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Obstetricians Karen Shin and Mary Parman spend their days caring for  
pregnant patients and delivering babies. Now that each doctor is pregnant 
with her first child, the choice of where to deliver is clear: right here where 
they deliver their patients’ babies, at Lucile Packard Children’s Hospital.  
“At Packard, every specialist you could ever need is available within minutes, 
around the clock. When you’ve seen how successfully the physicians, staff  
and nurses work, especially in unpredictable situations, you instinctively  
want that level of care for you and your baby.”

To learn more about the services we provide to expectant mothers and  

babies, visit lpch.org
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D o people eat smarter if calorie counts are 
posted on the menu?

The question looms large as California 
leads the nation in imposing the first statewide 
calorie-posting law.

By next Jan. 1, more than 17,000 restaurants 
in the state will be required to print calorie data 
directly on menus.

Researchers at Stanford Business School stud-
ied the effect of calorie information on consumer 
behavior by analyzing more than 100 million 
Starbucks transactions both before and after a 
similar calorie-posting law took effect in New 
York City in 2008.

They found that calorie postings led to a 6 
percent calorie drop in the average purchase, 

with no statistically significant impact on Star-
bucks revenue.

The calorie reduction was even larger — 26 
percent — for people who previously had been 
in the habit of making higher-calorie purchases, 
defined in the study as more than 250 calories.

The drop in calories per purchase was more 
significant in ZIP codes with higher income and 
higher education.

Though a 6 percent calorie drop at Starbucks 
scarcely makes a dent in the nation’s collective 
waistline, the cost of posting calories is so low 
that even that small benefit could outweigh the 
price, the Stanford team concluded.

“Moreover, the long-run effects of calorie post-
ings are potentially more dramatic (than 6 per-
cent),” encouraging restaurants to innovate and 
offer low-calorie items, the researchers said.

The Starbucks study offers another drop of 

Mug shots of the accused stare 
out from black-and-white im-
ages on the television screen. 

“Wanted,” the postings read, listing 
the alleged crimes of East Palo Al-
to’s most wanted criminals: murder, 
assault, conspiracy, drug sales and 
sex offenses.

Retired Judge LaDoris Cordell, a 
former Palo Alto City Council mem-
ber, addresses viewers on “Make the 
Call,” the East Palo Alto Police De-
partment’s home-grown version of 
“America’s Most Wanted,” the popu-
lar crime-solving television show.

“Over the last 15 years, approxi-

mately 100 homicides have occurred 
in East Palo Alto and only half of 
those murders have been solved. 
This means that there are 50 people 
out there who have gotten away with 
murder. That’s not right and you all 
know that’s not right. ... So make the 
call,” Cordell said.

The one-hour cable television se-
ries is one aspect of the police de-
partment’s overall community-alli-
ance building to fight crime: holding 

neighborhood block meetings and 
“Chat with the Chief” community 
forums; sending e-mail blasts; ar-
ranging youth summits and cultural-
sensitivity training for officers.

The show spotlights East Palo 
Alto’s cold-case homicides, mix-
ing police and family interviews 
with photographs of the city’s most-
wanted criminals, plus holding panel 
discussions with community leaders 
on topics such as the “snitching” 

mentality and gaining youth trust.
Co-produced by the Midpenin-

sula Community Media Center in 
Palo Alto, the program has aired 
three shows since July 2008, with a 
new episode to be dubbed in Spanish 
forthcoming, Police Chief Ronald 
Davis said on Wednesday.

Eleven-year-old Jocelyn Sandoval 
faced the cameras in November, dis-

Upfront
Local news, information and analysis

Veronica W
eber

Cable program, forums and block meetings build 
community cooperation to fight crime

by Sue Dremann

‘Make that a low-fat muffin  
with my hot chocolate’
Stanford University study probes impact of  

calorie postings on consumers’ choices
by Chris Kenrick

Fix due for 
‘dangerous’  
intersection

Planning commission, local 
bicyclists endorse plan to 
redesign El Camino Real  

at Stanford Avenue
by Gennady Sheyner

A proposal to redesign one of Palo 
Alto’s dangerous intersections 
earned a rave review from the 

city’s Planning and Transportation 
Commission Wednesday night.

The commission voted 6-0 to sup-
port a proposed redesign of the busy 
intersection of El Camino Real and 
Stanford Avenue — a project that city 
and state officials hope to begin this 
fall.

The project, to be overseen by the 
state Department of Transportation, 
would significantly modify what 
Palo Alto staff called one of the most 
dangerous intersections in the city for 
bicyclists. The redesign includes new 
sidewalk bulbouts at all four corners 
of the intersection, a widened pe-
destrian median on El Camino, new 
trees and benches. All six through 
lanes on El Camino Real would be 
narrowed from 12 feet to 11 feet. The 
“porkchop” islands, which staff ar-
gued encourage cars to make speedy 
turns, would be removed.

Shahla Yazdy, the city’s transporta-
tion planner, said the project would 
both make the intersection safer and 
support the city’s goal of transforming 
El Camino from a vehicle-oriented 
highway to a “true multi-modal urban 
thoroughfare.” New benches, street-
lights and trees would give drivers 
visual cues to slow down, she said. 

Pedestrians crossing the street 
would have a safe place to stop in the 
middle of the crosswalk.

The commission praised the proj-
ect and voted to recommend approv-
al. The City Council is scheduled to 
discuss the plan on Feb. 8.

“If we’re going to be true to our 

Are you smarter than a middle schooler?
Terman Middle School student Adam Price held up the winning response during the championship round of the National Geographic 
Bee held Jan. 13. His winning answer, “Greece,” was to the question: “Which Mediterranean country located at the Southern end of the 
Balkan Peninsula is Europe’s largest exporter of cotton?”

TRAFFIC

HEALTH

East Palo Alto launches ‘Most Wanted’ television series

(continued on page 5)

(continued on page 8)(continued on page 6)
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Upfront

QUOTE OF THE WEEK

Around Town

‘‘‘‘

WHERE THERE’S SMOKE ... 
Palo Alto isn’t exactly a smoker’s 
paradise. The health-conscious 
city takes pride in having smoke-
free playgrounds, bleachers and 
trails. Last year, the city halted 
its proposal to ban smoking at 
all parks after the Parks and 
Recreation Commission recog-
nized that the issue is, well, a 
non-issue. So residents could be 
justifiably confused to learn that 
the city just received a grade of 
“D” from the American Lung As-
sociation when it comes to “to-
bacco control.” The association’s 
new report, State of Tobacco 
Control 2009, gives grades of 
either D or F to every city in San-
ta Clara County. The association 
established the grade based 
on the existence — or non-ex-
istence — of local laws in three 
areas: smoke-free outdoor air, 
smoke-free housing and reduc-
ing sales of tobacco products. 
Generally smoke-free Palo Alto’s 
grades in the three categories 
were C, F and F, respectively. 
But residents shouldn’t feel too 
depressed about Palo Alto’s 
mediocre placement. The county 
received an F, as did two-thirds 
of the cities and counties sur-
veyed. 

MARKET MARKETING ... Palo 
Alto’s recent experiment with a 
farmers market near City Hall 
ended with a thud last fall, when 
the City Council pulled the plug 
on the city-subsidized market, 
citing underwhelming participa-
tion by employees. But now, 
city officials hope to resurrect 
the market at another prominent 
nearby site — the newly reno-
vated Lytton Plaza. This time, 
however, the market would not 
receive a subsidy from the city. 
Debra van Duynhoven, assistant 
to city manager for sustainability, 
said the city is looking for a vol-
unteer who would manage the 
new farmers market. According 
to an advertisement, the volun-
teer would act as a main contact 
for vendors and community 
members, maintain accounting 
records and manage entertain-
ment at the Farmshop. The posi-
tion also includes handling park-
ing issues around the Farmshop 
and creating a “marketing and 
outreach plan.” Van Duynhoven 
said the city doesn’t know if and 
when the new Farmshop would 

open at Lytton Plaza. “It’s all 
based upon us finding a volun-
teer who can help out,” she said.

“WORLD’S FINEST ACCOMMO-
DATIONS?” ... Looking for a top-
quality, low-cost room in Palo 
Alto? According to the Financial 
Times Executive Education Sur-
vey, local residents don’t have 
to look far, provided they have 
connections. The Schwab Resi-
dential Center at Stanford Uni-
versity offers “spacious private 
bedrooms with double extra-
long beds,” private baths, desk-
top computer with high-speed 
Internet, TV, laundry service 
and a 24-hour concierge for just 
$140 a night. “Once again,” the 
university boasted, Schwab was 
voted “the world’s finest accom-
modations in the Financial Times 
Executive Education Survey.” In 
addition to executives attending 
programs at Stanford Business 
School, the center is open to 
alumni and anyone else attend-
ing conferences or reunions at 
Stanford. 

GARBAGE FEES ... Hundreds of 
local residents were dismayed 
to learn this month that they 
now have to pay an extra $15 
to have their garbage collected. 
The residents live in what the 
city calls “hard to serve” areas, 
which include narrow private 
streets, alleyways and particu-
larly hilly areas. As a result, the 
city’s garbage collector, Green-
Waste Recovery, Inc., has to 
go through the trouble of using 
smaller and nimbler trucks to get 
to these residents’ garbage. City 
Manager James Keene said the 
new fees affect about 658 local 
properties. About 63 percent of 
these properties have the option 
of avoiding the new fee by drag-
ging their garbage to the curb for 
standard collection. Keene said 
the majority of the people who 
have the option have already 
chosen to exercise it. What 
about those who don’t have 
this option? Keene announced 
at Monday night’s City Council 
meeting that after hearing from 
many customers, city officials 
have decided to scrap the “hard 
to serve” fee, at least for now. 
“We’ll be looking at additional 
notification and outreach with 
these customers,” Keene said. 

People heard gunshots and had no 
reaction — that was normal.

— David Woods, East Palo Alto’s mayor, speaking 
about how the culture of crime has changed in recent 
years. See story on page 3.
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Why Re-Roof? You Can Repair!
BEDROOM LEAKS .....................$879 ........................$734
LIVING ROOM LEAKS ...............$860 ........................$715
KITCHEN LEAKS ........................$899 ........................$770
BATHROOOM LEAKS ................$879 ........................$734

rrs TM

www.RoofRx.com

.com (800) 676-8888
1001 Bayhill Drive, 2nd fl oor

San Bruno, CA 94066

Serving Entire Peninsula
Workmanship Guaranteed

Lic.# 811902 Prices based on tile roofs for infi vidual leaks. Insured/Bonded

Real Estate Matters
KNOW YOUR

OPTIONS 
If any of your friends or family 

have recently applied for a home 
loan, you've probably heard that 
lenders are nervous, with tough new 
rules and demands for stacks of 
paperwork. Good mortgages are 
still out there, but you should be 
prepared before applying.

First, understand how your cre-
dit score impacts the interest rate 
charged on your loan. If your score 
is 720 or higher on the scale of 850, 
you will qualify for the best rates. If 
it's between 700 and 719, you could 
expect 0.375% added to that rate, 
while a score between 680 and 699 
might add 0.5%.

Next, determine how much you 
have available for down payment, 
and how that will affect your loan's 
terms. A conforming loan will re-
quire a minimum 10% down pay-
ment.

However, if you don't have that 
much to put down, you can investi-
gate a Federal Housing Administra-

tion (FHA) or Veterans Administra-
tion (VA) loan. These government-
backed loans are targeted towards 
those with lower credit scores and 
only require a 3.5% down payment.

You can even use this year's 
First Time Homebuyer Tax Credit 
to help pay closing costs, buy down 
the interest rate, or add to your min-
imum down payment.

Jackie Schoelerman is a Realtor
with Alain Pinel Realtors and a 
Real Estate Specialist for Seniors. 
Call Jackie for real estate advice. 

Jackie Schoelerman
www.schoelerman.com

D R E #  0 1 0 9 2 4 00
650-855-9700

Member of Build It Green and Northern CA Green Builders

GreenQuest Home Solutions 
can help you:

 Lower your utility bills
 Make your home green

Call us for a FREE 18 point HomeHealth Check-Up

”Saving The Earth One Home at a Time”

(650) 493-6000

Tired of High Utility Bills?

 Make your home more healthy and comfortable year-round 
 Assist with home rebates
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Upfront

cussing the shooting death of her fa-
ther, William. Her father was killed 
in March 2009, after a gunman fired 
into a crowd at an outside party, fol-
lowing an altercation with some of 
the participants.

Jocelyn spoke about not planning 
a birthday party, because her dad 
won’t be there.

John Leonard, 20, was shot and 
killed in July 2008, after the Milpi-
tas resident was seen possibly speak-
ing with two young men. Leonard’s 
20-month-old son, John Jr., played in 
the Media Center’s studio as photos 
of Leonard flashed on the screen.

“He was so excited to be a dad,” 
Leonard’s mother said, weeping.

Putting a human face on the vic-
tims and their families is part of the 
department’s strategy to fight crime, 
according to Capt. Carl Estelle, the 
department’s spokesman.

“When the media is involved they 
put out statistics: how many shots 
were fired, the victim’s age. You just 
become a number. People don’t know 
anything about the victim,” he said.

So far, the department hasn’t 
cracked the profiled cases, but peo-
ple have come forward with leads, 
Estelle said.

“Make the Call” and other com-
munity-based approaches are begin-
ning to have an effect in East Palo 
Alto, a community long wary of po-
lice but fed up with violent crime.

Firearm assaults are down 29 
percent from 2008, helped by the 
ShotSpotter system to track gunfire 
and a greater community willing-
ness to report crime, Estelle said.

The city’s eight homicides in 2009 
are a bump up from five in 2008, 
but are a far cry from the 42 in 1992 
and the 15 killings inherited by Da-

vis four 
years ago 
when he 
became 
chief.

T h e 
city has 
hit a “sta-
t i s t ica l 
n o r m ,” 
D a v i s 

said.
“ I ’ m 

not satisfied. It serves as a warning. 
We want to stop these incidents. The 
difference between a homicide and 
assault with a deadly weapon is two 
inches,” he said.

When violence spiked in July, a 
youth summit was held in October. 
“Operation 4th Quarter,” a crack-
down on gang members, launched a 
month early in August.

Police identified individual gang 
members and knocked on their 
doors, warning that they were being 
watched. Officers, community and 
faith leaders offered ways out of the 
gang life, including mentoring, edu-
cation and job assistance. But those 
who persist in a criminal lifestyle 
face in-depth investigations by city, 
county, state and federal agencies 
that could result in long prison sen-
tences, Davis said.

The program is a spin-off of the 
investigation and arrest of 42 crimi-
nals in “Operation Ceasefire,” which 
broke up the city’s notorious Taliban 
gang in March 2009.

The effort has again paid off, Da-
vis and Estelle said.

The fourth quarter of the year is 
historically the most crime-filled in 
the city. There were 23 shootings in 
December 2008 — nine people were 
shot in a five-day period, according 
to Davis.

By December’s end in 2009, fire-
arm assaults were down 82 percent 

— just four shootings — and there 
were no homicides, according to 
Estelle.

David Woods, East Palo Alto’s 
mayor, is pleased with the results.

“Although we have a way to go, 
the relationship between the police 
department and the community is 
better than it has ever been before. 
A lot of ... the reduction in crime is 
due to the leadership of Chief Ron 
Davis and the community’s willing-
ness to cooperate and take owner-
ship,” Woods said.

“The culture has changed in that 
the things that used to be acceptable 
as crimes are not acceptable any-
more. People heard gunshots and had 
no reaction — that was normal.”

The economy has caused econom-
ically based crimes such as burglar-
ies, robberies and larcenies to spike 
in 2009, bumping up the overall 
crime rate to 11 percent, according 
to Estelle.

But Davis is ready to start a pro-
gram of “advanced community po-
licing” that gets at the root causes of 
crime, not just chase the bad guys, 
he said. Programs that address pov-
erty, school drop-out rates, unem-
ployment, substance abuse and other 
social issues are being developed in 
collaboration with the city’s non-
profit groups, he said.

In the three years since the Parol-
ee Reentry program began, offering 
counseling, and help with educa-
tion and job opportunities, only 15 
percent of ex-cons have returned to 
crime, he said.

“Over three years, the homicide 
rate has dropped 29 percent and 
overall crime is down 16 percent. No 
entity could ever take credit for that 
reduction. It comes from the com-
munity,” he said. ■

Staff Writer Sue Dremann 
can be e-mailed at sdremann@
paweekly.com.

East Palo Alto Police 
Chief Ron Davis E ast Palo Alto police will 

beef up their hard-core 
attack on gangs in 2010, 

Police Chief Ron Davis said on 
Wednesday.

Using the same strategy that 
successfully dismantled the 
city’s notorious “Taliban” gang 
in March 2009 and led to 42 ar-
rests, the department will col-
laborate with county, state and 
federal agencies for in-depth 
investigation and arrest of indi-
vidual gang members, he said.

A new gang-crime unit is be-
ing formed and will work with 
San Mateo County’s gang-intel-
ligence unit, according to Capt. 
Carl Estelle, the East Palo Alto 
department’s spokesman.

Davis said the strategy is based 
on “Operation Ceasefire,” a gang-
fighting program that originated 
through the Boston Gun Proj-
ect and is used in Chicago, Ill.; 
Stockton, Calif.; and other cities 
plagued by gang violence.

The department is using so-
phisticated techniques to predict 
why crime is happening and 
when and where it is likely to 
occur, he said.

“We use intelligence and 
crime analysis to understand and 
identify individuals and go after 
guns — sales, purchases and 
possession,” Davis said.

The department is now staffed 
95 percent and has “two more in 
the hopper,” Davis said.

Officers will go after open-air 
drug markets and a disturbing 
trend of robberies by gang mem-
bers on Latino males on payday, 
he said.

During the last quarter of 
2009, police redoubled their ef-
forts to keep retaliatory shoot-
ings down after a spate of shoot-
ings in July.

In an effort dubbed “Operation 
4th Quarter,” police knocked on 
doors of known gang members 
and informed them that they 
were aware of their activities. 
Officers used one-on-one inter-
vention, bringing in community 
and faith leaders, and offering 
alternatives, such as mentoring, 
education and job counseling. In-
dividuals were warned they were 
being investigated and could face 
long prison terms, Davis said.

A police report indicated a 59 
percent drop in firearm assaults 
from Sept. 1 through Dec. 21, as 
compared to 2008. From Oct. 
1 through Dec. 21, homicides 
dropped 50 percent compared to 
the same period in 2008.

The department’s Police Ac-
tivities League program just re-
ceived a $200,000 grant for ad-
ditional programs to help keep 
youth engaged and out of trouble 
and a youth summit is planned in 
2010, he said. ■

Staff Writer Sue Dremann 
can be e-mailed at sdremann@
paweekly.com.

2010 crackdown on East 
Palo Alto gangs planned

Police to form new gang-crime unit
by Sue Dremann

Palo Alto’s largest labor union 
is calling on the city to re-
evaluate its entire organiza-

tional structure before both sides 
resume their negotiations on a new 
workers’ contract.

The Service Employees Interna-
tional Union Local 521, which rep-
resents more than half of Palo Alto’s 
workforce, is scheduled to continue 
its negotiations with the city this 
spring. Last year, the two sides failed 
to reach a consensus on a new con-
tract, prompting the City Council to 
unilaterally impose conditions on 
about 600 workers. 

Dozens of union members met be-
fore this week’s City Council meet-
ing to discuss the status of negotia-
tions. Many wore stickers urging the 
council to take a “new direction” 
in their negotiations this year. The 
council includes four newly elected 
members, including two — Gail 
Price and Nancy Shepherd — who 
earned the union’s endorsement be-

fore the November election.
The City Council spent several 

hours in a closed-door session 
Monday night discussing labor 
negotiations, 

Lynn Krug, chair of the SEIU 
chapter, said Monday night that 
the union would like to see the city 
conduct an “organizational survey” 
that examines the city’s services, its 
manager-to-employee ratio and the 
personnel required to provide these 
services. Without such a survey, both 
sides would have to rely on “conjec-
ture and politics” during the negotia-
tions, Krug said. 

The new study would give the city 
and the union an objective baseline 
that could be used during the up-
coming negotiations, she said.

“Employee morale has suffered 
greatly,” Krug told the council. “We 
have been in disarray because of all 
the ambiguity.”

City Manager James Keene said 
some of the questions the SEIU had 

raised about employee ratios are 
worth considering. But he cautioned 
that discussions of employee num-
bers should be tied to the larger ques-
tion of making the city government 
efficient — a question that would not 
be answered with numbers alone.

Keene said the city should also 
think about new policy and proce-
dures that would make the opera-
tion more efficient, as well as pro-
grams and services that could be 
eliminated. 

“The bigger question is, ‘What are 
the process improvements that can 
make the organization more nimble, 
more effective and more respon-
sible?’” Keene said. “I think this re-
quires a broader scope of work than 
is being talked about.”

Keene said the city has held in-
formal discussions with the SEIU to 
learn more about the type of study 
the union is seeking. The city bud-
gets for 617 full-time SEIU positions, 
though 66 of these positions are now 

vacant, according to the city’s Hu-
man Resources Department.

SEIU Local 521 is one of several 
worker groups with whom Palo Alto 
will be trying to reach an agreement 
this year. The city is also planning 
to renew its negotiations with the 
firefighters’ union; the new Palo 
Alto Police Managers’ Association, 
which represents high-ranking po-
lice officers; and the Management 
and Professionals Group, which is 
not represented by a union. 

The city is also awaiting the re-
sults of a new study that assesses the 
current staffing levels and staffing 
needs in the Fire Department. The 
study is scheduled to be completed 
by early April, about the time Palo 
Alto is scheduled to negotiate with 
the International Association of 
Firefighters on a new contract. The 
firefighters union’s contract is sched-
uled to expire on June 30.

Meanwhile, the city’s negotiations 
with its largest police union will now 

wait until 2011. On Monday, the City 
Council finalized its agreement with 
the Palo Alto Peace Officers’ Asso-
ciation to defer salary raises for 80 of 
the union’s 83 members until fiscal 
year 2011, which begins July 1. The 
agreement also extends the police 
union’s contract until June 30, 2011.

Keene said the city’s negotiations 
with the various unions are expect-
ed to begin this spring. Though he 
said it’s too early to tell what sort of 
concessions the city will seek from 
the various labor groups, he expects 
the city to seek similar savings from 
each group.

“It’s really important that all of 
the various employee groups make 
similar contributions to help solve 
the city’s financial problems,” Keene 
said. “It’s not fair to balance conces-
sions of cost savings on just one sub-
set of our city workers.” ■

Staff Writer Gennady Sheyner 
can be e-mailed at gsheyner@
paweekly.com.

Union calls for new look at organizational structure
New contracts for SEIU workers, police managers, firefighters all on City Council’s 2010 agenda

by Gennady Sheyner

LABOR

Crime TV
(continued from page 3)

Palo Alto Weekly • January 15, 2010 • Page 5



data in the national debate over how 
to combat obesity.

The percentage of Americans 
considered obese, with a body 
mass index greater than 30, rose 
from 15.9 percent to 26.6 percent 
from 1995 to 2008. That makes the 
United States the most obese coun-
try in the world, according to the 
Organization for Economic Coop-
eration and Development.

In California, 18.6 percent of 
adults — more than 4.5 million 
people — are classified as obese, 
according to the state’s Department 
of Public Health. The figure was 
somewhat lower, just above 15 per-
cent, in Santa Clara County.

Under California’s new law, res-
taurants with 20 or more facilities in 
the state will have to display clearly 
the calorie and fat content informa-
tion on menus and menu boards by 
Jan. 1, 2011. Starting last July 1, 
they were required to provide the 
information in brochure form.

The calorie-posting law, authored 
by State Senator Alex Padilla, D-
Pacoima, was signed by Governor 
Arnold Schwarzenegger in 2008. 

Obesity now costs the state $28.5 
billion in health care costs, lost pro-
ductivity and workers’ compensa-
tion, the governor said.

New York City’s calorie-posting 
law took effect April 1, 2008. The 
Stanford team analyzed every Star-
bucks transaction in the city from 
Jan. 1, 2008, to Feb. 28, 2009.

To control for other factors, 
they also looked at every Star-
bucks transaction in Boston and 
Philadelphia, where calorie post-
ings were not in effect, during the 
same time period.

In another part of the study, Stan-
ford tracked 2.7 million anonymous 
Starbucks cardholders, both inside 
and outside of New York City, to ex-
amine the impact of calorie-posting 
on an individual’s behavior.

The individual data showed that 
female cardholders were more re-
sponsive to the calorie postings 
than males.

The researchers also found that 
calorie postings had the greatest ef-
fect on food, not beverage, choices. 
Average food calories per transac-
tion fell by 14 percent, while aver-
age beverage calories per transac-
tion did not substantially change.

Starbucks beverages ranged from 
brewed coffee, at 5 calories a cup, 
to the 24-ounce Hazelnut Signa-
ture Hot Chocolate with whipped 
cream, at 860 calories. Food items 
ranged from small cookies, at about 
100 calories each, to muffins that 
were as much as 500 calories.

The Stanford team also found 
that calorie postings actually led 
to increased revenue in Starbucks 
stores located within 100 meters of 
rival Dunkin’ Donuts, perhaps be-

cause customers were reminded of 
doughnuts’ high calorie content. 

“It is perhaps worth noting that 
some chains like Starbucks are in 
fact fully supportive of mandatory 
calorie posting — this is not nec-
essarily bad for chain restaurants, 
as our study shows in the case of 
Starbucks,” said Phillip Leslie, 
an associate professor of strategic 
management in Stanford’s Graduate 
School of Business.

Leslie said calorie postings are a 
good idea but that much remains to 
be learned about their effects.

Still to be studied, he said, are 
questions like whether calorie 
postings cause chains to come up 
with more low-calorie offerings, or 
whether people offset their lower-
calorie purchases by eating more at 
home.

In general, Leslie said, “infor-
mation provision” such as calorie 
posting is at the forefront of policy 
interventions to combat obesity.

That strategy has worked in other 
areas, he said, noting his research 
showing that “restaurant-hygiene 
grade cards” led to a 20 percent de-
crease in hospitalizations for food-
related illnesses. ■

Staff Writer Chris Kenrick 
can be e-mailed at ckenrick@
paweekly.com.

Upfront

4000 Terman Drive l  Palo Alto, CA l Tel: 650-813-9131

www.bowmanschool.org

The Bowman program builds 
confidence, creativity and

academic excellence.

Lower School - Grades K - 5

Individualized, self-directed program

Middle School - Grades 6 - 8

Rich international & cultural studies

Proven, Montessori approach

State-of-the-art facility

Low student-teacher ratio

Paralegal and Notary Services

230 S. California Ave., Suite 103, Palo Alto 
Phone: 650-324-3800 Email: FTP230@gmail.com

Take care of your 
legal document 
needs and have 
money to spare!
Corporations, Living Trusts, 

Promissory Notes, Deeds, 

Power of Attorney, Divorce

Professional, efficient, 
reliable and friendly.

NEW YEAR
VITAMIN&BODYCARE SALE!

COUNTRY SUN 
Your Local Natural Foods Store

440 S California Ave • Palo Alto • 650.324.9190
After all other discounts & coupons. Cannot be combined with any other 'Free' or '$ OFF' 

Country Sun coupon. One coupon per household per day per purchase of $25 or more.
EXPIRES 01/31/10

 

$5OFF
with purchase of $25 or 
more of natural & organic 
foods, body care, vitamins 
& more!

Open House January 23, 2010,  1:00-3:00
Preschool through eighth grade

Visit our beautiful 10 acre campus in Portola Valley and learn about 
our strong academic and enrichment programs in the areas of  the 
arts, science, math and technology.

You‘ll see why Woodland School was voted Best Private Day School in 
the San Francisco Bay Area by Bay Area Parent Magazine.

Please call our Admissions Offi ce at 650.854.9065
Reservations recommended.

 
Woodland School

360 La Cuesta Drive, Portola Valley
www.woodland-school.org

Woodland 
School

Starbucks
(continued from page 3)

John Laforga and Kathleen Lindenmuth enjoy their coffee as they exit 
Starbucks at El Camino Real and Stanford Avenue. A recent Stanford 
University study of Starbucks customers found they made lower-calories 
choices after the information was posted.
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Upfront

T eachers from Gunn and Palo 
Alto high schools expressed 
enthusiasm Tuesday night for 

new campus buildings they said will 
improve teaching and learning.

“This new building will bring 
us all together, rather than being 
spread out all over campus with 
some in portables,” Gunn French 
teacher Anne Jensen told the Board 
of Education.

“We now have 14 teachers using 
nine desks, and no private area to 
talk with students when they come 
to talk with us about their grades. 
Now we’ll have offices with meet-
ing areas and we’ll all be near the 
language lab,” said Jensen, who 
heads Gunn’s World Languages 
Department.

Paly journalism teacher Paul Kan-
dell said he is “almost speechless at 
how wonderful” the school’s new 
Media Arts Building will be.

“In my own head I keep thinking 
of it as the media arts temple,” he 
told the school board. Fellow me-
dia arts teachers Esther Wojcicki, 

Margo Wixsom and Ellen Austin 
echoed Kandell’s comments.

Austin said the state-of-the-art 
building, modeled after the Walter 
Cronkite School at Arizona State 
University, will be an architectural 
reminder of the cutting-edge work 
Paly’s program attempts to foster.

“It’s a real gift to the children who 
are going to be in it for decades,” 
she said.

The teachers attended the school 
board meeting to express support 
for five major new buildings on the 
two campuses. Groundbreaking is 
expected in June 2011, pending state 
approvals.

