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Images Of Woodside
Beauty Salon

3040 Woodside Road
Woodside, Ca.

(650) 851-7103

We offer Wedding and formal hair styles, 
Family haircuts, Hair colors, Perms, 
Manicure, Pedicure, Silk or Acrylic, 

Facials, Make Up, and body treatments.

Open: Tues.–Fri.   9 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Sat.   10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

(Located near Buck’s Restaurant)

H I S T O R I C
Woman’s Club
of Palo Alto

❖ Historic reception site
❖ Beautiful hardwood dance

floor
❖ Large ballroom with stage

for ceremony
❖ Expansive windows allow

natural light

475 Homer Avenue, Palo Alto
650.321.5821 

Contact Event Coordinator
email: jnk-hctb@kleckner.net
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S ometimes, the perfect wedding
gown can be somebody else’s. At
Ages Ahead, brides-to-be can find
their ideal dress; one-of-a-kind,

classy and with a sense of history.
The small bridal boutique in downtown

Palo Alto features a few hundred vintage
wedding gowns as well as new gowns by
lesser-known designers.

“One-of-a-kind is very popular because
in this mass, crowded, busy world, we’re
just looking for a niche,” said Katherine
Manzini, owner of Ages Ahead for over 30
years.

A bride’s desire for a singular gown re-

flects the nature of today’s educated class,
Manzini said. “Educated and well-traveled
people want to be more individualistic and
don’t want to follow the crowd,” she said.
“They don’t want to just look in a magazine
and look like someone else. They want to
look like themselves.”

A vintage gown is distinctive and brings
with it a romantic past that sparks the imag-
ination. Customers at Ages Ahead can
speculate as to how the previous owner felt
while she wore the gown back in the 20s or
30s.

“If a dress is beautiful, it just emanates
the happiness of the moment of the person
who wore it,” Manzini said.

Sandra Learned Perry of Napa Valley told
her husband that the two should renew their
wedding vows so she could buy a vintage
wedding gown at Ages Ahead.

A vintage gown appeals to Perry because
of the “history that comes with it that we
don’t necessarily know, but you can kind of
feel it with the dress, the romance of it,” she
said.

Vintage gowns also reflect the trends of
today.

“It’s Hollywood that affects taste. It’s
‘Sex and the City,’ ‘The Notebook,’ ‘The
Majestic’ — all darling 50s dresses. It all
affects people’s tastes,” Manzini said. “Dur-
ing the Titanic movie, everyone wanted an
early teens ragtime dress.”

When Caroline Bisset wore a simple
1930s sheath at her wedding, Manzini saw
a boom in sales of 30s sheath dresses. But
right now, the 40s and 50s are hot, mainly
because of Sarah Jessica Parker’s style,
Manzini said.

Ages Ahead occasionally sells to the fa-
mous, not just to those trying to emulate
them.

“We sold Betsey Johnson her wedding

dress a few years ago. Very  50s, very
Grace Kelly, very frothy,” said Manzini, de-
scribing a William Cahill gown. Cahill
dresses are very popular. Manzini has sold
almost every one she’s stocked.

A vintage gown offers a high quality of
workmanship that does not exist today. A
dress from the 30s may hold up better than
a dress bought new off the rack, Manzini
said. “We’ve gotten into such a throw-away
society. You can’t pass (a modern gown) on
to someone because you’re lucky if you can
wear it two or three times.”

Manzini scours estate sales and antique
shows across the United States to supply
her store with gowns. “I try to restore them
and recycle. It’s good for everybody,” she
said. “Don’t let it rot in a closet. Let some-
one enjoy it.”

In search of a vintage gown, Peggy
Nutsch of Santa Clara came to Ages Ahead.
She has observed the individuality of to-
day’s bride.

“I know a lot of people that I’ve worked
with who’ve gotten married in the past five
years or so and they’re more into individ-
ual-type shopping, not, ‘Oh, I’m going to
go wherever everybody goes.’ People are
kind of branching off and trying to put their
individuality into their weddings. It’s like,
how different can you be?,” Nutsch said.

Nutsch would rather pay for a high quali-
ty vintage gown than a new dress. Gowns at
Ages Ahead range from $500 to $2,000.

“They’re very pricey but to me they’re
worth it. You can pay the same price for a
new one but they’re just not the same,” she
said.

One catch is that vintage gowns tend to
be available in small sizes only. A size eight
in the 50s is a size four today, and many
women are larger than the original owners
of the gowns. Families will donate or sell
their too-small heirloom gowns and hold
onto larger sizes, according to Manzini.

But Ages Ahead can alter and re-size
dresses.

“We’ve learned to open them up and size
them up. So if somebody loves a dress, you
don’t give up,” she said.

Ages Ahead also sells new, one-of-a-kind
gowns with a retro look, for those with their
hearts set on the classic look of a vintage
gown. A new gown can be ordered in any
size.

“We deal with small designers. They do
their own things. They’re very detailed, not
mass-produced,” Manzini said.

Ages Ahead is located at 524 Bryant
Street at University Ave. in Palo Alto. The
boutique is open Tuesday through Saturday,
11 a.m. to 5 p.m.; appointments are neces-
sary on Saturday. Call (650) 327-4480 or
visit www.agesahead.com for more infor-
mation.♥
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Everything old 
becomes new again
Vintage gowns offer style, step back in time
BY MOLLY TANENBAUM

private top floor room • outside patio dining
panoramic bay views • full cocktail service

gourmet italian seafood & steaks

perfect for your wedding 
or rehearsal dinner

Arrivederci     BELLA&Italian Seafood Restaurant Prime Rib Steak House

487 Seaport Court, Redwood City

(650) 568-0211
www.arrivederciandbella.com

as your backdrop...
breathtaking views of the bay
Imagine 

Peggy Nutsch of Santa Clara assesses a 1930s Art Deco reproduction wedding gown at Ages Ahead in Palo Alto.
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Ages AheadCustom
bridal

accessories

•Modern •Silk
•Elegant & Vintage
Bridal Gowns

524 Bryant St. • Palo Alto • 650.327.4480 • www.agesahead.com • Open Tues – Sat, 11am-5pm

Now featuring couture gowns for any occasion and fine antiques.
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C an’t find the bridal gown of your
dreams? A custom-made gown
may be a perfect fit. With a
hand-made dress, brides can

piece together elements of their favorite
dresses.

