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The people depicted in this brochure are models and are being used for illustrative purposes only.

Observes National 
Eating Disorders 
Awareness Week

LUCILE PACKARD CHILDREN’S HOSPITAL

Eating disorders can cause changes in the structure and 
function of the brain. Get the information you need about 
what happens to the brain when it’s malnourished, how it 
impacts cognitive processing and what can be done to help 
people with eating disorders adopt a healthier thinking style. 

The Auditorium

Lucile Packard Children’s Hospital

725 Welch Road, Palo Alto, CA 94304

Reserve your space for this free event.
Register online at calendar.lpch.org or  
call (650) 724-4601.

Free parking available at 730 Welch Road  

(across from the hospital).  

Parking also available at 725 Welch Road for a fee.

The Comprehensive Eating Disorders 

Program at Lucile Packard Children’s 

Hospital Invites You to:

A Panel Discussion and  

Ask-the-Experts Session  

Tuesday, February 28, 2012

7:00 – 8:30 pm
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Upfront

C
ourtesy of Kepler’s

by Gennady Sheyner

A 

Reinventing Kepler’s — again
by Chris Kenrick

F

School board wrestles  
with enrollment data

by Chris Kenrick

Palo Alto may seek bond for new public-safety facilities

(continued on page 9)
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QUOTE OF THE WEEK

Around Town

‘‘‘‘

HONORING DR. KING ... Palo Alto 

will celebrate the life and legacy of 

Martin Luther King Jr., Monday 

when it hosts a “Day of Service” 

event. A wealth of local nonprofits, 

including Youth Community Ser-
vice, Canopy and Break Through 
the Static, are teaming up with 

the city for the event, which will 

feature activity tables, live music 

and open mic. “It’s a fun event 

but also an important chance for 

people to do something to help 

others,” City Manager James 
Keene said. The event will go from 

11 a.m. to 3 p.m. at Lytton Plaza. 

Caltrain will also take part in Mar-

tin Luther King Jr. Day festivities 

by sending its annual “Freedom 
Train” from San Jose to San Fran-

cisco. The train, which is char-

tered by the Dr. Martin Luther King 

Jr. Association of Santa Clara, is 

scheduled to stop at Palo Alto’s 

downtown station at 9:59 a.m. to 

pick up passengers and arrive in 

San Francisco at about 10:55 a.m. 

Tickets to the train are available at 

www.svcmlr.org.

OFF-PUTTING ... A regional effort 

to boost flood protection around 

San Francisquito Creek could 

bring major changes to the Palo 
Alto Municipal Golf Course — 

and not everyone is happy about 

it. The proposal by the San Fran-
cisquito Creek Joint Powers Au-
thority (the agency charged with 

calming the flood-prone creek) 

proposes a new levee that would 

run through the golf course. While 

Palo Alto officials view the flood-

control plan as an opportunity to 

rethink the golf course’s design 

and consider possible uses for the 

land, the Palo Alto Women’s Golf 
Club is less sanguine about the 

proposed changes. In a letter to 

the council, club members wrote 

that while they support changes 

to the course to tame the creek, 

they oppose the reduction of the 

course from 18 holes to nine, 

which is one of the ideas on the 

table. The letter, which bears 46 

signatures, states that golf is “im-

portant to the community and is 

a sport enjoyed by all ages in all 

of our clubs.” It notes that golf is a 

“year round sport,” that the “driv-

ing range is very busy” and that 

the “pro shop is one of the best in 

the area.” “A decision to reduce 

the course to nine holes, and not 

properly maintain it, would have 

serious impacts on the golfing 

community.”

THE INVISIBLE BRANCH ... It’s 

been a banner year for Palo Alto 

libraries, with the refurbished 

Downtown Library opening its 

doors and the new Mitchell Park 
Library edging toward completion 

this summer. But while these two 

branches have attracted most 

community attention, the city is 

also working on another project 

that the Library Advisory Commis-

sion termed the “virtual library.” 

The commission discussed the 

project Monday in a joint meeting 

with the City Council. The idea, 

said library commission Vice Chair 

Tolulope Akinola, is to “create a 

branch online where people can 

not only transact with the library 

in terms of having material on 

hold and checking things out and 

knowing whether you have to pay 

a fine or not, but also as a place 

where we can engage with library 

staff, engage with each other and 

really find an opportunity for the 

community online as well that the 

library can facilitate.” The commis-

sion, he said, has been working 

on this project for several months 

and is looking to prepare a staff-

ing plan and a funding plan for 

the virtual branch in the coming 

months with the goals to “really 

make this come alive this year.”

ENERGIZED ... Sen. Joe Simitian, 

who this year authored a bill that 

raises California’s renewable-

energy requirements for utilities, 

was recognized for his effort this 

week by the nonprofit Power As-
sociation of Northern California 

(PANC), which named the former 

Palo Alto mayor its “Person of the 

Year.” Simitian’s legislation, Senate 

Bill 2X, requires utility companies 

to obtain 33 percent of the elec-

tricity from renewable sources by 

2020. Jan Petter, a board mem-

ber of PANC and electric division 

manager of Silicon Valley Power, 

lauded Simitian in a statement 

for his significant impact on the 

energy industry. “For this year, 

it was an easy choice to select 

Senator Joe Simitian, to recognize 

his success in passing legislation 

to increase California’s renewable 

portfolio standard to 33 percent 

by 2020.” 

It’s more of a guess than we would 
like.

—Dana Tom, Palo Alto school board vice  
president, regarding recent projections on district 
enrollment by consulting demographers.  
See story on page 3. 
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Upfront

SHAPING THE LEADERS OF TOMORROW

www.LACS.com  
RSVP: LaSha.Heard@lacs.com

Private Preschool through 8th Grade

30 years of academic excellence in a  
family friendly environment

O P E N 
HOUSE
Thursday, February 9th - 9a.m.
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Upfront

Affordable and fast lunches.
Happy Hour in our lounge everyday from 4:30pm to 6:30pm.

New and inspired dinner menu.

We look forward to seeing you!

Why go anywhere else for fresh Indian cuisine?

150 University Avenue  |  Palo Alto, CA 94301
(650) 329-9644  |  www.amber-india.com

T

A King remembrance 
in black and white

by Sue Dremann

A

Liz Kniss to run  
for Palo Alto City Council

by Gennady Sheyner
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Upfront
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Neighbors lobby for new road in research park
by Sue Dremann

Simitian seeks to postpone high-speed-rail funding
by Gennady Sheyner
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City Council (Jan. 9)
Libraries: The council held a joint session with the Library Advisory Commission. 
Action: None
935 Ramona St.: The council voted to remove the house at 935 Ramona St. from 
the city’s Historic Inventory. Yes: Unanimous

Board of Education (Jan. 10)
Demographic projections: The board held a special meeting to discuss a new report 
on enrollment projections. Action: None

Planning and Transportation Commission 
(Jan. 11)
Los Trancos: The commission approved construction of a two-story home at 830 
Los Trancos Road. Yes: Unanimous

CityView
A round-up of       Palo Alto government action this week

CITY COUNCIL ... The council plans to interview candidates for the Archi-

tectural Review Board and discuss the report on fixing up the city’s infra-

structure from the Infrastructure Blue Ribbon Commission. The interviews 

will begin at 6 p.m. on Tuesday, Jan. 17, in the Council Conference Room 

at City Hall (250 Hamilton Ave.). The rest of the meeting will follow in the 

Council Chambers.

BOARD OF EDUCATION ... The board is scheduled to vote on schematic 

designs and a project budget for a new Performing Arts Center at Palo 

Alto High School. The board also will hear an update on high school guid-

ance models, mid-year progress on the district’s “focus goals” for 2011-12 

and the governor’s proposed budget. The meeting will begin at 6:30 p.m. 

on Tuesday, Jan. 17, in the board room of school district headquarters (25 

Churchill Ave.).

SCHOOL/CITY LIAISON COMMITTEE ... The committee will discuss Proj-

ect Safety Net, Cubberley Community Center, budget issues and recent 

activities of the Board of Education and City Council. The meeting will be-

gin at 8 a.m. on Thursday, Jan. 19, in the Council Conference Room at City 

Hall (250 Hamilton Ave.).

ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW BOARD ... The board plans to review 3431 

Hillview Ave., a proposal by VMware for a three-story parking garage; and 

3251 Hanover St., a request by DGA Architects on behalf of Stanford and 

Lockheed Martin for a two-story building within an existing office park. The 

meeting will begin at 8:30 a.m. on Thursday, Jan. 19, in the Council Cham-

bers at City Hall (250 Hamilton Ave.). 

RAIL CORRIDOR STUDY TASK FORCE ... The task force plans to contin-

ue its discussion of the city’s vision for the Caltrain corridor. The meeting 

will begin at 7 p.m. on Thursday, Jan. 19, in the Downtown Library (270 

Forest Ave.).

LET’S DISCUSS: Read the latest local news headlines 
and talk about the issues at Town Square at PaloAltoOnline.com

Public Agenda
A preview of Palo Alto government meetings next week

Upfront

King
(continued from page 5)

Enrollment
(continued from page 3)

How do you think the Palo Alto Unified 
School District should accommodate a 
growing student population? Share your 
ideas on Town Square, the community 
online forum on Palo Alto Online. 

TALK ABOUT IT
www.PaloAltoOnline.com
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Upfront

Mountain View woman wins $1 million lottery prize

Enrico Fermi Award for Burton Richter

Ramona Street home no longer ‘historic’

News Digest

LET’S DISCUSS: Read the latest local news headlines  
and talk about the issues at Town Square at PaloAltoOnline.com

Join the community discussion 
on the proposed landscape renovations to 

Cogswell Plaza

Wednesday, January 18, 2012, 6:30 PM

At the Avenidas Senior Center
in the La Comida Dining Hall

450 Bryant St. 
Palo Alto, CA  94301

The City of Palo Alto seeks the communities input on this 
proposed landscape renovation project 

Meeting hosted by
City of Palo Alto Public Works (650) 496-5916

Email pwecips@cityofpaloalto.org for more information

COMMUNITY MEETING

Bond
(continued from page 3)
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Upfront

Hoover School principal announces retirement

(Posted Jan. 12 at 9:21 a.m.)

Small fire at Tesla causes smoke damage

(Posted Jan. 11 at 9:38 a.m.)

Tissier named San Mateo County board president

(Posted Jan. 11 at 8:38 a.m.)

Shirakawa elected County board president

(Posted Jan. 11 at 8:34 a.m.)

East Palo Alto takes no action on Facebook

(Posted Jan. 10 at 3:25 p.m.)

Facebook has lots of friends at Menlo hearing

(Posted Jan. 10 at 12:52 

p.m.)

Alma Plaza to get new traffic signal

(Posted Jan. 9 at 9:41 a.m.)

Brown’s budget ultimatum could affect Palo Alto

(Posted Jan. 6 at 5:51 p.m.)

Police say masseur assaulted sleeping customer

(Posted Jan. 6 at 4:13 p.m.)

Palo Alto woman killed by train worked at UCSF

(Posted Jan. 6 at 11:58 a.m.)

State suspends license for British Bankers Club

(Posted Jan. 6 at 11:09 a.m.)

Online This Week
These and other news stories were posted on Palo Alto Online throughout 
the week. For longer versions, go to www.PaloAltoOnline.com/news  
or click on “News” in the left, green column.

WHEN IT’S YOUR CHILD, 
EXPERIENCE MATTERS.

Ecole internationale de la Péninsule

PRE-SCHOOL

Outstanding full-
day program.

LANGUAGE

Longest running 
bilingual 
immersion school 
in the area. 
Experienced 
native-speaking 
faculty.

ACADEMICS

Established English 
curriculum. 
Rigorous program 
in a nurturing 
environment. Low 
student-to-teacher 
ratio.

TEACHING MANDARIN CHINESE IMMERSION FOR 15 
YEARS. A LEADER IN FRENCH IMMERSION IN PALO 
ALTO. ACCEPTING PRE-SCHOOL APPLICATIONS. 

INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL OF THE PENINSULA

RSVP FOR A TOUR!
PRESCHOOL OPEN HOUSE 
JANUARY 7, 2012

CALL  AJ  TUTORING  TODAY!

HELP 
YOUR 
STUDENT 
GET 
INTO 
COLLEGE.

Higher SAT/ACT scores in less time.

Our 1-on-1 tutoring is the most effi cient and 
effective way to improve your score, while our 
small group classes provide students with a 
positive, dynamic and collaborative learning 
environment that fi ts your budget.

Personalized approach with proven results.

Over 10 years of rapid growth thanks to the 
enthusiastic word of mouth from thousands of 
clients from Paly, Gunn, Menlo, Menlo 
Atherton, Sacred Heart, Castilleja, Woodside 
Priory, St. Francis, Mountain View and Los Altos. 
Charismatic, professional and fl exible tutors. 

Bookstore
(continued from page 3)
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Transitions
Former school board president 

Joan Johnston dies
J oan Buckley Johnston, for-

mer president of the Palo Alto 
school board and a founder 

of the precur-
sor to Palo 
Alto Partners 
in Education 
(PiE), died 
Christmas Eve 
after a 10-year 
battle with co-
lon cancer. She 
was 76.

Johnston won a write-in cam-
paign for school board in 1977, 
and won a second four-year term 
in 1982. She served two terms as 
board president.

A native of Boston, Mass., John-
ston earned a degree in chemis-
try from Simmons College. She 
moved to Palo Alto in 1961 so her 
husband, Jim, could take a posi-
tion as an assistant professor in 
Stanford University’s Mechanical 
Engineering Department. They 
had two young daughters at the 
time.

In 1963 they built a home on 
the Stanford campus and later had 
three more children. Four of the 
five graduated from Gunn High 
School, and the fifth opted to fin-
ish high school at Palo Alto High 
School.

In the 1980s, Johnston was a 
founding member of the fundrais-
ing group Palo Alto Foundation 
for Education (PAFE), which lat-
er became part of the current Palo 
Alto Partners in Education (PiE). 
PiE last year raised $3.4 million 
for Palo Alto public schools.

Over the years, Johnston was 
active in a variety of community 
groups, including Parents Nursery 
School and the League of Women 
Voters.

“The League and the coop nurs-
ery played a crucial role in my life 
and friends made in the League 
and Parents Nursery School are 
still friends today,” she later wrote 
in an autobiographical descrip-
tion.

She was also active with the Palo 

Alto Woman’s Club, where she 
was a member of the “knit-stitch 
group” and served as finance chair 
from 2009 to 2011.

Johnston held a variety of jobs, 
including development director 
and director of alumni relations 
at Stanford Law School. In retire-
ment, she was on the advisory 
board of the Foundation for a Col-
lege Education and on the board 
of the California Consortium of 
Education Foundations.

Johnston is survived by her 
husband, Jim; five children, Su-
san Coote of Wayne, Penn., Pa-
tricia Moore of Athens, Ga., John 
Johnston of Redwood City, Anne 
Schultz of Los Altos and Thomas 
Johnston of Sunnyvale; 13 grand-
children; a sister, Gail Carter of 
Rochester, N.H.; and a brother, 
William of Eliot, Maine.

Memorial contributions may be 
made to the Foundation for a Col-
lege Education (www.collegefoun-
dation.org) of East Palo Alto. 

— Chris Kenrick

A memorial service for Ruth 
Spangenberg will be held at 2 
p.m. on Saturday, Jan. 21, at the 
First United Methodist Church 
of Palo Alto, 625 Hamilton 
Ave., Palo Alto. The family 
requests memorial contribu-
tions be made to the Commit-
tee for Green Foothills (www.
greenfoothills.org), California 
Pops Orchestra (www.calpops.
org) or the Jacqueline Kennedy 
Endowed Scholarship at John 
F. Kennedy University (www.
jfku.edu).

Memorial 
Services

Denise Darcel Newson
Denise Darcel Newson, 59, a 

longtime former resident of East 
Palo Alto, died Jan. 2 in Santa Cruz, 
Calif., after a brief battle with can-
cer. She had lived in Santa Cruz for 
the past seven years.

She was born Nov. 15, 1953, in 
San Mateo, Calif., and graduated 
from Palo Alto High School in 
1972. She briefly perused modeling 
in Los Angeles after high school 
but quickly became homesick and 
returned to East Palo Alto. 

She is survived by her brothers, 
David, Keysland, Gil and Kurt 
Newson; sisters, Naomi Newson, 
Barbara Louie and Rene Cunning-
ham; and numerous nieces, neph-
ews and other friends and family. A 
funeral service will be held Friday, 
Jan. 13, at 11 a.m. at Crippen & Fly-
nn Chapels, 400 Woodside Road, 
Redwood City.

Lasting Memories
An online directory of obituaries and remembrances.

Search obituaries, submit a memorial, share a photo.

Go to: www.PaloAltoOnline.com/obituaries

Visit 

Dr. Alan Lee Baldwin
Dr. Alan Lee Baldwin of Palo Alto, CA died at age 

86 on Dec. 24, 2011. A Stanford Law graduate, Alan 
taught for 43 years in the Redwood City School 
District. He is lovingly remembered by his wife, 
Marcia, four children, nine grandchildren, and one 
great-grandson. Memorial celebration pending.

P A I D  O B I T U A R Y

P A I D  O B I T U A R Y

David K. Dawson, Bay Area resident for 60 years, died 
of congestive heart failure at home in Palo Alto, with his 
family at his side. He was 82. He is survived by daughters 
Kathleen Dawson of Palo Alto and Jennifer Bauer of Oakley, 
sister Lois Hughes of Portland Oregon, three grandchildren 
and several nieces and nephews.  He was predeceased by his 
parents Anne and Presley Dawson, son Michael Dawson, 
grandchild Kyle Dawson and former wives Corrine and 
Joyce. David was born in Illinois and grew up in Southern 
California. He attended Herbert Hoover HS in Glendale, 
Long Beach City College, and completed his BA in 
Journalism at UC Berkeley. He later attended Art Center 
School in Los Angeles to further study photography.  He 
worked as a photographer at Moulin Studios in SF, at Philco 
in PA, and as editor, reporter and photographer for the Los 
Altos Town Crier from 1963 until 1973. David retired in 
2000 from Pacific Bell as an operator and member of the 
CWA union. He enjoyed history, science fiction, The New 
Yorker, Tchaikovsky, Pink Floyd, gardening, baking bread, 
road trips, and rock fishing.

The family had a private memorial, and asks that 
any memorial donations be made to the heart research 
organization of your choice.

David K. Dawson
Oct. 10, 1929 – Dec. 23, 2011

Stella Ayers
July 14, 1923-Jan. 5, 2012

While visiting family and friends in California, Stella passed away in her sleep. 
She lived in the Bay Area for over 40 years before retiring to Surprise, AZ. She 
loved to play cards, especially poker. Most people will remember her from the 
kitchen at Palo Alto High School. Stella was very excited to be in the audience 
during the taping of Wheel of Fortune. The Shows wil be shown Jan 23, 34 and 25. 
Memorial service will be announced sometime in May. In lieu of flowers, please 
make a donation to your local SPCA or a charity of your choice in Stella’s honor. 

P A I D  O B I T U A R Y

P A I D  O B I T U A R Y

Margaret Koehler Clement, known to her 

friends as Maggie State, passed away July 26, 

2011.

She had been a Palo Alto resident since 

1952 and was an original Eichler owner. 

She was a talented, singer, artist, gourmet 

chef, and all around funny person. As our 

friends have said, “This is the end of an era.” 

Everything in life for Maggie was a reason to 

have a party or celebrate. She was sunshine in our lives.

She leaves behind her two daughters, Diane Bass and Adrienne 

Lee/ADDIE; and son, Rex Clement. Also her significant other 

of 41 years, David Butzin. Thank you all for attending her Life 

Celebration Party.

Margaret Koehler Clement

P A I D  O B I T U A R Y

Anna Marion Breckenridge passed away on 
Saturday, January 7, 2012. She was 88 years old. She 
was born in Manteca in 1923 and as a young child 
she and her family moved to Palo Alto where her 
father, Chris Christiansen, established ownership 
of the Peninsula Creamery. Mrs. Breckenridge was 
a longtime resident of Palo Alto and the central 
valley. She graduated from Palo Alto High School 
and attended San Jose State University. Upon her 
retirement, Mrs. Breckenridge and her husband of 
18 years, Keith, made their home in Modesto where 
she supported select animal welfare organizations, 
local and national and select veterans groups and 
volunteered at Memorial Hospital. 

Marion was preceded in death by her husband 
Keith Breckenridge, parents Chris and Margaret 
Christiansen and Brothers Harry and Robert 
Christiansen. She is survived by her daughter 
Roberta Heryford of Modesto, step daughters Carol 
(Shelly) Feinberg and Beth (Richard) Heideman. 
Mrs. Breckenridge was loved by her family, friends 
and neighbors, all of whom share fond memories of 
her. 

Arrangements have been entrusted to Franklin 
and Downs Funeral Homes.  The graveside service 
will be at Alta Mesa Cemetery, 695 Arastradero Road 
in Palo Alto on Friday, January 13, 2012 at 1:00 PM.

Contributions may be made to Humane Society of 
U. S. or local animal shelter, in lieu of f lowers.

Anna Marion Breckenridge
August 19, 1923 – January 7, 2012
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Palo Alto Historical Association
presents a public program  

Sunday,  January 15, 2012, 2:00 p.m.
Lucie Stern Community Center, 1305 Middlefi eld Road, Palo Alto

Sea Scout 100:
Celebrating the 

Centennial

Speaker: 
Josh Gilliland

www.restorationstudio.com

P A I D  O B I T U A R Y

Ralph Warren Whitaker, Jr.  passed away 

November 15th at his home in San Luis Obispo. 

He was 87.  The cause was complications from 

dementia.

Born in Beverly Hills, CA in April of 1924, he 

was the second child of Margaret Alberta Hanna 

and Ralph Warren Whitaker Sr.  Ralph had fond 

memories of growing up in San Diego, Merced, and 

Pasadena. He attended Eliot Jr. High in Pasadena 

with his cousin, Cornelia Longley (Hull), then 

Lake Forest Academy in Illinois, before entering 

the alma mater of his father, maternal aunt, and 

paternal uncle, Stanford University, in 1942.  

Ralph answered the call to service and left 

Stanford to join the Navy. He earned the rank 

of Lieutenant JG and served aboard the USS 

McCaffrey 1945-6.

Returning to Stanford in 1947, Ralph met and 

became engaged to the woman who would change 

his life, fellow student and Palo Alto native, 

Meredith Duncan.  They married in the Stanford 

Memorial Chapel July 3,1948 and established 

their first home locally.

In June 1949, Meredith and Ralph graduated 

from Stanford. Ralph’s degree in Civil Engineering 

took the couple to Sacramento were he worked 

for the State of California as a dam engineer 

on water projects. 1950 began with the birth of 

daughter Janice, the first of Ralph and Meredith’s 

four children.  Preferring the written word over 

blueprints, Ralph joined the staff of Western 

Construction Magazine in San Francisco, and the 

family returned to the peninsula in 1952. 

