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Brendan Leary

R. BRENDAN LEARY
(650) 207-2100 
bleary@serenogroup.com  
www.brendanleary.com 
DRE # 00640599

TRANSACTIONS 
FROM LAST 12 MONTHS

Brendan has been a consistent top producing agent in the Palo Alto area 
for over 25 years, earning #1 & #2 positions at his previous brokerage 
since 1997, putting him in the top 1% of that company each year. 

313 Everett Ave, Palo Alto
886 Moreno Ave, Palo Alto
505 Cypress Point Dr #292, Mtn View
12450 Curry Ct, Saratoga
507 Buena Vista Ave, Redwood City
1978 Colleen Dr, Los Altos
875 Riverside Dr, Los Altos
875 Riverside Dr, Los Altos
2203 South Ct, Palo Alto
215 Hanna Way, Menlo Park
154 Flynn Ave, Mountain View
26060 Kriste Ln, Los Altos Hills
439 Homer Ave, Palo Alto
1116 Ramona St, Palo Alto
13100 Byrd Ln, Los Altos Hills
363 Melville Ave, Palo Alto
886 Moreno Ave, Palo Alto
130 Golden Oak, Portola Valley
4261 Ponce Dr, Palo Alto
2731 Levin Ct, Mountain View
121 Chetwood Dr, Mountain View
1433 Alma St, Palo Alto
861 Chimalus Dr, Palo Alto
250 Yale Rd, Menlo Park
223 Cypress Point Dr, Mountain View
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List with a Proven Professional 

SHERRY BUCOLO 

650.207.9909 
sbucolo@apr.com 
www.SherryBucolo.com 
Top 1% Nationwide  

DRE # 00613242 

Over $500 Million SOLD in Palo Alto 

Specializing in Selling Palo Alto Homes 
Call Sherry 650.207.9909 for a FREE Market Evaluation 

SOLD   SOLD   SOLD   SOLD   

SOLD   SOLD   SOLD   

SOLD   

SOLD   

SOLD   SOLD   

SOLD   SOLD   

SOLD   
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PRODUCING SUCCESSFUL RESULTS FOR PALO 
ALTO BUYERS AND SELLERS FOR OVER 17 YEARS

“We researched who was the best agent in the area. It was clearly you and you proved it out as well. 
We had high expectations, and you exceeded them. You oversaw all the preparatory work in our 
absence, and your attention to detail was excellent. Whenever an issue arose, you were quick to re-
spond and eliminate it as a potential stumbling block. Your knowledge and connections were critical 
in pricing the house correctly, negotiating and getting things resolved very quickly. We have moved a 
lot and you were clearly the best agent we have had. We just wish we could bring you with us so you 
could help us fi nd our new home in Pennsylvania. Thanks for everything! You earned every penny of 
your commission and then some.”

Jesse and Alison Deutsch, Sellers

“Elaine did an amazing job of listening to our needs & desires, working with our challenging sched-
ules & maintaining an impressive pace to help us achieve our goal.  Beyond her insights into real 
estate & the local market, Elaine consistently provided outstanding advice.  She even helped us fi nd 
resources for our remodeling project.”

 Chet and Roxanne Bozdog, Buyers and Sellers

ELAINE BERLIN WHITE
Broker Associate, Attorney at Law

Top 1% of all Coldwell Banker Agents
Wall Street Journal's Top 150 Agents

(650) 566-5323
ewhite@cbnorcal.com
www.ProRealEstateTeam.com
DRE #01182467

Sequoia Avenue

Channing Avenue

Driscoll Avenue

Middlefi eld Road

Kendall Avenue

Scripps Avenue
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Named for an ancient redwood tree that 
was a living landmark for late-1700s 
Spanish explorers, Palo Alto today is a 

diverse community, a mixture of high-tech and 
locally owned companies and more than 26,000 
homes. 

Since incorporation in 1894, Palo Alto has 
expanded to encompass the area stretching 
from San Francisquito Creek to the north 
to San Antonio Road to the south, from the 
San Francisco Bay to the Skyline Ridge. It 
is home to nearly 65,000 residents — but 
during weekdays the population swells to 
nearly 140,000 with the daily fl ow and ebb of 
commuters.

Over time, the demographics of Palo Alto 
have changed dramatically. What once was a 
homogeneous, mostly blue-collar community, 
with an enclave of Stanford University 
professors, has become a diverse, mostly well-
to-do, well-educated, but aging, population.

Despite a median household income of 
$117,127 (estimated by U.S. Census for 
2008-10), many are challenged to keep up with 
the median home price — $1,450,000 (from 

December 2010 through November 2011).
But people continue to fl ock to Palo 

Alto, taking pride in its environmental 
consciousness, city-owned utilities, support 
of social services and some fi rsts, including 
opening a public Children’s Library in 1940 
and becoming the fi rst U.S. city to have an 
Internet home page in 1994. 

In addition to the neighborhoods included 
here, you can view expanded profi les at www.
paloaltoonline.com/neighborhoods/.

This publication, like Palo Alto itself, 
is ever-evolving. If we’ve missed your 
neighborhood (either here or online), or 
if you have additional tidbits about your 
neighborhood you’d like to share with the 
Weekly, please let us know. 

Carol Blitzer, Editor
cblitzer@paweekly.com

Additional copies of Palo Alto Neighborhoods, as well as companion publica-
tions — Almanac Neighborhoods and Mountain View/Los Altos Neighborhoods 
— are available at the Weekly for $5 each. All three publications are available 
online at www.paloaltoonline.com/neighborhoods/.

Copyright @2012 by Embarcadero Media. All rights reserved. Reproduction 
without permission is strictly prohibited.

On the Cover: The Fitton family (from left: Jack and dog Waverley, John, Mary 
Lynn and Ellie) enjoy a fall day in front of their University South home, which 
was built in 1896. Photo by Veronica Weber. Photos of College Terrace and Cres-
cent Park by Veronica Weber; Greenmeadow by Kelsey Kienitz.

Publisher: William S. Johnson
Editor: Carol Blitzer
Art Director: Scott Peterson
Researchers: Carol Blitzer, Yichuan Cao, David Ruiz, 
Wendy Suzuki

Vice President Sales and Marketing: Tom Zahiralis
Sales representatives: Connie Jo Cotton, Neal Fine, 
Rosemary Lewkowitz, Carolyn Oliver, Irene Schwartz
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NEIGHBORHOOD FACTS 
CHILDCARE AND PRESCHOOLS: Piccolo 
Preschool, 888 Boyce Ave.
FIRE STATION: No. 3, 799 Embarcadero Road
LIBRARY: Main Library, 1213 Newell Road
LOCATION: bounded by San Francisquito Creek, 
Newell Road, Channing Avenue and Middlefi eld 
Road
NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION: Norman 
Beamer, 650-327-7071
PARKS: Eleanor Pardee Park, 851 Center Drive; 
Hopkins Creekside Park, along Palo Alto Avenue
POST OFFICES: Hamilton, 380 Hamiliton Ave.; 
Main, 2085 E. Bayshore Road
PRIVATE SCHOOLS: St. Elizabeth Seton School, 
1095 Channing Ave.
PUBLIC SCHOOLS: Duveneck Elementary School, 
Jordan Middle School, Palo Alto High School
SHOPPING (NEARBY): The Willows Market, 60 
Middlefi eld Road, Menlo Park
MEDIAN 2010 HOME PRICE: $2,400,000 
($710,000-$4,830,000)
HOMES SOLD: 30 
MEDIAN 2010 CONDO PRICE: $735,000
CONDOS SOLD: 1

Photo credit
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1. Downtown North
2. Crescent Park
3. University South
4. Professorville
5. Community Center
6. Duveneck/St. Francis
7. Triple El
8. Embarcadero Oaks
9. Leland Manor
10. Garland
11. Old Palo Alto
12. Southgate
13. Evergreen Park
14. College Terrace
15. Ventura
16. Midtown
17. Palo Verde
18. St. Claire Gardens

19. South of Midtown
20. Adobe Meadow/
      Meadow Park
21. Charleston Gardens
22. The Greenhouse
23. Greendell
24. Greenmeadow
25. Walnut Grove
26. Fairmeadow
27. Charleston Meadows
28. Monroe Park
29. Palo Alto Orchards
30. Barron Park
31. Green Acres
32. Greater Miranda
33. Esther Clark Park
34. Palo Alto Hills
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DOWNTOWN NORTH

A stone’s throw away from Stanford 
University, Downtown North used 
to be populated by mostly single 

graduate students and professionals, 
according to Lee Lippert, a long-time 
resident. Since the Lipperts moved in, they 
have witnessed an influx of families.

“I have seen more housing being built, 
forming a mix of small houses, arts-and-
crafts homes, small garden apartments and 
double duplexes in this neighborhood,” he 
said.

Lippert, an architect who served on 
Palo Alto’s Architectural Review Board, 
first moved into an apartment with 
his wife in 1983 and later moved to a 
house on Hawthorne Avenue. Beginning 
in the 1980s, he witnessed how his 
neighborhood, situated at the northernmost 
part of the city, has undergone many 
changes that reflect both the economic and 
demographic transitions that have taken 
place with the rise of the Silicon Valley.

“The Peninsula Times Tribune went out 
of business in the early 1990s,” Lippert 
pointed out, and the city block that faced 
Lytton Avenue was developed as both 
commercial and residential property. 
It was a loss to the news industry, but 
according to Lippert there were many 
gains for the neighborhood. He counts 
the introduction of traffic circles and 
turn restrictions in 2005 among recent 
improvements. 

“A lot of cut-through traffic went pass 
our neighborhood before the traffic-
calming measure was enforced,” he said. 

“The streets then were like a highway and 
it was very unsafe, especially for young 
children.”

Since the implementation of these 
traffic-restriction measures, the residential 
part of Downtown North became much 
quieter and pedestrian-friendly. Though 
parking on University Avenue remains 
a headache for some, Lippert finds 
Downtown North offers easy access to 
almost everything. 

“I moved to this neighborhood because 
it was just a 10-minute walk to my office, 
and my projects were usually within half-
a-mile radius, very easy to walk or bike 
to,” Lippert said. Before he moved to Palo 
Alto, Lippert used to commute to work by 
train from Connecticut to New York City. 

“Caltrain station, supermarket, 
restaurant and the San Francisquito Creek 
are all within walking or bicycle distance,” 
he said. “The only inconvenience is that 
there’s no gas station here now and I 
need to go to Menlo Park for gas, but, on 
second thought, I consider this a great 
thing.”

Newcomers to the neighborhood are 
also drawn to the conveniences. Trina 
Currier, who has lived in Downtown 
North since 2008, said she really enjoys 
the proximity of restaurants and shops 
on University Avenue, and, for her kids, 
Johnson Park. And Jacqueline Damsdale, 
who just moved into the neighborhood in 
November 2011, enjoys taking her kids to 
the park.

The area where Johnson Park is now 

used to be houses, but the city redeveloped 
the area into a public open space for the 
densely populated Downtown North. 
Johnson Park is now at the center of social 
life. It becomes a place where neighbors 
get to know each other “just by walking 
around,” Currier said. 

“It is a major asset of the community,” 
Lippert said. “It’s always full of kids, 
seniors ... and I used to walk the dogs in 
the evenings to Johnson Park, through the 
downtown area and back home. It’s the 
place that has brought the community here 
together.”

The ties among people are strong. 
Friday afternoons, neighbors visit each 
other and join each other’s parties. 
“Sometimes, people invite each other 
to dinners,” Damsdale said. Living in 
Downtown North makes her and her 
family — even though they are new faces 
in the neighborhood — feel warm and 
friendly. 

“We look out for each other, especially 
when someone’s sick,” Currier said. “It’s a 
nice camaraderie here.” 

— Yichuan Cao

FACTS
CHILDCARE AND PRESCHOOLS (AND 
NEARBY): Discovery Children’s House — 
Montessori, 437 Webster St.; Downtown Children’s 
Center, 555 Waverley St.; First School, 625 
Hamilton Ave.
FIRE STATION: No. 1, 301 Alma St. 
LIBRARY: Downtown branch, 270 Forest Ave. 
LOCATION: between San Francisquito Creek and 
University Avenue, Alma Street and Middlefield 
Road
NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION:  Sally Ann 
Rudd, sallyann_r@yahoo.com; Tricia Ward-Dolkas, 
neighborhood preparedness coordinator, tricia@
dolkas.net
PARKS: Cogswell Plaza, Lytton Avenue between 
Ramona and Bryant streets; El Camino Park, 100 
El Camino Real; El Palo Alto Park, Alma Street at 
El Camino Real; Hopkins Creekside Park, Palo Alto 
Avenue from El Camino Real to Middlefield Road; 
Johnson Park, Everett Avenue and Waverley Street 
POST OFFICE: Hamilton, 380 Hamilton Ave. 
PUBLIC SCHOOLS: Addison Elementary School, 
Jordan Middle School, Palo Alto High School
SHOPPING: University Avenue, Stanford Shopping 
Center
MEDIAN 2011 HOME PRICE: $1,754,407 
($610,000-$3,567,860)
HOMES SOLD: 12 
MEDIAN 2011 CONDO PRICE: $855,000 
($568,000-$1,099,000)
CONDOS SOLD: 11

Veronica W
eber
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The Professional for Professionals
MBA, CRS, SRES

(650) 465-9160
jcopple@cbnorcal.com

www.JackieCopple.com

opple
ackie

“My husband and I could not agree for 7 years, then Jackie came along and she

Excelled at listening to each of our concerns
 strong market knowledge

Intuitively brought us together
strong negotiation skills

“We sold my mother’s home from 700 miles away when Jackie gave

dedication
 Extensive fi nancial background 

marketing skills

Let Jackie Help You Achieve Your 
Real Estate Dreams!

Jackie Copple has been helping clients on the Peninsula 

achieve their personal fi nancial goals for over 30 years, as a tax 

accountant, a fi nancial planner, and since 1989 as a Realtor.

Serving the communities of Menlo Park, Atherton, Portola Valley, Woodside, Redwood City and north 

to San Mateo; Palo Alto, Mountain View, Los Altos and south to San Jose where I was raised.

Enjoy what Jackie’s clients are saying:
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CRESCENT PARK

T he wide streets of Crescent Park are 
lined by tall, stately trees that spread 
their knobby branches and many 

leaves to shade the sidewalks. Runners and 
families wander through the green expanses 
of Eleanor Pardee Park and out into a 
neighborhood that boasts 1,800 individually 
designed homes, ranging from Craftsman to 
Bungalows to Colonials. 

Andrea Saliba, a resident since 1997, 
greatly appreciates the trees in the area, 
even citing them as a reason for her move to 
community. She described them as “tall and 
majestic,” serving to give her neighborhood 
“a sense of history.”

“Newer developments don’t feel like 
home,” Saliba added.

Crescent Park is also home to a 
demonstration garden that is planted by 
master gardeners from the UC Extension 
program. On a lot next to what the locals 
call “Eleanor” Park, the garden has dirt paths 
that make their way through the carefully 
manicured beds. The garden features two 
distinct areas, one a “waterwise” garden that 
demonstrates regional plants that use little 
water and an edible garden that displays 
fruits and vegetables that are in season. 
Both of these gardens are open to the public 
during the week.

Crescent Park is bordered by San 
Francisquito Creek, a source of both 

pleasure and concern since past floods have 
caused property damage. The Crescent 
Park Neighborhood Association is working 
actively to get flood-control mechanisms 
installed so another flood can be prevented. 
But, despite the floods, residents are 
passionate about the creek.

Cathie Lehrberg, a resident since 1982, 
appreciates the wildlife that is found around 
the creek. 

“We draw birds that other areas don’t,” 
she said.

But beyond the creekside location 
and easy access to University Avenue 
restaurants, residents enjoy a sense of 
community through their neighborhood 
association. Through daily emails, they ask 
for — and receive — recommendations 
about anything from taking in a dress to 
finding a good financial advisor. Recent 
messages referred to a lost cat, a teenager 
wanting summer work, someone seeking a 
house sitter and another selling an antique 
armoire.

Saliba enjoys participating in the Crescent 
Park Neighborhood Association.

“The association is wonderful, a chance to 
say hello to your neighbors.”

A new resident, Ken Hawk, who moved 
to the neighborhood just two months 
ago, commented on how welcoming the 
community was.

“It is a great sense of community,” he 
said. “The first day that we were here, a 
neighbor brought over a care package.”