What’s important is finding a dress that
flatters a bride’s body and fits her personali-
ty, according to Grace Jung of Grace Jung
Couture in Los Altos.

Off-the-rack gowns can be adjusted with a
few nips and tucks, but a custom-made
gown’s fit is specific to the bride.

Custom designs also offer flexibility, espe-

cially for the older bride. While younger
brides may want “the whole nine yards, the
veil, the white dress,” older brides tend to be
more practical, Elaine Goldman of Elaine’s
Custom Gowns and Attire in Palo Alto said.

Older brides “want something they can
wear again. I’ll make a two-piece, chiffon
skirt and lace bodice, so they could wear
each piece again, so they have multiple uses.
I actually recommend that,” she said.

Both Jung and Goldman begin with a
muslin fit to make the dress perfect for each
body. That way, clients can see how the
dress will look and make adjustments before
they use the real fabric.

“It’s sort of a work in progress, a labor of
love. You see it as it happens, and there’s al-
ways room for change. It evolves,” Goldman
said.

For a custom gown, brides should come in
at least three months before the wedding and
bring ideas from magazines, sketches, or
friends. This will give the designer a place to
start, and enough time to create the gown of
their dreams.

“We don’t have a dress here so we just
play with the ideas until it’s yours. You can
try anything. That’s the beauty of custom fit-
ting,” Jung said.

Hot trends right now are a drop waist,
frayed edges, cut-outs, pleats, and tiers,
Goldman said. Avoid “too much beading
and big sleeves.”

Lace is making a comeback, although the
preferred fabric is still satin. Strapless dress-
es attract many brides, especially younger
ones, but strapless isn’t attractive on every-
one, she added.

Additionally, train lengths have become
shorter. Twelve to 36-inch trains are popular
now, Jung said.

Goldman’s custom gowns range from
$800 to $3,500 depending on the complexity
of the dress. Bringing one’s own fabric adds
$200 to $300 to the price. Jung’s gowns are
comparable to a designer dress, between
$2,500 and $5,000 including fabric. ♥

A perfect
fit
Custom gowns can offer 
the best fit, style
BY MOLLY TANENBAUM

The modern wedding gown is clean, simple,
but sophisticated, with details focused on
the back, according to custom designer
Grace Jung of Jung Couture in Los Altos.

Sources:
Elaine’s Custom Gowns 
and Attire
3332 Middlefield Rd., Palo Alto
(650) 493-1433

Grace Jung Couture
322 State St., Los Altos
(650) 559-0400

Magic Stitches
343 Cowper, Palo Alto
(650) 326-7343

Nouvelle Bridal Boutique
117 Town and Country, Palo Alto
(650) 326-6230
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Theodore H. Mock
Photography

415 University Avenue
Downtown Palo Alto

(650) 321-5574
By Appointment

Please visit our website at:
www.mockphotography.com
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719 Santa Cruz Avenue, Menlo Park • (650) 321-6920
310 South California Avenue, Palo Alto • (650) 326-7970

Wedding Invitations

10% off
any order of $50 or more

with this ad

Expires 12/31/05

By Appointment Only 

650.326.7343

Exclusive
Fabrics from
‘Elegance’,
‘Emanuel

Ungaro’ and
‘Valentino’

Fashion Designer • FIDM Graduate

CELEBRATING 20 YEARS IN BUSINESS

Specializing in Wedding,
Evening Wear 

and Suits

Restyling & Top Quality
Alterations

343 Cowper, Palo Alto

Send it with love.
We’ll package it with care.

❦ Low UPS retail rates
❦ Extra care for your

packages from
Certified Packaging
Experts

❦ Mail Box Services 
(24-Hour Access)

❦ Superior customer 
service from a friendly
& knowledgeable staff

❦ Color Copies 
❦ Notary Services
❦ Passport Photos

Sharon Heights Shopping Center
Convenient location with plenty of parking

325 Sharon Park Dr, Menlo Park (650) 233-1953

THE UPS STORE Monday – Friday 9 to 6 
Saturday 10 to 4

D iscover a Victorian Treasure

650.322.5544 • www.lisastea.com

Specializing in bridal luncheons,
showers and small intimate receptions.

Make your reservation for a delightful experience.

And in addition, our boutique is 
brimming with a lovely selection of gifts.A fter saying “I do,” many cou-

ples, relieved to no longer be
on stage with the spotlight on
them, get ready to let loose and

party.
But newlyweds with stage fright might

also be concerned about the first dance.
Even for couples with skills that rival
Baryshnikov and Britney Spears, formal
wedding attire can pose new problems for
the traditional dance. Luckily for brides and
grooms, area dance studios offer private les-
sons just for preparing for the first wedding
dance.

Students in these classes not only get tips
on dance steps, but also learn about proper
etiquette — such as how to traditionally en-
ter and exit the dance floor — and how to
move gracefully in formal attire.

Directors of local studios recommend cou-
ples come in a few months before their wed-
ding, but also do crash courses for those
who realize a week before the big day that
they do not know how to tango, foxtrot or
rumba.

Couples should start planning dancing les-
sons at the same time as scheduling their
disc jockey or band, Alice Louise, director
of Arthur Murray Dance Studio in Redwood
City, said.

“You don’t get an instant replay on this
one, so we need to get it right,” said Louise,
whose studio offers private lessons for cou-
ples.

For those who have some dancing skills,
moving gracefully in formal wedding attire
can create new challenges. A big wedding
dress can sometimes weigh up to 40 pounds.

And most women do not have experience
walking — let alone dancing — with a train
at their back. While many women bustle up
their train before dancing, area studios still
spend time dealing with the challenge of for-
mal attire.

At Beaudoin’s School of Dance in Palo
Alto, owner Flo Beaudoin encourages brides
to-be to come to class in a dress or skirt sim-
ilar in length to what they will wear on their
big day.

