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Upfront

Local news, information and analysis

Revenues falling, Palo Alto prepares for cuts, layoffs
Sales, hotel, property-transfer
taxes continue to slip
by Gennady Sheyner

D

windling revenues and stalled
labor negotiations may force
the City of Palo Alto to shelve
its emergency-preparation program,

eliminate police-department traffic
teams and contract out maintenance
for its parks and golf course, city
officials said Monday night.

The grim news about the city’s
latest budget figures and its options
for closing a structural $10 million
deficit was discussed at Monday
night’s City Council meeting, at
which council members and staff
warned that the ongoing recession
would soon force Palo Alto to start
eliminating programs and services.

City Manager James Keene told
the council that though the national recession may be coming to an
end, the city’s precarious financial
situation has not improved. Earlier
in the year, Keene and the council
grappled with a budget deficit of
$10 million, but ultimately managed to close the gap through de-

ferred contributions to the capitalimprovements program, cost-cutting
within departments and eliminating
already-vacant positions.
A new staff report showed hoteland sales-tax revenues continuing
to slip. Sales-tax revenues in fiscal
(continued on page 6)

CITY HALL

Utilities
commission
may get new
power
Palo Alto considers giving
advisory commission scope
over green issues, fiber
network
by Gennady Sheyner

A

Veronica Weber

Nobel Prize-winning Geneticist Mario Capecchi talks with Beechwood School students Oct. 1.

EDUCATION

‘Knockout mice’ and the
school of hard knocks
Nobelist visits with students
from East Palo Alto, East Menlo Park
by Chris Kenrick

A

Nobel Prize-winning geneticist stopped by to visit
with fifth- through eighthgraders from East Palo Alto and
East Menlo Park last week.
Major topics were “knockout
genetics,” the work for which Mario Capecchi, the 2007 Nobelist in
Physiology or Medicine, is known
— as well as the school of hard
knocks, with which both Capecchi and students at Menlo Park’s
Beechwood School are familiar.
The Italian-born Capecchi, now

a professor and laboratory director at the University of Utah, lived
for four years as a street child in
Northern Italy during World War
II, stealing food to survive.
Students at the private Beechwood School — all of whom are
on virtually full scholarships —
live in East Palo Alto and East
Menlo Park, neighborhoods where
the public high-school graduation
rate hovers around 25 percent.
“A child is extremely resilient,”
Capecchi told the Beechwood stu-

dents about living as a street child
from age 4-and-a-half to 9. “No matter what situation you put a child in,
that’s the world. You accept whatever it is and do the best you can.
“The main thing is survival,
just making it to the next day. You
don’t question it; you simply do it.
Fortunately, I survived, and I’m
here and able to tell that story.”
Students’ questions ranged from
the importance of genetic experiments on mice to the ethical treatment of lab animals, from how to
survive on the streets to why Capecchi switched from Harvard University to the University of Utah.
Hoping for some budding scientists in the group, the Nobelist
answered each with patience and
humor.
“I’m going to try to talk you into
becoming scientists because it’s a
marvelous vocation, a marvelous
job,” he said.
“What makes science exciting is
it changes all the time. What we

worked on five years ago is completely different from what we’re
working on now and completely
different from what we’ll be working on in five years.
“You get to choose what you work
on, what you are curious about.”
Students were aware of Capecchi’s ground-breaking work with
“knockout mice,” which he explained as the ability to remove
a gene from a mouse and observe
what happens.
“We called it that because it was
something people could grasp,” he
said. “They looked on it as knocking a gene out. We named it that,
and now we’re stuck.”
Capecchi described his years as
a street child.
“What was most important was
getting food,” he said. “I had to
steal the food. Nobody was going
to give me the food. I was very
good (at stealing the food). Oth-

commission charged with
overseeing Palo Alto’s utility services could soon have
a wider scope and a fresh set of
powers.
The Utilities Advisory Commission, which currently counsels the
City Council on matters relating
to gas, electricity and water utilities, could soon oversee the city’s
fiber-optic network and have the
authority to investigate new green
initiatives for the city to pursue. A
special City Council subcommittee,
which consists of Yiaway Yeh, Pat
Burt and Sid Espinosa, is considering expanding the role of the influential commission and is scheduled
to make a formal proposal to the full
council before the end of the year.
The council acknowledged the
pivotal role of the utility commission
in July, when it expanded its membership from five to seven commissioners. The council also formed the
subcommittee at that time to clarify
the role of the expanded commission, which oversees the city’s $300
million-a-year Utilities Department
and helps the city set utility rates,
adopt reserve policies and review
new initiatives relating to gas, electricity and water use.
Yeh, who chairs the ad hoc committee, said members have met twice
and have considered creating formal
bylaws for the commission and giving the commission the power to set
its own agenda and to review environmental issues, particularly those
affecting utilities.
Yeh also said the committee wants
to put the fiber-optic network and
the wastewater-collection system
under the commission’s purview be-

(continued on page 7)
(continued on page 5)
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We’re dealing with a crisis ... and
there’s no audience.
— Jack Morton, Palo Alto vice mayor, regarding
Monday’s sparsely attended City Council meeting, at
which the city’s fiscal crisis was discussed. See story
on page 3.

Around Town

SIGNING OFF ... Street improvements have become a sore
subject in Palo Alto in the past
month, ever since the hasty removal of 63 trees on California
Avenue. So when the City Council received a proposal from the
Utilities Department to purchase
precast concrete vaults and
equipment pads for underground
electric lines, the routine request
met unusual scrutiny. Though
the council ultimately approved
the $350,000 request, several
council members wondered
whether the city should subject
these vaults and equipment
pads to a design review. “With
a little bit of thought, they could
become an asset to the street,
rather than an eyesore,” Council
member Yoriko Kishimoto said.
Councilman Pat Burt concurred
and asked whether the city’s Architectural Review Board (ARB)
— which typically comments on
new developments, plazas and
major landscape improvements
— should be asked to weigh in
on the vaults and pads (the city
has not determined where these
items would be located, though
staff said the equipment would
include both underground and
above-ground components). Vice
Mayor Jack Morton demurred
and called the proposal to seek
board input as “idiotic.” “We’re
talking about precast underground vaults and we want the
ARB to comment on whether
they’re purple, green or orange?”
Morton asked incredulously. “If
we want certain issues — like,
dare I say, trees — to be talked
about in public, that’s one thing,
but cement underground vaults?
We’re going to send them to the
ARB? That’s insane.” The council
voted 9-0 to approve the staff
request.
SPRUCING UP THE CITY ... In a
leafy city such as Palo Alto, the
absence of plants is often more
startling than their presence.
But while people focused on
California Avenue, the city added
175 new plants at Hoover Park.
The project — a collaboration of
the Palo Alto Rotary Club and
the city’s Parks Division — included the planting of 35 ferns,
25 hydrangeas, 35 red, white
and purple azaleas, 12 pink and
white rhododendrons, 50 yellow
lantanas, 12 agapanthas plus a

few others. It is the third landscape project coordinated by city
and Rotary Club officials in the
past year (the list also includes
the Menlo/Middlefield Gateway
just south of the San Francisquito
Creek and the Alma Street/El
Camino Real gateway). Ralph
Adams, president of the Rotary
Club’s board of directors, called
the Hoover landscaping project
“an outstanding public service
project that produces immediate
results.”

COACH KEENE ... Is City Manager James Keene the dapper,
wonky version of the late and
great San Francisco 49ers coach
Bill Walsh? One City Council
candidate seems to think so.
Mark Weiss, who is running a
campaign centered on public
art, compared Keene to Walsh
at Monday’s discussion of the
California Avenue streetscape
program. Weiss suggested that
council spend less time talking
about trees and argued that the
council should just let the city
manager handle the thorny issue. He compared the slew of
difficult issues Keene has had to
grapple with in his first year as
city manager to Walsh’s growing
pains in his first season as 49ers’
head coach. “I think he might be
sort of like the Bill Walsh of city
managers — the first year he
was 4-12, then he delivered three
Superbowls,” Weiss said (Walsh
actually went 2-14 in 1979, his
first year as head coach of the
49ers). Mayor Peter Drekmeier
seconded the comparison. “We
probably would have been 2-14
without Jim at the helm here,”
Drekmeier said.
BOOK PARTY... Friends of the
Palo Alto Library, a nonprofit
group that raises money for local libraries and offers strongly
worded opinions on controversial
proposals relating to library renovations, is inviting local booklovers to a free literary event on
Oct 18. That’s the day the group
will elect its new officers and
host a reading by author Melanie
Gideon. Gideon will discuss her
book “The Slippery Year.” She
will also sell copies and sign autographs at the meeting, which is
scheduled for 2 p.m. on Oct. 18,
in the ballroom at the Lucie Stern
Community Center. N

Upfront
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Labor endorsements divide
City Council candidates
Some call union endorsements a ‘conflict,’ others embrace labor support
by Gennady Sheyner

P

alo Alto’s heated negotiations
with its largest labor union
have created a split between
City Council candidates who have
received endorsements from labor
groups and those who say such endorsements constitute a “conflict of
interest.”
The issue turned public at Monday night’s council meeting, when
candidate Tim Gray urged three of
his competitors — Corey Levens,
Nancy Shepherd and Gail Price —
to decline the support of the South
Bay AFL-CIO Labor Council and to
set aside what he called “conflicted
money.”
The labor organization, which
represents the interests of dozens
of unions in Santa Clara and San
Benito counties, has not contributed
any money to the three candidates
to date, though it proclaims its endorsement of the three candidates
on its website. Gray was one of several candidates — a list that also
includes Councilman Larry Klein,
Leon Leong, Karen Holman and
Brian Steen — who declined to go
through the endorsement process,
citing a conflict of interest.
Palo Alto has been in intense negotiations since May with the Service Employees International Union,
which represents 617 city workers.
City officials have proposed reducing workers’ health care and pension benefits — proposals the workers have vehemently resisted.
Gray said Monday that the labor
group’s plan is to get three of its
choices elected to the nine-member
council, which will see at least four
new faces next year. Gray pointed

to the labor group’s 2007 endorsement of two current council members, Yiaway Yeh and Sid Espinosa,
and said the labor group is looking
to get a “majority” of supporters on
the council.
Espinosa, however, said the labor
council was one of many groups that
endorsed him during his 2007 campaign — a field that also included
environmental groups, neighborhood groups, businesses and developers. While Espinosa said he understands Gray’s concerns, he said
the multitude of interests reaching
out to council members makes it
difficult for any one group to gain
undue influence.
Espinosa also said the labor group
has never tried to commit him to
doing something he didn’t want to
do and has never tried to pressure
him.
“What they hope for, when they
endorse, is a returned phone call,”
Espinosa said. “I already had that
policy for any group that reaches out
to me.”
But Gray said the labor group’s
backing, which he expects to be
accompanied by expensive mailers
and other potential campaign contributions, should be rejected.
“Gail Price, Corey Levens, Nancy
Shepherd — I urge them to set aside
this conflicted money and be independent,” Gray said at the council
meeting.
Levens, a corporate attorney who
is also seeking a council seat, called
Gray’s statements “irresponsible” and
said they only serve to ferment “the
discord and the unbelievable animosity growing in the community.”

Levens said the labor council
endorsed him because he supports
collective bargaining, prevailingwage policies, and other bedrock
concepts of the labor movement. He
said he did not receive any money
from the organization but expects to
get some assistance in campaigning.
Levens also said he supports having
at least one council member present
during contract negotiations.
“They endorsed me because I’m
willing to talk to them,” Levens
said.
Nancy Shepherd, who attended
Monday’s meeting, pointed out that
she only accepts contributions from
individuals, not from political action committees, and said she has
received no money from the labor
organization.
Gail Price said she shares the
workers’ commitment to collectivebargaining principles and proposed
creation of a joint committee of city
and labor officials that would meet
throughout the year and strengthen
the relationship between the two
groups.
Price told the Weekly Tuesday
she was surprised by Gray’s comments and noted that she has received endorsements from a wide
range of organizations — a list
that includes the Santa Clara Valley Democratic Party and Sierra
Club.
“I’m an independent thinker, and
I have a long record that shows that
I’m an independent thinker,” Price
told the Weekly. N
Staff Writer Gennady Sheyner
can be e-mailed at gsheyner@
paweekly.com.

Utilities

“When you’re talking about
bylaws and, as the word is used,
‘empowering’ the committee to do
something — I think at the local
level it’s inappropriate,” he added.
“The community looks to the council to make the initiation.”
Schmid didn’t oppose any of the
committee’s tentative proposals but
wondered aloud whether the commission’s new role as an explorer
of green initiatives would conflict
with its traditional roles of fostering transparency and looking out for
ratepayers. Burt seconded Schmid’s
concern and said the ad hoc committee plans to discuss ways in
which the utility commission could
handle the competing interests.
The committee is scheduled to
meet two more times before issuing
its report to the full council.
But Burt also disputed Morton’s
argument that the revised rules
would give the utility commission
too much power. None of the proposals currently on the table would
give the commission policy-making
powers, he said. The purpose of the
committee was to consider the “evolution of important matters coming

to the UAC” and to revise the commission’s role appropriately.
“By no means was there any discussion of a decision-making authority being vested in an advisory
body,” Burt said.
The Utilities Advisory Commission was generally receptive to
seeing its duties expanded — particularly in the field of community
outreach — but some commissioners said Wednesday they were
concerned about having too broad
a mandate. Commissioner Marilyn
Keller was particularly skeptical
about being asked to review environmental issues that are not directly related to utilities.
“Do we have to expertise to cover
environmental areas outside utilities?” Keller asked at the Wednesday meeting. “I don’t.
“I’d vote against taking on areas
we don’t know much about.”
The commission is scheduled
to discuss its role with the City
Council at a joint study session
next month. N
Staff Writer Gennady Sheyner
can be e-mailed at gsheyner@
paweekly.com.

(continued from page 3)

cause these services currently don’t
fall under the umbrellas of any other
board or commission.
Espinosa said the utility commission already grapples with many of
the environmental and utility issues
under discussion. The goal, he said,
is to provide clarity on the commission’s role and to make sure the city’s
official policy reflects the role.
But Vice Mayor Jack Morton and
Councilman Greg Schmid voiced
concerns about widening the commission’s scope of responsibilities.
Morton particularly questioned the
proposal to allow commissioners
to place items on their own agenda. Important legislative proposals
should come from the council, not
members of an unelected commission with “advisory” in its name,
Morton argued.
“Policy issues on what’s important should be decided on the council level, and I don’t think we should
transfer that to a committee,” Morton said.

News Digest
Palo Alto church, others to aid tsunami victims
The First Tongan United Methodist Church of Palo Alto is sponsoring a food drive for victims of last week’s tsunami and earthquakes that
devastated an area of the South Pacific.
Donations of canned or other non-perishable food items can be dropped
off at the church at 625 Hamilton Ave. until the first week of November.
The donations will then be shipped to Tonga, Reverend Heilala Ahio
said.
Monetary donations will also be accepted.
East Palo Alto nonprofit Project We Hope is also accepting donations
of food, clothing, toiletries and kids’ supplies to be shipped to Samoa
and Tonga Oct. 20.
Donations can be left at the carport of Palo Alto resident Lenore Cymes
at 714 Wildwood Lane through Monday, Oct. 12. N
— Karla Kane

Business-license tax debates continue
While supporters of Palo Alto’s proposed business license-tax say it is
a necessary and modest tax, opponents believe it would impose a major
burden on the city’s small-business owners.
Speaking at a League of Women Voters of Palo Alto “Pros and Cons”
presentation Tuesday afternoon to about 25 people, City Councilman
Greg Schmid said he was “optimistic” about Measure A’s passage in
November, which requires a simple majority to pass. The tax is projected
to generate an estimated $3 million annually.
“The city is in the midst of a major long-term financial crisis, and we
need to deal with that,” Schmid said, referring to Palo Alto’s $10 million budget deficit. “This is a moderate and modest tax to cover some 2
percent of our total budget.”
However, Palo Alto Chamber of Commerce CEO Paula Sandas said
the tax, which is based on the number of employees at a company, would
benefit big corporations over small businesses.
A city staff report indicated small businesses would fund approximately 80 percent of taxes collected, according to Harold “Skip” Justman,
creator of the group Small Business Against Taxes.
On Tuesday, Oct. 13, Mayor Peter Drekmeier, who supports the tax,
will debate Justman at the Media Center in Palo Alto. That debate is open
to the public, and attendees are asked to arrive by 4:15 p.m. at the Media
Center TV studio, 900 San Antonio Road.
The taping will begin at 4:30 p.m. and will be broadcast on community cable TV Channel 27 and online at Smartvoter.org and the Media
Center’s website. N
— Royston Sim

Palo Alto probes Public Works over tree cutting
Palo Alto officials have launched an internal investigation into the
Public Works Department to establish who was responsible for the hasty
removal of 63 trees on California Avenue last month and how the embarrassing clearcutting operation was allowed to happen, City Manager
James Keene said Monday night.
The council unanimously approved staff recommendations, including
the creation of policies to make sure future projects have adequate public
outreach and city approvals.
The Architectural Review Board is scheduled to hear a presentation on
the project on Oct. 15, and the Planning and Transportation Commission
is scheduled to review it on Oct. 28.
The plan would then come back to the council for review and possible
approval on Nov. 16.
Coverage of a community meeting on the streetscape project, held
Thursday after the Weekly’s press deadline, will be posted at www.
PaloAltoOnline.com. N
— Gennady Sheyner

‘Heart’ award goes to Jerry and Joyce Shefren
Dr. Jerry Shefren and Joyce Shefren, R.N., were honored with the
“One from the Heart” award Thursday at Crowne Plaza hotel in south
Palo Alto.
The presentation was made by the Palo Alto-based Pathways home
care and hospice program, which was founded in 1976 that now serves
the entire Peninsula, San Francisco and the East Bay.
Pathways CEO Barbara Burgess said that Joyce Shefren was instrumental in creating the Pathways Kids Program and in strengthening
the organization’s ties to Stanford University Hospitals and Clinics and
maintaining ties to El Camino Hospital and Sequoia Hospital.
Other awards included a special posthumous “John W. Gardner Visionary Award” to U.S. Rep. Tom Lantos, who died in 2008. The
Francis C. Arrillaga Humanitarian Award went to Noble and Lorraine
Hancock. A second Arrillaga award went to Rambus, Inc. and the
Rambus Foundation. N
— Jay Thorwaldson
LET’S DISCUSS: Read the latest local news headlines
and talk about the issues at Town Square at www.PaloAltoOnline.com
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City budget
(continued from page 3)
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Corey Levens
A New Voice. A New Perspective.

year 2009 fell by 11.2 percent, or
$2.5 million, from the prior year. In
the first quarter of this year (January to April), sales-tax revenues fell
by 14.9 percent; in the second quarter, sales-tax revenues dropped by
7.2 percent. Results from the third
and fourth quarters this year “are
projected to be relatively weak,” the
report states.
The report also noted that hoteltax revenues dropped by 11.3 percent — or $0.9 million — from fiscal year 2008 to fiscal year 2009.
Documentary-transfer-tax revenues
(which are paid when property
transfers ownership) fell from $5.4
million in fiscal year 2008 to $3.1
million in fiscal year 2009. The
documentary-transfer-tax revenues
were also 36 percent lower in September of this year than in September 2008.
Palo Alto’s budget difficulties are
further compounded by its inability
to win concessions from its employees.
The fiscal year 2010 budget,
which the council approved in
June, banked on saving $3 million
through reductions in employee salaries and benefits — reductions that
have failed to materialize because
of intense opposition from workers.
City officials have been mired in
contract negotiations with the Service Employees International Union
since May.
The current deficit — coupled
with the city’s $450 million backlog in infrastructure maintenance,
its bond obligations for the library-

renovation project and its growing
contributions to the California Public Employees’ Retirement System
— means the city will have to rethink what services and programs it
can provide, Keene said.
A new staff report points to the
infrastructure backlog as a particularly dire indication of the city’s teetering financial standing.
“The staggering estimate of $450
million in infrastructure rehabilitation and replacement needs reinforces the severity of the city’s
‘structural’ deficit,” states the report
prepared by Joe Saccio, deputy director of the city’s Administrative
Services Department.
As a result, city officials intend
to take a fresh look at the programs
and services that were on the chopping block during the spring and
summer but remained intact. The
report identifies a list of “Tier 2” reductions, which include eliminating
the current disaster-preparedness
program; scrapping the city’s shuttle
service; contracting out parks and
golf-maintenance work; and eliminating the Police Department’s
four-officer traffic team, a schoolresource officer and a crime analyst.
Cutting the Tier 2 items from the
budget would result in elimination
of 21 positions, 20 of which are currently occupied.
“Layoffs could result with these
recommendations, which the City
has sought to avoid,” the report
stated.
Keene told the council Monday
that staff will return to the Finance
Committee in November to discuss
which programs and services to
eliminate. Earlier in the year, the
council chose not to cut programs

that would result in layoffs, Keene
said. But that may soon have to
change.
“If we’re not successful on balancing some of these things, we’re
going to have to be looking at these
kinds of issues,” Keene said.
Councilman John Barton called
the projected deficits “phenomenal”
and said he can’t imagine a scenario
— short of another dot-com boom
— in which the city wouldn’t have
to cut services.
“We have to have an obligation,
as a city, to prioritize — to talk to
the community and what they value
more or less,” Barton said.
“We’re beginning a formalized,
very public process that asks: ‘Do
you like the zoo more than animal
services? Do you like your fire stations and libraries?’”
Vice Mayor Jack Morton said city
officials will have to more effectively communicate to the residents
the severity of the city’s economic
predicament. The city, he said, is
looking at a grim future and “massive cuts” unless it manages to both
control worker compensation and
find new revenue sources.
“We’re trying to negotiate with,
I think, a labor force that does not
really understand the predicament
the city is in and we’re trying to
get the community to understand
the importance of asking for a
business-license tax that every
other community needs,” Morton
said at Monday’s sparsely attended
discussion. “We’re dealing with a
crisis the city is facing and there’s
no audience.” N
Staff Writer Gennady Sheyner
can be e-mailed at gsheyner@
paweekly.com.

Palo Alto must confront its many critical
issues - the budget deﬁcit, High Speed
Rail, housing, decaying infrastructure with creativity and new ideas.
Elect the candidate who combines
fresh ideas with the knowledge,
skills, experience and
courage to make a difference.

Palo Alto City Council
www.electcoreylevens.com
Endorsed by Santa Clara County Democratic Party, COPE,
Dean Democratic Club, California Apartment Association:
Tri-County Division, iPalo Alto, BAYMEC
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The
Palo A lto
Stor y
Pr oject

‘What’s

your

story?’

