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P A L O  A L T O

Country V I L L A G E

Town &
Wishing you a happy Mother’s Day

Now Featuring

Pea
chPecan

CoffeeCake!

67 Town & Country Village
Palo Alto/Stanford

650.327.4111
www.hobees.com

31
years

Sophistication does have a price.

Save

1 0%
off sale & new

merchandise

with coupon
offer valid through

May 20, 2005

STUART’S
APPAREL

Nellie K. Inc.
18 Town & Country • Palo Alto

650.326.4786

Treat her to one of
these great shows!

Broadway and TV star
BeBe Neuwirth in “Here Lies Jenny”

The hit Broadway show
“Wicked” Aug. 4 — Sept. 11

Gift Certificates always available

Peninsula Box Office
70 Town & Country Village

(650) 322-3100

W
elcome spring with exciting furniture & accessories

5 7  T o w n  &  C o u n t r y
V i l l a g e

P a l o  A l t o

6 5 0  4 6 3  5 9 5 0

o p e n  7  d a y s  a  w e e k

Join us for Mother’s Day brunch

S E A F O O D

P A L O  A LT O

650/323-1555
#1 Town & Country Village
www.scottsseafood.com

B r u n c h  s e r v e d  9 a m - 3 p m
D i n n e r  s e r v e d  3 p m - 9 p m

“Let our experts do your
watch and jewelry repairs.”

• Top Quality 14K-18K Gold & Platinum Jewelry
• Many one of a kind designer pieces
• Expert Personal Service

SAVE 20% WITH THIS AD
Expires May 15, 2005

Jay Alan Jewelers

Fine Jewelry • Art Objects • Expert Jewelry & Watch Repair
14 Town & Country Village

Palo Alto, CA
(650) 462-9900

Since 1966

Celebrate Better Hearing Month
Hearing aids have been shown to improve quality of life, both physically

and mentally. Plus, many hearing aid wearers say their relationships,
self-esteem and overall life have improved since they've gotten

hearing aids. So what are you waiting for? Give our office a call today.
We’ll even give you a free digital hearing aid demonstration!

ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE
distinguishes between speech and noise

Barbara Williams
Hearing Instrument Specialist

((( GET HEARING EMPOWERED )))
Oticon Syncro

SM

Palo Alto
Hearing Aid

Center
103 Town & Country Village

Palo Alto
(across from  Cookbook Restaurant)

(650) 327-2273

Hearing aids help many people hear better,
but no hearing aid can solve every hearing

problem. Individual results may vary.

Now Offering
Oticon • Syncro

Happy 
Mother’s Day!

855 El Camino Real, Palo Alto (650) 322-2150
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Upfront
Local news, information and analysis

A controversial program to
“calm” neighborhood traffic
will shut down, a beloved sum-

mer theatre program for young adults
will end, and 18 city employees will
be laid off if the Palo Alto City Coun-
cil approves the city manager’s pro-
posed $120 million budget.

The proposal for 2005-06, unveiled

on Thursday, prompted an immedi-
ate outcry from union leaders wor-
ried about their at-risk workers and
from those who care deeply about
the targeted programs.

Other proposed cuts include the
end of outdoor programs run by the
city’s rangers, various increased fees,
slower police enforcement of park-

ing and noise violations, and reduced
outreach to businesses.

Theatergoers could also see a new
$1 fee on tickets for shows in city fa-
cilities. It’s a fee that would affect
prices for Theatreworks and Palo Alto
Players performances, among others.

Nonprofits the local government
supports could also see a 5 percent
reduction in the city’s contributions
to their budgets.

And the city manager is also pro-

posing that property owners co-pay a
portion of sidewalk repairs, which
the city has entirely funded until now.

The city’s General Fund is facing
a projected $5.2 million shortfall, the
result primarily of declining tax rev-
enues and increasing employee
costs, according to City Manger
Frank Benest. If the council ap-
proves his budget, it will bring the
city’s spending in line with its pro-
jected revenues for this and future

years, he said.
The city’s utilities are budgeted

separately from the general fund.
The city manager insisted the cuts

were needed. “We just don’t have
any more rabbits to pull out of our
hats,” Benest said. 

In the past few years, the city cut
40 positions through attrition, and
there were few cuts to public servic-
es, aside from the elimination of a

N
icholas W

right

(continued on page 5)

Eighteen layoffs part of city manager’s proposed budget 
by Bill D’Agostino

P ublic Works Director Glenn
Roberts has worked for the
City of Palo Alto for 12 years.

Until this week’s storm-drain meas-
ure, never in that time had voters
approved a city-initiated election.
But on Tuesday, the city won a

decisive victory — 58.2 percent of
ballots were cast in favor of a pro-
posed increase to the monthly
storm-drain fee. Roberts called it

“a very momentous event.”
“It’s really the first time in six or

seven years that the community
has said ‘Yes.’ to a commitment to
rebuilding out city infrastructure,”
said former Mayor Gary Fazzino.

The victory is a dramatic turn-
around from 2000, when a simi-
lar proposal only received 37
percent in favor.

The newly successful measure

will increase the monthly fee from
$4.25 for the average residential
property to $10. Larger commercial
properties will be charged signifi-
cantly more than residential ones. 

The increase will raise approxi-
mately $35 million in 12 years to
improve and expand the city’s ag-
ing and inefficient storm-drain sys-
tem, which carries rainwater off
streets and into creeks.

Numerous city officials, both past
and present, described the successful
election as a “vote of confidence.” 

“I’m very pleased,” Councilman
Jack Morton said. “The commu-
nity is to be applauded for it, and
I think the community recognizes
step-by-step we are going to solve
some of the longstanding prob-
lems in Palo Alto.”

The first of seven projects to be
built with the funds will likely be a
$4.5 million “pump station” to aid
neighbors of the volatile San Fran-
cisquito Creek. The pumps will
help clear the streets when the wa-
ter level in the creek is higher than
the water level in the storm-drain
system’s pipes. The area affected is
approximately 1,250-acres large.

More than half of the 19,700 bal-
lots mailed to property owners were
returned by the April 26 deadline.
Approximately 200 were invalidat-
ed, however, because they were not
signed. A few dozen others were
invalidated for different reasons.

The storm-drain votes were
counted in public, inside the Coun-
cil Chambers of Palo Alto’s City

City optimistic after 
storm-drain victory

Officials call approval a vote of confidence
by Bill D’Agostino

(continued on page 7)

Winds
of change

Expected ban on 
gas-powered leaf blowers

stirs debate
by Jocelyn Dong

Madeleine Roegiers dreads
Wednesday mornings. 

It’s then that an onslaught of dust
clouds and nerve-rattling noise in-
vades her block of the University
South neighborhood. 

Roegiers calls them “terrorist at-
tacks.” Her neighbors call them gar-
deners with leaf blowers. 

Roegiers will be happy if the city
goes ahead with a ban on gasoline-
powered leaf blowers, scheduled to
take effect July 1. But a profession-
al-gardeners group, and some resi-
dents, say such a sweeping prohibi-
tion is unnecessary, and could hurt
the livelihood of the gardeners —
many of whom are Hispanic and just
trying to make ends meet.

The prohibition of the noisy gas-
driven blowers was originally sup-
posed to occur three years ago. But
with the economic downturn in
2002, Palo Alto police — who en-
force the leaf-blower regulations —
persuaded the City Council the ban
would harm the gardeners and that
quieter machines might be available
three years down the road. 

With the deadline approaching this
summer, the police department is
now gathering information from the
public about the proposed ban, and
will make a recommendation to the
council in June. 

Current leaf-blower regulations in-
clude: using them only between 9 a.m.
and 5 p.m., Monday through Friday,
and 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. on Saturdays;
using models that make 65 decibels of
noise or less; and requiring certifica-
tion of gardeners to educate them on
proper leaf-blower etiquette. 

The issue drew more than 60 peo-
ple to a community meeting Tuesday
night, and comments of residents and
gardeners alike revealed a situation

(continued on page 7)

Palo Alto City Clerk Donna Rodgers organizes stacks of mailed-in ballots at City Hall Tuesday, a majority of which favored the storm-drain fee.

CITY COUNCIL

PALO ALTO

Traffic calming, summer stock programs face ax
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ReaderWire
Reader comments via e-mail, voice mail and U.S. mail

ReaderWire Question: Should Palo Alto proceed
Monday night with the “Mayfield Deal?”

The Palo Alto Weekly encourages comments on our coverage or on issues of lo-
cal interest. No anonymous letters or “open letters” to other organizations or in-
dividuals will be printed. Please provide your name, street address and daytime
telephone number. Please keep length to 250 words or less.

YOUR TURN

E-mail: readerwire@paweekly.com
Fax: 326-3928
Web Site: http://www.PaloAltoOnline.com

703 HIGH STREET, PALO ALTO, CA 94302
(650) 326-8210

SUBSCRIBE!
Support your local newspaper by becoming a
paid subscriber. $25 per year for residents of
our circulation area: $40 for businesses and
residents of other areas.
Name:

Address:

City:

Zip:
Mail to: Palo Alto Weekly,

P.O. Box 1610, Palo Alto CA 94302
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Palo Alto
Historical Association

presents a free
public program

Speaker: Drue Kataoka

Sunday, May 1, 2005 at 2pm
Lucie Stern Community Center
1305 Middlefield Rd., Palo Alto

Refreshments
No admission charge

Pacific Riminiscences
A Palo Alto Journey of Brush Strokes

Drue Kataoka

Towers and pantaloons
I object to any discussion of any po-

tential hazard to “the children” from any
cellular tower. That is a settled issue not
subject to further review, especially by a
lay organization not known to be guided
by scientific principles.

They are welcome to locate a tower on
my residential property.

Cellular phones have been proven to
be an asset to public safety beyond all
question. If for no other reason than the
safety of women drivers I would have
you mandate full coverage. I only object
to the priggishness/silliness of those who
would force the camouflaging of a utili-
tarian device.

This is akin to tea cozies on fire hy-
drants and pantaloons on pianos. There
is yet a place in this world for honesty.
Cancel the hearings and proceed under
emergency powers. Save the artificial
trees for Christmas.

Walter E. Wallis
Waverley Street, Palo Alto

Misleading ‘downzone’
“Downzone” is a completely misleading

term in relation to the upper California Av-
enue site under the Mayfield agreement.

At present, Stanford can elect either
commercial or residential use. After the
deal, they get both: housing on the site
and along El Camino Real and 300,000
square feet of commercial space in the
Research Park with no strings attached.

Together with other aspects of the pro-
posed agreement, the new zoning for up-
per California is part of a negotiated trade,
which should result in full compatibility with
the adjacent neighborhood.

With regard to neighborhood traffic im-
pacts, our letter-petition team has stud-
ied the data and the underlying standards
upon which they are based. The stan-
dards have been misapplied. Unfortu-
nately, our residents’ association has sim-
ply accepted the invalid data at face val-
ue. We are presenting our findings to the
City Council.

Our call-to-action of College Terrace
residents began shortly after the devel-
opment agreement was made public in
mid-December. In response, a detailed,
four-page letter/petition to the council
has exceeded 200 neighborhood en-
dorsements.

The petition does not oppose the deal.
Nor does it ask for conceptual changes
to the original offer. It simply describes
what should be in the development agree-
ment to ensure what Stanford, the city
and some residents are leading our
neighborhood to think it is getting.

Fred and Ann Balin
Columbia Street, Palo Alto

Time for blower ban
We are writing in support of Palo Alto’s

wise ordinance to ban gas-powered leaf
blowers in July 2005. The writers are a
retired schoolteacher and a retired Lock-
heed engineer.

We attended the April 26 town hall
meeting on leaf blowers held at Cub-
berley Community Center. The over-
whelming consensus of the Palo Alto
homeowners and renters was that leaf
blowers are an extremely irritating,
noisy and polluting nuisance.

Even the new blowers operate at a
deafening more-than-90 decibels at the
machine and spray dust, pesticides and
excrement in all directions. Nobody dis-
putes this.

The gardeners coalition argued pas-
sionately that they needed leaf blow-
ers so that they could do their job quick-
ly and send their kids to college, like the
people whose gardens they were mow-
ing and blowing.

We believe that the gardeners’ heart-
felt desire to get their job done as quick-
ly as possible does not give them the
right to generate noise and environ-
mental pollution in the community. We
have patiently waited five years for this
well-debated Palo Alto ordinance to go
into effect.

We sincerely hope that the City Coun-
cil will not betray us. We should follow the
environmental lead successfully set by
Los Angeles, Beverly Hills, Los Altos and
many other California towns and cities
who have banned leaf blowers.

Russell and Patty Targ
Harriet Street, Palo Alto

Art and generosity
It was great to see the Weekly’s cov-

er article (April 15) about the art at
Ronald McDonald House and the impact
that it has on the families staying at the
house.

There were several people who really
should receive kudos for their enormous
contributions to this effort. The collection
wouldn’t be as cohesive and meaningful
without the huge time commitment of
Toni Sarraille and her Art Committee. 

And equally important was the contri-
bution of artwork and time by board
member and owner of Adler & Co.
gallery, Jim Adler and his wife, Cynde.

Finally, although Peter Shire was com-
missioned to make the wonderful work
that hangs in the entry gallery, he went
far beyond the scope and budget of his
commission to create a work that fills
children of all ages with joy as they walk
into their temporary home.

Lucy Berman
West Crescent Drive, Palo Alto
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450 Bryant Street, Palo Alto • (650) 326-5362
www.avenidas.org

Impress your
grandkids with your
computer skills?

Wish to?
Get a $2 lunch?
Borrow a 
wheelchair or a
walking cane?

Drive Miss Daisy?

Hear a lecture by a
Stanford professor
without paying
$30,000 in tuition?

Hidden Villa’s Annual
Mother’s Day Concert 

Featuring the Banana Slug String Band
Music, theater, puppetry – 

expect a magical upbeat performance!

Sunday, May 8th - 5:00 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.
Cost: $15/adult, $7.50/child, $12/student & senior

BRING THIS AD AND SAVE $5
Tickets available in advance or at the door.

Lawn seating -- bring blanket or chairs. Pre-order delicious 
organic Dinner Boxes by JZ Cool! Additional fee applies. 

All meal orders must be received by May 2nd.

Call (650) 949-8653 
for reservations and meal orders.

26870 Moody Road, Los Altos Hills, CA  94022
www.hiddenvilla.org

Sodexho sunk by low nutrition and profits
School district poised to bring in new food vendor

by Alexandria Rocha

A fter 14 years of feeding the lo-
cal school district’s students, it
looks like Sodexho USA will

no longer run Palo Alto cafeterias.
The Maryland-based company’s

proposal to extend its long run with
the Palo Alto Unified School Dis-
trict has apparently been derailed by
another large corporation’s bid.

Members of the district’s Board of
Education took a liking earlier this
week to a one-year contract starting
July 1 with Chartwells, a company
that largely operates in the Northeast
and Northwest but also serves at least
one private school district in South-
ern California. The board will make
its final decision May 10.

The debate over how the district
should revamp its food program has
spanned more than two years. A
clear sign that something was wrong
came in 2002, when Sodexho tried
and failed to attract more students
to the hot lunch program by selling
a few organic food items.

A group of parents and communi-
ty members, called the Healthy
School Lunch Committee, then be-
gan a crusade to change the way dis-
trict cafeterias operated. They want-
ed less pre-packaged food, items low
in trans-fats, and fruits and vegeta-
bles rich in color and variety.

As members of the healthy lunch
committee started making their pres-

ence known — they attended nearly
every board meeting where food was
an agenda item for the past year and
a half — board members and dis-
trict officials also realized that lack
of nutrition wasn’t the only thing
wrong with Sodexho’s program.

“As a board, this issue came to us as
a nutrition issue,” Board member
Camille Townsend said at a meeting
earlier this week where the Chartwells
proposal was discussed. “As we got
into the nutrition issue, we found out
how much we were paying.”

They learned the program had been
in the red for nearly four school years.
Under Sodexho, the district’s food
services went from breaking even in
the 2000-2001 school year to being
nearly $37,000 in debt the next.

Superintendent Mary Frances
Callan said that was the same year
the district’s staff received a sub-
stantial pay raise, but the price of
meals didn’t budge. 

Last year the program’s loss
peaked at $213, 660, mostly because
of low participation rates, said the
district’s Business Manager Gerry
Matranga. Only 13 percent of the
district’s 10,500 students took part in
the hot lunch program this year.

Under the proposed contract with
Chartwells — which promises to
feed more students or take a cut in
fees — the program will return to

the black by 2008.
The biggest challenges the district

and Chartwells face in increasing
student participation include open
campuses at both high schools, in-
adequate food-preparation facilities
and a low number of students eligible
for free and reduced-priced lunches,
which garner a larger reimbursement
from state and federal programs.

Students from both Gunn and
Palo Alto high schools have said
they would pay more for a higher-
quality lunch. Mark Campbell of
Chartwells, who spoke at the board
meeting earlier this week, said the
company is prepared to meet those
needs. He also said the company
helped districts with similar low par-
ticipation rates increase their figures
by more than 50 percent.

In terms of facilities, Matranga
said there won’t be any major up-
grades, but with the new company’s
help additional equipment will be
brought in, including barbecues, milk
case dispensers, special refrigerators,
and different types of storage areas.

Although wary of another large
corporation coming in at first, Penny
Gertridge of the healthy lunch com-
mittee said she was excited for the fu-
ture of the district’s lunch program.

“I’ll have to find something else to
take on,” she told board members
earlier this week. ■

SCHOOLS

few special events, the deferral of
maintenance to fields and commu-
nity centers and the reduction of
hours at libraries.

This year, the Library Department
is proposed to face the smallest share
of the budget cuts, the result of the
community’s increased attention to
the libraries’ inadequacies last year,
Benest said.

The council’s Finance Committee
will hold budget hearings on Tues-
days and Thursdays in May to re-
view the proposal. The meetings are
likely to be filled with residents op-
posing various sections of the budg-
et. The full council is scheduled to
approve the budget in June.

Ending the 22-year-old summer
stock program, run by the Palo Alto
Children’s Theatre, will save the city
approximately $28,500 a year. 

Ann Lindbeck, the co-president of
the Friends of the Palo Alto Chil-
dren’s Theatre, said she was “very
disappointed” the program, known
as Wingspread, was targeted. 

“It surprises me they would con-
sider cutting a teen program when
there’s all this conversation about
teen stress and having meaningful
things to do, especially in the
evening,” Lindbeck said.

Approximately 40 to 50 students
of high school and college age per-
form four shows each summer as
part of Wingspread. They audition to
be in the company. Younger per-
formers often aspire to perform there
when they get too old to still act in
the other Children’s Theatre pro-
grams, Lindbeck said.

Wingspread costs the city about
$43,000, but makes $14,500 from
tickets and other revenue.

The “neighborhood traffic calm-
ing program,” also proposed to be
permanently eliminated, works by
asking locals to help conceive a plan
to slow the automobile traffic in their
neighborhood, aiming to make the
streets safer for bicyclists and pedes-
trians and reduce car crashes. The
program installs devises, including
speed bumps, stop signs and road-
blocks, to achieve those goals.

However, the program has often
caused divisions in some neighbor-
hoods, especially last year when the
neighborhood association in Down-
town North got seven roadblocks in-
stalled as part of a trial project. The
City Council, after hearing loud
protests from opposing neighbors,
voted to remove them and test “traf-
fic circles” in six of those intersec-
tions instead.

Neighborhood traffic projects al-
ready begun — such as in the Col-
lege Terrace Neighborhood — will
still be completed, according to city
officials. Also, the city’s transporta-
tion officials will continue to work to
increase the safety of school com-
mutes using similar methods.

Meanwhile, 18 city workers were
given notices this week they could
be laid off.

“It’s heartbreaking,” said Maya
Spector, a librarian and chair of
city’s chapter of the Service Em-
ployees International Union, the
city’s larges union. 

Some of the targeted workers have
children and some are sick, Spector
said. “It’s really wreaking havoc
with people’s lives.”

The city manager is also propos-
ing to eliminate 15 other positions
through attrition, and to force three
other employees to reduce their
hours and pay.

Workers possibly losing their jobs
include a park ranger, a recreation
supervisor, an IT manager, four sen-
ior technologists, numerous assis-
tants, a code enforcement officer and
a community services officer. Three
of the workers targeted are part-time
employees.

“The morale in the city is terri-
ble,” Spector said. “It’s going to take
a long time to recover from it.”

SEIU workers are also upset be-
cause they feel some of their mon-
ey-saving ideas aren’t being heard,
according to Spector. She spoke at
the City Council meeting on Mon-
day advocating early retirement in-
centives. 

But that would not help since the
workers who likely would retire ear-
ly under than plan would still need to
be replaced, according to Carl Yeats,
administrative services director. That
plan would only cost money, not
save it, he said.

“We will continue to explore all
the options we can possibly ex-
plore,” Spector said. “We are not go-
ing to accept this blindly.”

No firefighters or sworn police of-
ficers are targeted for layoffs, and
response times to emergencies are
not expected to lengthen by the pro-
posed budget cuts.

“We just don’t think it would be
prudent to reduce public safety
spending,” Yeats said. ■

Staff Writer Bill D’Agostino can
be e-mailed at bdagostino
@paweekly.com.

Budget
continued from page 3



Page 6 • Friday, April 29, 2005 • Palo Alto Weekly

Upfront

News Digest

YO U R  F A M I LY ’ S  H E A LT H  S E M I N A R

L U C I L E  P A C K A R D  C H I L D R E N ’ S  H O S P I T A L  P R E S E N T S :

Enhancing Creative and Athletic Performance: The
Psychology and Psychiatry of Sports and Performing Arts
Tuesday, May 3, 2005
7:00 pm – 8:30 pm
LPCH Auditorium

• Hans Steiner, MD, Department of Adolescent Medicine,
Lucile Packard Children’s Hospital

• Glenn Brassington, PhD., Clinical Instructor

Dr. Steiner and Dr. Brassington have developed this fascinating program for parents,

coaches, and teachers in the community. Learn the do’s and don’ts for those who wish to

support a child’s athletic and creative performance goals.  

This event is free of charge.

PLEASE CALL (650) 723-1022 TO RESERVE A SPACE.

Up To
50%off

Select Accessories
(with Spa purchase)

Save up to
$3000

off MSRP

Palo Alto
2001 El Camino Real

corner of El Camino Real & Stanford
650-566-8022

www.jacuzzisf.com Financing Available O.A.C.

Relax & Revive
~Spa Sale~

4 Days Only!
April 28th - May 1st

ON THE WEB: The latest local news headlines at www.PaloAltoOnline.com

NEED  A
TAX

DEDUCTION?

Give Your
Car to
...help create a future for people with developmental disabilities

Community Association for Rehabilitation, Inc.
525 East Charleston Road, Palo Alto, CA 94306 • www.c-a-r.org

Call: 650-494-0550 United Way

Stop the government and the courts from deciding
your right to live or die!

“Reasonable Rates”

DURABLE POWER OF ATTORNEY
FOR HEALTH CARE!

Law Offices: 650-994-5394

Can you find
the phony ad?

Weekly Holiday Fund grants highlight kids
Community programs for children and families will benefit from

more than $200,000 in grants from the Weekly’s annual Holiday Fund
drive this year.  

In the end-of-year fund drive, 625 donors and several foundations con-
tributed $242,000, $10,000 of which is set aside for scholarships for
graduating high school seniors. 

Grant recipients for the rest — chosen by a committee of Palo Alto
Weekly employees — were announced Thursday evening at a special re-
ception under a large canopy in the Weekly’s front parking lot. 

This year’s recipients include: 

Adolescent Counseling Services —
$7,500 for an on-campus counseling
program for middle and high school
students in Palo Alto and Menlo Park.

