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Lucile Packard Children’s Hospital 20th Anniversary

—— LECTURE SERIES ~

4th Annual Autism Spectrum Disorders Update for:
Parents and Professionals:

Bridging the Gap

April 2, 2011 at 7:45am - 4:30pm

This one day conference will
be led by a panel of experts
from our autism spectrum
disorders program and will
spotlight recent findings and
innovative clinical approaches
to treating autism.

The symposium will be held in

McCaw Hall in the Francis C. Arrillaga
Alumni Center.

326 Galvez Street, Stanford, California 94035.
Parking is free at Galvez Field (corner of Galvez
Street and Campus Drive East).

Registration $100. Fee includes a
continental breakfast and buffet lunch.

For further information, please call
(650) 721- 6327 or e-mail autism@Ilpch.org.

Register online at
http://childpsychiatry.stanford.edu

For additional 20th Anniversary Lecture Series
offerings, visit anniversary.lpch.org

20" Anniversary

Lucile Packard

Children’s Hospital
The people depicted in this brochure are models and are being at Sta nfo rd

used for illustrative purposes only.
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City manager seeks to change vague hiring policy

Current Palo Alto system has created
unusual category of managers

by Gennady Sheyner

ed Himmel, Rich Malonee

N and Rob Braulik have little

in common when it comes to

professional responsibilities, but one

wouldn’t know it from looking at their
job titles.

Himmel took over as the city’s

interim library director in October,
replacing retired Director Diane Jen-
nings. Mallonee heads the city’s Of-
fice of Emergency Services, while
Braulik helps the City Council keep
up with California’s proposed high-
speed rail project. But the three share

one characteristic; they are among
the dozens of city employees whose
official title is “management special-
ist” — a nebulous designation that has
become increasingly common at City
Hall over the past three years.
Records from the Administrative
Services Department show that in
2010, 73 employees carried the “man-
agement specialist” designation — up
from 45 in 2007. The list includes an
attorney, a Fire Department deputy
chief, planning consultants, traffic

engineers, police dispatchers and Palo
Alto’s interim city auditor. About the
only thing that links these officials is
their vague title.

Taken as a group, the management
specialists earned more than $3 mil-
lion in 2010.

Not coincidentally, the number of
management specialists at City Hall
has been rising at the same time as
Palo Alto’s overall workforce has
been on the decline. Dozens of work-
ers have retired or have seen their

positions eliminated over the past
two years. Palo Alto eliminated 60
positions that were supported by its
General Fund over the past two fis-
cal years, and 46 other positions have
been held vacant to save money.

The overall number of positions
in the General Fund has dropped
from 730 in 2003 to about 580 to-
day, City Manager James Keene told
the council during its annual retreat

(continued on page 8)

Bake sale aids Japanese disaster relief
Masako Yang, 6, and fellow classmates at Ohlone Elementary School sort through Japanese snacks and treats during a March 22 fundraiser
for victims of Japan’s earthquake and tsunami. The school sold baked goods, sushi, used books, origami and crafts, and donated the money

raised to the Japanese Cultural and Community Center of Northern California.
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Hate doing taxes?
Not these guys

Tax-prep volunteers recoup big money
for low-income clients and seniors

by Sue Dremann

or most people, doing taxes
F once each year is more than
enough, but Sheldon Kay does
as many as 20 returns for other peo-

ple — for free.
Kay, a retired engineer who spent

most of his career working on the
Hubble telescope, is one of a group
of volunteers who fill out tax forms
for low- and moderate-income people
and seniors through the United Way of
the Bay Area’s Earnlt!Keeplt!Savelt!

program.

The program has saved millions of
dollars in taxes for Bay Area residents
who earn less than $49,000 per year,
according to the organization.

Volunteers have also prevented
thousands of people from predatory
lending by some for-fee tax prepar-
ers, who offer enticing high-interest
advances on refund checks.

With one month left in this year’s
tax season, the program has seen a 25
percent increase in demand over last
year, in large part because many first-
time clients had their incomes drop
significantly due to job loss or cuts in
hours, Kelly Batson, regional direc-
tor, said.

Last year, 33 percent of program
clients reported that they or someone

in their household had lost a job in the
previous year, and 29 percent had a
cut in hours or wages, she said.

“Even if you didn’t qualify for free
tax preparation in previous years, this
year could be different, especially if
you saw a reduction in your income.
Not only will you get your taxes pre-
pared for free, but you’ll also receive
expert guidance on how to account
for unemployment benefits in your
tax return and which tax breaks you
are eligible for when your income is
down,” she said.

Those tax breaks can amount to a
significant savings and even a refund
in thousands of dollars, she said.

Last year, the program recouped
$57 million in tax refunds from

(continued on page 10)

NEIGHBORHOODS

Manager
embezzles

S70K from
neighborhood

Former Greenmeadow

Community Association

administrative manager
apologizes for crime

by Gennady Sheyner
and Sue Dremann

he former administrative man-
T ager of the Greenmeadow Com-

munity Association in south
Palo Alto has admitted to embezzling
as much as $70,000 from the neigh-
borhood association.

Kimball Allen, who was hired by
the association in 2008, sent the as-
sociation an apology letter through
the Palo Alto police department on
March 17 for the theft, which took
place throughout 2010, according to
association President Sean Giffen.

Details of Allen’s expenditures on
the association’s credit card emerged
at a March 22 community meet-
ing regarding the theft. The charges
included a $5,000 air-conditioning
system for a rental home he owns in
Kansas City, Mo.; a hair-replacement
surgery; membership to a high-end
fitness club; trips; and paying off his
credit cards, Giffen said Wednesday
(March 23).

In his letter to the association, Al-
len acknowledged, “The crimes that [
have committed are pathetic and hurt-
ful” and asked members to keep an
“open mind.”

“I got caught up in a vicious cycle
of greed, selfishness and deceit,”
Allen wrote in the letter, which was
obtained by the Weekly. “My actions
cannot be justified and the worst pun-
ishment is my own guilt.”

Allen resigned his position on Dec.
30, 2010, to start a new gym, but he
stayed on through January 2011 to
train his replacement, Donna Rhoan.

(continued on page 9)

Palo Alto Weekly ® March 25, 2011 e Page 3



When you purchase one year of personal weight loss counseling!

For the first time ever we are offering remarkable savings on our
year long program. Get 56 Weeks of Reducing Program,
% Free Registration, and $500 Off!

We will be there every step of the way as you
learn to make healthy and practical choices
that will transform you into a healthier

and skinnier you - for life!

M{#M{— M.D.
LIz b5

WEIGHT LOSS

Make 2011 the year that you
lose the weight for good!

MENLO PARK X LITE ror LIFE
713 Ock Grove Ave Menlo Park Ca 94025
menloporkSliteforlife.

“There's no place like home.”

Redwood City - San Mateo - San Jose

When you,
or someone you care about,
needs assistance...

you can count on us
to be there.

Call now (650) 839-2273

SNOW FALLING
ON CEDARS

Based on the book by David Guterson
Adapted for the stage by Kevin McKeon
Directed by Robert Kelley

March 30-April 24

Mountain View Center for the Performing Arts

For tickets: theatreworks.org
650.463.1960 or 650.903.6000
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Upfront

QUOTE OF THE WEEK

fire.

TAKING BACK THE ‘PROCESS’
... The “Palo Alto Process” is a
term laced with nasty bureaucratic
baggage. Mayor Sid Espinosa
summarized it succinctly at this
week’s City Council meeting: “For
anyone who lived here for any
length of time, it’s synonymous
with anything that’s unclear and
cumbersome with the process,’
particularly as it relates to building
permits. The council is fighting

the stigma in two ways. One is
reforming and simplifying the city’s
permitting process — a process
that City Manager James Keene
kicked off last July. The second
way is by focusing on the positive
aspects of the city’s famous thor-
oughness, as evidenced at Mon-
day night’s four-hour discussion

of composting technologies. The
council debated the preliminary
results of a feasibility study for a
proposed waste-to-energy plant,
heard from dozens of residents
and raised new issues for staff and
consultants to explore. Though the
city came no closer to making a
decision on the project, Espinosa
and his colleagues on the council
hailed the discussion as an ex-
ample of everything that’s good
about Palo Alto. “| think having the
kind of engagement on a subject
like this is exceptional, and | think
it's a good part of the ‘Palo Alto
Process’ and one we should em-
brace,” Councilman Pat Burt said.
“What a cool town this is,” Keene
added at the end of the public-
comment period. “It’s amazing to
listen to this discussion.” At least
one member of the public agreed.
“The ‘Palo Alto Process’ is pretty
darn amazing,” said Annette
Isaacson, a Midtown resident who
is supporting the new plant.

SPEAKING OF ‘PROCESS’ ...
Palo Alto officials hear no short-
age of complaints about the city’s
frustrating permitting process. Jim
McFall, a local architect who is
part of a citizens group advising
the city with the reforms, illustrated
the complexities at this week’s
City Council meeting when he
unfurled two scrolls, each longer
than 4 feet, and displayed them

to the council and the public. One
was a list of Palo Alto’s application
and permit types; the other was a
list of city regulations. “As you can
see, it’s not often times a simple
process,” McFall said as the scrolls

If I had hair, my hair would be on

— Ken Dauber, Gunn High School parent, on the
urgency of responding to a survey on student
emotional health. See story on page 5.

Around Town

dangled from his shoulder level to
the floor.

SPEAKING OF COMPOST ... Palo
Alto residents are invited to grab
their shovels and buckets and
come out to the city’s soon-to-
be-closed landfill for some free
compost. The city will be holding
“Compost Giveaway” days on
March 26 and April 3, from 8 a.m.
to 4 p.m. Each visitor will be able to
come away with up to 1 cubic yard
of compost.

ON THE ROAD ... The Palo Alto
Art Center will be shutting its doors
April 4 for its long-awaited renova-
tion and is not expected to reopen
until summer of 2012. But art lov-
ers needn't fear. According to Art
Center Director Karen Kienzle,

the center will be able to maintain
its art classes and programs for
kids and adults by holding them

at other locations throughout the
city, including at Lucie Stern and
Cubberley community centers.
The center’s “art truck” will also hit
the road, bringing art projects to
events throughout the year. The
city is soliciting input on potential
names for the truck, which can be
offered in a suggestion box in the
lobby of city hall. Arts Producer Re-
becca Barbee said the art center’s
Facebook page, www.facebook.
com/paloaltoartcenter, is currently
the best way to get updates and
information on all the center’s hap-
penings.

TOO MUCH OF A GOOD THING?
.. It's been a wet, gray week
throughout the Bay Area and the
weather prognosis for the week-
end is no better. But Palo Altans
have at least one reason not to
feel too gloomy. Councilman Larry
Klein, who sits on the board of
directors at the Bay Area Water
Supply and Conservation Agency,
told his colleagues that as of last
week, the water supply at the
Hetch Hetchy system (from where
the city gets its water) was at 159
percent of the normal level. Even if
the weather were to dry up for the
rest of the fiscal year (which ends
June 30), the water agency would
end the year at 120 percent of
the normal level. These numbers
don’t include the wet week that is
just concluding and the rainy days
ahead. As Klein put it, it's been “a
great year for water.” m




Upfront

PALO ALTO ONLINE

After the disaster: Enoch Choi’s Japan Blog

In new Palo Alto Online blog, local doctor relays efforts of medical
team sent to Japan to aid earthquake victims

Alto Medical Foundation Ur-

gent Care Center and a disaster-
relief veteran, isn’t in Japan yet. But
he’s at the heart of relief efforts by a
medical team that arrived in the Sen-
dai area of Japan this past week.

To inform Midpeninsula readers
of the ongoing challenges facing the
Japanese in the wake of the 9.0 earth-
quake and subsequent tsunami, Choi
has launched a blog on PaloAltoOn-
line.com, Enoch Choi’s Japan Blog.

Choi will provide updates about the
medical-aid efforts, with links to vid-
eos and photos shot by the team.

“We’ve had a physician, nurse and
team of support folks in the disaster
area in the past week,” Choi said. All
are experienced in disaster relief, hav-
ing aided in Haiti and after Hurricane
Katrina.

As a first-world nation, Japan is

E noch Choi, a partner at the Palo

much like the
Bay Area,
and given the
risk of the
San Andreas
fault, a local
disaster could
look  simi-
lar to that in
Japan, Choi
said.

“We could Enoch Choi
be in these
same conditions,” he said.

Approximately a half-million Jap-
anese took to shelters immediately
after the initial quake. Some have
returned to their homes; however,
without resources, they are return-
ing to shelters for food and water,
Choi said.

There are those who lack prescrip-
tion medications for chronic health

conditions. Others have colds, flu or
were injured trying to recover prop-
erty from their homes. Contaminated
water has led to gastrointestinal dis-
ease as well.

Choi’s medical team is composed
of personnel from the nonprofit
humanitarian organization Jordan
International Aid, which is working
with the National University of Sin-
gapore Entrepreneurship Centre and
a multidisciplinary team of skilled
social entrepreneurs, nutritionists,
health professionals and disaster
veterans.

The team brought its own food,
supplies and shelter, Choi said.

Choi and a few other Palo Alto
Medical Foundation doctors are
ready to travel to Japan as well, once
the risk of radiation lessens. m

— Palo Alto Weekly staff

EDUCATION

Parents ask Palo Alto to be
anti-stress role model

Exchange follows discussion of survey data from more than 4,000 students

rustrated parents Tuesday
F challenged the Palo Alto

Board of Education to make
local schools “a role model nation-
ally” in stress reduction.

Following a lengthy school board
discussion of survey data that paints
a mixed picture of student emotion-
al health, a group of parents argued
the schools are not doing enough to
reduce academic stress.

One mother of three Palo Alto
High School graduates, who criti-
cized what she called “the mara-
thon of achievement,” said she was
“speaking for what I believe is the
silent majority of parents and stu-
dents in Palo Alto.”

“My daughter and her Paly friends
routinely stayed up until the wee
hours of the morning to finish their
homework,” Karen Kang said.

“It was physically impossible to
complete their assignments in a nor-
mal day. Not wanting to appear like
losers, they suffered in silence. For
students taking AP classes, this is
not unusual.”

Kang said the daughter, now in her
mid-20s, attributed the anorexia, anx-
iety and depression she experienced in
high school largely to “being enrolled
in the Palo Alto school system.”

Citing a string of student suicides
in 2009 and 2010, the parents said
the district has failed to “propagate
things that work™ (to reduce stress)
such as Paly’s new bell schedule
and reforming homework and test-
ing policies.

School board members said while
they agreed with the broad goals of
the complaining parents, differences

by Chris Kenrick

exist on timing and tactics.

“I don’t agree that nothing’s been
done and that we’ve sat back and
allowed a crisis to occur and not
responded,” board member Barbara
Klausner said.

“A lot of things have been done
and they fit under (what you are ask-
ing for).

“I’'d say we are doing some of
these things (you ask for) but there
are some key factors we haven’t nec-
essarily addressed.”

Klausner and other board mem-
bers asked administrators to con-
sider whether the parents’ concerns
could be addressed through the dis-
trict’s priorities for next year.

In particular, the parents asked
for immediate implementation of a
policy to foster a “supportive school
environment,” which was among 22
recommendations in a report issued
last summer by Project Safety Net.
Formed in response to the suicides,
Project Safety Net is a community-
wide coalition to boost the social
and emotional well-being of Palo
Alto youth.

Among the 22 Project Safety Net
recommendations, officials this year
chose five to particularly focus on,
and those did not include the “sup-
portive school environment” item,
known as P-8.

Superintendent Kevin Skelly said
he would find a way to do so, but
added that he rejects what he called
a “dangerous” premise of the par-
ents’ request — “that there’s a direct
connection between the suicides and
Gunn High School.

“I think that’s a dangerous place

to go, and unfair to the school, the
district, the students and faculty who
have worked very hard to create an
environment there,” Skelly said.

“What we’re looking for is an
expanded definition of success
within the schools and community
that embodies an appreciation of
the variety of aptitudes and av-
enues that define success.

“We have a particularly unique
challenge around that, living in the
community that we do. ...

“Changing the definition of suc-
cess is going to take the entire com-
munity,” he said.

“There’s no reason we can’t ad-
dress this in powerful ways.”

Kang urged the Board of Educa-
tion to “be bold and grab this oppor-
tunity” to be a national role model
in stress reduction.

“We have excellent local partners,
a good plan and a highly visible
school district. ..

“It’s a win-win for the students,
the community and the district,” she
said.

Kang’s comments came shortly
after the board discussed results of
an emotional health survey taken by
more than 4,000 Palo Alto students
last October.

The survey, measuring the degree
to which fifth graders, seventh grad-
ers and high school students possess
40 key “developmental assets” needed
to thrive, offered a mixed picture.

In general, results showed that el-
ementary students have more posi-
tive attitudes than older students and

(continued on page 6)
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Ken Coverdell
(650) 726-5990
Award Winning Since 1985
www.blueskydesignsinc.com

The Spring & Summer Best Brands
Consignment Sale

/ Friday, Apri 1

| 9am—5pm

\ @ U=-Me \
\ 3355 Edison Way, Menlo Park |

Save up to 80%

Picture
Frames

507

Through April 10th

g O

photograph&frame

2086 El Camino Real | 1/2 mile North of Page Mill Rd. by Starbucks
www.photographandframe.com | 650.857.0687 | Palo Alto
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Upfront

Online This Week

These and other news stories were posted on Palo Alto Online throughout
the week. For longer versions, go to www.PaloAltoOnline.com/news
or click on “News” in the left, green column.

Superintendent urges denial of charter school bid

The superintendent of East Palo Alto’s Ravenswood City School Dis-
trict has recommended denial of an application by a high-performing
charter school operator to open a campus in East Palo Alto. (Posted March
24 at 9:51 a.m.)

Humanitarian Oneida ‘Mother’ Branch dies at 92

Oneida “Mother” Branch, 92, who for years collected and provided
food and clothing for East Palo Alto’s needy, died of natural causes
Tuesday (March 22). (Posted March 24 at 9:32 a.m.)

Stanford students hold bake sale to help Japan

A bake sale benefiting victims of the recent earthquake and tsunami
in Japan will be held by Stanford students Saturday (March 25) from
noon to 3 p.m. at the Clark Center, outside NeXus Cafe, 318 Campus
Drive, Stanford University. (Posted March 24 at 9:19 a.m.)

Menlo Park council looks at $1.3M in budget cuts

The $1.3 million in cuts proposed for Menlo Park’s general fund will
largely come from reducing personnel costs, according to a staff report,
saving an estimated $681,000. (Posted March 24 at 9:14 a.m))

Menlo Park city manager announces retirement

Calling it a tough decision, Menlo Park City Manager Glen Rojas
announced Tuesday morning (March 22) that he is retiring, effective
July 15. Rojas said it was a tough decision that he had been considering
for a while. (Posted March 23 at 9:23 a.m.)

East Palo Alto gets $40K for Cooley Landing Park
East Palo Alto received a $40,000 grant Saturday (March 19) to

develop a public nature park that will increase the city’s park space by

more than 50 percent, local officials said. (Posted March 23 at 9:15 a.m,)

PiE raises $3.4M for Palo Alto schools

Parent volunteers have raised a record-breaking $3.4 million to do-
nate to Palo Alto’s 17 public school campuses, the foundation Partners
in Education (PiE) announced Tuesday (March 22). (Posted March 23 at
12:45 a.m.)

Smuggler kidnaps woman from Mountain View

An illegal border crossing took a scary turn in Mountain View on
Sunday (March 20) after the family of a woman was unable to pay the
extra money demanded by an immigrant smuggler, a police spokes-
woman said. (Posted March 22 at 12:04 p.m.)

New city attorney pledges ‘transparency’

Palo Alto’s new city attorney passed her first test Monday night
(March 21) — she sat through a four-hour debate on composting tech-
nologies and emerged not just awake but downright impressed. (Posted
March 22 at 11:36 a.m.)

Los Altos man dies after crash off 280

A Los Altos man died Sunday (March 20) after succumbing to inju-
ries from a solo vehicle collision in unincorporated Santa Clara County
on Saturday afternoon (March 19), a Redwood City California High-
way Patrol officer said. (Posted March 22 at 9:12 a.m.)

Car slams into tree on Bryant Street in Palo Alto
The driver of a silver Mercedes sedan broke her nose Monday morn-
ing when her car slammed into a tree on Bryant Street in Palo Alto, po-
lice said. The single-vehicle crash occurred around 10:30 a.m. between
Embarcadero Road and Kingsley Avenue. (Posted March 21 at 3:07 p.m.)

Mountain lion sighted in Woodside/Portola Valley

A mountain lion was seen in the vicinity of Farm Road and Woodview
Lane in the Woodside/Portola Valley area at approximately 3:30 a.m.
Monday morning (March 21), the San Mateo County Office of Emergency
Services reported. (Posted March 21 at 3:07 p.m.)

Palo Alto choral group helping Japan through music

A local Japanese choral group that practices at Aldersgate United Meth-
odist Church in Palo Alto has made a YouTube video to muster aid, raise
awareness and bring comfort to the tragedy-stricken people of Japan.
(Posted March 20 at 10:48 a.m.

Want to get news briefs e-mailed to you every weekday?

Sign up for Express, our new daily e-edition.
Go to www.PaloAltoOnline.com to sign up. @xpress.
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South Palo Alto housing
proposal dealt a blow

Planning commission rejects plan for 26 homes at site of Peninsula Day Care

proposal to build 26 homes on
Athe site of a soon-to-be-closed

day care center in south Palo
Alto suffered a possibly fatal set-
back Wednesday night when the
city’s Planning and Transportation
Commission voted it down.

The plan by SummerHill Homes
called for the creation of a resi-
dential community at 525 San
Antonio Road, the present site of
Peninsula Day Care. The child
care center, which stands adjacent
to the Greendell neighborhood on
the city’s southern edge, is sched-
uled to close in two months after
37 years in operation.

SummerHill cited the area’s
proximity to the San Antonio Road
Caltrain station and the nearby
Charleston Shopping Center as
good reasons for building homes
at the 3-acre site. But after hear-
ing from skeptical residents from
the Greenmeadow and Greendell
neighborhoods, the commission
reached the opposite conclusion.

The commission voted 6-1, with
Eduardo Martinez dissenting, to
recommend that the City Council
deny SummerHill’s proposed zone
change. Commissioners cited a
variety of reasons, including the
area’s insufficient access to trans-
portation, a shortage of services in
the neighborhood and the recent
influx of dense housing develop-
ments in south Palo Alto.

The SummerHill proposal isn’t
nearly as dense as other projects
the city has approved in south Palo
Alto over the past decade. Un-
like recent developments such as
Altaire, Echelon and Arbor Real
(each of which has more than 70

by Gennady Sheyner

units), the SummerHill plan called
for a “low-density multiple-family
residential” zone that would allow
for 26 two-story homes.

After hearing community op-
position, the developer agreed to
reduce the number of houses to 23.
Seven of these would be one-story
homes that would serve as a buffer
zone between the development’s 16
two-story homes and Greendell’s
houses. The new plan was meant
to address concerns about privacy
from the Greendell and Green-
meadow neighborhoods, which
largely are composed of one-story
Eichler-style homes.

“It’s quite a low-impact residen-
tial development,” SummerHill
Vice President Katia Kamangar
told the commission. “We feel it is
appropriate in the context of adja-
cencies, access to retail and access
to transit.”

But the revisions weren’t enough
to sway the neighborhood residents,
about 40 of whom attended the
Wednesday meeting. Lisa Stein-
back of the Greenmeadow Com-
munity Association said members
of her group voted 60 to 3 to op-
pose the proposed zone change.

Recent housing projects and
zone changes in south Palo Alto
have “undermined the residents’
trust in the city’s commitment to
the Comprehensive Plan and zon-
ing ordinance,” Steinback said.