Stories about Palo Alto, as told by local residents
as part of the Palo Alto Story Project, are now
posted on the Internet.
Watch them at www.PaloAltoOnline.com

Upfront

Nobelist
(continued from page 3)

erwise, I wouldn’t be here.
“I survived. Most of the kids actually didn’t.”
Capecchi’s American-born mother, a pamphleteer who had been sent
to the Dachau concentration camp
near Munich, spent a year searching for her son after the war, finally
locating him in an Italian hospital
for children being treated for malnutrition and typhoid.
She took him to Rome, where
he had his first bath in years before sailing for America, where the
mother had two brothers.
Capecchi entered school for the
first time at the age of 9.
“The teachers told me I’d never
learn to read because I was too old,”
he said. “My aunt taught me to read
starting at the age of 9.
“Then they said, ‘You can learn
to read but you’ll never make it to
college.’”
Capecchi graduated from Antioch
College and received a Ph.D. in biophysics from Harvard.
“You do have people who will
doubt what you can do,” he told the
students. “The important thing is to
have self-confidence to carry you
through.
“If you have a good education,
you can do anything.”
Capecchi’s visit to Beechwood
was arranged through one of the
school’s founders, Richard Jacobsen
of Palo Alto, a University of Utah
alumnus and benefactor.
As a scoutmaster some years ago,
Jacobsen said he was surprised to
find that some of the middle-school
boys in his troop who were from
East Palo Alto could barely read at
first-grade level.
In 1984, Jacobsen and his commercial real-estate partners at WSJ
Properties and their wives — Jack
and Mary Lois Wheatley, Boyd and
Jill Smith, and Richard and Sue
Jacobsen — formed the California
Family Foundation to assist families
with education, housing and jobs.
Beechwood opened its doors in
1986 with 15 kindergarteners and
15 first-graders, meeting in two
portable buildings next to the railroad tracks near the Onetta Harris
Community Center.
Today the school serves 170 students from “kinder-prep” through
eighth grade and is seeking to buy the
site from the City of Menlo Park.

$

At Beechwood, Capecchi presented medals to 10 students honored for their ability “to overcome
difficult situations and achieve academically.”
They are eighth-graders Jahdai
Espinoza, Fernanda Pineda and
Owens Smith; seventh-graders Bru-

no Hernandez, Jocelyn Higuera and
D’Andre Stamper; sixth-graders Anglean Johnson and Jesse Velasquez;
and fifth-graders Miguel Angel Angulo and Jessica Moreno. N
Staff Writer Chris Kenrick can
be e-mailed at ckenrick@paweekly.com.
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OPEN HOUSES
 "
!

IGNITING THE SPARK
OF KNOWLEDGE AND
SELF-DISCOVERY

 "


www.matchedcaregivers.com

CASTILLEJA SCHOOL
Women Learning • Women Leading

Dear Neighbor,

Our community needs leaders who will listen,
include all stakeholders and build consensus
around viable solutions. As a member of the
City Council, I will apply these essential skills to:
◊ Stretch your tax dollars to protect valued city
services

Educating Girls for the 21st Centur y
Fall 2009 Open House Dates
Middle School (grades 6-8)
Saturday, October 3
Sunday, November 15

Upper School (grades 9-12)
Tuesday, November 3
Sunday, December 6

To make a reservation or learn more
www.castilleja.org • 650.470.7733 • admission@castilleja.org
1310 Bryant Street, Palo Alto

5

in FREE
Fruits & Vegetables*

◊ Ensure timely, accurate and complete information
on issues affecting our community
◊ Revitalize local business districts and neighborhood
shopping centers
◊ Preserve our playing fields and open spaces
and promote sustainabiity practices

Let’s rethink how city hall and the community
can work together to shape our future!
P.S. - I’m proud to have the support of
Campaign Honorary Co-Chairs

—Nancy

/
&- ..#$, Former Mayor
/ #+.- $&(-, Community Leader
/ &$!-#)&, Former School Board President
as well as endorsers

Saturdays
Satu
urdays 2pm - 5
5pm
We accept EBT/food stamps & WIC
*If eligible. Call or visit our website for more information:
www.epafarmersmarket.org 650-324-2769

2415 University Avenue
East Palo Alto
EPA City Hall & Library

/ $"(#, State Senator, 11th District
/ .#'', Pres., Santa Clara County Board of Supervisors
/ ('-(!, Pres., Foothill-De Anza Comm. Coll.
Board of Trustees

/ (&& "& Palo Alto Mayor
and many more elected oﬃcials and community leaders.
!#!# !#%! '$%(((% )"#!
Nancy Shepherd for City Council 2009 FPPC # 1319774
 ##$&##*  #! !' &*!%!
*>ÊÌÊ7iiÞÊUÊ"VÌLiÀÊ]ÊÓääÊU Page 7

Upfront

Online This Week

These and other news stories were posted on Palo Alto Online throughout
the week. For longer versions, go to www.PaloAltoOnline.com/news
or click on “News” in the left, green column.

SRI receives $6.3 million mental health grant

  $$
 $"$#
 $#%"$!%$'

Menlo Park-based SRI International has received a $6.3 million
grant from the National Institute of Mental Health to study a new product involved in brain imaging and the treatment of mental disorders,
the company announced Oct. 5. (Posted Oct. 8 at 8:54 a.m.)

Menlo Park discovers $400,000 accounting error
Menlo Park city management has discovered a major accounting
error in the budget for the current fiscal year relating to employee
compensation. (Posted Oct. 7 at 5:30 p.m.)

 $$&"#

Palo Alto police hunt for high-tech Peeping Tom

$#&' "%"

Palo Alto police are investigating a report of a man using his cell
phone camera to record videos up women’s skirts at Fry’s Electronics
on Monday. (Posted Oct. 7 at 2:01 p.m.)

$'%&#

Menlo Park council approves El Camino project

"'%" 

A real-estate development project at a site that many say would be an
ideal location for multi-family housing could proceed with only commercial space, after Menlo Park’s City Council approved the project
at its Oct. 6 meeting. (Posted Oct. 7 at 9:01 a.m.)

H1N1 vaccine arrives at county health dept.

%#"#"" "$'%$
&&&$""

The first shipment of H1N1 (swine flu) vaccine — 14,000 doses —
has arrived in Santa Clara County, health officials reported Tuesday.
The vaccine will be given to private and public medical providers in
the county first. (Posted Oct. 6 at 5:41 p.m.)

Man stabbed, arrest made at Century 16
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Police say a 25-year-old San Jose man was stabbed in the stomach
and the heart Friday night as late-night movies were letting out of the
Century 16 theaters at Shoreline. An 18-year-old from Sunnyvale was
arrested and charged with the crime. (Posted Oct. 6 at 8:55 a.m.)

Judo champ arrested in Menlo Park assault
A judo champion was arrested Thursday after two men were severely
beaten at the Caltrain station in Menlo Park, the Associated Press
reported. (Posted Oct. 6 at 8:48 a.m.)

Asian domestic-violence website launches
Asian and Pacific-Islander victims of domestic violence can now receive help through a new website, www.aaci.org. (Posted Oct. 5 at 4:19 p.m.)

Thousands attend 25th annual Moonlight Run

'$
 %$

$ 
&&&

"

"
$



&&&

Thousands of eager runners and walkers spent Friday evening at Palo
Alto’s Baylands Athletic Center for the 25th annual Moonlight Run and
Walk. Organizers said the event drew a record number of participants,
many with children and dogs in tow. (Posted Oct. 5 at 12:41 p.m.)

Child poverty on the rise, local foundation says
In a sign of how the recession has affected California’s children,
statewide enrollment in the Free or Reduced Price School Meal Program grew by the largest amount in more than a decade, a local foundation reported. (Posted Oct. 5 at 9:29 a.m.)

Could a tunnel bring Palo Alto together?
California’s high-speed-rail project could offer Palo Alto and its
neighboring cities a rare opportunity to revitalize their downtown districts, transform old train tracks into leafy gateways and bring neighborhoods closer together, a group of leading urban designers and architects said at a Sunday workshop. (Posted Oct. 4 at 11:29 p.m.)

Growing numbers are biking, walking to school
The number of Palo Alto students who bicycle or walk to school has
risen steadily in the past decade, according to the PTA Council Traffic
Safety Committee. (Posted Oct. 3 at 11:07 a.m.)

Mountain View man arrested for hate crime
A 26-year-old Mountain View man was arrested Wednesday evening
(Sept. 30) for a hate crime, police say, after he allegedly yelled a racial
slur at an African-American couple and proceeded to throw a beer
container and punches at the male victim. (Posted Oct. 2 at 9:15 a.m.)
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Sign up today
www.PaloAltoOnline.com

Upfront

Public Agenda

CityView
A round-up of

Palo Alto government action this week

City Council (Oct. 5)
California Avenue: The council discussed a staff response to last month’s treeremoval operation on California Avenue and voted to support staff recommendations
for expanded community outreach on the streetscape project. These include an
outreach plan to determine which trees should be planted on California Avenue and
a review process for considering other improvements relating to the streetscape
projects. Yes: Unanimous
Budget Update: The council discussed a staff report on fiscal year 2010 budget.
The report identified drops in all of the city’s major revenue sources and projected
“relatively weak” third and fourth quarters in the current fiscal year. Action: None

Utilities Advisory Commission (Oct. 7)
Rates policy: The commission commented on staff’s proposed-rates policy and
asked staff to revise the policy and return to the commission next month. Commissioners said the proposed policy was too vague and general to be useful. Action:
None
Capital Improvement Program: The commission discussed the proposed capitalimprovement program for the four-year period between fiscal year 2010 and fiscal
year 2013. The program includes maintaining a “reliable infrastructure,” converting
overhead electric lines to underground and servicing new customers. Action: None

for JJ&F Market), eight below-market-rate apartments and 38,980 square feet of office space. The
meeting is scheduled for 6:30 p.m. on Wednesday,
Oct. 14, in the Council Chambers at City Hall (250
Hamilton Ave.).

PALO ALTO BOARD OF EDUCATION ... The board
will hear a budget update, an assessment of how
the district is doing in meeting its strategic goals
and will consider several school-construction
items, including the Palo Alto High bleachers. The
meeting will begin at 6:30 p.m. on Tuesday, Oct.
13, in the board room of school district headquarters (25 Churchill Ave.).

PALO ALTO ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW BOARD ...
The board is scheduled to discuss changes to the
California Avenue Streetscape Plan, which includes
replacement of trees, benches, bicycle racks, news
racks and waste receptacles, addition of bicycle
racks and changes to crosswalks. The meeting is
scheduled for 8:30 a.m. on Thursday, Oct. 15, in the
Council Chambers at City Hall (250 Hamilton Ave.).

PALO ALTO CITY COUNCIL ... The council is
scheduled to hold a special closed-door session
to evaluate the performances of the city auditor
and city manager. The meeting will begin at 6 p.m.
on Wednesday, Oct. 14, in City Hall (250 Hamilton
Ave.).

PALO ALTO PUBLIC ART COMMISSION ... The
commission is tentatively scheduled to discuss
guidelines for temporary art projects and consider
a Web host for the commission’s website. The
meeting is scheduled for 7 p.m. on Thursday, Oct.
15, in the Council Conference Room at City Hall
(250 Hamilton Ave.). N

PALO ALTO PLANNING AND TRANSPORTATION
COMMISSION ... The commission is scheduled
to discuss a proposed zone change to a Planned
Community (PC) district for the College Terrace
Centre at 2180 El Camino Real. The mixed-use
project would include a grocery store (intended

LET’S DISCUSS: Read the latest local news headlines
and talk about the issues at Town Square at www.PaloAltoOnline.com

Sign up today at www.PaloAltoOnline.com

Be a part of “What’s NEXT in Television”!
Want an exciting career in creating the digital television experiences of tomorrow?
OpenTV is looking for talented and motivated individuals to help us build the foundation for next generation television and contribute to the success of our
worldwide customers. We are currently recruiting for the following skill-sets in either our Mountain View or San Francisco office:

• Embedded Software Developers
• Integration Engineers
• Software Development & QA Engineers

• Project Managers
• Oracle DBA
• Network Engineer

To apply, please visit our Web site at www.opentv.com
Follow us on twitter @opentvjobs

For one week only, October 14–21

enjoy a 3-course meal for $35!
Visit SiliconValleyRestaurantWeek.com for more informations and participating restaurants

JIN
SHO
PALO ALTO

Executive-class
Japanese Food

S I L I C O N VA L L E Y R E STAU R A N T W E E K S P E C I A L

TH R E E-COU R SE DI N N E R

ONLY $35

Silicon Valley Restaurant Week
~ SPECIAL MENU ~

Soup or Salad
Main Entree

White Tuna Sashimi Salad ~ Rock Shrimp Tempura

Dessert

Choice of:

~A~
1 Roll with
6PC of Chef
Choice Sushi

~B~
1 Special Roll
Miso Marinated
Black Cod

With Miso Soup

$35.00

454 S. California Ave, Palo Alto, CA 94306 • (650) 321-3454

(Changes Daily)

2 4 37 B I R C H ST R E E T
PA LO A LTO
650.326.1626

www.cafeprobonorestaurant.com
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Stanford University will test its newly
installed outdoor emergency siren system
on Thursday, Oct. 15, at 12:05pm.
The test, which residents of Menlo Park and
Palo Alto may hear, will consist of a warning
tone, followed by a verbal message.
For more information, visit http://emergency.stanford.edu
or email preparedness@stanford.edu.

It’s time to focus on you.
Whether you want to shed pounds, tone your
muscles, or improve your overall health, the YMCA
can provide the support you need to get—and
stay—active.
Explore the YMCA and experience the difference.
For a FREE one-week trial for you and a friend, visit:

Pulse

A weekly compendium of vital statistics

Palo Alto
Sept. 30-Oct. 6
Violence related
Battery . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2
Domestic violence . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Family violence . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Theft related
Commercial burglaries . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Grand theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .5
Petty theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .7
Prowler . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Residential Burglaries . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .4
Shoplifting. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Vehicle related
Bicycle theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .7
Driving with suspended license . . . . . . .4
Hit and run . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .5
Misc. traffic . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .7
Theft from auto . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .4
Vehicle accident/minor injury . . . . . . . . .2
Vehicle accident/prop. Damage . . . . . .7
Vehicle impound . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Vehicle tow . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11
Alcohol or drug related
Drunk in public . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .4
Drunken driving. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Possession of drugs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .3
Miscellaneous
Found property . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .5
Misc. penal code violation . . . . . . . . . . .3
Noise ordinance violation . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Missing person . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1

Psychiatric hold . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .7
Suspicious circumstances . . . . . . . . . . .4
Vandalism . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .5
Warrant arrest. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Warrant/other agency . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .3

Menlo Park
Sept. 30-Oct. 5
Violence related
Domestic Violence . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Theft related
Commercial burglaries . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2
Fraud . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Grand theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .8
Petty theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .3
Residential burglaries . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Vehicle related
Auto recovery . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Auto theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Driving w/ suspended license . . . . . . . . .3
Driving without license . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Hit and run . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .4
Vehicle accident/no injury. . . . . . . . . . . .3
Vehicle tow . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2
Alcohol or drug related
Possession of drugs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2
Miscellaneous
Lost property . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Missing person . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Other/misc. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .5
Psychiatric hold . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Warrant arrest. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .4

www.MyYMCAworkout.com

Convenient locations in Mountain View,
Palo Alto, East Palo Alto, and Redwood City.
30-day money back guarantee. No contract.

Re d e e m
your tria
l
Nov. 1, 2 by
009

Financial assistance available

Explore the YMCA. Experience the difference. Expect results.
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Transitions

Answers to this week’s puzzles, which can be found on page 56
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Deaths

Warren Thoits
Warren Thoits,
a major downtown landowner
whose family
roots in Palo Alto
went back more
than a century,
died Oct. 1. He
was 87.
He was born in 1922 in the family
home on Forest Avenue. He played
football at Palo Alto High School
and went on to Stanford University. He served as a lieutenant in the
Navy during World War II in the
Pacific.
After World War II, he graduated from Stanford University
Law School and founded the local
firm of Thoits, Love, Hershberger
& McLean. He also managed the
family-owned firm, Thoits Bros.,
Inc. He was a founding director of
Mid-Peninsula Bank and Greater
Bay Bancorp.
As one of the top three landlords
whose family had purchased its
property decades before, he could
afford to be patient with small retail tenants going through financial
difficulties. His family firm owns
17 downtown buildings, including
major office buildings, as well as
properties out of town.
“Warren had a calmness about
him. He was able to have a calmer
view of how the downtown works
over a longer period of time than
the developers who started later,”
said Jim Baer of Premiere Property
Management.
“He had good quality buildings
and comfort in not having the same
stresses of debt services at the same
levels we did. And he knew the
community better.”
As a local lawyer assisting in
commercial transactions and estate
planning, Thoits had an insider’s
view of the downtown economy.
“He solved problems as a transaction lawyer rather than a litigator,
so when he made deals he made
friends,” Baer said.
“He was the kind of man who
would start every conversation asking me about my family. I’ll really
miss him.”
Drawn by the fledgling Stanford
University, Thoits’s grandparents
settled in what would become Palo
Alto in the early 1890s. His grandfather, Edward Kent Thoits, “recognized the commercial opportunities
that would develop as the university
grew,” Thoits told the San Jose Mercury News in a 1994 interview. In
1893, Edward Thoits opened a shoe
store on the first block of University
Avenue, abutting a wooden sidewalk
and an unpaved street.
Thoits’s father, Willis, and his uncle, Edward, both attended Stanford

in the early years. Later they joined
in operating the family shoe store
and remained partners in business
and investments throughout their
lives.
In 2000, he was honored by the
Chamber of Commerce with a Tall
Tree Award for Outstanding Professional. He was a longstanding member of the Palo Alto Rotary, serving
as president, and a board member
of the Chamber of Commerce. He
also was an active participant in
and supporter of Avenidas, Adolescent Counseling Services, Palo Alto
Chapter of the American Red Cross
and the Peninsula Stroke Association.
“He was one of the greatest human beings I’ve ever worked for,”
said Candace Peterson, who for the
past 20 years was property manager
for Thoits Bros., Inc. “You couldn’t
ask for a better or more humanitarian person.”
Thoits is survived by his second
wife, Victoria; four children, Pamela Olson, Roderick Thoits, Edward
Thoits, and Theresa Schoenwald;
14 grandchildren; and one greatgrandchild.
Private services will be held. Memorial contributions may be made
to the Peninsula Stroke Association,
3801 Miranda Ave., Bldg. 6, Room
A162, Palo Alto, 94304 or to the
Palo Alto Medical Foundation,
f/b/o Radiation Oncology Department, 795 El Camino Real, Palo
Alto, 94301.

Katherine White Quinn
Katherine “Kay” White Quinn,
91, a resident of Palo Alto, died
Sept. 22.
She was born in Buffalo, N.Y. She
was raised in New Rochelle, N.Y.
She graduated from Skidmore
with a degree in art and continued
her education at Alfred University.
She married Franklin Madison White Jr. in 1941. After Frank
got his degree in engineering they
moved to Palo Alto.
After Frank’s death in 1974 she
went back to teaching art. She initiated the jewelry classes at Little
House. She taught classes there for
more than 20 years. While producing many pieces of art herself, she
taught ceramics, pewter, enameling,
silversmithing, and goldsmithing.
She was married to George Quinn
from 1981 until his death in 1985.
She was a member of the Metal
Arts Guild and also served on the
State Fair Artists Advisory Board.
She enjoyed ice-skating, swimming,
yoga, cross-country skiing and travel. She attended craft conferences
in Japan, Mexico and Vienna and
SNAG conferences in the United
States and Canada.
She moved to Channing House in

MEMORIAL SERVICE
A memorial service for Robert Spinrad will be held Tuesday, Oct. 20,
at 3 p.m. in the Palo Alto Research Center Auditorium, 3333 Coyote Hill
Road, Palo Alto.

1998.
She is survived by her children,
Raymond White of Palo Alto, Marcia Gentry of Sunnyvale, Karen Jacobsen of Portland, Ore., and Lory
Campagna of Sonoma; seven grandchildren; and one great-grandchild.
There will be a “celebration of
life” memorial Saturday, Oct. 10, at
10:30 a.m. at Channing House, 850
Webster St., Palo Alto. Donations
may be made to Little House, 800
Middle Ave., Menlo Park 94025.
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In the arms of her
family, Susan Murdock
Varian passed away
in Portola Valley on
September 22, 2009
following a brave battle
with ovarian cancer.
Born April 5th, 1943, in
Boston, MA to Blanche
and David Murdock,
Susan is survived by her loving husband of
45 years George, her daughters Sidney, Holly
and Claire, her sons-in-law John, Mitch and
Dan, her grandchildren Ian, Hannah, Angus and
Elizabeth, her brother David as well as many
cherished friends and relatives. Susan was
devoted to children and could instantly relate to
them and make them feel special and important.
She worked at Peninsula School for many
years ﬁrst as a pottery teacher and classroom

teacher and later as a librarian. After returning to
school to earn a Masters in Family Counseling,
she worked at the Children's Health Council
before retiring to care for and delight her own
grandchildren. Susan will be greatly missed by
all who relished her remarkable wisdom, gentle
advice and deep friendship. A memorial service
is planned for October 16th at 11am at the Portola
Valley Town Community Hall at 765 Portola Rd,
Portola Valley. In lieu of ﬂowers, memorial gifts
may be contributed in her name to:
Peninsula School
(http://www.peninsulaschool.org/DEVmemorial.htm)

Tahoe Truckee Excellence in Education Foundation
(https://exined.org/friends-education-membership)

Ecumenical Hunger
(http://www.ehpcares.org/) or

The Sempervirens Fund
(http://www.sempervirens.org/)
PA I D

O B I T UA RY

“BEST ON THE PENINSULA” “DEALER OF THE YEAR”
San Francisco Examiner Consumer Business Review 2009

40% OFF ALL TEAK AND UMBRELLAS

EVERYTHING IN STOCK AND READY FOR DELIVERY

TOM’S OUTDOOR FURNITURE
SOLID ▪ SUSTAINABLE ▪ BEAUTIFUL
OPEN 10 - 5 Daily

650-366-0411

1445 Veterans Blvd, Redwood City

www.tomsoutdoorfurniture.com
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Editorial

Five for City Council: Klein,
Price, Holman, Scharff, Shepherd
A rare large turnover will bring challenges and opportunities as Palo Alto struggles on many fronts

T

he five persons elected to the Palo Alto City Council on Nov. 3
will join the four holdover members to face some of the more farreaching decisions of any council in recent memory.
Four of those elected, at least, will be newcomers to the council,
although several have extensive experience with Palo Alto city
government, schools and community organizations. All four
continuing council members are still in their first terms, so the
experience quotient will be at an all-time low, for better or worse.
Only one incumbent — council veteran and former Mayor Larry
Klein — is seeking reelection. John Barton, Peter Drekmeier, Yoriko
Kishimoto and Jack Morton are stepping down.
Those elected will face daunting, complex challenges, virtually
all of which could affect Palo Alto’s future: its physical appearance,
financial health, even how Palo Altans treat each other.
Foremost of the challenges is stabilizing the city’s financial outlook
and city budget. This will entail both finding more aggressive ways to
increase revenues on the one hand and making hard budget cutbacks
on the other. The immediate challenge is how to close a “structural”
gap of $10.3 million this year — with a goal of obtaining $3 million
from salary-and-benefit savings (in the face of union resistance);
$3.7 million in departmental savings and service reductions; $1.4
million in “revenue enhancements”; and $2.2 million in deferred
capital-improvements and contributions to a long-term retiree medical
benefits.
In the campaign, there is remarkably broad agreement among
candidates on other issues facing the community, even though their
positions may differ a bit: concerns about new housing development
and its impact on schools, traffic and neighborhood “quality of life”;
the expansion of Stanford University’s hospitals and medical center;
the prospect of high-speed rail; public safety in terms of both crime
and city infrastructure; overall management oversight and efficiency;
and perennial concerns about local ways to combat global climate
change and to be good environmental stewards of the community.
We evaluated the candidates based on four primary factors: their
track record of experience; their ability to collaborate effectively, yet
maintain independence; their resolve to hold senior city management
more accountable; and their willingness to challenge the conventional
wisdom and look for fresh ideas. At a time when some are making
shrill and simplistic pronouncements about how overpaid city
employees are for the work they perform, we were also looking for
candidates whose focus is on how to down-size government to achieve
a necessary financial result rather than on demeaning city employees
or pandering to those seeking a confrontational approach to labor
relations.
The current council, with its four new members now two years into
their first term, has made some important strides over its predecessors.
A promising new city manager has created an opportunity for new
beginnings following many civic embarrassments, including the
Children’s Theater debacle, the insensitive racial remarks of the
former police chief, and a host of misjudgments in the Utilities and
Public Works departments.
There is a glimmer that the council is finally willing to terminate
(or encourage the city manager to terminate) underperforming senior
managers. There is more work to be done on that front.