“The people here are fantastic and 
welcoming,” he added, commenting on how 
his new neighbors aided his arrival with a 
detailed list of contacts ranging from dentists 
to babysitters.

Saliba is especially 
appreciative of the 
small things that help 
build community 
and friendship in her 
neighborhood such as 
“my daughter selling 
Girl Scout cookies,” and 
the fact that there are “a 
few block parties.”

Lehrberg told the story 
of how her neighborhood 
welcomed a newly 
moved-in neighbor.

“The people across the 
street had a party for the 
(new) people around the 
corner,” she said.

And as for the 
neighborhood, she said 
that it could be summed 
up simply as “lovely 
homes, lovely trees and 
lovely people.” 

— Aaron Guggenheim

FACTS 
CHILDCARE AND PRESCHOOLS: Piccolo 
Preschool, 888 Boyce Ave.
FIRE STATION: No. 3, 799 Embarcadero Road
LIBRARY: Main Library, 1213 Newell Road
LOCATION: bounded by San Francisquito Creek, 
Newell Road, Channing Avenue and Middlefield 
Road
NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION: Norman 
Beamer, president, 650-327-7071
PARKS: Eleanor Pardee Park, 851 Center Drive; 
Hopkins Creekside Park along Palo Alto Avenue
POST OFFICES: Hamilton, 380 Hamiliton Ave.; 
Main, 2085 E. Bayshore Road
PRIVATE SCHOOLS: St. Elizabeth Seton School, 
1095 Channing Ave.
PUBLIC SCHOOLS: Duveneck Elementary School, 
Jordan Middle School, Palo Alto High School
SHOPPING (NEARBY): The Willows Market, 60 
Middlefield Road, Menlo Park; University Avenue
MEDIAN 2011 HOME PRICE: $2,375,000 
($701,000-$6,025,000)
HOMES SOLD: 43 
MEDIAN 2011 CONDO PRICE: $705,000
CONDOS SOLD: 1

Veronica W
eber
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*No slogan needed

 650-400-1001
DRE 01184883

Over
$500,000,000

in Palo Alto Sales

Once you have downloaded the 
free QR Reader App, simply use 
your phone to take a picture 
of the barcode on the left.  
You will then be able to view 
these and other exceptional 
properties.  

Miles McCormick
N u m b e r  O n e  Te a m  o u t  o f  7 9 , 0 0 0  K e l l e r  Wi l l i a m s  a g e n t s

H o m e s O f Pa l o A l t o. c o m
A v e r a g i n g  1 0 , 0 0 0  V i s i t s  P e r  M o n t h

470 Santa Rita Avenue
SOLD - Seller Representation

630 Lincoln Avenue
SOLD - Seller Representation

1030 Hamilton Avenue
SOLD - Buyer & Seller Representation

1060 Palo Alto Avenue
SOLD - Seller Representation

2160 Bryant Street
SOLD - Seller Representation

121 Fulton Street
SOLD - Seller Representation

950 University Avenue
SOLD - Seller Representation

925 Forest Avenue
SOLD - Buyer Representation

505 N. California Avenue
SOLD - Buyer & Seller Representation

551 Hale Street
SOLD - Seller Representation

560 Melville Avenue
SOLD - Buyer Representation

126 Lowell Avenue
SOLD - Seller Representation

561 Center Drive
SOLD - Seller Representation

938 Boyce Avenue
SOLD - Seller Representation

705 Ellsworth Place
SOLD - Buyer Representation



 N
EI

G
H

BO
RH

O
O

D
S

12

UNIVERSITY SOUTH

Nestled in between Palo Alto’s most 
exciting places, Kathryn Verwillow 
raves about the location of her 

neighborhood.
“The neighborhood is only three-fourths 

of a mile from downtown and eight blocks 
from Stanford,” she said. “It is the perfect 
location.”

Verwillow, a resident since 2003, said 
the sense of community is strong in the 
neighborhood, too. Each year her block on 
Kingsley Avenue hosts a block party for the 
whole neighborhood on the first Saturday 
after school starts. “It is like summer’s last 
gasp,” she said.

This year the party had a bouncy house 
for the young children and a 20-foot-tall blue 
and orange bouncy slide for the older kids.

When the kids were on the slide, squeals 
of delight poured out in every direction. The 
kids flew down the slide and bounced onto 
an inflatable-rubber surface. Verwillow said 
there was a first-aid kit at the ready.

Two young girls dragged their father 
toward the coolers when they arrived at 
the block party; they were in need of juice 
boxes. Verwillow said the party usually gets 
up to 200 residents during the potluck.

“On this block there was a house sold 
for $10 million and another sold for a little 
under $900,000,” she said.

But, location is the main attraction to this 

more than 100-year-old community.
Eric Nee, a journalist at Stanford, has 

lived in University South since 1998. He 
said he enjoys riding his bike to work 
everyday and also said the location of the 
neighborhood is the best aspect.

“It is the most urban of the suburban 
communities,” he said. “Everything is in 
walking distance.” 

However, the great location of University 
South has brought some problems with the 
continued expansion of Palo Alto.

The city designated two-hour parking 
streets at the edge of the neighborhood 
to accommodate downtown workers. 
According to long-time resident Michael 
Hodos, this influx of cars has created a big 
parking issue.

“Residents without driveways will go to 
run an errand and have to park blocks away 
from their houses,” Hodos said. “I once saw 
a woman walk a block back and forth several 
times just to put away her groceries.”

Hodos has lived in the neighborhood since 
1978 and said that there used to be ample 
parking. Now, he said he has to help his 
neighbor and play “musical cars” to ensure a 
parking spot is available.

The parking problems spill into the 
historic district of Professorville — named 
for the Stanford professors who lived there 
— which is surrounded by University South. 

When Stanford opened in 1891, there was 
little near the campus. According to Palo 
Alto Historian Steve Staiger, the city of Palo 
Alto was formed because Stanford needed a 
city surrounding it.

“You can’t tell the story of Stanford 
without talking about Palo Alto,” Staiger 
said.

The area that is now called University 
South was the original Palo 
Alto because it was the closest 
walking distance to the university, 
according to Staiger.

Because of this, University 
South has homes that are more 
than 100 years old. But since the 
neighborhood lies outside the 
historic borders of Professorville, 
renovations on homes can be done 
with much less red tape to cut 
through.

Staiger said he hopes to 
continue University South’s 
tradition of history by opening the 
Palo Alto History Museum within 
the neighborhood’s boundaries. 
The new museum will be housed 
in the Roth Building on Homer 
Avenue, which used to house Palo 
Alto’s original clinic.

Construction could start on the 
museum as early as 2012, Staiger 
said. 

— Ryan Deto

FACTS
CHILDCARE AND PRESCHOOLS: Addison 
Kids’ Club, 650 Addison Ave.; Children’s Creative 
Learning Center Downtown Child Care Center, 848 
Ramona St.; First School, 625 Hamilton Ave.; The 
Learning Center, 459 Kingsley Ave. 
FIRE STATION: No. 1, 301 Alma St. 
LIBRARY: Downtown branch, 270 Forest Ave. 
LOCATION: bounded by Homer Avenue, Alma 
Street, Embarcadero and Middlefield roads
NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION: Elaine Meyer, 
650-325-8057
PARKS: Scott Park, Scott Street and Channing 
Avenue; Palo Alto Heritage Park, Homer Avenue 
and Waverley Street
POST OFFICE: Hamilton, 380 Hamilton Ave. 
PUBLIC SCHOOLS: Addison Elementary School, 
Jordan Middle School, Palo Alto High School
SHOPPING: University Avenue, Town & Country 
Village
MEDIAN 2011 HOME PRICE: $2,738,000 
($1,100,000-$4,900,000)
HOMES SOLD: 28 
MEDIAN 2011 CONDO PRICE: $880,000 
($650,000-$2,400,000) 
CONDOS SOLD: 33

Veronica W
eber
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monicacormanbroker DRE# 01111473

monicacormanbroker
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PROFESSORVILLE

Named for the Stanford professors who 
originally congregated there in the 
1890s, Professorville is known for its 

100-year-old late Victorian homes, arching 
oak trees and proximity to downtown. As 
Palo Alto’s oldest residential neighborhood, 
the area even boasts national recognition as 
an official Historic District.

“We just liked the feel of the 
neighborhood,” said longtime resident Ruth 
Letts of her family’s thoughts upon moving 
into their Lincoln Avenue home 39 years 
ago. “It was very unpretentious. ... The 
warmth of the neighborhood just felt right, 
and it continues to feel right.”

Bordered by Kingsley and Addison 
avenues and Cowper and Ramona streets, 
Professorville features a variety of turn-of-
the-century architectural styles including 
Colonial Revival, Queen Anne, Craftsman 
Bungalows and Wood Shingle. 

The neighborhood enjoys residential 
seclusion while sitting close to Town & 
Country Village, University Avenue and 
several public schools.

“You can click off anything and say, 
‘Yeah, I walk there,’ even the train station,” 
Letts said. 

“Everyone seems to walk or ride 
bikes, which helps you get to know your 
neighbors,” said Megan Barton, who moved 
to Professorville with her family in 2007.

In recent years, the walkability to 
downtown has created severe parking 
problems. Commuters, eager to take 
advantage of the lack of a time limit, pack 
Ramona and Bryant streets bumper-to-
bumper during work hours.

Residents are left with limited street-side 
parking options — a serious issue, since 
many of the older homes were built without 
garages.

Similarly, “Lincoln’s kind of a 
thoroughfare now,” Letts said. “When we 
moved in, it was very quiet.”

The neighborhood has experienced 
significant change during the last decade, 
according to Palo Alto historian Steve 
Staiger.

Letts remembers watching her Lincoln 
Avenue neighbors transition from 
predominantly families to older, retired 
empty-nesters. But the area has recently 
attracted many families with young children, 
reinvigorating the gentrified atmosphere.

“There’s this new surge of energy,” Letts 
said. “It’s all good stuff, it really is.”

“I feel like the older neighbors socialize 
wonderfully with those of us that are 
younger or have younger families,” Barton 
said.

Even a short walk through the 
neighborhood reveals the juxtaposition of 
old and new. After passing several traditional 

houses, a new-construction home can 
suddenly appear, jarring the landscape.

Residents who wish to renovate or rebuild 
their houses often experience opposition 
from the Palo Alto Historical Review Board 
(HRB), who seek to maintain the historic 
status of the area. One couple recently 
spent three years and $500,000 fighting the 
HRB for the right to demolish their Lincoln 
Avenue home. 

Despite the headaches of the 
permit process, most residents 
support the efforts to maintain 
the traditional look and feel of 
Professorville, Letts said.

“We really appreciate the 
people that come in and keep 
the integrity of the houses,” 
she said. “No two houses are 
alike.”

It was this protectiveness 
that motivated Palo Alto 
residents to unify to save 
Professorville in the 1970s 
from a proposed 18-story 
health center. Letts and Barton 
agreed that the community is 
still strong today.

“We take care of each 
other’s children, pets, share 
meals,” Barton said.

“It’s the old borrowing the 
sugar, borrowing the egg,” 
Letts explained. 

— Casey Moore

FACTS
CHILDCARE AND PRESCHOOLS (NEARBY): 
Addison Kids’ Club, 650 Addison Ave.; Downtown 
Child Care Center — CCLC, 848 Ramona St.; The 
Learning Center, 459 Kingsley Ave.; Downtown 
Children’s Center, 555 Waverley St.
FIRE STATION: No. 1, 301 Alma St., and No. 3, 
799 Embarcadero Road
LIBRARY: Downtown branch, 270 Forest Ave.
LOCATION: bounded by Kingsley and Addison 
avenues from Cowper to Ramona streets
PARKS: Scott Street Mini Park, Scott Street and 
Channing Avenue; Heritage Park, Homer Avenue 
and Waverly Street
POST OFFICE: Hamilton, 380 Hamilton Ave.
PRIVATE SCHOOL (NEARBY): Castilleja School, 
1310 Bryant St.
PUBLIC SCHOOLS: Addison Elementary School, 
Jordan Middle School, Palo Alto High School
SHOPPING: University Avenue; Town & Country 
Village
MEDIAN 2010 HOME PRICE: $1,600,000 
($1,075,000-$3,440,000)
HOMES SOLD: 3 

Veronica W
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SOLD
FOR THE BEST PRICE
IN THE SHORTEST TIME
Let my attention to detail, strong negotiating
skills, and marketing expertise skillfully 
position your home for greatest value.

My clients always receive exceptional real 
estate service, including:

  20+ Years of  Experience

  Attention to Detail

  Strong Negotiation Skills

  State-of-the-Art Marketing

  Extensive Internet Presence

  Pre-sale Enhancement Services

Elyse@ElyseBarca.com  |  www.ElyseBarca.com  |  DRE# 00106027

Successfully Representing 
Buyers and Sellers since 1988

1550 El Camino Real, Suite 100
Menlo Park, CA  94025
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Middlefi eld Rd., Palo Alto

Beresford Ave., Redwood City

Spring St., Redwood City

Crestview Drive, Mountain View

Continentals Way, Belmont

Hawthorne, Palo Alto

Cappelletti Ct., Mountain View

Fremont St., Menlo Park

Crestview Dr., Mountain View 

Maddux Dr., Palo Alto

ROD 
CREASON

BROKER 
ASSOCIATE, e-PRO
Cell: 650-255-2977
Rod@RodCreason.com
www.RodCreason.com

I’ve been 
busy in your 

neighborhood!
If you are 

thinking of 
Buying or 

Selling, 
call me!
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DUVENECK/ST. FRANCIS

Barbara Wolfe and her husband Elliott 
wanted to settle down after moving 
around the country for many years, 

and after one visit to Palo Alto in 1970, she 
remembers thinking, “This is it. ... This is 
home.”

Forty-plus years, three re-models and 
many memories later, they still live in their 
home on Madison Way, in what was then 
called Green Gables.

Margot Lockwood-Stein and her husband 
Tom Stein came to Duveneck in 2008 
in search of a neighborhood where their 
children Ben and Katherine could safely play 
outside. They were attracted to the canopy of 
trees that surrounded their eventual home on 
Walter Hays Drive and appreciate how the 
neighborhood gives their children access to 
“great schools all the way ‘til high school,” 
Lockwood-Stein said.

“We had bid on a similar (house) a year 
before, so I knew Margot would love it,” 
Stein said.

These two families’ experiences provide 
insight into daily life in Duveneck and the 
shared experiences that bring its residents 
together.

Socializing on Duveneck’s streets 
and sidewalks is very important to both 
families. The houses in the Steins’ corner 
of the neighborhood are “really attractive” 
and well-kept, Lockwood-Stein said, and 
minimal traffic makes their street a safe, 
active social hub.

“We’ll take a walk around the loop 
and the kids will all be playing, and we’ll 
be hanging out with the grown-ups,” 
Lockwood-Stein said.

The Steins also enjoy wandering slightly 

further afield. Their children spend a lot of 
time at Eleanor Pardee Park, and Stein, an 
avid tennis player, appreciates Duveneck’s 
proximity to the courts at Rinconada Park.

Wolfe described “Eleanor” Park as a 
special “delight.” Palo Alto’s abundance 
of child-friendly facilities — including the 
Children’s Library, Palo Alto Children’s 
Theatre and the Junior Museum & Zoo, all 
of which are within walking distance from 
Duveneck — impressed her during her first 
visit to the city, she said. 

“Edgewood Plaza would help bring 
neighbors together and add to the 
convenience of local walk-to shopping,” she 
added.

For now, she walks her dog daily and 
enjoys meeting people who are out with 
their own pets. She and her friends also 
take weekly walks to University Avenue 
and Town & Country shopping center — 
Duveneck’s closest commercial districts.

The Steins wanted to move to Palo Alto 
because of its excellent school system, 
Lockwood-Stein said. She and her husband 
are thankful that five of their neighbors have 
children in the same grade at Duveneck 
Elementary as their son.

“Both of us grew up in the same group of 
kids through high school, and we knew how 
beneficial that could be,” he said.

Wolfe’s memories of Green Gables, as 
Duveneck Elementary was called until 1982, 
are more colorful.

“In the ‘70s, everything was, you know, 
hanging loose,” she said.

Wolfe’s daughter Laura, who started 
attending Green Gables as a first grader, 
said that she and her classmates were seated 

in a circle by their teacher — “with all the 
heads pressed together” — and taught the 
principles of group meditation.