“Approval of this project would
exacerbate a critical problem of
unplanned housing development
that already is affecting south Palo
Alto schools, playing fields, space
availability and transportation sys-
tems,” she told the commission.

The city’s planning staff also
recommended the commission
reject SummerHill’s proposal for
a zone change. Planning Manager
Amy French noted in her report
the proposed development would
include a “relatively significant
population increase” and would
be located more than half a mile
from the Caltrain station. Based on
these factors, she wrote, the pro-
posed zone change is “inconsistent
with the council direction to focus
increased housing densities near
transit.”

Commissioner Arthur Keller,
who made the motion to reject the
project, agreed with most of the
speakers and called the site of the
development “not a good location
for high-density housing.” Keller
disputed SummerHill’s claims
that the area around San Antonio
Road is transit-friendly. He also ar-
gued the area doesn’t have enough
amenities to justify more develop-
ment.

“We’ve put (housing) in East
Meadow Circle, Bayshore and dif-
ferent places where there were no
amenities and no services nearby,”
Keller said. “Here’s another one
adding to that mix.”

SummerHill is not the only
party interested in developing
the San Antonio land. Last Octo-
ber, the Palo Alto Unified School
District expressed interest in ac-
quiring the property to meet the
needs of the city’s growing south-
ern population. m

Staff Writer Gennady Sheyner
can be e-mailed at gsheyner@
paweekly.com.

Parents

(continued from page 5)

that kids feel less supported and less
hopeful as they move into their teen
years.

Palo Alto’s results are a few points
above — but not significantly dif-
ferent from — results in other com-
munities throughout the county
and the nation, according to Anne
Ehresman of the nonprofit Project
Cornerstone, which helps schools
in Santa Clara County interpret the
survey data.

The Developmental Assets Sur-
vey, originally developed by the
Minneapolis-based Search Insti-
tute, has been taken by more than
one million students in hundreds
of communities, including 50,000
Santa Clara County students last
fall, Ehresman said.

Survey results can guide parents,
schools and youth-serving organi-
zations to change their behavior to
become “asset builders,” she said,
citing efforts in Los Gatos that
boosted students’ “asset levels” be-

tween 2007 and 2010.

Decades of analysis have estab-
lished that children who possess
higher asset levels tend to thrive,
while those with lower levels engage
in more high-risk behavior, Ehres-
man said.

Groups in Palo Alto, including the
City Council and the school district, ad-
opted the Developmental Assets model
last year in response to the suicides.

School board members and oth-
ers focused on different points in
the wealth of survey data presented
Tuesday, which showed some stu-
dents to be “thriving” while others
“vulnerable or at risk.”

Noting that 47 percent of high
school students are “vulnerable or
at risk” (defined as possessing 20
or fewer assets), Gunn parent Ken
Dauber said, “That’s a really high
number.

“If I had hair, my hair would be
on fire. This underlines the urgency
we continue to have in this commu-
nity.”

School board president Melissa
Baten Caswell offered a different
perspective.

“You can look at this as, ‘Oh my
God, my hair’s on fire, we’ve got a
huge problem,” or you can look at this
as an opportunity to do great things in
this community,” Caswell said.

“We’ve done (great things) before,
and we can do it again.”

Caswell challenged parents and
others to volunteer in upcoming
“community service days” — in-
cluding Paly’s March 31 Cesar
Chavez Day — using it as an op-
portunity to bond with teens.

“We could take this to heart
ourselves and ask, ‘What are we
doing personally on each of these
assets?’

“I don’t want to be preachy, but
I'm trying to live this model as
well.”

Amy Drolette, the school dis-
trict’s coordinator of student ser-
vices, said the survey data will be
studied by principals, PTA groups,
Project Safety Net and others in
the community and used to formu-
late action plans. m

Staff Writer Chris Kenrick can
be e-mailed at ckenrick@paweek-
ly.com.
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EDUCATION

Finding the positives in rejection

In rite of spring, Gunn, Paly students post college ‘nos’ for all to see

s college acceptances and
A rejections begin rolling in,

some students at Gunn High
School are sharing their rejections
for all to see on a makeshift “Wall
of Rejection.”

By mid-week, the wall facing
a well-trod Gunn hallway held a
growing number of “no” letters
from UCLA, Cal Poly and other
institutions.

With high tension over college
applications, the rejection wall
has become a cathartic — though
sometimes controversial — rite of
spring on many high school cam-
puses across the country.

Described as feeling like a con-
soling “group hug” by one recent
Gunn graduate, the rejection wall
was absent from its traditional
quad-facing location at Palo Alto
High School last year.

It will return this year, student
leaders say, but in a more regulated
format.

The term “rejection wall”” had some
“negative connotations that weren’t
really appropriate,” Senior Class
Vice-President John Brunett said.

“This year it’s not called a ‘rejec-
tion wall’ but a ‘colleges-missing-

by Chris Kenrick

out wall,”” Brunett said.

“We want to focus on the posi-
tive aspects — that people in a
very stressful environment in a
very stressful school can see that
it’s OK to fail and sort of take some
pride in that, have a community-
life feeling.”

Rather than taping up their own
rejections, as in the past, Paly stu-
dents are asked to drop off their

‘We want kids realizing
that rejection isn’t the

end of the world.’

—John Brunett,
senior, Palo Alto High

rejections, with names blacked
out, at the Student Activities Of-
fice, and others will handle the
posting.

Brunett said the new plan — as
well as the absence of a rejection
wall last spring — represents a
“group decision” on the part of stu-
dent leaders and administrators.

“A common description by stu-

dents for colleges rejecting them is
because they’re not good enough,
and that’s not the case. It’s because it
didn’t work out; they don’t have room
for that many qualified people.

“So I and the rest of (student
government) and the administra-
tion wanted this phrasing because
it’s really supposed to be a positive
experience, and we want kids real-
izing that rejection isn’t the end of
the world.”

Brunett said he hoped students
would begin submitting rejections
by the end of this week, and that
the wall would be launched next
week, after fliers from the school’s
career fair are taken down.

“Outraged” by the mysterious
absence of Paly’s rejection wall last
spring, editors of the student news-
paper The Campanile mounted
their own smaller version, taping
rejections facing out on the win-
dows of the journalism classroom,
Brunett said.

“But the windows are tinted and
Campanile was on the outskirts of
the campus, so not a lot of people
saw it and not a lot of letters were
posted,” he said.

In a Feb. 25 editorial, The Cam-

What’s happening here

Where: 420 Cambridge Ave.,
Palo Alto

What: Construction of Cambridge
Plaza — four 3-story, 1,500-
square-foot condominiums (3
bedrooms, 2.5 baths); one 1,500-
square-foot commercial con-
dominium; and a covered park-
ing garage. The retail space at
ground level is expected to house
personal services.

When: Through March 2012
Who: Clarum Homes, 599 Col-
lege Ave., Palo Alto

Cost: $1.81 million

Impact: Reduced parking on
Cambridge adjacent to the con-
struction site; intermittent deliver-
ies of construction materials and
equipment; some traffic slow-
down and pedestrian sidewalk
obstruction to accommodate
heavy-equipment movement.
Revenue: Annual property and
utility-user tax revenue for the
City of Palo Alto is estimated

at $5,600, plus an estimated
$10,600 one-time documentary
tax.

Of note: This is Palo Alto’s first
project in the Pedestrian Transit
Oriented District zone and is in-
tended to provide a walkable life-
style with access to mass transit
and groceries, restaurants and
services. Also, the building, on a
6,000-square-foot lot, will apply
for the environmental designation
of U.S. Green Building Council-
certified LEED Platinum. Each
unit will have a solar electric sys-
tem and solar hot-water-heating
system and a car stacker in the
garage, which will allow two cars
to park in one space. m

as they readied the parcel for construction. Below, an artist’s rendering
of Cambridge Plaza shows what the three-story building will look like.
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panile called for reinstatement of
the traditional rejection wall.

“With all the stress and pressure
to succeed embedded in life at
Paly, the rejection wall is a simple
yet effective way to show students
that it is okay to fail,” The Cam-
panile said.

“It is easy to attend Paly and as-
sume that every other student is
going to an Ivy League school, but
the rejection wall proves that this
is not the case.

“Many seniors feel alienated
and alone when rejected from their
first-choice schools, but the pres-
ence of a rejection wall unifies the
senior class and shows each stu-
dent that they are not alone in their

frustration.”

Since 1990, The Campanile has
published a list of seniors and their
college, or other, destinations in its
final issue each June. It plans to
continue this year.

Campanile advisor Esther
Wojcicki said the information is
not provided by the Paly admin-
istration but collected student by
student.

“Sometimes social-studies teach-
ers will let the kids fill out a form
that we make up,” Wojcicki said.

“Some kids don’t want to partici-
pate, and we honor that.” m

Staff Writer Chris Kenrick can
be e-mailed at ckenrick @paweek-
ly.com.

A round-up of

CityView

Palo Alto government action this week

tor Karen Kienzle. Action: None

brochure. Yes: Unanimous

speaker series. Yes: Unanimous

Public Art Commission (March 18)

Palo Alto Art Center: The commission heard a presentation from Art Center Direc-
Bliss sculpture: The commission voted to approve up to $300 for the April 22 dedi-
cation of the “Bliss in the Moment” sculpture. Yes: Unanimous

Brochures: The commission voted to allocate up to $1,500 for printing of its publicity

Artist lectures: The commission voted to allocate up to $1,500 for its annual artist

discussion on April 11. Action: None

attorney. Yes: Unanimous

City Council (March 21)

Compost: The council discussed the preliminary results of a feasibility study for a
proposed anaerobic-digestion facility at Byxbee Park. The council will continue the

Attorney: The council approved a contract with Molly Stump, Palo Alto’s new city

mous

Board of Education (March 22)

Internet services: The board authorized school district staff to negotiate a five-year
contract for a dark-fiber network at a cost not to exceed $1,138,260. Yes: Unani-

Student social-emotional health: The board discussed results of a “developmental
assets” survey administered to more than 4,000 district students last October. It
directed the superintendent to return with a plan to prioritize action regarding “sup-
porting school climate” in 2011-12. Action: None

Parks and Recreation Commission (March 22)
Bicycle plan: The commission heard updates on the ongoing Palo Alto Bicycle Plan,
the city’s Infrastructure Blue Ribbon Commission, and the capital-improvement
needs in the Community Services Department. Action: None

(March 23)

Planning and Transportation Commission

525 San Antonio Road: The commission voted to recommend denial of a proposal
by SummerHill Homes to rezone the site of Peninsula Day Care to “village residential”
(RM-15) to enable construction of 23 homes adjacent to the Greendell neighbor-
hood. Yes: Fineberg, Garber, Keller, Lippert, Tanaka, Tuma No: Martinez

stained: Lee

Abstained: Lee

@

Architectural Review Board (March 24)

Lucile Packard Children’s Hospital: The board approved the proposed design for
the Lucile Packard Children’s Hospital with the condition that the applicant make
adjustments to the signage. Yes: Lew, Malone Pritchard, Wasserman, Young Ab-

Stanford School of Medicine: The board approved the proposed renovations to a
building at the Stanford School of Medicine. The project is part of Stanford University
Medical Center’s expansion project. Yes: Lew, Malone Pritchard, Wasserman, Young

LET’S DISCUSS: Read the latest local news headlines
and talk about the issues at Town Square at PaloAltoOnline.com

Public Agenda

A preview of Palo Alto government meetings next week

CITY COUNCIL... The council has no meeting scheduled this week.

PLANNING AND TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION ... The commis-
sion plans to discuss the city’s capital-improvement program for the
fiscal years 2012-2016. The commission is also scheduled to discuss
the proposed draft Housing Element goals, policies and programs.
The meeting is scheduled for 4 p.m. on Wednesday, March 30, in the
Council Chambers at City Hall (250 Hamilton Ave.).
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SIGN UP FOR
CASTILLEJA SUMMER CAMP

Girls entering 2"-6" grade
CILT entering 8"-9"" grade

Session | - June 20™"-July 15%
Session Il - July 18"-August 11t
$1795 per session
www.castilleja.org/camp
Email: summercamp@castilleja.org
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Upfront

It Happened in Palo Alto

William “Bill” Walsh was born in Los Angeles on November 30, 1931. His
family moved often as his autoworker father sought work in the Depression. Bill
played halfback as a senior at Hayward High School, and played football at San
Mateo Community College and San Jose State. After marrying, getting a Master’s
in Physical Education, a teaching credential, and serving in the army, he was hired
as head football coach at Washington High in Fremont. The team had lost 26 of its
last 27 games, but Walsh, taking advantage of an increase in enrollment, devised
anew offensive scheme, mixing plays and using innovative pass patterns. Two
years later Walsh’s team won the league championship, a pattern he would repeat
through his career.

After being assistant coach at the University of California, Berkeley, Walsh was
defensive backfield coach at Stanford, his first association with it. He coached at
the professional football level with Oakland, Cincinnati, and San Diego until late
1976, when hired by Stanford as head coach. In 1977, Walsh coached Stanford to
an eight-win three-loss season and beat Louisiana State in the Sun Bowl. In 1978,
his team went 7-4 and beat Georgia in the Bluebonnet Bowl.

Walsh’s greatest fame was as head coach of the San Francisco 49ers. After a
2-14 season in 1978 the 49ers scored 70 more points under Walsh in 1979 and
ranked 6th in the National Football League in total offense. He led the 49ers to
the 1982 Super Bowl, the first in the franchise’s history, and won two more Super
Bowls until he retired after the 1988 season. Unexpectedly, Walsh returned to
Stanford as head coach in 1992, when he led Stanford to a 10-3 season and beat
Penn State in the Blockbuster Bowl. His last two seasons being unsuccessful, he
left coaching in 1994. After Walsh’s death in 2007, a memorial service was held at
Stanford’s Memorial Chapel.

Lana Ralston, Realtor®
650-776-9226
www.RalstonWorks.com
DRE # 01477598

Intero Real Estate Services

NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING
of the City of Palo Alto
Historic Resources Board

at 8:00 AM on Wednesday, April 6, 2011 in the Civic Center, Council
Chambers, 1st Floor, 250 Hamilton Avenue, Palo Alto, California. Any
interested persons may appear and be heard on these items.

STUDY SESSION

285 Quarry Road Hoover Pavilion Renovations [10PLN-00398]:
Request by Stanford Hospital and Clinics on behalf of The Board of
Trustees for the Leland Stanford Junior University for Historic Resources
Board review of exterior renovations to Hoover Pavilion, a component of
the Stanford University Medical Center Facilities Renewal and Replacement
Project. Existing Zone District: PF (Public Facilities).

Questions. If interested parties have any questions regarding the above
applications, please contact the Planning Division at (650) 329-2441. The
files relating to these items are available for inspection weekdays between
the hours of 8:00 AM to 12:00 PM and 1:00 PM to 4:00 PM and staff
reports will be available for inspection at 2:00 PM the Friday preceding
the hearing.

The City of Palo Alto does not discriminate against individuals with
disabilities. To request accommodations to access City facilities, services
or programs, to participate at public meetings, or to learn more about the
City’s compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 (ADA),
please contact the City’s ADA Coordinator at 650.329.2550 (voice) or by

e-mailing ada@cityofpaloalto.org.

Steven Turner, Advance Planning Manager

News Digest

City takes steps to reform ‘Palo Alto process’

Palo Alto officials plan to unveil new pilot projects at the Development
Center next month as part of a broad effort to improve customer service and
simplify the city’s notoriously laborious development process.

The City Council discussed the ambitious effort, known as “Blueprint for
a Development Center,” at its meeting March 21. While the city plans to start
adding personnel and making other permanent changes in July, Deputy City
Manager Steve Emslie told the council that one new Development Center
service will begin as soon as next month.

The pilot project would pair applicants with project managers who would
shepherd the proposed building or renovation plan through the city’s permit-
ting process. Project-management services would give customers a central
point of contact, Emslie said, avoiding the “runaround” — one of the De-
velopment Center’s often-cited customer-service problems.

Project managers would address concerns from simple requests for a
permit or information to more complex requests for approval of commercial
and residential plans.

The city has already tried this approach with several major applicants,
including a proposal to expand the Hewlett-Packard Co. headquarters, and
received positive feedback.

“I"'ve gone through the process before and after and having a project
manager has streamlined the process,” said Elinor Kumpf, the architect
behind the HP project. “The permit process will run smoothly, and I hope
all projects will get this kind of attention.” m

— Zohra Ashpari

Palo Alto’s compost dilemma deepens

The future of Palo Alto’s composting returned to the spotlight March 21
as more than 100 residents packed into City Hall to make their cases on
whether the city should build a waste-to-energy plant in Byxbee Park.

The fierce debate, which has pitted some of the city’s greenest residents
against one another, centers on a 9-acre site that currently houses the city’s
landfill and that is slated to become parkland when the landfill closes next
year. The landfill also includes the city’s composting operation, which
means the city would have to ship its compost elsewhere in about a year.

A coalition led by former Mayor Peter Drekmeier supports a new anaero-
bic digestion facility, which would convert yard trimmings, food scraps and
sewage sludge into energy. A group that includes conservationists Emily
Renzel, Tom Jordan and Enid Pearson, think the city should keep industrial
facilities away from local parks.

Last week, Drekmeier’s group submitted 6,000 signatures to the City
Clerk’s office to place the land-use issue on the November ballot. If voters
support the measure, the parkland would become eligible for hosting a new
anaerobic digestion facility.

After a discussion that lasted close to four hours, the council agreed to
return to the subject next month and give staff further direction. Staff and
Alternative Resources, Inc., plan to present a draft feasibility study in June
and to release the final study in the fall. m

— Gennady Sheyner

Parents, counselors discuss teen stress at forum

Many Palo Alto parents know that stress is part of their teens’ lives, but
spotting the difference between normal teen stress and potentially troubling
behavior can be a challenge, according to parents who attended an intimate
gathering with mental-health experts Tuesday night at Cubberley Com-
munity Center.

Sponsored by the nonprofit Adolescent Counseling Services, the event
was part of a series of community forums aimed to educate parents and
community members about how to better understand and care for teenagers.
Two counselors from Adolescent Counseling Services and two from Com-
munity Health Awareness Council in Mountain View spoke.

The phrase “stressed-out” in Palo Alto is a taboo term, said Roni Gillen-
son, Adolescent Counseling Services on-campus counseling director. With
the competition intense among peers, students may not even know they are
anxious or may not wish to admit it since they feel the expectations of a
high-performing culture, she said.

Gillenson advised parents with children who don’t display signs of stress
to not ask them directly of possible anxieties, which may lead to them
becoming quiet, but to pose questions concerning their well-being, such as
the amount of sleep they’ve been getting or how much time they’ve been
spending with friends.

Although some teens may not show stress, there are some who do. Warn-
ing signs may include obsession, irritability, procrastination or lack of re-
sponse, changes in eating habits, rebellious behavior and secretiveness.

Counselor Ursula Vogelsang of Community Health Awareness Council
named secretiveness, what she defined as a complete loss of interaction
between parent and teen, as the most dangerous.

Opening up and maintaining channels of communication with teens
about their emotional lives is key in preventing a stress breakdown, the
counselors said.

Editor’s note: Two videos, including 15 minutes of uncut footage from the
Sforum, can be seen at www.youtube.com. m

— Zohra Ashpari
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in January.

The “management specialist” desig-
nation is Keene’s tool to keep the city
running despite the recent flux. Typi-
cally, the council approves all the staff
positions in June, when it approves the
annual budget. The budget document
lists every General Fund position in
each department. If the city manager
wants to add a new position during the
year, he has to bring it back to the City
Council for approval — a process that
can take weeks.

Or, he can hire someone on a tem-
porary basis and designate that person
a “management specialist.”

In an interview this week, Keene
told the Weekly that the current
policy for hiring temporary manag-
ers causes problems in regards to
both transparency and recruitment.
One the one hand, citizens looking
at the city’s long list of management
specialists typically have no way of
knowing what exactly these people
do. On the other hand, newly hired
managers and professionals aren’t
always thrilled about carrying a rel-
atively meaningless, catchall title.

“When you're trying to bring
someone into the organization, you
want them to have a title that reflects
what they’re doing,” Keene told the
Weekly.

Interim City Attorney Donald Lar-
kin illustrated that point at a Dec. 14
meeting of the council’s Policy & Ser-
vices Committee. He told the com-
mittee that his office recently tried to
hire an employee to fill a temporary
vacancy after a deputy city attorney
left. But because the office wasn’t
allowed to hire a new deputy city at-
torney, the city had to hire a “man-
agement specialist” to fill in for the
deputy city attorney.

“I don’t know any lawyers that want
to put on their resumes ‘management
specialists,”” Larkin told the commit-
tee. “We'’re calling them deputy city
attorneys.

“They’re management specialists
on paper, but no one is calling them
management specialists.”

To deal with the problem, Keene
has proposed reforms to create more
flexibility for hiring temporary em-
ployees without having to use the
“management specialist” designa-
tion. Keene’s proposed reforms,
which have yet to be reviewed by the
full council, would allow him to as-
sign new managers and profession-
als other positions without explicit
council approval, provided that he
stays within the council-approved
budget.

He told the committee in Decem-
ber that given the city’s shrinking
staff and sizeable turnover, “We
need to have more flexibility than
we have now.”

Keene said the Human Resources
Department is now putting together
a specific recommendation, which he
hopes to bring to the Policy and Ser-
vices Committee in the next month
or two. He said he hopes to bring the
issue to the council and make the nec-
essary changes before the next fiscal
year begins on July 1. m

Staff Writer Gennady Sheyner
can be e-mailed at gsheyner@
paweekly.com.
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Greenmeadow

(continued from page 3)

It was she who quickly discovered
that something was amiss.

Rhoan told the Weekly that Allen
held on to his administrative access
until Jan. 31, his final day at the as-
sociation, and spent much of that day
cleaning up the data on the associa-
tion’s computer.

She said Allen told her just be-
fore leaving that he had ordered
checks and equipment. When the
items didn’t arrive, Rhoan said she
e-mailed Allen on Feb. 3 to ask
about them. He responded about a
week later with a brief e-mail that
she described as “snappy” and that
didn’t provide the information she
was seeking.

In another case, Rhoan said she
asked Allen about two payments
that he signed off on to a new bank.
Allen said he made an error.

Rhoan said she also noticed that
many of his reported expenses were
based on estimates rather than in-
voices. This included estimates for
fitness equipment and for a sand-
filtration system meant for a giant
swimming pool.

Another red flag was raised when
the association received a letter from
a bank acknowledging the associa-
tion’s change of address for mailed
statements. The fact that the asso-
ciation never requested an address
change made her suspicious, Rhoan
said.

Rhoan said she alerted the asso-
ciation’s board of directors about the
financial irregularities just after she
noticed them. Association officials
initially thought the damage was
limited to $5,000 or $7,500, she said,
but they soon found other examples
of inaccurate accounting.

“Once we found one error, we
began looking through everything,”
Rhoan said.

In 2009, the association’s credit
card spending totaled about $20,000,
but in 2010, that sum ballooned to
$90,000, Giffen said.

The discovery began with “a few
items of a questionable nature,” in-
cluding a $500 charge to Walgreens,
he said.

“There were no records or details
of the credit-card bills. Once we
were able to get the credit-card state-
ments, the majority of the expendi-
tures were of a personal nature, and
we contacted the police,” he said.

Allen voluntarily came to the po-
lice department for questioning, but
he was not arrested, Giffen said. The
association provided police with “an
enormous amount of detail” regard-
ing the embezzlement, he said. No
charges have yet been filed.

Residents expressed shock and
disappointment regarding the theft,
but most were supportive of the as-
sociation’s efforts, he said.

“We are all sad and disappointed
about this turn of events, but Green-
meadow has always pulled together
to solve problems. I have no doubt
we’ll get through this just fine,”
Penny Ellson said.