She also recommends brides practice in
shoes similar to their wedding shoes, but not
to wear their wedding shoes. “If the man is
not up to it, he may be stepping all over the
new shoes,” Beaudoin said.

Her advice for ladies on danceable wed-
ding attire: wear a dress that is not too tight
below the knee and shoes with backs. And,
she says, either skip the shawl or practice
dancing with it a lot.

At Arthur Murray, couples get a wedding
consultation in addition to dance lessons.
There, Louise takes down information on
the shape and length of the wedding gown,
and passes it along to the teacher, who will
fine-tune steps to accommodate the dress.

And men also go under the microscope.
For them, the studio focuses on sleeve
length. A man’s bare arms should not show
when he is dancing. “It’s not all about steps
and patterns,” Louise said. “It’s about the to-
tal package.”

Both studios work to accommodate the
schedules of professionals. Arthur Murray
offers classes from 1 to 10 p.m. Monday
through Saturday. Beaudoin’s School of
Dance has time slots before work, during
lunch hour and in the evenings. At both cen-
ters, dads also can get in on the fun — they
also offer courses on the traditional father-
daughter dance.♥

Putting your best foot 
forward
Dance lessons ease getting around in the gown
BY JAMIE SCHUMAN

Together
Is an annual section on relationships

produced by the Palo Alto Weekly 
and The Almanac

Editor: Sue Dremann
Designer: Diane Haas

www.paloaltoonline.com

Copyright (c) 2005 by Embarcadero Publish-
ing Co. All rights reserved. Reproduction with-

out permission is strictly prohibited.

Sources:
Arthur Murray Dance Studio,
Redwood City (650) 216-7501

Beaudoin’s School of Dance, Palo
Alto (650) 326-2184



T he thought of a triple-tiered,
black chocolate mousse cake or
500 individual heart-shaped
vanilla cakes with apricot frost-

ing may make some couples forget about
planning their wedding dinner. With so
many delicious and artistic wedding cake
options, choosing dessert can be much more
fun.

Nearly all local bakeries are offering non-
traditional flavors such as lemon poppy seed
or tiramisu, rivaling the standard chocolate
and vanilla. And the outsides of many cakes
also are getting more risqué these days: real
flowers are replacing buttercream ones; and
square shapes and architectural forms such
as Coit Tower, are supplanting the tradition-
al, tiered circles.

The Coit Tower cake is a creation of
Kathy MacDonald, owner of Kathy’s
Kreative Kakes in San Mateo. Her store has
made custom-carved wedding cakes since
1976. MacDonald also has designed the 500
heart-shaped cakes, as well as tasty versions
of the Taj Mahal and the Leaning Tower of
Pisa.

The most common order she receives is
for tiers of fondant-covered, rectangular
cakes that are meant to look like stacked
presents. Fondant, a smooth icing that Mac-
Donald says makes the cake look “blanket-
ed,” is becoming the “in” icing at many
weddings, she said.

Alexia Benrezkellah, who took over own-
ership at the Palo Alto Baking Company last
July, also expects to use much fondant this
wedding season. She spent last summer fill-
ing the former owners’ orders, which were
more traditional. Now she is excited about
putting her distinctive touch on cakes. “I
like the idea of the uniqueness of creating

something for each individual bride,” she
said.

Her California Avenue store now special-
izes in French desserts, and her wedding
cake types are based on French pastries.
Flavors include Opera Cake (almond cake
with mocha buttercream and chocolate
ganache), After Eight (chocolate with mint),
and Empress (white cake with hazelnut and
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Elegance in Rehearsal
Dinners, Showers, and
Wedding Receptions

1700 Embarcadero Rd. Palo Alto
650-856-7700 • www.mings.com

DISCOVER THE DECATHLON CLUB DIFFERENCE

Lush and elegant
atrium settings for
ceremonies and
receptions

Accommodating up
to 650 guests

Impeccable full
service catering and
professional event
coordination

DECATHLON CLUB

3250 CENTRAL EXPRESSWAY   SANTA CLARA, CA 95051
408-736-3237   WWW.DECATHLON-CLUB.COM

Wedding cake designer Alexia Benrezkellah of Palo Alto Baking Company likes to create
something individual for each bride.

Let them eat cake
Artistic wedding cakes offer new flavors, 
bold designs
BY JAMIE SCHUMAN

A display wedding cake created by Kathy’s
Kreative Kakes in San Mateo shows a typi-
cal fondant frosting.
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La Monique’s Nail &
Skin Care Salon

650-968-9901
650 CASTRO ST., STE. 175

ENTRANCE ON CHURCH ST. NEXT TO THE DRY CLEANERS
OPEN 7 DAYS/WEEK 10A.M. - 8P.M.

YOUR WEDDING PARTY IS OUR SPECIALTY

FREE Paraffin Wax Treatment 
w/pedicure or manicure



chocolate buttercream, and caramelized al-
mond slivers).

Woodside Bakery only uses traditional
buttercream frosting, but its ten cake types
are all exotic. It offers flavors such as
chocolate mousse, tiramisu and raspberry
ganache instead of the traditional vanilla
and chocolate. Couples get the luxury of
sampling the ten cake types before choosing
what they like best.

Woodside, like many other area bakeries,
has been decorating many of its cakes with
real flowers instead of iced ones in recent
years.

But some couples forgo flowers entirely
and choose more sentimental toppings. Pro-
lific Oven cake decorator Renee Apostolou
said one of her favorite cakes used icing that
looked like a simple string of white pearls.

And MacDonald of Kathy’s Kreative
Kakes remembers one time when a mother
wanted a traditional cake, but the couple, a
Japanese woman and a Jewish man, pre-
ferred a more whimsical and personal de-
sign. The compromise: half of the cake was
traditional and half was covered with frosted
motifs of sushi, chopsticks, gefilte fish, cats
and faces of the bridal party members.

“It made everybody happy,” MacDonald
said.♥
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SAVE UP TO 40% ON NEW ORDERS

520 COWPER STREET

DOWNTOWN PALO ALTO

CALIFORNIA, 94301
EVENT SPECIALISTS

650-323-1923
WWW.GARDENCOURT.COM

A world apart in the center 
of everything

Weddings

bucadibeppo.com

Large shrimp sautéed with garlic, fresh
herbs and lemon. You’ll love it with all-a
your heart. Sample from our platefuls of
traditional favorites. It’s the Immigrant 
Southern Italian way. 