She also recalled a teacher who lived in 
the neighborhood and often sat outside in 
his car — a large convertible with a steer’s 
horns mounted on the hood — to greet 
passing students.

“It was nice to go over there and say hi,” 
she said.

Laura Wolfe moved back to Duveneck 
with her husband Daniel Cher in 1998 after 
leaving for college years before. The couple 
bid on many Palo Alto houses but ended 
up on Iris Way — a street about five blocks 
from Barbara Wolfe’s — where they now 
live with their daughters Emma and Clara.

“The school is better since I was here. ... 
There are teacher’s aides and more parent 
involvement,” she said.

Moving to Duveneck can be difficult. 
Lockwood-Stein said that Duveneck’s high 
real estate prices make living there “a very 
big financial decision” and that their current 
house is significantly smaller than the San 
Mateo house they lived in beforehand.

But “the neighborhood is so great, it was 
worth it,” Stein said.

Barbara Wolfe is just glad to have found a 
quiet neighborhood with “tight community 
bonds (and) friendly neighbors,” she said.

“The beauty is we have created a small-
town environment in the larger environment 
of the Peninsula,” she said.

— Martin Sanchez

FACTS
CHILDCARE AND PRESCHOOLS: Duveneck 
Kids’ Club, 705 Alester Ave.
FIRE STATION: No. 3, 799 Embarcadero Road
LIBRARY: Main Library, 1213 Newell Road 
LOCATION: bounded by San Francisquito Creek, 
Oregon Expressway, Greer Road, Embarcadero 
Road and Newell Road
NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION: Karen White, 
650-494-7026, KarenWhite4@sbcglobal.net
PARKS (NEARBY):  Eleanor Pardee Park, 851 
Center Drive; Rinconada Park, 777 Embarcadero 
Road 
POST OFFICE: Main, 2085 E. Bayshore Road 
PRIVATE SCHOOLS (NEARBY): International 
School of the Peninsula, 151 Laura Lane; St. 
Elizabeth Seton, 1095 Channing Ave.
PUBLIC SCHOOLS: Duveneck Elementary School, 
Jordan Middle School, Palo Alto High School 
SHOPPING: Edgewood Shopping Center (to be 
renovated); University Avenue
MEDIAN 2011 HOME PRICE: $1,602,000 
($1,100,000-$2,470,000)
HOMES SOLD: 38

Veronica W
eber
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MENLO PARK

(650) 566-5348- office
(408) 221-3175 - cell

DRE# 01139489

brigid@vanrandall.com
www.vanrandall.com

PALO ALTO

PALO ALTO

PALO ALTO

PALO ALTO

REPRESENTING  
Buyers and Sellers in  

Palo Alto and surrounding 
areas to achieve their real 

estate goals

LOS ALTOS
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Situated between Middlefield, 
Embarcadero and Newell roads and 
Channing Avenue, the colorful, open 

yards and sidewalks shaded by trees in the 
Community Center neighborhood welcome 
neighbors to stop and chat with passer-bys.

Within two blocks in each direction, 
residents have everything they could want in 
a neighborhood brimming with children.

“It’s a great neighborhood for kids,” said 
Meg Clayton, who moved to the Community 
Center neighborhood in 2002. “You can 
get to parks, libraries, even the Children’s 
Theatre without having to cross a major 
road.” 

“We have access to everything,” said 
Gaynor Brown, a resident who moved in 10 
years ago. “Everything is close — the parks, 
the swimming pool, all the schools. It’s a 
20-minute walk into town. You’ve got the 
library. You’ve got the (Junior) Museum. 
There’s a lot going on.”

Brown’s decision to move to the 
neighborhood was influenced by the fact she 
could walk or cycle whenever she wanted to. 
Her two daughters have followed her model.

“They haven’t needed cars,” Brown said. 
“It was really easy for them to walk or bike 
to school. It’s always felt very safe walking 
around.”

Marvin Lee moved to the neighborhood 
more than 40 years ago with his wife and 
two children.

“It just looked like an ideal place for us,” 

Lee said. “It was only two blocks from the 
park in either direction. Rinconada Park is 
on the one side, Eleanor Pardee Park on the 
other. Then the library was two blocks in the 
other direction. And the Children’s Theatre 
and all the children’s activities two blocks 
west.”

Not much has changed since Lee moved 
in.

“It’s been a wonderful community,” Lee 
said. “We’ve pretty much retained the way 
it was. The community center area remains 
an extremely desirable area. You can see it 
in the prices. It deserves people saying, ‘I’ll 
pay any price to live there.’”

Carmen Muñoz Chappuis has lived in the 
Community Center neighborhood since 1999 
and her three children have participated 
in various activities — Children’s Theatre 
outreach, Girl Scouts, tennis lessons and 
swimming at Rinconada Park. She said she 
loves being able to bike with her children 
to all of these activities, and to walk or bike 
to the Palo Alto Farmers Market. On date 
nights, she and her husband often walk 
downtown and have dinner.

“The location is great, but what I think 
makes it really special is the people who 
live here,” said Clayton, author of “The 
Wednesday Sisters.” “It’s a very friendly 
neighborhood. People know their neighbors. 
We have block parties. We have a book 
group. Everyone is always out walking 
around.”

The block parties began more than 40 
years ago, and the book group began in 
2004.

“When we moved to Palo Alto, we knew 
not a soul,” Clayton said. “The neighborhood 
has really drawn together. Before the book 
group was started I knew a couple people 
in the neighborhood. Now we have parties 
outside the book group. We connect in so 
many ways, even just walking dogs.”

Rick Ferguson, president of the 
Community Center Neighbors’ Association, 
has seen families come and go, but said the 
dynamic remains unchanged.

“We’ve had new home development and 
an influx of younger families,” Ferguson 
said. “There’s been a marvelous infusion of 
new blood and new faces.” 

Ferguson was impressed by the 
community’s response when a neighbor’s 
home caught fire in 2008.

“There was a wonderful turn-out,” 
Ferguson said. “The neighbors were all there 
in a matter of minutes and the family’s needs 
were met. The neighbors and neighborhood 
are there when they need to pull together.”

Muñoz Chappuis echoed Ferguson’s 
praise for her neighbors. When she had a 
medical issue, the book club brought her 
meals and took care of her pets.

“If I’m out of something, like eggs, I’ll 
ask around instead of running to the store 
with three kids.

“We wouldn’t trade Community Center 
for any place in Palo Alto,” she said. 

— Emily James

FACTS
CHILDCARE AND PRESCHOOLS: Walter Hays 
Kids’ Club, 1525 Middlefield Road
FIRE STATION: No. 3, 799 Embarcadero Road
LIBRARY: Main Library, 1213 Newell Road, 
Children’s Library, 1276 Harriet St. 
LOCATION: bounded by Middlefield Road, 
Channing Avenue, Newell Road and Embarcadero 
Road 
NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION: Rick 
Ferguson, 650-327-3222, rick@skylonda.com 
PARK: Rinconada Park, 777 Embarcadero Road
POST OFFICE: Main, 2085 E. Bayshore Road; 
Hamilton, 380 Hamilton Ave. 
PRIVATE SCHOOL: St. Elizabeth Seton School, 
1095 Channing Ave.
PUBLIC SCHOOLS: Walter Hays, Addison or 
Duveneck elementary schools, Jordan Middle 
School, Palo Alto High School
SHOPPING: Midtown, Downtown Palo Alto
MEDIAN 2011 HOME PRICE: $2,450,000 
($800,000-$4,908,000)
HOMES SOLD: 17

C
lifford Pham
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C I N D Y        LI EB SCH

For A Stress Free Real Estate Transaction
Contact me!

“It was the most pleasant, time saving, professional and stress-free 
large fi nancial transaction we have ever completed!  Cindy was “off the 
charts” wonderful!” 

Scott and Lisa - Menlo Park

“Cindy is tenacious, a skillful negotiator, easy to work with and fun, 
smart, very knowledgeable and savvy.  She has that special touch in 
everything that she does.”

Tony and Renee - Woodside

C I N D Y  L I E B S C H
650-591-7473

DRE#01324217



Leland Manor
Many Leland Manor families have lived 

there since the area developed 70 years ago, 
but the last decade has seen an influx of 
newcomers. Recent transplant Heidi Schwenk 
found her dream house on quiet Northampton 
Drive in 2006. She has since discovered 
that it was the first in the neighborhood and 
designed by renowned Palo Alto architect 
Birge Clark. 

Another piece of history is up the 
road: A brick house at Newell Road was 
a prototypical “modern house” in San 
Francisco’s 1939 World’s Fair exposition. 

Most homes in the area are single-story 
California ranchers spread out on 10-12,000 
square-foot lots, with some contemporary 
exceptions. Leland Manor’s rolled curbs and 
wireless skies (electric and telephone lines 
are underground) give the still streets an 
expansive feel. 

Swing sets and roses decorate front 
yards, along with the occasional palm, birch 
or Japanese maple. Some residents tend 
vegetable gardens and even chicken coops. 

Defined by a central ring of streets 
encircling twin cul-de-sacs, Leland Manor 
receives little traffic. Residents say this 
seclusion contributes to their strong sense of 
community.

A Fourth of July parade brings neighbors 
together annually, a community corkboard 
displays signs for dog walkers and missing 
rabbits, and resident Kathleen Hughes 
is organizing volunteers for emergency 

preparedness. Longtime resident Lorraine 
Berry drops recommended books in 
neighbors’ mailboxes and runs Easter egg 
hunts. 

“People really look out for each other,” 
Schwenk said. 

Garland Drive
Winding Garland Drive is mostly a tranquil 

community, but it has catapulted many 
residents into civic affairs. Frances Dias and 
Robert Cooley served on the City Council in 
the 1960s. Most recently, Dick Rosenbaum, 
a resident of almost four decades, served two 
terms over 12 years.

Residents have also been active around 
local issues. Neighbors successfully lobbied 
the City to close a youth hangout in the 1960s 
and add stop signs in the 1970s.

Recent issues center on local schools. 
Some residents voiced concern about noise 
and traffic following a planned reopening 
and expansion of Garland Elementary 
School, currently leased to private Stratford 
School. The City postponed the plan in 2009 
after enrollment slowed, but gave notice to 
Stratford to vacate by 2014. At that time, the 
district will likely remodel before reopening it 
as a public school.

In general, residents agree that 
magnolia-lined Garland Drive is “just a 
good neighborhood to bring up children,” 
Rosenbaum said. Most of the children had 
grown up and moved away until 1995, when 
new families trickled in. 

Nearly all of Garland Drive’s 90 houses are 
original, single-story post-war constructions. 
One of the area’s four cul-de-sacs has a well-
established Fourth of July party, and many 
residents belong to a Yahoo! group.

Embarcadero Oaks
Lights and tinsel transform Fulton Street 

into a winter wonderland every year, drawing 
thousands of visitors to “Christmas Tree 
Lane.” Residents have kept the tradition 

alive since 1940, and new arrivals inherit 
decorations from previous owners. Before the 
lights go on, neighbors have coffee together. 

“It’s a real neighborhood,” said Mike 
Klum, who since 1974 has lived in a house 
Herbert Hoover built as Stanford University 
president. 

Lined with tall sycamores and houses 
that date back to the 1930s, including some 
designs by Birge Clark, Fulton Street also 
stands out during the rest of the year. It was 
once the eastern edge of a neighborhood 
that extended past Middlefield and has 
architecture in Tudor Revival and Monterey 
Colonial styles. Several ancient oaks lend the 
area its name.

The rest of the neighborhood’s California-
style homes went up after World War II, on 
streets of descending length branching off 
Seale Avenue.

A resurgence of families with young 
children has re-defined the well-kept 
neighborhood. Caroline Steene, a Swedish 
citizen who has rented a house in the area for 
two years, rides her bicycle around with two 
kids in tow. She appreciates local schools, 
diversity and — of course — Christmas Tree 
Lane. 

“We don’t do it like that in Sweden.” 
— Katia Savchuk 

LELAND MANOR/GARLAND DRIVE/EMBARCADERO OAKS

FACTS 
CHILDCARE AND PRESCHOOLS (NEARBY): 
First Congregational Church Nursery School, 
1985 Louis Road; Parents Nursery School, 
2328 Louis Road; Walter Hays Kids’ Club, 1525 
Middlefield Road
FIRE STATION: No. 3, 799 Embarcadero Road
LOCATION: Leland Manor: between 
Middlefield and Louis roads, Seale and North 
California avenues; Embarcadero Oaks: triangle 
formed by Embarcadero Road, Seale Avenue 
and Middlefield Road; Garland Drive: between 
Middlefield and Louis roads
LIBRARY: Main Library, 1213 Newell Road 
PARK (NEARBY): Rinconada Park, 777 
Embarcadero Road
POST OFFICE: Cambridge, 265 Cambridge 
Ave. 
PRIVATE SCHOOL: Hwa Shin Bilingual Chi-
nese School, 750 N. California Ave.; Stratford 
School, 870 N. California Ave.
PUBLIC SCHOOLS: Walter Hays Elementary 
School, Jordan Middle School, Palo Alto High 
School 
SHOPPING: Midtown
MEDIAN 2011 HOME PRICE: $1,595,000 
($1,190,000-$2,020,000)
HOMES SOLD: 15
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Leland Manor, Garland Drive and Embarcadero Oaks may be small, but their sense of 
community runs large. The idyllic mini-neighborhoods nestle in a parallelogram in eastern 
Palo Alto, bounded by the Oregon Expressway, Middlefield Road, Embarcadero Road and 

Louis Road. 
Residents say you cannot beat the location, with shops and eateries within walking distance 

at Midtown, California Avenue, University Avenue and Stanford University. Sought-after 
schools and a nearby community center, children’s theater and library keep local children busy. 
Several of the area’s serene streets come to life for annual holiday festivities.
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OLD PALO ALTO
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Gamble Garden, a 2.5-acre 
public oasis featuring diverse 
demonstration and formal gardens, 

educational programs and grand historic 
buildings, lies at the heart of the Old Palo 
Alto neighborhood.

A crown jewel of the city, the garden, 
residents say, is representative of the things 
they love about their neighborhood as a 
whole: beautiful architecture, lush, well-
tended greenery and a friendly atmosphere.

Old Palo Alto, which stretches from 
Alma Street to Middlefield Road and 
between Embarcadero Road and the Oregon 
Expressway, is one of the city’s wealthiest 
and most desirable, popular with such local 
celebrities such as former footballer Steve 
Young. And despite the “old” name, city 
historian Steve Staiger said it isn’t the oldest 
neighborhood in town, with its first homes 
not built until after the turn of the 20th 
century. 

“I think Realtors gave it that name because 
it sounds cool,” he said.

Though the appropriateness of its name 
may be up for debate, it’s reputation as a 
pleasant place to live is not.

“It’s got a great urban canopy and a great 
neighborhood feel,” Nadia Naik, founder of 
the Old Palo Alto Neighborhood Association, 
said. “It’s historic, walkable and bikeable.” 

In just a couple of years, the neighborhood 

group has attracted more than 300 members, 
she said, and now boasts a “flourishing” 
Emergency Preparedness program.

Naik and her family moved to the area 
from Boston and rented for nine months 
before buying their home in 2006. They liked 
the quiet, tree- and flower-filled atmosphere 
and “eclectic, hodgepodge” of houses, 
including Craftsman, Eichler, Colonial and 
Mediterranean-style homes.

Fellow resident Mary Haverstock has 
renovated her own house several times and 
currently resides in a Craftsman-style home.

“We tried to maintain some of the integrity 
of the original design,” she said. “The 
housing styles of the neighborhood are a real 
mix, and I love that,” she said. 

Haverstock and her family made the 
decision to return to Palo Alto from San 
Francisco in 1994 and specifically chose 
Old Palo Alto because of the “beauty and 
charm of the area” and its family-friendly 
environment, including the excellent school 
system, she said.

Haverstock, who, like Naik, has kids at 
Walter Hays Elementary School, said it has 
been ideal for bringing up her family. And, 
she said, “Four new families with small kids” 
have recently moved near her home on Byron 
Street, “which is a change.” 

Turnover brings in new families and 
children to mix with the older, long-time 

population. “That’s really fun,” she said.
Daniel Garber, past chair of the city’s 

Planning and Transportation Commission, 
has called Old Palo Alto home since 1996. 
He said the neighborhood reminded him and 
his wife of the Midwestern communities they 
grew up in, and that his family has enjoyed 
many block parties over the years. 