“There was a consensus that he is
responsible and shouldn’t walk away
from this. We’re looking at options
to recoup the money. We hope to
recover the loss. We’ll see what the

District Attorney has to say about
potential restitution,” Giffen said. It
is also possible that restitution could
be made through the credit-card
company, he said.

Giffen said he attempted to con-
tact Allen a number of times and
was never successful.

“His behavior after leaving Green-
meadow indicated that he had al-
most no concept that he had done
anything wrong,” he said.

Allen expressed remorse in his let-
ter to the association and pledged to
take “full responsibility.”

“Words cannot express to you
how remorseful I am,” he wrote. “I
plan on taking the appropriate legal
and emotional steps in resolving the
damage that I have done.”

Meanwhile, the association’s
finance committee is looking at
available technology to provide
transparency in bookkeeping. Other
members at Tuesday’s meeting of-
fered ideas on policy and practices
that could help prevent future thefts,
Giffen said.

“The community really came to-
gether. ... It’'s moments like this that

define a community. Does it tear
you apart or bring you together?”
Giffen said. m

Staff Writers Gennady Sheyner
and Sue Dremann can be e-mailed
at gsheyner@paweekly.com and
sdremann @paweekly.com.

Help us
rescue
lives In
Japan.

Go to
www.rescue.org/altweeklies

Weekly

A fundraising effort

by the Association of
Alternative Newsweeklies
and the Palo Alto Weekly

stanForD LIVELY
ARTS

CALDER QUARTET
W/ GLORIA CHENG, PIANO

2010 — 2011

2

WED / MAR 30 / 8 PM DINKELSPIEL AUDITORIUM

Grammy-winner Cheng joins the Calders in program of
Shostakovich, Rouse (Bay Area premiere) and more.

CARDUCCI STRING QUARTET

SUN / APR 3 / 2:30 PM DINKELSPIEL AUDITORIUM

Britain’s lauded Carducci performs Arlene Sierra
(US premiere) plus Beethoven and Dvorak.

PLUS: Mingus Big Band (APR 13), St. Lawrence
String Quartet (MAY 1) AND MORE!

TICKETS: livelyarts.stanford.edu | 650-725-ARTS

Gpsprregs—

I

FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH, UCC

1985 Louis Road, Palo Alto ¢ (650) 856-6662 ¢ www.fccpa.org
F Sunday Worship and Sunday School at 10:00 a.m.
I

Rev. Dr. Eileen Altman preaching
An Open and Affirming Congregation of the United Church of Christ

This Sunday:
Water Cooler Talk

All are
welcome.

For info:
723-1762

Stanford Memorial Church
University Public Worship
Sunday, March 27, 10:00 am

Helping Samaritans
Rev. Dr. C. George Fitzgerald

Featuring music by University Organist,
Dr. Robert Huw Morgan

http://religiouslife.stanford.edu

A resource for special events and ongoing religious
services. To inquire about or make space reservations
for Inspirations, please contact

Blanca Yoc at 223-6596
or email byoc@paweekly.com

INSPIRATIONS

Weekly

-,

FEATURING

LOUV

Author ol
Last Child in The Woods
& The Malure Principle

It's 0r Nature!

Award Winning Author

RICHARD

Bringing
nature
nearby,
one free
at a time.
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ELKS LODGE
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Upfront

Taxes

(continued from page 3)

51,963 tax returns volunteers pre-
pared, according to Rob Nerrie, site
coordinator at JobTrain in Menlo
Park, which is one of 211 Bay
Area sites. The program started in
Alameda County in 2003 with 14

CATEGORIES

* PORTRAITS  BAY AREA IMAGES o

* VIEWS BEYOND THE BAY AREA 4
NEW: DIGITAL SUBMISSIONS ONLY !
ENTRY DEADLINE: April 8, 2011 i

ENTRY FORM AND RULES AVAILABLE AT www.PaloAltoOnline.com I

locations, he said.

People often don't realize they can
earn income credits and credits for be-
ing single-family heads of households
with dependents, he said.

One such credit, the federal
Earned Income Tax Credit, is the
nation’s largest benefits program
for working families. It can boost
the annual income of a low-wage

\ '[

-

worker by 10 percent, according to
the United Way.

The credit is often overlooked
by commercial tax preparers, but
Earnlt!Keeplt!Savelt! volunteers are
trained to identify eligible taxpayers,
Nerrie said.

The savings can be significant, Bat-
son said.

“A family of five making $12,000
to $25,000 can receive a $5,600 re-
fund. I saw a family with a $20,000
income that got $9,000 back last
year,” she said.

The program also keeps financially
vulnerable clients in need of immedi-
ate cash out of the hands of predatory
lenders, Nerrie said. Some commer-
cial tax preparers try to sell refund-
anticipation loans that advance cash
before the tax refund comes in.

“The loans can carry up to 300 per-
cent interest on your money,” he said.

But Earnlt!Keeplt!Savelt! volun-
teers help clients who have never
had a bank account to set up direct-
deposit accounts so that refunds
quickly arrive. Someone filing their
taxes online today would have their
money by April 1, he said.

The program is approved and moni-
tored by the Internal Revenue Service,
Nerrie said. Volunteers receive about
five days of training and have a thick
instruction manual at the ready while
preparing the tax returns one-on-one
with the client.

For volunteers such as Kay, the
work is immediately satisfying,
he said.

“The last gal I helped here said, ‘I
need the money’ and she got a nice
refund. It makes me feel good that she
walks away happy.”

Kay said he did his own taxes years
ago and began doing tax returns for
friends who were afraid of numbers or
who were not as computer savvy.

Some filings are simple; others take
two hours.

The news isn’t always good,
however. Some people don’t real-
ize they’ll owe on unemployment
benefits; others whose homes were
foreclosed on will have the sale sum
count as income, and that can mean
thousands of dollars in taxes that
they don’t have, he said.

Madhu Mehta, another retired en-
gineer, volunteered at another fed-

eral tax-prep program in Houston,
Texas, before coming to California.
The area was exceedingly impov-
erished, filled with little shacks
on stilts that were raised to avoid
flooding, he said. But he could still
give hope to people making only
$3,000 to $4,000 a year by finding
tax credits that could put money in
their pockets, he said.

“It was a big awakening,” he
added.

One client this year sticks in his
mind:

“She had a good job before at an
airline and is out of work. She had
an apartment and had to leave it and
move in with friends. Now she is the
head of her household.

“I told her that she had a signifi-
cant amount of a refund. She was so
shocked when she saw that number.
She was thrilled,” he said.

Eligible persons for the program
can locate an Earnlt!Keeplt!Savelt!
site by calling 211 or 800-358-
8832. m

Staff Writer Sue Dremann
can be e-mailed at sdremann@
paweekly.com.

numbered photo:

* Media
 Date of art piece
* Title of art piece, if any

CALL FOR ARTISTS
SUBMITTAL DEADLINE: APRIL 22,2011, 5:00 P.M.
Submit To: callforartists@mountainview.gov

The City of Mountain View’s Visual Arts Commiittee is seeking solo artists or artist collectives to exhibit public
art in the lobby of the Center for the Performing Arts for the 2012-13 season.

The rotating exhibits are approximately nine weeks in length and are viewed by thousands of people visiting
and attending shows at the Center for Performing Arts. The Committee particularly wants to encourage exhibits
by professional artists or collectives and only media that can be hung on the exhibition walls will be accepted
for this space. The City will provide insurance, installation and offer a small stipend to help defray transporta-
tion and/or shipping costs. Site visits to the Center for Performing Arts Lobby are encouraged in order for the
artist(s) to get an idea of the exhibition space. The lobby is open on Monday, Wednesday & Friday from 12pm
to 1pm and one hour prior to every public performance. All exhibited artwork will now be sold through the
Center for Performing Arts Box Office for a 20 percent commission. In addition, credit card and debit card
processing fees will be deducted from the sales price. Further, the City of Mountain View does not collect sales
tax on the sale of merchandise and the artist is responsible for all taxes due on any sale of art by the City. All sale
and delivery arrangements will be made by the Center for Performing Arts staff with buyers.

All submittals should include the following:
1. A one-page résumé in PDF format, titled Last name First name
2. 10 digital photos in JPEG format, numbered 1 through 10.
(72 dpi, 600 x 800 and no larger than 10 MB total for all images). A minimum of five (5) of the 10 digital
photos must be of art that would be exhibited; the remaining 5 photos may be samples of other past works.
3. An inventory list in PDF format that provides the following information that correlates with each

» Dimensions of all art pieces (to be exhibited & past works)

CITY OF MOUNTAIN VIEW

brochure is available at Gryphon.

(g e G s Sy

Carol McComb's "Starting to Play" workshop includes

the FREE use of a Loaner Guitar for the duration

of the classes.* Regular cost is just $160 for nine
weeks of group lessons, and all music is included.

*"Starting to Play" meets for one hour each Monday night for nine weeks
beginning March 28". Students are encouraged to bring their own guitar,
but both nylon-string and steel-string loaner guitars are available.

Other classes at more advanced levels are also offered. A full

Stringed Instruments
Since 1969

650:493-2131
211 Lambert Ave. ¢ Palo Alto, CA 94306

www.gryphonstrings.com

Please join us on

10:00 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.

Deborah’s Palm, a Non-Profit Women’s Community Center,
located in downtown Palo Alto, presents a forum entitled:

MONEY MATTERS:

TAKING CHARGE OF YOUR FINANCES

Saturday, March 26, 2011

We will discuss such topics as:

— Money Matters: Myths and Meanings

The Visual Arts Committee asks that all work considered for exhibition be appropriate for the space, both in size
and subject matter. The Committee reserves the right to combine one or more artist’s work into one exhibition
if size of artwork is too small to fit the exhibition space on its own. The Committee also reserves the right to
visit any chosen artist at their studio to review their work prior to exhibition. For dimensions of the exhibit space
please refer to the schematic listed on our website under “Announcements” at www.mountainview.gov.

Do not send any materials not specifically requested as part of this application; e.g., drawings, videos, catalogs,
binders, etc. They will not be considered as part of your application packet and will not be reviewed by the
selection panel. The City of Mountain View is not responsible for loss or damage to material. Incomplete
entries will not be reviewed.

ALL SUBMITTALS WILL BECOME THE PROPERTY OF THE CITY OF MOUNTAIN VIEW AND
WILL NOT BE RETURNED.
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— Surviving in this Economy
— Tips for a Workable Spending Plan
— Investing Fundamentals

— Planning for Retirement and Beyond

555 Lytton Avenue, Palo Alto | 650 475-0664 | deborahspalm.org

This event is free and open to the public. We hope you can join us!

DEBORAH'S “PALM




Transitions

Oneida ‘Mother’ Branch

Oneida “Mother” Branch, 92,
who for years
collected and
provided food
and clothing
for East Palo
Alto’s needy,
died of natural
causes March
22,2011.

She was born in New Orleans,
La., in 1918 and spent her teenage
years in Chicago, I11. She moved to
California in the 1950s with her hus-
band, the late Rev. James Branch,
to co-found the St. John Missionary
Baptist Church on Bay Road in East
Palo Alto.

Soon after moving to East Palo
Alto she became involved with help-
ing those in need, offering shelter,
food and clothing to impoverished
families.

“She never was a rich woman but
she never turned anyone away. If
she didn’t have what they needed,
she located it,” great-granddaughter
Kymia Crum said.

Eventually she founded the East
Palo Alto Community Service Cen-
ter, running it from her home and
getting other churches, schools and
businesses involved with collecting
and donating supplies for the poor,
especially during the holidays.

“She brought the city together.
She was an outstanding woman. I
never met anyone like her,” Crum
said.

“We as a family will most defi-
nitely try to keep the center going.”

She is survived by three sons: Er-
win Babney, Whitney Babney and
Nate Branch; 18 grandchildren; and
33 great-grandchildren.

A memorial service will be
planned at a later date. The fam-
ily asked that donations be sent to

Jones Mortuary, 660 Donohoe St.,
East Palo Alto.

Ralph Kohn

Ralph Charles Kohn, 93, who
managed Kepler’s bookstore in
Menlo Park from the late 1960s to
1997, died Feb. 23, 2011.

Born in Oak s
Park, Ill., he
was the oldest
of three chil-
dren. He gradu-
ated from Cor-
nell College in
Iowa.

According to
his daughter, Twink Stern, he de-
tested war and became a conscien-
tious objector during World War II,
spending the years working on the
East Coast with children who had
special needs. There he met life-
long friends Roy Kepler and George
Haight and formed a network of
peace activists who spent their later
years in California.

Following the war, he joined the
Merchant Marines on a freighter and
worked as a ship hand. He traveled
to Europe, Africa and the Far East.
This experience had a lasting effect
on him, and he savored these years
of exposure to people and politics,
the family said.

When Roy Kepler asked him to
manage one of two Kepler’s book-
stores, he jumped at the chance
to move to California. His family
said he was proud to work in the
Menlo Park store, largest paperback
bookstore on the West Coast at that
time.

He found a home on Cloud Av-
enue in Menlo Park and enjoyed
sharing ideas with locals such as the
family of Joan Baez, as well as Ira
Sandperl and Nick Simon.

He and his wife Irene became

HELLER IMMIGRATION LAw GROUP

Employment-based, Family/Marriage & Investor Visas

A Full-Service Immigration Law Firm
Serving the SF Bay Area & Silicon Valley for 25+ years
PERM Labor Certification - EB1/NIW Self-Petitions
Green Cards, H1B and Work Permits
- Engineers, IT/Computer fields, Scientists/Researchers
HR/Corporate, Business & Individual Clients

Free Attorney Consult!
650.424.1900 = greencard1.com = heller@greencard1.com

the keepers of Kepler’s traditions,
and each summer, hosted a taco
party at their home so that former
employees of the store could catch
up with the extended family of Ke-
pler’s people.

He and his wife enjoyed driving
all over California and Canada, and
to Mexico, the family said. They
also traveled to Europe and Viet-
nam.

He stopped working at the book-
store after having a stroke in 1997.

The family expressed thanks to
caregiver Lya Vale Cruz and Heart-
land Hospice for their care for him
during his final years.

He is survived by his wife, Irene
Myers Stern Kohn; her children,
Twink Stern and James Stern; five
grandchildren; 14 great-grandchil-
dren; and his youngest sister, Shir-
ley Kohn.

A memorial service will be held
Saturday, April 9, at 2 p.m. at the
Palo Alto Friends Meeting House,
957 Colorado Ave. in Palo Alto.

The family prefers donations to
“10 Books a Home,” which provides
free in-home and in-school literacy
services to children in East Palo

Introducing

Lasting
Memories

An online directory
of obituaries and
remembrances.
Search obituaries,
submit a memorial,
share a photo.

Alto. Donations may be mailed to Visit:
1735 Woodland Ave., Suite 11, East PaloAltoOnline.com/
Palo Alto, CA 94303; or made on- obituaries

line at 10booksahome.org.
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www.josefboutique.com
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Paul L. Rice

Paul L. Rice passed away on March 9, 2011 at his home in Palo Alto at
the age of 84. A memorial service will be held at First Lutheran Church,
Palo Alto, on April 16, 2011 at 2:00 p.m.

Mr. Rice was born on November 24, 1926 in the London Borough of
Croydon, England and attended King Edward VI Aston School. On the
eve of World War II in 1939, he was evacuated with the school to the
country location of Ashby-de-la-Zouch in Leicestershire. He joined the
Air Training Corps but the war concluded before he could pilot an Avro
Lancaster bomber on which he trained. In 1949, he earned a degree in
electrical engineering from Birmingham City University while under a
student apprenticeship with the General Electric Company, Ltd. After
graduation, he moved to Bournemouth, England where he opened an
electrical equipment business, and also became a magician and member
of the British Magical Society — the oldest fraternity of its kind in the
world.

In 1951, Mr. Rice sailed into New York harbor on the RMS Caronia
en route to Toronto, Canada where he assumed the position of general
manager of the Sylvania manufacturing operation. In 1959, he moved to
Chicago, IL to join The Pritzker Group. His work took him to locations
in North America and Europe, and included an assignment related
to the opening of the Ricky’s Hyatt House in Palo Alto. He joined
IIT Research Institute in 1963 and formed Associated Management
Engineers in 1969, where his management consulting included work
for the city of Chicago with the late Mayor Richard J. Daley. He was a
founding member of the Institute of Management Consultants.

Mr. Rice moved to California in 1979 and joined the product
consulting firm GVO, Inc. as administrative vice president. He became
general manager of the west coast office of design firm Dave Ellies and
Associates in 1982.

In retirement, Mr. Rice authored the book “Timesource,” published
in 1989 by Ten Speed Press, pursued his hobby of HO-scale model-
making, and took particular pleasure in exploring the English language
and American life with scholars from Korea, Japan, and Italy who visited
Stanford University.

Mr. Rice was married to Beryl Gummay for 17 years, until her passing,
and is survived by his wife of 31 years, the former Joyce Anne Rock, and
his son, Peter Allen Rice, of Bradenton, FL.

In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions may be made to the
following: Music Fund of First Lutheran Church, 600 Homer Avenue
Palo Alto, CA 94301 or Friends of the Palo Alto Library, 4000 Middlefield
Road, Palo Alto, CA 94306
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Answers to this week’s puzzles, which can be found on page 52
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Fresh news

@Xp r@SS delivered daily

Today'’s news, sports & hot picks

Sign up today
www.PaloAltoOnline.com

CONSTRUCTION

LANDSCAPING

MEDICAL/DENTAL

EDUCATION

FAMILY-FRIENDLY

WORLD IMPACT

RELATIONSHIPS

You can make a difference in the Bay...

Lompassion
D0WEEKEND

APRIL 2-3, 2011

Join with thousands as we set aside one weekend to serve
others in our community. Volunteer today to make a difference!

MENLO PARK
PRESBYTERIAN

CHURCH

' CHURGCH

Acampus of Menla Park Presbylerian Church

www.CompassionWeekend.org
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Editorial
A growing school
movement

Deep concerns over the emotional health of our kids
demand stronger leadership from school officials

sympathetic but defensive school board did little Tuesday night
Ato reassure concerned parents that they shared their alarm about

an academic and achievement culture in Palo Alto that is threat-
ening the health of our teens.

Instead, the board and Superintendent Kevin Skelly focused
on the good work that is already underway and the obstacles
to responding any more quickly in the face of other district
priorities.

It is inevitable that some parents, especially those whose
lives have been directly impacted by the teen suicides of the
last two years, will never be satisfied that the district is moving
fast enough.

But what the school board and Skelly do not seem to
acknowledge is that a large and growing number of parents,
including those of academically high-achieving kids, are
questioning the competitive and stressful culture we are all
responsible for having created in our community.

Challenging this culture is very threatening to all those who
embrace it and whose policies contribute to it. It leads to the
uncomfortable posturing witnessed at Tuesday’s meeting, where
school board members and Skelly come across as unresponsive
and bogged down in their bureaucratic policies, procedures and
jargon.

We don’t for a second believe that our school officials are as
insensitive as they appear. They correctly point to a number of
initiatives, including the just-completed student survey aimed
at assessing how well fifth-graders, seventh-graders and high
school students are doing by measuring their development of 40
“assets” that have been shown to foster emotional health.

They deserve credit for embracing the Project Safety
Net program, which issued an outstanding report and
recommendations last summer and is the focal point for
community collaboration on addressing concerns over teen
stress and health.

But the school board and Superintendent Skelly keep missing
opportunities to demonstrate they aren’t as tone-deaf as they
appear, and to truly lead our community.

At both board and community meetings, they find
themselves trying to convince concerned parents that much
is being done rather than clearly articulate how we as a
school community will discuss and reconcile the desire of
some parents for the most rigorous and competitive academic
environment possible and the belief of others that we need to
redefine success and implement policies to impose limits on
things like AP classes, homework and school projects.

In compelling remarks at Tuesday’s meeting, former Paly
parent Karen Kang called on district officials to make PAUSD
a national model for reinventing the school culture in an
achievement-oriented community.

She quoted her 24-year old daughter, who wrote “Getting
A’s, being in AP classes, doing extracurricular activities and
attending a prestigious college was all part of the religion of
achievement.

“The five years I spent under the spell of this religion of
achievement were a complete waste — I spent my time working
hard at what I didn’t care about, got physical and mental
problems, and was extremely miserable. I’ve had to put every
ounce of my energy for the past few years unlearning those
backward lessons I learned as a student in Palo Alto.”

Such stories abound, and Palo Alto parents are bravely
starting to share them, only to discover that many others have
had similar experiences.

To be sure, the problem is much bigger than the school
system and it’s not fair to expect the school board or
administration to unilaterally “fix” it. The entire community
must take responsibility, including parents, students and
teachers, as well as the college application imbroglio.

It will take bolder and more courageous leadership if we are
to succeed in redefining our school culture.

But as one of the most respected school districts in the
nation, we can have an enormous national impact if we really
commit ourselves. It is especially important that admissions
deans from elite colleges hear our voices and be engaged in
seeking change.

Could there be a more perfect district — the one that
educates the kids of Stanford faculty — to lead this movement?
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ditorials, letters and opinions

Spectrum

Alma project
Editor,

There is no justification for Palo
Alto to allow the five-story building
proposed for 335-355 Alma St. At 64-
feet tall plus 15 feet for utilities, the re-
sulting 79-foot concrete edifice would
loom over all surrounding buildings on
its tiny little lot. Hundreds more cars
will clog up the streets and neighbor-
hood. We hardly need yet another cafe
in the downtown area. And our local
schools, fields and infrastructure are
already overtaxed from the more than
3,800 housing units that have been built
or approved in Palo Alto over the past
decade, so we hardly need five more.

This building is designed to maxi-
mize developer profits and elicit sup-
port from special interests. They have
added housing to appease those advo-
cates, even throwing in one below-mar-
ket-rate unit. They add retail to appease
those who want tax revenue. And the
starting size of this project is so huge
that even if the developer cuts it in half,
it will still be too big and they will still
make huge profits.

Palo Alto talks about wanting to be
a sustainable city and then proceeds to
overtax its infrastructure and deplete
natural resources with huge energy us-
ing and environmentally destructive
developments that are turning the city
into a cement and asphalt centered so-
ciety. These huge urban developments
are not what most residents in Palo Alto
want. Any use for this site should be
based on its previous use and size. In
this case it should be a neighborhood
oriented business of appropriate size
and scope.

This proposed monstrosity is not
wanted or needed.

Tina Peak
Palo Alto Avenue
Palo Alto

Enrollment issues
Editor,

Past issues of the Weekly noted
PAUSD school enrollment is increas-
ing by numbers that were not predicted
by the usual and customary housing
turnover and population data as previ-
ously projected.

An article on page 3 and the edito-
rial in the March 11 Weekly indicated
the district “must be prepared for as
many as 568 new students in the next
five years.”

Camille Townsend asked, “Could
it be as simple” as “seeing all the new
houses, or seeing all the new develop-
ments by the JCC?”

Does Ms. Townsend really know
how many school-age children live in
the new JCC apartments? Could it be
there are more senior citizens living in
those apartments than school-age fami-
lies? Has she done a survey of the JCC
apartments?

Could it be, Ms. Townsend, the en-
rollment is increasing in south Palo
Alto because students attend PAUSD
schools that do not actually live in the
city of Palo Alto? Address given may
actually be business, for example, res-
taurants.

Despite the district’s registration
policy, I ask if the district knows how
many students who attend Palo Alto
schools (in the south part of town) ac-
tually live in Palo Alto? Does a teacher
or counselor try to reach a parent by
phone only to find the phone has been
disconnected, is out of service and/or
the parent is unknown by the person
answering the phone? How many atten-
dance officers actually go to addresses
to confirm students live in the address
that is indicated on the registration?

Joan Reid
Embarcadero Road
Palo Alto

Alhouse remembered
Editor,

While I didn’t know Bill Alhouse
well, I knew who he was. He was the
man who helped create Palo Alto Little
League when I was 11 years old. All
these years later, I know he helped to
make my life better.

