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Beginning September 29th, you can fly non-stop between 

San Jose’s Mineta International Airport and Hawai‘i on Hawaiian

Airlines. Our island-style cuisine, entertainment and hospitality travels

across the Pacific daily. You can book flights at our lowest fares online.

HawaiianAirlines.com
H AWA I I S TA RT S H E R E

Hawai‘i.
Non-stop.

For women.
Money may not be the root 
of all evil, but it is the root 

of many arguments 
between couples.

Learn about a workshop that
builds agreement and 

alignment with your partner 
in the area of wealth.

Visit www.FearlessWealth.com

FREE 
SEMINAR

Wednesday,
September 14

7:00 to 8:30 PM
Hotel Sofitel,
Redwood City

Call
415.425.5525

Custom Flagstone,
Slate, Brick & Tile

Custom Barbecues

Interlocking
Paving stone
Driveways

Pre-Cast Columns
& Balustrades

Landscape Design
& Installation

Waterfalls &
Fountains

Walkways & Patios

Retaining Walls

No subcontractors

CA Lic. #545391

214 Commercial Street Sunnyvale, CA 94086
Tel: (408) 732-2867•1-800-406-0794

sevillelandscape.com

Seville Landscape Construction Co.



Palo Alto Weekly • Friday, September 2, 2005 • Page 3

Upfront
Local news, information and analysis

T he city commission that unan-
imously decided to rewrite a
rule on carports last year

backed down — a bit — in light of
some residents’ protests. 

On Wednesday night, the Planning
and Transportation Commission de-
cided 200 square feet could be added

to a new or remodeled house if it is
equipped with a carport and is locat-
ed in a low-density neighborhood.

A carport is a structure with a roof
and three completely open sides,
while a garage is defined as having at
least two walls. 

Since May, the zoning ordinance

allowed all the square footage of a
carport — which could range higher
than 200 square feet for a multi-
space structure — to be allotted to a
home’s buildable size. 

Though homes in the city are lim-
ited to a certain amount of floor area,
some properties divide that space be-
tween a main house and a detached
garage. Residents who protested
charged that bigger homes would be
built — possibly reaching three sto-
ries — if the floor area of a carport

didn’t count and all the area were
“given” to the house instead.

If the City Council approves the
recommendation, residents apply-
ing to remodel or construct new
homes in the future would get the
200 bonus square feet to add to
their houses if they build a carport
instead of a garage. 

The commission reasoned that car-
ports are not massive structures —
just posts, a roof and one wall — and
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Recommends that some 
square footage remain exempt 

by Jocelyn Dong

Booksellers Association.
Like others familiar with Ke-

pler’s, Landon was shocked and
perplexed by the sudden news. He
noted that other independent book-
stores in the area are currently
thriving. “It isn’t the state of the
business,” he said.

There had been no outward in-
dications that Kepler’s, located on
El Camino Real in Menlo Park,
was in serious trouble, Landon
said. “They were running their
business as if all was normal.”

Owner Clark Kepler did not re-
turn phone calls or respond to oth-
er requests for comment. A sign
on the door Wednesday morning,
signed by Kepler himself, blamed
the continued downturn in the local
economy that began in 2001.
Long-time employees also faulted
the building’s high rent and in-
creased competition from Borders,
Costco and online booksellers as
factors in the sudden closure.

“They ran out of money,” Assis-
tant Manager Andy Battle ex-
plained. The longhaired, goateed
employee also cited an overall de-
cline in reading in America, and
noted that shoppers had become
less adventuresome when search-
ing for new books. 

“This is symptomatic of a na-
tionwide trend,” Battle said, wav-
ing his arms.

Faith Bell, owner of the 70-year-
old Bell’s Books in Palo Alto,
asked: “If Kepler’s can’t make it,
how can anybody?”

Locals need to see the connec-
tion between Kepler’s closure and
their choice to buy books online or
at a discount store, Bell added.
“This is what happens when you
shop at Amazon.”

Gerry Masteller, former co-own-
er of Printer’s Inc. bookstore in
Palo Alto, said he was “devastated”
by the news of Kepler’s demise,
since he had worked there for 10
years before helping start the Palo

Alto store in 1978.
Printer’s Inc. closed in 2001. 
“Kepler’s lasted four more

years,” Masteller said. “How em-
barrassing it is for a fine academic
community that it can’t support an
independent bookstore.”

City of Menlo Park officials had
known for months Kepler’s was
struggling with a high monthly
rent. They tried to help broker a
deal between the bookstore and its

landlord, The Tan Group, accord-
ing to an e-mail from David John-
son — the city’ business develop-
ment officer — to City Council
members.

“No relief was granted,” John-
son noted.

A receptionist with The Tan
Group, a property management
company located in Palo Alto, said
the owners did not wish to answer

(continued on page 7)

District excels
in state tests

— again
Some wonder if API 

scores that meaningful to
Palo Alto

by Alexandria Rocha

A s they have for the past five
years, Palo Alto’s public school
students gained ground on last

year’s statewide assessments, ac-
cording to reports released this week.

The district also met all of the
federal government’s requirements
that measure annual progress under
No Child Left Behind. Last year,
the district failed for not testing
enough students. 

“Fortunately, we’ve got such a
high-achieving population, we’re not
under the gun for accountability,”
said Bill Garrison, the district’s di-
rector of testing and assessment.

With all of the district’s 17 cam-
puses soaring well above the state’s
API target and all the federal bench-
marks met, some officials and par-
ents in the district admit the scores
don’t mean all that much.

“Maybe it gratifies you to know a
child goes to a school that is highly
ranked, but I don’t think it matters to
me all that much,” said Roxanne
Mehta, a district parent.

Other parents say the high, and
continuously increasing scores are a
relief that all children are making
progress.

“These scores and the fact that
they’re moving up are a manifesta-
tion of an explicit goal at Hoover,
which is moving every student up to
their highest potential,” said David
Charleson, Hoover Elementary
School’s PTA president.

Now in its sixth year, the API is
the state’s way of tracking year-to-
year growth at all public schools.
Scores range from 200 to 1,000, with
the state’s performance target resting
on a score of 800.

There was only one year in which
one district school scored under 800.
Juana Briones Elementary School
missed it by 14 points. That hap-
pened in 1999 — the state’s first year
of using the API. 

Since then, 100 percent of district
schools have met the 800 target
every year. Statewide, about 23 per-
cent of schools met the mark in
2004, and about 27 percent did in
2005, according to the state Depart-
ment of Education.

This year in the Palo Alto Unified
School District, Hoover led the pack
with an API of 975, just 25 points
away from the highest mark a school
can reach, 1,000. Addison and Nixon
elementary schools followed with a
score of 940. At the middle school

(continued on page 7)(continued on page 5)
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Commission compromises on carport rule
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The End
Kepler’s abruptly shuts down after 50 years 

as Midpeninsula’s cultural hub
by Bill D’Agostino

I t’s not every shop that prompts customers to place a dozen
white roses on its doorstep when it closes.
But Kepler’s Books and Magazines was not just any store. 

Kepler’s, the 50-year-old counterculture icon and one of the last independent
bookstores on the Peninsula, closed abruptly Wednesday morning, stunning em-
ployees, loyal customers and the California bookselling community.

“Kepler’s leaves a huge hole in the literary scene in the South Bay — there’s no ques-
tion,” said Hut Landon, executive director of the Northern California Independent

Vanessa Wheeler,
5, of Menlo Park,
peers through the
closed front door
of Kepler’s on the
morning of its 
closure (left). 
Customers stare in
disbelief at signs
saying the store
has closed its
doors for good.
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ReaderWire
Reader comments via e-mail, voice mail and U.S. mail

Creative compassion
I am a relatively new import to the

Bay Area via New Orleans. I work for
Stanford Management Company here in
Menlo Park. The devastation caused by
Hurricane Katrina has been very upset-
ting for all of us.

I have family and friends who are cop-
ing with the disaster first-hand. To many
of them I am their only link to the out-
side world, as their communication lines
to each other have disintegrated.

This is why I am trying to make peo-
ple more aware of the crisis and encour-
age people all over the country to sup-
port the relief efforts in creative ways.

The easiest and fastest way to pro-
vide help is to donate to national agen-
cies whose relief efforts are already in
place. But many people I have spoken
with are interested in helping in more di-
rect ways. I would like to encourage Mid-
peninsula communities to “adopt” spe-
cific communities in the hardest-hit ar-
eas of New Orleans and the Gulf Coast.

An “adopt-a-community” program
would facilitate local efforts to rebuild
schools, homes and infrastructure in in-
dividual areas destroyed by this catas-
trophe. Local residents and businesses
could then follow the progress of these
communities and their residents on a
close, personal and regular basis.

I am contacting local officials
throughout the Peninsula to explore
this program, which is still in a con-
ception stage.

To get a personal glimpse into the cri-
sis in New Orleans and the recovery as-
sistance effort I am undertaking, please
access my blog at http://helpnewor-
leansnow.blogspot.com. Since I just en-
tered the world of Weblogging this week
due to this disaster, I can attest that it is
simple and easy to use.

Feel free to contact me via e-mail
with ideas or add your thoughts to the
blog itself. We are all in this together.
Thank you.

Keith Schneider
keith.schneider@stanford.edu

Summer sadness
Pat Flynn’s comments regarding the

shortened school year (Weekly, Aug. 26)
are on the money.

The fact that this issue was not pre-
sented to parents prior to the vote sug-
gests an attempt to avoid a public out-
cry. When initially considered, the Board
of Education voted wisely against short-
ening the summer vacation.

It is unfortunate that this vote did not
carry the day, and a calendar appropri-
ate to the needs of students and fami-
lies was sacrificed because the board

was reluctant to drag the issue into ne-
gotiations with its employee unions.

This shortened summer is academical-
ly unsound: numerous vacations — both
long and short — eliminate extended pe-
riods of focus necessary for learning.
While many voices say this minimizes
stress, such is not the case when home-
work is assigned over these “breaks.”

This schedule also compromises
other community activities, such as
theatre, specialty camps and other
learning experiences that require ex-
tended periods of time during the
summer. As school board Vice Presi-
dent Mandy Lowell sagely noted: “A
longer summer has greater benefits
for our community than several inter-
mittent breaks.”

I strongly urge early consideration
of this issue so that we are not forced
into continuing a pilot program that
neither the board nor many parents
find beneficial.

Cy Ashley Webb
West Bayshore Road, Palo Alto

Temporary experiment?
I have several issues with the Palo

Alto school district’s new schedule.
First, it completely ignores the needs

of working parents. Both my husband
and I work full time, as do many other
parents in Palo Alto. Both of our compa-
nies offer above-average paid vacations,
but neither quite stretches to cover 26
days off during the school year, in addi-
tion to federal holidays.

During the summer our kids can go to
day or overnight camps, but for these
breaks we are on our own. So our op-
tions are to take unpaid time off (which
our employers are not obligated to pro-
vide) or take our vacations separately
(so much for the family time together).

Oh, and the time for the parents to
recharge? We’ll just forget that, won’t we?

Teenagers are not served well by
this schedule either. A longer summer
gives them an opportunity to obtain
paid or unpaid work, internships or
participate in enriched study pro-
grams — what better way to help a
teen figure out what to do after high
school? Instead, they’ll have plenty of
breaks during the school year to per-
fect their videogame skills.

For children of all ages, frequent
short breaks during the school year
are very disruptive. It takes several
stress-filled days after each break to
get back into the school and home-
work routine. What a waste of effort.

I hope this experiment on all of us
does not last beyond this school year.

Tanya Berezin
Marion Place, Palo Alto

ReaderWire Question: What steps should be taken
to prevent sexual abuse in youth programs?

The Palo Alto Weekly encourages comments on our coverage or on issues of lo-
cal interest. No anonymous letters or “open letters” to other organizations or in-
dividuals will be printed. Please provide your name, street address and daytime
telephone number. Please keep length to 250 words or less.

YOUR TURN

E-mail: readerwire@paweekly.com
Fax: 326-3928
Web Site: http://www.PaloAltoOnline.com
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Let the Sunshine in
There’s nothing quite
like the well crafted
beauty of an Andersen
window or door. At Bruce Bauer our expert sales staff
will help you find the best Andersen solution for your
home improvement needs. The famous Andersen®

Frenchwood® patio doors and the new custom-sized
double-hung windows provide exceptional beauty,
energy efficiency and reliability.

Come in to Bruce Bauer Lumber & Supply today to find out
more about our Andersen® windows and doors. Bruce Bauer
Lumber & Supply. We’re more than just a warehouse.

Bruce Bauer Lumber & Supply
134 San Antonio Circle, Mountain View, CA 94040
(650) 948-1089  www.brucebauer.com

Mon-Fri 7:30am-5:00pm  Sat 8:00am-4:30pm  Sun 9:00am-4:30pm 

Fabulous Fall
Kitchen Tour

For Tickets and Information:
Call: (650) 494-7350

Tickets also available at Avenidas,
450 Bryant St, Palo Alto

Tickets: $25 ($30 at the door )

Saturday, September 24th, 10 am to 4 pm

New Ideas In Kitchen Design
Visit 5 unique local homes

Proceeds benefit programs of Avenidas Senior Center of Palo Alto

10th annual
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Upfront

THERE IS MORE THAN ONE WOMAN
who knows that stressed 

is desserts spelled backwards

BUT THERE IS ONE PLACE
where they can all get together 

and start to change

Free registration,* when you join for 4 weeks now
Call 1 800 651 6000 or visit WeightWatchers.com

• • • • •

w a t c h  y o™

*Offer valid through 10/22/05 at participating locations only. Pre-payment of first 4 weeks required. 
Subsequent weekly fees apply. Not valid for At Work meetings and Online subscription products. 

WEIGHT WATCHERS is a registered trademark of Weight Watchers International, Inc.
©2005 Weight Watchers International, Inc. All rights reserved.

New Location 
Opens Sept 7th

Mt. View
Custom Fitness
650 Castro St Ste 108
(entrance is on Church St)

Palo Alto
Town & Country
88 Town & Country Village
(next to coin shop)

✰

Got Guests?HOTEL

Bed & Breakfast

• 10 min. from
Stanford

• 5 spacious king
suites

• Full gourmet
breakfast
included

• Reasonable rates
starting at
$125/night

• Deluxe amenities
• Free high speed

Internet
• Air conditioned

1201 W. Selby Lane, one block from Atherton, Redwood City

650•474•2777 ~ www.AthertonInn.com

Atherton Inn
“An elegant home
away from home”

Lots of great selections still available from the
Bay Area’s largest in-stock warehouse

Because the sun
never bills you.

www.paloaltohardware.com
875 Alma Street, Palo Alto

650-327-7220

Celebrating its
11th year!

Look for it 
in Wednesday's issue

RECYCLE
YOUR

Juanita M. Johns, a longtime resident of Palo Alto, died Aug. 29. A
Memorial Mass will be held in her honor Wednesday, Sept. 7, at 10 a.m.
at Our Lady of the Rosary Church, 3323 Cowper St., Palo Alto. In lieu
of flowers, the family requests memorial donations be made to the
American Cancer Society, 1710 Webster St., Oakland, CA 94612; or the
Pathways Hospice Foundation, 585 N. Mary Ave., Sunnyvale, CA
94085-2905.

MEMORIAL SERVICES

LOOK FOR IT IN
OUR NEXT ISSUE

therefore should be treated different-
ly than garages. 

City regulations regarding privacy,
massing and scale of the home would
still be in effect. 

The carport issue triggered dis-
sension in the community this sum-
mer, when resident Nancy Alexan-
der discovered her next-door neigh-
bor planned to build a new three-
story home.

She said the house would have
more mass because her neighbors’
carport area was being allotted to the
home’s total floor area. 

However, the neighbor, Bob Ste-
fanski, has said repeatedly that his new
home will actually be smaller than the
current one, and that it complies with
all city regulations on height, massing
and scale. 

The issue struck a chord among res-
idents beyond the immediate Old Palo
Alto neighborhood where the pro-
posed home is planned. Monday night,
people from various parts of the city
appeared to speak on the issue.

Four of the six commissioners pres-
ent Wednesday were on the panel last
year, at which time they made the zon-
ing ordinance update. 

Michael Griffin, a former commis-
sioner who had voted in favor of the
carport exclusion last year, also at-
tended the meeting — to say that their
decision had been wrong back then.
He urged the commission to consider
carports just like garages, and to pre-
vent homes from becoming more
massive in Palo Alto.

“I’m here to tell you mea culpa,”
he said.

Two of his colleagues who are still
on the panel agreed, but two stuck to
the original decision. Two new com-
missioners, Dan Garber and Paula
Sandas, voted for the small revision
as well, making the final count 4-2.

Pat Burt, who was elected to be
the new chair of the commission
Wednesday, made the motion, say-

ing he was seeking a proper balance. 
“This addresses concerns raised in

recent months and recognizes that
we do have tools to address abuses
on carports,” Burt said. He referred
to the fact that some residents in the
past have converted a garage to a
carport so that they could have more
floor area for a new addition, only to
later go back and rebuild the garage. 

His motion included a stipulation
that residents could build carports
larger than 200 square feet, but the
extra area beyond 200 square feet
would count toward floor area.

Garber said he found it compelling
that young families with small
homes could benefit from keeping
the carports exempt, as the 200
square feet could be used to build
another room or to expand a kitchen. 

However, Commissioner Karen
Holman, who was elected vice-chair
of the board Wednesday, warned that
unintended consequences could un-
fold by continuing to allow the car-
port exemption. 

City staff, she noted, had not re-
searched what could result from
Burt’s motion.

After the meeting, Alexander said
she felt the recommendation was “a
step in the right direction.

“It’s much better than it was. It’s a
compromise,” she said. “It still al-
lows for a bonus of square footage
across the city though.” 

Alexander’s next-door neighbor’s
project would not be affected by this
revision, city staff members said, be-
cause the application is already com-
pleted.

Stefanski said he thought that the
decision was good to the extent that
it did not completely reverse the or-
dinance exempting carports. 

The council, which asked the com-
mission to reconsider the issue, will
now have a chance to review the rec-
ommendation and make its decision
on Sept. 26. ■

Senior Staff Writer Jocelyn
Dong can be reached at jdong
@paweekly.com.

Carports
continued from page 3
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Upfront

Three people killed in East Palo Alto
Three people were shot to death Wednesday night as they sat in a

parked car in the driveway of a house at 2367 Dumbarton Ave. in East Palo
Alto — marking the 11th, 12th and 13th homicide victims of the year in
East Palo Alto, which had seven killings in all of 2004. 

Two suspects were seen driving away but one was later caught
when his car crashed into a parked car, Sgt. Alma Zamora said. A
second suspect got away.

The names of the three shooting victims are being withheld by police.
Two died at the scene of the 8:37 p.m. shooting while the third died later
at a local hospital.

A 17-year-old black male was taken into custody after his car crashed
attempting to flee Officer Angel Sanchez at 10:15 p.m., Zamora said. The
car had matched the description of the auto used in the shooting and was
driving with its lights off. The car then crashed into a parked car on Al-
berni Street.

Anyone with information about the shooting is asked to call De-
tective Bob Arnaudo at (650) 363-7823 or Detective Rich Mauer at
(650) 363-4055.

In a second shooting incident in East Palo Alto Wednesday night, a 20-
year-old man suffered a gunshot wound to his chest but is expected to re-
cover, Zamora said.

The victim was shot at 7:48 p.m. in a drive-by shooting in the 2700 block
of Fordham St. Anyone with information about the shooting is asked to
call Detective J. Alcaraz at (650) 599-7426. ■

Paly pool on time, but fundraisers continue

The start of another school year means more than new teachers, books
and classrooms. For dozens of teen athletes, it also means water polo sea-
son. And for students at Palo Alto High School, it means heading to Stan-
ford University for practice.

Construction of a new 35-meter by 25-yard pool started in March and
isn’t slated to end until November. Since water polo practice started last
month, the boys’ and girls’ teams head to Stanford for training.

The parent group funding the $1.8 million pool, known as the ACCEL
Foundation, is also busy trying to raise $175,000 to pay off a loan that was
needed to finish the project. If the parents don’t raise the money, they will
continue to pay off the loan with interest.

There are three fundraisers on deck, however, to avoid extending the du-
ration of the loan. On Monday, Paly swimmers will participate in a “swim-
a-thon” at Stanford’s Avery Aquatic Center, in which the students are cur-
rently seeking donations. ACCEL is selling engraved bricks for $500
each that will be incorporated into the pool entrance and interior deck ar-
eas. Later this fall, ACCEL will host a golf tournament at the Palo Alto
Hills Golf and Country Club.

The pool is ACCEL’s largest project so far. The foundation has already
renovated the school’s track and installed artificial surface on the baseball
field. For more information on the pool, e-mail palyaccel@gmail.com. ■

—Alexandria Rocha

Local group fundraises for Katrina victims

The Palo Alto Menlo Park Parents Club is looking for volunteers to help
with a bake sale to benefit the victims of Hurricane Katrina. The sale will
be held from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Sept. 10 at Trader Joe’s, 720 Menlo Ave. in
Menlo Park.

The club is seeking volunteers to bake larger items, such as cakes, pies,
tarts and breads, as well as smaller items like cookies and brownies to be
wrapped and sold by the dozen. Volunteers to bring tables, transport
goods, make signs and fliers, and solicit coffee shops that may be willing
to donate coffee and beverages.

“We’re very hopeful that we’ll get the same amount of enthusiasm
from our members and be able to make a substantial contribution to the
victims,” wrote Lauren Kincus, the club’s coordinator of the bake sale, in
an e-mail to members referring to a similar effort that aided victims of last
year’s tsunami. 

The club is also hoping to partner with other parent and neighborhood
groups to support the effort.