Ralph combined his love of language with his 

engineering background and pursued a career 

in industrial writing and editorial work.  He 

affiliated with some of the pioneering businesses 

in the area including recording revolutionary 

Ampex, Silicon Valley computer tape maker 

Memorex, and transistor innovator Shockley 

Semiconductor. He retired in 1990 from EPRI, the 

Electric Power Research Institute in Palo Alto.

His happiest years were spent in Palo Alto 

raising his children and as an active member of 

the Greenmeadow neighborhood association. 

For many years he edited the groups’ newsletter, 

The Meadowlark, served on the board and as 

president of the association, acted as head timer 

for the neighborhood swim team, and was an 

organizer of the annual 4th of July celebration. 

The Whitakers lived in Palo Alto for over 40 

years, retiring first to San Diego, then San Luis 

Obispo in 2003 to 

be closer to their 

daughter Nancy and 

granddaughters , 

Lauren and Kelsey.

The maritime 

world and tall ships 

were a life-long 

passion of Ralph’s.  

He was thrilled by 

opportunities to 

crew several sailing ships being moved from port 

to port on the West Coast. His docent activities 

on the Star of India, the world’s oldest active 

sailing ship, moored at the San Diego Maritime 

Museum brought him great joy.

Throughout their lives together, Ralph 

and Meredith were committed to and active 

on issues of human rights, social justice, the 

environment, and peace. The Unitarian-

Universalist Fellowship, Creative Initiative 

Foundation, Beyond War, and the Sierra Club 

were their partners in this work. 

Ralph is survived by daughter Janice 

Mancuso, Portland, OR, sons David Whitaker, 

San Jose, and Alan Whitaker, Mountain View, 

and daughter Nancy Harper. Also son-in-law 

Dan Harper, granddaughters Lauren and Kelsey 

Harper of San Luis Obispo. And Alan’s daughter, 

granddaughter Melinda Whitaker and great-

grandson Tristan Ralston of Houston, TX and 

cousin, Mrs. Cornelia Hull of Seattle, WA.

He is preceded in death by his wife of 62 years, 

Meredith who passed away February 2011 and 

his elder sister Amy MacMullan of Reno, NV, 

July 2011.

A celebration of Ralph’s life will be held at the 

Greenmeadow Community Center in Palo Alto, 

April 14, 2012.

The family would like to thank the Unitarian-

Universalist Fellowship of San Luis Obispo, 

Hospice Partners of the Central Coast, and 

professional caregiver Samantha Klein for their 

care and support.

Memorial suggestions; The San Diego Maritime 

Museum’s Star Of India and The Sierra Club.

A favorite quote of Ralph’s;

“We are tied to the ocean. 

 And when we go back to the sea, whether it is 

to sail or to watch -

we are going back from whence we came.”

John F. Kennedy

Ralph Warren Whitaker, Jr.
April 23,1924 - November 15, 2011

FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH, UCC

10:00 a.m. This Sunday: 
Easily Impressed, but Slow to Change 

Rev. David Howell preaching

 

Come experience our new 5:00 p.m. service! 
Vibrant, Engaging and Arts-Based

Inspirations is a resource for ongoing religious services 

and special events. To inquire about or to reserve space in 

Inspirations, please contact Blanca Yoc 

at 223-6596 or email byoc@paweekly.com

a guide to the spiritual community

Inspirations

P A I D  O B I T U A R Y

Kathleen Rae Hall died on January 3, 2012. She was born on 
September 25, 1948 to Andrew Craig and Thelma Aileen Stevens 
and grew up in Los Altos Hills. She graduated from Gunn High 
School and earned her Bachelors and Teaching Credential from 
the University of California, Davis. 

Kathy was a dedicated teacher for 19 years (primarily in the 
Mountain View Whisman School District), a loving mother and 
grandmother for 34 years, and a devoted spouse for 38 years. She 
touched the lives of so many with love and grace. 

 Kathy is cherished and survived by her husband, Rodney Wayne 
Hall; her two children, Audrey Kathleen Conway and Trevor Wayne 
Hall, and their spouses, Everett Clark Conway and Laurie Cameron 
Hall; and her two grandsons, Carson Andrew Conway and Cameron 
Andrew Hall. She was predeceased by her parents, Andrew Craig 
and Thelma Aileen Stevens, and her brother, John Craig Stevens. 

Kathleen Rae Hall
Sept. 25, 1948-Jan. 3, 2012

P A I D  O B I T U A R Y

Simone Lisette Favre-Weigert passed away on December 6, 

2011. Simone was born in Moudon, Canton de Vaud, Switzerland. 

Simone married her late husband, Frederick H. Weigert, Ph.D., 

and they built their life in Manila, Philippines where their two 

children were born, and raised. Simone was an accomplished 

artist, clothing designer, devoted wife, mother, grandmother, and 

social worker. Simone was a lover of nature, and people, always 

inquisitive about the world around her, and actively involved in 

volunteer work the majority of her life. We are forever grateful 

for the gift of Simone’s love and light. Simone is survived by her 

two children, Shirley Weigert Schall, Christopher P. Weigert, and 

her five grandchildren, Danielle Schall, Michael Schall, Zachary 

Weigert, Avery Weigert, and Quincy Weigert.

Simone Lisette Favre-Weigert
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Pulse
A weekly compendium of vital statistics

POLICE CALLS
Palo Alto
Jan. 4-10
Violence related
Arson . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Battery . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Domestic violence . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2
Suicide . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Sex crime/misc. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Theft related
Grand theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2
Identity theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2
Petty theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .7
Residential burglaries . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .3
Shoplifting. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Vehicle related
Abandoned bicycle. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Auto theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Driving w/suspended license . . . . . . . . .6
Hit and run . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Misc. traffic . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .5
Theft from auto . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .4
Vehicle accident/minor injury . . . . . . . .10
Vehicle accident/property damage. . . . .5
Vehicle tow . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Alcohol or drug related
Drunk in public . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .5
Drunken driving. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .3
Open alcohol container in public . . . . . .1
Possession of drugs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .3
Possession of paraphernalia. . . . . . . . . .1
Miscellaneous
Casualty/fall . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Disturbing the peace. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Found property. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2
Lost property . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2
Misc. penal code violation . . . . . . . . . . .8
Other/misc. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2
Outside assistance . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Psychiatric hold . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .8
Resisting arrest. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Suspicious circumstances . . . . . . . . . . .2
Trespassing . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Warrant/other agency . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .6

Menlo Park
Jan. 4-10
Violence related
Battery . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .3
Robbery . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Theft related
Forgery . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Fraud . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Petty theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .6
Residential burglaries . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2
Vehicle related
Auto theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2
Driving w/suspended license . . . . . . . . .7
Hit and run . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2
Misc. traffic . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Parking/driving violation . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Theft from auto . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Vehicle accident/minor injury . . . . . . . . .2
Alcohol or drug related
Drug activity . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11
Drunk in public . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .3
Drunken driving. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Possession of drugs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Under influence of drugs . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Miscellaneous
Disturbance . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2
Display of imitation firearm . . . . . . . . . . .1
Domestic disturbance. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Information case . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .9
Missing person . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .3
Outside assistance . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .3
Property for destruction . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Psychiatric hold . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Vandalism . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .6
Violation of court order . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Warrant arrest. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .3

Atherton
Jan. 4-10
Theft related
Grand theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .3
Petty theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Prowler . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Vehicle related
Hit and run . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2
Misc. traffic . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2

Suspicious vehicle . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2
Vehicle accident/minor injury . . . . . . . . .1
Vehicle accident/property damage. . . . .4
Vehicle code violation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .5
Alcohol or drug related
Drunken driving. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Minor in possession of alcohol . . . . . . . .1
Possession of drugs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Possession of paraphernalia. . . . . . . . . .1
Miscellaneous
Animal call. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .3
Citizen assist. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2
Construction complaint . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Coroner case . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2
Disturbance . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Found property. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Information case . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Meet citizen . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Pedestrian check . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Suspicious circumstances . . . . . . . . . . .1
Suspicious person . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .3
Town ordinance violation . . . . . . . . . . . .2
Tree down. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Trespassing . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Watermain break. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Welfare check . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1

VIOLENT CRIMES
Palo Alto
Unlisted block El Camino Real, 1/4, 10:48 
p.m.; suicide adult/misc.
Unlisted block Middlefield Road, 1/4, 
12:27 p.m.; domestic violence/battery.
Unlisted block Stockton Place, 1/5, 5:15 
p.m.; family violence/battery.
Unlisted block Churchill Avenue, 1/6, 1:31 
p.m.; sex crime/misc.
Unlisted block Clark Way, 1/6, 9:18 p.m.; 
battery/simple.
1000 block Amarillo Avenue, 1/9, 12:04 
a.m.; arson/trash can fire.

Menlo Park
Unlisted block Greenwood Place, 1/4, 
8:45 p.m.; battery.
Unlisted block Henderson Place, 1/9, 
10:11 a.m.; robbery.
1400 block Willow Road, 1/10, 12:04 p.m.; 
battery.
1200 block Willow Road, 1/10, 9:56 p.m.; 
battery.

P A I D  O B I T U A R Y

Phyllis Harriet Michel, beloved wife of Robert 

Michel, passed away from the effects of meta-

static breast cancer on the evening of November 

23rd, 2011 at El Camino Hospital.   Her husband 

and her brother, Stephen Karp, were with her in 

her last hours.   

She was born Phyllis Harriet Karp in Stamford, 

Connecticut in 1949.  Phyllis graduated from high 

school in Stamford and attended George Wash-

ington University in Washington DC for three 

years starting in 1967.  In the mid-1970s she de-

cided to move to San Francisco CA, and eventu-

ally earned a degree in Urban Planning from San 

Francisco State University.  During this time she 

became very active in the science fiction commu-

nity of the Bay Area, a genre she loved throughout 

her life.   

In 1984 she obtained a position as a contract 

specialist for the US Geological Survey and 

worked there until her retirement in 2006.  Dur-

ing this period she was active in the affairs of the 

Unitarian Universalist Church of Palo Alto.  She 

met her future husband in 1996 at an Earthwatch 

event and was a volunteer at an Earthwatch pro-

gram in archeology in Arizona.  She and her hus-

band were married in August of 1997.  After her 

retirement, she became active in local political 

and environmental issues and attended many city 

planning and Caltrain meetings.  She also began 

working as a volunteer with the Breast Cancer 

Connection in Palo Alto after being diagnosed 

with the disease in 

2008.  

She is survived by 

her husband, Robert, 

her brother Stephen, 

his wife Maureen, 

their children Marissa and Jeremy, her sister-in-

law and brother-in-law Janet and Richard Rien-

bolt and their children Scott and Craig.  She is 

also survived by many cousins who she main-

tained close contact with as family was very im-

portant to her.  

A memorial service will be held for Phyllis at 

the Unitarian Universalist Church of Palo Alto at 

605 East Charleston Road, Palo Alto, at 3PM on 

January 15, 2012.  In lieu of flowers we ask that 

donations be sent in Phyllis’s name to Breast Can-

cer Connections, 390 Cambridge Ave, Palo Alto, 

CA  94306.   

When Phyllis was first diagnosed with breast 

cancer, Breast Cancer Connections offered her 

the opportunity to discuss the issues involved 

with the disease with other women in a similar 

situation.  This group offered her both emotional 

and technical support at a crucial time in her life.   

Finally, we feel that Phyllis left us much too early 

due to this disease.  However, let us not forget 

the value her presence did add to our lives in the 

time she was here.   More information on her life 

is available at the web site of Spangler Mortuary 

www.spanglermortuary.com.

Phyllis Harriet Michel
Resident of Mountin View, California 

March 2, 1949-November 23, 2011

P A I D  O B I T U A R Y

When Myrna Klee Robinson passed from our lives, 
she left behind a devoted son, and an entire community 
of bereaved friends. A long time resident of Menlo 
Park, she died at the age of 64 in her home, with her 
family, friends and hospice surrounding her. Shortly 
before her death from advanced melanoma, Myrna 
commented in a startled voice, “I never knew I was so 
beloved.” And so she was. We all are blessed to have 
known her, and it was a comfort and a privilege to have 
been with her to the very end. 

Born November 20, 1947 in Pittsburg, Pennsylvania, 
only child of Edward and Sylvia Klee, Myrna lived in 
that area for her childhood and adolescence, and then 
went on to graduate from Vassar College in 1969. At 
that time, she took the courageous leap forward to 
relocate to the Bay Area, where she knew not a single 
person, as a way of changing her life. Once working in 
San Francisco, she went on to U. C. Berkeley to receive 
her Masters in Social Work in 1974. She married in 
1981 and divorced in 1989. 

She became a skilled and highly compassionate 
psychotherapist, with a thriving private practice 
in Palo Alto for forty-one years. During that time, 
Myrna pursued many professional interests, especially 
collaborative divorce counseling. She received an 
honorary Ph.D. from the esteemed Sanville Institute 
in the spring of 2011. Known for her extremely 
generous nature, she had many unusually long and 
deep friendships with numerous people from all sorts 
of backgrounds. To be friends with Myrna was to be 
treasured. 

She was a tireless and passionate campaigner for 
the Cleo Eulau Center, an organization that she had 
helped to create in honor of her mentor. The center 
both supports educators in their daily work with the 
social and emotional lives of their students, as well as 
providing direct counseling to youth on probation, 
and those at risk of offending. The culmination of her 
work with the Center was becoming Chairperson of 
the Board and leading the agency to create a broader 
and more expansive reach with her commitment and 
vision. Under her ambassadorship, the center tripled 
in size, reaching a state wide and national audience in 
this past year. 

Broadening her horizons, Myrna also developed her 
long-time love of interior design, and spent any limited 
free time away from her other interests in the homes 
of those who needed imaginative help in finding a new 
face, and a new love, for their residences. 

Far more important than any of this, was her 
deep and exceptional relationship with her son, Eric 
Robinson, who survives her. She was an extraordinary 
mother. When Eric showed an early childhood interest 
in music, Myrna went to unusual lengths to foster his 
passion. He has since gone on to become a successful 
musician and record producer in Los Angeles. She 
never failed to be exceptionally supportive, giving and 
loving throughout his thirty years, helping her son 
to grow into a remarkable young man who has been 
stalwart, and tirelessly by her side in every conceivable 
way, throughout her prolonged illness. 

A memorial service, open to the public, is to be 
held at Sharon Heights Country Club in Menlo Park, 
on Sunday, January 15, 2012 at 2:00 PM. The family 
requests that, in lieu of flowers, contributions be 
made in Myrna’s name to the Cleo Eulau Center, 2483 
Old Middlefield Way, Suite 208, Mountain View, CA 
94303. 

Myrna Robinson
November 20, 1947-December 21, 2011
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Accept antenna system
Editor,

Palo Alto’s Architectural Review 
Board approved the application 
from AT&T Inc. to build a distrib-
uted antenna system to improve cell 
phone and wireless data service in 
Palo Alto. The system needs to go 
ahead as approved. There are parts 
of Old Palo Alto that are cell phone 
“Bermuda Triangles.” The cell 
phone service is marginal or non-
existent in places. Forget about data 
service.

The objections to the system seem 
to have been the following:

1. It’s radiation! The radio fre-
quency field is well below any 
recognized recommendations or 
standards. Also, it’s not ionizing ra-
diation — the dangerous stuff.

2. It will lower the price of my 
house! Data show zero effect on real 
estate prices where distributed an-
tenna systems are installed. Maybe 
the value of my house will go up if 
we can get decent cell phone and 
wireless data coverage in my neigh-
borhood. 

3. It’s ugly! I don’t know how to 
define aesthetics, but compared 
to the wires, cables, transformers, 
amplifiers, cable boxes, lights, etc. 
on our utility poles, I think it’s not 
bad.

Silicon Valley and the high-tech 
world were born in Palo Alto. 

Numerous observers — such as 
Tom Friedman in his article in the 
“New York Times” on Wednesday, 
Jan. 4, 2012 — have noted that four 
things are required for a commu-
nity to succeed in the 21st century: 
a university, an educated work force, 
an entrepreneurial business climate 
and high-speed communications.

Three out of four aren’t enough. It 
all began 100 years ago in Palo Alto. 
It would be sad to see it end here.

Joe Rolfe
Emerson Street

Palo Alto

Upset over Fiesta Bowl
Editor,

Having a difficult time getting 
over the upset stomach from the Fi-
esta Bowl. Our very successful first 
year coach Shaw has a cliche that he 
often uses:”You have to finish.” Op-
erative word here is “finish.” — that 
is exactly what the person calling 
plays at the end of the OSU game 
did not do. We let almost a minute 
waste away with the safest offense 
in the red zone doing nothing to 
advance the ball, with three time-
outs in our pocket. Gain 10 more 
yards and even Jordan’s left hooks 
would be good. Special team did 
not finish, but foremost neither did 
the coaches. Too bad as we had just 
moved so close to a No. 2 ranking. 
Aloha from the 50th state.

Fred Chuckovich
Mahina’ai Street
Waialua, Hawaii

Spectrum
Editorials, letters and opinions

New HSR challenges
Simitian urging one-year delay, other legislators  

push bill to halt bond sale

Strong criticism about the financial viability of the High-Speed 
Rail project is making it more likely that its funding plan 
will either be delayed or scrapped. A broadside from a Peer 

Review Committee last week said flatly that the Legislature should 
not approve the $2.7 billion the Rail Authority is seeking to start 
construction on the first segment, between Fresno and Bakersfield 
in the Central Valley.

And this week, state Sen. Joe Simitian began to lean more toward 
the “no” side, telling the Weekly that unless something changes, he 
cannot support the bond issue this year, which the Authority says 
it needs to capture $3.5 billion in federal funds. Simitian said he is 
not prepared to make a decision yet that would be based on two bad 
choices: Either accepting the Rail Authority’s plan to spend $6.2 
billion in the Central Valley for the first segment or putting an end 
to the high-speed rail project if funds are not approved.

Instead, Simitian 
said he is trying to 
find exactly what the 
state would get for 
$6.2 billion; to de-
termine whether the 
project meets guide-
lines contained in 
Proposition 1A and 
whether the federal 
guidelines are flexi-
ble enough to permit 
a delay in making a 
go-ahead decision 
on the first segment. 
Rather than rush into something that he and others cannot support, 
Simitian said he will urge the High-Speed Rail Authority to take 
another year to bring in a better proposal.

We appreciate the Senator’s position, but we believe there is 
plenty of information available now that adds up to overwhelming 
odds against releasing any funding. 

Other legislators are heading that direction. Republican Assem-
blywoman Diane Harkey, R-Dana Point, introduced a bill this week 
to stop the project, based on a critical report by the state audi-
tor as well as the Peer Review Committee’s call to stop funding. 
Many Republicans in the Legislature oppose the project and some 
Democrats are joining them. Harkey also noted that a recent Field 
Poll found support among voters is dwindling for high-speed rail, 
with a large majority saying they would like to vote again on the 
project.

The City of Palo Alto is already on record as a firm opponent, 
following the City Council’s call in late December for the Author-
ity to terminate the project after a new business plan showed the 
project’s cost had more than doubled to about $100 billion and 
would take until 2033 to complete, 13 years beyond the original 
estimate.

Then came the highly critical Peer Review report last week that 
shows how it might be possible to build a $6.2 billion, 130-mile 
rail segment in the Central Valley that has no trains, is not high-
speed and brings little, if any, efficiency to the few passengers that 
might use it.

Simitian said the first segment would use up 25 percent of all 
state funds and 100 percent of the federal funds with no further 
funding identified by the Rail Authority, a point echoed by the 
Peer Review panel.

“The fact that the funding plan fails to identify any long term 
funding commitments is a fundamental flaw in the program. With-
out committed funds, a project of this nature could be forced to 
halt construction for many years before additional funding could 
be obtained. The benefits of any independent utility proposed by 
the current business plan would be very limited versus the cost and 
the impact on state finances.”

As we have said in this space before, now is simply not the time 
to risk billions of dollars of state or federal money on this pie-in-
the-sky project. We urge Sen. Simitian to use the remaining months 
of his time in the Legislature to bring this project to a halt. We see 
little if any hope that more funding will materialize from private 
or government sources anytime soon, if ever.

We worry that if the Rail Authority receives approval to spend 
$6.2 billion to begin the first segment in the Central Valley, there 
will be tremendous pressure to keep the project going until it reach-
es the Caltrain corridor on its way to San Francisco. This should 
not be allowed to happen. Sen. Simitian and other Bay Area legisla-
tors should lead the way to end this project.

Editorial

The Palo Alto Weekly encourages comments on our coverage or on 
issues of local interest.

What do you think? Is it time to pull the plug on high-speed rail?

YOUR TURN

 Submit letters to the editor of up to 250 words to letters@paweekly.com. 
Include your name, address and daytime phone number so we can reach you. 
We reserve the right to edit contributions for length, objectionable content, libel 
and factual errors known to us. Anonymous letters will generally not be ac-
cepted.
 You can also participate in our popular interactive online forum, Town 
Square, at our community website at www.PaloAltoOnline.com. Read 
blogs, discuss issues, ask questions or express opinions with you neighbors any 
time, day or night.
 Submitting a letter to the editor or guest opinion constitutes a granting of 
permission to the Palo Alto Weekly and Embarcadero Media to also publish it 
online, including in our online archives and as a post on Town Square.

For more information contact Editor Jocelyn Dong or Online Editor Tyler Hanley 

at editor@paweekly.com or 650-326-8210.

A recent Field Poll 
found support among 
voters is dwindling for 
high-speed rail, with a 
large majority saying 
they would like to vote 
again on the project.

Steve Levy’s Economy 
Blog

Posted Jan. 11 at 10:07 a.m. by 
Stephen Levy, a resident of the Uni-
versity South neighborhood:

City councils in Palo Alto and 
across the state are beginning to face 
yet another tough budget year with 
revenues recovering, but slowly, and 
retirement costs increasing despite 
recent success in Palo Alto and 
elsewhere in addressing salary and 
benefit costs. And Palo Alto will 
also face decisions this year on the 
recommendations of the infrastruc-
ture commission.

So it could be a year of making 
tough choices, but tough choices for 
whom?

Town Square is full of pleas for 
the Palo Alto council and residents 
to make “tough choices” but their 
pleas need a plain English transla-
tion because they don’t mean what 
“tough choices” means to me. Here 
is my translation.

Making tough choices
Translation: Please cut programs 

I don’t like. This call often occurs 
in cases as the recent infrastructure 
commission report that raises the 
possibility of asking voters to fund 
new infrastructure projects. ...

We have to prioritize
Translation: Please cut programs I 

don’t like. ... Despite the fact that vir-
tually all posters on the infrastruc-
ture threads favor public safety and 
infrastructure as their top priorities, 
not one offered to pay for their top 
priority. ...

We must live within our means
Translation: If the city needs to 

spend more, please cut programs I 
don’t like to make money available. 
Living within our means makes 
sense for individuals (most of the 
time) but for public agencies these 
same residents can choose to cut 
private spending to make room for 
more public spending. ...

In Palo Alto tough choices means 
that I favor paying my share of addi-
tional taxes for additional spending 
that I favor. Making tough choices 
does not, for me, mean asking some-
one else to pay but not me.

This week on Town Square 
Town Square is an online discussion forum  

at www.PaloAltoOnline.com
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What Palo Alto issue should the City Council address this year?
Asked on California Avenue, Palo Alto. Interviews and photographs by Tyler Hanley, Chris Kenrick and Eric Van Susteren.