In 1951 he joined Howard Bertelsen,
Frank Pfyl and Ed and Bernie Hoffaker
to create Palo Alto Little League. To do
the homework, file the papers, create
the concept, raise the money, build the
new Little League park, and then coach
the kids.

I played for Palo Alto Sport Shop.
Bill Alhouse’s team, sponsored by
Floyd Lowe Realty, was the enemy. But

issues of local interest.

with teen stress?

cepted.

time, day or night.

YOUR TURN

The Palo Alto Weekly encourages comments on our coverage or on
What do you think? Are Palo Alto schools doing enough to deal

Submit letters to the editor of up to 250 words to letters@paweekly.com.
Include your name, address and daytime phone number so we can reach you.
We reserve the right to edit contributions for length, objectionable content, libel
and factual errors known to us. Anonymous letters will generally not be ac-

You can also participate in our popular interactive online forum, Town
Square, at our community website at www.PaloAltoOnline.com. Read
blogs, discuss issues, ask questions or express opinions with you neighbors any

Submitting a letter to the editor or guest opinion constitutes a granting of
permission to the Palo Alto Weekly and Embarcadero Media to also publish it
online, including in our online archives and as a post on Town Square.

For more information contact Editor Jocelyn Dong or Online Editor Tyler Hanley
at editor@paweekly.com or 650-326-8210.

I always knew that he was our friend,
too.

The first official season was played
in 1951 at El Camino Park, just north of
the Palo Alto train station, and across
from the current Stanford Shopping
Center. Our team, Palo Alto Sport
Shop, won most of the time but he was
respectful and he was fair.

Some of the best-known first-year
players included 12-year-olds Noel
Barnes and Dennis Brewick, both of
whom later starred at the University
of California; Bob Wendell, who cap-
tained Cal’s national-championship
basketball team; Frank Farmer, who
played at Paly before signing a profes-
sional baseball contract; and 11-year-
old Ted Tollner, who played football
and baseball at Cal Poly and became a
successful head football coach at USC
and San Diego State, and professional
coach with the Bills, Forty-Niners and
Raiders.

The next year we played at the brand-
new Little League park on Middlefield
road that was patterned after Stanford’s
famed sunken diamond and is still used
today, nearly 60 years later.

Thanks to Bill Alhouse, for his gen-
erous gift to so many people. Thanks
for these memories.

Don McPhail
Hope Street
Mountain View




Check out Town Square!

Hundreds of local topics are being discussed by local residents on
Town Square, a reader forum sponsored by the Weekly on our com-
munity website at www.PaloAltoOnline.com. Post your own comments,
ask questions, read the Editor’s blog or just stay up on what people are
talking about around town!

Guest Opinion

How Caltrain’s GO Pass program will help Stanford Hospital

by Yoriko Kishimoto

y bedtime read-
ing recently
included the

environmental analy- |
sis for the Stanford
Medical Center expan-
sion project. This is an
important project that
almost everyone sup-
ports — but the biggest
challenge has been how
the expansion can take place without adding
horrendous traffic to the region. Caltrain and
its GO Pass Program hold, simply put, the key
to this expansion.

The Caltrain GO Pass program is an em-
ployer-sponsored program that offers employ-
ees unlimited rides on Caltrain. Participating
employers pay $155 per eligible employee per
year.

Stanford University (the university itself,
not including Medical Center) employs 15,300
workers and purchases 10,100 GO Passes a
year. The success of this has been amazing. It
was first offered in 2002 to Stanford University
employees when only 4 percent used Caltrain.
This went up to 12 percent by 2004. In 2005,
the Baby Bullet service began, which reduced
travel time. By 2006, the percentage of univer-
sity employees who used Caltrain rocketed to
16 percent, and by 2008 to 20 percent.

Stanford Medical Center currently has
10,000 employees and they have not offered
GO Passes. In 2006, only 3.6 percent used
Caltrain. Although the hospital is a 24-hour
operation, 77 percent of day-shift employees
arrive during morning commute hours and
65 percent of them live in cities serviced by
Caltrain.

The GO Pass would cost the hospital $2.25
million per year, which includes $1.8 million
for Caltrain plus $450,000 for additional shut-
tle operations. There would be a $2 million
capital expenditure for the purchase of new
shuttles as well.

Let’s compare this to Google. According
to the analysis, Google also has about 10,000
employees at its main campus. The company
operates 50 buses, serving about 20 percent of
their employees. Annual operating costs are
estimated to be $8.1 million per year. Plus, at
$500,000 per bus (non-hybrid), the amortized
capital cost is estimated at $2.6 million per
year. Compared to the $2.25 million for Cal-
train plus Marguerite, the dedicated bus option
is $10.7 million per year, or four times more
expensive.

Caltrain’s time-efficient Baby Bullet ser-
vice is also cost-efficient for large employers
near Caltrain. Stanford originally justified its
alternative transportation investments by com-
paring them to the costs of providing parking
spaces on campus, let alone impact on the sur-
rounding communities and street network. In
this age of fiscal and global climate crises, we
need more Caltrain service, not less.

Thanks to the outpouring of concern about
potential drastic cutbacks to Caltrain, which
is threatening to stop all service to Gilroy and
half a dozen stations between San Francisco
and San Jose and all mid-day and early-morn-
ing/late-evening service, our elected officials
are working hard behind the scenes. The hope
today is that by the next Caltrain board meet-
ing April 7, the outlines of a two-year package
will come together between the three county
transit agencies and Metropolitan Transporta-
tion Commission (MTC), the regional trans-
portation authority. The package will call for

shared sacrifices from each agency and from
Caltrain and its riders.

As Stanford’s case study shows, Caltrain
provides a cost-effective transportation solu-
tion that would cost many times more for any
alternative solution, whether they are more
buses or double-decker highways.

Although we are hopeful that a two-year res-
cue package might come together, the far more
daunting challenge is to create momentum and
develop a framework for a permanent funding
source for Caltrain and also to work towards
a more sustainable symbiosis with the com-
munities and businesses it serves.

As the “orphan” transit agency that is top-
performing in farebox recovery and rising
ridership but with no dedicated funding, it has
been the canary in the mine for the strains and
crises facing all government agencies today:
the twin fiscal and climate crises.

Here are a few forums to get that discussion
going:

* There is a series of workshops coming
up sponsored by MTC and the other regional
agencies to get the public thinking about lega-
cies, good and bad, that Bay Area leaders of
the past have left us and our alternative futures.
Go to OneBayArea.org to sign up: There is one
at 5:30 p.m. at Microsoft in Mountain View.

e The Silicon Valley Leadership Group,
with support from the Friends of Caltrain,
will host a series of town hall meetings to get
ideas for long-term solutions for Caltrain. The
Mid-peninsula meeting will be held April 20
in Redwood City’s City Hall at 6 p.m.

e The Loma Prieta Chapter of the Sierra
Club is working with partners to put on a se-
ries of forums to invite community leaders to
integrate economic, environmental and social
factors towards an integrated Healthy Com-

munity vision.

There are also exciting initiatives taking
place for wildlife corridors and watershed
planning as well: the living “infrastructure”
that supports our economies and makes it so
attractive to live in the Bay Area.

Gary Snyder, our great California poet,
wrote: What is “California?” It is, after all,
a recent human intervention with many hasty
straight-line boundaries that were drawn with
a ruler on a map. ... A bioregional perspec-
tive gives us the imagination of a citizenship
in something beyond politically designated
space. It gives us the imagination of a citi-
zenship in a place . . . which has valley oaks
and migratory waterfowl as well as humans
among its members. Watershed consciousness
and bioregionalism are not just a form of envi-
ronmentalism or just a political program, but a
move toward resolving both nature and society
with the practice of a profound citizenship in
both worlds. If the ground can be our common
ground, we can begin to talk to each other (hu-
man and nonhuman) again.”

The crisis of Caltrain and the sum total of
California’s fiscal, environmental, and social
challenges and opportunities forces us to liter-
ally step outside our boxes, re-find our footing
as California and Bay Area citizens and fire up
our imagination for alternative futures.

Let’s check our preconceived prejudices and
political boundaries at the door and learn from
examples like Stanford’s great experience with
Caltrain in transforming its environmental
footprint on an economically viable basis. B

Yoriko Kishimoto is the former Mayor of
Palo Alto and co-founder of the Friends
of Caltrain (friendsofcaltrain.com) .She is
also a director of the Midpeninsula Regional
Open Space District.

Streetwise

Why do you think Palo Alto teens are stressed?

Asked on S. California Avenue, Palo Alto. Interviews and photographs by Zohra Ashpari.

Andrew Pearl

No Occupation

Forest Avenue, Palo Alto

“Maybe teens try to grow up too fast —
get a girlfriend, get a job, go to college.
Parents, be loving to your kids.”

Ladreka James
Homemaker and Cosmetologist
California Avenue, Palo Alto

“Probably pressure from schools, espe-
cially since Stanford University is right
around the corner. Students feel they
have to get in there. There are seminars
in City Hall giving information on how to
cope with stress.”

Margaret Vesey

school anymore.”

Real Estate Broker (Retired)
Greer Road, Palo Alto

“The pressure to achieve is terrible
especially in this area. Schools have cut
out so many ‘frill' courses like music,
art, etc., which help with students’ men-
tal well-being. There is only testing and
more testing, which is stressful. There
isn't a joy to being a teen and going to

Fumiko Yamaguchi

Sheridan Avenue, Palo Alto

keep up.”

Homemaker, Former Physicist

“There’s so much academic expectation.
Parents are taking even their 2-year-olds
to ballet, math and various lessons. My
4-year-old speaks and reads Japanese
and English, along with going to tennis
and dance lessons. As a parent, I'm
pressured too, feeling that | have to

Charles Guenzer

Attorney

Grove Avenue, Palo Alto

“I think teens are encouraged to be
stressed by their peers. It's fashionable.
Teens have much to live up to since their
parents are extremely successful.”
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Sat, April 2, 9am to 4pm
Ronald McNair Middle School
2033 Pulgas Avenue, East Palo Alto

Service projects for all ages from 9am to 12pm
Community Fair from 12pm to 4pm

To sign up for a service project, please visit
www. YouthCommunityService.org
or call (650) 858-8061
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Ravenswood City School District, Youth Community Service,
Public Allies Silicon Valley, City of East Palo Alto,
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Guest Opinion

Girl Scouts learn about the joy
of glvmg at the VA Hospital

by Carrie
Manley

his past
Satur-
day, in

the cold rain [
and gusty [&
wind, four B
girls from my
daughter’s
Girl  Scout
Troop set up
shop in front of Peet’s Coffee at the
Town & Country shopping center.
Their shared one-hour mission: to sell
Thin Mints, Trefoil Shortbreads and
other brightly colored boxes of Girl
Scout cookies to anyone willing to
stop and hear their pitch in the blast-
ing storm.

As the scouts arranged their display,
I quickly advised them that along with
the less-than-ideal weather conditions,
they would likely face another chal-
lenge: buyer fatigue.

Anyone who has ventured from home
in Palo Alto recently has no doubt been
approached by an eager Girl Scout (or
three eager Girl Scouts) selling cookies
in front of various markets and stores.
And even if you've stayed indoors, it’s
also likely that the unrelenting sound of
your doorbell has signaled the arrival
of yet another Girl Scout loaded with
product and anticipation.

And sure enough, on Saturday,
as folks bustled by in rain gear, with
steaming coffees, some paused long

enough to say that they had already
bought cookies, lots and lots of cook-
ies.

That’s when the girls quickly men-
tioned one other option: buying cook-
ies as a donation, to give to the veter-
ans at the Palo Alto Veterans Hospital.
Back on Valentine’s Day, our troop
of fifth graders made their annual
visit to the Spinal Cord Injury Unit
at the Palo Alto VA Hospital. Since
first grade, the girls have visited this
unit, to share home-made cards and
to sing and dance for the hospitalized
vets. The first time they went, as Girl
Scout Brownies, it turned out that Miss
California was also visiting that day;
at the time, I wondered if a group of
6- and 7-year-olds would really have
much impact compared to a certified
pageant winner.

I got my answer one year later, when
the girls, now second graders, returned
on Valentine’s Day to sing the Beatle’s
classic “Love Me Do,” and to dance to
the rousing “Hairspray” song, ‘“You
Can’t Stop the Beat.” When we ar-
rived for this second Valentine’s visit,
one veteran was by the front door in
his wheelchair. “The happiest day I had
here in the last year was the day the
Brownies came,” the veteran explained.
“When I heard you were coming back,
I decided to wait for you.”

This year, on Valentine’s Day, the
girls — now in fifth grade — decided
to take orders from the hospitalized
vets. But instead of charging the veter-

Palo
A Ito

Weekly

CHARMING COTTAGES
OF PALO ALTO

Twentieth annual house tour

FRIDAY, APRIL 1 & SATURDAY, APRIL 2, 2011
11:00 A.M. - 4:00 P.M.

Tax-deductible tickets - $30 in advance
or $35 after March 23 or at the door

BUY TICKETS ONLINE AT WWW.CHARMINGCOTTAGES.ORG
OR AT THE DOOR ON TOUR DAYS ONLY
AT 3246 BRYANT ST., PALO ALTO

Sponsored by the Palo Alto Area Mills College Club, a non-profit
organization, to benefit the scholarship program for students of
Mills College from San Mateo and Santa Clara Counties

Media Sponsor: Palo Alto Weekly and Palo Alto Online

Palo Alto

onl ine

ans for the cookies, they made plans to
ask for donations.

As aresult, in these past few weeks,
rain or shine, our troop has directly
experienced the incredible generosity
of so many people throughout our city.
The congregation at All Saints’ Episco-
pal Church chipped in to buy more than
50 boxes for the hospitalized veterans.
One nice woman, in front of Piazza’s
grocery store, took the time to listen to
the girls, and then told them, ““You are
real leaders, you are our future, and I
just really admire you for what you are
doing.”

But our most unexpected moment of
warmth and love came Saturday, in the
rain and cold. One young man stopped
to listen, and as the girls described their
plans to deliver cookies to hospitalized
vets, his face quietly shifted with emo-
tion.

“My father is at that hospital now,
on the fourth floor. Could I buy some
cookies for him?”” He handed over a
$20 bill for five boxes of cookies. T
asked what would be the best time for
the girls to make the delivery, and if
he knew how long his dad might be in
the hospital.

“I think maybe a couple of weeks,”
he said quietly. “He has cancer.”

“Is he in the hospice unit?”’ I asked.

“Not yet.”

Then, he shared his gratitude for the
wonderful care that he said his father
was receiving. As he said good-bye, the
girls told him, “We are making you a
Girl Scout promise, we will get these
cookies to your dad.”

Our booth sale ended at noon. One
girl kindly stayed behind with another
parent to close up. The three other girls
decided that before going home, they
had one important promise to keep.
Once at the VA Hospital, they took the
elevator to the fourth floor, and started
asking nurses for the father. “Yes, his
room is right there, he is with his fam-
ily.”

The girls walked in, carrying arm-
fuls of donated cookies, and there was
the son with his dad, along with several
other family members. Upon seeing the
girls, the son broke out in a huge smile,
sweeter than any Thin Mint. The girls
explained to the dad that his son had
bought Girl Scout cookies for him, and
that he could take whatever he wanted.
Then, the girls gave a detailed descrip-
tion of each type of cookie to make
sure he got his favorites.

The father seemed to get a big kick
out of the surprise delivery, and was
even willing to pose for pictures with
the girls, his family and his cookies.
The family thanked us, and we thanked
them for the privilege of getting to be
with them.

“You are thanking us for the cook-
ies, but we really want to thank you,
because today, we got to see how much
a son loves his dad,” I said.

Next year will mark the 100th an-
niversary of Girl Scouts. But our troop
celebration is starting early, as we pre-
pare to deliver more than 100 addition-
al boxes to the Palo Alto VA Hospital.
Thank you, Palo Alto, and most of all,
thank you, veterans. B

Carrie Manley volunteers for Ju-
nior Girl Scout Troop 60893. She
lives in the Midtown neighborhood
of Palo Alto with her family and can
be reached at carrie_manley @yahoo.
com.
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W nge@s  above the forest

Palo Alto’s Tall Tree Awards honor citizens, organizations
for exceptional community service

he roots of Palo Alto’s Tall Tree Awards go long and deep and have grown in
32 years to touch every aspect of the community.
Beginning with the idea that the Palo Alto Chamber of Commerce needed
to focus on more than local business, the award was inspired by neighboring
Menlo Park’s Golden Acorn program, which honored citizens and businesses for
their devotion to their town, noted Andy Doty, who served on the chamber board at
the time.

“We put together a small committee and proceeded to nominate members of the
community, preferably people who were unsung,” he recalled. The award was a way
to bring attention to their hard work.

The idea undergirding the awards was that “a healthy residential community with
great volunteers creates a vibrant business community,” said Palo Alto Weekly Pub-
lisher Bill Johnson, who joined the chamber a year or so later, soon after founding
the Weekly.

Back in 1980, it was unusual for a chamber to acknowledge community service,
but the model soon spread widely, Johnson said.

At the beginning, the process for choosing Tall Tree winners was fairly simple: A few
people sat around the chamber and tossed out ideas for candidates, Doty said.

Today there’s a formal nomination process, and the committee holds multiple
meetings to discuss potential recipients.

And it’s a major event. The Tall Tree Awards dinner is the chamber’s major fund-
raiser for the year; the event is co-sponsored by the Palo Alto Weekly.

Since 1980, Tall Trees have been conferred on individuals and businesses (or
nonprofit organizations) that have demonstrated “exceptional civic contributions
and service to the community.” They were selected “based on their local impact,
breadth of contribution, diversity of individuals impacted, timeliness and originality
of contribution,” according to the nomination form.

The first winners, in 1980, included Queene Amirian (Outstanding Citizen), who was
instrumental in creating the Palo Alto Cultural Center (now Palo Alto Art Center) and
senior center (how Avenidas); Syntex Corporation (Outstanding Organization), which
offered space to nonprofits and opened its doors for public art exhibits; and Betty
Wright (Outstanding Professional), a prime mover behind the swim program at the
Community Association for Rehabilitation (CAR, now Abilities United) in Palo Alto.

Initially, the “Outstanding Organization” category covered both businesses and
nonprofits.

Through the years, outstanding citizens and businesses were highlighted, includ-
ing former councilmembers (Alan Henderson, 1982; Larry Klein, 1994; Jack Sutorius,
1995; Julie Jerome, 2004; Mike Cobb, 2005; and Gary Fazzino, 2007).

Outstanding organizations have ranged from Hewlett-Packard Co. to the Winter
Lodge (The Trust for Community Skating).

While the list of organizations and companies honored reads like a who’s who of
local companies and nonprofits, there have been some unusual choices. In 1983, the
Palo Alto Elementary School Closure Committee was chosen.

“It was a very difficult process; it was timely to acknowledge they’d done a tough
job,” Johnson said.

And then there was C.W. Roddy, who was given a special Community Leadership
Award in 1990 for standing up to drug dealers in her East Palo Alto neighborhood.

Former Palo Alto High School Principal Sandra Pearson was named in 2004, after
she came out of retirement to take charge of the school after a student’s suicide.

In 2004, Outstanding Business was split off from the Outstanding Non-Profit Com-
pany or Organization as a fourth category on its own. That year the Garden Court
Hotel was honored.

Unlike Avenidas’ Lifetimes of Achievement awards, there is no minimum age re-
quirement for winning a Tall Tree.

“For more than 30 years, the Tall Tree Awards process has allowed us to recognize
and celebrate those people and organizations that hold our community together. It
gives us the chance to pause from our busy lives and thank those who quietly make
Palo Alto the strong community it is,” said Paula Sandas, president and CEO of the
Palo Alto Chamber of Commerce.

This year’s awards will be presented on Thursday, March 31, at the Crowne Plaza
Cabana Hotel. Those to be honored include Outstanding Citizen: William Alhouse
and Jane Gee; Outstanding Business: University Art; Outstanding Professional: Jim
Baer; and Qutstanding Non-Profit: Youth Community Service.

Associate Editor Carol Blitzer can be e-mailed at cblitzer@paweekly.com;
Editorial Assistant Karla Kane can be e-mailed at kkane@paweekly.com.

(continued on next page)
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| OUTSTANDING PROFESSIONAL

Jim Baer

The consummate real-estate broker, Baer has pushed the zoning

envelope while advancing city policy

by Carol Blitzer

f you want to get something done
Iin this town, simply “call Jim

Baer.”

That’s what former mayor Larry
Klein wrote in his Tall Tree nomi-
nating letter, suggesting Baer as the
Outstanding Professional Business
Person “who, through extraordinary
efforts in their chosen field, has con-
tributed significantly to the Palo Alto
community.”

Perhaps best known as the devel-
oper of 125 buildings in Palo Alto —
about 40 of them downtown — Baer
has been instrumental in moving
projects through the Palo Alto pro-
cess.

Baer credits Klein with helping
him develop expertise in identifying
projects that are both approvable and
advance public policy.

After all, Baer’s first job fresh out
of Stanford Law School was at Blase,
Valentine & Klein.

What Baer learned over time — af-
ter starting his own law firm, then his
own development company, Premier
Properties — was that “land use and
buildings are a physical, manifested
extension of public policy.” And col-
laboration would prove to be key to
furthering policy.

Baer also got an early start in com-
munity-based work, joining the board
of the Palo Alto Housing Corporation
at age 29. He served for 10 years.

At age 60, looking back at his ca-
reer, Baer points to a couple of stand-
out projects:

* 250 University Ave. (at the corner
of University Avenue and Ramona
Street) was the first Planned Com-
munity Zone development, where
greater density was to be offset by
public benefits. Here he created a
Spanish-style building that fit with
surrounding, older structures, con-
nected by an alleyway system.

“It got a lot of scrutiny, a lot of con-
versation,” but it was approved unani-
mously, he said.

* IDEQO’s headquarters at 100 For-
est Ave., designed by Ken Hayes,
which was built “for a specific avant-
garde user.”

“Both are beautiful buildings with
an impact on the community,” Baer
said.

He also was the developer of the
first LEED gold-certified commer-
cial building in Palo Alto: Embar-
cadero Media’s headquarters at 450
Cambridge Ave. (the home of the
Palo Alto Weekly).

Sometimes Baer pushed the enve-
lope, looking at what he could do that
may break some of Palo Alto’s rules
but ultimately meet the city’s policy
goals.

That inclination came in handy

when he helped further development
of the Taube Koret Campus for Jew-
ish Life in south Palo Alto.

In her nomination letter, Shelly He-
bert, who served as executive direc-
tor for development of the campus,
wrote: “Jim was immediately respon-
sive and generous with his time and
expertise, which he graciously do-
nated. He advised us about the city-
approvals process, what issues would
be important to the community, and
many complex land-use matters that
needed to be evaluated before mak-
ing such a major investment. ...

“Jim’s depth of expertise and devo-
tion to community life in Palo Alto
is unmatched. ... He truly has a heart
of gold.”

For his part, Baer acknowledges,
“What we’re doing stretches some of
the zoning requirements, but it en-
hances public policy. That’s what my
career has been about.”

In 2008, Baer took his longstand-
ing interest in environmental issues
and founded Wave One, a nonprofit
that assists small businesses reduce
their energy use.

With close to 40 businesses signed
on, Wave One is ready to go to the
next step, he said, using the busi-
nesses’ combined power to conduct
comprehensive inventories, recruit
industry experts, figure out the best
sources of funding, including tax
credits or rebates, and more.

Baer has definitely put his money

(continued on page 20)

“Outstanding Professional” Jim Baer counts the 250 University Ave.
building and connecting alleyway among his most memorable

Palo Alto projects.

Veronica Weber
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The Palo Alto Medical Foundation,
part of the Sutter Health network,
is the first in California to offer a
free iPhone app. MyChart gives you
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iIPhone, iPad or iTouch.