American Red Cross — $5,000 for
the Safe Ride program that targets teen
drinking-and-driving, celebrating its
20th year.

Challenge Learning Center —
$5,000 for its Youth Leadership and
Community Service program that
teaches leadership and public-speak-
ing skills.

Children’s Day in East Palo Alto
— $4,000 to underwrite Children’s
Day in the Park, a free day of activities
for families.

Cleo Eulau Center — $5,000 for a
collaborative counseling program for at-
risk teens at Community School South.

Community Breast Health Project
— $5,000 for its Gabriella Paster Pro-
gram, providing patient-navigation
services for low-income women and
their families.

Community Development Insti-
tute — $5,000 to support the Leader-
ship Training Academy, a leadership-
training program for middle and high
school youth.

Community Legal Services in East
Palo Alto — $10,000 to develop self-
help materials for teenagers at risk of
becoming involved in the juvenile-jus-
tice system.

East Palo Alto Kids Foundation
— $7,500 to provide small, quick-turn-
around grants to local educators.

East Palo Alto Senior Center —
$5,000 supporting a breakfast program
for seniors.

East Palo Alto YMCA — $10,000
to fund summer day camp and spe-
cialty camps serving 500 to 750 youth
aged 5 through 12.

Ecumenical Hunger Program —
$7,500 for a Children’s Resource Cen-
ter, a program to provide emergency
food, clothing, furniture and house-
hold essentials to low-income children
and families.

Family Connections — $7,500 for
a six-week summer-school program
for low-income families whose stu-
dents are making the transition into
kindergarten.

Foundation for a College Educa-
tion — $5,000 for its College Bound
program, including special workshops
on college-preparedness topics.

Free At Last — $5,000 for Youth
Risk Reduction Outreach Project to
help young people who are sidetracked
into activities that could lead to serious
health concerns. 

Jordan Middle School PTA —
$5,000 for Jordan Homework Center,
an after-school study center for all Jor-
dan students.

Kara — $10,000 to fund the Vol-
unteer Training Session for the Youth
and Family Service program.

Lytton Gardens — $5,000 to re-
cruitmore youth to meet one-on-one

with the elderly.
Music in the Schools — $2,500 to

expand the music program at Costano
School in East Palo Alto.

New Creation Home Ministries —
$5,000 to support New Creation
Home, helping young single mothers
learn independent-living skills.

Pacific Islander Community Cen-
ter — $5,000 for tutorial classes for
Pacific Islander students. 

Palo Alto Art Center Foundation
— $5,000 to fund the Cultural Kaleido-
scope art-education program partnering
Palo Alto and Ravenswood schools.

Palo Alto Housing Corporation —
$5,000 to expand its Resident Services
Program to families at Oak Court
apartments

PAPPA (Palo Alto Parents & Pro-
fessionals for Art) — $10,000 to sup-
port a pilot program providing late bus
service for the Voluntary Transfer Pro-
gram students from East Palo Alto, al-
lowing them to participate in after-
school enrichment programs at Palo
Alto elementary schools.

Parents Place Family Resource
Center — $10,000 to improve the
quality of child care and intervene on
behalf of at-risk children at six Palo
Alto child care centers.

Ravenswood City School District
Health Services — $10,000 to con-
tinue a comprehensive sexuality-edu-
cation and pregnancy-prevention pro-
gram for 5th and 8th graders.

St. Francis of Assisi Boys Club —
$2,500 to support after-school activi-
ties such as the homework club, im-
proving typing/computer skills and
sports activities.

St. Vincent de Paul Society —
$5,000 for emergency rent, rental de-
posits and utilities.

Support Network for Battered
Women — $5,000 to support the cost
of the Shelter Children’s Coordinator.

West Bay Opera — $5,000 to ex-
pand opera performances of the Opera
in the Schools program, to introduce
opera to elementary-school children
in Palo Alto and East Palo Alto
schools.

YES Reading — $7,500 for reading
materials for one-on-one volunteer tu-
toring for Belle Haven School students.

Youth Community Service —
$5,000 for the community service and
leadership program, bringing together
middle and high school youth from the
midpeninsula.

ZOHAR — $3,000 to provide week-
ly IndepenDANCE instruction to spe-
cial-needs children in the Palo Alto area.

Friends Nursery School — $5,500
for repairs and upgrades to the school’s
play yard.

Palo Alto Community Child Care
— $10,000 to replace flooring in the
infant and toddler rooms of Sojourner
Truth Child Development Center.

Preschool Family — $10,000 to
renovate the children’s restroom. ■
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Upfront

that touches upon everything from
economic class differences to Palo
Alto residents’ “freakish” fetish for
perfectly manicured yards. 

Resident Liz Lee resented the
amount of time gardeners spend
blowing in her neighborhood.

“Fifteen hours a month I have to
listen to over-the-back-fence leaf-
blower noise. It drives me crazy. It’s
a quality of life issue,” she said. 

Other residents, including one
clutching an inhaler, protested the
machines’ tendency to stir up not just
leaves but dust and other particles —
mold, pesticides, animal feces, bac-
teria and automobile oil.

“What bothers me is the pollution,”
an asthmatic woman said.

But a handful of residents defend-
ed the use of blowers. 

“To expect our gardeners to hand
sweep is ridiculous,” said John Arm-
strong, who suggested people use
earplugs if they don’t like the noise.
His comment drew scoffs from other
audience members. 

Another resident simply called the

leaf blowers “a great invention” that
produces better results than rakes
on his 2,000 square feet of pave-
ment, patio and gravel.

The gardeners themselves, organ-
ized by the Bay Area Gardeners As-
sociation, defended the use of a de-
vice as critical to their livelihood.

Ramon Quezada has been main-
taining Palo Alto yards for 28 years.
With a leaf blower, he can do 15-20
jobs a week; without one, he’d get to
about five, he said. 

“We don’t like to use the blower
either, but we have to. It’s here —
let’s give it a chance,” Quezada said.
He also tried to appeal to the resi-
dents’ sense of economic justice,
saying that his livelihood as a gar-
dener enabled his son to attend col-
lege and become a lawyer. 

Mostly, the gardeners pleaded for
more time to educate their colleagues
on how to use a leaf-blower sparing-
ly and with more consideration to
neighbors. An outright ban would
cost residents, they argued, because
the work would take longer. Garden-
ers charge about $30-40/hour, one
landscape professional said.

And what about electric leaf

blowers, the solution the City Coun-
cil had hoped for? They’re either
not powerful enough or louder than
65 decibels, gardeners said. 

On Wednesday morning,
Roegiers was once again shaking
her head over the arrival of the gar-
dening crews. Hector Sandoval,
president of the Bay Area Gardeners
Association, stood next to her, hav-
ing met her at the forum the night
before and having promised to talk
with the local gardeners about the
noise and dust. He discovered, to
Roegiers’ chagrin, that the crew was
already certified. 

Trying to find common ground,
Roegiers and Sandoval complained
about the “aggressive” crews that
disregard leaf-blowing etiquette. 

Roegiers recalled a conversation
she’d had with one neighbor’s gar-
deners, lifting her voice to be heard
over the whine of the blower. “All
your leaves are in my yard,” she told
him. His reply: “Why don’t you
have your gardener blow them back
over the fence?” ■

Senior Staff Writer Jocelyn
Dong can be reached at jdong
@paweekly.com.

Leaf blower battle
continued from page 3

Hall, starting at 8 p.m. Tuesday
evening. The 10,289 ballots were
first removed from a filing cabinet
and fed into two large machines that
sliced opened the envelopes and
filled the room with its loud, high-
pitched whirring.

Assistant City Clerk Deanna Rid-
ing then sorted the bright yellow
ballots into piles of 25, which were
immediately rechecked by another
city employee. They were placed
into four large postal buckets,
marked yes and no.

The results were announced short-
ly before 11 p.m. to the cheers of the
city officials and other supporting
residents present. A few dissenting
residents also watched the count,
concerned about its reliability. 

The final tally was 5,991 for the
increase versus 4,298 against. The
tally closely mirrored the unscien-
tific Palo Alto Online news poll, in
which 187 persons voted 59.36 per-
cent yes and 40.64 percent no by
Tuesday night.

Among the recent city-initiated
measures that failed: a prior attempt
to raise the storm-drain fee in 2000

and a bond to upgrade two libraries
and a community center in 2002.

Opposition to the proposed fee in-
crease in 2000 cited the absence of a
“sunset clause” and no ceiling, or cap,
on future increases. Those were cor-
rected in this proposal. The sunset
clause requires re-approval in 12 years
or the fee will expire, and future in-
creases are capped at 6 percent per year
or the rate of inflation, whichever is
lower. An “oversight committee” will
be created to monitor expenditures.

Unlike the previous election, an
active group of residents also fought
for the fee increase. The group raised
$22,500 in campaign contributions,
which they used to mail campaign
fliers, call voters and run a Web site.

The committee also responded to
each and every “negative” public com-
ment, especially news stories and let-
ters to the editors, according to group
leader Larry Klein, a former mayor.

“That was absolutely critical,” Fazz-
ino said. “In the past, the city and city
management has been far too defen-
sive and unwilling to engage in a fac-
tual debate over issues like this one.”

There was little public opposition
to the measure, although attorney
Richard Alexander purchased a few
ads opposing it. He claimed the city

should pay for the improvements us-
ing the city’s general fund, and that
officials were overspending by hir-
ing too many managers.

“That didn’t confuse the vast ma-
jority of voters,” Councilwoman
Judy Kleinberg said. “That was
comparing apples to oranges.”

The election’s procedures were
unusual, guided by California
Proposition 218.

The city’s commercial and resi-
dential property owners were
mailed one ballot per property,
even if they lived outside the city.
No renters received ballots, and
voters did not need to be registered
to cast a ballot. 

There was no procedure for how
to handle the situation if two co-
owners disagreed with each other.
One man called the City Clerk’s of-
fice complaining that he and his
wife never discussed politics, and
couldn’t agree on how to vote.

“I said, ‘I’m sorry, I can’t get in the
middle of that,’” City Clerk Donna
Rogers recalled on Tuesday evening. 

Perhaps theirs was the ballot with
both yes and no marked. ■

Staff Writer Bill D’Agostino can
be e-mailed at bdagostino
@paweekly.com.

Storm drains
continued from page 3

Seven-hour standoff ends peacefully
Man kicks out police-car window en route to a psychiatric evaluation and is arrested

A n apparently depressed and
suicidal man in his 20s re-
treated into a Palo Alto resi-

dence and refused to come out or
make contact with officers Wednes-
day night.

A police SWAT team found him in
the house about 11 p.m. and took him
into custody, but later arrested him
when he became enraged and kicked
out a patrol car window while being
taken to Valley Medical Center in San
Jose for a psychiatric evaluation. 

Officers then placed him under ar-
rest and headed instead to the Santa
Clara County Main Jail in San Jose,
where there is a lock-down psychi-
atric-observation unit. 

The man was identified as Kristo-
pher Arnold Hansen, 24, of 807 Sut-
ter Ave., at Ross Road in south Palo
Alto — a house reportedly owned by
an aunt and where, contrary to reports
Wednesday night, he had taken refuge
after an incident at the Sutter-Ross in-
tersection. Initial reports indicated he
had gone into the home of a woman in
her 80s next door to the Sutter house. 

The episode began about 4 p.m.
when a city utility worker saw
Hansen and another person appar-
ently arguing in the intersection, and
intervened after notifying police. Po-
lice said Hansen broke the front win-
dow of the utility truck then ran in-
side the house. A person who en-

tered the house quickly came out and
said the man was suicidal, at which
time the responding officers called in
reinforcements.

Police cordoned off Ross and Sutter. 
Officers Kim Collet and Dave Tru-

jillo of the department’s Hostage Ne-
gotiation Team tried repeatedly from
4 p.m. to shortly before 11 p.m. to
get him to come out or answer the
telephone before the SWAT team en-
tered the house and found him. 

A neighbor said the man has been
under a restraining order to stay away
from the mother of his 4-year-old son,
and had had a court appointment ear-
lier Wednesday. ■

—Jay Thorwaldson

POLICE
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Downtown
international

by Tyler Hanley

A
ccording to Mapquest it takes 39 minutes to
drive from downtown Palo Alto to San Fran-
cisco’s Castro Theatre, where the 48th an-
nual San Francisco International Film Fes-

tival kicked off April 21.
But a three-minute walk also can give down-

town denizens a flavor of the festival’s eclectic
lineup.

Beginning this weekend, 10 of the festival’s as-
sorted features — including imports whose ori-
gins range from Norway to Indonesia — will be
showcased at Palo Alto’s Aquarius Theatre, mark-
ing the festival’s first downtown Palo Alto appear-
ance since 1989.

Presented by the San Francisco Film Society
(SFFS), the Aquarius’ 10 offerings are only a snip-
pet of the festival’s smorgasbord of international
material: 185 films from 49 countries, with 35 doc-
umentary features and 14 world premieres. Hilary
Hart, director of publicity for SFFS (and former
manager of Palo Alto’s Aquarius and Varsity the-
aters), said she’s enthusiastic about the festival’s re-
turn to downtown.

“I think it’s absolutely great. There’s a big audi-

Arts & Entertainment
A weekly guide to music, theater, art, movies and more, edited by Robyn Israel

San Francisco 
International
Film Festival 
returns
to Palo Alto’s
Aquarius
Theatre

goes

“The Riverside”

“My Mother, the Mermaid”“Hawaii, Oslo”
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ence for international films in Palo
Alto. I’m delighted,” she said.
Hart noted there is a very strong interna-

tional representation this year, which will hit
the Aquarius screen at noon Sunday and
runs through Wednesday evening. All films
will be presented in their native language
with English subtitles. Here’s what Palo Al-
tans can expect to see from overseas:

My Mother, the Mermaid (South Ko-
rea, 2004; 119 minutes) This romantic fan-
tasy from South Korea is reminiscent of the
1986 Kathleen Turner vehicle “Peggy Sue
Got Married.” Young postal clerk Na-Young

ventures to her mother’s hometown of Jeju.
While there she befriends a female diver
whose deep adoration for the local postman
has gone unrequited. Na-Young soon real-
izes she is in the past, witnessing the rela-
tionship between her parents blossom. 

Hawaii, Oslo (Norway, 2004; 125 min-
utes) The lives of several strangers intersect
(a la Robert Altman’s “Short Cuts”) during
one hot summer night in Oslo, Norway. The
characters are a motley crew of lost and
lovelorn individuals, including a male nurse
with clairvoyant visions, a former pop star
who longs for the past and a married couple

desperate to save their dying child. 
King’s Game (Denmark, 2004; 103 min-

utes) Aspiring reporter Ulrik Torp finds him-
self thrust into the world of political sabo-
tage in this Danish thriller. A car accident
that nearly kills Denmark’s prime minister
has Torp anxious to break the story. But
when political spinmasters seize the oppor-
tunity to manipulate the inexperienced jour-
nalist, his life is irrevocably altered.

Chokher Bali: A Passion Play (India,
2003; 147 minutes) Based on the novel by
noted Bengali author Rabindranath Tagore,
“Chokher Bali” (“Sand in the Eye”) teams
acclaimed director Rituparno Ghosh with
popular Bollywood actress Aishwarya Rai.
Young widow Binodini (Rai) moves in with
family friends during the tumultuous polit-
ical climate of India in 1902. Binodini’s life

— including the developing relation-
ship with her resident family — is

paralleled in the country’s strug-
gle for independence.

Of Love and
Eggs (Indonesia,
2004; 90 minutes)
This whimsical
comedy from In-
donesia is set in
a small Jakarta
market near
the Muslim
holiday of
Labaran.
The story
centers on
three children
in disparate
family strug-
gles. Rindu loses
contact with her
brother after being
evicted, Asih prays
for the return of her
missing mother and
Bimo develops a
bond with the girl his
older brother fancies.

Champions (Czech
Republic, 2004; 83 min-

utes) A group of tough hockey fans frequent
a quiet bar in the Czech Republic. The
men disregard family life and financial
prospect, electing to focus solely on study-
ing the Republic’s hockey chances. They
soon realize that a barfly named Bohous
can predict the hockey matches’ outcomes
— when he’s completely inebriated. This
black comedy takes its cues from film-
makers such as Todd Solondz (“Happi-
ness”) and Neil Labute (“In the Company
of Men”).

In the Battlefields (France/Belgium/
Lebanon, 2004; 90 minutes) Beirut, 1983.
Lina, a 12-year-old Lebanese girl, lives
with her family in the home of a cruel
aunt. Although a civil war rages outside,
the family threatens to tear itself apart in-
side — thanks mostly to Lina’s violent fa-
ther. Only Lina’s relationship with her
aunt’s 18-year-old Syrian maid, Siham,
offers any respite from the turmoil. First-
time feature director Danielle Arbid pro-
vides an unflinching glimpse at one girl’s

maturity and hardship.
The Riverside (Iran, 2004; 72

minutes) While Iraqi Kurds converge
on the Iran/Iraqi border to flee the
2004 war, a beautiful, veiled bride
steps on a mine — which will deto-
nate if she steps off. Her bridegroom

travels to the next village in
search of help while a pletho-

ra of refugees, including
a grandmother carry-
ing children and a
young man hauling
weapons, sympa-
thize with the
t r a u m a t i z e d
bride. From a
distance they at-
tempt to comfort
her with tunes
and tales.

Shepherds’
Journey into the

Third Millennium
(Switzerland, 2002; 124

minutes) This documen-

(continued on next page)

“Of Love and Eggs”

“In the Battlefields”

“Champions”



tary from Switzerland highlights the
lives of Swiss itinerant shepherds.
Thomas tends the sheep around
Lake Lucerne during the winter,
joining his family on their farm the
rest of the year. Meanwhile, Michel
and his partner, Bea, care for the
sheep during the summer. Director
Erich Langjahr portrays the striking
variance in these routines through
use of ambient sound and suggestive
music.

Days and Hours (Bosnia and
Herzegovina, 2004; 96 minutes)
Bosnia and Herzegovina’s official
Academy Award entry for Best For-
eign Language Film follows the ge-
nial Fuke, whose old uncle Idriz is
burdened by past sorrow. Idriz has
become estranged from his daugh-
ter-in-law, although her daughter is
his greatest joy. The pain that cours-
es through this family in the Balka-
ns reverberates throughout the close-
knit neighborhood.

Assistant to the Editor Tyler Han-
ley can be e-mailed at
thanley@paweekly.com.
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Arts & Entertainment

What: The local portion of the
San Francisco International Film
Festival.
When: Sunday through Wednes-
day.
Where: Landmark’s Aquarius
Theatre, 430 Emerson St. in Palo
Alto.
Cost: Tickets are $12 regular ad-
mission; $10.50 for seniors/stu-
dent/disabled persons; $7.50 for
weekday matinees (showtimes
Mon.-Fri. up to and including 5
p.m.). Tickets may be purchased
online at www.sffs.org or by call-
ing (925) 866-9559. Day-of-
show tickets may be purchased
at the Aquarius Theatre. 
Info: Please visit www.sffs.org.

San Francisco 
International Film 

Festival Local Schedule

Sunday, May 1:
“My Mother, the Mermaid,”
noon.
“Hawaii, Oslo,” 2:30 p.m.
“King’s Game,” 5:30 p.m.
“Chokher Bali: A Passion Play,”
8 p.m.

Monday, May 2:
“Of Love and Eggs,” 6:30 p.m.
“Champions,” 9 p.m.

Tuesday, May 3:
“In the Battlefields,” 7 p.m.
“The Riverside,” 9:30 p.m.

Wednesday, May 4:
“Shepherds’ Journey into the
Third Millennium,” 7 p.m.
“Days and Hours,” 9:30 p.m.

Film festival
(continued from previous page)

About the cover:
“Shepherds’ Journey into the
Third Millennium”

F E E L  Y O U R  R O O T S  G R O W
Connect to yourself, the Earth and others.

Join us for a year-long in-depth exploration of our local region.
One Monday evening and one Saturday
per month from May 2005 - April 2006.

Are you...

Yearning for a sense of 
connection?

Wanting to spend more time 
in nature?

Interested in the natural world?

Exploring a Sense of Place
The Journey begins 

Monday, May 2 at 7 p.m.
with a free Overview and Introduction

at the Foundation for Global Community,
222 High Street, Palo Alto

For more details, visit us online at www.fgconline.org/sense,
call 650.328.7756, or e-mail contactsop@fgconline.org.

Stratford School is opening
a new preschool and elementary 

school in Palo Alto!
To learn more about Stratford or to schedule a tour,

please call (650) 493-1151 or email pa@stratfordschools.com.

www.stratfordschools.com



F our Dean Martins were guests
at a recent Stanford Universi-
ty Continuing Studies class.

There was the crooner in his
prime, amusing a swooning na-
tional audience with his fake drunk
swagger. Dean Paul, his son, was
still full of youthful optimism, be-
fore the tragic plane crash. Old
Dean Martin sat, Norma Desmond-
like, reviewing his old movies in a
red robe. And young Dino Cro-
cetti, a boxer with a velvet voice,
made brief appearances.

All four were characters in a
staged reading of “Dean the Sub-
lime” a new play by writer Toni
Press-Coffman. The play was pre-
viewed in front of approximately
20 adult students and a few scat-
tered other guests.

The eight-week class (Monday
was week four) marks the inaugu-
ration of the National New Play
Center at Stanford. Each reading,
which is open to the public, con-
cludes with a lively discussion de-
signed to both help the playwright
and educate the students.

The sessions, co-produced with
the San Francisco-based Play-
wrights Foundation, are bare bones
by design. No set. No props. Min-
imal lighting.

The seven professional Bay Area
actors this past Monday wore
evocative costumes, but performed
in front of large blackboards and
held newly polished scripts. De-
spite the obvious limitations,
Phoebe Moyer was still especially
affecting playing Grace York,
Press-Coffman’s bigoted and in-
hibited protagonist. 

During the play’s two acts, the
aging New Yorker learns to leap
out of her shell from the old Dean
Martin (an equally poignant Den-
nis McIntyre) and an eccentric
Puerto Rican caregiver (an amus-
ing Valerie de Jose).

With no set, the audience — who
sat in the uncomfortably swiveling
chairs of a university lecture hall
— had to imagine the play’s vari-
ous locales, including Grace’s
apartment in 1967 and the former
star’s soundstage.

David Goldman, a former CBS
drama critic, founded the National
New Play Center this year after his
wife took a position in the univer-
sity’s Psychology Department.

The class’ goals are twofold,
Goldman explained in his small of-
fice. On one hand, it is a tool for
established writers of national-im-
port to get sharp feedback on bud-
ding works. It  also teaches the stu-
dents how to look analytically at
new plays, by revealing the process
of their development. 

At the beginning of each class,
the night’s playwright introduces
the work and asks the audience to
focus on a particular issue for the
later discussion. Press-Coffman
wanted her audience to consider
the balance between the fancy of
the play’s time-traveling, rule-
bending Dean Martins and the
gravity of delicate parent-child re-
lationships interlaced in the plot.

“I want to see what happens to
the audience when I hear the
piece,” she said.

The criticisms the class gave at
the end were mostly on target of
the writer’s request, even as they
debated the play’s merits. “For me,
perhaps the whimsical got in the
way of the deeper message,” one
student said.

An older gentleman questioned
whether the four Dean Martins
would confuse an audience unfa-
miliar with the crooner’s life. A
younger female student responded
that she could easily keep track of
the various characters.

The conversation had a give-and-
take feel. One student asked Press-
Coffman about the inspiration for
the piece; she said it began after
she watched a marathon of Dean
Martin movies on cable.

Reached by phone the next
morning, Press-Coffman was am-
bivalent if she would use much of
the class’ feedback. But she was
impressed with the discourse. “I
felt there was a high level of un-
derstanding of what plays are,” she
said.