Bob Stefanski
Attorney/investor
Old Palo Alto
“Athletic fields. I’d love to see more of 
those, but I realize that around here, 
it’s not easy.”

Carol Heermance
Retired teacher
N. California Avenue, Palo Alto
“The anaerobic digester. I’d like to see 
them look into it, make a decision, and 
build it — sooner rather than later.”

Kim Connolly
Stanford and San Francisco Giants fan
Ash Street, Palo Alto
“I would like to see better parking,  
especially on California Avenue.”

Beth Stein
Physical education teacher
Sheridan Avenue, Palo Alto
“Doing green rooftops and things like 
that. More solar in civic areas and 
schools. And I’d like to see golf stay 
local and affordable.”

Margie Franz
Retired emergency room nurse
Sheridan Avenue, Palo Alto
“I just moved to Palo Alto and it’s a 
beautiful place. No complaints. I  
appreciate how nicely kept everything 
is.”

by Joseph Schwartz

I woke up with a startle and a feeling 
like someone was 
slowly driving an 

ice pick into my neck. 
Very quickly I real-
ized that I had dozed 
off on the plane on my 
way to Ecuador with 
son Jared. In addition 
to being squeezed to-
gether like sardines, 
I had the honor of 
sleeping in positions 
that are fit for a contortionist. Sadly, I real-
ized that I had already maximized my abil-
ity to sleep on a plane and we had not even 
taken off yet.

My thoughts quickly turned to our medi-
cal service trip to Ecuador. It occurred to 
me that when I made a similar trip the year 
before, everything was different — differ-
ent country, different child companion, dif-
ferent group on the trip, different altitude 
and thankfully, different insects (hopefully, 
none).  So, I wondered, what would this trip 
really be like — are the social and medi-
cal issues that burden the Ecuadorian peo-
ple similar to what I saw in the Dominican 
Republic? Are they hampered by similar 
prejudices and inequities or is their plight 
controlled by different factors?  Would we 
be able to contribute in a meaningful way 
to their lives?

Upon waking on the first morning, I could 
barely restrain my exuberance — not a single 
mosquito bite to be found; in fact, not a sin-

gle mosquito anywhere in the vicinity! And 
no roosters crowing at 3 a.m. Unfortunately, 
my joy was brief and after astutely look-
ing over at Jared and his chattering teeth, 
I brilliantly surmised what my body had 
been feeling for the last few hours — it was 
freezing. Well, technically about 45 degrees, 
but far different from the sweltering heat of 
my prior trips.  I felt quite fortunate to be 
wrapped in the llama-haired blanket until 
I caught a quick glimpse of myself in the 
mirror and realized that my eyes were swol-
len like a raccoon and I looked like Rocky 
Balboa — it seems that llama hair and my 
body have a love/hate relationship.

We spent the next days traveling to deliver 
medical care by day and counting pills by 
night; both had their own set of challenges.  I 
strived to develop a Zen approach to counting 
vitamins for two to three hours and I readily 
admit that I failed. I have been meaning to 
write a letter to the vitamin manufacturers 
begging them to simplify their packaging; 
the Notre Dame students and Jared devel-
oped truly brilliant techniques that might 
someday earn them a Nobel Prize, but I la-
bored at a pathetic pace of about 20 vitamin 
removals an hour for the first night or two. 
I was quite relieved to actually start seeing 
patients so that I would no longer have to 
undergo this humiliation.

Our medical teams ventured out to small 
villages 30-45 minutes outside of Quito to 
deliver medical care. The contrast between 
the majestic beauty of the Andes surround-
ing Quito and the abject poverty within the 
villages was stark. Most had a bombed out 

look to them — buildings with no walls and 
just skeletons of structure; trash filling the 
streets and the fields where the children 
played. There was very little running water 
or electricity. Cows, chickens and pigs wan-
dered everywhere, using the village as their 
“restroom.”

Of course this description could apply to 
other Third World countries, but the spirit 
of the people is what again amazed me the 
most. Of the roughly 200 patients that I saw 
over five days, every single one was kind, 
respectful and dignified. Most smiled in the 
face of whatever adversity they were fac-
ing and they were happy with whatever we 
could do for them, which many times was 
very little.

There was one specific day that depicts the 
true spirit of the people that I am trying to 
describe. We finished seeing patients early 
in the afternoon in what seemed like the 
most remote and poor village we had visited.  
I had developed bronchitis and laryngitis by 
that point in the trip and was relieved to be 
stopping for a break.  As we packed up, the 
patients that we had seen insisted on tak-
ing us on a tour of their village. I thought 
to myself, what is it that they actually want 
us to see?

We slowly walked down the dirt path, 
around some of the biggest pigs I had ever 
seen (in fact, Jared very nearly tripped and 
took a mud bath with one of these mam-
moth animals) and it was soon obvious what 
these villagers wanted us to see. Amidst 
this squalor, were some of the most beauti-
ful gardens and personal farms that I have 

ever seen — they were growing their own 
broccoli, coffee, squash, corn and tomatoes 
in neatly and adeptly irrigated small gar-
dens. Granted, I was slightly feverish and 
possibly hallucinating, but this was a scene 
straight out of the Field of Dreams or the 
Garden of Eden. Earlier that day, I had seen 
a young girl with a severely infected ear 
from an ear piercing gone bad — she had a 
severe wound with pus and dried blood sur-
rounding the ear and was developing early 
signs of a dangerous infection called masti-
tis.  Yet, despite her condition, I remember 
her bright smile and the look of pride on her 
face as she and her mother rushed to give us 
a tomato from their amazing garden.

As we sat the last night and received the 
gracious words from some of the local offi-
cials and our leaders thanking us and prais-
ing us for coming on this trip, I couldn’t 
help feeling perplexed.  The people who 
deserved praise and gratitude were the ones 
living in these villages; they had persevered 
and they were the ones who made gardens 
out of rubble.  And until I can truly un-
derstand how these people can continue to 
smile despite their hardship and cultivate 
beautiful farms without any real tools or 
resources, I am just going to have to keep 
returning on these trips. ■

Joseph Schwartz is a family medicine 
physician at Palo Alto Medical Clinic—
Fremont Center, who has lived in Palo 
Alto for 17 years and has three children. 
In 2010 he wrote in this space about a 
similar trip to the Dominican Republic.

Creating their own fields of dreams 
Despite challenges, a proud tradition is growing among Ecuadorian villagers 

Guest Opinion

Check out Town Square!
Hundreds of local topics are being discussed by local residents on 

Town Square, a reader forum sponsored by the Weekly on our com-
munity website at www.PaloAltoOnline.com. Post your own comments, 
ask questions, read the Editor’s blog or just stay up on what people are 
talking about around town! 

Streetwise
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O lympic champion Brian Boitano has 
skated on ice rinks throughout the world. 
He even skated on a glacier in 1988. But 

some of his fondest memories took place at 
Palo Alto’s Winter Lodge, where Boitano and 
his friends held numerous parties, he said re-
cently.

Winter Lodge has been a Middlefield Road 
fixture for 55 years, and while public interest in 
other social pastimes might have waned and giv-
en way to land-use pressures (witness the demise 
of the Midpeninsula’s bowling alleys), the lodge 
— and skating — are thriving in Palo Alto.

The family-friendly experience that founder 
Duncan Williams envisioned in 1956 endures. 
It has expanded to include elementary school 
physical-education classes, special-ed pro-
grams for children with autism, ice hockey and 
“broom ball,” and “date nights” that attract 
adults.

“It has one of the largest skating schools in 
the U.S.,” Executive Director Linda Stebbins 
Jensen said, noting its 1,000 students.

Though Winter Lodge has one of the small-
est skating surfaces in the country and is only 
open seasonally, that hasn’t detracted from its 
charisma.

“I really miss it. I’d like to have it in my 
backyard,” Boitano, who grew up in Sunny-
vale, said.

He and training partner Yvonne Gomez now 
hold skating parties around Christmas in San 

Francisco, where he resides, but 
many of their guests still remi-
nisce about the early parties at 
the lodge, which was then called 
The Winter Club, he said.

“I loved being outdoors. It’s 
a fun rink to be festive. Winter 
Club made you feel like wear-
ing a hat with a big pom-pom,” 
he said.

Jensen said the lodge’s goal 
is just that: to create a festive, 
fun, no-pressure atmosphere 
where people of all ages can 
build relationships and skate. 
Williams built the rink for 
that purpose, she said.

This past holiday season, 
every elementary school in 
Palo Alto except Walter Hays 
held a family night at the 
lodge for the entire school, she 
said.

On a recent Friday evening, families descended 
on the lodge, lining up for tickets to a holiday 
party held by Mariano Castro Elementary School 
in Mountain View. The party at Winter Lodge 
is in its third year, said Sandy Lubkin, an event 
organizer. The lodge provides an environment 
where the kids can just be kids, she said.

Unlike other rinks, there is no competitive-
skating program at Winter Lodge. Jensen said 

Palo Alto’s 

Winter Lodge 

still has 

power to 

inspire a 

passion 

for skating 

in young 

and old

Children and adults 
skate around Winter 
Lodge’s rink during 

public skating hours 
on Dec. 29.

Olympic figure skater Brian Boitano frequented 
The Winter Club while growing up in Sunnyvale.

story by 
Sue Dremann

photos 
by Veronica Weber

C
ourtesy Linda Leaver
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A history 
of Winter Lodge

1954: Duncan Williams, a Wisconsin civil engineer, 

conceives of the idea of an outdoor rink in California at a 

New Year’s Eve party in Madison, Wis.

1955: Williams moves to California and leases land in Palo 

Alto. He builds The Winter Club. He utilized his engineering 

background to develop a system of refrigeration and brine 

to maintain an outdoor ice rink in Palo Alto’s mild weather, 

making the rink the first of its kind west of the Sierras.

1956: Feb. 15, The Winter Club opens as a seasonal 

membership club. Phil Mitchell (current hockey coach) starts 

skating at The Winter Club.

1956: In February almost all of the ice is lost in a huge 

storm.

1957: The first skating show is held.

1965: The first “little rink,” a teaching rink, is built. It has no 

roof or walls. It later became the indoor rink.

1981: The Icettes are formed and shows resume after 

being on hold for many years.

1983: Williams decides to close the rink and retire due to 

expiration of the lease with no option to renew.

1983: A group forms in an attempt to save The Winter 

Club.

1984: The Trust for Community Skating is formed and 

Community Skating, Inc. (CSI) becomes the management 

for the new nonprofit Winter Lodge (with Merre Jayne 

McFate as director) and puts Measures A and B on the 

ballot to save Winter Lodge.

1985: Measures A and B pass with 70 percent voter 

approval, resulting in a land swap, allowing the rink to 

remain in place. Land at the Palo Alto Municipal Golf Course 

is exchanged for the Winter Lodge site. Winter Lodge 

would continue to be used for ice skating as long as no city 

subsidy was required for its continuance other than the use 

of the Middlefield Road site or appropriate assistance in 

securing and making available an alternate site and facility.

1986: McFate retires. Linda Stebbins Jensen, a Palo Altan 

and former Ice Capades skater, is hired as executive director.

1986: The property is re-zoned to Public Facility. This is 

the final city hurdle to clear the future for outdoor ice skating 

in Palo Alto.

1987: Winter Lodge wins the Tall Tree Award for 

Outstanding Organization.

1991: The indoor, side rink is expanded to three times its 

original size.

1996: The Winter Lodge year-end show tops 200 skaters 

in its cast.

2001: Community Skating, Inc., acquires the lease for the 

tennis courts and surrounding property, with upgrades to be 

made to the courts. The tennis program is started.

2005: The outdoor fireplace is built in preparation for 

the Lodge’s golden anniversary. Skaters are given the 

opportunity to buy an engraved brick and leave their 

personal mark on Winter Lodge history.

2006: Outside Magazine names Winter Lodge as one of 

the top 10 outdoor ice skating experiences in the U.S.

2006: Winter Lodge is ranked by the Ice Skating Institute 

as the No. 1 largest skating school in the U.S.

2006: The Winter Club/Winter Lodge celebrates its 50th 

anniversary.

2009: Winter Lodge expands its “club house” to 

accommodate growing numbers of skaters.

2011: Founder Duncan Williams dies on April 11 at age 90. 

Sources: Timeline courtesy of Winter Lodge, with additions 
from Palo Alto Online’s Lasting Memories obituary website 
and Palo Alto Weekly archives.

the lessons allow kids to progress in their own way 
and at their own speed. Skaters come from as far 
away as San Francisco, San Jose, Monterey and 
Sacramento to get that “real feeling of skating out-
doors,” Jensen said.

Jensen thinks the outdoor ambiance and no-
pressure atmosphere are part of the draw.

“It’s the only completely recreational rink that 
we know of in the country,” she said.

A s daylight dimmed, the silvery leaves of eu-
calyptus trees surrounding the rink shone 
with a frost-like patina. A flame flickered 

in the outdoor brick fireplace, which was built 
with donations to commemorate the lodge’s 50th 
anniversary in 2006. Donors bought bricks, on 
which they wrote remembrances of happy times 
spent on the ice.

Dozens of late-afternoon skaters of all ages 
wobbled and glided around the rink in circles to 
the strains of “Frosty the Snowman.” Little kids 
wore crash helmets; older kids sported knit caps. 
A few donned Santa hats. A clutch of “tween” girls 
giggled excitedly, holding on to each other for sup-
port.

At the opening notes of “Let it Snow,” the crowd 
suddenly surged to a spot where an overhead snow 
machine spouted snowflakes from painted, cutout 
clouds. Heads pointed skyward with tongues and 
arms outstretched, trying to catch the flakes of 
“snow” — specialized nontoxic foam that Disney-
land uses for its winter show, Jensen said.

The flurries stuck to heads and jackets. On 
warm days, they stick to T-shirts. That incongru-
ity — eucalyptus trees, a Mediterranean climate 
and sleeveless skating — is also part of the draw. 
Winter Lodge is the only permanent outdoor rink 
in the flatlands at sea level. Most are located in 
higher, colder elevations, Jensen said.

As more people from northern states and colder 
climates have migrated to the Bay Area, they have 
brought their love of skating, said Marvin Lee, 86, 
the oldest of three generations of Winter Lodge 
skaters and a longtime ice-skating and ice-hockey 
advocate.

“When we came here, we found ice skating the 
perfect family sport,” said Lee, whose father-in-

(continued on next page)

Vicki Arinaga and boyfriend Cole Souza skate together during a recent Wednesday adult-skating session at Winter Lodge. 

Three-year-old Alisa Shiu skates with the help of her mom, Vanessa, 
during a public skate session at Winter Lodge in late December.
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law, Howard Preble, was a hockey 
coach in New England.

Lee and his wife, Alison, began 
skating at the lodge in 1963, when 
it was still called The Winter Club 
(see side bar on page 17). A retired 
San Jose State University economics 
professor, Lee said he would skate 
twice a week.

“I used it to shake off the cobwebs 
from the day,” he recalled.

He stopped skating two years ago 
after falling a couple of times, but 
his sons and grandchildren have all 
skated at Winter Lodge and continue 
to skate wherever they live, he said. 
One son still plays hockey twice 
a week, and two granddaughters, 
who live in Mountain View, skate 
competitively at San Jose’s full-size 
rink. But they still come to Winter 
Lodge for the sheer joy of skating, 
he said.

W hile other venues have 
faded away, Winter Lodge 
is a metamorphosing com-

munity asset that has withstood the 
test of time due to community and 
city support, proponents said.

After World War II, shopping 
centers built indoor skating rinks as 
a way to attract families, Lee said.

“There were rinks from Santa 
Rosa to San Jose,” he recalled. 
Many were comparable to Winter 
Lodge — odd shaped, small rinks 
where a number of the most success-
ful figure skaters first blossomed: 
Peggy Fleming, Debbie Thomas, 
Brian Boitano, Rudy Galindo and 
Kristi Yamaguchi, he said.

But most such rinks have faded 
away. Successful regional shopping 
centers began closing the ice rinks 
to make way for more lucrative re-
tail, Lee said.

“In many cases they were able to 
do so because they were located in 
new communities with community 
governments that didn’t wish to in-
terfere with their business operation, 
in spite of the fact that they would 
be losing a variety of essential com-
munity recreational benefits,” Lee 
said.

Older communities organized to 
keep their community recreational 
rinks, however.

“Two efforts, one in Cupertino 
led by attorney Patrick R. McMa-
hon, who had two teenage children 
pair skating, and the other in San 
Mateo’s Fashion Island, were suc-
cessful in requiring the shopping 
centers to continue operating their 
rinks as promised in their original 
approved shopping-center develop-

ment proposals,” he said.
Boitano said he has seen the 

number of figure skaters on the ice 
steadily go down over the years. 
Some Bay Area rinks, such as the 
Sharks Ice at San Jose and Sharks 
Ice at Fremont, are managed by the 
San Jose Sharks hockey enterprise 
and appear more hockey focused, 
he said. Local ice rinks’ websites 

show pictures of hockey teams, not 
freestyle or figure skaters, although 
those classes are offered at all of the 
rinks.

At Redwood City’s Nazareth Ice 
Oasis, which has been around since 
the late 1970s, a 2008 letter to mem-
bers announced new ownership, a 
name change and a shift in strategy 
to keep the rink viable.

“Joining and maintaining mem-
bership in the U.S. Hockey League 
will be one of the strategies that we 
will pursue,” management noted.

Rink manager Hanna Hanhan said 
he has seen a shift away from indi-
vidual skating toward team sports.

“There are more girls practicing 
hockey and more kids in teams, such 
as synchronized skating,” he said.

From left, Nick Colonnese, Tom Wedlick, Ann Majewicz, Troy Adebar and Reiko Hoyano play during an adult 
skating session at Winter Lodge on Dec. 14.

(continued from previous page)

Figure skaters take a moment to lace up their skates for a freestyle class 
at Winter Lodge on Dec. 15.
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The San Jose Sharks rink “has a 
whole girls league. They didn’t have 
that a few years back,” he said. And 
this season’s synchro team at Oa-
sis has increased from less than 10 
skaters to 24, he added.

“Our Theater on Ice team is one of 
the best and won the bronze medal 
in the nationals in 2011,” he said.

But Hanhan emphasized that each 
rink is different. In the last year Ice 
Oasis has seen an increase in young-
er skaters, with parents bringing in 
4- to-6-year-olds, he said. The rink 
had only figure skating through the 
late 1980s but then added a glass 
partition and hockey. It added an 
adult hockey league in the early 
1990s that now includes all ages 
from 18 to 72, he said.

One reason for the increased in-
terest is low cost, he said.

“There used to be a perception 
that skating is expensive, but that 
isn’t true anymore. The cost of skat-
ing hasn’t increased like in other 
sports. It still costs about the same 
as a movie ticket,” he said.

Jensen agreed that cost is an in-
centive for families to take up skat-
ing. Each year the skating school 
has seen a steady upward climb in 
class enrollment that has stabilized 
at about 1,000 students, she said. 

“It’s double what we were 10 years 
ago,” she said.

Schools such as Keys, Castilleja 
and International School of the Pen-
insula also are instilling a love of 
the sport. The schools offer skating 
as a component of their physical-
education programs, Jensen said.

Shermagne Gunn, lower and mid-
dle school physical-education instruc-
tor at Keys School, said the entire 
school, grades kindergarten through 
8, participates in the winter skating 
program — 287 students. Middle 
school students skate during the 
month of November and lower school 
grades go in January, she said.

“Skating is one of those sports/ac-
tivities (like skiing) that if one does 
not have exposure to while young 
and still close to the ground it is of-
ten never learned. It began as part of 
the PE program but has evolved into 
a school-wide winter tradition,” she 
wrote in an email.

Students in lower grades take skat-
ing lessons; older kids skate and play 

broomball, a hockey-like sport in 
tennis shoes, using brooms, she said. 
Many students continue with private 
lessons after school or have play 
dates at Winter Lodge. The school 
has a “Family Skate Night” during 
which students and parents come to-
gether to share an evening of skating 
and show off new skills, she said.

“The kids get exposure to an ac-
tivity that is both physical as well as 
social. Most kids are used to ‘grass 
or court’ sports, so when they are 

introduced to skating, some actually 
prefer it over the traditional team ac-
tivities. For those who still prefer the 
‘grass or court’ sports, they are able 
to see through the eyes of the class-
mate who struggles with a new skill. 
They see again how persistence and 
practice can lead to the success of 
individual accomplishments and 
how words of encouragement from 
a supportive friend can mean so 
much,” she said.

S ally Swank sat on a bench 
alongside the outdoor rink, 
reminiscing about her youth 

at Winter Lodge in the 1950s and 
‘60s. A Palo Alto native, Swank 
was supervising a friend’s 6-year-
old child during the free skate on a 
recent Friday afternoon.

“Skating here as a child was great. 

It’s the same as I remember it. As 
a Paly teen, I went to skating par-
ties here. In Palo Alto, you never see 
winter conditions. This is the closest 
thing to real winter,” she said.

Jensen said the lodge might be 
more corporately managed now, 
but it has stayed true to Duncan 
Williams’ ideal. Williams died at 
age 90 on April 11, 2011. He had 
retired from the lodge in 1983 af-
ter his lease expired. Jensen said 
she would always remember him as 
“like a grandpa to me. He had a way 
to run the business, and everyone 
was part of a family.” Sometimes 
he broke even; sometimes he put his 
own money into the lodge to keep it 
open, she said.

From 1983 to 1985, the lodge faced 
closure to make way for condomini-
ums. Lee sought to join the interests 
of the Stanford Hockey Club and 
Friends of The Winter Club to re-
build the rink as an outdoor facility 
on public land, he said.

They formed Community Skat-
ing, Inc., a nonprofit organization, 
which came to the rink’s rescue. A 
land swap was made and the lodge 
now rents its land from the City of 
Palo Alto. Community Skating, Inc. 
still runs the lodge, which is “com-
pletely, 100 percent operationally 
funded,” and is financially stable, 
Jensen said.

But the threat of losing Palo Alto’s 
winter treasure 26 years ago still 
prickles some fans, and they are 
wary of any inkling that it might be 
converted for any other purpose.

“Don’t take this away,” a woman 
chimed in, overhearing a discus-
sion about the lodge. “We have 
enough condominiums. Leave this 
alone.” 

Staff Writer Sue Dremann can 
be emailed at sdremann@paweek-
ly.com.

About the cover: 
Girls sit on a ledge during a group freestyle 

lesson at the Winter Lodge on Dec. 12. 

Photo by Veronica Weber.

Share your memories of the Winter 
Lodge on Town Square, the online com-
munity discussion forum on Palo Alto 
Online. 

TALK ABOUT IT
www.PaloAltoOnline.com

Boys chase a puck during the intermediate hockey class at Winter Lodge Dec. 12.

Marie Therese Chahrouri 
practices spins during a Dec. 15 
freestyle class at Winter Lodge. 
The facility is one of the largest 
skating schools in the country. 