Go to pamf.org
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“Outstanding Citizen” Jane Gee sits with a photo of her late father and Tall Tree co-honoree, William
Alhouse, at the Palo Alto Little League field Alhouse helped create.

] OUTSTANDING CITIZENS

William Alhouse and Jane Gee

Father and daughter share a love of community involvement

by Karla Kane
t’s been a memorable few months
I for the Alhouse family.

In February Jane Gee and
her father, William Alhouse, were
named this year’s Tall Tree Award
honorees in the outstanding-citizen
category, the first time an award
has been shared between a father
and daughter. The month took a sad
turn when, having suffered from Al-
zheimer’s disease for the past three
years, Alhouse died Feb. 24. The
following week, Gee helped pres-
ent another Mothers Symposium,
a community event she co-founded
more than a decade ago.

Next Thursday, March 31, with
her family around her, Gee will be
honored at the Tall Tree Awards
ceremony.

“It’s one of Palo Alto’s highest
honors,” Gee said of the award. And
sharing it with her beloved father,
with whom she also shared a love of
volunteerism and sports and a suc-
cessful career in real estate, makes
it all the more special, albeit bitter-
sweet.

“I was so proud of my dad and
vice versa. I’'m glad he made it to the
reception,” she said, referring to the
Feb. 10 event. “He was so happy.”

Happiness, inspiration and a de-
sire to help others are some of the
words that come to mind when Gee
remembers her father. “Baseball and
business” are the others, she said,
laughing.

A native of Brooklyn, William
“Billy” Alhouse moved out west for
college, got a master’s degree in ed-
ucation from Stanford and worked
as an assistant baseball coach there
for 17 years. He helped to create the
Palo Alto Little League, for which
he also coached, in 1951.

“My mother married him think-
ing she would be the wife of a base-
ball coach,” Gee said.

But when the sleepy town of Palo
Alto started to grow in the 1950s,
Alhouse opened a real-estate office

while continuing to coach and raise
two daughters. He made his pres-
ence known in the Palo Alto busi-
ness community for years as the
head of Alhouse Realty, serving on
the Palo Alto Board of Realtors and
as its president in 1963.

He never left baseball far behind,
taking his family to Amsterdam for
a year to coach the national team
there and later serving as a coach
at Gunn High School and Menlo
School.

“The contribution that Bill has
made to young people in this area
transcends sports. He has been a
mentor and role model for integrity
and fair dealing in business and
in giving back to the community,”
wrote award-nominator John King,
who took over Alhouse Realty in
1985.

‘Jane continues her
father’s legacy of a
volunteer who jumps
Into many causes ...
she is a ceaseless
volunteer.’

—MEGAN SWEZEY FOGARTY,
FORMER TALL TREE HONOREE

“He wanted to help people his
whole life. I have done some things
but not nearly as much as him,” Gee
said.

Despite her modesty, co-honoree
Gee has carved her own niche in
Palo Alto, first by following in her
father’s footsteps, then branching
out.

“Jane continues her father’s leg-
acy of a volunteer who jumps into
many causes. Through PTA; neigh-
borhood leadership; church mission
trips to Mexico to build homes;
wildlife protection and service to
Preschool Family and Family Re-
sources boards, she is a ceaseless

volunteer,” former Tall Tree honoree
Megan Swezey Fogarty wrote in her
nomination letter.

Gee grew up in Palo Alto, at-
tended the University of the Pacific
in Stockton, then, like her father,
worked in the Stanford Athletics
Department. After a year spent
teaching in Marin County, Gee was
ready to come home and make a ca-
reer change.

“Dad said, ‘Get your real-estate
license and come work for me,”” she
said, so she did just that, working for
Alhouse Realty for 12 years.

“It was so much fun to work with
him. I never felt like I had to fol-
low in his footsteps, but I loved that
work,” she said. She served as presi-
dent of the Palo Alto Board of Real-
tors in 1993, exactly 30 years after
Alhouse did.

After meeting husband Bruce
(whom she calls a perfect match,
“made in heaven”) and having two
kids, “It all changed. I had a hard
time deciding whether or not to go
back to work. I was really torn be-
cause I loved the business, but I cer-
tainly loved my kids more.”

Realizing such issues are com-
mon among modern mothers, Gee
created a forum for women, a place
of discussion and support. In 1997,
the Mothers Symposium was born.

Every other year, several hundred
women gather at Stanford to hear
guest speakers, music and more.

“The camaraderie of women is
very powerful and comforting. It
tells women they’re not alone,” she
said.

Though she keeps her real-estate
license current, Gee said she’s busy
with her volunteer work, raising her
now-teenage kids and helping her
elderly in-laws and mother, all of
whom live locally.

The Alhouse family’s legacy of
support for local sports lives on
through her children and through
the Palo Alto Little League organi-
zation, which continues going strong
after 60 years.

“We still sponsor a team,” she
said. “We always will.” m
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From left, University Art General Manager Todd Ayers, C.F.O. Cornelia
Pendleton and Vice President Charlie Affrunti have worked together at
the art-supply store, this year’s “Outstanding Business,” for decades.

[l OUTSTANDING BUSINESS

University Art

Downtown shop has been supporting local art for decades

by Karla Kane
ince 1948, University Art, this
ear’s honoree in the outstand-
ing-business category, has been
a mainstay in the local business
world. Providing all manner of art
supplies and framing services to the
area, it opened first in Palo Alto then
expanded to locations in five other
cities. But it’s more than just a place
to pick up paintbrushes; the family-
owned shop has also taken an active
role in the Palo Alto art scene.

Cornelia Pendleton, University
Art’s current CFO, has grown up with
the business. Her mother, grandfather
and aunt started University Art after
World War 11, deciding they wanted
to run a store together.

“My grandfather enjoyed painting,
and he wanted to do something with
his daughters that he could participate
in,” she said. “They didn’t know a lot
about the business, but they learned
by talking to people; they had a lot to
learn about the art industry.”

The store was originally located
on University Avenue, as the name
implies, but moved to its present loca-
tion on Hamilton Avenue in 1964.

“We all had to participate as kids,
working in the warehouse, doing in-
ventory, working the cash register,”
Pendleton said of her siblings and
cousins. She is now the only relative
still actively working for the business
(her mother and aunt, Laurie Cap-
piello and Ginny Biondi, are now
retired). But her co-managers, Char-
lie Affrunti and Todd Ayers, have
worked with her for decades and are
now like family, she said, along with
the rest of University Art’s close-knit
staff.

“I started at age 16. I've done ev-
erything from delivery to manage-
ment, and I’'m still here,” said Affrun-
ti, whose kids have also worked in the
business. “It’s always enjoyable.”

University Art is beloved not only
for its fine merchandise and customer
service but for its support for local

arts.

“A comfortable space in the core
downtown, it is well-known for its
generosity and genuine interest in our
entire community,” Tall Tree nomi-
nator Barbara Gross wrote of the
retailer. University Art has donated
prizes to local art contests, includ-
ing the Weekly’s Photo Contest and
shows at the Palo Alto Art League,
and supplies for the art projects made
in Downtown Palo Alto’s annual
street festivals. University Art also
holds its own children’s art contest
and a juried competition for adults.

“We have a really good relation-
ship with the art organizations in our
area,” Pendleton said. Ayers served on
the board of the Pacific Art League,
while Pendleton served three terms
on the Palo Alto Art Center Founda-
tion Board. There she raised funds
for the Art Center’s renovation, as
well as supporting such Art Center
programs as Project Look! and Cul-
tural Kaleidoscope, both of which
provide art education to children.

“We’ve always felt being a part of
the community is important. We’ve
been fortunate and we want to pass
that on,” Affrunti said.

Though not immune to the recent
economic downturn, University Art
is hanging in there.

“It’s been a rough three years, but
we’ve been through enough ups and
downs to know what we need to do,”
Pendleton said, adding that they cut
back to around 65 employees from
their prior 70 to 75.

“To be recognized for what we
bring to the community is a terrific
feeling. So many people have grown
up with our store. They come in to
visit, to get ideas. It’s more than a
place to just pick up some supplies,”
she said.

“It’s an honor to be recognized for
the successes that we’ve had. We’re
still in business because of the peo-
ple we’ve met and the friends we've
made along the way.” m
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Help us
rescue
lives in
Japan.

Jim Baer

(continued from page 16)

where his mouth is, personally con-
tributing $350,000.

Baer said he considers receiving
the Tall Tree award a continuation of
the blessings he’s experienced work-
ing in Palo Alto all these years.

The timing is especially meaning-
ful to him, given that nearly a year
ago he had a near-fatal bike accident
that has left him still recovering from
a severe brain injury. He spent six
weeks unconscious and about seven
months in the hospital. He’s still not
totally back to the office — but he’s
working on seven Palo Alto projects
right now.

He likes to joke that what he does
for a living actually helped speed up
his recovery.

Go to
www.rescue.org/altweeklies

Weekly

A fundraising effort

by the Association of
Alternative Newsweeklies
and the Palo Alto Weekly

“I’ve been hit on the head profes- &
@xpress sionally a thousand times. What do =
I do for a living? Go negotiate with .8
Today’s news, sports neighborhoods and city staff, coun- g
. cil members and planning commis- =~
& hot picks sions. Rosa Mendoza, second from right, talks with Gunn High School students Olivia Bonneville, left, and Fiona

“Thank you all for the little knocks
on the head that contributed to my re-
covery.”

While convalescing, Baer said he
couldn’t read much but found plenty
of time to reflect on life. His conclu-
sion:

Finn, far right, while making fruit salad together at Lytton Gardens during a service day sponsored by
“Outstanding Non-Profit” Youth Community Service.

Fresh news
delivered

[l OUTSTANDING NON-PROFIT OR ORGANIZATION

Youth Community Service
Inspiring young people to start giving back early

in the Sequoia Union High School
District, at the request of that prin-
cipal.

Today, YCS offers life-skill class-

daily

Sign up today
www.PaloAltoOnline.com

“I'really am in a business that does
not create enemies. We are collabora-
tive. It’s like being on a small basket-
ball team; we’re doing it together. ...

“I'm blessed with having friends
from my career. We really are
friends in that shared work we do
together.” m
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2011 Wallace Slte.gner Lectures

.-;‘l

Mountain View Center for the Performing Arts
500 Castro Street, Mountain View

Monday, April 4, at 8 p.m.

The Wild Trees

The Future of the Redwood Forests

Order tickets by phone:
(650) 903-6000

Proceeds benefit POST and its land-saving work.

Media Sponsor: Embarcadero Media

"2\ Palo Alto

W

nlin e

Richard Preston :

MountainView

eekly VOICE m=Almanac

Peninsula Open Space Trust

222 High Street, Palo Alto, California 94301
(650) 854-7696 www. openspacetrust. org
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by Carol Blitzer
ometimes numbers simply
speak for themselves: Since
1990, Youth Community Ser-
vice (YCS) has involved 17,000
students in local projects, providing
110,000 hours of service through
more than 40 organizations.

This year alone, more than 1,000
students are participating.

For many, that original interest
— whether through a middle- or
high-school based service club, a
leadership-training program, a life-
skills class or a service day — has
sparked a lifelong commitment to
giving back to the community.

As Dan Dykwel wrote in his
nominating letter for the Tall Tree
Award for nonprofit organization:
“YCS has provided opportunities
for students whose hearts are full of
grace to make meaningful contribu-
tions to their communities.”

Leif Erickson, the nonprofit’s ex-
ecutive director for the past seven
years, sees a connection between
youths’ self-esteem and service to
the community.

“There are many ways (for stu-
dents) to be successful, not just
making straight As. It could be mu-
sic, sports, service.

“Most students feel there’s just one
definition, and they’re struggling to
fit it. Service is just one way kids
can be successful,” he said.

Starting with just one club on
one campus 20 years ago, YCS has
grown to multiple collaborations be-
tween Palo Alto and East Palo Alto
students.

Today, YCS has active student
clubs at all three Palo Alto middle
schools and both high schools, as
well as three East Palo Alto middle
schools. This year the group is heav-
ily involved with Project Safety Net,
which is focused on increasing stu-
dent well-being and mental health
awareness.

At Gunn High School early this
month, more than 300 students par-
ticipated in the annual Gunn High
School Service Day, volunteering in

nearly a dozen venues from work-
ing with seniors at Lytton Gardens
Senior Center to planting acorns in
the Stanford hills through the envi-
ronmental group, Magic.

While the YCS staff lined up the
sites, recruited chaperones and ar-
ranged for bus transportation, the
YCS Interact Club played a leader-
ship role and handled publicity in
addition to volunteering, Erickson
said. The youth also learned to part-
ner with Key Club, Palo Alto Uni-
versity Rotary Club and others.

YCS is not solely about commu-
nity service, however. At Menlo-
Atherton High School, YCS facili-
tators run three life-skills electives,
with students often referred by Miki
Cristerna, the school’s student-sup-
port coordinator. She identifies stu-
dents with behavioral or attendance
issues who could benefit from the
180 Degree program that develops
self-awareness and self-confidence
in ninth through 11th graders.

In just the third semester of the
program, she’s finding “huge dif-
ferences (in the students, who are)
recognizing that adults on campus
are here to help them, aren’t the bad
guys.”

Some students have moved into
the Freshman Leadership Corps, the
Boys & Girls Club or YCS school
clubs, taking what they’ve learned
to the next step, and often giving
back through mentoring others.

Giving back can become second
nature to participants in YCS pro-
grams.

Freshman Diquan Richard was
surprised when he was recently hon-
ored by YCS.

“They gave me an award, but I
was just helping,” he said.

What has made YCS so success-
ful over the years is its focus on col-
laboration and partnerships, group
leaders say.

“We don’t do anything on our
own. Everything is with partners,”
Erickson said.

YCS has expanded to Redwood
High School, a continuation school

es through the school’s environmen-
tal program, and to teen moms.

“It’s a very adaptive curriculum,”
Erickson said.

While leadership and service
clubs thrive in Palo Alto, “We
haven’t figured a way to bring life-
skills program there yet. We’re just
starting to have conversations,” Er-
ickson added.

This summer, YCS is sponsoring
a Summer of Service day camp at
Ventura School in Palo Alto, where
middle school students spend the
first week immersed in projects in
one of four areas of interest: envi-
ronment; hunger and homelessness;
seniors and health care; and child
care and education. During the sec-
ond week, they learned about an-
other of the three areas.

“This is a process of discovery. ...
Part of service learning is students
being able to choose and not just
doing what they’re told,” Erickson
said.

Erickson not only wants to con-
tinue YCS collaborations but to in-
crease their depth.

“(We're looking for) deeper part-
nerships with each school, each dis-
trict, in ways that fit their priorities
and culture. It just gets richer and
richer as we build those relation-
ships with the principals, counselors
and teachers,” Erickson said.

“We aren’t the only solution, but
we’re in partnership with other or-
ganizations. The purpose of it all is
to help kids discover what they love,
what they’re good at.” m

Editor’s note: YCS is interested in
contacting its alumni, both to stay
connected and to find out whether
(or how) they are still involved in
community service. Alumni can
search for “Youth Community Ser-
vice alumni” on Facebook.com.

READ MORE ONLINE
www.PaloAltoOnline.com

A list of all the Tall Tree recipients since
the awards’ inception in 1980 is posted
on Palo Alto Online.



Arts & Entertainment

A weekly guide to music, theater, art, movies and more, edited by Rebecca Wallace

Giving Bach to

the community

Palo Alto Chamber Orchestra plans a benefit
concert for music in Ravenswood schools

66

by Joann So

e’re gonna dance for the last time!”

During rehearsal, Palo Alto Chamber

Orchestra music director Ben Simon gives

his students a suggestion to make their final rendition of

a Bach piece more spirited. Students start to sway from

left to right as they play their instruments. Bows graze

across the strings in the vivacious Brandenburg Concerto

No. 3 in G Major. All the musicians dance through Bach’s
work — even the seated cellists.

Many students are busily finishing the last bit of home-
work and preparing for the new week on a Sunday night.
For those in the senior ensemble at PACO, though, this
evening is reserved for weekly practice at Palo Alto’s Cub-
berley Community Center.

“Music isn’t for oneself completely, but the power of
music is to share and play for others,” Simon says. For its
45th birthday, PACO is sharing by holding a benefit con-
cert on March 27 at Costafio Elementary School in East

Palo Alto. Proceeds will go to the Music in the Schools

Foundation, a nonprofit that provides music education to

the Ravenswood City School District.

The beneficiary will also be a part of the concert. Thirty
student choral singers in the third through fifth grade
from Green Oaks Academy in the Ravenswood district

will be sharing the stage with senior members of PACO.

Photos by Veronica Weber

The concert also features a folkloric South American

From top: PACO musicians rehearse trio called Chaskinakuy, based in Northern California.

for the March 27 concert; Sierra The group plays Andean music with costumes and instru-

Leder, center, at rehearsal; violinist

Joanna Chung; Ben Simon conducts ments made from a wide variety of materials. Among

the orchestra; Lauren D’Andrea at

e these is a violin formed out of an armadillo shell. Simon
said he invited the trio to add variety to the concert pro-

gram because of their easily accessible sound.
(continued on page 21)
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NOTICE OF A PUBLIC MEETING
of the City of Palo Alto
Architectural Review Board (ARB)

8:30 A.M., Thursday, April 7, 2011 Palo Alto Council Chambers,
1stFloor, Civic Center, 250 Hamilton Avenue. Gotothe Development
Center at 285 Hamilton Avenue to review filed documents; contact
Alicia Spotwood for information regarding business hours at 650-
617-3168.

1095 Channing [10PLN-00337]: Request by NSA Wireless, on
behalf of Roman Catholic Welfare Corp. of San Jose, for Architectural
Review of a 50 foot tall tower to house a telecommunications facility
(nine panel wireless antennas and associated equipment) on the St.
Albert the Great Church property. A Conditional Use Permit (CUP) to
allow the building-mounted telecommunications facility was tentatively
approved on March 25, 2011. Environmental Assessment: Exempt
from the provisions of the California Environmental Quality Act per
Section 15301.Zone District: R-1 (Single Family Residential).

559 Lytton Avenue [11PLN-00076]: Request by California
Communities on behalf of Lytton Park, LP for Preliminary Architectural
Review of a new development consisting of four attached townhomes.
Zone — RM-30.

211 Quarry Road- Stanford University Medical Center Project,
Hoover Projects [10PLN-00398]: Request by Stanford Hospital
and Clinics on behalf of The Board of Trustees for the Leland Stanford
Junior University for Architectural Review of exterior renovations to
Hoover Pavilion and construction of a new 60,000 square foot medical
office building and parking structure containing 1,088 parking spaces.
These projects are components of the Stanford University Medical
Center Facilities Renewal and Replacement Project. Existing Zone
District: PF (Public Facilities).

Amy French
Manager of Current Planning

Arts & Entertainment

Benefit concert

(continued from page 21)

All five ensembles of PACO will
perform short pieces. At the end of
the concert, more than 150 current
and past PACO members are sched-
uled to perform the Brandenburg
Concerto No. 3 in G Major. To re-
connect with alumni and celebrate
the occasion, Simon invited several
alumni and guests to play alongside
current musicians.

The concert will be collaborative
on other levels as well. The senior
ensemble will provide background
strings for the Chaskinakuy trio
and for the students at Green Oaks,
with both string arrangements by
Simon.

“An intense musical soup” is one
way Simon describes PACO. The
orchestra is distinctly chamber-
based. Simon is intent on keeping
the orchestra small — there are
about 20 to 25 students in each en-
semble.

Despite PACO’s size, its commit-
ment to strong chamber music has
allowed the orchestra to grow in
the number of ensembles, scope of
repertoire, touring and recording,
Simon said. “But the heart of PACO
remains the same,” he added.

Camaraderie and concentration
marked the mood at the rehearsal
on a recent Sunday evening. Stu-
dents seemed excited to catch up on
each other’s weekend during down
time, but focus characterized the
group when practice began.

Friends Isabella Costanza and Jo-
anna Chang stood only a few music
stands apart. Costanza has been
playing the violin for eight years
and Chang for 11 years. They also
both play the piano.

“We don’t judge each other —
we support!” said Costanza, a
freshman from Gunn. She said she
doesn’t mind practicing two to three
hours of violin a day; she wants to
pursue music professionally one
day. Numerous hours of music have
“become a part of us,” she said.

The group of musicians, as Simon
said, is connected by a musical and
interpersonal bond. Everything in
PACO is a shared experience, from
weekly rehearsals to international
tours.

As Costanza and Chang chimed
in on each other’s conversations as
close friends, Chang fondly brought
up an orchestra tour last summer.

“We went on tour to Turkey and
had a lot of fun,” she said, recall-
ing that PACO played her favor-
ite piece, “Las Cuatro Estaciones
Portefias,” by Astor Piazzolla. Its
structure is “kind of like Vivaldi’s
Four Seasons,” she said.

PACO is divided into five or-
chestras, starting at Superstrings,
with musicians then moving up to
the Preparatory, Debut, Sinfonia
and Senior levels. But for Chang
and Costanza, both members of the
senior ensemble, there is no disen-
gagement with one another based
on level or age.

“It feels like we're a family,”
Chang said.

SPRING COMPOST
GIVEAWAY

PALO ALTO RESIDENTS
“Complete the recycle circle”

In appreciation of citizen’s
participation in the curbside
composting program, Palo Alto
residents will be allowed up to
1 cubic yard of compost
(equivalent to six full garbage
cans), free of charge. Bring
shovels, gloves, containers and

proof of Palo Alto residency.

Saturday, March 26, 2011
Sunday, April 3, 2011

at the Palo Alto Landfill
2380 Embarcadero Road

1 cubic yard per event
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Just say “The Weekly
sent me”and receive
10% OFF your purchase

Offer expires 4/15/11

Fresh ﬁs/z toclay in Ha f Wloon dgay/ [

Half Moon Bay Fish Market ¢ 650-726-2561
99 San Mateo Road (At the corner of Highway 92 and Main Street)

HALF MOON BAY FISH MARKET

Experience Monet’s Garden
With No Jet Lag

March 30
Art Center Auditorium
1313 Newell’'Avenue

Elizabeth Murray‘s
Monet‘s Passion
7:30 p.m. French Pastries
8:00 p m. Presentatlon

WWW. uamblegar&an orﬂ/evgﬁ/monet/html

Co-sponsors: Palo Alto'Art Center
Elizabeth F. Gamble Garden

. .“.'

- -.._- —

This space donated as a cummunity‘;;r'\;it;e by the Palo Alto Weekly

The Chaskinakuy trio will perform
Andean music at the Palo Alto
Chamber Orchestra concert on
March 27.

Simon wants his students to per-
form not only as an orchestra but
also as a community, connecting
musically within the orchestra and
working with other students and or-
ganizations.

Virginia Fruchterman, the chair
of Music in the Schools, said in a
phone interview that “people seem
to notice that music is disappearing
(in school).” She added, “Fundrais-
ing is a little difficult but it’s a little
up this year.”

The program currently offers
classes that teach the basics of mu-
sic and rhythm through musical
games, singing and dancing. Older
students are learning to play the re-
corder. The district is not charged
for the classes, according to Music
in the Schools’ website.

Fruchterman said she hopes to
also start a strings program and add
more after-school music programs.
Music in the Schools currently
reaches 1,000 students a week, but
this is only a third of students in the
Ravenswood district, she said.

“There are more who want mu-
sic,” Fruchterman said. m

What: The Palo Alto Chamber Or-
chestra marks its 45th anniversary
with a benefit concert for the Music in
the Schools Foundation.

When: Sunday, March 27, at 3 p.m.
Where: Costano Elementary School,
2695 Fordham St., East Palo Alto.
Cost: Tickets are $25 for adults and
free for children under 12.

Info: Go to pacomusic.org or call
650-856-3848.

VIEW MORE ONLINE
www.PaloAltoOnline.com

To watch video from the Palo Alto
Chamber Orchestra rehearsal, shot by
Weekly photographer Veronica Weber,
go to PaloAltoOnline.com.