SHRIMP
SCAMPI

IN ITALY, THE BEST WAY 
TO CURE COLD FEET IS 

TO WARM THE STOMACH

“Buca Small” feeds 2-3

“Buca Large” feeds 4-6
Served Family Style

WHEN IT COMES TO

BACHELORETTE/BACHELOR

PARTIES, REHEARSAL DINNERS 

AND BRIDAL SHOWERS, 

BUCA DI BEPPO IS PERFECTO.

Immigrant Southern Italian Food

Palo Alto
643 Emerson Street

650-329-0665

Sources:
Kathy’s Kreative Kakes,
San Mateo 
(650) 348-5253

Palo Alto Baking Company, 
Palo Alto 
(650) 321-3234

Prolific Oven, 
Palo Alto 
(650) 326-8485

Woodside Bakery, 
Woodside
(650) 851-7247

Additional sources:
Hong Kong Bakery,
Mountain View 
(650) 969-3153

Los Altos Baking Company, 
Los Altos 
(650) 559-0382

Wedding cakes come in all shapes. This six-
tiered cake by Kathy’s Kreative Kakes is de-
signed to look like a stack of presents.
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FORMAL
Hakone Gardens, Saratoga

Modeled after an early 19th century Japanese “sanso”
or country villa, the stunning 18-acre gardens are said to
be the oldest Japanese gardens in the western hemi-
sphere.

Water lilies float gracefully while koi wriggle in a
pond awaiting reflection. Waterfalls whisper and
gush in the presence of stone spirit temples; and
white wisteria cascades from a reception pavilion.

Morning or evening, winter, spring, summer or
fall, each season beckons lovers down Hakone’s
winding paths dotted with ancient lanterns and
into its verdant nooks. Every month offers some-
thing different: flowering plums in January; wiste-
ria, rhododendron and camellias in April; iris and
peonies in June; and brilliant fall foliage through-
out autumn.

Nestled in the hills of Saratoga, Hakone was re-
cently the backdrop for filming “Memoirs of a
Geisha.” Hakone has several choices for weddings.
The outdoor reception area can handle 150 people,
with indoor accommodations for up to 70.

Outdoor settings include the “Madrone Mound,”
“Wisteria Pavilion” and “Pond Garden.”

For indoor weddings, the Cultural Exchange Center, a
replica of a tea merchant’s house, has a deck that over-
looks Silicon Valley. The “Lower House” sits next to a clas-
sic Japanese meditation garden, and is perfect for dancing.

Hakone Gardens does limit the time for weddings to morn-
ings and evenings when the gardens aren’t open to the general
public. Fees range from $600 to $5,000. A preferred list of
caterers is available to ease wedding planning. Weddings
should be booked at least six months in advance. Currently, this
April and May are at capacity, but July is still open.

Weddings with a 
View

BY SUE DREMANN

Blessed with more
than 310 sunny
days annually and
spectacular scenery,
the Bay Area pro-
vides the perfect
backdrop for an
outdoor wedding.
From mountains to
coast, there are a
multitude of natu-
ral canvases on
which to create a
picture-perfect
wedding. Here are
five venues, from
formal to casual, for
the dream outdoor
wedding:

The gardens will host bridal faires in April and
September. The next faire will be April 24 from
noon to 4 p.m. Tickets are $5 per couple, with raf-
fles for discounts on various wedding-related
services.

Hakone Gardens, 21000 Big Basin Way, Saratoga
95070; Call (408) 741-4994; www.hakone.com.
E-mail: alexis@hakone.com

MOUNTAINS
The Mountain Terrace at Woodside

Rustic, beautiful Mountain Terrace is a moun-
tain retreat tucked into the forests above Wood-
side. “It’s like a secret garden — nobody knows
it’s here,” said owner Terri Shearer. “On a clear
day, you can see all the way to the East Bay.”

Oaks and majestic redwoods ring a three-acre
meadow where up to 300 guests can partake in an
outdoor ceremony or reception.

The redwood lodge, complete with mahogany
bar and big stone fireplaces, can accommodate
125 seated guests, and an additional 150 on the
patio deck. Mountain Terrace can’t accommodate
amplified music, but acoustic music is allowed.

The secluded mountain retreat has ample park-
ing for all guests. Though there is a preferred list
of caterers, guests can bring their own.

Most weddings take place Fridays through Sun-
days, with booking up to a year in advance. Satur-
days are in the highest demand. July and August
are the busiest times of the year at Mountain Ter-
race, but weddings through October are also pop-
ular, she said.

With fees ranging from $750 during the week to
$3,750 on weekends, Mountain Terrace fills a

Spectacular
outdoor

venues
offer a

range of 
romantic

options

Top left to right: Featured outdoor weddings include the
dramatic coastal bluff at the Ritz-Carlton Half Moon Bay;
a feast at a forest meadow at Mountain Terrace in Wood-
side; and a view of the Bay Area from atop the pavilion
deck at Thomas Fogarty Winery in Woodside.

Bottom left to right: A bride and groom steal an intimate moment in the flowering garden at Hakone Gardens in Saratoga; Valley
Presbyterian Church provides a window onto the redwood forest in Portola Valley.

Courtesy of Ritz-Carlton Half M
oon Bay
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niche, offering spectacular, affordable outdoor
accommodations, Shearer said.

The Mountain Terrace at Woodside, 17285
Skyline Blvd., Woodside 94062; Call (650)
851-1606; www.themountainterrace.com 
E-mail: info@themountainterrace.com

BAY AND VALLEY
Thomas Fogarty Winery, Woodside

Perched on Skyline ridge, the 320-acre
Thomas Fogarty Winery offers expansive
views of the bay and valley for an on-top-of-
the-world wedding. Pillow-y fog can fill the
valley below, creating an atmosphere of float-
ing above the clouds. At night, twinkling
lights fill the valley below. On clear days,
guests can see San Francisco. A flower-deco-
rated lawn area for ceremonies looks out over
the entire Bay Area and the winery’s vine-
yards.

