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DOES PALO ALTO HAV.
AN OUTAGE PROBLEM?
OR IS IT JUST PERCEPTION?
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Read up-to-the-minute news on PaloAltoOnline.com

Upfront Should city council members get more cash?
Arts Gunn alum discusses Sharpton documentary
Eating Out Five new Peninsula restuarants to sample




Stanford FO O d fO I'

MEDICINE

Health Care Heart

ANATOMY OF A

Heart-Healthy Burger

\ SWAP THE SAUCE
Replace secret sauces and mayonnaise with
mustard or ketchup.

REPLACE RED MEAT
Try healthier alternatives to beef like turkey or
plant-based patties.

\

/

LOAD UP ON VEGGIES
Add lettuce, tomato, and other vegetables to your
burger for added nutrients, fiber, and flavor.

BETTER BUNS
Whole wheat buns have more fiber and nutrients
than white buns.

Celebrate Heart Month by preventing heart disease with
small, daily steps provided by the leading dietitians at
Stanford Health Care.

Recognized among the top 10 in the nation for
Cardiology, Heart & Vascular Surgery

BEST
HOSPITALS

For more information and

heart-healthy tips, visit us at - ASCULA -
stanfordhealthcare.org/foodforheart F
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Local news is about
local voices.

When you support your local nonprofit news room,
you can be sure the news and information you receive is about
the people and issues you care about most in your community.

Let’s keep it that way.
Weekly (@) PaloAlto

Please consider a one-time tax
deductible donation and help make sure
our voices are always heard.

PaloAltoOnline.com/donate

embarcadero media
foundation

EmbarcaderoMediaFoundation.org
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City tries to calm power outage stress

While Palo Alto goes ahead with big plans
to upgrade its electric grid, building public
trust may be the first big hurdle

By Gennady Sheyner

s Palo Alto pushes ahead
A with an ambitious plan to
upgrade its electric grid
and convert homes and business-

es from natural gas to clean elec-
tricity, city officials are bracing

for a tough challenge: public
anxiety over power outages.
According to a new report
from the Utilities Department, a
recent survey of about 400 cus-
tomers showed that 80% or more

of customers gave the city high
ratings for providing consistent
and reliable electric service. They
did not, however, give Palo Alto
high marks on how outages were
communicated, according to the
department.

“And very few customers would
confidently state whether Palo
Alto was ready to manage a major
emergency, unlike at other utili-
ties, where customers generally

had confidence their utility was
prepared,” the report states.

The sentiment is likely borne
of recent experiences. Assistant
Utilities Director Jonathan
Abendschein noted the city’s re-
cord when it comes to grid reli-
ability is superior to that of PG&E
in its Peninsula division. A pre-
sentation that he shared with the
council on Feb. 12 showed Palo
Alto in the first quartile when

University that said the sit-in could no longer continue overnight.

fter the more than 100-
A day stalemate, pro-Pales-
tinian student protesters
at Stanford University say they
will stop camping out overnight
at White Plaza by Friday night
in response to a university let-
ter promising two meetings this
week.
Since Oct. 20, students have
been protesting the war in Gaza

Emily Margaretten
Students link arms and encircle the protest campsite at White Plaza on the evening of Feb. 8, after receiving a letter from Stanford

HIGHER EDUCATION

Stanford students to end overnight sit-in
after university threatens crackdown

In exchange for ending overnight camping at White Plaza, administrators agree to meetings with protesters

By Emily Margaretten

and Israel’s actions against
Palestinians, saying that they
would not end their “Sit In to
Stop Genocide” until the uni-
versity supports a cease-fire in
Gaza and commits to a broader
movement that calls for the boy-
cott, disinvestment and sanction
of Israel, among other things.
Things came to a head af-
ter the university threatened

to enforce its ban on overnight
camping last week. On Feb.
8, via a hand-delivered letter,
Stanford University gave stu-
dent protesters 12 hours of no-
tice to pack up their belongings
and end the longest continuous
sit-in protest in the university’s
history.

But it wasn’t until later this
week that administrators and

protesters came to an agree-
ment: On Feb. 13, students
representing the “Sit In to Stop
Genocide” agreed to end over-
night camping at White Plaza
by nighttime on Friday, Feb. 16.

According to a statement
posted by Stanford University,
the university said it would not

(continued on page 13)

it comes to reliability, with less
than 75 minutes of service inter-
ruptions per customer annually
in nearly every year since 2011.
PG&E had been mostly in the
second quartile, with between
75 and 150 outage minutes, until
2018, after which time the num-
ber spiked dramatically (exceed-
ing 400 minutes in 2020) before

(continued on page 17)

Bicyclist

killed in
Foothill
crash

Woman was struck
by a vehicle south of
Arastradero Road

By Gennady Sheyner

bicyclist was killed on
A Foothill Expressway on
Feb. 13 after an automo-

bile hit her in the southbound
lane, according to Santa Clara
County Office of the Sheriff.

Deputies learned about the
collision at about 10:43 a.m. It
occurred about a mile south of
Arastradero Road, near Old Oak
Court in Los Altos Hills, accord-
ing to a news release from the
sheriff’s office. The bicyclist, an
adult female, was pronounced de-
ceased at the scene by the Santa
Clara County Fire Department.

The cause and circumstances
surrounding the traffic colli-
sion are still under investigation.
The Sheriff’s Traffic Accident
Reconstruction  Specialist
(STARS) team launched an inves-
tigation, the news release stated.

The Santa Clara County
Medical Examiner identified the
woman on Thursday as Maria
Elise Jabon, 38, of Los Altos.

Deputies closed off southbound
access on Foothill Expressway,
between Arastradero Road in
Palo Alto and Edith Avenue in
Los Altos, at about 11 a.m. while
emergency responders and inves-
tigators from Santa Clara County
Office of the Sheriff surveyed the
scene.

The road remained closed as of
3 p.m., more than four hours after

(continued on page 17)
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@ NOTICE TO DESTROY WEEDS

P NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that on December 4, 2023
PALO Pursuantto the provisions of Section 8.08.020 of the Palo
ALTO Alto Municipal Code, the City Council passed a resolution
declaring that all weeds growing upon any private property
or in any public street or alley, as defined in Section 8.08.010 of
the Palo Alto Municipal Code, constitute a public nuisance, which
nuisance must be abated by the destruction or removal thereof.

NOTICE IS FURTHER GIVEN that property owners shall without
delay remove all such weeds from their property, and the abutting
half of the street in front and alleys, if any, behind such property,
and between the lot lines thereof as extended, or such weeds
will be destroyed or moved and such nuisance abated by the city
authorities, in which case the cost of such destruction or removal
will be assessed upon the lots and lands from which, or from the
front or rear of which, such weeds shall have been destroyed or
removed; and such cost will constitute a lien upon such lots or
lands until paid, and will be collected upon the next tax roll upon
which general municipal taxes are collected. All property owners
having any objections to the proposed destruction or removal of
such weeds are hereby notified to attend a meeting of the Council
of said city, to be held in the Council Chamber of the City Hall
and via Zoom Virtual Teleconference (Site: https://zoom.us/join
Meeting ID: 362 027 238 Phone: 1 (669) 900-6833) in said city on
February 26, 2024 at 5:30 p.m., when and where their objections
will be heard and given due consideration.

Date: February 7, 2024

Geoffrey Blackshire, Fire Chief
City of Palo Alto

(’ PALO ALTO CITY COUNCIL
PALO CIVIC CENTER, 250 HAMILTON AVENUE

This is a summary of tentative City Council agenda items.
The agenda with complete titles including reports can be viewed
at the below webpage:
http://www.cityofpaloalto.org/gov/agendas/default.asp
COMMITTEE MEETINGS
RAIL COMMITTEE SPECIAL MEETING
Tuesday, February 20, 2024 2:30pm
Community Meeting Room & Hybrid
https://cityofpaloalto.zoom.us/j/86388142528
Meeting ID: 863 8814 2528 Phone: (669)900-6833
VERBAL UPDATES ON INTERAGENCY ACTIVITIES
1. Caltrain
2. VTA
3. City Staff

ACTION ITEMS

1. Review the updated Summary of Evaluation Matrix based on
the updated Council Adopted Criteria for evaluation of the grade
separation alternatives

FINANCE COMMITTEE SPECIAL MEETING
Wednesday, February 21, 2024 5:30pm Community Meeting
Room & Hybrid
https://cityofpaloalto.zoom.us/j/99227307235
Meeting ID: 992 2730 7235 Phone: 1(669)900-6833
ACTION ITEMS

1. Discussion and Update on the Fiscal Year 2025 Preliminary
Utilities Financial Forecast and Rate Projections

CITY COUNCIL AND COMMITTEE MEETINGS
ARE HELD IN-PERSON AND BY TELECONFERENCE

City Council meetings will be held as hybrid meetings with the option
to attend by teleconference/video conference or in person. To maximize
public safety while still maintaining transparency and public access,
members of the public can choose to participate in the meeting from
home or attend the meeting in person.

Public Comments will be accepted both in person and via Zoom
Written public comments can be submitted in advance to city.council@

Weekly
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(650) 326-8210 | PaloAltoOnline.com
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Upfront

QUOTE OF THE WEEK

been here.

Rain or shine, day and night, over
the breaks and holidays, we’ve

— Hana Spabhia, a Stanford student who joined
protesters in White Plaza demanding university action
in support of Palestine. See story on page 5.

da

149 California Avenue.

GOT WALLS? ... If you know

of a wall in Palo Alto’s Midtown

or Downtown that could use an
ounce of oomph, a pop of pizazz
or a kaleidoscope of color, the
city’s Public Art Program wants
to hear from you. The program is
looking for high-visibility walls in
commercial corridors to host the
city’s next great murals. Inspired
by the public’s positive reception

of three public murals painted

in 2023 on California Avenue,

the Public Art Program wants to
spread the joy across the city, at
no cost to the owner of the wall.
Nominated walls will be reviewed
by the Public Art Commission,
and city staff will select artists to
bring their visions to the giant blank
canvases. The program comes
with a couple of stipulations: The
imagery for the mural must not be
associated with the business inside
the building (that’s right, no free
advertising); the property owner
has the right of refusal of the final
artwork design; and the Public Art
Program will maintain the murals
for five years. Property owners
must nominate their walls by March
1. More information is available at
cityofpaloalto.org/publicart and
650-329-2227.

LIFTED UP ... A construction
worker for the four-story teacher
housing complex on Grant
Avenue in Palo Alto had to be
rescued Feb. 8 after falling onto
the open second floor, breaking
aleg. Because construction of
the building is ongoing, to get

the person out, Palo Alto Fire
Department crews put the worker
in a stokes basket, which was first
raised up and then lowered to

the ground floor, the department
stated in a social media post.

The injured worker was taken to

round Town

Todd Burke

Bloom by Nicole Ponsler, located at Palo Alto Central on

Stanford Hospital. “Crews did a
great job executing. We wish our
community member and patient a
speedy recovery!” the department
stated. Construction of the
110-apartment development began
last August and is scheduled

for completion in the summer of
2025. A project of Santa Clara
County, Abode Communities
and Mercy Housing California,
the apartments will be reserved
for teachers and other school staff
from multiple school districts.

SIGN OF THE TIMES ... Palo Alto
City Council is long accustomed
to hearing residents and activists
express strong views in the
Council Chambers, a trend that
has only picked up this year as
more public speakers have begun
to attend meetings to speak out
on the Middle East conflict. This
week, however, City Manager

Ed Shikada announced a new
policy to govern the public debate:
a limitation on signs. Under the
new policy, which Shikada said

he developed in consultation with
Mayor Greer Stone and Vice
Mayor Ed Lauing, signs and
symbolic materials would have

to be less than 2 feet by 3 feet in
size. Sticks, posts and poles will
be “strictly prohibited,” Shikada
said. The items must not create

a fire or safety hazard or interfere
with other attendees. Persons with
such items would be required to
“remain seated when displaying
them and must not raise the items
above shoulder level, obstruct the
view or passage of other attendees
or otherwise disturb the business
of the meeting,” Shikada said.

The new policy, he noted, will be
displayed on the agenda for the
next City Council meeting, which
will take place on Feb. 26. m
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Upfront

COUNTY GOVERNMENT

Valley Water member may face censure
for taking confidential documents

Rebecca Eisenberg also faces a police investigation for alleged theft of files

member, the Santa Clara Val-

ley Water District board of di-
rectors agreed on Feb. 13 to con-
sider a censure against Rebecca
Eisenberg, who allegedly took
confidential documents from the
district’s headquarters.

After a tense discussion, the
Valley Water board voted 5-1 to
schedule a public hearing within
30 days to consider admoni-
tion, sanction or censure against
Eisenberg, a Palo Alto attorney
who joined the board in 2022 and
who has since clashed repeatedly
with her board colleagues, district
staff and Valley Water CEO Rick
Callender.

As the news organization San
Jose Spotlight reported last year,
Eisenberg had been a subject
of numerous complaints from
Valley Water staff who accused
her of intimidating staff and for
gender discrimination against
men. The complaints prompted
the district to launch an investi-
gation into Eisenberg’s conduct,
which an outside attorney com-
pleted in December, according to
Valley Water staff.

The move to censure Eisenberg
followed a Jan. 29 incident in
which board members were invit-
ed by Clerk of the Board Michele
King to view the results of the in-
vestigation into Eisenberg’s con-
duct in a secure room inside the
district’s San Jose headquarters.
In a Feb. 2 memo to the board,
Callender wrote that Eisenberg
took the report out of the build-
ing despite being advised that she
is not authorized to do so.

He included in this report a
timeline of events from the Jan.
29 episode and surveillance pho-
tos showing Eisenberg leaving
the building with a large stack of
documents that she is holding in
both hands. Callender also wrote
in the memo that he has asked the
San Jose Police Department and
the Santa Clara County District
Attorney’s office to investigate
the incident.

Eisenberg did not dispute that
she took the documents from the
district’s San Jose headquarters
on Jan. 29 but maintained that she
did nothing illegal. She called the
district’s actions “very odd” and
told the board on Feb. 13 that she
has not shared the information
she took with anyone, including
her attorneys.

“I took home a printout that
I'm entitled to,” Eisenberg said
during the Feb. 13 discussion. “I
never denied it. I left through the
front door. No one ever asked me
about it and no one asked me for
it back.”

Eisenberg also said that hav-
ing a hearing on something she

In a rare rebuke of a sitting

By Gennady Sheyner

Magali Gauthier

Valley Water member Rebecca Eisenberg may face censure by her
colleagues for allegedly taking confidential documents out of the

district’s headquarters.

is not denying is “‘unnecessary,
arbitrary and cruel.”

Her colleagues disagreed.
Board member Tony Estremera,
who serves on the Ethics
Committee, said all board mem-
bers were informed that review-
ing the investigative report was a
“privileged, confidential process”
and that each member was in-
structed not to take the report. He
made the motion to schedule the
hearing to consider her censure,
a decision that he said is based
on the results of the memo from
Callender.

“We were put in a locked
conference room, we were al-
lowed to view the reports and
then they were returned to the
clerk, consistent with her instruc-
tions,” Estremera said. “Each of
us did that except for Rebecca
Eisenberg, who removed the re-
ports knowing that she was told
she could not remove them.”

Board Chair Nai Hsueh repeat-
edly reminded her colleagues that
the Feb. 13 discussion only per-
tained to whether or not the board
should schedule a hearing to con-
sider censure, not to delve into the
arguments for or against censure.
Hsueh, who supported scheduling
the hearing, based her decision on
Callender’s memo and its detailed
information about what he char-
acterized as “theft” of confiden-
tial documents.