Correction

In the March 18 article “For love
of a garden,” an incorrect event
ticket price was listed for Gamble
Garden and Palo Alto Art Center
members. Admission for mem-
bers to Elizabeth Murray’s talk

is $35. To request a correction,
contact Managing Editor Jocelyn
Dong at 650-223-6514, jdong@
paweekly.com or P.O. Box 1610,
Palo Alto, CA 94302.
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Chasing the perfect beat

Palo Alto teen packs ‘drama’ into his first hip-hop album

ife as a teen seems to have an
Lindelible soundtrack. There’s

something about being in high
school that makes music more in-
tense.

For Sean Lee, a 15-year-old Gunn
High School student, the connec-
tion with notes and melodies runs
especially deep.

When a friend drives up and
screeches the car tires, Sean ob-
serves, “That’s D-sharp.” He’s an
experienced pianist who plays in the
Gunn jazz band. And late last year,
he released his first hip-hop album,
“Drama Lives On.” He wrote all
the songs, and recorded the album
at his home.

“I printed 100 copies and have
sold 50 of them,” Sean said with
quiet pride during an interview at the
Weekly earlier this month. He also
tallied about 300 downloads of the al-
bum during the month of December,
when it was released.

Music has always been huge for
this hip-hop artist with perfect pitch.
Sean started playing violin and pi-
ano at an early age. In junior high,
he was writing lyrics and drawing
musical inspiration from Kanye
West and the Backstreet Boys. By
early last year, he was determined
to learn the technology he needed
to make his own album.

“I had songs in my head. Then I
did research on how to put drums,
melodies into them on the comput-
er,” he said. He borrowed headsets
and other equipment, learning the
technology as he went.

“He’s a perfectionist. He really
wanted to make it so perfect,” said
Sean’s mother, Wen Lee, who ac-
companied him to the Weekly.

“Drama Lives On” is an album
that tells a lot of stories, Sean said,
with many of the songs about rela-
tionships. The first few tracks are
“party-club style,” followed by songs
with more of a rock and R&B feel, he
said. Toward the end, the sound turns
more melodic.

A few guest singers are featured,
including Kelly Milliken, who sings
on the last song of the album, “Last
Time.” The song combines a soft,
minor-key sound with gentle beats,
telling the story about the end of a
relationship. Harder-edged tracks
include “Go Get’em,” which has a lo-
cal shout-out: “I was raised in the city
PA./ and now I'm gonna bring the
sound of the music into play.”

Eric Leroy, a Palo Alto High School
hip-hop musician who goes by L-Roy,
praised his friend’s album and “really
good microphone quality.”

“It’s super-important to get the
sound right. You could record a track
that will be too loud or staticky, or too
soft,” he said. “Finding that balance:
Sean has definitely achieved that in

by Rebecca Wallace
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Top: Sean Lee mixes a track on a sound mixer at the Media Center in
Palo Alto, where he’s on the Youth Advisory Council. Above: The cover
of Sean’s new album, “Drama Lives On.”

the whole album.”

Eric also applauded Sean’s “origi-
nal” lyrics. “They’re more free verses,
much like Jay-Z,” he said.

Besides his music, Sean also works
on video projects. In 2008, he started
“The Sean Lee Show,” a series up
on YouTube that includes parodies,
piano, travel and cooking features,
and interviews.

Sean is continuing to learn about
video and music technology at the
Media Center in Palo Alto, where
he serves on the Youth Advisory
Council. He shot part of the video for
“Understand,” the first track on his
album, at the Media Center, and en-

listed fellow council members Suzie
Quackenbush and Nicholas Moss to
act with him in the video.

Ultimately, Sean said, he’d like to
major in film or video in college, and
continue pursuing his music.

“I’m working on new melodies and
compositions that I can most connect
to,” he said. And how does one get
better at rapping? Sean shrugged and
smiled. “Practice.” m

Info: To watch Sean’s videos,
go to www.youtube.com/
TheSeanlLeeShow. His aloum,
“Drama Lives On,” can be
purchased through iTunes.

@xpress.

Sign up today at www.PaloAltoOnline.com

Veronica Weber
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2055 Grant Rd., #100, Los Altos
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bayareahealthspa.com
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Games
Palo Alto Friends Nursery School

Preschool Carnival & Silent Auction

Please join us

Saturday, April 30th 11am -2pm
957 Colorado Ave, Palo Alto (between Louis & Greer)

Bidding online for Silent Auction starts April 1 at
pafns.cmarket.com

find us on facebook !i

Avenidas presents the 4th Annual

Housing Conference
Saturday, April 2, 8:30 am - 3 pm

Keynote address, “I'm Not Ready Yet!”
by Donna Robbins, author of Moving Mom ¢ Dad

Discover...

¢ What the local housing options are

¢ How to remain safely in your own home

¢ The tricks to staying sane when selling your home
¢ How to create order out of cluttered chaos

Thanks to Presenting Sponsor Nancy Goldcamp, Coldwell Banker

=Avenidas.

Where age is just a number

For more info or to register,
call (650) 289-5445 or

visit www.avenidas.org
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CINEMARK,

The Best Seat In Town Haveplans
At Palo Alto Square
(IN[ ARTS (650)493-3456 o bxp #914 for the
3000 | Camino a Page Mill . « 1-300-FANDANGO -+ EXP CODE
Fri & Sat 3/25-3/26 Weekend,

Jane Eyre 1:30, 4:25, 7:15, 10:05
Jane Eyre 2:30, 5:15, 8:15
Sun thru Thurs 3/6-3/10
Jane Eyre 1:30, 4:25, 7:15
Jane Eyre 2:30, 5:15, 8:15
ADVANCE TICKET SALES 4 NO PASSES-NO SUPERSAVERS
Tickets and Showtimes available of cinemark.com &

Go to www.PaloAltoOnline
.com/calendar

| ALGERIA, 1996. INSPIRED BY A TRUE STORY. |
L "
,“A MASTERPIECE!” 00

-David Germain, ASSOCIATED PRESS
t{ GRAND PRIZF}

“SUPERB!”  {Ciws

-Lisa Schwarzbaum, ENTERTAINMENT WEEKLY
LAMBERT WILSON MICHAEL LONSDALE

OF GODS AND MEN

WWW.SONYCLASSICS.COM

L €L EIC, o= A FILM BY XAVIER BEAUVOIS SONY PICTURES CLASSICS™

N WPL IN Guild Theatre
949 El Camino Real - (650) 266-9260

VIEW THE TRAILER AT WWW.0FGODSANDMENMOVIE.COM

“A LOVE STORY AS FIERCELY
INTELLIGENT AS IT IS PASSIONATE!

It is not your grandma’s cozy gothic.”
KAREN DURBIN, ELLE

£ WINNER

‘g BEST FOREIGN FILM y
g{ NATIONAL BOARD
OF REVIEW

micHAEL FASSBENDER  amvie BE L Jupi DE \IL/

\‘E FYRE

OF CHARLOTTE BRONTE'S TIMEL
B Films

EXPERIENCE ABOLD !

PG-13| =

FOCUS
www.JaneEyreTheMovie.com o e

Movies

EXCI_USI\/E ENGAGEMENT STARTS FRIDAY, MARCH 25

Cinemark CINEARTS @ PALO ALTO S@ 3000 El Camino 800/FANDANGO 914#
CHECK THEATRE DIRECTORY OR CALL FOR SOUND INFORMATION AND SHOWTIMES SPECIAL ENGAGEMENT NO PASSES OR DISCOUNT COUPONS ACCEPTED

MOBILE USERS: For Showtimes — Text JANE with your ZIP CODE o 43KIX (43549)
See JANE EYRE with your family and friends. For advance tickets or group sales call 855-4JANEEYRE.

SPELTALULAR

INTENSE AND ABSOLUTELY RIVETING!"”
Tom Snyder, MOVIE UIDE®

CHECK I.l][:AI. LISTINES FI]R THEATERS AND SHI]WTIMES
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Jane Eyre k% #%1/2

(Palo Alto Square) Just when
you think the umpteenth adapta-
tion of Charlotte Bronté’s beloved
1847 novel couldn’t possibly add
anything new to the library of
cinematic classics, director Cary
Joji Fukunaga proves you wrong.
Besides featuring rising stars Mia
Wasikowska and Michael Fass-
bender, the handsome British
production successfully explores
the mindscape of the “small and
plain” heroine.

Instead of telling the tale in
chronological order, screen-
writer Moira Buffini (“Tamara
Drewe”) begins with the adult
Jane (Wasikowska of “Alice in
Wonderland” and “The Kids Are
All Right”), diminutive in a long
shot, at a crossroads on the mist-
shrouded moors. Sobbing and
“white as death,” Jane unleashes
her emotions in an opening both
atmospheric and wordless — yet
true to the spirit of Bronté’s first-
person narrative.

Only after being taken in by
cleric St. John Rivers (Jamie Bell
of “Billy Elliot”) and his sisters
(Holliday Grainger and Tamzin
Merchant) does Jane recall her
unhappy time as the orphaned
ward of her aunt (Sally Hawk-
ins of “Happy-Go-Lucky”). The
flashback takes us to the novel’s
opening scene and establishes the
admirable traits of the 10-year-old
girl: independent, imbued with a
sense of fairness and justice, and
calm but with a burning passion
beneath her drab exterior.

Buffeted about by fate and
subject to the cruel inequities of
class and gender, Jane eventually
becomes the governess of Thorn-
field Hall and falls in love with
the master of the manor house,
Edward Rochester (Fassbender
of “Hunger” and “Inglourious
Basterds™).

Wasikowska’s understated per-
formance engenders sympathy,
particularly when Jane suffers
through numerous false accusa-
tions, beatings and disappoint-
ments. She emanates a quiet
strength and enduring spirit, mak-
ing her few emotional outbursts
even more dramatic. The young
actor owns the movie. When Fass-
bender stumbles into the picture as
the brooding Rochester, he sweeps
the impressionable woman off her
feet but doesn’t steal the show.
“You are my equal and my like-
ness,” he says, as the love story
takes flight.

Although straying far from the
dangerous territory of the Central
American immigrants and Mexi-
can gang members of “Sin Nom-
bre,” Fukunaga and lenser Adri-
ano Goldman bring visual and
visceral punch to the Victorian
era. The team created stark images
of lonely vistas and boxed-in en-

OPENINGS

Michael Fassbender and Mia
Wasikowska in “Jane Eyre.”

vironments that externalize Jane’s
inner feelings. A gothic eeriness
hovers over the movie, sometimes
making one question the sanity
of the governess, and other times
suggesting an invisible world of
Spirits.

Either way, the filmmakers pull
us inside Jane’s feverish imagi-
nation while hinting at the dark
secrets behind Thornhill’s closed
doors. Judi Dench, who plays the
caring housekeeper of the manor
house, provides the few moments
of levity in the film.

Reader, a new generation will
most likely enjoy discovering
this enduring classic on the big
screen.

Rated PG-13 for some thematic
elements including a nude image
and brief violent content. 1 hour,
55 minutes.

— Susan Tavernetti

Diary of a Wimpy Kid:
Rodrick Rules #«%1/2

(Century 16, Century 20) “You
are so dead.” Words that will strike
a chord with any middle-schooler
who has run afoul of a bully or
a big brother. A quickie sequel
to a film released only last year,
“Diary of a Wimpy Kid: Rodrick
Rules” surprisingly improves on
its predecessor.

Based on Jeff Kinney’s illus-
trated novel of the same name (but
also incorporating elements from
third novel “Diary of a Wimpy
Kid: The Last Straw’), the new
film benefits from a more themati-
cally cohesive script and presum-
ably also from the new director,
David Bowers (“Flushed Away”).
Bowers tips his hat to his animated
roots in an opening that finds Kin-
ney’s penciled caricatures turning
into the actors; otherwise, the style
remains fairly consistent with the
first film, and the script reason-
ably faithful to the book, so fans
will stay happy.

Pint-sized diarist Greg Hef-
fley (Zachary Gordon) returns

to Westmore Middle School as a
proud seventh grader. Naturally,
his pride doesn’t last long, as the
franchise runs on indignities (and
the occasional gross-out).

Throwing Greg off balance is
cute transfer student Holly Hills
(Peyton List), who gives him a
yet more compelling reason to try
to be cool. As ever, Greg’s guile-
less best friend, Rowley Jefferson
(Robert Capron), remains clueless
to coolness, but the larger threat
comes from Greg’s big brother,
Rodrick (Devon Bostick of “Ado-
ration”). As Greg puts it, “Rodrick
is the king of laziness, except when
it comes to torturing me.”

Rodrick is something of an
archetype of the foul teenager,
cleaned up for the tween set. Dim-
witted and mean, he lives only for
his band, L"ded Diper, donning
eyeliner to rock out on the drums.
Having pinned his dreams on Pla-
inview’s citywide talent competi-
tion, Rodrick can’t be bothered
to play nice with Greg. But their
columnist mother (Rachael Har-
ris) intently pushes them together,
lamely bribing them with “Mom
Bucks.” At first, Rodrick won’t let
up. But before long, the brothers
find themselves in a symbiotic
tangle: After they’re left alone for
a weekend, they must work to-
gether to cover up the evidence of
a “wild” party.

I say “wild” because “Diary of
a Wimpy Kid” remains resolutely
and a bit blandly innocent, with
Plainview a kind of kiddie-cable-
sitcom, time-warp fantasyland.
Reality dictates that illicit teen
parties involve more than chug-
ging soda, and that junior-high
kids wanting sneakily to watch
a DVD probably aren’t watching
the equivalent of a 1970s Hammer
horror film (though the latter al-
lows for an amusing spoof). The
boys’ first stirrings of puberty
haven’t graduated to curiosity
about sex, and Rodrick’s idea of
pranking strangers is to put fake
vomit on their cars.

On the other hand, Rodrick’s
“rules” credibly include coach-
ing Greg to cheat and lie (“Deny,
deny, deny ... “), and some junior-
high horrors never change: Greg
faces the waking equivalent of
the old “wearing just underwear
in public” dream. Despite being
affectionately mocked (by Har-
ris and an especially funny Steve
Zahn), parents will appreciate the
relative virtue of Kinney’s vision,
which may help to hold the line of
childhood innocence a bit longer.
And the kids will plotz for the
poop jokes.

Rated PG for some mild rude
humor and mischief. One hour,
36 minutes.

— Peter Canavese




NOW PLAYING

The following is a sampling of movies
recently reviewed in the Weekly:

Battle: Los Angeles +1/2

(Century 16, Century 20) A meteor shower
off the coast of Tokyo turns out to be the
first salvo in an alien invasion. With San
Francisco and San Diego conquered, Los
Angeles is the last bastion of the West
Coast. Only the U.S. Marine Corps can
save us now! Aaron Eckhart plays Marine
Staff Sergeant Michael Nantz, who just
turned in his retirement papers. For good
measure, Nantz carries survivor’s guilt
from recently losing his platoon overseas,
including the brother of one of his newly
assigned charges. The rest of Nantz’s new
unit is full of characters with Conspicuous
Reasons They Can't Die, including un-
claimed virginity and an imminent wedding.
Rated PG-13 for sustained and intense se-
quences of war violence and destruction,
and for language. One hour, 54 minutes. —
T.H. (Reviewed March 11, 2011)

Certified Copy *#+1/2

(Aquarius) “Certified Copy” takes place

in Southern Tuscany, where a small as-
semblage awaits an absent lecturer. James
Miller (William Shimell) arrives late to dis-
cuss his book, which has been awarded
“best foreign essay of the year.” Present at
the Tuscany conference is a woman (Ju-
liette Binoche) whose bothersome boy has-
tens her exit. The teen teases his mother
that she likes the author; soon thereafter,
she meets the man at her antiques gal-

lery and initiates a flirtation. As the pair go
through the age-old motions of coquetry,
cues suggest they may have a shared past
that they’re playfully ignoring. Are these
two kindling a relationship or rekindling
one? Not rated . One hour, 46 minutes. —
P.C. (Reviewed March 18, 2011)

The Music Never Stopped **x1/2
(Aquarius) Gabriel Sawyer (Lou Taylor
Pucci) came of age during the Summer

of Love, after which he disappeared from
his parents’ lives. When he turns up again
nearly 20 years later, he’s a changed man.
To blame is a brain tumor, which has left
Gabe with limited memories and a de-
monstrable inability to form any new ones.
Gabe’s mother Helen (Cara Seymour)

and father Henry (J.K. Simmons) enlist in

the Sisyphean task of getting through to
their son. The considerable strain further
disrupts the Sawyers’ marriage, but a ray
of hope emerges when Gabe responds to
music. A former garage-band lead man,
Gabe lights up when he hears music from
his “Wonder Years”: 1964-1970. The Beat-
les, The Stones, Dylan and especially The
Dead have the magical power to bring back
the Gabe his father remembers. Rated

PG for thematic elements, some mild drug
references, language and smoking. One
hour, 45 minutes. — P.C. (Reviewed March
18, 2011)

Of Gods and Men ##+1/2

(Guild) Based on a true incident in 1996
involving a clash between Algerian monks
and Islamic fundamentalists, the film in-
vites a consideration of the social roles of
religion and how the unseen and unheard
(namely God) provide unlikely justifica-

tion for radically diverse social action. The
encroachment of Islamic radicals on the
peaceful countryside presses a thorny
question to the monks: With direct conflict
inevitable, should they stay true to their
commitment to serve the local needy,

or abandon the monastery and return to
the safety of France? Rated PG-13 for

a momentary scene of startling wartime
violence, some disturbing images and brief
language. Two hours, two minutes. — P.C.
(Reviewed March 11, 2011)

Paul #%+1/2
(Century 16, Century 20) Graeme Willy (Si-
mon Pegg) and Clive Gollings (Nick Frost)
are unadulterated fanboys from Britain vis-
iting the U.S. and its array of UFO hotspots.
The geeky pals get an otherworldly shock
when a car crashes in front of them on a
quiet desert highway. The boys quickly

exit to help the driver, only to discover he

is an alien named Paul (Seth Rogen). Paul
convinces his bewildered new buds to

help him return to his home planet. Along
for the ride is Ruth Buggs (Kristen Wiig),
the sheltered daughter of a shotgun-toting
Christian fanatic. Meanwhile, Paul and the
gang are feverishly pursued by a relentless
government agent (Jason Bateman) and his
two buffoonish henchmen (Bill Hader and
Joe Lo Truglio). Rated R for language, in-
cluding sexual references, and some drug
use. 1 hour, 44 minutes. — T.H. (Reviewed
March 18, 2011)
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Lunch Buffet M-F ¢ Organic Veggies ® Reservation Accepted

www.jantaindianrestaurant.com

369 Lytton Avenue
Downtown Palo Alto
462-5903
Family owned and operated
for 15 years

ADULT DAY CAMP

e Ages 16 and over

e Clinic for 3.0 and below

e Clinic for Advanced Players (3.5 +)

e Saturday & Sunday June 11 & 12
9:00-noon & 2:00-5:00 each day

All Ability Levels Welcome

&~
NIKE TENNIS CAMPS

MOVIE TIMES

The Adjustment Bureau
(PG-13) **x1/2

Century 16: 11:35 a.m.; 2:20, 5, 7:55 & 10:30 p.m. Century 20: 11:45 a.m.; 2:15, 4:50, 7:25 &
10:05 p.m.

Battle: Los Angeles
(PG-13) *1/2

Century 16: 11:05 a.m,; 2, 4:50, 7:35 & 10:20 p.m. Century 20: 11:25 a.m.; 12:50, 2:10, 3:30, 5,
6:30, 7:45, 9:20 & 10:30 p.m.

Beastly (PG-13)
(Not Reviewed)

Century 20: Fri. & Sun.-Thu. at 10:30 p.m.

Cedar Rapids (R) **x

Century 16: 11:50 a.m.; 2:30 & 9:40 p.m.; Fri.-Wed. also at 4:45 & 7:20 p.m.

Certified Copy
(Not Rated) ***1/2

Aquarius Theatre: 2, 4:30, 7 & 9:30 p.m.

Diary of a Wimpy Kid 2:
Rodrick Rules (PG)
**x1/2

Century 16: 11:40 a.m.; 12:40, 2:05, 3:20, 4:25, 6:10, 7:10, 8:45 & 9:45 p.m. Century 20: 11:30
a.m.; 12:40, 2, 3:10, 4:30, 5:40, 7, 8:10, 9:25 & 10:35 p.m.; Sat. & Sun. also at 10:15 a.m.

Gnomeo & Juliet (G) ***x

Century 16: 11:15a.m.; In 3D at 3:50 p.m. Century 20: 11:50 a.m.; 4:10 & 8:35 p.m.; In 3D at
1:55, 6:25 & 10:45 p.m.

The Golden Arrow (1936)

Stanford Theatre: Fri. at 6:10 & 8:55 p.m.

Jane Eyre (2011) (PG-13)
*x*1/2

Palo Alto Square: 1:30, 2:30, 4:25, 5:15, 7:15 & 8:15 p.m.; Fri. & Sat. also at 10:05 p.m.

Jezebel (1938)

Stanford Theatre: Sat.-Mon. at 7:30 p.m.; Sat. & Sun. also at 4 p.m.

Just Go With It (PG-13) *1/2

Century 20: 11:35 a.m.; Fri.-Wed. also at 2:25, 5:05 & 7:50 p.m.

Justin Bieber: Never Say
Never (G) (Not Reviewed)

Century 20: In 3D at 12:05 p.m.

The King’s Speech (R) **x*x1/2

Century 16: 1, 4, 7 & 9:55 p.m. Century 20: 11:20 a.m.; 2:15, 4:55, 7:35 & 10:15 p.m.

Limitless (PG-13)
(Not Reviewed)

Century 16: 11:20 a.m.; 12:20, 1:55, 2:55, 4:40, 5:40, 7:25, 8:30 & 10:10 p.m. Century 20:
11:15 a.m.; 12:15, 1:50, 2:50, 4:25, 5:25, 7:05, 8, 9:40 & 10:35 p.m.

The Lincoln Lawyer (R)
(Not Reviewed)

Century 16: 11 a.m.; noon, 1:45, 2:45, 4:30, 5:30, 7:30, 8:40 & 10:15 p.m. Century 20: 11:25
a.m.; 12:25, 2:10, 3:20, 4:55, 6:10, 7:40, 9:10 & 10:25 p.m.

Mars Needs Moms (PG)
(Not Reviewed)

Century 16: 1:30 & 8:20 p.m.; In 3D at 6:05 p.m. Century 20: 11:15 a.m.; 3:55 & 8:30 p.m.; In
3D at 1:35, 6:15 & 10:45 p.m.

The Music Never Stopped
(PG) **1/2

Aquarius Theatre: 2:30, 5 & 9:55 p.m.; Fri.-Wed. also at 7:30 p.m.

My Run (PG-13)
(Not Reviewed)

Century 16: Thu. at 7 p.m. Century 20: Thu. at 7 p.m.

Of Gods and Men
(PG-13) ***1/2

Guild Theatre: 2:45, 5:30 & 8:30 p.m.

Paul (R) x**1/2

Century 16: 11:30 a.m.; 12:30, 2:10, 3:10, 4:55, 5:50, 7:45, 8:55 & 10:25 p.m. Century 20:
11:30 a.m.; 12:35, 2, 3:05, 4:35, 5:35, 7:15, 8:10, 9:45 & 10:40 p.m.

The Petrified Forest (1936)

Stanford Theatre: Sat.-Mon. at 5:55 & 9:25 p.m.

Rango (PG) ***x

Century 16: 11 a.m.; 1:40, 4:15, 6:50 & 9:30 p.m. Century 20: 11:10 a.m.; 1:45, 2:40, 4:20,
5:20, 6:55, 8:05, 9:30 & 10:40 p.m.; Sat. & Sun. also at 10:05 a.m.