A

fter individual interviews with each candidate, we believe six stand
out above the other eight. Together they would provide a mix of
experience, fresh perspectives and a diversity of views that could
benefit the city, assuming they are able to work effectively as a policymaking body.
The Weekly has outlined specific positions of the candidates in two
cover stories, today and last Friday.
We feel the six standouts are:
s )NCUMBENT Larry Klein, an attorney whose many years of
service on the council and multiple terms as mayor give him a unique
perspective of the city, is much-needed as this young council finds
its bearings. Klein has the historic perspective and temperament to
advance our goal of stronger council oversight and accountability of
city management, and he is not one to be mollified by bureaucratic
explanations that skirt the real issues. He has a balanced approach to
addressing the city’s financial challenges, recognizing that both cuts to
the budget and revenue increases will be necessary. “We were misled,”
he said of the high-speed-rail proposal and he is a member of the
multi-community group to push for stronger protections against the
rail plan as it has evolved.
s Gail Price, a former Palo Alto school board member and former
professional planner for the City of Sunnyvale, has demonstrated
an independence and commitment to accountability similar to
Klein. While often marginalized on the school board because of her
willingness to challenge both the administration and her colleagues,
Price will bring a valuable combination of skills and experiences
to the council. She is proud of her “brevity and directness, and
compassion,” as demonstrated during her tenure on the school board.
We have especially appreciated her attention to the emotional needs of
students, and her identifying the importance of a “caring community”
in her current council campaign. She will be especially helpful as the
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city’s Comprehensive Plan is updated.
s Karen Holman, a longtime member of the city’s Planning and
Transportation Commission, has been an active neighborhood leader
in addition to her activities in support of a Palo Alto History Museum.
She has a strong and diverse base of community support. Her
knowledge of development policies and practices is extensive, rivaling
or exceeding that of Klein and Councilman Pat Burt, also a veteran
of the planning commission. She is a strong advocate for earlier
release of city staff reports on upcoming items for the council, and
for expanding the use of the Internet to get proposals and illustrations
disseminated a week or more in advance of the meeting where they
are to be considered. Late staff reports or substantive changes by
developers should require an automatic postponement of the item,
she says. She and two other planning commissioners are working
on proposals to reform the “planned community” zone and better
define “public benefits” used to justify increased density over baseline
zoning. She also feels the city needs to do far more to “support the
retail environment” and attract more revenue-producing businesses.
s Greg Scharff, a 20-year resident and sole-practitioner attorney
making his first run for council, is the “surprise” candidate in the race.
We were impressed with his knowledge of the issues, his directness
and his ideas for improving the effectiveness of city government.
Of all the candidates, he was the most clear and thoughtful on why
Palo Alto’s “planned community” development process, the method
used by most developers in proposing major projects that exceed the
allowable size in exchange for often nebulous “public benefits,” needs
to be reformed and why developers have gained unfair advantage
from it. He is also adamant about government transparency and
accountability, proposing that no item be allowed on a council agenda
unless all materials relating to that item have been available for at least
10 days. He believes past labor negotiations have resulted in excessive
and unsustainable retirement benefits for city employees which
must now be rolled back. He supports the expansion of the Stanford
hospitals assuming agreement on strong traffic-mitigation measures.

T

wo other strong candidates, Dan Dykwel and Nancy Shepherd,
have invested the majority of their volunteer activity through involvement in Palo Alto schools and PTA activities. Dykwel is making his second bid for the council, finishing in fifth place two years ago.
Shepherd, a managerial accountant, helped implement the controversial
but successful change from school-specific fundraising to a district-wide
program, thereby solving a growing problem of inequitable funding
of elementary school programs. She was also an early member and is
current treasurer of PAGE, Palo Altans for Government Effectiveness.
Shepherd expresses concern over what she sees as undesirable changes
in the community occurring largely due to outside influences, including
regional housing guidelines, high-speed rail, Stanford hospitals expansion and public employee retirement benefit increases. She criticizes the
council for a lack of leadership on these issues and for allowing too much
dense housing to be built.
Dykwel, in various leadership capacities in the PTA, has provided
long and effective volunteer service to the schools, as well as to the
broader community through the Palo Alto Recreation Foundation
board, the Chamber of Commerce and the Public Safety Building
Blue Ribbon Committee. A residential Realtor and marketing
consultant, Dykwel says he’ll bring a fresh approach to addressing the
city’s budget problems, with an emphasis on attracting and keeping
tax-generating businesses. He believes employee retirement benefits
are unaffordable and must be reduced, and he is critical of the city’s
lack of progress on addressing its infrastructure needs.
The Weekly supported Dykwel in the 2007 race, but this time
around find him less informed on current city issues and less clear on
how he would approach some of the important development questions
the council faces. For example, he did not recall the action taken
by the council recently to allow an over-sized commercial/housing
planned community development to move forward on the site of JJ&F
Market. He was also not well informed on the California Avenue treecutting controversy, suggesting to us that he may not be fully engaged
in issues generating a lot of interest and concern in the neighborhoods.
Shepherd, on the other hand, is exceptionally well-informed and
analytical. Our sole hesitation stems from an abruptness in her style
and whether she will be able to collaborate successfully with her eight
colleagues to forge solutions to complex problems.
With the exception of homeless advocate Victor Frost, the other
candidates in the race are all smart and qualified to serve. The
community would not suffer by their election; they just don’t measure
up to the top six in terms of experience, knowledge of the issues, or
demonstrated capacity to solve problems in the complex Palo Alto
environment.
There’s an old saying that those who don’t know history are
condemned to repeat it — but we already have more than enough
circular dialogue in Palo Alto as it is and we don’t need to recycle
history as well.
The Weekly recommends Larry Klein, Gail Price, Karen
Holman, Greg Scharff and Nancy Shepherd for election to the Palo
Alto City Council.

Spectrum
Editorials, letters and opinions
Forest for the trees
Editor,
I can relate to David Lieberman’s comments
about the revealed beauty on California Avenue
after a number of trees were cut down (“Apologize Later” Oct. 2).
It doesn’t seem fair, nor is it safe, to make
people wear blinders, like horses, due to overgrown trees of neighbors. Who likes cleaning
out his rain gutters many times a year? Who
likes raking leaves in one’s yard that don’t come
from one’s trees? Who likes paying large heating bills in winter or staying cold because trees
block out the warm sunlight? It is hard to grow
food in a shaded yard.
Trimming trees opens up a whole new beautiful vista. One can even see blue sky!
It is like cleaning a house and getting rid of
the dirt, dust bunnies, cobwebs, etc., and seeing
cleanliness, tidiness and order.
Trees are beautiful and provide many benefits, but one needs to look at the whole picture
— not just the one from one’s own yard.
Jackie Leonard-Dimmick
Walnut Avenue
Atherton

Public meetings
Editor,
I would like to thank Kate Rooney for having
the courage to face the music for three hours on
a hot Sunday from a very hostile public.
That took a lot of guts!
Kate was responsible for organizing and
conducting several public meetings in Barron
Park about the rebuilding of two playgrounds
in the neighborhood. There were plenty of opportunities for local people to give input. As
a result of such thoughtful advance canvassing, Bol Park has become one of the liveliest
and most successful playgrounds in Palo Alto.
The playground near Juana Briones is also very
popular.
It’s a shame that the same procedure wasn’t
followed with regard to the tree cutting on California Avenue. There seemed to be a breakdown
in communication amongst the different groups
involved: the city, public works and CAADA
but when an individual is prepared to take the
flak out in the street, apologize and do their
very best to try and explain how it happened, it
goes a long way to ameliorating the situation.
I say again, it was the right and brave thing
to do.
Stephanie Enos
La Calle Court
Palo Alto

YOUR TURN
The Palo Alto Weekly encourages comments on our coverage or on issues of
local interest.

What do you think? What do you feel
are the top three Palo Alto election issues?
Submit letters to the editor of up to 250 words to letters@paweekly.com. Include your name, address and
daytime phone number so we can reach you. We reserve
the right to edit contributions for length, objectionable
content, libel and factual errors known to us. Anonymous
letters will generally not be accepted.
You can also participate in our popular interactive
online forum, Town Square, at our community website
at www.PaloAltoOnline.com. Read blogs, discuss issues, ask questions or express opinions with you neighbors any time, day or night.
Submitting a letter to the editor or guest opinion constitutes a granting of permission to the Palo Alto Weekly
and Embarcadero Publishing Co. to also publish it online,
including in our online archives and as a post on Town
Square.
For more information contact Editor Jay Thorwaldson
or Online Editor Tyler Hanley at editor@paweekly.com or
650-326-8210.

Check out Town Square!
Hundreds of local topics are being discussed by local residents on
Town Square, a reader forum sponsored by the Weekly on our community website at www.PaloAltoOnline.com. Post your own comments,
ask questions, read the Editor’s blog or just stay up on what people are
talking about around town!

Guest Opinion
Former mayor, against better judgment, weighs in on ‘trees’
by Jim Burch
ood common
sense should
tell me not to
get into the middle
of a fight and the
one currently going
on about the California Avenue trees
is particularly nasty.
But having served
six years on the City
Council, I feel compelled to add a perspective
that I hope may be helpful.
Imagine with me for a moment that the time
is six months ago and California Avenue is
still lined with its holly oak trees. They are
not in good condition. As a respected arborist
said recently, “Some get sooty mold and have
scale and aphids. No one has found the insect causing the mold; ... the species is not
normally planted here now. They were in the
1950s and 1960s.”
The group most concerned with the look
and viability of the California Avenue retail
district is the California Avenue Area Development Association (CAADA). Its members
include the owners of Country Sun market,
Keeble & Shuchat Photography, Hotel California, the Plantation and Antonio’s Nuthouse.
Long regarded as a “poor second cousin”
to University Avenue (downtown Palo Alto),
CAADA constantly has worked to upgrade
the streetscape, investing their own money in
sculptures, murals, flower boxes and other improvements. CAADA worked with city staff to
remove unsightly newsracks and install safer
crosswalks. I know this because I was the City
Council liaison to CAADA and attended their
monthly meetings for more than four years.

G

Now, you and I know that proper procedures were not followed and the trees are all
cut down. But stay with me and remember we
are imagining that the 63 trees are still there.
And let’s imagine that the proper procedures
were followed. If the past is truly prologue,
here’s what could or would have happened.
City staff and CAADA are making a presentation to the Architectural Review Board.
It is 8 a.m. and, as usual, aside from those
meeting with ARB, there are no members of
the public in attendance. Members of the ARB
ask questions about other aspects of the project, the species of trees and the scheduling.
While not normally in attendance, the news
media are provided copies of the staff report
and so in the next few days headlines appear
in several newspapers:
“City to Chop Down 63 Big Trees” and
“Coming: The Rape of California Avenue,”
followed by outraged letters to the editor,
blogs and e-mails.
Remember, we’re imagining the trees are
still there.
Now it’s time for the project to come before
the Planning and Transportation Commission
and the seven commissioners are ready. City
staff is anxious. The print news media are all
in attendance, plus several TV stations. And
the council chambers are jammed with most
of the people carrying banners and wearing
“Save Our Trees” buttons. The project is on
the agenda and during the period for public
comment there will be more than 30 or 40
people who will speak.
One or two speakers are positive, but the
majority are outraged, threatening legal action, or council recall, and demanding to
know who is to blame. Much of their information will be inaccurate based on inflammatory

We have an obligation to
assure that people always get
their say. However, they don’t
always get their way. Yet some
people want both and therein
lies the problem.
e-mails or newspaper headlines.
Finally, the public-comment period ends
and it is time for council members to ask questions or make statements. Most will focus on
the tree removal. Maybe — just maybe — one
will ask questions such as: “Why was it necessary to remove the trees? How bad was their
condition? Did they all have to be removed at
once? Could it have been done in phases?”
At that point will a public “historian” come
forward to remind us that when the trees on
University Avenue were replaced it was all
done at once? How about Castro Street in
Mountain View? Main Street in Los Altos?
Yes, those trees were all removed and replaced
at the same time!
Why? Because that is the best way to do it.
That’s the way it was done on San Antonio
Road in recent months. Trees were removed
between Alma and Middlefield Road. The old
worn out soil was removed or revitalized. New
irrigation pipe was installed. (Please consider
the cost of new irrigation if, as some have suggested, the project is done in phases only taking out every other tree.)
Well, our imagined meeting with the Planning and Transportation Commission is continued for several more weeks, but the com-

missioners finally vote to halt the project and
send it back to city staff for a new proposal to
be presented within 90 days.
As far as the public is concerned “the trees
are saved.” For awhile new proposals will be
made, nothing will be decided and years will
pass. Meanwhile the old holly oak trees will
continue to deteriorate and residents will continue to complain about the acorn litter and
falling branches.
Just in case you may think I’m exaggerating, I’ll remind you that I sat in one of those
council seats for six years and never missed
a meeting. What I asked you to imagine happened over and over again and it did not seem
to matter whether the so-called “public participation process” was short or extensive.
We have an obligation to assure that people
always get their say. However, they don’t always get their way. Yet some people want both
and therein lies the problem. Until “my way”
becomes “the way” the argument goes on, ignoring the democratic principle of decisions
by a majority.
I hope the new council members we elect
in Nov. 3 will not only make certain that everyone has an opportunity to be heard but
also have the courage and stamina to not be
swayed by the noisiest or most insistent. You’ll
never please everyone, try as you might.
For California Avenue, there was one primary question: What is the condition of those
trees and how long will they last? N
Jim Burch served on the City Council from
2000 to 2006, including as major in 200506. Burch is a retired marketing executive
who served many years as a key leader of
the former Palo Alto-based group, Creative
Initiative. He can be e-mailed at jimburch@
sbcglobal.net.

Streetwise

Should Palo Alto businesses be moderately taxed to help pay for city programs and services?

Asked at Town and

Country Village, Palo Alto. Interviews by Royston Sim. Photographs by Shawn Fender.

Elaine Hill

Janet Lustgarten

Sally Espinosa

Allison McNall

Olivia Ralles

Retiree
Yale Road, Menlo Park

Software Company CEO
Waverley Street, Palo Alto

Housewife
Webster Street, Palo Alto

School District Employee
Byron Street, Palo Alto

Florist
Oregon Avenue, Palo Alto

“Yes, because health services should
continue to receive funding.”

“No, I think companies are getting
taxed enough.”

“Yes, so long as it doesn’t drive businesses out of Palo Alto.”

“No, we need to encourage businesses
to stay in Palo Alto and not frighten
them off with taxation.”

“No, it makes it more difficult for small
businesses to keep going.”
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Cover Story

The

candidates
next door

A field of 14
Palo Alto
residents seek
election to the
City Council

F

ourteen candidates — including 13 newcomers and one political veteran — will be jostling for five seats on the City
Council on Nov. 3.
A few, including former school board member Gail Price and
planning commissioner Karen Holman, hope to bring years of civic
engagement and policymaking experience to a larger stage. One,
Larry Klein, is an incumbent seeking his fourth term on the ninemember council.
The vast majority are political neophytes seeking to inject what
they call “fresh voices” into the city’s legislative process. Some were
encouraged to run by political veterans. Others said they simply want
to give back to the community that has given them so much. Others
have particular issues that are motivating their campaigns.
One candidate, Corey Levens, wants to fundamentally change
how the City Council conducts its business. Another candidate,
John Hackmann, calls himself a “problem solver” and hopes to use
his public-policy experience to tackle the city’s $10 million-andgrowing budget problem. Greg Scharff wants the council to better
represent business interests, while Victor Frost says he’s tired of the

by Gennady Sheyner

homeless having to
rail, the growing budget gap and state mandates calling for the city to
eat “Dumpster food”
provide more housing.
and wants them to
The candidates are vying to fill the seats alongside council members
have a garden that
Pat Burt, Sid Espinosa, Yiaway Yeh and Greg Schmid, all of whom are
would supply fresh
in their first terms on the council.
vegetables.
The following is the second installment of the Weekly’s twoThere are compart series profiling the 14 candidates for Palo Alto
monalities among
City Council. The features are presented here
those seeking a counin random order.
cil seat, who in addition
The first installment can be
to Klein, Holman, Price,
read at www.PaloAltoOnLevens, Hackmann, Scharff and
line.com.
Frost include Brian Steen, Mark Weiss,
Also, ten-minute vidNancy Shepherd, Dan Dykwel, Leon Leeo interviews with the
ong, Chris Gaither and Tim Gray.
candidates, conductJust about every candidate says he or she
ed by the Weekly’s
wants to protect Palo Alto neighborhoods
editorial staff, can
from large, transformational forces lurkbe viewed at www.
ing on the horizon — the high-speed
PaloAltoOnline.com.
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6. Karen Holman
7. Larry Klein
8. Leon Leong
9. Corey Levens
10. Gail Price
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11. Gregory Scharff
12. Nancy Shepherd
13. Brian Steen
14. Mark Weiss
*Address listed on voter registration card

Scott Peterson

1. Dan Dykwel
2. Victor Frost*
3. Chris Gaither
4. Timothy Gray
5. John Hackmann

im Gray wants to be the “finance guy” on the Palo Alto
City Council.
Gray has spent his professional
life advising hospitals and other
businesses on financial matters. An
accountant by training, he has spent
seven years with the Lucile Packard
Children’s Hospital in the 1990s,
building the hospital’s financial operations.
More recently, he’s been advising
children’s hospitals in Phoenix and
Los Angeles.
Gray, 49, owns a downtown business, Treasury Advocates, which assists businesses with tax recovery,
mergers and acquisitions.
Gray says he realizes his background isn’t glamorous, but he
quickly adds that he’s not seeking
fame or status.
“I view serving on a Council as
a job — it’s really pro-bono work,”
Gray said. “I’m not in it for the
glamour.”
Gray said if elected he will focus
on building up the city’s financial
reserves and addressing its huge infrastructure backlog. He said he opposes “crash-and-burn budget cutting” but advocates fiscal restraint.
Financial discipline, he wrote in
his official candidate statement,
would be a top priority. He then
adds, in a typically accountant
manner, “Our expenditures, as measured by inflation-adjusted cost per
resident, are on a non-sustainable
growth curve.”
Gray believes his background as
a financial consultant and business

owner has prepared him well for
the difficult decisions the council
needs to make as it grapples with a
$10 million budget deficit. In a Palo
Alto Neighborhoods (PAN) questionnaire, Gray wrote that the council needs to set budget priorities and
issue clear instructions to staff about
what services (if any) to trim.
“I am sorry to know that our lack
of financial discipline in previous
years, when funds were more available, is going to come back to haunt
us and cause some pain in the future,” Gray wrote.
He said his background in working with others on tough financial
problems would serve him on the
council.
“This is a discipline I have exercised throughout my career — not
coming in with any preconceived
notions of what needs to be done,
but with some eyes and lots of creativity,” Gray said. “I’m a problem
solver.”
Gray, who was born in Idaho but
now lives in Palo Alto’s Charleston
Gardens neighborhood, ran unsuccessfully for the council in 2007. In
recent months, he’s been attending
City Council meetings and studying
the myriad issues on the agenda.
Chief among these is the highspeed rail. Gray attended a recent
technical workshop on the proposed
rail system, which at present would
run along the Caltrain tracks. His
position on the high-speed rail is
consistent with the current council’s: It’s a good concept as long as
elevated tracks don’t split Palo Alto
in two.

City Council candidate Tim Gray, whose home is near the train tracks,
stands in the archway at the California Avenue Caltrain station.
For Gray, the issue literally hits
close to home: He lives next to the
Caltrain corridor.
“It would be unconscionable to
have an elevated track divide our
town,” Gray wrote in the PAN questionnaire. “We have held very strict
zoning standards for ourselves since
the beginning of time, and then (to)
have that all tossed away with one
project would be beyond injurious.”
Gray calls himself an “independent voice,” and he demonstrated
in recent weeks that he doesn’t shy
from controversy. On Sept. 14 — exactly a week before the City Council
confirmed Dennis Burns as the city’s
permanent police chief — Gray
joined police critic Aram James and
another council candidate, Mark
Weiss, in calling for the city to take
more time before choosing a chief.
Gray publicly urged City Manager James Keene and the council
to extend the deadline of the search,
which was then in its 10th month.
If city officials stuck to the Sept. 21
confirmation deadline they would
“completely abandon transparency,”
Gray argued.
The requests went unheeded and
the council unanimously confirmed
Burns on Sept. 21.
Gray wrote in the PAN questionnaire that his “independence will
offer a financial voice really needed
in the city.” To prove his independence, he announced that he is not
accepting any contributions or endorsements.
“I truly want to be independent,”
he said at a recent Chamber of Commerce forum.

But he also promises to collaborate with the rest of the council and
invite citizen participation in policymaking. Gray has lived in Palo Alto
20 years and said he will work to
preserve the city’s environment and
quality of life.
“There are five seats open, and
you have five votes,” Gray wrote
in the PAN questionnaire. “I am
the finance guy that will work well
(with) any other four candidates you
choose.
“I know how to cooperate, and I
know how to get things done.”