The school board will be asked to 
approve schematic designs for the 
buildings Jan. 26.

At Paly, the $34 million worth 
of upgrades call for the new Media 
Arts Building on the Embarcadero 
Road side of the campus and a two-
story, 38,000-square-foot math and 
social-studies building near the cor-
poration yard.

At Gunn, the $37 million worth 

of upgrades include a new, two-
story, 38,000-square-foot math and 
English building, a separate, 6,650-
square-foot World Languages Build-
ing, a new gymnasium that will seat 
1,900 students and renovations to 
the existing 1,400-seat gym.

The two-story classroom building 
will be located in the area known as 
Titan Village, which has long held 
portable classrooms.

“In a word, ‘Wow,’” Gunn Ath-
letic Director Chris Horpel said to 
the board. “I think we’ve stretched 
our dollars really far and we’ll be 
squared away for decades to come.”

The new buildings at Gunn and 
Paly comprise Phase 1 of the spend-
ing of Measure A funds, a $378 mil-
lion facilities bond approved by 78 
percent of voters in June 2008.

The measure was intended to equip 
Palo Alto’s 17 campuses for the com-
ing decades, making room for antici-
pated enrollment growth. ■

Staff Writer Chris Kenrick 
can be e-mailed at ckenrick@
paweekly.com.
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High school teachers laud 
campus building plans

Gunn educator: ‘We will be squared away for decades to come’
by Chris Kenrick

T he controversial “egg wars” of 
last October came back to bite 
the Palo Alto Board of Educa-

tion Tuesday when a lawyer asked 
board members to expunge the sus-
pensions of students associated with 
the incident or face a lawsuit.

In a statement delivered during the 
“open forum” portion of the school 
board meeting, attorney William D. 
Ross said the suspensions are harming 
the ability of students to apply for ath-
letic scholarships because of NCAA 
rules requiring that students disclose 
whether they have been a subject of 
school discipline.

Ross asked board members to re-
view and expunge the suspensions as 
soon as possible to “avoid liability” 
for interfering with students’ ability 
to obtain scholarships.

The Oct. 27 “egg war” took place 
between members of Palo Alto High 
School’s junior and senior classes on 
the Gunn High School campus, dam-
aging the school’s new track, score-
boards and pool deck and requir-

ing professional cleanup at a cost of 
$3,200.

Palo Alto High School Principal 
Jacquie McEvoy initially issued five-
day suspensions to students known to 
have participated, quickly reducing 
them to one-day suspensions after 
she said she learned the egg fight had 
not been as serious as she’d first be-
lieved. Later, McEvoy said she would 
expunge the suspensions entirely if 
students remained on good behavior 
for the rest of the year.

Frustrated by what they viewed as 
McEvoy’s punitive discipline style, 
some parents have demanded a probe 
of the school’s investigative proce-
dures in the incident.

The “egg war” between juniors and 
seniors is an unauthorized tradition of 
Paly’s Spirit Week, normally taking 
place in a Stanford eucalyptus grove. 
This time, the students spontaneously 
moved to Gunn after Stanford police 
scared them away. Paly student rep-
resentatives later apologized to Gunn 
for the incident. ■

T hree parents leading the effort to 
renew Palo Alto’s school parcel 
tax vowed Tuesday to mount a 

campaign that will unite the commu-
nity around its schools.

The three, Tracy Stevens, Anna 
Thayer and Al Yuen, introduced 
themselves to the Board of Education 
just prior to a unanimous board vote 
to place the $589-per-parcel tax mea-
sure on the May 4 ballot. If passed by 
a two-thirds majority, it will replace 
the current $493-per-parcel tax, which 
expires next year.

“This campaign is absolutely the 
most critically important thing I could 
be doing with my time,” said Thayer, 
a PTA executive board member and 
mother of four children who attend 
Fairmeadow Elementary School and 
Gunn High School.

Yuen, whose family immigrated to 
the United States from Taiwan when 
he was in second grade, said his father 
instilled in him “a need to pay back, to 
fulfill a lot of the things we got grow-
ing up in the United States.” He is the 
father of four boys.

Stevens, a Stanford resident whose 
two children attended Nixon Elemen-
tary School, Terman Middle School 
and Gunn High School, said parcel-
tax campaigners aim to achieve the 
twin goals of uniting the community 
and “reminding ourselves why our 
schools are so successful.”

Noting the state financial crisis 

and the fact that parcel-tax funds are 
completely locally controlled, Stevens 
said, “At this time, this district should 
continue to represent what public edu-
cation can be at its best.”

The co-chairs said the campaign 
will be called Support Palo Alto 
Schools 2010, and that it will launch a 
website, supportpaloaltoschools2010.
org, by next week.

The proposed tax would replace the 
current parcel tax and increase it by 
$96 a year. The current tax generates 
about $9.4 million a year, about 6 per-
cent of the school district’s operating 
budget.

Like the current parcel tax, the pro-
posed replacement would last for six 
years and have an optional waiver for 
seniors.

Palo Alto resident Roberta Stone 
spoke against the proposed tax, which 
does not allow a waiver for low-in-
come homeowners.

“I believe the goals of this parcel tax 
are very important and admirable, but 
I don’t believe the means for achieving 
that goal are ethical,” Stone said. “A 
flat tax of close to $600 places a very 
significant and harmful burden on the 
low-income residents of the city, the 
homeowners who are low-income or 
very low-income.” 

In response, district staff members 
said state law does not allow them to 
offer a waiver of the parcel tax for low-
income residents. ■

‘Egg wars’ come to 
Palo Alto school board

Attorney demands suspensions be 
expunged for district to avoid lawsuit

by Chris Kenrick

Parcel tax committee chairs 
pledge positive campaign

Palo Alto Board of Education 
places measure on May 4 ballot

by Chris Kenrick

Fresh news 
delivered daily

A warm thank-you
Nixon School second graders, from left, Daniela Perez, Gisselle Alarcon and Chloe Chang talk with a 
member of the Downtown Streets Team at King Plaza Tuesday. The children gave away hand-made scarves 
to the crew as part of the Scarves with Love program. The program, created by teacher Jan Krinsley, also 
works with other agencies that serve the homeless.

Veronica W
eber
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Local fund seeks Haiti quake relief donations
The Irene S. Scully Fund, a donor-advised fund of Silicon Valley Com-

munity Foundation in Mountain View, will provide up to $50,000 in 
matching money to help Haiti and its people recover from the devastating 
Jan. 12 earthquake, the foundation announced Wednesday.

Through the Haiti Earthquake Relief Fund, donations will be matched 
dollar for dollar. The funds will be given to organizations working to 
provide critical assistance to help Haiti following the worst earthquake 
there in more than 200 years.

The community foundation Wednesday made the first donation, 
$10,000.

The Irene S. Scully Family Foundation in Greenbrae focuses primarily 
on the Bay Area but became interested in Haiti through its work with the 
What If? Foundation, according to spokeswoman Kathleen Maloney.

Community foundation staff has researched organizations that are on 
the ground in Haiti and are able to provide effective assistance, according 
to a news release. 

Donations are being accepted online through www.siliconvalleycf.
org, donate@siliconvalleycf.org or 650-450-5444. Checks also can be 
mailed to Silicon Valley Community Foundation, 2440 West El Camino 
Real, Suite 300, Mountain View, CA, 94040, attn: “Haiti Earthquake 
Relief Fund.”

Other organizations helping with recovery efforts in Haiti include Save the 
Children, World Vision, Partners in Health and American Red Cross. ■

— Palo Alto Weekly staff

Four Palo Alto school administrators to retire
The Palo Alto Unified School District announced a spate of retirements 

Wednesday.
Among those retiring in June will be an assistant superintendent who 

joined the district just last summer, and the administrator who has spear-
headed the school district’s efforts in responding to four student suicides 
at the Caltrain tracks last year.

“We are deeply grateful for the service of these outstanding educators,” 
Superintendent Kevin Skelly said.

“Our challenge over the next six months is to build the strongest district 
administrative team possible so we can provide outstanding support to 
schools and our community.”

Carol Zepecki, the district’s director of special education and student 
services, has held that position since arriving at the district 12 years ago. 
Most recently, Zepecki has been at the forefront of district efforts to 
respond to the suicides, bringing in outside experts and helping to set up 
programs for students and staff.

Linda Common, assistant superintendent of administrative services, 
joined the district last July, replacing Scott Laurence, who left to be-
come superintendent of the San Mateo Union High School District. Com-
mon, who was principal of Woodside High School for 11 years, also has 
worked in the Santa Clara Unified School District and the San Mateo 
Union High School District.

Also retiring will be Burton Cohen, the district’s director of secondary 
education since arriving at the district 10 years ago, and Barbara Lancon, 
summer school coordinator, who joined the district in 1996 and served 
as a teacher and administrator at JLS Middle School.  ■

— Chris Kenrick

Plan approved for offices at historic church
A historic church in downtown Palo Alto will be preserved, renovated 

and transformed into an office building under a plan approved by the City 
Council Monday night.

The iconic building at 661 Bryant St., was constructed in 1916 and has 
housed the First Church of Christ, Scientist, until 2006, when the church 
merged with the Second Church of Christ, Scientist. 

In 2008, the company ECI Three Bryant, LLC, purchased the build-
ing with the intention of preserving and upgrading the building, which 
is considered one of the area’s best examples of Mission Revival archi-
tectural style.

On Monday, the council unanimously endorsed the company’s plan to 
preserve the building and to create office space on the ground floor. The 
council also granted the applicant the right to develop more than 5,000 
square feet at a different site, as part an incentive to preserve the historic 
features of the structure. 

The project was prompted by the city’s policy of giving development 
“bonuses” to builders who preserve historic structures. 

The proposal also includes a new handicap ramp and replacement of 
the tinted glass in 22 of the church’s windows. The “historic opalescent 
glass” at five other windows would also be replaced and new landscap-
ing installed. 

Councilman Larry Klein called the proposed renovation a “superb 
project,” one that would make a “great contribution to our community.” 
The city’s Historic Resources Board had also unanimously approved the 
project, though it added more than 20 conditions of approval. ■

— Gennady Sheyner

News Digest

LET’S DISCUSS: Read the latest local news headlines 
and talk about the issues at Town Square at www.PaloAltoOnline.com

All are 
welcome.

Information:
650-723-1762

Stanford Memorial Church

http://religiouslife.stanford.edu

University Public Worship
Sunday, January 17th, 10:00 am

Ecumenical Christian Celebration and Communion 
Honoring the life of the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 

“No More Forsaken”   
The Rev. Scotty McLennan,  

Dean for Religious Life  

Music featuring guest organist, Gwen Adams,  
and student soprano, Sarah Bannon

We Invite You to Learn and Worship with Us. 

 1667 Miramonte (Cuesta at Miramonte) 650.968.4473

www.fpcmv.org

FPCMV welcomes our new Pastor 
Timothy R. Boyer. 

Biblically based Sermons and  
Worship Service 10:30 AM.

First United Methodist Church of Palo Alto

Office Hours: 8-4 M-F 
625 Hamilton Ave, Palo Alto

(650) 323-6167  

Sunday Services  – 8:30 & 10:25
Sunday School  – 9:00

Rev. Love & Rev. McHugh

This Sunday: Battle of the Brains

Reena Burton preaching

FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH, UCC

An Open and Affirming Congregation of the United Church of Christ

 

A Guide to 
the Spiritual Community

Los Altos
Lutheran
Church
ELCA

Pastor David K. Bonde
Outreach Pastor 
Gary Berkland
9:00 am Worship

10:30 am Education
Nursery Care Provided

Alpha Courses

650-948-3012
460 S. El Monte Ave., Los Altos

www.losaltoslutheran.org

INSPIRATIONS
A resource for special events 

and ongoing religious 
services. To inquire about or 
make space reservations for 
Inspirations, please contact 

Blanca Yoc at 326-8210 
x6596 or email 

byoc@paweekly.com

Happy New Year - Largest Barber Shop

BARBER STYLIST  650-948-9868
Serving the Bay Area for 43 Years - Open 7 Days

Corner of San Antonio Road & El Camino Real

$300Save With This Ad.
Some restrictions 

apply.

Haircuts Regularly $18.00

8 Professional Barbers to Serve You!
We Love
Kids!

Comprehensive Plan — where we 
talk about walkable streets and pe-
destrian improvements along El 
Camino Real — you can’t get a much 
clearer example than this,” Commis-
sioner Eduardo Martinez said.

Commissioner Susan Fineberg 
agreed.

“I think the project is attempting to 
accomplish a great good,” Fineberg 
said. “Getting this intersection more 
pedestrian friendly and more safe for 
bicyclists is a good thing that’s sup-
ported by our Comprehensive Plan.”

About a dozen neighborhood resi-
dents and bicyclists said they back 
the plan and argued that the proposed 
changes would make the intersection 
safer. A few residents said they were 
concerned the renovation would cre-
ate too many distractions on the busy 
street — a common route for Escon-
dido Elementary School students.

Several residents told how they 
or their children were nearly hit 
by turning vehicles while trying to 
cross El Camino.

“I didn’t let my kids cross El 
Camino Real on their own until fifth 
grade,” Evergreen Park resident Da-
vid Shapiro said. “My last words to 
them in the morning would be, ‘Be 
careful crossing El Camino.’

“I shouldn’t be saying this every 
morning.”

Commissioner Arthur Keller criti-
cized the accelerated timeline for the 
redesign, which needs to be approved 
by this spring to qualify for federal 
funding. Keller said he was frustrat-
ed by what he felt was inadequate 
traffic analysis by Caltrans and the 
city. But even he ended up support-
ing the plan.

“I think on the whole this is a 
good project,” he said. “It increases 
safety.” ■

Staff Writer Gennady Sheyner 
can be e-mailed at gsheyner@
paweekly.com.

Intersection
(continued from page 3)

Joan Baez to speak 
 This Sunday in Palo Alto, famed 
folk singer Joan Baez lends her 
voice to a free local celebration for 
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.

At the event, titled “Reflecting on 
the Dream,” keynote speaker Baez 
will share reflections of her work 
with King, and perhaps a few songs. 
She’s sure to have plenty of memo-
ries to share — the longtime hu-
man-rights and civil-rights activist 
marched with King in the 1960s.

The event is planned from 3 to 
4:30 p.m. at First United Methodist 
Church at 625 Hamilton Ave. The 
volunteer Community Interfaith 
Choir will also perform, along with 
the school choir from Eastside Col-
lege Preparatory in East Palo Alto. 
Alex Freeman, a youth speaker from 
Palo Alto High School, will give an 
address.

LaDoris Cordell, a former judge 
and Palo Alto City Council member, 
will serve as master of ceremonies. 
Refreshments will be served after 
the program.

For more information, go to 
www.firstpaloalto.com or call 
650-688-0850. ■

— Rebecca Wallace
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Police say Menlo Park girl, 14, is still missing
Police are still looking for Jennifer Blair, a 14-year-old resident of 

Menlo Park who was last seen leaving her residence in the 400 block 
of Olive Street on Jan. 6 around 4:30 p.m. Because of her age, police 
are considering her as “at risk.” (Posted Jan. 13 at 8:20 a.m.)

Santa Clara County elects new board president
The Santa Clara County Board of Supervisors today elected Su-

pervisor Ken Yeager as its new president, replacing Liz Kniss. (Posted 

Jan. 12 at 3:36 p.m.)

Palo Alto begins process to rename Lytton Plaza
Lytton Plaza officially began its transformation into Thoits Plaza 

Monday night, when the Palo Alto City Council voted unanimously 
to begin the renaming process. (Posted Jan. 12 at 9:06 a.m.)

Armed men rob Menlo Park gas station
Police in Menlo Park are trying to identify two suspects who 

robbed a 76 gas station at gunpoint Monday night. (Posted Jan. 

12 at 8:27 a.m.)

Knife-wielding man robs Mountain View bank
A man brandishing a knife robbed the Wells Fargo Bank on Castro 

Street in Mountain View Monday morning before fleeing into nearby 
Pioneer Park, police reported. (Posted Jan. 11 at 4:33 p.m.)

Conference aims to boost father-child bond
Encouraging fathers to be present in the lives of their children 

is the goal of a Jan. 29 conference planned by the Fatherhood Col-
laborative, an official advisory board to the County of San Mateo. 
(Posted Jan. 11 at 12:02 p.m.)

New trees, wider sidewalks eyed for El Camino
Months after Palo Alto residents shot down a city proposal to 

plant red maples on California Avenue, the trees are causing a 
stir at another streetscape project just a few blocks away. (Posted 

Jan. 11 at 9:53 a.m.)

Saturday fire displaces Mountain View family
A family was displaced in Mountain View on Saturday night after 

their home caught on fire, according to the fire department. (Posted 

Jan. 10 at 1:59 p.m.)

Facebook expansion could relieve parking woes
Facebook plans to shift nearly 500 employees from its California 

Avenue headquarters at Stanford Research Park to its new 265,000- 
square-foot building at 1050 Page Mill Road, a company spokesman 
told residents in an e-mail on Friday. (Posted Jan. 8 at 8:07 p.m.)

Apple plans new flagship store on University Ave.
Palo Alto’s Apple Store may soon be moving across the street. The 

Palo Alto Architectural Review Board Thursday approved facade 
improvements for the building at 340 University Ave. — although the 
Apple Store tenancy was not mentioned. (Posted Jan. 8 at 9:46 a.m.)

Simitian to offer ‘education update’ in Palo Alto
State Senator Joe Simitian, D-Palo Alto, will hold an “Education 

Update” Jan. 23 in Palo Alto, reviewing K-12 education funding and 
legislation pending in Sacramento. (Posted Jan. 8 at 9:49 a.m.)

Truck crash jams traffic at El Camino/Page Mill
A large delivery truck that hit a car and a pedestrian on El 

Camino Real at 7 a.m. Friday wound up at a steep angle next to 
the We Fix Macs store just south of Page Mill Road, according 
to police. (Posted Jan. 8 at 9:10 a.m.)

Online This Week
These and other news stories were posted on Palo Alto Online throughout 
the week. For longer versions, go to www.PaloAltoOnline.com/news  
or click on “News” in the left, green column.

Want to get news briefs e-mailed to you every weekday? 
Sign up for Express, our new daily e-edition.  
Go to www.PaloAltoOnline.com to sign up. 

“I asked her to marry me,” 
Bill Hahn said on a recent 
weekday afternoon, hold-

ing his fiancée’s hand in her cozy 
apartment in the Palo Alto Com-
mons senior community on El 
Camino Way. 

“We were sitting out on the ve-
randa together,” Colleen Coleman 
said. “He looked at me and said... 
Do you remember what you said, 
Bill?

“He said, ‘I’d like you to be my 
wife.’ I thought about it for a sec-
ond and said, ‘OK, I will.’”

“He didn’t get down on one knee. 
I didn’t expect him to. He might 
not have gotten up,” she said with 
a smile.

With 118 years of combined 
experience being married, Hahn 
and Coleman decided to take the 
plunge again this week. Hahn is 85 
and Coleman 84. They met at Palo 
Alto Commons.

“Falling in love when you’re 84 
makes a lot more sense than when 
you’re 18,” Coleman said. “You 
look for different qualities. You 
look for what’s inside not outside, 
and that’s a big deal.

“I’d recommend everybody mar-
ry after 80,” she said.

What ended up as love started 
out as something else entirely.

When Hahn and Coleman first 
met, Hahn was still married. His 
wife was moved to Palo Alto Com-
mons in 2007 for what turned out 
to be end-of-life treatment. Hahn 
had been a loving, diligent husband 
and was with his wife through 10 
years of illnesses and medical 
complications. Hahn’s wife died 
April 22. 

“He was just so depressed and 
morose. We just became acquaint-

ed having dinner at the same time 
every night. If he was sitting alone, 
I’d talk to him,” Coleman said.

Being an optimistic, kind per-
son, Coleman said she couldn’t 
bear to see someone else in so 
much pain. She reached out to 
Hahn, and the two found they had 
a lot in common.

“He’s my best friend here. We 
get along so well together,” she 

said leaning into him.
Neither expected anything 

more than friendship. The rela-
tionship was platonic but soon 
turned symbiotic. 

“He’s my eyes, and I can be his 
legs,” said Coleman, who is le-
gally blind.

Hahn uses a walker to get 
around.

“It was between the Apple com-
puter and the Bible” that brought 
them together, Hahn said.

“And the fact that he’s a sweet, 
wonderful man,” Coleman added.

Hahn would read verses from 
the Bible to Coleman and Coleman 
would teach Hahn how to use the 
new laptop his son bought him.

“He got really dependent on me. 
He couldn’t live without me.” Cole-
man laughed.

The two listened to music, talked 
about faith and politics and took 
weekly walks to Starbucks.

“Then there was that night,” 
Coleman said.

After the pair had known each 
other for two years, the idea came 
to Coleman that it would be a good 
idea to have Hahn escort her to din-
ner. It was to be a big night at the 
Palo Alto Commons dining room, 
with dancing and a live band.

“I sat here, and I waited and 
waited. Finally, I went downstairs 
to look for him. He was just sit-
ting there waiting for me,” Cole-
man said.

“Afterwards, he walked me to 
the door. I felt like kissing him, so 
I did,” she said.

Coleman said that, looking back, 
it wasn’t surprising they fell in 
love. But it also wasn’t anything 
they sought or expected.

“I would never guess I’d find 
another love like Colleen. It’s un-
believable to me,” Hahn said, his 
voice cracking.

The couple has asked that their 
wedding plans be kept private but 
said it would involve a small cer-
emony at their church, with a big 
reception afterwards.

For the first time, Hahn will be 
a grandfather. 

“I’m picking up about 30” new 
family members, he joked.

After a honeymoon to Half Moon 
Bay, the couple plan to move into 
a larger apartment — in Palo Alto 
Commons. 

Editorial Intern John Squire 
can be contacted at jsquire@
paweekly.com.

An old-fashioned love story
Two seniors at Palo Alto Commons find romance — a second time

by John Squire

Bill Hahn, 85, and Colleen Coleman, 84, chat while sitting on a bench outside Palo Alto Commons in 
December. The couple, who met at the Commons and often take walks together, recently wed.

Veronica W
eber

COMMUNITY

‘Falling in love when 
you’re 84 makes a 
lot more sense than 
when you’re 18. ... I’d 
recommend everybody 
marry after 80.’ 

— Colleen Coleman, on her re-
cent marriage to Bill Hahn 
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Upfront

City Council (Jan. 11)
Church renovation: The council approved a proposal by Embarcadero Capital 
Partners to renovate the historic building at 661 Bryant St., and to build a new mez-
zanine with office space. The building formerly housed the First Church of Christ, 
Scientist. Yes: Burt, Espinosa, Scharff, Schmidt, Klein, Holman, Price, Yeh Recused: 
Shepherd
Lytton Plaza: The council voted to initiate the renaming process for Lytton Plaza. 
The process was prompted by a request from Chop Keenan and Friends of Lytton 
Plaza to rename the plaza Thoits Plaza. Yes: Unanimous
Police union: The council voted to defer salary increases for members of the Palo 
Alto Police Officers’ Association for one year and to extend the city’s current con-
tract with the police union until 2011. Yes: Unanimous

Palo Alto Board of Education (Jan. 12)
Parcel tax: The school board voted to place a parcel tax on the May 4 ballot. The 
$589-per-parcel annual tax would replace the current $493-per-parcel tax, run for 
six years and carry an optional exemption for property owners 65 and older. Yes: 
Unanimous

Planning and Transportation Commission 
(Jan. 13)
El Camino Real intersection: The commission voted unanimously in favor of 
proposed renovations at the intersection of El Camino Real and Stanford Avenue. 
Changes include sidewalk bulbouts, new street furniture and lighting fixtures and a 
widened median in the middle of the crosswalk.
Yes: Unanimous
Comprehensive Plan: The commission discussed the Business Element programs 
and policies in the city’s Comprehensive Plan. The discussion was part of the com-
mission’s ongoing revision of the Comprehensive Plan.
Action: None

CityView
A round-up of       Palo Alto government action this week

LET’S DISCUSS: Read the latest local news headlines 
and talk about the issues at Town Square at www.PaloAltoOnline.com

PALO ALTO ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW BOARD ... The board is 
scheduled to conduct its annual retreat. The board plans to discuss 
design implications for public art and consider ARB 2010 Awards 
project finalists. The retreat will be held at 8:30 a.m. on Thursday, 
Jan. 21, in the Palo Alto Art Center (1313 Newell Road). 

Public Agenda

German International School of Silicon Valley

• Preschool and Grades K-12 with dual immersion 
    language programm (German and English)
• WASC accredited High School Program
• German International Abitur & SAT/AP exams
 
• Safe and nurturing learning environment
• German language classes for all ages

          310 Easy Street, Mountain View, CA 94043        email office@gissv.org        web www.gissv.org

Visit our 

Open House on

January 23, 2010

10am to 1pm

The Best of two Worlds - Learning in German and English

GISSV

1055 Sunnyvale-Saratoga Rd., Sunnyvale
(408) 735.8333  www.championyes.com

A Mandarin Immersion 
Preschool bringing a world 

of opportunities to your child.

2010 New Preschool 

Enrollment Open House
Every Saturday 1pm - 3pm

New Parent Enrollment Meeting

Saturday, January 9, 2010
Daily Walk-In Tour

Monday - Friday, 10am - 6pm 

Looking for Preschool Teacher who speaks native English and ability to teach Phonics

Free hot lunch and two keyboard lessons per week 
for current school year. First 50 full time students’ 
tuition will be locked without increase until 2011.

First 50 full time students eligible for 30% OFF 
Grand Opening annual sign up.

Beautifully

renovated

40,000 sf

preschool site

CHAMPION KINDER 
INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL

Palo Alto’s police officers will 
soon be equipped with glob-
al-position-system devices, 

binoculars and radio earpieces 
thanks to a $100,000 state grant.

The Citizens Options for Public 
Safety (COPS) grant, which the 
City Council voted to accept Mon-
day night, will also allow the de-
partment to enhance its evidence-
collection trailer and to get a new 
canine unit — which would allow 
one of the department’s aging ca-
nines to retire. The department also 
plans to use the COPS funds to buy 
12 “heavy-duty cases” for storing 
patrol equipment; 12 large-capaci-
ty UBS flash drives; and five new 
“remote area lighting systems.”

The department’s “enhanced” 
evidence-gathering vehicle would 
include a drying shed for “wet 
evidence,” a refrigeration unit for 
other types of evidence, a place 
to view DVDs and security tapes, 

a generator and improved light-
ing. The cost of outfitting the evi-
dence-collecting vehicle would be 
$50,000.

The council voted unanimously 
to accept the COPS money, say-
ing the funds would bolster the 
police department and make the 
city safer. Palo Alto has been ac-
cepting COPS funds every year 
since 1998. In the past, the funds 
helped the department buy Tasers, 
surveillance equipment, upgrades 
to patrol vehicles and automatic 
license-plate readers.

“I think this is important for our 
police force and our community,” 
Vice Mayor Sid Espinosa said 
Monday. “I know we’ve accepted 
funds for this program since 1998 
and I hope we never get to the point 
where we’re not accepting money 
for much-needed Police Depart-
ment needs.” 

— Gennady Sheyner

New grant funds police 
equipment

$100,000 would pay for GPS, canine unit 

COMMUNITY

THE ETHICS OF FOOD & THE ENVIRONMENT WINTER 2010

Sponsored By The Bowen H. McCoy Family Center for Ethics in Society At Stanford

ETHICSINSOCIETY.STANFORD.EDU

January 21, 2010 / 7:00 pm / Annenberg Auditorium, 435 Lasuen Mall, Stanford

Kathleen Merrigan (Deputy Secretary, US Department of Agriculture)

“Know Your Farmer, Know Your Food”

February 4, 2010 / 7:30 pm / Cubberley Auditorium, 485 Lasuen Mall, Stanford

David Kessler (Professor, UCSF School of Medicine / former commissioner FDA)

"Taking Control of the Insatiable American Appetite"

February 11, 2010 / 7:30 pm / Annenberg Auditorium, 435 Lasuen Mall, Stanford

Steve Schneider (Professor Interdisciplinary Environmental Studies & Biology 

Stanford)

“The Climate Change Problem: Science, Ethics and Policy”

February 18, 2010 / 7:30 pm / Memorial Auditorium, 551 Serra Mall, Stanford

Jeffrey Sachs (Director, The Earth Institute, Columbia University)

"Designing a Path to Sustainable Development"
This is a free event but tickets are required. 

Tickets available at the Stanford Ticket Office.

February 25, 2010 / 7:00 pm / Annenberg Auditorium, 435 Lasuen Mall, Stanford

Killer at Large (film)
Faculty talk back with 

Christopher Gardner (Director of Nutrition Studies; Stanford)
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Pulse
A weekly compendium of vital statistics

Palo Alto
Jan. 6-12
Violence related
Assault w/deadly weapon. . . . . . . . . . . .1

Child abuse/physical. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1

Family violence . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1

Sex crime/misc . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1

Theft related
Grand theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1

Residential burglary attempt. . . . . . . . . .1

Petty theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .3

Vehicle related
Driving w/ suspended license  . . . . . . . .2

Hit and run . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2

Theft from auto . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .4

Vehicle accident/mnr. injury . . . . . . . . . .1

Vehicle accident/property damage. . . . .4

Vehicle impound . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1

Vehicle stored . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1

Alcohol or drug related
Drunken driving. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .4

N&D possession . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1

Miscellaneous
Accident property damage. . . . . . . . . . . .