E: info@bikramyogamountainview.com
http://www.bikramyogamountainview.com

Time Mon Tues Wed Thu Fri Sat Sun

6:00 am X   X     

8:00 am    X X    X X X

10:00 am X X X X X X X

4:00 pm X  X

4:30 pm  X X  X    X X  

6:30 pm X X X X X  

8:15 pm X  X X  X   

Intro Special 
“10 Days for $20!”

THE FUTURE OF

Organized by American Studies, the Clayman 
Institute for Gender Research, Feminist Studies

Thursday, January 26, 2012  ~  7:30 pm

Zambrano Hall, Knight Management Center 
at Stanford University

Free and open to all but tickets are required

 Gender.Stanford.edu/Ms at40
Don’t miss all the Winter Quarter events sponsored 

by over 30 departments, programs and centers
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Arts & Entertainment
A weekly guide to music, theater, art, movies and more, edited by Rebecca Wallace
Arts & Entertainment
A weekly guide to music, theater, art, movies and more, edited by Rebecca Wallace

january highlights

SAVE THE DATE FOR THIS 
VERY SPECIAL SCREENING:

“MISS REPRESENTATION”
THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 9
7 pm at the Aquarius Theatre 
A documentary that explores women’s 
under-representation in positions of 
power and influence in America, and 
challenges the limited portrayal of 
women in mainstream media.

Purchase $10 tickets in advance at  
landmarktheatres.com or buy $15 
tickets at the door.

NEW FOR THIS MONTH:
– Goal Setting Workshop

– “Spark Groups”: Awareness Event

– Free Lunchtime Speaker Series

– Parent’s Place Workshop on Stress

– Women and Money Lecture Series

– Job Search Support Group 

For further details, visit our 
website: deborahspalm.org

555 Lytton Avenue, Palo Alto
650/473-0664

debor ah’s palm

Stanford instructor and author spends her summers observing elephants

CAMPINGWITHgiants

by Angela Johnston

C aitlin O’Connell spends her summers 
sleeping under the vast open African skies, 
hanging out with Jack Nicholson, David 

Beckham and Prince Charles, and observing 
wildlife firsthand. 

However, her experience is not the typical 
celebrity-studded summer vacation. O’Connell 
stays in a field camp inside a 30-foot-by-30-foot 
canvas enclosure in a national park in Namibia, 
Africa. Her gourmet meals consist of butternut 
squash prepared in every way imaginable; show-
ers are rare; and Nicholson, Beckham and Prince 
Charles are actually bull elephants named for 
their distinctive features.

O’Connell is an instructor at the Stanford Uni-
versity School of Medicine’s department of head 
and neck surgery. She’s also an elephant special-
ist. In her newest book, “An Elephant’s Life,” she 
illustrates through her photos the complex lives 
of these African animals.

“If you don’t mind roughing it, our field camp 
is a five-star experience,” O’Connell writes in the 
book, which was published last November.

“An Elephant’s Life” showcases years of 
O’Connell’s observations of the magnificent crea-
tures’ lives, moment by moment, from a baby el-
ephant’s first steps to the declining dominance of a 
male leader. The collection of photographs shot by 
O’Connell and her husband Timothy Rodwell also 
depicts the serene beauty of Etosha National Park, 
where the research camp sits year-round.

“I thought in part to put this book together be-
cause it seemed like the obvious way to show 
people how an elephant grows up in society and 
what kind of challenges they face,” O’Connell 
told the Weekly.

Neither O’Connell nor Rodwell were elephant 
specialists when they started their research 
about 15 years ago. O’Connell says they were 
both dedicated field scientists who happened to 
be in the right place at the right time when the 
opportunity arose. 

At Stanford, O’Connell teaches science writing 
and researches different ways large mammals per-
ceive sound. Before studying elephants, O’Connell 
researched vibration communication in insects in 
the Hawaiian Islands.

“When I was traveling in Africa, I noticed 
that elephants were behaving very similarly to 
the insects I studied in Hawaii. One thing led to 
another, and 10 years later I was able to show that 
elephants communicate in a very similar way,” 
O’Connell said.

Her most fundamental discovery has been 
that elephants’ vocalizations travel through the 
ground, and that they can detect and interpret 
them through their feet.

Sequences of photographs in the book capture 
intimate greetings between elephants, and the 
various ways elder elephants keep their young 
in check. One of the most emotional sets of 
photographs shows a mother and sister elephant 
rescuing an elephant calf after he fell into the 
watering hole. 

“It was a really fulfilling experience to think 
about how you would tell the story of a life in im-

ages, rater than words,” O’Connell said. 
Although she has no formal photography train-

ing, O’Connell has become a seasoned nature 
photographer over the years spent observing and 
capturing elephants on camera. She says she has 
learned to overexpose her shots so she can capture 
the movement of the mammals at dusk. 

“One of the trickiest parts is not being afraid to 
overexpose,” O’Connell said. “It took many years 
of experimenting with exposure and learning on 
the job.” Because elephants are such large crea-
tures, O’Connell says that she sometimes has to 
sacrifice shutter speed for depth of field.

O’Connell remembers her first years when she 
and her husband photographed with film. “It took 
us years to get some of the film developed when we 
were living in Africa,” she said. “With the advent of 
digital photography it was just so amazing.”

The couple currently shoot with a Nikon 
D700 Digital SLR with an ISO of 6400 and a 
fast auto-focus lens. 

“I feel very privileged to be living right on the 
dinner plate of all of these animals, including the 
lions,” O’Connell said. “You get to see the soap 

operas of all these different creatures.”
O’Connell says she sees and photographs some-

thing different, unexpected and spectacular every 
day. “I’ve had some hairy moments alone when a 
long, wrinkly trunk has suddenly appeared ... on 
more than one occasion, a dripping proboscis has 
practically knocked over my tripod and assaulted 
me with heavy breathing and bad breath, like a 
giant worm. ...” she wrote.

She enjoys capturing the human-like charac-
teristics of elephants, and says it shows us that 
humans are not as complex as we sometimes 
would like to think.

“When you see another social animal acting like 
your own species, it’s a reminder that there are other 
special animals and maybe we shouldn’t be think-
ing we are as special as we are,” O’Connell says. 
“Because there are other animals out there that care 
for each other and make sacrifices for each other 
just like humans. That kind of reminder I feel privi-
leged just to witness.”

O’Connell says she has a few more books in the 
works. She will be looking at the long-term social 

(continued on page 22)
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Fearless flight

Diavolo dancers brave physical risk and giant props 
to convey universal human themes

by Rebecca Wallace

About six years ago, choreog-
rapher Jacques Heim was 
somewhere in the middle of 

America. The native Parisian stood 
with his dance company and looked 
at the local performing-arts center, 
which was literally in a cornfield.

“I said: ‘What the heck are we do-
ing here? Nobody is going to come,’” 
Heim said in an interview this week, 
still marveling at the memory.

But the venue had a thousand 
seats and was surprisingly high-
tech. That night, Heim’s Diavolo 
Dance Theater sold out the house. 
“In this community they were hun-
gry for the arts,” Heim said.

Diavolo, a vigorous company that 
blends modern dance with acrobat-
ics, hip-hop and giant props, often 
holds a post-show Q&A to hear 
what the audience made of it all. 
That night in the cornfield was one 
of Heim’s career highlights.

One man stood up, a bearded 
farmer in suspenders who had been 
dragged to the theater by his wife. 
Telling the story, Heim attempts 
a small-town drawl through his 
French accent. “He said, ‘I don’t 
know anything about dance, but if 
that’s what dance is, then I really 
love it.’” 

Heim’s voice is delighted at the 
memory. “What we do, it is dance, 
but a different form. The regular 
people who are not intellectuals, or 
artists, can go see dance.

“I thought, ‘OK, Jacques, that’s 
why you do what you do.’”

During its 13 years of touring, 
Diavolo has often attracted audi-
ence members who are not typical 
modern-dance buffs. That may be 
the case again on Jan. 28, when the 
company performs at Stanford Uni-
versity. And Heim is not your char-
acteristic choreographer.

“My background is completely 
weird. I’m sort of the black sheep of 
dance,” Heim said, laughing. “I’m 
completely awkward. I have skinny 
legs. I look like a little chicken run-
ning around.”

Heim, 47, left Paris in 1983 to 
attend Middlebury College in 
Vermont. He started in the theater 
department, but had trouble being 
understood by audiences because of 

his limited English, he said. Friends 
in the dance department urged him 
to join them.

“I fell in love with movement,” he 
said. “I thought it was a great, won-
derful way of theater.”

Heim also has an interest in archi-
tecture, and he used structures in his 
choreography: first tables and chairs, 
then larger things. He thought about 
how human bodies and structures 
affect each other, how they become 
part of each other, how they’re both 
vulnerable. After he earned a mas-
ter’s degree in choreography, he 
started his own dance company.

Heim wanted something differ-
ent than a traditional modern-dance 
group, and that’s what he built. In 
his works, his dancers interact with 
often-huge props to explore such 
themes as survival in the modern 
world and the absurdities of human 
actions. Heim believes Diavolo 
dance appeals to people from all 
walks of life because it’s so visual, 
and visceral.

In the 1998 piece “Apex,” for ex-
ample, Diavolo dancers navigated 
spinning ladders meant to symbolize 
the bumps of human relationships. 
The 2003 work “Dreamcatcher” 
was based on a Native American 
legend, with dancers taking a “jour-
ney through faith” — and through 
an 18-foot spinning wheel made of 
aluminum and steel.

At Stanford’s Memorial Auditori-
um on Jan. 28, Diavolo will perform 
pieces that Heim set to music by the 
Pulitzer Prize-winning Berkeley 
composer John Adams. A one-hour 
family matinee will be at 3 p.m. 
with four shorter Adams works; a 
full performance follows at 8 p.m.

The centerpiece of the evening 
event is “Fearful Symmetries,” a 
2010 Heim piece set to Adams’ 1988 
composition of the same name. It’s 
part of a trilogy that the Los Angeles 
Philharmonic commissioned Heim 
to create. (The other two works, set 
to music by Esa-Pekka Salonen and 
Philip Glass, are not on the Stanford 
program.)

Adams has premiered many no-
table symphonic and operatic works 

(continued on page 22)

Left: Caitlin O’Connell photographing elephants behind the protection of concrete. Above: A baby elephant silhouetted with its elders.  
All photos with this story are from O’Connell’s book “An Elephant’s Life: An Intimate Portrait From Africa.”

Diavolo Dance Theater performs “Fearful Symmetries” in 2010.

Rose Echenbaum
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February 4, 2012
Fox Theatre, Redwood City 

a winter benefit for Children’s Health Council

www.chcbenefit.org

interactions and dominance relation-
ships particularly among younger el-
ephants, observing how family inter-
action translates into adulthood. 

“I’m also working on a photo book of 
the first year of an elephant’s life as well 
as a biography of the ‘don’ elephant, a 
sort of timeline of his rise and fall, and 
all the different social dynamics sur-
rounding it,” she says. 

Her previous books include “The El-
ephant’s Secret Sense: The Hidden Life 
of the Wild Herds of Africa,” a more 
prose-focused book on her study of the 
elephant’s listening behavior. 

Info: “An Elephant’s Life” can be 

found at the Stanford University book-

store, where Caitlin O’Connell will sign 

books during parents’ weekend on 

Feb. 24 and 25. For more about her 

work, go to utopiascientific.org.

Elephants
(continued from page 22)

in San Francisco; his work has been 
described as minimalist and humanist. 
He has called “Fearful Symmetries” 
“seriously acrobatic.”

Heim said the piece was tough for 
a choreographer because of its many 
layers. Listening to it “a couple thou-
sand times” helped, as did a visit 
from Adams to the Diavolo studio 
in Los Angeles. The composer sat in 
on a run-through and helped analyze 
his work.

The main result was a cube. Heim’s 
piece starts with a cube designed by 
Adam Davis that “is the symbol of all 
geometry,” he said. The dancers pull 
and work at it as they move.

In a 2010 Los Angeles Times re-
view, Lewis Segal wrote: “This mys-
terious structure held all sorts of hid-
den panels, apertures and crevices, but 
quickly opened up to evoke a whole 
cityscape, then divided into rectangu-
lar platforms that became everything 
from towers to surfboards.”

While Segal wrote that he believed 
the dance work didn’t always “em-
body the darkness in the music,” he 
said the piece called to mind heroic 
acts, such as those that happened 
during 9/11. “The best moments ... 
showed a familiar landscape sudden-
ly becoming dangerous and people 
forced by an unexpected loss of con-
trol to discover new capabilities and 
relationships,” he wrote.

The Stanford program also includes 
the less cerebral work “Trajectoire.” 

It’s set on a 14-
foot-long rocking 
prop that looks 
like a modern 
galleon. Dancers 
manipulate it by 
moving back and 
forth, swaying and 
keeping their bal-
ance, and — when 
they really get go-
ing — flying into 
the air. One of 
the themes is “the 
ever-shifting land-
scape of human 
relations in modern 
society.”

The dancers who 
fly into the air are usually caught by 
other dancers. But as society shifts, 
so does human timing.

“When we train dancers, they know 
that some nights if you’re in the wrong 
place, or the catchers are in the wrong 
place, you can crash,” Heim said.

That’s why Diavolo dancers need to 
be a special breed. Risk-takers. People 
who can lift their own body weight. 
Preferably not afraid of heights. A 
rock-climbing or gymnastics back-
ground helps.

“You have to be kind of a gladiator,” 
Heim said.

Heim says that there’s never been a 
serious injury at Diavolo. But broken 
fingers and toes happen a lot, as well 
as stitches and knee damage.

The risks bring rewards, Heim said. 
“There’s something unspoken and 
priceless about coming together on 
stage to do this as a team.”

He added, “At the end they stand tall 
and proud when the curtain opens for 
the bow.” 

What: The Diavolo Dance Theater gives 

two local performances.

Where: Memorial Auditorium, Stanford 

University

When: A one-hour family program is set 

for 3 p.m., with a full performance at 8 

p.m., on Jan. 28. A post-performance 

discussion with artistic director Jacques 

Heim follows the 8 p.m. show.

Cost: For the 3 p.m. show, tickets are 

$14-$34 for adults, $7-$17 for youths 

under 18, $10 for Stanford students and 

$15-$29 for other students. For the 8 p.m. 

show, admission is $28-$68 general, $14-

$34 for youths under 18, $10 for Stanford 

students and $23-$63 for other students.

Info: Go to livelyarts.stanford.edu or 

call 650-725-ARTS.

Diavolo
(continued from page 21)

A cube-like structure is the center of the dance work 
“Fearful Symmetries.”

A baby elephant giving a ritual 
trunk-to-mouth greeting.

“There’s no place 
like home.”

Matched
CareGivers

When you, or someone 
you care about, 

needs assistance...
you can count on us 

to be there.
We provide Peninsula 

families with top, 
professional caregivers.

Call now 
(650) 839-2273

www.matchedcaregivers.com

Rose Echenbaum
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THE BEST OF TWO WORLDS
LISHLEARNING IN GERMAN AND ENGL

dual-immersion -

High-standard -
holistic 

and individual development

three locations

Phone: 650 254 0748  |  Web: www.gissv.org  |  Email: office@gissv.org 

MOUNTAIN VIEW, BERKELEY & SAN FRANCISCO

OPEN HOUSE, Mountain View: 
Saturday, January 14, 10am to 12pm

MOUNTAIN VIEW, BERKELEY & SAN FRANCISCO

Theater
‘The Pitmen Painters’

In “The Pitmen Painters,” play-
wright Lee Hall turns from the 
young dancers of “Billy Elliot” to a 
gang of 1930s coal miners who be-
come unlikely artists. Set in a min-
ing town in northern England, the 
story centers on the miners who try 
to better themselves with art-appre-
ciation classes. Turns out, they ap-
preciate art more when the canvases 
are theirs.

When the show was on Broadway, 
the New York Times’ Ben Brantley 
said in a review, “Written partly in 
response to cuts in arts endowments 
and education, ‘Pitmen’ belongs to 
a fine old British tradition of estab-
lishment-challenging theater.”

“Pitmen” comes to the Penin-
sula later this month, presented by 
TheatreWorks. Directed by The-
atreWorks casting director Leslie 
Martinson, the production previews 
at 8 p.m. Jan. 18 through Jan. 20, 
then opens at 8 p.m. Jan. 21.

Shows are at the Mountain View 
Center for the Performing Arts at 
500 Castro St., with tickets ranging 
from $19 to $69. For more informa-
tion, go to theatreworks.org or call 
650-463-1960.

‘Incognito’

When actor Michael Fosberg fills 
out a census form asking about his 
ethnicity, his response is far from 
straightforward. “I jokingly refer to 
myself as AAA: African-American 
Armenian,” he said last year on Na-
tional Public Radio’s “All Things 
Considered” program.

For much of his life, though, Fos-
berg would have checked the “white” 
box without hesitation. That’s before 
he learned — in his 30s — that his 
father was black. Raised by his 
white mother and stepfather, Fos-
berg had never thought that he was 
anything else.

Fosberg’s discovery led to what 
he describes as “a new, more com-
fortable relationship with my sense 

of identity” and “a rich, black heri-
tage.” It also led to thoughts about 
how Americans perceive and think 
about race. And, ultimately, in 2001, 
it led to Fosberg’s one-man autobio-
graphical play, “Incognito.”

As part of his ongoing tour, Fos-
berg will perform the play in Palo 
Alto at 8 p.m. this Saturday, Jan. 14, 
at the Oshman Family Jewish Com-
munity Center at 3921 Fabian Way. 
Admission is $20 general and $15 
for JCC members.

For more information, go to 
paloaltojcc.org or call 650-223-8609.

Music
The Special Consensus

A veteran bluegrass band from 
Chicago heads west this month to 
take part in the local Redwood Blue-
grass Associates concert series.

The Special Consensus recently 
marked its 35th anniversary as a 
band by releasing the album “35.” 
(Clearly, from some of the freshest-
faced photos, not all the members 
have been in the group that long.) 
Mandolin, bass, banjo and guitar 
mingle with vocals in the group’s 
sound. Band co-founder Greg Cahill 
is still an active member, picking up 
the banjo and singing baritone and 
tenor harmonies.

The Redwood series concerts are 
at the First Presbyterian Church 
of Mountain View at 1667 Mira-
monte Ave. (at Cuesta Drive). The 

Special Consensus 
performs Jan. 21 at 
8 p.m., following 
a 5 p.m. jam ses-
sion and the doors 
opening at 7. The 
Stock ton-based 
trio Snap Jackson 
& The Knock On 
Wood Players will 
also perform.

There’s always 
plenty to eat at 
these shows; folks 
bring pies, cookies 
and drinks starting 
at 7. Tickets are $18 

in advance and $20 at 
the door.

The next scheduled 
concert is a perfor-
mance by Red Wine, 
a bluegrass band from 
Genoa, Italy. For full 
season details, go to 
rba.org or call 650-
691-9982.

Hamed Nikpay

Persian poetry be-
comes world fusion 
music in the hands and 
imagination of Hamed 
Nikpay, songwriter, 
singer and player of 
many instruments.

Nikpay grew up 
singing and studied 
Persian classical mu-
sic. Now he weaves 
the words of Rumi and other poets 
into his own blended sound, all the 
while playing such instruments as 
the setar, tanbour and oud, which 
are all stringed.

These experimental and Eastern 

sounds will fill the Cubberley Au-
ditorium at Stanford’s School of 
Education on Jan. 27, when Nikpay 
is scheduled to play a free concert. 
The show is set for 8 p.m.

For more information, go to con-
tinuingstudies.stanford.edu.

TICKETS: 

2011
2012

TICKETS!*

4 OR MORE

NEW 
YEAR’S 
SPECIAL

off

Worth a Look

From left, standing, are Patrick Jones, James Carpenter and Dan 
Hiatt, with Paul Whitworth sitting. The actors are in TheatreWorks’ 
production of “The Pitmen Painters.”

The Chicago-based bluegrass band The Special 
Consensus plays at the Redwood Bluegrass Associates 
concert series in Mountain View on Jan. 21.

Hamed Nikpay performs world music fueled by 
his background in Persian classical music. He’ll 
be on stage at Stanford University on Jan. 27.
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restaurant 
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AMERICAN

Armadillo Willy’s 941-2922 

1031 N. San Antonio Rd., Los Altos 

Range: $5.00-13.00

Hobee’s 856-6124 

4224 El Camino Real, Palo Alto 

Also at Town & Country Village,  

Palo Alto 327-4111

Burmese

Green Elephant Gourmet  

494-7391 

Burmese & Chinese Cuisine 

3950 Middlefield Rd., Palo Alto 

(Charleston Shopping Center) 

Dine-In, Take-Out, Local Delivery-Catering 

www.greenelephantgourmet.com

CHINESE

Chef Chu’s 948-2696 

1067 N. San Antonio Road 

on the corner of El Camino, Los Altos 

2010 Best Chinese 

MV Voice & PA Weekly

Jing Jing 328-6885 

443 Emerson St., Palo Alto 

Authentic Szechwan, Hunan  

Food To Go, Delivery 

www.jingjinggourmet.com

Ming’s 856-7700 

1700 Embarcadero East, Palo Alto 

www.mings.com

CHINESE

New Tung Kee Noodle House  

947-8888  

520 Showers Dr., MV  

in San Antonio Ctr. 

Voted MV Voice Best ‘01, ‘02, ‘03 & ‘04 

Prices start at $4.75

Su Hong – Menlo Park 

Dining Phone: 323–6852 

To Go: 322–4631 

Winner, Menlo Almanac “Best Of” 

8 years in a row!

INDIAN

Darbar Indian Cuisine  

321-6688 

129 Lytton, Downtown Palo Alto  

Lunch Buffet M-F; Open 7 days

Janta Indian Restaurant  

(650) 462-5903 Fax (650) 462-1433 

369 Lytton Ave., Downtown Palo Alto  

Lunch Buffet  M-F; 

www.jantaindianrestaurant.com

ITALIAN

La Cucina di Pizzeria Venti  

254-1120 

1390 Pear Ave, Mountain View 

www.pizzeriaventi.com 

Fresh, Chef Inspired Italian Food

Spalti Ristorante 327-9390 

417 California Ave, Palo Alto 

 

www.spalti.com

 JAPANESE & SUSHI

Fuki Sushi 494-9383 

4119 El Camino Real, Palo Alto 

Online Ordering-Catereing-Chef Rental 

Sushi Workshops-Private Tatami Rooms 

Online Gift Card Purchase 

fukisushi.com & facebook.com/fukisushi

MEXICAN

Palo Alto Sol 328-8840 

408 California Ave, Palo Alto 

PIZZA

Spot A Pizza 324-3131 

115 Hamilton Ave, Palo Alto 

Voted Best Pizza in Palo Alto 

www.spotpizza.com

POLYNESIAN

Trader Vic’s 849-9800 

4269 El Camino Real, Palo Alto 

Dinner Mon-Thurs 5-10pm;  

Fri-Sat 5-11pm;  

Sun 4:30 - 9:30pm 

Available for private luncheons 

Lounge open nightly 

Happy Hour Mon-Fri 4-6 pm

SEAFOOD

Cook’s Seafood 325-0604 

751 El Camino Real, Menlo Park 

Seafood Dinners from  

$6.95 to $10.95

STEAKHOUSE

Sundance the Steakhouse  

321-6798 

1921 El Camino Real, Palo Alto 

Lunch: Mon-Fri 11:30 am-2:00pm 

Dinner: Mon-Thu 5:00-10:00pm 

Fri-Sat 5:00-10:30pm,  

Sun 5:00-9:00pm 

www.sundancethesteakhouse.com

1031 N. San Antonio Rd, 
Los Altos 

650.941.2922

Catered  
Texas  

BBQ 
(800)  

585-RIBS(7427)

of the week
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Eating Out
FOOD FEATURE
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1390 Pear Ave., Mountain View
(650) 254-1120
www.mvpizzeriaventi.com

Hours:
9 a.m. to 9 p.m. Monday through Thursday
9 a.m. to 10 p.m. Friday through Saturday
9 a.m. to 9 p.m. Sunday

DINNER BY THE MOVIES AT SHORELINE’S

Pizzeria Venti

To cook:

Bring a large pot of water to boil before preparing the sauce. If using dry pasta 
salt boiling water and add pasta. Heat the oil in a large skillet over medium heat. 
Add the garlic, let it cook until golden, about 30 seconds, and discard it. Add the 
zucchini and cook for two minutes. Add the shrimp, the pepper fl  akes, and some 
salt, the wine and cook for three minutes, tossing constantly, until the shrimp are 
bright pink and fi  rm to the touch. Reserve 1/4 cup of the mixture for garnish. Set 
aside. If using fresh pasta, salt the boiling water, add the pasta, and cook until 
“al dente” (about 2-3 minutes). Drain well in a colander. Toss the pasta with the 
zucchini-and-shrimp mixture, add the butter and the Parmesan, and toss well. 
Transfer to a heated serving platter dish and garnish with the reserved shrimp-and-
zucchini mixture. Pass around a small bowl of grated Parmigiano cheese.