JOHN HACKMANN

J

ohn Hackmann calls himself
a “problem solver” and he can
cite, off the top of his head, a
dozen examples to prove his point.
Among them, he helped launch
a citywide bus system, worked to
make blood transfusions safer and
initiated a car-sharing program.
Hackmann, an energetic attorney, said his fascination with public
policy dates back more than three
decades.
As a student at University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign in
the mid 1970s, he helped start a
citywide bus service. He lobbied
residents to support the bus system,
which was funded through a flat and
refundable fee.
A few years later, Hackmann
dropped out of the university’s doctorate math program and moved to
California to help Dr. J. Garrett Allen — Stanford University Medical
Center chair of surgery — develop a

system for lowering the risk of hepatitis in blood transfusions.
Hackmann promoted outreach
to altruistic (and generally healthy)
college students for blood donations
and advocated for more cooperation
between blood banks to make sure
blood is efficiently shipped to where
it’s needed.
“I had to change the culture of
blood banking from a culture of
scarcity to one of sharing,” said
Hackmann, 61.
That was just the beginning.
A few years later, as an impoverished law student at Stanford University, he spearheaded the creation of
a car-sharing program at Stanford’s
Whitman House — a program that
enabled 53 undergraduate students
to share a 1964 AMC Rambler.
Hackmann believes it to be one of
the first car-share programs in the
country.
He also created a consulting firm
at Stanford to give law students environmental jobs. He is most proud
of getting the dean of the school to
work for him, at a cost of $400 an
hour.
More recently, Hackmann has become a familiar face at City Council
meetings. He’s been a leading critic
of Measure A, the proposed business-license tax, which he famously
dubbed the “Michael Yore tax” after the retired police sergeant who
reportedly botched the Children’s
Theatre investigation and whose
pension payments Hackmann said
will come from tax revenues.
The tax, slated for the November
ballot, would be based on employee
count, with rates varying on business types.
He said he is particularly concerned about the prospect of the
city auditing and inspecting small
businesses for compliance.
“I believe that passing this tax
could lower Palo Alto’s revenues
over the next 10 years,” Hackmann
said. “You have business people who
are already thinking about whether
they will be staying here or going
and this could force them to leave.”
In a Palo Alto Neighborhoods
questionnaire, he argued that the city
should instead market itself as one of
the few cities without a business tax
— a campaign that could be called
“Business Destination Palo Alto.”
With a campaign motto of “control
spending,” Hackmann sees revamping Palo Alto’s pension formula for
city employees as key to the city’s
financial security. Specifically, he
says he wants to make sure the city
identifies how it would account for
all of its pension obligations before
the end of every fiscal year.
One big-ticket item that Hackmann is concerned about is the proposed high-speed rail, which under
current plans would stretch along
the Caltrain corridor. Like the council, he vehemently opposes a wall
for elevated tracks stretching along
the corridor.
In addition, he believes the California High-Speed Rail Authority, which is charged with implementing the $40 billion project, is
ill-equipped to do so. The project
should be spearheaded by Caltrans,
he said, which has far more experience and expertise in major transportation projects.
“Something like this should not

be done by an amateur outfit that
hasn’t built a huge project before,”
Hackmann told the Weekly.
Hackmann was one of the last
candidates to declare his desire to
run for office and made the decision to run after former Mayor Gary
Fazzino encouraged him to do so.
“When I saw there weren’t many
people experienced in public policy
entering the City Council race, I
wanted to make sure there’s at least
enough people to vote for who could
actually make public policy decisions,” Hackmann said.

KAREN HOLMAN

T

here’s a reason why just about
every leading conservationist
and neighborhood leader in
Palo Alto is supporting Karen Holman’s campaign for City Council.
For years, Holman has been
among the harshest critics of the
dense housing developments that
have cropped up around town and a
leading proponent of more transparency in the planning process.
Holman, who lists her job as a
“conservation consultant,” was born
in Missouri and moved to Palo Alto
25 years ago. She is the executive
director of the Palo Alto History
Museum and has spent the past eight
years on the city’s Planning and
Transportation Commission, which
she chaired twice.
As a commissioner, she has cast

her hypercritical eye on some of the
city’s most controversial recent developments. In many cases, she voted against proposals after cataloguing at least a dozen ways in which
these projects are inconsistent with
the city’s Comprehensive Plan or
Zoning Ordinance.
She also hasn’t been bashful about
exposing an independent streak.
In January, Holman was the only
commissioner who voted against
the Treehouse project — a 35-unit
affordable-housing development at
488 Charleston Road. The reason?
The architect didn’t include any private open space in the design.
Holman said she would not support any affordable-housing development that doesn’t include private
open space, a component she called
“therapeutic” and “critical” to the
quality of life of residents.
When discussing Alma Plaza — a
project the commission rejected 5-1
— she described the limited hours
of the proposed community room
as “another broken promise” by the
developer before voting against it.
The community room was one of
the public benefits the developer
was required to provide to attain approval for the controversial project.
Holman was also one of five
commissioners who in April voted
against the College Terrace Centre
project (which includes a rebuilt
(continued on next page)
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City Council candidate John Hackmann stands in the historic AME
Zion Church on Ramona Street — a building he worked to preserve.
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instead.
This, Holman said, needs to be
fixed.
She opposes the proposed business-license tax, Measure A, for
the same reason: In her opinion, it
makes life more difficult for small
businesses. The problem with the
proposed tax is that if offers no assurances that the proceeds will be
used to benefit the businesses that
pay it, she said. But she said she
would like to see the city complete
a business registry, which she said
would help identify what types of
businesses the city should focus on
attracting.
She said her preferred method
for trimming the city’s projected
$10 million budget gap is trimming
expenses and holding aggressive
audits, such as the recent audit that
identified waste in the city’s phone
contract.
“We need to eliminate waste and
look for efficiencies and creative solutions,” Holman said.

GREG SCHARFF

G

Veronica Weber

City Council candidate Karen Holman, executive director of the Palo
Alto History Museum, sits on the steps of a historic building in the
Ramona Street Architectural District.
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includes a wall to support elevated
tracks. He said he would support
either deep tunnels or a “cut and
cover” trench design to minimize
the impacts on neighborhoods.
Scharff also wrote in the PAN
questionnaire that he strongly opposes high-density housing and “its
negative impacts on our schools,
parks and services in Palo Alto.”
The city, he said, must resist state
mandates to bring more dense housing to Palo Alto.
He is also critical of the city’s
“planned community” (PC) zoning
process — which allows developers to build at greater densities than
would otherwise be allowed in exchange for “public benefits.” The
process, he said, is often abused by
developers. He cited the recently approved Alma Plaza, which includes
among other things a grocery store,
37 homes and 15 below-market
apartments. He called the project,
and its abundance of housing, a
“good example of this process run
amok.”
Scharff said his goal, if elected,
would be to protect neighborhood
retail and support walkable neighborhoods. The city should be particularly wary, he said, of trading
retail space for housing.
“Once housing replaces our retail, hotels (Ricky’s Hyatt) and other community services, that land
can never be recovered,” Scharff
wrote in the PAN questionnaire.
“We need to protect our neighborhood services and carefully scrutinize any changes of use for its
long-term impact on the quality of
life in our city.”

Shawn Fender

JJ&F Food Store). At the hearing,
Holman argued the proposed grocery store would be too small to be
viable.
Both Alma Plaza and the College
Terrace Centre were submitted to
the commission under the Planned
Community (PC) zoning process,
which allows developers to build
at greater densities than would otherwise be allowed in exchange for
“public benefits” — an ambiguous
phrase that has included everything
from statues and plazas to traffic
studies and affordable-housing units.
Holman has been among the leading critics of the PC zone process,
which she says fails to adequately
define “public benefits” and fails to
enforce the implementation of these
benefits.
She currently serves on a commission subcommittee that is reviewing
and revising the process.
Holman, who ran unsuccessfully
for City Council in 2005, told the
Weekly her current campaign will
focus on land-use issues, protecting small businesses and bringing
more “transparency and accountability” to the planning process. On
Sept. 9, she rejected a proposal by
three commissioners to eliminate a
commission policy that strongly discourages them from talking to applicants and opponents of projects
outside public meetings. The three
commissioners had argued that the
change would make the meetings
more efficient.
It surprised no one that Holman

sided with neighborhood interests
over developer interests and chose
openness over efficiency.
“What I hear from the community a lot is that applicants have paid
staff, and it’s their full-time job to
promote a project,” Holman argued.
“Members of the public are on their
free time — they’re involved to the
extent they can be.
“What we can do, by holding the
same process for applicants and
members of the public is to help
level the playing field so no one has
more access than anyone else.”
The proposal was defeated by a
4-3 vote.
Holman has also been heavily
involved in shaping the city’s policies for attracting businesses downtown and protecting open space. She
helped write the SOFA1 and SOFA2
master plans, which laid out the
city’s plans for the South of Forest
Avenue neighborhood in downtown
Palo Alto. She has also spearheaded
the city’s adoption of a “conditions
of approval” checklist that developers now have to complete before
building projects in the foothills.
While land-use and transparency
are the main issues Holman is focusing on, economic vitality isn’t
far behind. Holman said she hopes
to make it easier for people to open
small businesses in Palo Alto by
coordinating the city’s notoriously
tangled permitting process.
At a forum sponsored by the
Chamber of Commerce earlier this
month, Holman told the story of
a Palo Alto resident who recently
tried to open a small brewery in the
city but found the permitting process too difficult and chose Belmont

reg Scharff was born in South
Africa and lived in Los Angeles, Woodstock, N.Y., Maine,
New York and Berkeley before settling in Palo Alto in 1988.
An attorney with degrees from
Bowdoin College in Maine and the
Columbia University School of Law,
Scharff has spent the past 21 years
utterly charmed by Palo Alto’s leafy,
tight-knit neighborhoods and says
he now he wants to give back. He
lives in Midtown with his wife and
three children.
A self-described “country lawyer,” Scharff can carry on with
ease and without hesitation about
employee pensions, high-speed rail,
land use and the proposed businesslicense tax, which he says is poorly
designed and ill timed.
Scharff said fiscal discipline
would be one of his top priorities if
elected. He believes the city should
narrow its projected $10 million deficit through stricter fiscal oversight
and leaner employee benefits. He
believes city workers should pay a
share of their medical costs and supports the city’s proposal to change
the worker’s pension formula from
“2.7 percent at 55” (2.7 percent of
highest annual wage for each year of
service for retirement at age 55) to a
“2 percent at 60” formula — a proposal that has been bitterly opposed
by the Service Employees International Union, which represents more
than half of the city’s workforce.
“I think it’s a long-term threat to
the future of Palo Alto if we have
escalating health and pension benefits that we can’t afford,” Scharff
said. “We have to rein those in to a
sustainable level.”
To improve its fiscal situation, the
city should make a bigger effort to
lure revenue-generating businesses
downtown, Scharff said. At a recent
candidate forum sponsored by the
Palo Alto Chamber of Commerce,
Scharff proposed creating an ombudsman to assist business owners
and said the city’s permitting process should be streamlined.
“It should be an easy and pleasant
experience to shop and do business
in downtown Palo Alto,” Scharff
wrote in a Palo Alto Neighborhoods

(PAN) questionnaire. “Businesses
should feel that they are a welcome
partner in our community and that
they are receiving the support necessary to make our commercial areas fun and inviting places to spend
time.”
Scharff vehemently opposes the
proposed business tax, Measure A,
which he said would hurt business
owners at a tough economic time.
According to city estimates, the tax
would cost an average retail business $360 a year, while a professional business (doctors, lawyers,
dentists and others) would be asked
to pay an average of $669 a year.
In the questionnaire, Scharff calls
the tax “poorly drafted, overly broad
and not consistent with the tax levels of our neighboring cities in Santa
Clara County.”
Scharff, who runs a law firm on
California Avenue, said his legal
background makes him particularly
well-suited for handling the wide
range of land-use issues facing the
city. He said he settled in Palo Alto
because he likes the “intellectual
fervor” and “entrepreneurial spirit
of the place.” He likes the fact that
smart people from Stanford University and Palo Alto go on to start
successful companies all over the
world. He appreciates Palo Alto’s
“community feeling” and says he’s
enjoyed meeting residents throughout the campaign and discussing
major city issues with them.
He said his major goal would be
to make sure the character of the
city doesn’t change. To him, this
means assuring the city continues to
oppose any high-speed rail plan that

City Council candidate Greg Scharff stands on California Avenue,
where he is involved in supporting the local business district.

City Council candidate Gail Price sits in front of the Cantor Arts Center
at Stanford University, which she says represents many of her campaign
platforms — education, planning and the arts.

GAIL PRICE

G

ail Price is new to city politics, but the veteran urban
planner, education volunteer
and former Palo Alto Board of Education member isn’t a stranger to
public policy.
Price, 61, has spent decades scrutinizing major developments, analyzing transportation policies and
shaping the city’s education system.
She spent eight years on the school
board (terming out in 2007), where
she supported district-wide fundraising, investigated leadership
flaws in school administration, addressed school budgets and pushed
for more efficient meetings.
She also demonstrated an independent mindset by oftentimes voting against the majority view. In
2006, she was the most vehement
opponent of the intensely controversial Mandarin-immersion program
for elementary students, which was
approved by a 3-2 vote and is housed
at Ohlone Elementary School.
Price also served on the City/
School Liaison Committee and
said both the City Council and the
Board of Education would greatly
benefit from more dialogue with
each other.
But Price says it’s her background
in urban planning that makes her
particularly well-suited for tackling
the toughest issues on the City of
Palo Alto’s agenda — issues that
include the proposed high-speed
rail system up the Peninsula, next
year’s scheduled update revision of
the city’s Comprehensive Plan (the

city’s grand vision for land use and
transportation) and state mandates
calling for nearly 3,000 new housing units to balance the city’s jobs.
Price, who currently serves as executive director of the Santa Clara
Valley chapter of the American
Institute of Architects, says she is
undaunted by these high-profile
planning and transportation issues,
which she’s been dealing with for
more than two decades.
She spent 22 years as a city planner in Sunnyvale — writing numerous environmental- impact reports,
updating the zoning code and serving as project manager for Sunnyvale’s Comprehensive Plan update.
Now, with Palo Alto launching its
own Comprehensive Plan revision,
Price wants to inject her expertise
into the process. She specifically
wants the city’s Comprehensive Plan
to narrow its focus and do a better
job setting priorities. She observed
the current plan has dozens of strategies and policies within each chapter and said she believes the city is
trying to cover too many fronts.
“We need to seriously examine
what are the visions and the goals
of the community and try to do the
update of the Comprehensive Plan
with a better emphasis on these priorities,” Price said.
Among the most crucial components is the housing element — the
ongoing analysis of the city’s housing needs and housing alternatives,
she said. Other candidates, including incumbent Councilman Larry
Klein, have proposed resisting a

been living in Palo Alto and Stanford University for more than 20
years. In the mid-1990s, he owned
and operated two stores specializing in children’s clothing, toys
and accessories. He sold the stores
— called Once Upon a Child — in
1998 and turned to corporate law
(“I wanted more free time,” he says
half-jokingly).
Levens, 53, said his years in retail
taught him a great deal about the
challenges of owning a small business. As a result of his retail experience, he now holds special esteem
for business owners.
“I really have great respect for
these people,” Levens said. “It’s
not until you own a business that
you can really understand and respect what these people have to go
through.”
He believes the council has an
“anti-business philosophy” that
takes for granted that businesses
would continue to want to come to
Palo Alto. Levens feels otherwise.
To him, the current business-tax
proposal is the most obvious example of the council’s short-sightedness toward businesses. He opposes
Measure A, which is based on employee count, saying it would create
an incentive for business owners to
cut staff.
He said he would support a business tax based on gross receipts,
provided businesses would have
to pay a smaller amount than they
would in surrounding jurisdictions.
Levens said he doesn’t believe
the city shoulders a responsibility
to promote businesses. In a Palo
Alto Neighborhoods questionnaire,
Levens said he didn’t expect the city
to manage the mall where his store

mandate from the Association of
Bay Area Governments (ABAG),
which calls for the city to provide
2,700 or more additional housing
units in the next seven years.
Price takes a less antagonistic
stance. She said the city has a “social
responsibility” for providing a variety of housing options for residents
and wrote in a Palo Alto Neighborhoods questionnaire that the city
should consider dense housing along
major transportation corridors and
adjacent to transit centers.
But she also advocates re-examining the ABAG numbers, which she
feels could be high, and considering
transit and transportation options
before determining how much added housing the city could handle.
“We will be experiencing some
growth, but it’s important to evaluate
what numbers are really appropriate,
from a feasibility and management
standpoint,” Price said. “It’s really
critical in our housing element to
look at the numbers that we think
we can manage and work with.”
Price also seeks to bring a more
conciliatory approach to the city’s
stalled and bitter contract dispute
with the Service Employees International Union (SEIU), which represents more than 600 city workers. She called the current standoff
between the city and the union “a
breakdown in the process.”
To improve communication, Price
recommends setting up a “joint benefits committee” with people from
labor and management who could
meet regularly throughout the year,
develop a healthy relationship and
build trust. She said she identifies
with the values of the labor movement and called on the city to get the
employees more involved in bridging the city’s projected $10 million
budget deficit.
“I’d like to see us not making critical decisions at a point of crisis but
having communication that is more
effective,” Price told the Weekly.
“Negotiations in a crisis environment are not productive.”
Price also supports the city’s proposed business-license tax, which
will also be on the November ballot. The tax would bring about $3
million in revenues to the city, according to staff projections. She
also proposed raising revenues by
contracting services out to other jurisdictions — in the same way the
city’s Fire Department provides services to Stanford University.
City management should consult
employees and see if any other revenue-generating services could be
contracted out, she said.
“I’m convinced there are employees who’ve already given this concept some thought,” Price said.

(when he owned one) was located,
give him subsidies or determine
what stores would be located near
his. In his opinion, the city should
focus on providing essential municipal services.
“What I did expect was that the
city would efficiently and professionally provide basic services, such
as police and fire protection, that the
trash would be collected regularly,
and, most of all, that the city would
not make doing business more difficult than it inherently is.”
Levens also criticized the city’s
method for negotiating with the Service Employees International Union
— negotiations that have dragged on
since May and prompted a one-day
strike on Sept. 24. The city and the
union remain at loggerheads over
the city’s proposal to cut workers’
pension and health care benefits —
a proposal the labor union has vehemently opposed.
Levens said the city was rash in
calling for benefit reductions —
which is one of the most sensitive
subjects for the labor union. He said
the city should have solicited more
input from the labor union on how
to cut costs and should have made a
greater effort to preserve good relations with the union. Then, if needed, the city could have proposed
changes to some of the benefits.
“They picked the one issue where
there can’t be real compromise, and
now they’re driving to the edge of a
cliff and waiting for someone to cry,
‘Chicken,’” Levens told the Weekly.
At other times, he said the council negotiates too much. He was
appalled by the council’s recent
(continued on next page)

COREY LEVENS

C

orey Levens wants to change
the way the City Council conducts its business.
Levens, a corporate attorney, said
he’s grown frustrated and disappointed watching council members legislating from the bench, micromanaging projects and struggling to reach
labor agreements with city workers.
He also thinks the council has grown
lackadaisical about attracting new
businesses to Palo Alto.
A Chicago native, Levens has
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City Council candidate Corey Levens, outside the vacant Alma Plaza,
says redevelopment of such areas would generate more city revenue.
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discussion revolving around plans
to upgrade the Downtown Library.
After discussing shelf sizes and collection levels, the council ultimately
voted (after 12:40 a.m.) to request
revisions to a plan presented by
staff and vetted by several volunteer
commissions.
“It’s an example of how a wellthought-out plan is worked on by
hundreds of people over several
months, and then it’s presented to
the council,” Levens said. “Then the
council, in their all-knowing powers, changed it.”
The library episode was especially frustrating, he said, because one
of the major priorities for the council is “civic engagement.” But in this
instance, a small but vocal minority
convinced the council to ignore the
months of work by another group of
citizens, including Library Advisory
Commission members.
Levens dislikes the city’s tendency to scrutinize every detail
of proposed projects — a process
that’s become commonly known as
the “Palo Alto process.” He got his
first taste of the infamous process in
2003, when he and his wife tried to
remodel a home and experienced a
significant delay. That’s when Levens first started thinking about running for council.
Now, he hopes to get elected so that
he could represent small-business
interests, tackle the city’s projected
$10 million deficit and protect the
city from the potentially dramatic
impacts of the proposed high-speed
rail. Though he said he would need
more information before he could
make a judgment on the lattermost
controversial project, he said he opposes any high-speed-rail design
that would involve a wall stretching
along the Caltrain corridor.
Levens said he moved to Palo
Alto with his wife, Anjini Kochar,

City Council candidate Victor Frost, standing outside Whole Foods
Market, where he is often found, says he would make access to better
food for the homeless a priority.
because they felt the city reflected
their values and offered a great
place to raise a family. For a little
more than a decade, they have lived
in the city’s Green Acres neighborhood with their two daughters, aged
17 and 19, and 12-year-old son.
But Levens said he’s been disappointed to see the same group of
people going to different campaign

rallies and seeking the same commission seats year after year (a
group he has heard other people
refer to as the “Palo Alto 400”). He
hopes voters will choose him in November to bring a new voice to the
decision-making process.
“As a new candidate, and one
who has not sought or accepted the
endorsements of former or sitting

9 Workshop Series by Harrell Remodeling
Home Design and
Remodeling Workshops
For homeowners interested in learning
more about the remodeling process, these
interactive workshops promise to be
informative and fun.

Silicon Valley
Restaurant Week
Oct 14-21

We never forget it’s your home.®

Saturday, October 10, 9:00am – 11:00am
Visit SiliconValleyRestaurantWeek.com
for participating restaurants

Your Forever Home
Harrell Design Center, Mtn. View
Saturday, October 17, 10:30am -12:30pm

Whole House Remodels
Sponsored by :

Kepler’s Bookstore, Menlo Park
Saturday, October 17, 9:00am – 4:00pm

Your Forever Home
Palo Alto Adult School, Palo Alto
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council members, I believe I can
bring a sorely needed and long overdue new voice and new perspective
to the Council,” Levens wrote in the
questionnaire.