Elder abuse/financial . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1

Found property. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1

Lost property . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1

Missing person . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1

Other/misc. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2

Outside investigation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2

Psych. Subject . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .3

Unattended death. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1

Warrant/other agency . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .4

Menlo Park
Jan. 6-12
Violence related
Battery . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1

Child abuse. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1

Theft related
Commercial burglary . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1

Fraud . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .3

Grand theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2

Petty theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2

Residential burglary . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1

Robbery . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1

Vehicle related
Auto theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1

Hit and run . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .4

Stolen vehicle . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1

Suspended license . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2

Theft from auto . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .4

Vehicle accident/prop damage. . . . . . . .4

Vehicle accident/injury . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1

Alcohol and drug related
Registrant . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1

Miscellaneous
Disturbance . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1

Info. case . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2

Lost property . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1

Missing person . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2

Outside assistance . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1

Probation arrest or assist . . . . . . . . . . . .1

Property for destruction . . . . . . . . . . . . .2

Suspicious person . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1

Warrant arrest. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .5

Vandalism . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1

Other/Misc. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1

Atherton
Dec. 23-Jan. 8
Theft related
Fraud . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .3

Grand theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1

Petty theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1

Vehicle related
Bicycle stop . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1

Hit and run . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1

Suspicious vehicle . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .8

Vehicle accident/prop damage. . . . . . . .1

Vehicle stop . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1

Vehicle tow . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1

Miscellaneous
Citizen assist. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1

Disturbing/annoying phone calls. . . . . . .1

Fire call . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2

Follow up . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1

Juvenile problem. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1

Medical aid . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .4

Meet citizen . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1

Noise ordnance/violation . . . . . . . . . . . .5

Outside assistance . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .9

Suspicious circumstances . . . . . . . . . . .4

Suspicious person . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .5

Vandalism . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2

Welfare check . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1

Other/Misc. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11

VIOLENT CRIMES
Palo Alto
2700 Block Ash Street, 1/6/10, 9:42 p.m.; 
assault with deadly weapon.

Page Mill Road, 1/7/10, 2:37 p.m.; family 
violence.

Hamilton Avenue, 1/7/10, 9:10 p.m.; child 
abuse/physical

Kings Lane, 1/1/10, 7:55 a.m.; sex crime 
misc.

Menlo Park
1100 block of Elder Avenue, 1/8/10, 9:35 
p.m.; battery

100 Block O’Keefe Street, 1/11/10, 4:37 
p.m.; child abuse.

1 2 9 8 4 7 3 6 5
8 4 3 5 2 6 1 7 9
7 5 6 3 1 9 8 2 4
3 7 1 4 6 8 9 5 2
4 9 5 1 3 2 6 8 7
6 8 2 7 9 5 4 1 3
5 6 4 2 8 3 7 9 1
2 3 8 9 7 1 5 4 6
9 1 7 6 5 4 2 3 8

Answers to this week’s puzzles, which can be found on page 65

Fresh news 
delivered daily

Sign up today

www.PaloAltoOnline.com

Look for rules and entry form 
starting Friday, January 29
in the Palo Alto Weekly or 

online at www.PaloAltoOnline.com

19th Annual Photo Contest
Coming Soon!
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Transitions
Births, marriages and deaths

Births
Orr, Christine and James of 

Menlo Park, a son, Dec. 11.
Nielson, Tyler and Melinda

of Menlo Park, a daughter, Dec. 
13.

Dillingham, Angela, and 
Pineda Rivera, Christian, of 
Palo Alto, a son, Dec. 15

Whealan-Andersson, Caro-
lyn, and Andersson, Christer,
of Menlo Park, a son, Dec. 16

Fifita, Ana and Una of Menlo 
Park, a son, Dec. 29.

beautiful residential
community

We invite you to experience our

Palo Alto Commons is a privately owned 
and managed senior residence in Palo Alto.

Here you'll find a warm and vibrant 
environment with a loyal and committed 
long-term staff and management. 

Please call for a personal tour and be 
our guest for lunch. We look forward 
to seeing you.

Short term stays are available.  

 Take a stroll down our walking paths and 
lovely landscaped gardens.

 As you tour our spacious apartments enjoy the 
view from the balcony or patio.

 Take advantage of our many amenities and 
concierge services. 

 We offer independent and assisted living 
options with six levels of care available.

24 Hour On-site Licensed Nurse ServicesLicense #435200706

650-494-0760
www.paloaltocommons.com

4075 El Camino Way,  Palo Alto, CA 94306

PATRICIA NITTLER GAREIA

Patricia Nittler Gareia passed away on December 21, 2009 
from a lingering illness.

Patricia was a loving daughter, sister, mother, and 
grandmother. She is survived by her children, Michael Patrick, 
Kathy Patrick, Carol Mannas, and Tayllor Gareia. She is also 
survived by her father, John Nittler, and  her sisters, Cheryl 
Mautner, Elizabeth Rodriguez, and Mary Piciullo. Patricia had 
ten grandchildren and two great grandchildren.

 Please join us in a celebration of Patricia's life on January 
23rd at 10:00 a.m. at Our Lady Of The Rosary Church, 3233 
Cowper Street, Palo Alto, California.

P A I D  O B I T U A R Y

Deaths
Frances Gibbs

Frances Jacobson Gibbs, 99, a 
longtime resi-
dent of Ladera, 
died Jan. 1 at 
The Sequoias 
in Portola Val-
ley.

Her parents 
e m i g r a t e d 
from Sweden, 
and her father 
was a pastor of 
several Swedish Baptist churches in 
Wisconsin. Her mother named her 
after 19th century suffragist and 
prohibition campaigner Frances 
Willard, relatives said.

The family eventually moved to 
Los Angeles, where she worked as 
a librarian for a time to earn money 
to help her brother through medi-
cal school. She graduated Phi Beta 
Kappa from Occidental College in 
1934.

She married Owen Gibbs in 1938 
and moved to Ladera in 1951. She 
and her husband were founding 
members of the Ladera Community 
Church, where she led the current-
affairs discussion group as well as 
community book groups. She wrote 
memorable narratives about her fam-
ily and experiences, and poems for 

her Christmas cards, relatives said.
After raising five children, she be-

came a social worker for San Mateo 
County, then retired to work as an 
activities director at the Palo Alto 
Senior Day Care Center. She moved 
to The Sequoias in 1995.

She is survived by her children, 
James Gibbs of Evanston, Ill.;Janet 
Hunt of Takoma Park, Md.; Mary 
Delaney of Willits, Calif.; David 
Gibbs of Cedar Park, Texas; and 
Carol Tenter of Bolinas, Calif.;. 10 
grandchildren; and 12 great-grand-
children.

Private funeral services are pend-
ing. The family recommends do-
nations in her memory be made to 
a charity or cause of the donor’s 
choice.

369 Lytton Avenue
Downtown Palo Alto

462-5903
Family owned and operated

for 15 years

Buy 1 entree
and get the 2nd one

with coupon
(Dinner Only)

www.janta ind ianres taurant .com

Nearly 43% of our ‘garbage’ is actually recyclable. By simply placing items in the
appropriate containers, we can further our community goals of Zero Waste by 2021
and 15% reduction of greenhouse gas emissions by 2020. To address this important
issue, the City is creating a new Recycling and Composting Ordinance to restrict
recyclables and compostables from the garbage.

Help the City of Palo Alto Develop Its New
Palo Alto Recycling and Composting Ordinance

Join the Community Discussion
The Palo Alto community is invited to attend public meetings hosted by the City to
develop the specifics of the new ordinance. The meetings have been separated into
two categories, residential and commercial, to specifically address the differing
needs and concerns of these community members.

Visit www.cityofpaloalto.org/zerowaste
or call (650) 496-5910 for more

information on this issue.

PUBLIC MEETINGS
- Commercial -      - Residential -

Wednesday, January 27 Wednesday, February 3
2:30 – 4 p.m. 7 – 8:30 p.m.
Roche, A2-1 Conference Room Art Center Auditorium
3431 Hillview Ave., Palo Alto 1313 Newell Road, Palo Alto

Thursday, January 28 Saturday, February 6
8:30 – 10 a.m. 10 – 11:30 a.m.
Comerica Bank boardroom Art Center Auditorium
250 Lytton Ave., Palo Alto 1313 Newell Road, Palo Alto
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Title Pages
A monthly section on local books and authors, edited              by Jocelyn Dong

Book 
Talk

HERALDING HP ... Stanford 
University scholar Charles H. 
House and University of Illinois 
Professor Raymond L. Price 
have teamed up to write a 656-
page history of Hewlett-Packard 
Company (now known simply as 
HP), for which House was an en-
gineer in the 1960s. In reviewing 
the high-tech company’s six eras 
of innovation since its founding 
in 1939, the authors lay the foun-
dation for questioning what the 
Silicon Valley giant’s future will 
hold. “The HP Phenomenon” is 
published by Stanford Business 
Books, an imprint of Stanford 
University Press.

HOPE FOR ALZHEIMER’S ... 
When a loved one has traveled 
on the downward spiral of Al-
zheimer’s disease, losing memo-
ries and ability to communicate, 
there are still ways family and 
friends can keep a relationship 
with the person alive. So writes 
Judith London, a Los Altos au-
thor and licensed psychologist 
with 16 years’ experience in 
treating people with Alzheimer’s 
and other dementias. “Connect-
ing the Dots: Breakthroughs in 
Communication as Alzheimer’s 
Advances” shows readers how 
to reach the minds and hearts 
of people with mid-to-late stage 
Alzheimer’s. London uses an-
ecdotes from her work with pa-
tients and describes techniques 
she’s used to draw meaning 
from their communication. Lon-
don will be speaking on Wednes-
day, Feb. 17, at 7:30 p.m. at 
Books Inc. in Mountain View.

AUTHOR, AUTHOR ... Authors, 

“Close Encounters of the Third-
Grade Kind: Thoughts on Teacher-

hood,” by Phillip Done; Center Street/
Hachette Book Group; 336 pp.; $22.99

by Chris Kenrick

H ey, did you hear about the time Mr. 
Done worked in a restaurant and 
he was carrying 10 salads on a tray 

and he dropped it? Or about when he was 
in third grade and put gel in his hair be-
cause he had a crush on Miss Greco, his 
teacher?

Phillip Done’s third- and fourth-grade 
students at Addison Elementary School in 
Palo Alto have heard both of those stories, 
and many more. 

In his classroom, the storytelling has 
a purpose — to make a connection with 
students, creating an environment that he 
believes fosters the best learning.

Done, who’s taught for more than two 
decades, has spent years cultivating the 
art of storytelling, not just for kids, but 
also for fellow teachers and for the world 
at large.

This year, he’s taking time off from the 
classroom to promote his latest compila-
tion of stories, “Close Encounters of the 
Third Grade Kind,” published by the Ha-
chette Book Group.

Done’s appearance at Kepler’s Books 
and Magazine in September drew lines 
out the door. He has spoken in Sacra-
mento, Seattle, Denver, appeared on vari-
ous television shows and at the Keystone 
State Reading Association Conference in 
Hershey, Pa.

Done delivered the “welcome back” 
speech last fall for teachers and staff in 
the Sunnyvale School District — a moti-
vational speech for 600 educators in the 
district where he himself attended elemen-
tary school and spent his first nine years 
of teaching.

His topic was the qualities of an out-
standing educator.

“What makes teachers excellent — what 
makes them stand out — is the connec-
tions they make with the children,” he said 

Addison’s Phillip Done shares 
classroom stories in his second book

(continued on next page)

(continued on next page)

Palo Alto educator Phillip Done offers tales of elementary-school teaching in his latest 
book. 
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NOTICE OF VACANCIES ON THE
HUMAN RELATIONS COMMISSION

FOR TWO TERMS ENDING MARCH 31, 2013 AND 
ONE UNEXPIRED TERM ENDING MARCH 31, 2012

(Terms of Hirsch Khan, Hamilton, and Mora)

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the City Council is seeking 
applications for the Human Relations Commission from 
persons interested in serving in one of two terms ending March 
31, 2013, or one unexpired term ending March 31, 2012.

Eligibility Requirements: Composed of seven members who 
are not Council Members, officers or employees of the City, 
who are residents of the City, and who shall be appointed by 
the Council.  Regular meetings are held at 7:00 p.m. on the 
second Thursday of each month.

Duties:  The Human Relations Commission has the discretion 
to act with respect to any human relations matter when the 
Commission finds that any person or group does not benefit 
fully from public or private opportunities or resources in the 
community, or is unfairly or differently treated due to factors of 
concern to the Commission:  a) public or private opportunities 
or resources in the community include, but are not limited 
to, those associated with ownership and rental of housing, 
employment, education and governmental services and 
benefits; and  b) factors of concern to the Commission include, 
but are not limited to, socioeconomic class or status, physical 
condition or handicap, married or unmarried state, emotional 
condition, intellectual ability, age, sex, sexual preference, 
race, cultural characteristics, ethnic background, ancestry, 
citizenship, and religious, conscientious or philosophical belief.  
The Commission shall conduct such studies and undertake 
such responsibilities as the Council may direct.

Application forms and appointment information are available in 
the City Clerk‘s Office, 250 Hamilton Avenue, Palo Alto (650) 
329-2571 or may be obtained on the website at http://www.
cityofpaloalto.org.  

Deadline for receipt of applications in the City Clerk‘s Office is 
5:30 p.m., January 27, 2010.  If an incumbent does not apply, 
the deadline will be extended to 5:30 p.m., Tuesday, February 
2, 2010.

 DONNA J. GRIDER
 City Clerk

MEMBERS MUST BE PALO ALTO RESIDENTS. 

in an interview with the Weekly.
“It’s not about STAR Test scores, 

standards, lesson plans, math books, 
spellers or overheads. The most im-
portant thing is the connection you 
make with the child. They are moti-
vated by stories from our lives.”

Done calls it “personal teach-
ing.”

“The storytelling isn’t just for fun 
and filler; it’s purposeful. If you 
connect with children, it does many 
things. They’re more apt to respect 
you and believe in what you’re try-
ing to do. There’s more buy-in to the 
program. There’s more closeness.”

Done recently encountered a Wells 
Fargo Bank teller who had been one 
of his students 20 years ago. During 
the transaction, the teller flawlessly 
recounted a story Done had told his 
class way back when.

“We underestimate the power of 
storytelling,” he said.

“When you have 25 children in a 
classroom you have to create a tone 
of warmth and camaraderie. These 
children are all working together for 
185 days. The teacher needs to set 
a tone whereby children can work 
well together, be willing to make 
mistakes in front of each other.

“How do you create that? You tell 
stories, showing them your own vul-
nerabilities and mistakes.”

Done began his storytelling — 
and writing — efforts not so much 
with students as with teachers in 
mind.

“There’s a lot of pressure on 
teachers. It’s not easy being in the 
trenches,” he said.

“I wanted to do for teachers what 
Erma Bombeck did for mothers — 
give them some laughs and some 
hopes.” 

However, after the 2005 publi-
cation of his first book, “32 Third 
Graders and One Class Bunny,” he 
found that many of his readers were 
actually parents.

“I get e-mails every day — in the 
beginning it was 20 to 30 a day — 
from all over the country. The peo-
ple who write are the parents, be-
cause the book is a glimpse of their 
child’s life in the classroom.”

He acknowledged that some par-
ents are overbearing. But, he said, 
“You have to realize they’re just car-
ing for their child.

“Ninety-five percent of parents 
are fantastic. They drive on field 
trips, make costumes, send in treats 
on birthdays — they’re there for 
you.

“You do have your one or two. 

You’ve been told by the previous 
teacher who these parents are.

“You need to immediately let the 
parent know that you’re a team. At 
the parent-teacher conference, I sit 
next to parents, never across from 
them.

“If a parent senses that you care 
for their child, that you’re doing 
your best and you know what you’re 
doing, there are usually no prob-
lems.”

Done wrote his first book in 
Budapest, where he taught at the 
American International School from 
2000 to 2005. He never could have 
written it here, he said.

“As a California public school 
teacher, you get one hour of release 
time a week — your time away 
from the children, when they go to 
the library or P.E. Otherwise, all 
day you’re on show. I call it the best 
stage in town.

“When you’re done at the end of 
the day you’re exhausted, wiped out. 
It’s all you can do to put some din-
ner in the microwave.

“If you’re good, there’s nothing 
left. You’ve given it all to the chil-
dren.” 

Staff Writer Chris Kenrick can 
be e-mailed at ckenrick@paweek-
ly.com.

Phillip Done
(continued from previous page)

ranging from a California gu-
bernatorial candidate to an 
emergency-room psychiatrist, 
are scheduled to speak at 
Kepler’s Books in Menlo Park 
in the coming weeks. John 
Lescroart, a New York Times 
bestselling author of 20 novels, 
will be speaking on his new-
est book, “Treasure Hunt,” on 
Monday, Jan. 18 at 7 p.m. The 
thriller is set in San Francisco 
and pairs private investiga-
tive Wyatt Hunt with a new 
protégé, Mickey Dade, who 
together sleuth the murder of a 
well-known figure in the City’s 
charity circle. Dr. Paul Linde, a 
clinical professor of psychiatry 
at UC San Francisco, will talk 
about his first-person narrative, 
“Danger to Self: On the Front 
Line with an ER Psychiatrist,” 
on Tuesday, Jan. 19, at 7:30 
p.m. Linde takes readers be-
hind the scenes at an urban 
psychiatric emergency room to 
witness mental-health profes-
sionals trying to alleviate suffer-
ing and repair shattered lives. 
Bill Fernandez, a retired Santa 
Clara County judge, will share 
memories of the special town 
on Kaua’i where he was born 
and raised on Wednesday, Jan. 
20, at 7:30 p.m. In “Rainbows 
Over Kapa’a,” Fernandez talks 
about the values he learned 
from his family and the small 
farmers and shop owners who 
lived in the town. Fernandez 
graduated from Stanford Uni-
versity and its law school. As a 
judge, one of his cases became 
nationally prominent as he de-
cided in favor a child’s right to 
live when the child’s parents re-
fused surgery. Daniel A. Olivas, 
a Stanford University graduate 
and an attorney in Los Angeles 

with the California Department 
of Justice, will talk abut his lat-
est collection of short stories on 
Thursday, Jan. 21, at 7:30 p.m. 
“Anywhere but L.A.” features 
tales that range from contem-
porary narratives to more tra-
ditional cuentos de fantasma, 
painting a portrait of modern 
Latinos in search of their place 
in the world. The event is co-
sponsored by the Stanford Chi-
cano Latino Alumni Association 
of Northern California. Terry 
Castle, a humanities professor 
at Stanford University, will share 
about her new book, “The 
Professor and Other Writings,” 
on Tuesday, Feb. 2, at 7:30 
p.m. Called “one of America’s 
most brilliant critics and cultural 
commentators,” Castle has 
penned a collection of autobio-
graphical essays that author 
Edmund White described as 
“startling (and) gorgeously writ-
ten.” Career-change consultant 
Carol McClelland will speak on 
her book, “Green Careers for 
Dummies,” on Saturday, Feb. 
6, at 2 p.m. The book explores 
career opportunities in the 

environmental field, automo-
bile industry, businesses with 
environmentally friendly prac-
tices and more, along with the 
newest job-search techniques. 
Meg Whitman, a candidate for 
California governor, will speak 
about her book, “The Power 
of Many: Values for Success 
in Business and in Life,” on 
Monday, Feb. 8, at 7:30 p.m. 
In the book, Whitman, former 
president and CEO of eBay, 
writes about ethical questions 
involved in a corporate career 
and explores 10 core values 
she says guided her. Award-
winning reporter Randall Smith 
of The Wall Street Journal will 
talk about the rise of invest-
ment banker Frank Quattrone 
on Wednesday, Feb. 10, 7:30 
p.m. In “The Prince of Silicon 
Valley: Frank Quattrone and the 
Dot-Com Bubble,” Smith writes 
about how Quattrone rose from 
the back streets of South Phila-
delphia to the peak of finance 
as the highest paid banker on 
Wall Street. Quattrone took 
some of the biggest names 
in technology, from Cisco to 
Netscape to Amazon, public. 
Kepler’s is located at 1010 El 
Camino Real in Menlo Park. 
More information is available at 
www.keplers.com.

MORE AUTHOR, AUTHOR ... 
Additional author talks are held 
at Books Inc., 301 Castro St., 
Mountain View and Books Inc. 
at Town & Country Village in 
Palo Alto (www.booksinc.net). 

Items for Book Talk may be 
sent to Associate Editor Carol 
Blitzer, Palo Alto Weekly, P.O 
Box 1610, Palo Alto, CA 93202 
or e-mailed to cblitzer@paweek-
ly.com by the last Friday of the 
month.

Book Talk
(continued from previous page)

Job-change expert Carol Mc-
Clelland explores “Green Ca-
reers for Dummies.”

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Palo Alto City 
Council will hold a public hearing at the regularly 
scheduled meeting on Monday, February 1, 2010 
at 7:00 p.m. or as near thereafter as possible, in the 
Council Chambers, 250 Hamilton Avenue, Palo Alto, 
to Consider Approval of an Ordinance Amending 
Title 21 (Subdivisions) of the Palo Alto Municipal 
Code to Revise the Definition of “Private Street.”

DONNA J. GRIDER, MMC 
City Clerk

CITY OF PALO ALTO
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
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F or Palo Alto resident and at-
torney Jacqueline Widmar 
Stewart, publishing a book 

about her grandparents’ home-
land of Slovenia is a highlight in a 
longtime love affair with the small 
Central European country, one that 
started with her first family visit 
in 1967.

“It was such a magical time, 
despite the poverty and condi-
tions then,” she said of her initial 
trip, taken with her parents while 
she was on a college study-abroad 
program. “And the people are so 
amazing.”

Her years of experience and in-
terest in Slovenia (including study 
of the language) led to the recent 
publication of “Finding Slovenia: A 
Guide to Old Europe’s New Coun-
try,” which is part travel guide, part 
historical homage. Her personal ties 
to the country and its culture are 
evident, as she includes personal 
anecdotes such as her grandmoth-
er’s procedures for making potica, 
an Easter dessert. 

Stewart hopes the book will in-
troduce readers to the “lovely, di-
verse landscape” of Slovenia, as 
well as the people and their life-
style, she said. 

The book narrates the natural 
and cultural history of the New 
Jersey-sized land (formerly part 

of Yugoslavia) which is bordered 
by Austria, Italy and the Adriatic 
Sea and gained its independence in 
1991. 

Visitors to Slovenia will find a 
land in which “everyone loves the 
outdoors,” full of gardens, castles, 
Alpine bike and hiking trails, large 
national parks and a Venice-like 
shoreline.

“And the people pride themselves 
on their hospitality,” she said.

Stewart, who will present “Find-
ing Slovenia” at Books Inc. in Palo 
Alto this Saturday, said the book is 
geared toward both potential visi-
tors to Slovenia as well as people 
with Slovenian heritage (or Slo-
venian residents themselves) who 
want to learn more about its rich 
history and natural resources. 

“It’s versatile. You can flip 
through for some quick information 
or really read it in depth,” she said. 

The book explores favorite plac-
es, such as the capital of Ljubljana 
and Old World castles, as well as 
lesser-known parks, trails and 
footpaths. The 200-page hardback 
features family recipes and cuisine 
notes, a language guide, full-color 
photographs, maps, charts and il-
lustrations. 

“Finding Slovenia” was pub-
lished by Slovenia’s largest publish-
er: Mladinska knjiga. Stewart said 

she is proud to be the publishing 
house’s first non-Slovenian author.

“It’s been wonderful” working 
with the publisher on the project, 
she said. 

In September a reception for 
the book was held at Bled Castle 
(pictured on the book’s cover), and 
Stewart embarked on a book tour of 
other Slovenian locations.

Though Germans and other 
Europeans have been flocking to 
Slovenia for years, in America the 
country is less well-known.

“A lot of people confuse it with 
Slovakia,” Stewart said. 

However, pockets of Slovenian-
descended populations exist all 
over the United States, including 
areas in Kansas City. They have 
taken interest in the book and in-
vited Stewart to present it to their 
communities, she said. 

The book is also a runner-up for 
an award from the London Book 
Festival. Stewart is flying to Lon-
don next week for the award cer-
emony. 

Locally, Stanford-grad Stew-
art has served as an attorney for 
the Midpeninsula Regional Open 
Space District and co-founded the 
East Palo Alto Kids Foundation, a 
volunteer group that raises funds for 
teacher grants. She self-published a 
previous guidebook, “The Glaciers’ 
Treasure Trove: A Field Guide to 
the Lake Michigan Riviera.”

Stewart next plans to spend time 
in Paris, France, to work on her next 
project, a guide to Paris parks.

She will be speaking Saturday, 
Jan. 16, at 3 p.m. at Books Inc., 
74 Town & Country Village, Palo 
Alto. 

Editorial Assistant Karla Kane 
can be e-mailed at kkane@
paweekly.com.

Palo Altan uncovers 
Slovenia

Jacqueline Stewart’s guidebook sheds light 
on a little-known Central European nation

by Karla Kane

Local author Jacqueline Widmar 
Stewart’s family heritage inspired 
her to write her guide to Slovenia. 

‘What’s
your 
  story?’

The 
Palo  Al to 

Story 
Project

Stories about Palo Alto, as told 

by local residents as part of the 

Palo Alto Story Project, are 

now posted on the Internet.  

Watch them at 

www.PaloAltoOnline.com  

All Types of Roofi ng & Gutters
Residential & Commercial S.C.L#785441

Commitment To Excellence

Original Ownership Since 1975

  1901 Old Middlefi eld Way, Mtn. View 650-969-7663

$500
Discount Coupon(with purchase of new roof)

CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANT

Janetta Price

Account ing  &  Tax  Ser v ices

The holidays are over 
and tax season is around the corner – 

Need help?
Qualifi ed, experienced, professional 

services at reasonable cost.

349 First Street, Suite F, Los Altos, CA 94022
Ph: (650) 917-1002  |  Cell: (650) 400-2332  |  Fax: (650) 917-1011

Email: jprice@price-cpa.com

Funeral Home FD132

The Peninsula’s Premier  
Funeral Service Provider

Serving families since 1899

980 Middlefield Rd, Palo Alto, California 94301
(650) 328-1360

www.rollerhapgoodtinney.com

International School of the Peninsula

French Immersion and Chinese Immersion

th 

   required

 Page 15



Rail woes
Editor,

For the last year, California, and 
especially the Peninsula, has been 
inundated with propaganda about 
how our future will be saved if we 
embrace High-Speed Rail.

However, as facts emerge (high-
lighted by the most recent HSRA 
business plan), it’s becoming clear 
that the only things that will be 
saved if this project moves forward 
are the jobs of the board members 
pushing it through.

Here are a few things that HSR 
won’t save.

For starters, $42 billion that the 
state could desperately use to offset 
existing debt, improve schools and 
secure our water supplies. HSR will 
not save a single community that it 
barrels through from the tremendous 
noise it will create to the tune of 270 
trains per day in 2035 (HSRA busi-
ness plan, page 79).

It will not save our transportation 
system or energy consumption, as a 
vast majority of California’s trans-
portation needs involve regional 
commuting difficulties, not long-
distance travel.

Finally, it will not save our state 
from the present recession, as only 
a fraction of the 600,000 promised 
construction jobs will ever come to 
fruition. It’s beyond deceiving that 
the criteria used to arrive at this 
number defines a full-time job as 
one year of work during the course 
of construction and not full-time jobs 
created that will last throughout the 
entire course of construction (HSRA 
business plan, page 110).

So before California becomes in-
debted to this project any further, 
let’s save ourselves from everything 
we didn’t bank on.

Richard Hackmann
Embarcadero Road

Palo Alto

Rush to judgment?
Editor,

In a Jan. 7 letter to the Daily Post, 
Yoriko Kishimoto responded to my 
letter asking why she supported the 
high-speed rail measure last Novem-
ber without knowing all the details 
and problems behind it.

How refreshing it would have 
been had she simply said, “I made a 
mistake. If I knew then what I know 
now, I would not have urged resi-
dents to vote for it.”

Instead she says, “In retrospect, 
of course I wish we had had the re-
sources and knowledge then that we 
do now.”

Is this how one wins awards for 
“leadership,” advocating for critical 
issues without full knowledge?

Kishimoto writes, “... the voters 
were asked to support the concept 
of high-speed rail without a mecha-
nism to ensure good governance 
and accountability.” Why not have 
the honesty and courage to write, “I 
asked voters to support high-speed 

rail”?
Rather than acknowledge her mis-

takes, Kishimoto uses her letter as 
a PR opportunity to pat herself on 
the back for all the wonderful things 
she’s doing with the Peninsula Cit-
ies Consortium — things she should 
have done before recommending a 
yes vote.

She claims her consortium 
does more outreach than VTA or 
Dumbarton Rail — while admitting 
that she’s on the boards of both or-
ganizations.

When “we focus our energy to 
tackle the big issues moving for-
ward,” as Kishimoto suggests, let’s 
make sure we do so with our eyes 
wide open. Let’s elect State Assem-
bly leaders who don’t rush to judg-
ment and who have the courage to 
admit their mistakes.

Pat Marriott
Oakhurst Avenue

Los Altos

Wage dispute
Editor,

I’m informed by 50 years in con-
struction. 

Good outcomes occur when con-
tractors respect workers, pay prevail-
ing wages and pay for apprentice and 
lifetime training, empowering work-
ers with competent, comprehensive 
craft capability.

Cutting corners, low-balling labor 
costs and exploiting untrained work-
ers produces shoddy construction, 
with taxpayers bearing the social 
costs of construction.