For more information, e-mail Kincus at valleysoxgal@yahoo.com. ■
—Alexandria Rocha

News Digest

Weight Loss Program for Families
& Children 8-15 Years Old
• Over 80% of children achieve long-term weight loss-

parents lose weight too!

• Created by physicians who are experts in treating overweight children

• Promotes long-term healthy eating and exercise habits

• Families meet weekly for six months.

PLEASE CALL CINDY ZEDECK AT (650) 725-4424

Lucile Packard
Children’s Hospital

AT STANFORD

Free
Deluxe Accessory

Package
with Spa Purchase 

Great Labor Day
Sale

Biggest Sale of the year
4 days only!

Sept. 2nd to Sept. 5th

Relax and enjoy a 
Jacuzzi Spa all year long 

PALO ALTO
2001 El Camino Real

Corner of El Camino Real & Stanford

650-566-8022
www.jacuzzisf.com

Financing Available O.A.C.
6 months no interest no payment

12 months same as cash

DISCOUNTS ON OVERSTOCK INVENTORY

50% off select spa accessoriesSave over $4000 off MRSP (on select models)

DISCOUNTS ON OVERSTOCK INVENTORY
ON THE WEB: The latest local news headlines at www.PaloAltoOnline.com

NEED  A
TAX

DEDUCTION?

Give Your
Car to
...help create a future for people with developmental disabilities

Community Association for Rehabilitation, Inc.
525 East Charleston Road, Palo Alto, CA 94306 • www.c-a-r.org

Call: 650-494-0550 United Way

1-888-723-7831
http://BloodCenter.Stanford.edu

Share a part
of your life –
Give blood

Stanford Medical School
Blood Center

Look for it
today!

Celebrating its
11th year!

LOOK FOR
IT IN OUR
NEXT ISSUE
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Upfront

(KEN) K.E. WHITE, 80, PALO ALTO

A  T A

Kenneth Erwin White, lifelong P.A. resident, died in his home peacefully on August 28th
after a lengthy battle with emphysema. Ken was born May 6, 1925 on Oregon Avenue
(Expressway) and never left this small town farming community even when it was transformed
into Silicon Valley. He graduated from Palo Alto High in 1942. In 1951, after serving in the
Army Air Corp, he graduated from San Jose State University with a degree in mathematics and
secondary teaching credentials. He received a Masters degree in education from Stanford
University in 1958. He taught Mathematics for 31 years and coached lightweight basketball
for 20 seasons at Palo Alto High School. In his retirement years, he helped coordinate PAHS
alumni gatherings and acted as a docent at them. He also spent years compiling a history of
Palo Alto High School Sports Program. 

He will be greatly missed by his wife of 59 years, Priscilla Harmon White; daughters
Penelope (Richard) Hughes, Susan (Edi) Holzer, son Jon, grandchildren Kyle and 
Erik-Logan Hughes, Sophie and Katharina Holzer and Kevin and Andrew White. He was
predeceased by grandchildren twins Ashley and Rachel White and Nicholai Alexander Holzer.
Please send any memorial contributions to the Gold Star Scholarship Fund, c/o Palo Alto
High School., 50 Embarcadero Road, Palo Alto 94303

A Memorial Service will be held 11 A.M., Saturday, September 3, 2005 at the First
Congregational Church, 1985 Louis Road (corner of Louis Rd. and Embarcadero Rd.) Palo
Alto 94303.

ROBERT BOUDE MACBRIDE
Robert MacBride, beloved husband of Sally, father of Alex, Alice and Suzanne

passed away after a long illness on August 21st. 
A third generation Californian, he was born in San Francisco and later attended

Piedmont High School and the University of California, Berkeley where he was a Deke,
a member of the Delta Kappa Epsilon Fraternity. During World War II, he joined the Naval
Air Transport Service as a non-pilot navigator and flew with transport missions to the
South Pacific front for the Navy and Pan American Airways.

A resident of Woodside for over fifty years, Bob was active in the business life of the
Peninsula as an investment broker first with Dean Witter and later with Morgan Stanley
in Palo Alto. Many athletic and artistic pursuits, including woodworking, painting, tennis
and skiing gave added richness to his long and full life.   

He is survived by his wife Sally McCune MacBride of Woodside, sister Nancy
Vlamis of Berkeley, three children, Alex MacBride of Menlo Park, Alice Schilla of
Sacramento and Suzanne Loomis of Woodside and six grandchildren.

In lieu of flowers, the family asks that memorial gifts be sent to Recordings for the
Blind, 488 West Charleston Road, Palo Alto, CA 94306 or Filoli, 86 Canada Road,
Woodside, CA 94062.

A  T A

Lots of great selections still available from the
Bay Area’s largest in-stock warehouse

(650) 969-7663
Lic. #785441

Since 1975
1901 Old Middlefield Way, #22
Mountain View, Ca 94043

$400 DISCOUNT COUPON
WITH INSTALLATION OF COMPLETE NEW ROOF

15% OFF ANY WOOD ROOF REPAIR/TUNE UP

AUTO/TRAIN/BUS ACCIDENTS
Living wills • Slip and Fall

General/Financial/Medical Power of Attorney
Inadequate Security — Premise Liabiity

“Reasonable Rates”
Law Offices of Aubrey Weldon: 650-994-5394

questions.
Kepler’s held its 50th anniversary

in May. Banners announcing the
celebration still hung inside and
outside the store on Wednesday, as
did announcements of upcoming
talks and meetings, which are now
cancelled.

Its Web site was replaced in the
late afternoon by a farewell note
from Kepler: “In today’s political
and social climate I would like to
be there with you and for you, pro-
viding books and writers with var-
ied ideas and provocative opinions,
but the constancy of change will
not allow it.”

“It’s like a relative in the family
dying,” lamented Roy Borrone, own-
er of Cafe Borrone’s, located imme-
diately adjacent to Kepler’s. “This
is such a sad day.”

The closure would definitely af-
fect his business, Borrone said. “We
had a great symbiotic relationship.”

In 1989, the cafe relocated from
Redwood City to be situated next
door to Kepler’s, which was mov-
ing across El Camino Real. When
they both reopened, there was also a
studio and a florist in the same build-
ing. Now only Borrone remains. 

“It’s an era that could be ending,”
Borrone said. “It’s the rents that
make it so darn hard.”

In retrospect, there were a few
signs the bookstore was in trouble.
Employees’ hours were curtailed last
fall. A rare storewide sale was held
this past weekend. City officials said
the store recently cancelled an Alan
Alda speech scheduled for the Men-
lo Park City Council chambers on
Sept. 25 without explanation.

Most of the store’s 40 employ-
ees learned the news during a brief
staff meeting Wednesday morning
at 9 a.m.

“This is it,” Clark Kepler said dur-
ing an emotional but brief speech
where he explained that he had
poured his own money into the store
but had become insolvent.

“He had a difficult time saying
what he had to say,” said four-year
employee Cynthia St. John, who was
on the verge of tears as she recalled
the speech a few minutes later. “He’s
a little guy with a big heart.”

Employees said they were given
their final paychecks, which includ-
ed small bonuses, and told to cash
them immediately. One employee
said Kepler plans to file for bank-
ruptcy protection.

More than a dozen employees lin-
gered afterward at a table outside
Cafe Borrone, consoling each other,
discussing the closure and reminisc-
ing. Many said they planned to con-
tinue working for bookstores, if they
could, because they loved helping
people find new favorite books.

St. John, a buyer, said working for
Kepler’s was the best four years of
her life. She “rubbed shoulders with
giants,” she said, including literally
rubbing Al Franken’s shoulders.

“Kepler’s was a book store. Other
places are retail stores that happen to
sell books,” fellow former employee
Chelsea McNeel said. “It was really
nice to work here. It was special.”

Assistant Manager Antonia Kehr
recalled that one little girl and her
mother visited the store every week
after church.

“They’re going to come this Sun-
day,” Kehr said, “and we won’t be
here.”

Roy Kepler, Clark Kepler’s father,
founded the store in 1955 as a haven
for anti-war pacifists and other pro-
gressive free thinkers. Along with
Cody’s in Berkeley and City Lights
in San Francisco, Kepler’s was one
of the first three shops in the Bay
Area that sold quality paperbacks,
making literature more accessible.

Rolling Stone magazine reported
last month that Kepler’s played a key
role in the formation of the Grateful
Dead. The story said the bookstore
“was a modest shop run by a lefty
activist, Roy Kepler, and co-man-
aged by a local pacifist guru, Ira
Sandperl.

“It had an open area with tables and
a coffee urn on the left, as you walked
in, which was the hub of the literary-
music axis that gave the Palo Alto
scene much of its gravitas and cachet.”

Among the authors who spoke at
Kepler’s in recent years: Gloria
Steinem, Michael Chabon, Jane Fon-

da, former first lady Barbara Bush,
Madeleine Albright, Jimmy Carter
and Arianna Huffington.

When Barry Eisler moved to
Menlo Park in 1994, he was work-
ing on the manuscript for his first
book, “Rain Fall,” and would visit
Kepler’s often.

“I used to dream about my seeing
myself on one of those author event
posters,” he said. When that hap-
pened after the book was published,
“It really felt like it was a dream
come true.”

Eisler launched each of his four
books at Kepler’s with a book sign-
ing. “I’m going to miss that tradi-
tion,” he said.

The author called Kepler’s “a
community,” and said the staff
knew the customers, either by name
or by face.

“It’s not an anonymous experi-
ence,” Eisler said. “You feel like
you’re entering a world of book en-
thusiasts, people who know books,
who love books and want to share
their passion for books with you.”

Shoppers conglomerated around
the store all day Wednesday, their
mouths gaping, their heads shak-
ing as they spotted the modest
white sign on the door announcing
the bookstore’s end. A few gasped
in shock.

A few loyal customers said they
wanted to contact Kepler to try to
find a way to try to keep the store
open. Many were disappointed they
had no warning.

By the end of the afternoon, some-
one placed sunflowers in the front
door’s handles.

Bob “Buzz” Holmes had shopped
at Kepler’s during its entire lifespan.
Since retiring four-and-a-half years
ago, he had picked up his morning
newspaper there every day.

“This will be a real blow,” Holmes
said.

Elly Moses, a nanny, was one of
the first to jostle the locked door and
peer into the darkened windows. She
accompanied three devastated-look-
ing, freckled-faced youngsters who
could only shrug and frown when
asked about their feelings.

“I never thought they would go
out of business,” Moses said. ■

A complete history of Kepler’s can
be viewed at www.PaloAltoOn-
line.com. A version of this story was
posted Wednesday morning.

Senior Staff Writer Don Kazak
contributed to this report. Staff 

Writer Bill D’Agostino can be
e-mailed at bdagostino@paweek-
ly.com.

Keplers
continued from page 3

level, Terman’s API landed on 925,
with Jordan at 905 and Jane Lath-
rop Stanford at 896. Gunn and Palo
Alto high schools scored 885 and
887, respectively.

“We’re not a school district in
trouble where parents are looking
at this and walking into a school
board meeting and saying how do
we address this,” said Melissa
Caswell, president of the Palo Alto
Council of PTAs, adding, however,
that “it’s not that meaningful for
(the district) to get scores where
everybody is piled on top.”

The results released this week are
only preliminary data in a complex

system of deciding whether schools
and districts are doing their jobs.
The API is just one element in what
is now called the Accountability
Progress Report. It is essentially a
report card for schools using
dozens of benchmarks — some
from the state; others from the fed-
eral government.

The entire report will be avail-
able in October. Besides the overall
API scores, the information re-
leased this week includes the first
round of data from the Adequate
Yearly Progress report, which is the
federal government’s accountabili-
ty model that requires schools to
annually meet criteria in four main
areas.

A school is required to test 95
percent of students overall, as well

as 95 percent of each child in an
ethnic or special-needs category.
Of those students, a certain per-
centage must score proficient in
English language arts and math.
The system’s benchmarks for pro-
ficiency increases each year, so
that in 2013-2014, 100 percent of
students are required to score pro-
ficient.

A district’s high school gradua-
tion rate is the final annual progress
factor. But, with dozens of subcat-
egories under those four main ar-
eas, there are 44 ways a district can
fail to make its yearly progress.

Combine them with the API and
you have the Accountability
Progress Report. 

“It takes a lawyer and a Ph.D. to
figure it all out,” Garrison said. ■

Scores
continued from page 3

“How embarrassing 
it is for a fine
academic community
that it can’t support 
an independent
bookstore.”

— Gerry Masteller, 
former co-owner of Printer’s Inc.

bookstore in Palo Alto



Page 8 • Friday, September 2, 2005 • Palo Alto Weekly

Sunday
Mornings for

Spiritual Health
Meditation 9:15-9:45am

Service      10-11am
Non-denominational

and Inclusive Spirituality.
Thursdays  7-8pm

Meditation &
Self-Development

Pathways to Self Healing
4153A El Camino Way

Palo Alto (650) 424-1118
www.psh.org

www.paloaltobahai.org             (650) 321-0939

Bahá’í Faith

First Presbyterian Church of Palo Alto
(PCUSA)

1140 Cowper Street  650-325-5659  www.fprespa.org

Are you seeking a spiritual home, a place of
welcome and acceptance? Are you wanting
theological study where you are free to ask honest
questions? Are you looking for a community of faith
where you can be empowered to work for justice,
peace and the common good of all?
Come check us out! Maybe you will find the
connections and commitments you believe Christ’s
church should embrace and embody.

8:45 A.M. - Prayer and Meditation Service — Sanctuary 
9:35 A.M. - Coffee, Tea & Juice, Served on the Patio
10:00 A.M. - Worship Service — Sanctuary
11:00 A.M. -  Coffee, Tea & Juice Served on the Patio

Childcare provided at all services

FIRST CONGREGATIONAL
CHURCH UCC

1985 Louis Road, Palo Alto • (650) 856-6662 www.fccpa.org

Saint Ann Chapel
TRADITIONAL EPISCOPAL 1928 PRAYER BOOK

Sung Eucharist,  Sunday, 11:00 AM
Holy Communion, Wednesday, 6:00 PM

The Rev. H. Bowen Woodruff, Vicar
541 Melville Ave., PA •  650-838-0508

hbwoodruff@sbcglobal.net

Grace
Lutheran 
Church
-ELCA-

Summer Schedule
3149 Waverly St., Palo Alto 

650-494-1212

8:00 AM - Worship Service
9:30 AM - Worship Service

Child Care Available
Pastor John Kerr

Sunday Celebration Services
8:45AM, & 11:00AM Everyone Welcome

Nursery & youth programs available both services

Wednesday: Meditation, 7-7:30pm

Class: 7:30-9:00pm through Sept. 28th
“The Four Agreements”

Visit our website for the daily inspirational
message from “Daily Word”

PALO ALTO COMMUNITY CHURCH
Affirming the Divine Spirit in every person.

3391 Middlefield Rd., Palo Alto • (650) 494-7222
www.unitypaloalto.org

“Let your vision be world-embracing.” – Bahá’u’llah
Please join us for an evening of music and devotions

Saturday, October 1, 2005 7:30-8:30 p.m.
Palo Alto Art Center, 1313 Newell Road

A Guide to the Spiritual Community

Ananda
A Place of Awakening

Sunday Celebration
9-9:45 am    Meditation
10-11:30 Worship and Satsang

2171 El Camino Real, Palo Alto
for a free brochure, call (650) 323-3363 or visit

www.anandapaloalto.org

To include your Church in

Inspirations
Call Blanca Yoc  650-326-8210  ext. 239 

or e-mail byoc@paweekly.com

Sunday, September 4th at 10:00 a.m.

Worship and Holy Communion
Outdoors

All are welcome 

Sunday, September 4, 10:00 a.m.

“Widening the Circle”
The Rev. Dr. C. George Fitzgerald

Pastoral Associate

http://religiouslife.stanford.edu

Stanford Memorial Church
University Public Worship

All are
welcome.

Information:
650-723-1762

Pastor David K. Bonde
 a  Wors ip
 a  Ed ca ion

N rser  are rovided
Alp a o rses

 S El Mon e Ave  os Al os
losal osl eran or

Los Altos
Lutheran
Church
ELCA
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Arts & Entertainment
A weekly guide to music, theater, art, movies and more, edited by Rebecca Wallace

ON
 T

HE
 S

ET
Paly grad

seeks
the right
light, the

perfect
props

and the 
financing

while
making his

independent
film

D irector Jonathan
Yi, his New York-
based film crew
and numerous

pieces of lighting equip-
ment are scattered in a
backyard on Byron Street in
Palo Alto, filming a crucial
bedroom scene.

While it’s actually 3 p.m. on a Wednes-
day afternoon, a giant mirror is changing
the angle of the sunlight to make it look
like actor Aldous Davidson is waking up
at 6 p.m. after working into the wee hours.

After several takes, Yi decides they are
ready to shoot the scene again, but this

by Terry Tang

(continued on next page)

Something that flashes by in two minutes on the movie screen can take hours to shoot, as evidenced by the deep concentration and
flurry of activity on the “Shift” set. Above, members of the crew gaze at a monitor tethered to a movie camera to discuss composition
and lighting. From left, they are: Mike Jackson, Paul Yee, Jonathan Chen and director Jonathan Yi. Below, the crew sets up to film
a scene inside a Palo Alto home. From left, they are: Caitlin Bryan, Morgwn Jones and Paul Yee. Actor Aldous Davidson is looking
down at right.

N
icholas W

right
N

icholas W
right
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TIME & PLACE
PLEASE NOTE TIMES: 5K walk 7:30pm, 10K run 8:15pm, 5K run 8:45pm. Run night registration 6:30 to 8:00pm at City
of Palo Alto Baylands Athletic Center, Embarcadero & Geng Roads (just east of the Embarcadero Exit of Highway 101).
Parking — go to PaloAltoOnline.com to check for specific parking locations.

COURSE
5K and 10K loop courses over Palo Alto Baylands levee, through the marsh lands by the light of the Harvest Moon!
Course is flat, USAT&F certified (10k run only) on levee and paved roads. Arrowhead Water at all stops. (Course map
available at www.PaloAltoOnline.com)

REGISTRATIONS & ENTRY FEE
Preregistration fee is $20 per entrant (postmarked by Oct. 7, 2005) and includes a long-sleeve t-shirt. Late/run night
registration is $25 and includes a shirt only while supplies last. A scantron card must be filled out at race night regis-
tration.
Family package: Children under 12 run free with a registered adult. A completed entry form for each child must be sub-
mitted with Adult registration. A limited number of adult small t-shirts may be available for $10 through preregistration
process. Please indicate on form and include $10. Refunds will not be issued for no-show registrations (and t-shirts
will not be held). Preregistration opportunity for Youth Sports Teams of 10 or more runners; contact Amy at (650) 326-
8210 ext. 285.
No confirmation of mail-in registration available. Registration also available online at www.PaloAltoOnline.com.

YOUTH: 18 & Under
Minors MUST bring signed parental/waiver form (below) on race night to participate. 
In addition scantron card must be completely filled out at race night registration.

DIVISIONS
Age divisions of 12 and under; 13-19; 20-29; 30-39; 40-49; 50-59; 60-69, and 70 & over with separate divisions for
male and female runners in each age group. Race timing provided for 5K and 10K runs.

COMPUTERIZED RESULTS by A Change of Pace
Race results will be posted on the Internet at www.PaloAltoOnline.com 10am on 10/17. Registration forms must be
filled out completely and correctly for results to be accurate. Neither Change of Pace nor Palo Alto Weekly are responsi-
ble for incorrect results caused by incomplete or incorrect registration forms.

AWARDS/PRIZES/ENTERTAINMENT
Top three finishers in each division. Prize giveaways and refreshments. DJ, Efren Ayala.

BENEFICIARY
Palo Alto Weekly Holiday Fund. A holiday-giving fund to benefit Palo Alto area non-profits and charitable organizations.
In April 2005, 36 organizations received a total of $240,000.

MORE INFORMATION
Call (650) 463-4920, (650) 326-8210, email MoonlightRun@paweekly.com. or go to www.PaloAltoOnline.com.

For safety reasons, no dogs allowed on course for the 5K and 10K runs. They are welcome on the 5K walk only. No
retractable leashes! Please bring your own clean-up bag. Jogging strollers welcome in the 5K walk or at the back of
either run.

First aid service and chiropractic evaluations provided by K. Skinner, R.N., D.C. Sports and Spinal Injury Specialist

Register online at www.PaloAltoOnline.com

––––––––– CORPORATE SPONSORS –––––––––

––––––––––– IN KIND SPONSORS –––––––––––

A X I S

Stanford
Shopping Center

21ST ANNUAL

PALO ALTO WEEKLY

MOONLIGHT RUN

& WALK

October 14, 2005



time facing a smaller window. A few
guys begin moving gear into the
bathroom to capture the desired an-
gle.

“This really illustrates to you how
something that only takes two min-
utes on screen could take hours to
shoot,” said assistant director
Michael Haertlein.

Yi’s senior thesis project, “Shift” is
a dramatic and humorous take on an
episode from his own life. The story
follows Alex, a Korean-American
college boy, as he muddles through a
thankless summer job sorting mail
during a graveyard shift at a high-fi-
nance investment company in San
Francisco. Over the course of the
job, the middle-class, Bay-Area-bred
student gets an education about an-
other way of life as he interacts with
his older, immigrant co-workers.

The NYU student and Palo Alto
High School graduate hopes to
screen the movie at the First Run
Festival that will take place at
NYU’s Tisch School of the Arts in
March of next year. Eventually, he
would like to show it in the Bay
Area.

With the final cut anticipated to be
between 30 and 45 minutes, “Shift”
is short in length but definitely not in
labor. Yi is weathering the creative,
financial and marketing strife of
translating his own screenplay into a
cinematic piece.