Eisenberg, meanwhile, criti-
cized the district for failing to get
her input before it got the police
involved and embarked on a path
toward censure, a move she called
“premature and inappropriate.”

“It doesn’t make sense to have
a hearing about me that doesn’t
include me and to have the deci-
sion about whether you’ll have a
decision about me, without me,”
Eisenberg said. “None of the ma-
terials on which you made your
decision to put this on the agen-
da included my input and that

violates human decency in addi-
tion to common sense, in addition
to all standard rules.”

She also submitted a memo to
the board that accused Callender
of bullying her and other staff.
She said that staff had been con-
tacting her over the course of the
13-month investigation to state
their support of her and to provide
“lengthy personal experiences of
malevolent actions taken against
them and others by the CEO.”

Eisenberg wrote that she stands
by her actions and has “no regrets
about standing up for myself,
standing up for employees, in-
cluding the three labor unions at
Valley Water, and standing up for
my constituents, who elected me
for this very purpose: to expose
and rid this $10 billion agency of
corruption, harassment, and mis-
appropriation of ratepayer and
taxpayer funds.”

Callender, for his part, argued
in the memo that Eisenberg’s
engagement in what he called
“potentially illegal behavior”
warrants further action by the
board. Though he said that he
is not aware of the full contents
of the documents that Eisenberg
took, he wrote that he believes it
to be “the full investigative re-
port, which includes the names
of witnesses, their full and un-
redacted statements, and other
personal information which will
cause a severe chilling effect on
any potential witnesses to illegal,
discriminatory or harassing be-
havior that may occur at Valley
Water.”

“If an employee had engaged in
the behaviors which likely to have
occurred, they would be placed
on immediate administrative
leave and be subjected to disci-
plinary actions, including poten-
tial dismissal,” Callender wrote. m

Email Staff Writer Gennady
Sheyner at gsheyner@paweekly.
com.
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& Avenidas
@ Vilage

presents a special screening

/ :

Award-winning documentary on the
importance of community connection

Wed., Feb. 21 from 3 to 5 pm AND
Sat., Feb. 24 from 10 am to noon

Avenidas, 450 Bryant Street in Palo Alto
Registration is required. $10 suggested donation.
75% of Americans believe the country is headed in the wrong

direction, but there’s no agreement about the right direction.
What has gone wrong?

“Join or Die", the award-winning documentary about why
you should join a club and strengthen
community connection, could hold the E] o
answers. |

Call 650-289-5405

or scan the
QR code to register

@
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Upfront

HOUSING

Palo Alto simplifies design rules
to encourage new housing

City’s new ‘objective standards’ target Senate Bill 9 projects

hen California legis-
lators passed a law in
2021 that empowered

homeowners to construct duplex-
es and triplexes in single-family
residential zones, Palo Alto’s re-
sponse was swift and dramatic.

The city approved that year an
“urgency” ordinance that imme-
diately created dozens of new de-
sign rules for projects that invoke
Senate Bill 9, a law that allows
homeowners to split their lots and
build additional dwellings on each
parcel. Palo Alto’s new rules gov-
erned everything from window
sizes and garage door placements
to privacy landscaping (must be
evergreen) and the maximum
number of gables (no more than
three). Because SB9 deprived
the council and the Architectural
Review Board of their historic
powers to deny projects based on
subjective and debatable criteria
like neighborhood compatibility,
the 64 rules were specific and
measurable.

They were also, it turns out,

in single-family neighborhoods

By Gennady Sheyner

unnecessarily onerous and re-
dundant. That, at least, was the
conclusion of local architects,
commissioners and planning
staff, who have spent the past
year trying to consolidate and
simplify the design rules. After a
series of public hearings in front
of Architectural Review Board,
the 64 rules were winnowed
down to 19. On Feb. 12, the City
Council formally adopted the new
“objective standards” by a 5-2
vote, with Vice Mayor Ed Lauing
and Council member Lydia Kou
dissenting.

One goal of the objective stan-
dards is to ensure that SB9 proj-
ects don’t infringe on the privacy
of neighbors. Roof decks, for in-
stance, are not permitted. And no
more than two bay windows are
allowed to face a public street.

Another goal is to encour-
age more housing. Despite the
council’s anxieties in 2021, the
expected wave of SB9 applica-
tions never arrived. As of today,
the city approved just one such

Palo Alte Chineze Community Prezents :

2024 Palo Alto Lunar New Year Fair
Feb. 25,2024. 11:30am - 5:00pm
Mitchell Park Community Center

@ =

Happy Lunar Naw Year!

Organizer: WizChineze/PACPC

Co-Sponsors: City of Palo Alto
Palo Alto Couneil of PTAs
Palo Alto Weekly

Palo Ao Councl

PTH

rerrpr bl e veman
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ey Palo Alto
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application: a home on Rorke Way
that added a detached accessory
dwelling unit, planning staff told
this publication. City planners are
also currently reviewing five other
applications, according to project
planner Emily Kallas, and are
having conversations with a few
potential applicants.

Chief Planning Official Amy
French said the effort aims to
“streamline the standards to re-
move redundancy and overlap-
ping standards and refine the
standards to improve clarity and
allow flexibility.” Peter Baltay,
chair of the Architectural Review
Board, said the board aimed keep
the new rules simple and allow for
design flexibility.

“We pushed back on require-
ments that would limit the height
of interior walls in a structure or
ones that required more varied
rooftops on projects,” Baltay told
the council. “Let architects have
their way on that.”

Today, SB9 projects represent
a relatively paltry part of Palo

¥

/ {2
Despite fears of an influx in applications, Palo Alto has approved
Jjust one SB9 application since 2021.

Alto’s strategy to meet its man-
date of adding 6,086 dwellings by
2030. The city’s Housing Element
projects about 40 new dwellings
through SB9 applications during
the eight-year cycle between 2023
and 2030. But for city planners
and local housing advocates, these
projects represent a great oppor-
tunity to distribute residential
growth throughout the city. All
seven council members supported
simplifying the rules, though Kou
and Lauing both dissented be-
cause they wanted the new rules
to include a notification require-
ment for neighbors when an SB9
application is submitted. Under
current rules, neighbors only get
notified when the project includes

Olivia Treynor

a lot split.

Council member Vicki Veenker
called the new objective standards
“well balanced” and lauded the
architectural board and city staff
for shortening the list of rules.

“It’s the analog of Mark
Twain’s, ‘T would’ve written you
a shorter letter but I didn’t have
time.” Well, you took the time and
you have fewer objective stan-
dards,” Veenker said.

A more significant change to
SB9 projects is expected to ar-
rive in 2025, when the council
considers expanding the maxi-
mum floor area of a new SB9
dwelling from 800 square feet

(continued on page 16)

CRIME

Alleged plane thief pleads not guilty

Charged with a felony and three misdemeanors,
he faces three years in state prison

he man accused of stealing
T a plane from Palo Alto Air-

port late last week pleaded
not guilty to a felony and three
misdemeanor charges during a
hearing Tuesday, according to
the San Mateo County District
Attorney’s Office.

Luiz Gustavo Aires, 50, of
Florida but living as a transient in
San Mateo County, is suspected
of stealing a small plane from
the airport on Feb. 8 and landing
it south of Poplar Beach in Half
Moon Bay around 5 p.m. Deputies
located the plane intact and un-
occupied. Shortly after, Aires,
who matched the pilot’s descrip-
tion, was seen nearby and taken
into custody, according to the San
Mateo County Sheriff’s Office.

During Tuesday’s hearing,
Aires asked to represent himself,
although the judge didn’t grant the
motion. Instead, he will be rep-
resented by the private defender
program.

Aires is charged with a felony
for stealing the plane and three
misdemeanors of identity theft
after deputies allegedly found
credit cards and insurance cards
on him that belong to three in-
dividuals. He faces three years

By Nicholas Mazzoni

Luiz Gustavo Aires is suspected of stealing a small plane from the
Palo Alto Airport on Feb. 8 and landing it south of Poplar Beach in
Half Moon Bay.

in state prison, according to the
DA’s Office.

San Mateo County District
Attorney Steve Wagstaffe said he
doesn’t recall the last time a plane
was stolen in the county.

While Wagstaffe is unsure if
the plane remains operable, he
said it is valued at $150,000, and
the keys were left inside.

He added that Aires allegedly

told police that he has an expired
pilot’s license in Brazil but is not
permitted to fly in the state.

“He must know what he is do-
ing to navigate over the ridge,”
Wagstaffe said.

Aires remains in custody on
$10,000 bail. He returns to court on
Feb. 21 for superior court review. m

Email Staff Writer Nicholas
Mazzoni at nmazzoni@rwcpulse.com.



Upfront

COMMUNITY

Palo Alto explores local ways to tackle
antisemitism, Islamophobia

Human Relations Commission subcommittees will delve into solutions
that acknowledge and combat hate aimed at local Jews and Muslims

mid ongoing tensions
A that stem from the Israel-

Hamas war, the Palo Alto
Human Relations Commission
has focused on how to counter the
rising antisemitism and Islamo-
phobia gripping the local com-
munity. At their latest meeting,
they took the first official step.

On Feb. 8, the commission as-
signed subcommittees to delve
further into issues brought up at
recent community sessions that
highlighted trends in prejudice
against both local Jewish and
Muslim people.

Based on recommendations
from both groups in their re-
spective sessions, the commis-
sion aims to formulate strategies
to help combat recently increas-
ing hate toward local Jews and
Muslims since the latest Israel-
Hamas war reignited on Oct. 7.

Among the recommenda-

tions from the Jewish session
is employing approaches found
in the U.S. National Strategy to
Counter Antisemitism. This plan

Featuring

By Neil Gonzales

— released by the Biden admin-
istration in May 2023 — lays out
tactics to raise awareness of and
reverse the normalization of an-
tisemitism, improve safety for the
Jewish population and build broad
solidarity.

The recommendations from
the Muslim session include an
official recognition of Ramadan,
highlighting Islamic culture, de-
fining anti-Palestinian racism
and a stronger condemnation of
Islamophobia from city leaders
than what the Arab community
feels has been expressed so far.

The commission tasked one
subcommittee to study the rec-
ommendations from the Jewish
community and another to take
on those from the Muslim ses-
sion. The subcommittees’ find-
ings would then be brought to and
discussed at a commission retreat
in March.

Commissioner Mary Kate
Stimmler wondered why the two
subcommittees were split up, al-
though she said she understands

HENRY WINKLER

BEING HENRY...The Fonz and Beyond

FOR MORE INFORMATION AND
TICKETS VISIT US ONLINE

1pvi.org

or scan the QR code

separate listening sessions may
have made both groups more
comfortable discussing their re-
spective concerns openly.

“I am listening to the experi-
ences of people who have dealt
with anti-Arab hate in Palo Alto
and the people who’ve dealt with
anti-Jewish hate in Palo Alto and
saw so many similarities in their
recommendations,” Stimmler said
during the meeting. “I'm curious
why we think there needs to be
very separate committees for the
solutioning.”

Vice Chair Michelle Kraus said
the commission plans to tackle
solutions as a unified front at the
retreat.

Public commenter Uzma Minhas
applauded the commission for lis-
tening to and considering the rec-
ommendations from the Muslim
community.

“We appreciate you giving us
this platform,” Minhas said, ad-
dressing the commissioners. “It
just means so much to us that
you take our holidays and our

A literary journey featuring New Y
Best Selling Author, actor, producer,
director, Henry Winkler. Guests will enjoy a
delicious lunch at the beautiful Rosewood
Sand Hill in Menlo Park as well as an

religious traditions into consid-
eration. Our community had a
number of asks during the lis-
tening session, including recog-
nition of holidays, festivals and
educational events.”

She expressed eagerness to
work with the subcommittees on
how to put the recommendations
into action. “We hope that this
will make our community here
in Palo Alto stronger and more
inclusive for all of us,” she said.

Another commenter, Sarith
Honigstein, also expressed ap-
preciation for the commission’s
endeavors particularly in a highly
fraught time.

“It’s a very difficult time
for our city given the steep

A roundup

rise in both antisemitism and
Islamophobia,” Honigstein said.
“Our communities are trauma-
tized, and it is no trivial task to
engage in such a process when
the climate is tense and emotions
running high.”

“There is no place for hate,
violence and discrimination
against any group, race, religion,
ethnicity or nationality in the
city,” Honigstein added. “It is
not the Palo Alto way. On behalf
of the Jewish community, we of-
fer our full partnership to this
commission, its guidance and its
efforts.” m

Email Contributing Writer
Neil Gonzales at ngonzales92@
yahoo.com.

of Palo Alto government action this week

CityView

City Council (Feb. 12)

Utilities: The council heard an update about the Utilities Department’s
Reliability and Resiliency Strategic Plan. Yes: None

Housing: The council approved objective design standards for projects
approved through Senate Bill 9. Yes: Unanimous

Council Policy and Services Commission

(Feb. 13)

Compensation: The committee created parameters for a new citizen advisory
panel that would consider whether to raise city council compensation and, if so,
by how much. Yes: Kou, Lythcott-Haims No: Tanaka

®

exciting silent auction.
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Peninsula Volunteers, Inc.

LET’S DISCUSS: Read the latest local news headlines
and comment on articles at PaloAltoOnline.com
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Upfront

CITY COUNCIL

Job or passion? Plan to raise City Council
salaries splits members

New citizens group to consider how much
Palo Alto council members should be paid

embers of the Palo Alto
M City Council broadly

agree that their city,
while exemplary in some ways,
has fallen woefully behind in
one area: council members’
compensation.

And they’re eager to do some-
thing about that.

Responding to a recent direc-
tive from the full council, the
council’s Policy and Services
Committee backed on Feb. 13
a new policy that would give
each council member a pool of
funds in addition to their $1,000
monthly salaries that they can
use for personal technology,
constituent services and stipends
support staff. The three mem-
bers — Chair Lydia Kou, Council
member Julie Lythcott-Haims and
Council member Greg Tanaka
— all agreed that council mem-
bers should be only spending so
much of their own money on city
business.

Lythcott-Haims and Tanaka
were particularly enthusiastic
about the new program, with both
supporting going well beyond
the $2,000 per year that the full
council had recommended they
receive last year. Tanaka sug-
gested that Palo Alto create a pro-
gram similar to that of Mountain
View, where each council member
gets more than $12,000 annually
to pay for technology, phone bills
and other expenses associated
with serving.

Lythcott-Haims and Tanaka

By Gennady Sheyner

both said that they have been
spending their personal money
to pay for services that they need
to be effective in their jobs. For
Tanaka, this includes cell phone
bills and the Zoom account that
he uses to talk to constituents and
host his Sunday office hours.

“The community wants us to be
accessible and involved,” Tanaka
said. “For years, I’ve just been
paying out of pocket for all these
expenses, and it’s way past $2,000
ayear.”

Lythcott-Haims lamented that
a city of Palo Alto’s prominence
offers its elected leaders too little
compensation, such that serving
may actually cost them money.

“I just think we do a little wink-
wink-nudge-nudge about the City
Council sometimes in this city,”
Lythcott-Haims said. “We’re a
billion-dollar city. We have seven
people who make $5 an hour who
do the work of the city and we
have to pay our own expenses out
of pocket.”