I’m no Palo Alto resident, but I’ve 
handled the tools here in high-tech 
labs, restaurants, downtown build-
ings, student housing and the V.A. 
Hospital.

Thousands of construction work-
ers have invested pieces of our lives 
in your structures. We deserve a 
voice in the prevailing wage con-
troversy. Our union apprentice pro-
grams equal any in the country. A 
five-year apprenticeship in my local 
union equips one to produce safe, ef-
ficient, skilled pipe-trades work any-
where on the planet. We work with 
confident efficiency that can lower 
the overall cost of construction.

When Palo Alto ducks paying 
prevailing wages, it disrespectfully 
denigrates workers. It produces a 
climate of contractor competition in 
a dog-eat-dog race to the bottom on 
workers’ backs. Competition should 
be based on management skills and 
a trained, safe, efficient workforce.

The irony of Palo Alto’s low-ball 
policy is that prevailing wage pay-
ment on government-funded projects 
became law when Palo Alto’s proud 

Spectrum
Editorials, letters and opinions

Finding ways to save 
‘what really matters’?

Impending loss of Palo Alto’s last bowling alley to 
condos and a hotel raises a question: What makes 

Palo Alto special to residents?

T he Palo Alto Bowl on El Camino Real will soon become a foot-
note to Palo Alto’s history, as it gives way to a recently approved 
hotel and condominiums. 

That loss will be felt especially by Palo Alto-based developer 
Roxy Rapp, whose father, Lou Rapp, built the bowling alley 55 
years ago — where Roxy worked when he was a kid. 

The City Council approved the transition despite statements 
of personal regret by several council members. Those statements 
raise intriguing questions: What specific features of the 
community have special value to residents? Which deserve 
efforts to preserve them?

A key question is whether more could, or should, have been 
done to save the historic bowling alley. Roxy Rapp apparently 
quietly tried but was outbid for the property by about $1 million, 
he reports. Could the city have helped? 

The focus in such cases is on privately owned businesses, such 
as the Palo Alto Bowl, that provide family-oriented recreational 
opportunities for the community. Traditional planning and 
zoning procedures provide little opportunity for city staff or 
residents to raise the question of broader value of existing 
features of the community. 

There have been successes, such as the recently approved 
College Terrace Centre plan that includes retention of a 
neighborhood-serving market as part of an office development 
— perhaps, one hopes, the JJ&F family-owned market. 

An earlier success of decades past was preserving the Winter 
Lodge in Midtown, once threatened with extinction. A land swap 
for some city-owned land near the baylands helped save that 
community icon.

Other cities have had successes, such as Menlo Park’s 
proactive public/private effort to save the landmark Kepler’s 
bookstore. 

Identifying and seeking to preserve valued aspects of the 
community is an area that traditionally has been outside the 
scope of city planning and building approvals. 

And, of course, could Palo Altans agree on what’s most 
valued? 

The Weekly in its Jan. 8 cover story raised the question of 
what community features are most valued and perhaps worth 
efforts to preserve in the face of new development proposals. 
It is disappointing to see valued community icons disappear, 
often “without a fight,” under the traditional zoning and project-
approval process. 

But short of jumping in and buying properties, an 
impossibility that would raise an outcry in its own right, there 
may be other ways to preserve valued community features — 
creative ways to provide incentives to developers to be sensitive 
to such elements. 

The city’s planned community (PC) zone could be a more 
effective negotiating tool with developers, with a tighter 
definition of “community benefit” plus long-term monitoring and 
enforcement of such benefits — a continuing problem.  

But a first step would be to identify what are the valued 
features, a process Palo Alto has not even considered. 

The city’s Parks & Recreation Commission, which recently 
expressed concern about loss of private recreational opportunities, 
might logically spearhead such an inventory, inviting public input 
in a constructive, “brainstorming” mode. 

We as a community should not have to listen to how sad council 
members are about losing yet another community icon, such as the 
bowling alley, without a leadership effort to preserve it. 

Home stretch for 
Holiday Fund gifts

W e are entering the final week of this year’s annual Holiday 
Fund effort by the Palo Alto Weekly, with a solid showing of 
donors and gifts. 

More than 430 donors have given more than $220,000 in gifts 
and grants to the annual fund, founded by the Weekly in 1993. 

The donations, down a bit from the past two years, will 
nevertheless fund modest-size grants to community-based 
organizations that provide services and programs for children, 

Editorial

The Palo Alto Weekly encourages comments on our coverage or on 
issues of local interest.

What do you think? Should Lytton Plaza be renamed?

YOUR TURN

 Submit letters to the editor of up to 250 words to letters@paweekly.com. 
Include your name, address and daytime phone number so we can reach you. 
We reserve the right to edit contributions for length, objectionable content, libel 
and factual errors known to us. Anonymous letters will generally not be ac-
cepted.
 You can also participate in our popular interactive online forum, Town 
Square, at our community website at www.PaloAltoOnline.com. Read 
blogs, discuss issues, ask questions or express opinions with you neighbors any 
time, day or night.
 Submitting a letter to the editor or guest opinion constitutes a granting of per-
mission to the Palo Alto Weekly and Embarcadero Publishing Co. to also publish 
it online, including in our online archives and as a post on Town Square.

For more information contact Editor Jay Thorwaldson or Online Editor Tyler 

Hanley at editor@paweekly.com or 650-326-8210.

(continued on next page)

(continued on next page)
Page 16



“If Palo Alto were to build a new park, who would you name it after?”  
Asked at the main branch of the Palo Alto Library. Interviews by John Squire. Photographs by Veronica Weber.

Richard Arase
Engineer
Talisman Court, Palo Alto

“Buzz Aldrin. He’s my personal hero. 
We don’t honor our heroes, we honor 
our politicians, and I think that’s really 
sad.”

Lisie Sabbag
Student
Heron Way, Palo Alto

“Christina Regalia. She was our as-
sistant principal at Jordan. She was al-
ways around and a very good assistant 
principal.”

Ralph Cooke
Analyst
Middlefield Road, Palo Alto

“David Packard. He always loved open 
spaces.”

Robert Hall
Operations Engineer
University Avenue, Palo Alto

“Capitan John Lucas Greer. He was a 
captain of one of those sailboats in the 
bay that were abandoned in the gold 
rush. He sailed down San Francisquito 
Creek and married the Spanish woman 
that owned all of Palo Alto.”

Tarne Lamp
Student
El Cajon Way, Palo Alto

“Abraham Lincoln, because he’s on the 
penny.”

by Nancy  
McGaraghan

“T hat’s not 
funny; it’s 
odd.”

So said Lucy, with 
a perfectly straight 
face, when I laughed 
at something she said. 
Lucy is our 2 1/2-year-
old granddaughter. No 
doubt she heard the re-
joinder from someone else. Now she uses it 
whenever she doesn’t understand why others 
are laughing, especially at her. 

Sometimes she says it just to get a rise, which 
it always does. Lucy loves a good laugh.

We had a houseful of grandkids with us for 
the holidays. They kept us laughing. But we all 
know that some of the funny things kids say 
have a surprising ring of clarity. Throughout 
the week, prophets of all stripes offered pre-
dictions and advice for the New Year. Unlike 
those sages who inhabit the hallowed halls of 
power and fame, these kids ran through the 
hallways of our house having fun — and tell-
ing it like it is. Some of their comments were 
as helpful as any I’ve heard in terms of mak-
ing sense of the past decade (or nine-tenths of 
a decade, as some say) and getting a grip on 
life in 2010. 

Here is some of what the kids had to say:
Starting with Lucy, humor has to be at the 

top of the list. For example, how can we not 
say to the Christmas Day underwear wan-
nabe airplane bomber, “That’s not funny; 
it’s odd.” In spite of its seriousness, this stunt 
provoked smirks all around. We know danger 
and botched security when we see it. Laughter 
doesn’t make things right but it helps us deal 

with things that aren’t.
Resolution number one: Funny or odd, a 

good laugh is good medicine.
Next, from 5-year-old Gus: “Don’t take the 

bait.” 
Gus and I were making pies in the kitchen 

when out of the corner of my eye I noticed that 
part of our hedge was being sawed down by 
over-zealous tree trimmers. I flew out the door 
in a panic. And, yes, fuming. Gus came to 
the rescue — the tree trimmers’ and mine — 
saying, “Don’t take the bait, Grandma. Don’t 
take the bait.” Since I had already chomped 
down pretty hard on the bait, all I could do 
was let it go. 

Resolution number two: Don’t take the bait. 
Chill. Give folks a break. Don’t let the naysay-
ers ruin your day. Get some perspective. Just 
ask Gus. Without perspective, we would have 
had burned pies, a much bigger problem in 
his eyes.

Jack, wise and ever practical at age 7, says: 
“Get a job.” 

We had just passed by the building where 
I used to work and I said I missed having a 
9-to-5 job. Post retirement, I seem to work 
more, get less done and get paid too little to 
notice. “Just get a job, Grandma.” Life is sim-

ple when you are 7. But Jack had a point, and 
an especially good one for the start of the New 
Year. Even if I don’t have a job, I can come up 
with a plan for what I need to do this year and 
how I am going to do it.

Everyone needs a plan. Mr. Bernanke, we 
need mortgages and housing prices that people 
can afford. What’s your plan? Ms. Napolitano, 
we need security from crazy people who are 
a threat to our security. Show us what you’ve 
got. Mr. President, we need jobs and health 
care and a free and safe world in which to 
watch our kids and grandkids grow up. Lives 
are on the line. What’s your plan? 

Resolution number three: Get a job or have 
a plan. And do something that matters.

Finally, from Paige, who is 20 months old: 
“More God.” 

Every family needs a spiritual leader and 
Paige might be ours. When we were all gath-
ered at the dinner table, she held out her hands, 
smiled and said, “God.” She wanted to say 
grace before we ate. And after we had all said 
our “thank-you’s” and “God bless you’s,” she 
said, “More God.” So we went around again. 
Religion is barely surviving in our family, but 
this little girl reminded us of the need to be 
grateful — grateful for our connections, for 
belonging, for family and friends, for life it-
self. The Christmas Day bomber and others 
like him should know about this, too.

Resolution number four: More God. More 
simple pleasures. More gratitude. 

That is the shared wisdom of the grandkids 
for the New Year: Have some fun. Chill and 
give folks a break. Have a plan and do things 
that count. And, finally, more God. Our thank-
you’s might be our most solid connection to 
life itself in this sometimes crazy world. 

Thanks for the wisdom, kids, and thanks for 

all the ways you make us laugh. Good job.
Happy Twenty Ten. ■
Nancy McGaraghan is a member of the 

Weekly’s Board of Contributors. She can be 
e-mailed at chezmcg@hotmail.com.

Out of the mouths of kids: collective wisdom for 2010
Board of Contributors

Even if I don’t have a 
job, I can come up with 
a plan for what I need to 
do this year and how I 
am going to do it.

Check out Town Square!
Hundreds of local topics are being discussed by local residents on 

Town Square, a reader forum sponsored by the Weekly on our com-
munity website at www.PaloAltoOnline.com. Post your own comments, 
ask questions, read the Editor’s blog or just stay up on what people are 
talking about around town! 

Streetwise

resident, President Herbert Hoover, signed the 
1931 Davis-Bacon Act. That pen stroke was 
significant in his effort to backfill the econom-
ic ditch we call the “Great Depression.”

We’re back into a similar economic ditch. 
Palo Alto ought not dig it deeper by short-
changing workers and inviting shoddy con-
struction.

Fred Hirsch
Carmel Street

Santa Cruz

youth and families. The grants will be 
announced in April. 

Because the Weekly absorbs overhead 
costs, 100 percent of all donations go 
directly to community programs — with 
matching funds provided by several local 
foundations. There is an online donation 
form on the www.PaloAltoOnline.com 
website. 

Please join us in once again giving 
a needed boost to our local agencies 
and programs benefiting children and 
families. 

Letters
(continued from previous page)

Editorial
(continued from previous page)
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In Palo Alto, criteria for 
renaming landmarks are 
subject to interpretation

name
B art Lytton was a self-proclaimed  

narcissist, a millionaire banker, an  
acknowledged Communist and a 

flamboyant Democratic fundraiser who 
threw parties for John F. Kennedy and Lyn-
don Johnson.

 His real name wasn’t even Lytton. Born 
Bernard Shulman, he took on the name Bart 
Lytton (or “Black Bart” to his adversaries) 
during his time as a young, ambitious writer, 
presumably to imitate a Victorian author. 

Lytton was born in Pennsylvania, worked 
as a writer in New York and rose to promi-
nence as a financier in Las Vegas and Los 
Angeles. But it’s in Palo Alto where his name 
rings the most bells.

At one point, he founded Lytton Savings 

and Loan, a bank that had a branch on Uni-
versity Avenue. In the early 1960s, a few 
years before his financial empire collapsed, 
he built a private plaza at University and Em-
erson Street with the intention of having it 
house his art collection.

Lytton probably would have dissolved into 
historic obscurity over the past half cen-
tury if not for the prominent plaza, which 
changed ownership several times before 
the city bought it in 1975. Lytton Plaza has 
served as Palo Alto’s most prominent hub 
for ideological radicals, peaceful protest-
ers, scruffy skateboarders and small-time 
pot dealers. More people associate the plaza 
with Vietnam War protests, rock music or 
their first joints than with a high-rolling 

banker who, according to Time magazine, 
once said, “The day I turn mellow, I hope 
they melt me.”

That is, until now. In recent weeks, the 
ghost of Bart Lytton has reappeared in City 
Hall during discussions of the newly reno-
vated plaza. City officials and members of 
the downtown community are now leading a 
push to rename Lytton Plaza after the Thoits 
family — prominent property owners, busi-
ness people and civic volunteers who have 
made Palo Alto their home since 1893.

The move has raised the question, though, 
of how the city handles the renaming of its 
landmarks. Throughout Palo Alto, open 
spaces and buildings have received the 
moniker of figures who range from local 

school leaders to nationally respected icons. 
The current renaming policy, initiated in 
December 1983, specifies that the honorees 
should have made substantial contributions 
in any one of three areas: to the protection 
of the city’s natural/cultural resources; to the 
betterment of the specific facility or park; or 
to the advancement of other types of recre-
ational opportunities in Palo Alto.

Those criteria, as the Lytton Plaza debate 
has shown, have numerous interpretations, 
however. And while the process for propos-
ing a name change is also spelled out in the 
city’s policy, even that’s had a history of be-
ing forgotten in the mad rush to rename a 
landmark.

What’s in a

by Gennady Sheyner
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The group Friends of Lytton Plaza, which helped 
fund the plaza’s recent renovation, has made it clear 
that they’re not necessarily friends of Bart Lytton. De-
veloper Chop Keenan, member of the Friends group, 
filed the official application to rename the plaza after 
the Thoitses.

Other business owners and friends of the Thoits fam-
ily have joined the Friends’ renaming movement.

“This is about honoring a Thoits family that has been 
avidly involved in the growth and success of Palo Alto 
for as long as any of us can remember,” said Duncan 
Matteson, a friend and business associate of Warren 
Thoits, a popular lawyer, banker and developer who 
died last October at the age of 87. 

So far, the city has been more than receptive to the 
request from the Friends group. The city’s Parks and 
Recreation Commission expressed tentative support for 
the renaming of the plaza, as has staff from the Com-
munity Services Department and members of the Palo 
Alto Historical Association. The City Council initiated 
the renaming process at its Jan. 11 meeting, though it 
has yet to officially sign off on the new name.

But others argue that the name “Lytton Plaza” is fine 
the way it is. Bart Lytton may not have been a saint, 
critics say, but residents associate his plaza with free 
speech, tolerance and diversity.

Former City Council member Emily Renzel (of Palo 
Alto’s “Emily Renzel Wetlands”) was among those who 
urged the council Monday night not to rename Lytton 
Plaza. Renzel, a longtime environmentalist who vol-
unteered for U.S. Rep. Pete McCloskey back when the 
congressman’s headquarters was near the plaza, said she 
had cared for the plaza for more than a year after it was 
left vacant. The historical significance of Lytton Plaza 
is reason enough to preserve its original name, she told 
the council.

“Lytton Plaza was an important historical location for 
free speech in Palo Alto, and it’s well-known for that,” 
Renzel said. “It seems to me, it should take a pretty 
strong momentum to change the name given the impor-

tant historic events that occurred there.”
Still others said they have no problem with the city 

rechristening Lytton Plaza, but they called for the City 
Council to consider other names. Police critic Aram 
James said the new plaza should be named after an in-
ternationally renowned figure — someone who could 
serve as a role model for the city’s youth.

“We’re an international city and our youth deserve 
to have some role models,” James told the council. “I’d 
really like to see that park renamed for someone like 
Malcolm X or Cesar Chavez.

“That would start to mitigate some of the long his-
tory of racism that the city has unfortunately been too 
well-known for.”

Council watchdog Herb Borock also criticized the 
city’s plan to rename the plaza after the Thoits family — 
on procedural grounds. On Dec. 15, it was Borock who 
prevented the Parks and Recreation Commission from 
prematurely voting on the renaming proposal. The com-
mission was discussing the idea even though the City 
Council had never initiated the renaming process — a 
clear violation of the city’s process for renaming public 
parks. After Borock pointed out the procedural viola-
tion, the commission opted to continue the discussion at 
a later date, after it gets the go-ahead from the council.

Borock also argued Monday that naming the plaza 
after the Thoits family is akin to the city selling the 
plaza’s naming rights to business interests — a process 
that carries with it a different protocol.

“There needs to be compelling reason to make the 
change,” Borock said, citing the policy directive that 
discourages renaming, “and there has been no compel-
ling reason.” 

H istorically, there’s nothing new about rich and 
powerful interests designating the names of local 
streets and landmarks. 

City Historian Steve Staiger noted that for most of 

In a tough 
situation?

Turn to Avenidas for help:

· Information & Assistance
· Family consultations on 
   aging issues
· Support Groups
· Counseling

Visit www.avenidas.org or 
call (650) 289-5433 for 
your appointment today.

Where age is just a number

(continued on page 20)

Nixon Elementary School second-graders, from left, Yotaro Mori, Gisselle Alcaron, Chloe Chang and Daniela 
Perez play in Palo Alto’s King Plaza, outside of City Hall, on Tuesday. 
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www.matchedcaregivers.com

“There‘s no place like home.”
Redwood City - San Mateo - San Jose

Palo Alto’s history, the city had no policies in place for nam-
ing its streets, leaving these decisions to developers. Some 
of the city’s older streets bear the names of classical authors 
with no connection to Palo Alto (including Tennyson, Low-
ell and Coleridge avenues in Old Palo Alto). Other street 
names are even more arbitrary. Kenneth Drive is named 
after a local architect, while Donald Drive is named after a 
developer’s son.

The system became formalized in 1983 when Palo Alto 
adopted new policies for naming public lands and facilities. 
(It was subsequently revised in 2004 and 2008.) Under the 
current rules, residents can suggest new names for parks and 
facilities — names that are then reviewed by appropriate 
local commissions and the City Council. New street names, 
meanwhile, have to be approved by the Planning and Com-
munity Environment Department.

Most of the city’s naming (and renaming) efforts have 
strived to honor Palo Alto residents who made significant 
contributions to the community. Gunn High School, for ex-
ample, is named after Henry M. Gunn, the well-respected 
superintendent of Palo Alto’s school district in the 1950s. 
Greer and Seale parks are both named after the city’s early 
settlers, while the Lucie Stern Community Center bears 

the name of the woman who helped found and support many 
of the city’s most cherished recreational programs.

The Emily Renzel Wetlands and the Enid Pearson Aras-
tradero Preserve are both named after former city leaders 
who have made significant contributions to local parklands 
and conservation. 

Martin Luther King Jr. and Coretta Scott King are notable 
exceptions, though the City Council emphasized their con-
nections to Stanford University (Dr. King’s papers are man-
aged by a Stanford professor) when it changed the name of 
Civic Center Plaza to King Plaza three years ago.

There are other exceptions, including the vague and all-
inclusive “Heritage Park” and the melodious “Castilleja 
School” (named for the Spanish translation of the Indian 
paintbrush plant).

But most local facilities bear the names of notable 
Palo Altans who worked to make Palo Alto better. Next 
month, the City Council is scheduled to continue this tra-
dition by voting on the naming of a small plaza near the 
High Street garage in honor of Anna Zschokke, founder 
of Palo Alto’s school district. Because the plaza currently 
has no name (and thus, unlike Lytton Plaza, isn’t 
being renamed), it has followed a 
different process. 

The City Council wasn’t required to initiate the naming 
process, said Greg Betts, interim director of the Community 
Services Department.

B y the lofty standards of other notable namesakes, Bart 
Lytton is neither very local nor particularly beloved. 
He gave the city a treasured plaza, but he did it in-

advertently and only after Lytton Savings and Loan Bank 
went bust and he had to sell his holdings. Palo Alto only 
acquired the plaza after Lytton sold it to a different bank, 
which then sold it to the city. 

“You look at the names of other parks — they’re all 
named after people who have done something for Palo 

Alto,” Staiger said. “Bart Lytton really didn’t. That’s one of 
the reasons why the Historical Association was prepared to 
support the name change.”

The Thoits family, by contrast, has been rooted in Palo 
Alto since 1893, the year Edward K. Thoits moved to the 
city and opened a shoe store kitty corner from where Lytton 
Plaza currently stands. His sons, Willis and Edward C., later 
took over the store and began investing in commercial real 
estate around town. Edward C. also served on the Palo Alto 
City Council for more than 40 years.

Willis Thoits’ youngest son, Warren, graduated from 
Stanford Law School and co-founded the local firm Thoits, 
Love, Hershberger & McLean. Warren also co-founded the 

Mid-Peninsula Bank and took part in a myriad of local civic 
organizations. He won the city’s Tall Tree Award in 2001.

Several speakers argued at this week’s council meeting 
that the family’s long history of civic accomplishments and 
contributions to local causes should warrant the city’s rec-
ognition. Roger Smith, a member of the Friends of Lytton 
Plaza, disputed claims that the group is trying to “buy” the 
name for a member of the business community. The city 
should rename the plaza after the Thoits family to recognize 
the family’s many contributions to Palo Alto, he said.

“There’s no one, in my opinion, who has done more for 
downtown Palo Alto than the Thoits family,” Smith said. 

Staff Writer Gennady Sheyner can be e-mailed at 
gsheyner@paweekly.com.

Renaming
(continued from page 19)

Opposite page: Henry Pastorelli rides at 
Enid Pearson Arastradero Preserve. 

Inset: Lorenzo Maino and his sister 
Celeste touch the new fountain in Lytton 
Plaza during the plaza’s re-opening 
ceremony Dec. 18, 2009. 

This page: Pedestrians walk by Lytton 
Plaza, at the corner of University 
Avenue and Emerson Street, on Tuesday. 
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Arts & Entertainment
A weekly guide to music, theater, art, movies and more, edited by Rebecca Wallace

by John Squire

S
teve “Spike” Finch of Menlo Park is busy 
when he can be making his Zen Tambour 
drums. 

“I’m selling them as fast as I’m building 
them, but that’s not that fast,” he said on a 

recent afternoon in his kitchen. After display-
ing some of the techniques he uses to create a 
drum, he slid into the kitchen to take his pain 
medication.

“That’s it. I’m done for the day,” he said.
Finch has osteoporosis and three fractured 

vertebrae. He had to leave his job as a heating, 
ventilation and air-conditioning technician in 
2003 because of a fall in which he injured his 
back.

“Previous to my condition, I did a lot of physi-
cal activity. I did rock climbing; I had a physical 
job. For someone like me to sit around and watch 
TV all day, I’d go crazy,” Finch said.

So he turned to art. 
Finch builds drums out of propane tanks. He 

uses only the curved sections at the top and bot-
tom to create his extra-terrestrial-looking drums. 
The notes hit like weighty rain drops, creating 
a constant rhythmic pattering. It sounds nothing 
like the harsh clang of an untouched propane 
tank.

Finch initially practiced stone turning, cre-
ating the types of stone vases his wife loved. 
Though much of his focus is now on his drums, 
stone turning, he said, “is my artistic venture 
by default.”

sound
SERENITY IN

Artist finds peace

in propane tanks

— he turns them

into gentle

Zen Tambour

drums

Veronica W
eber

Steve “Spike” Finch draws outlines on a drum for areas he will cut out to play different notes.
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“I made the transition (to drums) 
by accident. It was actually on Fa-
ther’s Day,” he said. His wife broke 
a handle off of a pot while cooking, 
and she asked him to weld the pot 
back together. 

“I ended up burning a big old hole 
in the thing and got really kind of 
upset about the whole thing. I started 
to throw it around the garage a little 
bit and said, ‘Stupid pans.’”

Through frustration, he came up 
with an idea. He started to think 
about the interesting sounds the 
pan was making as it bounced off 
walls and work benches. He thought 
of Caribbean drums, and after re-
search, came across Dennis Havle-

na, a Michigan musician who builds 
his own instruments.

“His concept was incredible, a 
drum from a propane tank. They just 
looked terrible. I put an artistic spin 
on it,” Finch said. Finch shortened 
the drum, turning it into something 
that looks like a flying saucer. “This 
makes them more manageable. You 
can put them on your lap,” he said.

He added a darkener, patina and 
a gloss, giving the drum the finish 
of a polished skipping-stone. At last 
year’s Palo Alto Festival of the Arts, 
he debuted his new creation.

“It was absolutely an incredible 
experience: the physical quantity of 
people who just came to the booth 

and didn’t even look at my stone 
turning. They were just stuck on 
these drums,” Finch said.

Finch said that his drums attract a 
wider audience than his stone work. 
Generally, he said, older homeown-
ers like his stone pieces as art to fill 
up their houses. The audience for the 
drums ranges from people who hang 
the drums on the wall to musicians 
who need them tuned to specific oc-
taves.

Nick Toone from Worcestershire, 
England, said in an e-mail that he 
found out about the Zen Tambour 
from a steel-drum forum. Toone 
said he “was taken by the way they 

(continued on next page)
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Above: As sparks fly, Steve “Spike” Finch uses a plasma cutter to saw the top off a propane tank, which he’ll 
later turn into a Zem Tambour drum. Below: Finch shows how he takes two propane-tank tops to turn into a 
drum.
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The creator of the 2007 The-
atreWorks hit “Emma” is 
back with a new musical, an-

other tale of romance centered on a 
strong woman. This time he jumps 
the pond from England to New 
England, from Jane Austen’s day 
to 1908.

Paul Gordon wrote the music and 
lyrics for “Daddy Long Legs,” the 
tale of plucky orphan Jerusha Ab-
bott, whose university schooling is 
unexpectedly paid for by an anony-
mous patron. The man, Jervis Pend-
leton, asks only that she write him 
regularly about her progress. As 
time goes on — and Jerusha grows 
up — Jervis becomes increasingly 
charmed by her letters.

The 1912 Jean Webster novel cen-
tered on Jerusha. However, the mu-
sical, which opens at TheatreWorks 
next week, also includes Jervis as a 
full character.

“My first take was going to be 
a one-woman musical ... a one-act 
with songs and letters,” Gordon 
said. “I still think that would be 
a very interesting version of the 
piece.”

Then John Caird, who wrote the 
musical’s book and is directing the 
TheatreWorks production, wanted 
the character of Jervis to be cre-
ated. With two people on stage, a 

new world of harmonic possibilities 
opens up.

“That’s really where the magic 
started to happen, this transition 
from a one-woman show to a two-
hander love story,” Gordon said. 
“Musically it opened up a lot of 
very nice avenues.”

The resulting show is a 23-song 
pop musical that Variety magazine 
called “wholesome,” with “win-
some melodies.” One theme is that 
while Jerusha (Megan McGinnis) is 
continually discovering something 
new, so Jervis (Robert Adelman 
Hancock) is opening up through her 
enthusiasm.

In the song “Things I Didn’t 
Know,” Jerusha begins by admit-
ting that she had no idea Henry VIII 
was married more than once, or that 
“people came from monkeys.” Later 
in the song, her voice blends with 
Jervis’ as they both sing: “I always 
feel like I’m Alice in Wonderland, 
stranded in Vanity Fair / Once upon 
a time, oh captain, my captain, I’m 
so many years behind.”

The band consists of piano, bass, 
drums, violin, cello and guitar — 
both acoustic and electric. Electric 
guitar might seem surprising for a 
story in the early 1900s, but Gordon 
says it blends right in.

“I’m trying to create a sound 

that’s a little more contemporary but 
still within the confines of musical 
theater,” he said. “I was a little con-
cerned about the time period. But I 
don’t really write in time periods.”

The project began when Caird and 
Gordon became taken with the Jean 
Webster novel. It was definitely not, 
Gordon said, because of the 1955 
Fred Astaire movie of “Daddy Long 
Legs,” in which Astaire is consider-
ably (some say creepily) older than 
his Jerusha, Leslie Caron.

Gordon said the pair enjoyed 
Webster’s “simple, sweet children’s 
story” and the kind humor of her 
prose, a nice change after the heavy 
“Jane Eyre” musical they wrote to-
gether. That show was performed in 
TheatreWorks in 2002 and went on 
to Broadway.

In “Daddy Long Legs,” the char-
acter of Jerusha also proved irresist-
ible. Spiritual and spirited, she’s a 
young woman driven by ahead-of-
her-time social ideas. At one point 
she observes, “Wouldn’t I make 
an admirable voter if women had 
rights?” “She’s also very strong 
and independent. Even though she’s 
receiving money from this strange 
benefactor, she’s very diligent about 
paying him back and realizing that 
he doesn’t own her because of it,” 
Gordon said.