“Everything about this movie is
hard. My last movie, I just made be-
cause I knew I could get the location
and write it around the location. It
was easy and it was affordable,” Yi
said during a lunch break from
shooting in Palo Alto on Aug. 24. “I
just said if I was going to make an-
other one, I was going to do what-
ever I want and I don’t care how hard
it is.”

Yi’s previous movie, “I’m Sammy
Hagar,” was a much more fast-paced
shoot — two New York shooting lo-
cations in three days — but logisti-
cally easier. He got along well with
the people in charge at both spots:
Arlene’s Grocery, a bar/live-music
venue; and the American Institute of
Guitar, a music school.

It was while Yi was raising mon-
ey for “I’m Sammy Hagar” two
years ago that the story of “Shift”
began taking shape. After getting re-
jected for various summer jobs, in-
cluding a dishwasher, he snagged a
temporary position handling mail at
Charles Schwab. From 10 or 11 p.m.
until 8 a.m., Yi toiled alongside six
other employees — all men, most of
whom were first-generation immi-
grants.

Initially, he said, they saw him as
a “privileged kid” saving up for friv-
olous career aspirations. He under-
stood their opinion; while the mail
room was a pit stop for him, it was
one of two or even three jobs his co-
workers held down while caring for
families. Meanwhile, Yi marveled at
their boundless capacity to work and
stay upbeat.

“You would always think that peo-
ple would be so bitter about every-
thing. But they were incredibly pos-
itive for the most part — always
smiling, always cracking jokes,
working really hard at several jobs,”
Yi said. “They were happy to be here

in America. They were happy to start
a new life here. Basically, everything
that nobody cares about, they cared
about.”

Some of Yi’s friends, who he said
came from even more privileged
backgrounds, defined success as
wealth. Furthermore, they believed
that people stuck in dead-end jobs
simply didn’t work hard enough.

This viewpoint is represented in
the film by the character of Melanie,
who is a compilation of three differ-
ent girlfriends from Yi’s own life.
Like Yi, Alex begins to feel trapped
between two worlds as he questions
his ex’s values.

“I ended up...being upset that my
friends just assumed that if you have
a bad job, you’re a bad person or you
just don’t work hard,” Yi said. “And
I think that’s a concept that Palo Alto
kind of even makes you think
(about); it’s like if you don’t get per-
fect SATs, or don’t go to a good Ivy
League school. This wasn’t my idea
at all before that, but a lot of people
I hung out with think that.”

From the start, Yi knew shooting
in the Bay Area was crucial to the
story. Back in New York, the crew
was able to secure a soundstage for
one interior scene. But places that
didn’t have high location fees were
hard to come by. Even a profession-
al location scout he hired left the pro-
duction, saying the search for a site
that would allow a student film was
too difficult.

However, Yi got a break during a
visit to Palo Alto. A friend urged
him to check out the home of Rod
and Alison McNall, whose daugh-
ter, Julia Johari, attended Palo Alto
High with him. Her bedroom, which
faces the backyard and was once a
maid’s quarters, was big enough to
accommodate a camera, microphone
and a few crewmen. It would make
an ideal space to show Alex arriving
home, too exhausted after work to
deal with anything.

After hearing an outline of the
shooting process and the insurance
coverage, Rod McNall said the fam-
ily had no reservations about per-
mitting a 15-person entourage and a
Budget moving truck filled with
equipment to take over their home
for a day. Also, he was glad to help
Yi while learning what goes on be-
hind the scenes of a movie.

“You could see all the crew knew
their business. They’re very profes-
sional,” McNall said. “I think the
most impressive part is the amount
of waiting and the tremendous at-
tention to detail, especially to the
light aspect.”

The film’s $74,000 budget cov-
ered airfare for all the cast and crew
members who weren’t already visit-
ing family in Palo Alto. After arriv-
ing a week beforehand, they re-
trieved all their rented film accou-
trements from a company in Oak-

land. Besides working in Palo Alto,
they also shot on location in Ather-
ton. An acquaintance of Yi’s parents
granted the crew access to her estate
for two outdoor scenes.

Whether it’s getting sites for free,
buying props from Walgreens and
Goodwill or putting up the crew in
friends’ homes, saving money in
even the littlest way doesn’t hurt. In
May, the project was also chosen for
the prestigious SDX900/Panasonic
Digital Filmmaker’s Grant, worth
$17,000.

But what’s also been gratifying is
receiving contributions from people
who genuinely like the movie’s sto-
ry, Yi said.

“There’s generous donations from
people, especially people with whom
this story really resonates, people
who came here to America and
worked really hard,” he said.

Yi and his cinema cohorts have
raised a considerable share of the
forecast $74,000, but unforeseen
costs — such as rising gasoline
prices — have pushed the project
about $15,000 over budget, he said.
So raising money is still a priority.

Because he received a digital film-
maker’s grant, Yi is shooting the
movie on video instead of on film.
It’s his first digital project, and he
was apprehensive about it at first.

“I’m a film guy,” he said, but
added that the digital aesthetic has
been very successful. “The inherent
coldness of the digital image, along
with our muted color schemes, was
something that would work perfect-
ly for this story. And it frees me up,
too, as a director conducting an en-
semble cast. There’s no reload wait
time or worries about multiple takes
costing more money.”

As a teenager, Yi never imagined
pursuing filmmaking, let alone sit-
ting in the director’s chair. He cred-
its his sophomore year transfer to
Paly for setting him on the path.

Yi said he found himself in a more
intense learning environment than
he’d experienced at Carlmont High
School in Belmont, with students
doggedly studying. Their passion
was inspiring, and he ended up de-
voting a lot of time to his video pro-
duction class, led by Ron
Williamson. By Yi’s senior year,
Williamson convinced him to apply
to film school.

Yi is still getting used to acting as
the spokesperson for “Shift.” His
film background is rooted in cine-
matography. So, leading the charge
in promotion for the movie through
fundraising and blogging still feels a
bit uncomfortable.

“It’s like people walking around
saying, ‘I’m awesome,’” he said. “If
you’re comfortable and think you’re
already good, then what’s the
point?” ■

For more information on “Shift,”
go to www.shiftcinema.com.
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On the set
(continued from previous page)

About the cover:
The scene marker for “Shift” lies
on a table surrounded by other
debris from a bustling day on the
film set. Photograph by Nicholas
Wright.

The film follows a Bay
Area-bred college boy
toiling at a summer
job in the mailroom
— and learning life
lessons from older
immigrant coworkers
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caltrain.com        1.800.660.4287      ®®

Caltrain now offers 96 trains, including 10 more Baby Bullet

express trains and 5 new Baby Bullet stops at

San Mateo, Redwood City, Menlo Park, Sunnyvale and Tamien.

Read, catch up on work or sleep like a baby as you speed

between San Francisco and San Jose in 57 minutes!

Come discover the reinvented Caltrain and see what all the

excitement is about. It’s all in the numbers. 

Call 1.800.660.4287 
for schedules.

R E I N V I G O R AT E  Y O U R  C O M M U T E  W I T H  T H E  N E W  C A L T R A I N

CALTRAIN
REINVENTED

Real Estate Matters
BUY THE LOAN BEFORE

THE HOME!
Ready to buy a home? More to the

point, ready to finance a home?
Begin by finding the right lender.

The biggie is the interest rate, and
whether variable or fixed. If variable,
determine when you can lock it in
and if it will cost you anything to do
so. If you have excellent credit, you
should get the lowest rate offered.

Establish what points you will pay,
and if there is any penalty for prepay-
ment. A "point" equals one percent of
the loan’s value, and when paid up
front, can reduce your overall interest
rate. Sometimes accepting a prepay-
ment penalty also allows you to nego-
tiate a lower rate. 

Get quotes for closing costs and
minimum down payment. The more
you can pay down the better, but
expect to pay 5 to 20 percent of the
purchase price. Closing costs include
appraisals, recording fees and more,
but the lender should provide a "good
faith estimate" of all out-of-pocket
expenses.

Ask how long it will take to process
your application, and what factors

might cause delay. A lender may say
two weeks, but 45 to 60 days is a
more realistic timeframe. Provide the
required documentation and let the
lender know of any changes during
the process.

Compare lenders before you start
comparing homes, and experience a
happier purchase!

Jackie Schoelerman is a Broker
Associate with Alain Pinel Realtors.
She has degrees in both Architecture
and Business Finance, with extensive
experience in Real Estate,
Architecture, and Construction. Call
Jackie for Real Estate advice.

 
Jackie  Schoelerman 

www.schoelerman.com 
650-543-1169 

Celebrating its
11th year!

Look for it 
in Wednesday's issue

1-888-723-7831
http://BloodCenter.Stanford.edu

Share a part
of your life –
Give blood

Stanford Medical School
Blood Center



A theater company has signed a
lease to bring a 40-seat the-
ater and performing arts class-

es to downtown Palo Alto.
The itinerant Dragon Productions

Theatre Company, which has staged
plays such as Sartre’s “No Exit” in
various Silicon Valley venues the
past four years, plans to settle down
at the ART21 Gallery’s building at
539 Alma St. The company will be
leasing 2,200 square feet of space.

“This has been my dream for a
very long time. I pretty much said
this was going to be the year,” said
Meredith Hagedorn, Dragon’s
founder and executive producer.

Although Hagedorn is still secur-
ing city permits for construction, she
hopes to begin building the black
box theater and space for rehearsals
and classes this month. Classes on
drawing, movement, and acting
would begin in mid-October.

Ideally, the curtain will go up for
Dragon’s first show in the space on
Feb. 23, Hagedorn said. She’s al-
ready picked the play: “The Heidi
Chronicles” by Wendy Wasserstein,
a tale of modern women making
their way through the fast-changing
recent decades.

The play is a favorite with Hage-
dorn: “That one has been on my list
for 15 years now,” she said. She also
chose it in keeping with Dragon’s
theme of staging plays that are rarely

produced — although she conceded
with a chuckle that Santa Clara Play-
ers just did it last month.

Dragon Productions — which also
includes marketing manager Shan-
non Stowe, development director
Mary Lou Torre and educational di-
rector Kay Kleinerman — has al-
ready mapped out its first full season
for 2006. The planned six plays in-
clude Israel Horovitz’s “North Shore
Fish,” from May 2 to May 21; Tina
Howe’s “The Art of Dining,” from
June 8 to July 2; and Bertolt Brecht’s
“The Caucasian Chalk Circle,” from

Palo Alto Weekly • Friday, September 2, 2005 • Page 13

Arts & Entertainment

(continued on next page)

Where paintings and other visual art now dwell at the ART21 Gallery in
Palo Alto, drama classes and plays will soon come to life, if all goes accord-
ing to Meredith Hagedorn’s plan.

N
icholas W

right

Actors find their lair
Dragon Productions plans to lease space at the ART21

Gallery for a 40-seat theater and classroom
by Rebecca Wallace

The name of Dragon Productions
came from the figurines Hagedorn
has collected for years.



Aug. 3 to Aug. 27.
Before that, Dragon is staging a

play at the Pear Avenue Theatre in
Mountain View: “Cloud 9” by Caryl
Churchill, from Oct. 13 to Oct. 30.

There’s already an array of theater
in the Bay Area ranging from large
professional to tiny community
houses, and Hagedorn says she holds
Dragon to the same high-quality
standards of TheatreWorks and Palo
Alto Players, which both stage
shows at the Lucie Stern Theatre on
Middlefield Road in Palo Alto.

That theater, though, is not a con-
venient stroll from the restaurants

and cafes of downtown, she said.
Hagedorn got hooked up with

ART21 through serendipity — and a
little schmoozing. At a Chamber of
Commerce networking breakfast
earlier this year, she spread the word
that her theater group needed a
home. Susan Kraft, gallery director
of ART21, happened to be there.

“She came up to me afterward and
said, ‘I have a space. We want you in
our space,’” Hagedorn said grateful-
ly.

Kraft said a theater company is a
perfect match with the gallery, which
already hosts jazz concerts and po-
etry readings. There’s also a coffee
shop.

“We wanted something cultural

that didn’t compete with either the
coffee shop or the art gallery. We’re
all thrilled,” Kraft said.

ART21 needed to lease out some
of its space because it’s going to
have fewer artists displayed than be-
fore, Kraft said. Originally, Kraft
was going to partner with 21 artists
who would pay for using space and
would be guaranteed a show there.
But Kraft ended up doing the mar-
keting for 21 artists, which was
draining, she said.

For Dragon’s grand plans to take
place, about $50,000 worth of con-
struction will need to be done, Hage-
dorn said. Work will include build-
ing a divider wall, making a bath-
room ADA-compliant, soundproof-
ing, and bringing in theater seats.

The Internet proved to be a boon
for Hagedorn, who found a host of
old seats being donated on craigslist.

“Someone in the East Bay was re-
modeling a movie theater,” she said.
“He said, ‘I’ve got 300.’ I said, ‘I
only need 40.’”

To further support the project,
Hagedorn and her crew are planning
a Sept. 24 fundraiser at 539 Alma.
Actors from the company’s core
group will perform scenes and
monologues from Dragon’s past,
current and future shows. ■
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Dragon
(continued from previous page)

Finding a permanent home for the Dragon Productions Theatre Company
has been a long-held goal for founder Meredith Hagedorn (left) and market-
ing manager Shannon Stowe.

What: Fundraising event for
Dragon Productions’ new the-
ater and class space in down-
town Palo Alto. Actors will per-
form scenes and monologues,
and there will be auctions and
refreshments.
Where: 539 Alma St. in Palo
Alto
When: Saturday, Sept., 24,
from 7:30 p.m. to 10 p.m.
Cost: There is a suggested do-
nation of $40 to attend.
Info: Call (650) 493-2006. For
more information about Dragon
Productions, go to www.the-
dragonproductions.net.

Stratford School is opening
a new preschool and elementary 

school in Palo Alto!
To learn more about Stratford or to schedule a tour,

please call (650) 493-1151 or email pa@stratfordschools.com.

www.stratfordschools.com

Lose 15-20 pounds in eight weeks

Take advantage of our 
FREE Consultation:
• Learn the most powerful secret to attaining

and maintaining your ideal weight
• See what you’re doing now that defeats your

efforts
• Gain valuable insight that will restore confi-

dence in your ability to shed fat
• Understand how our one-on-one approach

makes all the difference!
• Nutritionist Supervised

• All Natural

• Healthy Treats

• No Required Food

Purchases

• Guaranteed

Maintenance Program

Personal Weight Loss Consulting & Lite Food Market

Call or come by today!

PALO ALTO — 437 Kipling St.

(650) 323-5483

LOS ALTOS — 388 Second St.

(650) 941-5433
www.liteforlife.com

Tris Harms, San Carlos, Lost 25 lbs.

50*$
SAVE

On any Program
*8 week minimum
Expires 9/25/05

CORRECTION
The J.J.&.F. Market ad which appeared in the
Wednesday, August 31 issue of the Palo Alto
Weekly published with errors. The ad should
have read:

USDA Choice Market Steaks..........$12.99 lb
Organic Beets...............................99¢/bunch

We regret any inconvenience to J.J.&.F. and 
its customers.
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Art fair
Kings Mountain Art Fair

For a selling point, the folks at the Kings Mountain
Art Fair say they’ve got no sound stages or wine tast-
ing at their fair: your only background is the breeze,
chatter and sounds of Celtic harps.

Not to worry: there’s still plenty of art. Folks heading
up to this fair in the Woodside area find jewelry, paint-
ings, sculpture, toys and other artifacts. The event runs
from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. on Saturday, Sunday and Mon-
day this Labor Day weekend at the Kings Mountain
Community Center at 13889 Skyline Boulevard.

For more information, call 851-2710 or go to
www.kingsmountainartfair.org.

Art and music
First Friday Art Walk

As part of Palo Alto’s monthly First Friday Art Walk,
there will be many musical, artistic and culinary offer-
ings downtown this evening.

Between 6 and 9 p.m., the events will include a
hula hoop stunt show at Ramona Plaza, children’s
mural painting at the University Art store’s annex
shop at the corner of Ramona Street and Hamilton
Avenue, and a variety of outdoor food vendors.

Performing musicians will include Tiffany Joy, a
singer and songwriter of Latin/jazz/folk music, who
will be at Lytton Plaza. The Palo Alto Chamber Or-
chestra will play outside the Medallion Rug Gallery at
323 University Ave., and the Jeff Rosner Trio will play
jazz piano at Borders Books at 456 University Ave.

For more information about the Art Walk, go to
www.pacificartleague.org/artwalk/home.html.

Theater
‘Aida’

Bus Barn Stage Company is inaugurating its 10th
anniversary season with an Egyptian love triangle.

“Aida,” a musical by Elton John and Tim Rice,
weaves the tale of a forbidden love between a slave
and a soldier — and the Egyptian princess who is be-
trothed to the soldier.

The show kicks off with a preview performance at 8
p.m. on Thursday, Sept. 8. The next night’s the for-
mal opening and the show runs through Oct. 1.

The curtain goes up at the Bus Barn Theatre at 97
Hillview Ave. in Los Altos. For ticket information, call
(650) 941-0551 or go to busbarn.org.

Film
Youth Video Week

Give a kid a video camera and what happens?
Some lucky youngsters get their creations shown on
television.

On cable access channel 28, the local channel serv-
ing Palo Alto, East Palo Alto, Menlo Park and Atherton,
a world of films — documentaries, comedies, video
shorts, talk shows and reality show take-offs — by lo-
cal kids will be shown Sept. 4 through Sept. 10. Sev-
eral of the filmmakers are students at Menlo-Atherton
High School or East Palo Alto residents.

The Midpeninsula Community Media Center is also
screening several of the films at its studio at 900 San
Antonio Road in Palo Alto on Sept. 9 from 4 to 7
p.m. For more information, call (650) 494-8686 or go
to www.communitymediacenter.net.

Music
Gospel music workshop

Singers, musicians, directors and all other music
lovers are invited to a gospel music workshop being
held Sept. 9 and 10 by gospel recording artist James
Hall.

The workshop takes place at Mt. Olive A.O.H.
Church of God at 605 Hamilton Ave. in Menlo Park at 7
p.m. on both nights. A 5 p.m. concert by Hall will pre-
cede the Sept. 10 class.

Workshop registration is $50 for adults and $35 for
students ages 13 to 21, and the concert is $30 in ad-
vance or $35 at the door. For more information, call
(650) 853-0357 or email singrie1@aol.com.

YOUNG OPERA LOVERS. . .
The south Peninsula chapter of the San Francis-

co Opera Guild, which holds preview lectures be-
fore each opera, starts its 2005-06 season with a
Sept. 6 talk by Stanford University associate pro-
fessor Heather Hadlock on Rossini’s “L’Italiana in
Algeri.”

The chapter has also announced a new young-
adult membership category: those up to the age
of 22 can attend the lectures for free and go to a
free dress rehearsal at the opera. Youth member-
ships cost $10.

Preview lectures are at 7:30 p.m. on Tuesday
evenings at Little House, 800 Middle Ave. in Men-
lo Park. They cost $8 for guild members and $10
for non-members. Future lectures will include a
Sept. 13 talk on “Rodelinda” by Bruce Lamott, a
Sept. 27 talk on “Doctor Atomic” by Sarah Cahill,
and an Oct. 18 talk on “Norma” by Alexandra Am-
ati-Camperi.

For more information, go to sfopera.com and
click on “Opera Guild” under “Our Affiliates.”

A & E digest
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Jennifer Oku plays Aida and Robert Brewer is Radames,
an Egyptian soldier and her captor, in “Aida.”

This jazz-themed mosaic
table by Leo Peck was on
display at last year’s
Kings Mountain Art Fair.
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Paradise (650) 968-5949
1350 Grant Rd. #15B, Mt. View

Now serving Halal meat, charcoal grilled
kabobs and daily vegetarian specials

Armadillo Willy’s 941-2922
1031 N. San Antonio Rd., Los Altos

Range: $5.00-13.00

The Duck Club 322-1234
100 El Camino Real in the Stanford Park

Hotel, Menlo Park. American Regional cuisine

Hobee’s 856-6124
4224 El Camino Real, Palo Alto
Also at Town & Country Village, 

Palo Alto 327-4111

Rangoon 325-8146
565 Bryant Street, Palo Alto

Wonderfully exotic & inexpensive
11:30-2 Mon-Sat,
5-9:30 Mon-Thurs

5-10 Fri & Sat

Crepes Cafe 473-0506
1195 Merril St., Menlo Park

Corner Oak Grove Ave.
Mon-Sat 8am-9pm 
Sunday 8am-4pm

www.crepescafe.com

Chef Chu’s (650) 948-2696
1067 N. San Antonio Road

on the corner of El Camino, Los Altos
2002 Zagat: “Gold Standard in 

Fresh Chinese Cuisine.”

Jing Jing 328-6885
443 Emerson St., Palo Alto

Spicy Szechwan, Hunan, Food To Go, Delivery
www.jingjingonline.com

Hunan Garden 565-8868
3345 El Camino Real, Palo Alto

Incredible Seafood, Vegetables • 7 days

Ming’s 856-7700
1700 Embarcadero East, Palo Alto

www.mings.com

New Tung Kee Noodle House 
520 Showers Dr., MV in San Antonio Ctr.
Voted MV Voice Best ‘01, ‘02, ‘03 & ‘04

Prices start at $3.75 See Coupon
947-8888

Peking Duck 856-3338
2310 El Camino Real, Palo Alto

We also deliver.

Su Hong—Menlo Park
Dining Phone: 323–6852

To Go: 322–4631
Winner, Palo Alto Weekly “Best Of”

8 years in a row!