The central location, too, is an 
important feature for residents. 

“It’s a lovely, low-key 
neighborhood, but it’s close 
to Midtown and California 
Avenue,” he said, and downtown 
is within reach as well.

“It’s not always organized,” 
but there is a friendly feel, 
with neighbors chatting and 
socializing often, Haverstock 
said, explaining that there 
is more block-to-block 
activity than an overarching 
neighborhood identity.

“It’s the perfect amount of 
neighborhood involvement; 
we’re not busy bodies,” she said, 
laughing.

“When I’m out and about, 
walking my dog, looking at 
the gardens and flowers, I meet 
people,” she said. “It’s a real 
community.”

— Karla Kane

Veronica W
eber

FACTS 
CHILDCARE AND PRESCHOOLS (NEARBY): 
Neighborhood Infant-Toddler Center, 311 N. 
California Ave.; Walter Hays Kids’ Club, 1525 
Middlefield Road
FIRE STATION: No. 3, 799 Embarcadero Road
LIBRARY: Main Library, 1213 Newell Road
LOCATION: between Embarcadero Road and 
Oregon Expressway, Alma Street and Middle-
field Road
NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION: Old Palo 
Alto Neighborhood Association (OPANA), 
Nadia Naik, nadianaik@gmail.com 
PARKS: Bowden Park, Alma Street and 
California Avenue; Bowling Green Park, 474 
Embarcadero Road; Kellogg Park, next to Bowl-
ing Green Park
POST OFFICE: Cambridge, 265 Cambridge 
Ave.
PRIVATE SCHOOL: Castilleja School, 1310 
Bryant St.
PUBLIC SCHOOLS: Addison or Walter Hays 
elementary schools, Jordan Middle School, Palo 
Alto High School 
SHOPPING: Town & Country Village; Midtown
MEDIAN 2011 HOME PRICE: $1,980,000 
($740,000-$5,800,000)
HOMES SOLD: 48
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 eannah Hunt

 aurel Hunt RobinsonL
L

LEANNAH HUNT & 
LAUREL HUNT ROBINSON

(650) 475.2030    
www.LeannahandLaurel.com

lhunt@serenogroup.com   laurel@serenogroup.com
Leannah DRE# 01009791     Laurel DRE# 01747147

PALO ALTO     LOS ALTOS     LOS ALTOS HILLS     MENLO PARK     ATHERTON     PORTOLA VALLEY     WOODSIDE   

MT.  VIEW   REDWOOD CITY ... AND THE ENTIRE MID-PENINSULA

Leannah Hunt & Laurel Hunt Robinson
Your team for Palo Alto Real Estate

Palo Alto Neighborhood Experts
Leannah & Laurel are both residents of Old Palo Alto

PROVEN PROFFESSIONAL AND COMMUNITY LEADERSHIP. UNMATCHED KNOWLEDGE OF MID-PENINSULA 
NEIGHBORHOODS. EXCEPTIONAL PERSONAL SERVICE.  A TRACK RECORD OF OUTSTANDING RESULTS.

It has been a pleasure to work with you on the sale of our house. As we 
worked our way through all the complicated issues, you had a way of giv-
ing us confi dence that it would all work out. And it did!  
                    — Dr. and Mrs. Harry Hartzell

They really know the market...get to know people very quickly, identifying 
their needs. They are warm and perceptive...I wouldn’t use anyone else. 
             — Ray Bacchetti

We were very pleased with their comprehensive knowledge of the local 
markets, schools, and neighborhoods.        — Jay & Liana Boyarsky

‘

‘
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The former orchard that is Southgate 
was owned by the Stanfords until the 
1920s, when they sold and subdivided 

it. Lucille Lawrence Cascio has lived in 
Southgate so long she still has the 1923 
documents that banned alcohol and poultry 
from the neighborhood, as well as “any 
person of African, Japanese or Chinese 
descent.” 

The neighborhood has changed.
Southgate, bordered by El Camino Real, 

Park Boulevard, the Caltrain tracks and 
Churchill Avenue, has dense leafy foliage, 
little gas-lamp-style streetlights and a 
“hidden” walkway that connects Sequoia 
Avenue and El Camino Real. The little 
houses — increasingly bigger — are laid 
out in cul-de-sac-esque geography that 
deters commuting drivers, and attracts 
bicyclists and walkers.

Besides adding to its pedestrian feel, 
Southgate’s geographically defined 
boundary adds to its neighborhood 
identity. “There’s no question about 
whether you live in Southgate or another 
neighborhood,” legal consultant and 
Southgate resident since 2006 Martha 
Klein said.

With Stanford, Palo Alto High School, 
the Caltrain, California Avenue, University 

Avenue, and Town & Country Village all 
within walking-distance, residents love 
the location. “For teens, it’s perfect,” Irina 
Gorelik, a mother of four and Southgate 
resident since 2007, said.

Southgate reminds Klein of the North 
Carolina of her childhood, when kids 
played in the street after dinner. Of course 
in the 1960s Southgate kids also played in 
the park after dinner, Cascio, who’s lived 
there since 1963, recalled. 

“I see a daily procession of people with 
dogs, women with babies, fathers taking 
the twins to Peers Park, and of course lots 
of bikers,” Klein said, lifting a snoozing 
cat from her couch. “This cat isn’t mine — 
probably a neighbor’s. This is how cozy 
Southgate is,” Klein said.

The neighborhood holds annual 
Memorial Day block parties and toy 
drives. Individual blocks sometimes 
organize parties and picnics. Neighbors 
arrange folding chairs in the middle of the 
street, and spend the evening eating and 
talking.

Southgate has seen a lot of construction 
in the last three years. Gorelik estimated 
that every street in Southgate has had 
three or four homes remodeled, many 
with second floors. When she arrived in 

Southgate, she knew her house was too 
small for her family, but the location was 
too perfect to pass up. Since then she 
converted her smaller home to a large, 
two-story home.

Palo Alto High School teacher and 
Southgate resident since 1996 Kate 
McKenzie also noticed the trend to make 

over small houses. “It has 
changed the look and feel of 
the neighborhood, but it’s still a 
very neighborly place,” she said.

The proposed high-speed rail 
that would link San Diego to 
San Francisco has become the 
biggest issue in the community. 
“We all wanted it, but it’s 
a bit shocking to have it go 
through your neighborhood. It 
could possibly rip up a whole 
street of houses. It is going to 
make a pastoral neighborhood 
significantly louder,” McKenzie 
said.

Cascio worried that the 
high-speed rail may take out 
her garage. The rail project, 
however, could take more 
than a decade to organize and 
construct, she said. Her house’s 
inheritors will likely have to 
deal with the high-speed rail, 
“but at my age, I’m not too 
worried that it will impact me.” 

— Georgia Wells

G
alen Stolee

FACTS 
CHILDCARE AND PRESCHOOLS (NEARBY): 
Casa dei Bambini, 457 College Ave.; Escondido 
Kids’ Club, 890 Escondido Road; Walter Hays 
Kids’ Club, 1525 Middlefield Road
FIRE STATION: No. 6, 711 Serra St. on the 
Stanford Campus
LIBRARIES: Main Library, 1213 Newell Road; 
and College Terrace branch, 2300 Wellesley St. 
LOCATION: bounded by El Camino Real, Park 
Boulevard, the railroad tracks and Churchill 
Avenue
NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION: Jim Mc-
Fall, Neighborhood Watch, wmjmcfall@yahoo.
com, 650-327-4428
PARK: Alexander Peers Park, 1899 Park Blvd.
POST OFFICE: Cambridge, 265 Cambridge 
Ave.  
PUBLIC SCHOOLS: Escondido and Walter 
Hays elementary schools, Jordan Middle School, 
Palo Alto High School.
SHOPPING: Town & Country Village; Califor-
nia Avenue
MEDIAN 2011 HOME PRICE: $1,434,500 
($1,350,000-$1,925,000)
HOMES SOLD: 4
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Not far from the bustle of the California 
Avenue commercial district lies a 
neighborhood so quiet one can hear the 

evening crickets. 
Located between Oregon Expressway, 

Park Boulevard, El Camino Real and College 
Avenue, Evergreen Park offers easy access to 
the shopping district, Stanford University and 
Caltrain, as well as the College Terrace Library 
and Peers Park. 

The location and access are among the main 
draws for residents. They’re also attracted to a 
family atmosphere with kids of various ages, 
and a diverse community.

Two annual events in this neighborhood 
— a block-party potluck and the Peers Park 
barbecue — draw residents together. Every 
year the block party is held on a different 
street, Steve Godfrey, a resident of Oxford 
Avenue since 1999, said. 

“The neighborhood has a broad base of 
involvement this way because rather than 
have it at one corner every year we have it at 
different sections. ... Rotating it gives everyone 
a chance to be involved,” he said.

Many families here with children commute 
to local schools and play together, he said. His 
son and daughter bike to local Jordan Middle 
School with a group of kids.

Homes vary in size and architectural styles 
as well as lot size. In one of the streets one can 
see three different fence styles, made of brick, 
stone or wood.

There are about 150 single-family homes, 
and about 250 multi-family homes that include 
condos as well as apartments, David Schrom, 
a resident of Oxford Avenue since 1976 and 
neighborhood association president, said.

Many homes are newly built and many 
others recently renovated. Some older houses 
date back to before the town of Mayfield was 
joined with Palo Alto.

Tommy Derrick, a Leland Avenue resident, 
lives in one of a few historical Evergreen 
Park homes with a history stretching back to 
Mayfield days. Called the Lockwood-Holston 
house, it was built for the Station Master Bert 
Holston and his wife, Gussie Ash Holston. 

Derrick has lived here since 1977 and says 
this is the best neighborhood in all of Palo 
Alto. The access it brings as well as the local 
park really makes Evergreen Park shine, he 
said. 

Although California Avenue and El Camino 
Real give close access to shopping, some 
residents feel the negative aspects of spill-over 
parking and traffic.

The traffic problem was solved some time 

ago by using cul-de-sacs, a traffic circle, 
islands and one-way signage to discourage 
drivers from using the neighborhood streets as 
shortcuts. However, parking is still a problem 
at times, according to Schrom.

— Mike Lata

“Living in Triple El is like living 
in a small village. Everyone is 
looking out for everyone else,” 

said Susan Usman, who moved to the 
Eichler-dominated neighborhood with her 
family in 2006.

“It just feels good to live here,” she said.
Residents are known to look after each 

other, to bring meals when they are sick, 
pick up their neighbor’s newspaper when 
they are gone and babysit their neighbor’s 
children.

Surrounded by North California Avenue 
and Oregon Expressway and by Louis 
and Greer roads, the three neighborhood 
streets — Elsinore Drive, Elsinore Court 
and El Cajon — appeal to newcomers 
with their Eichler design, contemporary 
architecture, “California Modern” home 
style and Elsinore Drive’s beautiful row of 
44 Chinese elm trees.

“The Chinese elm trees were planted 
when the houses were built in 1955. They 
are the heart of this neighborhood. They 
are now so elegant and beautiful that they 
are forming a welcoming tunnel above the 
street,” Heather Galanis, a resident since 
1965, said.

Triple El is also filled with social life, 
including a fall ice cream social and block 
parties to welcome new residents. 

“There are games for children, music 
and for the Mummers Parade we wear 
costumes and we walk around the 
neighborhood,” Galanis said.

“All the parties are a good way to 
introduce new people to the group,” 
longtime resident Chuck Sieloff said.

He and his wife, Sally Dudley, have 
lived in Triple El since 1972. The 
neighborhood has evolved significantly 
over the years with new families moving 

in from China, Japan, Korea, India, 
France and Switzerland. Residents include 
physicians, engineers, doctors, lawyers 
and others.

— Maud Lepine

EVERGREEN PARK FACTS 
CHILDCARE AND PRESCHOOLS (NEARBY): 
Casa dei Bambini Montessori School, 463 & 
457 College Ave.; Escondido Kids’ Club, 890 
Escondido Road
FIRE STATION: No. 2, 2675 Hanover St.
LIBRARY: College Terrace branch, 2300 
Wellesley St.
LOCATION: between Oregon Expressway, Park 
Boulevard, El Camino Real and College Avenue
NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION: David 
Schrom, 650-323-7333
PARKS: Alexander Peers Park, 1899 Park Blvd.; 
Sarah Wallis Park, 202 Grant Ave.; Bowden 
Park, 2380 High St.
POST OFFICE: Cambridge, 265 Cambridge 
Ave.
PRIVATE SCHOOL: The Living Wisdom School, 
456 College Ave.
PUBLIC SCHOOLS: Escondido Elementary 
School, Jordan Middle School, Palo Alto High 
School 
SHOPPING: California Avenue
MEDIAN 2011 HOME PRICE: $1,475,000 
($835,000-$1,800,000) 
HOMES SOLD: 5 
MEDIAN 2011 CONDO PRICE: $565,000 
($470,000-$1,130,000) 
CONDOS SOLD: 17

TRIPLE EL FACTS
CHILDCARE AND PRESCHOOLS (NEARBY): 
First Congregational Church Nursery School, 
1985 Louis Road; Parents Nursery School, 
2328 Louis Road; Duveneck Kids’ Club, 705 
Alester Ave.
FIRE STATION: No. 3, 799 Embarcadero Road
LIBRARY:  Main Library, 1213 Newell Road
LOCATION: Elsinore Drive, Elsinore Court and 
El Cajon 
PARKS (NEARBY):  Rinconada Park, 777 
Embarcadero Road; Greer Park, 1098 Amarillo 
Ave.
POST OFFICE:  Main, 2085 E. Bayshore Road
PUBLIC SCHOOLS: Duveneck Elementary 
School, Jordan Middle School, Palo Alto High 
School
SHOPPING:  Midtown
MEDIAN 2011 HOME PRICE: $1,611,000 
HOMES SOLD: 1
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The great outdoors  
inspires me to conserve  
our precious resources.

—Andrea Hart 
Utilities Account Representative 
Residential Programs 

www.cityofpaloalto.org/sustainablehome   (650) 329–2241

During my hikes and camping trips around the 

Bay Area, I’m reminded how my work helping 

residents to become more energy-efficient 

also helps the great outdoors stay great.

I show customers how to take advantage of 

our many programs to lower their utility bills 

while making their homes more comfortable.

For example, mailed Home Energy Reports 

and onsite Green@Home energy audits 

are both free and personalized to identify 

actions which make sense for each customer. 

Our SMART Energy Rebate program gives 

money back for eligible effi cient appliance 

purchases. Palo Altans can also sign-up for 

PaloAltoGreen and reduce their carbon 

footprints. And for lower income customers, 

we offer free installation of efficiency 

improvements through our Residential 

Energy Assistance Program (REAP).

I feel good knowing it is a win-win for 

residents and for the environment.  

Learn more at:  

CityofPaloAlto.org/SustainableHome
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When wealthy farmer and landowner 
Alexander Gordon from San Mateo 
County purchased a 120-acre 

tract of land in 1887, he named its streets 
after illustrious American colleges and 
universities, giving birth to College Terrace. 

The neighborhood, with its vast streets, 
fragrant gardens and pastiche of architectural 
styles, is “the most neighborhoody 
neighborhood in Palo Alto,” said homebuilder 
William Hurt, former vice president of the 
College Terrace Residents’ Association 
(CTRA) and a resident of 56 years. 

“Everybody knows everybody else. It’s also 
small unlike Midtown, which is generic.”

With its four modest parks, labyrinth of 
blocked-off streets and collection of childcare 
centers, College Terrace is notoriously kid-
friendly. Children and parents can be spotted 
hand-in-hand on summery Friday afternoons, 
strolling past old houses with towers and side 
gables in the Queen Anne style, and quaint 
English cottages. The neighborhood’s most 
ancient dwelling, 2310 Yale St., was built in 
1889. The Victorian house is listed on the 
National Register of Historic Places.

The community was not always dominated 
by youth, however. “One huge change 
occurred in the early ‘80s,” Maggie Heath, a 
resident since 1973, said. “In the ‘70s there 
appeared to be few young children but lots of 
Stanford undergraduates. Accommodation on 
campus was only available for three of their 
four years and College Terrace was ideal, 

plenty of funky old low-rent cottages and 
houses available. But as Stanford built more 
dorms the students began to disappear, plus 
rents were going up.

“Beginning in the early 1980s, babies and 
toddlers started to appear, including my own. 
Since then the number of young children 
has continued to increase as more and more 
families make College Terrace their home.”