The exact amount of the stipend
is yet to be determined. While
both Tanaka and Lythcott-Haims
advocated for effectively adopt-
ing Mountain View’s policy, they
backtracked after City Attorney
Molly Stump and City Manager
Ed Shikada said they would like
to review and advise the council
about any such policy. Kou also
said she was uncomfortable with
simply adopting Mountain View’s
relatively high stipends without
also looking at what other cities

in the area are doing.

Ultimately, the committee di-
rected staff by a 3-0 vote to re-
turn next month with comparisons
from other cities. When Stump
noted that this would leave staff
with about two weeks to do the
needed analysis because the city
has a policy of posting informa-
tion for upcoming meetings 11
days in advance, Lythcott-Haims
suggested that the city has “wiggle
room” when it comes to notifica-
tion because it is legally obligated
to public release its council packet
three days before a meeting.

The committee’s discus-
sion of expense accounts comes
two months after the council
took another action with mate-
rial benefits for council members.
Emboldened by Senate Bill 329, a
law that allows local jurisdictions
to increase salaries for elected of-
ficials, the City Council agreed
in December to raise members’
monthly salaries from their cur-
rent levels of $1,000 to $1,600,
the amount allowed under the
new legislation for cities of Palo
Alto’s size.

The council also agreed at that
time to establish a committee to
evaluate further salary increases
for council members, a change
that would have to be approved
by voters. Even though Palo Alto,
as a charter city, is not obligated
to follow the state limit on council
salaries, the city’s current law ties
it to the state limit and would need
to be revised during a council

MEDIA

Meet the Palo Alto Weekly’s

new leadership

Clay Lambert and Sarah Wright join Embarcadero Media Foundation

mbarcadero Media Foun-
Edation is pleased to an-
nounce the hiring of jour-
nalists Clay Lambert and Sarah
Wright as the nonprofit organi-
zation’s Peninsula editorial di-
rector and as the editor of the
Palo Alto Weekly and Palo Alto
Online, respectively. They re-
place Jocelyn Dong, who is leav-
ing Embarcadero after 25 years.
Lambert has spent the last
15 years providing news to the
people of Half Moon Bay and
Pacifica as editor and publisher
at Coastside News Group. He
is an award-winning journal-
ist, steeped in a long career of
reporting and publishing local

By Embarcadero Media staff

news with well-honed editorial
instincts and a finely tuned un-
derstanding of the role that local
news plays within its community.
Lambert has lived in Palo Alto
for over two decades and knows
Palo Alto and the Midpeninsula
intimately.

He is excited about
Embarcadero’s transition to a
nonprofit and efforts to focus
on digital. Editorially, he’s com-
mitted to continuing the work
of providing useful and relevant
coverage that connects people to
their community, and he seeks to
bring stability to the organiza-
tion’s mission and operations.

Sarah Wright spent the last
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year in Argentina, where she was
a U.S. Fulbright fellow reporting
on wildfires in three high-risk
regions of the country where lo-
cal communities are taking fire
mitigation into their own hands.

Most recently, she was a city
hall watchdog reporter for The
San Francisco Standard, where
she covered housing and trans-
portation. Wright got her start in
journalism as a reporter and dep-
uty editor at the Half Moon Bay
Review, a weekly newspaper that
serves California’s Coastside.
She graduated from Georgetown
University’s School of Foreign
Service in 2018, where she spent
her free time writing and copy

election year.

The Policy and Services
Committee advanced this effort
on Tuesday when it approved the
parameters of this committee.
Under the committee’s motion,
the new citizens group would con-
sist of 15 members who would be
selected through an application
process. It would have 12 months
to issue a recommendation to the
council on whether compensa-
tion should be increased above
the newly adopted level of $1,600
per month and, if so, how high it
should be.

The discussion showed a sharp
split on the topic among commit-
tee members. Lythcott-Haims
initially favored a much smaller
committee of three to five people,
with preference for former city
managers and human resources
professionals. Once she and her
colleagues agreed to expand the
number of seats, she argued that
the new group should be “broadly
representative of the Palo Alto
community” when it comes to so-
cioeconomic status.

Tanaka, the only council mem-
ber who voted against the salary
increase last December, lobbied

Courtesy Clay Lambert

Magali Gauthier
City Council member Julie Lythcott-Haims speaks at a Palo Alto
council meeting in 2023.

for 15 members and argued that
the group should be as inclusive as
possible. Kou was somewhere in
between and suggested a group of
five to seven members would be
reasonable. Ultimately, the com-
mittee’s recommendation for a
citizen committee advanced by a
2-1 vote, with Tanaka dissenting.

The committee also splintered
over a more fundamental ques-
tion: Are the salary raises even
worth pursuing?

For Lythcott-Haims, the answer
was a resounding yes. She argued
that a salary hike would encour-
age more participation from peo-
ple in lower income levels. People
who work multiple jobs or have no
flexibility when it comes to work
schedules would find it nearly im-
possible to serve on council with-
out higher compensation, she said.

“I don’t want our city to be
governed by the wealthy who
have enough money in the bank
such that their mortgage is paid
for, their bills are paid for, their
luxuries are paid for and they can
afford to put in 30 to 40 hours
per week to the city because their

(continued on page 16)

Courtesy Sarah Wright

Clay Lambert, left, is Embarcadero Media Foundation’s new
Peninsula editorial director. Sarah Wright, Palo Alto Weekly’s new

editor.

editing for Georgetown’s campus
newspaper, The Hoya.

Wright is committed to serv-
ing Palo Alto’s readers with am-
bitious, audience-first coverage
that both holds local leaders ac-
countable and celebrates the vi-
brant Palo Alto community.

“I know that I'm leaving the
Weekly and Embarcadero in very

capable hands. I couldn’t be more
grateful to hand off the baton to
Clay and Sarah, and I'll be ex-
cited to see where they take our
journalism and the organization
next,” Dong said.

Lambert can be reached at
clambert@embarcaderopublish-
ing.com and Wright at swright@
paweekly.com. m
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REALTY

- 764 PARMA WAY
(O] LOS ALTOS

a-ACRE WITH A CONVENIENT LOCATION

A quarter-acre of land in the sought-after South of El Monte neighborhood plays host to this 3-bedroom home with more than 1,900 square
feet of living space. Bright and inviting interiors have been refreshed and revitalized with new paint, refinished hardwood floors, and brand-
new flooring in select rooms. Indulge in the spacious living room featuring a fireplace, the dining room that seamlessly connects to the
backyard for delightful al fresco entertaining, cozy bedrooms, and an attached guest unit complete with its own kitchen, bedroom, and
bathroom. The sizable backyard offers ample space for outdoor enjoyment, and this home also provides a 2-car garage complemented by
a gated and extended driveway. Find yourself less than a mile from the Rancho Shopping Center, within ~5 minutes of downtown Los Altos
as well as beautiful Cuesta Park, and within easy reach of key commute options. Plus, children may attend acclaimed schools Covington
Elementary, Blach Intermediate, and Los Altos High (buyer to verify eligibility).

OPEN HOUSE Notice to Buyers:

SAT & SUN 1:30 PM - 4:30 PM Although a good buyer's agent can add significant insight and

value, you are not required to use one to purchase a Deleon
764P listing. If you would like to submit an offer to us directly, please
arma.com contact the DeLeon Buyer's Team at 650.543.8528 and we will
Listed at $2,988,000 waive 100% of the buyer's-side commission.

Listed by the DeLeon Team

Michael Repka, DRE #01854880 | 650.488.7325 | michael@deleonrealty.com | Equal Housing Opportunity
W X738 5 B % Audrey Sun, DRE #01933274 & #: 650.785.5822 | DELEONREALTY.COM | DeLeon Realty, Inc. | DRE #01903224
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Upfront

EDUCATION

Palo Alto Unified tackles fiscal projections
as student enrollment declines

The state budget, decided in May, could also influence school funding

he Palo Alto Unified
T School District eyes con-

tinued growth in prop-
erty tax revenue but forecasts a
steady yearly decline in enroll-
ment, which may affect budget-
ing and staffing as soon as this
calendar year.

At the district’s Feb. 13 meet-
ing, the board received a brief
update on that process.

“Currently, district leaders
and stakeholders are evaluat-
ing existing budget items and
reviewing them, giving them
careful thought as to their how,
the why and the efficacy of our
existing programs prior to roll-
ing them over into the budget-
development process,” said Palo
Alto Unified Chief Business

Public Agenda

By Neil Gonzales

Officer Carolyn Chow during
the board’s regular meeting.

The board is expected to get
another update in March on as-
sumptions and then in April vote
on what to incorporate into the
actual budget, Chow said.

The district would still have
to adjust projections according-
ly based on the revision in May
of the state’s proposed 2024-25
fiscal plan. In June, the board
is expected to consider final
approval of the district’s next
budget.

“Any state budget decisions
as well as changes in the state
economy, there’s a likelihood
that those will impact the dis-
trict’s budget as well,” Chow
said.

A preview of Palo Alto government meetings next week

CITY COUNCIL ... The council has no meetings scheduled this week.

COUNCIL RAIL COMMITTEE ... The committee plans to review the
updated evaluation matrix for selecting grade separation alternatives.
The meeting will begin at 7 p.m. on Tuesday, Feb. 20, in the Community
Meeting Room at City Hall, 250 Hamilton Ave. Those wishing to
participate by Zoom can do so by dialing 669-900-6833 and using

Meeting ID: 863 8814 2528.

Online.com/news.

mer 2025. (Feb. 9)

Online This Week

These and other news stories were posted on Palo Alto Online
throughout the week. For longer versions, go to www.PaloAlto

Lawmakers’ requests for program
evaluations go unanswered

Given the state’s budget deficit, legislative leaders are calling
for reviewing how existing programs are working. But there’s
no good way to track their effectiveness. (Feb. 15)

Masseur arrested for sexual assault

A massage therapist at a Palo Alto massage parlor was ar-
rested on Feb. 8 and charged with sexually assaulting a client
during an appointment last November, police said. (Feb. 13)

Restaurant 3000 to reopen this summer
Seasonal American bistro Restaurant 3000 in Menlo Park is
expected to reopen this summer, said owner Joel Sage. (Feb. 12)

New homes coming to East Palo Alto

On Feb. 2, East Palo Alto and San Mateo County officials
and community leaders celebrated the groundbreaking of
Colibri Commons at 965 Weeks Street in East Palo Alto, an
affordable housing development that will include 136 new
apartments. The complex is expected to be completed in sum-

Want to get news briefs emailed to you every weekday?
Sign up for Express, our daily e-edition.
Go to PaloAltoOnline.com/express to sign up.

@xpress
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According to Chow’s report,
the district is projecting an in-
crease of at least 2% in property
tax revenue.

But Chow noted that that reve-
nue has grown 5.7% in actuality
this 2023-24 year — up from the
4% the district projected when it
built the current budget of $314
million.

According to the district
previously, it used that growth
to plug a $2.3 million deficit
and fund $2.7 million worth of
post-budget adoption additions
such as intervention specialists,
special education aides and a
therapist.

The district, however, also fac-
es a downward trend in student
enrollment numbers. According
to Chow’s report, the district
currently serves 10,271 students
— down 47 from last year. The
district could lose 200 students
in each of the next three school

years, falling to 9,671.

“Staffing at all sites is based
on the projected decline in en-
rollment,” Chow said, “and we
are currently meeting with our
principals to discuss staffing
levels and projected numbers for
the sites for next year.”

Not included in the budget
assumptions are potential sal-
ary increases from new labor
agreements still being negotiat-
ed with the unions representing
classified and certificated work-
ers — the California School
Employees Association Chapter
301 and Palo Alto Educators
Association, respectively.

“Our process is that we are
currently meeting with our
partners in CSEA and PAEA,”
Chow said. “When we come to
an agreement with both of our
unions and after it comes to the
board for ratification, at that
time is when we put any sal-
ary schedule increases into the
budget.”

According to its website,
PAEA is seeking a 6% raise
in the current year and 5% for
2024-25, among other stipula-
tions. The district has offered a
2% raise in each of those years,
the teachers’ union said.

According to Chow’s report,
other district considerations
in preparation for next year’s

budget include:

* An estimated 0.76% state cost-
of-living adjustment (COLA).

e School discretionary alloca-
tions at $115 per student.

e Utility rate increases of 20%
for electricity, gas, water, waste
and sewer services and 10% for
telephone and the internet.

* An estimated 7% increase in
the medical insurance rate.
Last month, Gov. Gavin

Newsom released a $291.5 bil-

lion state budget proposal for the

2024-25 fiscal year that largely

spares education programs from

deep cuts.
In a statement, state
Superintendent of Public

Instruction Tony Thurmond ap-
plauded the governor for a bud-
get with “no major reductions
or pullbacks in vital education
programs.”

But Thurmond was disap-
pointed in the decline in average
daily attendance and a “COLA at
0.76% when it was projected to be
at 3.5%,” he said.

Also, the governor’s budget puts
per-pupil spending at $23,519
under the requirements of state
Proposition 98 — close to $300
less than what was in the 2023-24
spending plan. m

Email Contributing Writer
Neil Gonzales at ngonzales92
@yahoo.com.

EDUCATION

Bill would make computer science a
high school graduation requirement

Proposed bill would force every high school to offer
computer science courses by the 2026-27 school year

very public high school
E in California would have

to offer computer science
classes as a graduation require-
ment under a proposed bill from
Assembly member Marc Berman,
D-Menlo Park.

The legislation, known as
Assembly Bill 2097, will require
all school districts and charter
schools to offer a computer sci-
ence class by the 2026-27 school
year. Schools would also be re-
quired to make computer science
a requirement by the 2030-31
school year.

The legislation, which Berman
announced at a Feb. 6 press con-
ference, is his second attempt in
two years to create a computer
science requirement. His last bill,
AB 1054, fizzled in committee
last fall. Unlike the current legis-
lation, it did not include a gradua-
tion requirement.

In introducing the new bill,
Berman noted that 27 other states
already require every high school
to offer computer science. Five
states — Arkansas, Nebraska,
Nevada, South Carolina and
Tennessee — require a computer
science course for high school
graduation, he said.

California, meanwhile, is be-
hind 40 other states when it comes

By Gennady Sheyner

to the percentage of high schools
that offer at least one computer
science course, Berman said.
About 45% of the state’s high
schools offer computer science,
he said.

“This is as unacceptable as it is
indefensible,” Berman said. “And
frankly, it’s embarrassing.”

The bill, he said, is critical for
equipping students with the skills
they need in the modern workforce
and the “digitally driven world.”
Too many California students, he
said, are growing up in the shad-
ows of tech companies that are cre-
ating world-changing technologies
but are not given the skills they
need to one day work there.

Even outside Silicon Valley,
computers are an “integral part
of our everyday life and are relied
upon in every industry, in every
corner of California,” Berman said.

Sen. Josh Becker, who joined
Berman at the press conference,
is the principal co-author of the
bill, which is also being supported
by Tony Thurmond, California’s
state superintendent for public
instruction.

Thurmond spoke in favor of
ensuring that computer science
is a requirement rather than an
elective. This, he said, will help
advance equity. Currently about

34% of schools serving high pro-
portions of Black, Indigenous,
Latinx, and Pacific Islander stu-
dents offer computer science
courses, compared to 52 percent
of schools serving a greater pro-
portion of white and Asian stu-
dents, according to Berman.

“This computer science bill is
intended to create a requirement
because without a requirement
what we see all the time is that
schools that have access to re-
sources and means will provide
access to students,” Thurmond
said. “It shouldn’t be that the ac-
cess you live in dictate if you have
access to this training.”