Windy’s (Chinese) 325-3188
168 University Ave., Palo Alto

Award-winning food. Catering/To Go

Chez TJ 964-7466
938 Villa St., Mountain View

Tues-Sat Dinners only 5:30-9:00pm
“Outrageously good” New French-American

fare —Zagat 2003

Cafe Bombay 948-9463
4546 El Camino, Los Altos 

at San Antonio
Lunch, Dinner, Buffets every day

Darbar Indian Cuisine 321-6688
129 Lytton, Downtown Palo Alto 
Lunch Buffet M-F; Open 7 days

Janta Indian Restaurant 462-5903
369 Lytton Ave., Downtown Palo Alto 
Lunch Buffet  M-F; Organic Veggies

Café Pro Bono 326-1626
2437 Birch St., Palo Alto

Serving a wide variety of traditional dishes with
a freshness you can see and taste.

Oregano’s 941-3600
4546 El Camino, Los Altos

Gourmet  Pasta,  Pizza. Banquet Rooms

Spalti Ristorante  327-9390
417 California Ave, Palo Alto

Exquisite Food • Outdoor Dining

Fuki Sushi 494-9383
4119 El Camino Real, Palo Alto

Open 7 days a Week

Fiesta Del Mar 965-9354
1006 N. Shoreline Blvd., Mountain View

Mexican Cuisine & Cantina

Fiesta Del Mar Too 967-3525
735 Villa Street, Mountain View Open Week-

nites to 11pm, Weekends to 12pm

Palo Alto Sol 328-8840
408 California Ave, Palo Alto

Huge menu • Homestyle Recipes 

Fandango Pizza 494-2928
3407 Alma, Palo Alto
Live Bluegrass Music 

www.fandangopizza.com

Pizza My Heart 327-9400
220 University Ave., Palo Alto

Range: $1.50-16.50

Pizza Chicago 424-9400
4115 El Camino Real, Palo Alto
This IS the best pizza in town

Ramona’s Pizza 322-2181
2313 Birch St., Palo Alto

Free Delivery • N.Y. Hand-Spun Pizza

Cook’s Seafood 325-0604
751 El Camino Real, Menlo Park

Seafood Dinners from 
$5.95 to $9.95

Garden Fresh Asian Cuisine 961-7795
1245 W. El Camino, Mountain View

Open Daily • Lunch • Dinner • To Go

Krung Siam 322-5900
423 University Ave., Palo Alto
King of Krung Siam 960-7077

194 Castro St., Mtn. View

Thaiphoon 323-7700
543 Emerson Ave., Palo Alto

Great taste  of Thai & Asian cuisine
Outside patio seating

www.thaiphoonrestaurant.com

THAI

VEGETARIAN

SEAFOOD

PIZZA

MEXICAN

JAPANESE & SUSHI

ITALIAN

INDIAN

FRENCH

CHINESE (continued)

CHINESE

CAFES

BURMESE/CHINESE

AMERICAN

AFGHAN & PERSIAN CUISINE

of the weekof the week

Search a
complete listing

of local
restaurant
reviews by

location or type
of food on

PaloAltoOnline.com

Palo Alto
o n l i n e

Ming’s Celebrates
Mid-August 

Moon Festival
(650) 856 -7700

Free Demonstration

“The Art of Moon Cake”
See how Moon Cakes
are made. Fun for the

whole family

Saturday, Sept 3
12:30-1:30

www.mings.com



Palo Alto Weekly • Friday, September 2, 2005 • Page 17

NOW SERVING
Following are condensed versions, in alpha-
betical order, of longer restaurant reviews pub-
lished in the Weekly over the past several
years. This week’s reviews begin where the list
ended one week ago.
Price Guide: (Beverages not included in av-
erage meal prices) $ - Average meal per
person less than $10 $$ - Average meal
$10-$15 $$$ - $15-$20 $$$$ - Above $20 

Olives Cafe, 450 Serra Mall, Stanford
(650) 724-3160 This Mediterranean eatery

on Stanford University’s campus serves
grab-’n-go salads, gourmet sandwiches,
snacks and desserts; along with a cafeteria-
style “hot” line offering pizzettas, soups, and
grilled combo plates. Mon.-Fri. 8 a.m. to
2:30 p.m. Closed during the summer. $ (Re-
viewed November 8, 2002)
Oregano’s Wood-Fired Pizza, 4546 El
Camino Real, Los Altos (650) 941-3600
Sure, the pizzas are abundant, but don’t let
a full menu page of them distract you.  You
will also find some gems of pasta dishes
and at least a couple of mouth-watering sal-

ads. Pleasant decor, friendly and consistent
service. Mini personal pizzas only. Mon.-Sat.
11 a.m.-10 p.m.; Sun. 4-9:30 p.m. $$ (Re-
viewed September 5, 1997)
Original Pancake House, 420 South San
Antonio Road, Los Altos (650) 559-9197
Get breakfast all day — at least until mid-af-
ternoon. Pancakes and omelettes are the
highlights here; fresh fruit waffles excel too.
Family-friendly and crowded on weekend
mornings. Mon.-Fri. 6:30 a.m.-2 p.m.; Sat.-
Sun. 7 a.m.-3 p.m. $ (Reviewed January 5,
2000)

Osteria, 247 Hamilton Ave., Palo Alto
(650) 328-5700 Osteria’s reputation was
built on house-made pasta, but the restau-
rant offers well-prepared chicken, veal and
fish, as well as daily specials. The pap-
pardelle Osteria, spinach raviolini and gnoc-
chi are noteworthy. Desserts are delicious.
Décor is simple, service is efficient and
prices are fair. It can be crowded and noisy.
Reservations are a must. Lunch Mon.-Fri.
11:30 a.m.-2 p.m. Dinner Mon.-Sat. 5-10
p.m. $$$ (Reviewed April 23, 2004)
Pacific Athletic Club, 200 Redwood

Shores Parkway, Redwood Shores (650)
593-4343 Pacific Athletic Club is the only
gym we’re aware of where you can have
your car valet parked and then eat a deca-
dent lunch while you watch other people
work out. Off hours, the dining room is avail-
able for corporate galas and social events.
Lunch only Mon.-Fri. 11:30-2 p.m. Available
afternoons/evenings/weekends for corpo-
rate galas and social events. $$-$$$ (Re-
viewed July 5, 2002)

Eating Out

T here’s a question mark in Pas-
ta?’s name for a reason.

Although the recently reno-
vated Italian trattoria is constantly
packed and inexpensive, the food
and service are inconsistent and the
ambiance can be good or bad de-
pending on where you sit. 

Pasta? is a family-run business
that opened its first location on Uni-
versity Avenue eight years ago. It’s

one of several spots where you can
eat on the avenue and people-watch.
In warm weather, the front windows
open like French doors onto the
sidewalk, extending the dining area
onto the avenue.

In October 2004 the restaurant
underwent a renovation, adding a
bar. Since reopening in December,
the location is almost always packed
with families, business people and a

large contingent of tourists. 
There are reasons to visit here.

It’s quick, easy, cheap and family-
friendly, and the pasta is fresh. But
it’s also noisy, spotty on food and
service, and can be uncomfortable.

The restaurant’s full bar features
a bigger-than-enormous television
and an expanded drink and wine
list. The dining area is long and
skinny, flanked on one side by a
tiled bench and tables and on the
other by mirrors and more tables.
The décor is modern Italian —
brightly painted red walls, dark
wood and simple design. The tiled
bench is as uncomfortable as it
sounds.

The restaurant’s rectangular shape
also makes it noisy. At lunch one af-
ternoon, I could barely hear my din-
ing partner over the clatter of dish-
es and chatter. Outside there are
four small, if not tiny, metallic ta-
bles and chairs. The outdoor tables
offer a great view, but are wobbly. 
That said, this is a great place to
bring kids. They have a kids’ menu
and activities for kids, and it’s noisy
enough so that no one will mind
when your adorable tot uses a spoon
and fork as drumsticks.

The pastas at Pasta? are unques-
tionably fresh. In every pasta dish,
no matter the sauce, the noodles are
firm to the bite. Pasta? makes its
own gnocchi, ravioli and fettuccine.

The best pasta dish I tried was the
fettuccine ($7.95), thick-cut fettuc-
cine noodles tossed with a creamy
sauce. The noodles were perfectly
cooked and the sauce was buttery
and rich with a hint of nutmeg. An-
other good option is the ravioli del-
la casa ($8.95), house-made raviolis
filled with ricotta cheese and
spinach. The raviolis were al dente
and a nice shell to the mild ricotta
cheese and spinach filling.

Most of the pasta dishes come
with a choice of sauces: tomato,
pink (tomato sauce mixed with
cream), or cream sauce. All the
sauces are made fresh each morn-
ing. The tomato sauce is simply
tomatoes, garlic and basil.

The pink sauce, which I chose for
my ravioli, had the bite of onion and
garlic tempered by the richness of

the cream sauce. The tomato sauce,
on the other hand, was so acrid that
it tasted like a tin can. The spaghet-
ti and meatballs ($10.95), a special,
was particularly acidic. The meat-
balls were gamy tasting, but the
noodles were perfectly cooked.
The rigatoni bolognese ($8.75),
tube pasta in a tomato meat sauce,
was mediocre. The meat was salty
and lent a rich flavor to the sauce,
but the sauce was a touch bitter and
unremarkable.

Pasta? offers a host of salads and
appetizers, as well as a basket of
ciabatta bread that is constantly re-
plenished on your table. The in-
salata alla cesare ($4.25, small;
$5.75, large) is a traditional caesar
salad with croutons and parmesan
cheese. It came dripping in a
creamy caesar dressing with a slight
anchovy aftertaste. It was good, but
nothing special.

The insalata caprese ($6.95) —
sliced tomatoes, fresh mozzarella
cheese, basil and olive oil with
mixed greens — was a bit of a dis-
appointment. A caprese salad is en-
tirely dependent on the quality of
the tomatoes. In this case they were
mushy and flavorless. The cheese
was soft and creamy, and the basil
and olive oil were pureed together
and used as a dressing drizzled atop
the tomatoes and cheese. Sharp and
peppery, the dish could have really
come together had the tomatoes
been good.

The prataioli al balsamico
($6.25), portobello mushrooms
sautéed with balsamic vinegar and
served over toasted bread, was
good. The mushrooms were earthy
and had a strong flavor of fresh gar-
lic and vinegar against the toasted,
buttery bread.

Perhaps the most disappointing
entrees, but not surprisingly so since
they don’t center on pasta, were the
pollo sandwich ($7.50) and the bis-
tecca alla griglia ($12.75). The pol-
lo sandwich, a thin strip of chicken
with two paper-like slices of zuc-
chini, sliced tomato and mayon-
naise between thick ciabatta bread,
had great ingredients but was over-
whelmed by the bread, making it
dry and flavorless. A better alterna-

tive to mayonnaise, such as pesto,
would have made a difference. 
The bistecca, flat iron steak with
mushroom sauce, was the biggest
letdown. The steak was dry and
overcooked, the roasted potatoes
were parched and the spinach was
tasteless.

For dessert, we tried the tiramisu
($4.75), ladyfinger cookies soaked
in espresso and layered with
whipped cream and Kahlua liquor.
The whipped cream didn’t have
much flavor and the ladyfingers
were a bit over-saturated in espres-
so. It was topped with a chocolate
sauce that tasted like Nestle syrup.

The service at Pasta? is a bit
rushed. The first time our waitress
hurried to our table before we’d
even opened our menus. When we
told her we’d just been seated, she
disappeared for half an hour. She
dropped my dining companion’s
knife on the floor and never re-
placed it.

On my other visits, the service
was better. When we were seated
outside at a wobbly table, our wait-
ress got down on her hands and
knees to shimmy a sugar packet un-
derneath the table leg.

Pasta? is nothing special, but it
does have its place in the dining
world. It is consistently packed and
recently opened restaurants in Fre-
mont and Mountain View, with
plans to open in Sacramento. It’s a
good spot to people-watch or grab a
quick, inexpensive bite to eat. Just
don’t expect much. ■

RESTAURANT REVIEW

Rina O
ta

The outdoor tables at Pasta? offer a great view of the University Avenue
sidewalk scene.

Uneven experience
The pasta’s fresh and cheap at Pasta?, 

but menu is inconsistent
by Jennifer Aquino

Pasta?, 326 University Ave.,
Palo Alto; (650) 328-4585 
Hours: 11 a.m. to midnight
Friday and Saturday, 11:30
a.m. to 11 p.m. Thursday,
11:30 a.m. to 10 p.m. Sunday
through Wednesday

Reservations

Credit cards

Lot Parking

Alcohol

Takeout

Highchairs

Wheelchair
access

Banquet

Catering

Outdoor
seating

Noise level:
Loud

Bathroom
Cleanliness:
Average

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

ON THE WEB: Hundreds of restaurant reviews at www.PaloAltoOnline.com

(continued on next page)
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Palo Alto Creamery Downtown, 566 Emer-
son St., Palo Alto (650) 323-3131
Omelets, pancakes, sandwiches, burgers,
meatloaf, chicken pot pie, famous milk-
shakes, beer and wine. “Happy Days” at-
mosphere with roomy booths. Mon.-Thu. 7
a.m.-11 p.m.; Fri. 7 a.m.-midnight; Sat. 8
a.m.-midnight; Sun. 8 a.m.-11 p.m. $$ (Re-
viewed October 12, 2001)
Palo Alto Sol, 408 California Ave., Palo
Alto (650) 328-8840 A colorful restaurant
specializing in the authentic flavors of
Puebla. Though you can order familiar food,
such as burritos, it’s more fun to venture fur-
ther into the heart of Mexico with Palo Alto
Sol’s exotic dishes. Be sure to order the
mole sauce, which originated in Publa.
Mon.-Fri. 11 a.m. to 2 p.m.; Sun.-Thurs. 5-9
p.m.; Fri.-Sat. 5-9:30 p.m. $$ (Reviewed
May 27, 2005)
Parkside Grille, 884 Portola Road, Portola
Valley (650) 529-9007 This cafe in the red-
woods is a great place to go when you’re in
the mood for something simple, elegant and
without the fuss. The menu defies easy clas-
sification, but includes fresh seasonal pro-
duce and exceptional seafood. Tue.-Fri.
11:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m.; Sun.-Thu. 5:30-9
p.m.; Fri.-Sat. 5:30-10 p.m. $$-$$$ (Re-
viewed August 2, 1996)
Passage to India, 1991 W. El Camino
Real, Mountain View (650) 969-9990
While the original southern Indian menu is in
full force, you’ll also find some northern spe-
cialties as well as desi Chinese, an Indian
twist on Chinese cuisine.  New low-fat vege-
tarian lunch and dinner buffet. Huge por-
tions, good service. Mon.-Thu. 11:30 a.m.-
2:30 p.m., 5-10 p.m. Fri.-Sat. 11:30 a.m.-
10:30 p.m., Sun. 11:30 a.m.-10 p.m. $$
(Reviewed September 27, 2001)
Peking Duck, 2310 El Camino Real, Palo
Alto (650) 856-3338 For this tiny and quiet
Chinese restaurant, their namesake is their
specialty. Duck, vegetarian and seafood
specialties with a touch of California cuisine
thrown in. Reservations accepted.  Daily
11:30 a.m.-9:30 p.m. $$ (Reviewed May 20,
2003)
PF Changs China Bistro, 900 Stanford
Shopping Center, Palo Alto (650) 330-
1782 Nationwide chain restaurant with tasty
Chinese-American dishes, some with fusion
flair. Dramatic Asian ambience, replete with
reds, blacks and rich woods as well as arti-
fact-like sculptures and hand-painted mu-
rals. Sun.-Thu. 11 a.m.-11 p.m. ; Fri.-Sat.
11 a.m.-midnight. $$-$$$ (Reviewed July
12, 2002)
Pho USA, 883 Hamilton Ave., Menlo Park
(650) 323-7759 This popular noodle house
serves up big hot bowls of traditional Viet-
namese beef broth with noodles — called
pho — lickety-split. Stir-fried noodle dishes,
rice plates and bun — vermicelli with meat
and vegetable toppings — round out the
menu.  Mon.-Sat. 10 a.m.-8:30 p.m. $ (Re-
viewed March 30, 2001)
Pizz’a Chicago, 4115 El Camino Real,
Palo Alto (650) 424-9400 Deep-dish piz-
zas named after monuments and famous
people from Chicago. Great salads and
friendly service. Good family atmosphere.
Sun.-Thu. 11 a.m.-10 p.m.; Fri.-Sat. 11
a.m.-11 p.m. $$ (Reviewed July 14, 1995)
Pizza My Heart, 220 University Ave., Palo
Alto (650) 327-9400 This large and attrac-
tive space is just one of seven restaurants
run by pizza magnate Chuck Hammers.  A
surfing theme, complete with posters and
music, pervades the restaurant, honoring its
Capitola Beach beginnings.  Mon.-Thu. 11
a.m.-midnight; Fri.-Sun. 11 a.m.-1:30 a.m.
(Fri.-Sat. closes at 2:30 a.m. during the
summer.) $$ (Reviewed March 15, 2002)
Playa Bar & Grill, 244 Stanford Shopping
Center, Palo Alto (650) 323-8226 The
new improved Una Mas is clear, bright and
bustling, offering healthy Mexican dishes, in-
cluding fish tacos. Counter service, outdoor
seating.  Cash only. Mon.-Sat. 10 a.m.-10
p.m.; Sun. 10 a.m.-9 p.m. $ (Reviewed April
28, 2000)
Pluto’s, 482 University Ave., Palo Alto
(650) 853-1556 Pluto’s provides “fresh
food for a hungry universe” — cafeteria-style
food, wholesome veggie dishes and carved
meats. The servings are generous. Space-
age decor.  Sun.-Thu. 11 a.m.-10 p.m.; Fri.-
Sat. 11 a.m.-11 p.m. $ (Reviewed May 2,
1997)
Rangoon, 565 Bryant St., Palo Alto (650)
325-8146 After more than 12 years, Chef
Mike Wong is still serving his expertly pre-
pared Burmese dishes at this charmingly in-
formal downtown restaurant. The food is an
enticing combination of Chinese, Thai and

(continued from previous page)

“Now 

you’re talkin’

Italian”

939 W. El Camino Real, Mountain View
Between Shoreline and Castro

Mon. - Thur.: 11am - Midnight  ◆ Friday: 11am - 1:00am
Saturday: 11:30am - 1:00am  ◆ Sunday: 11:30 - 11:00

ITALIAN FOOD 
& PIZZERIA

1st Pizzeria 
on

El Camino Real
Established 1947

Family Owned & Operated

www.fjlmountainview.com 15% Discount with SUID15% Discount with SUID

Frankie, Johnnie
& Luigi Too!

Frankie, Johnnie
& Luigi Too!

Voted Stanford University’s 
GOLD MEDAL WINNER

“BEST PIZZA”

ALL FOOD AVAILABLE TO GO!
Open Late 7 Days a Week

(650)967-5384
15 

MINUTES
FROM

CAMPUS!

™

™

RISTORANTE 
DON GIOVANNI

Enjoy Your Special Event in an Elegant
and Sophisticated Surrounding

Banquet Room, Receptions, Corporate Functions
Seating up to 240

www.dongiovannis.com
A Perfect Place For:

Business Meetings • Luncheon & Dinner Parties

Rehearsal Dinners • Special Occasions • No Room Charge

Mon-Fri 5-10pm • Sat-Sun 11am-11pm • Lunch Served Daily
235 Castro Street • Mountain View • 650-961-9749

Have You Booked Your Holiday Party?

20% off
up to 6 guests with this ad

www.lepotaufeurestaurant.com
Dinner 5-9:30 • Tues-Sun

1149 El Camino- Menlo Park - 650.322.4343

Le Pot au Feu
RESTAURANT FRANCAIS

Reservations Always Accepted
Award Winning German-Style Lagers

Premium Liquors 7 Beverages
Fresh Squeezed Juices

New Specialty Drink Menu
Daily Food Specials • Children’s menu

Sunday - Wednesday 11:30 AM to 11:00 PM
Thursday - Saturday 11:30 AM to 12:00 AM

640 Emerson Street, Palo Alto, CA
(650) 323-7723

DELIVERY* or Take-Out

Japanese Food to Go!