Escondido Elementary School, with its 
bilingual English and Spanish program, is also 
a draw for children in the neighborhood. “At 8 
a.m. it’s a virtual caravan of kids and parents 
off to school and work,” Hurt said. Summer 
block parties and community picnics at 
Dartmouth Park, as well as a mass Easter egg 
hunt, are organized annually. 

Although the neighborhood has undergone 
only minor changes demographically, residents 
have expressed concern about the future of 
neighborhood staple grocery store JJ&F, which 
is set to be closed during an as-of-yet delayed 
construction project. “People debate how 
popular JJ’s really is, but the neighborhood 
wants to keep it there,” Hurt said. “If I go 
grocery shopping at Mollie Stone’s, nobody 
knows me. But if I go to JJ’s, everyone knows 
me and the names of my children.” 

“There is concern that when JJ&F has to 
close because their building is to be torn down, 
there is a very real possibility they will not 
return,” Heath said. “While some residents 
only want to have JJ&F, others would like to 
have a large enough space available for rent to 

attract another grocery store.”
Another concern for College Terrace is the 

traffic impact of Facebook shuttles that run 
down California Avenue to the Research Park, 
where the social networking company moved 
their offices in 2009. 

But this year, Facebook also began the 
process of moving employees to a new and 
much larger campus in Menlo Park along the 
Bayfront Expressway,” Fred Balin, CTRA 

communications director, said.
Despite the recent challenges to 

College Terrace, the neighborhood 
remains “one of the hottest 
neighborhoods in Palo Alto,” Hurt 
said. “People always come back. 
Many Stanford graduates who 
stayed here when they were going 
to school move back here with 
their families. I think it’s because 
the neighborhood has charm. It’s 
eclectic and extremely quiet. It’s just 
evolved that way.” 

College Terrace is a family-
oriented community with its own 
idiosyncratic spirit. “One thing 
is for sure,” Heath said. “With all 
the new families moving into the 
neighborhood, College Terrace will 
continue to be a vibrant and well-
loved neighborhood for many years 
to come.” 

— Daniela Reichelstein

Veronica W
eber

CHILDCARE AND PRESCHOOLS: College 
Terrace Children’s Center, 2300 Wellesley 
Ave.; Bing Nursery School, 850 Escondido 
Road; Escondido Kids’ Club, 890 Escondido 
Road; Pepper Tree After School Program, 865 
Escondido Road 
FIRE STATION: No. 2, 2675 Hanover St. and 
No. 6, 711 Serra St. on the Stanford campus
LIBRARY: College Terrace, 2300 Wellesley St.
LOCATION: bounded by Stanford Avenue, El 
Camino Real, California Avenue and Amherst 
Street
NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION: College 
Terrace Residents’ Association, Brent Barker, 
president, www.ctra.org
PARKS: Donaldina Cameron Park, 2100 
Wellesley St.; Mayfield Park, 2300 Wellesley 
St.; Weisshaar Park, 2298 Dartmouth St.; Werry 
Park, 2100 Dartmouth St.
POST OFFICE: Cambridge, 265 Cambridge 
Ave.
PUBLIC SCHOOLS: Escondido Elementary 
School, Jordan Middle School, Palo Alto High 
School
SHOPPING: California Avenue
MEDIAN 2011 HOME PRICE: $1,125,000 
($630,000-$2,494,500)
HOMES SOLD: 12
MEDIAN 2011 CONDO PRICE: $820,000  
CONDOS SOLD: 1
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650.387.2535  
Brendan.Callahan@cbnorcal.com    

BrendanSells.com

• Integrity
• Knowledge
• Experience
• Results
• Palo Alto Native

Call Brendan today.

Coldwell Banker
630 Ramona Street, Palo Alto, CA 94301

DRE# 01397059  

 Selling Palo Alto, 
         Menlo Park, Los Altos & Atherton

B R E N D A N
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During the dot-com boom, Midtown 
resident Sylvia Gartner went to a city 
council meeting, waved a paper bag 

and said, “If I can’t put something in here 
and take it home, the business shouldn’t be 
in the shopping center.”

Her gesture was part of the Midtown 
Residents Association’s (MRA) effort 
to prevent the shopping area from being 
filled with computer startups or dot-com 
businesses. Gartner said that those didn’t 
help the area, and the MRA wanted the 
shopping center to be “neighborhood-
serving,” Gartner said.  

This focus on residential life is key to the 
culture of Midtown, which extends from 
Oregon Expressway to Loma Verde Avenue 
and Alma Street to West Bayshore Road. 

Just ask the residents. Kerry Kenny 
moved to Midtown as a child in 1983 and 
lived there until college. As an adult with 
her own children, she moved back in 2005.

“We love being able to walk to get a 
great cup of coffee in the morning, ice 
cream in the evening, but also have the 
serenity of the quiet streets and lovely 
parks in the neighborhood,” she said. 

The Midtown Residents Association has 
focused on preserving the neighborhood 
feel that sets the area apart. Gartner was 
among the founding members in 1994.

“We were all concerned about how 
Midtown was starting to look really ragged 
with businesses closed in the shopping 

district and boarded windows. So we all 
met at what is now Mike’s Cafe and agreed 
that we needed to form an association 
to see what we could do to prevent the 
deterioration of our neighborhood,” she 
said. 

In addition to successfully asking the 
city council to keep the shopping district 
strictly commercial, members hold monthly 
meetings and block parties and threw their 
10th annual ice cream social in September.

Much has changed since 1994 though, 
Gartner said, and not all for the better. Once 
known for its Eichlers — homes with open 
floor plans and glass doors — Midtown has 
gone through heavy renovation. 

“So many people seem to want to buy 
up smaller houses and tear them down,” 
Gartner said. “There’s been a lot of change 
and now we have a couple karate studios 
and exercise places and sandwich places. 
I remember when there was Bergman’s 
department store. I really miss it.”

On the other hand, Kenny said the 
renovations are an improvement, calling the 
mix of new homes and Eichlers “eclectic” 
and praising the expanded shopping center. 

Jill Matzke, who moved to Midtown in 
1995, said the development makes the area 
more attractive for new residents and loves 
the local Hoover, Greer and Mitchell parks. 

“There’s such a sense of safety, and 
we’re a true residential neighborhood with 
a vibrant community. The neighborhood 

is full of life with children and the next 
generation moving in,” Matzke said. 

— Angela Chen

CHILDCARE AND PRESCHOOLS: Grace 
Lutheran Preschool, 3149 Waverley St.; 
Love’n’Care Christian Preschool, 2490 Middle-
field Road; Mini Infant Center of Palo Alto, 
3149 Waverley St.; Ohlone Kids’ Club (PACCC), 
950 Amarillo Ave.; Palo Alto Friends Nursery 
School, 957 Colorado Ave.
FIRE STATION: No. 4, 3600 Middlefield Road
LIBRARY: Mitchell Park branch, 3700 Middle-
field Road (after summer 2012)
LOCATION: between Oregon Expressway and 
Loma Verde Avenue, Alma Street and West 
Bayshore Road
NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION: Sheri Fur-
man, 650-856-0869, sheri11@earthlink.net, 
www.midtownresidents.org
PARKS: Greer Park, 1098 Amarillo Ave.; 
Hoover Park, 2901 Cowper St.; Seale Park, 
3100 Stockton Place
POST OFFICE: Cambridge, 265 Cambridge 
Ave.; Main, 2085 E. Bayshore Road
PRIVATE SCHOOLS: Keys School, 2890 
Middlefield Road; HeadsUp! Emerson School, 
2800 W. Bayshore Road; The Girls’ Middle 
School, 3400 W. Bayshore Road
PUBLIC SCHOOLS: El Carmelo, Fairmeadow, 
Hoover, Ohlone and Palo Verde elementary 
schools; J. L. Stanford Middle School; Gunn or 
Palo Alto high schools 
SHOPPING: Midtown Shopping Center, 
Middlefield Road and Colorado Avenue; also 
Middlefield Road at Loma Verde Avenue
MEDIAN 2011 HOME PRICE: $1,270,000 
($760,000-$2,950,000)
HOMES SOLD: 70
MEDIAN 2011 CONDO PRICE: $716,975 
($340,000-$869,000) 
CONDOS SOLD: 14

MIDTOWN
Veronica W

eber
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ST. CLAIRE GARDENS

The front yards of the South of Midtown 
neighborhood are littered with Razor 
scooters and half-sized dirt bikes.

“It’s an Ozzie-and-Harriet type of place,” 
Rusty Jacobi said as he washed his car on a 
crisp, autumn morning. “You can’t have Palo 
Alto anywhere else,” he said.

Jacobi has lived all over the western 
United States, but he and his wife moved 
back to the neighborhood where they grew 
up.

South of Midtown is the type of place 
where the biggest problem is what to call 
the neighborhood. Longtime resident Jean 
Griffiths says that the area is named “Barron 
Creek,” and Sheri Furman, chair of the 
Midtown Residents Association says that 
“South of Midtown” is nothing more than “a 
real estate marketing designation.”

Whatever you want to call it, the 
neighborhood is bordered by Middlefield 
Road, Alma Street, Loma Verde Avenue and 
East Meadow Drive.

Griffiths has been a resident since 1966 
and remembers that when the neighborhood 
first got started many residents were World 
War II veterans. “The success of the Silicon 
Valley brought about the biggest changes, 

with housing prices soaring and pricing out 
of the market our previous neighbors,” she 
said.

There are similar remodels to those seen 
around the valley, but the cottage feel of the 
neighborhood is still intact. Griffiths sees 
the remodels as an improvement South of 
Midtown needs. She said the houses were 
cheap rush jobs when they were built in the 
‘50s and could benefit from some green 
retrofitting.

Mary Saxton moved in 2000 “because the 
Palo Alto public schools were better than 
Menlo’s.” 

“I generally feel safe here. ... It’s a 
pleasant quiet neighborhood,” she said.

She likes the amenities such as the library, 
grocery and nearby Mitchell Park.

“There are quite a few events at the park. 
They have concerts and a Fourth of July 
picnic,” she said.

According to Jacobi, the whole 
neighborhood gets into the act for the annual 
block party. “We’ve got singers and a band. 
There’s a cabaret singer down the street. Of 
course there are professors. One made ice 
cream out of air. The kids loved it.”

—  John Squire

In a city known for Eichler communities, 
St. Claire Gardens proves to be an 
aberration. Rather than a tract of homes 

with low-sloping roofs, atriums, glass 
walls, concrete floors and other modernist 
features, the homes populating St. Claire 
Drive, St. Michaels Drive and St. Michaels 
Court follow a more conventional design.

The Roman Catholic Archdiocese 
of San Francisco developed St. Claire 
Gardens in the early 1950s, around the 
same time Joseph Eichler designed nearby 
Fairmeadow.

Sandy and Brock Hinzmann mentioned 
the lack of small children as something 
that has changed since moving to the 
neighborhood in 1978.

“Obviously those of us who have been 
here for 30 years have gotten older, and 
our children have left, and we’ve got 
grandchildren now, and that sort of thing,” 
Sworakowski said. “But I would say over 
the (last) 15 years or so, there has been a 
big influx of families.”

In the morning, the horseshoe-shaped 
St. Michaels Drive, which unites with St. 
Claire Drive on each end, illustrates why 

the Hinzmanns describe the neighborhood 
as “children friendly” and “a nice quiet 
street.” 

St. Claire Gardens would be enclosed 
from the rest of Palo Alto if not for two 
outlets on St. Claire Drive, leading to 
Middlefield Road and Cowper Street, 
respectively. Because little traffic filters in, 
the streets remain quiet.

“When my children were younger, we 
used to have big Fourth of July parties 
out on the court here,” Sworakowski said. 
“Now we do have block parties. It’s a very, 
very tight-knit neighborhood.”

Dave Spencer, who moved to St. Claire 
Gardens in 2007 with his wife and baby, 
described a block party he attended. “We 
took over the street. We set up an amazing 
number of tables. And everyone from a 
block away came. And we saw people that 
have been here 10, 20, 30 or more years, so 
it was very neat to see that.

“We’re happy here,” Spencer said. 
“The street’s much quieter. We found 
people very friendly. It feels like a stable 
neighborhood.” 

— Richard To

FACTS
CHILDCARE AND PRESCHOOLS (NEARBY): 
Besse Bolton Kids’ Club, 500 E. Meadow Drive; 
Milestones Preschool, 3864 Middlefield Road; 
Covenant Children’s Center, 670 E. Meadow Drive; 
El Carmelo Kids’ Club, 3024 Bryant St.; Grace 
Lutheran Preschool, 3149 Waverley St.
FIRE STATION: No. 4, 3600 Middlefield Road
LIBRARY: Mitchell Park branch, 3700 Middlefield 
Road (after summer 2012)
LOCATION: bounded by Loma Verde Avenue, East 
Meadow Drive, Middlefield Road and Alma Street
NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION: part of 
Midtown Residents’ Association, Sheri Furman, 650-
856-0869, www.midtownresidents.org
PARKS: Mitchell Park, 600 E. Meadow Drive; 
Hoover Park 2901 Cowper St.
POST OFFICE: Cambridge, 265 Cambridge Ave.
PRIVATE SCHOOLS (NEARBY): International 
School of the Peninsula, 3233 Cowper St.; 
Challenger School, 3880 Middlefield Road; Keys 
School Lower Campus, 2890 Middlefield Road
PUBLIC SCHOOLS: El Carmelo and Fairmeadow 
elementary schools, J.L. Stanford Middle School, 
Gunn High School 
SHOPPING: Midtown Shopping Center, Middlefield 
Road and Colorado Avenue; Charleston Center
MEDIAN 2011 HOME PRICE: $1,320,000 
($825,000-$2,600,000)
HOMES SOLD: 37

SOUTH OF MIDTOWN FACTS 
CHILDCARE AND PRESCHOOLS (NEARBY): 
Besse Bolton Kids’ Club, 500 E. Meadow Drive; 
Milestones Preschool, 3864 Middlefield Road; 
Covenant Children’s Center, 670 E. Meadow Drive; 
El Carmelo Kids’ Club, 3024 Bryant St.; Grace 
Lutheran Preschool, 3149 Waverley St.
FIRE STATION: No. 4, 3600 Middlefield Road
LIBRARY: Mitchell Park branch, 3700 Middlefield 
Road (after summer 2012)
LOCATION: bounded by Loma Verde Avenue, East 
Meadow Drive, Middlefield Road and Alma Street
NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION: part of 
Midtown Residents’ Association, Sheri Furman, 650-
856-0869, www.midtownresidents.org
PARKS: Mitchell Park, 600 E. Meadow Drive; 
Hoover Park 2901 Cowper St.
POST OFFICE: Cambridge, 265 Cambridge Ave.
PRIVATE SCHOOLS (NEARBY): International 
School of the Peninsula, 3233 Cowper St.; 
Challenger School, 3880 Middlefield Road; Keys 
School Lower Campus, 2890 Middlefield Road
PUBLIC SCHOOLS: El Carmelo and Fairmeadow 
elementary schools, J.L. Stanford Middle School, 
Gunn High School 
SHOPPING: Midtown Shopping Center, Middlefield 
Road and Colorado Avenue; Charleston Center
MEDIAN 2011 HOME PRICE: $1,320,000 
($825,000-$2,600,000)
HOMES SOLD: 37
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I’m part meter reader,  
part neighborhood watch 
and part dog whisperer.

—Joseph Martin 
Utilities Meter Reader

www.cityofpaloalto.org/utilities   (650) 329-2161

As a meter reader I end up also being the eyes and 
ears of the community. While on my routes if I see 

a broken window or signs of a crime, I report it. 

Help me get accurate readings by keeping your 
meters accessible. Prune or remove landscaping 

and other objects within 3 feet of the meters.

Oh, and as for dogs, most I can tame with  
treats but I really appreciate when owners of  

aggressive dogs keep them under 
control. If you get a new dog,  

call and let us know in 
advance so I’ll be prepared!

Have special issues with 
meter access? For details  

on our “Read Your Own 
Meter Program,”call  

(650) 329-2161. 
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ADOBE MEADOW/MEADOW PARK

In 1948, Joseph Eichler sought to build 
modern middle-class houses for the 
massive post-World War II rush to 

suburbia. The result was the now-iconic 
Eichler, a small one-story structure with large 
plate-glass windows that faced outwards 
towards the garden. 