Berman acknowledged that it
might be challenging for some
high schools to start offering
computer science but noted that
there are many “role models” that
these schools can follow, both in
California and across the nation.

“No one is going into this
blindly, thinking we can just flip
a switch and immediately every
high school in California can of-
fer computer science,” Berman
said. “But ... we can’t afford not
to. It’s not fair to our students, it’s
not fair to their future.” m

Email Staff Writer Gennady
Sheyner at gsheyner@paweekly.
com.



Upfront

Sit-in

(continued from page 5)

initiate law enforcement action or
disciplinary procedures until after
that time and agreed to two meet-
ings with students representing the
groups to hear their demands.
Both meetings were scheduled
to occur before the Friday dead-
line, and students are expected
to comply with the ban on over-
night camping, irrespective of the
meetings’ outcomes, according to
a letter that the sit-in representa-
tives received on Feb. 12 and was
posted on their Instagram account.
Up until last week, the univer-
sity had responded to just a few
of the protesters’ demands, stat-
ing that it would do more to com-
bat Islamophobia and ensure the
safety of its Palestinian, Arab and
Muslim students. But without the
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rest of their more stringent de-
mands — like divestment from
Israeli companies — met, they
chose not to leave their sit-in on
the plaza.

“Rain or shine, day and night,
over the breaks and holidays,
we’ve been here,” said Hana
Spahia, a Stanford student.

During this same period, ad-
ditional protest groups took up
residence at White Plaza as well,
including a pro-Israel one known
as the Blue and White Tent.

In the Feb. 8 letter, posted on the
Stanford Report website, admin-
istrators stated that a recent inci-
dent in which space reserved by
the Blue and White Tent was taken
over by another group “escalated
risk of conflict in White Plaza and
increased the threat to the safety
of members of our community.”
University staff then told the stu-
dents of the second group that they

Photos by Magali Gauthier
Above: People walk through White Plaza at Stanford University during a sit-in on campus calling for
the university to condemn Israel’s siege on Gaza and to support Palestinian students, on Nov. I, 2023.
Right: A Palenstian flag blows in the breeze.

needed to vacate the space, the let-
ter stated.

In addition, the university wrote,
to enforce its overnight ban, “any
tents, tables, chairs, or other simi-
lar items will need to be removed
from White Plaza between the
hours of 8 p.m. and 8 a.m. Any
overnight displays and/or camping
items left unoccupied are subject
to removal for health and safety
reasons.”

Dee Mostofi, Stanford University’s
assistant vice president of external
communication, wrote on Feb. 9
that “Stanford’s commitment to
supporting the free expression of
views on White Plaza remains
firmly in place.”

“However, we also believe that
overnight camping compromises
the safety and wellbeing of mem-
bers of our community and re-
mains prohibited,” Mostofi wrote.
“We are in continued discussion

Emily Margaretten

Hundreds of students congregated at White Plaza on Feb. 8 to demonstrate their solidarity with the pro-

Palestinian sit-in that has been in place at White Plaza since Oct. 20.

with our students on White Plaza
on this matter and are commit-
ted to exploring peaceful ways to
allow them to express their free
speech rights while ensuring the
safety of our entire community.”

But for students who have been
participating in the Palestinian
sit-in, the safety concerns seemed
overblown and like a pretext for
getting rid of them, they said. With
less than 12 hours to mobilize, the
demonstrators asked supporters
to join them at White Plaza and
resist the university’s plan to break
down their site.

Hundreds of supporters, mostly
Stanford students, showed up to
demonstrate their solidarity with
the sit-in movement during the
confrontation on Feb. 8. At 6:30
p.m. they congregated in front of
the tents, their numbers steadily
growing over the next hour.

Safety volunteer marshals, affil-
iated with the demonstration, kept
the crowd in order and out of pub-
lic throughways while organizers
called out protest chants and made
speeches in support of Palestine.

“Stanford has yet to take action,
has yet to condemn the genocide,”
said an organizer with a mega-
phone. “We intend to be here until
our demands are met,” she added,
to a roar of cheers.

The university in its letter had
stated that students who didn’t
leave would receive a disciplin-
ary referral to the Office of
Community Standards and “may
also be cited for trespass.” But the
threat of disciplinary action did
not seem to dampen the crowd’s
mood; many students expressed
an intent to defy the university’s
directive and camp out overnight.

“This is part of something
larger,” said Annabelle Davis, a
Stanford student who has been
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closely involved in the sit-in. “We
want the university to behave
ethically,” she said, adding that
this was one of the few spaces on
campus where she has found an
accepting and welcoming com-
munity for all people, including
herself, as she is Jewish.

As 8 p.m. approached, the
crowd linked arms, forming a
circle around the tents in anticipa-
tion that they might be forced to
leave. But as the hour passed, no-
body from the university came to
dismantle the sit-in. Students then
sat down for the night, still closely
pressed to each other.

By 12:45 a.m., students had
settled down for the night with
blankets and books, Davis said.
She estimated that more than 100
students stayed overnight. Officers
from the Santa Clara County
Sheriff’s Office, which staffs
Stanford’s Department of Public
Safety, showed up at 7:30 a.m. but
left around 8 a.m., Davis said.

“It’s wrong to make them leave
in such an underhanded way,” said
one Stanford student, who asked
not to be identified by name. The
student was watching from outside
the circle. When asked why he was
attending the demonstration, he
explained that he was working on
a class project with a Palestinian
student who can’t return home.

“I don’t have a connection to the
conflict. But I do have a connec-
tion to the people here,” he said,
noting that he was from South
Korea and his parents had been
refugees from North Korea.

“I want to support students like
him. This is a big turnout from the
community and it’s important that
it exists,” he added. m

Email Staff Writer Emily
Margaretten at mmargaretten@
my-voice.com.
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SATURDAY & SUNDAY: 1:30 — 4:30 PM

pUYER'S SIDE
cOMMISSION

delean

REALTY

171 EVERETT AVENUE 25 LAS PIEDRAS COURT

_PALO_ALTO Notice to Buyers: Although

a good buyer's agent can add
significant insight and value, you
are not required to use one to
purchase a Deleon listing. If you
would like to submit an offer to us
directly, please contact the DelLeon
Buyer's Team at 650.543.8528 and

S AT U R D AY $3,488,000 | 4 Bd | 3.5 Bth $3, 788 000 | 4.Bd 3.5 Bth we will waive 100% of the buyer's-
side commission.

171Everett.com 25LasPiedras.com
764 PARMA WAY 104 CLOVER LANE 40 SANTA MARIA AVENUE
SUNDAY - . LOS ALTOS _ _MENLO PARI_( PORTOLA VALLEY

$2,988,000 | 3'Bd-1-2 Bth $2,188,00015Bd | 3Bth $3,488,000 | 3 Bd | 3 Bth
764Parma.com 104Clover.com 40SantaMaria.com

LIST WITH THE DELEON TEAM FOR We've entered a new era in real estate, where Sellers do not

need to pay 2.5% or more for the Buyer's Agent. Most of our

Sellers elect to offer only $10,000 to the Buyer's Agent. Should
o the agent seek additional compensation, the Buyer can cover
the difference. Alternatively, the DelLeon Buyer's Team will
o represent that Buyer on our listings without any charge. Yes,
we're even waiving the $10,000!
OR LESS This client-centric approach not only saves our Sellers money

but also draws more Buyers to our listings. It's no wonder we are

Total Com m ISSIO” ] the #1 Listing Team in Silicon Valley!

Caution: Despite a recent court case, some other agents still
advocate for high commissions.

And still enjoy COMPLIMENTARY access to
our vast experience and top-notch services in:

e Marketing

* Home Prep ' - Michael Repka
. |SnSP<?Ct'0nS » DRE #01854880
e Staging ]

* Legal Services through Integra Law Group, LLP , 650.488.7325

.. and much more!

SCAN THE QR CODE FOR
MORE DETAILS OR VISIT US
AT DELEONREALTY.COM

Michael Repka, DRE #01854880 | 650.488.7325 | michael@deleonrealty.com
X7 58 7 B B Audrey Sun, DRE #01933274 &3 650.785.5822
DELEONREALTY.COM | DelLeon Realty, Inc. | DRE #01903224
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LIST WITH THE DELEON TEAM FOR

' 3.5%

Total Commission ]

And still enjoy COMPLIMENTARY access to our vast
experience and top-notch services in:

e Marketing Michael Rep
DRE #0185488

! epection 650.488.73

* Inspections . .

e Staging

Legal Services through Integra Law Group, LLP
... and much more!

We've entered a new era in real estate, where Sellers

do not need to pay 2.5% or more for the Buyer's Agent.
Most of our Sellers elect to offer only $10,000 to

the Buyer’s Agent. Should the agent seek additional
compensation, the Buyer can cover the difference.
Alternatively, the DelLeon Buyer's Team will represent that

Buyer on our listings without any charge. Yes, we're even
waiving the $10,000!

This client-centric approach not only saves our Sellers
money but also draws more Buyers to our listings. It's no
wonder we are the #1 Listing Team in Silicon Valley!

Caution: Despite a recent court case, some other agents
still advocate for high commissions.

Michael Repka, DRE #01854880 | 650.488.7325 | michael@deleonrealty.com |
Equal Housing Opportunity | XX FE#E I ZAudrey Sun, DRE #01933274 E&:
650.785.5822 | DELEONREALTY.COM | DelLeon Realty, Inc. | DRE #01903224
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Public Notices

PALO ALTO THERAPY SERVICES

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT

File No.: FBN701823

The following person (persons) is (are) doing
business as:

1.) Palo Alto Therapy Services, located at 220
CALIFORNIA AVE, SUIT 105, PALO ALTO, CA,
94306, SANTA CLARA COUNTY.

This business is owned by: a Corporation.
The name and residence address of the
registrant(s) is(are):

PALO ALTO MARRIAGE AND FAMILY THERAPY
SERVICES, INC.

220 CALIFORNIA AVE, SUITE 105

PALO ALTO, CA, 94306

CALIFORNIA

Registrant began transacting business under
the fictitious business name(s) listed above on
01/01/2024

This statement was filed with the County
Clerk-Recorder of Santa Clara on January 02
2024.

(PAW Jan 26, Feb 2,9 and 16, 2024)

MACWEB

MACWEB COMPUTING

MACWEB CLOUD SERVICES

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT

File No.: FBN702749

The following person (persons) is (are) doing
business as:

1.) MacWeb, 2.) MacWeb Computing, 3.)
MacWeb Cloud Services, located at 3080
Raymond Street, Santa Clara, CA 95054, Santa
Clara County.

This business is owned by: a Corporation.
The name and residence address of the
registrant(s) is(are):

WEB BROADCASTING CORPORATION

338 Central Ave

Menlo Park, CA 94025

California

Registrant began transacting business under
the fictitious business name(s) listed above on
02/01/2019

This statement was filed with the County
Clerk-Recorder of Santa Clara on January 31
2024.

(PAW Feb 9, 16, 23 and Mar 1, 2024)

PCRT PALO ALTO: PSYCHOTHERAPY FOR
COMPLEX AND RELATIONAL TRAUMA
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT

File No.: FBN 702697

The following person (persons) is (are) doing
business as:

1.) PCRT Palo Alto: Psychotherapy for Complex
and Relational Trauma, located at 220
California Ave. Suite 106 Palo Alto, CA 94306,
Santa Clara County.

This business is owned by: a Corporation.
The name and residence address of the
registrant(s) is(are):

PCRT Palo Alto: Psychotherapy For Complex
and Relational Trauma

220 California Ave Suite 106

Palo Alto, CA 94306

California

Registrant began transacting business under
the fictitious business name(s) listed above on
09/27/2023.

This statement was filed with the County
Clerk-Recorder of Santa Clara on January 30
2024.

(PAW Feb 9, 16, 23 and Mar 1, 2024)

MNT STUDIO

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT

File No.: FBN702263

The following person (persons) is (are) doing
business as:

1.) MNT STUDIO, located at 575 High St, Unit
120. Palo Alto, CA, 94301, Santa Clara County.
This business is owned by: a Limited Liability
Company.

The name and residence address of the
registrant(s) is(are):

MNT WELLNESS CO.

3400 Cottage Way, STE G2 #21316
Sacramento, CA 95825

CA

Registrant began transacting business under
the fictitious business name(s) listed above on
01/15/2024

This statement was filed with the County
Clerk-Recorder of Santa Clara on January 16
2024.

(PAW Feb 16, 23, Mar 1 and 8, 2024)

KURATED KITCHENS

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT

File No.: FBN702897

The following person (persons) is (are) doing
business as:

1.) Kurated Kitchens, located at 155 E Maude
Ave, Sunnyvale CA 94085, Santa Clara County.

This business is owned by: a Corporation.
The name and residence address of the
registrant(s) is(are):

HAPPY BELLIES

155 E Maude Ave

Sunnyvale, CA 94085

CA

Registrant began transacting business under
the fictitious business name(s) listed above on
01/01/2019

This statement was filed with the County
Clerk-Recorder of Santa Clara on February
052024.

(PAW Feb 9, 16, 23 and Mar 1, 2024)

ALTOS ASSOCIATES ADVISORY GROUP
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
File No.: FBN703053

The following person (persons) is (are) doing
business as:

1.) Altos Associates Advisory Group, located
at 2786 George Blauer Pl San Jose, CA 95135,
Santa Clara County.

This business is owned by: an Individual.
The name and residence address of the
registrant(s) is(are):

LARA WALKER

2786 George Blauer Pl

San Jose, CA 95135

Registrant has not yet begun to transact
business under the fictitious business name(s)
listed above.

This statement was filed with the County
Clerk-Recorder of Santa Clara on February
09 2024.

(PAW Feb 16, 23, Mar 1 and 8, 2024)

KUMON MATH AND READING CENTER OF
MILPITAS-PARK VICTORIA

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT

File No.: FBN702329

The following person (persons) is (are) doing
business as:

1.) Kumon Math and Reading Center of
Milpitas-Park Victoria, located at 1789 Landess
Ave. Milpitas, CA 95035, Santa Clara County.
This business is owned by: a Limited Liability
Company.

The name and residence address of the
registrant(s) is(are):

Milpitas-Northwood Math and Reading
Center LLC

3143 Ashbourne Circle

San Ramon, CA 94583

California

Registrant began transacting business under
the fictitious business name(s) listed above on
01/18/2024.

This statement was filed with the County
Clerk-Recorder of Santa Clara on January 18
2024.

(PAW Feb 2,9, 16 and 23, 2024)

CHANCEPLAN

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
File No.: FBN702649

The following person (persons) is (are) doing
business as:

1.) ChancePlan, located at 3507 Ross Road
Palo Alto CA 94303, Santa Clara County.
This business is owned by: a Corporation.
The name and residence address of the
registrant(s) is(are):

ANALYCORP, INC.

3507 Ross Road

Palo Alto, CA 94303

California

Registrant has not yet begun to transact
business under the fictitious business name(s)
listed above.

This statement was filed with the County
Clerk-Recorder of Santa Clara on January 26
2024.

(PAW Feb 16, 23, Mar 1 and 8, 2024)

SIPMATH GROUP

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
File No.: FBN702661

The following person (persons) is (are) doing
business as:

1.) SIPmath Group, located at 3507 Ross Road
Palo Alto, CA 94303, Santa Clara County.
This business is owned by: a Corporation.
The name and residence address of the
registrant(s) is(are):

ANALYCORP, INC.