The eight full-length plays pre-
sented in the class are each on var-

ious tracks, but all are early drafts,
Goldman said. 

“Dean the Sublime” seemed
nearly ready for a full production.
Press-Coffman, an Arizona-based
playwright with a national reputa-
tion, said afterward she intended
to do one more rewrite and then
submit it for full production. Struc-
turally, she noted, “It does feel like
it’s working.”

There are four weeks left in the
continuing education series. It will
conclude on Monday, May 23 with
“Ashes” by Chinese-American Bay
Area playwright Cherylene Lee.
That reading will be co-presented
by TheatreWorks, which produced
Lee’s “The Legacy Codes” in an
earlier season.

In late June, the center will also
be hosting a five-day new play
conference along with San Fran-
cisco’s Magic Theatre. Press-Coff-
man and renowned playwright
Athol Fugard will be among 18
writers presenting new works.■

Staff Writer Bill D’Agostino
can be e-mailed at
bdagostino@paweekly.com.
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Arts & Entertainment

What: New play development
at Stanford
When: Mondays at 7:30 p.m.
through May 23
Where: Stanford University’s
Ceras Hall, 520 Galvez Mall
Cost: $5 for students, $20
general audience. For reserva-
tions call (650) 724-5796. 
Info: Please visit www.play-
wrightsfoundation.org/stan-
ford.shtml.

The inside of their heads
Stanford play reading program allows local audience to watch 

and aid the process of national playwrights
by Bill D’Agostino
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1-888-723-7831
http://BloodCenter.Stanford.edu

Share a part
of your life –
Give blood

Stanford Medical School
Blood Center

Left, Phoebe Moyer in “Dean the Sublime.” Right, Patrick MacKellan as Dean Martin.

Let the Sunshine in
There’s nothing quite
like the well crafted
beauty of an Andersen
window or door. At Bruce Bauer our expert sales staff
will help you find the best Andersen solution for your
home improvement needs. The famous Andersen®

Frenchwood® patio doors and the new custom-sized
double-hung windows provide exceptional beauty,
energy efficiency and reliability.

Come in to Bruce Bauer Lumber & Supply today to find out
more about our Andersen® windows and doors. Bruce Bauer
Lumber & Supply. We’re more than just a warehouse.

Bruce Bauer Lumber & Supply
134 San Antonio Circle, Mountain View, CA 94040
(650) 948-1089  www.brucebauer.com

Mon-Fri 7:30am-5:00pm  Sat 8:00am-4:30pm  Sun 9:00am-4:30pm 
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Music
Stanford Savoyards
The Stanford Savoyards
will present Gilbert & Sulli-
van’s “Iolanthe” tonight at 8
p.m. at Stanford’s Dinkel-
spiel Auditorium. The com-
ic opera centers on the
fairy Iolanthe, who dared to
love a mere mortal — a vio-
lation that resulted in her
banishment. Now par-
doned after 25 years, she
assists her grown son,
Strephon, a shepherd, who
loves Phyllis, a ward of the
Court of Chancery. Find out
what happens when mistak-
en identities, a horde of an-
gry fairies and a well placed
“spell” have their effect on
Parliamentary politics.

Additional show times are April 30 at 8 p.m. and
May 1 at 2:30 p.m. Tickets are $15 general; $10 sen-
iors; $8 student sand will be available by phone or in
person from the Stanford Ticket Office at 650-725-
2787. For more information please visit www.stan-
ford.edu/group/savoyards.

Tom Chapin
Tom Chapin will perform
Sunday from 1 to 4 p.m.
at Foothill College’s
Smithwick Theatre,
12345 El Monte Road in
Los Altos Hills. This family
concert is recommended
for children ages 4 and
up. Tickets are $15 ($17
at the door). Proceeds will
be donated to Music For
Minors, which provides
music-education classes
in elementary schools
throughout San Mateo
and Santa Clara counties,
as well as to other
groups. All seats are re-
served and may be purchased at
www.peopleofnote.org or by calling (408) 255-8322.
Group rates are available.

Art
Philippine art
Stanford Art Spaces will showcase a “Philippine Art
Exhibit,” featuring works by 14 Philippine artists,
through June 23. The Center for Integrated Systems
Art Spaces is located on the Stanford University cam-
pus. Admission is free. The center is open weekdays
from 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. For more information please
call (650) 725-3622 or visit
http://cis.stanford.edu/~marigros.

“On the Edge”
“On the Edge: Contemporary Chinese Artists En-
counter the West” will run through May 1 at Stanford’s
Cantor Arts Center. The exhibition explores the artists’
position in the art world and China’s position in the
world. The Cantor Arts Center is located off Palm Dri-
ve, at Lomita Drive and Museum Way. It is open
Wednesday through Sunday from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m.;
Thursday until 8 p.m. Admission is free. Docents will
give free tours of the exhibition on Thursdays at 12:15
p.m. and Saturdays and Sundays at 2 p.m.

Theater
“Zombie Prom”
“Zombie Prom” will preview tonight at 8 p.m. at the
Lucie Stern Theatre, 1305 Middlefield Road in Palo
Alto. Presented by Palo Alto Players, the produc-
tion is a zany musical send-up of 1950s and “B”
horror films. It will officially open on Saturday at 8
p.m. and run through May 15. Regular show times
are 8 p.m. Wednesday through Saturday and 2:30
p.m. on Sundays. Tickets are $22 for Sunday per-
formances; $24 for Wednesday and Thursday per-
formances; $25 for Friday evenings; $27 for Satur-
day evenings; $29 for Saturday’s opening-night
performance. Students and seniors receive a $3
discount for Wednesday, Thursday and Sunday
performances. For tickets please call (650) 329-
0891. For more information please visit
www.paplayers.org.

TheatreWorks New Works Festival
TheatreWorks will present its “New Works Festival”
through May 1 at the Mountain View Center for the
Performing Arts (Second Stage), 500 Castro St. In
addition to Regina Taylor’s off-Broadway musical,
“Crowns,” the festival will also feature staged read-
ings of three new musicals: “Wheelhouse” (May 1
at 5 p.m.), from alternative rock trio Groove Lily,
whose play “Striking 12” appeared at Theatre-
Works last December; original funk musical “The
Funkentine Rapture” (April 29 at 8:30 p.m. and
April 30 at 5 p.m.), created by Ben Blake and Lee
Summers, who starred in the original Broadway
cast of “Dreamgirls;” and “Piece” (April 30 at 8:30
p.m. and May 1 at 2 p.m.) from Tara Smith and
Scott Alan. In addition two comedies will be given
staged readings: Bay Area writer Firoozeh Dumas
(“Funny in Farsi”) will premiere her solo show
“Laughing Without an Accent” (April 29 at 6
p.m.),and Janet Allard will present her NASCAR
comedy, “Vrooommm!” (April 30 at 2 p.m. and May
1 at 8 p.m.). Festival tickets are $15 general admis-
sion; $10 for TheatreWorks subscribers and mem-
bers. “Crowns “ tickets are $20-$50. The “Vrooom-
mm!” production will be free, with seating subject
to availability. For more information please call (650)
903-6000 or visit www.theatreworks.org.

“The Belle of Amherst”
“The Belle of
Amherst” will
open tonight at 8
p.m. at the Pear
Avenue Theatre,
1220 Pear Av-
enue, Unit K in
Mountain View.
Written by
William Luce, the
play is a solo-
performance
piece based on
the life and writ-
ings of Emily
Dickinson. Addi-
tional show
times are Satur-
day at 8 p.m.
and Sunday at 2
p.m. The pro-
duction will be
repeated at simi-
lar times the
weekend of May
5-8. Tickets are
$10-$20 ($25 for the opening-night gala). For more
information call (650) 254-1148 or visit www.thep-
ear.org.

Arts & Entertainment

Wortha Look

Tom Chapin will perform
on Sunday from 1 to 4 p.m.
at Foothill College’s Smith-
wick Theatre.

Marina Orzano of Los
Altos and Brian Stuhan of
Stanford co-star in the
Stanford Savoyards’ pro-
duction of “Iolanthe.”

Diane Tasca stars in “The Belle of
Amherst” at the Pear Avenue Theatre.

COMING TO 

PALO ALTO MAY 1

Widen Your Focus!

Landmark’s Aquarius Theatre

430 Emerson St. (at University Ave.), Palo Alto

Sunday, May 1

12:00 noon

My Mother, the Mermaid

U.S. Premiere

(South Korea, 2004)

2:30 p.m.

Hawaii, Oslo (Norway, 2004)

U.S. Premiere

5:30 p.m.

King’s Game (Denmark, 2004)

8:00 p.m.

Chokher Bali: A Passion Play (India,

2003)

Monday, May 2

6:30 p.m.

Of Love and Eggs (Indonesia, 2004)*

North American Premier

9:00 p.m.

Champions (Czech Republic, 2004)*

Tuesday, May 3

7:00 p.m.

In the Battlefields

(France/Belgium/Lebanon, 2004)*

9:30 p.m.

The Riverside (Iran, 2004)

Wednesday, May 4

7:00 p.m.

Shepherds’ Journey into the Third

Millennium (Switzerland, 2002)

9:30 p.m.

Days and Hours (Bosnia and

Herzegovina, 2004)*

For ticket information go to

sffs.org or call (925) 866-9559

J O I N  U S !

SPONSORED BY

*Film Director expected to attend!
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Movies
Movie reviews by Jeanne Aufmuth, Tyler Hanley and Susan Tavernetti

Dear Frankie ✭✭✭1/2
(CineArts) Emily Mortimer gives a bravu-

ra performance in this sweetheart of a film
about a tenacious mom protecting her deaf
son from life’s harsh realities.

Nine-year old Frankie (Jack McElhone)
lives with single mom Lizzie (Mortimer) and
his Nana (Mary Riggans) in one of the many
dingy apartments they’ve occupied over the
course of the boy’s short life.

Due to a severe hearing loss, Frankie lives
in a world all his own, highlighted by the en-
thusiastic letters he sends and receives to his
merchant seaman dad who lives aboard an
exotic traveling trawler.

Perhaps not surprisingly the letters are writ-
ten by Lizzie, who maintains an intimate con-
nection with Frankie’s silent universe by
means of her colorful, word-inspired fantasy.
Hidden agenda item — keeping her son from
the ugly truth about his deadbeat dad. 

Unfortunately for Lizzie her make-believe
ship is coming into port and Frankie is beside
himself over his long-awaited reunion with
his absentee father. Enter the perfect stranger
(“Phantom of the Opera”’s Gerard Butler), a
handsome friend of a friend who reluctantly
offers to help create an imaginary shore leave
(in exchange for cash) so as not to disappoint
the excited lad.

The film’s narrative improbabilities aren’t
for everyone but they go down easily with the
proverbial grain of salt. Tight scripting is
well-wrought but a tad spare, offering both
Mortimer and Butler a chance to display their
ample skills without the benefit of lengthy
discourses.

This is a lovely ensemble piece that touch-
es on poignant themes of commitment, com-
passion and the emotional exhaustion inher-
ent in maintaining an elaborate fiction origi-
nating from love and fear. The gray “every-
dayness” of the Scottish coast intermittently
sparkles with the crystal glow of the sea and
a hint of something extraordinary lying just
beyond the horizon.

Rated: PG-13 for language and mature
themes. 1 hour, 45 minutes.

— Jeanne Aufmuth

Enron: The Smartest Guys in
the Room ✭✭✭1/2

(Guild) They only pretended to be the
smartest guys in the room as we know from
countless headlines and CNN news stories.
Sixty-five billion dollars in assets to total
bankruptcy in a pithy 24 days.

Arrogance, intolerance and greed were the
downfall of one of the most powerful corpo-
rations in the nation. Their demise took our
innocence down with them; a powerful belief
in a financial structure so omnipotent that
employees and shareholders alike staked their
life savings, and their lives, on it.

This is the cautionary tale of co-conspira-
tors Kenneth Lay, Jeffrey Skilling, and CFO
Andy Fastow, a smoke and mirrors triumph
masking the ultimate human tragedy.
Manned by America’s best and brightest, en-
ergy-trading Enron was the shining star in
the constellation of big business.

Behind the scenes the villainous power-
brokers were diverting company profits to
personal accounts and manipulating earnings
while continuing to market themselves as the
decade’s biggest success story.

As the “incandescently brilliant” Skilling is
burying debt and covering his tracks (not to
mention profiting from California’s misery a
la the energy crisis) and Fastow is pitching an
impossible future to banking moguls, their
co-workers find themselves victims of their
own hubris. 

In the vein of Michael Moore’s “Fahrenheit
9/11” (but less op-ed) “Enron” hones in on
the rise and fall of the corporate titans with
thrilling acumen and creative style. Talking
heads spout the shaky wisdom of pump-and-
dump and de-regulation while director Alex
Gibney organizes his narrative into catchy
themes and manipulates his sobering footage
with a snappy soundtrack and crisp editing
techniques.

Peter Coyote narrates with a sardonic flair
that wryly complements Enron and Co.’s hor-
rific deeds. Bethany McLean (author of the
original Fortune magazine story that spawned
the scandalous tell-all) is the calm in the mid-
dle of the storm, relaying details of her re-
search with cool and collected charm.

This particular contemporary tragedy has

been told and re-told and may seem repetitive
to news junkies in the know. But exploring
the darker side of human behavior is com-
pelling and entertaining, leaving in its wake
an acute sense of moral outrage.

Not rated, but should be R for nudity and
profanity. 1 hour, 50 minutes.

— Jeanne Aufmuth

It’s All Gone Pete Tong
✭✭1/2

(Century 16) Celebrity DJs have long plied
their trade in Ibiza, Spain, a mecca of deca-
dence for dance music fans and serial
partiers. Hip spinmaster Frankie Wilde (Paul
Kaye) earned his notoriety the traditional
way — with sex, drugs, women and rock and
roll. But his most original move was his last;
Frankie disappeared.

This tragicomic biopic charts the strange
rise and fall of the fictional Wilde who was at
the top of his game for 11 long years. He
controlled his crowds both musically and
physically and was the envy of the coolest
cats in the business.

Unfortunately Frankie’s love affair with
the bottle and a bottomless supply of chem-
ical substances doesn’t help dull the pain
when he begins to lose his hearing.

Battling his inner demons but determined
to turns things around, Frankie hires a lip-
reading instructor and attempts to put the
pieces back together. The goal is to redis-
cover the missing beat that rocked his soul
and defined him as a husband, lover and fa-

ther. Not to mention a legend in his own time.
A relentless techno-beat pounds out the

rhythms of this Christopher Guest-ish mock-
umentary that spoofs the club culture and our
own culture’s general misconception of the
disabled. The excessive hedonism of the first
act drags down the pacing but turns in on it-
self as Frankie morphs into a poster child for
hip handicappers.

In the nick of time Frankie finds salvation
and the rave vibe finds its own rhythm and
humor, charting the narrative to a catchy cli-
max.

Rated: R for excessive profanity and drug
use. 1 hour, 28 minutes.

— Jeanne Aufmuth

The Hitchhiker’s Guide to the
Galaxy ✭✭

(Century 16, Century 12) Viewing the cin-
ematic adaptation of novelist Douglas
Adams’ “The Hitchhiker’s Guide to the
Galaxy” coaxes a barrage of adjectives to the
forefront of the brain: Quirky, unique, imag-
inative, bizarre.

Unfortunately, “hilarious” and “exciting”
don’t leap to the frontal lobe.

Although British-born Adams’ 1979 nov-
el is a lauded and riotous trek across the uni-
verse, the big-screen, big-budget version
plods along and perplexes at every interstel-
lar turn. Magnetic performances from Mos
Def (“The Italian Job”) and Sam Rockwell
(“Matchstick Men”) escalate the energy, but
the pace is otherwise so slow that die-hard
fans will be using their towels for pillows,

OPENINGS

(continued on page 15)

The poignant ensemble film “Dear Frankie” stars (l-r) Emily Mortimer, Jack McElhone and
Gerard Butler.

Former Enron CEO Jeffrey Skilling in the
compelling documentary, “Enron: The
Smartest Guys in the Room.”

Mos Def (left) and Martin Freeman star in
the quirky but lackluster sci-fi comedy, “The
Hitchhiker’s Guide to the Galaxy.”
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NOW PLAYING

A Lot Like Love ✭✭1/2
(Century 16) Ashton Kutcher is surprisingly
well-rounded in this precocious laugher that
manages some fresh tangents before dis-
solving into conventional pabulum. Great big
man-child Oliver Martin (Kutcher) first meets
manic punk-rocker Emily Friehl (Amanda
Peet) at the airport, where they seal the deal
by becoming the newest members of the
Mile High Club. Flash forward to a span of
seven years, during which the pair runs into
each other sporadically and rekindles the
flickering flame. Maturity levels and lifestyles
change according to the logistics of geogra-
phy and serendipity but the song remains
the same: can’t live with you and can’t live
without you. Bottom line: “Love” is too cute
for its own good, ultimately drowning in for-
mula and gasping for an easy chic that it
never quite attains. Rated: PG-13 for pro-
fanity and adult situations. 1 hour, 47 min-
utes. — J.A. (Reviewed April 22, 2005)

The Amityville Horror ✭
(Century 16, Century 12) “Amityville” opens
promisingly enough. A young man traverses
his enormous house amidst flickering lights,
methodically killing his parents and siblings.
One year later, the house in Amityville, Long
Island, has become a realtor’s nightmare,
until George (Ryan Reynolds) and Kathy
(Melissa George) Lutz see it as a dream
come true. While the Lutzes settle in to their
new place strange goings-on begin to tran-
spire. Refrigerator magnets shift on their
own, bizarre sounds emanate from the
vents and Kathy’s young daughter chats
with a poltergeist. The snore-inducing lack
of real thrills and a storyline that seriously
strains believability make “Amityville” harder
to watch than it is to pronounce. Rated: R
for violence and terror, sexuality, language
and brief drug use. 1 hour, 40 minutes. —
T.H. (Reviewed April 15, 2005)

Fever Pitch ✭✭✭
(Century 16, Century 12) The latest comedic
offering from directors Bobby and Peter Farrelly
(“There’s Something About Mary”) is powered
by a passion for the Boston Red Sox. Satur-
day Night Live alum Jimmy Fallon embraces
the role of Ben, a sweet-natured schoolteacher
and diehard Red Sox fan. When Ben falls in

love with workaholic businesswoman Lindsey
(Drew Barrymore), the two seem destined for
a wedding date and white-picket fence. Things
are picture-perfect until baseball season starts.
Rated: PG-13 for crude and sexual humor,
and some sensuality. 1 hour, 41 minutes. —
T.H. (Reviewed April 8, 2005)

The Interpreter ✭✭
(Century 16, Century 12) The fictitious
African state of Matobo is the core of “Inter-
preter”’s international intrigue. United Na-
tions interpreter Silvia Bloome (Nicole Kid-
man) quietly goes about her job with maxi-
mum diplomacy and minimum heart. Things
change when she walks into her office one
fateful evening and mistakenly overhears
two men plotting to kill Matobo’s controver-
sial president, due to speak at the U.N.
General Assembly. That snafu brings the
cavalry running, in the edgy form of Tobin
Keller (Sean Penn), a hard-bitten Secret Ser-
vice agent (dignitary protection squad) who

has lost his wife to a car crash two weeks
previously. Naturally the perpetrators are out
to get Silvia. Naturally the Secret Service
can’t afford the scandal of a visiting dignitary
popped on foreign soil. The plot thickens as
the sticky wickets of revolution and global
terrorism go head-to-head with Silvia’s not-
so-pretty political past. Both Kidman and
Penn have something to offer even with a
preachy script to work from. Rated: PG-13
for language, violence and mature themes.
2 hours, 8 minutes. — J.A. (Reviewed April
22, 2005)

Kung Fu Hustle ✭✭✭✭
(Century 16, Century 12) Renaissance man
Stephen Chow (“Shaolin Soccer”) writes, di-
rects and stars as two-bit thief Sing, an
everyday nobody who aspires to be some-
body as a vicious Axe Gang member, a
Tarantino-esque band of marauders who
groove on extreme maim and plunder. Sing
makes the mistake of pulling a scam at the

Movies

The Stanford Theatre is showcasing
Alfred Hitchcock films throughout
April. The theatre is located at 221
University Ave. in Palo Alto. Screen-
ings are for Friday through Sunday
only. The theatre is closed on Mon-
day and Tuesday. For more informa-
tion call (650) 324-3700.

Dial “M” for Murder (1954) A man
plots to have his wealthy wife killed,
but when his plan backfires he frames
her. Directed by Alfred Hitchcock. Fri.-
Sun. at 7:30 p.m.; Sat. & Sun. also
at 3:35 p.m.

Saboteur (1942) An innocent aircraft
worker is accused of sabotage and
must find the guilty person in order to
clear himself. Directed by Alfred Hitch-
cock. Fri.-Sun. at 5:30 & 9:25 p.m.

STANFORD 
THEATRE

Note: The Spangenberg Theatre is lo-
cated on the Gunn High School cam-
pus, 780 Arastradero Road, Palo
Alto. Screening is for Saturday only.
Tickets are $5. For more information
please visit www.spangenbergthe-
atre.com or call (650) 354-8220.

Her Majesty (2005) New Zealander
Elizabeth Wakefield (newcomer Sally
Andrews) is a pre-teen dreamer who
fantasizes about a visit from freshly
coronated Queen Elizabeth II. Director
Mark J. Gordon will be in attendance
for a question and answer session.
Sat. at 7:30 p.m.

SPANGENBERG
THEATRE

A Lot Like Love (PG-13) Century 16: 11:50 a.m.; 2:40, 5:05, 7:30 & 9:50 p.m. 
✭✭1/2
The Amityville Horror Century 16: 1, 3:10, 5:20, 7:25 & 9:35 p.m. 
(R) ✭ Century 12: 12:55, 3:10, 5:25, 7:40 & 10 p.m. 
Dear Frankie CinéArts at Palo Alto Square: 1:45, 4:20, 7:20 &
(PG-13) ✭✭✭1/2 9:50 p.m. 
Enron: The Smartest Guys Guild: 2, 4:30, 7 & 9:45 p.m.; Sat. & Sun. also at 
in the Room (Not Rated) 11:30 a.m. 
✭✭✭1/2
Fever Pitch (PG-13) ✭✭✭ Century 16: 12:20, 2:50, 5:15, 7:35 & 10:05 p.m.

Century 12: 11 a.m.; 1:40, 4:40, 7:20 & 10:15 p.m. 
Guess Who (PG-13) Century 12: 11:20 a.m.; 1:50, 4:25, 7 & 9:35 p.m. 
(Not Reviewed)
The Hitchhiker’s Guide Century 16: 11:25 a.m.; 12:30, 1:55, 3, 4:25, 5:30, 7,
to the Galaxy (PG) ✭✭ 8, 9:30 & 10:30 p.m. Century 12: Noon, 2:30, 5, 7:30

& 10 p.m. 
House of D (PG-13) ✭✭ Century 16: 12:10, 2:30, 4:45, 7:10 & 9:25 p.m. 
The Interpreter Century 16: 11:15 a.m.; 12:25, 2, 3:25, 4:50, 6:20,
(PG-13) ✭✭ 7:40, 9:10 & 10:20 p.m. Century 12: 11:30 a.m.;

1:20, 2:20, 4:20, 5:15, 7:10, 8:10 & 10 p.m. 
It’s All Gone Pete Tong Century 16: 11:30 a.m.; 1:30, 3:35, 5:40, 7:55 & 10
(R) ✭✭1/2 p.m.
King’s Ransom (PG-13) Century 12: Noon, 2:35, 4:50, 7:10 & 9:30 p.m. 
(Not Reviewed)
Kung Fu Hustle Century 16: Noon, 2:20, 4:40, 7:05, 9:20 & 10:10 
(R) ✭✭✭✭ p.m. Century 12: 11:50 a.m.; 2:25, 4:45, 7:25 & 9:50

p.m.
Look at Me (PG-13) Century 16: 11:55 a.m.; 2:25, 4:55 & 7:20 p.m. 
✭✭✭✭

Melinda and Melinda Guild: Fri. & Sat. at 1:30, 4:30, 7 & 9:15 p.m. 
(PG-13) ✭✭✭

Millions (PG) ✭✭✭ CinéArts at Palo Alto Square: 2:15, 4:40, 7:10 &
9:40 p.m.; Sat. & Sun. also at 11:45 a.m. 