Thomas Fogarty’s reception accommoda-
tions include a 4,400 square-foot redwood
pavilion built to “flow” down the hillside, for
ceremonies and summer receptions, and two
indoor dining facilities.

The same stunning views for which Thomas
Fogarty Winery is known can be had indoors
as well. The main indoor banquet facility, Hill
House, a redwood and stone structure with
dance floor, looks out over acres of attractive
chardonnay vineyards. It accommodates up to
200 guests. For smaller weddings, the Red-
wood Room holds 40 people. Fogarty has
changing rooms for both bride and groom.

Alcoholic beverages are restricted to the
vineyard’s wines and champagne, and the fa-
cility offers a preferred list of vendors and mu-
sicians. Amplified music is allowed indoors,

but is restricted to one acoustic instrument in
the lawn area.

Facility rental fees for an eight-hour block,
range from $3,000 to $7,500, with a special
wedding rental rate of $4,500 for Mondays
through Fridays. Currently, the winery is offer-
ing special rates for June and July weekend
weddings.

Thomas Fogarty will offer a “Taste and
Twirl” event for up to 30 couples on Feb. 18
from 6:30 to 9:30 p.m. Couples can learn to
waltz, taste wines and foods and meet vendors
at a panel discussion. Cost is $20 per person,
plus tax.

Thomas Fogarty Winery, 19501 Skyline Blvd.,
Woodside 94062; Mailing address: 3270
Alpine Road, Portola Valley 94028; Call
Brooke or Dana, (650) 851-6772; 
www.fogartywinery.com
E-mail: info@fogartywinery.com

COASTAL VIEWS
The Ritz-Carlton, Half Moon Bay

Breathtaking views of 50 miles of Pacific
coastline are the hallmark of The Ritz-Carlton
Half Moon Bay. A gazebo lawn wedding site
on a bluff overlooking crashing waves can
hold 900 guests, or a smaller bluff wedding
site offers spectacular views of the Pacific.

“Couples are not disappointed even on a
cloudy day,” said Diana Gil-Osorio, director of
public relations.

The Ritz-Carlton is a destination spot, offer-
ing a 261-room hotel, golf course, tennis
courts and spa resort. A six-story main build-
ing is modeled after the grand seaside lodges
of the 19th century. Couples often book hotel
rooms, most of which overlook the coastline,
for out of town guests.

Coastal weddings can indeed be fickle
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4269 El Camino Real
Palo Alto, CA
www.tradervicspaloalto.com

Celebrate in Style
at Trader Vic’s

♦ A variety of indoor and outdoor
settings for rehearsal dinners,
bridal showers and morning-
after brunches

♦ Lushly landscaped garden ideal
for wedding ceremonies

♦ Elegant ballroom with art-filled
foyer and separate entrance

♦ An array of menus featuring
Trader Vic’s famous cuisine

♦ Accommodations at Dinah’s
Garden Hotel for your out-
of-town guests

♦ Experienced catering staff to
assist with your plans

For help planning a
wedding, reception,
rehearsal dinner or bridal
shower, call 650.798.1306

703 Welch Road, Suite E-6, Palo Alto
(near Stanford Hospital)

faster
brighter

whiter

Whiten 
your 
teeth 
in about 
an hour!

650-327-9340
www.lovethedentist.com

Love Your Smile
COSMETIC DENTISTRY

David B. Love, D.D.S.

$100 OFF Zoom
Teeth Whitening

with this ad. Expires 2/28/04

take your first step to feeling good,
looking great and making a memorable
impression every time you smile. You owe 
it  to yourself! Find out more about Zoom! 
in-office tooth whitening.

Call today!

Wedding

Invitations

Choose from our selection of
traditional or contemporary
styles by special order from
famous makers:

•  William Arthur
•  Crane
•  Checkerboard
•  Carlson Craft

and many more!
See our selection of engage-
ment, save the date, shower & 
rehearsal dinner invitations.

www.losaltoscard-party.com
253 State Street

Downtown Los Altos
941-6983

You don’t have to go to Napa for a romantic vineyardYou don’t have to go to Napa for a romantic vineyardYou don’t have to go to Napa for a romantic vineyardYou don’t have to go to Napa for a romantic vineyardYou don’t have to go to Napa for a romantic vineyard

wedding! The perfect spot is right here on the Peninsula.wedding! The perfect spot is right here on the Peninsula.wedding! The perfect spot is right here on the Peninsula.wedding! The perfect spot is right here on the Peninsula.wedding! The perfect spot is right here on the Peninsula.

Thomas Fogarty Winery & Vineyards

19501 Skyline Boulevard, Woodside, CA 94062

650-851-6777    www.fogartywinery.com

(continued on page 15)

Weddings with a view
(continued from previous page)



M ost people probably associ-
ate  but terf l ies  and wed-
dings with flutters in the
stomach. But butterfly re-

leases are adding colorful life to the wed-
ding party.

Imagine the moment when bride and
groom say “I do,” to the release of dozens
of orange butterflies. Attracted to vibrant
colors, they land on bouquets of flowers
and bridesmaids’ dresses. It beats clean-
ing up rice.

“Many churches and reception areas
don’t allow throwing rice, birdseed or
confetti  outside anymore,”
said Chris Hundley of
Magical Beginnings
Butterfly Farms in
Los Gatos. “With
butterflies, there’s no
mess, no clean-up.” Butterflies
are recommended as a substitute for
the rice-throwing tradition by Villa Mon-
talvo in Saratoga, according to Hundley.

Hundley sells only monarch butterflies,
which are the hardiest and are found nat-
urally in most parts of the United States.
The large orange and black butterflies are
carefully selected and inspected to make
sure they are 100-percent disease-free, he
said. And Hundley gets a permit from
each state to which the company delivers.