3507 Ross Road

Palo Alto, CA 94303

California

Registrant has not yet begun to transact
business under the fictitious business name(s)
listed above.

This statement was filed with the County
Clerk-Recorder of Santa Clara on January 29
2024.

(PAW Feb 16, 23, Mar 1 and 8, 2024)

NO DIAMONDS WEB SERVICES

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
File No.: FBN702106

The following person (persons) is (are) doing
business as:

1.) No Diamonds Web Services, located at
349 Diablo Ct. Palo Alto, CA 94306, Santa
Clara County.

This business is owned by: a Limited Liability
Company.

The name and residence address of the
registrant(s) is(are):

NO DIAMONDS LLC

349 Diablo Ct.

Palo Alto, CA 94306

California

Registrant began transacting business under
the fictitious business name(s) listed above
on 12/19/2023

This statement was filed with the County
Clerk-Recorder of Santa Clara on January
10,2024.

(PAW Jan 26, Feb 2, 9 and 16, 2024)

NOTICE OF PETITION TO ADMINISTER ESTATE
OF:

JON R.TANI

Case No.: 24PR196480

To all heirs, beneficiaries, creditors,
contingent creditors, and persons who may
otherwise be interested in the will or estate,
or both, of JON R. TANI.

A Petition for Probate has been filed by:
Kenneth A.Tani and Lisa A. Scolari in the
Superior Court of California, County of Santa
Clara.

The Petition for Probate requests that:
Kenneth A.Tani and Lisa A. Scolari be
appointed as personal representative to
administer the estate of the decedent.

THE PETITION requests the decedent's will
and codicils, if any, be admitted to probate.
The will and any codicils are available for
examination in the file kept by the court. THE
PETITION requests authority to administer
the estate under the Independent
Administration of Estates Act. (This authority
will allow the personal representative

to take many actions without obtaining
court approval. Before taking certain very
important actions, however, the personal
representative will be required to give notice
to interested persons unless they have
waived notice or consented to the proposed
action.) The independent administration
authority will be granted unless an
interested person files an objection to the
petition and shows good cause why the
court should not grant the authority.

A HEARING on the petition will be held on
April 05 2024 at 9:01AM in Department 1 of
the Superior Court of California, County of
Santa Clara, located at 191 N. First Street, San
Jose, CA,95113.

If you object to the granting of the petition,
you should appear at the hearing and state
your objections or file written objections
with the court before the hearing. Your
appearance may be in person or by your
attorney.

If you are a creditor or a contingent creditor
of the decedent, you must file your claim
with the court and mail a copy to the
personal representative appointed by the
court within the later of either (1) four
months from the date of first issuance of
letters to a general personal representative,
as defined in section 58 (b) of the California
Probate Code, or (2) 60 days from the date
of mailing or personal delivery to you of a
notice under section 9052 of the California
Probate Code. Other California statutes and
legal authority may affect your rights as a
creditor. You may want to consult with an
attorney knowledgeable in California law.
You may examine the file kept by the court.
If you are a person interested in the estate,
you may file with the court a Request for
Special Notice (form DE-154) of the filing of
an inventory and appraisal of estate assets
or of any petition or account as provided in
Probate Code section 1250. A Request for
Special Notice form is available from the
court clerk.

Attorney for Petitioner:

Lisa M. Kajani

Kramer Radin, LLP

280 Second St. Suite 100

Los Altos, CA 94022

650-941-8600

(PAW Feb 9, 16 and 23, 2024)

To place a legal notice visit
PaloAltoOnline.com/legal_notices/
The deadline is Monday at 11:59 pm.
For assistance email LegalNotices@
paweekly.com.
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Upfront

Housing

(continued from page 8)

(the minimum required by state
law) to 1,200 square feet. A report
from the Department of Planning
and Development suggests that in-
creasing the size would “improve
the feasibility of the projects, in-
troduce more two-bedroom homes
and potentially create more finan-
cially accessible ownership units.”

“We think this change in square
footage may have the effect of
receiving more applications, and
that’s why we believe we’ll gen-
erate that number,” Planning
Director Jonathan Lait said, refer-
ring to the 40 projected dwellings.

John Kelley, a local housing
advocate, urged the council to be
more aggressive and not wait un-
til 2025 to make the change. He
pointed to the very small number
of applications that the city has re-
ceived since SB9 became law more
than two years ago.

“If the intent was to create more
housing in Palo Alto, what we
have right now just isn’t working,”
Kelley said.

Not everyone was as enthusiastic
about SB9. Kou characterized it as
an example of a “state unfunded
mandate that (has) taken away
so much from the residents who

are already living here.” She and
Lauing both supported including
notification requirement so that
to all residents within 600 feet of
the SB9 site are alerted about new
applications.

“(SB9) really removed democ-
racy and (residents’) right to speak
up about where they live, how they
live, what the impacts are going to
be,” Kou said. “I really think this
is the least that we can do in giving
them at least that little bit of notifi-
cation that something will be hap-
pening next door, across or behind
them, within a certain distance.”

Most of her colleagues reject-
ed this idea, which they argued
would add costs, entail more work
for staff and treat SB9 applica-
tions differently from other resi-
dential projects such as accessory
dwellings units and home renova-
tions. Council member Pat Burt
also noted that unlike with other
projects, the city cannot deny SB9
applications and neighbors don’t
have the option of appealing these
developments.

“I just want to make sure the
notifications don’t give a false im-
pression to neighbors that we have
any discretionary approval of these
projects,” Burt said. m

Email Staff Writer Gennady
Sheyner at gsheyner@paweekly.
com.

Salaries

(continued from page 10)

financial circumstance is so flush,”
she said. “I just think the city miss-
es out on the best possible gover-
nance if only people with that level
of financial means can serve.”

Even so, Lythcott-Haims ob-
served that Palo Alto Mayor Greer
Stone is a teacher and a renter —
hardly an exemplar of the type of
gentry class that she had described.
“I don’t know how he does it,” she
said during the discussion.

Kou, who is a realtor, and
Tanaka, a tech entrepreneur, also
pushed back against how she
framed the issue, with each main-
taining that they are not “rich” and
are not serving on the council for
compensation. Though both voted
to create the committee, consis-
tent with direction from the City
Council, both said they will not

support salary increases for coun-
cil members.

Tanaka said he views serving on
the council as a “volunteer posi-
tion.” He also said that he had been
volunteering in his communities
for most of his life and considers
his service as a “passion project”
rather than a job.

“I’m not doing this for the mon-
ey,” said Tanaka, who was also the
sole council member to vote against
raising salaries in December. “I'm
doing this because I live here and I
want to have a great life here and I
want to make it better.

Kou similarly said that she views
her time on the council as a “public
service” and that she has no prob-
lem with the current system.

“I didn’t come in here for com-
pensation,” Kou said. “It’s never
been part of what I had wanted.” m

Email Staff Writer Gennady
Sheyner at gsheyner@paweekly.
com.

Salary Range: $185,000 - $188,000/yr.

Employment

Rivian Automotive, LLC has multiple positions available in Palo Alto, CA. Refer
to Job Ref # & email resume to hrmobility@rivian.com.: Senior Suspension
Controls Engineers (Job ref #: SSCE23DT) ClIborte w/Systms Engneers & SME to
dfne &itrate rqmnts. Salary Range: $163,000 - $188,000/yr. Senior Staff Software
Engineers, Embedded, Autonomy (Job Ref #: SSSEEA24PM) Anlyze the tchncal,
Igstcal & schdle rsks & prvde feedbck on the prject to the slf-drvng team mngmnt.
Salary Range: $185,000 - $211,000/yr. Staff NVH Development Engineers (Job Ref
#: SNDE24SK) Prfrm FEA & SEA anlyses to slve Strctre brne & arbrne NVH prblms

in Elctric vhcls. Salary Range: $184,000 - $211,000/yr. Staff Engineers, Perception
Software (Job Ref #: SEPS23SG) Cllbrte clsly w/ML prctitionrs to undrstnd their
mdels, idntfy avnues to imprve mdel prfrmnce & create new approachs whn
ncessary. Salary Range: $205,000 - $236,000/yr. Sr. Software Engineers (Job Ref
#: SSE24AN) Buld high qulty, tstble, and scalble bcknd systms incldng REST APIs,
batch jobs, & systm intgrtion. Salary Range: $185,000 - $188,000/yr. Software
Engineers Il, Perception, Autonomy (Job Ref #: SEPA24DD) Dvip mchine
learning sftwre to enble autnomous drivng capbilities for Rivian's elctric vhcles.

For employment advertising, please visit PaloAltoOnline.com/employment_ads/.




Upfront

Power outages

(continued from page 5)

dropping back to about 150 minutes in
2022.

Palo Alto’s recent record, however, is less
than stellar. Last year’s wet winter raised
Palo Alto’s outage minutes to nearly 150
minutes per customer as trees took out pow-
er lines during storms, disrupting service.
And just last week, another storm took out
power for about 3,000 customers in various
neighborhoods, according to the Utilities
Department.

“Those declines in reliability may have
impacted perceptions,” Abendschein said.

Weather, however, isn’t the only obstacle
to reliability. Aging infrastructure and staff-
ing shortages both contribute to a loss of
reliability, Abendschein said. Structural
vulnerabilities also play a role in shaping
perception. In February 2010, the entire city
lost power for about 12 hours after a downed
airplane took out the three lines that share
one pathway and that connect Palo Alto to
PG&E. While city officials have been talk-
ing intermittently about adding another
pathway, those plans have not yet come to
fruition.

To address these issues, the City Council
is preparing to adopt later this year a new
strategic plan for reliability and resiliency.
The plan, which council members discussed
on Feb. 12, calls for modernizing the elec-
tric grid, promoting new strategies for ef-
ficient electrification and evaluating emerg-
ing technologies such as solar storage and
microgrids, among other strategies.

By far the biggest component of the plan
is the city’s $300-million effort to upgrade
the grid, a project that the city is launching
this year and that it hopes to complete by
2030. The effort aims to both improve reli-
ability and add capacity to the city’s grid,
which currently cannot accommodate the
council’s electrification goals.

The effort will include upgrading the 4
kV lines that were installed in 1967 with 12
kV lines, upgrading more than half of the
3,000 transformers in the city’s distribu-
tion system, replacing hundreds of poles so
that they can support the heavier equipment
and installing pad-mounted transformers
in neighborhoods that have underground
electricity.

“For this investment, the city will be able
to enhance its reliability, modernize the grid
to accommodate solar storage and other
new technology, add enough capacity to en-
able the city to be electrified and potentially
accommodate new resiliency solutions as
well,” Abendschein said. “It’s an investment
that will really put Palo Alto well ahead of
other communities on the path to lowering
emissions and future-proofing the electric
system.”

For the council, the grid upgrade is a nec-
essary prerequisite to its ultimate goal of
carbon neutrality. While officials publicly

promote electrification, the grid currently
cannot handle widespread adoption of elec-
tric appliances such as space heaters and ad-
vanced electric vehicle chargers. The city’s
most ambitious sustainability program at
the moment is providing subsidies and on-
bill financing for customers who want to
replace their gas water heaters with heat
pump water heaters.

“Right now, the only thing we can re-
ally add on from a customer standpoint is
heat pump water heaters,” Utilities Director
Dean Batchelor told the Utilities Advisory
Commission earlier this month during its
own discussion of grid modernization.
“That’s about the only load we can pick and
it’s a pretty small load that the system will
be able to handle.”

While the council has yet to adopt the
new strategic plan, members acknowledged
that it will play a critical role in convincing
the public that going fully electric isn’t just
environmentally sound but also safe and
reliable.

“There’s definitely a disconnect between
perceptions of reliability and the reliability
that we’re seeing, especially when com-
pared to PG&E,” Mayor Greer Stone said
during the Feb. 12 discussion. “I’'m con-
cerned that the only thing that’s really go-
ing to impact the perception is going to be a
combination of time and our ability to make
it through subsequent winters with little to
no outages,’

Council member Vicki Veenker, who
sits on the council’s Sustainability/Climate
Action Plan Committee, concurred and
called the new strategic plan “extremely
important.”

“Our grid could be the biggest hurdle or
the biggest enabler of our achieving our cli-
mate goals,” Veenker said. “And this plan
is how we make it be the enabler not the
hurdle.”

In addition to limiting power outages, the

Bicyclist

(continued from page 5)

the incident. A reporter observed at the
scene a downed bicycle and a helmet.

Resident Fred Balin said he was driv-
ing by the area at about 11:20 a.m. when
he saw that the road was closed near
Arastradero. About two hours later, as
he was driving north on Foothill, he saw
more officers and deputies. There was a
vehicle on the side of the road and heavy
law enforcement presence in the south-
bound lane.

“I could see a yellow cover over some-
thing and a photographer with a tripod
on the street, as well as a few other police
cars,” Balin said.

On Wednesday morning, the Sheriff’s
Office issued a statement on X requesting
to speak with anyone who may have wit-
nessed the collision. The office is asking
any motorist who may have been driving
in the area between 9:30 a.m. and 9:50
a.m. on Feb. 13 to review their dash cam-
eras to see if the collision may have been
recorded. m

Email Staff Writer Gennady Sheyner at
gsheyner@paweekly.com.

Magali Gauther
Transformers at the East Meadow substation at the intersection of East Meadow
Drive and Middlefield Road in Palo Alto channel power to the city’s residents.

plan will also consider ways that the city can
leverage solar batteries and vehicle-to-grid
technologies that allow electric cars to ef-
fectively function like batteries. The current
grid would struggle to integrate these tech-
nologies, according to Utilities Department
staff. The system was designed for one-way
power flow from generators to homes and
businesses, according to a report from the
department.

“Adding high penetrations of technologies
like solar and batteries that can feed the grid
instead of just consume from it can cause
voltage drops or even conditions when power
is flowing the opposite direction,” the report
states. “Voltage drops can cause flickering
lights and issues with electrical equipment,

while reverse flows can be a serious issue
because existing grid protection devices like
fuses or voltage control systems are only de-
signed to work when power is flowing one
way, so two-way flow can create dangerous
conditions.”

With the grid update, the city hopes to
convert this liability into an asset. According
to the report, the utility could provide price
signals or education to get people to use en-
ergy at times when the grid is less crowded
or less dirty.

“And if people consistently operate these
technologies in a grid-friendly way — for
example, charging vehicles or batteries mid-
day or at night rather than in the evening
when the grid is most heavily used — it
could also mitigate the capacity impacts of
electrification on the electric distribution
system,” the report states.

Council member Pat Burt, who chairs the
council’s Sustainability and Climate Action
Plan Committee, called the new strategic
plan a “big deal” and emphasized the im-
portance of accommodating emerging tech-
nologies and “smart systems” that could
make electric supply both more plentiful
and more reliable.

“It’s a real transformation that’s occur-
ring in this electrification field, where
we’re not just saying to electrify in the fu-
ture all we need to do is double the way
we do things,” Burt said. “It’s an entirely
new, innovative approach and the technol-
ogy advances are happening in real time,
one after another.” m

Email Staff Writer Gennady Sheyner at
gsheyner@paweekly.com.

About the cover: Images courtesy Getty
Images. Design by Douglas Young.

Silicon Valley Savvy Meets
Orange County Oasis:

Your Dream Home Awaits!