In the Palo Verde neighborhood, these 
crown jewels of 1950s architecture still 
dominate the landscape mingled among 
recent renovations, new homes and tall trees.

Allen Smoll, a resident of Palo Verde since 
1962, raised his family in the neighborhood 
and his children attended Palo Verde 
Elementary. He thinks, because of the local 
elementary school, the neighborhood is very 
accessible to young families. This has become 
truer in the recent years as more young 
families have settled in the neighborhood.

“Schools are good and there are lots of 
playgrounds,” Smoll said.

Also prominent in the Palo Verde 
community is the Eichler Swim and 
Tennis Club. With its multiple courts, large 
swimming pool and distinctive Eichler 
architecture, it is a draw for young families 

with children.
Callie Huck, a resident since 1980, said her 

family has made good use of the club.
“We were pretty involved with Eichler. 

They have a couple of picnics and my 
husband plays tennis there,” she said.

As for the neighborhood as a whole, it 
remains one with an active social scene.

“We have a block party,” Rinah Mullens, a 
resident since 1979, said. “Our cul-de-sac is 
neighborhood-y,” she added.

Huck agreed with Mullens, saying that her 
neighbors are “very friendly” and that she and 
her family can “walk everywhere and bike 
everywhere.”

And despite recent changes in the 
neighborhood with regards to the physical 
landscape (including new housing on East 
Meadow), the community spirit keeps it very 
much the same place that Allen Smoll and his 
family moved into nearly 50 years ago.

“Things have pretty much stayed the 
same,” Smoll said, and he is glad of that.

“I kind of like the neighborhood as it is,” 
he concluded. 

— Aaron Guggenheim

The Adobe Meadow and Meadow 
Park neighborhoods, nestled just east 
of Middlefield Road between East 

Meadow Drive and Charleston Road, and 
divided by Adobe Creek, have garnered 
a reputation as Palo Alto’s “sleepiest” 
neighborhoods. 

Perusing the streets that branch from 
Louis Road, the only bridge across the 
creek, the cyclists, dog walkers and playing 
children outnumber motorists. On a 
blustery day, salt from the nearby Baylands 
can be picked up in the air, and humming 
traffic noise is muffled by the rustling 
canopy overhead. 

The homes, a mix of Brown and 
Kauffman developments and Eichlers, are 
characterized by innovative use of color 
and landscaping; house exteriors appear 
in bold apple greens, creams, browns, 
natural wood, and in one case, purple with 
periwinkle trim. City trees, planted in yards 
rather than sidewalks, serve as centerpieces 
in neat lawns and gardens. Houses are 
largely one-story, with few exceptions, such 
as Ortega Court. 

The former site of an elementary 
school, Ortega Court is now an enclave of 
fashionable larger, more expensive homes.  

Ramos Park, a 4.4-acre spread of grass, 
picnic tables, and play structures, still 
serves as a gathering place for families 
as well as the community, and is the host 
location of the annual Adobe Meadow 
neighborhood block party, held Labor Day 
weekend. 

Originally held on a section of Corina 
Way, the annual party was opened to the 
entire Adobe Meadow neighborhood in 
2005, and moved to the park the following 
year. The party serves a dual purpose of 
uniting the community and maintaining the 
neighborhood association’s presence. 

Meadow Park nearby is bordered by 
Adobe Creek, Bibbits Drive, Charleston 
Road and Grove Avenue. 

“Our NA sort of coalesced over an issue 
with a single-story overlay (in 1998), which 
is still in effect,” said Mike McMahon, past 
president of the Meadow Park Residents 
Association, and resident since 1975. 

— Kristen Barta

CHILDCARE AND PRESCHOOLS (NEARBY): 
Covenant Children’s Center, 670 East Meadow Drive; 
Sunshine Preschool Montessori, 3711 Ross Road 

FIRE STATION: No. 4, 3600 Middlefield Road

LIBRARY: Mitchell Park branch, 3700 Middlefield 
Road (after summer 2012)

LOCATION: Bounded by East Meadow Drive, Fabian 
Way, Montrose Avenue, Middlefield Road

NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION: Meadow 
Park Residents Association, Cathy Swan, president, 
650-494-2892, swan.cathy@gmail.com, www.
meadowpark.us; Adobe Meadow Neighborhood 
Association, Ken Allen, president, info@
adobemeadow.org

PARKS: Don Jesus Ramos Park, 800 East Meadow 
Drive; Mitchell Park, 650 East Meadow Drive 

POST OFFICE: Main, 2085 East Bayshore Road

PRIVATE SCHOOL: Challenger School, 3880 
Middlefield Road

PUBLIC SCHOOLS: Fairmeadow Elementary School, 
J.L. Stanford Middle School, Henry M. Gunn High 
School

SHOPPING: Charleston Center, Midtown Shopping 
Center

MEDIAN 2011 HOME PRICE: $1,215,000 
($928,000-$1,700,000) HOMES SOLD: 10

MEDIAN 2011 CONDO PRICE: $744,944 
($418,215-$937,000)

CONDOS SOLD: 14

PALO VERDE FACTS 
CHILDCARE AND PRESCHOOLS: Palo Verde 
Kids’ Club, 3450 Louis Road
FIRE STATION: No. 4, 3600 Middlefield Road
LIBRARY: Mitchell Park branch, 3700 Middlefield 
Road (after summer 2012)
LOCATION: between Loma Verde Avenue 
and East Meadow Drive, Middlefield and West 
Bayshore roads
NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION: Palo Verde 
Residents Association, Boris Foelsch, borisfoelsch@
gmail.com, http://pvra.jot.com/WikiHome
PARKS (NEARBY): Don Jesus Ramos Park, 800 
E. Meadow Drive; Henry W. Seale Park, 3100 
Stockton Place
POST OFFICE: Main, 2085 E. Bayshore Road
PRIVATE SCHOOLS: The Girls’ Middle School, 
3400 W. Bayshore Road
PUBLIC SCHOOLS: Palo Verde Elementary School, 
J.L. Stanford Middle School, Gunn High School
SHOPPING: Midtown Shopping Center, 
Middlefield Road and Colorado Avenue; also 
Middlefield Road at Loma Verde Avenue
MEDIAN 2010 HOME PRICE: $1,286,000 
($995,000-$1,425,000)
HOMES SOLD: 11
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Experience, integrity  
& results!

SERENO GROUP

www.kathleenpasin.com

Kathleen Pasin
Your Neighborhood Realtor

(650) 450-1912

Kathleen is a Palo Alto native having grown up in South Gate 
and Old Palo Alto. She now raises her family in the Los Arboles 
neighborhood near Mid-town. Kathleen has been successfully 
helping buyers and sellers in Palo Alto and the surrounding 
communities for 10 years.

Some of Kathleen’s 2011 transactions:
863 Melville Ave. Palo Alto (Community Center)
870 Garland Dr., Palo Alto (Leland Manor/Garland Dr.)
963 Amarillo Ave., Palo Alto (Mid-town)
425 Grant Ave #25, Palo Alto (Evergreen Park)
262 Pasa Robles Ave., Los Altos
31 Sneckner Court, Menlo Park
1043 Almanor Ave, Menlo Park
Spinnaker, Redwood Shores 
(Pending) 1602 Alameda de Las Pulgas, Redwood City

DRE #01396779



BARRON PARK FACTS 
CHILDCARE AND PRESCHOOLS: Barron Park 
Childcare Co-op, Gretchen_Reynolds@yahoo.com; 
Barron Park Playgroup, Beth Delson, bdelson@
icg.org; Barron Park Children’s Center, 800 Barron 
Ave.; Barron Park Preschool, 3650 La Donna Ave.; 
Barron Park Kids’ Club, 800 Barron Ave.; Juana 
Briones Kids’ Club, 4100 Orme St.
FIRE STATION: No. 5, 600 Arastradero Road
LIBRARY: College Terrace branch, 2300 Wellesley 
St.; Mitchell Park branch, 3700 Middlefield Road 
(after summer 2012)
LOCATION: roughly between Chimalus and 
Maybell avenues, El Camino Real and Gunn High 
School fields
NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION: Lynnie 
Melena, president, 650-493-2135, president@
bpaonline.org, www.bpaonline.org
PARKS: Bol Park, Laguna Avenue between Barron 
and Matadero avenues; Juana Briones Park, 609 
Maybell Ave.
POST OFFICE: Cambridge, 265 Cambridge Ave.
PUBLIC SCHOOLS: Barron Park and Juana 
Briones elementary schools, Terman Middle School, 
Gunn High School
SHOPPING: San Antonio Shopping Center, 
California Avenue 
MEDIAN 2011 HOME PRICE: $1,312,750 
($813,000-$2,275,000)
HOMES SOLD: 34 
MEDIAN 2011 CONDO PRICE: $707,000 
($550,000-$963,000)
CONDOS SOLD: 7
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FAIRMEADOW

The days of summer ice-cream socials 
held to welcome new neighbors, spring 
gatherings in the park and winter 

parades complete with marching band and 
donkeys, have gone by the wayside — unless 
you live in the community of Barron Park.

Unlike most Silicon Valley neighborhoods 
Barron Park hastens back to the era of a 
simpler time, where family and community 
were rooted in the hearts and minds of its 
residents.  

“The rural area atmosphere, wide 
variety of houses and great school district” 
top the list of reasons Ken Tani, former 
executive board member of the Barron 
Park Association (BPA), chose to call this 
community home. But the reason he remains 
is “the multi-cultural caliber of residents.” 

Barron Park’s history dates back to 1925 
when it was laid out as a 62-lot Santa Clara 
County subdivision by Colonel Sebastian 
Jones, along El Camino Real, La Selva Drive 
and Barron Avenue. Between the 1920s 
and ‘30s agriculture was its mainstay. Fruit 
orchards could be seen from El Cerrito to 
Encina Grande Park, and on the land where 
Gunn High School is located, dairy cattle 
grazed.

Even newer residents of the neighborhood 
feel a sense of history. Anne Maggioncalda, 

a resident since 2006, feels the older 
generation of Barron Park “adds a lot of 
history, and a sense of commitment to the 
community.” 

Another relative newcomer to Barron 
Park, since 2008, is Francoise Lang. “It 
has a secluded, country feel,” Francoise 
said, mentioning the main attraction for the 
Langs. 

Equally attractive was the ease of 
commuting. The Langs’ children, and 
husband Burt, bike to school and work. 
According to Francoise, it will be “quite 
some time” before the family considers 
moving anyplace else. 

Gary Breitbard, a resident since 1972, 
was attracted to “the rural character and 
its cultural surroundings — walking on 
our streets and biking to nearby Stanford 
University and our various downtowns.”

Bol Park on Laguna Avenue is where 
residents gather each spring to celebrate 
May Fete, an annual event based on long-
ago May Day celebrations. The Fete even 
includes a large May pole, built by longtime 
resident, Paul Edwards.

— Kimberly Ewertz

Carlson Circle’s quiet on a sunny day 
is punctuated by the gentle sound of 
children playing and the notes of a 

saxophone in the far-off distance. Spacious 
streets and protected niches are attributes that 
render Fairmeadow attractive to families with 
young children.

Resident Kathryn Macqueen finds the 
circular streets of Fairmeadow, such as Carlson 
Circle with its little thoroughfare traffic, safe 
for her busy boys to run around in and play.

“People say the circular streets are 
confusing, but it’s great because it cuts traffic 
since people are afraid to drive through here,” 
Macqueen said, accurately perceiving the 
reasoning behind Joseph Eichler’s early 1950s 
design of concentric streets. 

“Fairmeadow is especially family-friendly,” 
Len Fillpu, lead organizer of the Fairmeadow 
Neighborhood Association, said. 

“The new children’s library, Little League 
ball park and YMCA are all conveniently 
located nearby,” he said.

The children’s play area in Mitchell Park 
is frequented by Fairmeadow residents 
Erland Patterson and his son. The park boasts 
bountiful green spaces, Patterson said, with 
picnic areas and music concerts during the 
summer. 

There is plenty to keep one occupied in 
Fairmeadow, which was what Macqueen 
imagined would be in short supply when she 
first moved to the area in June 2010.

Meeting her neighbors has also been easy. 
Maqueen’s family was heartily welcomed by 
the residents of Fairmeadow at their annual 
block party on Ramona Circle.

“The block party was a great way to 
exchange information among neighbors. Our 
family was looking for a baby-sitter and we 
found a potential one there,” she said. 

“An old timer once told me a few years 
ago that she has not seen so many children in 
Fairmeadow since the baby boom after World 
War II,” Fillpu said.

— Zohra Ashpari

FACTS
CHILDCARE AND PRESCHOOLS (NEARBY): 
Besse Bolton Kids’ Club, 500 E. Meadow Drive; 
Covenant Children’s Center, 670 E. Meadow Drive; 
Ellen Thacher Children’s Center, 505 E. Charleston 
Road; Hoover Kids’ Club; 445 E. Charleston Road; Palo 
Alto Infant Toddler Center, 4111 Alma St.
FIRE STATION: No. 4, 3600 Middlefield Road
LIBRARY: Mitchell Park branch, 3700 Middlefield 
Road (after summer 2012)
LOCATION: bordered by East Charleston Road, East 
Meadow Drive, Alma Street and Mitchell Park
NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION:  Len Filppu, lead 
organizer, 650-857-1031
PARK: Mitchell Park, 600 E. Meadow Drive
POST OFFICE: Cambridge, 265 Cambridge Ave.
PRIVATE SCHOOL: Challenger School, 3880 
Middlefield Road
PUBLIC SCHOOLS: Fairmeadow and Hoover 
elementary schools, J.L. Stanford Middle School, Gunn 
High School
SHOPPING (NEARBY): Charleston Center
MEDIAN 2011 HOME PRICE: $1,202,000 
($905,000-$1,350,000)
HOMES SOLD: 9
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John Hofer picked his Palo Alto 
neighborhood based on its access to 
the school system when he moved his 

family to Charleston Meadows in 1987. Over 
the years, Hofer, a former president of the 
community association, decided that it was 
the residents that made the neighborhood feel 
like home.

“I grew up in Menlo Park when it really had 
a small-town atmosphere. This neighborhood 
has that same feeling, along with a diverse 
population and age,” Hofer said.

The tree-lined streets, parks and ubiquitous 
single-story wood-frame homes of Charleston 
Meadows attract families with children.

“When my son was younger, he would 
often go off to the Robles Park with his 
friends, feeling very independent and 
unsupervised. Little did he know that we were, 
of course, peeking around watching after him. 
This is a pretty safe, intimate neighborhood,” 
he said.

The neighborhood association holds 
community-building events at least once 
annually, to bring residents together and 
to raise their awareness about the current 
challenges affecting Charleston Meadows, 
most recently meeting at Robles Park for the 
annual elections.

“Usually, our event coincides with our 
annual association meeting, but we’ve also 
had block parties, ice cream socials and 
informational gatherings to bring residents up 
to speed on city-wide or neighborhood issues,” 
Hofer said.

One issue currently setting the 
neighborhood abuzz concerns the width 

and height of the high-speed rail planned 
to run through Palo Alto, Sara Armstrong, 
former CMA president and co-founder of 
Californians Advocating Responsible Rail 
Design (CARRD), said.

With 55 neighborhood homes by the 
Caltrain corridor, Charleston Meadows 
residents have a stake in shaping the plans 
of the rail authority as they plan the route, 
elevation and tracking through Palo Alto.

“We’re trying to make sure that the 
high-speed-rail project comes through our 
neighborhood a way that fits the community’s 
context,” Armstrong said.

Part of what Charleston Meadows aims to 
protect is the small-town feel that residents say 
inspires neighborliness.

“A lot of the original homeowners seem 
to adopt newer families,” said Armstrong. 
“Merry Edwardson, a neighbor who has lived 
in the neighborhood for around 50 years, has 
been such a help. Every year, she gives our 
kids an Easter basket with a note that it’s from 
the Easter bunny. Last year, they ran over to 
her house dressed as a bunny and a chick, 
and were so excited to give her a picture that 
they’d drawn.”

With new families coming in and Robles 
Park revived by the sounds of children 
playing, Charleston Meadows has undergone 
a Renaissance, retired schoolteacher Merry 
Edwardson, who in 1955 moved with her 
family into an Eichler by the park, said.

“We have a lot more younger families 
moving in, which is refreshing for people of 
my vintage. We’ve more than welcomed them 
with open arms and hope that they make the 

neighborhood a home as much as we have,” 
she said.