Tagliolini with shrimp and zucchini from Harry’s Bar
(TAGLIOLINI CON I GAMBERI E LA ZUCCHINA DALLA HARRY’S BAR)

Recipe from Harry’s Bar in Venice
Harry’s Bar opened in 1931 when Giuseppe Cipriani, an enterprising bartender at the 
Hotel Europa in Venice, got some fi nancial assistance from a rich, young American from 
Boston named Harry Pickering. According to Cipriani company history, Pickering had been 
a customer at the Hotel Europa for some time, suddenly stopped frequenting the hotel bar. 
Cipriani saw Pickering one day and asked why he no longer patronized the bar. Pickering 
was broke, he explained to the bartender -- his family cut him off when it was discovered 
he had not curtailed his recklessness and fondness for drinking. So, Cipriani loaned his 
patron a chunk of cash -- about 10,000 lire, or $5,000 U.S.. Two years later, Pickering walked 
back into the Hotel Europa, ordered a drink at the bar, handed 10,000 lire to Giuseppe 
Cipriani – he then handed Cipriani more. “Mr. Cipriani, thank you. Here’s the money. And to 
show you my appreciation, here’s 40,000 more, enough to open a bar. We will call it Harry’s 
Bar,” Located on Calle Vallaresso, close to the Piazza San Marco, the bar -- as the Cipriani’s 
have always called it -- was fi rst conceived as a hotel bar,  serving no food, and later 
transformed into a restaurant. There are many imitators, but only one Harry’s Bar. To honor 
this famous Italian culinary icon, we submit our version of one of Harry’s Famous recipes… 

1-inch by 1/4 inch strips

shelled, deveined and cut in half
fresh tagliatelle (egg pasta)

Reggiano cheese plus extra to pass at 
the table

Now accepting reservations

catering available!

A

(continued on page 26)

Local catch
by Angela Johnston
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C O U P O N  S A V I N G S

Look for these savings and more at www.ShopPaloAlto.com

OFF ANY
PURCHASE OF 
$50 OR MORE*

Expires 1/19/12
875 Alma Street (Corner of Alma & Channing) 
Downtown Palo Alto (650) 327-7222

Mon-Fri 7:30 am-8 pm, Sat & Sun 8 am-6 pm

*Excludes gift cards, sale and clearance items, 
and prior purchases. May not be combined 
with any other offers or promotional items.

$10$10 More than just a hardware 
store – seasonal decor, 

gifts & more!

PAW101817

FREE DINNER
Buy 1 dinner entree &

receive 2nd entree of equal
or lesser value FREE.
Must present coupon,

limit 2 coupons per table. 
Expires 2/28/05

Darbar
FINE INDIAN CUISINE

Largest Indian Buffet in Downtown P.A

Take-out & Catering Available

129 Lytton Ave., Palo Alto

650-321-6688
open 7 days

Expires 1/31/12

Not valid on FRI or SAT

1/2 OFF

DINNER SPECIAL

Dine-in, Pick-up & Delivery

115 Hamilton Ave, 
Palo Alto  

650.324.3131
133 Main St, Los Altos 

650.947.7768
Open 7 days 11:00-9:00

Delivery from door to door

“The Best Pizza in Town”

Any 2 X-tra 
Large Pizzas

NEW SPOT!
great for 

team parties
Discover and enjoy the rich diversity 

of local businesses at ShopPaloAlto.com

For more information call 650.223.6587 
or email info@ShopPaloAlto.com

Shop Local
Good for Business. 

Good for the Community.
Good for You.

(1 block north of Stanford Shopping Center & 2 blocks south of Downtown Menlo Park)

Oil Change (Test only OK)

Smog Check
$1995*

*

We are a consumer 
assistance program 
Gold Shield station

S c h e d u l e  M a i n t e n a n c e

3 0 / 6 0 / 9 0 K
Factory Recommended Service

■  Brakes

■  Muffl ers

■  Catalytic Converters

✓
✓
✓

+Tax and 
disposal fee

Includes up to 5 quarts of oil with appointment
*Most cars & light trucks.

Cannot be combined with any other offer.
Must present coupon. *Cannot be combined with any other offer. Must present coupon.

$4995
+ $8.25 for 
Certifi cate

WITH APPOINTMENT
We Can Smog GROSS POLLUTERS.

Ex
pi

re
s 

1/
31

/1
2

301 El Camino Real, Menlo Park
650.328.0287

Vans and some 
vehicles extra.

BCG Morales Cleaning Services

Call Today!

GOOD DEALS!

15% OFF
*After a room $35 purchase*

Deep Cleaning

CARPET CLEANING 

SPECIALISTS!

Responsible Company and friendly services
www.bcgmoralescleaningservices.com

Ask for Byron or Claudia

650-888-2629
Go Green!

Good for the 
environment

(continued from previous page)

369 Lytton Avenue 
Downtown Palo Alto 

(650) 462-5903
Fax (650) 462-1433

Family owned and operated for 17 years

with coupon
(Dinner Only-Coupon not valid Friday & Saturday)

www.janta indianres taurant .com

BUY 1 ENTREE 
AND GET 

THE 2ND ONE

S
iren S

eaS
A
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Eating Out

N O T I C E

NOTICE INVITING SEALED BIDS for WINDOW REPLACEMENT  
in the common areas in one 3-story building of Sheridan 
Apartments, 360 Sheridan Avenue, Palo Alto, CA  94306.

PROJECT DESCRIPTION:

The project is to provide all labor, tools, equipment and materials 
to remove and replace old windows with glass energy-efficient 
products in the common areas of the building.

GENERAL SCOPE OF WORK:

1.  Remove 5 existing sliding windows & screens and removed 14 
existing fixed windows.

2.  Furnish and install 5 dual pane low-E glass sliding windows & 
screens and 14 dual pane low-E fixed windows.

3. Contractor to supply storage for all supplies and materials.

4. Seal and caulk installations as appropriate.

5. Furnish and install locks on all sliding windows.

6. Remove and dispose of all old material each day.

7. Clean glass and window frames.

8.  All materials used must be manufactured in the USA.

Bid specifications pertaining to this project are available from 
(Friday, Jan 13, 2012)  to (Friday, Jan 27, 2012).  Please call to 
schedule a mandatory job walk.  Bid closing date is (Wednesday, 
Feb 15, 2012) at 5:00 PM.  Bid opening at 725 Alma Street, 
Palo Alto, CA  94301 on (Thursday, Feb 16, 2012) at 10:00 
AM.  All bids must be delivered or mailed to Palo Alto Housing 
Corporation to Jim Brandenburg’s attention at: 725 Alma Street, 
Palo Alto, CA 94301

This project is funded by the City of Palo Alto Community 
Development Block Grant Program (CDBG), U. S. Department of 
Housing and Urban Development.  All federal regulations listed 
in the Bid Specifications will apply, including equal opportunity, 
non-discrimination, and Federal Labor Standards provisions 
(Davis-Bacon).  Reference is hereby made to bid specifications 
for further details, which specifications and this notice shall be 
considered part of the contract.  In the event of a labor dispute, 
when federal and state wage rates are in conflict, the higher of the 
two will prevail.

For information and bid walk-through, contact Jim Brandenburg 
at 650-321-9709 ext. 19.

 

January 22, 2012, 3 p.m.
Menlo-Atherton Performing Arts Center

Fauré: Ballade for Piano and 
Orchestra, Op. 19

Hélène Wickett - Soloist

Ravel: Concerto for the Left Hand
Hélène Wickett - Soloist

Debussy: Images for Orchestra No. 2, Iberia 

www.symphonyparnassus.org

PALO ALTO CITY COUNCIL

CIVIC CENTER, 250 HAMILTON AVENUE 
BROADCAST LIVE ON KZSU, FM 90.1 

CABLECAST LIVE ON GOVERNMENT ACCESS CHANNEL 26 

*****************************************

(TENTATIVE) AGENDA – SPECIAL  MEETING – COUNCIL 
CONFERENCE ROOM

JANUARY 17, 2012  -  6:00 PM

1.  Interviews of the Architectural Review Board Applicants

CONSENT CALENDAR COUNCIL CHAMBERS
2. Appointment of 2012 Emergency Standby Council 
ACTION ITEMS
3. Infrastructure Blue Ribbon Committee Recommendation

(TENTATIVE) AGENDA – SPECIAL  MEETING –  
DOWNTOWN LIBRARY

JANUARY 21, 2012  -  9:00 AM
1.    Council Retreat for the Purpose of Discussing Council 
 Priorities for 2012

THIS IS A SUMMARY OF COUNCIL AGENDA ITEMS.  THE AGENDA 
WITH COMPLETE  TITLES INCLUDING LEGAL DOCUMENTATION CAN 

BE VIEWED AT THE BELOW WEBPAGE:

http://www.cityofpaloalto.org/knowzone/agendas/council.asp

Info: For more about Siren SeaSA, 

go to sirenseasa.com or call 707-738-

5540.

Sign her up for Ballet at 
Mountain View’s Newest Dance Studio!

Does She have Visions of Sugarplums
Dancing in her Head?

All Styles of Dance Professionally Taught From Tiny Tots to Adults
New Students Always Welcome. New Classes Added for 2012!

• WE DO BIRTHDAY PARTIES! • 
Call: 650-861-0650  or  Email: fortheloveofdancemv@gmail.com
2483-B Old Middlefield Way, Mountain View (Across from PYT)

Please visit: www.for the love of dance mv.com
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Movies

The Iron Lady  1/2
(Aquarius) In this film, don’t expect sharp politi-

cal analysis of Margaret Thatcher’s 11-year reign as 
the first and only United Kingdom female prime 
minister, the ultraconservative who led with an iron 
will and iconic hairstyle from 1979 to 1990. Phyllida 
Lloyd, who directed Meryl Streep in “Mamma Mia!,” 
offers a soft-focus look at the controversial figure — 
and Streep captures Maggie-the-PM and Maggie-the-
frail-elderly-woman in yet another incredible perfor-
mance. The two-time Oscar winner’s impeccable 
craft makes you forget that you’re watching an actor 
play the historical head of state, instead allowing you 
to suspend disbelief as soon as the biopic begins to 
unspool.

The opening scene fittingly places an octogenar-
ian Thatcher, the daughter of a Grantham grocer, in 
a neighborhood market, purchasing a carton of milk 
to share with playful husband Denis (Jim Broadbent 
of “Iris”) over a breakfast of hard-boiled eggs. Streep 
masters the physical transformation by taking slow, 
deliberate steps and bending in her shoulders — 
mimicking the tentative moves of an aged woman 
as precisely as the make-up and hair team created 
an uncanny likeness to the 21st-century leader. The 
pitch-perfect portrayal and voice introduce a sympa-
thetic character trying to carry on with her everyday 
life with dignity, while time inevitably takes more 
from her every minute.

Revealing that Thatcher is having the first of many 
imaginary conversations with her late husband, Abi 
Morgan’s (“Shame”) script sensitively deals with is-
sues of aging. We see the sense of loss, the dementia 
with flashes of clarity, the desire for independence 
and respect, and the well-intentioned acts of loved 
ones that rankle the very person they’re trying to help. 
These scenes strike emotional chords and resonate 
on a universal level, particularly the exchanges be-
tween mother and daughter (Olivia Colman of “Hot 
Fuzz”).

Stream-of-consciousness narrative devices en-
hance the intimate portrait by placing the viewer into 
Thatcher’s mind. Snippets of the score from “The 
King and I” set off memories of her courtship. Touch-
ing her beloved pearls triggers flashbacks to her twins, 
since her husband had given the necklace to her upon 
their birth. “When did I lose track of everyone?” she 
mourns at one point. Her political ambition and com-
mitment to public service came with a price. 

But Thatcher’s ability to shatter gender and class 
barriers all the way to 10 Downing Street counter-
points the inventive rendering of her inner life and 

lends poignancy to the discrepancy between her 
situation then and now. Newcomer Alexandra Roach 
exhibits the spunk and drive of the Iron Lady as a 
young woman. She defies male sexist attitudes, yet 
always prefers the company of men. Although the 
drama portrays a feminist struggle, Thatcher never 
identifies with the feminist movement. Unwavering in 
her philosophy, she states, “Those who can do; they 
just must stand up and DO.”

The “doing” will divide audiences. Archival news-
reel footage presents the dramatic developments of the 
1980s, including widespread protests over Thatcher’s 
policies of financial deregulation; her disempowering 
the trade unions; IRA bombings; and the Falklands 
War. Thatcher’s opposition loudly indicates that the 
Iron Lady is not a leader who listens. But the movie 
hedges, making no political judgments; the big-pic-
ture assessments are up to the viewer.

You decide if Thatcher succeeded or failed in her 
attempts to put the “Great” back in “Great Britain.” 
Politics aside, “The Iron Lady” is a must-see for 
Streep’s great performance in a story compellingly 
told. 

     
Rated: PG-13 for brief nudity and some violent 

images. 1 hour. 45 minutes.

— Susan Tavernetti

Carnage 
( Palo Alto Square) In scotch veritas. Roman Po-

lanski’s play-to-film adaptation “Carnage” takes four 
civilized adults, sticks them in an upscale New York 
City apartment, serves a few rounds of drinks, and 
awaits the uncomfortable truths.

Yes, the liquor and the attendant fireworks come 
only after a round of apple-pear cobbler, but that’s 
the joke of Yasmina Reza’s play “God of Carnage”: a 
slow disintegration of the thin veneer of social nice-
ties, revealing the human animalism underneath. 
Like Reza’s equally popular “Art,” “God of Carnage” 
isn’t as deep as it would have you believe, but both 
plays are catnip for actors. With their small casts and 
continuous action, Reza’s plays are like exhibition 
cage matches, and every participant comes out look-
ing hard.

In its filmic version, “Carnage” frames its central 
conflict with two nature-film dumbshows involving 
11-year-olds. In a Brooklyn park, boys argue and one 
assaults the other, before an audience of peers. Swift-
ly, we’re off to the apartment of the injured party, 
where his parents (Jodie Foster and John C. Reilly) 
host the assailant’s parents (Kate Winslet and Chris-
toph Waltz). The four parse some legalese and having, 
so to speak, agreed to terms, sit for that cobbler and 
a polite conversation comprising “get to know you” 
chat and attempted commiseration on child-rearing.

In short order we size up the characters. A pre-
tentious Type A personality, Penelope Longstreet 
(a pitch-perfect Foster) offers that she’s penning a 
non-fiction book on Darfur, while her path-of-least-
resistance husband Michael (Reilly) — who’s in the 
housewares-supply business — has clearly learned 
that it’s easiest to smile and nod.

In contrast, high-powered attorney Alan Cowan 
(Waltz) is a take-charge type, while his wife Nancy 
(Winslet), an investment broker, attempts to keep the 
peace. Naturally, the characters resist conceding any 
fundamental unhappiness in their lives, existential 
discomfort in their marriages, or immaturity surpass-
ing that of their children, though evidence of all three 
gradually escapes in word and deed.

Apart from superficial civility, Reza’s prime tar-
get is bourgeois hypocrisy, redolent in nearly every 
gesture packed into the film’s compact 80-minute 
running time. Penelope is a font of pop-psychology 
double-speak but seems to view empathy as some 
kind of trophy (like her out-of-print coffee-table 

MOVIE OPENINGS

©2012 TCFFC

CAMPBELL 

MORGAN HILL 

PALO ALTO 

REDWOOD CITY 

SAN JOSE 

SAN JOSE 

SAN MATEO 

SANTA CLARA 

VIEW THE TRAILER AT WWW.CARNAGEMOVIE.COM

BASED UPON THE PLAY “GOD OF CARNAGE” BY YASMINA REZA

CARNAGE
A ROMAN POLANSKI FILM

A COMEDY OF NO MANNERS

OPENING 
NIGHT

NEW YORK 
FILM FESTIVAL

2011

GALA 
CENTERPIECE

AFI FILM 
FESTIVAL

2011

WWW.SONYCLASSICS.COM

GOLDEN GLOBE ®

AWARD NOMINATIONS
BEST ACTRESS
JODIE FOSTER

BEST ACTRESS
KATE WINSLET2

©HFPA

WINNER
BEST ENSEMBLE CAST

THE BOSTON SOCIETY OF FILM CRITICS

WINNER
BEST ENSEMBLE CAST

THE DETROIT SOCIETY OF FILM CRITICS

“WE’RE TOO 
BUSY LAUGHING!  
WICKEDLY FUNNY!

A GOLD STANDARD 
FOURSOME!”

-Karen Durbin, ELLE

JODIE
FOSTER

KATE
WINSLET

CHRISTOPH
WALTZ

JOHN
C. REILLY

(C
O
M
E
D
Y
)

(C
O
M
E
D
Y
)

EXCLUSIVE ENGAGEMENT
STARTS FRIDAY, JANUARY 13

CENTURY 16
1500 N Shoreline Blvd, Mountain View 

(800) 326-3264

Sign up today at 
www.PaloAltoOnline.com

Meryl Streep as Margaret Thatcher.

(continued on next page)
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A Dangerous Method (R) (Not Reviewed) 
Guild Theatre: 3:45, 6:15 & 8:45 p.m.; Fri.-Mon. also at 1:15 
p.m.   

The Adventures of Tintin (PG) (Not Reviewed) 
Century 16: 11 a.m.; 4:10 & 9:35 p.m.; In 3D at 1:35 & 6:50 p.m.   
Century 20: 11:20 a.m.; 4:40 & 10 p.m.; In 3D at 2 & 7:25 p.m.   

Alvin and the Chipmunks: Chipwrecked (G) 
(Not Reviewed) 
Century 16: 11 a.m.; 1:30, 4 & 6:40 p.m.   Century 20: 11:05 
a.m.; 1:30, 3:55, 6:10, 8:30 & 10:45 p.m.   

The Artist (PG-13) 1/2 
Century 20: 11:35 a.m.; 2:10, 4:45, 7:20 & 9:55 p.m.   Palo 
Alto Square: 2, 4:40 & 7:25 p.m.; Fri. & Sat. also at 9:50 p.m.   

Beauty and the Beast (G) (Not Reviewed) 
Century 16: 11:30 a.m.; 2 & 4:40 p.m.; In 3D at 11 a.m.; 1:30, 
4:10, 7 & 9:30 p.m.   Century 20: 11:10 a.m.; In 3D at 1:35, 4:10, 
7 & 9:20 p.m.; In 3D Sat. also at 10:30 a.m.   

Carnage (R)  
Century 16: Noon, 2:20, 4:50, 7:20 & 9:40 p.m.   

Casablanca (1942)  
Stanford Theatre: Fri. at 5:35 & 9:20 p.m.   

Contraband (R) (Not Reviewed) 
Century 16: 11:20 a.m.; 12:30, 2:10, 3:50, 5, 7, 8, 9:50 & 10:35 
p.m.   Century 20: 11:05 a.m.; 12:05, 1:55, 2:45, 4:30, 5:25, 
7:10, 8:05, 9:50 & 10:45 p.m.   

The Descendants (R) 1/2 
Aquarius Theatre: 4, 7 & 9:30 p.m.; Fri.-Mon. also at 1:15 p.m.   
Century 20: 11 a.m.; 1:40, 4:20, 7:05 & 9:45 p.m.   

The Devil Inside (R) (Not Reviewed) 
Century 16: 11:40 a.m.; 1:50, 4:30, 7:30 & 9:55 p.m.   Century 
20: 11:10 a.m.; 12:20, 1:25, 2:30, 3:35, 4:40, 5:45, 6:50, 7:55, 
9:10 & 10:10 p.m.   

The Girl with the Dragon Tattoo (2011) (R)  
Century 16: 11:10 a.m.; 2:40, 6:30 & 9:55 p.m.   Century 20: 
Noon, 3:30, 6:55 & 10:15 p.m.   

Hugo (PG) 1/2 
Century 16: 2:30 & 9:15 p.m.; In 3D at 11:30 a.m. & 6:05 p.m.   
Century 20: 11:15 a.m.; 5:05 & 10:40 p.m.; In 3D at 2:10 & 7:55 
p.m.   

In the Land of Blood and Honey (R) (Not Reviewed) 
Century 16: Noon, 3:10, 7:10 & 10:20 p.m.   

The Iron Lady (PG-13) 1/2 
Aquarius Theatre: 4:30, 7:30 & 9:55 p.m.; Fri.-Mon. also at 

1:45 p.m.   Century 20: 11:45 a.m.; 2:20, 4:50, 7:30 & 10:05 
p.m.   

Joyful Noise (PG-13) (Not Reviewed) 
Century 16: 11 a.m.; 1:45, 4:40, 7:40 & 10:30 p.m.   Century 
20: 11:30 a.m.; 2:15, 5, 7:45 & 10:30 p.m.   

Midnight (1939)  
Stanford Theatre: Sat.-Thu. at 5:45 & 9:35 p.m.   

Mission: Impossible -- Ghost Protocol 
(PG-13) (Not Reviewed) 
Century 16: 11 a.m.; 2, 5, 7:30, 8:40 & 10:35 p.m.   Century 
20: 12:45, 1:55, 4, 5, 7:15, 8:15 & 10:20 p.m.   

The Muppets (PG)  
Century 20: 11:15 a.m.   

New Year’s Eve (PG-13) 1/2 
Century 20: 11:35 a.m.; 4:35 & 9:40 p.m.   

The Philadelphia Story (1940)  
Stanford Theatre: Sat.-Thu. at 7:30 p.m.   