HOMES WITH RONA
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REALTOR®
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Let me be your bridge to paradise:
Contact me today for a free
consultation. Get a personalized
market analysis of your Bay Area
property.

Explore investment opportunities
and dream homes in Orange
County.

Don't settle for just one market -
experience the best of both with
your own Silicon Valley + Orange
County realtor!

* Proven Expertise: 20+ years in mortgage industry, ensuring

smooth sailing.

* Tailored Solutions: Diverse loan options for any credit situation.
» Competitive Rates: Secure the best deal for your dream home.
* Seamless Experience: Streamlined process with collaboration

across parties.

* Free Consultation: Let’s discuss your unique needs and answer

your questions.

Brian Starr

Loan Consultant | NMLS# 1498970

925.309.1243 office | 408.661.2067 cell
brianstarr@loandepot.com | www.loandepot.com/brianstarr
17500 Depot St, Ste 170, Morgan Hill, 95037
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A
Donald Wallace Paisley

Dec. 20, 1927-Jan. 26, 2024

Donald Wallace Paisley Jr., 96, passed away peacefully on
January 26th, 2024, amongst family and friends in Palo Alto,
Calif. Don is survived by his wife, Sandra Paisley; his five chil-
dren, Charlie, Christopher and his wife Donna, Donelle, Mark
and his wife Hilda, and Scott and his wife Gayle; his daughter-
in-law Diana; in-laws Brad, Lorrie, and Neil; and six grandkids,
Blake, Caden, Erica, Jack, Kent, and Reice.

He was born on December 20th, 1927, in Cleveland, Ohio, to
Donald Wallace Paisley Sr. and Jean Hilton Paisley. Don grew
up in the Buckeye State and moved westward upon entrance
into Stanford University, where he graduated in 1950. While at
Stanford, Don met Helen Christine Walker, whom he married
in 1950. They had the first three of Don’s children, Christopher,
Scott, and Mark. Don also obtained a Master’s in Education at
San Jose State in 1951.

Don remained in the Bay Area to begin working, where he re-
sided throughout his career. Don started by becoming a teacher
in the Sunnyvale School District, then became a Whisman
Mountain View School District principal in 1962. Over the next
23 years, Don served as the principal at three of the district’s
schools: Stevenson School, Theuerkauf Elementary, and the
Whisman School. Don married Charlene Schill in 1969, and
they had his last two children, Donelle and Charlie.

Shortly before retiring in 1985, Don married Sandra Gray
in 1983. His family continues his teaching legacy, with son
Christopher, a professor at Santa Clara University, and grand-
daughter Erica, a teacher at Baker Elementary School.

Don and Sandra moved to San Diego after Don ended his
career, soaking in more of one of his favorite things: the sun.
In his free time, Don loved going to the beach. He took his kids
over Highway 17 to Rio Del Mar for weekends and a traditional
week-long vacation over the summer during their childhood.
Fittingly, the final trip of his life away from Palo Alto was to
Santa Barbara, Calif,, for his son Mark’s wedding at Butterfly
Beach in 2020.

Don and Sandra split their time between sunny San Diego
and cloudy London, enjoying their other favorite activity, going
to plays. They spent numerous evenings taking in shows at the
West End Theatres.

Don was a pillar of strength over the final act of his life. After
Sandra had a tragic accident resulting in a brain bleed and need-
ing additional care in 2012, the two moved back to the Bay Area
to a retirement community in Palo Alto to be closer to family.
Don diligently provided the majority of her care, only getting
more assistance from their caretakers, Nesi and Annabelle,
within a few years of his passing. Even near the end of his life,
when Sandra would get up at night, Don would turn over and
flatten the sheets to make the bed as comfortable as possible
upon her return.

Don was known for his quick wit, comical one-liners, and
beaming with pride for his family. He would always look around
the room over his final holidays with his loved ones, toasting to
his pride in his beautiful family and what it meant to him that
they could all gather together.

His wisdom and compassion will be deeply missed by all who
had the privilege of knowing him. Donald Wallace Paisley Jr.
leaves a legacy of love and memories that family and friends will
cherish. May he rest in peace, surrounded by the love of those
who hold him dear in their hearts.

PAID OBITUARY
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Pulse

A weekly compendium of vital statistics

POLICE CALLS

Palo Alto
Feb. 7-14

Arrests
Total people arrested . .. .......... 26

Violence Related

El Camino Real and W Charleston
Road, 2/3 at 11:17 a.m. Battery with
serious bodily injury (felony)

Homer Avenue, 2/5 at 9:08 a.m.
Suicide

W Bayshore Road, 2/6 at 2:11 p.m.
Domestic violence (misdemeanor)
De Soto Drive, 2/7 at 8:12 p.m.
Robbery (felony)

Pasteur Drive, 2/7 at 10:49 a.m.
Battery (misdemeanor)

Matadero Avenue, 2/9 at 11:41 a.m.
Arson (felony)

Local residents who died
recently include:

Kenneth W. Anstey, 77, a for-
mer San Mateo resident and a
hockey player, who earned an
M.B.A. in business, was a husband
to Mary Jo for 55 years and father
and grandfather, and volunteered at
the St. Vincent de Paul Society in
San Mateo, on Sept. 18,2023.

Donald Wallace Paisley Jr., 96,
a Palo Alto resident, who gradu-
ated from Stanford University in
1950 and earned a master’s de-
gree in education from San Jose
State University, who taught in the
Sunnyvale and Mountain View
Whisman school districts, ulti-
mately becoming a principal in the
Mountain View Whisman School
District, and was known for his
quick wit and comical one-liners,
on Jan. 26, 2024.

Mary Carey Schaefer, 90, a
Palo Alto resident of over 50 years,
who was an artist, interior designer,
great grandmother, community ac-
tivist and basketball fan, who made
California her home following her
graduation from Cornell University
in 1955, who fought tenaciously
for her causes with good humor
and passion, teaching her children
kindness and resolve and mettle,
and who was actively involved in
the Woman’s Club of Palo Alto, her
bridge group and a gourmet cook-
ing group, on Jan. 29, 2024.

Edward Albert Moore, 89, a
Redwood City resident, who was
an actor, theatre director, set de-
signer and playwright with credits
in a national playlist, who start-
ed theatre groups in Cleveland,
Ohio; New Zealand; and Western
Samoa, whose popular garden
sculptures often disappeared from

Theft Related

Burglary .......... ... ... 4
Grandtheft...................... 6
Identity theft . .................... 3
Pettytheft. ......... ... .. ... .. .. 9
Retailtheft. . ..................... 1
Shoplifting. . ......... ... .o 12
Theftundefined. .. ................ 1
Alcohol or Drug Related

Driving under the influence. .. ....... 1

Vehicle Related

Abandonedauto. . ................ 3
Auto recovery . .2
Autotheft ....... ... .. ... ... .. .. 6
Hitandrun ........ . ... L 3
Theftfromauto. ................. 36
Theft of vehicleparts . ............. 1
Vehicle accident/injury . ............ 4
Vehicle accident/no injury. .. ........ 6
Vehicle tampering. .. .............. 3
Miscellaneous

Othercalls ..................... 42

OBITUARIES

his front yard soon after they were
displayed and who ran the Grand
Canyon from rim to rim, on Jan.
27,2024.

Ann M. Robinson, 85, a long-
time resident of Palo Alto, who
taught at Laguna Salada Union
Schools in Pacifica between 1969
and 1973 where she produced
the film “A Summer School
Experience” for the district, who
when her first child was born,
launched AMR Graphics, which
she operated out of her home’s ga-
rage, who founded the alternative
birthing center, The Birthplace,
with a group of volunteers, nurs-
es and doctors, and Stanford
University Hospital volunteer, on
Dec. 7,2023.

Robert Michael Heneveld, 82,
a former Palo Alto resident, who
served patients for three decades
at his Burlingame dental practice,
and who is remembered for his
unwavering love and dedication to
his family, as well as his lifelong
commitment to making a positive
impact on the world around him,
on Jan. 16, 2024.

Marge Cassingham, 99, a 55-
year resident of Portola Valley,
who was a gifted musician and
classical pianist for 90 years and
active in the Palo Alto Two Piano
Club, who earned a degree in
music from Occidental College,
and who was a resident of The
Sequoias, on Jan. 24, 2024.

Jean Char Gong, 97, a 70-year
Palo Alto resident, who was a be-
loved wife, mother, grandmother,
teacher, and cherished friend, who
earned a master’s in education from
Stanford University, who taught
elementary school at Fairmeadow
and El Carmelo for 32 years in Palo

Alto, and a great grandmother to
18, 0on Jan. 31, 2024.

Marilyn Joyce, 88, a former
Menlo Park resident of 25 years,
who a beloved wife, mother, and
devoted member of the commu-
nity, a University of California
at Berkeley graduate, who was a
member of the Ladera Community
Church, then Menlo Park
Presbyterian Church member, who
in 1969 conceived, designed and
operated her innovative boutique
THE DOOR, Gifts and Items for
the Home, right beside the Menlo
Park Post Office, and who actively
supported United Menlo Atherton
(school spirit organization), on Nov.
25,2023.

Shirley Powers, 87, a Palo
Alto resident, who was a Raging
Grannies member, and who dedi-
cated her life to avant-garde pur-
suits such as combining her jazz
compositions with her poetry,
conquering every hiking trail in
the Bay Area, kayaking through
bevies of otters in Monterey Bay,
and publishing poetry in progres-
sive women’s anthologies, on Feb.
7,2024.

Sue Basso, 82, a Menlo Park
resident, who earned a degree
in international relations from
Stanford University in 1962, who
was known as “Granny Sue” by
her five grandchildren, who could
usually be found sitting amongst
piles of novels, biographies, news-
papers and investment magazines,
who was a swimmer and astute
self-trained stock investor, on Jan.
7,2024.

To read full obituaries, leave
remembrances and post pho-
tos, go to Lasting Memories at
PaloAltoOnline.com/obituaries. m
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Shirley Ann Powers
March 7, 1936 - February 7, 2024

Grande Dame Shirley Powers
passed away with her daughter and
grandson by her side on February
7th, 2024. After spending her child-
hood freezing through the Wisconsin
winters, she was thrilled to earn her
bachelor’s degree in music and land in
sunny California. Shirley dedicated
her life to avant-garde pursuits such
as combining her jazz compositions
with her poetry, conquering every
hiking trail in the Bay Area, kayak-
ing through bevies of otters in Monterey Bay, and publishing
poetry in progressive women’s anthologies. She had two great
passions: fighting for social justice and John, her partner of 42
years. Together, they worked for change with endeavors such
as producing content and working cameras for a local cable
TV news show, marching to protect women’s right to choose,
and singing with the international peace group, the Raging
Grannies. Working with the Grannies allowed Shirley to com-
bine her love of music, theatricality, and political protest. She
took great pride when her local chapter was included on the
FBI “To Be Watched” list. Beyond her high energy, charismatic,
funny personality, Shirley was a big ball of love. She loved her
daughters, Erin and Colleen, and her grandson, Ryan, with a
warmth and enthusiasm that helped them learn to love others
in the same way, leaving a beautiful legacy. Shirley liked to be
thought of as a tough, smart-talking, outrageous fighter, and
while true, she was also an incredibly loving mom and grand-
mother who will be terribly and forever missed.

A memorial service will be held on Saturday, March 2nd,
from 2-5 PM at Shirley’s home. The Raging Grannies are sing-
ing at 3:00.

In lieu of flowers, please donate to your favorite progressive
cause, or better yet, volunteer to defeat Trump in November.

PAID OBITUARY

Edward Moore

March 19, 1934 - January 27, 2024

Edward Albert Moore died
peacefully in his sleep January 27,
2024, at his home in Redwood City,
CA. He died of pulmonary disease
just a few weeks shy of his 90th
birthday.

How does one describe a multi-
talented, many-faceted, good man?
Edward was an actor, theatre di-
rector, set designer and playwright
with credits in a national playl-
ist. He started theatre groups in
Cleveland, OH; New Zealand and Western Samoa.

He was a published science fiction writer, an artist, antique
restorer, creator of museum displays, intricate wood puzzles
and other artistic projects. His popular garden sculptures
often disappeared from his front yard soon after they were
displayed.

He was an adventurer, ran the Grand Canyon from rim to
rim, trekked through national parks in the US and parks in
Australia and New Zealand.

Edward taught and played the ukulele throughout the pen-
insula for 15 years. He delighted in composing exercises and
etudes to challenge friends in his music groups.

He remained active and involved despite his illness, as a
member of the National Horseshoe Pitching Association. He
recently returned to a previous hobby — creating Japanese
bonsai tree art. He is survived by his wife P.A. (Patricia)
Moore of Redwood City; his brother Philip Moore in Grants
Pass, OR; and a sister Mary Alice Vertz in Show Low, AZ.

PAID OBITUARY

Ann Montgomery Robinson
July 8, 1939 - December 7, 2023

Ann M. Robinson, a longtime resident of
Palo Alto, passed away on December 7, 2023,
surrounded by family and caregivers.

Ann was born the first child of John H.
Montgomery and Virginia E. Price on July 8,
1939, in Champaign, Illinois. Ann moved with
her family to Maryland, then Texas, visiting
her tight-knit family in Indiana during the
summers. She graduated from Paschal High
School in Fort Worth (1957) and went to Texas
Tech University, where she joined the soror-
ity Gamma Phi Beta and earned a bachelor’s
in Advertising Art and Design (1962). She
moved to Dallas to work as a Graphic Artist,
an Art Instructor, and a freelance artist. While
living there, Ann traveled to Sweden on the
Experiment in International Living (1964),
earned a Master of Arts at North Texas State
University (1967), and started a Ph.D. in
Education. She also produced art for public
exhibitions and private collections and cre-
ated films. Ann met her husband, William
“Rob” Robinson (1939-2022) through friends
at Northaven United Methodist Church. They
married August 28, 1965 and settled in the
Dallas suburb Farmers Branch before moving
to Palo Alto in 1969.

Between 1969 and 1973, Ann taught for
the Laguna Salada Union Schools in Pacifica.
When her first child was born, she launched
AMR Graphics, which she operated out of her
home’s garage or “studio.” Ann designed logos,
menus, and local campaign posters there, met
with clients, collaborated with Rob, and pre-
pared activities, like tie-dye t-shirts, for her
children and their friends.

Ann’s career pivoted after the birth of
her second child, who was born with Cystic
Fibrosis. She had founded the alternative birth-
ing center, The Birthplace, with a group of vol-
unteers, nurses, and doctors, so by 1979, when
she became one of a dozen or so volunteers at
Cystic Fibrosis Research, Inc. (CRFI), Ann was
prepared to grow the then small non-profit
organization. As her youngest child lived and
grew up with CF, Ann became more involved
in CFRI’s mission to educate families and raise
money for CF research. Within 20 years, she
went from part-time volunteer to the first full-
time executive director. Through events like the
Mother’s Day Tea and the CFRI annual confer-
ences, she helped raise thousands of dollars for
CF research and disseminate knowledge about
medical breakthroughs. Her unwavering opti-
mism about finding a cure for CF matched her
commitment to helping families grapple with
the disease. Her work with CFRI touched le-
gions of people worldwide.

Annloved to entertain her family and friends
with food at social gatherings. Her cooking
of food was as bountiful as her recipe boxes
and binders, which overflowed with family
and friends’ recipes. She lavished her son-in-
law with lasagna and her nephews with fresh
California fruit. She made twice-baked pota-
toes for holiday suppers and prepared soups,
salads, and biscuits regularly for others. She’d
go out for lunch or dinner, but her home and
garden were where she most ate in community
with others.