$625

• Special Combo Obento
• Sushi • Combo Sushi
• Vegetarian sushi

  Lunch & Dinner Available

M I Y A K E

*min, Order $20

CALL NOW! 650 323-9449

140 University Ave, Palo Alto  •  www.miyake-usa.com
We accept Visa & Mastercard

Specialize in hot and spicy dishes 

(mild also available)

Banquet and catering are available 

Call for special banquet and catering menu
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Indian flavors. Modern, softly lighted atmos-
phere. Lunch Mon.-Sat: 11:30 a.m. to 2
p.m.; Dinner Mon.-Thurs. 5 to 9:30 p.m.,
Fri.-Sat. 5 to 10 p.m. Closed Sunday. $$
(Reviewed November 26, 2004)
Ridgeside Cafe, 3140 Alpine Road, Suite
370, Ladera Country Shopper, Portola Val-
ley (650) 854-4166 Neighborhood restau-
rant that offers Mexican-American-Italian
comfort food with lots of variety, especially in
fish dishes and salads.  Mon.-Fri. breakfast
7-10 a.m.; lunch 11 a.m.-2:30 p.m.; dinner
5-9 p.m.; Sat.-Sun. breakfast/brunch 8
a.m.-2:30 p.m.; dinner 5-9 p.m. $$ (Re-
viewed May 19, 2000)
Ristorante Don Giovanni , 235 Castro St.,
Mountain View (650) 961-9749 A reliable
bet for a good dinner and a relaxing evening
out. The menu is sprawling and the three or
four daily specials are frequently imaginative,
with a pasta of the day, a risotto, one or two
fish dishes and sometimes veal on a
mesquite wood-burning grill. Lunch Mon-
day-Friday 11 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.; Saturday-
Sunday 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.; Dinner Monday-
Thursday 5 to 10 p.m.; Friday-Sunday 5 to
11 p.m. $$$ (Reviewed July 1, 2005)
Robaii, 496 Hamilton Ave., Palo Alto
(650) 325-1994 Lamb, chicken and falafels
highlight this small but authentic menu.
Mon.-Fri. 11 a.m.-6 p.m., Sat. noon-5 p.m.
$ (Reviewed December 18, 1998)
Rojoz Gourmet Wraps, 60 Town & Country
Village, Palo Alto (650) 324-9727 Wide
assortment of wraps, including Thai, Tex-
Mex, Italian, Hawaiian and seafood. Conve-
nient locations, lots of parking. Mon.-Sat. 11
a.m.-9 p.m.; Sun. 11 a.m.-8 p.m. $ (Re-
viewed January 10, 1996)
S Bakery and Tea House, 2537 Middlefield
Road, Redwood City (650) 995-0800 The
full menu of pearl tea drinks is augmented
with light lunches such as Chinese chicken
salad and sourdough chowder, plus an array
of European-style pastries and breads.
Mon.-Sat. 7 a.m.-7 p.m. $ (Reviewed Au-
gust 23, 2002)
Satkar, 233 State St., Los Altos (650)
947-8729 In addition to a full menu, Satkar
offers an all-you-can-eat buffet, which in-
cludes many of its signature dishes, such as
chicken tikka, chicken masala, bengan ba-
harta (baked eggplant in curry sauce) and
tandoori lamb.  Mon.-Sat. 11:30 a.m.-2:30
p.m. and 5-10 p.m.; Sun. 5-9:30 p.m. $$-
$$$ (Reviewed January 8, 1999)
Scott’s Seafood Grill and Bar, #1 Town
and Country Village, Palo Alto (650) 323-
1555 Excellent fresh fish entrees and
seafood appetizers. Salmon, halibut, tuna,
sea bass and Petrale sole excel. Portions
are generous, but prices are on the high
side. Wine list is first-rate, albeit pricy.  Dé-
cor is nondescript but benign. Service can
feel rushed.  Breakfast Mon.-Fri. 7 a.m.-11
a.m.; Lunch Mon.-Fri. 11 a.m.-2 p.m.; Din-
ner Sun. and Monday 5-9 p.m.; Tue.-Sat.
5-9:30 p.m.; Brunch Sat.-Sun. 9 a.m.-5
p.m. $$$ (Reviewed May 21, 2004)
Second Cup Cafe, 987 San Antonio Road,
Los Altos (650) 948-1670 There’s nothing
fancy or trendy here — basic breakfasts
(omelets, pancakes, french toast, bacon
and sausage, pastries) and lunches (soups,
sandwiches, salads) are served. But owner
Max Zariv, who has operated the small
storefront for over 10 years, offers friendly
service on a consistent basis. Breakfast
and lunch only Mon.-Fri. 6 a.m.-3 p.m.;
Sat. 7 a.m.-3 p.m. $ (Reviewed May 16,
2002)
Senor Taco, 3636 El Camino Real, Palo
Alto (650) 493-8757 Large menu of burri-
tos, tacos, tostadas and daily specials. No-
frills atmosphere. Self-service. Mon.-Fri. 10
a.m.-9 p.m.; Sat.-Sun. 11 a.m.-9 p.m. $
(Reviewed October 13, 1995)
Shiok! Singapore Kitchen, 1137 Chest-
nut St., Menlo Park (650) 838-9448 A
melding of unusual flavors plus a dash of
fun.  Many dishes are served on large ba-
nana leaf-shaped platters, while large cov-
ered pots contain noodle dishes.  Lunch
Tue.-Fri. 11:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m. Dinner Tue.-
Fri. 5:30-9 p.m., Sat.-Sun. 5-9 p.m. $$
(Reviewed August 2, 2000)
Siam Garden, 1143 Crane St., Menlo
Park (650) 853-1143 Sumptous lemon-
grass soups, Thai curry, Thai noodles. The
shrimp salad is to die for. Although there
are good lunch specials, pass on them and
order off the full menu. A good place for
groups to share many dishes. Spiciness is
mild to barely medium, so even the most
timid palate can feel comfortable here.
Mon.-Fri. Lunch 11:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m. Din-
ner 5-10 p.m.; Sat. 5-10 p.m.; Sun. 5-9
p.m. $$ (Reviewed June 6, 2002)

Siam Royal, 338 University Ave., Palo
Alto (650) 329-8129 Siam Royal offers an
alternative perspective on Thai cuisine —
milder than expected, but smooth, rich and
definitely sweet. Specialities include lime
prawn soup, green curry, fried tofu. No-frills
atmosphere. Mon.-Sat. 11:30 a.m.-3 p.m.;
Sun.-Thu. 5-9:30 p.m.; Fri.-Sat. 5-10 p.m.
$$ (Reviewed November 12, 1993)
Silan Cucina Mama, 376 First St., Los Al-
tos (650) 917-0300 Silan’s earnest,
wholesome food aims to please butfalls
just short of spectacular. Some menu high-
lights include wood-fired pizzas and gener-
ous salads. The restaurant’s theatrical Tus-
can setting make it a great destination for
groups or private parties.  Monday through
Saturday 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. for lunch; 4:30
to 9 p.m. for dinner (Friday and Saturday
until 10 p.m.). Sundays for dinner only, 4 to
9 p.m. (Hours are expected to change in
the future, when the restaurant plans to of-
fer a seafood brunch on weekends. $$
(Reviewed October 8, 2004)
Skip’s Place, 299 First St., Los Altos
(650) 949-1170 Known mostly for its piz-
za, Skip’s Place needs to be recognized for
its stellar 1/3 pound cheeseburger as well.
Come for lunch, when owner Joe You can
be seen throwing pizza dough up in the air
in the kitchen amid a pleasant hustle and
bustle of customers. Mon.-Sat. 11:30 a.m.-
9 p.m.; Sun. pizza only 5-9 p.m. $ (Re-
viewed January 18, 2002)
Some Kind of Place, 85 Town & Country
Village, Palo Alto (650) 321-4730 The lo-
cation at Town & Country Village is small,
but the menu spans the globe.  Gives hun-
gry lunch-goers a great way to eat in a hur-
ry and three items will only cost you $4.60.
Mon.-Sat. 11 a.m.-7 p.m. $ (Reviewed Au-
gust 4, 1995)
Spago, 265 Lytton Ave., Palo Alto (650)
833-1000 The true draw at this upscale
Californian restaurant is the decadent at-
mosphere and the ostentatious aura that
magically makes anyone passing through
the doors feel important. Still a place to see
and be seen, Spago Palo Alto is one of five
Wolfgang Puck-owned Spagos nationwide.
Lunch Mon.-Fri. 11:30 a.m.-2 p.m.; Dinner
Mon.-Fri. 5:30-9 p.m., Sat. 5:30-10 p.m.
$$$ (Reviewed October 18, 2002)
Spalti Ristorante, 417 California Ave.,
Palo Alto (650) 327-9390 This fine
restaurant offers an extensive dinner menu
featuring a broad cross section of classic
and unusual dishes. Above-average food,
fair pricing, personable service and an ex-
cellent wine cellar. Mon.-Sat. 11 a.m.-2:30
p.m., 5-10 p.m.; Sun. 4:30-9 p.m. $$ (Re-
viewed December 19, 2003)
Spot - A Pizza Place, Town and Country
Village, No. 107, Palo Alto (650) 324-
3131 Pizza Sorento, pizza California and
pizza Parisiene all on excellent sourdough
crust.  Also serves pasta, homemade soup
and salads. No reservations. Local free de-
livery available; offers many discount
coupons. Daily 10 a.m.-9 p.m. $ (Reviewed
July 12, 2001)
St. Michael’s Alley, 806 Emerson St.,
Palo Alto (650) 326-2530 Saint Michael’s
Alley offers an appealing combination of
Mediterranean and Asian-inspired fare. In-
triguing starters include roasted red beet
tart, five-spice butternut squash wontons
and goat cheese souffle. Generously por-
tioned entrees include stuffed chicken
breast, risotto, braised lamb shank and

pork tenderloin. Desserts are uniformly ex-
cellent. Well-thought out wine list with fair
prices. Inviting upscale bistro ambiance.
Lunch Tuesday-Friday 11:30 a.m.-2 p.m.;
Dinner Tuesday-Saturday 5:30-9:30 p.m.;
Brunch Saturday-Sunday 10:00 a.m.-2
p.m. $$$ (Reviewed March 11, 2005)
Straits Cafe, 3295 El Camino Real, Palo
Alto (650) 494-7168 This stylish outpost
of Singaporean cuisine serves up generous
dishes that are meant to be shared. The
menu comprehensively represents the four
ethnic elements of Singapore’s national cui-
sine: Chinese, Indian, Malay-Indonesian
and Nonya (Chinese-Malay) cooking. Mon.-
Thu. 11:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m., 5-9:30 p.m.,
Fri. 11:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m., 5-10 p.m., Sat.
5-10:30 p.m., Sun. 5-9:30 p.m. $$$ (Re-
viewed August 28, 1998)
Su Hong Restaurant, 1039 El Camino
Real, Menlo Park (650) 323-6852 Man-
darin and Szechwan dishes. Takeout avail-
able. Almost always busy. Reservations
recommended. Lunch Mon.-Sat. 11:30
a.m.-2:30 p.m. Dinner Sun.-Thu. 4:30-9:30
p.m., Fri.-Sat. 4:30-10 p.m. $$ (Reviewed
April 30, 1999)
Sue’s Indian Cuisine, 216 Castro St.,
Mountain View (650) 969-1112 Gener-
ous with portions, Sue’s serves southern
Indian cuisine that’s rich and spicy in a ca-
sual atmosphere. Diners are surrounded by
paintings by the restaurant’s owner. Daily
lunch buffet 11:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m; Sun.-
Wed. dinner 5-9:30 p.m. Thu.-Sat. 5-10
p.m. $$ (Reviewed December 29, 1995)
Sundance Steakhouse, 1921 El Camino
Real, Palo Alto (650) 321-6798 Sun-
dance offers excellent cuts of beef pre-
pared in a variety of ways: slow-roasted
prime rib, grilled steaks, teriyaki-skewered
filet.  Seafood is especially good, with
salmon and swordfish excelling. Appetizers
and desserts are interesting and tasty. Por-
tions are large. Broad wine list , full bar,
outstanding selection of dessert wines.
Mahogany-paneled walls, masculine decor.
Excellent service. Lunch: Monday - Friday
11:30 a.m. - 2 p.m.; Dinner Monday -
Thursday 5 - 10 p.m.; Friday - Saturday 5 -
10:30 p.m.; Sunday 5 - 9 p.m. $$$ (Re-
viewed December 10, 2004)
Sundeck Restaurant, 3000 Sand Hill
Road, Menlo Park (650) 854-2119 A
room with a view.  There’s a world of civility
inside The Sundeck’s dining room, where
Silicon Valley movers and shakers meet to
breakfast and lunch. Mon.-Fri. 7:30-9:30
a.m. and 11:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m. $$-$$ (Re-
viewed June 15, 2001)
Suraj Indian Cuisine, 2550 El Camino
Real, Redwood City (650) 369-8899 The
six page menu features specialties from the
vegetable- and spice-loving regions of
southern India. The portions are large and
the restaurant is spacious. Mon.-Fri. lunch
11:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m.; Sat.-Sun. 11:30
a.m.-3 p.m.; dinner daily 5:30-10 p.m. $$-
$$$ (Reviewed August 8, 1997)
Tacqueria La Bamba, 2058 Old Middle-
field Way, Mountain View (650) 965-
2755 No-frills to the extreme, Taqueria La
Bamba has no tables; just a counter. Most
people order their food to go.  The menu is
a wonderful mixture of Mexican and Sal-
vadoran dishes, offering a variety of burri-
tos, tacos, tostadas and daily specials.
Mon.-Fri. 10 a.m.-9:30 p.m., Sat.-Sun. 10
a.m.-9 p.m. $$ (Reviewed May 1, 2002)

THE WAIT IS OVER!
PLEASE COME AND ENJOY
OUR NEW COCKTAIL LOUNGE 

AND FRONT OYSTER BAR

Now open
HAPPY OYSTER HOUR

M-F, 3-6 P.M.
IN OUR CANTINA AND OYSTER BAR

EAT FISH, 
YOUR HEART WILL 
LOVE YOU FOR IT!

3150 EL CAMINO REAL 
PALO ALTO • (650) 493-9188

COUPON ✄
NOODLE
HOUSE

520 Showers Dr., MTN VIEW (Inside San Antonio Shopping Center)
(650) 947-8888

AW

1 FREE THAI ICED TEA
with $5.00 minimum purchase
Available with coupon only. Expires 9/30/05.

DEPRESSED?
FIND OUT WHY.

Dianetics explains in de ail e so rce
o  o r depression and a  o  can

do a o  i  

Dianetics: The  Modern Science of Mental
Health    on ard as een an

in erna ional es seller or over  ears or
s  o reasons  

  akes sense
  orks

Buy it. Read it. Use it.Availa le in paper ack $7.99 + tax
all (650)969-5262 o order o r

cop  All orders s ipped i in 
o rs  pos a e paid

© 2005 CSMV.  All Rights Reserved. 
DIANETICS is a trademark and service mark

owned by Religious Technology Center and are
used with its permission.  Printed in the USA.
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4290 El Camino Real, Palo Alto
650-857-0787

www.cppaloalto.crowneplaza.com

Announcing the opening of our new
Poolside BB Brazil ian Barbeque Restaurant.
Come and taste food inspired from rustic Brazilian
style churassco with masterfully prepared meats in

combination with tropical fruits & exotic spices.
Surrounded by mosaic tiled tables mounted on oak

wine barrels, enjoy Basque style service with a
variety of accompaniments & side dishes.

Come & Taste the Cabaña Experience!
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Movies
Movie reviews by Jeanne Aufmuth, Tyler Hanley and Susan Tavernetti

The Constant Gardener
✭✭✭1/2
(Century 12, Century 16) Clandes-
tine congregations, rumored infi-
delities and myriad conspiracy the-
ories are up front and center in Fer-
nando Meirelles’ (“City of God”)
stylish thriller based on the John le
Carré novel of the same name.

Dedicated political activist Tessa
Quayle (Rachel Weisz) meets cute
with conservative diplomat cum
green thumb Justin Quayle (Ralph
Fiennes). The pair’s unlikely union
finds them stationed in Nairobi
where Justin toils for the British
High Commission.

Theirs is a matter of opposites-at-
tract, a core of affective knowledge
bonding the fiery beauty and her
unassuming mate. But Tessa’s fer-
vor over the inequities in her adopt-
ed homeland causes a rift in the
marriage that only their unborn
child might heal.

Just as Tessa’s outspoken passion
and angry suspicions regarding a
mysterious pharmaceutical compa-
ny’s crimes grow to a fever pitch
she is found murdered in a remote
part of Africa, where she is traveling
with an African-American radical
who may or may not be doubling as
her lover.

Filled with remorse over his fail-
ure to commit to Tessa’s causes and
their fragmented marriage, Justin
surprises everyone by developing a
social conscience, determined to
finish what his ardent spouse has
started. With steely determination
he sets out on a treacherous journey
to find out what made Tessa tick.

Not a popular concept among
Justin’s co-workers, many of whom
are harboring their own hidden
agendas where Tessa and her os-
tensibly wild and wicked ways are
concerned.

Meirelles’ style is still as fresh
and distinct as it was in the blister-
ing “God”: snappy hand-held cam-
erawork as quick-cut as melodra-
ma on acid. That tone isn’t keeping
with the smooth covert atmosphere
of classic le Carré but damn if it
doesn’t ultimately work its magic
on the narrative, proffering an anar-
chic aura that underscores the ur-
gency of both Tessa’s and Justin’s
insurgent odysseys.

Weisz has fashioned a career out
of fervent females; the persona suits
her well. Fiennes makes one of his
rare forays into the emotional mine-
field, demonstrating a flair for deep
feeling even when it’s directed to-
ward his hydrangeas and not his
heart.

Smaller roles are filled by a
plethora of talent from the shifty
Danny Huston to perpetual scene-
stealer Bill Nighy. Africa herself is
a player; a proud beauty bleeding
profusely from poverty and global

neglect. Rich, eloquent and pur-
poseful.

Rated: R for violence, language and
nudity. 2 hours, 8 minutes.

— Jeanne Aufmuth

Transporter 2 ✭✭✭
(Century 16, Century 12) Jason

Statham is the real deal. In an era
when Hollywood can transform
Tom Cruise and Matt Damon into
martial-arts experts (in “Mission:
Impossible II” and “The Bourne
Identity,” respectively), Statham has
truly stepped up to fill the shoes
once worn by Jean-Claude Van
Damme, Steven Seagal and, yes,
even the legendary Bruce Lee.

OK, so the script behind this fol-
low-up to “The Transporter” (2002)
reads like easy homework for
Numbskull Action Writing 101.
There’s something about a sinister
plot to spread a devastating virus,
the lead villain and his mindless en-
tourage are like an exhibit at the
cardboard museum, and one femme
fatale battles in six-inch stilettos and
pink lingerie.

There’s better storytelling in the
nutrition facts on a syrup bottle.

But Statham’s charisma, coupled
with fast-paced action (including
phenomenal car-chase sequences)
and stellar choreography, scare
away the literary demons. Statham
reprises his role as ex-Special
Forces op Frank Martin. Martin’s
post-retirement career consists of
“transporting” people and objects
for a price. Using tricked-out autos
and slick driving, Martin is the best
in the business. He can be a client’s
strongest ally — as long as the
clients play by his rules.

His latest assignment has him in
Miami, chauffeuring the adorable
son (Hunter Clary as Jack) of a
wealthy politician. Frank and Jack
have formed a remarkable bond.
Their short rides together seem to
be the highlight of Jack’s life, so
when the child is kidnapped and
held for ransom, Frank takes mat-
ters into his own fists.

Statham got his start with Guy
Ritchie’s British gangster films
“Lock, Stock and Two Smoking
Barrels” and “Snatch,” and even

then he displayed an undeniable
presence. Like Lee before him,
Statham is best suited for combat
scenes with multiple enemies. He
can twist, weave and kick with
seamless fluidity.

One scene is a direct ode to Lee’s
1973 classic “Enter the Dragon.”
Statham uses a makeshift bo (fight-
ing staff) to dispatch a handful of
enemies, eventually tossing their
unconscious bodies into a dump-
ster like yesterday’s trash. Later
Statham arms himself with a fire
hose for the picture’s most gripping
martial-arts moments. And when
Statham isn’t impressing with side-
kicks and uppercuts, his behind-the-
wheel expertise drives the action.

A creative screenplay might have
pushed “Transporter 2” to the top of
its tooth-and-nail genre, but
Statham supplies plenty of reason to
shell out your movie-going bucks.

Rated: PG-13 for intense sequences
of violent action, sexual content,
partial nudity and brief language. 1
hour, 28 minutes.

— Tyler Hanley

Underclassman (1/2 star)
(Century 12, Century 16) One of

the worst films released in a very
bad year, Marcos Siega’s directori-
al debut features chases, blacktop-
basketball battles, fistfights, paint-
ball wars, house parties and explo-
sions followed by bigger explosions
— all in search of a storyline or a
laugh. With about 30 minutes’
worth of a plot cribbed from other
cop comedies, Siega (“Pretty Per-
suasion”) has only one place to go:
the back of the class.

You’d never know that Nick Can-
non (“Drumline” and MTV’s “Wild
‘N Out”) had a funny bone in his
body from this role. He and co-
screenwriters Brent Goldberg and
David T. Wagner (“Van Wilder”)
created his part of Tracy “Tre”
Stokes, a third-generation L.A. cop
assigned to a bike beat. Capt. Del-
gado (Cheech Marin) is quick to re-
mind rookie Tre that he’s “all pas-
sion, no procedure” — just like his
late father. But the 23-year-old is
the best candidate to go undercov-
er at a private high school and in-
vestigate a murder.

Trite clichés and tired jokes fill
the classrooms populated by the sil-
ver-spoon set. There’s the cool kid
(Shawn Ashmore of “X2”) with his
popular crowd, the stiff British
headmaster (Hugh Bonneville of
“Asylum”), the hot teacher (Rose-
lyn Sanchez of “Chasing Papi”) and
every stereotypical situation in the
book.

Attempts at humor revolve

OPENINGS

Jason Statham proves he’s a real-
deal action hero in “Transporter 2.”

(continued on next page)
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Movies

Note: The Spangenberg Theatre is located on the Gunn High School campus, 780
Arastradero Road, Palo Alto. Screenings are for Friday through Monday. For more in-
formation visit www.spangenbergtheatre.com or call (650) 354-8220.

Boys and Girl from County Clare (2005) Two estranged brothers go head-to-head in
the All-Ireland Traditional Music Competition.Fri. at 4:15 p.m.; Sat.-Mon. at 3:45 p.m.

Machuca (2005) When a rich schoolboy gets a peek at a new student’s low-life exis-
tence he is energized and intrigued, rebelling against his comfortable roots and parents
who aren’t paying enough attention. Fri. at 7:45 p.m.; Sat.-Mon. at 7:30 p.m.

Me and You and Everyone We Know (2005) The lives of a lonely artist and a divorced
shoe salesman intertwine. Fri. at 6 p.m.; Sat.-Mon. at 5:40 p.m.