For newer families, this welcome has 
inspired neighborly gestures in kind. A 
cooperative spirit has drawn people to share 
the fruits of their yards with the community 
around them.

“We’re not as affluent as some of Palo Alto, 
but we’re rich in community. You can’t put a 
price on that,” Armstrong said. 

— Sarah Trauben

CHARLESTON MEADOWS FACTS 
CHILDCARE AND PRESCHOOLS: Growing Tree 
Preschool, 450 W. Charleston Road
FIRE STATION: No. 4, 3600 Middlefield Road; No. 
5, 600 Arastradero Road
LIBRARY: Mitchell Park branch, 3700 Middlefield 
Road (after summer 2012)
LOCATION: bounded by West Meadow Drive, 
Alma Street, Adobe Creek and El Camino Real 
NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION: John Hofer, 
past president, cmaboard@googlegroups.com, 
www.charlestonmeadows.org
PARKS: Don Secundino Robles Park, 4116 Park 
Blvd.; Monroe Mini Park (nearby), Monroe Drive 
and Miller Avenue
POST OFFICE: Alma Shoe Repair (for sending 
only, no receiving) 3666b EL Camino Real; 
Cambridge, 265 Cambridge Ave.
PUBLIC SCHOOLS: Juana Briones Elementary 
School, Terman Middle School, Gunn High School
SHOPPING: San Antonio Shopping Center, 
Piazza’s Shopping Center
MEDIAN 2011 HOME PRICE: $1,020,000 
($876,000-$1,400,000)
HOMES SOLD: 13
MEDIAN 2011 CONDO PRICE: $897,500 
($390,000-$1,160,000)
CONDOS SOLD: 10

C
arol Blitzer
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Considering investing?  Over a decade of hands on real estate investment experience
using 1031 exchanges to buy and sell shopping centers and office buildings.

Want excellent marketing and market analysis?  Extensive marketing background 
that includes VP of Marketing, Press Secretary for a gubernatorial campaign, and Director 
of Marketing for a national accounting firm.

Need renovation consultation?  Thorough experience in the development/remodel 
process, whether for large or small projects as owner of a Palo Alto hotel.

Unsure where to invest or live?  Detailed knowledge of the area as a long time 
resident of the Mid-Peninsula, including San Carlos, Redwood City, Woodside, Portola 
Valley, Menlo Park, Los Altos, Mountain View, Los Gatos, and the epicenter of Silicon
Valley tech energy, Palo Alto.

Empathy, Creativity and Experience for your real estate needs!

DRE 01814885

LynnWilson
ROBERTS

To provide her clients with multi-dimensional support, Lynn 
weaves together threads of valuable experience acquired 

before becoming a real estate professional.

Lynn Wilson ROBERTS
ePro, GREEN, QSC, SRES, Distressed Property Certified
Certified Investor Agent Specialist, Relocation Specialist

650.255.6987 | lwr@wilsonroberts.com
www.LynnWilsonRoberts.com  DRE# 01814885
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VENTURA

In 1988 Magdalena Cabrera was going 
through some family changes and was 
searching for a place to call home for her 

and her two children. She chose a house in 
the Ventura neighborhood because “it was 
the least expensive house in Palo Alto on 
the market at the time,” she said.

Situated between Page Mill Road and 
West Meadow Drive, and El Camino Real 
and Alma Street, Ventura has the feeling 
of a secluded Palo Alto neighborhood, yet 
it is still near shopping and restaurants on 
California Avenue and El Camino Real. 
And, for the musically inclined, Gryphon 
Stringed Instruments sits on the corner of 
Park Boulevard and Lambert Avenue. 

While Cabrera chose the neighborhood 
for convenience and affordability, she 
said one of many aspects she has come 
to appreciate is the socio-economically 
and racially diverse backgrounds of her 
neighbors. 

 “It’s a modest neighborhood, yet we 
believe in our community,” Cabrera, who 
runs the Leaping Lizards Nature Awareness 
Preschool from her house, said. “Our 
Ventura neighborhood is ethnically and 
culturally diverse, which I really appreciate. 
My family has also enjoyed having the park 

across the street.” 
Colin Kent lived in New York for 10 

years before moving to Ventura in 2002. 
Although he was looking for a place 
downtown, he found the area a little too 
pricey. When he came across a townhouse 
on Pepper Avenue, Kent found what he said 
is the perfect, convenient location for him. 

“It’s still close enough to downtown 
and definitely within walking distance of 
California Avenue,” he said. “I also love 
that you can get to Highways 280 and 101 
quickly.” 

He also loves the modest, smaller homes 
in the neighborhood, he said. 

Ventura’s layout of primarily one-story 
cottages came to fruition mostly after 
World War II, with the GI Bill offering 
lower interest rates for returning veterans. 

Changes to the neighborhood have 
brought several apartment buildings and the 
occasional two-story home to the area. 

Lissy Bland and her husband bought a 
one-story, 800-square-foot home on Wilton 
Avenue in 1977. Her husband was a campus 
minister at Stanford and they chose the 
location because it was both affordable and 
in biking distance for Stanford students. 

In the 1980s the Blands decided to add a 

second story. 
“We were conscious of the one-story 

look of the neighborhood, but we wanted a 
more comfortable house,” Bland said. “The 
second story starts back from the property 
so it blends more with the other homes.” 

Not unlike many neighborhoods, 
Ventura has had its ups 
and downs. Cabrera said 
Boulware Park, at the 
end of Ash and Birch 
streets, was not always as 
conducive to families as 
it is today. With the help 
of her neighbors, children 
can now enjoy the large, 
open green space and 
playground. 

“We’ve worked together to 
improve the park playground 
structures, the tree plantings, 
and the city replaced the pic-

nic tables and grills in the past 
few years. The neighborhood 

is much better for having a 
safer and more modern park,” 
she said.                                   
                 — Susan Robles

FACTS
CHILDCARE AND PRESCHOOLS: Country Day Little 
School, 3990 Ventura Court; Heffalump Cooperative 
Nursery, 3990 Ventura Court; Leaping Lizards 
Nature Awareness Preschool, 650-858-0355, www.
leapinglizardspreschool.com; Sojourner Truth Child 
Development Center, 3990 Ventura Court 
FIRE STATION: No. 5, 600 Arastradero Road 
LIBRARY: Mitchell Park branch, 3700 Middlefield 
Road (after summer 2012)
LOCATION: bounded by Oregon Expressway, Alma 
Street, West Meadow Drive and El Camino Real
PARK: Boulware Park, 410 Fernando Ave.; Ventura 
Community Center, 3990 Ventura Court 
POST OFFICE: Cambridge, 265 Cambridge Ave. 
PUBLIC SCHOOLS: Barron Park Elementary School, 
Terman Middle School, Gunn High School 
SHOPPING:  California Avenue, Charleston Center, El 
Camino Real
MEDIAN 2011 HOME PRICE: $975,000 
($672,000-$1,590,000)
HOMES SOLD: 11 
MEDIAN 2011 CONDO PRICE: $815,000
CONDOS SOLD: 1

Veronica W
eber
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Emily  
Chiang

650.796.2285
www.EmilyChiang.com

Brendan 
Callahan

650.387.2535
www.brendansells.com

Michelle Chang
650.245.2890

michelle.chang@cbnorcal.com

Carolyn Lott
650.799.1391

carolyn.lott@cbnorcal.com

Julie  
Lau

650.208.2287
www.JulieLau.com

Rod  
Creason

650.255.2977
Rod@RodCreason.com

Dante  
Drummond
650.400.9390

www.RealEstateByDante.com

Zita  
Macy

650.346.2799
zmacy@cbnorcal.com

Denis  
Morrissey
650.245.2448

denis.morrissey@cbnorcal.com

Maha Najjar
650.752.0741

maha@mahanajjar.com

Nancy  
Goldcamp
650.400.5800

www.nancygoldcamp.com

 Deborah 
Greenberg/Ashton

650.207.5262
www.deborahgreenberg.com

Fereshteh  
Khodadad
650.815.8850

www.fereshtehkhodadad.com

Paul  
Engel

650.752.0714
pengel@cbnorcal.com

Zach  
Trailer

650.906.8008
www.zachtrailer.com

Ann  
Griffiths

650.322.6666
www.AnnMGriffiths.com

Dorothy  
Gurwith

650.823.4193
dgurwith@cbnorcal.com

Wendi  
Selig-Aimonetti

650.465.5602
www.wendiselig.com

Greg  
Stange

650.208.5196
www.gregstange.com

Amy Sung
650.468.4834

amy.sung@cbnorcal.com

Lizbeth Carson
650.387.2085

liz@joiedevivrehomes.com

Kevin  
Klemm

650.566.5738
Kevin.klemm@cbnorcal.com

Pooneh Fouladi
650.752.0768

pooneh.fouladi@cbnorcal.com

Dan  
Ziony

650.201.1010
dan.ziony@cbnorcal.com

Barbara  
Zuckerwise
650.218.9718

www.BarbZuckerwise.com
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CHARLESTON GARDENS CHILDCARE AND PRESCHOOLS (NEARBY): 
Children’s Pre-School Center, 4000 Middlefield 
Road, T1; Good Neighbor Montessori, 4000 
Middlefield Road, K4; Young Fives and PreSchool 
Family, 4120 Middlefield Road; T’enna Preschool 
(OFJCC), 3921 Fabian Way  
FIRE STATION: No. 4, 3600 Middlefield Road
LIBRARY: Mitchell Park branch, 3700 Middlefield 
Road (after summer 2012)
LOCATION: bounded by Middlefield Road, East 
Charleston Road, Montrose Avenue, Sutherland 
Drive
NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION:  George 
Browning, gbrowning33@sbcglobal.net
PARK: Mitchell Park, 600 East Meadow Drive
POST OFFICE: Cambridge, 265 Cambridge Ave.; 
Main, 2085 E. Bayshore Road
PRIVATE SCHOOLS: Challenger School, 3880 
Middlefield Road; Gideon Hausner Jewish Day 
School, 450 San Antonio Road; Kehillah Jewish 
High School, 3900 Fabian Way; Palo Alto Prep 
School, 4000 Middlefield Road, H2
PUBLIC SCHOOLS: Fairmeadow or Hoover 
elementary schools, J.L. Stanford Middle School, 
Gunn High School
SHOPPING: Charleston Center
MEDIAN 2011 HOME PRICE: $1,050,000 
($1,030,000-$1,090,000)
HOMES SOLD: 3

When Jone Manoogian and her fiancé 
walked through an Eichler in a 
cul-de-sac in Charleston Gardens, 

they knew their search had come to an 
end. “This’ll be a great starter house,” she 
thought. That was 1956. More than a half-
century later, the Manoogians have yet to 
find reason to leave.

“We still love it,” she said. “We’ll stay 
here until they kick us out.” Initially drawn 
in by the mid-century modern architecture, 
which still seems up-to-date, she cited 
the close-knit feel and the proximity to 
schools, shopping and Highway 101 as 
factors that have made Charleston Gardens 
an ideal home. Her sentiments about the 
neighborhood are not unusual.

“It’s sort of like a little secret, which 
is nice,” Eileen Brooks said. The small 
neighborhood, which is bounded by three 
busy streets — East Charleston, Middlefield 
and San Antonio roads — enjoys a 
surprising degree of seclusion, and almost 
no traffic. Residents value the quiet, small-
town feel, while remaining within walking 
distance of major shopping and community 
centers.

Charleston Gardens was first named and 
developed in 1951, but during building, the 
initial developer, Williams & Burroughs, 
went bankrupt and sold its available sites 
to Joseph Eichler. As a result, homes of 
multiple styles may be seen interspersed 
with one another. The neighborhood was 
absorbed into a nearby Eichler development 
called Charleston Terrace for a time before 
eventually reverting back to its original 
identity of Charleston Gardens.

Today, the neighborhood owes its 
cohesion to two factors: natural boundaries 
in the form of busy streets, and the efforts of 
partners George Browning and Jean Wilcox. 
After moving to the neighborhood in 1985, 
Wilcox began working to organize residents 
into a single recognized body, an idea that 
took off when the first annual Charleston 
Gardens block party was held about a decade 
later. Now, under the auspices of Browning, 
the community’s efforts center on emergency 
preparedness. The two developed an email 
tree, through which they relay news and 
information of neighborhood interest.  

— Jeff Carr

T he Greenhouse and The Greenhouse II, 
two adjoining condominium complexes off 
shady, tree-lined San Antonio Road, offer 

residents the greenery and amenities of Palo 
Alto at a cost affordable for young families and 
active seniors.

The original complex of brown and green 
three-story condominiums at 777 San Antonio 
Road was developed by the Alpha Land 
Company in 1975, with another, popularly 
known as The Greenhouse II, built on adjoining 
land at 765 San Antonio Road in 1978. The 
developer named the complexes not for 
the greenery that it now boasts but for the 
greenhouses that dotted the property when it 
was owned by Bell Nurseries. 

Nonetheless, a great deal of space on the 
15-acre site was set aside for landscaping, 
and today, manicured lawns and mature olive 
and juniper deciduous trees line the complex 
walkways. 

“We’re not like the new complexes going 
up. We have a lot of open space,” said Nancy 
Martin, who moved with her 2-year old son to 
the complex in 1976. Originally attracted to the 
possibility of easy access to babysitters, Martin 

watched as the housing market boomed and 
decided to make the complex a more permanent 
home. 

“It’s a nice, quiet place to live: We’re the 
suburbs of Palo Alto,” Marvin Sommer, a renter 
at Greenhouse II since 1995, said. “It’s basically 
a car community.”

Many residents have placed flowerpots 
and planters in their windows, supplementing 
already ample greenery. The complex 
grounds provide condominium residents with 
a green, expansive sense of space without 
the maintenance obligations that come with 
traditional homeownership. 

“We’re a very well-run condominium 
community with well-taken-care-of, beautiful 
grounds,” Martin said.

The complexes are connected by a path and 
offer a par course and pool for fitness-minded 
residents, as well as a clubhouse available for 
rent. 

“It’s an extension of the living room,” Pat 
Wegner, a resident since 1979 and the clubhouse 
manager, said.

The community is home to a variety of 
demographics, with around 40 percent retirees 

and 60 percent young families. Although 
the number of renters has increased over the 
years, the complex still houses more than 70 
percent resident-owners, Janet Kahle, a resident 
since 1975 and a mainstay on the board of 
Greenhouse I,  said.

“We have a tidy, congenial neighborhood,” 
Wegner said.                                        

— Sarah Trauben

THE GREENHOUSE FACTS
CHILDCARE AND PRESCHOOLS (NEARBY): 
Peninsula Day Care Center, 525 San Antonio Road
FIRE STATION: No. 4, 3600 Middlefield Road
LIBRARY: Mitchell Park branch, 3700 Middlefield 
Road (after summer 2012)
NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION: Palo Alto 
Greenhouse Homeowners Association, Ralph Cahn, 
treasurer, 650-858-1012; The Compass Management 
Group Inc., 650-563-9900
PARK (NEARBY): Mitchell Park, 600 East Meadow 
Drive
POST OFFICE: Cambridge, 265 Cambridge Ave.
PUBLIC SCHOOLS: Fairmeadow Elementary, J.L. 
Stanford Middle School, Gunn High School
SHOPPING: San Antonio Shopping Center, 
Charleston Plaza, Costco Warehouse
MEDIAN 2011 CONDO PRICE: $455,000 
($420,000-$620,000) 
CONDOS SOLD: 11
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Inspired by the work of renowned architect 
Frank Lloyd Wright, Joseph Eichler 
set out to develop community-based 

housing at a low construction cost in the 
early 1950s. Today, the houses nestled in his 
Greenmeadow subdivision are immediately 
recognizable by their stylized single-story 
designs that include cinderblock material, 
flat roofs and multiple glass windows 
and doors — creating an indoor/outdoor 
sensibility.

Situated between Cubberley Community 
Center and Alma Street, just south of 
Matadero Creek, Greenmeadow provides a 
safe surrounding for its residents.

“The kids are able to run around without 
us parents having to worry,” said Deborah 
Simon-Lurie, a second-generation resident 
of Greenmeadow.

Tim Foy grew up in the neighborhood 
in the mid-1960s, attending the nearby 
Greenmeadow nursery school, and graduated 
from Gunn High School. When it came 
time to raise a family, he moved back to 
the community onto Ben Lemond Drive six 
years ago.