Each butterfly is hand fed before ship-
ping.  I ts  wings are  careful ly  folded
against i ts  body, and the butterfly is
placed into its own origami-like paper
packet. All of the packets are placed into
a protective box and packed in ice. “Ice
prevents dehydration, and the dark, cool
conditions keep the butterflies in a com-

fortable resting state,” Hundley said.
The butterflies are shipped overnight,

timed to arrive the day before the wed-
ding.
“They can last for five days without food.
At release at the wedding, they’re ready
for dinner. They’re attracted to vibrant
colors, and will land on bouquets and
dresses,” he added.

Hundley recalled one elaborate wed-
ding where the groom, a Realtor, wanted
to highlight his spectacular garden during

his outdoor wedding.
“He released 500 but-
terflies right before

the guests arrived, and
they could be seen flut-

tering throughout the gar-
den.”

Weather can affect the
butterflies’ performance. The

best time to have them perform
their magic is in spring or summer,

and during warm autumn weddings, when
they fly about in the sunshine. During
cloudy and cold weather, they gravitate
toward places to hunker down, often high
in the shelter of trees.

Butterflies can be tricky to photograph.
The easiest shot to take is when they’re
resting on a flower. To catch them in
fl ight ,  s tage a background such as a
building or a tree, otherwise, they tend to
get lost against the sky, notes the compa-
ny Web site. Butterflies are cold blooded,
and 10 minutes in the refrigerator will
also slow them down. They will “pose,”
gently flapping their wings to warm up.

They can be purchased individually, or
in wedding packages. An individual but-
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Violeto Trio ®

650-948-9366
www.weddingtrio.com

Customized 
Wedding Music Packages

•Solo Violin / Piano / DJ

EXTRAORDINARY
PERFORMERS ADDING

DIVERSE AND
ELEGANT MUSIC

Steve Sremac

Classical and 
Popular Music for
Special Occasions

Professional Pianist
For your wedding or rehearsal dinner

Liz Cirone

Nordstrom pianist for over 10 years
Dinner Partiesk Corporate Events k Special Occasions
Vocalists and Musicians Available k CDs available

LCProduction@aol.com    650-322-6330   www.LizCirone.com

Butterflies create an euphoric moment at  weddings.

A magical beginning
Butterfly releases add splendor on wedding day
BY SUE DREMANN

(continued on next page)

Courtesy of M
agical Beginnings
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4

Sophisticated
Elegance

A lush courtyard setting, elegant banquet facilities and professional staff ensure
an unforgettable experience at the Peninsula’s only Five Star Diamond Hotel.

Personalized serevice with attention to detail
Award-winning seasonal American cuisine
Elegant Banquet Facilities for up to 250
Luxurious guestroom accommocations

100 EL CAMINO REAL
IN MENLO PARK

CALL 650-322-1234
www.stanfordparkhotel.com

6 5 0 - 5 7 5 - 5 9 5 9

www.depolophotography.com

dePolo
ph o t o g r a p h y

terfly costs $8. Discounts are available for
large quantities. The company also offers
a mass-release box where up to 75 butter-
flies can be released.

Four special  wedding packages are
available: “The Intimate Affair,” with 16
monarchs packaged in four packets, for
bride, groom, maid of honor and best
man; “The Elegant Affair,” of 25 butter-
flies; “The Spectacular Affair,” including
50 butterflies; and “The Grand Affair,” of
100 or more.

Magical Beginnings raises 25,000 but-
terflies annually, but don’t wait until the

last minute to order. Just so many butter-
flies can be hatched each year, and Hund-
ley recommends booking at least a couple
of months in advance.

Hundley segued into the butterfly busi-
ness eight years ago after a stint in high-
tech sales. He wanted to be involved in
something that would make people happy.
“It’s a real significant part  of nature
everyone can relate to,” he said. “You
meet someone, and it’s such a special
thing to do. It’s always been my goal to
do something where people are in happy
moods.”♥

Magical Beginnings can be reached at
(888) 639-9995. www.butterflyevents.com.

sweet buds

wedding and event design
by appointment only
bay area delivery

sw
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d
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ya
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co

m

studio located in palo alto

650.281.6551
510.459.4972

Butterflies
(continued from previous page)

Not everyone is happy with but-
terfly releases. According to the
North American Butterfly Associa-
tion, mixing up butterflies from dif-
ferent locales mixes the butterflies’
genetics. A monarch isn’t just an-
other monarch, but may have char-
acteristics specific to its location.

And their delicate migratory
physiology may be disrupted, ac-
cording to an article “There’s No
Need to Release Butterflies —
They’re Already Free,” written by
Jeffrey Glassberg, president of the
association. In addition, Glassberg
notes that existing over-wintering
sites are being decimated by poach-
ers, and diseases can spread from
butterflies raised unscrupulously.

For more information about the
ecology of butterflies, and the argu-
ments against and for butterfly re-
leases, visit North American But-
terfly Association’s Web site,
www.naba.org or the International
Butterfly Breeders Association site
at www.butterflybreeders.org.♥

Butterflies and
the environment:
a concern



I f butterflies seem too flighty, let rose
petals spice up the imagination. Cel-
ebrating with rose petals has been a
tradition since Roman times, when

rose petals were strewn on ponds and ban-
quet tables, according to the American
Rose Society. Tossed, added to center-
pieces, sprinkled on reception tables or
covering outdoor bridal paths, rose petals
remain among the most ardent symbols of
love.

At Michaela’s, formerly Stapleton’s in
Palo Alto, people often come in asking for
petals to sprinkle on pillows for a romantic
evening, said Steve Wong. He sells fresh
petals in mixed colors, but will provide
petals of specific colors on request.

For Valentine’s Day, clients often deco-
rate a limousine or bedroom, said Chris
Hundley of Rose Petal Weddings, an on-
line company offering both fresh and dried
petals. “Mostly, it’s men calling. They
want to spoil their wives or girlfriends by
sprinkling the petals on the bed, or making
a rose petal pathway from the bed to the
bath, or in the tub.”

“Some men buy bags of roses, not just
the petals. It just depend on how romantic
the guy is,” said Stefanie Soto, flower de-
signer at Flowers By Bobbi in Mountain
View. Soto often uses other fresh petals as
well. Recently, she used stargazer lily
petals for a wedding. “You can mix in all

sorts of fun stuff. You can get inventive
and sprinkle them around the cake. We did
one wedding where we had the petals cas-
cading down the cake onto the table.”