Jerusha is a role filled with act-
ing and vocal opportunities. When 
the production team held auditions 
last March, McGinnis said she told 
her agent, “Please, please, please get 
me in.”

McGinnis knew both Caird and 
Gordon; Caird had directed her 
as Eponine in a Broadway revival 
of “Les Misérables,” and McGin-
nis had also auditioned for “Jane 
Eyre.” While she didn’t get the part, 
Gordon remembered her, and they 
became friends. He later gave her a 
CD of “Daddy Long Legs” songs, to 
see what she thought.

“Everything about Jerusha speaks 
to me because she’s so human. She’s 
full of flaws like everybody, and the 
whole story’s about her learning,” 
McGinnis said. 

This time, when McGinnis au-
ditioned for Gordon, she got the 
part. It’s a good lesson for actors, 
she said. “You never know — who 
you’ll meet, who will see you. It al-
ways comes back around.”

McGinnis, who grew up in South-
ern California and now lives in New 
York, has been doing theater since 
she was a child. She originated the 
role of Beth in the 2005 Broadway 
production of “Little Women”; oth-

er Broadway shows have included 
“Beauty and the Beast” and “Thor-
oughly Modern Millie.” She’s still 
best friends with Sutton Foster, who 
played Millie.

Robert Adelman Hancock’s past 
shows include the national tour of 
“Mamma Mia!” and regional pro-
ductions of “Fiddler on the Roof” 
and “The Fantasticks.”

As for “Daddy Long Legs,” it 
first played recently at the Rubicon 
Theatre Company in Ventura. That 
was a co-world premiere with the 
TheatreWorks production and with 
the production that will open in 
March at Cincinnati Playhouse in 
the Park.

Much of the critical praise for 
the Rubicon performances went to 
McGinnis; Variety called her “mag-
ical,” while a Los Angeles Times re-
view stated that she “could no doubt 
have handled this as a one-woman 
show.” The Times review, though, 
said that the musical needed to bet-
ter explain Jervis’ motivation for 
quietly helping the young orphan.

The show’s creators were listen-
ing. While Gordon says the chang-
es made since the Ventura show 
weren’t major, TheatreWorks audi-
ences will see a more fleshed-out 
Jervis.

“Since he was created from 
scratch, that was the more challeng-
ing characterization,” Gordon said. 
“We wrote a new song for the end 
of Act One that we think will bet-
ter help the audience understand his 
motivation.

“We did some minor tweaks 
all through the show, trying to 
strengthen him. We changed a few 
other musical moments and tried to 
make things clearer. ... It’s sort of 
nuances, as opposed to ‘Act Two 
doesn’t work.’”

Critical and audience feedback 
were the main reasons why Gordon 
and Caird made these changes. They 
also listened to their cast. “The per-
son who knows the character the 
best is always the actor playing the 
character,” Gordon said.

For Gordon, a show is an ever-
changing being. He kept making 
changes to “Emma” after it left The-
atreWorks for Cincinnati Playhouse 
in the Park, and then when it went to 
the Repertory Theatre of St. Louis. 
There are several possibilities for its 
future, which no doubt will include 
revisions of some sort.

A show, Gordon says, is “like 
a piece of clay that you can keep 
sculpting.” When is it finished? “I 
don’t think it’s ever done as long as 
I’m still on the planet.” 

To watch a Weekly video show-
ing Steve “Spike” Finch making 
and playing his Zen Tambour 
drums, go to www.PaloAltoOn-
line.com.

looked as well as the way they 
sounded.”

“The guy obviously cares as much 
about the visual presentation as the 
audible end result. He’s a true artist,” 
Toone said.

Karen Aguila of San Jose recalled 
seeing the drum at the Palo Alto fes-
tival. She doesn’t claim to have any 
musical talent, yet said she bought 
the instrument primarily for the re-
laxing sound. She displays her drum 
on her bedroom wall and is buying 
another for her living room.

A few fans have even uploaded 
YouTube videos of themselves play-
ing the drums.

Finch starts with new propane 
tanks and cuts off the base and 
handle with a plasma saw. He then 
takes out the center cylinder and 
welds the two ends together. He 
uses a layout to mark where to cut 
out different-sized tongue-shaped 
areas to play various notes. The size 
of the “tongue” and the width of the 
cut determine the note each tongue 
will play when struck.

Finch uses a patina, stencils and 
a gloss finish for an aesthetic boost. 
Overall, the creation process takes 
about eight hours, but due to his 
back problems, Finch works on and 
off with the drums.

The drums play a pentatonic scale, 
with five pitches per octave. Western 
music is almost all in the seven-pitch 
heptatonic scale, with the notes “A” 
to “G.”

“It’s kind of a magic scale,” Finch 
said of the pentatonic scale. “You 
take any five notes and put those to-
gether, they all sound good together. 
... I’m not sure of the music theory 
behind that. I just know it’s an in-
credible sound.”

He always had an interest in music, 
but never had any formal training. “I 
just loved the concept and I wanted 
to add my own artistic touch.”

Despite his claims to the contrary, 
Finch clearly has a knack for playing 
the drums. He plays in the evening 
to relax and help him visualize his 
next project.

“Forget TV: I just play my drums,” 
he said. “Whether it be actually 
building them or just thinking about 
the idea, it just occupies my mind. It 
takes me away from my back pain 
and lets me take up the day with 
other things.”

Finch is already selling his drums 
widely on eBay, and plans to expand. 
“I’m still young at it, so I don’t know 
where it’s going to go. My goal is to 
keep them going if I can.” 

Info: Zen Tambour drums cost 
$300. For more on Finch’s art-
work, go to his website, exoticves-
sels.com. His work is available at 
myworld.ebay.com/exoticvessels/.
To read a Dec. 16, 2005, Weekly 
home and real estate story on 
Finch’s work in stone, go to www.
PaloAltoOnline.com, click on “Palo 
Alto Weekly” and click “previous 
year” until you get to 2005.

Sound
(continued from previous page)

Love letters
Creator of the musical ‘Emma’ returns to TheatreWorks 

with an epistolary romance
by Rebecca Wallace

What: “Daddy Long Legs,” a 
new musical with book by John 
Caird and music and lyrics by 
Paul Gordon, opening at The-
atreWorks
Where: Mountain View Center 
for the Performing Arts, 500 
Castro St.
When: The show previews at 
8 p.m. Jan. 20-22 and then 
opens Jan. 23, running Tues-
day through Sunday through 
Feb. 14.
Cost: Tickets are $29-$44 for 
previews and $34-$67 for regu-
lar performances.
Info: Go to theatreworks.org or 
call 650-463-1960. 

Orphan Jerusha Abbott (played by Megan McGinnis, left) pens a letter 
to her anonymous benefactor (Robert Adelman Hancock) in the new mu-
sical “Daddy Long Legs.”

Composer Paul Gordon
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Arts & Entertainment

Music
‘A Chinese Home’

Around the turn of the millennium, Yin 
Yu Tang, a 300-year-old house in a Chinese 
village, was taken apart piece by piece and 
then rebuilt at the Peabody Essex Museum in 
Massachusetts. Now the house’s story — with 
all its themes of migration and rebirth — has 
inspired various composers to craft a musical 
and dramatic work, “A Chinese Home.”

The Kronos Quartet and Chinese pipa 
player Wu Man will perform the work, which 
mixes Shanghai jazz with traditional songs, 
at 8 p.m. this Saturday, Jan. 16, at Stanford 
University’s Memorial Auditorium. Stage and 
film director Chen Shi-Zheng also contributes 
video and live staging elements.

Co-commissioned by Stanford Lively Arts, 
the piece premiered last fall at Carnegie Hall. 
Saturday’s program also includes the 1994 
piece “Ghost Opera” by Tan Dun, the com-
poser of the film score for “Crouching Tiger, 
Hidden Dragon.”

Tickets are $34/$40 general admission, 
with premium seats priced at $60. Stanford 
students pay $10. Other discounts are avail-
able for groups, other students, and those ages 

18 and under. Go to livelyarts.stanford.edu or 
call 650-725-ARTS.

Joan Baez

This Sunday in Palo Alto, famed folk singer 
Joan Baez lends her voice to a free local cel-
ebration for Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.

At the event, titled “Reflecting on the 
Dream,” keynote speaker Baez will share 
reflections of her work with King, and per-
haps a few songs. She’s sure to have plenty of 
memories to share — the longtime human-
rights and civil-rights activist marched with 
King in the ‘60s.

The event is planned from 3 to 4:30 p.m. at 
First United Methodist Church at 625 Ham-
ilton Ave. The volunteer Community Inter-
faith Choir will also perform, along with the 
school choir from Eastside College Prepara-
tory in East Palo Alto. Alex Freeman, a youth 
speaker from Palo Alto High School, will give 
an address.

LaDoris Cordell, a former judge and Palo 
Alto City Council member, will serve as 
master of ceremonies. Refreshments will be 
served after the program.

For more information, go to www.first 
paloalto.com or call 650-688-0850.

Art
Pancho Jimenez

Can a face be expressive if it isn’t really a 
face? Ceramic sculptor Francisco “Pancho” 
Jimenez creates gleaming, smooth-visaged 
busts that have no nose or mouth, no eyes or 
ears. Instead, their feature-less faces explore 
the notion of collective identity.

The busts often take their inspiration from 
pre-Columbian Olmec heads. Jimenez says in 
an artist’s statement: “I attempt to capture that  
mystery, that ‘eternal presence’ of ancient art 
forms, which elicit particular emotions in me 
that may be universal and timeless. My inten-
tion is to create art forms that bring the eternal 
presence of the past to the present, to inspire 
reflection on contemporary time and place.”

Viewers can embark on some reflection of 
their own in the Mohr Gallery at the Commu-
nity School of Music and Arts, where Jimenez 
is exhibiting sculptures through Jan. 24. Some 
pieces are busts, while others are more ab-
stract, ripe with lush color.

Jimenez is a lecturer in the Art and Art 
History Department at Santa Clara Univer-
sity, and also teaches ceramics at West Valley 
College in Saratoga. Mohr Gallery is at 230 
San Antonio Circle in Mountain View, open 
weekdays from 9 a.m. to 7 p.m. and Saturdays 
from 9 to 3. Go to www.arts4all.org or call 
650-917-6800, extension 306.

Theater
‘An Adult Evening of Shel Silver-
stein’

Apparently, there was something interesting 
going on after the sidewalk ended.

When, as a youngster, you read Shel Silver-
stein’s classic kids’ poetry and books, such 
as “The Giving Tree,” you probably had no 
idea he wrote things for big people, too. Oh, 
he wrote the music and lyrics for the song “A 
Boy Named Sue,” among many other com-
positions, but there’s also “An Adult Evening 
of Shel Silverstein,” a theatrical collection of 
his short on-stage sketches. Absolutely not for 
kids.

Sometimes raunchy, sometimes ghoulish, 
the sketches delve into human relationships, 
laundry, prostitution and other topics. They’re 
on stage locally at the Dragon Theatre from 
Jan. 22 through Feb. 14, presented by Dragon 
Productions.

The theater is at 535 Alma St. in downtown 

Palo Alto; shows are Thursday through Sat-
urday at 8 p.m. and Sundays at 2. Tickets are 
$20 general admission and $16 for seniors and 
students (the opening-night gala is $25/$20). 
Go to www.dragonproductions.net or call 
650-493-2006.

Worth a Look

Caitlin Dissinger and Norman Luce in Shel 
Silverstein’s short sketch “The Life Boat is 
Sinking” at Dragon Productions.

Chinese pipa player Wu Man performs at Stanford University this Saturday, together with 
the Kronos Quartet.

Ceramic sculptures titled “Bottle Necks” are among the works by Francisco “Pancho” 
Jimenez now on display at the Community School of Music and Arts.

C
ourtesy of S

tanford Lively Arts

PUBLIC ART IN LOS ALTOS HILLS... 
A starry night and the Stars and 
Stripes are among the patterns paint-
ed on tiles in the new serpentine wall 
at Los Altos Hills Town Hall. Starting 
in 2004, local students and other resi-
dents hand-painted the tiles to cre-
ate the wall, which Los Altos Hills art 
curator Karen Druker says is the first 
public-art project in town. Town Hall 
is at 26379 Fremont Road; the town’s 
website is at losaltoshills.ca.gov.
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T his is truly a gift that keeps on giving to our community. Every year 
funds are distributed to local non-profit organizations whose mission 
is to help families and children. We are proud of the fund’s history 

and look forward to distributing much-needed money to local organizations 
this year. Even though this space will be returned to local news rather than 
printing the names of donors, we still welcome your tax deductible 
donations, either online or by mail.

CLICK 
AND 
GIVE

Thank you for your
generous support
of the Holiday Fund.      

Last Year’s 
Grant Recipients

Adolescent Counseling Services .... $10,000

Art in Action .......................................... $5,000

Baby Basics of the Peninsula, Inc. ... $1,200

Bread of Life.......................................... $5,000

Breast Cancer Connections ............... $5,000

California Family Foundation .............. $2,500

Cleo Eulau Center................................. $5,000

Collective Roots.................................. $10,000

Community Legal Services in EPA .... $7,500

Community Working Group, Inc. ........ $7,500

Downtown Streets, Inc. .................... $10,000

East Palo Alto Children’s  
Day Committee ..................................... $5,000

East Palo Alto Kids Foundation ........ $10,000

East Palo Alto Youth Court .................. $7,500

Environmental Volunteers .................. $3,000

EPA.net................................................... $5,000

Foothill-De Anza Foundation .............. $7,500

Foundation for a College Education .. $5,000

Hidden Villa ........................................... $5,000

InnVision .............................................. $10,000

Jordan Middle School PTA ................. $5,000

Kara ...................................................... $10,000

Midpeninsula Community 
Media Center ........................................ $5,000

Music in the Schools Foundation ...... $5,000

New Creation Home Ministries ......... $7,500

Nuestra Casa ...................................... $10,000

Opportunity Health Center ................ $10,000

Palo Alto Art Center Foundation ........ $5,000

Palo Alto Drug and Alcohol Community 
Collaborative (PADACC) .................... $10,000

Palo Alto YMCA .................................. $10,000

Reading Partners ............................... $25,000

St. Elizabeth Seton School.................. $7,500

St. Vincent de Paul Society ................ $6,000

TheatreWorks ....................................... $5,000

Youth Community Service ................... $7,500

CHILD CARE CAPITAL GRANTS
Children’s Center .................................. $5,000

Family Service Agency........................ $5,000

The Children’s Pre-School Center ..... $5,000

34 Anonymous 16,685
Marian  Adams 100
Holly  Alexander 300
Colleen  Anderson 250
Ed & Margaret  Arnold **
Tom & Annette  Ashton 200
Bob & Corrine  Aulgur **
Greg & Anne  Avis 250
David & Karen  Backer 100
Larry Baer & Stephanie Klein **
Jim & Nancy  Baer **
Bob Barrett & Linda Atkinson **
Brigid  Barton 200
Richard Baumgartner 
& Elizabeth Salzer 300
Lovinda  Beal **
Vic  Befera 100
Bell Family 100
Mary   Beltrami 100
Kenneth Bencala 
& Sally O’Neal 100
Tatyana  Berezin 100
Bonnie  Berg **
Sherie L. Berger 200
Lucy  Berman 1000
Al & Liz  Bernal **
Gerry & Harriet  Berner **
Bill & Barbara  Binder **
Roy & Carol  Blitzer **
Steve & Linda  Boxer **
Braff Family 250
Richard & Carolyn  Brennan **
Eileen  Brennan 250
Mae  Briskin **
Rick & Eileen  Brooks **
Allan & Marilyn  Brown 500
Sallie I. Brown **
Gloria  Brown 200
Chet & Marcie  Brown **
Richard  Cabrera **
Carolyn  Caddes **
Bruce  Campbell **
Leon & Abby  Campbell **
Bob & Micki  Cardelli **
Barbara   Carlisle **

George  Cator **
Earl & Ellie  Caustin **
Daniel  Chapiro 200
George & Ruth  Chippendale **
Gavin   Christensen **
David Labaree 
& Diane Churchill 300
Laura  Cline **
Andy & Elizabeth  Coe 100
Marc & Margaret  Cohen 100
Richard Mazze & Sheila Cohen 100
Jean  Colby **
Reed & Judith  Content 150
Mike & Jean  Couch 150
Constance  Crawford 300
Frank & Donna  Crossman **
Robyn H. Crumly **
John & Pat  Davis **
Bob & Anne  De Busk 100
Guy & Janet  Di Julio **
Paul  Diamond 250
M.  Dieckmann 200
Jean  Doble **
Dierdre C. Dolan 500
Ted & Cathy  Dolton **
Attorney Susan Dondershine 200
Eugene & Mabel  Dong 200
Jocelyn  Dong **
Joe & Lynn  Drake **
Sally  Dudley 100
Tom & Ellen  Ehrlich **
Joseph & Meri  Ehrlich 250
Steve Eglash & Susan Elgee **
Jerry & Linda  Elkind **
Hoda  Epstein **
Leif & Sharon   Erickson 250
Stanley & Betty  Evans **
Russ & Alice  Evarts 300
Steven  & Helen  Feinberg 1000
David & Diane  Feldman 300
Solon  Finkelstein 250
Dave Fischer & Sue Bartalo 250
Gerry & Ruth  Fisher **
Debbie  Ford-Scriba 50
Mike & Cathie  Foster 500

Chet & Pat  Frankenfi eld **
David & Betsy  Fryberger 100
John & Florine  Galen **
Gregory & Penny  Gallo 500
Robert & Betsy  Gamburd **
David & Carol  Gilbert 100
Matt Glickman & Susie Hwang 200
Dean  Goldberg 100
Paul Goldstein & Dena Mossar 50
Margot  Goodman **
Wick & Mary  Goodspeed **
Werner  Graf 800
Diane  Greenberg 500
Richard & Lynda  Greene 250
Anne   Gregor 125
Florence  Haas **
Hahn Family **
Michael & Nancy  Hall 1000
Jack & Myllicent  Hamilton **
Ben & Ruth  Hammett **
Phil Hanawalt 
& Graciela Spivak **
Havern Family 2500

Walt & Kay  Hays **
Alan  Henderson 100
Bob & Jan  Hermsen **
Vic & Norma  Hesterman **
Richard & Imogene  Hilbers 225
Patricia  Hoehl 100
Roland Hsu & Julia Noblitt **
Mahlon & Carol  Hubenthal **
John R. & Marie Oh  Huber **
Sam & Leslie  Huey 100
Kingsley  Jack 100
Bob & Joan  Jack 250
Rajiv & Sandy  Jain 100
Donna  James 1000
Fernanda  Januario 25
Jon & Julie  Jerome **
Bill Johnson & Terri Lobdell **
Richard Johnsson 
& Nancy Teater 400
Zelda  Jury 100
Edward  Kanazawa **

Enclosed is a donation of $_______________

Name __________________________________________________

Business Name __________________________________________

Address ________________________________________________

City/State/Zip ___________________________________________

E-Mail __________________________________________________   Phone ______________________

 Credit Card (MC or VISA)  _______________________________________  Expires ______________

Signature _______________________________________________________

I wish to designate my contribution as follows:     In my name as shown above   

– OR –     In name of business above      In honor of:      In memory of:      As a gift for: 

_____________________________ (Name of person)

 I wish to contribute anonymously.     Please withhold the amount of my contribution.

The Palo Alto Weekly Holiday Fund is a fund of Silicon Valley Community Foundation. All donations will be 
acknowledged by mail and are tax deductible as permitted by law. All donors will be published in the Palo Alto 
Weekly unless the coupon is marked “Anonymous.” For information on making contributions of appreciated stock, 
contact Amy Renalds at (650) 326-8210.

Make checks payable to 
Palo Alto Weekly Holiday Fund 
and send to:
 PAW Holiday Fund
 450 Cambridge Ave.
 Palo Alto, CA 94306

Donate online at PaloAltoOnline.com

418 donors through 1/14/10 totalling $118,201 with match $210,201 has been raised 
for the Palo Alto Weekly Holiday Fund

(continued on next page)
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Movies
The Book of Eli

(Century 20, Century 20) Bleak, post-apocalyptic landscapes con-
tinue to crop up on screen. With a lone wanderer in tattered rags and 
ill-fitting boots, scavenging for goods and precious resources among 
cutthroat marauders, the first feature from Albert and Allen Hughes 
(“From Hell”) in nine years looks like a knockoff of “Mad Max” or 
“The Road.” But this hell-on-earth movie stars Denzel Washington as 
a man with a mission beyond mere survival. His sense of purpose gives 
the film gravitas and a unique twist.

Gary Whitta’s first screenplay unfolds like a parable. The uncom-
plicated plot — verging on threadbare — sustains interest by virtue of 
Washington’s performance and a crumb-trail of details. Thirty winters 
have passed since the flash, a vaguely described cataclysmic event of 
global proportion. Either the sun or the war blinded many survivors. 
Considered an old man and one of the few who remembers the world 
as we know it, Eli (Washington) says that people had more than they 
needed and no idea of what was precious. They would discard items 
that survivors would kill for now. He’s heading west with precious 
cargo: a leather-bound tome, coveted by a power-hungry book lover 
(Gary Oldman). The simple narrative expresses a spiritual concept that 
will speak specifically to Christian audiences. 

To borrow from the 23rd Psalm, as Eli walks and walks and walks 
through the valley of the shadow of death, he fears no evil. His ar-
rows fly straight. His bullets always hit the target. His blade work 
could put samurai warriors and superheroes to shame. If Washington 
or the filmmakers had hit a single false note, the action scenes might 
have been laughable. Instead they offer riveting reprieves from Eli’s 
achingly slow road trip, turned up a notch when joined by a runaway 
(Mila Kunis).

Scant attempts at humor do little to lighten the unremittingly somber 
tone. The blighted, big-sky terrain captured by cinematographer Don 
Burgess visually reinforces the doomsday scenario, although shots of 
the cloud-strewn heavens suggest glimmers of hope.

Ultimately, “The Book of Eli” is a one-note film. The theme and 
dramatic conflict — with the kind of surprise ending that gives the 
original versions of “Planet of the Apes” and “Soylent Green” their 
final punch — could play out in half the running time. But Washing-
ton’s ability to play his cryptic character as both reflective and active, 
weary yet committed to his calling, sustains the movie.

Many viewers will embrace the straightforward tale as an affirma-
tion of their religious beliefs, whereas many others will have to seek 
elsewhere. One of the most interesting things about this film is that you 
can’t dispute the content as given. Within the world of the movie, “The 
Book of Eli” is a closed book — and an unusual one for mainstream 
cinema.            

   
Rated: R for some brutal violence and language. 1 hours. 58 min-

utes.  

 — Susan Tavernetti

The Lovely Bones 1/2
(Century 16, Century 20) Hobbits and wizards and orcs, no problem. 

But when Oscar-winning “The Lord of the Rings” director Peter Jack-
son turned his attention to the story of a 14-year-old girl, he lost his 
way. Alice Sebold’s bestseller “The Lovely Bones” held good potential 
for a screen treatment, but Jackson squanders it on a schizoid film that 
largely misses the point of the novel.

To be fair, it seemed like a good idea at the time. Jackson first earned 
respect with 1994’s “Heavenly Creatures,” a true-crime story about 
teen girls that incorporated fantasy elements, brought to life with taste-
ful special effects. Jackson clearly intended for lightning to strike twice 
with “The Lovely Bones,” which takes place partly in the afterlife of 

OPENINGSHerant & Stina  Katchadourian 200
Michael & Marcia  Katz 100
Charles  Katz 600
Ron & Tobye  Kaye **
Eric Keller & Janice Bohman  250
Sue  Kemp 250
Donald & Robin  Kennedy 100
Carol  Kersten 150
Kieschnick Family 1000
Richard  Kilner **
Carl  King 100
Bob & Edie  Kirkwood 1000
Sue  Klapholz 1000
Larry  Klein 500
Tony & Sheryl  Klein **
Rick & Liz  Kniss 150
Hal & Iris  Korol **
Art   Kraemer 50
Tony & Judy  Kramer **
Mark  Kreutzer 75
Karen  Krogh **
Donald & Adele  Langendorf 200
Elgin  Lee **
Patricia  Levin 100
Roy Levin & Jan Thomson **
Susan  Levy 500
Stephen & Nancy  Levy **
Harry & Marion  Lewenstein 500
Bjorn & Michele  Liencres 1000
Robert & Constance  Loarie **
Nancy  Lobdell 250
Mandy  Lowell **
Gwen Luce & Family **
Hal & Lori  Luft 100
Jonathon MacQuitty 
& Laurie Hunter 1000
John & Claude  Madden **
Dick & Ellie   Mansfi eld **
Mimi  Marden **
Chris & Beth  Martin **
Dick & Julie  Maser 103
Jody  Maxmin **
Pam  Mayerfeld 100
Ellen   Mc Ginty King **
Drew McCalley 
& Marilyn Green  100
Hugh O. McDevitt 250
Patrick & Nancy  McGaraghan 250
Meier-Phelps Family 500
Joe & Lynnie  Melena 50
John & Eve  Melton 500
Robert Dees & Anna Messner **
Elizabeth L. Miller **
Don & Bonnie  Miller **
Mona R. Miller 100
David & Lynn  Mitchell **
Stephen Monismith 
& Lani Freeman 50
Diane  Moore 300
Morgan Familiy Fund 1000
Les  Morris 200
Douglas & Leslie  
Murphy-Chutorian **
Lorene  Nelson 50
Frederic & Kristin  Nichols **
Craig & Sally  Nordlund 500
Joan  Norton **
Boyce& Peggy  Nute **
Richard & Karen  Olson 200
Kim  Orumchian 250
Mary  Page 100
Scott & Sandra  Pearson 500
Enid  Pearson **
2200-2300 block Webster St. 
Neighbors 125
Conney  Pfeiffer **
Jim & Alma  Phillips 250
Helene  Pier **
Jeremy Platt & Sondra Murphy **
Deborah  Plumley **
David & Virginia  Pollard 150
Joe & Marlene  Prendergast 200
Don & Dee  Price **
Nan  Prince 100
Milk Pail customers 902
Bill & Carolyn  Reller **
Amy  Renalds **
Jerry H. Rice 100
Susie  Richardson **
Allean  Richter 100
Thomas  Rindfl eisch 250
Teresa L. Roberts 250
Mitchell & Sandra  Rosen 50

Dick & Ruth  Rosenbaum **
Peter & Beth  Rosenthal 300
Paul & Maureen  Roskoph 100
Steve & Karen  Ross **
Norman & Nancy  Rossen **
Don & Ann  Rothblatt **
Al & JoAnne  Russell 200
Ferrell & Page  Sanders 100
Tom & Pat  Sanders **
Darrell Duffi e & Denise Savoie **
John  & Mary  Schaefer 100
John & Kathleen  Schniedwind 200
Stan Schrier & Barbara Klein **
Ken Schroeder 
& Fran Codispoti 250
Jeanette  Schroyer **
A.Carlisle  Scott **
Ed & Linda  Selden 125
Mark & Nancy  Shepherd **
M.Rosalie  Shepherd 100
Martha  Shirk 500
Richard & Bonnie  Sibley **
Bob & Diane  Simoni 200
Alice  Smith 100
Andrea  Smith 100
H. & H.  Smith 100
Roger  Smith 100
Charles A. Smith 
& Ann D. Burrell **
Charles E. Smith 250
Sylvia J. Smitham 50
Lane  Spencer 200
Bob & Becky  Spitzer 150
Art & Peggy  Stauffer 500
Shannon  Steckel 10
Peter S. Stern **
Charles & Barbara  Stevens **
Shirley F. Stewart **
John Tang & Jean Hsia 100
Craig & Susie  Thom 100
John & Susan  Thomas **
Carl & Susan  Thomsen 500
Robert & Susan  Tilling **
David & Nehama Treves 200
Tony & Carolyn  Tucher **
Mike & Ellen  Turbow 100
Marian  Urman 300
Kellie & Dana  Voll **
Alan & Cathy  Wachtel **
Jerry & Bobbie  Wagger **
Leonard & Jeanne  Ware **
Roger & Joan  Warnke **
Ted & Jane  Wassam 250
Anna Wu  Weakland 100
David R. Wells 50
Ralph & Jackie  Wheeler 350
Van S. Whitis & Laurie Miller 200
John & Lynn  Wiese 100
Wildfl ower Fund **
Mark   Wilkens **
John  Wilkes 200
Charles  Williams 50
Bryan  Wilson 100
Ron  Wolf 50
Doug & Susan  Woodman 250
John E. Woodside **
Lawrence Yang 
& Jennifer Kuan 1000
Mark Krasnow 
& Patti Yanklowitz **
Yasek Designs 100
George & Betsy  Young **
Steven  Zamek 100
Barbara  Zimmer 221

As A Gift For
Frank & Terry Brennan 250
Ro & Jim Dinkey 50
Penelope Susan K. **
The Lund Family 100

In Honor Of
Ray & Carol Bacchetti 150
Nicole Barnhart **
John & Nancy Cassidy **
Warren Cook Family **
Dana, Ian, Max, Kristen & Harry 300
Talented tutor Peter Hughes **
Godson Charlie Hughes **
Ruth Johnson **
King/Brinkman Family **
Longstreth Family **
Laura Martinez **

Elizabeth Mc Croskey **
Mr. Dave Miller **
Mathematician Maureen Missett **
Nixon School 200
Paul Resnick & Joan Karlin 100
Mr. Lew Silvers **
Superintendent Skelly **
Joy Sleizer **
Sandy Sloan 100
Marjorie Smith 50
Super Second Graders in Rooms 
6, 8 & 10 @ Briones School **
Marilyn Sutorius 100
Sallie Tasto 100
Darla Tupper **
 100
In Memory Of
Josephine Abel **
Carl W. Anderson **
Carol Berkowitz **
John D. Black 400
Max & Anna Blanker 150
Leo Breidenbach **
Carson’s Grandmother **
Burt L. Davis M.D. **
Patty Demetrios 1500
Stan Dixon 150
Bob Dolan 1000
Bob Donald 50
Arlee R. Ellis **
Fred Eyerly **
Steve Fasani **
Steve Fasani **
Mary Floyd **
Pam Grady 200
Maria Harden 50
Sally Hassett **
Bob Henshel **
Alan Herrick **
Lynne Igler **
Al Jacobs 100
Chet Johnson **
Bertha Kalson **
Florence Kan Ho **
Mae & Al Kenrick 1000
August King **
Sheila Kingston **
Nancy S. Kirk **
Helene F. Klein **
Bill Land **
Bernard G. Leonard **
Carolyn Long 800
Emmett Lorey **
Jim & Rosemary MacKenzie **
Bob Markevitch **
Theresa McCarthy **
Betty Meltzer **
Peter Milward **
Ernest J. Moore 200
Kathleen Morris 2500
Bessie Moskowitz 50
Fumi Murai **
Jacques Naar & Wanda Root 100
Al & Kay Nelson **
Gary Nolberg 100
Aaron O’Neill **
Our son Nick 500
Paul Arthur Pearson **
Al Pellizzari, our Dad **
Thomas W. & Louise L. Phinney **
Florence Radzilowski **
Nancy Ritchey **
Irving & Ivy Ruben 150
Helen Rubin 150
Pomona Sawyer 250
Eloise B. Smith 30
Robert Spinrad **
Jack Sutorius 100
Ray & Edith Tinney 250
Richard C. Van Dusen 
& Kaye H. Kelley 250
Yen-Chen Yen 250
Dr. David Zlotnick 200
Irma Zuanich 100

Business & Organizations
Harrell Remodeling **
No Limit Drag Racing Team 25
The Palo Alto Business Park **

Holiday Fund
(continued from previous page)

Denzel Washington in “The Book of Eli.”