VICTOR FROST

V

ictor Frost hopes to expand
the city’s budget deficit,
tackle what he calls Palo Alto’s “crackhead” problem and put
homeless people to work growing
gardens and cleaning up the duck
pond in the Baylands.
But first, Palo Alto’s most famous
panhandler wants to get elected to
the City Council.
Frost, 61, was born in Arkansas but
has lived in Palo Alto since childhood.
He currently lives in his car — a blue
1988 Honda Accord. He also says he
uses an apartment in Redwood City,
run by the nonprofit group InnVision,
to store things and to freshen up before campaign events (“I don’t want
to smell like a goat when I go to these
forums,” he explained).
His car, he said, is his house. His
kitchen is a cooler with a portable
stove, a knife and a bag of tea; his
living room is the front passenger
seat, which faces a small television
on the dashboard (“It’s high definition, and it gets 53 channels — all
free”); his bedroom is a back seat
covered with a crumpled blanket;
and his office is his car trunk, which
houses an old printer, a laptop and
some folding chairs.
Frost, a burly man with flowing
white hair, a reddish complexion
and a sign that asks passersby for
either “good food” or “26 cents,”
rejects arguments that he shouldn’t
run for council because his apartment is in Redwood City, not in
Palo Alto. He lists as his residence
a telephone pole in Palo Alto and
said he will be sitting near the pole
when the results come in on Nov. 3
and his election to the City Council
becomes a national story.
Frost has been seeking a council
seat in every election over the past
decade but has never come close to
getting voted in. These days, he is
battling Palo Alto over the city’s sitlie ordinance, which prohibits people from sitting on public sidewalks.
Last month, a Superior Court judge
said the ordinance might have been
enforced in a discriminatory manner to target Frost (the case will be
heard in late November).
He plans on getting a $1.5 million
legal settlement from the city and
to use that money to buy an Eichler
fixer-upper. Then he could get
himself a real office and spend his
days handling city business (which
includes bridging a budget deficit
that, coincidentally, he would increase by $1.5 million).
Frost is also preparing to go to
court over an arrest citation he received last month after he yelled racial epithets at another panhandler
— an African-American amputee.
That case will also be heard in November.
But Frost doesn’t expect his legal entanglements to bog down
his campaign. In fact, he is more

confident than ever about his City
Council prospects.
“People say, ‘He’s a panhandler,’
but guess what? I spend my days
meeting and greeting people,” Frost
said during a recent interview at
his Homer Street perch, across the
street from Whole Foods Market.
“It’s all about being in touch with
people.”
If elected, Frost said his top priority would be getting tough on the aggressive “crackheads” who’ve been
plaguing Palo Alto for the past half
a decade or so. He defends his most
recent arrest by arguing that the
man at whom he was yelling racial
epithets was one such crackhead
and said the “victim” was trying to
take money out of Frost’s bowl.
“In India, they chop off your
hand for that,” Frost said at a recent
candidate forum sponsored by the
Chamber of Commerce, defending
his actions.
Frost also said he opposes the
proposed business-license tax,
Measure A, and said he would favor giving businesses tax breaks to
encourage them to stay in town. He
said he would push for the Opportunity Center — an InnVision-run
facility that provides apartments
and drop-in services to homeless
people — to serve “hot, fresh, nutritious food” every day at 5 p.m.; to
offer jobs to homeless people ($10
an hour, paid at the end of each day
— no vouchers); and to open two
dormitories with 100 beds to shelter
residents in need.
He also wants to revive the old
Palo Alto Community Farm — also
known as the “Homeless Garden” —
which once trained homeless people
in horticulture and paid them to grow
vegetables. Frost hopes the garden
could once again sprout at its former
location, across from the downtown
bus terminal, and that it would provide fresh vegetables to replace the
“Dumpster food” that he says homeless people currently have to subsist
on (his official campaign statement
includes a request, “Please, no more
Dumpster food”).
Frost said he laments what he
called the “silver-spoon” backgrounds of other council members
and candidates and said he would
defend the constitutional rights
of all city residents, should they
choose him to represent them.
“It is as clear as an Indian spotted pony on the lone prairie that
there is something very wrong with
the Palo Alto City Council and the
Palo Alto Police Department,”
Frost wrote in his candidate statement. “We must work to change
this and to resolve these problems
to a comment level.
“This in turn will improve the quality of life hear (sic) in Palo Alto.” N
Staff Writer Gennady Sheyner
can be e-mailed at gsheyner@
paweekly.com.

by grilling outdoors!
And don’t forget to pick-up your new propane tank.
A
Sign up for our online newsletter! www.paloaltohardware.com
875 Alma Street, Palo Alto, CA (650) 327-7222
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CONVERSATIONS HAPPEN
/6%2 #/&&%%

LIKE A GOOD NEIGHBOR, STATE FARM IS THERE.®
State Farm Life Insurance Company (Not licensed in NY or WI)
State Farm Life and Accident Assurance Company (Licensed in NY and WI)
(OME /FlCES "LOOMINGTON ), s STATEFARMCOM®

P062020

When was the last time you had that
conversation about Life Insurance?
Talk to me today about your life insurance needs.

Jeri Fink, Agent
Insurance Lic. #: 0590896
2225 El Camino Real
Palo Alto, CA 94306
Bus: 650-812-2700
www.jerifink.net
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WATCH THEM ONLINE
www.PaloAltoOnline.com

Ten-minute video interviews with all 14
candidates will be posted this weekend
at www.PaloAltoOnline.com

On the cover: The campaign posters of City Council candidates
grace the front of Palo Alto’s city hall. Illustration by Shannon Corey.
Photographs by Veronica Weber, Shawn Fender and from the candidates’ websites.
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Arts & Entertainment
A weekly guide to music, theater, art, movies and more, edited by Rebecca Wallace
by Rebecca Wallace

Shawn Fender

W

FROM THE

studio
gallery
TO THE

Above: In the Geometron, reflections from a triangle of mirrors
help create an illusion of a sphere that looks like a disco ball; visitors hold up plastic shapes to add color, angles and patterns to the
sphere. Right: Terry Berlier’s sculpture “Self-Leveler (aka: Tipping
Point)” has a video of ocean waves playing in its porthole.
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Shawn Fender

Stanford art faculty members show off what they’ve been
working on between lectures

Shawn Fender

hen he was a kid, John Edmark became fascinated
with a hand mirror. He could
angle it against the wall or another
mirror, and watch a new world open
up inside, all reflections and silvery
repeating patterns.
“It’s one of those places in reality
where magic can happen,” he says.
Today, the face looking back at
Edmark from the glass is still full
of youthful enthusiasm, that of a boy
turned Stanford University lecturer.
He’s standing in the Cantor Arts
Center gazing into his kaleidoscopelike artwork “The Geometron,”
which is part of a new exhibition by
13 Stanford faculty artists.
The show features quite an array
of voices. Gail Wight’s prints of tiny
animal bones; Kevin Bean’s painting of Jesus, Abraham Lincoln and
Maria von Trapp; and Joel Leivick’s
primordial forest photos all keep
company with Edmark’s mathematical art.
Edmark’s fascination with mirrors
hasn’t waned since he was a child,
nor has the pull of patterns. As he
stands with his art, the stripes on his
oxford shirt seem especially precise,
as though he himself were part of
the show. “If change is the only constant in nature,” he once said in an
artist’s statement, “it is written in
the language of geometry.”
The heart of Edmark’s Geometron is three big mirrors forming a
triangle inside a framework of wood
that the artist built himself. Sit in a
chair and peer into the triangle, and
you can see that magical silvery universe.
Visitors use plastic cut-outs to
create reflected patterns inside the
Geometron. They hold the shapes
up against a window, and a video
camera records the shapes and sends
them to a TV monitor at one end of
the Geometron. The image in the
monitor is reflected in the triangle
of mirrors, creating the illusion of
a sphere that looks like a disco ball.
A black light gives extra pop to the
shapes’ bright colors.
The piece invites all manner of experiments. Sometimes the simplest
cut-out shapes can yield the most intricate results. One basic rectangle
can reflect multiple ways, creating
triangles or diamonds marching
across the sphere. Edmark grins as
he tilts the rectangle a certain way,
giving the sphere a soccer-ball pattern.
Edmark created the Geometron
while he was an artist in residence at
the Exploratorium last year. In 2010
it will travel the country as part of
the San Francisco science museum’s
Geometry Playground exhibit.
“I wanted to create an intuitive
and exciting experience of geometry,” Edmark says. “You don’t have
to know about geometry to appreciate the piece, but you can learn lessons here about patterns, angles and
shapes.”

Opposite: John
Edmark describes his kaleidoscope-like
artwork “The
Geometron.”
Left: Enrique
Chagoya’s 2007
etching “Border Patrol on
Acid” recalls
his earlier days
as a political
cartoonist.

These lessons are accessible to
all, he adds, because there’s a universal appeal in symmetry. “Our
vision system is part of our survival. It has to do with recognizing patterns: Is that a predator, or
prey?” he says. “We get a kind of
gratification when we recognize a
pattern.”
Edmark clearly gets gratification from his work at Stanford as
well. He came here nine years ago
as a student, embarking on a new
career after earning a master’s
degree in computer science from
Columbia University and working
in virtual environments. “I felt
myself longing for a dialogue with
the materials,” he says.
Stanford drew him in with its
unusual design/art collaboration,
a joint program between the mechanical engineering and the art
and art history departments. “It
was the closest thing I found to a
program for inventing,” Edmark
says. He earned a second master’s
from Stanford, in product design,
and teaches classes including one
on how to design an Exploratorium-style exhibit.
The Cantor’s current faculty
show, where the Geometron now
dwells, has been enjoyable for
Edmark. He says he doesn’t get to
socialize with his fellow Stanford
faculty as much as he’d like, and
this show offers him “the joy of
learning what everyone has been
up to.”
Across the room, an expanse of
gallery is devoted to works by art
and art history professor Enrique
Chagoya, who specializes in painting, drawing and printmaking.
Whereas Edmark looks at patterns, Chagoya focuses on borders.
In recent years, he’s spent much
time exploring, as he puts it, “issues of illegal immigration, racial
stereotypes and xenophobia in a
post-9/11 world.” Born in 1953
in Mexico City, Chagoya lived
on both sides of the U.S. border
in the 1970s, graduated from U.C.
Berkeley in 1987, and later had a
residency at Monet’s Giverny gardens in France. He became a U.S.
citizen in 2000.
Chagoya’s 2007 etching “Border
Patrol on Acid,” like many of his
works, has a satirical feel, recalling
his days as a political cartoonist in
Mexico. An agent with blankedout eyes fires a large gun; out
come helpless, tumbling plucked
chickens wearing sombreros.

Along another wall, the long
mixed-media monoprint “The
New Illegal Alien’s Guide to Critical Theory” stretches out. It’s a
landscape of icons, symbols and
images from a sea of cultures and
eras. One imagines a new immigrant trying to navigate a strange
world, trying to make sense of the
Campbell’s-esque soup can, the
dog wearing a suit, the men in
plumed hats and knee pants.
Despite the print’s sometimes
confusing feel, Chagoya sees it
as “celebrating differences and
all kinds of cultures,” he says in
a phone interview. The work is
also a tip of the hat to the 19thcentury French Symbolist painter
Gustave Moreau. In one corner, a
woman in a wild headdress and
mask asks: “Habla Aramaic? Tu
connais Gustave Moreau?”
Chagoya departs from the figurative in a pair of abstract acrylic
paintings that swirl and splash like
Rorschach inkblots. The paintings
have sayings across them: One
says “don’t do today what you can
do tomorrow”; the other reads
“illegal alien’s guide to greater
america.”
Chagoya chuckles as he discusses the latter work. “I thought
it looked like a painting of the
universe, sort of like ‘Star Trek.’
‘Where no illegal alien has gone
before,’” he says. “America is the
universe, a cultural galaxy, with so
many cultures co-mingling here.”
Artistic voices certainly comingle here in the Cantor gallery.
Passing Chagoya’s work, a visitor
encounters the eternally-in-motion “Self-Leveler (aka: Tipping
Point),” a sculpture by Terry Berlier that can induce feelings of energy or mal de mer. The wooden
piece rocks back and forth, its
porthole filled with a video monitor displaying a splashy scene of
crashing ocean waves.
Nearby, Lukas Felzmann’s photos of meticulously arranged found
objects take a bleaker look at the
ocean world. Toys, buttons, a key,
a broken credit card — all were
swallowed by sea gulls and then
regurgitated into nests on the Farallon Islands. The credit card expired in 2007.
Just beyond the stark feel of
Felzmann’s “Gull Juju” series is a
more cheerful collection of acrylic works on canvas over shaped
wood forms. These are by Matt
Kahn, the art department’s elder

statesman (he’s been at Stanford
since 1949). “Cupola” and “Standing Ovation” play with parallel
lines and dot patterns, bright and
lively.
Back in Edmark’s area, the appeal of patterns carries on. A small
crowd surrounds his sculpture
“Kinetic Spiral Tower,” a twisty
tower of stretched-out squarish shapes fashioned from light
wood. In places the “squares” are
attached together by cloth impregnated with glue. In other places
they seem to hover in mid-air,
but Edmark swears there are no
strings attached.
Edmark planned to make a
spiral that could be rolled into a
tower, a process shown in a video
playing on a gallery wall. This
proved successful — with an unexpected bonus.
One day the tower came loose in
places, the squares spreading out,
and yet the tower still remained
upright, airier than ever. Somehow
the squares seem to fall into each
other, maintaining the tower’s stability. How does it work?
“Ask a physicist,” Edmark says,
laughing. “You never know what
direction your work will take.” N
What: “From Their Studios,”
an exhibition by 13 Stanford
art faculty members
Where: Cantor Arts Center,
Stanford
When: Through Jan. 3. The
museum is open Wednesday
through Sunday from 11 a.m.
to 5 p.m., Thursdays until 8.
Cost: Free
Info: Go to museum.stanford.
edu or call 650-723-4177.
The artists are giving talks
at the Cantor; Edmark will
speak at 7 p.m. Oct. 14, with
Chagoya at 7 p.m. Dec. 3.
Chagoya also has a private
show of prints through Dec.
16 at Smith Andersen Editions at 440 Pepper Ave. in
Palo Alto. Go to www.smith
andersen.com.

The United Nations Association Film Festival kicks
off Oct. 17 with screenings at
Palo Alto’s Aquarius Theatre.
For more about the festival and
other arts events, go to www.
PaloAltoOnline.com, click on
“Palo Alto Weekly” and head
for the Worth A Look section
in the Oct. 9 Weekly.
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Marionettes meet
17th-century feminism
The Magnificat ensemble explores the lost art
of puppet opera
by Be’eri Moalem

L

overs of classical music all
know masters such as Bach,
Mozart and Beethoven; their
music is performed year after year.
Some may even know 17th-century names such as Monteverdi and
Purcell. But what about composers
such as Peri, Allegri, Melani or Caccini? Cazzati, Rovetta and Rigatti?
When examining the music of the
17th century, Stanford musicologist
Warren Stewart was amazed at its
beauty, and how relatively rarely
it is performed. So he co-founded
Magnificat, a San Francisco earlymusic ensemble that promotes and
performs 17th-century music.
Magnificat’s performers try to
give authentic Baroque-style concerts, using special instruments such

as valve-less horns and working
within an entirely different style of
musical organization and style (clefs
and key signatures did not function
as they do today).
“The 17th century was a big experiment,” Stewart said, referring
to the arts as well as science. “Suddenly Earth was not the center of the
universe but a tiny speck in space,
and suddenly exaggerated human
emotions were depicted in painting
and in this new art form, opera.”
Next week, Magnificat brings to
Palo Alto an opera that is particularly pioneering — Stewart says it’s
the first opera composed by a woman. Francesca Caccini’s “La Liberazione di Ruggiero” is a tale of two
powerful sorceresses who battle over

One of the marionettes from “La
Liberazione di Ruggiero.”
the political fate of a young prince.
Over the course of the story, monsters are conjured up and one of the
women magically transforms into a
man and then back into a woman.
According to Stewart, the political
subtext and symbolism were not lost
on Archduchess Maria Magdalena,

who commissioned the opera as the
prelude to an equestrian ballet. She
was struggling to hold on to power
in the early 1620s after her husband
died and his heir was only 10 years
old; feminism and gender power
struggles are age-old themes.
Meanwhile, Stewart said, the
feminist angle is magnified by the
fact that the opera was composed by
arguably one of the first women in
modern history to make a full career
out of music. The main breadwinner in her family, Caccini was a respected lutist, harpsichordist, singer,
writer and composer.
In addition, Magnificat’s production of “La Liberazione” features
the lost art of puppet opera. Once
a thriving tradition, especially in
Italy, puppetry has been usurped
by film and TV media. But this
production provides a rare opportunity to see ornate miniatures and
mechanized special effects in a live
performance.
The Seattle-based Carter Family Marionettes group, which will
be featured in this production, has
been working with puppets for more
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need - and buy a chance
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than 30 years.
“We build them ourselves. We
carve the wood and paint all the
scenery,” company founder Stephen
Carter said. The Carters have toured
the world with their puppets, performing from Uzbekistan to France
to Mexico. Three generations of
Carters are all involved in the production.
Puppet theater originates from the
time of troubadours who traveled
Europe singing epic poems about
adventures full of magic, love and
sword fighting, Carter said. When
political satire was added to the
mix, fussy rulers were dismayed.
They decreed restrictions on the
number of actors allowed on stage.
The actors cleverly circumvented
the laws by acting with dolls instead
of live actors, and so marionettes
were born.
“Marionettes are able to do fantastic things,” Carter said. “They
can fly through the air. They can
burst into flames. You can chop
a character’s head off. We built a
wave machine.”
In the 17th century, before the
days of cinematic special effects,
at royal courts “extremely elaborate
stage mechanisms were constructed,” Carter said. “They had huge
revolving drums with ropes and pulleys and an extraordinary amount
of painting. Nobody can afford to
build these sets live today. But we
do it in half scale. Compared to (today’s) cinema magic the effects can
seem naïve ... but it was really quite
spectacular.” Having this happen
on stage gives extra meaning to the
phrase “deus ex machina.”
Only a handful of puppet opera
productions have taken place in the
past decade, and most use recorded
music, Carter said.
In Magnificat’s Oct. 16 production, the singers will be in the pit
with the musicians rather than on
stage, and thus won’t act out the action as they normally would. At center stage are the 3-foot-tall puppets
operated by metal rods. The opera is
90 minutes long and sung in Italian
with translations in supertitles.
This will be the first of Magnificat’s four concerts this season,
each featuring music from a different Italian city: Florence, Milan,
Venice and Mantua. Stewart, who
traveled in Italy this summer, said,
“Although the cities are modern in
every way, you are always aware of
the past.”
Anybody who has been to Italy
can confirm that thanks to the overload of art and architecture, history
surely asserts itself, Stewart said.
“Though I can’t afford to take my
audience on a grand tour of Italy, we
can do it musically.” N

www.LosAltosHillsRaffle.com
Grand Prize Deadline: Nov. 16, 2009. Grand Prize drawing on Nov. 30, 2009
InnVision is the largest shelter & service provider in SiliconValley.
Proceeds from this raffle will help us help 24,000 of your neighbors in need.

Sponsored by:
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What: Early-music ensemble
Magnificat performs Francesca
Caccini’s “La Liberazione di
Ruggiero,” with period instruments and puppets.
Where: First Lutheran Church,
600 Homer Ave., Palo Alto
When: 8 p.m. Friday, Oct. 16
Cost: Tickets are $35 general,
$24 for seniors and $12 for
students.
Info: Go to www.magnificat
baroque.com or call 415-2652948.
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Your Child’s Health University
Lucile Packard Children’s Hospital offers classes and seminars designed
to foster good health and enhance the lives of parents and children.

WOULD YOU LIKE TO PARTICIPATE?

ALL ABOUT PREGNANCY
Our newest class is designed to offer an overview of pregnancy for the newly pregnant or
about-to-be pregnant couple. The program will include the physical and emotional changes
of pregnancy, comfort measures for pregnancy, maternal nutrition and fitness, pregnancy
precautions, fetal development and growth, pregnancy testing, life changes and more.

The City of Palo Alto is now accepting applications for
membership on the COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK
GRANT (CDBG) CITIZEN’S ADVISORY COMMITTEE (CAC).
Annually, the seven-member CAC makes recommendations regarding the expenditure of approximately $700,000
in Federal CDBG funds. Grants are awarded to nonproﬁt
organizations to address a variety of local housing, homeless, human service, and community development needs.
Additionally grants may be awarded for economic development for non-proﬁt and for-proﬁt subrecipients.

This first offering of the class will be complimentary but please call to reserve a space.
- Sunday, October 25: 1:00 - 3:00 pm

PREPARING FOR MULTIPLES SEMINAR
Are you expecting twins, triplets or more? With the potential for early delivery, expectant
parents of multiples are encouraged to learn everything there is to know about carrying
and delivering multiple infants.
- Sunday, November 1: 12:30 - 5:00 pm

Those who are, or who advocate for, persons of low and
moderate income, persons with disabilities, members of
minority groups, or the elderly are encouraged to apply.
Members will be appointed by the Mayor to serve a twoyear term. Committee members must live or work in Palo
Alto. The Citizen Advisory Committee will meet on Tuesday or Thursday evenings from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. during the
months of January, February and March (if needed) with two
or more additional meetings the rest of the year.

PEDIATRIC WEIGHT CONTROL PROGRAM OPEN HOUSE
This family-based, behavioral and educational weight management program promotes
healthy eating andexercise habits for overweight children and their families. More than
80% of children achieve long-term weight loss through this program – and parents
lose weight too! Call (650) 725-4424 for information.
- Tuesday, November 3: 7:00 - 8:00 pm
CHILDBIRTH PREP CLASS
Our Childbirth Prep Class is designed to explain the variations and choices surrounding
birth. Along with preparation for labor and birth through lecture, discussion and film,
the class includes relaxation and breathing techniques, medical pain relief options and
the important role of the support person for the laboring mother.
- Two Sundays: November 8 & 15: 1:00 - 5:00 pm

For an application and/or further information, please contact:
Kathy Marx
650/329-2428 phone; or
kathy.marx@cityofpaloalto.org
Applications are also available on the City’s website at
www.cityofpaloalto.org/cdbg.
APPLICATION DEADLINE IS OCTOBER 29, 2009 AT
5:00 P.M. Applications received after the deadline
will not be accepted.

Call (650) 723-4600 or visit www.lpch.org to register or obtain more
information on the times, locations and fees for these and other courses.
L U C I L E PA C K A R D

Persons with disabilities who require auxiliary aids or services in using City
facilities, services or programs, or who would like information on the City’s
compliance with the Americans With Disabilities Act (ADA) of 1990, may
contact:

C H I L D R E N’S
H O S P I T A L

(650) 329-2550 (voice), ada@cityofpaloalto.org. Sign language interpreters will be provided upon request with 72 hours in advance notice.

CALL

TODAY

TO

SIGN

UP

FOR

CLASSES

(650)

723-4600
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Movies

Movie reviews by Jeanne Aufmuth, Peter Canavese,Tyler Hanley and Susan Tavernetti
OPENINGS
Unfortunately, the film surrounding the image lacks the freshness
and vitality Fontaine ascribes to
her heroine; enter knowing nothing about Coco Chanel, and you’ll
exit wondering why you bothered
to find out.
Those who already belong to
the cult of Coco are clearly the
target audience for “Coco Before
Chanel,” the only film bio officially approved by the house that Coco
built. Adapted by Fontaine and
her sister Camille (with an assist

Coco Before Chanel
--1/2
(Aquarius) A picture is worth a
thousand words, so they say, and
one image in “Coco Before Chanel”
effectively sums up the whole 110
minutes. The film’s true-life heroine, fashion-designer-to-be Coco
Chanel, lies in dead leaves, her head
resting at the base of a mossy tree.
Director Anne Fontaine sees Chanel
as fertile imagination personified
amid a dead landscape, a genius
among intellectual plebeians.
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from Christopher Hampton) from
Edmonde Charles-Roux’s book
“Chanel and Her World,” the film
goes back to the orphanage where
Gabrielle Chanel was left by her
father. Leaping ahead to her days
as a Parisian seamstress and cabaret singer, the film depicts Gabrielle (Audrey Tautou) and her sister
(Marie Gillain) singing the novelty
ditty “Who’s Seen Coco in the Trocadero?”
Shrewd Coco understands that
she must hitch her star to a man to
get anywhere in 1908 Paris. She sets
her sights on playboy Étienne Bal-

san (Benoît Poelvoorde). The film
doesn’t shy from Coco’s shameless
self-invention — her willingness
to exploit herself — and Fontaine
sees the later intrusion of a genuine
romantic interest as enough drama
to justify the film. Alessandro
Nivola plays the presumable love of
Chanel’s life, “Boy” Capel, a suave
exception among the buffoonish
idle riche. In Poelvoorde’s hands,
Balsan proves the most captivating
figure, a mostly good-humored sap
who allows himself to be used.
Fontaine designs her soft account
to precede the most interesting pe-

, Kyle Smith

“The funniest comedy since ‘The Hangover.’”