Red Riding Hood (PG-13) *1/2

Century 20: 12:30, 3, 5:30, 7:55 & 10:20 p.m.

Satan Met a Lady (1936)

Stanford Theatre: Fri. at 7:30 p.m.

Sucker Punch (PG-13)
(Not Reviewed)

Century 16: 11:10 a.m.; 12:10, 1:50, 2:50, 4:35, 5:35, 7:40, 8:50 & 10:30 p.m. Century 20:
11:40 a.m.; 1, 2:20, 3:40, 5, 6:20, 7:40, 9 & 10:20 p.m.; Sat. & Sun. also at 10:20 a.m.

To Catch a Dollar (Not Rated)
(Not Reviewed)

Aquarius Theatre: Thu. at 7:30 p.m.

* Skip it %% Some redeeming qualities %% A good bet ** %% Outstanding

Aquarius: 430 Emerson St., Palo Alto (266-9260)
Century Cinema 16: 1500 N. Shoreline Blvd., Mountain

View (800-326-3264)

Century 20 Downtown: 825 Middlefield Road, Red-

wood City (800-326-3264)

Guild: 949 El Camino Real, Menlo Park (266-9260)
Stanford: 221 University Ave., Palo Alto (324-3700)

Internet address: For show times, plot synopses, trailers
and more information about films playing, go toPalo
AltoOnline.com.

CinéArts at Palo Alto Square: 3000 El Camino Real,

Palo Alto (493-3456)

Upcoming Events ®9 Palo Alco Chamber of Commerce

Social Media &

Internet Marketing Strategies For Small Business

Presenters: Colin Pape, President ShopCity.com, Inc., and Rachel Hatch, Embarcadero Media
Thursday ¢ March 31 ¢ 7:30 am, 10:30 am and 1:30 pm
Crowne Plaza Cabana Hotel ¢ 4290 El Camino Real ¢ Palo Alto

A Pree one-hour workshop sponsored by the Palo Alco Weekly and the Palo Alco Chamber of Commerce
Register Today: 650-223-6587 or info@ShopPaloAlto.com

Save the date: Social Media Lunch « April 20 « Noon-1 pm

Presents

The 42nd Annual Stanford Tennis School

on the Stanford Campus
Directed by Dick & Anne Gould

Overnight & Day Camps for juniors offered all summer at Stanford.
Directors are Stanford coaches, John Whitlinger & Lele Forood.

USSportsCamps.com
1-800-NIKE CAMP (1-800-645-3226)

JUNIOR DAY CAMP

* Boys & Girls, Ages 8-15

e Beginner & Intermediate Level Players
e Full and Half Day Sessions

® June 13-16

Y World Compliance Conference For
Riiph « e Chjep Legal Counsel and Compliance Executives

April 21,2011 ¢ 8 am-Noon Sheraton and the Westin Palo Alco

Free Registration: 1.877.258.1877 ext.263
Presentations and discussion of the Foreign Corrupt Practices Act.

Understand Know Your Customer requirements, given the dramatic increase in FCPA indictments,
organizations doing business overseas with multiple suppliers, vendors and third party vendors are at risk.

Thanks to Our Annual Event Sponsors

g‘l B St it i Dy Wy “ m e -
Puti Adtay e
.{rn-rnnﬂrcl: = | T R
Commersn L™y Paln Alle “%d? Biiziness GpETARTOAD
2ir e : HOUTEHAL ===

Palo Alco Chamber of Commerce @ 122 Hamilton Avenue @ Palo Alco @ 650.324.3121 ® www.PaloAlsoChambercom
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Spring
Art
Classes

Painting, sculpture,
printmaking and
more; adults,

teens and kids too!
Register before
March 27 and get

10% off

Register now for Summer Camps for

668 Ramona Street
Palo Alto, CA 94301
650.321.3891
PacificArtLeague.org

Fating Out

Kids & Teens too! Camps start June 27.

EACH THREE YEARS, ENDING MAY 31, 2014
(Terms of Bernstein, Kohler, Loukianoff, Makinen)

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the City Council is seeking applications for
the Historic Resources Board from persons interested in serving in one of
four, three year terms ending May 31, 2014.

Eligibility Requirements: The Historic Resources Board is composed of seven
members appointed by the City Council and who serve without pay. Members
shall have demonstrated interest in and knowledge of history, architecture or
historic preservation. One member shall be an owner/occupant of a category
one or two historic structure, or of a structure in an historic district; three
members shall be architects, landscape architects, building designers or
other design professionals and at least one member shall possess academic
education or practical experience in history or a related field.

Duties: The primary duties of the Historic Resources Board include: a)
Reviewing and making recommendations to the Architectural Review Board
on proposed exterior changes of commercial and multiple-family buildings on
the Historic Building Inventory; b) Reviewing and making recommendations on
exterior changes of significant (Categories 1 and 2) single-family residences on
the Historic Building Inventory; c) Researching and making recommendations
to the City Council on proposed additions and on reclassifications of existing
buildings on the Inventory; and d) Performing other functions as may be
delegated from time to time to the Historic Resources Board by the City
Council.

Application forms and appointment information are available in the City
Clerk’s Office, 250 Hamilton Avenue, Palo Alto - (650) 329-2571 or may be
obtained on the website at http://www.cityofpaloalto.org.

Deadline for receipt of applications in the City Clerk’s Office is 5:30 p.m., April
14, 2011. If one of the incumbents does not re-apply, the final deadline for
non-incumbents will be April 19, 2011 at 5:30 p.m.

DONNA J. GRIDER
City Clerk

I TH
O ANNIVERSARY EDITION

XTREME

spring fling
Friday, April 1, 2011
The Ritz-Carlton

HALF MOON BAY

Golf classic, shopping boutique
and luncheon plus
evening bash benefitting the
Juvenile Diabetes Research Foundation

Event Sponsors
US Bank & The Chisholm and Lucas Families

Visit jdrfbayarea.org/springfling
for more information

This space donated as a community service by the Palo Alto Weekly.
(!
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Veronica Weber

RESTAURANT REVIEW

Corned-beef hash with poached eggs in hollandaise sauce, served

with a biscuit.

A truly hearty breakfast

Morning portions range between generous
and gigantic at Country Gourmet

by Dale F. Bentson

n chilly and not so chilly
0 mornings, [ love waking

to thoughts of a bounteous
breakfast. My lifestyle doesn’t al-
low for indulgence in a big break-
fast very often, but when it does,
it’s a place like Country Gourmet
in Mountain View that whets my
appetite.

Country Gourmet has been a
fixture on the southeast corner of
El Camino Real and Rengstorff
Avenue for decades. Architectur-
ally, the restaurant resembles a
small farm structure. Built in the
late 1960s, the building originally
housed a unit of the long-defunct
Red Barn restaurant chain, ac-
cording to owner Herman Shaw.

“The property had been in the

family for many years. After
Red Barn closed, the building
sat empty for some time,” Shaw
said. In 1981, his son conceived
the family-restaurant idea and
the place has been a local favorite
ever since.

Shaw is the only family mem-
ber active in the restaurant but
has other business interests that
limit his on-site time. “We have
a manager and most of the staff
has been with us for 10 years,” he
said.

From my perspective, it seems
to be a well-run operation.

While Country Gourmet is
open six days a week for break-
fast, lunch and dinner, I’'m focus-
ing on the early menu for this

breakfast review.

“Healthy Food and Lots
of It” is the logo beneath the
Country Gourmet sign that
beckons along El Camino. It’s
one advertising line that few
could dispute, at least the “lots
of it” part. Portions range be-
tween generous and gigantic,
frequently overflowing the
large plates that the orders are
served on.

Just inside the door, the
“Place Order Here” sign was
a little off-putting on my first
visit, where the service was
semi-self-serve. Orders were
delivered to the table but there
was no attendant table service.
There was an area for water
and soft drinks, while another
section was designated as the
serve-yourself coffee station.
The behind-the-counter staff
was friendly but I missed
a perky waitress sashaying
around the breakfast room, re-
filling coffee mugs willy-nilly
and calling everyone “hon.”

Printed menus were ready
for diners at the door, listing
the usual retinue of omelets,
scrambles, Benedicts, quiches,
pancakes and eggs any which
way, with sides of fruit, biscuits,
potatoes, meats, toast options,
grilled polenta, guacamole and
hollandaise sauce.

There was also a chalkboard
behind the order/pay position
that catalogued 17 additional
breakfast specials. “Come ear-
lier” was my lesson; several of
the specials were already sold
out.

According to Shaw, the most
popular item is Belgian waffles
($7.95). The waffles are topped
with a thicket of blackberries and
sliced strawberries, along with
Chantilly cream and scoops of
sweet butter, with syrup on the
side. It’s an artistic plate, worthy
of a Dutch Master’s signature, but
this edible art would have pleased
even Vermeer — had he loved
waffles.

Pumpkin pancakes ($7.95) were
also topped with a bucketful of
sweet butter, with cranberry and
maple syrups on the side. There
were no additional frills, and my
initial reaction was that eight
bucks was a lot for two pancakes.
Still, it was plenty to eat: I could
barely manage a salad for dinner
that evening. The pancakes were
dense and flavorful, fresh-tasting
and slightly nutty. My only real
complaint was that the cran-
berry syrup was teeth-chattering
sweet.

The San Jose omelet ($8.75),




served open-face, was layered with
bacon, cheddar and jack cheeses,
diced tomatoes, roasted tomatillo
salsa, avocado and sour cream, and
came with a choice of two sides.
Although I couldn’t finish it all, my
mind still carries an image of that
tempting omelet.

Corned beef hash ($8.95) was a
mini-mountain of grilled potatoes,
house-made corned beef, bell pep-
pers, tomato and onions, topped
with two poached eggs under a
blanket of hollandaise sauce.

The hash and eggs were delicious
and the hollandaise well prepared.
I didn’t like them together, though.
The lemony sauce seemed at odds
with the other savory ingredients
rather than complementing them.
Next time, I'll ask them to hold the
hollandaise and give the hash its just
due: a liberal splash of Tabasco.

I cringed when I saw the size of
the Italian sausage omelet ($8.95).
The eggs ballooned with spicy
sausage, mushrooms, feta cheese,
fresh arugula and sweet peppers.
Unwisely, I chose potatoes as one
of the sides. Not that they weren’t
delicious, but it was just too much
when coupled with the huge bis-
cuit that was more scone-like and
bigger than any other flaky little
breakfast biscuit in the neighbor-
hood. I passed on dinner altogether
that evening.

Country Gourmet has an excel-
lent children’s menu ($5.25). Every
order is served with a ramekin of
fruit and choice of milk or juice
and either pancakes, chocolate-chip
pancake, cheese omelet or breakfast
quesadilla (eggs, bacon and cheese)
all designed specifically for chil-
dren.

The interior of Country Gourmet
is zigzagged off with wood planters
filled with living plants, making the
dining room more intimate than if
it were one large open space. There
is a small patio for use in warmer
weather. Tables are tile-topped,
chairs of sturdy wood.

Daylight floods the room even
on inclement days thanks to high-
up windows. Restrooms must be
accessed from the parking lot, but
are part of the building, a holdover
from Red Barn days.

Next time you’re hankering for
an all-American, amped up, heavy-
duty, super-delicious, home-styled,
100 percent authentic and “lots of
it” breakfast, Country Gourmet is
the place for you. Who knows? You
might be hungry again in a day or
two. m

Country Gourmet

2098 W. El Camino Real
Mountain View
650-962-1700
cgmountainview.com

Breakfast hours: Tue.-Fri.
7-11 a.m.; Sat.-Sun. 8 a.m.-
2:30 p.m. Closed Mondays.

[ ]Reservations [ ]Banquet
Credit cards [v] Catering
Lot Parking v [/ Outdoor
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Don’t miss this stunning WORLD PREMIERE!
. —a -

heatre\Vorks

SILICON VALLEY

RIVETING! keht us

swimming in suspense”sr chonide

{he
1orth

By Rajiv Joseph

Pulitzer Prize Finalist

Contains mature language.

Now thru Apl"il 3 Lucie Stern Theatre, Palo Alto
TICKETS: theatreworks.org 650.463.1960

il IRADITICN

Of CARIN

PALO ALTO COMMONS offers a
comprehensive program for individuals with
Alzheimer's disease and dementia in our
Meadow Wing. Here, residents enjoy daily
walks on beautiful garden paths and a full
program of activities to engage mind, body

and spirit.

For residents in the lafer stages of Alzheimer's
disease, our Focused Care Program provides
for all of the resident’s unique needs. Here,
fomilies are assured that their loved one will
get the best care in the most appropriate
environment now and in the future as needs

may change.

Call today... 650-494-0760

24 Hour On-site Licensed Nurse Services

TREASURE
MARKET 2011

VINTAGE
INVOGUE

Arts, Antiques, and

Collectibles Sale benefiting

Cantor Arts Center

at Stanford University

Friday, March 25th

6:30 pm - 9:30 pm

Opening Night Party & Sale
Featuring Vintage Treasures

Dress: Vintage Attire Optional

Tickets: $75 members, $100 non-members

Saturday, March 26th &
Sunday, March 27th
10am -2 pm

Tickets at the door: $5

To purchase opening night tickets

please call 650-723-2997

For more information

visit our website at museum.stanford.edu/TM

To donate sale items, please call 650-326-4533.
All proceeds benefit the art acquisitions fund at

the Cantor Arts Center at Stanford.

flo[A] o
COMMOTS

Quality Assisted Living

INDEPENDENTLY

////,,A

PALC B ALTC
COMMONS

4075 El Camino Way, Palo Alto, CA 94306

650-494-0760

www. paloaltocommons.com

License #435200706 @ e‘j
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Sports
Shorts

CARDINAL CORNER. . . The
Stanford women swam to a
fourth-place finish at the NCAA
Championships paced by fresh-
man Maya DiRado’s runnerup
finish in the 200-yard individual
medley and third-place showing
in the 400 IM. At 1:54.66, DiRado
trails only Julia Smit in Stanford
history. DiRado’s 4:01.20 time in
the 400 IM bettered her No. 3
ranking. She was a four-time All-
American overall. Kate Dwelley
was a national runnerup in the
100 free on the final day, giving
the senior seven top-16 finishes
and 23 in her career. Liz Smith
closed out her career as a four-
time All-American in the 200
breast. Senior diver Meg Hostage
earned All-American honors by
finishing third in the one-meter
and seventh in the platform . . .
Stanford’s wrestlers posted their
best-ever showing at the NCAA
Championships last weekend in
Philadelphia, placing 11th. Junior
Nick Amuchastegui (174 pounds)
became just the second Cardi-
nal wrestler to reach an NCAA
final and earned his second ca-
reer All-America honor with his
second-place finish. Joining Amu-
chastegui as All-Americans were
senior Zack Giesen (197 pounds)
and sophomore Ryan Mango (125
pounds), each of whom placed
sixth. It marks the first time in

the 95-year history of wrestling

at Stanford that the Cardinal has
produced three All-Americans in
the same season . . . The men’s
golf team is seeking its first tour-
nament title this academic year
and is expected to battle No. 3
Alabama this weekend at the Lin-
ger Longer Invitational in Eaton-
ton, Ga. Stanford’s Andrew Yun,
at No. 5, is the highest-ranked
golfer in the field . . . Stanford has
retained the overall lead in the first
winter Division | Learfield Sports
Directors’ Cup standings with 674
points.

ON THE AIR

Friday
College baseball: Long Beach St. at
Stanford, 6 p.m., KZSU (90.1 FM)
Saturday
College baseball: Long Beach St. at
Stanford, 1 p.m., KZSU (90.1 FM)
Women’s basketball: NCAAs: Stan-
ford vs. North Carolina, 8:30 p.m.; ES-
PN2; KZSU (90.1 FM)
Sunday
College baseball: Long Beach St. at
Stanford, 1 p.m., KZSU (90.1 FM)
Monday
Women'’s basketball: Stanford-North
Carolina winner vs. Gonzaga-Louisville
winner, 6:00 p.m.; ESPN2

READ MORE ONLINE

www.PASportsOnline.com

For expanded daily coverage of college
and prep sports, please see our new
site at www.PASportsOnline.com

Stanford’s (L-R) Toni Kokenis, Lindy La Rocque, Neka Ogwumike, Jeanette Pohl

E ; E -.E : ==

!Luq:roqup.lo;ue;s/ppol uyor

en, Kayla Pedersen, Chiney Ogwumike and Mikaela Ruef all had a hand in «

75-49 victory over St. John’s on Monday that earned the No. I-seeded Cardinal a berth in Saturday’s Sweet Sixteen matchup against North Carolina in Spokane.

WOMEN’S NCAA BASKETBALL

It’s a real team
effort all the way

Stanford players have formed a successful,
championship bond heading into Sweet 16

by Rick Eymer

hey’ve already discussed at-
T tending each other’s weddings

and baby showers and they
have yet to graduate from Stanford.
The Cardinal women’s basketball
team formed such a strong bond
that junior Nnemkadi Ogwumike
said she already knows these are
forever friends.

“They are fun to be around,” Og-
wumike said of her teammates. “It’s
not just basketball. We like hanging
out together and talking about how
we will be at each other’s weddings.
It’s just a close relationship.”

Ogwumike thinks that relation-
ship will come in handy as top-
seeded and second-ranked Stanford
(31-2) prepares for its Sweet Sixteen

appearance against fifth-seeded and
14th-ranked North Carolina (27-8) in
Spokane’s Veterans Memorial Arena
at 8:30 p.m. Saturday (ESPN2).

In a nod to ever increasing par-
ity in women’s basketball, the other
regional semifinal features seventh-
seeded Louisville (22-12) and 11th
seeded Gonzaga (30-4) at 6 p.m.

The winners meet Monday to de-
termine a berth in the Final Four.

The Cardinal beat St. John’s, 75-
49, this past Monday to reach the
Sweet 16. Stanford, winner of 25
straight, outscored the Red Storm,
61-27, over the final 29:47.

Stanford’s senior class won all
63 regular-season games played at
Maples Pavilion, one of three teams
in the country to have accomplished

Paul Sakuma/Associated Press

Stanford seniors Kayla Pederson (left) and Jeanette Pohlen went 63-0 in home
games during their four-year career.

that. Tennessee and Connecticut are
the others.

“You want to play with them and
for them,” Ogwumike said of her
teammates. “Our team captains do
a great job of including everybody.
We need that accountability.”

The senior class actually did ex-
perience a loss at home: a 97-62 ex-

hibition defeat to USA Basketball in
November of 2007. The regular-sea-
son streak started with a 96-61 win
over USF and included an overtime
victory against Tennessee, which
eventually beat the Cardinal for the
2008 national crown.

(continued on next page)

Pinewood girls take a shot at history in state hoop finale

by Keith Peters

little history can be made by
A the Pinewood girls’ basketball
team when it takes on St. Ber-
nard of Playa del Rey for the CIF
Division V State Championship at
Power Balance Pavilion in Sacra-
mento on Friday.
The Panthers, ranked No. 1 in the
state in Division V, can break the
all-time state record for most three-
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pointers in a season. Pinewood
needs only one trey to reach 339,
which would eclipse the state mark
of 338 set by the Panthers in 2003.
Pinewood (27-5) also can be-
come the first Division V team in
state history to win five state crowns
with a victory over St. Bernard (24-
10), which will be seeking its fourth
state title — the first in Division V
— when the teams tip off at 3:30

p.m.

“I’d rather have one than the
other,” said Pinewood coach Doc
Scheppler, when asked which
achievement he’d prize most.

A fifth state title, of course, is
Pinewood’s main goal. In order to
accomplish that, the Panthers will
have to break the three-point record.
Pinewood tied its own mark with
eight treys in a 41-36 victory over St.

Joseph-Notre Dame of Alameda last
Saturday in the CIF NorCal finals at
Folsom High.

Pinewood made only eight of 38
three-pointers last weekend and
finished just 13 of 51 for the field.
Yet, the Panthers still found a way
to win. That will be the task on Fri-
day once again against a St. Bernard

(continued on page 31)
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Stanford head coach Tara VanDerveer congratulates Nnemkadi Ogwumike and the rest of her players before

L

| B,

the Cardinal wrapped up a 75-49 victory over St. John’s in a second round NCAA game on Monday.

NCAA basketball

(continued from previous page)

Ogwumike is one of the tri-cap-
tains with seniors Kayla Pedersen
and Jeanette Pohlen. All three have
played vital roles in developing team
chemistry over the past few years.

“We’ve talked about this from
day one how deep this team is and
how each player has created a role
for themselves on the court and with
the team,” Ogwumike said.

As Stanford plays deeper into the
tournament, depth may serve as the
X-factor. With everybody involved,
it only makes sense for bench play-
ers to be accepted into the fold. Even
senior Hannah Donaghe, out all year
with a torn ACL, has her role: run-
ning the 3-point double high fives
along the bench.

Sophomore Mikaela Ruef played
22 minutes against St. John’s, show-
ing off her 3-point shooting ability,
her ability to finish strong and draw
the foul, and her passing ability.

Freshman Toni Kokenis is one of
the first players off the bench and
Melanie Murphy, Sarah Boothe and
Joslyn Tinkle are involved in the
rotation.

Ogwumike, with fellow 6-foot-

ers Chiney Ogwumike, Pedersen
and Pohlen, has a chance to work
against other talented 6-footers like
Ruef, Boothe, Tinkle and Ashley
Cimino.

That will come in handy when
Stanford meets the Tar Heels, who
feature five players between 6-0 and
6-6.

“Those guys challenge us every
day,” Ogwumike said of Stanford’s
talented reserves, some of whom
(like Ruef) were state players of
the year or among the very best.
“They’re aggressive, they don’t let
us make our favorite moves and
they are so good about preparing
that they often know our opponents
better than we do. We're confident
any time one of them goes into the
game. They are as good as we are.”

North Carolina brings one of
the better heart-warming stories
to Spokane in the form of 6-foot-3
senior Jessica Breland. She missed
last season while receiving treat-
ment for Hodgkin’s lymphoma.
After being diagnosed in the spring
of 2009, Breland spent six months
undergoing chemotherapy at UNC
Hospitals. She remains under close
monitoring.

North Carolina, which won the
national championship in 1994, and

Grace Mashore (L), Ashley Cimino, Lindy La Rocque, Melanie Murphy
and Sara James (21) hope to keep celebrating this weekend.
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is coached by veteran Sylvia Hatch-
ell (859 wins, three-time national
Coach of the Year), even has its own
Nicole Powell, a 5-10 senior guard.

The Tar Heels also feature 6-5
Chay Shegog, 6-6 Waltiea Rolle, 6-1
Laura Broomfield and 6-0 guard
Krista Gross.

“Right now is the best time to be
playing your best basketball,” said
Gross, who had 14 points and 10 re-
bounds in their 86-74 victory over
Kentucky. We know what to expect
now. All the anxiety and nerves are
gone and now our focus turns back
to just basketball.”

North Carolina opened the season
with 14 consecutive victories and
finished the regular season with a
four-game losing streak. The Tar
Heels have won six of seven in the
postseason.

Italee Lucas, a 5-8 senior guard
who played at Centennial High in
Las Vegas, leads the Tar Heels with
a 16.7 scoring average. Stanford
junior Lindy La Rocque played at
Durango High, about 20 miles south
of Centennial.

Stanford and North Carolina
have met once before; in the NCAA
Sweet 16 in 1995. The Cardinal end-
ed the Tar Heels’ season with an 81-
71 victory in Los Angeles. Current
assistant coach Kate Paye was then
a senior guard for Stanford.

The Cardinal last played in Spo-
kane when Pedersen and Pohlen
were freshmen.

“My favorite memory from that
trip was the Maryland game,” Ped-
ersen said. “How hyped we were for
it, how Candice (Wiggins) led the
way. Jeanette and I really wanted to
go back. It’s a special place for us.”

Stanford beat Maryland, 98-89,
to reach the Final Four. Wiggins
scored 41 points, JJ Hones added
23 and Pedersen added 15. Pohlen
played 10 minutes.