(continued on next page)
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Movies

A Single Man Aquarius: 4:30, 7 & 9:30 p.m. Fri.-Mon. also at 2 p.m.   
(R)  

Alvin and the Century 16: 11:25 a.m.; 1:40, 4, 7:10 & 9:25 p.m. Century 20: 
Chipmunks: The  11:05 a.m.; 12:20, 1:25, 2:45, 3:45, 5, 6, 8:20 & 10:40 p.m. Sat. 
Squeakquel (G)  also at 10:05 a.m.    
(Not Reviewed)

An Education Aquarius: 7:30 p.m. Fri.-Mon. also at 2:30 p.m.   
(PG-13)  

Avatar Century 16: 2:30 & 9 p.m.; In 3D at 11:30 a.m.; 1:15, 3:30, 4:45, 
(PG-13) 7, 8:15 & 10:30 p.m. Century 20: 2:30 & 8:40 p.m.; In 3D at   
  11:20 a.m.; 12:30, 1:40, 2:50, 4:15, 5:30, 6:30, 8:05, 9:10 & 10 

p.m. Sat. in 3D also at 10:10 a.m.   

The Blind Side Century 16: 6:45 & 9:40 p.m. Century 20: 12:40, 4, 7:30 &  
(PG-13) 10:25 p.m.   

The Book of Eli Century 16: 11:50 a.m.; 1:10, 2:35, 3:55, 5:15, 6:40, 8, 9:30 &  
(R)   10:40 p.m.   Century 20: 11:15 a.m.; 12:45, 2, 3:35, 4:45, 6:25,  
  7:35, 9:15 & 10:25 p.m. Sat. also at 10 a.m.   

Broken Embraces Guild: 2, 5 & 8 p.m.   
(R)  

Crazy Heart (R)   Palo Alto Square: 2, 4:40 & 7:15 p.m. Fri.-Sun. also at 9:55 
p.m.   

Daybreakers (R) Century 20: Fri.-Sun. Noon, 2:55, 5:25, 7:55 & 10:35 p.m.   (Not 
Reviewed)  

The Imaginarium Century 16: 3:40 & 10 p.m.   Century 20: Fri. & Sun.-Thu. at  
of Doctor  3:15 & 9:40 p.m. Sat. at 4 & 9:40 p.m.    
Parnassus (PG-13) 

Invictus (PG-13)  Century 16: 12:05 & 6:55 p.m. Century 20: 6:40 p.m. Fri. & 
1/2  Sun.-Thu. also at 12:10 p.m.   

It’s Complicated Century 16: 12:20, 3:10, 6:15 & 9:20 p.m. Century 20: 11:10 & 
(R) 11:50 a.m.; 1:55, 4:40, 5:55, 7:40 & 10:30 p.m.   

Leap Year Century 16: 11:45 a.m.; 2:20, 4:50, 7:20 & 9:50 p.m. Century 
(PG) 1/2  20: 11:25 a.m.; 1:50, 4:35, 7 & 9:30 p.m.   

The Lovely Bones Century 16: 11:55 a.m.; 1:25, 2:55, 4:25, 5:55, 7:25, 8:55 & 10:25 
(PG-13)  p.m. Century 20: 11:30 a.m.; 1, 2:35, 4:05, 5:40, 7:10, 8:45 & 

1/2  10:15 p.m. Sat. also at 9:55 a.m.   

The Metropolitan Century 20: Sat 10 a.m. Palo Alto Square: Sat 10 a.m. 
Opera: Carmen (Not Rated) (Not Reviewed)    

Precious Aquarius: 5 & 9:55 p.m.  
(R) 1/2  

The Princess and Century 16: 11:25 a.m.; 1:45 & 4:15 p.m. Century 20: 11:35  
the Frog (G) a.m.; 1:55, 4:30, 6:55 & 9:35 p.m.   

Sherlock Holmes Century 16: 11:35 a.m.; 1, 4:20, 6, 7:40 & 10:35 p.m. Century 
(PG-13) 1/2  20: 11:05 a.m.; 2, 5:20, 7:15, 8:35 & 10:10 p.m.   

The Spy Next Door Century 16: 12:30, 2:50, 5:10, 7:35 & 10:05 p.m. Century 20: 
(PG)  12:15, 2:40, 5, 7:25 & 9:45 p.m.    
(Not Reviewed)

Up in the Air Century 16: Noon, 2:35, 5:05, 7:45 & 10:20 p.m. .Century 20: 
(R) 1/2  11:45 a.m.; 2:25, 5:10, 7:50 & 10:35 p.m.   

The Young Palo Alto Square: 4:50 & 7:20 p.m. Fri.-Sun. also at 9:50 p.m. 
Victoria  Fri. & Sun.-Thu. also at 2:20 p.m.   
(PG) 1/2 

Youth in Revolt Century 16: 11:40 a.m.; 2:15, 4:40, 7:30 & 9:55 p.m. Century  
(R) 20: 11:55 a.m.; 2:15, 5:05, 7:20 & 9:50 p.m.

MOVIE TIMES

 Skip it   Some redeeming qualities   A good bet   Outstanding

Aquarius: 430 Emerson St., Palo Alto (266-9260)

Century Cinema 16: 1500 N. Shoreline Blvd., Mountain View  
(800-326-3264)

Century 20 Downtown: 825 Middlefield Road, Redwood City  
(800-326-3264)

CinéArts at Palo Alto Square: 3000 El Camino Real, Palo Alto (493-3456)

Guild: 949 El Camino Real, Menlo Park (266-9260)

Internet address: For show times, plot synopses, trailers and more information 
about films playing, go to Palo Alto Online at http://www.PaloAltoOnline.com/

ON THE WEB: The most up-to-date movie listings at www.PaloAltoOnline.comThe Hottest Restaurant In
Town Has A New Home!!
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Voted Best Chinese Restaurant

NOW OPEN!
Please Join Us!

4256 El Camino Real, Palo Alto
Phone:

Palo Alto

VIEW THE TRAILER AT WWW.THEIMAGINARIUMOFDOCTORPARNASSUSMOVIE.COM

WILLIAM VINCE   AMY GILLIAM   SAMUEL HADIDA   TERRY GILLIAM   TERRY GILLIAM AND  CHARLES McKEOWN   TERRY GILLIAMPRODUCED 
BY

WRITTEN
BY

DIRECTED
BY

WWW.SONYCLASSICS.COM

HEATH
LEDGER

CHRISTOPHER
PLUMMER

VERNE
TROYER

ANDREW
GARFIELD

LILY
COLE

TOM
WAITSAND

JOHNNY
DEPP

COLIN
FARRELLWITH

JUDE
LAW

“HEATH LEDGER 
IS REMARKABLE!”

-Peter Travers, ROLLING STONE

CENTURY 20 
DOWNTOWN REDWOOD CITY 
825 Middlefield Rd, 
Redwood City (650) 369-3456 

CENTURY 
CINEMA 16 
1500 North Shoreline Blvd, 
Mountain View (650) 960-0970

CENTURY 12 
SAN MATEO
320 East 2nd Ave, 
San Mateo (650) 558-0123

NOW PLAYING

NOW PLAYING!

Directed by LONE SCHERFIG  Screenplay by NICK HORNBY

VIEW THE TRAILER AT WWW.ANEDUCATIONFILM.COM

AN EDUCATION
SOUNDTRACK 
AVAILABLE ON

GOLDEN GLOBE®

AWARD NOMINEE
BEST ACTRESS CAREY MULLIGAN(D

R
A
M
A
)

WINNER
BEST ACTRESS

National Board of Review I British Independent Film Awards
Chicago Film Critics Association I Dallas/Ft. Worth Film Critics

Houston Film Critics Society I Washington, D.C. Area Film Critics
Utah Film Critics I Critics’ Choice Award (Nominee)

CHECK LOCAL DIRECTORIES FOR SHOWTIMES

VIEW THE TRAILER AND EXCLUSIVE MATERIAL AT BROKENEMBRACESMOVIE.COM  

WWW.SONYCLASSICS.COM

“A SIZZLINGLY SEXY FILM NOIR - A LOVE LETTER
TO THE MAGICAL POWER OF MOVIES.”
-Lou Lumenick, NEW YORK POST

GOLDEN GLOBE
®

AWARD
NOMINEE

BEST FOREIGN LANGUAGE FILM 

©HFPA

CHECK LOCAL DIRECTORIES FOR SHOWTIMES

Crazy Heart
2:00, 4:40, 7:15 
Fri/Sat add 9:55

The Young Victoria
2:20, 4:50, 7:20 

Fri add 9:50/Sat 4:50, 7:20, 9:50

Movie times for Monday, Jan. 18, at the Century 16 theater were not 
available at press time.

Susie Salmon, teen victim of a rape-
murder (wisely kept off-screen). 
Sebold’s story — adapted by Jack-
son and regular collaborators Fran 
Walsh and Philippa Boyens — finds 
Susie exploring her “In-Between” 
purgatory while failing to let go of 
Earth, where her family mourns and 
her killer roams free.

Sadly, the filmmakers fail to strike 
a proper balance of the two paral-
lel storylines and the novel’s many 
characters. It’s a mark of Jackson’s 
lack of restraint as a filmmaker that 
the mystery-thriller elements and 
fantastic visualizations overtake the 
domestic drama that is the novel’s 
true raison d’être. Stanley Tucci (so 
warm and loving in “Julie & Julia”) 
adopts a Brando-esque cottonmouth 
and a creepy laugh to play Susie’s 
killer. Certainly, Jackson excels at 
the scenes of Hitchcockian suspense 
(put into further relief by a directo-
rial cameo); in particular, he stages 
a memorable set piece involving 
Susie’s sister Lindsey (Rose McIver) 
risking discovery when she breaks 
into the killer’s home.

Jackson also deserves some credit 
for a number of creative visualiza-
tions, such as the extended sequenc-
es depicting Susie’s psychological 
confusion and trauma as she first 
passes into the afterlife. But Jack-
son doesn’t know when to let well 
enough alone. While Susie’s self-
styled “In-Between” sometimes 
cleverly evokes the tacky art of the 
‘70s (something you’d pick up for 
a quarter at a flea market), these 
sequences begin to feel like over-
long luxury car ads scored by Enya 
(the actual culprit being prog rocker 
Brian Eno).

Meanwhile, Jackson fails to en-
gage us in the hurt of the Salmons, 
to whom at least half of the story 
should belong. Sebold’s novel pa-
tiently examined the short- and long-
term effects of trauma on the family, 
à la Elizabeth Kübler-Ross’ “stages 
of grief” model. Jackson contains 
himself mostly to the obsession of 
Susie’s father Jack (a miscast Mark 
Wahlberg), who believes he can and 
must solve his daughter’s murder. 
Short shrift is given to Lindsey — 
whose love life poignantly echoes 
Susie’s missed opportunities — and 
her mother, Abigail (Rachel Weisz), 
rendered inconsequential and inco-
herent by the excision of an adultery 
plotline.

The problem is right there in the 
title. While the film dutifully repeats 
Susie’s explanation of “the lovely 
bones that had grown around my 
absence: the connections — some-
times tenuous, sometimes made at 
great cost, but often magnificent,” 
Jackson neglects to dramatize this 
connective tissue — of family ties, 
new loves and tentative friendships 
— that should hold the story’s heart 
in place.

Rated PG-13 for mature thematic 
material involving disturbing vio-
lent content and images, and some 
language. Two hours, 15 minutes. 

 — Peter Canavese

To view the trailer for “The Book of 
Eli” and “The Lovely Bones,” go to 
Palo Alto Online at www.Palo 
AltoOnline.com

NOW PLAYING

A Single Man  
(Aquarius) Little actually happens in 
“A Single Man,” Tom Ford’s debut film 
about a gay British expatriate living in 
Santa Monica in 1962. And yet every-
thing happens in one day in the life of 
George Falconer (Colin Firth): grief, love, 
remembrance, work, fear ... Jim (Matthew 
Goode), George’s longtime lover, has 

been killed in an accident, and George 
sees little reason to continue living. But 
he goes through the motions, teaching 
at the college where he works, visiting 
his best friend, Charley (Julianne Moore), 
letting himself be pursued by a student 
who wants to confide in him, and per-
haps more. Ford’s script, from a novel by 
Christopher Isherwood, captures not only 
the pain, both hidden and overt, of one 
gay man, but also some of the repressive 
spirit of the time just before the sexual 
revolution changed everything. Rated R 
for nudity, some disturbing images and 
sexual content. One hour, 39 minutes. — 
R.P. (Reviewed Dec. 25, 2009)

Avatar  
(Century 16, Century 20) James Cam-
eron’s plot focuses on Jake Sully (Sam 
Worthington), a disabled ex-Marine lying 
in a VA hospital. He’s tapped to replace 
his late twin brother in a multinational cor-
poration’s avatar program, which mixes 

human DNA with that of the native Na’vi 
population living on Pandora, the com-
pany’s mining colony. The “dumb grunt,” 
who has no avatar training, must quickly 
learn how to manage his remotely con-
trolled, 10-foot-tall body in a hostile envi-
ronment. The payoff? The jarhead gets his 
legs back. Things get more complicated 
when the avatar team headed by Dr. 
Grace Augustine (Sigourney Weaver) real-
izes that science and peaceful diplomacy 
are only part of its mission. rated PG-13 
for intense epic battle sequences and 
warfare, sensuality, language and some 
smoking. Occasionally in the fictional 
Na’vi language with English subtitles. 2 
hours, 42 minutes. — S.T. (Reviewed Dec. 
18, 2009)

Broken Embraces 
(Guild) The Madrid-set tale begins in 
2008, then bounces back and forth from 
the early 1990s. The constant is the 
protagonist, Harry Caine (Lluis Homar), 

The following is a sampling of movies 
recently reviewed in the Weekly:

(continued from previous page)
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Movies

The Stanford Theatre is at 221 University Ave. in Palo Alto. Go to www.stan-
fordtheatre.org or call 650-324-3700.

Love Letters (1945) A soldier pens letters for his friend’s girl, but 
has his own feelings for her. Fri. at 7:30 p.m. 

Gone to Earth (1950) A British country girl (Jennifer Jones) is torn 
between two men. Fri. at 5:35 & 9:25 p.m.

Duel in the Sun (1946) Sultry Pearl Chavez (Jennifer Jones) 
comes between two brothers on a Texas ranch. Sat.-Sun. at 3:30 
& 7:30 p.m.; Mon. at 7:30 p.m.

Portrait of Jennie (1948) A mysterious girl inspires a struggling 
artist. Sat.-Mon. at 5:50 & 9:50 p.m. 

Cluny Brown (1946) A girl with dreams of becoming a plumber is 
sent to work as a servant — then meets a charming Czech refu-
gee. Tue.-Wed. at 7:30 p.m.

STANFORD THEATER

“Jeff Bridges gives

“

   (D
RA

M
A)

“Jeff Bridges is

He knows Bad Blake inside out 
and never hits a strained note.”

“

“What Jeff Bridges brings is 

CINEMARK

CINÉARTS AT PALO ALTO SQUARE
Palo Alto  (800) FANDANGO 914#

CINEMARK

CINÉARTS AT SANTANA ROW
San Jose  (800) FANDANGO 983#www.restorationstudio.com

(TENTATIVE) AGENDA COUNCIL CHAMBERS

DUE TO MARTIN LUTHER KING Jr.  
BIRTHDAY HOLIDAY  

THE REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING  
OF MONDAY, JANUARY 18, 2010  

HAS BEEN CANCELLED

(TENTATIVE) AGENDA  
SPECIAL  MEETING-COUNCIL CHAMBERS

JANUARY 19, 2010  -  6:00 PM

1.  CLOSED SESSION: Labor

PALO ALTO CITY COUNCIL

CIVIC CENTER, 250 HAMILTON AVENUE  
BROADCAST LIVE ON KZSU, FM 90.1  
CABLECAST LIVE ON GOVERNMENT  

ACCESS CHANNEL 26

a blind screenwriter still troubled by the 
events that led to his blindness and, with 
it, the abandonment of his film-directing 
career. The blindness is, of course, also 
symbolic of the insecurity of “Harry” — 
real name Mateo — in dealing with his 
reality and his art. Rated R for sexual 
content, language and some drug mate-
rial. Two hours, eight minutes. — P.C. 
(Reviewed Dec. 25, 2009)

Crazy Heart
(Cinearts) There’s one reason “Crazy 
Heart” is a must-see: Jeff Bridges. 
Bridges plays Bad Blake, a faded country-
western music star relegated to playing 
dives like a bowling-alley bar. He treats 
his chronic weariness with chronic drink-
ing, defensive pleasantries and one-night 
stands. These escapes are understand-
able. It’s hard to face up to the disap-
pointments that have brought him here, 
and it’s easier to blame someone else 
— his manager, perhaps, or his one-time 
friend and colleague Billy Sweet (Colin 
Farrell), currently living the music-star life 
that has slipped from Bad’s fingers. Trav-
eling America in his beat-up ‘78 Chevy 
truck, Bad would rather be left alone to 
anesthetize himself before, during and 
after gigs, but he agrees to an interview 
with a hopeful music journalist named 
Jean (Maggie Gyllenhaal). More than usu-
ally attracted to the potential lover in his 
midst, Bad seduces her and realizes that, 
for the first time in a long time, he’s not 
interested in leaving his conquest behind. 
Rated R for language and brief sexuality. 
One hour, 51 minutes. — P.C. (Reviewed 
Jan. 8, 2010)

The Imaginarium of Doctor Parnas-
sus
(Century 16, Century 20) Locked with 
the Devil (Tom Waits) in a centuries-long 
struggle for human souls, the unhap-
pily immortal Dr. Parnassus (Christopher 
Plummer) tells his ruthless foe, “You can’t 
stop stories being told.” Helping Parnas-
sus put on his greatest show on Earth is 
an itinerant troupe of actors: diminutive 
Percy (Verne Troyer) and ingenues Anton 
(Andrew Garfield) and Valentina (Lily Cole). 

The latter is Parnassus’ daughter, just 
about to turn what Mr. Nick lasciviously 
refers to as “Sweet 16 — the age of con-
sent.” Mr. Nick’s excitement stems from 
a long-ago deal made with Parnassus for 
Valentina’s soul, a deal set to close on her 
birthday. Endearingly packed to the raf-
ters with ornate anachronistic artistry, Ter-
ryGilliam’s “Imaginarium” is a great place 
to window shop — and get lost for a spell.
Rated PG-13 for violent images, some 
sensuality, language and smoking. Two 
hours, two minutes. — P.C. (Reviewed 
Jan. 8. 2010)

Invictus 1/2
(Century 16, Century 20) Politics and 
rugby collide in director Clint Eastwood’s 
thoughtful drama about post-apartheid 

South Africa and two men who helped 
unite a fractured country. Inspiring 
messages about equality, forgiveness 
and understanding resonate thanks to 
Eastwood’s deft hand and standout 
performances by Morgan Freeman and 
Matt Damon. Racial tensions are high in 
early- to mid-1990s South Africa, follow-
ing the end of apartheid and the election 
of President Nelson Mandela (Freeman). 
Many South African citizens root against 
the country’s national rugby team — the 
Springboks — viewing it as a symbol of 
oppression and prejudice. The vocal ma-
jority aims to have the team disbanded, 
until Mandela urges solidarity over “petty 
revenge.” Mandela sees the struggling 
Springboks as an opportunity to mend 
fences and meets with team captain 
Francois Pienaar (Damon), encouraging 
the humble Pienaar to lead his team on an 
improbable Rugby World Cup champion-
ship run. Rated PG-13 for brief strong 
language. 2 hours, 12 minutes. —T.H. 
(Reviewed Dec. 11, 2009)

Leap Year 1/2
(Century 16, Century 20) This film is nei-
ther romantic nor comic, and the central 
character is so annoying you want to 
slap her. Amy Adams, all flirty smirks and 
tossed hair, plays Anna, a Boston stager 
who’s been in a relationship with Jeremy 
(Adam Scott) for four years. But, though 
they’re about to buy a condo together, 
he has yet to pop the question. Jeremy, 
a cardiologist so dull he barely seems to 
have a pulse, is about to leave for Dublin 
to attend a convention. Anna learns that, 
according to an old Irish tradition, a girl 
who proposes to her beau on leap year 
day can’t be refused, so she packs her 
Louis Vuitton bag and she’s off. Because 
of a storm, Anna finds herself far from 
Dublin at a country inn/pub run by Declan 
(Matthew Goode).Rated PG for sensuality 
and language. One hour, 37 minutes. — 
R.P. (Reviewed Jan. 8, 2010)

Sherlock Holmes 1/2 
(Century 16, Century 20) Sir Arthur 
Conan Doyle’s legendary sleuth gets a 
cinematic adrenaline shot for this wildly 
entertaining and action-packed mystery. 
Holmes (Robert Downey Jr.) is the private 
investigator du jour in turn-of-the-century 
England. The eccentric but brilliant Hol-
mes works alongside his colleague Dr. 
John Watson (Jude Law) to solve un-
solvable crimes. Convicted killer Lord 
Blackwood (Mark Strong) seems to have 
cheated death through the use of dark 
magic, and his unexplainable powers have 
forced the populace into a frenzied panic. 
Blackwood isn’t Holmes’ only concern. 
Holmes’ old flame and former adversary 
Irene Adler (Rachel McAdams) resurfaces 
with a request to find a missing man. As 
Holmes desperately tries to stave off his 
feelings for Adler, he begins to realize 
the two cases are linked. Furthermore, 
Watson’s forthcoming nuptials may spell 
the end of his partnership with Holmes. 
And a mysterious professor lurks in the 
shadows. Rated PG-13 for violence and 
action, startling images and a scene of 
suggestive material. 2 hours, 14 minutes. 
T.H. (Reviewed Dec. 25, 2009)

Up in the Air 1/2 
(Century 20) George Clooney is pro-
fessional downsizer Ryan Bingham, a 
“transition specialist” with an arsenal 
of platitudes at his disposal for doing a 
company’s dirty work. Ryan meets his 
match in Alex Goran (Vera Farmiga), a 
sexy mileage junkie equally as turned on 

by elite status and sleekly wheeled lug-
gage. Theirs is a match made in heaven 
— and hour-long intervals in Omaha, 
Modesto and Wichita. Ryan’s carefully 
crafted cocoon threatens to rupture when 
savvy supervisor Craig Gregory (Jason 
Bateman) hires wet-behind-the-ears con-
sultant Natalie Keener (Anna Kendrick) to 
eviscerate 85 percent of the travel budget 
and take the company “glocal” — global-
turning-local. Ryan and Natalie set off for 
Detroit and a series of test firings to prove 
their points. His that the proper sack re-
quires face-to-face commitment; hers that 
a disembodied computer presence is just 
as effective. Let the games begin! Rated R 
for language and sexual content. 1 hour, 
49 minutes.
 — J.A. (Reviewed Dec. 11, 2009)

Youth in Revolt 
(Century 16, Century 20) Teen Nick (Mi-
chael Cera) longs to lose his virginity, and 
he sets his sights on one Sheeni Saunders 
(Portia Doubleday), the incongruously self-
possessed daughter of Bible-thumping 
trailer park dwellers. The star-crossed 
would-be lovers face plenty of obstacles. 
“Excessively nice,” Nick hatches a plan to 
turn bad and thus be sent from his mother 
(Jean Smart) to his father (Steve Buscemi), 
who lives closer to Sheeni. To get up the 
gumption, Nick fashions a devilish French 
alter ego named Francois Dillinger, ever-
ready to counsel badness. Rated R for 
sexual content, language and drug use. 
One hour, 30 minutes. — P.C. (Reviewed 
Jan. 8, 2010)

www.peacecorps.gov   |   800.424.8580

Fill a global demand in education, IT, business, more. Apply Online. 

Information Session

Tuesday, Jan. 19

6:30PM-8PM

Peace  
Corps 

Lucie Stern Center - Community Room

1305 Middlefield Rd., Palo Alto, CA 94301
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Eating Out

You’re on Castro Street in 
downtown Mountain View 
and it’s inching past 11 

p.m. Most of the restaurants are 
closed, but you’re craving a big 
plate of shrimp chow fun or a 
baked pork chop on rice. Or may-
be it’s a steaming bowl of borscht 
that’s calling your name.

Down at the end of the street, 
you’ll find the fluorescent lights 
and TVs are still on at the neigh-
borly Hong Kong Bistro, the 

RESTAURANT REVIEW

The homey decor at Hong Kong Bistro.

Comfort food,  
Hong Kong-

style
Hong Kong Bistro brings 

the eclectic cha chaan teng 
experience to  

Mountain View
by Monica Hayde Schreiber

M
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lle
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e

1390 Pear Ave., Mountain View
(650) 254-1120
www.mvpizzeriaventi.com

Hours:
9 a.m. to 9 p.m. Monday through Thursday
9 a.m. to 10 p.m. Friday through Saturday
9 a.m. to 9 p.m. Sunday

DINNER BY THE MOVIES AT SHORELINE’S

Pizzeria Venti
Ciao Bella!

It didn’t take long for businesswoman, Bella Awdisho, to recognize something 
was missing in Mountain View. After long research, it became apparent that 

fi nding a one-of-a-kind restaurant to bring to the Mountain View area would not 
be easy. “I just could not see opening another run-of-the-mill restaurant in an 
area fi lled with such innovation” said Mrs. Awdisho. Her search ended when she 
found Pizzeria Venti, a small boutique pizzeria based in Italy. 

Her introduction to Italian cuisine was in-depth, to say the least. It began with 
a culinary arts program that included training under the Tuscany sun. “The 
training was really eye-opening. I learned about the nuances of true Italian 
cooking; about the quality and passion that goes into every dish. It’s amazing.” 
said Bella. “Covering everything from pasta and sauces to the tradition of Italy 
famous “pizza al taglio” or pizza by the cut, the training was a once-in-a-lifetime 
experience which is simply not available to most restaurateurs.” 

Traveling in Italy

Awdisho said that she was extremely anxious to start her own Pizzeria Venti 
right here in Mountain View. “I recognized the uniqueness of our location,” 

she noted “so I put many resources into the marketing of the location.  We 
continue to offer to our customers many of the dishes I was introduced to in 
Italy.” So successful was this introduction that Awdisho had to double the size of 
her kitchen, adding additional equipment to handle the demand.  Executive Chef, 
Marco Salvi, the training chef in Italy,  provided many new recipes for use in her 
restaurant. Chef Marco provided some insight “The ingredients say it all. We work 
to provide a fi nished dish which will honor its origins and create a wonderful 
experience for our customers.” 

Authenticity – Not just a word

Each new dish is hand selected with an eye towards authenticity. Even its 
rustic style pizza has a bit of Italia in it, made daily on-premise and using only 

imported water from Italy. “For me, one of the most important components of the 
training in Italy was the cultural understanding of these recipes.  I was able to bring 
this back to our customers,” said Bella.  She continues, “I know our customers really 
appreciate what we do.  We are so grateful that they allow us our passion.”

catering available!

(continued on next page)
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kitchen busily serving up steam-
ing plates of Hong Kong-style 
comfort food.

With its photo-illustrated menu, 
more pictures of the food adorn-
ing the walls and its diner vibe, 
this two-year-old eatery might 
just be the culinary love child of 
dim sum and Denny’s. Won ton 
soups, curries and fish porridge 
share the menu with peanut but-
ter toast, tuna salad and baked 
seafood served over spaghetti. 
The specials board might tout 
such wildly dissimilar offerings 

as coffee spare ribs, macaroni 
soup, French-style ox tail or spicy 
Singaporean noodles. 