Miss Congeniality 2: Century 12: 11:25 a.m. 
Armed and Fabulous
(PG-13) ✭

Robots (PG) ✭✭✭ Century 16: 11:35 a.m.; 1:45 & 4:15 p.m. 
Sahara (PG-13) ✭ Century 16: 11:10 a.m.; 1:50, 4:30, 7:15 & 9:55 p.m.

Century 12: 11:05 a.m.; 1:50, 4:40, 7:30 & 10:20
p.m.

Sin City (R) ✭✭ Century 16: 11:40 a.m.; 2:15, 5, 7:50 & 10:25 p.m.
Century 12: 2, 4:50, 7:45 & 10:30 p.m. 

The Wild Parrots of Aquarius: 7:30 & 9:45 p.m.; Fri.-Sun. also at 2 & 5
Telegraph Hill (G) ✭✭✭ p.m.
Winter Solstice (R) ✭✭✭ Century 16: 6:55 & 9:05 p.m. 
XXX: State of the Union Century 16: 11:20 a.m.; 12:15, 1:40, 2:45, 4:05, 
(PG-13) (Not Reviewed) 5:10, 6:30, 7:45, 9 & 10:15 p.m. 

Century 12: 11:45 a.m.; 1:35, 2:15, 4:05, 4:45, 6:35,
7:15, 9:05 & 9:45 p.m.

MOVIE TIMES

★ Skip it ★★ Some redeeming qualities ★★★ A good bet ★★★★ Outstanding

Aquarius: 430 Emerson St., Palo Alto (266-9260)

Century Cinema 16: 1500 N. Shoreline Blvd., Mountain View (960-0970)

Century Park 12: 557 E. Bayshore Blvd., Redwood City (365-9000)

Guild: 949 El Camino Real, Menlo Park (266-9260) 

CinéArts at Palo Alto Square: 3000 El Camino Real, Palo Alto (493-3456)

Spangenberg: 780 Arastradero Rd., Palo Alto (354-8220)

Stanford: 221 University Ave., Palo Alto (324-3700) 

Internet address: For show times, plot synopses trailers and more information
about films playing, visit Palo Alto Online at http://www.PaloAltoOnline.com/

Note: Screenings are for Friday through Tuesday only. 

ON THE WEB: The most up-to-date movie listings at www.PaloAltoOnline.com

CRITICS ACROSS THE GALAXY ARE 
RAVING ABOUT “HITCHHIKER’S”!

“FUNNY! A MARVELOUS
MIND-BENDING RIDE.”

GARY SCHENDEL, ABC-TV/SAN DIEGO

“FUNNY! A MARVELOUS
MIND-BENDING RIDE.”

GARY SCHENDEL, ABC-TV/SAN DIEGO

SORRY, NO PASSES

SEE IT NOW!
DIGITAL  PROJECTION

“THE BEST ACTION FILM OF THE YEAR!”
Paul Fischer, DARK HORIZONS

CENTURY THEATRES
CENTURY 12 DOWNTOWN 3
SAN MATEO 650-558-0123

CENTURY THEATRES
CENTURY PARK 12
REDWOOD CITY 650-365-9000

CENTURY THEATRES
CENTURY PLAZA 10
SO. SAN FRANCISCO 650-742-9200

Sorry, No Passes Accepted 
For This Engagement.

Check Theater 
Directory for Showtimes.

Free* Movie Ticket to see “XXX: STATE OF THE UNION” inside every specially
marked “XXX: Uncensored Unrated Director’s Cut” 2-Disc DVD.

*Valid for one admission (up to $7.50 U.S./$10.50 CDN) at participating theaters until 6/10/05.

STARTS FRIDAY, APRIL 29

A film by JUDY IRVING
featuring MARK BITTNER

NOW PLAYING

Released by
Shadow Distribution

Released by Shadow Distribution A film by JUDY IRVING featuring MARK BITTNER

“A GREAT, IMPORTANT,
AND UNFORGETTABLE MOVIE.”

–Melissa Levine, SAN FRANCISCO WEEKLY

The following is a sampling of movies
recently reviewed in the Weekly:



ramshackle housing project of Pig Sty Alley,
unwittingly drawing the ire of the infamous
Gang and establishing a vendetta between
parrying camps. Despite their modest ap-
pearances the exploited Sty folk are ex-
tremely well-versed in the art of self-de-
fense. No-nonsense violence takes its toll in
death and destruction while the lighter side
of wrong-doing subtly masks gritty social
satire. Infinite kudos to Chow’s exhaustive
efforts and masterful success. Rated: R for
bloodshed and violence. 1 hour, 49 minutes.
— J.A. (Reviewed April 22, 2005)

Look at Me ✭✭✭✭
(Century 16) Agnes Jaoui’s second feature is

a rare gem, a film so wise and witty and lay-
ered that you won’t want it to end. The story
focuses on 20-year-old Lolita (Marilou
Berry), the overweight and insecure daugh-
ter of famous author Etienne Cassard (Jean-
Pierre Bacri). She longs for her father’s love
and approval, often feeling overshadowed
by his beautiful young wife (Virginie Desar-
nauts) and their little girl. An aspiring singer,
Lolita rightfully resents the compliments her
self-absorbed father doles out to the writers,
television personalities, models and per-
formers who sometimes bask in his celebri-
ty. Within minutes, Jaoui creates a Parisian
slice of life populated with interesting char-
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The Spangenberg Theatre will host a Bay Area Adventure
Film Festival on Wednesday, May 4. The festival is a benefit
for the Leukemia & Lymphoma Society. Tickets are $15 and
can be purchased at the door the night of the festival or on-
line at www.baaff.org. The Spangenberg Theatre is located
on the Gunn High School campus, 780 Arastradero Road,
Palo Alto. For more information please visit www.spangen-
bergtheatre.com or call (650) 354-8220.

Bay Area Adventure Film Festival The Spangenberg Theatre
will showcase “seven exhilarating short films that celebrate the
mountain environment and the spirit of adventure” to benefit
the Leukemia & Lymphoma Society. The films include “Alone
Across Australia” (trekking); “Ouray Ice” (climbing); “Hockey
Night in Ladakh” (hockey); “One World” (kayaking); “Soul Pur-
pose” (skiing); “Skilletto” (unicycling) and “Trans Andes”
(paragliding). Wed. at 7:30 p.m.

BAY AREA ADVENTURE FILM FESTIVAL

A MAGNOLIA PICTURES RELEASE OF A 2929 ENTERTAINMENT & HDNET FILMS PRESENTATION

IN ASSOCIATION WITH JIGSAW PRODUCTIONS ENRON: THE SMARTEST GUYS IN THE ROOM  EDITOR ALISON ELLWOOD
DIRECTOR OF PHOTOGRAPHY MARYSE ALBERTI  ORIGINAL MUSIC MATTHEW HAUSER NARRATOR PETER COYOTE BASED ON THE BOOK “THE SMARTEST GUYS IN THE ROOM” BY PETER ELKIND AND  BETHANY MCLEAN

EXECUTIVE PRODUCERS TODD WAGNER  MARK CUBAN  JOANA VICENTE PRODUCED BY ALEX GIBNEY  JASON KLIOT  SUSAN MOTAMED
WRITTEN AND DIRECTED BY ALEX GIBNEY

WWW.ENRONMOVIE.COMJIGSAW 

THE SMARTEST GUYS
IN THE ROOM

It’s Just
Business

Starts Friday, April 29th
SEE DIRECTORY OR CALL THEATRE FOR SHOWTIMES
EXCLUSIVE PENINSULA ENGAGEMENT • NO PASSES

COME SEE WHERE ALL YOUR MONEY WENT.

“AN AMAZING
PIECE OF WORK!.

”’Everyone should see this film. Brilliantly executed.”
-Richard Roeper, EBERT AND ROEPER

“TWO THUMBS UP.’
I NEVER UNDERSTOOD ENRON UNTIL NOW.

Not left wing or right wing, this is a film about a crime.”
-Roger Ebert, EBERT AND ROEPER

“A RIVETING DOCUMENTARY
THAT MADE MY JAW DROP AND MY HACKLES RISE.”

-David Ansen, NEWSWEEK

“JAW-DROPPING!
’A spellbinding documentary that has the suspense of a horror film.”

-Karen Durbin, ELLE MAGAZINE

“★★★★SPELLBINDING!
As real life stories go, this is as riveting and revealing about the

dark side of American business as they come.”
–David Sterritt, CHRISTIAN SCIENCE MONITOR

while unfamiliar viewers are scratching their heads.
Everyman Arthur Dent (Martin Freeman of “The Office”) is hav-

ing a weird day. In the span of a few minutes his house gets bulldozed,
his best friend (Mos Def as Ford Prefect) confesses to being from an-
other planet, and an extraterrestrial race of unsavory beings known as
Vogons destroy Earth to clear the path for a hyperspace expressway.

All while Dent is stuck in his robe with nothing save his trusty tow-
el.

Prefect — an expert in outer-space hitchhiking — rescues Dent pri-
or to Earth’s destruction and hitches a ride on one of the Vogon star-
ships. Before you can say “Darth Vader,” Prefect and Dent are tra-
versing the galaxy and mingling with unusual characters.

President of the Galaxy Zaphod Beeblebrox (Rockwell) is a dimwit-
ted egomaniac, Marvin the Paranoid Android (voice of Alan Rickman)
is perpetually depressed, and Trillian (Zooey Deschanel of “Almost
Famous”) is (gulp!) a beautiful girl.

“Galaxy” plays out like “The 5th Element” meets “Spaceballs,” al-
though not quite as engaging as either of those films. The monotonous
narration — care of British thespian Stephen Fry — makes the “ad-
venture” feel like adolescent storytime at the YMCA. Several laugh-
out-loud scenes, such as when Prefect is forced to suffer through a Vo-
gon’s horrific poetry, break the tedium for brief moments.

Fans of Adams’ novel should disregard all reviews and judge the
film for themselves — it’s been 20 years in the making and worth at
least a one-time watch. But those who prefer more grounded materi-
al can skip a trip to the cineplex.

Rated: PG for thematic elements, action and mild language. 1 hour,
50 minutes.

— Tyler Hanley

House of D ✭✭
(Century 16) David Duchovny is a lot of things (actor, father, Yale

post-grad) but as a writer/director he has a lot to learn.
First lesson is to write what you know, or at least what you suspect

will translate into a good onscreen story. Duchovny’s mawkish com-
ing-of-age tale looks great but lacks instinct by relying on melodra-
matic theatrics. 

Duchovny himself is narrator Tom Warshaw who offers up the tale
of his own adolescence (circa 1973) as a gift to his 13-year old son.
Young Tom (Anton Yelchin) lives in a Greenwich Village brownstone
with his mercurial mom (Duchovny’s wife Téa Leoni), whose man-
ic mood swings are the result of the untimely death of her husband to
cancer. 

Tom spends most of his screen time navigating the ins and outs of
prep school and the thrilling hurt of his first crush (Zelda Williams as
Melissa), both of which culminate in narrative pitfalls. The emotion-
al minefield known as the middle-school dance is the film’s best of
show.

In true individual style Tom pals around with Pappas (Robin
Williams), a mentally retarded janitor with a heart of gold (ugh) and
spills his girl troubles to House of Detention resident cum lady of the
night Bernadette (Erykah Badu).

In turns awkward and sincere, “D” is peppered with superfluous ec-
centrics and overblown sentiment better suited to a Hallmark Hall of
Fame mini-series. Williams’ gentle giant is uncomfortably reminis-
cent of his nauseating turn as the saccharine nonconformist Patch
Adams.

Pat conclusion doesn’t get the job done but Yelchin offers a grown-
up subtlety that carries through to the bitter end.

Rated: PG-13 for language and sexual references. 1 hour, 37 minutes.

— Jeanne Aufmuth

OPENINGS

To view the trailers for “The Hitchhikers Guide to the Galaxy,” “It’s All Gone
Pete Tong” and “House of D” visit Palo Alto Online at http://www.PaloAltoOn-
line.com/

(continued on next page)

(continued from page 13)
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acters and even more interesting group dy-
namics. Filled with insight about the human
condition and glorious music, “Look at Me”
is the most unpretentiously ambitious film to
grace the cinema in years. Rated: PG-13 for
brief language and a sexual reference. In
French with English subtitles. 1 hour, 50
minutes. — S.T. (Reviewed April 8, 2005)

Melinda and Melinda ✭✭✭
(Guild) Bypassing his distinctive straight-
for-the-jugular psychosis, Woody Allen
fashions a crowd-pleasing romantic dram-
edy that speaks to the mystical concept of
“what if?” Radha Mitchell is Melinda, a be-
mused divorcee who lives in a duplex
across the hall from happy-go-lucky but
out-of-work actor Hobie (Will Ferrell) and
his struggling movie-producer wife, Susan
(Amanda Peet). Melinda stumbles into one
of the couple’s dinner parties, thanks to an
overdose of pills and booze and Hobie is
instantly smitten by her fragile beauty. But
what if the story took on a more tragic
tone? The flip side is the wretched life of
Melinda (Mitchell again), an old high-
school chum of a Park Avenue princess
named Laurel (Chloe Sevigny), who is
hitched to alcoholic playboy actor Lee
(Jonny Lee Miller). This cerebrally frothy
charmer is an easygoing rumination on the
tenuous overlap of happy and sad, suc-
cess and failure. Rated: PG-13 for lan-
guage and sexuality. 1 hour, 39 minutes.
— J.A. (Reviewed March 25, 2005)

Millions ✭✭✭
(CineArts) Danny Boyle flaunts his diverse
talent by eschewing his traditional edge
(“Trainspotting,” “28 Days Later”) and tack-
ling the lighter side of family values with in-
fectious whimsy. Two young boys living in
an anonymous English suburb pine for
their lost mum and count on their loving
dad (James Nesbitt) and their vivid imagi-
nations to keep them afloat. Freckle-faced
Damian (Alex Etel) is a pip, blessed with a
simple faith that manifests itself in sweet
conversations with imaginary saints. Older
bro Anthony (Lewis McGibbon) is heading
into that awkward pre-teen stage. When a
canvas bag full of money flies from the
skies and lands on Damian’s ramshackle
playhouse it seems like a gift from God.
The brothers swear each other to secrecy

Movies

Distributed by Buena Vista Pictures Distribution  ©Touchstone Pictures

“SMART, FUNNY“
”AND EDGY!”

Jim Svejda, KNX/CBS RADIO

SEE IT
NOW!

SORRY, NO PASSES

Real Estate Matters 
“PERMANENT” VACATION 

Want to get away from it all?  
Northerners dream of the beaches in 
winter, and southerners need to beat 
the heat in summer. Big City 
dwellers crave the peace and quiet 
offered by the outdoors, while 
others want to escape small-town 
boredom to experience all that a 
bustling metropolis offers! 

These pictures illustrate how all 
of us, regardless of how happy or 
where we are, dream of “getting 
away from it all” for more than one 
week of vacation each year. 

No matter what your “change of 
pace,” a local real estate 
professional can help you find an 
ideal second home.  Think you can’t 
afford it?  Add up all those hotel 
receipts, resort rental charges, and 
other travel expenses that build up 
every year, and you’ll probably end 
up with a sum that would make a 
tidy down payment! 

Also consider that a second 
home may appreciate and help build 
equity, that you can collect income 
from renting while you’re not there, 

and you may even enjoy some tax 
advantages. 

Real estate professionals here 
have access to information about 
properties all across the country! If 
you’re considering the purchase of a 
second home, this is an excellent 
time to pursue your dream vacation 
home! 

Jackie Schoelerman is a Broker 
Associate with Alain Pinel Realtors. 
She has degrees in both Architec-
ture and Business Finance, with 
extensive experience in Real Estate, 
Architecture, and Construction. 
Call Jackie for Real Estate advice. 

 
Jackie  Schoelerman 

www.schoelerman.com 
650-543-1169 

Enzo Cilenti
MILLIONS (PG)

Fri. Mon. & Tue. (2:15-4:40) 7:10-9:40
Sat. & Sun. (11:45) 2:15-4:40-7:10-9:40

DEAR FRANKIE (PG–13)
Fri. Mon. & Tue. (1:45-4:20) 7:40-10

Sat. & Sun. (1:45) 4:20-7:40-10
Times Valid For Friday, 4/29  thru  Tuesday,5/3 Only © 2005

© 2004 UNIVERSAL STUDIOS

E B E R T  &  R O E P E R

“TWO THUMBS UP.”
“Nicole Kidman and Sean Penn do such a great job.”

RICHARD ROEPER

C H I C A G O  T R I B U N E  

“EXCITING.
A full-throttle thriller.”
Michael Wilmington

Century Theatres 
CENTURY PARK 12 
Redwood City
650/365-9000

Century Theatres 
CENTURY 12 DOWNTOWN 
San Mateo
650/558-0123

Century Theatres 
CENTURY PLAZA 10 
So San Francisco 
650/742-9200

CHECK THEATRE DIRECTORIES 
OR CALL FOR SOUND 
INFORMATION AND SHOWTIMES
NO PASSES ACCEPTED

GRAND JURY AWARD

www.itsallgonepetetong.com

CINÉARTS @ CENTURY CINEMAS 16
STARTS FRIDAY, APRIL 29TH

SEE DIRECTORY OR CALL THEATRE FOR SHOWTIMES
EXCLUSIVE PENINSULA ENGAGEMENT • NO PASSES

“Sharply funny…brilliantly acted…

HILARIOUS!”

-Dotson Rader, Contributing Editor, PARADE

“A crazily energetic evocation of an amped-up subculture... 
24 HOUR PARTY PEOPLE fans will lap it up.”

Glenn Kenny, PREMIERE

“Frankie spins gold, not just vinyl.”
-NEW YORK TIMES

“AN INSANELY

ENTERTAINING

SMASH FANTASY!
-Owen Gleiberman, 

ENTERTAINMENT WEEKLY

VIEW THE TRAILER AT: WWW.KUNGFUHUSTLEMOVIE.COM

“NON STOP
MAYHEM!

DEFIES ALL THE LAWS OF
GRAVITY IN ITS PURSUIT OF

THRILLS AND LAUGHS!”
-David Ansen, NEWSWEEK

SEQUENCES OF STRONG, STYLIZED ACTION AND VIOLENCE

www.sonyclassics.com

NOW PLAYING!

“A THRILL RIDE!
HECTIC AND ECLECTIC!  IT CAN BE

WATCHED AGAIN AND AGAIN!”
-A.O. Scott, THE NEW YORK TIMES 

“GUT-BUSTINGLY
FUNNY! 

DON'T MISS IT!”-Lou Lumenick, NEW YORK POST 

FROM THE FIGHT CHOREOGRAPHER OF “THE MATRIX” 
AND “CROUCHING TIGER, HIDDEN DRAGON.”

ENTER THE KUNG FU HUSTLE SWEEPSTAKES FOR A CHANCE TO WIN A SCION xB AT: 

NO PURCHASE NECESSARY. Void in FL, HI, and where prohibited. Open to legal residents of the continental U.S. (FL and HI excluded), who are 16 years or older and possess a valid driver’s license as of 3/15/05. Ends 11:59:59 p.m. EST 6/15/05. Prize
restrictions apply. For Official Rules, send a SASE to: Kung Fu Hustle Sweepstakes, P.O. Box 6375, Burbank, CA 91510. The depiction of the Prize Vehicle in any advertising or promotional materials may not reflect the actual vehicle delivered to the winner. 

WWW.KUNGFUHUSTLEMOVIE.COM

CENTURY PLAZA 10
410 Noor Avenue,
S. San Francisco 
(650) 742-9200

CENTURY HYATT 3
1304 Bayshore Hwy,
Burlingame 
(650) 340-1516

CENTURY 16 
1500 Shoreline Blvd.,
Mountain View 
(650) 960-0970

CENTURY PARK 12 
557 Bayshore Blvd.,
Redwood City 
(650) 365-9000

CENTURY 12
320 East 2nd Ave.,
San Mateo
(650)558-0123

VIEW THE TRAILER AT WWW.LOOKATMEMOVIE.COM

A film by AGNÈS JAOUI

WINNER
BEST SCREENPLAY

CANNES FILM FESTIVAL

OPENING NIGHT
SELECTION

NEW YORK FILM FESTIVAL

www.sonyclassics.com 

“HIGHEST RATING!
COMPELLING!

AN ENGROSSING
NEW DRAMA!”

-Ruthe Stein,
SAN FRANCISCO CHRONICLE

EXCLUSIVE ENGAGEMENT 
NOW PLAYING!

CHECK THEATRE DIRECTORIES OR CALL FOR SHOWTIMES

CENTURY CINEMAS 16
1500 N. Shoreline Blvd., Mountain View

(650) 960-0970

(continued from previous page)
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and stash the cash with the intention of
using it solely for good deeds. Visuals are
saturated in vibrant color and the narrative
packaged with Boyle’s stylish technique,
lending an evocative charm and an aura of
childlike virtue. Rated: PG for mildly adult
situations. 1 hour, 37 minutes. — J.A. (Re-
viewed March 25, 2005)

Sahara ✭
(Century 16, Century 12) Working from an
adaptation of Clive Cussler’s titular novel,
director Breck Eisner (“Thoughtcrimes”)
delivers an Indiana Jones-James Bond-
MacGyver wannabe in which the Moroc-
can locations are the only thing worth
watching. “Sahara” qualifies as a goofy
guilty pleasure — so bad it’s good for all
the wrong reasons. Rated: PG-13 for ac-
tion violence.  2 hours, 7 minutes. — S.T.
(Reviewed April 8, 2005)

Sin City ✭✭
(Century 16, Century 12) With an outsider
attitude and digital technology, Robert Ro-
driquez has redefined the graphic novel on
film. Partnering with visionary comics cre-
ator Frank Miller, the Texas-based film-
maker has successfully transposed the
stunning look, jump-cut dynamics and
crime-noir bleakness of the “Sin City” se-
ries to the screen. The film captures story-
thread snippets from four Miller tales of
bruised anti-heroes, hot broads, corrup-
tion and betrayal in Basin City — the town
without pity. Rodriquez makes Miller’s
postmodern “Sin City” sizzle, even though
his adaptation is not faithful to the source
material. Fans of the series can ink in the
missing pieces. Everyone else can relish
the cool dialogue and groundbreaking look
— if the extreme violence doesn’t kill you.
Rated: R for explicit and extreme violence,
sex, language and adult situations. 2
hours, 6 minutes. — S.T. (Reviewed April
1, 2005)

The Wild Parrots of Telegraph Hill ✭✭✭
(Aquarius) Filmmaker Judy Irving makes a
lovely little mountain out of a molehill in
this poignant documentary emphasizing

the confluence of man and animal. Mark
Bittner is a drifter, a professional street
musician who lands in San Francisco and
takes an unexpected fancy to a vibrant
flock of cantankerous parrots. With no
money and temporary digs at his disposal,
Mark finds his life’s calling. He and his
feathered friends share a powerful rebel-

liousness and an unquenchable thirst for
freedom; their mutual trust uniquely
charming. Alternately enchanting and bit-
tersweet, “Parrots” is a winsome nature
doc with a heart. Rated: G for good stuff
for all ages. 1 hour, 23 minutes. —J.A.
(Reviewed Feb. 18, 2005)

Guest Suites Feature:
• One or two bedroom suites include fully equipped kitchens with stove,

refrigerator, microwave oven, dishwasher and utensils
• Large work desk with desk-level outlets and adjustable lighting
• Cable/satellite TV with in-room movies and all-news channel
• Granite kitchen countertops and Corian vanities
• Coffee maker with complimentary coffee
• Separate sleeping and living areas
• Hair dryer, iron and ironing board
• Free high-speed Internet access

Facilities / Services
• 156 tastefully appointed suites
• Free wireless high-speed Internet access in lobby, meeting rooms & pool areas
• Complimentary buffet breakfast & evening social (Monday-Thursday)
• Manager’s weekly barbecues (summer season)
• Dinner delivery service from local restaurants
• Express check-out
• Complimentary business services (faxing & copying)
• Plenty of space for entertaining or meetings
• Fitness center, Sport Court,® pool and whirlpool

Residence Inn by Marriott
4460 El Camino Real 

Los Altos, California 94022
Reservations: (800) 331-3131

Tel: (650) 559-7890  Fax: (650) 559-7891
www.losaltosresidenceinn.com

Combining the conveniences of home with the services of a hotel.