SPANGENBERG THEATRE

2046 (R) ✭✭✭1/2 Century 16: 1:10, 4:10, 6:55 & 9:50 p.m. 
The 40-Year-Old Virgin Century 16: 11:50 a.m.; 2:30, 5:10, 7:50 & 10:30 p.m. 
(R) ✭✭✭ Century 12: 11:50 a.m.; 2:35, 5:10, 7:45 & 10:25 p.m. 
A Sound of Thunder Century 16: 12:10, 2:30, 4:50, 7:35 & 9:55 p.m. 
(PG-13) (Not Reviewed) Century 12: 11:45 a.m.; 2:30, 4:50, 7:20 & 10 p.m. 
An Unfinished Life Century 16: Sat. & Sun. at 7:40 p.m. 
(PG-13) (Sneak Preview)
The Aristocrats Aquarius: 7:30 & 9:55 p.m.; Fri.-Mon. also at 5 p.m.; Sat.-Mon. also at noon & 2:30 p.m. 
(Not Rated) ✭✭✭1/2
Asylum (R) ✭✭✭✭ Century 16: 9:25 p.m. 
Broken Flowers Century 12: 12:10, 2:40, 5, 7:25 & 9:55 p.m. 
(R) ✭✭✭✭ Guild: 7 & 9:40 p.m.; Fri.-Mon. also at 4:35 p.m.; Sat.-Mon. also at 11:45 a.m. & 2:10 p.m. 
The Brothers Grimm Century 16: 11:30 a.m.; 2:15, 5, 6:35 & 9:15 p.m.; Fri., Mon. & Tue. also at 7:40 & 10:20 p.m.; Sat.
(PG-13) ✭✭✭ & Sun. also at 9:50 p.m. Century 12: 11:40 a.m.; 2:25, 5:05, 7:50 & 10:30 p.m. 
The Cave (PG-13) ✭✭ Century 16: 11:40 a.m.; 2, 4:40, 7:10 & 9:30 p.m. 
Charlie and the Chocolate Century 16: 11:45 a.m.; 2:20, 4:55, 7:30 & 10:15 p.m. 
Factory (PG) ✭✭✭✭

The Constant Gardener Century 16: 12:40, 3:40, 7 & 10:10 p.m. 
(R) ✭✭✭1/2 Century 12: 1:15, 4:15, 7:15 & 10:10 p.m. 
Four Brothers (R) ✭✭ Century 16: 12:05, 2:25, 4:45, 7:15 & 9:45 p.m. 

Century 12: 11:30 a.m.; 1:55, 4:25, 7:05 & 9:30 p.m.;
Grizzly Man (R) ✭✭✭1/2 CinéArts at Palo Alto Square: 2:20, 4:55, 7:30 & 10:05 p.m.; Sat.-Mon. also at 11:45 a.m. 
Junebug (R) ✭✭✭1/2 Aquarius: 7 & 9:35 p.m.; Fri.-Mon. also at 4:30 p.m.; Sat.-Mon. also at 11:30 a.m. & 2 p.m. 
Mad Hot Ballroom Century 16: 2:45 & 6:50 p.m. 
(PG) ✭✭✭1/2
March of the Penguins Century 12: Noon, 2, 4, 6, 8 & 10:05 p.m. 
(G) ✭✭✭✭ CinéArts at Palo Alto Square:1:40, 3:50, 5:45, 8 & 10:15 p.m.; Sat.-Mon. also at 11:30 a.m. 
Murderball (R) ✭✭✭1/2 Century 16: 12:50, 4:55 & 9:05 p.m. 
Must Love Dogs Century 16: 2:35, 5:05 & 7:20 p.m. 
(PG-13) ✭✭1/2
Red Eye (PG-13) ✭✭✭ Century 16: 11:35 a.m.; 1:40, 3:45, 5:50, 8 & 10:05 p.m. 
(PG-13) ✭✭1/2 Century 12: 12:20, 2:45, 5:20, 7:35 & 9:40 p.m. 
The Skeleton Key Century 16: 12:20 & 9:40 p.m. 
(PG-13) ✭✭ Century 12: 9:35 p.m. 
Sky High (PG) Century 16: 11:30 a.m.; 1:50 & 4 p.m. 
(Not Reviewed) Century 12: 11:55 a.m.; 2:20, 4:40 & 7 p.m. 
Transporter 2 (PG-13) ✭✭✭ Century 16: 12:55, 3:10, 5:25, 7:45 & 10 p.m. 

Century 12: 12:35, 2:50, 5:05, 7:30 & 9:45 p.m. 
Underclassman (PG-13) 1/2 Century 16: 12:15, 2:20, 4:35, 7:05 & 9:20 p.m. 

Century 12: 12:40, 2:55, 5:25, 7:40 & 10:15 p.m. 
Valiant (G) (Not Reviewed) Century 16: 11:55 a.m.; 1:45, 3:35, 5:30 & 7:30 p.m. 
Wedding Crashers (R) ✭✭✭ Century 16: Noon, 2:40, 5:20, 7:55 & 10:25 p.m. 

Century 12: 11:35 a.m.; 2:15, 5:15, 7:55 & 10:30 p.m.

MOVIE TIMES

★ Skip it ★★ Some redeeming qualities ★★★ A good bet ★★★★ Outstanding

Aquarius: 430 Emerson St., Palo Alto (266-9260)

Century Cinema 16: 1500 N. Shoreline Blvd., Mountain
View (960-0970)

Century Park 12: 557 E. Bayshore Blvd., Redwood City
(365-9000)

Guild: 949 El Camino Real, Menlo Park (266-9260) 

CinéArts at Palo Alto Square: 3000 El Camino Real,
Palo Alto (493-3456)

Spangenberg: 780 Arastradero Rd., Palo Alto (354-8220)

Stanford: 221 University Ave., Palo Alto (324-3700) 

Internet address: For show times, plot synopses trailers
and more information about films playing, visit Palo Alto On-
line at http://www.PaloAltoOnline.com/

Note: Screenings are for Friday through Tuesday only. 

ON THE WEB: The most up-to-date movie listings at www.PaloAltoOnline.com

GET IN ON THE JOKE!

NO ONE UNDER 18 ADMITTED

“KILLER FUNNY. YOU’LL LAUGH TILL IT HURTS!
PRODUCES MORE LAUGHS THAN ANY HUNDRED JOKES YOU EVER HEARD.”

PETER TRAVERS, ROLLING STONE

“OBSCENE, DISGUSTING, VULGAR AND VILE,
MIGHT BE THE FUNNIEST MOVIE YOU’LL EVER SEE!”

THE HOLLYWOOD REPORTER

“PUT DOWN YOUR NEWSPAPER AND  
RUSH OFF TO BUY TICKETS.”

A.O. SCOTT, THE NEW YORK TIMES

“HANDS DOWN 
THE FUNNIEST OF THE YEAR!”

DAVID ANSEN, NEWSWEEK

“WONDERFULLY RAUNCHY. 
THE COMIC HIGHLIGHTS ARE COUNTLESS.”

DAVID GERMAIN, THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

A FILM BY PAUL PROVENZA AND PENN JILLETTE

“FASCINATING AND HILARIOUS.”
OWEN GLEIBERMAN, ENTERTAIMENT WEEKLY

THIS FILM 
IS NOT RATED

THINKFILM PRESENTS A MIGHTY CHEESE PRODUCTION   A FILM BY PENN JILLETTE & PAUL PROVENZA  “THE ARISTOCRATS”  
DIRECTED BY PAUL PROVENZA   PRODUCED BY PETER ADAM GOLDEN  EDITED BY EMERY EMERY & PAUL PROVENZA

www.thearistocrats.com
COPYRIGHT © 2005 MIGHTY CHEESE PRODUCTIONS, LLC. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED

NO NUDITY. NO VIOLENCE. UNSPEAKABLE OBSCENITY.

EXCLUSIVE ENGAGEMENT NOW PLAYING
CALL THEATRE FOR SHOWTIMES

CLAY SMITH, THE INSIDER

BE PART OF THE 50TH ANNIVERSARY 
CELEBRATION OF THE DISNEYLAND RESORT

SEE IT
NOW!

SORRY, NO PASSES

“NOT SINCE ‘ALIEN’ HAS A MOVIE HELD AN AUDIENCE
IN SUCH RELENTLESS SUSPENSE AND SHOCK!”

Mark S. Allen, UPN 31/Premiere Radio Networks

Sorry, No Passes Accepted  For This Engagement. 
For Additional Information, Call Theaters Or Check Directory.

CENTURY THEATRES 3
CENTURY 12 DOWNTOWN
SAN MATEO 650-558-0123

CENTURY THEATRES
CENTURY PLAZA 10
SO. SAN FRANCISCO 650-742-9200

NOW PLAYING

around the assumption that Tre, seemingly the only African American on
campus, hails from South Central or Compton. During a botany lesson,
a teacher asks if anyone has seen a certain type of bush. “Ain’t that the
president’s ugly cousin?” quips Tre. The one-liners don’t get any edgier.

“Underclassman” is about waiting for the bell to ring. With unsympa-
thetic characters and a preposterous plot, the film has only the outdoor ac-
tion scenes to provide a slight diversion from total boredom. This com-
edy would be way too long even if it were a short.

Rated: PG-13 for violence, sexual references, drug material and some
teen drinking.  1 hour, 35 minutes.

— Susan Tavernetti

OPENINGS

To view the trailer for “Transporter 2” “Underclassman” and “The Constant Garden-
ter,” go to Palo Alto Online at http://www.PaloAltoOnline.com/ 

(continued from previous page)



NOW PLAYING

2046 ✭✭✭1/2
(Century 16) A time-traveling romance writer
(Tony Leung as Chow Mo Wan) wends a mys-
terious path from 2046 to the good old days
of 1966. Chow immerses himself in wine,
women and song, far more at ease in his fic-
tional world than his reality. In a manner all its
own “2046” is flawed but fabulous. Rated: R
for nudity, language, and adult situations. 2
hours, 7 minutes. In Mandarin, Cantonese
and Japanese with English subtitles — J.A.
(Reviewed Aug. 19, 2005)

The 40-Year-Old Virgin ✭✭✭
(Century 16, Century 12) Forty-year-old Andy
Stitzer (Steve Carell) is a boy in a man’s body.
He rides his bike to work and plays video
games daily. When three of Andy’s co-work-
ers at the Smart Tech electronics store dis-
cover he is a virgin, they stage an intervention
in hopes of getting Andy a girl — at least for
one night. “Virgin” succeeds on a witty script
and winning concept, but it’s the film’s star
that elicits stomach-aching chuckles. Rated:
R for pervasive sexual content, language and
some drug use. 1 hour, 56 minutes. — T.H.
(Reviewed Aug. 19, 2005)

Broken Flowers ✭✭✭✭
(Guild, Century 12) Don Johnston (Bill Murray)
is a serial commitment-phobe dumped by the
latest in a series of paramours. He drowns his
sorrows with stints on the couch and repeat-
ed visits to best friend Winston (Jeffrey
Wright). Fate hands Don a twist in the form of
an unsigned letter from an old flame informing
him that he is father to a 19-year old son. The
exuberant Winston (an armchair Sherlock
Holmes) researches Don’s ex-lovers on the
net, creating an itinerary for a cross-country
journey of discovery. Maverick writer/director
Jim Jarmusch and the unflappable Murray are
a match made in heaven. Rated: R for lan-
guage and nudity. 1 hour, 46 minutes. — J.A.
(Reviewed Aug. 12, 2005)

The Brothers Grimm ✭✭✭
(Century 12, Century 16) The clever adventure
presents the Grimm siblings as con artists
who snake their way through French-occu-
pied Germany gaining fame and fortune for
staging exorcisms. A savvy pragmatist, Will
(Matt Damon) can never forget that years ago
his gullible brother exchanged the family cow
for a worthless bag of “magic beans.” Jacob
(Heath Ledger) is the dreamer. He has studied
folktales his entire life and soon finds himself
within a real one when they enter the village of
Marbaden, where young maidens mysterious-

ly disappear. Rated: PG-13 for violence, fright-
ening sequences and brief suggestive materi-
al. 2 hours, 6 minutes. — S.T. (Reviewed Aug.
26, 2005)

The Cave ✭✭
(Century 16) Cole Hauser (“Paparazzi”) stars
as Jack, the resolute leader of an expert cave-
diving team. Backed by his brother Tyler (Ed-
die Cibrian) and a handful of top-notch explor-
ers, Jack can conquer any underground
opening. Presented with the opportunity to in-
vestigate a newly discovered cave, he leaps at
the prospect. But he and his team are in for

trouble when they get trapped in the expanse
and hunted by hungry creatures. One plot
twist provides a respite from the rehash bar-
rage, but this “Cave” is better explored on
DVD. Rated: PG-13 for intense creature vio-
lence. 1 hour, 37 minutes. — T.H. (Reviewed
Aug. 26, 2005)

Junebug ✭✭✭1/2
(Aquarius) Native son George Johnston
(Alessandro Nivola) is coming home to his
roots, a small North Carolina town where time
seems to have stood still. Along for the ride is
new bride Madeleine (Embeth Davidtz), a

British-born art dealer who has taken a shine
to the work of a local painter. Blood may be
thicker than water, but you wouldn’t know it
from the hornet’s nest of emotion that rages
inside the Johnston household. Theirs is a ro-
bust stew of history, tradition, sensitivity and
misinterpretation. The balancing act threatens
to teeter in spots but “Junebug” offers an
essence of goodness. Rated: R for sexual
content and language. 1 hour, 42 minutes. —
J.A. (Reviewed Aug. 12, 2005)
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The Stanford Theatre is located at
221 University Ave. in Palo Alto.
Screenings are for Friday through
Tuesday. For more information call
(650) 324-3700.

Genevieve (1953) In this popular
British comedy, two couples race their
antique roadsters back to London af-
ter a Brighton vintage car rally. Fri. at
7:30 p.m.

The Reluctant Debutante (1958) An
upper-class British father (Rex Harri-
son) has an American daughter (San-
dra Dee) by a previous marriage.
When she visits London, her step-
mother insists on presenting her to
society. Fri. at 5:40 & 9:10 p.m.

The Big Sleep (1946) In this film noir
classic, detective Philip Marlowe
(Humphrey Bogart) is hired to discover
why a woman is being blackmailed.
Also starring Lauren Bacall. Sat.-Tue.
at 7:30 p.m.; Sat. & Sun. also at
3:20 p.m.

Sabrina (1954) In this romantic
movie, Audrey Hepburn plays Sabrina,
the chauffeur’s daughter on a Long Is-
land estate. She loves the playboy son
(William Holden) of her father’s boss,
but his stuffy elder brother (Humphrey
Bogart) surprises everyone in the end.
Written, produced and directed by Bil-
ly Wilder. Sat.-Tue. at 5:20 & 9:35
p.m.

STANFORD 
THEATRE

“A SIZZLING THRILLER 
THAT ENDS SUMMER 
ON A HIGH NOTE! 
ONE OF THE YEAR’S 
BEST AND MOST 
PROVOCATIVE MOVIES! 
PREPARE FOR A 
THRILLING RIDE!”

– Karen Durbin,

“A hair-raising thriller!”
– Karen Durbin,

“Smart, provocative and 
genuinely tense!”

– Bruce Handy,– Bruce Handy,

PETER TRAVERS OF RAVES:PETER TRAVERS OF RAVES:

Century Theatres 
CENTURY PARK 12 

Redwood City 650/365-9000

Century Theatres 
CENTURY 12 DOWNTOWN 

San Mateo 650/558-0123

SPECIAL ENGAGEMENTS NO

PASSES OR 

DISCOUNT COUPONS

ACCEPTED

CHECK THEATRE DIRECTORIES OR CALL FOR SOUND INFORMATION AND SHOWTIMES

THE CONSPIRACY 
IS GLOBAL

THE CONSPIRACY 
IS GLOBAL

SEE IT ON THE BIG SCREEN TODAY

“electrifying entertainment!”-Karen   Durbin,   ELLE

Century Theatres CENTURY PARK 12 Redwood City 650/365-9000 DIGITAL

SEE DIRECTORY OR CALL THEATRE FOR SHOWTIMES • NO PASSES

Starts Friday, September 2nd

CENTURY THEATRES !
CENTURY 20 DALY CITY
Daly City  (650) 994-7469

CENTURY THEATRES 
CENTURY CINEMAS 16
Mountain View  (650) 960-0970

CENTURY THEATRES 
CENTURY PARK 12
Redwood City  (650) 365-9000

CENTURY THEATRES 
CENTURY PLAZA 10
So. San Francisco  (650) 742-9200

CENTURY THEATRES 
CENTURY 12 
DOWNTOWN SAN MATEO
San Mateo  (650) 558-0123

STARTS FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 2

NO PASSES OR DISCOUNT TICKETS 
ACCEPTED FOR THIS ENGAGEMENT

CALL THEATRE FOR SHOWTIMES

VIEW THE TRAILER AT WWW.2046FILM.COM

www.sonyclassics.com

FROM THE DIRECTOR OF 
“IN THE MOOD FOR LOVE”

A WONG KAR WAI FILM

NOW 
PLAYING!

CHECK THEATRE DIRECTORIES OR CALL FOR SHOWTIMES

“A RARE, SUMPTUOUS 
MOVIE TREAT!  IT ALREADY
FEELS LIKE A CLASSIC!” 

-G. ALLEN JOHNSON, SF CHRONICLE

“AN UNQUALIFIED TRIUMPH.”
-Manohla Dargis, NEW YORK TIMES 

CENTURY CINEMA 16 
1500 N. Shoreline Blvd.,
Mountain View 
(650) 960-0970

CINÉARTS@HYATT
Highway 101 
Broadway Overpass, 
Burlingame (650) 340-1516

MARCH OF THE PENGUINS (G)
Fri. & Tue. (1:40-3:50-5:45) 8-10:15

Sat. - Mon. (11:30-1:40) 3:50-5:45-8-10:15
Amie Huguenard

GRIZZLY MAN (R)
Fri. & Tue. (2:20-4:55) 7:30-10:05

Sat. - Mon. (11:45) 2:20-4:55-7:30-10:05
Times Valid For Friday, 9/2  thru  Tuesday,9/6 Only © 2005

The following is a sampling of movies
recently reviewed in the Weekly:
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Special Events
Annual Hunter Jumper Horse Show Host-
ed by the Woodside Pony Club. Featuring
30 classes in two arenas. Sun., Sept. 11,
show, 8:30 a.m.-sunset; warm-ups, 7:30
a.m. Register by Sept. 4. Entry fee $15
per class; $20 per class after. See website
for entry form. Woodside Horse Park,
Sandhill Road, Woodside. Call 851-2671.
www.woodsideponyclub.org.

Kings Mountain Art Fair Sept. 3-5, 10
a.m.-5 p.m. 135 juried artists and 30
“Mountain Folk” artists appear in a redwood
forest setting. Breakfast with the artists
starts at 8 a.m. “Kiddie Hollow” Free ad-
mission. Kings Mountain Community Cen-
ter/Fire Station, 13889 Skyline Blvd., Wood-
side. Call 851-2710. www.kingsmoun
tainartfair.org.

Labor Day Celebration Sept. 5, 11:30 a.m.-
1 p.m. with “oldies” sung by Brian Chap-
man; lunch included. $10 members/$12
non-members. Little House Activity Center,
800 Middle Ave., Menlo Park. Call 326-
2025. www.peninsulavolunteers.org.

Summer ArtWalk Music, artist demon-
strations, family art fest, and street food
vendors. Fri., Sept. 2, 6-9 p.m. Downtown
Palo Alto, between Webster and High St.,
Palo Alto.

Benefits
“Tally Ho” Benefiting the Lucile Salter
Packard Children’s Hospital at Stanford.
An evening gala Sat., Sept. 10, 6 p.m.
Tickets for hors d’oevres, wine and dinner
are $175 per person; tickets for an dessert
extravaganza are $75. Both include a fash-
ion show, live auction, and dancing. Men-
lo Circus Club, 190 Park Lane, Atherton.
Call 1-877-tallyho.

Westwind Barn Hoe Down Fundraiser
Sept. 10, 5-10 p.m. BBQ, Equine per-
formances, “Happy Birds,” silent auction to
benefit Westwind Barn facility and 4H Rid-
ing Institute for Handicapped Children. Din-
ner Tickets: $35 adults/$25 ages 6-12/
under 6 $5. Westwind Barn, 27210 Alta-
mont Road, Los Altos Hills. Call 941-6113.
www.westwindbarn.com.

Live Music
Dolly Rappaport Band with Summit 2V1
Pop and Jazz. Thu., Sept. 8, doors open
at 7 p.m.; shows starts at 8 p.m. $12 ad-
vance/$14 at the door. Little Fox Theatre,
2219 Broadway, Redwood City. Call 369-
4119. www.foxdream.com.

On Stage
“Aida” Presented by Bus Barn Theatre.
The passionate tale of a captured Nubian
princess taken as a slave to Egypt. Sept.
8-Oct. 1. Thursdays-Saturdays, 8 p.m.;
Sun., Sept. 18, 3 p.m.; Wed., Sept. 21,
7:30 p.m.; Sun., Sept. 25, 7 p.m. See web
site for ticket information. Bus Barn The-
atre, 97 Hillview Ave., Los Altos. Call 941-
0551. www.busbarn.org.

Auditions
“A Little Princess” Auditions A drama by
June W. Rogers adapted from the book by
F. H. Burnetta production for the Los Altos
Youth Theatre. Auditions for youth ages
10-20. Sept. 6-7, 4-6 p.m. Prepare a short
monologue or poem. Fee. Performances
Oct. 21-Nov. 5. Hillview Community Center,
97 Hillview Ave., Los Altos. Call 947-2796.
www.ci.los-altos.ca.us/recreation/layt.

Aurora Singers Auditions “Meet the Di-
rector” night and auditions for the 2005-
2006 year. Tue., Sept. 6, 7:15 p.m. Singers
may bring a prepared piece, but not re-
quired. Unitarian Universalist Church, 505
E. Charleston Road, Palo Alto.

Palo Alto Stanford Aquatics Tryouts for
new swimmers aged 4 and up will be held
Sept. 6-9. E-mail rickypasc@yahoo.com
for more information.