And, yes, they really do serve 
borscht.

For transplants from Hong 
Kong, this is a seriously satisfy-
ing taste of home. For everyone 
else, Hong Kong Bistro is a funky 
cultural-culinary experience, the 
kind of place where half the fun is 
checking out what people around 
you are eating. To your left, a 
creamy seafood soup in a puff 
pastry; to your right, a huge slab 
of baked beef tongue.

In addition to being budget-

friendly and amusingly eclectic, 
the fare is overall fresh, tasty and 
satisfying. 

This is one of the few local res-
taurants that is firmly in the tra-
dition of cha chaan teng, a type 
of “tea restaurant” or “cafe” com-
mon in Hong Kong and Macau 
that serves an incongruous mix 
of affordable Asian and Western-
influenced dishes. A hallmark 
of these establishments is Hong 
Kong-style milk tea ($2.50), a 
blend of black tea and sweet evap-
orated milk. Take it hot or iced; its 
sweet, milky goodness will have 
you sinking immediately into the 
Asian comfort food zone.

Any of the chow fun dishes 
($7-$8.50) will take you deeper 
into that happy place. We chose 
the shrimp version, and in about 
one-and-a-half minutes a huge 
plate of fat, steaming noodles, 
generously populated with shrimp 
and some crunchy bean sprouts, 
was upon our table. Delicious.

The BBQ pork and won ton noo-
dle soup ($6.75) was enough for 
two people. The pork-and-shrimp 
won tons floating amid the broth 
and noodles were little pillows of 
meaty decadence. No doubt they 
were freshly made, as one of the 
servers was camped out in a near-
by booth, in front of a huge pile of 

TJ CHEF COMING NORTH ... 
Cuisine on California Avenue is 
getting a huge boost, thanks to 
French-born Bruno Chemel, the 
former executive chef at Chez 
TJ in Mountain View. Chemel 
is opening his own restaurant, 
Baumé, at 201 S. California 
Ave. Chemel, who has been 
at the Michelin-rated Chez TJ 
for two years, will offer modern 
French cuisine at his new Palo 
Alto site. The location has seen 
several restaurants come and 
go over the last few decades 
(most recently Bistro Basia). But 
Baumé, which is scheduled to 
open Jan. 28, may have some 
staying power. Chemel has 
been chef at some of the top 
restaurants in San Francisco 
and other major cities and gets 
high reviews wherever he goes. 
He and, reportedly, members of 
his kitchen staff left Chez TJ on 
Dec. 19 in what was reported 
as a sudden departure due to 
a disagreement with the owner. 
His new place is getting atten-
tion in the blogosphere, with a 
writeup in the Zagat restaurant 
blog, which reports that it will 
feature a “prix fixe-only format,” 
meaning six-, 10- or 15-course 
dinners. Lunches will be three 
courses. The new restaurant 
is named after French chemist 
Antoine Baumé. It will feature 
special house-made juices as an 
alternative to wine with meals.

GROUND-FLOOR RETAIL IN 
MIDTOWN? ... The small retail 
strip in Midtown Palo Alto that 
houses Cafe Sophia, Indochine 
Restaurant and three other busi-
nesses is getting a new tenant: a 
dental office scheduled to open 
this month. Palo Alto Dental 
Wellness will fill the vacant cor-
ner at the north end of the strip, 
at 2700 Middlefield Road. But 
the owner of the adjacent Cafe 
Sophia is concerned. Sophia 
Omar fears that the tight park-
ing situation will only get worse. 
“When you go to the dentist it’s 
not in and out. You’re there for a 
while. So where will my custom-
ers park?” she asked. Omar is 
also losing her triangular-shaped 
outdoor seating area, in front of 
the dental office. It was not only 
for Cafe Sophia’s customers, but 
it was also a place for people to 
gather. “People who had pets 
would sit out there and people 
with disabilities also used the 
outdoor seating,” she said. Indo-
chine owner Don Stewart also 
has worries about the impact of 
a dental office as his neighbor. “I 
don’t feel bad that another busi-
ness is coming to Midtown; I feel 
bad that we have limited parking 
here,” he said. But Omar is real-
istic. “I have no choice. I will ac-
cept it,” she said. Omar moved 
into her current space in March 
2006, following a 15-year-stint in 
Charleston Plaza, where Peet’s 

Coffee now brews.

 GOURMET CHOCOLATES, 
PALO ALTO-STYLE ... Mark 
West knows chocolate. He has 
spent the last eight years re-
searching, tasting and making a 
variety of chocolates from a va-
riety of countries. His hard work 
culminated in this weekend’s 
opening of Monique’s Choco-
lates at 539 Bryant St. Purchas-
ing chocolate at West’s store 
is a complete experience. “You 
buy it, then you can sit at our 
bar and eat it and watch how 
it’s made,” he said. The kitchen 
is on display in the store, along 
with the chocolates. And each 
plate of chocolate displayed 
has its country of origin listed. 
Bolivia, Dominican Republic, 
Madagascar and Venezuela are 
a few of the countries represent-
ed. West, who lives in Palo Alto 
and bikes to his store, focuses 
on the organic side of the busi-
ness. “I don’t use chemicals. 
It’s all natural. I even get my 
organic cream from Michal the 
Milkman,” West said. The small 
space is decorated in different 
shades of chocolate, topped 
off with high-end Italian globe 
lighting. But the cement floor 
is stark. “That’s because it’s 
a working floor. We cook right 
here,” West said. Monique’s 
Chocolates is the former site of 
two art galleries, but more im-
portantly the former former site 
of Just Desserts.”We’ve come 
full circle here,” West said.

Heard a rumor about your 
favorite business moving out or 
in? E-mail Daryl at shoptalk@
paweekly.com. 

ShopTalk
by Daryl Savage

(continued on next page)

(continued from previous page)

Hainanese chicken is served with curry rice, and house soy and Thai 
spicy sauce.

Sign up today

www.PaloAltoOnline.com
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Eating Out

Get your news delivered fresh daily

brought 
to you by

Call (650) 326-8210 to learn more about our new advertising options in Express.

24/7 Online Fridays in printWeekdays via e-mail

Express™ is a trademark of Embarcadero Publishing Company ©2008 Embarcadero Publishing Company

The Palo Alto Weekly’s Friday print edition
complements Express featuring thoughtful,
in-depth coverage of local issues, arts & entertainment, 
home & real estate and sports.

Palo Alto Online off ers 24/7 coverage of everything local:

Express is a free e-daily from Palo Alto Online  

Express provides the perfect quick-read digest 

munity from the last 24 hours to the next. And all 

You will want Express to be in your e-mail 

Sign up today to get

at PaloAltoOnline.com

In Service To Our Communit y

Affordable Counseling | Sliding Scale Fees

Contact:
[ph] 650.493.5006
[email] counseling@itp.edu 
[web] www.itp.edu/counseling

The provides quality counseling at affordable 
rates with a wide range of professional services to meet your needs. Contact us today.

Hong Kong Bistro
147 Castro St., Mountain 
View
650-968-8938
Hours: Daily 11 a.m.-11:45 
p.m.

Reservations

Credit cards

Lot Parking

Alcohol

Takeout

Highchairs

Wheelchair 
access

Banquet

Catering

Outdoor 
seating

Noise level:
Moderate

Bathroom 
Cleanliness:
Excellent

raw pork, making them by hand.
Another highlight of our first 

dinner was the large plate of ten-
der greens in oyster sauce ($7). 
The Chinese bok choy was lightly 
stir-fried and gently dressed in a 
savory oyster sauce.

On another visit we started 
with the Indian-style pancakes 
($5.50), a duo of roti-like breads 
with a curry dipping sauce. The 
curry was a bit pasty and lacked 
punch, but the overall effect of 
fried bread in sauce was still sat-
isfying. The lackluster curry also 
dampened our enthusiasm for the 
salmon curry dish ($9.50). The 
fried salmon itself was tender and 
fresh, but the overabundant curry 
and underdone sweet potatoes that 
accompanied left us wishing we 
had ordered something else.

Curry fared better in the 
spicy, Singapore-style vermicelli 
($7.50). A standard riff on the 
popular dish, it was stir-fried with 
onions, egg and bean sprouts. It 
was another generous plate that 
was easily shared among three 
people.

The baked pork chop ($7.50), 
served in a metal dish over rice or 
spaghetti, is one of the go-to items 
at a cha chaan teng, but Hong 
Kong Bistro’s left me scratching 
my head. It was doused in a ketch-
upy red sauce that tasted vaguely 
canned. I couldn’t understand the 
appeal.

Service during each of our vis-

its was lightning-fast and friendly. 
At lunch, Hong Kong Bistro of-
fers specials, or “sets,” for $7.50, 
which include a drink, soup and 
an entree.

There isn’t much to say about 
dessert as seven of the eight items 
had been scratched off the menu, 
leaving only mango pudding. Cus-
tard-like and slightly gelatinous, it 
was served in a bath of sweetened 
milk.

Hong Kong Bistro is owned by 
Ben and Annie Quan, who also 
own Fu Lam Mum, the massive 
Cantonese seafood establishment 
next door. More power to them 
— and to any locals looking for 
a fast, filling and wallet-friendly 
meal on Castro Street. 

(continued from previous page)

For information and donations
go to

www.PaloAltoOnline.com

Give to the Palo Alto Weekly’s Holiday Fund and 

your donation is doubled.
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AMERICAN

Armadillo Willy’s 941-2922 

1031 N. San Antonio Rd., Los Altos 

Range: $5.00-13.00

Hobee’s 856-6124 

4224 El Camino Real, Palo Alto 

Also at Town & Country Village,  

Palo Alto 327-4111

Burmese

Green Elephant Gourmet  

(650) 494-7391 

Burmese & Chinese Cuisine 

3950 Middlefield Rd., Palo Alto 

(Charleston Shopping Center) 

Dine-In, Take-Out, Local Delivery-Catering

CHINESE

Chef Chu’s (650) 948-2696 

1067 N. San Antonio Road 

on the corner of El Camino, Los Altos 

2008 Best Chinese 

MV Voice & PA Weekly

Jing Jing 328-6885 

443 Emerson St., Palo Alto 

Authentic Szechwan, Hunan  

Food To Go, Delivery 

www.jingjinggourmet.com

Ming’s 856-7700 

1700 Embarcadero East, Palo Alto 

www.mings.com

New Tung Kee Noodle House  

520 Showers Dr., MV in San Antonio Ctr. 

Voted MV Voice Best ‘01, ‘02, ‘03 & ‘04 

Prices start at $4.75 

947-8888

CHINESE

Peking Duck 856-3338 

2310 El Camino Real, Palo Alto 

We also deliver.

Su Hong – Menlo Park 

Dining Phone: 323–6852 

To Go: 322–4631 

Winner, Palo Alto Weekly “Best Of” 

8 years in a row!

INDIAN

Darbar Indian Cuisine 321-6688 

129 Lytton, Downtown Palo Alto  

Lunch Buffet M-F; Open 7 days

Janta Indian Restaurant 462-5903 

369 Lytton Ave., Downtown Palo Alto  

Lunch Buffet  M-F; Organic Veggies

ITALIAN

Spalti Ristorante 327-9390 

417 California Ave, Palo Alto 

 

www.spalti.com

Pizzeria Venti  650-254-1120  

1390 Pear Ave, Mountain View 

www.MvPizzeriaVenti.com 

Fresh, Chef Inspired Italian Food

 JAPANESE & SUSHI

Fuki Sushi 494-9383 

4119 El Camino Real, Palo Alto 

Open 7 days a Week

MEXICAN

Palo Alto Sol 328-8840 

408 California Ave, Palo Alto 

MEXICAN

The Oaxacan Kitchen 321-8003 

Authentic Mexican Restaurant 

2323 Birch Street, Palo Alto 

 

also visit us at 6 Bay Area Farmer’s Markets 

www.theoaxacankitchen.com 

PIZZA

Pizza Chicago 424-9400 

4115 El Camino Real, Palo Alto 

This IS the best pizza in town

Spot A Pizza 324-3131 

115 Hamilton Ave, Palo Alto 

Voted Best Pizza in Palo Alto 

www.spotpizza.com

POLYNESIAN

Trader Vic’s 849-9800 

4269 El Camino Real, Palo Alto 

Dinner Mon-Thurs 5-10pm; Fri-Sat 5-11pm;  

Sun 4:30 - 9:30pm 

Available for private luncheons 

Lounge open nightly 

Happy Hour Mon-Fri 4-6 pm

SEAFOOD

Cook’s Seafood 325-0604 

751 El Camino Real, Menlo Park 

Seafood Dinners from  

$6.95 to $10.95

THAI

Thaiphoon Restaurant 323-7700 

543 Emerson St., Palo Alto 

Full Bar, Outdoor Seating 

www.thaiphoonrestaurant.com 

Best Thai Restaurant in Palo Alto 

3 Years in a Row, 2006-2007-2008

STEAKHOUSE

Sundance the Steakhouse 321-6798 

1921 El Camino Real, Palo Alto 

Lunch: Mon-Fri 11:30 am-2:00pm 

Dinner: Mon-Thu 5:00-10:00pm 

Fri-Sat 5:00-10:30pm, Sun 5:00-9:00pm 

www.sundancethesteakhouse.com

of the week

1031 N. San Antonio Rd, 
Los Altos 

650.941.2922

Catered  
Texas  

BBQ 
(800)  

585-RIBS(7427)
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Sports
Shorts

For expanded daily coverage of college 
and prep sports, please see our new site  
at www.PASportsOnline.com

SPORTS ONLINE

Saturday
Women’s basketball: Washington at 

Stanford, 2 p.m.; KZSU (90.1 FM)

Men’s basketball: Stanford at Wash-
ington St., 2 p.m. XTRA Sports (860 
AM)

Thursday
Women’s basketball: Stanford at Or-

egon St., 7 p.m.; KZSU (90.1 FM)

Men’s basketball: Oregon St. at Stan-
ford, 7 p.m.; XTRA Sports (860 AM)

ON THE AIR

SOCCER HONOR . . .  Senior 
forward Kelley O’Hara became 
the first Stanford player in history 
to the win the Missouri Athletic 
Club’s Hermann Trophy, college 
soccer’s highest honor. O’Hara 
was one of three finalists — 
North Carolina midfielder Tobin 
Heath and UCLA forward Lauren 
Cheney were the others — invited 
to last weekend’s ceremony in St. 
Louis, Mo., with the award decid-
ed by a vote of coaches. O’Hara 
received the women’s honor and 
Akron’s Teal Bunbury received 
the men’s. “It’s a great way to end 
the college season,” O’Hara said. 
“I’m so thankful, and blessed. 
But the reason I was able to get 
the award was because of my 
teammates. I couldn’t have done 
it without them.” O’Hara, a native 
of Fayetteville, Ga., led Stanford 
(25-1) to its best record and to its 
first NCAA championship final, 
shattering school scoring records 
along the way and leading the na-
tion in goals and points. O’Hara 
(26 goals, 13 assists, 65 points) 
had been nominated three times 
for the award, but had never been 
a finalist until this year, joining 
Julie Foudy (1991 and ‘92) as the 
only finalists in Stanford history.

SWIM HONOR . . . Stanford se-
nior Julia Smit was named the 
Pacific 10 Conference’s Decem-
ber Athlete of the Month follow-
ing her two world records at the 
Duel in the Pool in Manchester, 
England last month. Smit was 
also named the conference’s 
November athlete of the month, 
giving the All-American swimmer 
four such honors over her career, 
tying her with Olympic teammate 
Rebecca Soni of USC (2006-09), 
for the all-time conference record. 
Smit over a two-day span in De-
cember broke two world record 
short course records in the indi-
vidual medleys.

HELP WANTED . . . Menlo-Ather-
ton is looking for a new head foot-
ball coach as well as coaches for 
track and field, swimming and a 
head frosh-soph baseball coach. 
Anyone interested can contact 
Mary Podesta at mpodesta@seq.
org or 650-322-5311 ext 5708 . . 
. Castilleja is looking for an assis-
tant softball coach for this spring. 
Those interested should contact 
Athletic Director Jez McIntosh at 
jez_mcintosh@castilleja.org.

Eastside Prep junior Ahjalee Harvey puts up a runner for two of her 13 points that helped 
the Panthers end Pinewood’s 149-game winning streak in league play on Tuesday night.

Keith Peters

GIRLS’ PREP BASKETBALL

Eastside Prep
shoots down
a big streak

Panthers knock off CCS champ Pinewood 
with only five players in 46-38 win

by Keith Peters

M embers of the East-
side Prep girls’ 
basketball team, 

all seven of them, had a 
day off on Wednesday. 
No drills. No gym time. 
No weight lifting. They 
needed a break, one they 
certainly had earned.

A night earlier, the 
Panthers had ended Pin-
ewood’s historic 149-game 
league winning streak, one 
that began back in 1995 
when the current players 
probably had no idea what 
a basketball was. Eastside 
Prep’s 46-38 victory was 
accomplished with just 
five players while reserve 
Cinthia Cunningham 
watched along with injured starter Takara Burse.

Eastside’s Fab Five played all out against Pinewood 
in the West Bay Athletic League (Foothill Division) 
opener. No one fouled out, despite constant defensive 
pressure. When all was said and done, Eastside Prep 
(1-0, 12-2) had exorcised some demons and Pinewood 
(0-1, 9-5), feeling a little shell-shocked, was looking 
forward to just getting a split in its league outings this 
week.

The day off for the Eastside players probably won’t 
be the first time it happens this season. While Burse 
recovers from a leg injury, Eastside coach Donovan 
Blythe has only six healthy players. Practices are on 
the creative side, to say the least.

“There aren’t too many teams that are doing what 
my team is doing,” Blythe said after the victory. That 
would be winning and surviving, something the Pan-
thers are both doing well, thus far.

This is a team that went only 15-15 last season, one 
year after winning the Central Coast Section Divi-
sion V title and advancing to the NorCal finals before 
losing — finishing a remarkable 31-2. Current junior 
standout Ahjalee Harvey broke a foot last season with 
the team off to a 11-5 start. She didn’t return until the 
CCS semifinals, where Eastside Prep lost to Pinewood 
by a point.

Current senior Felicia Anderson had left the team 

(continued on page 37)

Pinewood’s Hailie Eackles 
couldn’t prevent loss.

Stanford men and women are hoping
to ace their big tennis expectations 

by Rick Eymer

T here’s really only one big question this 
year as the Stanford men’s and women’s 
tennis teams prepare to begin their spring 

seasons for keeps this weekend:
Will some women’s team bring enough kryp-

tonite to Taube Tennis Center and finally bring 
the Super Streak to an end?

The 151-match home winning streak is ad-
dressed, and then ignored, by Cardinal coach 
Lele Forood. There are more pressing issues 
and 99.9 percent of them involve getting better 
at tennis every practice, every match.

The Stanford men, with several top recruit-
ing classes in the mix, have only to work to 
bring forth their awesome potential. There are 
a lot of good, potentially championship, col-
lege teams out there, and the Cardinal is one 
of them.

“I can’t wait to get started,” Stanford men’s 

coach John Whitlinger said. “I want to see 
where we’re at, what we can improve and to 
see how other teams are doing.”

Senior Richard Wire, junior Alex Clayton 
and freshman Bradley Klahn will lead a for-
midable ladder into competition. All three 
have played No. 1 singles at some point in their 
Stanford careers.

Wire and Clayton share captain duties this 
year.

“Rich is a guy we count on heavily,” Whit-
linger said. “He’ll probably play 3 or 4 and 
that’s pretty good experience at that position.”

The six-player singles ladder could be in 
constant flux this season as quality players are 
right behind the top three, willing to take over. 
That also means the doubles competition will 
be quite heated.

(continued on page 36)

Stanford’s Bradley Klahn is the reigning ITA Na-
tional Rookie of the Year.
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PREP SOCCER

Palo Alto’s Kris Hoglund (third from left) scored the game-winning goal in Tuesday’s important 1-0 victory 
over host Gunn and was congratulated by teammates Zac Hummel (6), Jenner Fox and Alex Freeman (5).

Paly’sKris Hoglund battles Gunn’s Jorge Salazar during Tuesday’s 1-0 
victory by the Vikings, as Hoglund scored the winning goal.

Jim
 Shorin

Jim
 Shorin

The races
are taking

shape
Palo Alto boys, SHP girls  

and boys like the view  
from atop the standings

by Keith Peters

I t’s quickly becoming evident that 
there may be no easy matches 
in the SCVAL De Anza Divi-

sion boys’ soccer race this season, 
certainly not like last season when 
Palo Alto allowed only one goal 
while winning the division crown.

Paly coach Don Briggs probably 
would agree after watching his team 
escape with a 1-0 triumph over host 
Gunn on Tuesday afternoon in just 
another typical rivalry match be-
tween the schools.

The Vikings improved to 2-0 in 
league (5-2-3 overall) while the Ti-
tans fell to 2-1 (3-6) and out of first 
place for the time being.

Paly sophomore Kris Hoglund 
took a pass from Jenner Fox and put 
it past Gunn keeper Keaton Smith 
with about 10 minutes remaining 
in the second half for the winning 
goal.

The match was highlighted by 
very competitive play by both 
teams. Gunn had the stronger first 
half with the wind to its back. While 
the Titans had more shots on goal, 
most were from far out and off the 

midfield, and calmly slotted it low 
right past the goalkeeper. In the 15th 
minute, Emily Colvin sent a beauti-
ful cross to Mosbacher, who flicked 
it to Martha Harding for the finish 
and a 2-0 lead. Mercy’s Julia Land-
holt placed a perfect free kick in the 
22nd minute for Mercy’s only goal.

Castilleja took a 2-1 lead into the 
second half before Colvin’s corner 
kick in the 47th minute was played 
out of the air by Mosbacher and into 
the lower left corner for a 3-1 match. 
In the 63rd minute, Colvin sent a 
laser from just outside the 18-yard 
marker to the upper right corner to 
give the Gators’ their final tally. 

In a showdown between the 
WBAL’s No. 2 (Priory) and No. 3 
(Menlo) teams from last season, the 
two squads battled to a scoreless 
draw on Tuesday in Atherton.

“Though it was a draw, each team 
had scoring opportunities,” said 
Menlo coach Donoson FitzGerald, 
who felt his team should have won.

“Donoson, I hear, feels they 
should have won,” said Priory coach 
Armando del Rio. “But, honestly, I 
do not see that. they did hit the cross-
bar twice, but they were lucky ‘Hail 
Mary’s’ from outside of the box. 
But, it is soccer; you must score and 
prevent goals from being scored. All 
the rest are minor details.”

After starting the season 6-0-0, 
Menlo has fallen to 6-1-2 (0-0-1 in 
league). Priory is now 2-4-5 overall 
(0-0-1 in league).

Menlo seniors Nicole Fasola and 
Mila Sheeline both hit the crossbar 
in the first half. In the second half, 
senior Katie Baum just missed wide 
from about 12 yards out.

For Priory, del Rio “was not hap-
py with our style of play, as we fell 
into their physical, direct and cha-
otic style -- throwing us off of what 
we are trying to do. However, I am 
happy with the work-ethic, and it is 
favorable for us to get a point away.

Speaking of coming to play, Men-
lo-Atherton did just that on Tuesday 
and came away with a big 2-0 PAL 
Bay Division victory at Carlmont. 
The Bears improved to 2-1 in league 
(6-2-1 overall).

Mallory Stevens gave the Bears 
a 1-0 lead in the 31st minute after 
teammate Gilliam Collom booted a 
Carlmont goal kick back toward the 
Scots’ goal, where Stevens convert-
ed. Sophomore Jennifer Kirst pro-
vided the clincher late in the match 
off a pass from Lindsay Keare. Ju-
nior sweeper Tess Cain and fresh-
man keeper Caitlyn Lanigan (along 
with senior goalie Brigid McCurdy 
in the first half) helped anchored the 
Bears’ defense.

In the SCVAL De Anza Division, 
Palo Alto senior Erika Hoglund 
scored two goals in a 2-0 victory 
over visiting Gunn. Hoglund tallied 
the eventual winning goal in the 
first half off the first of two assists 
from fellow senior Kelly Jenks. The 
goal came from the top right side 
of the penalty area, starting with 
a five-yard pass from Hoglund to 
Jenks, who controlled it while Ho-
glund continued her run across the 
penalty spot. She one-timed Jenks’ 
rolling feed with her left foot past 
the keeper.

In the second half, things got 
rolling in the 75-minute mark off a 
soaring cross from Kaitlyn Patter-
son on the right sideline to Jenks, 
who volleyed off the crossbar, with 
Hoglund finishing it low into the 
net. Palo Alto (1-1, 4-3-1) outshot 
Gunn (0-3, 2-5-1) by 12-6. 

mark. The second half swung over 
to Paly’s favor as the Vikings gained 
the wind advantage. Paly had sev-
eral opportunities to score but was 
stopped by the nice defensive plays 
by Gunn’s Smith in goal.

Hoglund beat the Gunn defense 
several times, which led to several 

one-on-ones. While Smith broke up 
the first two, Hoglund put the third 
one away to win the match. Paly had 
to hold on as Gunn responded with 
five minutes of a frenzied attack, in-
cluding a set play that was trapped 
up against the cross bar for a mo-
ment by Paly’s keeper Scott Alex-
ander. It fell to the ground and was 
cleared by Mark Raftrey. Alexander 
had several nice saves in the waning 
minutes.

Nittai Malchin, Peter Laminette 
and Raftrey did a nice job of thwart-
ing Gunn’s attack.

Elsewhere this week:
It was only a year ago that Sacred 

Heart Prep started the season by los-
ing its first four matches. The Ga-
tors wound up losing eight the en-
tire season, including two to King’s 
Academy in league play.

Sacred Heart Prep is off to a much 
better start this season and already 
has avenged one of those losses to 
King’s, thanks to a 3-1 triumph on 
Wednesday in Sunnyvale. The Ga-
tors, in fact, used that triumph to 
grab control of the West Bay Ath-
letic League race, improving to 
5-0 in league for 15 points. Sacred 
Heart holds a solid five-point lead 
over both Eastside Prep (3-1-1) and 
Menlo (3-1-1) heading into a big 
match Friday against visiting Menlo 
at 3 p.m.

Sacred Heart Prep (7-3 overall) 
struck quickly as freshman Joseph 
Bolous took a pass from Victor 
Ojeda and converted at the 4:41 
mark of the first half. Kyle Scherba 
followed some 22 minutes later on 
a penalty kick. SHP made it a 3-0 
match when Jack Odell found An-
drew Liotta, who scored at the 46-
minute mark. The Gators lost their 
shutout when King’s scored at the 
62-minute mark.

In Atherton, the WBAL race just 
got a lot more interesting as Eastside 
Prep handed host Menlo a 1-0 de-
feat. The victory moved the Panthers 
(3-1-1, 3-2-3) into a second-place tie 
with the Knights (3-1-1, 5-4-1), both 
of whom trail first-place Sacred 

Heart Prep.
Eastside Prep senior Darryl Sep-

ulveda, who during the fall was a 
standout cross-country runner, pro-
vided the winning goal in the first 
half off an assist from Javier Magana 
in the 15th minute. Menlo had its 
chances, out-shooting the visitors 
18-5. The Knights’ Vikram Padval 
hit the right post in the 11th minute 
and Dawson Williams missed a shot 
wide right a few minutes later before 
Eastside scored. Panthers’ goalie 
Manuel Chavez had eight saves, two 
big ones coming late in the second 
half to preserve the victory.

In Portola Valley, Guillermo Ta-
lancon and Evan Filipczyk each 
scored two goals and provided an 
assist to spark Priory to a 9-0 romp 
over visiting Pinewood in a WBAL 
match on Wednesday. Priory im-
proved to 2-3 in league (2-5 over-
all) while Pinewood fell to 0-4-1 
(0-7-1).

Girls’ soccer
Defending champion Sacred Heart 

Prep opened its WBAL (Foothill 
Division) season with a 5-0 victory 
over host Notre Dame-San Jose on 
Tuesday.

The Gators (1-0 (7-3-1) grabbed a 
3-0 halftime lead on goals by Lizzy 
Weisman, Gianna Capovilla and 
Francesca Surraco. Abby Dahlkem-
per assisted on the first and third 
goals while Sophia Abuel-Saud 
assisted on the second tally. Dahl-
kemper added to the scoring in the 
second half with a goal in the 42nd 
minute with an assist from Surraco. 
Capovilla closed the scoring in the 
60th minute with an assist from 
Kendall Jager. The Gators will host 
Priory on Thursday (3 p.m.) in an 
important WBAL match.

In Palo Alto, Castilleja opened its 
WBAL (Foothill Division) season 
with a solid 4-1 victory over visiting 
Mercy-Burlingame at the Mayfield 
Soccer Complex on Tuesday.

The Gators (1-0, 4-2) took the 
lead in the 12th minute when Em-
ily Mosbacher carried the ball from 
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“We’re pretty deep and it will come down to who 
plays better at 4, 5 and 6,” Whitlinger said. “We need 
strength down there.”

Both teams participate in tournaments this weekend. 
Dual-match play opens the following week with the 
men hosting Sacramento State at 1 p.m. on Jan. 23. The 
women host Hawaii on Jan. 27.

It’s been 10 years since the Stanford men won their 
18th NCAA team title, but after last year’s 20-6 record 
and reaching the Round of 16 at the NCAA tournament, 
the expectations are higher this year.