Award-winning service from an award-winning hotel!

RESIDENCE INN
PALO ALTO–LOS ALTOS.

Award-winning service from an award-winning hotel!

RESIDENCE INN
PALO ALTO–LOS ALTOS.
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NOW SERVING
Following are condensed versions, in alpha-
betical order, of longer restaurant reviews pub-
lished in the Weekly over the past several years.
This week’s reviews begin where the list ended
one week ago.
Price Guide: (Beverages not included in aver-
age meal prices) $ - Average meal per person
less than $10 $$ - Average meal $10-$15
$$$ - $15-$20 $$$$ - Above $20 

Café Pro Bono, 2437 Birch St., Palo Alto
(650) 326-1626 Inventive Northern Italian

cuisine, soft lighting, perfect for a date or a
business dinner.  Mon.-Fri. 11 a.m.-2:30
p.m.; 5-10 p.m.; Sat.-Sun. 5-10 p.m. $$$
(Reviewed December 31, 1999)
Cafe Renaissance, 321 Hamilton Ave., Palo
Alto (650) 321-6222 Cafe Renaissance
specializes in tasty Persian platters. Don’t
miss the khoresh-e fesenjan (only available at
dinner) , in which pomegranate paste is
cooked with ground walnuts and tender
pieces of butternut squash, creating a rustic
stew that is then simmered with chicken.
The cafe’s kabobs are also tender and sa-
vory.  Lunch: Monday - Friday, 11 a.m. - 3

p.m. ; Dinner: Tuesday - Friday, 5 - 9 p.m.;
Saturday - 11 a.m. - 10 p.m. Closed Sun-
days.  $$-$$ (Reviewed January 7, 2005)
Café Silan, 867 Santa Cruz Ave., Menlo
Park (650) 326-5404 A tiny yet charming
cafe serving authentic Kurdish food. That
means lamb kabobs and stews, flat breads
topped with veal and lamb, and bulgur dish-
es, made from a cracked wheat grain.  Daily
11 a.m.-10 p.m. $$ (Reviewed December 15,
2000)
Caffe Riace, 200 Sheridan Ave., Palo Alto
(650) 328-0407 The lulling thunder of a
nearby fountain, the wide expanse of intricate

marble terrace, the spunky Sicilian fare and
the modestly priced Italian reds are transport-
ing.  Daily 11:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m. and 5-10
p.m. $$$ (Reviewed July 7, 1998)
California Café, 700 Welch Road, Palo Alto
(650) 325-2233 Large dining room with
earth-tone scheme is comfortably appointed.
The menu, which runs the gamut from finger
food to salads to seafood and pasta, focuses
on California cuisine with Asian accents.
Mon.-Fri. 11:30 a.m.-9:30 p.m., Sat. 11
a.m.-9:30 p.m., Sun. 11 a.m. -9 p.m. $$$-
$$$$ (Reviewed August 2, 2002)
California Pizza Kitchen, 531 Cowper St.,

Palo Alto (650) 323-7332 Southern Califor-
nia-based chain serving a variety of pizzas,
including vegetarian, Peking duck, Thai
chicken, etc. Sandwiches, pasta and soup
are also on the menu. This is a family restau-
rant — it’s reliable, consistent, efficient and
clean. The ingredients are fresh, if not sophis-
ticated and offers something for everyone.
Monday-Saturday, 11 a.m. to 11 p.m.; Sun-
day 11 a.m. to 9 p.m. $$ (Reviewed March
18, 2005)
Carpaccio, 1120 Crane St., Menlo Park
(650) 322-1211 Veal, pasta, pizzas, chicken

Eating Out

I n Korea after the war, construc-
tion workers often had nowhere
to go for lunch, explains Sun

Tofu owner Daniel Choi. So food
carts were brought to the work sites.
But then the cooks, with only one
burner in their carts, needed to de-
vise a filling meal that could be
cooked in a single pot.

The result was soft tofu soup,
Choi said. With its silky tofu, meat,
vegetables and broth, the dish soon
became a staple around the country.
“After that, people started learning
how to make it better,” he said.

Choi’s restaurant specializes in
soft tofu soup, a dish that straddles
the border between soup and stew. It
arrives at the table boiling in the
clay pot it was cooked in. The din-
er cracks a raw egg into the pot and
whisks it with chopsticks, adding

richness to the broth without over-
cooking the egg; then stirs in rice,
lending a chewiness.

Sun Tofu offers seven kinds of
soft tofu soup — meat, vegetable
and combinations. The best was
kimchee ($8.08 for lunch, $8.78 for
dinner), which comes with a choice
of pork or beef; I chose pork. The
kimchee, preserved greens in this
case, added a sharp, potent flavor to
the mild tofu, and complemented
the pork well. (In Korea, kimchee
refers to any pickled vegetable, not
just the spicy cabbage familiar to
Americans.)

Seafood soft tofu soup ($9.01
lunch, $9.70 dinner) was also good,
with its sweet, milky shrimp-fla-
vored broth. It contained one large
shrimp with its head still on, a clam,
bits of slightly chewy squid, an oys-

ter and a number of bay shrimp.
With so much tofu, the soup risks

blandness. The kimchee version
avoided that problem with its vine-
gary assertiveness, but the other
soups required more spiciness. I re-
quested medium spiciness for the
combination soup ($9.01 lunch,
$9.70 dinner) and found it wasn’t
enough. It came out a bit dull, even
with the whole party — shrimp,
mussel and beef — in the pot.

Besides the soft tofu soup, Sun
Tofu offers two other choices:
bibimbob, a bowl of rice with meat
and vegetables on top; and bulgogi,
grilled meat. There is also a tofu
salad ($5.54 lunch, $6 dinner), but
it wasn’t available the day I ordered
it.

The bibimbob ($6.93 lunch,
$7.62 dinner) arrived in the same
type of bowl as the soup, only it
was smoking instead of boiling.
Atop the rice, fanned around the
edges of the bowl, was an array of
finely cut beef; julienned carrots;
strips of the white, slightly sweet

bellflower roots; portobello mush-
rooms; zucchini and bean sprouts.
In the middle was a single egg yolk,
barely cooked, which is stirred into
the mixture.

Choi describes bibimbob as “Ko-
rean pizza,” as it’s a selection of
meat and vegetables atop a starch
layer, but I found it to be more Ko-
rean en papillote, with its minimal-
ly seasoned veggies and meat,
sealed with a heavy lid and cooked.
The effect of both methods is simi-
lar: well-cooked vegetables that of-
fer only their own essence as fla-
voring. The bibimbob was a sim-
ply prepared, but tasty dish; the only
fault being that the rice was burnt on
the bottom of the bowl.

If a diner finds the bibimbob lack-
ing personality, there’s a squeeze
bottle of chili sauce on the table.

The soup and bibimbob feature
little meat, so if you’re hankering
for a pile of protein, you can order
bulgogi — marinated and grilled
pork, chicken or beef. My spicy
pork bulgogi ($9.70 lunch, $10.39
dinner) was nothing but a plate of
fiery hot, thinly sliced pork, well
grilled so it was still moist. A bowl
of tasty miso soup accompanied it,
as did the bowl of rice that comes
with everything but the bibimbob.

It’s a bowl of rice, by the way,
with a little personality: The most-
ly white rice contains a few grains
of red rice and some beans and
peas. Koreans add the extras for tex-
ture and protein.

Choi said he went with a simple
menu partly because he found him-
self in a situation similar to that of
the construction crew cooks. His lo-
cation on El Camino in south Palo
Alto had a limited kitchen, so his
cooks couldn’t efficiently concoct a
wide variety of food.

But the Korean tradition of side
dishes saves Sun Tofu from too
much sameness. These dishes,
called banchan, arrive on the table
in little bowls soon after diners or-
der. At lunch, there are five: pickled
bean sprouts, cold rice noodles in
sesame sauce with carrots and green
onion, boiled seaweed with chili
sauce, potatoes in a sweet thin soy

sauce and cabbage kimchee. At din-
ner diners receive a sixth dish: slices
of a rolled spinach omelet.

My favorite were the rice noo-
dles, with their toothsome texture
and slightly salty sesame flavor. But
I also liked the bite of the seaweed,
though its chili sauce was a bit too
hot, calling for gulps of rice to tame
the fire. 

The service at Sun Tofu was
mostly friendly and gracious: When
I looked curiously at the raw egg
on the table, for example, the serv-
er explained how to mix it into the
soup. A few times, however, the
server perfunctorily slapped dishes
on the table without a word or a
nod. The banchan and entrees ar-
rive fairly quickly, transported to
diners on stainless-steel carts.

Probably the biggest downside to
Sun Tofu is its atmosphere, which is
reminiscent of a school cafeteria.
The main dining room is a square,
white-painted box with a few small
paintings, a fake ficus tree and a
fridge for sodas. In the adjacent din-
ing room, oddly, ceramic Christmas
figures stand on the windowsill.

With its filling, healthful meals,
Sun Tofu is a great place to grab an
inexpensive lunch or dinner. But it’s
not a place to take a date — in fact,
there’s no alcohol. Which is too
bad, even for casual diners, as beer
is the perfect complement to spicy
tofu. ■

RESTAURANT REVIEW

Kevin Hagen

A traditional Korean bibimbob with rice and side vegetables.

Korean tradition 
in Palo Alto

Soft tofu soup a specialty of local restaurant
by Mandy Erickson

Sun Tofu, 4127 El Camino Real,
Palo Alto; (650) 424-8805
Hours: Open for lunch Monday
through Saturday 11:30 a.m. to
2:30 p.m. Open for dinner sev-
en days 5 to 9 p.m.

Reservations

Credit cards

Valet Parking

Alcohol

Takeout

Highchairs

Wheelchair
access

Banquet

Catering

Outdoor
seating

Noise level:
Low

Bathroom
Cleanliness:
Good

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

ON THE WEB: Hundreds of restaurant reviews at www.PaloAltoOnline.com

(continued on page 21)
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Paradise (650) 968-5949
1350 Grant Rd. #15B, Mt. View

Now serving Halal meat, charcoal grilled
kabobs and daily vegetarian specials

Armadillo Willy’s 941-2922
1031 N. San Antonio Rd., Los Altos

Range: $5.00-13.00

Brix Charcole Grill 321-3300
1246 El Camino Real, Menlo Park

Cook Book Restaurant 321-7500
127 Town & Country Village, Palo Alto

For breakfast-out-of-the-ordinary!
Tue-Sat 7am-3pm, Sun & Hol. 8am-3pm

The Duck Club 322-1234
100 El Camino Real in the Stanford Park

Hotel, Menlo Park. American Regional cuisine

Hobee’s 856-6124
4224 El Camino Real, Palo Alto
Also at Town & Country Village, 

Palo Alto 327-4111

Rangoon 325-8146
565 Bryant Street, Palo Alto

Wonderfully exotic & inexpensive
11:30-2 Mon-Sat,
5-9:30 Mon-Thurs

5-10 Fri & Sat

Chef Chu’s (650) 948-2696
1067 N. San Antonio Road

on the corner of El Camino, Los Altos
2002 Zagat: “Gold Standard in 

Fresh Chinese Cuisine.”

Jing Jing 328-6885
443 Emerson St., Palo Alto

Spicy Szechwan, Hunan, Food To Go, Delivery
www.jingjingonline.com

Mei Long 961-4030
867 El Camino Real, Mtn. View

★★★★ — San Jose Mercury News
Top Rating in Zagat 2002 
& San Francisco Focus

Hunan Garden 565-8868
3345 El Camino Real, Palo Alto

Incredible Seafood, Vegetables • 7 days

Ming’s 856-7700
1700 Embarcadero East, Palo Alto

www.mings.com

New Tung Kee Noodle House 
520 Showers Dr., MV in San Antonio Ctr.
Voted MV Voice Best ‘01, ‘02, ‘03 & ‘04

Prices start at $3.75 See Coupon
947-8888

Peking Duck 856-3338
2310 El Camino Real, Palo Alto

We also deliver.

Su Hong—Menlo Park
Dining Phone: 323–6852

To Go: 322–4631
Winner, Palo Alto Weekly “Best Of”

8 years in a row!

Windy’s (Chinese) 325-3188
168 University Ave., Palo Alto

Award-winning food. Catering/To Go

Chez TJ 964-7466
938 Villa St., Mountain View

Tues-Sat Dinners only 5:30-9:00pm
“Outrageously good” New French-American

fare —Zagat 2003

Cafe Bombay 948-9463
4546 El Camino, Los Altos 

at San Antonio
Lunch, Dinner, Buffets every day

Darbar Indian Cuisine 321-6688
129 Lytton, Downtown Palo Alto 
Lunch Buffet M-F; Open 7 days

Janta Indian Restaurant 462-5903
369 Lytton Ave., Downtown Palo Alto 
Lunch Buffet  M-F; Organic Veggies

Café Pro Bono 326-1626
2437 Birch St., Palo Alto

Serving a wide variety of traditional dishes with
a freshness you can see and taste.

Oregano’s 941-3600
4546 El Camino, Los Altos

Gourmet  Pasta,  Pizza. Banquet Rooms

Spalti Ristorante  327-9390
417 California Ave, Palo Alto

Exquisite Food • Outdoor Dining

Fuki Sushi 494-9383
4119 El Camino Real, Palo Alto

Open 7 days a Week

Fiesta Del Mar 965-9354
1006 N. Shoreline Blvd., Mountain View

Mexican Cuisine & Cantina

Fiesta Del Mar Too 967-3525
735 Villa Street, Mountain View Open Week-

nites to 11pm, Weekends to 12pm

Palo Alto Sol 328-8840
408 California Ave, Palo Alto

Huge menu • Homestyle Recipes 

Fandango Pizza 494-2928
3407 Alma, Palo Alto
Live Bluegrass Music 

www.fandangopizza.com

Pizza My Heart 327-9400
220 University Ave., Palo Alto

Range: $1.50-16.50

Pizz’a Chicago 424-9400
4115 El Camino Real, Palo Alto
This IS the best pizza in town

Ramona’s Pizza 322-2181
2313 Birch St., Palo Alto

Free Delivery • N.Y. Hand-Spun Pizza

Cook’s Seafood 325-0604
751 El Camino Real, Menlo Park

Seafood Dinners from 
$5.95 to $9.95

Garden Fresh Asian Cuisine 961-7795
1245 W. El Camino, Mountain View

Open Daily • Lunch • Dinner • To Go

Krung Siam 322-5900
423 University Ave., Palo Alto
King of Krung Siam 960-7077

194 Castro St., Mtn. View

Thaiphoon 323-7700
543 Emerson Ave., Palo Alto

Great taste  of Thai & Asian cuisine
Outside patio seating

www.thaiphoonrestaurant.com

THAI

VEGETARIAN

SEAFOOD

PIZZA

MEXICAN

JAPANESE & SUSHI

ITALIAN

INDIAN

FRENCH

CHINESE (continued)

CHINESE

BURMESE/CHINESE

AMERICAN

AFGHAN & PERSIAN CUISINE

of the weekof the week

Search a
complete listing

of local
restaurant
reviews by

location or type
of food on

PaloAltoOnline.com

Palo Alto
o n l i n e

Casa 
Isabel
2434 Park Blvd

(near California Ave.)

650-328-3102
Fine Mexican Cuisine

Tuesday-Friday
11:30-2pm • 5:30-9pm
Saturday-5:30-9pm
(closed Sun & Mon)
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and fresh fish served in a warm, hospitable
trattoria. Full bar. Reservations suggested.
Lunch Mon.-Fri. 11:30 a.m.-2 p.m.; Late
lunch 2-5 p.m.; Dinner Mon.-Thu. 5-10 p.m.;
Fri. and Sat. 5-10 p.m.; Sun. 5-8:30 p.m.
$$$ (Reviewed May 23, 2003)
Casa Isabel, 2434 Park Blvd., Palo Alto
(650) 328-3102 Casa Isabel remains family-
owned and operated, lending a warm ambi-
ence that’s evident the moment you walk
through the door. The cuisine is best de-
scribed as Mexican comfort food.  Beer, san-
gria and margaritas are available. Lunch
Mon.-Fri. 11:30 a.m.-2 p.m.; Dinner Mon.-
Sat. 5:30-9 p.m. $$ (Reviewed December
20, 2002)
Celia’s, 3740 El Camino Real, Palo Alto
(650) 843-0643 Traditional Mexican food
with a full page of house specialties. Long-
time family-owned establishment. Portions
are generous and everything is made from
scratch. Mon.-Thu. 11 a.m.-10:30 p.m.; Fri.-
Sat. 11 a.m.-11 p.m.; Sun. 11 a.m.-10 p.m.
$$ (Reviewed August 1, 2003)
Cetrella, 845 Main St., Half Moon Bay
(650) 726-4090 Cetrella features a decent
dinner menu honoring Italy, France and
Spain, but the real draw is the bar food.  Im-
merse yourself in the tapas menu and don’t
miss the wine list — over 200 bottles and 25
wines by the glass. Sun.-Thu. 5:30-9:30
p.m.; Fri.-Sat. 5:30-10 p.m; Sun. brunch
10:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m. $$$-$$$$ (Reviewed
April 5, 2002)
Chantilly, 3001 El Camino Real, Redwood
City (650) 321-4080 This elegant, upscale
restaurant leans heavily toward Italian, with
lots of veal scaloppini, risotto, gnocchi and
calamari. Private rooms available. Mon.-Fri.
11:00 a.m.-2 p.m.; Mon.-Sat. 5:30-10 p.m.
$$$ (Reviewed January 14, 2000)
Chef Chu’s, 1067 N. San Antonio Road, Los
Altos (650) 948-2696 This 30-year old
Peninsula stronghold focuses on not one but
four major Chinese regions: Sichuan, Can-
tonese, Hunan and Mandarin. All your favorite
family-style dishes are offered. Full bar,
wheelchair access.  Mon.-Thu. 11:30 a.m.-
9:30 p.m.; Fri. 11:30 a.m.-10 p.m.; Sat.
noon-10 p.m.; Sun. noon-9:30 p.m. $$-$$$
(Reviewed March 28, 2002)
Chevy’s, 2907 El Camino Real, Redwood
City (650) 367-6892 Chevys, “Fresh Mex,”
comes through with the best Mexican food
on the Midpeninsula. Favorites include fajitas,
tacos, seafood platters. Huge chain restau-
rant with a phone-ahead waiting list. Chil-
dren’s menu.  Sun.-Thu. 11 a.m.-10 p.m.;
Fri.-Sat. 11 a.m.-11 p.m. $$ (Reviewed Janu-
ary 3, 1996)
Chez TJ, 938 Villa St., Mountain View
(650) 964-7466 Chez TJ offers delicious
and beautifully presented contemporary
French cuisine in a charming restored Victori-
an house. Four to seven course prix-fixe
menus that change every two weeks.  Tue.-
Sat. 5:30-9 p.m. $$$$ (Reviewed July 7,
2000)
China Delight, 461 Emerson St., Palo Alto
(650) 326-6065 China Delight has been
around for about eight years, a well-known
Szechwan-Mandarin alternative to the food of
its more incendiary neighbor, Jing Jing, and a
component of a perfect downtown Palo Alto
evening of movies at the Aquarius. Daily
11:30 a.m.-2 p.m., 4:30-9:30 p.m. $ (Re-
viewed May 29, 1998)
Chris’s Fish & Chips, 209 First St., Los Al-
tos (650) 948-6155 This is fried fish heaven
and the chips (fries to us Yanks) are equally
wonderful.  Beach casual, friendly atmos-
phere.  Daily 11 a.m.-8:30 p.m. $$ (Reviewed
September 6, 2001)
Compadres Old Adobe, 3877 El Camino
Real, Palo Alto (650) 858-1141 Traditional
and light Mexican food. Eat indoors or out on
the heated patio.   Sun.-Thu. 11:30 a.m.-10
p.m.; Fri.-Sat. 11:30 a.m.-11 p.m. $$ (Re-
viewed April 25, 2003)
Cook Book Restaurant, 127 Town and
Country Village, Palo Alto (650) 321-7500
Basic, traditional breakfasts and lunches are
the order of the day at this Palo Alto staple.
They’re known for their blintzes, omelets,
waffles, crab melts and burgers. Generous
heaping portions and efficient service are
highlights. Tue.-Sat. 7 a.m.-3 p.m.; Sun. and
holidays 8 a.m.-3 p.m. $$ (Reviewed Sep-
tember 19, 2002)
Cook’s Seafood, 751 El Camino Real, Men-
lo Park (650) 325-0604 Here you’ll get
some of the freshest seafood found in the
Bay Area. And Cook’s serves it up deep-fried
or at its fresh fish market next door. Menu
also features soups and salads. Patio seat-
ing.  Mon.-Thu.  and Sat. 11 a.m.-8:30 p.m.;
Fri. 11 a.m.-9 p.m. $$ (Reviewed January 19,

2001)
Cool Cafe, 328 Lomita Drive, Stanford Uni-
versity, Palo Alto (650) 725-4758 Jesse
Cool’s latest organic cafe is at the Cantor
Arts Center at Stanford University. Enjoy mar-
ket-inspired sandwiches, salads and roasted
chicken or king salmon. Finish off your meal
with a glass of port and a rich dessert. Wed.-

Sun. 11 a.m.-5 p.m; Thu. 11 a.m.-3:30 p.m.
and 5-8 p.m. $ (Reviewed August 18, 2000)
Country Gourmet, 2098 W. El Camino Real,
Mountain View (650) 962-1700 This “Cali-
fornia cuisine” staple has been dishing up re-

(continued from page 19)

(continued on page 24)

“Now 

you’re talkin’

Italian”

939 W. El Camino Real, Mountain View
Between Shoreline and Castro

Mon. - Thur.: 11am - Midnight  ◆ Friday: 11am - 1:00am
Saturday: 11:30am - 1:00am  ◆ Sunday: 11:30 - 11:00

ITALIAN FOOD 
& PIZZERIA

1st Pizzeria 
on

El Camino Real
Established 1947

Family Owned & Operated

www.fjlmountainview.com 15% Discount with SUID15% Discount with SUID

Frankie, Johnnie
& Luigi Too!

Frankie, Johnnie
& Luigi Too!

Voted Stanford University’s 
GOLD MEDAL WINNER

“BEST PIZZA”

ALL FOOD AVAILABLE TO GO!
Open Late 7 Days a Week

(650)967-5384
15 

MINUTES
FROM

CAMPUS!