Pederson, Pohlen and Neka Og-
wumike now lead the way with a
strong cast that hopes to be starring
at the Final Four in Indianapolis next
weekend. For Stanford, it’s all about
team and teamwork — something at
which the Cardinal excels. m
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PREP ROUNDUP

Pitching efforts keep
Menlo, Palo Alto on top

Despite a week of bad weather, Knights and Vikings manage to
post victories and keep impressive baseball seasons on track

by Keith Peters

hile the weather was the
real winner this week, the
Menlo School and Palo

Alto baseball teams didn’t let the
elements overcome them. Instead,
both squads took advantage of
brief windows of clear skies and
used some strong pitching to post
impressive victories.

In a showdown
between two defend-
ing section champi-
ons, Central Coast
Section Division
IIT champ Menlo
handed North Coast
Section Division V
champ Redwood
Christian a 7-0 non-
league loss in Ather-
ton. The Knights
improved to 8-1 as
starter Freddy Avis |
pitched five shutout
innings, allowed
only two hits while
striking out six.

After playing
an epic 13-inning
game last year that
featured current
Stanford pitcher AJ
Vanegas throwing seven shutout in-
nings before Menlo’s Dylan Mayer
hit a walk off homer to win it, this
one was over early as the Knights
scored three in the first and then
three more in the second and never
looked back.

The Knights once again were led
by senior Jake Bruml, who had two
hits and two RBI, but the key hit
was by senior shortstop Tim Benton,
who knocked in the first two runs
with a clutch two-out, two-strike hit
in the first inning.

Palo Alto, meanwhile, moved
its Wednesday game up a day and
junior Ben Sneider came up with
his best pitching performance of
the season, issuing just one hit dur-
ing an 8-0 complete-game baseball
victory over visiting Homestead in
SCVAL De Anza Division action on
Tuesday.

The Vikings (5-0, 8-3) took over
sole possession of first place by
banging out 13 hits. Ozzie Braff,
Cory Tenanes, Christoph Bono,
Will Glazier and Drake Swezey all
had a pair of hits while T.J. Braff
drove in three runs.

Palo Alto holds a one-game lead
over Wilcox, Los Altos and Home-
stead. All are 3-1 after being rained
out last Friday.

In the SCVAL El Camino Division,
Gunn suffered its first setback in di-
vision play in an 8-6 loss to host San-
ta Clara on Tuesday night at Wash-
ington Park. The Titans (2-1, 4-4-1)
grabbed a 2-0 lead after two innings
before the Bruins tied it in the third.
Gunn went ahead 4-2 in the top of
the fifth, but Santa Clara scored five
times in the bottom of the inning for
the eventual winning runs.

In the PAL Bay Division, Menlo-
Atherton also moved up its opener
but suffered a 4-3 loss to host Se-

Paly’s Ben Sneider

quoia on Tuesday in 10 innings. The
Bears (0-1, 5-3) out-hit the Chero-
kees, 13-7.

Boys’ golf

Despite playing in soggy condi-
tions, Sacred Heart Prep produced
a 196-225 victory over host King’s
Academy in a West Bay Athletic
League dual match on Wednesday
at Sunnyvale Mu-
nicipal. SHP junior
Kevin Knox earned
medalist honors
with a 2-over-par 37
on a cool, breezy af-
ternoon. Teammates
Ricky Galliani and
Taylor Oliver each
shot 40 as the Ga-
tors improved to
4-1 in league (5-1
overall).

On Monday,
Stanford-bound se-
nior Patrick Grimes
of Menlo School
= shot a l-under-par
5 70 to earn medalist

& Catholic ~ Wild-
cat Invitational at
the Meadow Club

in Fairfax. The finish by Grimes

helped the Knights finish fourth in
the team race with 393 strokes.
Menlo sophomore Andrew Buch-

anan finished third overall with a

1-over 72 as he carded five birdies,

while senior Bobby Pender shot 81,

junior Will Petit had an 83 and ju-

nior Jackson Dean carded an 86.
Also on Monday, Vincent Yang

shot a 1-over-par 37 to pace Gunn

to a 202-212 victory over Palo Alto
in a SCVAL De Anza Division dual
match at Palo Alto Municipal. Her-
bert Sadler-Wong added a 39 for
the Titans (4-0-1), who handed the

Vikings (4-1) their first loss of the

season despite a 38 from Sam Niet-

hammer and a 39 by Grant Raffel.

Boys’ lacrosse

Palo Alto and Mountain View
came into Wednesday night’s league
game on Paly’s turf field with mo-
mentum and an eye on this year’s
SCVAL championship. The Vikings
boasted a 4-0 record and last year’s
overtime victory against the Spar-
tans in the title game. Mountain
View was riding its own four-game
winning streak.

After almost 48 minutes of tough,
physical play with five lead changes
and intermittent rain, the Spartans
led 10-9 — but the Vikings had the
ball and a timeout before the final
24 seconds. Coach Craig Conover’s
squad couldn’t recreate the last-min-
ute magic that characterized its title
run last season, however, and the
Spartans came away with the win
and an impressive 4-0 record and
early season league lead. Palo Alto
falls to 2-1 in league (4-1 overall).

Paly was led by Kevin Proceviat,
who had four goals and one assist,
and Zach Spain, who tallied three
goals and one assist. m
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GUIDE TO 2011 SUMMER CAMPS FOR KIDS

Athletic Fitness —“Train with the Best” Menlo Park
Riekes Summer Camps — A world of opportunity and fun-filled learning. Ages 9-18. Strength & conditioning, speed &
agility, sport specific training, skills development, professional coaches, pre & post evals, leading edge methods, latest
equipment. Sessions run from June through August.

www.riekes.org 650-364-2509

Bay Area Equestrian Center Woodside
At Wunderlich County Park Stables. Kids 8-15 have outdoor fun joining BAEC for horse camps. Camps focus on caring for
and riding horses so come ready to ride and have fun learning good horse care.

www.bayareaequestrian.net 650-446-1414

Camp Jones Gulch La Honda
Join the fun this summer! Camp Jones Gulch offers friendship and growth to kids ages 6-16. Enjoy our Traditional Camp or
Mini, Horse, Surfing, Leadership and Travel Camps. One- and two-week sessions. Limited financial assistance available.

www.campjonesgulch.org 415-848-1200

Champion Tennis Camps Atherton
CTC provides an enjoyable way for your Junior to begin learning the game of tennis or to continue developing existing
skills. The 4-6 year olds have fun learning eye-hand coordination and building self-esteem!

www.alanmargot-tennis.net 650-400-0464

Don Shaw’s Volleyball Training Academy Sunnyvale
Join former Stanford University Men’s and Women'’s head coach, Hall of Famer and 4-time NCAA Champion Don Shaw
this summer at our camp for HS GIRLs July 13th, 14th & 15th and for HS BOY’s July 18th, 19th & 20th. This camp gives
players, who have the desire, the chance to improve their skills and learn proven techniques that will help them become
more consistent and enhance their chances to play at a higher level.

www.mvvclub.com 408-329-0488

Jefunira Camp Palo Alto
Celebrating our 20th year of Jefunira Camp summer fun in 2011! Come join us for some good old fashion summer fun!
Our combination of an exceptional college aged staff and innovative, inclusive programming will create a memorable
summer experience for your child. Programming for children ages 4-13. Pre and post camp care offered.

www.jefuniracamp.com 650-291-2888

Kim Grant Tennis Academy Summer Camps Palo Alto/Menlo Park/ Redwood City
Fun and Specialized junior camps for Mini (3-5), Beginner, Intermediate 1 & 2, Advanced and Elite Players. Weekly
programs designed by Kim Grant to improve players technique, fitness, agility, mental toughness and all around tennis
game. Camps in Palo Alto, Menlo Park and Redwood City. Come make new friends and have tons of FUN!!

www.KimGrantTennis.com 650-752-8061

Matt Lottich Life Skills Basketball Camp Woodside/ Redwood City
MLLS offers high-level, high-energy basketball instruction for ages 6-16. This summer we celebrate the 8th year!! With
two to three “leagues” in each session, young beginners to advanced elite players get to learn fundamental skills,
advanced footwork and valuable life lessons from an unparalleled staff of Pro and Collegiate level players. Camps at
Woodside Elementary and Sequoia High School. Early bird, multi-session, and group discounts available.

www.mllscamp.com 1-888-537-3223

Spring Down Camp Equestrian Center Portola Valley
Spring Down camp teaches basic to advanced horsemanship skills. All ages welcome! Daily informative lecture, riding
lesson, supervised hands-on skill practice, safety around horses, tacking/untacking of own camp horse, and arts/crafts.
www.springdown.com 650-851-1114

Stanford Water Polo Camps Stanford
Ages 7 and up. New to the sport or have experience, we have a camp for you. Half day or full day option for boys and
girls. All the camps offer fundamental skill work, position work, scrimmages and games.

https://stanfordwaterpolocamps.com 650-725-9016

Summer at Saint Francis Mountain View
Sports & Activity Camp (ages 6-12): This all sports camp provides group instruction in a variety of field, water and court
games. Saint Francis faculty and students staff the camp, and the focus is always on fun. The program is dedicated to
teaching teamwork, sportsmanship and positive self-esteem.

www.sfhs.com/summer 650-968-1213 ext. 446

Summer at Saint Francis Mountain View
Advanced Sports Camps (5th-9th grades): We offer a wide selection of advanced sports camps designed to provide
players with the opportunity to improve both their skill and knowledge of a specific sport. Each camp is run by a Head
Varsity Coach at Saint Francis, and is staffed by members of the coaching staff.

www.sfhs.com/summer 650-968-1213 ext. 446

Team Esface Elite Basketball Skills Clinics Woodside/ Redwood City
SpringTraining (April-May).High-energy, high-level basketballtrainingforages6-16.Useyouroffseasonasatimetodevelop
yourbasketballskillsandIQwiththeunparalleledcoachingstaffofTeamEsface.Learnthefundamentalsofthegame, offensive
attack moves and advanced footwork through dynamic drills and competitions led by young, positive coaches including
former Division 1 athletes. Apriland May. Two days per week. Sibling and group discounts available. More information and
sign up at: www.teamesface.com 1-888-537-3223

YMCA of Silicon Valley Peninsula
Say hello to summer fun at the YMCA! Choose from enriching day or overnight camps in 35 locations: arts, sports, science,
travel, and more. For youth K-10th grade. Includes weekly fieldtrips, swimming and outdoor adventures. Accredited by
the American Camp Association. Financial assistance available.

www.ymcasv.org/summercamp 408-351-6400

Delphi Academy Santa Clara
Have your best summer ever at Delphi Academy’s summer camp! Ages 5-13. Full Day Camp. Morning academics with
experienced teachers, afternoon activities, day trips, camping trips, swimming, sports, crafts, activities, and a lot of fun!
www.bestsummerever.org 408-260-2300
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Kendall Cody J

Sacred Heart Prep
The senior scored 16 goals
and added five assists dur- best 7-1 record for singles
ing a 3-1 week in lacrosse, and doubles in four matches
including 13 goals in the vic- as the Knights defeated
tories, in addition to playing  three opponents, 8-0, be-
solid defense while helping fore falling in the finals of
limit the oppositionto 7 1/2  the National All-American
goals per outing. Invitational tennis tourney.

Justin Chan

Menlo School
The junior fashioned a team-

Honorable mention
Austin Braff
Palo Alto baseball
T.J). Braff
Palo Alto baseball
Graham Fisher

Julia Ama
Gunn swimming
Charlotte Biffar
Palo Alto lacrosse
Caitlin Ciardella
Pinewood basketball Gunn baseball
Caroline Cummings Patrick Grimes
Sacred Heart Prep lacrosse Menlo golf
Hailie Eackles* Frankie Hattler
Pinewood basketball Sacred Heart Prep lacrosse
Julia Keller Cory Valenti
Sacred Heart Prep lacrosse Palo Alto lacrosse

* previous winner

To see video interviews of the Athletes of the Week, go to www.PASportsOnline.com

ICC Summer

o

W
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India Community Center’s
Cultural and Specialty Summer Camps

Now In Palo Alto
Dates: June 27th - July 22nd, 2011
Location: 3981 El Camino Real, Palo Alto
Types of Camps: All About India Camp, Folk Dances of India
Camp, Hindi Camp, Treasures of the Taj Camp, Crafts of India Camp

India

Community

Center

(408) 934-1130 x225 info@indiacc.org
www.IndiaCC.org

J ACE J SUMMER Music CAMPS

e My First Rock Camp  June 27-July 1 RwC -Play inaband

e Girls Rock Camp July 5-9 RWC -Live performance

e Advanced Rock Camp July 11-15 RWC ‘Improvisation

e Rock Camp July 18-22 RWC Recording

Recording/Jam Camp July 25-29 RWC -Ear training

Rock Camp August 1-5 PA -Vocal instruction

- _-]Ohl"l J-ordan, dlrector.650-—722—-1581 - -Rhythm Training

Wwww.jacejmusic.com acejmusic @gmall.com




Sports

State basketball

(continued from page 28)

team with five players standing 6
feet or taller.

“They pose some problems,”
Scheppler said of the Vikings,
who featured 6-foot-3 senior Kacy
Swain, headed for UCLA, and 6-2
freshman Lajahna Drummer, who
leads the team with averages of 17.3
points and 11.9 rebounds per game.
Swain is second with 11.3 ppg and
10.3 rebounds. i
“They pound the
offensive boards.
I’'m hoping we
can minimize the
damage inside.”

Scheppler said
his team hasn’t
faced this much
height since the
Nike Tournament
of Champions in
Arizona in De-
cember. Pinewood
went 3-1 that
weekend.

Along with St.
Bernard’s height
and length, the
Vikings play an
extended zone,

Pinewood beat St. Anthony of
Long Beach, 62-44, in last year’s
state final and Scheppler sees simi-
larities between St. Anthony and St.
Bernard.

“They’re similar in size,” Schep-
pler said. “We brought them out of
their zone.”

Pinewood, however, is without a
key player from last season’s team
— Jenna McLoughlin, the team’s
tallest player at 5-10. She missed
much of this season after undergo-
ing a second ACL operation.
: “Not having
her in the line-
up against this
particular team
makes a differ-
ence,” Scheppler
said. “If they (St.
Bernard) start
playing volleyball
out there, we’re in
trouble.”

Pinewood will
o'have to pressure
B fullcourt force
" <2
shoot
& we]l from the pe-
Srimeter and be
able to play its
g game — all the
¢ while trying to
S limit second and

which will put a
premium on Pin-
ewood’s three-
point shooting if the Panthers are
unable to penetrate.

“We definitely have to shoot bet-
ter than the other day,” Scheppler
said of his team’s 25 percent effort
against St. Joseph. “We do not have
to shoot the lights out, just shoot OK
and hold down the fort. They are not
a great-shooting team; we are.”

Scheppler sees Friday’s champi-
onship game as a matchup between
his team’s veteran experience and
perimeter game against St. Ber-
nard’s youth and inside presence.

“They are freshman-laden and we
are senior-laden,” Scheppler said.
“I'm hoping the two-year difference
in age will make a difference.”

Also in Pinewood’s favor, per-
haps, is the fact the Panthers are the
defending Division V state cham-
pions while St. Bernard last won a
Division IV state crown in 1998.

SI932d YHsy

Pinewood senior Miranda Seto
will wrap up standout career.

Pinewood senior Hailie Eackles
is averaging 23.5 ppg.

third shots by St.
Bernard..

“We have to
create some opportunities for our-
selves,” Scheppler said. “We’ll defi-
nitely have to find a way to penetrate
that zone.”

Pinewood senior Hailie Eackles
will need to be at her best on Friday.
She scored 16 points and grabbed
18 rebounds in the NorCal final,
but made only four of 22 shots from
the field for 18 percent. She’ll take
a23.5 scoring average and 2,089 ca-
reer points into the state finale.

Eackles still came through in the
clutch with three free throws in the
final moments to hold off St. Jo-
seph, which trailed by 34-32 before
Kelsey Morehead hit a big three-
pointer for a 37-32 lead.

Eackles made two free throws for
a 39-32 lead with 47 seconds to play,
made another and then Morehead
sank the final free throw. Senior
Caitlin Ciardella made two big treys
in the second half and played well to
keep the Panthers on top.

“Our shot selection wasn’t very
good and we turned it over too much
against their zone,” Scheppler said
of the St. Joseph game. “It never was
a smooth-flowing game, as far as of-
fensive execution. But, we won.”

The key to the game, Scheppler
said, was Pinewood holding its own
on the boards (both teams had 38
rebounds) and a solid defensive ef-
fort that held St. Joseph’s 6-foot-4
Carmen Lockhart to 10 points and
a trio of high-scoring guards to a
combined 12 points.

“They (St. Joseph) did their dam-
age on the offensive boards and put-
backs,” explained Scheppler. “I was
really pleased with our defensive
effort. We forced 19 turnovers, that
was crucial.

“Now, we're looking to have a
great game in the state finals. [
know we’re ready to play. They’ve
worked hard all year for this. They
know how to play in big games,
and they can do great things in big
games.” m

Harker Summer Programs San Jose
K-12 offerings taught by exceptional, experienced faculty and staff. K-6 morning academics - focusing on math, language
arts and science - and full spectrum of afternoon recreation. Grades 6-12 for-credit courses and non-credit enrichment
opportunities. Swim, Tennis and Soccer also offered.

www.summer.harker.org 408-553-0537

iD Tech Camps - Summer Tech Fun! Stanford
Ages 7-17 create video games, iPhone apps, C++/Java programs, websites and more. Weeklong, day and overnight
programs held at Stanford, UC Berkeley, Santa Clara, UCLA and others. Also special Teen programs held at Stanford in
gaming, programming and visual arts. Free year-round learning! Save with code CAU22L.

www.internalDrive.com 1-888-709-TECH (8324)

iD Teen Academies Stanford
Teens spend two weeks immersed in the dynamic world of video game creation at iD Gaming Academy, computer
science/application development at iD Programming Academy or photography/filmmaking at iD Visual Arts Academy.
Overnight programs held at Stanford, Harvard, MIT and others. Week-long programs for ages 7-17 also available. Free
year-round learning! Save w/code CAU22T.

www.iDTeenAcademies.com 1-888-709-TECH (8324)

ISTP Language Immersion Palo Alto
International School of the Peninsula camps offered in French, Chinese, Spanish or ESL for students in Nursery through
Middle School. Three 2-week sessions, each with different theme. Students are grouped according to both grade level
and language proficiency.

www.istp.org 650-251-8519

Mid-Peninsula High School Summer Program Menlo Park
Mid-Peninsula High School offers a series of classes and electives designed to keep students engaged in learning.
Classes Monday-Thursday and limited to 15 students. Every Thursday there’s a BBQ lunch. The Science and Art classes
will have weekly field trips.

www.mid-pen.com 650-321-1991 ext. 110

Summer at Saint Francis Mountain View
Summer at Saint Francis provides a broad range of academic and athletic programs for elementary through high school
students. It is the goal of every program to make summer vacation enriching and enjoyable!

www.sfhs.com/summer 650-968-1213 ext. 446

SuperCamp Stanford/San Jose/Berkeley
SuperCamp is the summer enrichment program that parents and kids love! Now in our 30th year and with over 56,000
graduates worldwide, we'll give your son or daughter the skills, added confidence, motivation and character direction to
flourish. Junior Forum, incoming 6th-8th graders; Senior Forum, incoming 9th-12th graders. Located at Stanford, San Jose
State, UC Berkeley and 6 other prestigious schools nationwide.
Www.supercamp.com

TechKnowHow Computer Palo Alto/
& LEGO Camps Menlo Park/Sunnyvale
Fun and enriching technology classes for students, ages 5-14! Courses include LEGO and K'NEX Projects with Motors,
NXT Robotics, 3D Modeling, and Game Design. Many locations, including Palo Alto, Menlo Park, and Sunnyvale. Half and
all day options. Early-bird and multi-session discounts available.
www.techknowhowkids.com

800-285-3276

650-474-0400

Woodland School Summer Adventures Portola Valley
For kindergarten through 8th grade. Offers academics, sports, field trips and onsite activities. June 27 - July 29
www.woodland-school.org 650-854-9065

Write Now! Summer Writing Camps Palo Alto/Pleasanton
Emerson School of Palo Alto and Hacienda School of Pleasanton open their doors and offer their innovative programs:
Expository Writing, Creative Writing, Presentation Techniques, and (new!) Media Production. Call or visit our website for
details.

www.headsup.org 650-424-1267,925-485-5750

Camp Jano India Mountain View/Santa Clara
Celebrate Indian culture, languages, arts, festivals, literature, cuisine, and leaders. Weekly themes are brought to life
through related arts, dance, games, projects, stories and theatre in a very unique, exciting, creative, interactive, and
structured style. June 13-August 5. Age 5 to 14.

www.janoindia.com 650-493-1566

Camp F.U.N. (Friends with Unique Needs) Palo Alto
A nurturing environment for kids with challenges to experience the fun of summer camp. Led by therapists at Children’s
Health Council. Ages 5-12, full days, Mon-Fri, three sessions. Small groups. Financial aid available.
www.chconline.org

Community School of Music and Arts (CSMA) Mountain View
50+ creative camps for Gr. K-8! Drawing, Painting, Ceramics, Sculpture, Musical Theater, American Idol Workshop, more!
Two-week sessions; full and half-day enrollment. Extended care available. Financial aid offered.
www.arts4all.org

650-688-3625

650-917-6800 ext. 0

Creative Arts - “Express Yourself” Menlo Park
Riekes Summer Camps — A world of opportunity and fun-filled learning. Ages 9-18. Rock camps, Hip Hop, recording,
filmmaking, animation, B&W and digital Photography, graphic arts, comic book creation, Photoshop, magazine
publishing. Sessions run from June through August.

www.riekes.org 650-364-2509

Nature Awareness -“Explore Our Natural World” Menlo Park
Riekes Summer Camps — A world of opportunity and fun-filled learning. Ages 6-18 and families. Learn awareness & survival
skills, explore Monterey Bay, deep redwoods & coastal marsh. Surf camp. Family Festival. AFCANA Combo Camps combining
fitness, arts & nature. Sessions run from June through August.

www.riekes.org 650-364-2509
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2820 Ross Roap, PaLo ALTo

OPEN HOUSE SATURDAY & SUNDAY 1:30pm-4:30pm

FElegant Newly-Budt Midtown Home

Just one block from the Midtown shopping district, this beautiful 5 bedroom, 3 %2 bath
home boasts 2,452 sq. ft. of living space on a 6,716 sq. ft. lot (per county). Built in 2008,
the home was designed with elegance and beauty. The main floor features a formal
living room, separate dining room, an office/bedroom, guest suite and great room with
chef’s kitchen, breakfast nook and family room. The top floor includes a gorgeous
master suite with marble bath and Jack and Jill bedrooms. The beauty of the home is
exalted in rich finishes throughout including marble, granite, caesarstone and glass tile
accents in the kitchen and baths, mahogany hardwood floors, custom paint colors and
textures, oil-rubbed bronze hardware, designer fixtures and two crystal chandeliers.
Beautifully landscaped grounds include a lush back yard with slate patio — perfect for
entertaining! Excellent Palo Alto Schools: El Carmelo Elementary, JLS Middle and
Palo Alto High (buyer to verify enrollment).

List Price $1,988,000

For video tour, more photos and information please visit

www.2820RossRoap.com

Ken DelLeon

BROKER ASSOCIATE

ONE oF THE “Top 50 REaLTORS IN THE NATION”
(based on Wall Street Journal rankings)

#1 KeLLErR WiLLiaMs AGENT NATIONWIDE
ouT oF ovER 78,000 AGENTS

(650) 454.8526

WWW.KENDELEON.COM
kendeleon@kw.com
DRE# 01342140

Rzm.nwlmm
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