Sherlock Holmes: A Game of Shadows (PG-13) 1/2 
Century 16: 12:20, 3:20, 7:05 & 10:05 p.m.   Century 20: 1:20, 
4:25, 7:35 & 10:35 p.m.   

Tinker Tailor Soldier Spy (R) 1/2 
Century 20: 11:45 a.m.; 3, 6:10 & 9:05 p.m.   Palo Alto 
Square: 1:15, 4:15 & 7:15 p.m.; Fri. & Sat. also at 10:10 p.m.   

To Be or Not to Be (1942)  
Stanford Theatre: Fri. at 7:30 p.m.   

Underworld: Awakening (R) (Not Reviewed) 
Century 16: In 3D Thu. at 12:01 a.m.   

War Horse (PG-13) 1/2 
Century 16: 12:10, 3:30, 7 & 10:15 p.m.   Century 20: 11:50 
a.m.; 3:20, 6:55 & 10:15 p.m.   

We Bought a Zoo (PG) 1/2 
Century 16: 11:50 a.m.; 3, 6:20 & 9:25 p.m.   Century 20: 11 
a.m.; 1:50, 4:45, 7:40 & 10:35 p.m.   

Young Adult (R)  
Century 16: 9:20 p.m.   Century 20: 2:20 & 7:20 p.m.

MOVIE TIMES

 Skip it     Some redeeming qualities    A good bet   

Palo Alto Chamber of Commerce    400 Mitchell Lane    Palo Alto    650.324.3121    .PaloAltoChamber.com

Palo Alto Business EXPO2012

Tesla Motors     3500 Deer Creek Road     Palo Alto

Thursday     March 1   6–9 pm

Open to the public: $25 per person      Online registration: PaloAltoChamber.com 
Information: BizEXPO@PaloAltoChamber.com       650.324.3121 x 123

Supporting Sponsors:  

TESLA Motors and VuQo PREMIUM VODKA

Business Exhibitors Welcome! 
 Guarantee Your Spot 

Reserve  a Six-foot Table NOW 
Discounted Rates:  

$250 Per Showcase Table  
After January 20: $350 Per Table 

harrington
design

Sponsored by 

Premiere Business-to-Business  
Networking Event  

Showcasing 40 Companies
        Connect with  New and Prospective Customers 

Publicize Professional Job Opportunities

Fri thru Mon 1/13 & 1/16
Tinker, Tailor, Soldier 1:15, 4:15, 7:15, 10:10

The Artist 2:00, 4:40, 7:25, 9:50
Tues & Thurs 1/17-1/19

Tinker, Tailor, Soldier 1:15, 4:15, 7:15
The Artist 2:00, 4:40, 7:25

Wednesday 1/18
Tinker, Tailor, Soldier 1:15, 4:15, 7:15

The Artist 2:00

inthelandofbloodandhoney.com

GOLDEN GLOBE®

NOMINEE
BEST FOREIGN LANGUAGE FILM

HHHH

CENTURY CINEMAS 16
1500 N Shoreline Blvd, Mountain View (800) FANDANGO

VIEW THE TRAILER AT WWW.ADANGEROUSMETHODFILM.COM 

WWW.SONYCLASSICS.COMSOUNDTRACK
AVAILABLE 

ON 

On

Visit iTunes.com/SPC for a look at 
A Dangerous Method and other SPC films

GOLDEN GLOBE® AWARD NOMINEEGOLDEN GLOBE® AWARD NOMINEE
BEST SUPPORTING ACTOR VIGGO MORTENSEN

©HFPA

NOW
PLAYING

A.O. Scott

Saturday, January 28
8:30 am - 2 pm

Register at Avenidas.org 

or call (650) 289-5435.

 Investing in a volatile 
market
 Tax information for seniors
 Maximizing Social Security
 Making sense of Medicare
 Financial management

Topics include:

Avenidas presents its 1st Annual

Money Matters:
A Financial Conference

Resources and programs for positive aging

Go to 

www.PaloAltoOnline

.com/calendar

Have plans for 
the weekend.

Internet address: For show times, plot synopses, trailers 

theater addresses and more information about films play-

ing, go to PaloAltoOnline.com/movies

book that, when damaged, triggers 
a freakout). At one point, with no 
hint of self-awareness, she yells: 
“Don’t you tell me about Africa! I 
know all about suffering in Africa!” 
It’s a cheap shot on Reza’s part, but 
good for a laugh.

As for Alan, he’ll sell out his kid 
in a New York minute (“Our son is a 
maniac”), while his amoral mantra 
in defending a poisonous pharma-
ceutical company is “Deny, deny, 
deny.” Nancy resents the marital 
third wheel that is her husband’s ag-
gravatingly interruptive cell phone, 

aka his “whole life” (another theat-
rical device, borrowed from David 
Mamet).

Meanwhile, Michael loses his 
patience with his wife’s “touchy-
feely” moderation. Agreeing about 
“this ‘caring parent’ crap,” Alan 
begins to bond with his fellow man, 
redrawing the conflict along lines 
of gender.

Though the themes are obvious, 
Polanski keeps the pace crisp, the 
camera aggressively intimate, and 
the actors on their toes. All four nail 
their “types.” Winslet succumbs to 

overplaying a bit, but her cast mates 
hit just the right notes of ego and 
cravenness to make the characters 
as credible as they are cretinous.

While human nature hasn’t 
changed, our sense of eroding pri-
vacy has put us on alert, making 
“Carnage” a sort of “Who’s Afraid 
of Virginia Woolf?” in a trendier 
shade of repression unleashed.

 Rated R for language. One hour, 
20 minutes.

— Peter Canavese
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DATE:  Thursday, January 12, 2012

TIME:    6:30-8:30 PM

PLACE: Cubberley Community Center: Room H-1

 4000 Middlefield Road Road, Palo Alto, CA

The City of Palo Alto is currently in the process of 

updating the existing Bicycle Transportation Plan, which 

will include a new Pedestrian Element. A community 

meeting will be held on Thursday, January 12th, 2012 

at 6:30 PM at the Cubberley Community Center, Room 

H-1.  This meeting will focus on connections between 

South Palo Alto to Mountain View and Los Altos. All 

interested parties are invited to participate in this 

community forum, where staff will present a summary of 

existing and proposed network connections.  Staff would 

like to receive input on the connections that are most 

important to the community for walking and biking to and 

from neighboring jurisdictions. 

Public Meeting Notice
2011 Bicycle and Pedestrian 

Transportation Plan 
Public Open House and Call for Ideas

Please be advised the Planning and Transportation Commission 
(P&TC) shall conduct a public meeting at 6:00 PM, Wednesday, 
January 25, 2012 in the Council Chambers, Ground Floor, Civic 
Center, Palo Alto, California.  Any interested persons may appear 
and be heard on these items.

Staff reports for agendized items are available via the City’s main 
website at www.cityofpaloalto.org and also at the Planning Division 
Front Desk, 5th Floor, City Hall, after 2:00 PM on the Friday preceding 
the meeting date.  Copies will be made available at the Development 
Center should City Hall be closed on the 9/80 Friday.

NEW BUSINESS.
Public Hearing:

1.  355 Alma Street*: Request by Lund Smith on behalf of Lytton 
Gateway LLC for Planning and Transportation Commission 
review of a new Planned Community (PC) zone district and 
Comprehensive Plan land use designation amendment to allow 
a mixed use, five story (64-foot high) building on the 21,713 
square foot former Shell station site zoned CD-C (P) and CD-N 
(P).  Environmental Assessment: An Initial Study and Mitigated 
Negative Declaration have been prepared.

 
2.  North California Avenue Traffic Calming/Safe Routes to 

School Project: Presentation on the results of this trial traffic 
calming project for consideration of a Recommendation to the 
City Council for Final Approval and Project Retention. The project 
includes speed tables, signage and bicycle Sharrow roadway 
markings on North California Avenue between Middlefield and 
Embarcadero.

Other Items:

3.  Update Regarding SB375 (Sustainable Communities Strategy) 
pertaining to designating Planned Development Areas (PDAs), 
analysis of Alternative Scenarios, and next steps.

* Quasi-Judicial Items subject to Council’s Disclosure Policy

Questions.  For any questions regarding the above items, please 
contact the Planning Department at (650) 329-2441.  The files relating 
to these items are available for inspection weekdays between the 
hours of 8:00 AM to 5:00 PM.    This public meeting is televised live on 
Government Access Channel 26.

ADA.  The City of Palo Alto does not discriminate against individuals 
with disabilities.  To request accommodations to access City facilities, 
services or programs, to participate at public meetings, or to learn 
more about the City’s compliance with the Americans with Disabilities 
Act of 1990 (ADA), please contact the City’s ADA Coordinator at 
650.329.2550 (voice) or by e-mailing ada@cityofpaloalto.org.

***
Curtis Williams, 

Director of Planning and Community Environment

NOTICE OF A PUBLIC MEETING
of the Palo Alto

 Planning & Transportation Commission

N O T I C E

NOTICE INVITING SEALED BIDS for HVAC unit replacement in the 
first floor community room in one 3- story building of Sheridan 
Apartments, 360 Sheridan Avenue, Palo Alto, CA  94306.

PROJECT DESCRIPTION:

The project is to provide all labor, tools, equipment and materials 
to remove and replace existing furnace and install HVAC unit in 
community room in one 3-story building of Sheridan Apartments, 
360 Sheridan Avenue, Palo Alto, CA 94306

GENERAL SCOPE OF WORK:

1.   Remove 5 existing 100,000 btu gas-fired up-flow furnace and 
remove from site.

2.   Furnish and install one (1) new high efficiency 100,000 btu gas-
fired up-flow furnace.

3.  Furnish and install new A/C equipment as need for new furnace.

4.  Furnish and install cooling line-sets as needed for new system.

5.   Furnish and install condensate lines as needed and run to floor 
drain and exterior.

6.  Furnish and install equipment pad for condensation unit.

7.  Supply electrical service to new HVAC system as needed.

8.  Contractor to supply storage for all supplies and materials.

9.  Remove and dispose of all old material each day.

10. All materials used must be manufactured in the USA.

Bid specifications pertaining to this project are available from 
(Friday, Jan 13, 2012)  to (Friday, Jan 27, 2012).  Please call to 
schedule a mandatory job walk.  Bid closing date is (Wednesday, 
Feb 15, 2012) at 5:00 PM.  Bid opening at 725 Alma Street, 
Palo Alto, CA  94301 on (Thursday, Feb 16, 2012) at 10:30 
AM.  All bids must be delivered or mailed to Palo Alto Housing 
Corporation to Jim Brandenburg’s attention at :725 Alma Street, 
Palo Alto, CA 94301

This project is funded by the City of Palo Alto Community 
Development Block Grant Program (CDBG), U. S. Department of 
Housing and Urban Development.  All federal regulations listed 
in the Bid Specifications will apply, including equal opportunity, 
non-discrimination, and Federal Labor Standards provisions 
(Davis-Bacon).  Reference is hereby made to bid specifications 
for further details, which specifications and this notice shall be 
considered part of the contract.  In the event of a labor dispute, 
when Federal and State wage rates are in conflict, the higher of 
the two will prevail.

For information and bid walk-through, contact Jim Brandenburg at 
650-321-9709 ext. 19.

WHEN:  Tuesday, January 17, 2012

 6:30-7:30 PM

PLACE: Downtown Library - Community Room

 270 Forest Avenue

City staff is hosting a community meeting to discuss the 

proposed removal of the traffic signal at the intersection 

of Channing Avenue and Waverley Street. 

The purpose of the meeting is to present findings of the 

traffic study conducted for the intersection to support 

the traffic signal removal. The City is recommending 

the installation of an All Way Stop control in place of 

the traffic signal.

Public input and comments are sought for this project. 

For more information on this project, please contact:   

transportation@cityofpaloalto.org or (650) 329-2442.

Public Meeting Notice
Channing Avenue and Waverley Street 

Traffic Signal Removal Project
NOW PLAYING

The Artist 
(Palo Alto Square, Century 20) Any filmgoer 
undaunted by something different will 
surely walk out of this new silent film with a 
grin. Though this pastiche has been crafted 
by film nerds and largely for them, Michel 
Hazanavicius’ feature has an emotional 
generosity that speaks louder than words. 
Opening in 1927, “The Artist” begins with 
a premiere of a silent film starring dashing 
George Valentin (Jean Dujardin). When 
Valentin stumbles into a photo op with a girl 
named Peppy Miller (Berenice Bejo), the 
ground for a relationship is paved. Peppy 
sees her star begins to rise in proportion 
to George’s fall, precipitated by the arrival 
of talkies and the market crash of 1929. 
Writer-director Hazanavicius mostly steers 
clear of comparisons to the era’s epics and 
great screen comics, instead inhabiting the 
more manageable territory of melodrama. 
The acting is inventive, and the film joyously 
celebrates the movies.  Rated PG-13 for a 
disturbing image and a crude gesture. One 
hour, 41 minutes. — Peter Canavese (Re-
viewed Dec. 2, 2011)

The Descendants 1/2
(Aquarius, Century 20) George Clooney 
plays Matt King, a lawyer and hapless 
father troubleshooting domestic and busi-
ness concerns in a Hawaii he drily notes 
is not paradise. King’s petulance derives 
mostly from his wife being in a coma due to 
a boating accident, and his inability to do 
anything about it. As a father, he’s clumsy 
at best; by pampering 10-year-old Scottie 
(Amara Miller), Matt hopes to distract her 
from her mother’s decline. No such trickery 
works on delinquent 17-year-old Alexandra 
(Shailene Woodley). Matt’s business issue 
involves his role as trustee of his family’s 
ancestral land: 25,000 pristine acres in 
Kauai that will bring the Kings a pretty 
penny if they can agree on a buyer. As this 
subplot lingers, Matt becomes obsessed 
with a third concern: investigating a secret 
about his wife. It provides the excuse for 
the Kings to island-hop and family-bond in 
search of closure. Rated PG for some mild 
rude humor. One hour, 38 minutes. — P.C. 
(Reviewed Nov. 25, 2011)

Hugo 1/2
(Century 16, Century 20) Director Martin 
Scorsese’s affection for all things cinema 
has never been more evident than in the 
enchanting “Hugo.”Young Hugo Cabret 
(Asa Butterfield) lives alone in the hollowed 
walls of a Paris train station, orphaned fol-
lowing the death of his father (Jude Law). 
Hugo is desperate to finish repairing an old 
robotic figure that he and his dad had been 
working on, occasionally stealing parts 
from a toy shop. The shop’s enigmatic 
owner (Ben Kingsley as Georges Melies) 
catches Hugo in the act and confiscates 
Hugo’s journal: a booklet with his father’s 
sketches of the automaton’s inner work-
ings. Georges’ goddaughter Isabelle (Chloe 
Grace Moretz) agrees to help Hugo get his 
journal back, setting off a series of mysteri-
ous events that click and whirl with the 
rhythm of a finely tuned clock. Rated PG 
for mild thematic material, some action/
peril and smoking. Two hours, 6 minutes. 
— T.H. (Reviewed Nov. 25, 2011) 

War Horse 1/2
(Century 16, Century 20) The vast scope 
required for certain films, such as this 
harrowing World War I epic, has never 
intimidated Steven Spielberg. In fact, it 
seems to invigorate him. Now Spielberg 
works his cinematic magic again. Young 
Albert Narracott (Jeremy Irvine) bonds with 
a spirited horse his father brings home to 
plough the harsh land outside the family 
farm. Albert dubs the horse Joey and gets 
to work on training the clever animal. But 
the farm’s financial woes force Albert’s dad 
to sell Joey to the British Army at the onset 
of World War I, thus beginning an arduous 
journey. His odyssey brings him in contact 
with a host of varied caretakers, including a 
noble British officer (Tom Hiddleston) and a 
pair of German brothers (David Kross and 
Leonhard Carow). The production values 
here are exemplary, from the breathtak-
ing cinematography by Janusz Kaminski 
(“Minority Report,” “Saving Private Ryan”) 
to the stitch-perfect costume design by 
Joanna Johnston (“Valkyrie”). Rated PG-13 
for war violence. Two hours, 26 minutes.  
— T.H. (Reviewed Dec. 23, 2011)

The following is a sampling of movies 
recently reviewed in the Weekly:
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Sports
Shorts

READ MORE ONLINE
www.PASportsOnline.com

For expanded daily coverage of college 
and prep sports, please see our new 
site  at www.PASportsOnline.com

Saturday
Men’s basketball: Colorado at Stan-

ford, 1 p.m., Fox Sports Net; KNBR (1050 
AM); KZSU (90.1 FM)

Women’s basketball: Stanford at Col-
orado, 3 p.m., KZSU (90.1 FM)

Thursday
Women’s basketball: Washington St. 

at Stanford, 7 p.m., KZSU (90.1 FM)

Men’s basketball: Stanford at Wash-
ington St., 7 p.m., KNBR (1050 AM): 
KZSU (90.1 FM)

ON THE AIR

Gunn sophomore Cadence Lee (right) is keeping busy this winter not 
only wrestling, but playing on the girls’ soccer team.

HIGH SCHOOL SPORTS

It’s double duty for Gunn
two-sport standout Lee

She’s wrestling and playing girls’ soccer in the same season

by Keith Peters

C adence Lee has more deci-
sions to make than most high 
school athletes, especially 

when it comes to practice. Does she 
wear the wrestling headgear today 
or is it time for the soccer cleats.

Decisions. Decisions. That’s what 
happens when you play two sports 
in the same season.

Lee, a sophomore at Gunn High, 
can be found in the wrestling room 
one day and the soccer field the 
next. She is an outstanding grappler 
at 106 pounds and a solid soccer re-
serve for the Gunn girls’ team.

Being a two-sport athlete is one 
thing, but doing it in the same sea-
son is another. That makes Lee a 
rarity in the already busy life of a 
high school student.

Cory Hatton of Sacred Heart Prep 
is believed to be the last local high 
school athlete to play two sports in 
the same season. He was a place-
kicker on the Gators’ football team 
in 2005 in addition to playing soc-
cer, which in those days was played 
in the fall before moving to the win-
ter a few years later.

(continued on page 34)
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MEN’S BASKETBALL

Stanford freshman point guard Chasson Randle has lived up to his high-flying expectations this season while 
becoming a key member of the Cardinal’s early season basketball success.

Bob D
rebin/stanfordphoto.com

He’s more
than a

freshman
Stanford’s Chasson Randle 

living up to all 
the high expectations

by Rick Eymer

C hasson Randle arrived at 
Stanford last fall with all the 
expectations of a highly re-

garded basketball recruit. He earned 
a spot in the starting lineup and has 
been sharing point-guard duties 
with Aaron Bright all season.

Until his virtuoso performance 
in last Saturday’s 103-101 four-
overtime win over Oregon State, 
though, no one knew how he would 
perform under pressure. Randle an-
swered with a rather emphatic effort 
that left little doubt he will be a key 
component of the Stanford men’s 
basketball team.

Through the first 16 games, Ran-
dle has displayed the athleticism 
that made him one of the nation’s 
top combo guard prospects while 
at Rock Island High (Ill.) and one 
of the most talked about Cardinal 
recruits in recent years.

Randle adjusted to the level of play 
this year while being able to lean on 
Bright and Jarrett Mann, who also 
has point-guard experience. Those 
two were long gone when it came 
to decide Saturday’s historic game 
in Corvallis.

There was no one else there to 
support the freshman guard after 
Bright and Mann fouled out. It was 
suddenly his team and Stanford 
coach Johnny Dawkins had no other 
choice but to rely on him.

“It was a good opportunity to take 
a step back and see what is going 
on with the players,” Dawkins said. 
“We believe in him and he was a 
good contributor.”

Randle’s growth as a college bas-
ketball player was on display against 
the Beavers and he never hesitated. 
Dawkins has to be feeling pretty 
good about the rest of the season 

(continued on page 34)

TOP RECRUIT . . . Stanford may have 

lost out to Oklahoma State in the Fi-

esta Bowl last week, but the Cardinal 

football team evened the score by 

recruiting away Oklahoma prep star 

Barry J. Sanders, son of NFL Hall of 

Famer Barry Sanders. The younger 

Sanders announced his decision to 

attend Stanford over Oklahoma State 

following the U.S. Army All-American 

Bowl on Saturday in San Antonio, 

Texas. Sanders’ father is an Okla-

homa State grad and 1988 Heisman 

Trophy winner. He stood near his son 

and other family members when Barry 

J. announced his decision to go to 

Stanford on national television. The 

5-foot-11, 195-pound Sanders is the 

15th-best prospect nationally, regard-

less of position, according to Max-

Preps. He rushed for 1,343 yards (9.5 

ypg) and scored 27 touchdowns this 

past season in leading the Heritage 

Hall Chargers to the Class 3A semifi-

nals. He was rated the No. 8 running 

back in the country, according to the 

Bootleg.com. In addition to Oklahoma 

State, Sanders turned down Florida 

State and Alabama. National Signing 

Day is Feb. 1 and verbal commitments 

are not binding.

CARDINAL CORNER . . .   Stanford 

freshman Kristina Vaculik, who is 

taking a year off school to train with 

the Canadian Olympic women’s gym-

nastics team, helped Canada earn a 

spot in the 2012 London Games on 

Wednesday in an Olympic Qualify-

ing Test Event. Canada was among 

eight countries competing for the final 

four team spots in the last-chance 

opportunity. Vaculik is one Canada’s 

top gymnasts. She won four of five 

possible individual titles at the 2010 

Canadian national championships 

and earned her second national 

all-around title, as well as gold med-

als on the beam, bars and vault . . . 

Stanford sophomore Carly Wopat 
earned first team All-American rec-

ognition from Volleyball Magazine, it 

was announced Wednesday. Wopat, 

a middle blocker, finished second in 

the nation, and led the Pac-12, with 

1.63 blocks per set. She also finished 

third in the conference with a .383 hit-

ting percentage. An AVCA All-Pacific 

Region and an All-Pac-12 Conference 

pick, Wopat was second, to Rachel 
Williamson, with 3.16 kills and 4.08 

points per set for the Cardinal. Wopat 

earned her first career honors from 

Volleyball Magazine.
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Each year the Palo Alto Weekly Holiday Fund raises money to support programs 

serving families and children in the Palo Alto area. Since the Weekly and the Silicon 

Valley Community Foundation cover all the administrative costs, every dollar raised 

goes directly to support community programs through grants to non-profit organizations 

ranging from $1,000 to $25,000.

And with the generous support of matching grants from local foundations, including the 

Packard, Hewlett, Peery and Arrillaga foundations, your tax-deductible gift will be doubled 

in size. A donation of $100 turns into $200 with the foundation matching gifts.

With your generosity, we can give a major boost to the programs in our community 

helping kids and families.

Give to the 
Palo Alto Weekly 
Holiday Fund and 
your donation is 
doubled. You give 
to non-profit groups 
that work right 
here in our community. It’s a great way 
to ensure that your charitable donations 
are working at home.