Rose petals are available from many
florists, who often save the outer guard
petals from roses when they are cleaning
them up. They are available both fresh and
freeze-dried. But the freeze-dried petals
have the advantage of being non-staining,
which means they can be sprinkled indoors
on carpets. “Fresh petals can stain carpets
and be slippery, so we recommend they are
used outdoors,” Leslie Aldrich, owner of
Menlo Florist in Menlo Park, said. She
sells a dozen large roses’ worth of petals in
a bag for $10.

Although not as supple, freeze-dried
petals retain the color, smell and look of
the fresh variety. They also last longer.
“For a hot summer wedding, you can deco-
rate the day before,” Hundley said. But if
only fresh petals will do, consider they
will only last two days. And dried petals
can be scooped up and kept as a keepsake,
a fragrant remembrance of a romantic
evening or beautiful wedding.

The flowers come in a variety of colors:
red, yellow, white, pink, lavender, peach,
burgundy and purple. A Bed of Flowers in
Menlo Park sells bags of fresh or freeze-
dried petals in any color a bride desires —
including variegated colors and bicolored
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Let Your Wedding Guests
Be Our Guests-
Wedding accommodation
packages are our specialty.

Our soothing Creekside setting is on 3 1/2
landscaped acres. Just 5 minutes from downtown
Palo Alto, Stanford Shopping Center and Stanford 
University. Complimentary Local Lincoln Town Car Service

Standard, Superior and Deluxe rooms enjoy private patios and views
of the creek. Suites available. All rooms include in-room coffee, ironing
boards, refrigerators and terry robes. Heated pool and exercise room.
Cibo Bar & Grill
Room Service
Palo Alto’s only smoke free hotel

For reservations call
Melissa Landon, Wedding Specialist

(650) 213-4218 or e-mail m.landon@creekside-inn.com
3400 El Camino Real

Palo Alto, California 94306
(650) 493-2411

www.Creekside-inn.com

You’re Invited to Our
WEDDING OPEN DAY

March 12
A showcase for Creekside Inn,

Cibo Restaurant and 
outside vendors

MANSOOR & GORE
F I N E  J E W E L R Y

530 Ramona St., Palo Alto, CA 94301
Telephone: 650.327.5667

RENA I S SANCE

P L A T I N U M
DE S I G N S B Y PH I L I P PR E S S

650.269.6086
jean-marks@sbcglobal.net

www.jeanmarksweddings.com

• Collaboration on your 
wedding goals  and style

• Budget  design and 
management

• Vendor recommendations  and
price  comparisons

• Timeline creation and 
distribution

• Complete  on-site  coordination
of  rehearsal ,  ceremony and
reception

Alongside the bride...

To help as needed...

A carpet of rose petals winds through a garden path for a bride and groom.

Cover her in rose petals
Spark fantasy with flowers from an ancient tradition
BY SUE DREMANN

(continued on next page)

Courtesy of Rose Petal W
eddings



petals, said Julia Garcia of A Bed of Flow-
ers. A gallon bag goes for $10, but “it’s
complimentary if a bride orders her flow-

ers here,” Garcia said. Give florists orders
four days to a week in advance to prepare
an order. Prices vary, from $8.95 for a 12-
by-12-inch bag of mixed colors, to $39.95
for a shoeboxful of a single rare color.♥
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NEW AT THE ALLIED ARTS GUILD

75 Arbor Road, Suite K&J, Menlo Park, CA 94025
650.323.2021

www.imagesoflightphotography.com

FAMILIES ❘ WEDDINGS ❘ PORTRAITS

Mon-Thurs 10am-10pm
Fri & Sat 10am-11pm

Sun 11am-9pm

FREE ENTREE
Buy 1 Entree
Get the 2nd

FREE
No multiple coupons or take

out orders. Equal or Less
Value. expires 2/2/05.

Falafel • Shawerma
Tabbouleh • Humus

Baba Ghanoush
Shish Kabob

274 University Avenue
Palo Alto

www.kanzeman.com
(650) 328-5245

Fax (650) 328-7444

Wedding Design & Coordinat ion •  weddingsweddingsweddings.com

Specializing in the
most beautiful weddings
you’ll ever attend.

650.906.9161
Consultations at your convenience!

Sources:
A Bed of Flowers, 
Menlo Park, (650) 234-9680

Barron Park Florist and Nursery, Palo
Alto (650) 424-9466

City of Flowers, 
Mountain View (650) 965-4055

Flowers By Bobbi, 
Mountain View (650) 965-2121

Menlo Florist, 
Menlo Park, (650) 323-3171

Michaela’s Flower Shop,
Palo Alto (650) 321-5390

Palo Alto Flower Garden, 
Palo Alto (650) 325-0285

Rose Petal Weddings, www.rosepetal
weddings.com

“One of the most perfect garden 
ceremony/reception sites...
We recommend it highly.” 

~“Here Comes the Guide”

“Best Place for a Wedding Reception”—7 years in a row

~Palo Alto Weekly “Best of…” Readers’ Poll

T H E E L I Z A B E T H F. G A M B L E G A R D E N

For up to 50 guests, with on-site wedding coordinator.
1431 Waverley Street, Palo Alto, California 94301   

650.329.1356 ext. 26  
www.gamblegarden.org

discounted by frosty

occasions ..............................weddings......bar/bat mitzvahs
birth/moving announcements
envelope addressing.....gifts

rsvp .......................................frosty gross
(650) 858-0771
fax (650) 858-0772
email: paperpizzazz@pacbell.net

website..................................www.paperpizzazz.invitations.com

Rose petals
(continued from previous page)

PACIFIC INN OF MOUNTAIN VIEW
1984 El Camino Real
650.967.6901 ✯ pacifichotels.com
CRESTVIEW HOTEL
901 El Camino Real
650.966.8848

Good Fri., Sat., or Sun. Some restrictions may apply.
2-day stay must be consecutive. Exp. 04/15/05

HOTEL LODGE

64 El Camino Real
650.965.0585

✃ “BEST OF”
4 years 
running

WEEKEND SPECIAL
$74 PER DAY ✯ $129 2-DAY STAY

PACIFIC HOTELS OF MOUNTAIN VIEW



weather-wise, where fog and wind are equally
at home with sunshine. But certain times of
the year offer more consistency. The busiest
time at Ritz-Carlton is September through No-
vember, when the coastal climate is mostly
mild and sunny.