As the oldest child and cousin in the Price

clan, she was the keeper of many family sto-
ries. She used stories as currency to teach her
children, nieces, and nephews about where and
who they came from and to buoy people who
needed a good story about CF. Sometimes, her
stories were about funny things that happened
in college or the early years of motherhood.
Other times, the stories held lessons of per-
severance and healing. Her stories taught her
children to “vote with their feet,” seek connec-
tion with others, get educated, and not just sit
there; do something!

In retirement, Ann stayed busy. She joined
weekday water aerobics classes at the Palo
Alto YMCA, where she became a regular party
planner, organizing birthday parties and lun-
cheons for other devoted swimmers. She also
volunteered at Stanford University Hospital as
a parent advocate for CF families, keeping up
with medical advancements and her commit-
ment to helping those with the disease.

All this time, Ann kept a meditation practice,
first in classes and then with a group of women
who faithfully met weekly for meditation and
prayer. Her practice sustained friendships and
gave her the wisdom to speak, act, and advocate
for others. She could keep smiling, see beauty,
and stay hopeful even when life brought the
toughest challenges. In this way, Ann saw the
potential in everything around her. From the
tumbleweed of Texas, which became the fam-
ily Christmas tree one year, to the progress of
CF research, she focused on the creative po-
tential of events, people, and the world. Ann
was mindful, healing, intuitive, quick-witted,
giving, and purposeful in her projects, friend-
ships, and family. She kept people connected to
each other and to causes.

Her legacy of love carries on in the lives of her
children, Clare and Carl Robinson, three be-
loved grandchildren, a son-in-law and daugh-
ter-in-law, her brother John Montgomery,
nieces and nephews, cousins, and many, many
friends.

A Celebration of Life will be held at Unity
Palo Alto on March 10 at 2 pm.

PAID OBITUARY
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- 171 EVERETT AVENUE
(O PALO ALTO

deleon |e2N

MODERN AND STYLISH

The shops and restaurants of University Avenue are just steps away from this stylish 4-bedroom, 3.5-bathroom home located in the heart of
downtown Palo Alto. Custom-built in 2010 and designed by award-winning Barton Architects, this home offers clean, modern architectural
lines and high-end construction, with over 2,400 square feet of interior space centered around a spectacular 2-story atrium designed to
maximize natural light. The open main level flows seamlessly from the expansive living room/dining room to the updated kitchen with
appliances from Miele and Café, while the lower level offers tremendous flexible-use space ideally suited for a family room, media center,
or office. Comfortable bedrooms are arranged on both levels, highlighted by the large downstairs suite with a step-in shower, as well as
the main-level primary bedroom with a Jacuzzi tub. A delightful backyard area is perfect for al fresco enjoyment, and this home also enjoys
energy-efficient features such as solar panels, and an off-street parking space. Find yourself just 2 blocks from University Avenue, a half-
mile from Caltrain, close to numerous parks, and just minutes from the Stanford Shopping Center, while also enjoying convenient access to
Stanford University and US 101. The ultimate downtown lifestyle awaits — welcome home.

OPEN HOUSE Notice to Buyers:

SAT & SUN 1:30 PM - 4:30 PM Although a good buyer's agent can add significant insight and

value, you are not required to use one to purchase a DelLeon

listing. If you would like to submit an offer to us directly, please
171Everett.com contact the DeLeon Buyer's Team at 650.543.8528 and we will
Listed at $3,488,000 waive 100% of the buyer's-side commission.

Listed by the DelLeon Team

Michael Repka, DRE #01854880 | 650.488.7325 | michael@deleonrealty.com | Equal Housing Opportunity
¥ X738 5 B % Audrey Sun, DRE #01933274 & #: 650.785.5822 | DELEONREALTY.COM | DelLeon Realty, Inc. | DRE #01903224
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' 40 SANTA MARIA AVENUE
(O] PORTOLA VALLEY
deleon ' 2 v

REALTY

PEACEFUL PRIVACY ON NEARLY 1.4 ACRES

Nearly 1.4 acres of land set amidst the natural beauty of Portola Valley plays host to this inviting 3-bedroom home. Enveloped by lush
greenery, this home offers a serene retreat, featuring over 3,300 square feet of living space and a light-filled, airy ambiance inspired by its
verdant surroundings. Stylish appointments such as beamed ceilings, refinished hardwood floors, and beautiful woodwork adorn this home.
The expansive floorplan encompasses generous gathering areas, a cozy fireplace, a kitchen equipped with a professional-grade Thermador
range, a dedicated home office for comfortable remote work, and a spectacular Hinoki soaking tub in the primary suite that provides a spa-
like experience. Enjoy an indoor/outdoor lifestyle that only Portola Valley can provide on sprawling, multi-level grounds that feature a pool,
numerous fruit trees, and a delightful tea room. And though this home offers incredible privacy, you will still be a short drive from amenities
such as the iconic Alpine Inn, Interstate 280, vibrant parks and nature preserves, and top schools including Ormondale and Corte Madera
(buyer to verify eligibility).

OPEN HOUSE Notice to Buyers:

SAT & SUN 1:30 PM - 4:30 PM Although a good buyer's agent can add significant insight and

value, you are not required to use one to purchase a Deleon
. listing. If you would like to submit an offer to us directly, please
405SantaMaria.com contact the DeLeon Buyer's Team at 650.543.8528 and we will
Listed at $3,488,000 waive 100% of the buyer's-side commission.

Listed by the DelLeon Team

Michael Repka, DRE #01854880 | 650.488.7325 | michael@deleonrealty.com | Equal Housing Opportunity
¥ X738 5 B % Audrey Sun, DRE #01933274 & #: 650.785.5822 | DELEONREALTY.COM | DelLeon Realty, Inc. | DRE #01903224
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Arts & Entertainment

A weekly guide to music, theater, art, culture, books and more, edited by Heather Zimmerman

{0 MOUTH'

Inhas Lots to say

Palo Alto-raised filmmaker contributes
to America’s racial reckoning with documentary
on activist Rev. Al Sharpton

ometime in the 1980s, a

kid came home from soc-

cer practice at Gunn High
School, grabbed some chips and
salsa, and settled down in front
of the TV to watch the talk show
“Donahue.” On the show that day,
a primarily white audience jeered
at young Black civil rights activists
as they shouted above the noise to
make their point about the upset-
ting realities of systemic racism in
Anmerica at the time.

One of those activists was Rev.
Al Sharpton. The kid watching the
show was Josh Alexander, who
grew up to become a documentary
filmmaker.

Alexander is a Gunn High School
alumnus. He recently wrote and di-
rected “Loudmouth,” a biographi-
cal documentary on Sharpton’s
career, focused on fighting against
racial injustice, particularly in
New York in the 1980s and 1990s.
Through archival footage, and a
detailed interview with Sharpton in
the present day, the film recounts
tragic stories of victims of racial
violence, from Michael Griffith in
1986 to George Floyd in 2020, and
several in between and since.

“Loudmouth” is a documentary,
not just about an individual but
also about an ecosystem, compris-
ing the criminal justice system, the
political system, the media and the
people who consume it.

“It’s a ‘system story,”” Alexander
said.

Looking back, he said he finds
the narrative of race from that
period in history “shocking,” not
least for the media’s portrayal of
passionate social justice activ-
ists as “grotesque caricatures and
clowns.”

“Loudmouth” was the clos-
ing film at the 2022 Tribeca Film
Festival and was released on
Showtime in 2023. It is also avail-
able on Apple TV and several other
streaming platforms. The film’s ex-
ecutive producer is musician John
Legend.

The idea to make the film struck
Alexander in the summer of 2018.
Sharpton signed on the following

By Ashwini Gangal

Courtesy Loudmouth film
Rev. Al Sharpton is the
subject of the documentary
"Loudmouth." Sharpton
participated in the making of
the film.

year. From inspiration to frui-
tion, the process took five years.
This sort of slow burn is typical
of nonfiction storytelling, a genre
Alexander was drawn to because
of his experience with dyslexia as
a child.

“I really struggled to learn to
read,” he said. “Rote learning spe-
cifically was very difficult for me.”

The academically competitive
environment in Palo Alto didn’t
help matters. Empathetic and
skilled teachers, however, did.
Diane Spicer, his tutor through
childhood, helped him brave this
challenge by giving him mental
tools that he continued to use as an
adult. “She taught me how to re-
tain details through storytelling,”
he said. “It’s all about the piecing
together of narratives.”

During the making of
“Loudmouth,” being confronted
with editing through 1,200 hours
of video footage, took Alexander
back in time. “In some ways, it
throws me right back to the trauma
and edge of my childhood dyslexia,
because I can’t see the story in it,”
he said. “It’s only through constant
re-engagement with that archival
material, interviews, piecing to-
gether of themes, that I started to
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put the story together and retain all
the details.”

Alexander’s appetite for nonfic-
tion has a lot to do with the terrorist
attack of Sept. 11, 2001. He was in
Brooklyn then and saw the second
plane fly over the Statue of Liberty
and then through the building.
“Pieces of paper from the World
Trade Center were falling onto our
rooftop, across the East River,” he
said.

In the months that followed,
spurred by an urgent need to seek
out the “larger context” to what
had happened, he became obsessed
with reading nonfiction, the life-
blood of documentary filmmaking.

A theater major at Vassar College
in New York, Alexander worked as
an actor across Broadway, plays,
TV and film, before pivoting to
writing and directing. His oeuvre
comprises both fiction and nonfic-
tion movies.

“Loudmouth” is not his first
film about race, though. In 2015,
Alexander wrote and produced
“Southern Rites,” a documentary
about racial segregation and crime
in Georgia.

Alexander, who is white, was
cognizant of the reality of race
from a very young age, due in no
small measure to the “social justice
orientation” in his family, “which
felt like an inheritance.”

Alexander was raised by profes-
sors. His mother, who taught psy-
chology at University of California
at Berkeley, worked to do away with
the system of tracking students by
perceived academic abilities in an
East Bay public school district. His
father taught psychiatry at Stanford
University and spent the last part of
his career advocating public health
and human rights at UC Berkeley.
His twin brother, who teaches po-
litical science at Stanford, wrote
about the economics of rebellion
in Africa during his time studying
at Harvard University.

Moreover, after Alexander
moved to New York City, he be-
came more acutely aware of dis-
parate social realities. “I started
to feel very present to difference

and segregation by neighborhood
and wealth inequality,” he said. “It
opened me up to look at race more
critically.”

What draws him to the subject
of race? “I grew up in America.
As Rev. Sharpton says, ‘All Black
people are born into race.” So are
white people,” he said. “It’s the
caste system in this country.”

“As someone who has benefitted
from the privileges, structures and
entitlements that come with being
white in this country, with some
complexity because I'm Jewish, I
felt like it was my responsibility
to be the one asking the questions,
and not always requiring Black
storytellers or brown storytellers
to talk about race,” he said.

Working closely with Sharpton
was quite the experience for
Alexander. “One of the things
most shocking to me as I started
following him and interviewing
him and working with him, is how
quiet he is,” he said. “His loudness
was a choice ... he is measured,
thoughtful and calm.”

In a recent episode of “The
Late Show” with Stephen Colbert,
Sharpton said he did not have any
editorial control in the process of
making the film. Was that pre-
condition upheld?

“He totally honored it,” said
Alexander, adding, however,
“That does not mean there was not
friction.”

Courtesy Ali LeRoi
Filmmaker Josh Alexander, who is a Gunn High School alum,
directed the documentary “Loudmouth.”

The first time Sharpton saw the
film he was understandably skepti-
cal. “T think it was quite hard for
him,” Alexander said. “He was
very uncomfortable.”

“It was bringing back a part of
his life where he was most righ-
teously angry, and there’s language
in there that’s scary for people to
have to confront.”

In projects like these, the rela-
tionship between director and sub-
ject is complex and difficult. The
trip Alexander and his team took
to Minneapolis to film Sharpton’s
public eulogy for George Floyd, did
a lot to cement their mutual trust,
Alexander said.

The team also consulted jour-
nalist Logan Hill on the interview
questions for Sharpton. =

Read a longer version of this
story at paloaltoonline.com/
arts-culture.

Email Contributing
Writer Ashwini Gangal at
ashwinigangal@gmail.com.

"Loudmouth" is available
to watch for rent on Apple
TV, Vudu or Amazon

Prime or by subscription
to Showtime, Paramount
Plus or Amazon Prime. For
more information, visit
greenwichentertainment.
com.



Arts & Entertainment

Courtesy Keith Major Photography Inc.

Author and MSNBC host Joy-Ann Reid shares her latest book, "Medgar and Myrlie:
Medgar Evers and the Love Story That Awakened America," Feb. 16 at Kepler's Books.

Joy-Ann Reid

Joy-Ann Reid, journalist, author (“The Man Who Sold America: Trump and the
Unraveling of the American Story,” “Fracture: Barack Obama, the Clintons, and the
Racial Divide”) and host of MSNBC'’s “The ReidOut,” will come to Kepler’s to discuss
her newest book, “Medgar and Myrlie: Medgar Evers and the Love Story That
Awakened America.” It chronicles the stories of civil rights icons Medgar and Myrlie
Evers, both in terms of their legacy in American history (including Medgar Evers’
1963 assassination) as well as their relationship. Reid will be in conversation with
Angie Coiro as part of Kepler’s “This Is Now” cultural and political series. Kepler's
hosts this event both in person and virtually.

Feb. 16, 7 p.m., Kepler’'s Books 1010 EI Camino Real, Menlo Park, $20-$52 (tickets
are for virtual event; in-person tickets have a waiting list), keplers.org.
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Guliz Ayla

Turkish singer-songwriter Guliz Ayla, whose 2015 single “Olmazsan
Olmaz” became the most searched-via-Shazam song in Turkey,
comes to Redwood City to perform at Club Fox. According to the club’s
event listing, Ayla, known for her soulful singing and strong stage
presence, “has left an indelible mark on the Turkish music scene,
blending traditional elements with contemporary sounds.”

Feb. 16. 8:30 p.m., Club Fox, 2209 Broadway St., Redwood City,
$40-$60, clubfoxrwc.com.

TEDx Palo Alto

“Al and Human Potential” is the theme of the next TEDx Palo Alto
event, held at the Guild Theatre (which, technically, is not in Palo Alto
but close enough). Resiliency expert Adam Dorsay is the emcee for a
lineup that includes computer scientist Scott Aaronson, Canva’s Guy
Kawasaki, former Stanford University admissions officer and author
Irena Smith, musicologist Judith Finell, attorney Andy Gass, Swedish
jazz musician Gunhild Carling, musical quartet Le Jazz Hot, Al policy
expert Vilas Dhar, startup advisor Oded Gal, computer scientist Maja
Matari¢, human-robot interaction specialist Leila Takayama and CEO
Mike Dougherty.

Feb. 18, 9 a.m., Guild Theatre, 949 EI Camino Real, Menlo Park,
$75, guildtheatre.com.

Natalie Mata and Tatiana

Musicians Natalie Mata and Tatiana — described as “indie acoustic”
and “folk ethereal,” respectively, will be the featured artists at the
next 2nd Story performance hosted by Red Rock Coffee. Mata
released her debut original single and music video, “rerun,” last

year. The new 2nd Story series aims to offer independent singer-
songwriters and small bands from across many genres the chance to
perform locally. All proceeds go to the artists.