Exhibits
Art Explorer Backpacks Available for use
at the Palo Alto Art Center.  Inside are ex-
hibition related activities for the galleries
and for the Sculpture garden. Free.
Through Sept. 4. Palo Alto Art Center,
1313 Newell Rd., Palo Alto. Call 329-2605.
www.cityofpaloalto.org/artcenter.
Cluster: Lukas Felzmann Exhibition of
black and white photographs, which illu-
minate flock movements of bird migrations,
natural accumulations, and structures.
Through Sept. 4. Hours: Tue.-Sat., 10
a.m.-5 p.m.; Thu., 7-9 p.m.; Sun., 1-5 p.m.
Palo Alto Art Center, 1313 Newell Rd., Palo
Alto. Call 329-2366. www.cityofpaloalto.
org/artcenter.
“Leaf” A “pocket exhibition” revealing three
different approaches in art making in col-
laboration with nature. In conjunction with
“Leaf” is an interactive project for the pub-
lic by Mari Andrews, who is creating a net-
like structure onto which the public may
cluster leaf sculptures. Through Sept. 4.
Tue.-Sat., 10 a.m.-5 p.m.; Thu., 7-9 p.m.;
Sun., 1-5 p.m. Palo Alto Art Center, 1313
Newell Rd., Palo Alto. Call 329-2366.
www.cityofpaloalto.org/artcenter.
“Trusting Woods to Tempest Sea:”
Robert McCauley 1991-2004, is a mid-
career overview of paintings and mixed
media works, which are loaned primarily
from Bay Area sources. Through Sept. 4
Hours: Tue.-Sat., 10 a.m.-5 p.m.; Thu., 7-
9 p.m.; Sun., 1-5 p.m. Palo Alto Art Cen-
ter, 1313 Newell Rd., Palo Alto. Call 329-
2366. www.cityofpaloalto.org/artcenter.
“Web/Metamorphosis:” Exhibit by
Yuriko Yamaguchi An installation with rows
of four, carved cedar, biomorphic abstrac-
tions whose scale corresponds to that of a
human organ. Through Sept. 4. Hours:
Tue.-Sat., 10 a.m.-5 p.m.; Thu., 7-9 p.m.;
Sun., 1-5 p.m. Palo Alto Art Center, 1313
Newell Rd., Palo Alto. Call 329-2366.
www.cityofpaloalto.org/artcenter.

Talks/Authors
Community Forums Sept. 7:  “Reverse
Annuity Revolution”; Sept. 14: “Transi-
tions”; Sept. 21: “Common Cancers &
How to Screen for Them”; Sept. 28: “Ad-
vanced Directive Workshop” Free. Little
House Activity Center, 800 Middle Ave.,
Menlo Park. Call 326-2025. peninsulavol
unteers.org.
Current Events Group Meets Mondays,
10-11:30 a.m. A self-directed, informal dis-
cussion of current events lead by a volun-
teer moderator. Free. Little House Activity
Center, 800 Middle Ave., Menlo Park. Call
326-2025. www.peninsulavolunteers.org.
Humanist  Forum “Future Issues in Hu-
manism,” a talk by Mel Lipmann, Presi-
dent of the American Humanist Associa-
tion. Sept. 4, 11 a.m. Mitchell Park Center,
3800 Middlefield Rd., Palo Alto. Call 328-
6659. www.humanists.org.
International Literacy Day Lecture: “Us-
ing Your Literacy Skills To Succeed This
School Year” A hands-on demonstration to
address tasks such as study skills, time
management, setting up a study space,
and more. Thu., Sept. 8, 4 p.m. Palo Alto
Learning Center, 255 Lytton Ave., Palo Alto.
Call 321-1191. www.lindamoodbell.com.
Opera Preview Dr. Heather Hadlock, spe-
cialist in French and Italian Romantic
opera, will present a lecture on Rossini’s
opera Italian Girl in Algiers. Sept. 6, 7:30
p.m. $8 for SF Opera guild members/$10
for non-members. Tickets available at the
door. Little House, 800 Middle Ave., Men-
lo Park. Call 329-1374.
Opera Previews Sept. 6: “L’Italiana in Al-
geri,” Heather Hadlock;  Sept. 13:
“Rodelinda,” Bruce Lamott; Sept. 27:
“Doctor Atomic,” Sarah Cahill. 7:30 p.m.
Tickets available at the door: $8 members,
$ 10 non-members. Little House Activity
Center, 800 Middle Ave., Menlo Park. Call
326-2025. peninsulavolunteers.org.
Paul George on “Bush’s Unraveling” Tue.,
Sept. 6, 7 p.m. An examination of recent
political currents from a leading local ana-

lyst. Free. Sponsored by the Peninsula
Peace and Justice Center. Community Me-
dia Center, 900 San Antonio Rd., Palo Alto.
Call 326-8837. www.peaceandjustice.org.
“Things They Never Told Me, or How an
Adult with ADHD Got Organized” Speak-
er: Professional organizer and ADHD
Coach Frances Strassman. Wed., Sept.
7, 7:30-9:30 p.m. Public welcome $5 do-
nation non-members.  Friends Meeting
House, 957 Colorado St., Palo Alto. Call
949-5472. www.chaddnorcal.org.
Waverley Writers Open Poetry Reading
Poets and listeners welcome. Fri., Sept.
2, 7:30-10 p.m. Free. Friends Meeting
House, 957 Colorado St., Palo Alto. Call
424-9877.

Family and Kids
Starlight Special Storyteller John Weaver
will share fractured fables and silly songs.
Sept. 7, 7 p.m. For all ages. Mitchell Park
Library, 3700 Middlefield Rd., Palo Alto.
Call 329-2134. www.cityofpaloalto.org/li
brary/kids-teens.

Health
Meditation for Successful Living Thurs-
days, Sept 8-29, 7:30-9:15 p.m., $50. Ba-
sic meditation technique  will be taught.
Ananda, 2171 El Camino Real, Palo Alto.
Call 323-3363. www.anandapaloalto.org.
Process Painting Workshop Sat., Sept.
10. 10 a.m.-1 p. m. $25. No art train-
ing/experience necessary. All non-toxic
materials provided. Reservations required.
College Terrace, 870 College Ave., Palo
Alto. Call 424-1480.
Yoga for Relaxation For beginners and
anyone interested in a experiencing mind-
ful yoga practice. All ages, all body types
welcome. $12 drop in. Mondays, 5 p.m.;
Thursdays, 5:30 p.m. Pathways to Self-
Healing, 4153A El Camino Way, Palo Alto.
Call 966-8492. www.psh.org/yoga.

Film
Stanford Theatre Guide Sept. 2:
“Genevieve,” 7:30 p.m.; “The Reluctant
Debutante,” 5:40 and 9:10 p.m. Call or
see web site for details. Stanford Theatre,
221 University Ave., Palo Alto. Call 324-
3700. www.stanfordtheatre.org.
Stanford Theatre Guide Sept. 3-4: “The
Big Sleep,” 3:20 and 7:30 p.m.; “Sabri-
na,” 5:20 and 9:35; Sept. 5-6: “The Big
Sleep,” 7:30 p.m.; “Sabrina,” 5:20 and
9:35; Sept. 7: “Girl Shy,” 7:30 p.m.; Sept.
8-9: “Mahanagar,” 7:30 p.m.; “Charulata,”
5:20 and 10 p.m.; Sept. 10-11: “An Affair
to Remember,” 3:25 and 7:30 p.m.; “Wa-
terloo Bridge,” 5:30 and 9:35 p.m.; Sept.
12-13: “An Affair to Remember,” 7:30
p.m.; “Waterloo Bridge,” 5:30 and 9:35
p.m.; Sept. 14-16: “Grand Hotel,” 7:30
p.m.; “Anna Karenina,” 5:45 and 9:35
p.m.; Sept. 17-18: “Ninotchka,” 3:40 and
7:30 p.m.; “Queen Christina,” 5:40 and
9:30 p.m.; Sept. 19-20: “Ninotchka,” 7:30
p.m.; “Queen Christina,” 5:40 and 9:30
p.m.; Sept. 21: “A Woman of Affairs,” 7:30
p.m.; Sept. 22-23: “The Merry Widow,”
7:30 p.m.; “One Hour With You,” 5:55 and
9:20 p.m. Sept. 24-25: “To Be or Not to
Be,” 3:55 and 7:30  p.m.; “Midnight,” 5:45
and 9:20 p.m.; Sept. 26-27: “To Be or Not
to Be,” 7:30 p.m.; “Midnight,” 5:45 and
9:20 p.m.; Sept. 28-30: “Dinner at Eight,”
7:30 p.m. Call or see web site for details.
Stanford Theatre, 221 University Ave., Palo
Alto. Call 324-3700. www.stanfordthe
atre.org.

Sports
“Le Tour de Menlo” With 5 climbs, adding
up to 5,000 ft. A course that also has 30
or 40 mile alternates. Pre-registration ends
Fri., Sept. 16.; same day registration will be
Sun., Sept. 25, 7:30-9 a.m.; race begins,
8 a.m. $25 entry fee includes a t-shirt.
Menlo-Atherton High School, 555 Middle-
field Rd., Atherton. Call 854-2626. www.al
manacnews.com.

Outdoors
Hike Amongst the Redwoods Hike with
Sempervirens Fund’s docents through
nearby redwood forests. Sept. 3-4, 10
a.m. Free. 2 or 5 mile hikes. Reservations
required. Castle Rock State Park, 1.8 miles
west of Hwy 35, on Hwy 9, Call 968-4509.
www.sempervirens.org.

Environment
Earthquake Walk Sun., Sept. 4, 2-4:30
p.m. A 2- to 3-mile stroll, with docent Kei-
th Johnsgard. Los Trancos Open Space
Preserve, Located on Page Mill Road., Los
Altos. Call 691-1200. www.openspace.org.
Explorer Hike Wed., Sept. 7, 10:30 a.m.-
2 p.m. Moderately-paced, 3-5-mile hike
with docents Siefken Krieger, Jim Rea, and
Dennis Smith. The route for the hike will be
determined based on prevailing trail/weath-
er conditions.  Thornewood Open Space
Preserve, Woodside. Call 691-1200.
www.openspace.org.
Labor Day Weekend Adventure Mon.,
Sept. 5, 8:30 a.m.-noon. A 5.6-mile, mod-
erately-paced hike with docents Marilyn
and Bill Bauriedel. Long Ridge Open
Space Preserve, Grizzly Flat Trailhead, Palo
Alto. Call 691-1200. www.openspace.org.
Sierra Club Hike Sat., Sept. 4, carpool at
9:45 a.m. For a moderately paced hike at
Castle Rock 6 miles, 1000ft. Carpool
meets at Page Mill Park and Ride. Bring
lunch and liquids; boots recommended.
For more info, visit the Sierra Club website. 

Clubs/Meetings
Black Sheep Handweavers Guild Meeting
Slide/lecture by Deborah Corsini “Exploring
the Eccentric Wedge Weave” Thu., Sept.
8, 7:30 p.m. Woodside Village Church,
3154 Woodside Rd., Woodside. Call 948-
0705. www.blacksheepguild.org.

Religion/Spirituality
Gospel Music Workshop and Concert
Featuring recording artist James Hall of
James Hall Worship and Praise. Sept. 8-9:
nightly workshops, 7 p.m.; Sept. 10: con-
cert, 5 p.m. Donation $50 for adults/$35 for
students 13-21 with student I.D. Price in-
cludes 2 nights of workshops plus concert.
Concert only: $30 in advance/$35 at the
door. Group rates available. Mt. Olive A.O.H.
Church of God, 605 Hamilton Ave., Menlo
Park. Call 853-0357. www.mtolive.org.

Volunteers
Literacy in the Garden Program brings el-
ementary school students to the garden.
Students interact with adults and learn new
vocabulary words. No gardening experi-
ence needed. 8 week program: Tue., Sept.
13-Nov. 1, 12:30-2:30 p.m. Training pro-
vided on Sept. 13. Reserve by Sept. 9.
Mountain View Senior Center, 266 Escuela
Ave., Mountain View. Call 940-6024.
www.mvlaae.net.
Tutor Volunteer Orientation Vision Liter-
acy needs tutor volunteers to help adults
build their literacy skills. Tutor volunteer
opportunities exist in community literacy,
family literacy, substance abuse treatment
programs and correctional facilities. Tutor
volunteer orientation Wed., Sept. 7, 6:30
p.m.  Mountain View Library, 585 Franklin
St., Mountain View. Call (408) 262-1349.
www.visionliteracy.org.

Support Groups
Young Women’s Breast Cancer Support
Group To discuss issues such as children,
fertility, health concerns, dating, aggressive
treatments, and connecting with other
young women. Tuesdays, Sept. 6 and 20,
6:30-8:30 p.m. Free admission. Commu-
nity Breast Health Project, 545 Bryant St.,
Palo Alto. Call 326-6686. www.cbhp.org.

Community Events
Friends of the Palo Alto Library Book Dis-
cussion Group Sept. 8, 7:30-9 p.m. “Em-
bers” by Sandor Marai. Lucie Stern Com-
munity Center, 1305 Middlefield Rd., Palo
Alto. Call 329-2134. www.fopalbook
group.homestead.com.

Dance
Ballroom Dancing Fri., Sept. 2, tango
taught at 8 p.m.; dancing 9-midnight. Be-
ginning and intermediate levels, no expe-
rience necessary, no partner necessary.
Free refreshments, $7. Cubberley Com-
munity Center Pavilion, 4000 Middlefield
Rd., Palo Alto. Call 856-9930. www.geo
cities.com/fridaynightdance.

Art Galleries
Beyond Ornamental Featuring 20 interna-
tional jewelry artist. Opening reception with
the show curator, Charon Kransen. Work
displayed through Sept. 3. DeNovo, 250
University Ave., Palo Alto. Call 327-1256.
www.denovo.com.

Goings On
The best of what’s happening on the Midpeninsula

www.PaloAltoOnline.com
If it’s useful and local, it’s on Palo Alto Online!

CALENDAR. Information for
Weekly and Master Community
Calendar listings must now be
submitted online. Please go to
www.PaloAltoOnline.com,
click on “Master
Community Calendar,”
and then click on “Submit
a listing.” Listings are
published in the papers
on a space-available basis. 

NEWS. The online form is for
Calendar listings only. To submit
information for possible use
elsewhere in the paper, send it

the usual way: e-mail
editor@paweekly.com; fax (650)
326-3928, Attn: Editor; or mail to
Editor, Palo Alto Weekly, 703

High St., Palo Alto, CA
94301.

QUESTIONS? If you have
questions, call the
reception desk at the Palo

Alto Weekly between 8:30 a.m.
and 5:30 p.m. weekdays, (650)
326-8210. After hours, you may
press zero and leave a message
in the general mailbox. 

For complete Calendar listings, go to www.PaloAltoOnline.com 
and click on “Master Community Calendar.” 

CALENDAR LISTINGS
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Sports
Shorts

Friday
Women’s volleyball: Stanford vs.

Maine, 1:30 p.m., KZSU (90.1 FM)
Prep sports: High School Sports Fo-

cus, 11 p.m., KICU (36) rebroadcast Sun-
day at 7 p.m.

Saturday
Women’s volleyball: Stanford in

Boston College Tournament, 11 a.m.,
KZSU (90.1 FM)

College football: Stanford Cardinal
Football, 4 p.m., Fox Sports Net

Sunday
Prep sports: Cal-Hi Bay Area, 5:30

p.m., KRON (4) rebroadcast Monday at 7
p.m. on Fox Sports Net

ON THE AIR

For expanded daily coverage of college
and prep sports, please see our online
edition at www.PaloAltoOnline.com

SPORTS ONLINE

OAKS’ CORNER . . . The Menlo
College women’s volleyball team
defeated host Cal State Stanis-
laus, 30-24, 30-25, 30-26, in a
nonconference match on
Wednesday. Freshman outside
hitter Malia Pires recorded 13
kills and 12 digs, and senior set-
ter Kari Shimomura had 25 as-
sists for the Oaks (2-3). Sopho-
more libero Christa Hewett
added 22 digs for Menlo, which
meets Pacific Union in its home
opener on Tuesday at 7 p.m.

POP WARNER OPENERS . . .
The Palo Alto Knights’ Pop
Warner Football program will
open the 2005 season on Sun-
day at Palo Alto High. The Mighty
Mites kick things off against
Delta Bay of Pittsburg at 8 a.m.,
followed by the Jr. Pee Wee
Black Knights at 10 a.m., the Jr.
Pee Wee Knights at noon, Pee
Wee’s at 2 p.m. and Jr. Midgets
at 4 p.m. The Knights tuned up
for the campaign with their annu-
al Jamboree last weekend,
against the Bayside Broncos of
San Carlos. The Mighty Mites
won, 36-6; the Jr. Pee Wee
Knights posted a 12-7 triumph,
the Jr. Pee Wee Black Knights
rolled to a 32-7 win, the Pee
Wee’s won by 32-0 and the Jr.
Midgets came away with a 33-0
victory. The program has a
record 160 players in uniform this
season, enough to add a new
10-11 team, the Black Knights.

SWIM CHAMP . . . Palo Alto
resident Daniela Barnea broke
five Pacific Association records
and lowered her own national
mark in the 200 butterfly during
the Masters National Long
Course Swimming Champi-
onships held recently in Mission
Viejo. More than 1,100 swim-
mers competed from more than
150 clubs. Stanford Masters had
five swimmers, including Barnea
in the 60-64 age division. She
lowered her national mark in the
200 fly to 3:26.54, broke a Pacif-
ic Association mark in the 400 IM
by 16 seconds (to 7:06.04), and
won the 100 breast. A total of 34
individual world age-group
records were set.

Sacred Heart Prep junior Travis Benson, who scored one of his team’s goals in a 2-1 victory to win the CCS Divi-
sion III title last season, returns to help strengthen another potent Gators’ offense in 2005.

Keith Peters
Keith Peters

This is the first in a series of stories
previewing the high school fall
sports season. Today: boys’ soccer.

by Keith Peters 

Juan Camahort has been coaching
the Sacred Heart Prep boys’ soc-
cer team for 10 years. Yet, he has

never faced a new season like he is
now.

The Gators are coming off the
greatest year in the program’s histo-
ry, a fabulous 21-0-1 campaign in
2004 that was capped by a sixth
Central Coast Section Division III
championships - the team’s fourth
in five seasons.

Thus, there is little room for im-
provement for the 2005 squad.

“One tie. That’s the only thing we
can improve on,” Camahort said.

A year ago, SHP entered the sea-
son having everything to shoot for

following a 2003 season that saw no
Private School Athletic League or
CCS titles. Now, the Gators not only
have championships to defend, but
have that huge success of ‘04 hang-
ing over them like some impossible
goal to shoot for.

“I told them that last year was
probably a once-in-a-lifetime thing
and that we need to put that behind
us,” Camahort explained. “We can’t
try to duplicate last year. If it hap-
pens, it happens. We just need to
shoot for defending our titles and
not worry about the record. Hope-
fully, we won’t get complacent after
winning the way we did last year.”

Camahort, whose team opens the
PSAL season Friday at Woodside
Priory at 3:30 p.m., already has tak-
en steps to insure a tougher schedule.

MEN’S WATER POLO

It’s life
without
Azevedo

Stanford opens season
without four-time

USA player of year
by Rick Eymer

With Tony Azevedo off play-
ing professional water polo
in Italy, Stanford looks to

reach the NCAA national champi-
onship match for a 19th time in 30
years with a new-look lineup.

“Losing the best player in the
country a positive?” Stanford coach
John Vargas said. “That’s going to
be a big void we need to fill. This
will be a completely different team.”

The latest Cardinal edition takes
to the pool for its first match at noon
on Sunday against visiting Santa
Clara and the goal remains the
same: get to
the NCAA
tournament.

S t a n f o r d
(23-5 last
year) has to fill
more than
Azevedo’s ab-
sence, but with
returning All-
A m e r i c a n
Thomas Hop-
kins among the
top returning players, Vargas re-
mains confident his team will re-
main competi-
tive through-
out the season.

“If we’re
able to play in
the 90 per-
centile week in
and week out,
at the end of
the season
we’ll be in the
hunt,” he said.
“These players
have the discipline to do that.”

Hopkins and fellow senior Peter
Varellas will be counted upon for
the bulk of the offensive production.
They combined for 116 goals last
year, and ranked just behind Azeve-
do (80) in scoring. In fact, Stanford
returns three of its top five scorers as
junior Tyler Drake added 23 goals.

Hopkins takes over Azevedo’s
spot in the pool.

“He’s playing Tony’s position but
he’s a different type of player and
has a different flair to it,” Vargas
said. “He’s a great driver and he’s
effective.”

Hopkins, Varellas and junior J.J.
Garton will serve as tri-captains this
season.

“They all saw a lot of playing
time in  the last few championship
games,” Vargas said. “There are a
few guys back who saw significant
playing time. They’ve been looking
good in practice.”
Palo Alto High grad Ryan Fortune
returns to assume a bigger role with
the Cardinal. He earned a starting
job this year as a set defender. He
scored 10 goals last year.SHP senior Cory Hatton has a new

role this season.

BOYS’ PREP SOCCER

SHP focuses on defending
titles after 21-0-1 season

Woodside Priory, Pinewood hoping to break through 
with winning seasons despite tough PSAL schedule

(continued on page 27) (continued on page 26)

Thomas Hopkins

Peter Varellas
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Sports

FIELD HOCKEY
Nonconference

Tuesday
Delaware 3 2 —  5
Stanford 0 1 —  1

D - Howard (Hinsley); Howard (unassist-
ed); Kao (Evans); Swain (unassisted); Deimler
(Brewer).

S — Richardson (Halliday, Drewes).
Records - Stanford 0-2; Delaware 3-0

Schedule
FRIDAY

Field hockey
College women - Iowa at Stanford, 1 p.m.