53 Anonymous .................. 121,305

Newly Received Donations
Katherine W. Remsen ................ **

Edward K. Kanazawa ................. **

Roger V. Smith ......................... 200

Dorsey Bass ............................. 300

Karen L. Sipprell ................... 1,000

Catherine Dolton ........................ **

Chris Zaharias .......................... 500

Jeanne Wangsness ...................... 25

Robert Balint ............................ 100

Nanette Stringer ....................... 100

Nancy and Michael Hall ....... 1,000

Larry Klein ............................... 500

Gavin and Tricia Christensen ..... **

Leannah Hunt ............................. **

Jean Doble .................................. 75

Katherine Dumont .................... 100

Shailan Shah ............................. 100

Ken Schultz .............................. 100

Alan Wachtel ............................ 250

Ellen S. Krasnow...................... 250

Spencer Brook Fund ................ 100

Reed and Judith Content .......... 150

Van Whitis and Laurie Miller .. 200

Elizabeth Weingarten ................. **

Bob and Jan Hermsen ................ **

Ellen C. Loebl .......................... 100

Ellen M. King ............................. **

Robert Barrett and 
Linda Atkinson ........................... **

Marian R. Gex ............................ 50

Jill and Brian Bicknell ............. 100

Linda Selden ............................ 125

Madeleine Smeets .................... 150

Kim Orumchian ....................... 250

Eileen E. Brennan .................... 500

Teresa L. Roberts .................. 1,000

In Honor Of
M. Kerhin ................................. 150

Linda Longstreth ........................ 50

In Memory Of
Jim Burch ................................... 25

Joe, Mary Fran, and Stephen Scroggs, 
Carole Pedersen, Dalyn Wells, 
and Katharine R. King .................150

Jim Burch ................................. 500

Clara and Sal Abel ..................... **

Peggy Niioka ............................ 100

Tinney Family .......................... 500

Previously Published Donors
Mrs. Stanley R. Evans ................ **

John & Lee Pierce .................... 200

Carol & Leighton Read .............. **

Freddy & Jan Gabus ................... **

Peggy & Chuck Daiss ................ **

Adele & Donald Langendorf ... 200

Lynnie and Joe Melena .............. 75

Karen and Steve Ross ................ **

Chuck & Jean Thompson ........... **

Jason and Lauren Garcia ............ **

M. D. Savoie .............................. **

Werner Graf................................ **

Kenneth E. Bencala .................. 100

Philip C. Hanawalt ................... 300

Richard A. Greene ................... 300

Chet Frankenfi eld ....................... **

Dorothy Saxe.............................. **

Kathrine Schroeder .................... **

Joyce Nelsen ............................ 200

Memorial Fund, Inc. ................ 300

Mark R. Shepherd .................... 250

Bill Johnson & Terri Lobdell ..... **

Hal and Iris Korol ...................... **

Gwen Luce ................................. **

Theresa Carey .......................... 250

Ted & Ginny Chu ....................... **

Harry Press ............................... 100

Penny & Greg Gallo ................. 500

Isabel & Tom Mulcahy ............ 100

Nancy Lobdell ............................ **

John & Olive Borgsteadt ............ **

Ted & Jane Wassam ................. 250

Barbara Riper ............................. **

Daniel & Lynne Russell ........... 250

Ellen & Tom Ehrlich .................. **

Donna & Jerry Silverberg ........ 100

Nan Prince ................................ 100

Andy & Liz Coe ....................... 100

George & Betsy Young .............. **

Walt & Kay Hays ..................... 100

Jeanne & Leonard Ware ............. **

Lorrin & Stephanie Koran .......... **

David & Nancy Kalkbrenner ..... **

Jim & Ro Dinkey ....................... 60

Attorney Susan Dondershine ... 200

David & Karen Backer ............. 100

Drew McCalley & 
Marilyn Green .......................... 100

Diane Doolittle ........................... **

Richard Kilner .......................... 100

Tony & Carolyn Tucher ............. **

Shirley & James Eaton ............... **

Barbara Klein & Stan Schrier .... **

Roy & Carol Blitzer ................... **

John & Mary Schaefer ............. 100

Margot D. Goodman .................. **

Brigid Barton ........................... 250

Sue Kemp ................................. 250

Elisabeth Seaman ....................... **

Dena Goldberg ......................... 100

Linda & Steven Boxer ................ **

Micki & Bob Cardelli ................ **

Debbie Mytels ............................ **

The Ely Family ........................ 250

Ian & Karen Latchford ............. 100

Richard A. Baumgartner 
& Elizabeth M. Salzer .............. 350

Carolyn & Richard Brennan ...... **

Lynn & Joe Drake ...................... **

Eugene & Mabel Dong ............ 200

Nancy & Richard Alexander .......500

Diane E. Moore ........................ 350

Sally & Craig Nordlund ........... 500

Arthur D. Stauffer .................... 500

Michael Hall Kieschnick ..........1,000

Mark Kreutzer ............................ 75

Nehama Treves ......................... 200

Les Morris ................................ 250

Christina S. Kenrick .............. 1,000

Susan H. Richardson ................ 250

Leif and Sharon Erickson ......... 250

The Havern Family ............... 3,500

The Wihtol Family Fund .......... 500

John N. Thomas ....................... 100

Anthony F. Brown ...................... 50

Diane Simoni ........................... 200

John J. McLaughlin .................. 100

Braff Family Fund .................... 250

Richard Rosenbaum ................... **

CLICK 
AND 
GIVE

Non-profits: 
Grant application 
and guidelines at

www.PaloAltoOnline.com/
holidayfund

Donate online at siliconvalleycf.org/paw-holiday-fund

457 donors through Jan. 5 totalling $266,122; with match $343,122 
has been raised for the Holiday Fund

Support our Kids
with a gift to the Holiday Fund.

Last Year’s 
Grant Recipients

Abilities United ...........................................$5,000

Adolescent Counseling Services ............$7,500

American Red Cross - Palo Alto Area ....$3,000

Art in Action ................................................$5,000

Baby Basics of the Peninsula, Inc. .........$2,000

Bread of Life................................................$5,000

Breast Cancer Connections .....................$7,500

California Family Foundation ....................$3,500

Cleo Eulau Center.......................................$3,500

Collective Roots..........................................$5,000

Downtown Streets Team ........................$15,000

East Palo Alto Children’s Day 
Committee  ..................................................$5,000

East Palo Alto Kids Foundation ................$5,000

East Palo Alto Tennis and Tutoring .........$5,000

East Palo Alto Youth Court ........................$3,000

Environmental Volunteers ........................$3,000

Foothill-De Anza Foundation ....................$2,500

Foundation for a College Education ........$5,000

Friends of the Palo Alto Junior 
Museum & Zoo ...........................................$5,000

InnVision ......................................................$5,000

JLS Middle School PTA .............................$3,500

Jordan Middle School PTA .......................$3,500

Kara ..............................................................$5,000

Lytton Gardens Senior Communities ......$5,000

Music in the Schools Foundation ............$5,000

New Creation Home Ministries ...............$5,000

Northern California Urban Development ....$5,000

Nuestra Casa ..............................................$5,000

Palo Alto Art Center Foundation ..............$5,000

Palo Alto Community Child Care ..............$5,000

Palo Alto YMCA ..........................................$5,000

Palo Alto Housing Corporation ................$5,000

Palo Alto Library Foundation  .................$17,500

Peninsula HealthCare Connection ..........$7,500

Quest Learning Center of the 
EPA Library ..................................................$5,000

Reading Partners .......................................$5,000

St. Elizabeth Seton School .......................$5,000

St. Francis of Assisi Youth Club ...............$3,000

St. Vincent de Paul Society ......................$6,000

The Friendship Circle.................................$5,000

TheatreWorks .............................................$2,500

Youth Community Service .........................$7,500

CHILD CARE CAPITAL GRANTS
Children’s Center at Stanford ...................$4,000

Palo Alto Community Child Care ..............$5,000

The Children’s Pre-School Center ...........$5,000
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Zelda Jury ................................... **

Eric & Elaine Hahn ............... 1,000

Nancy Huber .............................. **

Susan Woodman ......................... **

Arthur R. Kraemer ..................... **

William E. Reller ....................... **

John and Florine Galen .............. **

David and Virginia Pollard ...... 150

Tony and Judy Kramer ............... **

Eve and John Melton ............... 500

Andrea Boehmer ........................ 50

Patti Yanklowitz and  
Mark Krasnow............................ **

Harriet and Gerry Berner ........... **

Roy Levin and Jan Thomson ..... **

Sylvia J. Smitham .................... 100

Kenyon Scott ............................ 200

Gil and Gail Woolley ............... 200

Henry and Nancy Heubach ...... 100

Marc and Margaret Cohen ....... 100

Jeremy Platt and  
Sondra Murphy .......................... **

Don and Ann Rothblat ............... **

Jon and Julie Jerome .................. **

Richard Cabrera ......................... **

Richard and Bonnie Sibley ........ **

Barbara Zimmer and  
Kevin Mayer............................... **

John and Ruth DeVries .............. **

Rita Vrhel ................................. 150

Robyn H. Crumly ....................... **

Lori and Hal Luft ..................... 100

Neva and Tom Cotter ............ 2,000

Ralph R. Wheeler ..................... 350

Johnsson, Richard ................. 1,000

Shirk, Martha ........................... 500

Pam Mayerfeld ......................... 100

Ralph Cahn ................................. 50

Kate Dreher ................................ 18

Gloria Schulz ........................... 200

Solon Finkelstein ..................... 250

J. Stephen Brugler .................... 300

Marlene Prendergast .................. **

Rosalie Shepherd ..................... 100

Bob & Edie Kirkwood ............... **

M. M. Dieckmann .................... 300

Tom and Peg Hanks ................... **

Marcia & Michael Katz ........... 200

Ms. Carolyn Frake ..................... 25

Betty Gerard ............................... **

Peter S. Stern ............................ 250

Nancy & Stephen Levy .............. **

Daniel Cox ............................... 200

Christine M. Wotipka ............... 100

Marc Igler and Jennifer Cray.........50

Richard A. Morris ................. 2,000

Greg and Anne Avis ................... **

Cathy Kroymann ...................... 250

Martha Mantel ............................ 25

Lolly T. Osborne ...................... 150

Shulman, Lee ............................. **

David and Lynn Mitchell ......... 300

Andrews, Ron........................... 500

Patricia Levin ........................... 100

Robert and Joan Jack ................. **

Mary Jackman .......................... 100

Marianne and Tom Moutoux...... **

Robert and Betsy Gamburd ........ **

Hugh O. McDevitt.................... 200

Michael L. Foster ..................... 500

Ann, Mike and Fiona O’Neill .... 25

Jean Dawes ................................. 50

Mrs. Eleanor Settle ................... 500

Nancy and Joe Huber ............... 100

Mimi Marden ............................. **

Robert K. Aulgur ....................... **

Bobbie and Jerry Wagger ........... **

Morgan Family Fund ............ 5,000

Jane Holland ............................... **

Ray and Carol Bacchetti ............ **

Helene Pier ................................. **

Lawrence Naiman .................... 100

Jonathan J. Macquitty ........... 1,000

Marc and Ragni Pasturel .......... 100

Chris and Beth Martin ................ **

Gloria R. Brown ....................... 200

Stuart and Carol Hansen ............ 50

Ellie and Dick Mansfield ........... **

Alice Smith .............................. 100

Ron Wolf .................................. 100

Russell C. Evarts ...................... 300

Sally Hewlett ............................ 250

John Tang ................................. 150

Ed and Linda De Meo .............. 100

John and Barbara Pavkovich .... 200

Anna Wu Weakland ................. 100

Susan & Harry Hartzell ............ 100

Sallie I. Brown ........................... **

Amy Renalds .............................. **

Maureen and John Martin .......... **

Lani Freeman and  
Stephen Monismith .................... **

Larry Breed .............................. 100

Claude Madden .......................... **

Ellen and Mike Turbow............ 200

Elkind Family Foundation ....... 250

Roger and Joan Warnke ............. **

Bjorn and Michele Liencres .....1,000

Lijun Wang and Jia-Ning Xiang .....200

Mary B. Fuller .......................... 100

Constance Crawford ................... **

Sallie and Jay Whaley ................ **

Lindsay Joye ............................ 100

Victoria Wendel ........................ 150

Helen C. Feinberg ................. 3,000

Ken Schroeder &  
Fran Codispoti .......................... 500

Al Russell and Joanne Russell ....250

Pat and Tom Sanders .................. **

Bonnie B. Packer...................... 100

Lee Sanders ................................ 36

Robert F. Bell ........................... 150

Bryan Wilson ........................... 100

Meri Gruber and James Taylor... **

Stephanie Klein & Larry Baer .... 1,000

Jim and Alma Phillips .............. 250

Ruth K. Chippendale .................. **

Mahlon and Carol Hubenthal ..... **

Sandy Sloan ............................. 100

Ira Kanter ................................. 100

Thomas Rindfleisch ................. 250

Bob Donald ................................ **

Jim and Nancy Baer ................... **

Virginia E. Fehrenbacher ......... 100

Mandy Lowell ............................ **

Robert and Constance Loarie ..... **

Luca and Mary Cafiero .............. **

Bruce Campbell .................... 1,000

Scott Wong ............................... 200

Jan Krawitz ................................ **

Bonnie Street ............................ 100

Elizabeth Yasek and  
Michael Fleice .......................... 100

Michael Roberts ....................... 100

Elgin Lee .................................. 250

Keith Lee .................................. 550

Boyce and Peggy Nute ............... **

Matt Glickman and  
Susie Hwang Fund ................... 250

Allan and Marilyn Brown .......... **

Jim Voll and Scout Voll .............. **

Diane and Harry Greenberg ..... 500

Nancy and Norm Rossen............ **

Suzan Stewart ............................. **

Marilyn Slater Family Trust ..... 100

Elliot Margolies.......................... 25

Mitchell Rosen ........................... 50

A. Carlisle Scott ....................... 100

Barbara and Charles Stevens ...... **

Joy L. Sleizer ............................. 50

Tony and Jan Di Julio ................. **

Mary Ann and  
Keith Kvenvolden..................... 100

Hoda Epstein .............................. **

Susan Elgee and Steve Eglash ... **

Joan Norton ................................ **

Jean Colby .................................. **

Lawrence Yang   
and Jennifer Kuan .................. 1000

Adrienne Dong ......................... 100

Annette Glanckopf  
and Thomas Ashton ................. 100

Jean-Yves Bouguet .................. 500

Alice Fischgrund ........................ 50

Vic and Norma Hesterman ......... **

Janice Bohman and Eric Keller 250

Nancy Moss ............................... **

Richard Barr ............................. 200

Deirdre C. Dolan .................... 1000

Daniel Chapiro ......................... 500

David Labaree .......................... 200

Deborah L. Plumley ................... 50

Morton Maser ........................... 120

Craig & Susie Thom ................ 100

Dee and Don Price ..................... **

Nancy Montague ........................ **

Barbara Noparstak & Duane Bay 50

Elizabeth Miller ......................... **

Mimi Webb ................................ **

Kingsley Jack ........................... 100

Don and Jacquie Rush .............. 200

Rick and Eileen Brooks ........... 250

Peter Sturrock ........................... 100

Peter Skinner and Marie Earl ... 100

John and Marjan Wilkes........... 300

Gina Signorello and Chuck Katz 450

Feldman, David ........................ 350

Robert A. Weeks ........................ 25

Stewart Family Trust ................ 100

Irene V. Schwartz ....................... 50

Madeline Wong ........................ 100

Richard Mazze ......................... 200

Stephen Westfold ..................... 400

United Methodist Women  
of the First United Methodist 
Church ................................... 1,000

In Honor Of
Emma Claire Cripps and Elizabeth 
Marie Kurland .......................... 300

Patricia Demetrios ................. 1,000

Sandy Sloan ............................. 100

Marilyn Sutorius ...................... 150

Elizabeth McCroskey ................. **

Lucy Berman’s Clients .......... 1,500

Ruth & Marty Mazner .............. 100

Andrew Luchard &  
Caitlin Luchard ........................ 100

Ro and Jim Dinkey ..................... 50

Paul Resnick ............................. 100

Alan Stewart ............................... 25

Ellen Turbow ............................ 100

Public School Teachers .............. 36

Darla Tupper,  
860 Harvard Avenue ................ 100

The Barnea-Smith Family .......... **

Paul and Barbara Madsen .......... 25

Steve Jobs ................................... 50

In Memory Of
John O. Black ........................... 500

Yen-Chen Yen .......................... 250

Charles Bennett Leib ................ 100

Mdm. Pao Lin Lee ..................... **

Al and Kay Nelson ..................... **

Pam Grady ............................... 200

Leo Breidenbach ........................ **

Thomas W. and Louise Phinney **

Marie and Donald Anon ........... 100

Jacques Naar & Wanda Root ..... **

Bob Makjavich ........................... **

Dr. John Plummer Steward ...... 100

Bertha Kalson ............................. **

Al Bernal .................................... **

Helene F. Klein .......................... **

Ernest J. Moore .......................... **

Jack Sutorius ............................ 150

Ruth & Chet Johnson ................. **

Robert Lobdell ........................... **

Jim Burch ................................... **

Fred Everly ................................. **

Aaron O’Neill ............................ **

Michael Coghlin ....................... 100

Alan Herrick ............................. 100

Nancy Ritchey ............................ **

Helene F. Klein .......................... **

Our Dad Albert Pellizzari .......... **

Jim Burch ................................... 50

Jim Burch ................................. 100

Leonard Ely, Jim Burch  
and Aggie Robinson ................. 500

Nancy Tincher ............................ 50

Mary Floyd and Betty Meltzer ... **

Jim Burch ................................. 100

Al Jacobs .................................. 100

Jim Burch ................................. 100

August King ............................... **

Nate Rosenberg ........................ 100

Becky Schaefer .......................... **

Emmett Lorey ............................ **

Irvin B. Rubin .......................... 150

Helen Rubin ............................. 150

Anna and Max Blanker ............ 150

James Burch ............................... 25

James Burch ............................... **

Jim Burch ................................. 100

Steve Fasani ............................... **

Maria Serpa ................................ 20

Bill Land .................................... **

Bob Donald ................................ **

Glen A. Lillington, M.D. ......... 100

Jim Byrnes ................................. 50

Hattie and Stephen Tokar ........... 50

Florence Kan Ho ........................ **

Lucy Nystrom .......................... 100

Jim Burch ................................. 100

Carole Hoffman.......................... **

Jim Burch ................................. 100

Aggie Robinson ....................... 100

Jim Burch ................................... 50

Jack F. Cline ............................... **

Robert Spinrad ........................... **

Joseph Perlmutter ..................... 200

Frank and Gene Crist ............... 100

Our son Nick ............................ 500

James Burch ............................... 50

Marty Wood ............................. 100

Businesses & Organizations
Thoits Bros Inc ......................... 500

Harrell Remodeling .................... **

The Palo Alto Business Park ...... **

The Palo Alto Business Park ...... **

“No Limit” Drag Racing Team .. 25

Alta Mesa Improvement Company ...750

deLemos Properties .................. 250

The Palo Alto Business Park ...... **

Communications and  
Power Industries (CPI) ............... **

Lasecke Weil Wealth Advisory 
Group, LLC .............................. 100

Palo Alto Weekly  
Moonlight Run .................... 27,000

Your Energy Systems, LLC .. 1,000

Enclosed is a donation of $___________________________

Name _______________________________________________________________

Business Name ______________________________________________________

Address _____________________________________________________________

City/State/Zip ________________________________________________________

E-Mail __________________________________________________   Phone _______________________________

 Credit Card (MC or VISA)  ________________________________________  Expires______________________

Signature ________________________________________________________

I wish to designate my contribution as follows:     In my name as shown above    

– OR –     In name of business above      In honor of:      In memory of:      As a gift for: 

               _________________________________________________________  (Name of person)

 I wish to contribute anonymously.     Please withhold the amount of my contribution.

Make checks payable to  
Silicon Valley Community  
Foundation and send to:
 PAW Holiday Fund 

c/o SVCF
 2440 W. El Camino Real, 

Suite 300
 Mountain View, CA 94040

The Palo Alto Weekly Holiday Fund is a fund of Silicon Valley Community Foundation, a 501(c)(3) charitable organization.  
All donors will be published in the Palo Alto Weekly unless the coupon is marked “Anonymous.”

Donate online at siliconvalleycf.org/paw-holiday-fund

** Designates amount withheld at donor request
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Sports

While soccer and football are 
similar, wrestling and soccer are 
not.

“It is rare, but Cadence is rare,” 
said Gunn wrestling coach Chris 
Horpel. “The only other time I heard 
of this (combination) was with Jason 
Welch, now wrestling for North-
western. He was the goalkeeper on 
his championship soccer team (at 
Las Lomas High in Walnut Creek 
in 2008) and he also won three Cali-
fornia state titles (in wrestling). He, 
too, was very impressive.”

Welch was the nation’s top high 
school wrestler in 2008. Lee, of 
course, is not in that category but 
she can hold her own on the wres-
tling mat. 

At the Central Coast 
Section Girls’ Wrestling 
Championships last sea-
son, Lee won four matches 
by pin to win her 16-per-
son division despite being 
unseeded. She advanced 
to the inaugural CIF State 
Championships for girls 
and finished seventh. 
During the regular sea-
son, she was 5-0 in dual 
matches (mostly against 
boys) while helping the Titans win 
the SCVAL El Camino Division 
dual-meet title.

In a dual match against Palo Alto 
last week, Lee dominated her male 
opponent and won, 16-1. On Sat-
urday, she finished second in the 
106-pound division at the Bianchini 
Memorial Tournament in Cuperti-
no. On Monday, she scored a goal 
in the Titans’ 3-1 nonleague soccer 
win over Menlo School.

“The girls’ soccer team needed 
a player and Cadence was game to 
try both,” Horpel said. “Wrestling 
remains her priority, but she is at-
tempting to do both.”

Lee joined the Gunn soccer team 
shortly before winter break (in De-
cember).

“Coach Damian (Cohen) knew I 
played soccer since I tried out last 
year,” said Lee, a former competi-
tive club soccer player. “And, since 
the team was lacking players, he 
offered me the opportunity to par-
ticipate. I’m extremely glad to be 
playing both sports.”

Cadence sat down with her par-
ents before finally deciding.

“My husband and I discussed the 
pros and cons with Cadence, but ul-
timately let her make the decision,” 
said her mother, Emmie. “I don’t 
think there was ever any doubt in 
her mind, but we wanted her to be 
aware that taking on two simultane-
ous varsity sports would not only be 
physically taxing, and carry with it 
an increased risk of injury, but would 
require her to be more efficient with 
her time in terms of schoolwork and 
music — she plays the oboe in the 
Gunn wind ensemble.”

“The greatest challenge of partici-
pating in both wrestling and soccer 
is making sure I am able to priori-
tize and juggle all my other activi-
ties without becoming overloaded or 
stressed,” said Lee. “Both my coach-
es and I have agreed that whenever 
two event conflict, wrestling will 
always take the top priority.”

Cohen said he’s fine with that, 

especially in such an unusual situ-
ation.

“I don’t think there are that many 
highly skilled wrestlers that are also 
excellent soccer players,” Cohen 
said. “The trade-off is that she is first 
and foremost a wrestler. We are able 
to have her for a couple of practices 
and a handful of games, when such 
works with the wrestling schedule. 
In other words, she is a part-time 
soccer player and full-time wrestler.