Couples Retreat --1/2
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NOW PLAYING
CHECK LOCAL LISTINGS FOR THEATERS AND SHOWTIMES
SORRY, NO PASSES ACCEPTED FOR THIS ENGAGEMENT

UNIVERSAL PICTURES PRESENTS IN ASSOCIATION WITH RELATIVITY MEDIA A WILD WEST PICTURE SHOW/STUBER
PICTURES PRODUCTION VINCE VAUGHNPRODUCEDÆ“COUPLES RETREAT” JASON BATEMANWRITTENJON FAVREAU FAIZON LOVE KRISTIN DAVIS MALIDIRECTED
N AKERMAN KRISTEN BELL AND JEAN RENO A R RAHMAN
EXECUTIVE
PRODUCERS VICTORIA VAUGHNGUY RIEDEL
BY VINCE VAUGHN SCOTT STUBER
BY JON FAVREAU AND VINCE VAUGHN & DANA FOX
BY PETER BILLINGSLEY A UNI V ERSAL PICTURE
SOUNDTRACK COMPOSED AND PRODUCED BY A R RAHMAN FEATURES THE NEW SONGS “NANA” AND “SAJNA”
MUSIC
BY

SOUNDTRACK ON RELATIVITY MUSIC GROUP

STARTS FRIDAY, OCTOBER 9

© 2009 UNIVERSAL STUDIOS

CHECK LOCAL LISTINGS FOR THEATRES AND SHOWTIMES

MOBILE USERS: For Showtimes - Text COUPLES with your ZIP CODE to 43KIX (43549)!
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Rated PG-13 for sexual content
and smoking. One hour, 50 minutes.
— Peter Canavese

       
      
      



riods of Chanel’s life, but the fatal
flaw is in the lugubrious treatment.
If Chanel’s early years were really
this boring, why bother with them?
The film lightly touches on
what made Chanel important —
her groundbreaking liberation of
women from constricting fashions
— but avoids her Nazi-collaborationist disgrace (skipping over it for
a glimpse of Chanel in her fashionable prime). Tautou turns in a solid
but sullen performance as Chanel,
and though the film is prettily photographed, it’s also a rather dull
and unchallenging account of one
woman’s ambitious social climb in
a man’s world.

(Century 16, Century 20) Vince
Vaughn and Jon Favreau rekindled
their producer-actor relationship to
create an enjoyable comedy for the
post-”Swingers” set. The sparkling
cast serves up some memorable oneliners. But the predictable screenplay and sluggish comic timing of
first-time helmer Peter Billingsley
prevent the laughs in “Couples Retreat” from flowing as freely as the
tropical drinks.
The hook is simple: To obtain a
package deal, Jason and Cynthia
(Jason Bateman and Kristen Bell),
a Midwestern couple with marital problems, must convince their
friends to travel with them to an island resort specializing in couples
counseling. Long overdue for a honeymoon, Dave and Ronnie (Vince
Vaughn and Malin Akerman) agree
to go. Married high-school sweethearts Joey and Lucy (Jon Favreau
and Kristin Davis) join divorced
Shane (Faizon Love) and his 20year-old girlfriend (Kali Hawk)
with expectations of a sun-soaked
vacation.
In a belabored set-up, co-writers
Vaughn, Favreau and Dana Fox
(“The Wedding Date” and “What
Happens in Vegas”) establish the
main characters as individuals in
various stages of relationships. Too

Capitalism: A Love Story
1:00 4:00 7:15
Fri/Sat 10:05
Capitalism: A Love Story
2:30 5:30
Fri/Sat 8:30

MOVIE TIMES
The Boys are Back
(PG-13) -Bright Star (PG) -Capitalism: A Love Story
(R) ---

Cloudy With a Chance of
Meatballs (PG)
(Not Reviewed)
Coco Before Chanel
(PG-13) --1/2
Couples Retreat
(PG-13) --1/2

District 9 (R)
(Not Reviewed)
Fame (PG) (Not Reviewed)
From Mexico With Love
(PG-13) (Not Reviewed)
The Informant! (R)
(Not Reviewed)
Inglourious Basterds
(R) --The Invention of Lying
(PG-13) --1/2
Julie & Julia (PG-13) --Love Happens (PG-13) The Metropolitan Opera:
Tosca (Not Rated)
(Not Reviewed)
My One and Only
(PG-13) --Paranormal Activity
(R) (Not Reviewed)
Surrogates (PG-13)
(Not Reviewed)
Toy Story 2 in Disney
Digital 3-D (G)
(Not Reviewed)
Toy Story in Disney
Digital 3-D (G)
(Not Reviewed)
Whip It (PG-13)
(Not Reviewed)
Zombieland (R)
(Not Reviewed)

Century 20: 11:45 a.m.; 2:20, 4:50, 7:20 & 9:50 p.m.
Aquarius: 2:30, 5:30 & 8:30 p.m.
Guild: 2, 5 & 8 p.m.
Century 20: 11:35 a.m.; 12:55, 2:35, 3:50, 5:30,
6:55, 8:30 & 10 p.m. Sat. also at 10 a.m. Palo Alto
Square: 1, 2:30, 4, 5:30 & 7:15 p.m. Fri.-Sun. also at
8:30 p.m. Fri.-Sat. also at 10:05 p.m.
Century 16: In 3D at 11:55 a.m.; 2:20, 4:40, 7:35 &
10 p.m. Century 20: 12:45, 3:10, 5:35, 8:10 & 10:25
p.m. Sat. also at 10:20 a.m. In 3D at 11:35 a.m.;
1:55, 4:25, 7:05 & 9:35 p.m.
Aquarius: 2, 4:30, 7 & 9:30 p.m.
Century 16: 11:45 a.m.; 1:05, 2:25, 3:45, 5:05, 6:25,
7:45, 9:05 & 10:25 p.m. Century 20: 11:40 a.m.;
12:35, 1:35, 2:25, 3:20, 4:15, 5:10, 6, 7, 7:55, 8:45,
9:45 & 10:40 p.m. Sat. also at 9:55 & 10:55 a.m.
Century 16: 12:25 & 5:55 p.m.
Century 16: 1, 3:40, 7:10 & 9:55 p.m. Century 20:
11:25 a.m.; 2:15, 4:55, 7:25 & 10:10 p.m.
Century 16: 12:15, 2:50, 5:30, 7:55 & 10:15 p.m.
Century 20: 12:25, 2:50, 5:15, 7:40 & 10:05 p.m.
Century 16: 11:35 a.m.; 2:20, 5, 7:40 & 10:20 p.m.
Century 20: 11:20 a.m.; 1:50, 4:30, 7:10 & 9:40 p.m.
Century 16: 3:10 & 9:50 p.m. Century 20: 7:10 p.m.
Fri. & Sun.-Thu. also at 1:15 p.m.
Century 16: 11:40 a.m.; 2:15, 4:45, 7:15 & 9:45 p.m.
Century 20: 12:05, 2:40, 5:20, 7:50 & 10:20 p.m.
Century 16: 12:20 & 7 p.m. Century 20: 11:15 a.m.; 2,
4:45, 7:35 & 10:20 p.m.
Century 16: 3:15 & 8:40 p.m. Century 20: 4:35 &
10:30 p.m.
Century 20: Sat. at 10 a.m. Palo Alto Square: Sat. at
10 a.m.

swim with sharks and practice questionable yoga positions. Real-life relationship issues surface, while the
comedy spoofs personality types
and New Age therapies.
Another twist adds tension and
the opportunity for plot development: The friends discover that the
resort has a singles-only wild side.
They’re sequestered in the “palace
of solitude” Eden Rock West; the
swinging-singles paradise is east of
their Eden.
Will the couples rediscover love?
“Couples Retreat” is a comedy,
so this central question will have
a happy-ending answer. Tagging
along for the journey is pleasant
enough, but the Hallmark themes
and sporadic comic surprises don’t
make for a rollicking, unforgettable
experience.
Rated: PG-13 for sexual content
and language. 1 hour, 7 minutes.

Century 16: 11:50 a.m.; 2:30, 5:10, 7:50 & 10:30
p.m. Century 20: 11:15 a.m.; 1:55, 4:40, 7:25 & 10:15
p.m.
Century 16: 11:30 a.m.; 12:40, 1:45, 3, 4, 5:15, 6:15,
7:30, 8:30 & 10:05 p.m. Century 20: 11:20 a.m.;
12:20, 1:30, 2:30, 3:40, 4:45, 5:50, 7:15, 8:05, 9:30
& 10:25 p.m. Sat. also at 10 a.m.

For a review of “The Boys are
Back,” go to www.PaloAltoOn
line.com and click on “Movies.”

much screen time is devoted to Jason’s controlling approach to life,
and Billingsley continually holds
comic moments, such as a child
urinating in a showroom toilet, for
a beat too long.
The pace quickens when the

group arrives at Eden Rock, the
brainchild of “couples whisperer”
Monsieur Marcel (Jean Reno). To
everyone’s surprise, couples therapy
is a requirement — and an unconventional one. The couples reluctantly undress in front of the group,

“WICKEDLY FUNNY.”
Karen Durbin, ELLE

“HEAVEN
ON WHEELS.”

Carrie Rickey, THE PHILADELPHIA INQUIRER

October 12-16, 10 am - 12 pm
Come find out how Avenidas Village can keep
you independent, mobile, safe and connected.
450 Bryant Street
Palo Alto, CA
(650) 289-5405
www.avenidasvillage.org

Santa Clara Valley Water District

Public hearing

Proposed Ordinance
You are invited
Topic:

Proposed Ordinance providing for increase in Compensation of Directors
of Santa Clara Valley Water District

Who:

Santa Clara Valley Water District

What:

Board Compensation

When: October 13, 2009 at 10:00 a.m.
Place: Santa Clara Valley Water District Board Room
5700 Almaden Expressway
San Jose, CA 95118

( Skip it (( Some redeeming qualities ((( A good bet (((( Outstanding
Internet address: For show times, plot synopses, theater addresses, trailers
and more information about films playing, go to Palo Alto Online at http://www.
PaloAltoOnline.com/

Open House

— Susan Tavernetti

Aquarius: Fri.-Wed. at 3, 5:30 & 8 p.m. Thu. at 2 &
4:30 p.m.
Century 16: 11:25 a.m.; 12:30, 1:35, 2:40, 3:50, 4:55,
6, 7:05, 8:10, 9:15 & 10:30 p.m.
Century 16: Noon, 2:35, 5, 7:20 & 9:40 p.m. Century
20: 12:10, 2:35, 5:05, 7:45 & 9:55 p.m.
Century 16: 1:20, 5:20 & 9:20 p.m. Century 20: 1:25,
2:45, 5:25, 6:45, 9:25 & 10:45 p.m.
Century 16: 11:25 a.m.; 3:25 & 7:25 p.m. Century 20:
11:30 a.m.; 12:50, 3:30, 4:50, 7:30 & 8:50 p.m.

National Aging in Place Week

The Board of Directors of Santa Clara Valley Water District does ORDAIN as follows:
FIRST: This ordinance is adopted pursuant to Chapter 2, Division 10, Section 20200, and following of
the California Water Code.
SECOND: For each calendar year following the effective date of this ordinance, the current
compensation of two hundred sixty dollars and three cents ($260.03) per day provided to each District
Board member for each day’s attendance at Board meetings, or for each day’s service rendered as a
member of the Board by request of the Board, is increased by an amount equal to five (5) percent, for a
total of two hundred seventy three dollars and three cents ($273.03), commencing on January 1, 2010.
The increase is in accordance with the California Water Code Section 20202 which authorizes the
Board to increase compensation up to five (5) percent for each calendar year following the last
increase adopted by ordinance. The last increase adopted by Ordinance 08-02 for calendar year 2009
represented an amount equal to ten (10) percent over the 2007 compensation, five (5) percent for 2008
calendar year and five (5) percent for 2009 calendar year.
THIRD: This ordinance shall not be deemed to authorize compensation for more than a total of ten (10)
days in any calendar month.
FOURTH: This ordinance shall become effective not less than 60 days from the date of its final passage,
which final passage must follow a public hearing thereon.
Reasonable efforts will be made to accomodate persons with disabilities wishing to attend this public
hearing. For additional information on attending this hearing including requesting accommodations for
disabilities or interpreter assistance, please contact the
Office of the Clerk of the Board
at (408) 265-2607, ext. 2277,
at least three days prior to the hearing.

MOBILE USERS - FOR SHOWTIMES - TEXT WHIP IT AND YOUR ZIP CODE TO 43 KIX (43549)

NOW PLAYING AT A THEATRE NEAR YOU

9/2009_SS

CHECK LOCAL LISTINGS FOR THEATRES AND SHOWTIMES
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PIZZA
Pizza Chicago 424-9400
4115 El Camino Real, Palo Alto

of the week

This IS the best pizza in town
Spot A Pizza 324-3131
115 Hamilton Ave, Palo Alto
Voted Best Pizza in Palo Alto

R ISTOR A NT E

www.spotpizza.com

AMERICAN

CHINESE

Armadillo Willy’s 941-2922

Peking Duck 856-3338

1031 N. San Antonio Rd., Los Altos
Range: $5.00-13.00

Trader Vic’s 849-9800
2310 El Camino Real, Palo Alto
We also deliver.

Also at Town & Country Village,
Palo Alto 327-4111

Burmese

Su Hong – Menlo Park

Burmese & Chinese Cuisine

Sun 4:30 - 9:30pm

Dining Phone: 323–6852
Available for private luncheons
To Go: 322–4631
Winner, Palo Alto Weekly “Best Of”

Lounge open nightly

8 years in a row!

Happy Hour Mon-Fri 4-6 pm

INDIAN

SEAFOOD

Darbar Indian Cuisine 321-6688

Cook’s Seafood 325-0604

129 Lytton, Downtown Palo Alto

751 El Camino Real, Menlo Park

Green Elephant Gourmet
(650) 494-7391

4269 El Camino Real, Palo Alto
Dinner Mon-Thurs 5-10pm; Fri-Sat 5-11pm;

Hobee’s 856-6124
4224 El Camino Real, Palo Alto

POLYNESIAN

3950 Middlefield Rd., Palo Alto
(Charleston Shopping Center)
Dine-In, Take-Out, Local Delivery-Catering

CHINESE

Lunch Buffet M-F; Open 7 days
Janta Indian Restaurant 462-5903

Seafood Dinners from
$6.95 to $10.95

Spalti Ristorante
serves delicious,
authentic Northern Italian
cuisine, in a casually
elegant, comfortable
and spacious setting.
Enjoy the freshest
pasta, salads, seafood,
veal, chicken and lamb
attractively presented
with the experience
of dining in Italy.

369 Lytton Ave., Downtown Palo Alto
Chef Chu’s (650) 948-2696
1067 N. San Antonio Road
on the corner of El Camino, Los Altos

Lunch Buffet M-F; Organic Veggies

ITALIAN

2008 Best Chinese
MV Voice & PA Weekly
Jing Jing 328-6885
443 Emerson St., Palo Alto
Authentic Szechwan, Hunan
Food To Go, Delivery

THAI

417 California Ave.
Palo Alto 327-9390

Thaiphoon Restaurant 323-7700

www.Spalti.com

543 Emerson St., Palo Alto
Spalti Ristorante 327-9390
417 California Ave, Palo Alto
ÝµÕÃÌiÊ`ÊUÊ"ÕÌ`ÀÊ }
www.spalti.com

JAPANESE & SUSHI

Full Bar, Outdoor Seating
www.thaiphoonrestaurant.com
Best Thai Restaurant in Palo Alto
3 Years in a Row, 2006-2007-2008

www.jingjinggourmet.com
Ming’s 856-7700

Fuki Sushi 494-9383

1700 Embarcadero East, Palo Alto

4119 El Camino Real, Palo Alto

www.mings.com

Open 7 days a Week

New Tung Kee Noodle House

MEXICAN

520 Showers Dr., MV in San Antonio Ctr.
Voted MV Voice Best ‘01, ‘02, ‘03 & ‘04

Palo Alto Sol 328-8840

STEAKHOUSE
Sundance the Steakhouse 321-6798
1921 El Camino Real, Palo Alto
Lunch: Mon-Fri 11:30 am-2:00pm
Dinner: Mon-Thu 5:00-10:00pm

Prices start at $3.75 See Coupon

408 California Ave, Palo Alto

Fri-Sat 5:00-10:30pm, Sun 5:00-9:00pm

947-8888

Õ}iÊiÕÊUÊiÃÌÞiÊ,iV«iÃ

www.sundancethesteakhouse.com
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Search a complete
listing of local
restaurant
reviews by location
or type of food on
PaloAltoOnline.com

Eating Out
RESTAURANT REVIEW

Taste of the times
In this economy, Osteria’s reasonably priced Italian
comfort food fits right in
by Dale F.
f you’re looking for trendy
Mediterranean cuisine, skip
Osteria. If you want a dimly lit
romantic Italian ristorante, forget
Osteria. If you hanker for fourstar Euro elegance, pass right on
by Osteria.
But if you’re seeking goodquality, old-fashioned Italian fare
at reasonable prices, Osteria in
downtown Palo Alto is the place
for you. Decor-wise, the restaurant
reminds me of dozens of places
found in North Beach three or
four decades ago. It’s stylishly
nondescript in a comforting sort
of way.
Large but unimposing Expressionist art decorates the walls;
tables have linens but there are no
candles; and tiny vases hold plastic flowers. The background music

Veronica Weber

I

A Weekly reviewer praised Osteria’s veal piccata as “milky tender” and “subtle.”

DINNER BY THE MOVIES AT SHORELINE’S

Pizzeria Venti
ons
ervati
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e
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ceptin
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l
i
a
v
a
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cateri

Bentson
is eclectic: Elvis during one visit,
New Orleans jazz on another.
The food is reassuring. All the
old standards play well here: lots
of generously portioned pasta
dishes, tender veal offerings, fresh
fish, daily specials, creamy desserts and a wine list that pleases
the wallet.
“We have two chefs in the kitchen. Both have been with us since
the beginning, nearly 24 years,”
said Greg Piccinini, who co-owns
the restaurant with his father, Angelo. “In addition, my father still
makes some of the sauces and
pasta. In the kitchen, we still do
things the old fashioned way. ...
One of our waiters has been with
us since the beginning as well.”
(continued on next page)

All coastal regions of Italy serve some version of this dish. In the north it
is Burrida alla Genovese, in Tuscany it’s Cacciucco Livornese and along
the Amalﬁ coast it’s Zuppe di Pesce. The American dish Cioppino gets its
beginning from these dishes. No matter the myriad of names and recipe
variations, this dish holds an honored and storied place in Italian cooking.

From our kitchen to yours.
Buon appetito!
Chef Marco, Venti’s Chef

Zuppe di Pesce
(Fish soup)
s
s
s
s

 CLOVES GARLIC CHOPPED
PINCH OF RED PEPPER mAKES
 CUP OLIVE OIL
 LB SQUID CLEANED AND CUT INTO
 INCH RINGS AND TENTACLES
(about 1 lb when cleaned)
s  CUP DRY WHITE WINE
s  LARGE RIPE TOMATOES PEELED
seeded, and chopped
s  TABLESPOONS CHOPPED FRESH
ﬂat-leaf Italian parsley

s  TEASPOON SALT
s  CUPS WATER
s  LB BLACK MUSSELS SOAKED IN COOL WATER FOR
30 minutes and well scrubbed
s  LB ASSORTED lRM mESHED lSH lLETS SUCH AS
whiting, monkﬁsh, porgy bream, red snapper,
and sea bass, cut into chunks
s  LB LARGE SHRIMP DEVEINED
s  SLICES CRUSTY BREAD TOASTED AND RUBBED ON
one side with a garlic clove

Preparation:
In a large saucepan over medium heat, sauté the garlic and pepper ﬂakes in
the olive oil until the garlic is slightly golden, about 2 minutes. Using a slotted
spoon, remove the garlic. Add the squid and cook and stir until opaque, about
2 minutes. Add the wine and simmer for 1 minute longer. Add the tomatoes,
parsley, and salt and cook until the juices evaporate, about 10 minutes longer.

1390 Pear Ave., Mountain View
(650) 254-1120
www.mvpizzeriaventi.com

Hours:
9 a.m. to 9 p.m. Monday through Thursday
9 a.m. to 10 p.m. Friday through Saturday
9 a.m. to 9 p.m. Sunday

Add the water and bring to a simmer. Add the clams (discard any that do not
close to the touch) and ﬁsh, cover, and cook until all the clams open and the
ﬁsh is opaque throughout, about 5 minutes. Discard any clams that failed to
open. Adjust the seasonings.
Place a bread slice in each warmed soup plate. Ladle the soup over the bread
and serve.
*>ÊÌÊ7iiÞÊUÊ"VÌLiÀÊ]ÊÓääÊU Page 27

FREE
DELIVERY
(with min. order)

“THE BEST
PIZZA WEST
OF NEW YORK”
—Ralph Barbieri
KNBR 680

880 Santa Cruz Ave
Menlo Park

790 Castro St
Mountain View

(650) 329-8888

(650) 961-6666
Buy 1 entree
and get the 2nd one

with coupon
(Dinner Only)

,UNCH "UFFET - & s /RGANIC 6EGGIES s 2ESERVATION !CCEPTED

369 Lytton Avenue
Downtown Palo Alto
462-5903
Family owned and operated
for 15 years

w w w. j a n t a i n d i a n r e s t a u r a n t . c o m

(continued from previous page)

In Italy, an osteria is more cafélike with good regional food: a
place for neighbors to gather, drink
wine, gossip and make merry. Our
Osteria is more restaurant than
cafe. The food is worthy and the
ambiance friendly.
Service was excellent during my
visits: quick, accurate and professional. The waitstaff looked as if
they had been at it a while, almost
anticipating what I was going to order from my attire and demeanor.
For starters, the shrimp and artichoke bottom ($8) came with
hearts of palm blanketed under a
very garlicky dressing. Tangy and
tasty but not a dressing to mop up
with a hunk of Italian bread if you
are on a first date.
The polenta and wild mushrooms
($9) arrived steamy hot. It was a
hearty plate: again, heavily sauced,
this time with a vibrant, thick marinara that was the sauce used in
many of Osteria’s dishes. I liked the
marinara but there was a tendency
for the kitchen to bury plates with
sauce obscuring some of the more
delicately flavored dishes.
One evening, we split the vegetarian eggplant entrée ($13) as
a first course. Two huge servings
of spinach, thick slices of meaty
eggplant and gooey Teleme cheese
were layered under the marinara
sauce. It was a tasty dish, one of
my favorites at Osteria.
The best of the pastas was the
pappardelle ($13.25). The wide
noodles were entwined with
threads of spinach, chunks of prosciutto and sliced mushrooms. The
marinara sauce didn’t engulf this
dish; there was a nice balance of all
the ingredients. It was peppery and
perfumed and the inviting aromas
were worth savoring before digging
in.
I question the pesto linguine
($12.75), which was made with
cream and fresh pesto. While it
tasted OK, I am not sure why the

Veronica Weber

(1 block from
El Camino)

(at University Drive)

Eating Out

The pappardelle pasta features
spinach noodles with prosciutto,
mushrooms and tomato sauce.
cream. It dumbed down the exquisite pungency of those lovely
classic ingredients of fresh basil
leaves, olive oil, garlic, pine nuts
and pecorino cheese.
Of course, there are as many versions of pesto as there are Italian
cooks. This smooth version looked
to be made in a food processor as
opposed to being ground in a mortar, which leaves a coarser texture.
I prefer the latter but am not critical
of the processor way. What I didn’t
like was the lack of intensity, the
biting flavor and the aroma that
excites the olfactory senses from
across the table.
Ditto the spaghetti carbonara
($13.25), which was made with
eggs, cream, parmesan cheese and
pancetta. The pancetta — Italian pork belly bacon — is almost
sweet when cooked, with a distinct
flavor. The diced pancetta in that
carbonara had no flavor at all and
it struck me more as meat from a
canned ham than that lovely flavorpacked bacon I had looked forward
to.
The special one evening was

SCORE A WINNING
TOUCHDOWN AT
MACARTHUR PARK!