Soccer
College women - San Jose State at Stan-

ford, 7 p.m.
Volleyball

College women — Stanford vs. Maine at
Boston College Tournament, 1:30 p.m.

SATURDAY
Football

College - Mock Game at Stanford, 9:20
a.m.; Menlo College at McMurry State, 4 p.m.

Soccer
College men - Occidental College at Men-

lo, 3 p.m.
College women - Occidental College at

Menlo, 3 p.m.
Volleyball

College women — Stanford vs. Syracuse
at Boston College Tournament, 11 a.m.

SUNDAY
Field hockey

College women - Syracuse at Stanford,
11 a.m.

Football
Pop Warner — Delta Bay Buccaneers

(Pittsburg) vs. Palo Alto Knights at Palo Alto
High: Mighty Mites, 8 a.m., Jr. Pee Wee Black
Knights, 10 a.m.; Jr. Pee Wee Knights, noon;
Pee Wee, 2 p.m.; Jr. Midgets, 4 p.m.

Soccer
College men - Stanford at UC Davis, 1

p.m.

SCOREBOARD

by Rick Eymer

For former Stanford star Laura
Granville, the seventh time was
the charm.

Granville, a two-time NCAA sin-
gles champion, reached the third
round of the U.S. Open with a 6-4,
5-7, 7-5 victory over Nicole Pratt on
Wednesday. It’s Granville’s first trip
past the second round in her seventh
trip to the tournament in New York.

Granville, ranked No. 71 in the
world, beat Silvia
Farina Elia, 6-2, 6-
1, in the first
round. She will
meet ninth-seeded
Nadia Petrova in
the third round. It
will be their first-
ever meeting.

Granville improved to 2-0 against
Pratt - also beating her in the first
round of the 2002 Wimbledon - by
taking advantage of even double
faults. She had 45 winners.

Granville improved to 9-9 in WTA
events this year, 28-15 overall. She
reached the semifinals of the DFS
Classic in June, her best finish of the
season. She is looking for her first
WTA tournament singles title.
Granville owns five ITF titles.

Granville won 59 percent of her
first serves against Pratt and was ef-
fective approaching the net. Her
fastest serve was 106 MPH and she
averaged 96 on her first serves.

Former Stanford players Marissa

Irvin and Anne Kremer each lost in
the first round.

Kim Clijsters has an extra incen-
tive as she tries to win her first ma-
jor tournament. The Belgium won
the U.S. Open Series, which began
with her winning the Bank of the
West title at Stanford, and could win
$2.2 million by capturing the U.S.
Open crown.

On the men’s side, former Menlo
School player Dmitry Tursunov de-

feated Marko Bagh-
datis, 6-4, 6-3, 6-4,
in the first round
and advances to
meet 21st seed Fer-
nando Gonzalez.

Stanford grad
Paul Goldstein lost
his first-round sin-

gles match to Gustavo Kuerten but
he and partner (and former Stanford
teammate) Jim Thomas advanced in
doubles competition with a 4-6, 6-4,
6-2 victory over Mark Knowles and
Daniel Nestor. Their second-round
opponent has yet to be determined.

Former Stanford players Bob
Bryan and Mike Bryan, seeded sec-
ond, also advanced with a 7-6 (7-5),
1-6, 6-3 victory over Arnaud
Clement and Sebastian Grosjean.

Stanford product Jared Palmer and
partner Travis Parrott also advanced
with a 7-5, 6-4 win over Lucas
Arnold and Petr Pala. They will
meet Thomas Johansson and Robbie
Koening in the next round.■

“He saw significant time last year
and he’s doing real well,” Vargas
said.

Stanford finished second to UCLA
in the NCAA tournament, dropping
a 10-9 decision in overtime to the
Bruins in the national championship
match in front of a sellout crowd at
Avery Aquatic Center last Decem-
ber. The two teams met five times
last year, with UCLA winning three
of the matches, and all but one de-
cided by one goal.

“UCLA, Cal and USC have clear-
ly separated themselves from the rest
of the pack,” Vargas said. “It will be
a fight but we can compete with
these teams.”

Stanford routinely maintains one
of the toughest schedules in the na-
tion. Being a member of the Moun-
tain Pacific Sports Federation plays
a large part in that, as does compet-
ing in both the SouCal and NorCal
tournaments, which attracts the top
15 teams in the country.

Once again the NCAA tournament
will be limited to four teams, which
always means some deserving team
or two from the MPSF gets bumped
in favor of automatic bids from two
other conferences who host men’s
water polo in the country.

The NCAA women’s water polo
tournament was expanded to eight
teams for the first time last spring to
rave reviews. The men’s side is mak-
ing a big push to expand their tour-
nament for next season.

In the preseason National Colle-
giate Top 20, the top seven teams
are all from the MPSF, and all nine
teams are included among the top
12. Stanford finds itself ranked
fourth.

The key for teams from the MPSF
is to not only focus on winning the

conference tournament at the end of
the season, but to positions them-
selves for the sole at-large berth
available.

“We have had numerous conver-
sations about where we want to fin-
ish and what we need to do to put us
in position,” Vargas said. “There are
five criteria for the at-large bid,
which you use as a safety net and set
yourself up for. One of the criteria is
strength of schedule, so the in-sea-
son tournaments become very im-
portant.”

Stanford earned the automatic bid
last year, beating UCLA in the con-
ference tournament title match.

“The outstanding thing about the
MPSF tournament is that if you held
the same tournament a week later,
you’re likely to see three different
teams at the top,” Vargas said. “It’s
that competitive.”

It also makes the early season
matches important in terms of de-
veloping the team.

While Hopkins has the experience
to take over an important role, it’s a
little different at goalkeeper, where
one of four relative newcomers will
vie to replace graduated All-Ameri-
can Chad Taylor.

One of those vying for the job is
Menlo School grad Jimmie Sand-
man.

“I am very happy with the way he
is playing and how he is fitting in,”
Vargas said. “As with anything, it’s
new and it’s going to take a little
time but he’s going to be a great
player.”

Vargas suggested he may split
time with his goalies, and that things
could change weekly. Sandman is
joined by junior Beau Stockwell,
sophomore Sandy Hohener and jun-
ior David Carlson, who has just re-
cently returned to practice follow-
ing an injury. ■

Paly grad Ryan Fortune

Date Opponent Time
Sunday vs. Santa Clara noon
Sept. 10 vs. UC Davis noon
Sept. 11 vs. UC Santa Cruz noon
Sept. 17 at SoCal tourney All Day
Sept. 18 at SoCal tourney All Day
Sept. 29 vs. Pacific 7 p.m.
Oct. 1 at California noon
Oct. 8 at Pacific* noon
Oct. 14 vs. Loyola Marymount 6 p.m.
Oct. 15 at NorCal tourney All Day
Oct. 16 at NorCal tourney All Day
Oct. 22 at Long Beach St.* noon
Oct. 29 vs. UCLA* TBA
Oct. 30 vs. Pepperdine* noon
Nov. 5 at USC* TBA
Nov. 6 at UC Irvine* noon
Nov.12 vs. UCSB* 12 p.m.
Nov.19 vs. California* noon
Nov. 25 MPSF Tournament
Nov. 26 MPSF Tournament
Nov. 27 MPSF Tournament
Dec. 3 NCAAs at Lewisburg, Pa.
Dec. 4 NCAAs at Lewisburg, Pa.
* MPSF

MEN’S WATER POLO
G

onzalesphoto.com

Courtesy U.S. O
pen

Water polo
(continued from page 25)

Stanford graduate Laura Granville reached the third round of the U.S. Open
for the first time in her career with a victory on Wednesday.

PRO TENNIS

Stanford graduate Granville
reaches the third round

by Rick Eymer

Stanford junior Jennifer Wilson
was looking forward to the
women’s volleyball trip to the

Boston College tournament, which
continues through Saturday, almost
as much as a baseball fan than as a
volleyball player.

Wilson gets a chance to watch her
favorite team, the Boston Red Sox,
in action at Fenway Park.

“This is a dream come true,” Wil-
son said. “I am so excited to be sur-
rounded by Red Sox fans, and have
the opportunity to see a game at such
an historic stadium.”

Stanford plans a trip to Fenway
on Sunday before traveling to New
Hampshire for a match on Tuesday.

The Cardinal (1-1 entering Thurs-
day night’s match against host
Boston College) will be just as busy
off the court as on this weekend.

Stanford players will participate
in autograph sessions in Boston and
New Hampshire and both places an-
ticipate record crowds for the visit
from the defending national cham-
pions.

Stanford plays Maine today and

Syracuse on Saturday in Boston.
Meanwhile, starting middle block-

er Lizzie Suiter is still recovering
from a sprained ankle suffered just
before the start of the 2005 season

While waiting for a connecting
flight from Denver to San Francisco
last Sunday, the Stanford women’s
volleyball team ran into former Stan-
ford player Paula McNamee in the
Denver Airport. McNamee was fly-
ing to Hawaii with her husband, for-
mer Stanford basketball player Tim
Young, on their honeymoon. The
couple were married the day before.

Women’s soccer
Stanford opens its home schedule

today at 7 p.m. as San Jose State
comes to Maloney Field.

The Cardinal (0-1) are coming off
a loss at Portland.

Stanford has won all three previ-
ous matches from the Spartans, who
have been outscored 11-2 in three
matches this season.

Stanford travels to USF (0-2) on
Sunday for a 1 p.m. match. The Car-
dinal have never lost in 16 meetings
with the Lady Dons

Men’s soccer
Stanford continues its opening

weekend with a match at UC Davis
on Sunday at 1 p.m.

The Cardinal hosted San Jose
State on Thursday night.

Stanford holds an 18-11-3 advan-
tage in the all-time series against the
Spartans and have won the last four
meetings between the two teams in-
cluding a 1-0 victory last year. San
Jose State last beat Stanford in 1988.

Stanford leads the all-time series
with UC Davis, 9-3-2.

Field hockey
Stanford will be looking for its

first win of the season today when
Iowa comes to town for a 1 p.m.
nonconference match.

The Cardinal (0-2) dropped their
second straight on Tuesday, losing to
visiting Delaware, 5-1.

Cross country
Both the Stanford men’s and

women’s teams open their season on
Saturday at the USF Invitational in
Golden Gate Park. Races begin at 9
a.m..■

Stanford women’s volleyball team
keeps busy on the court and off
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Woodside Priory junior Victor Aguirre (center) gave his team a quick 1-0 lead Tuesday, getting past Eastside Prep de-
fender Giovani Matta (left) and drilling a shot through the hands of keeper Joaquin Magana. Priory won, 3-1.

Keith Peters

The annual Gator Classic, a tourna-
ment the Gators usually dominate,
has been cancelled. In its place, SHP
will compete in the Del Campo In-
vitational in Sacramento on Sept. 9-
10 and likely face its toughest com-
petition of the season.

Camahort is willing to suffer a loss
or two this season, as long as his
team realizes its most important
goals - win another PSAL crown and
then defend its CCS title. Nothing
else, Camahort says, really matters.

“It’s nice to be undefeated, but it’s
not necessary,” Camahort said. “We
just have to zero in on our goals.”

Sacred Heart lost nine seniors off
its championship team. Another key
player, Alex Vukic, did not return
for his senior season. He led the
Gators in scoring last year with 17
goals as SHP scored 85 in 22 match-
es.

The Gators still have plenty of of-
fense from juniors Travis Benson
and Michael McMahon, who scored
the goals in SHP’s 2-1 win over Val-
ley Christian-Dublin in the 2004
CCS title match. VC Dublin provid-
ed the only blemish on the Gators’
record with a 2-2 deadlock five days
earlier.

Senior Cory Hatton will bolster
the offense after being moved from
stopper to center midfielder. Senior
Andrew Ninnemann will join Hat-
ton in the midfield to give the Gators
plenty of experience upfront.

The defense, which allowed only
11 goals and registered 14 shutouts a
year ago,  also looks set with return-
ing senior keeper Garrick Yuen
joined by junior sweeper Kevin Boc-
ci and senior Keegan Leary. The
wings look to be JV grads Mark Sal-
laberry and Grant Gramaglia, both
juniors. Herve Sarner, the team’s
only sophomore, is expected to be
the new stopper.

Also contributing will be senior
returnees Brooks Miller, Drew Cat-
termole and Sean Jordan. Newcom-
ers include juniors Adam Leao,

Daniel Jones, Kevin McFarland,
Mike Sember and backup keeper
Will Van Alstyne.

“We’re going to be good, there’s
no question,” Camahort said. “But, at
the beginning of the season you
don’t know what the other schools
are going to do.”

The other schools, however, know
what Sacred Heart Prep is going to
do - staunchly defend its titles.

Pinewood
The Panthers have a new coach in

Tom Skousen, a former head coach
at Palo Alto. Skousen has inherited a
young team that graduated eight sen-
iors from a 6-11 squad in 2004, leav-
ing him with the chore of teaching
basic skills.

Competing in the competitive
PSAL against the likes of Sacred
Heart Prep, King’s Academy, Red-
wood Christian and VC-Dublin
makes it tough to post a winning sea-
son. With that said, Skousen believes
his team has the work ethic “that will
allow us to compete in each game.
That is my goal for the season,” Sk-
ousen said, “to play together defen-
sively and connected on offense.”

Skousen has a handful of skilled
players in junior forward Micah
Hecht, junior goalie-turned forward
Tyler Mosher, newcomer Connor
Whitlock and senior forward-turned-
goalie Drew Rice. 

Woodside Priory
The Panthers went 8-9-2 last sea-

son, a slight improvement over the 8-
10-1 mark from 2003. They have a
new coach in Damian Cohen and
hopes of getting past the .500
plateau.

“We have a balanced team of both
seasoned seniors as well as skilled
freshmen,” Cohen said. “I believe
we have more depth on our bench
than we have had in the past. What
we lack in height/speed we make up
for with ball control and an under-
standing of the game.

“Offensively, we are sound. De-
fensively, our team needs to work on
its shape and tactics. By the second
week or so of the season, I expect

that we will fully compete in every
game that we partake. In the mean-
time, like every other team, we just
need to get some games under our
feet, play together a little more, and
get some of the rust off.”

Priory did just that this week,
opening the season with a 3-1 win
over Eastside Prep on Tuesday and a
3-1 win over East Palo Alto High on
Wednesday as Eric Park scored two
goals.

The competition, however, gets
tougher in a hurry with the Panthers
hosting defending champ Sacred
Heart Prep today at 3:30 p.m.

Cohen takes over a team that lost
eight seniors but returns eight
starters, even though he doesn’t look
at his lineup quite that way.

“I don’t have starters,” he said.
“Anyone could be a starter on any
given day. I don’t have captains right
now. I am still watching the cream
rise.”

Surfacing after earning all-league
recognition last season are seniors
Jay Sohn (currently injured), Justin
Crandall and Park. Cohen noted that
trio has earned the right to be singled
out and expects the three will con-
tribute to whatever success the team
enjoys this season.

“That isn’t to say I don’t have a
lineup in my head, but I suppose one
of the changes that I am instituting is
that everyone has to compete for a
job every single day,” Cohen said.
“We have guys who started on the
varsity team last year, presently play-
ing on the JV team. I want the right
kind of player on my team. That
doesn’t necessarily mean the most
gifted, but it could mean the most
committed.

“Ultimately,” continued Cohen,
“what I believe this will create, is a
scrappy team. Nothing is being
handed to them. Anyone could sit.
Anyone could start. Anyone could
be sent down. They essentially have
to earn their keep.”

Along with that philosophy, Co-
hen has tried to balance intense
workouts while building team chem-
istry - all the while trying to remain
healthy and ready for the season. ■

Sacred Heart Prep senior keeper Garrick Yuen hopes to get his hands on a
lot of shots this season for the defending CCS Division III champions.

Boys’ soccer
(continued from page 25)

BOYS SOCCER
Nonleague

Eastside Prep 1 0 — 1
Woodside Priory 3 0 — 3

EP - Veloz (unassisted)
WP - Aguirre (unassisted), J. Park (unas-

sisted), E. Park (unassisted)
Records: Eastside Prep 0-1, Woodside

Priory 1-0
East Palo Alto 0 1 — 1
St. Lawrence 1 2 — 3

EPA - Diaz (unassisted)
SL - Dewhirst (Mitchell), Dowell (Cornelio),

Rattazzi (Carroll)
Records: East Palo Alto 0-1, St. Lawrence

1-0
Other results: Pinewood d. Latino College

Prep by forfeit
Wednesday

Woodside Priory 2 1 — 3
East Palo Alto 0 1 — 1

WP - E. Park (unassisted), E. Park (unas-
sisted), J. Park (Barriga)

EPA  — not reported
Records: Woodside Priory 2-0

GIRLS VOLLEYBALL
Nonleague

At Pinewood
Notre Dame-San Jose d. Pinewood, 25-

20, 25-17, 25-23. Top players: Andreacchi
(P) 8 kills.

Records: Pinewood 1-3

Schedule
FRIDAY
Football

Nonleague — Woodside at Palo Alto
(scrimmage), 6 p.m.; Menlo-Atherton at Mor-
ro Bay (scrimmage)

Boys soccer
PSAL — Pinewood at Redwood Christian,

3 p.m.; Sacred Heart Prep at Woodside Pri-

ory, 4 p.m.  
Girls volleyball

Nonleague — Pinewood at Lynbrook,
5:30 p.m.

Girls water polo
Nonleague — Peninsula Challenge at

Castilleja

SATURDAY
Football

Nonleague — Menlo at San Mateo, 2
p.m.; El Camino at Sacred Heart Prep, 2 p.m.

Girls volleyball
Nonleague — Milpitas Spikefest I Tourna-

ment: Menlo, Castilleja, Sacred Heart Prep,
Menlo-Atherton entered, 8 a.m.

Girls water polo
Nonleague — Menlo at Rio Americano

(scrimmage), 10 a.m.; Peninsula Challenge
at Castilleja

TUESDAY
Girls golf

PAL — Menlo-Atherton vs. Burlingame at
Poplar Creek, 3:30 p.m.

Boys soccer
PSAL — Woodside Priory at St. Lawrence,

3:30 p.m.; King’s Academy at Pinewood, 3:30
p.m.

Girls tennis
Nonleague — Notre Dame-Belmont vs.

Castilleja at Cubberley Community Center,
3:30 p.m.; Aragon at Palo Alto (scrimmage),
3:30 p.m. 

WEDNESDAY
Girls tennis

Nonleague — Palo Alto at Menlo-Ather-
ton, 3:30 p.m.

Girls volleyball
Nonleague — Urban at Castilleja, 5 p.m.;

Pinewood at Lincoln (SF), 5:30 p.m.

HIGH SCHOOL SCOREBOARD
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(888) I-GOT-2-PLAN

AFS Financial Advisor - Sandeep Varma & Associates
A $950.00 attendance fee will be charged to all stockbrokers, insurance agents and legal professionals.

DUE TO LIMITED SEATING CALL JENNIFER:
(888) I-GOT-2-PLAN

(888) 446-8275 or (650) 243-2224
Securities offered through Linsco/Private Ledger (LPL) • Member NASD/SIPC

Sandeep Varma, LPL Registered Representative, Ca Insurance License #0790710 (09-2005)

The 7 BIGGEST MISTAKES
TRUSTEES OFTEN MAKE

Who Should Attend?
Persons who have created trusts

or are named as trustees of a trust

What You Will Learn
✓ Avoid Common Trustee Mistakes
✓ Federal Regulations for Trustees
✓ Trustee Planning Techniques
✓ Why Living Trusts May Fail
✓ New IRS Tax Codes
✓ IRAs: Unexpected Tax

Consequences
✓ The New IRA Regulations

Congratulations! You’ve established your own Trust, the first step to securing your financial future. Today, many people have creat-
ed trusts as a means of ensuring the orderly transition of their estate. A trust can serve as a sophisticated management & investment-
planning vehicle in a complex world. Most persons named as trustees do not have the required skills and knowledge demanded by today’s
courts. Only a few fully understand the obligations and liabilities associated with serving as a trustee.

The role of a trustee requires more than simply signing documents. 
Family trusts often unravel due to time, circumstance, improper planning and implementation. Proper planning and education can help
ensure that your desires become reality for future generations. Sadly, most trustees fail to adequately understand the significance of their
responsibilities. Learn how not to fail as a trustee. This workshop will provide essential training for trustees and trustors of living trusts.

Congratulations,
your family trust
is now complete.

How should we
tell the kids?

Should we even
tell them?

At least our
children won’t have

to struggle like
we did.

Why don’t you go
on a long vacation?

I don’t want to
think about this.

Mom & Dad,
This is your money,

enjoy it. Don’t
worry about us.

I hope this doesn’t 
split the family.

I wonder what
they’re really thinking?

7 BIGGEST MISTAKES
SM

invites you to a Free Educational Workshop on

ADVANCED TRUSTEE STRATEGIES
invites you to a Free Educational Workshop on

SOUND FAMILIAR?SOUND FAMILIAR?
© ATS 1999-2005

Sandeep Varma
ATS Financial Advisor

Jack White
ATS Spokesperson

MENLO PARK
Stanford Park Hotel
100 El Camino Real
Monday, September 12
10:00 AM - 12:30 PM

PALO ALTO
Crown Plaza Cabana
4290 El Camino Real
Tuesday, September 13
10:00 AM - 12:30 PM

PALO ALTO
Crown Plaza Cabana
4290 El Camino Real
Tuesday, September 13

6:00 PM - 8:30 PM

PORTOLA VALLEY
Parkside Grille Restaurant

884 Portola Road
Wednesday, September 14

10:00 AM - 12:30 PM

ATS Financial Advisor - Sandeep Varma & Associates
A $950.00 attendance fee will be charged to all stockbrokers, insurance agents and legal professionals.

NEW!

(am) (pm)
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