Feb. 17, 6:30 p.m., Red Rock Coffee, 201 Castro St., Mountain View,
suggested donation $10, redrockcoffee.com/2nd-story.

Answers to this week’s puzzles, which can be found on page 27.
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25 LAS PIEDRAS COURT
PORTOLA VALLEY
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STUNNING VIEWS, PEACEFUL BACKDROP ON 1+ ACRE

The lush seclusion of Portola Valley provides an idyllic backdrop for this home set on more than an acre of land. Step through the front
door and immerse yourself in a luminous, spacious ambiance, as high ceilings provide a sense of openness and a bold use of glass floods
the home with natural light while framing jaw-dropping views. Enjoy expansive gathering spaces, the kitchen with granite-slab countertops,
a game room, and comfortable bedrooms, including one that easily adapts to office use. Sprawling grounds take full advantage of this
spectacular setting and offer outstanding space for outdoor enjoyment, while also providing a detached 1-bedroom guest home. And while
nearby nature preserves impart a wonderful sense of privacy, a short car ride will connect you to all the amenities the surrounding area has
to offer; plus, you will have access to acclaimed schools Ormondale and Corte Madera (buyer to verify eligibility). Refined, peaceful Silicon
Valley living awaits — welcome home.

OPEN HOUSE Notice to Buyers:

SAT & SUN 1:30 PM - 4:30 PM Although a good buyer’s agent can add significant insight and

value, you are not required to use one to purchase a DelLeon
. listing. If you would like to submit an offer to us directly, please
25LasPiedras.com contact the DelLeon Buyer's Team at 650.543.8528 and we will
Listed at $3,788,000 waive 100% of the buyer's-side commission.

Listed by the DeLeon Team

Michael Repka, DRE #01854880 | 650.488.7325 | michael@deleonrealty.com | Equal Housing Opportunity
¥ X738 5 B % Audrey Sun, DRE #01933274 & #: 650.785.5822 | DELEONREALTY.COM | DeLeon Realty, Inc. | DRE #01903224
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104 CLOVER LANE
MENLO PARK

SPACIOUS AND BRIGHT IN THE WILLOWS

Feelings of warmth and hospitality embrace you from the moment you step inside this enchanting 5-bedroom home in The Willows
neighborhood. Nearly 2,500 square feet of living space features beautiful woodwork and a welcoming ambiance amplified by tremendous
natural light throughout both levels of the home. Enjoy a centerpiece fireplace, large gathering spaces, comfortable bedrooms, and a
convenient upstairs loft that fits a variety of lifestyle needs, while the peaceful backyard provides the perfect venue for enjoying an indoor/
outdoor lifestyle. This outstanding location puts you close to everything the surrounding area has to offer — explore the vibrant shops and
restaurants along Palo Alto’s University Avenue, discover nearby parks, key commute options, and prestigious schools like Laurel Elementary

and Hillview Middle (buyer to verify eligibility).

OPEN HOUSE Notice to Buyers:

SAT & SUN 1:30 PM - 4:30 PM Although a good buyer’s agent can add significant insight and

value, you are not required to use one to purchase a DelLeon
listing. If you would like to submit an offer to us directly, please
104Clover.com contact the DelLeon Buyer's Team at 650.543.8528 and we will

Listed at $2,188,000 waive 100% of the buyer's-side commission.

Listed by the DeLeon Team

Michael Repka, DRE #01854880 | 650.488.7325 | michael@deleonrealty.com | Equal Housing Opportunity
#3534 3 B % Audrey Sun, DRE #01933274 & #: 650.785.5822 | DELEONREALTY.COM | DelLeon Realty, Inc. | DRE #01903224
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Contributed photos

Some recent eatery openings in northern San Mateo County include The Boys’ Deli in San Bruno (top left), Kusina 7107 in Montara (bottom left and middle), Viet Time in San
Bruno (top right) and Golden Sol in Pacifica (bottom right).

By Edwina Duenas

ooking for your next dining desti-
nation in San Mateo County? From

made-to-order bodega-style breakfast
sandwiches in Half Moon Bay to revitaliz-
ing smoothies and nonalcoholic craft bev-
erages in Pacifica or rich and flavorful bin
bo hu€&” Vietnamese noodle soups in San
Bruno, these recently opened restaurants
on the upper Peninsula have something for
everyone. Check out our roundup of five
noteworthy spots to visit next.

Kusina 7107 - Montara

Open since November, Kusina 7107 is
an oceanside eatery along Main Street in
Montara offering Filipino and traditional
American comfort food, all-day breakfast,
fresh-baked pastries, espresso drinks and
more. Named for the 7,100+ islands of the
Philippines and kusina, meaning “kitchen”
in Tagalog, the restaurant is a dream come
true for chef-owner Jocelyn Madamba, who
previously worked in catering.

When the restaurant space next to Ocean
View Inn opened up, Madamba knew she
found the perfect “beach cafe location” to
serve home-style cooking with her own
touch. Popular dishes include adobo loco
moco, beef tapa, ube lava pancakes and

freshly baked empanadas for those wanting a
grab-and-go option. Madamba also whips up
seasonal creations for guests to enjoy, such as
coconut-topped bibingka pancakes served in
a banana leaf. Kusina 7107 offers dinner on
Fridays and Saturdays, with plans to expand
service over time.

Kusina 7107, 1400 Main St., Montara;
650-563-4960, Instagram: @kusina7107.
Open Monday through Thursday, 7:30 a.m.to
1:30 p.m., Friday and Saturday, 8:30 a.m. to
6:30 p.m. and Sunday, 8:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.

Viet Time - San Bruno

Located in San Bruno Towne Center,
Viet Time has been serving up flavorful
Vietnamese pho, sandwiches and rice plates
in a fast-casual setting since November.
Owned by Bay Area natives Victor Lui and
Nelson Kwong, the pair was familiar with
the shopping plaza and took the opportunity
to open the eatery when the space became
available. Since opening, business has been
“hectic, but going well,” said Kwong, who
manages restaurant operations.

Lui previously trained with traditional
Vietnamese chefs for four years and devel-
oped the broth recipes used in their ph-i
and bin bo hu€” noodle soups. Other pop-
ular dishes include the lemongrass pork
chop, bun rieu, fried egg rolls and their $12

Courtesy Turtle Island
Turtle Island, a mobile kitchen that opened Jan. 11, offers breakfast sandwiches,
including this latke, egg and cheese sandwich.
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banh mi sandwich and drink combo deal.
Beverages include homemade Vietnamese
iced coffee, three color drink (commonly
layered with pandan jelly, yellow mung
beans and red kidney beans), fresh avocado
shakes and milk tea.

Viet Time, 1212 El Camino Real Suite F,
San Bruno. Open daily from 11 a.m.to 9 p.m.

Turtle Island - Princeton by-the-Sea
& Half Moon Bay

Bodega-style sandwiches by the sea?
Look no further than Turtle Island, a new
mobile kitchen that chef-owner Jimmy Foti
opened Jan. 11. A native of Long Island,
New York, the eatery was born out of Foti’s
dream to bring the spirit of East Coast sand-
wich shops and delis to the Bay Area. With
family ties in Half Moon Bay, Foti decid-
ed to open Turtle Island in the area to be
part of people’s daily routines thanks to its
laid-back community feel. Diners will find
the bright orange mobile kitchen by Dawn
Patrol Coffee in Half Moon Bay. Turtle
Island has also popped up at Blue Ocean
Brewing in Princeton-by-the-Sea.

The current menu offers four breakfast
sandwiches layered with egg, cheese and a
special sauce: bacon, latke, mortadella and
peppers. Turtle Island will also pop up at
Bay Area breweries and farmers markets
with a lunch- and dinner-focused menu.
The diversity of the region has also influ-
enced Foti, who plans to incorporate cross-
cultural ingredients on the menu. In fact,
Turtle Island’s name pays homage to the
Indigenous peoples who inhabited North
America and is emblematic of Foti’s belief
that “American food is not one thing, but a
unique amalgam of many.”

Turtle Island, 155 Broadway, Half Moon
Bay, Instagram: @turtleislandsando. Open
7 a.m.to 1 p.m., Thursday through Saturday.

The Boys’ Deli - San Bruno

Owners Fady Abedalnour and Nick Dabit
opened their second The Boys’ Deli loca-
tion on Feb. 1. Peninsula locals can now get
a taste of the hefty sandwiches offered at
their Polk Street deli in San Francisco. The
Boys’ Deli takes over the former Mr. Pickles
Sandwich Shop.

The new location offers the same near-
ly 40 specialty toasted sandwiches us-
ing Boar’s Head deli meats and cheeses.
Diners can opt for sandwiches like the
popular “San Franpsycho” (honey turkey,
smoked Gouda cheese, bacon, pesto, gar-
lic spread and remoulade), go the spicy
route with the “Rated R” (fiery chipotle
chicken, habanero Jack cheese and re-
moulade) or try a Thanksgiving-inspired
sandwich in the “Gobbler” (Ovengold
turkey, cranberry sauce and mozzarella),
to name a few. Homemade side dishes
like red skin potato salad, coleslaw and
sweet macaroni salad are also available
by the pint.

The Boys’ Deli, 428 San Bruno Ave. W,
San Bruno; 415-776-3099. Open Monday
through Saturday, 9 a.m.to 4 p.m.

Golden Sol - Pacifica

Golden Sol is a family-owned wellness
cafe and nonalcoholic bar in Pacifica that
held its grand opening Feb. 4. Jointly owned
by Becca Guzzetta and her daughters Krizia
Ferreria-Arteche, Sasha Arteche and Raquel
Payne, Golden Sol is designed around Blue
Zones — communities around the globe
noted for longevity and vitality among resi-
dents. Through their healthy food and drink
options, Golden Sol aims to “provide a place
to come meet like-minded people and build
connections that will last a lifetime,” said
Ferreria-Arteche.

Offerings include coffee and espresso
drinks, acai bowls, soups, salads and a va-
riety of diverse bites and drinks. The recipes
emphasize functional ingredients that carry
numerous health benefits, such as blue majik
spirulina extract, maca powder and MCT oil
used in their wellness lattes. During evening
lounge hours, guests can also enjoy nonalco-
holic elixirs and kava beverages, which pro-
vide drinkers with a natural mood boost and
sense of relaxation.

Golden Sol, 1905 Palmetto Ave.,
Pacifica, Instagram: @goldensol.pacifica.
Open Tuesday through Friday 8:30 a.m. to
5 p.m.and Saturday 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. and
6-9p.m.m

Email Contributing Writer Edwina
Dueiias at eduenas3@protonmail.com.



Across

1. Ceremonial act

5. Angry

8.Toy manufacturer in a 2023 movie

14. Even, to Yvette

15. Sugary suffix

16. Kay Thompson’s Plaza Hotel girl

17. Effect of ongoing muscle strain, maybe

19. Gas station brand

20.“God giveth, and the DMV ___away”
(memorable line from 1988's “License to
Drive”)

21. Skirt length

22.“Can | buy ___?"(request to Graham
Norton on the U.K’s “Wheel of Fortune”)

23. Soda concoction that’s not quite cream
soda

29. Clothing

31. LAX postings

32. Prepared

33. Seal-hunting swimmers

36. Corned beef dishes

39. Business with wholly owned subsidiaries
43. Medium setting?

44. Alphabetically last Marx brother
45."32 Flavors” singer DiFranco

46. World of Warcraft beginner, perhaps
48. Clean (up)

52. Description that spares no detail
57.Teachers' org.

58. Number after sieben

59. Magic Johnson's real first name

61. Sly question of confirmation

64. Repeat reference, or what the long theme
answers demonstrate

66. Longtime Vogue photographer Richard
67."Beds Are Burning” band Midnight ___
68. Inkling

69. Fitin

70.Thirsty

71. Miré Museum architect Jose Luis

"I Remember That!"— returning the favor. Matt Jones
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Answers on page 23.

Down

1. Item for a markdown sale

2. Baja lizard

3. Chatterbox

4. Magazine with a palindromic name

5. Coffeehouse order

6. Mt. St. Helens output (which | was around for)
7.“Don't Go Breaking My Heart” duettist Kiki
8. High school class with basic welding

9. Echo responder

10. 2004 Britney Spears single

11. Tamera's “Sister, Sister” sister
12."Cancel”PC key

13. Summer sign

18. Dirt bike's cousin

21. Gp. that publishes a scholarly style manual

Answers on page 23.

24."Snow Crash” novelist Stephenson
25."Crazy stuff going on here”
26. Workplace-monitoring gp.
27.Sharp

28. Crafter’s website

30. Word before yesterday
34."Parks & "

35. Closing into a fist

37. Guitar intensifier

38. [dentify

39. Academy in Colorado, briefly
40. Handout at a restaurant

41. Leave abruptly

42."From Peru to
“Orinoco Flow”)

47.10 of 12, for short

. (line from Enya's

www.sudoku.name

49. Intrude upon

50. Airport winter need

51. Pull vigorously on

53.“Star Wars” character Calrissian

54. Respond to, as an order

55.“Hot in Herre" rapper

56."“Qué ___?"("How'’s it going?”)

60. Baseball card stats

61.The Last___ (“Hot Ones” closing sauce,
usually)

62. Suffix for reflect or reflex

63. Improv comedy pioneer ___ Close

64. Fish and chips fish

65. Show on television

©2024 Matt Jones
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Charming Updated Home

freshly painted inside and out. The spacious eat-in kitchen has a separate space which can be
used to expand the dining area or it can be used as office space, a gaming area, a separate
sitting area - whatever you choose, the possibilities are endless. The open and inviting living area
leads out to the backyard oasis. You can take refuge in the backyard relaxing under the pergola
or use the outdoor space to entertain family and friends. Conveniently located close by the
neighborhood elementary school and less than a mile to Mitchell Park and the Mitchell Park Library.
Desirable schools include Palo Verde Elementary, JLS Middle School and Gunn High School

This 4 bedroom, 2 bath home is move in ready with an updated kitchen, new carpeting and

rké '\J/_Va{/:, P'alo Alto

Beds 4 | Baths 2

(buyer to verify placement with PAUSD).

COLDWELL BANKER
REALTY

Price $3,200,000

Kelly Kim
(650) 917-7961
kelly.kim@cbnorcal.com

Coldwell Banker Realty
CalRE #: 01518489
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2837 Waverley Street, Palo Alto

Absolutely Beautiful Midtown Craftsman
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Custom built with incredible quality and attention to detail throughout
* 5 bedrooms, 4 1/2 bathrooms * Incredible design, quality and attention to detail
= serene primary suite with large walk-in closet and a throughout, including:
spa inspired bathroom = living room and dining room with vaulted ceilings
» 5t bedroom easily configurable as a guest room, = beautiful hardwood floors
home office, or “bonus room” = dual pane windows throughout
= Stunning kitchen with abundant storage and counter = multi-zone heating and air conditioning
space and seamlessly integrated with the great room = Desirably located in the heart of Midtown. A short stroll
= Serene grounds featuring: to schools, parks, shopping, transportation and more!
= drought tolerant and low maintenance landscaping ~ ® Home Size: 2,688 square feet (approx.)
= areas for entertainment, dining and relaxation = ot Size: 5,577 square feet (approx.)

| Listing Agent: Tim Foy
CalBRE# 00849721 OFFERED AT $4,500,000

Cell: 650.387.5078
tim@midtownpaloalto.com

Open Saturday & Sunday 1:30 PM to 4:30 PM
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