“As a wrestler, she is scrappy. She 
hustles and will give everything she 
has. (In soccer) she has good vision, 
one-touch play, and isn’t afraid to 
hold the ball, either.”

When Lee is playing soccer, she 
fills in at either the midfield or for-
ward spots. In wrestling, she’s the 
team’s No. 1 entrant at 106 pounds. 

While wrestling takes place on 
Thursday (dual matches) and some 

Saturdays (tournaments) 
and soccer is Wednesday 
and Friday in most cases, 
the two sports do overlap.

“She cannot compete in 
all of our matches because 
she needs to meet weight 
heading into a wrestling 
meet,” Cohen said. “Thus, 
timing is a factor.”

Gunn hosted Palo Alto 
on Wednesday night in 
soccer, but Lee didn’t play 

because the Titans’ wrestling team 
hosted Cupertino on Thursday night. 
Friday is free for soccer (at Los Altos) 
because there is no wrestling tourna-
ment on Saturday.

“Yes, unfortunately I will have to 
miss all the soccer games that occur 
directly before a wrestling event,” 
Lee said. “The running and con-
ditioning in a soccer game is good 
for keeping my weight down, but 
I believe that it definitely tires out 
my leg muscles more than is pre-
ferred.”

And, for anyone who has ever 
wrestled, leg strength is crucial.

Aside from one sport tiring for the 
other, Lee believes the two sports 
are very compatible for staying in 
shape.

“Soccer and wrestling are excel-
lent cross-training for each other,” 
she said. “Soccer requires plenty of 
running and general fitness while 
wrestling requires adequate strength 
and coordination, and I think that 
each sport prepares me for the oth-
er.

“I think it would be wonderful if 
I could participate in both sports in 
my next couple of years, if things 
work out,” she said. “But, it all de-
pends on if I am needed on the soc-
cer team.”

The Gunn girls’ soccer team has 
16 players listed on the current ros-
ter. Palo Alto and Menlo-Atherton, 
for example, each have 22. Even 
Castilleja, the smallest school in 
the area in terms of enrollment, has 
18 players. Once the Titans have 
enough able bodies, Lee’s two-sport 
status could vanish.

Thus, Lee will continue to juggle 
her sports and schedules as long 
as possible — even though friends 
can’t believe what she’s doing.

Said Lee: “Lots of people are 
amazed and almost everyone asks 
‘ How do you do it?’ But, I know 
that my family is proud of me 
for attempting to work things out 
and compete in both my favorite 
sports.” 

Double duty
(continued from page 31)

Cadence Lee

and beyond after watching such a 
performance.

“When I first saw Chasson, I 
thought he was a winner,” said 
Dawkins, a point guard at Duke and 
in the NBA. “He comes from a win-
ning culture. His team was terrific, 
and he led them.

“I also saw a young man who was 
very versatile in his play, whether 
it’s being able to knock down a shot 
from outside, taking the ball to the 
basket or creating shots for himself 
or his teammates,” Dawkins added. 
“He had that innate ability to make 
that play.” 

Randle scored a season-high 24 
points for Stanford (3-1, 13-3 enter-
ing play against Utah on Thursday 
night), including a layup with 37 
seconds left in the fourth overtime 
that provided the winning points.

“I was just trying to help my team 
win the game,” Randle said. “Guys 
found me at the right spot, got me 
open looks and they went down.”

Stanford, which played its lon-
gest game in program history, led 
100-95 after Randle scored the first 
five points of the fourth overtime. 
The Cardinal never gave up the lead 
again.

“He is out there looking to make 
his teammates better,” Dawkins 
said. “But at the same time, he has 
the ability to attack and create on 
his own as well. I think he adds an-
other dimension to our team, and 
we’re excited to have an opportunity 
to get him going.”

The Cardinal is part of a pack of 

Randle
(continued from page 31)

Head coach Dave Winn (far left) and his top-ranked Palo Alto girls’ volleyball team received the Army National 
Guard national ranking trophy as part of the second annual MaxPreps Tour of Champions for Girls Volleyball.

Paly girls’ volleyball honored once more

T he greatest two-year period 
in Palo Alto girls’ volleyball 
history came to an official 

end in the most appropriate way on 
Wednesday, with the Vikings re-
ceiving another award.

Palo Alto coach Dave Winn and 
his players were honored between 
the Paly-Gunn basketball games 
as the Vikings received the Army 

National Guard national ranking 
trophy as part of the second annual 
MaxPreps Tour of Champions for 
Girls Volleyball.

Palo Alto was ranked No. 1 in the 
nation in the Freeman computer-
ized rankings on MaxPreps after 
winning its second straight CIF Di-
vision I state championship while 
finishing 36-3. Palo Alto was one 

of just six high schools nationwide 
being honored on the second annual 
girls’ volleyball MaxPreps Tour of 
Champions. MaxPreps ranks more 
than 17,000 varsity high school 
girls’ volleyball teams.

The Vikings went 77-4 during the 
past two seasons and put the volleyball 
program on the national map with top-
10 national finishes each season. 

Jane G
ee

teams residing at or near the top of 
the Pac-12 Conference following 
two weeks of play. Colorado (3-0, 
11-4) was the lone unbeaten heading 
into its game at California on Thurs-
day. The Buffaloes visit Stanford 
at 1 p.m. Saturday with first place 
likely at stake.

The Cardinal played Utah for the 
first time in nearly 15 years Thurs-
day night and there are some observ-
ers who think Randle has the same 
kind of mettle Brevin Knight showed 
during his four years at Stanford.

Knight played his final colle-
giate game the last time Utah and 
Stanford met — in the Sweet 16 of 
the NCAA tournament on March 
20, 1997 at the San Jose Arena. At 
the time, it was the most success-
ful Stanford team since the NCAA 
championship team of 1942.

Mike Montgomery, who recruited 
Knight to Stanford from New Jer-
sey, built his team around the guard 

and Knight led the Cardinal out of 
the shadows of one of its worst sea-
sons in history and into the national 
spotlight.

Once again Stanford looks to re-
bound from a series of sub-par sea-
sons to rekindle its NCAA tourna-
ment prospects and Randle could be 
the final piece of the puzzle.

Randle led his high school team 
to its first state title and graduated 
as the school’s all-time leading scor-
er and top rebounder.

Randle also had a chance to 
formulate a relationship with his 
teammates during a six-game trip 
to Spain in September. He led the 
Cardinal in scoring with an 11-point 
average. 

“He definitely gives us depth at 
the point-guard position,” Dawkins 
said. “He’s a young man that an-
swers a few of our questions with 
regards to how we need to compete 
in the Pac-12.” 

N nemkadi Ogwumike scored 
more than 30 points in both 
of Stanford’s victories last 

week. It was certainly welcomed 
in a 67-60 win over Oregon State, 
which followed a 93-70 win over 
Oregon two days previous.

No wonder Ogwumike was 
named Pac-12 Women’s Basket-
ball Player of the Week. She av-
eraged 32.5 points and 15.5 re-
bounds while shooting 50 percent 
from the field.

Ogwumike also reached a pair 
of milestones over the weekend as 
she earned her third Player of the 

Week nod this season. She became 
the fourth player in Stanford his-
tory, eighth in Pac-12 history, to 
reach the 2,000-point and 1,000-
rebound marks while record-
ing her fourth and fifth 30-point 
games.

It is Ogwumike’s seventh-ca-
reer Player of the Week honor and 
Stanford’s 81st all-time.

Ranked fourth in the nation in 
the Associated Press poll for the 
sixth-straight week, the Cardinal 
(4-0, 13-1) visited Utah on Thurs-
day and will play at Colorado on 
Saturday. 

Pac-12 honors for Ogwumike

Page 34



Available in a mobile version

Good for Business. 
Good for the Community.

Good for You.
Local Deals

A community collaboration 
brought to you by

Learn more about the value 
of locally owned businesses 

at ShopPaloAlto.com

Go to ShopPaloAlto.com to browse special 
offers, events and marketplace items from 

these featured local merchants

Cassis
ComputerCare

Country Sun Natural Foods
Jeri Fink

Leaf & Petal
Mandarin Gourmet

Michael Dreyfus
Old Pro Sports Bar
Palo Alto Eyeworks

Sigona’s Farmers Market
University Art

Village Cheese House
Watercourse Way

Whole Foods 
Your Skin Space

vibrant

concerns and feedback

and teens

When you shop locally, good things happen 
to make our community stronger:

For more information call 650.223.6587 
or email info@ShopPaloAlto.com
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Sports

ATHLETES OF THE WEEK

Stephanie Allen*
Palo Alto basketball

Josie Butler
Palo Alto basketball

Drew Edelman*
Menlo basketball

Jennifer Kirst
Menlo-Atherton soccer

Lauren Lete
Menlo basketball

Tennyson Jellins
Menlo-Atherton basketball

E.J. Floreal
Palo Alto basketball

Richard Harris*
Menlo basketball

Chris Jin
Gunn wrestling

Cole McConnell
Sacred Heart Prep basketball

Isaac Polkinhorne
Sacred Heart Prep soccer

Bobby Roth
Menlo basketball

Honorable mention

Lindsay Black
Palo Alto High

The senior guard scored 14 
points and held Lynbrook’s 
top scorer scoreless in the 
first half in a 47-42 basket-
ball win before adding 14 
points in a win over Mt. View 
to keep the Vikings tied for 
first place.

Nick Ortiz
Palo Alto High

The senior had a pin in the 
Vikings’ 36-31 win over 
Gunn before winning three 
matches and beating the 
No. 1-ranked CCS wrestler 
for the 132-pound title at 
the Apple Cider Classic, 
earning lower-weight honors.

* previous winner

To see video interviews of the Athletes of the Week, go to www.PASportsOnline.com
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Visit classrooms, enjoy 
warm cookies and 
ask questions! 
Jan. 6, 10, 19, 24

RSVP Today
!

 www.harker.org
DR. BRYNN H. EWEN, D.P.M. FOOT AND ANKLE SPECIALIST

BOOK ONLINE
www.stridewellbeing.com

PODIATRY  
OFFICE  

& 
MEDICAL  
FOOT SPA 

Same-day ingrown toenail treatment
Laser treatment for toenail fungus
Dermal fillers for ball of foot pain

FOOT SPA SERVICES:
Podiatry and Cosmetic Podiatry Services:

FOOT AND ANKLE SPECIALIST

PREP BASKETBALL

Another
showdown
for Paly

Viking girls put first place 
on the line against 

division co-leader Wilcox
by Keith Peters

T he Palo Alto girls’ basketball 
team made program history a 
season ago when it complet-

ed the first 12-0 campaign in the 
SCVAL De Anza Division.

Whether the Vikings can do it 
again will depend on the outcome 
of Friday’s showdown with unbeat-
en Wilcox on the Chargers’ floor at 
6:15 p.m.

While Wilcox was just another 
opponent for Paly last season, the 
Chargers (2-0, 12-0) are more for-
midable with addition of 6-foot-3 
transfer Joeseta Fatuesi from Pre-
sentation.

Fatuesi scored 25 points in a 58-
50 win over Gunn last week and will 
provide Palo Alto (3-0, 10-2) with a 
real test on Friday.

“I think Wilcox will be a good 
challenge as you have to game plan 
for Joeseta, and that creates opportu-
nities for her teammates,” said Paly 
coach Scott Peters. “However, I like 
the fact that we have a number of 
players who can score on any night 
and I think that makes us tough to 
guard.”

Gunn discovered how tough on 
Wednesday as Paly rolled to a 65-49 
victory to remain tied for first place 
in the division. 

The Vikings defeated the Titans 
(0-2, 6-5) three times last season 
and now have won four straight 

(continued on next page)
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FREE TRIAL

® ®

Go to Yfreepass.com

Try the Y for free in January. 

RISK-FREE MEMBERSHIP

No contracts

JOIN US
WE’RE HERE 
FOR GOOD
YMCA OF SILICON VALLEY

against their rival.
“I was very happy with our en-

ergy and composure,” said Peters, 
who said his team played its best 
game of the year.

Paly’s defense and the inside 
presence of senior Emilee Osagiede 
proved to be the difference. 

“More importantly, she showed 
great leadership with her energy 
and effort to lead the team to vic-
tory over a veteran Gunn team,” 
Peters said.

Osagiede scored 11 of her team’s 
14 points in a decisive third quarter 
as the Vikings grabbed a 57-34 ad-
vantage that allowed Paly to coast to 
the finish line and have Peters get all 
his players some time on the court. 

Osagiede also held Gunn scoring 
leader Cat Perez to just seven points 
over three quarters, including zero 
points in the crucial third period.

In a West Bay Athletic League 
(Foothill Division) opener on Tues-
day, Sacred Heart Prep pulled off 
the shocker of the season by upset-
ting defending CIF State Division V 
champion Pinewood, 37-28. The Ga-
tors (1-0, 10-4) reportedly last beat 
the Panthers (0-1, 10-5) in 1997, a 
55-52 victory in the Central Coast 
Section Division V title game. 

Helen Gannon (12 points) and 
Meghan Holland (11) sparked the 
big victory with Melissa Holland 
adding 10 points. Kelly Doran led 
Pinewood with 12 points while 
teammate Leeana Bade pulled down 
12 rebounds.

In San Jose, the one-two punch 
of Drew Edelman and Lauren Lete 
proved too much for host Notre 
Dame-San Jose as Menlo School 
posted a 67-60 overtime victory in 
the WBAL (Foothill Division) on 
Tuesday. Menlo (1-0, 10-4) out-
played Notre Dame in overtime, 
outscoring the Regents by 12-5.

The game was close the entire 
way as Notre Dame hit one three-
pointer after another for a total of 14 
treys. Lete finished with 20 points 
and six assists while Edelman had 

30 points and 12 rebounds.
In Atherton, Menlo-Atherton con-

tinued its recent strong of solid ef-
forts with a 48-41 victory over Half 
Moon Bay in a PAL Bay Division 
opener. The Bears (1-0, 7-8) won 
their fourth straight as Tennyson 
Jellins tallied 14 points and grabbed 
10 rebounds. 

Boys’ basketball
Palo Alto won its fifth straight 

over Gunn by running away with a 
56-38 triumph in SCVAL De Anza 
Division action Wednesday. Senior 
Israel Hakim led the way with 17 
points while juniors E.J. Floreal and 
Aubrey Dawkins combined for 22.

Palo Alto (2-1, 12-2) still trails 
first-place Mountain View by one 
game after the Spartans routed Los 
Gatos on Wednesday, 61-31.

In West Bay Athletic League 
action Tuesday, the gap between 
Sacred Heart Prep and Pinewood  
teams may be closer than most peo-
ple believe after the host Panthers 
rallied to beat the Gators, 67-64, in 
a showdown that pitted defending 
Central Coast Section Division IV 
and V champions.

Defending league champ Sacred 
Heart Prep (2-1, 9-3) trailed after 
the first and second quarters, but 
overcome a six-point deficit with a 
22-point third quarter to take a three-
point lead into the final period be-
fore the Panthers (2-0, 11-1) rallied to 
maintain their hold on first place.

With Pinewood standout Solo-
mone Wolfgramm on the bench after 
having fouled out with five minutes 
to play in the game and Pinewood 
down six points, the Panthers rallied 
behind 13 fourth-quarter points by 
senior Dante Fraioli, who finished 
with a game-high 23 points.

Pinewood will play for undisputed 
possession of first place on Friday 
against host Menlo School at 7:30 
p.m.

The Knights (3-0, 10-3) set the 
stage for that showdown by holding 
off visiting Eastside Prep, 41-33, on 
Tuesday. Menlo fought off the Pan-
thers’ third-quarter charge as senior 
Jackson Dean ignited a late run for 
the Knights. 

Basketball
(continued from previous page)

Gunn’s Erin Robinson (6) and 
Paly’s Lily Seedman each had goals.

Jim
 Shorin

Gunn boys’ and girls’ soccer teams pull off sweep of Paly
by Keith Peters

P alo Alto and Gunn played four 
times in two different sports 
on Wednesday, meeting in 

basketball and soccer. Thanks to 
the Titans’ soccer squads, the two 
schools wound up with a split.

The Gunn boys’ and girls’ soccer 
teams evened the score with Palo 
Alto as the boys posted a 2-0 vic-
tory and the girls came away with a 
3-1 triumph.

The Gunn boys continued Palo 
Alto’s uncharacteristic poor season 
and improved to 2-0 in the SCVAL 
De Anza Division (5-2-2 overall) as 
Andriy Khrustalyoz and Mario Te-
pia provided the goals while Kevin 
Macario and David Alcazar contrib-
uted the assists as Paly fell to 0-3 
(0-9-2).

At Gunn, the host Titans pasted a 
3-1 defeat on the Paly girls as Ming 
Ming Liu scored twice and Sarah 
Robinson added another goal plus 
an assist as Gunn improved to 1-1 in 
league (5-5 overall) while Paly fell 
to 0-2-1 in league (2-4-3 overall).

Gunn’s Natalie Perreault and 
Bella Harbert had their best games 
of the season on both sides of the 
ball while teammate Haleli Moalem 
added an assist on the first goal.

Lily Seedman provided Paly’s 
goal.

Boys’ soccer
Sacred Heart Prep strengthened 

its hold on first place in the West 
Bay Athletic League with a 5-0 vic-
tory over visiting Crystal Springs on 
Wednesday. The Gators improved to 
4-0 in league (7-0-2 overall).

Juniors Willy Lamb and Brendan 
Spillane hooked up for the first goal 
with Lamb finishing. Sophomores 
Andrew Segre and Isaac Polkin-
horne also scored in the first half, 
both off assists from junior Joe Cal-
linan. Andrew Liotta made it 4-0 in 
the second half off an assist from 
Polkinhorne while senior Max Pol-
kinhorne came out of goal to finish 
the scoring, thanks to an assist from 
his brother.

In Portola Valley, Menlo School 

set the tone for a 3-0 victory over 
host Priory just three minutes into 
their WBAL match. The Knights 
(1-1-1, 4-1-3 overall) jumped out ear-
ly with a clinical goal by junior Ryan 
Karle in the third minute of play off 
an assist from junior Max Parker. 
Karle and Parker connected again in 
similar fashion just over 30 minutes 
later to go into halftime up 2-0. With 
two minutes left to play, senior Lyall 
Cooper crossed to freshman Jackson 
Wagner, who neatly slotted home the 
final goal of the game.

In Redwood City, Menlo-Atherton 
and host Sequoia battled to a 2-2 
deadlock in PAL Bay Division ac-
tion. Tom Kaheli and Will Cabral tal-
lied goals for the Bears (0-0-1, 5-0-2) 
with Edgardo Molina and Daniel Gil 
adding assists, respectively.

Girls’ soccer
Priory remained unbeaten in the 

WBAL Foothill Division with a 
4-1 victory over host Castilleja at 
the Mayfield Soccer Complex on 
Wednesday.

The Panthers (2-0 (5-2-2) got 
two goals from sophomore Caitlin 
Teoman and one each from sopho-
more Laura Wu and senior Darrah 
Shields, who also added a pair of 
assists. Molly Simpson also played 
a standout role along with Teoman.

Priory is playing without stand-
out junior forward Mariana Galvan, 
who suffered a knee injury in the 
first match of the season and needed 
surgery. She also missed most of her 
freshman season with an injury.

In San Bruno, Sacred Heart Prep 
got four goals from four different 
contributors in a 4-0 victory over 
host Mercy-Burlingame in a WBAL 
Foothill Division match on Tuesday 
at Skyline College. The first, and 
deciding goal, came on a corner 
kick by the Gators’ Alex Bourdil-
lion that was knocked in by a Mercy 
player for an own goal in the first 
five minutes as SHP improved to 
2-0 in league (4-2-3 overall). Sa-
cred Heart Prep scored its first three 
goals in the first nine minutes of the 
match. 
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Palo Alto’s Teresa Noyola, flanked by senior teammate and runner-up Lindsay Taylor (left) and Stanford coach 
Paul Ratcliffe, was awarded the Hermann Trophy last week as the nation’s best female college soccer player.

It’s a fabulous finish for Noyola
by Dave Kiefer

T he Stanford women’s soccer 
team played itself into the his-
tory book in more ways than 

one this season, both on and off the 
field.

The final chapter was written last 
week when Stanford senior Teresa 
Noyola won the Missouri Athletic 
Club’s Hermann Trophy on Friday, 
becoming the third Cardinal player 
in as many years to win college soc-
cer’s highest honor.

Noyola, a midfielder from Palo 
Alto High, was announced as the 
winner during a ceremony attend-
ed by the three finalists, including 
teammate Lindsay Taylor, the run-
ner-up, and Penn State sophomore 
Maya Hayes. Duke forward Andrew 
Wenger captured the men’s award.

“I had no idea what to expect,” 
Noyola said. “I’m very proud, and 
L.T. was equally deserving. She’s a 
class act - I already knew that. We 
were going to be happy for each 
other either way.”

The Palo Alto native follows 

former teammates Kelley O’Hara 
(2009) and Christen Press (2010) in 
creating an unprecedented achieve-
ment in the 24 years of the women’s 
award. It marks the first time in its 
history that three different players 
from the same school have won the 
award in consecutive years. 

Former youth teammates Noyola 
and Taylor, a Castilleja grad, were 
part of a Stanford senior class that 
went 95-4-4 over its four years, in-
cluding 53-0-1 at home, and reached 
the NCAA College Cup four times, 
reaching three consecutive finals.

In her final match, Noyola pro-
vided the winning goal, on a far-
post header in the 53rd minute, to 
beat Duke, 1-0, in Kennesaw, Ga., 
and provide Stanford with its first 
national championship.

Noyola has proceeded to capture an 
array of honors this season, earning 
the NSCAA Scholar-Athlete of the 
Year, the Honda Award, College Cup 
Offensive MVP, Pac-12 Scholar-Ath-
lete of the Year, and her third NSCAA 
first-team All-America honor.

“It’s nice to be acknowledged,” 
Noyola said. “But it’s hard to get 
individual awards when winning a 
national championship is really a 
team achievement.” 

Noyola, a math and computa-
tional science major who carried a 
3.52 cumulative grade-point average 
into the fall quarter, becomes only 
the second female player to unite 
the Hermann and NSCAA Scholar-
Athlete of the Year awards. The first 
was Portland’s Christine Sinclair in 
2005.

Noyola totaled 31 goals and 40 
assists for 102 career points, plac-
ing her ninth of the school’s all-time 
points list. She also finished one 
away from Press’ records for assists 
in a career and season.

“You look at the list of players 
who have won this award, and it’s 
really amazing,” Noyola said of all-
time greats such as Michelle Akers, 
Mia Hamm, and Kristine Lilly, as 
well as O’Hara and Press. “It’s hum-
bling to be a part of.’ 

(Dave Kiefer is a member of the 
Stanford Sports Information 
Department)

Stanford senior and Palo Alto High grad wins Hermann 
Trophy as nation’s top college female soccer player

Joe Angeles
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Seeing a provider trained specifically in  

women’s cardiovascular disease makes a 

difference. Women’s Heart Health at Stanford is 

dedicated to preventing and treating heart disease 

while addressing the distinct concerns of women. 

Call 650.736.0516 to find out how we can help.
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For more information, visit us online:
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