“We felt we were one of the top five teams in the 
country last year,” Whitlinger said. “We ran into a hot 
USC team (seeded eighth) in the Round of 16 that went 
on to win it all. There are at least 12 teams which can 
win the national title. There is just so much more depth 
than there was 10 years ago.”

The ninth-ranked Cardinal features the past two na-
tional Newcomers of the Year.

Wire, a career 10-4 playing No. 1 singles and 36-19 at 
other spots, hopes to help end the long drought. He’s a 
former all-Pac-10 pick and ITA regional singles cham-
pion.

Clayton owns a 26-11 mark playing at the No. 1 spot. 
He’s been named first team all-Pac-10 and an All-Amer-
ican the past two years. He reached the semifinals of the 
NCAA tournament as a freshman and was named ITA 
National Rookie of the Year as a result.

Senior Paul Morrissey and juniors Greg Hirshman 
and Ted Kelly add depth to the lineup. Hirshman owns 
a career mark of 36-21, including a 23-11 record in dual 
meets.

Klahn is the reigning ITA National Rookie of the Year 
after winning both the Pac-10 singles and doubles cham-
pionships and 35 of his 44 matches. He was 20-5 in dual 
matches, including a 7-1 mark playing No. 1 singles.

Sophomores Ryan Thatcher and Sacred Heart Prep 
grad Jamie Hutter are part of Stanford’s deepest team 
in years. Thatcher joined Klahn as the conference’s 
doubles champion.

Freshmen Denis Lin, Walker Kehrer and Matt Kan-
dath have known each other, played with or against one 
another, for a number of years on the junior circuit. With 
Samuel Ecker, Wisconsin’s third-ranked player, many 
observers feel this was the top recruiting class in the 
nation.

The men are at the Sherwood Cup in Thousand Oaks 
beginning Friday.

For the women, Lindsay Burdette is the lone senior. 
She’ll be joined by her sister Mallory, a freshman. Ex-
cept for a brief one-year interruption, there has been a 
Burdette playing tennis for Stanford since 2002, when 
Erin came to school.

Erin, though, is the only Burdette to play on a national 
championship team. Lindsay and Mallory both hope to 
make it a trifecta in the family this season.

The 13th-ranked Cardinal (19-5 last year) has a pres-
tigious home record that defies description. Stanford 
is actually 203-1 at the Taube Tennis Center since the 
beginning of the 1996 season.

Three Pac-10 teams — No. 3 California, No. 9 USC 
and No. 12 UCLA — are currently ranked ahead of 
Stanford.

Three Stanford players are ranked nationally in sin-
gles, including two in the top 20. Mallory Burdette is 
at No. 16, two spots ahead of junior Hilary Barte, the 
team’s No. 1 singles player the past two years, at No. 18. 
Junior Carolyn McVeigh is No. 78.

Barte holds a gaudy 41-2 record at No. 1 singles and 
is 44-5 in dual meets (65-14 overall). The four-time All-
American (two in each singles and doubles) was last 
year’s Pac-10 Player of the Year.

Junior Jennifer Yen (24-15), and sophomores Logan 
Hansen (11-10) and Veronica Li (19-11) all own winning 
records in singles.

Stacey Tan and Natalie Dillon join Mallory Burdette 
as the top rated recruiting class by tennisrecruiting.net.

The women’s team sends teams to the Freeman Invi-
tational in Las Vegas, and the NCTC Classic in Indian 
Wells. 

Stanford tennis
(continued from page 34)

Stanford junior Hilary Barte is the reigning Pac-10 
Player of the Year.

City of Palo Alto

ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that a Draft Mitigated Negative 
Declaration has been prepared by the Palo Alto Department of 
Planning and Community Environment for the project listed below.  
This document will be available for review and comment during a 
minimum 30-day inspection period beginning January 20, 2010 
through February 18, 2010 during the hours of 8:00 A.M. to 
12:00 noon and 1:00 P.M. to 4:00 P.M. at the Development Center, 
285 Hamilton Avenue, Palo Alto, California.

2500 Embarcadero Road (09PLN-00224): Request by Save 
the Bay, on behalf of the City of Palo Alto, for Site and Design 
Review for the construction of a new 560 square foot greenhouse 
and a 625 square foot shed (replacing the existing 400 square foot 
shed) adjacent to the existing Duck Pond. The project involves the 
minimal removal of vegetation to accommodate the new structures; 
existing trees are not impacted.

Curtis Williams, Director of Planning and  
Community Environment

In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, 
listening assistive devices are available in the Council Chambers 
and Council Conference Room.  Sign language interpreters will be 
provided upon request with 72 hours advance notice.

NOTICE OF VACANCY ON THE PLANNING AND 
TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION

FOR ONE UNEXPIRED FOUR 
YEAR TERM ENDING JULY 31, 2012

(Term of Holman)

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the City Council is 
seeking applications for the Planning and Transportation 
Commission from persons interested in serving in one 
unexpired four year term ending July 31, 2012.

Eligibility Requirements: Composed of seven members 
who are not Council Members, officers, or employees of 
the City, and who are residents of the City of Palo Alto.  
Regular meetings are at 7:00 p.m. on the second and 
last Wednesday of each month.

Duties:  The Planning and Transportation Commission‘s 
primary duties include: a) Preparing and making 
recommendations to the City Council on the City‘s 
Comprehensive Plan regarding development, public 
facilities, and transportation in Palo Alto; b) Considering 
and making recommendations to the City Council on 
zoning map and zoning ordinance changes; c) Reviewing 
and making recommendations to the City Council on 
subdivisions and appeals on variances and use permits; 
and d) Considering other policies and programs affecting 
development and land use in Palo Alto for final City 
Council action.

Application forms and appointment information are 
available in the City Clerk‘s Office, 250 Hamilton Avenue, 
Palo Alto (650) 329-2571 or may be obtained on the 
website at http://www.cityofpaloalto.org.  

Deadline for receipt of applications in the City Clerk‘s 
Office is 5:30 p.m., January 27, 2010.

 DONNA J. GRIDER
 City Clerk

MEMBERS MUST BE PALO ALTO RESIDENTS. 
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No more rebuilding for Stanford men’s volleyball
as Cardinal opens season with eye on Final Four

by Rick Eymer

S tanford men’s volleyball coach 
John Kosty has been around 
the program long enough to 

remember the glory days. He was 
an assistant coach when the Car-
dinal finished as the national run-
nerup in 1993 and was on the bench 
again when Stanford won it all in 
1997.

Kosty thinks better days are ahead 
after the Cardinal, ranked third na-
tionally in a preseason poll, finished 
21-11 last year. Stanford won more 
matches than in any season since 
1997, earned its highest season-
ending ranking (No. 6) since 2003, 
had two first-team All-Americans 
for the first time since 1993, and in-
creased its victory total by 18 over 
just two seasons.

The Cardinal lost to USC in 
five sets, in the first round of the 
Mountain Pacific Sports Federation 

tournament, and then watched the 
Trojans reach the national final — 
helping fuel Stanford’s competitive 
fires for this year.

The journey begins Friday with a 
7 p.m. home match against Hawaii 
in Maples Pavilion. The same two 
teams meet again at the same time 
and place on Saturday.

Kosty calls it the end of the re-
building era and the beginning of 
becoming a perennial national 
title contender. It’s as good a sea-
son to start as any, especially with 
the NCAA Final Four being held 
at Stanford this season for the first 
time ever.

“The ‘era’ is getting back to na-
tional prominence,” Kosty said. 
“This senior class has put us back in 
the national picture and the classes 
from here on out have the ability to 
stay there. Itís their obligation to 
uphold what the senior class has ac-

complished and continue it on.”
First-team All-American setter 

Kawika Shoji and opposite hitter 
Evan Romero, the Cardinal’s all-
time kills leader in the rally-scoring 
era, headline a group of five seniors 
that also includes starting middle 
blocker Garrett Werner, and reserve 
hitters Jason Palacios and Ed How-
ell, who witnessed humble begin-
nings in a 3-25 season during their 
freshmen year. They are 38-22 over 
the past two years.

The Cardinal often started three 
freshmen and a sophomore last 
year: Erik Shoji is better by all ac-
counts and junior Spencer McLach-
lin, sophomores Brad Lawson and 
Gus Ellis each have another year of 
experience.

“Everybody understands the 
game a little bit more now,” Kosty 

(continued on page 40)
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before Harvey’s injury. She’s back 
now to give the Panthers a solid 
one-two punch until Burse returns. 
There’s also scrappy 5-foot-1 junior 
guard Leanne Martin, 5-6 junior 
Ausjerae Holland, and 6-foot fresh-
man Hashima Carothers, plus the 
aforementioned Cunningham, a 
sophomore. That’s it.

And that was enough on Tues-
day as Anderson made four three-
pointers and finished with 16 points 
and 12 rebounds. Harvey scored 12 
of her 13 points in the first half as 
the Panthers raced to a 26-8 lead. 
Carothers pulled down 14 rebounds 
and scored eight big points and 
Martin contributed a basket to the 
monumental victory.

“It was a great high school game,” 
Blythe said. “You want to be chal-
lenged.”

For a while, it appeared that East-
side Prep would not be challenged. 
Pinewood, which reached the CIF 
Division V state finals last season 
but still has three starters sidelined 
by ACL injuries, couldn’t buy (or 
make) a shot in the first quarter. 
Pinewood had only two points via 
free throws by junior Hailie Eack-
les. She added two baskets in the 
second quarter, scoring all eight of 
her team’s points.

When Eastside Prep opened the 
second half with Holland and An-
derson hitting three-pointers and 
Holland adding another basket, it 
was 34-8. Pinewood came alive at 
that point and outscored Eastside, 
30-12, the rest of the way but the 
damage had been done.

Pinewood trimmed its deficit 
to just eight points (44-36) when 
Kelsey Morehead scored and was 
fouled. She made the free throw and 
the Panthers had a flicker of hope 
with 2:14 left to play. Carothers, 
however, took a pass from Harvey, 
one of her seven assists, and scored 

with 1:47 left to play to make it a 46-
36 game. That put the game out of 
reach for Pinewood, despite Eack-
les’ final basket and game-high 21 
points.

“They outplayed us,” said Pin-
ewood coach Doc Scheppler. “We 
struggled with our emotions — a big 
game, hadn’t played in two weeks, 
and not getting off to a good start. 
I thought the difference was con-
fidence; you have to believe your 
shots are going in.”

After an awful shooting display in 
the first half, Pinewood warmed up 
and finished 13 of 43 (30 percent), 
which included 4-of- 21 from three-
point range.

Scheppler believed another factor 
was motivation, that Eastside Prep 
wanted to avenge an early season 
loss (44-43) in the Notre Dame-
Belmont tournament along with 
two losses to Pinewood last season 
in league play — one that was an 
embarrassment with Harvey and 
Anderson gone.

“They were motivated to play,” 
Scheppler said of Eastside’s play-
ers. “They out-fought us on a lot of 
plays. Eastside’s aggressive defense 
hurt the quality of our shots . . . I 
was proud of how we played (in ral-
lying), but the mistakes we made 
were uncharacteristic. Fortunately 

for us, we get to match up with them 
(at least) a couple of more times.”

Scheppler is hoping to get back 
one of his three injured players, 
5-10 junior Jenna McLoughlin, in 
the next 2-3 weeks. Senior Rachel 
Marty and junior Caitlin Ciardella, 
however, are done for the season 
with their ACL injuries.

That pretty much levels the play-
ing field for the WBAL season. 
Pinewood has to travel to Castilleja 
on Friday (6:30 p.m.) just hoping to 
get a split in its opening week of the 
season. That’s something Scheppler 
never has been concerned with be-
fore.

Eastside Prep, meanwhile, re-
turns to action Friday against vis-
iting Mercy-San Francisco (6:30 
p.m.) before visiting Castilleja next 
Tuesday (6 p.m.) and in another 
early season showdown of WBAL 
contenders.

It’s going to be that way week in 
and out.

Castilleja also had to shake off 
some rustiness from a holiday lay-
off, but did so in a 50-23 win over 
host Sacred Heart Prep on Tuesday.

Neither team scored in the open-
ing 3:45 before a Sacred Heart Prep 
free throw broke the ice. The teams 
also combined to miss their first 14 
shots from the field en route to a 
combined nine first-quarter points. 
Castilleja finally pulled its game to-
gether in the second as it went on a 
17-0 run to bury the homestanding 
Gators.

Sacred Heart got to within 11 by 
the end of the half, but Castilleja 
continued its strong play on defense 
by forcing a season-high 24 steals 
to spark its fast break. Senior Eve 
Zelinger (game-high 15 points, 
two blocks), the WBAL’s all-time 
leading scorer, tied her own school 
record with nine steals, while se-
nior Tayo Amos (seven points, six 
rebounds, three assists) and sopho-
more Riya Modi (10 points, game-

Look for rules and entry form 
starting Friday, January 29
in the Palo Alto Weekly or 

online at www.PaloAltoOnline.com

19th Annual Photo Contest
Coming Soon!

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, pursuant to California Water Code section 

10910, that the City Council of the City of Palo Alto will hold a Pub-

lic Hearing at its regularly scheduled meeting on Monday, February 1, 

2010 at 7:00 p.m., or as near thereafter in the Council Chambers, City 

Hall, 250 Hamilton Avenue, Palo Alto, California.  The Public Hearing will 

be held to consider approval of the Water Supply Assessment for the 

Stanford Medical Center Facilities Renewal and Replacement Project.  

Copies of the Water Supply Assessment for this project are available 

in the City Clerk’s Office, 7th Floor, 250 Hamilton Avenue, Palo Alto, 

California.

    DONNA J. GRIDER, MMC

                                                                                      City Clerk

CITY OF PALO ALTO
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

NOTICE OF A SPECIAL PUBLIC MEETING
of the Palo Alto

Planning & Transportation Commision

Please be advised the Planning and Transportation Commission 
(P&TC) shall conduct a special meeting at 6:00 PM and the 

regular meeting at 7:00 PM, Wednesday, January 27, 2010 in 
the Civic Center, Council Chambers, 1st Floor, 250 Hamilton Av-
enue, Palo Alto, California.  Any interested persons may appear 
and be heard on these items.

Staff reports for agendized items are available via the City’s main 
website at www.cityofpaloalto.org. and also at the Planning Division 
Front Desk, 5th Floor, City Hall, after 2:00 PM on the Friday preced-
ing the meeting date.  Copies will be made available at the Develop-
ment Center should City Hall be closed on the 9/80 Friday.

AT 6:00 PM 

NEW BUSINESS.
Study Session:

1. Status Report on High Speed Rail.

AT 7:00 PM

NEW BUSINESS.
Study Session:

2.  Review of Community Services and Facilities Element 
Programs and Policies for the Comprehensive Plan 

Reports of Offi cials

3.  Single Story Overlay Proposal for the Fairmeadow 
Neighborhood.

NEXT MEETING: Regular Meeting of February 10, 2010

Questions.  Any questions regarding the above applications, 
please contact the Planning Department at (650) 329-2440.  The 
fi les relating to these items are available for inspection weekdays 
between the hours of 8:00 AM to 5:00 PM.  This public meeting is 
televised live on Government Access Channel 26.

ADA.  The City of Palo Alto does not discriminate against individuals 
with disabilities.  To request accommodations to access City facili-
ties, services or programs, to participate at public meetings, or to 
learn more about the City’s compliance with the Americans with Dis-
abilities Act of 1990 (ADA), please contact the City’s ADA Coordina-
tor at 650.329.2550 (voice) or by e-mailing ada@cityofpaloalto.org

***

Curtis Williams, Director of Planning and 

Community Environment

Eastside Prep’s Felicia Anderson (on floor) and Pinewood’s Hailie Eackles battle for a loose ball during Tues-
day’s WBAL Foothill Division opener won by Prep, 46-38, to snap Pinewood’s 149-game league win streak.

Keith Peters

Girls’ basketball
(continued from page 34)

(continued on page 38)

Eastside’s Hashima Carothers (44) 
had 14 rebounds and eight points.

Keith Peters
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ATHLETES OF THE WEEK

Drew Edelman*
Menlo basketball

Whitney Hooper
Menlo basketball

Tennyson Jellins
Menlo-Atherton basketball

Emilee Osagiede
Palo Alto basketball

Emma Paye
Menlo basketball

Jessica Tuliau
Menlo-Atherton basketball

AJ Castillo
Palo Alto wrestling

Timmy Costa
Menlo soccer

Sterling Hancock
Gunn soccer

Reed McConnell
Sacred Heart Prep basketball

Matt Walter
Sacred Heart Prep soccer

Lowry Yankwich
Menlo soccer

Honorable mention 

Katerina Peterson
Palo Alto High

The junior forward scored 16 
points and grabbed 12 re-
bounds in a 51-45 overtime 
basketball win over Wilcox 
and added seven points and 
13 rebounds in another vic-
tory as the Vikings opened 
their league season 2-0.

Colin Terndrup
Sacred Heart Prep

The junior guard had his 
best basketball week of the 
season with 28 points, 10 
rebounds and 14 assists 
in two important victories 
as the Gators continued to 
improve while moving into a 
first-place tie in the WBAL.

* previous winner

To see video interviews of the Athletes of the Week, go to www.PASportsOnline.com

high five assists, five rebounds) each 
recorded career highs of six and 
five thefts, respectively. Castilleja 
junior Natasha von Kaeppler posted 
a double-double with 11 points and 
a game-high 10 rebounds days after 
returning from China on a school 
trip.

Also in Atherton, the Menlo girls 
won their first-ever WBAL Foothill 
Division game with a 49-31 triumph 
over previously unbeaten Mercy-San 
Francisco (0-1, 13-1) as the Knights 
(1-0, 9-4) overcame an early 10-3 
deficit. At that point, Menlo went 
on a tear and took a 21-17 halftime 
lead. The Knights held the visitors 
to just 14 second-half points.

Menlo freshman post Drew Edel-
man used her 6-foot-2 height well 
to score 19 points and grab 13 re-
bounds for her 13th double-double 
this season. Junior guard Emma 
Paye added 10 points and 10 re-
bounds as the Knights avenged last 
season’s Central Coast Section play-
off loss to Mercy.

In the SCVAL De Anza Divi-
sion, host Gunn (1-2, 4-6) snapped 
a three-game losing streak while 

winning its first division game, 56-
43, over Saratoga on Tuesday.

Senior Rachael Clark led Gunn 
with 18 points and 10 rebounds 
while sophomore Cat Perez added 
11 points, seven rebounds and four 
steals. Freshman point guard Claire 
Klausner added eight points, three 
rebounds and three steals.

In a PAL Bay Division opener, 
Menlo-Atherton (0-1, 5-10) let an 
eight-point lead in the third quarter 
slip away as the Bears suffered a 57-
52 loss to host Mills on Tuesday.

“We still had a four-point lead in 
the fourth quarter,” said M-A coach 
Pam Wimberly, “but they tied it and 
then we only got maybe six points 
the rest of the game.”

Wimberly believed her sopho-
more guards, Alex Flowers and 
Melodie Turner, just wilted under 
the late-game fullcourt pressure ap-
plied by Mills that resulted in the 
Bears turning the ball over six times 
in the final quarter.

“We played well for 27 minutes, 
but we panicked at the end,” Wim-
berly said.

Jessica Tuliau led the Bears again 
with 22 points, giving her 72 in the 
past three games. Turner contribut-
ed 14 points while sophomore Ten-
nyson Jellins added 12. 

Girls’ basketball
(continued from page 37)

P087075  11/08 State Farm – Bloomington, IL statefarm.com®

I’M THERE™

Know your

neighbor?
Jeri Fink, Agent
Insurance Lic. #: 0590896
2225 El Camino Real
Palo Alto, CA 94306
Bus: 650-812-2700
www.jerifink.net

How 
To 

Clinics

Sign up 
to reserve 
your seat

GOT
WRINKLES?

The Aesthetics Research Center is participating in 
a research study for crow’s feet and forehead lines.

Looking for women, age 30-70, 
with slight to deep wrinkles.

The Aesthetics Research Center

Please Contact Stephanie for more information:

800.442.0989 or research@aestheticsresearchcenter.com

Today’s news, sports 
& hot picks

Sign up today
www.PaloAltoOnline.com

Fresh news 

delivered 

daily
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STANFORD BASKETBALL

Washington is no pushover
this time for Cardinal women
Stanford men hoping to ride momentum of weekend sweep

by Rick Eymer

T he last time Stanford hosted 
Washington in a women’s 
basketball game was a record-

setter; good for the second-ranked 
Cardinal. It was not-so-good for the 
Huskies, who were 
on the wrong side 
of the most lopsided 
score (112-35) in Pac-
10 history.

Don’t expect 
anything like that 
happening again 
Saturday when the 
resurgent Lady Hus-
kies come to Maples 
Pavilion for a 2 p.m. 
tipoff with dreams of 
revenge and upsets.

Stanford (3-0, 13-1) 
should be heavily fa-
vored in the contest, 
but this won’t be some fast break 
in the wilderness. Washington (3-1, 
8-6) and Oregon (3-0, 12-3) are on 
the fast track to being among the 
most-improved teams in the nation.

Senior Sami Whitcomb leads 
the rejuvenated Huskies (who al-
ready have matched their win totals 
form last year) with 14 points, 6.0 
rebounds and 2.6 assists a game. 
She’s also the most accurate free 
throw shooter in the Pac-10 with a 
91.7 percent success rate.

After losing to Oregon, the Hus-
kies are on a three-game winning 
streak entering their game at Cali-
fornia on Thursday night.

Stanford had won four in a row 
heading into its Thursday game 
against Washington State, and last 
weekend received a wake-up call for 
the Cardinal after barely escaping 
with a 65-61 win over host UCLA 
on Sunday. Senior guard Roz Gold-
Onwude scored 18 points and made 
two free throws in the final seconds 
for the winning margin.

The Cardinal beat USC, 82-62, 
before its encounter with the Bruins, 
which resulted in the second fewest 
points of the season.

“We learned that we have a lot of 
competition in the Pac-10,” Stanford 
guard Jeanette Pohlen said after the 
UCLA contest.

Entering the third week of the 
conference season, Stanford and Or-
egon share the top spot while USC, 
UCLA and Washington are within 
a half-game.

Stanford sophomore Nnemkadi 
Ogwumike leads 
the team with her 
19.1 points and 9.6 
rebounds per game. 
Junior forward Kayla 
Pedersen is at 17.6 
points and 9.2 re-
bounds while senior 
Jayne Appel averages 
13.1 points and 9.4 re-
bounds.

The Cardinal owns 
a seven-game win-
ning streak over 
Washington and has 
beaten the Huskies 
10 in a row at Maples 

Pavilion.

Men’s basketball
Just as Stanford was left for dead 

at the beginning of the season, so 
too was Jeremy Green and his ap-
parent legal problems.

Sorry, but the reports of Stan-
ford’s and Green’s demise have been 
exaggerated. You don’t hear much 
these days about the loss of highly-
regarded freshman Andy Brown to 
an ACL injury, or junior Josh Ow-
ens’ medical bout that has left his 
future in doubt.

The incident that required a police 
report to be filed on Green seems 
so far in the past that it may as well 
have happened in another lifetime.

Stanford coach Johnny Dawkins 
has his team looking ahead, and his 
post players -- despite losing the 6-8 
Brown and 6-8 Owens — are begin-
ning to do more than fill space on 
the court.

The Cardinal continues confer-
ence play Saturday with a 2 p.m. 
game at Washington State. Green, 
who returned to the team after 
serving a suspension, seems to have 
more difficulty staying out of the 
training room than anything else.

“He had a major setback but he’s 

(continued on page 40)

Nnemkadi Ogwumike

PERFORMING ARTS SEASON

Bay Area debut of celebrated  
choreographer Wheeldon’s “dream  
ballet troupe” (The New York Times) 
with live music. 

West Coast premiere of  
collaborative composition A Chinese 
Home, directed by Chen Shi-Zheng  
(The Bonesetter’s Daughter); plus  
Tan Dun’s Ghost Opera. 

880 Santa Cruz Ave
Menlo Park

(at University Drive)

(650) 329-8888

790 Castro St 
Mountain View

(1 block from  
El Camino)

(650) 961-6666

“THE BEST 
PIZZA WEST  

OF NEW YORK”
—Ralph Barbieri  

KNBR 680

FREE
DELIVERY
(with min. order)

Multimedia Advertising 
Sales Representatives
Embarcadero Media is a 
multimedia company with 
websites, email news digests 
(Express) and community 
newspapers on the Peninsula, 
in the East Bay and in Marin. 

We are the leader in community 
news and local advertising 
solutions in the markets we serve. 
More residents in our communities 
turn to our websites, email news 
digests and print media as the 
primary choice for local news and 
information. 

We are looking for aggressive, 
sophisticated Outside Sales 
Representatives for our Real 
Estate and Retail Sales Teams. 
Experience in online, electronic, 
and print media sales is a plus, 
but not required. Familiarity with 
the advertising industry and selling 
solutions to local and regional 
businesses is a huge plus. 

We offer salary, 
commission, 
bonus plan, health 
benefi ts, paid time off 
and an environment where 
success and achievement is 
rewarded. 

Most importantly, the successful 
candidate must have a drive to be 
a top performer and enjoy working 
with clients who are looking to our 
company to provide them with cost 
effective and effi cient advertising 
solutions. Consultative selling 
approaches are key to success 
in this position. 

If you have the passion to achieve 
great success in your career 
and believe you can contribute 
signifi cantly to our leadership 
position in the market, please send 
your resume and a brief summary 
as to why you believe you are the 
right candidate for this outstanding 
opportunity. 

Qualifi ed candidates will be 
contacted for an interview. 

NO PHONE CALLS PLEASE. 
Please submit your resume and 
cover letter to:

Walter Kupiec, Vice President Sales 
and Marketing

wkupiec@embarcaderopublishing.com

450 Cambridge Avenue  |  Palo Alto, CA 94306  |  650.326.8210
PaloAltoOnline.com  |  TheAlmanacOnline.com  |  MountainViewOnline.com

A pitch for our team.
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Sports

said. They’re seasoned veterans, 
they make better decisions. It’s just 
a different team.”

With the return of redshirts Gar-
rett Dobbs and Charley Henrikson 
on the front line, plus the added ex-
perience of sophomore setter Evan 
Barry, Stanford has even more op-
tions. Freshman Chandler Kaaa, 
one of seven Hawaiians on the ros-
ter, provides depth at setter.

Palacios has worked himself 
into the mix behind Lawson and 
McLachlin at outside hitter, and 
junior Ian Connolly is an explosive 
jumper. Sophomore Dylan Kordic 
was limited by ankle injuries last 
year and is now is fully healthy; 
freshman Jake Kneller is a true 
competitor who hits with velocity; 
sophomore Jake Vandermeer, in a 
Cinderella story, made the team af-
ter playing at the club level last year; 
and freshman Myles Muagututia is a 
highly-regarded recruit who is bal-
ancing football and volleyball.

Junior Jordan Inafuku (libero) and 
Max Halvorson (middle blocker) 
will also be counted upon.

Following a trip to Provo for a 
two-match with BYU on Jan 22-
23, Stanford plays 10 of its next 13 
matches at home. 

Volleyball
(continued from page 36)

been able to focus and grow from 
the experience,” Cardinal coach 
Johnny Dawkins said on Tuesday. 
“Those are the kinds of situations 
where you learn a lot and determine 
what is important to you. For Jer-
emy, that’s school and athletics.”

Green scored a career-high 30 
points in Stanford’s 70-59 victory 
over UCLA at Maples Pavilion 
on Saturday. He added 17 in last 
Wednesday’s 54-53 win over USC.

After averaging 16.2 points 
through his first 12 games, Green 
has exploded in Pac-10 play, scor-
ing at a 23.3 pace in helping the 
Cardinal (2-1, 8-7) to a share of first 
place entering Thursday’s game at 
Washington. And that’s with a sore 
right wrist and pulled muscle under 
his rib cage.

The wrist injury occurred during 
Stanford’s 70-62 loss at Northwest-
ern last Dec. 19. The sore ribs were 
courtesy of a poke from someone 
during a rebounding tussle against 
USC last Wednesday.

“He has battled a lot of injuries 
and got off to a slow start,” Dawkins 
said. “But he stayed with it and has 
been able to continue to get better.”

Landry Fields, the Cardinal’s 
overall scoring (22.3) and rebound-
ing (8.9) leader, has seen his field-
goal percentage drop to .464 after 
shooting below 40 percent over the 
first three conference contests.

Fields had a solid second half 
against the Bruins, though, and he 
could be coming out of his slump.

“Landry has carried a load for us 
and taken on that responsibility,” 
Dawkins said. “It’s good to see other 
guys emerge and contribute. I’d still 
like to see more guys get involved. 
The more games we’ve had under 
our belts, the better our bigger guys 
have been playing.” 

Basketball
(continued from page 39)

JOIN NOW!

650.265.2040 1625 N. Shoreline Blvd., Mtn. View 

ENROLLMENT$2O.1O 

Offers:

ARBOR 
FREE CLINIC

Stanford Hospital & Clinics thanks the  

50 Stanford physicians and 65 medical students 

per quarter who volunteer at Arbor Free Clinic 

for their commitment to community service. 

The Arbor Free Clinic fills an important role in 

our community by providing health services and 

medications free of charge to uninsured patients  

in San Mateo and Santa Clara Counties.

Patients are accepted on a walk-in basis every 

Sunday from 10 am – 2 pm. The Clinic is located 

at the VA Palo Alto Health Care System, Menlo 

Park Division. For more information, visit  

http://arbor.stanford.edu 

Visit us at: http://stanfordmedicine.org

STANFORD  
HOSPITAL  
IN THE  
COMMUNITY
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