For those leery of an uncertain climate, the
crashing waves can also be enjoyed from Ritz-
Carlton’s Navio restaurant, offering indoor
oceanfront dining, and additional facilities in-
clude a 7,100 square-foot ballroom and 17,000
square feet of event space.

Nervous grooms can unwind at the 18-hole
golf course designed by architect Arthur Hills.
And brides-and-grooms-to-be and their guests
will enjoy shedding wedding jitters at the
16,000-square-foot spa.

The Ritz-Carlton is no stranger to lavish
events, and theme weddings are a specialty,
according to Marianne Arata, catering manag-
er. “One wedding had an opera singer, and ci-
gar cutter and maker for after dinner,” she said.

Arata has booked Tiffany-themed weddings,
where everything, from cake to dresses, had
the glass maker’s signature motifs, and one
where sea glass was incorporated into the re-
ception to capture a certain look.

The only thing they can’t do is fireworks.
“But we did a laser light show instead, and it
was spectacular,” she said.

The Ritz-Carlton offers a number of wed-
ding packages, including an elopement pack-
age. Rates for most reception packages range
from $160 to $275 per person, plus gratuity
and tax, with an intimate marriage package for
15 to 30 guests starting at $140 per guest.

The outdoor ceremony venues rent at
$2,000 for the ocean bluff to $4,000 for the
gazebo garden lawn.

Large weddings should be booked at least
six months in advance, but intimate weddings
are accommodated up to 30 days ahead.

The Ritz-Carlton at Half Moon Bay, One Mi-
ramontes Point Road, Half Moon Bay 94019;
Call (650) 712-7000; www.ritzcarlton.com.

REDWOODS
Valley Presbyterian Church, Portola Valley

Set in a redwood grove, Valley Presbyterian
in Portola Valley doesn’t offer receptions, nor
is the ceremony outdoors. But the soaring red-
woods serving as its backdrop create a spiritu-
al, cathedral-like ambiance attracting many
couples. The sanctuary’s dramatic solid wood
interior frames a triangular wall of windows,
immersing the bride and groom in the primor-
dial surroundings. Whether bathed in shafts of
sunlight, or dripping with dew, the giant trees
stand like silent ceremonial witnesses.

The ceremony is Christian, but doesn’t ac-
commodate communion. A staff minister offi-
ciates, but a guest minister, relative or friend
may assist. A pre-nuptial conference is also
scheduled with each couple.

The wedding ceremony package for $1,600
includes a marriage preparation workshop, of-
ficiant, wedding coordinator, wedding hostess,
organist and custodian. Decorations include a
cloth aisle runner, white silk floral arrange-
ment, candelabra stands with candles and pew
decorations. Weddings are held on Saturdays
and Sundays.

Valley Presbyterian Church, 945 Portola
Road, Portola Valley 94028; Call Cathy Pani-
agua, wedding coordinator, (650) 851-8282,
ext. 109; www.valleypreschurch.org E-mail:
cathyp@valleypreschurch.org. ♥
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Find Your Way to      Good Health

650.622.9059
Monday-Friday 10-8, Saturday 9-7 & Sunday 9-5

272 Redwood Shores Parkway
Redwood Shores, CA 94065

(Holly exit off 101, just beyond Pacific Athletic Club)

www.mondespa.com

Discover the Peninsula’s newest, most innovative spa
in a luxurious, welcoming environment.

Bridal Showers Customized for Your Event.
Facials B Massage

Body Treatments B Acupuncture

We integrate various cultural specialties 
from around the world

Spa Packages and Gift Baskets

Watch for special promotions, discounts and 

guest speakers throughout the year.

Bakery
(650) 851-7247

Café
(650) 851-0812

W
oodside Bakery

&

C
a
fé

THE WOODSIDE
BAKERY & CAFÉ

3052 Woodside Road, Woodside

Wedding Cake
For over 24 years, we have been

providing high quality wedding cakes.
All of our cakes are created from scratch

using only the best ingredients.

Call Norene
[Thursday-Sunday after 10:00 a.m.]
to arrange a tasting of all
of these unique flavors:

✤ Strawberry Mousse✤

✤ Lemon Mousse ✤
✤ Genoise (Bavarian custard) ✤

✤ Double Chocolate ✤
✤ Chocolate Mousse ✤

✤ Raspberry Ganache ✤
✤ Carrot Cake ✤

✤ Tiramisu ✤
✤ Raspberry Bavarian ✤

✤ Passion Fruit ✤

A Circle 
of Love

For the One 
You Love

Design, Fabrication & Repair

DIAMOND BROKERS

CLOSED MONDAYS

www.mainstreetgoldworks.com
542 Main Street, Half Moon Bay

(650)726-2546

Weddings with a view
(continued from page 10)
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The Perfect Venue for Small

Intimate Wedding Events

• Outdoor landscaped courtyards for intimate
wedding ceremonies

• Luxuriously appointed banquet room for
receptions or rehearsal dinners accommodates
50-80 guests

• Stucco archways, wrought-iron accents, and
polished marble provide a Mediterranean
ambiance

• Award winning Chef offering unique menu
creations

• Special overnight rates for out-of-town guests
• Complimentary fireplace suite for the bride &

groom with chilled champagne and breakfast
in bed the next morning

675 El Camino Real • Palo Alto, CA 94301

(650) 321-4422

We’ll Capture the Joy While
You Cherish the Moments
Weddings Are Our Specialty

• Two indoor/outdoor ceremony & 
reception facilities for 75 - 350 guests

• Flowing waters, fountains and colorful 
gardens

• Award winning Chef
• Special overnight rates for out-of-town guests
• Complimentary room for bride & groom

with chilled champagned and breakfast in
bed the next morning

• Professional bridal coordinator 
combined with superb service

625 El Camino Real • Palo Alto, CA 94301

(650) 328-2800