We hold the monopoly
on the best pizza in town.




 



 



2008



 

 


1001 El Camino Real, Menlo Park (650) 324-3486
  !   $ !"##!# "# "  

‘What’s

your

The
P alo A lto
S tor y
P r oject

story?’

Stories about Palo Alto, as told
by local residents as part of the
Palo Alto Story Project, are
now posted on the Internet.
Watch them at
www.PaloAltoOnline.com
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JOIN US FOR ‘AMERICAN
FOOD AT ITS FINEST.’
AWARD WINNING
BBQ RIBS & CHICKEN
– ½ Price Appetizers between 4-7 pm
– Specialty Cocktails
– Live Music Daily
– Fun & Food for the Whole Family
Bring your Stanford Football ticket
in after the game, and receive
MacArthur Park Beers for $3
Serving Lunch Monday through Friday
and Dinner Seven Nights a Week.
27 UNIVERSITY AVEUNE

PALO ALTO

salmon-filled ravioli ($15). The
house-made pasta was plump and
fresh, doughy and egg-y. The cream
sauce was delicate enough not to
overwhelm the seafood but this
salmon filling was potent, too fishy
to have been fresh. Nonetheless, the
flavors were good and portion more
than filling.
Veal piccata ($18.50) was milky
tender, subtle and irresistible. The
lemon and capers were in harmony
with the meat, creating an excellent
interpretation of a classic dish. The
same carrots and green beans accompanied.
Petrale sole ($18.50) was a lovely
piece of fish that was buried under
the marinara sauce. I scraped the
sauce off, otherwise the gentle flavor of the petrale would have been
lost. The dish came with beautifully
prepared buttered green beans and
garlicky carrots.
Desserts were respectable. The
tiramisu ($6) was a cloudlike
creamy affair that was more fluff
than flavor. The mascarpone and
whipped cream obliterated much
more than a hint of the espresso liqueur, ladyfingers and chocolate.
The special dessert one evening
was a delicious lemon tart ($6), just
sweet enough and tangy. The custard was lush and nicely congealed,
the crust buttery and flaky.
Osteria’s wine list is brief but
well tuned to the cuisine with both
reasonably priced California and
Italian wines. There are several
worthwhile imports in the $30-$40
range: a smooth Amarone at $45, a
fruity Montepulciano at $33, and
a robust young-vines Brunello also
for $33. A dozen wines are available by the glass. Corkage fee is
$17.
Osteria is almost a throwback to
the contemporary notion of slick
ambiance, pricy and complex Italian fare. But what goes around
comes around, and in this economy, where value-driven comfort
food is king, Osteria is right on top
of things. N
Osteria
247 Hamilton Ave., Palo Alto
650-328-5700
Lunch: Weekdays 11:30
a.m.-2 p.m. Dinner: Mon.Sat. 5-10 p.m.

 Reservations
 Credit cards



Lot Parking
Wine

 Takeout
 Highchairs
 Wheelchair

Catering
Outdoor
seating
Noise level:
Moderate
Bathroom
Cleanliness:
Excellent

access

Banquet

650 . 321 . 9990

Sign up today

www.PaloAltoOnline.com

Sports
Shorts

Friday
Women’s volleyball: Washington St.
at Stanford, 7 p.m., KZSU (90.1 FM)

Saturday
College football: Stanford at Oregon
St., 4 p.m., Comcast Sports Net; KNBR
(1050 AM); KZSU (90.1 FM)
Women’s volleyball: Washington at
Stanford, 7 p.m.; KZSU (90.1 FM)

SPORTS ONLINE
For expanded daily coverage of college
and prep sports, please see our new site
at www.PASportsOnline.com

Luck and Gerhart
lead first-place
Cardinal vs. Oregon St.
by Rick Eymer
hen redshirt freshman
quarterback Andrew Luck
watches game film for
areas of improvement, he relies
on more than just his naked eye.
There’s coach Jim Harbaugh, a
pretty fair quarterback in his days at
Palo Alto High, Michigan and the
NFL, and offensive coordinator David Shaw, a former Stanford wide
receiver who went on to a decade
of coaching in the NFL.
Perhaps his most trusted source
of information, however, is senior
quarterback Tavita Pritchard, the
same man who lead the Cardinal to
“the biggest upset ever” over USC in
his first collegiate start.
Pritchard doesn’t get his name
mentioned much these days. That’s
because Luck beat him out for the
starting spot last spring and has held
onto the job ever since. Yet, every
time Luck talks about his situation,
Pritchard’s name pops up.
He’ll be at Luck’s side again
Saturday when Stanford (3-0, 4-1)
travels to Corvallis and a 4:11 p.m.
kickoff against Oregon State (1-1,
3-2). The Beavers finished 7-2 in the
Pac-10 last year, and one of those
losses was to the Cardinal.
Pritchard keeps his head in the
game and follows the planning as
intently as anyone. He knows, for
experience, he’s one play from being
the man in the middle again.
Pritchard’s influence on Luck’s
performance may go unnoticed by
many but he is always in the forefront of Luck’s continuing education
and development as a quarterback.
“I see something on the film once
or twice and make a note of it,” Luck
said. “Coaches Shaw and Harbaugh
are also constantly instructing. Tavita is like my personal coach on the
sidelines. During a practice session
he’ll see something and help me
correct the problem.”

W

Senior running back Toby Gerhart, who gained 134 yards and scored three touchdowns in a big win over
UCLA last weekend, has the 4-1 Cardinal atop the Pac-10 standings and pointed in the right direction.

Paul Sakuma/Associated Press

ON THE AIR

Pointed
in right
direction

Paul Sakuma/Associated Press

NEW COACHES . . .Menlo School
will have some new faces on the
sidelines this winter and next
spring with the addition of three
new varsity head coaches. Mark
Arya will be the new coach of
the boys’ soccer team; Kathy
McAdams will take over as the
new softball coach and Carla
Pugliese becomes the new swimming coach for the boys’ and
girls’ teams. Arya brings plenty
of experience to the Knights following years of coaching and
playing on the national level. He
is a former U.S. National Team
player and was a first-round draft
choice of the Cleveland Force of
the MISL. He also played professionally as a member of the San
Jose Earthquakes (1985-87) in
addition to the Toledo Pride. Arya
played collegiately at Cal, where
he was captain of the nationally ranked Bears. McAdams will
begin her first season as head
softball coach next spring, but
has been on campus as the
Knights’ assistant coach. She
has been coaching in the sport
for the past nine years, with stints
at Woodside High and Redwood
City Fastpitch, among others.
Pugliese will enter her first season
as head swim coach after serving
as the team’s assistant coach in
2009. She is a 2004 graduate of
Menlo, where she was a four-year
varsity letter winner. Pugliese participated on four straight league
championship teams. In another
coaching move, Gunn will have
a new boys’ basketball coach in
Jim Forthoffer. He’ll be switching
positions with veteran head coach
Chris Redfield. Forthoffer, a former head coach at Palo Alto and
Mountain View, has been Redfield’s assistant coach. Redfield
now will assume those duties after coaching the Titans to a 23-6
record last season and the team’s
first-ever SCVAL De Anza Division
title. Gunn made it to the CCS Division II semifinals before losing to
Mitty, 43-42. Forthoffer coached
at Paly from 1994-97, compiling a
59-24 record during that time and
reaching the CCS playoffs three
times -- winning a title in 1996.
In another coaching move, 1999
Paly grad Jordan French has
been hired to coach the Vikings’
baseball team. French will be the
team’s fifth coach in five years. He
played baseball at Michigan but
has no previous coaching experience.

STANFORD FOOTBALL

Stanford freshman quarterback Andrew Luck (second from left) hopes to be cheering again Saturday when he
and his teammates take on host Oregon State. The Cardinal is two wins away from being bowl eligible.

(continued on page 34)

Stanford volleyball outlook brighter with healthy Klineman
by Rick Eymer
here’s little doubt that Stanford
outside hitter Alix Klineman
will soon join a long line of
former Cardinal players who have
played for the United States national women’s volleyball team.
The 6-foot-4 junior out of Manhattan Beach has been a dominating figure on just about every team
for which she’s played. She expects
more out of herself than anyone else
expects. And those are some high
expectations.
Klineman was not the focus of
the Stanford offense during the preseason as she nursed a bothersome
shoulder back to health with the help

T

of trainer Eitan Gelber.
“She needed to get the shoulder
healed,” Stanford coach John Dunning said as the seventh-ranked Cardinal prepared for another big Pac10 weekend. “She’s going through a
process. Some days are frustrating.
The last two weekends she’s been
pretty dominant.”
Klineman has 70 kills and hit
.324 through the first three conference contests, easily her best stretch
of the season as he assumes more
of the offensive responsibility the
healthier she gets.
Stanford (2-1, 9-4) is getting
healthier as a team. Freshman middle blocker Charlotte Brown has

been cleared to resume volleyball
activities and sophomore defensive
specialist Katherine Knox is recovering from a foot injury.
Freshman setter Karissa Cook
also had some early season problems along with Klineman, but she’s
been playing regularly and turned in
her best overall performance in the
three-set victory over host USC last
Saturday. Stanford also beat host
UCLA on Friday.
“We have been trying to fit it all
together,” Dunning said. “It’s seems
disjointed at times but everybody
has been working hard and we’re
OK with being unsettled. We’re
used to it and we can play well de-

spite it. Sooner or later we’ll have to
settle down but for the time being
everybody is contributing and that’s
awesome.”
The Cardinal players never know
from week to week, sometimes day
to day, who will fit into what role.
Health plays a part in game day decisions as does the competition between setters Cook, Joanna Evans
and the versatile Cassidy Lichtman,
who just seems to play well at any
spot.
“Even the middles and opposites
are competing,” Dunning said. “The
setters compete every day. It comes
down what the best approach is from
(continued on page 35)
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With Jonathan Godoy (32) leading the way for ballcarriers like Maceo
Parks (20), the Gunn football team rushed for 255 yards last week in a
41-7 win over Lynbrook. The Titans host rival Palo Alto on Friday night.
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PREP FOOTBALL

Gunn takes a run
at Paly’s win streak
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Titans hoping to end a six-game losing streak to the Vikings;
Menlo and Sacred Heart Prep open league play on Friday
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The famed a cappella quartet revisit their
favorite century (13th) in these onceforbidden works from a Spanish convent.

Brazilian percussion maestro Baptista and
his high-energy quartet appear on the heels
of a new CD, Inﬁnito.
* Part of the

A Stanford student-curated ensemble (TBA) opens the show with a short set at 8pm.
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Sign up today
www.PaloAltoOnline.com
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nly twice this decade has
the Gunn football team defeated rival Palo Alto, first
in 2000 and again two years later.
Since then, the Vikings have won
six straight.
Palo Alto will be seeking its seventh consecutive win over the Titans
when the teams meet in their annual
nonleague tussle on Friday night at
Gunn. Kickoff is 7:30 p.m.
Surprisingly, both teams come
into the game with identical records
— 1-0 in league and 3-1 overall.
For Paly, that’s pretty routine. For
Gunn, it’s already an improvement
over last year’s 2-8 record.
A big reason for the Titans’ improvement is new head coach Bob
Sykes, who has taken a program
with a history of losing and changed
the attitude and the team’s hopes.
Sykes did something similar during a brief stint at Menlo-Atherton,
making believers out of doubters.
That brings us to Friday’s game,
where Palo Alto is a heavy favorite
to add to its lead in the series with
Gunn that stands at 32-12 in favor
of the Vikings. Paly won last year’s
game, 43-0, and beat the Titans like
a drum the two previous seasons,
49-0 and 55-12.
Gunn, however, is coming off
a 41-7 victory over Lynbrook in a
SCVAL El Camino Division opener
and has the talent to make Friday’s
game much closer.
Palo Alto opened its SCVAL De
Anza Division campaign last week
with a 41-17 victory over visiting
Saratoga. Junior quarterback Christoph Bono completed 12 passes for
237 yards and three touchdowns for
Paly and needs to be contained for
Gunn to have any chance of an upset.
Bono has completed 54 of 82
passes for 1,051 yards and 12 touchdowns in four games, with only four
interceptions. Palo Alto is averaging

40.7 points a game. While Bono is
chiefly responsible for moving the
offense up and down the field, the
Vikings’ running game has been effective, as well.
Peter Ibarra rushed for only 47
yards on 11 carries against Saratoga, but made the most of his yardage
with his short TD runs. His first was
a seven-yard run in the first quarter after Saratoga (0-1, 2-2) had attempted an onside kick, which Paly
recovered.
Seven minutes later, Ibarra scored
again and Bono hit Maurice Williams on a 30-yard touchdown pass
just before the end of the first quarter for a 20-0 lead.
With the outcome still undecided,
Palo Alto began to put things out of
reach when Bono hit T.J. Braff on a
40-yard pass play to set up Ibarra’s
third TD run with less than four
minutes left in the third quarter.
After the Paly defense held Saratoga on downs, Davante Adams
caught a 42-yard TD pass from
Bono. Joc Pederson got into the
TD-catching act after that, catching
a 37-yarder one-handed from Bono
to end any hopes the Falcons had of
an upset.
While Palo Alto has been effective through the air, Gunn has relied
on a strong running game. The Titans have gained 617 yards rushing
in the past three games, topped by a
season high of 255 yards last week.
Maceo Parks (89 yards) and Casey
Jackson (87) led the way against
Lynbrook, giving Gunn its first twogame win streak since 2003.
Parks scored on a 14-yard run and
returned a punt 37 yards for another
score in the first quarter. Jon Zeglin
also fell on a blocked punt by Henry
Ayala in the end zone for yet another
tally as Gunn grabbed a 20-0 firstquarter lead, thanks to its special
(continued on page 33)
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Cardinal has
four No. 1ranked teams
Women’s soccer, men’s
cross country join men’s
gymnastics, water polo
by Rick Eymer
rior to this week, the Stanford Athletic Department
was blessed with two No. 1
nationally ranked teams — men’s
gymnastics and men’s water polo.
Now, that figured has doubled.
Stanford now has four No. 1 teams
with the addition of women’s soccer
and men’s cross country this week.
After being ranked either No. 1
or 2 in the nation — depending on
which poll one was reading — the
Stanford women’s soccer team is
finally the consensus No. 1 team in
the country, after moving up in the
NSCAA coaches’ poll Tuesday and
receiving all 32 first-place votes.
Stanford’s 6-2 victory over No.
11 Santa Clara last Thursday night,
combined with No. 1 North Carolina’s 1-0 loss to Virginia Tech on
Sunday, led to the switch in the
rankings. Stanford returns to No.
1 in the NSCAA poll for the first
time since holding the spot for three
weeks in the 2007 season.
Stanford now holds the No. 1 spot
in all four rankings: the NSCAA,
Soccer America, Soccer Times and
Top Drawer Soccer.
Stanford (11-0-0) has tied the best
start in school history and opens Pacific-10 Conference play this weekend at Oregon State (Friday, 7 p.m.)
and Oregon (Sunday, 1 p.m.).
Stanford has beaten four teams
currently ranked in the NSCAA Top
25: No. 8 Notre Dame (2-0 score),
No. 9 Purdue (2-1), No. 12 Virginia
Tech (5-0) and No. 15 Santa Clara.
In more soccer news Tuesday,
Stanford’s Kelley O’Hara was selected as the Pacific-10 Conference
women’s soccer Player of the Week
for her performance against Santa
Clara last week.
O’Hara, along with local preps
grads Teresa Noyola (Palo Alto)
and Lindsay Taylor (Castilleja), are
on the 2009 Women’s Missouri Athletic Club Hermann Trophy Watch
List for the nation’s top player.
The Stanford men’s cross-country
team joined the No. 1 club despite
not competing last week. The Cardinal had begun the season at No.
3 but, after sweeping the Stanford
Invitational, moved up to take the
top spot on Tuesday.
A year ago, Stanford finished
third at the NCAA Championships.
With much of that talent returning,
the Cardinal had good reason to
have championship aspirations in
2009. Sophomore standout Chris
Derrick leads the squad that also
has returning All-Americans Elliott
Heath and Jacob Riley.
On the women’s side, Stanford
climbed to No. 6 after also winning
the Stanford Invitational. Washington remains No. 1 after taking home
the NCAA title last season and winning the Notre Dame Invitational in
its first meet of 2009. N
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PALO ALTO CITY COUNCIL
CIVIC CENTER, 250 HAMILTON AVENUE
BROADCAST LIVE ON KZSU, FM 90.1
CABLECAST LIVE ON
GOVERNMENT ACCESS CHANNEL 26

(TENTATIVE) AGENDA-SPECIAL MEETINGCOUNCIL CHAMBERS
OCTOBER 14, 2009 - 6:00 PM
CLOSED SESSION
1. PUBLIC EMPLOYEE PERFORMANCE EVALUATION
TITLE: CITY AUDITOR
AUTHORITY: GOVERNMENT CODE SECTION
54957(B)(1)
2. PUBLIC EMPLOYEE PERFORMANCE EVALUATION
TITLE: CITY MANAGER
AUTHORITY: GOVERNMENT CODE SECTION
54957(B)(1)

&BODYCARE SALE

FALL VITAMIN

$5 OFF
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COUNTRY SUN
Your Local Natural Foods Store
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STANDING COMMITTEE MEETINGS
THE POLICY & SERVICES COMMITTEE MEETING HAS
BEEN CANCELLED FOR TUESDAY OCTOBER 13, 2009

International School of the Peninsula
&DPMFJOUFSOBUJPOBMFEFMB1ÏOJOTVMFtљ৭ርᏱਯ
French and Chinese Language Immersion
1BMP"MUP $"tXXXJTUQPSHt  
t/VSTFSZ ZFBSTPME UPth grade
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FYFQSJFODF
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required
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KITCHEN CABINETS
Professional Reﬁnishing and new
cabinet construction. Specializing
in bamboo kitchens.

Irene Pepping  650.868.3772
CSL 728490

Palo Alto’s early season volleyball success
sets the stage for high expectations later on
by Keith Peters
ave Winn was hoping to arrive home late Thursday
night in a good mood. All
he needed to get into that frame of
mind was a victory from his Palo
Alto girls’ volleyball team.
No matter what happened in the
Vikings’ showdown at Los Gatos
in a key SCVAL De Anza Division
match, Winn still should be feeling
pretty good about his team.
Paly took a 5-0 record and first
place in the division into the match.

D
COLLEGE TERRACE
PUBLIC MEETING
The City of Palo Alto Public Works department
is holding a public meeting to discuss the upcoming construction at the College Terrace Library and Mayﬁeld Park.
Thursday, October 15, 2009 6:00 p.m.
College Terrace Library Lawn
2300 Wellesley
Palo Alto, CA
City staff will discuss the improvements to the
historic building and adjacent park. This includes tree removals and replacements, for
which public comment is sought.
For more information, call (650) 617-3127
or visit the project web site at
www.cityofpaloalto.org/collegeterracelib

Peninsula School
Nursery through 8th Grade
Progressive Education Since 1925

We believe education is
challenging and joyous
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IMPORTANT DATES
Nursery, Kindergarten & 1st Grade Open House
Saturday, October
10:00-11:30
a.m. Children
Saturday,
Nov. 1524
& Jan.
10, 10:00–11:30
a.m. welcome.
Children welcome.
School Tours—Thursdays at 10:00 a.m.
Oct.
9, 16,
Dec.
4, Jan.and
8 and
please.only please.
Oct 15,
NovNov.
5, Jan6,720,
& 14
at 10a.m.
Dec15.
3 &Parents
10 at 9 only,
a.m. Parents

For an appointment, please call 650.325.1584, ext. 5.

920 Peninsula Way, Menlo Park, CA | 650.325.1584 | www.peninsulaschool.org

The Vikings also were 21-3 overall
and riding quite possibly a schoolrecord 19-game winning streak.
That’s not bad for a team that lost six
players, including three key starters,
off last season’s 33-7 squad.
Palo Alto won its 19th straight
with a 25-12, 25-14, 25-16 win over
visiting Homestead on Tuesday. Last
Saturday, the Vikings went 5-0 and
won the Menlo Invitational.
No previous Palo Alto volleyball
team this decade has won more consecutive games. The previous high

Friends of the Palo Alto Library and Books
Inc. Palo Alto Proudly Present:

Melanie Gideon
The Slippery Year
Sunday, October 18, 2009, 2:00 p.m.
Lucie Stern Community Center Ballroom
1305 Middleﬁeld Road, Palo Alto
A poignant, hilarious, exuberant meditation,
The Slippery Year is the
story of a woman’s quest to reignite passion,
beauty, and mystery and discover if “happily
ever after” is a possibility after all.

Free Admission. Copies of Melanie Gideon’s
book will be available for purchase and signing.

mark might have been 13 straight,
set by the 2000 team that eventually
finished 34-9 — the most victories
in school history. That was also the
last time the Vikings reached the
Central Coast Section and NorCal
championship matches in the same
year.
Palo Alto had seven more league
matches and needs 13 more wins to
tie the 2000 team’s victory total. The
Vikings have one more tournament,
the Milpitas Spikefest II, but likely
would have to win all of its remaining De Anza Division matches and
that tourney to reach 34 wins before
CCS action gets under way.
Winn and his team, of course,
aren’t thinking about that now. The
Vikings are focused their chief rivals and winning the division title.
Paly tuned up for the big showdown with a well-balanced attack
against Homestead that was led by
senior Marissa Florant’s 14 kills, junior Trina Ohms’ 13 kills, and sophomores Maddie Kuppe (seven kills)
and Caroline Martin (six kills). The
Vikings’ defense was led by Megan
Coleman with 12 digs and Florant
with 11 digs.
In his fourth season as head coach,
Winn already has compiled a record
of 108-30.
Paly’s effort in the Menlo tourney was noteworthy for the fact that
6-foot-5 sophomore Melanie Wade
missed the tournament with soreness in her lower back. She also
sat out last Thursday’s league win
at Saratoga and Tuesday’s win over
Homestead.
Winn moved sophomore Caroline
Martin into Wade’s position for the
Saratoga match and Menlo tournament with Martin performing well
as the Vikings finished their week
with a 7-0 mark.
The championship was Palo Alto’s second of this season, leaving
Winn to wonder when the last time
a Paly team did that. The Vikings
swept Menlo-Atherton (25-19, 2521) and Mt. Pleasant (25-15, 25-11)
before battling San Benito in three
(25-11, 22-25, 15-5) and doing the
same against Aragon (25-16, 23-25,
17-15).
Florant led Paly with 45 kills for
the tourney with Kuppe adding 38
kills and Ohms 33.
Just three days after winning the
Oak Grove Tournament, the Gunn
girls fell back into their losing ways
in the SCVAL De Anza Division
with a 18-25, 25-18, 25-11, 27-25
loss to visiting Saratoga on Tuesday
night. The Titans (0-4, 12-13) were
led by senior Teresa Skelly, who had
16 kills and 4.5 blocks, with Shelly
Kousnetz providing 24 assists. Julia
Maggioncalda (seven kills) and Kiana Choroski (six kills) added offensive support for Gunn.
The Titans were much better last
weekend while going 4-0 in the Oak
Grove Tournament.
The Titans (12-12) opened with a
25-12, 25-16 win over Monte Vista
Christian; downed Valley ChristianDublin, 25-17, 25-20, behind Julia
Maggioncalda’s eight kills; rallied
(continued on page 36)
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Meadow Wing & Focused Care

ATHLETES OF THE WEEK

a tradition
of caring
PALO ALTO COMMONS offers a
comprehensive program for individuals with
Alzheimer’s disease and dementia in our
Meadow Wing. Here, residents enjoy daily
walks on beautiful garden paths and a full
program of activities to engage mind, body
and spirit.