™

™

(408) 593-2488 • www.pegasusentertainment.com

Making your party
dreams come true

DJ Mr. E provides popular
songs, traditional
music, country, rock,
and ethnic sound... 
he has it all!

Pegasus provides complete
sound & lighting sys-
tems.  Please ask about
our giveaway prize packages.

Weddings • Birthdays
Bar Mitzvahs 
Corporate Parties • Schools 
Multicultural Affairs
Bilingual (fluent in Spanish)

Seafood Dinners from $595 to $995

Clam Chowder - Seafood Salads
Our Award Winning Fish & Chips

Prepared from the finest Alaskan halibut.

Also featuring a full service fresh fish market.
Restaurant: Mon-Sat 11-8:30 pm, Fri ‘til 9 pm

Market: Mon - Sat 9 - 7, Closed Sunday

751 El Camino Real Call in Orders Welcome
Menlo Park, CA 94025 Phone 650 325-0604 or 322-2231

BEST FRESH FISH • BEST SEAFOOD

Cook’s Seafood
Restaurant & Market
“A GREAT PLACE TO EAT LUNCH OR DINNER”

P
A

L
O

A
L T O W

E

E
K

L
Y

BEST OF
2 0 0 0

2003

JING JING
        Chinese

• Chef’s Special Orange Peel Beef
• Prawns in Garlic Sauce
• Hunan Lamb
• Szechwan Dan Dan Mein
• Whole Fish in Szechwan Hot Bean Sauce
We also offer mild food and special Vegetarian
& Seafood Menus.

THE HOTTEST PLACE IN TOWN!

O R I G I N A L
Szechwan Hunan Gourmet

IT’S HOT!
WE REALLY MEAN IT!

Food To Go • Delivery

443 Emerson St., Palo Alto
(cross street University Ave., Downtown)

www.jingjingonline.com
Reservations Accepted

650-328-6885  Fax 328-8889

Ridgeside Café

3140 ALPINE ROAD • PORTOLA VALLEY

LADERA COUNTRY SHOPPER • 854-4166

PRIVATE BANQUET ROOM AVAILABLE
★★★–San Jose Mercury News

Breakfast 7am-11am • Lunch 11am-2:30
Dinner 5pm-9:00 • 7 days a week

Best Brunch in area on Weekends!
BRUNCH 8AM - 2:30PM

NEW CHEF WITH NEW NIGHTLY SPECIALS

DELIVERY* or Take-Out

Japanese Food to Go!

$625

• Special Combo Obento
• Sushi • Combo Sushi
• Vegetarian sushi

  Lunch & Dinner Available

M I Y A K E

*min, Order $20

CALL NOW! 650 323-9449

140 University Ave, Palo Alto  •  www.miyake-usa.com
We accept Visa & Mastercard
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Mothers’ Day Sunday Brunch
Sunday, May 8, 2005

10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Cold Station

Whole Poached Salmon with Cilantro Aioli, Smoked Salmon with
Condiments, Small Prawns with Cocktail Sauce, Organic Baby Mixed

Greens with Assorted Dressing, Potato, Onion, Garlic and Herb Spanish
Tortilla, Couscous Salad with Zesty Dressing, Pasta Salad with Tomatoes,

Olives, Peas, Fresh Herbs and Balsamic Vinaigrette, Oriental Green Beans,
Almond and Pepper Salad,Ceasar Salad, Sliced Seasonal Fruits and Berries,
International & Domestic Cheese Display, Assorted Whole Fruits, Assorted

Juices and Milk, Assorted Breads with Butter and Preserves, Assorted
Breakfast Breads and Bagels with Cream Cheese.

Hot Station
Scrambled Eggs with Salsa and Grated Cheese on the Side, Traditional Eggs

Benedict, Breakfast Potatoes, Bacon, Sausage, Apple and Raisin Crepes
with Sour Cream, Apple Wood Grilled Chicken Breast with Baby

Artichokes, Capers, Sundried Tomatoes, Seared Mahi Mahi with Ginger
Mango Sauce, Sauteed Seasonal Vegetables, Rice Pilaf with Herbs, Roasted

Potatoes.

Omelet and Waffle Station
With Assorted Condiments

Carving Station
Prime Rib au Jus with Creamy Horseradish

Honey Glazed Ham

Dessert Station
Assorted French Pastries, Cakes, Chocolate Mousse, Créme Brulee

Adults $38.95 Children (4-12) $18.95
For Reservations, Please Call: (650) 321-4422

The Westin Palo Alto | 675 El Camino Real | Palo Alto, CA 94301

Voted best florist
by The Palo Alto
Weekly. Serving

Palo Alto for
over 40 years.

Large variety of
flowers, plants
and gift baskets

453 Waverley Street • Palo Alto, CA
(650) 321-5390

www.michaelasflowershop.com

Mother’s Day Flowers
from

M i c h a e l a ’ s  F l o w e r  S h o p
(formerly Stapletons)

www.restaurantlulu.com
430 Kipling St.
Downtown Palo Alto
650.328.6722

Mother’s Day
is May 8th

Treat your Mom (and yourself!)
to a special meal in one of our unique
dining rooms or outdoor garden.
Brunch menu offered from 10am-3pm.
Large parties welcome.

Open for Mother’s Day
Brunch 10-3 • Dinner 4-9

—  S e a s o n a l  M e d i t e r r a n e a n  I t a l i a n  &  F r e n c h  C u i s i n e  ——  S e a s o n a l  M e d i t e r r a n e a n  I t a l i a n  &  F r e n c h  C u i s i n e  —

Open for dinner 7 days a week 

Lunches Monday - Saturday

Featuring 700 wine selections

& Full Service Bar

— 185 University A— 185 University Avenue, Palo Alto, CAvenue, Palo Alto, CA 94301 ~ 650 321 3514 —94301 ~ 650 321 3514 —

r e s t a u r a n tr e s t a u r a n t w i n e  b a rw i n e  b a r

Make reservations at
www.lavandarestaurant.com

810 San Antonio Rd., Palo Alto
650.852.0546 • www.bodykneads-dayspa.com

7 days, 10am-10pm
Offer ends May 15, 2005

Body Kneads

Give a gift of spa.
She deserves it.

Deluxe European Facial, Manicure & Spa Pedicure $88, reg. $107 

Express Mini-Facial, Manicure & Spa Pedicure $70, reg $87

One Hour Swedish Massage, Manicure & Spa Pedicure $80, reg $102

Manicure and Spa Pedicure $22, reg. $37

Gift Certificates available.

Salon & Spa

A Mother’s Day Treat –
Trader Vic’s Champagne Brunch

Seafood Display & Tempting Starters

Breakfast Selections: Brioche French
Toast • Spinach & Shrimp Quiche •
Chicken Mango Sausage

Entrée Selections: Pan Seared
Salmon • Oven Roasted Lemon-Herb
Chicken • Classic Baked Ziti

Carving Selections: Chinese Wood-
Fired Oven-Roasted Prime Rib •
BBQ Pork Loin

Kids’ Selections: Chicken Fingers •
Spaghetti • Scrambled Eggs

Sweet Endings: Citrus Cheesecake •
Chocolate Truffle Cake • Fresh
Fruit Salad in Star Anise Sauce

On the Brunch Buffet ...

◆ Special buffet brunch
featuring Trader Vic’s 
island-style cuisine

◆ Piano entertainment 
◆ Adults: $35; Kids under

12: $15 (plus tax & tip)

Complimentary
champagne &

roses for Moms!

Sunday, May 8 
11:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.
(by reservation only)

Call (650) 849-9800
to reserve

4269 El Camino Real, Palo Alto • www.tradervicspaloalto.com 

... and more!

Mother’s Day Buffet
Sunday, May 8, 2005

10 a.m. to 2.p.m.
Seafood Buffet

Whole Steamed Salmon with Cucumber Herb Sauce
Smoked Salmon with Condiments

Crab Salad with Chipotle Mayonnaise, Mussels with Cocktail Sauce, Squid Salad
Bay Shrimp & Scallop Ceviche

Salad Station
Caesar Salad

Smoked Tofu Salad, with Button Mushrooms, Green Onions, 
Sesame Soy Dressing, Tomato & Mozzarella with Pesto

Minted Couscous Salad with Bell Peppers, Raisins and Almonds
Orzo Pasta with Sundried Tomato Dressing

Fruits & Cheese Station
Sliced Mixed Fruit with Berries  Imported and Domestic Cheese Display

Hot Stations
Eggs Benedict

Grilled Chicken Breast with Smoked Passilla Pepper Cream
Apple Crepe with Sour Cream

Seasonal Vegetable & Steamed Rice

Carver Station Prime Rib, Au Jus, Turkey with Cranberry Sauce
Baked Ham with Honey Glaze

Omelet & Waffle Station, Eggs Made to Order
Italian Buffet Penne Pasta, Cheese Tortellini, Marinara and Alfredo Sauce

Rosemary Foccacia Bread
Chinese Buffet Pork Buns with Hoisin Sauce, Potstickers

Soy Sauce, Hot Oil, Rice Vinegar, Fortune Cookies
Assorted Breakfast Breads and Rolls, Bagels with Cream Cheese,

Butter & Preserves
Pool Dessert Station Ice Cream with Condiments, Cheese Cake,

Assorted Cakes, Chocolate Mousse, Tiramisu, Assorted Cookies

Adults $36.95 Children (4-12) $16.95

For Reservations, Please Call: (650) 328-2800
Sheraton Palo Alto Hotel | 625 El Camino Real | Palo Alto, CA 94301

Special Menu for
Brunch 10-3, Dinner 3-10 

233 University Avenue, Palo Alto
650-322-1846 • Open 7 days

Ancient Italy On

Mother’s Day

Call now to make Mother’s Day reservations
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The locals choice to enjoy Mother’s Day - Indoor and Courtyard dining.
The fabulous award-winning cuisine of The Stanford Park Hotel will be on
display for Mother’s Day Brunch. Feast on signature omelets, roast prime rib
and leg of lamb, fresh seafood, specialty salads and the incredible Chocolate
Park display.

Champagne will flow for the adults and punch for the children.

Also offering our famous Bloody Mary Bar, specialty 
drinks, and our award-winning wine list.

$54.95 per person
$24.95 children under 12
Children under 3 are our guest!
Seatings from 10:00 AM to 3:00 PM

650-330-2790
Bring your Mom and your family home
to the Park.

Stanford Park Hotel • 100 El Camino Real • Menlo Park, CA 94025 • 650-322-1234 or 800-368-2468

421 Alma Street, Palo Alto
(650) 321-8949

Mother’s Day Special
• Body Polish/wrap with milk and

honey/algae or paraffin wax

• Beauty Massage 

• European Facial

NOW $225 (reg $270)
With this coupon. Expires 7/31/05.

Biodroga • Dr. Grandel • Jane Iredale • MD Formulations • BION 
Murad • Sothy’s • Skin Ceuticals • AGERA • CONTROL

Professional Products

417 California Avenue, Palo Alto  •  650-327-9390  •
www.spalti.com

Come & Celebrate Mother’s Day at Spalti

Mother’s Day Brunch
10:30 am - 3:00 pm

Dinner 4:30 pm - 9:00 pm
Now Taking Reservations

RISTORANTE

G I F T  I D E A S
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liable food at fair prices for more than 20
years.  A comfortable place to sit and chat
and the best part is that there’s no corkage
fee — so bring your own wine to dinner and
drink it with impunity. Mon. 7 a.m.- 2:30 p.m.,
Tue.-Sat. 7 a.m.-8:30 p.m.; Sun. 8 a.m.-2:30
p.m. $$ (Reviewed April 18, 2002)
D’Asaro Trattoria, 1041 Middlefield Road,
Redwood City (650) 995-9800 Chef
Christopher Fernandez directs this Tuscan-
themed restaurant known for its antipasti,
soups, salads, wood-oven pizzas and de-
lightful entrées: An outdoor café also serves
light breakfasts and lunches, espresso and
sweets.  Lunch Mon.-Fri. 11:30 a.m. on; din-
ner Mon.-Thu. 5:30-10 p.m., Fri.-Sat. 5:30-
11 p.m., Sun. 5:30-9 p.m. Cafe hours: Mon.-
Fri. 7 a.m.-10 p.m., Sat.-Sun. noon-9 p.m.
$$$ (Reviewed June 14, 2002)
Dal Baffo, 878 Santa Cruz Ave., Menlo
Park (650) 325-1588 One of the Peninsula’s
most highly regarded restaurants. Italian spe-
cialties served in a formal dining room.
Known for its all-inclusive wine list. Reserva-
tions recommended.  Lunch Tue.-Fri. 11:30
a.m.-2 p.m. Dinner Mon.-Sat. 5-10:30 p.m.
$$$$ (Reviewed January 31, 2003)
Dana Street Coffee Roasting Company,
744 W. Dana St., Mountain View (650)
390-9638 The comfortable atmosphere pro-
vides a place to “hang,” but the real draw is
the coffee, with in-house roasted beans. Early
morning, find baskets of muffins, bagels and
pastries, while at noontime choose from
sandwiches and salads. Wireless Internet ac-

cess; live jazz on weekends. Mon.-Thu. 6:30
a.m.-10 p.m.; Fri. 6:30 a.m.-11 p.m.; Sat. 8
a.m.-11 p.m.; Sun. 8 a.m.-6 p.m. $ (Re-
viewed December 28, 2001)
Darbar Indian Cuisine, 129 Lytton Ave.,
Palo Alto (650) 321-6688 Main dishes
change daily, but there are always vegetarian
and meat entrees. Trimmings include buttery
rice, lentils, soups, white nan bread, wafer
crisp dosas, three chutneys, salsa, orange
wedges, green salad, raita and dessert.
Lunch buffet.  Mon.-Fri. 11 a.m.-2:30 p.m.;
Mon.-Wed. 5-9:30 p.m.; Thu.-Sun. 5-10:30
p.m. $$ (Reviewed January 12, 1996)
Dashi, 873 Hamilton Ave., Menlo Park
(650) 328-6868 This hip and stylish Japan-
ese restaurant serves big portions of ab-
solutely fresh and beautiful sushi and sashimi,
as well as tempura, udon noodle and grilled
fish and vegetable specialties.  Lunch Mon.-
Sat. 10:30 a.m.-3 p.m.; Dinner Mon.-Thu. 5-
9 p.m., Fri.-Sat. 5-10 p.m. $$ (Reviewed
June 8, 2001)
Deedee’s, 2551 W. Middlefield Road,
Mountain View (650) 967-0568 The pure
vegetarian homestyle cooking here means
handmade roti breads, made-from-scratch
sauces and chutneys, and a wide selection of
vegetables. Lunch is a bountiful buffet; dinner
is a thali platter with lots of small bites.
Desserts are not to be missed.  Daily 11
a.m.-8:30 p.m. $ (Reviewed November 10,
2000)
Dinah’s Poolside Grill, 4261 El Camino
Real, Palo Alto (650) 493-4542 Run by the
Magnuson family for 25 years. Menu includes
grilled center-cut pork chops, Southern fried

chicken and rack of lamb with caramelized
onions. “65,000 possible omelet combina-
tions.” Breakfast served all day. Daily 6:30
a.m.-9:30 p.m. $$ (Reviewed August 29,
2002)
Dittmer’s Gourmet Meats and Wurst
House, 400 San Antonio Road, Mountain
View (650) 941-3800 This small shop is
home to almost 50 types of sausage and
more than 30 lunch meats, 40 smoked
meats and assorted liverwursts, patés, poul-
try and smoked fish.  Sandwiches and drinks
also available. Seating is only available out-
side on picnic-style benches. Mon.-Fri. 9
a.m.-6 p.m.; Sat.: 9 a.m.-5 p.m. $$$ (Re-
viewed November 29, 2002)
Diving Pelican Cafe, The, 650 Bair Island
Road, No. 102, Redwood City (650) 368-
3668 Tuck into Belgian waffles or a sandwich
or salad while overlooking a marina full of
boats.  Patio dining. Tue.-Sun. 8 a.m.-3 p.m.
$$ (Reviewed August 23, 2001)
Douce France, 104 Town & Country Village,
Palo Alto (650) 322-3601 Head to Douce
France — “sweet France” — for fabulous
pastries and coffee in the mornings,  salads,
authentic panini and yummy quiche tarts for
lunch, and decadent sweets any other time.
Mon.-Sat. 7 a.m.-7 p.m.; Sun. 8 a.m.-4 p.m.
$ (Reviewed September 15, 2000)
Draeger’s Market Bistro, 1010 University
Ave., Menlo Park (650) 324-7733 Top of
the Market bistro offers a security guard’s
view of the downstairs supermarket.  Menu is
California eclectic and split between lunch fa-
vorites and fancy breakfast dishes.  Weekday
breakfast 7:30 a.m.-11 a.m. Lunch 11 a.m.-
2:30 p.m.; Brunch Sat.-Sun. 8 a.m.-2:30
p.m. Call for dinner hours. $ (Reviewed
March 24, 1995)
Duck Club Restaurant, 100 El Camino Real
in the Stanford Park Hotel, Menlo Park
(650) 322-1234 Specialties at this hotel
restaurant include Governor Stanford’s fa-
vorite duck and grilled salmon. Variety of pas-
ta dishes, sandwiches and breakfast items.
Reservations recommended. Breakfast Mon.-
Sat. 6:30-10:30 a.m., Sun. 6:30-10 a.m.;
Brunch Sun. 10 a.m.-2 p.m.; Lunch Mon.-
Sat. 11:30 a.m.-2 p.m. Dinner daily 5:30-10
p.m. $$$ (Reviewed March 14, 1995)
Elbe, 117 University Ave., Palo Alto (650)
321-3319 At Elbe you’ll find old world Ger-
man classics updated with a pan-European
twist. There’s even live accordion music Fri-
day and Saturday nights to go with your sau-
erbraten and strudel.  Mon.-Fri. 11:30 a.m.-2
p.m.; daily 5-9 p.m. $$$ (Reviewed January
12, 2001)
Empire Tap Room, 651 Emerson St., Palo
Alto (650) 321-3030 Pasta, pizza, bistro-
style grill items, salads, sandwiches, 16 beers
on tap and extensive wine list. Standing-
room-only during happy hour. Mon.-Fri.
11:30 a.m.-11 p.m., Sat. 11:30 a.m.-10 p.m.
bar open until midnight, Sun. 11:30 a.m.-9
p.m. bar open until 11 p.m. $$$ (Reviewed
March 1, 1996)
Estampas Peruanas, 715 El Camino Real,
Redwood City (650) 368-9340 One of the
Mid-Peninsula’s few Peruvian restaurants of-
fers an enticing range of classic South Ameri-
can dishes that seldom fail to please. The
menu includes a small cross-section of meat
and chicken, vegetarian selections and many
seafood dishes.  Tue.-Fri. 11 a.m.-9 p.m.;
Sat.-Sun. 11 a.m.-10 p.m. $ (Reviewed July
11, 1997)
Evvia, 420 Emerson St., Palo Alto (650)
326-0983 Exciting Greek cuisine amid a rus-
tic yet stylish Mediterranean decor. The room
features large wood tables, wood-fired ovens
and colored bottles on the walls. Mezethes
(appetizers) are particularly good. Moussaka,
lamb chops, lamb shank, quail and seafood
excel. Desserts are heaven-sent. Knowledge-
able service. Excellent wine list. Noisy and
busy; reservations recommended.  Lunch:
Mon.-Fri. 11:30 a.m.-2 p.m.; Dinner Mon.-
Thu. 5:30-10 p.m.; Fri.-Sat. 5-11 p.m.; Sun.
5-9 p.m. $$$ (Reviewed August 13, 2004)
Fambrini’s Terrace Cafe, 2600 El Camino
Real, Palo Alto (650) 858-1268 Straightfor-
ward sandwiches and salads served in a
beautiful terrace setting with a view that just
won’t quit. Affordable coffee drinks and good
range of cookies as well. Mon.-Fri. 8 a.m.-
3:30 p.m.  $ (Reviewed April 7, 2000)
Fiesta del Mar, 1005 N. Shoreline Blvd.,
Mountain View (650) 965-9354 Impressive
menu that specializes in gourmet Mexican
cuisine and seafood dishes.  Bar also fea-
tures more than 200 different tequilas.  Daily
lunch 11 a.m.-2:30 p.m. Dinner Mon.-Thu. 5-
9 p.m.; Fri. 5-10 p.m.; Sat. 11 a.m.-10 p.m.;
Sun. 11 a.m.-9 p.m. $$ (Reviewed August
18, 1995)
Fiesta Del Mar Too, 735 Villa St., Mountain
View (650) 967-3525 Impressive menu that
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TRELLIS

NIGHTLY FREE PARKING

650-326-9028 
1077 EL CAMINO REAL, MENLO PARK

LUNCH MON.-FRI. 11-2:30
DINNER NIGHTLY 5-10

www.TRELLISRESTAURANT.com

“The Best of
Menlo Park”

“Personal touches make
delicious fare all the

more memorable.”
★★★ ½

– Sheila Himmel
San Jose  Mercury News

“If it’s polenta you crave,
you only need to

remember one word,
Trellis.

Trellis is Italian for
“unforgettable polenta.”

– Christine Waters
Metro

Open for Mother’s Day 
Lunch & Dinner

We invite you to celebrate 
on our

terrace patio.

With the truly unique upstairs patio Trellis
offers, “al fresco dining” along with its
many other charms. The new low carb
seasonal menu, the vibrant specials and
the daily homemade soups and desserts
are tantalizing. A warm, comfortable
dining room and banquet-catering
facilities with 2 full bars, insure that
Trellis is the choice for any occasion.

Banquet facilities are available for groups
from 10 to 120 guests and the Chef will
gladly consult on any special banquet
catering needs. 

MOTHER’S DAY

Curbside pick-up •  Valet parking 

420 Ramona, Palo Alto
(between University & Lytton)

650-328-8898

Voted best Chinese food in 2004 by
Palo Alto Weekly readers.

MANDARIN GOURMET
R E S T A U R A N T

Classy Dining Experience & Fine Healthy Food

www.MandarinGourmet-PaloAlto.com

Delivery Available

Stanford Shopping Center between Bloomingdale’s & Macy’s • 650.323.8226

5 chicken taquitos 

for $5
after 5pm

$3.99 Cuervo 

Gold
Margaritas

Come Celebrate

the entire month of  May
CINCO DE MAYO

great with our margaritas

Call ahead for pickup
we have curbside parking

In a
hurry?

Reservations Always Accepted
Award Winning German-Style Lagers

Premium Liquors 7 Beverages
Fresh Squeezed Juices

New Specialty Drink Menu
Daily Food Specials • Children’s menu

Sunday - Wednesday 11:30 AM to 11:00 PM
Thursday - Saturday 11:30 AM to 12:00 AM

640 Emerson Street, Palo Alto, CA
(650) 323-7723

SSINCEINCE 19891989

Coq au Vin ~ $17.95
Crème Brulée ~ $5.75

1405 W. El Camino Real, Mtn. View
(between El Monte & Shoreline)

(650) 964-3321
www.lepetitbistro.biz

Le Petit Bistro
F R E N C H C U I S I N E

~LUNCH~ 
Tue thru Fri

11:30-2:00pm 
~DINNER~ 
Tue thru Sun

5:30-10:00pm

Open Tuesday—Saturday 11 a.m.—9 

p.m.; Sunday 12-5; closed Mondays 

Experience a unique wine bar that specializes in local products  

produced right here in  

Santa Clara and Santa Cruz counties.  

www.vinolocale.com 

431 Kipling Street, Palo Alto  

650-328-0450 

L T

Palo Alto’s  premier local wine, food 

and art  dest inat ion!