Trina Ohms

Clay Robbins

Palo Alto High

Menlo School

The junior outside hitter had
a career-high 20 kills in a key
five-game league win over
Mountain View and helped
the Vikings finish off a 7-0
week in volleyball with 33
kills as Paly went 5-0 and
won the Menlo Invitational.

The senior showed his versatility by scoring touchdowns
on all three of his carries,
returning two punts and two
kickoffs, catching a pass and
playing safety as the Knights
posted a 41-14 football victory over Hillsdale.

Honorable mention
Marissa Florant*
Palo Alto volleyball

Maddie Kuppe
Palo Alto volleyball

Regina Mullen
Menlo-Atherton volleyball

Christine Renschler
Sacred Heart Prep volleyball

Teresa Skelly*
Gunn volleyball

Heather Smith

For residents in the later stages of Alzheimer’s
disease, our Focused Care Program provides
for all of the resident’s unique needs. Here,
families are assured that their loved one will
get the best care in the most appropriate
environment now and in the future as needs
may change.

Call today... 650-494-0760

Henry Ayala
Gunn football

Philip Bamberg

4075 El Camino Way, Palo Alto, CA 94306

650-494-0760
www.paloaltocommons.com

24 Hour On-site Licensed Nurse Services

License #435200706

Sacred Heart Prep water polo

Christoph Bono*
Palo Alto football

Danny Diekroeger
Menlo football

Peter Ibarra
Palo Alto football

Maceo Parks

Sacred Heart Prep water polo
Gunn football
* previous winner
To see video interviews of the Athletes of the Week, go to www.PASportsOnline.com

Prep football
(continued from page 30)

teams’ play.
While Gunn and Palo Alto battle,
Menlo and Sacred Heart Prep will
open their respective league seasons
on Friday.
The Knights (3-1) will travel to
face South San Francisco in a PAL
Ocean Division opener at 7 p.m.,
after the Gators (3-1) play host to
Terra Nova in a PAL Bay Division
opener at 3:30 p.m.
espite taking a week off, the Menlo School football team picked up
where it left off with a 41-14 nonleague victory over Hillsdale in a
nonleague game last Friday night
at Foothill College. The Knights
continued their high-octane offense
and now are averaging 39.5 points
a game.
Clay Robbins had touchdown runs
of 19, 10 and 29 yards in the first
half as the Knights to a 28-0 lead.
Robbins also had three catches for
43 yards. He finished with 184 total
yards. Menlo quarterback Danny
Diekroeger scored on a 14-yard run
and completed 12 of 20 passes for
162 yards and a five-yard TD pass to
Tim Benton, who had seven receptions for 90 yards.
Sacred Heart Prep begins its quest

for a first-ever crown in the Bay
Division against perennial league
power Terra Nova (2-2). The Gators are averaging 31 points a game
and will rely on their running back,
which is led by Matt Walters’ 136.5
yards per game.
Menlo-Atherton (1-4) has a bye
week following a 48-20 loss at Seaside last week. Quarterback Willy
Fonua threw a 44-yard touchdown
pass to Cameron Moody and had
TD runs of 10 and 12 yards late in
the game but Menlo-Atherton continued to have problems on defense.
The Bears were held to 75 rushing
yards.N
The Standings:
SCVAL De Anza Division: Palo
Alto 1-0 (3-1), Los Gatos 1-0 (3-1),
Homestead 1-0 (1-3), Milpitas 0-0
(4-0), Mountain View 0-1 (3-1),
Wilcox 0-1 (2-2), Saratoga 0-1
(2-2).
SCVAL El Camino Division:
Gunn 1-0 (3-1), Los Altos 1-0
(2-2), Fremont 1-0 (2-2), Monta
Vista 0-0 (1-3), Cupertino 0-1 (2-2),
Santa Clara 0-1 (0-4), Lynbrook 0-1
(0-4)
PAL Bay Division: Sacred Heart
Prep 0-0 (3-1), Aragon 0-0 (3-1),
King’s Academy 0-0 (3-1), Terra
Nova 0-0 (1-3), Menlo-Atherton 0-0
(1-4), Woodside 0-0 (0-5)
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A Guide to
the Spiritual Community
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First United Methodist Church of Palo Alto
Sunday Services – 8:30 & 10:25
Sunday School – 9:00
Rev. Love & Rev. McHugh
Ofﬁce Hours: 8-4 M-F

625 Hamilton Ave, Palo Alto

?

GOT
TERMITES

50OFF INSPECTION

$

Offer expires 12/31/09

TERMITE ERADICATION & DRY ROT REPAIR
FULL CONSTRUCTION SERVICES

1

#

PREMIER TERMITE INC. Lic#PR2464
PREMIER CONSTRUCTION INC
650-726-7756

Low Cost Divorce/Living Trust

PARALEGAL SERVICES

(650) 323-6167 s WWW&IRST0ALO!LTOCOM
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This Sunday: If I Could Just Get One Straight Answer
Rev. David Howell preaching

230 S. California Ave.,#103
Palo Alto, CA 94306
650-324-3800

Kyle & Koko
An Open and Affirming Congregation of the United Church of Christ

*

Stanford Memorial Church
University Public Worship
Stanford Memorial Church
Sundays, 10:00 am
Sermons by the Dean, the Senior Associate Dean
and the Associate Dean for Religious Life,
as well as occasional guest speakers.
All are
welcome.
Information:
650-723-1762

Music featuring University Organist, Dr. Robert Huw Morgan,
and the Memorial Church Choir,
under the direction of Gregory Wait.
http://religiouslife.stanford.edu
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Paralegals are not lawyers and cannot represent customers or give legal advice. Services are provided
at customer’s request. Prices do not include court or ﬁling fees. Santa Clara County LDA #72.
*Formerly We The People

NOTICE OF A PUBLIC HEARING
of the Palo Alto Planning
& Transportation Commission
Please be advised the Planning and Transportation Commission shall
conduct a special meeting at 6:00 PM, Wednesday, October
21, 2009 in the Civic Center, Council Chambers, 1st Floor, 250
Hamilton Avenue, Palo Alto, California. Any interested persons may
appear and be heard on these items.
Staff reports for agendized items are available via the City’s main
website at www.cityofpaloalto.org. and also at the Planning
Division Front Desk, 5th Floor, City Hall, after 2:00 PM on the Friday
preceding the meeting date. Copies will be made available at the
Development Center should City Hall be closed on the 9/80 Friday.



NEW BUSINESS
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Other Items:
1. Review and Discussion of Housing Element –Vision, Goals and
Key Issues

We Invite You to Learn and Worship with Us.

2. P&TC Annual Report to Council

  
 "!&("%&"%

Come to Sunday Bible Study 9 AM,
Interim Pastor Dick Spencer’s
Biblically based Sermons and
Worship Service 10:30 AM

www.fpcmv.org
1667 Miramonte (Cuesta at Miramonte) 650.968.4473

INSPIRATIONS
A resource for special events and ongoing religious services.
To inquire about or make space reservations
for Inspirations, please contact Blanca Yoc at
326-8210 x6596 or email byoc@paweekly.com
Page 34ÊUÊ"VÌLiÀÊ]ÊÓääÊUÊ*>ÊÌÊ7iiÞ

NEXT MEETING: Special Meeting of October 28, 2009 at 6:00 PM
Questions. Any questions regarding the above applications, please
contact the Planning Department at (650) 329-2440. The ﬁles relating
to these items are available for inspection weekdays between the
hours of 8:00 AM to 5:00 PM. This public meeting is televised live
on Government Access Channel 26.
ADA. The City of Palo Alto does not discriminate against individuals
with disabilities. To request accommodations to access City facilities,
services or programs, to participate at public meetings, or to learn
more about the City’s compliance with the Americans with Disabilities
Act of 1990 (ADA), please contact the City’s ADA Coordinator at
650.329.2550 (voice) or by e-mailing ada@cityofpaloalto.org.
***
Curtis Williams, Planning Director

Sports

Stanford football
(continued from page 29)

Luck, the son of a former NFL
quarterback himself, has grasped
his role as team leader with a quiet
confidence outside of the huddle.
He has that old-fashioned, boynext-door, ‘aw shucks’ charm about
him that disarms the casual observer and belies the fierce competitor
inside.
Those who share the huddle with
him, veterans like lineman Chris
Marinelli for example, consistently
praise Luck’s leadership qualities.
“The offense feeds off him,”
Marinelli said. “He’s vocal, he’s
talented and he’s a leader out there.
He’s blessed with talent beyond his
years and he’s one of the hardest
working guys.”
Twice in Stanford’s 24-16 victory
over UCLA last Saturday, Luck
completed passes of 40-yards or
more, something Harbaugh wanted
to see.
“I thought I threw the deep ball
better than I have,” Luck said. “I
need to improve on drops and stepping up in the pocket.”
Luck sports a manicured beard
these days, and while he won’t say
it’s superstition (“It could turn out
to be,” he
said), he was
preceded by
various hair
styles that
were
the
result of superstition.
Senior
l i neba cker
Clinton Snyder shaved
off the mul- Andrew Luck
let part of his
“mullhawk” after Stanford lost to
Wake Forest and hopes to keep the
Mohawk portion of the hairstyle.
Offensive lineman Chase Beeler
has a well-manicured beard that,
he says, “has taken on a life of its
own, me being a superstitious guy.
I won’t be shaving it off until after
the season.”
Senior free safety Bo McNally
has gone from natural curls, to long
locks, to shaved head and back to
the curls.
“I made a lot of tackles when I had
the long hair and not so many when
it was short,” he said. “I’m hoping to
grow it back again.”
Haircuts and beard styles are the
fun part of a shaggy locker room
among the Cardinal players. It’s
easy to kid each other when most
players refuse to tempt fate.
With Oregon State one of the top
rushing defenses (12th in the nation), Luck could get another shot
or two at throwing down field.
Stanford’s Toby Gerhart has more
rushing yards (650) than Oregon
State (622), though the Beavers allow an average of 87.4 a game.
“They are fast, quick and disciplined,” Luck said of the OSU defense. “They fire on the ball.”
Opponents have had some success
passing against the Beavers with
1,426 yards, or 285.2 a game.
“They have a lot of team speed,”
Harbaugh said. “They are tough
and aggressive in their coverage. It’s
a tough opponent to move the ball
against.”N

Sports

Real Estate Matters
BRICKS
BEAT PAPER
CITY OF PALO ALTO
NOTICE OF CITY MANAGER’S PUBLIC
HEARING CERTIFICATE OF PUBLIC
CONVENIENCE AND NECESSITY

Rob Ericson/Stanford Athletics

A healthy Alix Klineman helped
Stanford sweep UCLA and USC.

Vollyball

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Palo Alto City Manager or his designee will consider the application of Stanford Yellow Cab, for a Certiﬁcate of Public Convenience
and Necessity to operate a taxicab service in the City of
Palo Alto under the business name of Stanford Yellow
Cab, and the Amendment to the current Certiﬁcate of
Public Convenience and Necessity for Yellow Checker
Cab Company, Inc to increase the number of taxicabs
to operate in the City of Palo Alto under the business
name of Silicon Valley Checker Cab Company and Yellow Cab Company of Palo Alto, at a special meeting on
Wednesday, November 4, 2009 at 9:00 a.m. in the First
Floor Human Resources Conference Room, located at
250 Hamilton Avenue, Palo Alto.

Yes, there's been trouble in real
estate paradise, and no matter the
causes, the dramatic results have
been experienced across the country. Before assuming that housing is
a risky investment, understand that
owning a home offers countless
advantages over stocks & securities.
First, home ownership lets you
put in a little money and get the
whole house. Money in stocks only
buys a very small piece of the company.
You also benefit because the
government offers scores of tax
write-offs.
As a homeowner, you’re also
the sole shareholder. You control
what to buy and what to pay. You
choose how to increase value
through improvements.
Stocks incur risk because they
may become worthless. That’s extremely unlikely with your home.
Even in the worst periods, homes
retain most of their value. Fluctua-

tions over a couple years eventually
balance. What you haven't heard
widely reported is that housing lost
value in only one year out of the
last thirty-five.
But the undeniable advantage of
a home over a stock is quite simply,
you can't live, dream, raise a family,
and feel secure with only a piece of
paper over your heads.
Jackie Schoelerman is a Realtor
with Alain Pinel Realtors and a
Real Estate Specialist for Seniors.
Call Jackie for real estate advice.

J a c kie Sc ho e ler ma n
www.schoelerman.com
DRE

# 01092400

650-855-9700

(continued from page 29)

one weekend to the next. Sometimes
we don’t know on a daily basis.”
The Cardinal hosts 25th-ranked
Washington State in its Pac-10
home opener Friday night at 7 p.m.
Third-ranked Washington comes to
Maples Pavilion on Saturday night,
also at 7 p.m.
The Huskies are the only undefeated team left in the conference
and they are loaded. Washington
State is currently the second-place
team in the Pac-10, losing once in
15 matches. The two Washington
schools bring a combined 28-1 record to the Bay Area. Stanford and
California are a combined 17-9 and
are the only conference teams with
fewer than 10 overall wins.
“Legitimately all 10 teams have a
chance to win every match,” Dunning said. “I’ve never been part of
a conference like this. It’s nervewracking, and the same time you
look forward to it.”
The Cougars finished last year
strong and
took that
momentum
into the offseason. They
have learned
how to win
and present
a challenge.
“ T h e y
play well to- John Dunning
gether, they
play fast and they are well coached,”
Dunning said. “It’s amazing that the
whole Pac-10 is so good, players and
coaches.”
Washington, whose entire women’s sports program (cross country,
softball and volleyball have won
NCAA titles in recent years) are
an emerging force on the national
level, has the most experience in the
conference and has been a regular
national title contender for years.
“The best way to describe Washington is they play error-free,” Dunning said. “You have to force things
with them. You have to serve tough
and execute.”
Beginning Friday, Stanford plays
six of its next eight matches at
home.N

Commitment To Excellence

$500

Discount C
oupon
Original Ownership Since 1975

(with purchase of

new roof)

All Types of Rooﬁng & Gutters
Residential & Commercial
S.C.L#785441
1901 Old Middleﬁeld Way, Mtn.View
650-969-7663

R EL ATIONSHIP BA NK ING

Business | Personal
business banking:
business loans, messenger
service, cash management

City of Palo Alto
ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Draft Mitigated Negative
Declaration has been revised for public review for the project listed
below. The revised document became available October 5, 2009.
The review period has been extended to November 9, 2009 for
review and comment. The document may be reviewed during the
hours of 8:00 A.M. to 12:00 noon and 1:00 P.M. to 4:00 P.M. at the
Development Center, 285 Hamilton Avenue, Palo Alto, California.
2180 El Camino Real [07PLN-00327]: Request by Carrasco
and Associates on behalf of The Clara Chilcote Trust for Approval of
a Mitigated Negative Declaration (MND) and adoption of a Planned
Community (PC) Zone for a mixed use project having 57,360 square
feet of ﬂoor area including 8,000 square feet of grocery (intended
for JJ&F Market), 5,580 square feet of other retail, 8 affordable
one-bedroom residential units, 38,980 square feet of ofﬁce use,
and two levels of below-grade parking facilities and surface parking
facilities providing 227 parking spaces on the property, and site
improvements including the removal and replacement of street trees
along all property frontages, and approval of a Comprehensive Plan
Amendment to assign the Mixed Use land use designation to a site
currently designated as Neighborhood Commercial for the property
located at 2180 El Camino Real (College Terrace Centre). Zone
District Neighborhood Commercial (CN). Environmental Assessment:
An Initial Study has been completed and a Draft Mitigated Negative
Declaration has been prepared in accordance with the California
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) requirements.
Curtis Williams, Director of Planning and
Community Environment

personal banking:
checking, online banking,
home loans, cds

At Borel Private Bank in Palo Alto, our success
is built on relationships, both business and
personal. Having a bank that understands both is
like having, well, money in the bank.
Borel – where business and personal banking meet.

Member of Boston Private Wealth Management Group

245 Lytton Avenue, Palo Alto, CA
www.borel.com | 650.463.8700

MEMBER FDIC

EQUAL HOUSING
LENDER

In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990,
listening assistive devices are available in the Council Chambers
and Council Conference Room. Sign language interpreters will be
provided upon request with 72 hours advance notice.
S A N F R A NC I S C O · BU R L I NG A M E · S A N M AT E O · PA L O A LTO · L O S A LTO S
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Sports

Prep volleyball
(continued from page 32)

to beat Pajaro Valley, 18-25, 25-19,
15-6, as Teresa Skelly and Maggioncalda had eight kills each; and
topped St. Francis-Central Coast
Catholic, 25-19, 25-21, as Skelly
produced 12 kills.
In the West Bay Athletic League
on Tuesday:
After winning only one league
match last season, Castilleja already
appears ahead of schedule after
opening its WBAL (Foothill Division) campaign with a 25-22, 2325, 25-22, 25-23 victory over host
Harker on Tuesday evening. The
Gators (1-0, 10-7), who won the CIF

Division V state championship last
season, were led by Erin McLaughlin’s 16 kills, 14 digs and two aces.
Sophie Koontz provided 34 assists
while Abby Thornburg contributed
nine kills.
Sacred Heart Prep also opened its
WBAL (Foothill Division) schedule
with a 25-19, 25-17, 27-25 victory
over visiting Notre Dame-San Jose
on Tuesday evening. The Gators
(1-0, 10-6) got 12 kills from Christine Renschler to lead the way.
In the WBAL Skyline Division,
The Priory opened league play with
a 25-17, 25-9, 25-14 triumph over
visiting Pinewood. Marie Trudelle
had 11 kills and Jocie Schreiner
added 15 digs for the Panthers (1-0,

16-6).
The Priory lost only one senior
off last year’s team but two junior
starters from last year decided not to
return for their senior seasons. That
left coach Rick Riebhoff with only
10 players, but he’s made do with his
small but talented group.
Having the 6-1 Trudelle healthy
has been crucial. She had a bum
knee last year and couldn’t jump,
so Riebhoff made her a DS/libero.
She’s now back at her middle hitter
position and taking advantage of the
talents of standout sophomore setter
Alyssa Guttman-Green.
“We have had talent the past four
years, but not the drive,” Riebhoff
said. “I have not seen a team with

this much dedication and focus
since I have been here. We had a
nice month or so at the end of the
2004 season when we won CCS and
advanced into the NorCal semis, but
this team has been competitive since
the start.”
Trudelle, Schreiner, Mel Conde
and Caroline Pillsbury are the team’s
offensive leaders with Alix Franklin
and Guttman-Green running an up
tempo 6-2 offense. Katie Taylor, Mel
Perna and Ari Bickell are among the
defensive standouts while Lauren
Barkmann, recruited off the soccer
team, is yet another key player.
In the PAL Bay Division, MenloAtherton fell out of a share for first
place following a 25-21, 19-25, 25-17,

25-23 loss to host Aragon on Tuesday. The Bears (4-2, 12-6) fell out
of a first-place tie with Burlingame
and Carlmont and is now tied with
Aragon (4-2, 17-5).
Aragon came into the match after having beaten the Bears in the
Menlo Invitational on Saturday. The
Dons finished second with a 4-1
mark while M-A was third at 3-2,
with the difference in the standings
being their head-to-head.
Regina Mullen led the Bears with
15 kills while Diane Seely added 11.
Both teams finished the match with
48 kills while the Bears had one
more unforced error than the Dons
(30-29).N

C O U P O N S AV I N G S
0''

TWO
FREE WITH
ANY
KEYS PURCHASE

BOZPOFJUFN
t 4XJNTVJUT
t 4BOEBMT
t 4IPFT
t 5PZT
.VDI.PSF

Expires 10/15/09

Not valid with any other offers or discounts.
/PUWBMJEXJUIBOZPUIFSPGGFSTPSEJTDPVOUT
One per customer, expires 10/15/09
POFQFSDVTUPNFS FYQJSFT5/30/09
Not valid on XOOTR Scooters, Radio Flyer Wagons or Legos

Not valid on XOOTR Scooters or Radio Flyer Wagons

Expires 11/15/09

875 Alma Street (Corner of Alma & Channing)
Downtown Palo Alto (650) 327-7222
Mon-Fri 7:30 am-8 pm, Sat & Sun 8 am-6 pm

8BWFSMFZ4Ut 1BMP"MUP

UPZBOETQPSUDPN
"MTPBWBJMBCMFPOMJOF6TFDPVQPODPEF

Best Chinese Cuisine Since 1956

FREE
DINNERDINNER
SPECIAL

1700 Embarcadero, Palo Alto

856-7700

Darbar

“The Best Pizza in Town”

NEW SPOT!
great for
team parties

Any 2 X-tra
Large Pizzas

FINE INDIAN CUISINE
Dine-in, Pick-up & Delivery

Largest Indian Buffet in Downtown P.A
Take-out & Catering Available

115 Hamilton Ave,
Palo Alto
650.324.3131
133 Main St, Los Altos
650.947.7768

129 Lytton Ave., Palo Alto

650-321-6688
open 7 days

Open 7 days 11:00-9:00
Delivery from door to door

Oil Change

$

95

19

*

650.328.0287

Off

TAKE-OUT
DELIVERY
(Minimum $30.00)

Not valid on private room dining. Must present coupon. Valid only for orders placed
directly with Ming’s. Black-out dates may
apply. Cannot be combined with other offer.

(Test only OK)

Smog Check
*

95

28

+ $8.25 for
Certiﬁcate
10AM to 2PM M-F

Vans and some
vehicles extra.

We Can Smog GROSS POLLUTERS.
*Cannot be combined with any other offer. Must present coupon.

We are a consumer
assistance program
Gold Shield station

✓ Brakes
Schedule Maintenance ■

30/60/90K

Factory Recommended Service

✓ Mufﬂers
■
✓ Catalytic Converters
■

(1 block north of Stanford Shopping Center & 2 blocks south of Downtown Menlo Park)

LOOK FOR THESE SAVINGS AND MORE ON

™
Your hot spot for local offers

TM pizzaz is a trademark of Embarcadero Publishing Company
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DINNER

(Maximum Discount $15.00)

$

+Tax and
disposal fee

Includes up*Most
to 5 quarts
oil with
appointment
cars &oflight
trucks.
cars & with
lightany
trucks.
Cannot *Most
be combined
other offer.
Cannot beMust
combined
with
any other offer.
present
coupon.
Must present coupon.

301 El Camino Real, Menlo Park

%
10

LUNCH

(Includes Dim Sum on Carts)
(Maximum Discount $15.00)

www.PaloAltoOnline.com

Expires 11/15/07
10/15/09
Expires

Buy 1 dinner entree &
receive 2nd entree of equal
OFF
or lesser value 1/2
FREE.
Must present coupon,
limit 2 coupons per table.
Expires 2/28/05
10/15/09
Expires
Not valid on FRI or SAT