Le Pot au Feu
RESTAURANT FRANÇAIS

New French Executive Chef

20% off
up to 6 guests with this ad

Dinner 5-9:30 • Tues-Sun
1149 El Camino - Menlo Park - 650.322.4343
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specializes in gourmet Mexican cuisine and
seafood dishes.  Bar also features more than
200 different tequilas. Mon.-Thu. 11 a.m.-10
p.m.; Fri.-Sat. 11 a.m.-11 p.m.; Sun. 11
a.m.-9 p.m. $$ (Reviewed August 18, 1995)
Flea St. Cafe, 3607 Alameda de las Pul-
gas, Menlo Park (650) 854-1226 Fresh or-
ganic cuisine in a country-cozy atmosphere.
Fish, poultry, pasta, home-made bread, bis-
cuits and desserts. One of the first West
Coast purveyors of organic produce. Reser-
vations recommended.  Dinner Tue.-Sat.
5:30-9 p.m.; Sun. 5:30-8 p.m.; Sun. brunch
10 a.m.-2 p.m. $$$-$$$$ (Reviewed May 31,
2002)
Frankie, Johnnie and Luigi Too, 939 W. El
Camino Real, Mountain View (650) 967-
5384 Excellent New York-style pizza, good
pasta, tasty veal and chicken dishes. Week-
night specials are a particularly good value.
Service is friendly and competent in this fami-
ly-oriented restaurant. Avoid the desserts
though. Mon.-Thu. 11 a.m.-midnight; Fri. 11
a.m.-1 a.m.; Sat. 11:30 a.m.-1 a.m.; Sun.
11:30 a.m.-11 p.m. $$ (Reviewed July 9,
2004)
Fusion Sushi Bar, 150 University Ave., Palo
Alto (650) 324-9536 Japanese buffet with
all-you-can-eat sushi (50 kinds), barbeque
ribs, tempura. Fixed prices: Lunch: $9.95;
Dinner: $12.95. Tue.-Sun. 11 a.m.-2:30 p.m.
and 5-9:30 p.m.; Fri.-Sat. until 10 p.m. $$
(Reviewed March 4, 1994)
Gaylord, 1706 El Camino Real, Menlo Park
(650) 326-8761 Fine food from northern In-
dia. Expertly seasoned sauces and tandoori
specialties; freshly baked bread; impeccable
service and elegant interior. Lunch Thu.-Sun.
11:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m.; Dinner daily 5-10 p.m.
$$$ (Reviewed January 31, 1997)
Global Village Cafe, 209 Castro St., Moun-
tain View (650) 965-4821 Global Village
Cafe, where “food, travel and technology
meet,” offers a new approach to fusion cui-
sine.  Menu includes both European and
Asian dishes.  Internet connections available.
Mon.-Sat. 11 a.m.-10 p.m. $ (Reviewed Jan-
uary 29, 1999)
Go Banana, 163 Stanford Shopping Center,
Palo Alto (650) 322-3050 This smoothie
shop features standard choices such as
“mango” but also offers “orange white
mocha,” “chestnut” and other distinctive fla-
vors. Blended fruit juices, fresh-squeezed
juices and fruit salad are also served. Mon.-
Sat. 10 a.m.-7 p.m., Sun. 11 a.m.-6 p.m. $
(Reviewed July 19, 2002)
Gombei Japanese, 1438 El Camino Real,
Menlo Park (650) 329-1799 Gombei serves
family-style Japanese food. Teriyaki and
deep-fried meats, vegetables and seafood
dominate the menu. Wide, flat udon noodles,
tofu dinners and donburi (vegetables and
meat or seafood over rice) are especially
good. Aesthetically pleasing and nutritionally
balanced dinners. Quiet with unremarkable
decor and quick service. Beer, wine and
sake. Cash only. Lunch Monday through Fri-
day 11 a.m. - 1:30 p.m.; Dinner Monday
through Saturday 5:30 - 9:30 p.m.; Sunday 5
- 10 p.m. $$-$$$ (Reviewed August 27,
2004)
Gordon Biersch Brewing Company, 640
Emerson St., Palo Alto (650) 323-7723
Cavernous, upscale microbrewery featuring
German-style beer and an eclectic menu of
pasta and sandwiches. California casual. Full
bar in addition to menu of handcrafted beers.
Sun.-Wed. 11:30 a.m.-11 p.m.; Thu. 11:30
a.m.-midnight; Fri.-Sat. 11:30 a.m.-1 a.m.
$$-$$$ (Reviewed February 7, 2003)
Grill at Stanford Golf Club, The, 198 Ju-
nipero Serra Blvd., Palo Alto (650) 325-
4427 Dishes are a step-up from standard
golf club grill fare, running the gamut of
breakfast egg and griddle dishes, to salads,
sandwiches, burgers and shakes for midday
repasts. Relaxed atmosphere. Tue.-Sun. 7
a.m.-7 p.m. $$-$$ (Reviewed July 27, 2001)
Gyros Gyros, 498 University Ave., Palo Alto
(650) 327-0107 True to its name, the beef
and lamb gyros are at the top of the list. This
is a no frills takeout place with a few tables
inside and another few outside. Sun.-Thu. 11
a.m.-10 p.m.; Fri.-Sat. 11 a.m.-11 p.m. $
(Reviewed January 7, 2000)
Hahn’s Hibachi, 460 Ramona St., Palo Alto
(650) 323-2555 Many of the supposedly
Korean dishes served here are really Ameri-
can fare.  Hahn’s boasts 15 two-seat tables
on the inside and three cafe-style tables out
front.  Simple yet classy atmosphere.  Mon.-
Thu. 11 a.m.-10 p.m.; Fri.-Sat. 11 a.m.-
10:30 p.m., Sun. 5-9:30 p.m. $$ (Reviewed
December 6, 2002)
Half Moon Bay Brewing Co., 390 Capistra-
no Ave., Princeton-by-the-Sea (650) 728-

(continued on next page)
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www.girlsms.org

The Fireplace Element
a full service fireplace store

650.938.2000

• Mantels
• Outdoor Fireplaces
• Accessories
• Limestone BBQ Islands
• Design
• Installation

1970 w. el camino, MV

Guest Speakers Include
Community Members, Students and Our California Representatives:

Keynote Address: Special Comments By:
The Honorable Joe Simitian  The Honorable Ira Ruskin

State Senator  State Assemblyman

Saturday,  April 30  K  10 a.m.–11 a.m.
(Doors Open at 9:45 a.m.)

Lucie Stern Community Center
1305 Middlefield Road, Palo Alto

Music by “Hey Mom!” and “Backlight”

Measure A Supporting Organizations:
CSEA (California School Employees Association), Palo Alto Chamber of Commerce,

League of Women Voters of Palo Alto, Palo Alto Council of PTAs,
PACCC (Palo Alto Community Child Care), PAEA (Palo Alto Educators Association),

Palo Alto District of the Silicon Valley Association of Realtors

INFORMATION:  www.campaignforexcellence.org or info@campaignforexcellence.org

Invite You to a “YES ON A” Rally
To Support PAUSD Schools and Students

American Association of University Women
(AAUW) Palo Alto Branch

and Campaign for Excellence Committee

This space donated as community service ad by the Palo Alto Weekly.

Kids Welcome!

GIVE THE GIFT OF
RELAXATION
FOR MOTHER’S DAY!

$10
Not Available on already discounted items.

GIFT CERTIFICATES
Spa Packages • Massage

Facials • Private Hot Tub Rooms

Visit our lobby gift shop for Asian
Art, Buddhas, Jewelry and hand

made bath items.

Gift Certificates and gifts 
available online.

OFF
Spa & Facial Treatments

WATERCOURSE WAY
165 Channing Ave.

Palo Alto 650.462.2000
www.watercourseway.com

RED FLOWER
SENTO RITVAL

90 minutes.....only $110.50
(normally $130.00)

Not valid with any other discounts

May specials available through 5/31/05

2739 Home of perhaps the best outdoor pa-
tio in all of Half Moon Bay, this microbrew al-
ways has a crowd waiting to get in, especial-
ly for the wonderful handcrafted beers. A
seafood-based menu goes beyond typical
pub grub, including terrific fish tacos. Daily
11:30 a.m.-10 p.m. $$ (Reviewed July 27,

2001)
Hangen Szechuan Restaurant, 134 Castro
St., Mountain View (650) 964-8881 This
simple restaurant features some of the best
Chinese food for the price in Mountain View.
Among the house specialties are General
Tso’s Chicken, kung pao scallops with
peanuts in a spicy brown sauce and prawns

in walnut cream sauce.  Daily 11:15 a.m.-
2:30 p.m., 5-9:30 p.m. $$ (Reviewed No-
vember 7, 1997)
Homma’s Brown Rice Sushi, 2363-B Birch
St., Palo Alto (650) 327-6118 Natural sushi
with brown rice, vegetarian sushi. Homma’s
Brown Rice Sushi has the feel of a hidden
secret that only savvy locals know about.
No-frills, self-service. A must for the health-
conscious.  Mon.-Fri. 11:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m.
and 5-9 p.m.; Sat. noon-2:30 p.m. and 5-9
p.m. $$ (Reviewed June 16, 2000)
Hunan Garden, 3345 El Camino Real, Palo
Alto (650) 565-8868 Opened in 1998, it
may well be the prettiest Chinese restaurant
on the Peninsula. The kicker is: the food is
just as delightful. Look for Chinese-American
classics and more sophisticated Chinese
fare. Daily 11:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m. and 4:30-
9:30 p.m. $$ (Reviewed October 9, 1998)

APRIL IS FAIR HOUSING MONTH
HOUSING DISCRIMINATION

ARE YOU A VICTIM?

Call Project Sentinel, a non-profit agency
(888) F-A-I-R-H-O-U-s-i-n-g, (888) 324-7468

(continued from previous page)
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Special Events
20th Annual Gamble Garden Spring Tour
Tour of 5 private Palo Alto gardens, plant
sale, luncheon, and boutique. April 29-30,
10 a.m.-4 p.m. $35. Advanced reserva-
tions required for lunch, $18. Gamble Gar-
den, 1431 Waverley St., Palo Alto. Call
329-1356. www.gamblegarden.org.
Aaron Cohn, double bass Sun., May 1, 8
p.m. A senior recital of works for bass in-
cluding Hindemith’s Sonata for Double
Bass and Piano, jazz standards, compo-
sitions by John Coltrane and Mulgrew
Miller, and more. Free. Campbell Recital
Hall, 541 Lasuen Mall, Stanford. Call 723-
2720. music.stanford.edu/Events/calen
dar.html.
Achievekids Lunch Breaks Held the first
Tuesday of each month, noon-1 p.m. Call
Linda Lyon to reserve or e-mail
llyon@achievekids.org. Palo Alto, 350
Cambridge Ave., Palo Alto. Call 213-5286.
www.achievekids.org.
Annual Mashed-Potato Martinis, Music,
Concert, Food, and Wine Fundraising
Event Hosted by Bay Bells. Meet the
members and learn about our bridge to the
community. Proceeds support education-
al and musical outreach programs. Sat.,
April 30, 6 p.m. Advance tickets, $25. Raf-
fle, $5. Los Altos Youth Center, 1 San An-
tonio Rd., Los Altos. Call 887-2243.
www.baybells.org.
Arbor Day Sat., April 30, 10 a.m.-noon.
Tree planting, plant sale, door prize draw-
ings. Holbrook-Palmer Park, 150 Watkins
Ave., Atherton. Call 326-1693.
“Mandala Art and the Music of Mozart”
Artist and teacher Judy Gardner will dis-
cuss the healing and trans-formative ef-
fects that occur when viewing or creating
Mandala Art is combined with the music of
Mozart. May 2, 7:30 p.m. Free, but call to
reserve ticket. East West Bookshop, 324
Castro St., Mountain View. Call 988-9800.
www.eastwest.com.
Mother’s Day Luncheon May 7, 11:30
a.m. and 1 p.m. seating. Hosted by Palo
Alto Auxiliary to Benefit the Packard Chil-
dren’s Hospital. Call to reserve. Allied Arts
Restaurant, 75 Arbor Rd., Menlo Park. Call
324-2588. alliedartsguild.org.
Peninsula School Spring Fair Hands-on
crafts, alpine harness ride, handmade
world cuisine, performances by students
and local jazz and folk artists. Sun., May 1,
11 a.m.-6 p.m. $25 families;$8 adults;$5
kids; free kids under 3 and seniors. Penin-
sula School, 920 Peninsula Way, Menlo
Park. Call 325-1584. www.peninsu
laschool.org.

Public Art Mural Ceremony and African
Music Sun., May 1, 11 a.m.-1 p.m. A cer-
emony celebrating the completion of “Un-
der the Sun,” an 82’ long mural by Mo-
hamed Soumah, a Palo Alto resident from
Guinea, West Africa. “The Marvels of
Guinea,” will perform African music. Coun-
try Sun Natural Foods, 410 California Ave.,
Palo Alto. Call 321-1840.
Robert Kapilow and the St. Lawrence
String Quartet “Music and Medicine: The
Art of Listening” Mon., May 2, 5-6 p.m.
An Interactive concert and lecture using
music to explore the practice of medicine,
communication and teamwork. Free and
open to the public. Fairchild Auditorium,
Stanford School of Medicine, 300 Pasteur
Dr., Stanford. Call 493-5000. scbe.stan
ford.edu/events/.
Satan Cruz Mountains Winegrowers As-
sociation An opportunity to taste wines
from all 64 Santa Cruz wineries. Wine tast-
ing and hors d’ oeuvres will accompany a
silent and live auction. Sun., May 1, 2-5
p.m. $35 in advance; $45 at the door.
Crown Plaza Cabana, Palo Alto. Call (831)
479-wine. www.scmwa.com.
Spring Plant Exchange Open to anyone
with extra plants, seedlings, cuttings,
bulbs, or small trees or shrubs to share.
Sat., April 30, 9 a.m.-noon. Please label
plants if possible. Rain or shine.  Hillview
Community Center, 97 Hillview Ave., Los
Altos. Call 947-2790.
“The True Power of Water” A PowerPoint
presentation with Dr. Masaru Emoto, author
of “The Hidden Messages in Water.” May 3,
7 p.m. $20 in advance. Call to reserve.
Sponsored by Eastwest Bookstore. Span-
genberg Theatre, 780 Arastradero Road,
Palo Alto. Call 988-9800. www.east
west.com.

Benefits
Annual “Spring Sounds” Fundraiser Spon-
sored by Adolescent Counseling Services.
Includes a reception, buffet dinner, raffle,
live and silent auctions, with live music and
dancing. Sat., May 21, 6:30-11 p.m. $150.
RSVP required. Google, 1600 Amphithe-
atre Parkway, Mountain View. Call 424-
0852 ext. 103. www.acs-teens.org.
Cantor Arts Center Treasure Market
Three-day biennial fine arts and antiques
sale. Items include, painting, sculptures,
fine antiques, collectibles, books, first edi-
tions, autographed copies, fine china, sil-
ver, fur, and jewelry. Fri., April 29, 6:30-
9:30 p.m.; Sat., April 30, 10 a.m.-3 p.m.;
Sun., May 1, 10 a.m.-noon. Proceeds to
benefit the acquisition fund of the Cantor
Arts Center. Cantor Center, Palm Drive and

Museum Way, Stanford. Call 725-4657.
www.stanford.edu/deptccva/tm2005.htm.
Celebrate Our Teachers On-Line Auction
to support Palo Alto Unified School District
teachers. Proceeds will fund teacher
grants to foster  innovation in every class-
room. Go online to bid on treasures from
vacations to concert tickets to homemade
pies. Bidding open through April 30.
www.papie.org.
Cell Phones Collected The Junior League
is collecting wireless phones for “Call to
Protect,” a nationwide program to fight do-
mestic violence. Phones are refurbished and
donated to victims for emergency use. Drop
phones off Mon.-Sat., 10 a.m.-5 p.m. The
Shop, 785 Santa Cruz Ave., Menlo Park.
Call 328-7467. www.thejuniorleague.org.
Delta Doubles: A Tennis Tournament for
Charity To benefit Lucile Packard Chil-
dren’s Hospital and St. Jude’s Children’s
Hospital.  Men’s, women’s and mixed dou-
bles. April 30-May 1st. $50/team entry fee.
To register and for more info email: delta-
doubles@gmail.com. Sponsored by Tri
Delta Sorority. Stanford University Tennis
Stadium, Campus Dr. and Sam McDonald
Rd., Stanford.
“Gala Fantastica:” Community School of
Music and Arts’ Benefit for Arts Educa-
tion Sat., May 14, 6-11 p.m. Black tie ben-
efit with Latin jazz by Pete Escovedo and
orchestra; dinner, dancing, music and art
by CSMA faculty and students, silent and
live auctions. $250 per person. Computer
History Museum, 1401 N. Shoreline Blvd.,
Mountain View. Call 917-6800, ext. 332.
www.arts4all.org.
Jeremiah’s Promise 8K Run/Walk Sun.,
May 1, 9 a.m. Registration fee $30. Ben-
efits Jeremiah’s Promise, a nonprofit pro-
viding former foster youth with housing,
mentoring, educational assistance and
training in skills. Baylands Athletic Center,
1900 Geng Rd., Palo Alto. Call 843-1769.
www.jeremiahspromise.org.
Klutz Give-It-All-Away School Benefit Day
Sat., May 7, 10 a.m.-6 p.m. Proceeds will
go to a public school K-12 of your choice.
Free entertainment and activities all day.
The Klutz Store, 572 College Ave., Palo
Alto. Call 493-2481. www.klutz.com.
“Laughing Without An Accent” Persian
buffet and entertainment by Palo Alto au-
thor Firoozeh Dumas. Sponsored by the
Palo Alto Library Foundation, funds will
help furnish Children’s Library. $250/per-
son, $2500/table of ten. Thu., May 12, 7
p.m.  Palo Alto Art Center Auditorium,
1313 Newell Rd., Palo Alto. Call 323-9374.
Rite of Spring Gala Benefit Thu., May 12,
6-11 p.m. Jazz chanteuse Paula West,
mezzo soprano Wendy Hillhouse, dance
band Swing Fever, Mercy High School Ad-
vanced Chorale, Taylor Middle School
chamber ensemble. Music, dining, danc-
ing, silent auction. $95 single; $350 table
for 6. Benefits education programs, spon-
sored by Music at Kohl Mansion. Black tie
optional. Call for invitation. Kohl Mansion,
2750 Adeline Drive, Burlingame. Call 762-
1131. www.musicatkohl.org.
Spring into Summer: Boutique, Luncheon
and Fashion Show Family Service Agency
of San Mateo County’s Foothill Auxiliary
invites the public to celebrate Mother’s Day.
May 5, 11 a.m., $85. All proceeds benefit
Family Service. Menlo Circus Club, 190
Park Lane, Atherton. Call 403-4300,
#4417. www.familyserviceagency.org.
St. Elizabeth Seton School’s 10th Annual
Scramble for Kids Mon., May 16. Golf, live
auction, wine party, and music. Proceeds
go to Seton Scholarship fund. Stanford Golf
Course, 198 Junipero Serra Blvd., Stan-
ford. $250; $195 for 65 and up. Carolyn
Brennan 494-0824, or ccorot@aol.com by
May 6.
Starfire Singers “Down Under” Auction
Includes food, music and bidding. Sat.,
April 30, 6:30-10 p.m. $25. Los Altos Unit-
ed Methodist Church, 655 Magdalena
Ave., Los Altos. Call 961-6913.
www.laumc.org/news/news.html.
The Fortnightly Music Club’s Benefit
Concert Sat., April 30, 8 p.m. for the Palo
Alto Art Center Auditorium piano fund. Per-
formers include C. Barkin, S. Bratman, N.
Barlev, C. Swenson, M. Rocklin, B.
Waxdeck, L. Moreno, piano; S. Delphis,

soprano; M. Weinstein and C.Chen, violin;
M. Graham, cello. $12-$15. Palo Alto Art
Center Auditorium, 1313 Newell Rd., Palo
Alto. Call 854-5583. fortnightlymusic
club.org.

Concerts
Applied Materials Young Musicians of
the Bay Area Concert Series Sun., May 1,
4 p.m. Classical piano performance by Ad-
vanced Merit Scholars at the Community
School of Music and Arts, ages 12-16,
students of distinguished faculty member
Ludmila Kurtova. Works by Mozart, Grieg,
Liszt, Rachmaninoff, others. Media spon-
sor: Classical 102.1 KDFC. Limited seat-
ing. CSMA at Finn Center, 230 San Anto-
nio Rd., Mountain View. Call 917-6800
x335. www.arts4all.org.
Classical Guitarist Peter Fletcher will per-
form Sun., May 1, reception, 4:30 p.m.;
concert, 5-6:15 p.m. Free, sponsored by
Friends of Atherton Library. Atherton Li-
brary, #2 Dinkelspiel Station Lane, Ather-
ton. Call 328-2422. www.smcl.org.
Grace Leslie, flute Fri., April 29, 8 p.m. A
senior recital of works for flute and original
compositions by Stanford composers, with
pianist Steven Lightburn. Free. Campbell
Recital Hall, 541 Lasuen Mall, Stanford.
Call 723-2720. music.stanford.edu/Events/
calendar.html.
Magnus Andersson, guitar Thu., May 5, 8
p.m. Guest artist Andersson performs vir-
tuoso new music for guitar, including pre-
mieres of new works by Stanford com-
posers Alex Sigman, Mark Applebaum,
and Erik Ulman. Free.  Campbell Recital
Hall, 541 Lasuen Mall, Stanford. Call 723-
2720. music.stanford.edu/Events/calen
dar.html.
Meredith Kendall, composition Sun., May
1, 1:30 p.m. A senior recital of vocal and in-
strumental compositions. Free. Campbell
Recital Hall, 541 Lasuen Mall, Stanford.
Call 723-2720. music.stanford.edu/Events/
calendar.html.
Noon Concert Series May 4, 12:15 p.m.
The harpsichord students of Elaine Thorn-
burgh. Free. Campbell Recital Hall, 541
Lasuen Mall, Stanford. Call 723-2720.
Noon Concert Series Wednesdays and
Fridays, through April 29, 12:15 p.m. See
web site for details. Campbell Recital Hall,
541 Lasuen Mall, Stanford. Call 723-2720.
music.stanford.edu/Events/calendar.html.
Palo Alto Chamber Orchestra Annual
Benefit Concert “Music in the Garden,”
May 1, 3 p.m. Featured performers include
violist, Paul Hersh, the Celtic and early mu-
sic quartet Broceliande, and PACO cham-

ber ensembles. $50; a catered reception
will accompany the performance. Private
Residence, 340 Lowell Ave., Palo Alto. Call
856-3848.  www.pacomusic.org.
“Simple Gifts” Soprano Linda Wenstrand,
accompanied by Fred Weldy on piano,
present a  program of American classical
songs, spirituals, as well as songs from the
screen and stage. April 30, 7:30 p.m. Com-
posers will include Copland, Gershwin,
Sondheim and Cole Porter. $15, $12 sen-
iors, $5 youth. St. Bede’s Episcopal Church,
2650 Sand Hill Rd., Menlo Park. Call 854-
6555. www.stbedesmenlopark.org/.
Singer/songwriter, Benita Kenn Sun.,
May 1, 7 p.m. $14 in advance/$16 at the
door. With finger-style guitarist William
Coulter. The Little Fox, 2209 Broadway,
Redwood City. Call 369-4119. www.fox
dream.com.
Spring Harp Concert Wed., May 4, 8 p.m.
Works by Hindemith, Faure, and Handel
performed by members of the Harp Stu-
dio, with special guest Diane DeLait in a
reprise of her Athens Olympiad perform-
ance. Free. Campbell Recital Hall, 541 La-
suen Mall, Stanford. Call 723-2720. mu
sic.stanford.edu/Events/calendar.html.

On Stage
“Capes, Capers and Chords” May 7: A
mixture of music, comedy and food fea-
turing the Peninsulaires Barbershop Cho-
rus with guest performers Bay Bells and
Peninsula Harmony Chorus. Afternoon Ice
Cream Social, 2 p.m.; $15 adults, children
12 and under, $10. Evening dinner
show,barbque, $30. Cubberley Commu-
nity Center Auditorium, 4000 Middlefield
Road, Palo Alto. Call 654-2728. www.bar
bershop-harmony.org.
“Crowns” TheartreWorks production by
Regina Taylor. Based on the book,
“Crowns: Portraits of Black Women in
Church Hats,” the gospel-filled musical is
described as part revival meeting and part
fashion show, and a celebration of faith
and family. Through May 1. Tickets: $28-
$50. Call or check Web for times. Moun-
tain View Center for the Performing Arts,
500 Castro St., Mountain View. Call 463-
1960. www.theatreworks.org.
“Iolanthe” Gilbert and Sullivan’s comic op-
eretta in which the British House of Peers
comes into conflict with a group of influen-
tial fairies. Featuring Stanford students and
local community. April 29-30, 8 p.m.; May 1,
2:30 p.m. Tickets $8-$15. Dinkelspiel Au-
ditorium, 471 Lagunita Ave, Stanford. Call

Goings On
The best of what’s happening on the Midpeninsula

“Eclectic Reflections”
A collection of paintings and drawings by Isabel Brown and sculptures by Pola Har-
rel that depict themes of nature, spiritual symbols and memories of Peru, will be
on display May 3-29 at Gallery House, 320 California Ave. in Palo Alto. Gallery
House is open Tuesday, 11 a.m.-5 p.m. and Wednesday-Saturday, 11 a.m.-9 p.m.

OF NOTE

www.PaloAltoOnline.com
If it’s useful and local, it’s on Palo Alto Online!

CALENDAR. Information for
Weekly and Master Community
Calendar listings must now be
submitted online. Please go to
www.PaloAltoOnline.com,
click on “Master
Community Calendar,”
and then click on “Submit
a listing.” Listings are
published in the papers
on a space-available basis. 

NEWS. The online form is for
Calendar listings only. To submit
information for possible use
elsewhere in the paper, send it

the usual way: e-mail
editor@paweekly.com; fax (650)
326-3928, Attn: Editor; or mail to
Editor, Palo Alto Weekly, 703

High St., Palo Alto, CA
94301.

QUESTIONS? If you have
questions, call the
reception desk at the Palo

Alto Weekly between 8:30 a.m.
and 5:30 p.m. weekdays, (650)
326-8210. After hours, you may
press zero and leave a message
in the general mailbox. 

For complete Calendar listings, go to www.PaloAltoOnline.com 
and click on “Master Community Calendar.” 

CALENDAR LISTINGS

(continued on next page)



723-ARTS. www.stanford.edu/group/savo
yards/default.html.
“Jesus Christ Superstar” Rock opera
which tells the story of Holy Week per-
formed by members of the congregation.
April 29-May 1, 7 p.m., $7 adults, $5 chil-
dren. First Congregational Church of Palo
Alto, 1985 Louis Road, Palo Alto. Call 856-
6662. www.fccpa.com.
“Peter Pan” Fri., April 29, 7:30 p.m.; Sat.,
April 30, 2:30 and 7:30 p.m.; May 4-5,
4:30 p.m.; Fri., May 6, 7:30 p.m.; Sat.,
May 7, 2:30 and 7:30 p.m. Tickets: Tue.-
Sat., 1:30-6 p.m. $3 children, $6 adults.
Palo Alto Children’s Theatre, 1305 Middle-
field Rd., Palo Alto. Call 463-4970.
“Sarah Plain and Tall” The Los Altos
Youth Theatre presents the beloved story
of a young woman who answers an ad for
a family that needs a mother. April 29-May
1 and May 5-7. Bus Barn Theater, 97
Hillview Ave., Los Altos. Call 947-2796.
www.ci.los-altos.ca.us/recreation/layt.
“The Belle of Amherst” By William Luce,
based on the life and works of poet Emily
Dickinson. Featuring Pear Avenue Theatre
artistic director Diane Tasca as Emily. April
29-May 8, Thu.-Sat., 8 p.m.; Sun., 2 p.m.
Tickets $10-$25. Pear Avenue Theatre,
1220 Pear Ave., Mountain View. Call 254-
1148. www.thepear.org.
“Zombie Prom” Musical Presented by the
Palo Alto Players April 30-May 15. Wed.-
Sat., 8 p.m.; Sun., 2:30 p.m., $18-29. Call
for details. Lucie Stern Theater, 1305 Mid-
dlefield Rd., Palo Alto. Call 329-0891.
www.paplayers.org.

Auditions
Auditions for “Hotdog” Shows May 3-4
and May 17-18, 3:45. Open to ages 8-
high school. Performed June-July. Palo
Alto Children’s Theatre, 1305 Middlefield
Rd., Palo Alto. Call 463-4930.
Auditions for Summer Conservatory May
7, 10:30 a.m.; May 19, 3:45 p.m. Intensive
theatre training and participation in a pro-
duction. Acceptance by audition only.
Open to ages 10-high school. Fee Pro-
gram. Call for other audition dates. Palo
Alto Children’s Theatre, 1305 Middlefield
Rd., Palo Alto. Call 463-4930.
El Camino Youth Symphony Membership
Auditions For young musicians ages 6-20
years old. Audition applications are cur-
rently being accepted for all ECYS en-
sembles and orchestras, from beginning to
advanced levels. To be considered for pro-
gram membership visit www.ecys.org and
submit an audition application. El Camino
Youth Symphony, 2439 Birch St., Palo
Alto. Call 327-2611.
“Rehearsal” Mirror Image and J. Jesse
Harley Productions is currently casting 4
females and 4 males ages 18-25 for digi-
tal indie thriller entitled “Rehearsal,” shoot-
ing this summer. Auditions are May 7 and
8. Please e-mail jjhproductionco@ya-
hoo.com to request a time or mail head-
shot/resume to PO Box 50155, Palo Alto,
CA 94303. Please mention that you saw
the calendar ad in the Palo Alto Weekly.
Mirror Image Productions, 908 Arbor
Road, Menlo Park. Call 814-4254.

Exhibits
Art Exhibit: “Philippine Art Exhibit”
Through June 23, Mon.-Fri., 8:30 a.m.-5
p.m. All invited. Paul Allen Center for Inte-
grated Systems, 420 Via Palou, Stanford.
Call 725-3622. cis.stanford.edu/~marigros.
Art Exhibition Erin Tajime Castelan will be
displaying her works, through June 6. Aval-
on Art & Yoga Center, 370 California Ave.,
Palo Alto. Call 424-9363. Tajime.com.
Artwork of Julie Newdoll Sense Kimonos
for a Japanese Tea Ceremony, paintings of
kimonos which incorporate microscopic
imagery of the cells we use to receive sen-
sory input. Through April 30. Woodside Li-
brary, 3140 Woodside Rd., Woodside. Call
591-7999. www.brushwithscience.com.
Cantor Arts Center “On the Edge: Con-
temporary Chinese Artists Encounter the
West.” Features works by 12 of China’s
avant-garde artists. Ongoing through May 1.
Cantor Arts Center, 328 Lomita Drive, Stan-
ford. Call 725-4177. www.stanford.edu/
dept/ccva/.
Cantor Arts Center “Shini-e: The Perfor-
mance of Death in Japanese Kabuki Actor
Prints.” Through July 24. Woodblock prints
from Japan’s “Floating World.” Cantor Arts
Center, 328 Lomita Drive, Stanford. Call
725-4177. www.stanford.edu/dept/ccva/.
Facets of French History: Resources for
Research in the Stanford University Li-
braries Highlights the French history collec-
tions. Includes a broad spectrum of primary
source and rare materials that span several

Goings On

Sunday Celebration Services
8:45AM, & 11:00AM

Nursery & youth programs available at AM services

Los Altos
Lutheran
Church
Pastor David K. Bonde
9:00 am Worship
10:30 am Education
Nursery Care Provided
Alpha Courses

650-948-3012
460 S. El Monte Ave., Los Altos

www.losaltoslutheran.org

ELCA

Sunday
Mornings for

Spiritual Health
Meditation 9:15-9:45am

Service      10-11am
Non-denominational

and Inclusive Spirituality.
Thursdays  7-8pm

Meditation &
Self-Development

Pathways to Self Healing
4153A El Camino Way

Palo Alto (650) 424-1118
www.psh.org

To include your Church in

Inspirations
Call Blanca Yoc at 650-326-8210 Ext. 239

or e-mail byoc@paweekly.com

A Guide to the Spiritual Community

Grace Lutheran 
Church

8:00 am – Worship Service
10:30 am – Worship Service

Rev. Randall K. Wilburn
Greg Fry- Director of Youth & Family Ministry

-ELCA-
3149 Waverley St., Palo Alto

650–494–1212

Child care available at both services

5:00 pm – Jazz Vespers
(2nd Sunday of the month)

PALO ALTO COMMUNITY CHURCH
Affirming the Divine Spirit in every person.

Visit our website for the daily inspirational
message from “Daily Word”

3391 Middlefield Rd., Palo Alto • (650) 494-7222
www.unitypaloalto.org

First Presbyterian Church of Palo Alto
(PCUSA)

1140 Cowper Street  650-325-5659  www.fprespa.org

9:30am Adult & Junior High Classes
11:00am Worship Service

11:15am Children dismissed from 
Worship to attend church school

Nursery care provided

Are you seeking a spiritual home, a place of
welcome and acceptance? Are you wanting
theological study where you are free to ask honest
questions? Are you looking for a community of faith
where you can be empowered to work for justice,
peace and the common good of all?

Come check us out! Maybe you will find the
connections and commitments you believe Christ’s
church should embrace and embody.

www.paloaltobahai.org             (650) 321-0939

Bahá’í Faith
“Let your vision be world-embracing.” — Bahá’u’llah
Please join us for an evening of music and devotions

Saturday, May 7, 2005 7:30-8:30 p.m.
Palo Alto Art Center, 1313 Newell Road

Affirming the dignity and integrity of every
person’s religious journey
Sunday, May 1, 2005
“Youth Service 2005: Superheroes”
Speaker: Senior High Youth Group

Services: 9:30 & 11:00 a.m. Sunday School: 11:00 a.m. Forum: 9:00 a.m.
505 E. Charleston Rd. Palo Alto  (650) 494-0541 www.uucpa.org

Sung Eucharist  Sunday 11:00 AM
Holy Communion, Wednesday, 6:00 p.m.

Followed by Bible Study

The Rev. H. Bowen Woodruff, Vicar
541 Melville Ave., PA •  650-838-0508

hbwoodruff@sbcglobal.net

Saint Ann Chapel
TRADITIONAL EPISCOPAL 1928 PRAYER BOOK

Wednesday Meditation, 7-7:30pm
Class: 7:30-9:00pm through May 25th

“Live A Life Of Joy & Fulfillment”

“The Spirit of Religious Pluralism”
The Rev. Scotty McLennan, Dean for Religious Life
Christian Ecumenical Service with Eucharist 
Music featuring University Organist, Robert Huw Morgan, 
and the Stanford Memorial Church Choir, under 
the direction of Gregory Wait.

Childcare available for children preschool-aged and younger.
All are welcome. For more information, please call 650-723-1762.

University Public Worship
Sunday, May 1, 10:00 a.m.

STANFORD
MEMORIAL CHURCH
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centuries. Through June 12. Green Library,
557 Escondido Mall, Stanford. Call 725-
1020. www.sul.stanford.edu/depts/spc/ex
hibits/frenchhistory.html.
“From Here to There . . .and Back” Wa-
tercolors by Sue Lyttle, participating in Los
Altos Village Association’s Arts Alive cele-
bration during through April. Mon.-Sat., 10
a.m.-5 p.m. Treasure, 151 Main St., Los Al-
tos.
“In Search of Light and Shadow” Select-
ed photographic works by Auralee Dallas.
Through April 30, Mon.-Sat., 9 a.m.-4 p.m.
Little House Activity Center, 800 Middle
Ave., Menlo Park. Call 326-2025. penin
sulavolunteers.org.
Modern Pop and California City Centric
Paintings By Sonya Paz. Through April 30.
Torrefazione Italia Cafe, 419 University Ave,
Palo Alto. Call 325-7731. www.sonya
paz.com.
Monotypes and Watercolors by Cindy
Blain Participating in Los Altos Village As-
sociation’s Arts Alive celebration through
April. IKB, 346 Main St., Los Altos.
Packard Art Studio Group of Los Altos
The work of 18 local artists. Through May
11,  Mon.-Fri., 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Mountain
View City Hall, 500 Castro St., Mountain
View. Call 941-7033.
Recent Acquisitions From France Paint-
ings from French artist Gerard d’Albouy,
Jean Burkhalter and Bernard Beneito. On-
going through April. Place Bellecour at Har-
rell Square, 1954 Old Middlefied Wy., Moun-
tain View. Call 575-3701. www.placebelle
cour.com/art/art.htm.
Silicon Valley Open Studios Peek Exhib-
it Through May 13, Mon.-Fri., 10 a.m.-5
p.m.; Sat.-Sun., 11 a.m.-5 p.m., recep-
tion Fri., May 6, 6-8:30 p.m. Preview art-
work by Open Studios artists during this
month-long exhibit. Great American Fram-
ing Company, 229 Hamilton Ave., Palo
Alto. Call 562-1949. www.svopenstu
dios.org.
Watercolors by Carol Mead Participating
in Los Altos Village Association’s Arts Alive
celebration. Through April 30. Pinkies, 177
Main St., Los Altos.

Talks/Authors
An Evening with F. Sionil José Filipino nov-
elist F. Sionil José will speak and read from
his works. A reception and book signing will
follow. Thu., May 5, 7 p.m. Free and open to
the public. No registration or tickets required.
Cubberley Auditorium: School of Education,
485 Lasuen Mall, Stanford. Call 725-8620.
dlcl.stanford.edu/research/writer.html.
Camilo Mejia: GI Resister, Conscientious
Objector, and Iraq War Veteran Sun., May
1, 7 p.m. Mejia spent six months in com-
bat in Iraq, he will be joined by fellow re-
fuser Kevin Benderman and musicians An-
nie and the Vets. $5-15 benefits Vets for
Peace and Peninsula Peace and Justice
Center. Unitarian Universalist Church of

Palo Alto, 505 E. Charleston Rd., Palo Alto.
Call 326-8837. www.peaceandjustice.org.
Fifty Years of Computational Biology Lec-
ture will survey field of theoretical structur-
al biology as it has developed since the
prediction of the alpha-helix structure in
1951 and DNA in 1952.  Wed., May 4, 7
p.m., free. Clark Center Auditorium, Stan-
ford University, 318 Campus Dr., Stanford.
Call 234-0647.
Free Forum: “The West Bank: Realities
and Prospects” Tue., May 3, 7 p.m. Prof.
Rush Rehm of Stanford will talk about his
recent trips to the West Bank and what the
prospects for justice and peace in Pales-
tine and Israel look like from the perspec-
tive of the people he met, as the Israeli
government plans new settlements there.
Free, sponsored by Peninsula Peace and
Justice Center. Community Media Center,
900 San Antonio Rd., Palo Alto. Call 326-
8837. www.peaceandjustice.org.

From Passion To Practice: Leadership
and Civic Responsibility Series The series
explores the complexities, possibilities, and
individual examples of leadership in pursuit
of civic responsibility. Tuesdays, through
May 24, 7 p.m. Sponsored by School of
Education, Stanford. Cubberley Auditori-
um, Stanford. Call 724-9440. haas.stan
ford.edu.
Humanist Form “Women’s Voice from the
East: Tasleema Nasreen,” a talk by Ma-
suma. May 1, 11 a.m. Mitchel Park Center,
3800 Middlefield Rd., Palo Alto. Call 328-
6659. www.humanists.org.
Lolly Winston Reads from “Good Grief.”
Thu., May 5, 7:30 p.m. Books Inc. in
Mountain View, 301 Castro St., Mountain
View. Call 428-1234. www.booksinc.net.
“Pacific Riminiscences” Sumi-e artist
Drue Kataoka will discuss her painting “Pa-
cific Riminiscences, a Palo Alto Journey

Goings On

4000 Terman Drive � Palo Alto, CA � Tel: 650-813-9131

www.bowmanschool.org

The Bowman program builds 
confidence, creativity and

academic excellence.

Lower School - Grades K - 5

Individualized, self-directed program

Middle School - Grades 6 - 8

Rich international and cultural studies

Proven, Montessori approach

State-of-the-art facility

Low student-teacher ratio

Univ
er

sit
y A

ve
.

Ly
tto

n A
ve

.
Ham

ilt
on

 Av
e.

Alma St. Fo
re

st 
Av

e.
Hom

er
 Av

e.
Ch

an
nin

g A
ve

.

Caltrain
Station

To
Churchill

Ave.

El Camino Real

Grand
Opening

for

Homer Tunnel
Thursday May 5  11:15am-12pm

Please join Mayor Jim Burch, City Council Members and
other dignitaries for the ribbon cutting ceremony 

to kickoff the May Bike month.

We encourage you to ride your bike to the ceremony
located behind the Palo Alto Medical Foundation on the

Urban lane bike path entrance to the tunnel.

Refreshments will be provided by Whole Foods Market
and Peet’s Coffee and Teas

Bike Path

professional training
personal growth

counselors, organizational leaders
research, education, business

and health services

m.a • ph.d • certificates
residential clinical

on-line learning options

now accepting applications

Consciousness
Community

Career

institute of transpersonal psychology
1069 east meadow circle, palo alto, ca 94303

650.493.4430 • www.itp.edu

wasc accredited

Because the sun
never bills you.

www.paloaltohardware.com
875 Alma Street, Palo Alto

650-327-7220

(continued on next page)



Page 30 • Friday, April 29, 2005 • Palo Alto Weekly

of Brush Strokes,” at a free public meeting
of the Palo Alto Historical Association.
Sun., May 1, 2 p.m. Lucie Stern Commu-
nity Center, 1305 Middlefield Rd., Palo
Alto.
Peninsula Open Space Trust Lecture Se-
ries Wallace Stegner Lecture Series: Envi-
ronmentalist and author, Michael Pollan in
conversation with Mercury News writer,
Paul Rogers. Thu., May 5, 8 p.m., $20.
Mountain View Center, 500 Castro St.,
Mountain View. Call 854-7696.
SDForum: How to Sell a Startup Wed.,
May 4, 6-8:30 p.m. $15 SDForum and co-
hosting organizations/$25 for non-mem-
bers, $10 Students; at the door add $5 to
member and non-member prices. PARC-
George E. Pake Auditorium, 3333 Coyote
Hill Rd., Palo Alto. Call (408) 494-8378.
www.sdforum.org/SDForum/Tem-
plates/CalendarEvent.aspx?CID=1676.
SDForum: Lessons in Leadership with
Eric Benhamou Thu., May 5, 6:30-9 p.m.
Pre-Registered: Free for SDForum mem-
bers, $35 non-members; at the door add
$10 to member and non-member prices.
SAP, 3410 Hillside Avenue, Palo Alto. Call
(408) 494-8378. www.sdforum.org/lead
ership.
Stacy Schiff Reading, “A Great Improvi-
sation.” Fri., April 29, 7:30 p.m. Kepler’s
Books, 1010 El Camino Real, Menlo Park.
Call 324-4321. www.keplers.com.
Steve Almond Reading, “The Evil B.B.
Chow.” Sun., April 30, 7:30 p.m. Kepler’s
Books, 1010 El Camino Real, Menlo Park.
Call 324-4321. www.keplers.com.

Family and Kids
Baby Storytime An infant lapsit program
for parents and caregivers and their babies
ages 6-18 months. May 2 and 9, 11 a.m.
Children’s Library, 1276 Harriet St., Palo
Alto. Call 329-2134. www.cityofpaloal
to.org/library/kids-teens.
Fiesta 2005 Sat., April 30, 11 a.m.-3 p.m.
Fundraising event with carnival games, crafts
for kids, great food, entertainment, bake sale
and silent auction. Palo Alto Friends Nursery
School, 957 Colorado Ave., Palo Alto. Call
856-6152. www.pafns.org.

May Fete Parade: “Leading the Way to
Healthy Living” Children are welcome to
join the Children’s Library staff and march
in the parade. Come dressed as your fa-
vorite book character, or reserve a book
sandwich board. Come in or call to sign
up. May 7. Children’s Library, 1276 Harri-
et St., Palo Alto. Call 329-2134. www.city
ofpaloalto.org/library/kids-teens.
Preschool Storytime For children ages
3-5, Fridays, 11:30 a.m. Mitchell Park Li-
brary, 3700 Middlefield Rd., Palo Alto. Call
329-2134. www.cityofpaloalto.org/library/
kids-teens.
Preschool Storytime For children ages 3-
5, Thursdays, 10:30 a.m. Children’s Library,
1276 Harriet St., Palo Alto. Call 329-2134.
www.cityofpaloalto.org/library/kids-teens.
Preschool Storytime For children ages 3-
5, Wednesdays, 11 a.m. College Terrace
Library, 2300 Wellesley St., Palo Alto. Call
329-2134. www.cityofpaloalto.org/li
brary/kids-teens.
Starlight Special Leona Hoegsberg pres-
ents “Friendly Frogs, Ugly Giants and Oth-
er Fun Fairytales.” Stories for children ages
4 and up. May 4, 7 p.m. Sponsored by the
Friends of the Palo Alto City Library.
Mitchell Park Library, 3700 Middlefield Rd.,
Palo Alto. Call 329-2134. www.cityof
paloalto.org/library/kids-teens.
Toddler Storytime For children ages 18
months to 3 years, Fridays, 10 a.m.
Mitchell Park Library, 3700 Middlefield Rd.,
Palo Alto. Call 329-2134. www.cityof
paloalto.org/library/kids-teens.
Toddler Storytime For children ages 18
months to 3 years, Tuesdays, 10 and 11
a.m. Children’s Library, 1276 Harriet St.,
Palo Alto. Call 329-2134. www.cityof
paloalto.org/library/kids-teens.
Tom Chapin Family Concert Sun., May 1,
1 and 4 p.m. $15 advance/$17 day of con-
cert; group rates available. Benefits music
education. Order tickets or call (408) 255-
8322 Smithwick Theatre.Foothill College,
12345 El Monte Road, Los Altos Hills. Call
854-5379. www.peopleofnote.org.

Teen Activities
Volunteer Summer Internships Available in
organic farming and gardening, camp ad-
ministration and community education.
Volunteers expected to work 16-20
hours/week for one month.  Minimum age
16.  Please call or email for an information
packet. June-Aug. Hidden Villa, 26870
Moody Rd., Los Altos Hills. Call 949-8655.
www.hiddenvilla.org.

Seniors
Acupuncture Mondays, through June. by
appointment 9 a.m.-noon. $20. Provided
by Koichi Miyashita, licensed acupunctur-
ist. Avenidas Senior Center, 450 Bryant
St., Palo Alto. Call 326-5362 ext.23.
www.avenidas.org.
Duplicate Bridge Fridays, 1-4 p.m. Come
with or without a partner. $2  for mem-
bers; $5 for nonmembers. Avenidas, 450
Bryant St., Palo Alto. Call 326-5362,
Ext.25. www. avenidas.org.
Massage Appointments Tuesdays, Thurs-
days and Fridays, through June. 30-minute