Today, second-generation Greenmeadow 
residents abound — Simon-Lurie, Foy and 
Sean Giffen, Greenmeadow Community 
Association president, among them.

“A ton of us have come back to raise 
families — not necessarily in the same 
house, though,” Foy said. “We all know each 

other within the community, especially the 
second-generations such as myself, and I 
cannot picture a better place to raise kids.”

“My favorite part about living in 
Greenmeadow is being on the swim team,” 
10-year-old Madeline Lurie, daughter of 
Deborah Simon-Lurie, said. “My mom was 
on the swim team and when I go to the pool 
I like to see the award she won.”

Abundant activities are offered to children 
in the cul-de-sac-filled neighborhood, often 
centered around its private park, pool and 
recreation building. Highlights include the 
annual Labor and Memorial Day potlucks 
and the 4th of July parade, noted Fatima 
Giffen, wife of Sean Giffen.

Children also enjoy frequent movie nights 
and the annual Halloween party hosted at the 
recreation center.

Adults participate in residential home and 
garden tours, as a way of sharing interior 
and exterior design ideas, and a progressive 
dinner during the winter. 

“We’re beginning to start weekly Sunday 
night barbecues here at the park and 
bring back the community garage sale — 
something Greenmeadow hasn’t done since 
the early 1990s,” Giffen said.

Residents say the home designs lend 
themselves to a comfortable community: 
The kids know exactly where the bathrooms 
are located in each house since they share 
similar floor plans, Simon-Lurie said.

“Even though the chimneys are made 
up of cinderblock and the tiles are directly 
stuck to plywood (which is not the way 
to do it), Eichler was able to successfully 

develop these houses in a 
stylish way with a successful 
community-oriented set-up,” 
Alison Vanegeran,  a resident 
of Greenmeadow since 1998, 
said.

Simon-Lurie said the 
architectural concepts have 
held up over time, and today 
would seem to be “a great fit 
for IKEA furniture.”

“I absolutely just love 
the common interest in 
community bonding among 
neighbors. As soon as I drive 
into Greenmeadow, I feel at 
home,” Foy said. 

— Janelle Eastman

FACTS
CHILDCARE AND PRESCHOOLS (NEARBY): 
Montessori School of Los Altos, 303 Parkside 
Drive; Palo Alto Infant Toddler Center, 4111 
Alma St.; Redwood Enrichment Center, 445 E. 
Charleston Road
FIRE STATION: No. 4, 3600 Middlefield Road
LIBRARY: Mitchell Park branch, 3700 Middlefield 
Road (after summer 2012)
LOCATION: between Creekside Drive and Ferne 
Avenue, Nelson Drive and Ben Lomond Drive
NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION: 650-494-
3157, www.greenmeadow.org; Sean Giffen, 
president, Greenmeadow Community Association, 
seangriffen@hotmail.com
PARKS: Greenmeadow Park (private); Mitchell 
Park (nearby), 600 East Meadow Drive
POST OFFICE: Cambridge, 265 Cambridge Ave.
PRIVATE SCHOOLS (NEARBY): Palo Alto Prep 
School, 4000 Middlefield Road; Gideon Hausner 
Jewish Day School, 450 San Antonio Road
PUBLIC SCHOOLS: Fairmeadow Elementary 
School, J.L. Stanford Middle School, Gunn High 
School
SHOPPING: San Antonio Shopping Center
MEDIAN 2011 HOME PRICE: $1,320,000 
($1,200,000-$1,550,000)
HOMES SOLD: 6 
MEDIAN 2011 CONDO PRICE: $610,000 
($392,500-$648,000) 
CONDOS SOLD: 3

K
elsey K

ienitz

GREENMEADOW



N
EIG

H
BO

RH
O

O
D

S 

47

Playing soccer has taught 
me that no one wins  

a game alone.

—Jorge Silva 
Supervisor, Water-Gas-Sewer 

Operations

www.cityofpaloalto.org/utilities   (650) 329-2161

“Teamwork” best describes how the City of 
Palo Alto Utilities addresses emergencies 

such as gas and water leaks. We are usually 
on the scene for any issues within two 

hours and for all emergencies, such as gas 
leaks, within 20 minutes.

My field team goes the extra mile 
and works round the clock during 

emergencies to take care of Palo Alto 
residents and businesses at all hours 

and in all types of weather.  
My team is here for you when you  

need us most. And I think that’s  
a win for everyone.

For gas, water or sewer  
emergencies call  

(650) 329-2579.
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Ranch-style and Eichler homes with 
vast lawn space and quiet avenues 
are defining features of the Greendell 

neighborhood, which lies roughly between San 
Antonio Road and Dake and Ferne avenues. 
Most distinctive is the tract of Eichler homes 
lining Ferne Avenue, which are mainly one-
story and completed circa 1955.  

Greendell is a neighborhood in evolution, 
constantly expanding its boundaries, according 
to Srini Sankaran, president of the newly 
formed Greendell Neighborhood Association.

In October 2010, when the association 
was formally organized, Mackay Drive and 
Calcaterra Place were not included within its 
limits. 

“Recently, we have had nearly 40 residents 
on Calcaterra, Mackay and sections of Ferne 
and San Antonio south of Dake, express 
interest in being a part of the association,” 
Sankaran said.

The 70 current members vote on issues 
relating to the community, gain access to 
emergency information from the city and post 
on the community website. 

“The website enables an intricate 
information exchange among residents. You 
can post about block parties, tickets to games 
and even concerns you are having,” Sankaran 
said.

Households not yet part of the association 
can do everything but vote, he added.

An issue pulsating within the neighborhood 
involves plans for a 3-acre parcel of land along 
San Antonio Avenue, which was home to the 
Peninsula Day Care Center for 35 years. The 
Palo Alto Unified School District recently 
acquired the property.

“Actually, it was the day care issue and 

others which served as catalysts in forming 
the association. We were at a block party and 
realized that we need one point of contact, 
someone to represent the community when 
interacting with the city.”

Block parties occur annually in Greendell 
and everyone in the neighborhood is invited. 

“We attended the block party before 
we officially bought our house. That’s the 
welcoming sort of neighborhood this is,” 
Sankaran said.

What first attracted him and his family to 
the neighborhood were the playgrounds and 
community center, he said. 

Gary Schwede, who has lived on Calcaterra 
Place since 1981, said he moved to the 
neighborhood for its tranquility and low-
density housing.

“I prefer the ranch-styled homes to the 
Eichlers because they are a more familiar 
construction to me. I like to have space, to 
build things and to garden in my backyard.”

The historic Eichler neighborhood, 
Greenmeadow, sits between Greendell to 
the south and Walnut Grove. Residents of 
the surrounding neighborhoods frequent the 
facilities run by the Greenmeadow Community 
Association.

“We offer swimming facilities, a community 
room and yoga classes. We also have a private 
park with basketball courts and barbecue pits,” 
Kimball Allen, administrative manager of the 
association, said.

Members from Greendell and Walnut Grove 
pay a fee for access to the association, although 
they are not allowed voting privileges.

Neighbors in Walnut Grove, which is 
located between East Charleston Road and 
Adobe Creek, maintain connections through 

an annual street party. The yearly “earthquake 
party” takes place along the cul-de-sac of 
Lundy Lane where all the neighbors are invited 
to a lively barbecue.

Longtime resident James Silver explained 
that the event is meant to be commemorative.

“It was after the earthquake of 1989 when 
everybody came out of their houses and started 
talking. We have continued it since.”

“Walnut Grove is just a nice place. I like the 
parks being nearby and I use the library often,” 
he added.

The area takes its name from a walnut 
orchard, which used to extend roughly from 
Ely Place to Alma Street.Walnut trees can still 
be seen interspersed among homes.

Silver’s neighbor Igor Khurgin, who moved 
to the area in 2007, also appreciates the green, 
but more importantly the convenience of 
having amenities nearby.

“This is a very livable neighborhood. I can 
walk to the park, store and gym and even take 
my kids on a bicycle ride to the ice-cream 
parlor,” he said.

— Zohra Ashpari

GREENDELL/WALNUT GROVE FACTS
CHILDCARE AND PRESCHOOLS:  Crescent Park 
Child Development Center (Peekaboo), 4161 Alma St.; 
Discovery Children’s House - Montessori, 303 Parkside 
Drive; Palo Alto Infant Toddler Center, 4111 Alma St.; 
Peninsula Day Care Center, 525 San Antonio Road; 
Redwood Enrichment Center, 445 E. Charleston Road 
FIRE STATION: No. 4, 3600 Middlefield Road 
LIBRARY: Mitchell Park branch, 3700 Middlefield 
Road (after summer 2012)
LOCATION: Greendell: between Ferne Avenue, San 
Antonio Avenue and Mackay Drive; Walnut Grove: 
between Charleston Road and Adobe Creek, Alma 
Street and Nelson Drive
NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION:  Greendell 
Neighborhood Association: Srini Sankaran, president 
admin@greendell.org; 650-485-1335; Walnut Grove 
Homeowners Association: Tom Crystal, president, 
650-493-3276
PARKS: Greenmeadow Park (private); Mitchell Park 
(nearby), 600 East Meadow Drive 
POST OFFICE: Cambridge, 265 Cambridge Ave.
PRIVATE SCHOOLS (NEARBY): Palo Alto Prep 
School, 4000 Middlefield Road; Gideon Hausner 
Jewish Day School, 450 and 470 San Antonio Road 
PUBLIC SCHOOLS: Fairmeadow Elementary School, 
J.L. Stanford Middle School, Gunn High School 
SHOPPING: Charleston Center, San Antonio 
Shopping Center
MEDIAN 2011 HOME PRICE: Greendell: 
$1,333,750 ($1,230,000-$1,650,000); Walnut Grove: 
$1,340,000 ($1,100,000-$1,500,000)
HOMES SOLD: Greendell: 6; Walnut Grove: 4
MEDIAN 2011 CONDO PRICE: near Greendell: 
$770,600 ($725,000-$816,200)
CONDOS SOLD: 2

Veronica W
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MENLO PARK | WOODSIDE

Sean 
Foley

650-207-6005
Sfoley@cbnorcal.com

Erika Demma
650-740-2970

edemma@cbnorcal.com

Janet Dore
650-766-7935

Jdore@cbnorcal.com

Sue Crawford
650-566-5341

Scrawford@cbnorcal.com

Louise DeDera
650-642-1422

LoudLoud@sbcglobal.net

Margot Lockwood
650-400-2528

homes@Margotlockwood.com

Maya and Jason Sewald
650-346-1228

Mayasold@pacbell.net

Gwen Luce                                                                            
650-566-5343

gluce@cbnorcal.com   

Jenny Lamb
650-281-7017

jlamb@cbnorcal.com

Brigid Van Randall 
650-566-5348

Brigid.VanRandall@cbnorcal.com

Sam Zerarka
650-796-2911

Sam.Zerarka@cbnorcal.com

Valerie Soltau
650-464-3896

ValerieSoltau@gmail.com

Lyn Jason Cobb
650-566-5331

LynJason.Cobb.@cbnorcal.com

Jackie Copple
650-465-9160

jcopple@cbnorcal.com

Bonnie Biorn
650-888-0846

Bonnie.Biorn@cbnorcal.com

Lovinda Beal
650-529-8585

Lovinda@cbnorcal.com

Carla Priola Anisman
650-888-9521

Canisman1@aol.com

Diane Kneis
650-799-6714

Diane.Kneis@cbnorcal.com

Jean and Chris Isaacson
650-387-8427

jisaacson@cbnorcal.com

Ian Hamilton
650.722.9661

ian.hamilton@cbnorcal.com

Chris McDonnell and 
Kelly Griggs
650-207-2500

Kelly.Griggs@cbnorcal.com

©2011 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. 
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage Office Is Owned And Operated by NRT LLC. 
DRE License #00313415
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When Bill and Hollie Halpin decided 
to leave their home in San Jose 
for Palo Alto, they searched 

meticulously for a community where they 
could settle down permanently and raise 
their three young children. After scouting 
local neighborhoods, interviewing residents, 
and interviewing the police for crime 
statistics, they settled on Monroe Park.

“We wanted a place where the kids could 
play and meet neighbors, and Monroe circle 
is perfect for that,” Hollie Halpin said. 
“The goal was to get into a neighborhood, a 
school district, a community, and bring the 
kids all the way through.”

Having moved into their two-story, four-
bedroom home in 2010, the Halpins already 
feel part of the community.

The park itself, a small, gently sloping 
plot marked by a swing-set and a pair of 
benches, serves as a centerpiece for the 
neighborhood and is the popular destination 
of many a late-afternoon and evening stroll. 
The Halpins, who live nearby, have taken to 
going there often, encountering and chatting 
with neighbors.

Framed by Adobe Creek to the west, 
El Camino Real to the south, Del Medio 
Avenue to the east and railroad tracks to 
the north, Monroe Park is divided along a 
zigzagging northeast-southwest axis that 
distinguishes Palo Alto residents from their 
Mountain View neighbors. A resident since 
1974, Linnea Wickstrom calls Monroe Park 
“a border state.”

Wickstrom estimates that approximately 
250 houses occupy Monroe Park, with 110 
on the Palo Alto side. Small lots typically 
go for $800,000 to $900,000, while bigger 
houses often sell for $1.6 million to $1.8 
million, said Wickstrom, who is president of 
the local homeowners’ association.

Asked to describe the character of their 
neighborhood, the word residents most often 
invoke is “eclectic.”

A stroll around the Monroe Drive loop 
reveals quaint bungalows nestled beside 
towering two-story Mission-style homes, in 
a subdued, earthy palette of greens, browns, 
beiges and teals. Small details, like wood-
paneled garage doors, bright window frames 
and rustic roof shingles, lend each home a 
distinct and quietly surprising air.

Nancy and Randy Popp moved to the 
neighborhood from Mountain View in 1994, 
expecting to only stay for five years — but 
the neighborhood charmed them, the couple 
said. They decided to stay and raise their 
three young children in Monroe Park.

“There’s a mix of new and old, it’s 
not cookie cutter,” Nancy said of the 
neighborhood’s juxtaposition of housing 
models.

“The neighborhood’s great, people are 
friendly,” said Randy, adding, “The park is 
a really good neighbor. ... It’s a catalyst for 
social interaction.”

He recalled an event that, in his mind, 
typifies the character of the neighborhood — 
the day his children teamed up with friends 

to sell lemonade by the road, stopping 
bikers, drivers and pedestrians alike, who 
indulged their entrepreneurial urges.

“It’s a kind of old Americana. It’s been 
very nice for me,” he said.

— Aimee Miles

FACTS
CHILDCARE AND PRESCHOOLS (NEARBY): 
Children’s Corner, 97 Hillview Ave., Los Altos; 
Gideon Hausner Jewish Day School, 450 San 
Antonio Road, Palo Alto; Growing Tree Montessori 
Preschool, 450 W. Charleston Road, Palo Alto  
FIRE STATION: No. 5, 600 Arastradero Road
LIBRARY: Mitchell Park branch, 3700 Middlefield 
Road (after summer 2012)
LOCATION:  bounded by Adobe Creek, El 
Camino Real and Mountain View borders (near 
Silva Avenue)
NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION: Monroe Park 
Neighborhood Association, Linnea Wickstrom, 
president, flrpowr@sbcglobal.net
PARKS: Monroe Mini Park, Monroe Drive and 
Miller Avenue
POST OFFICE: Cambridge, 265 Cambridge Ave.
PUBLIC SCHOOLS: Los Altos School District — 
Santa Rita School, Egan Junior High School; Mtn. 
View-Los Altos Union High School District — Los 
Altos High School 
SHOPPING: San Antonio Shopping Center
MEDIAN 2011 HOME PRICE: $1,081,250 
($1,000,000-$1,435,000)
HOMES SOLD: 4 
MEDIAN 2011 CONDO PRICE: $478,500 
($437,000-$520,000)
CONDOS SOLD: 2

MONROE PARK
Veronica W

eber



PALO ALTO
505 HAMILTON AVENUE, SUITE 100

650.454.8500

MENLO PARK
707 MENLO AVENUE, SUITE 100

650.454.8520

VISION  ◆ INNOVATION  ◆  EXPERTISE
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A mother and her daughters sell Girl 
Scout cookies to their neighbors, 
walking door-to-door through several 

cul-de-sac streets that make up Palo Alto 
Orchards. This is the second generation the 
neighborhood has seen grow up and most of 
the cookie-cutter tract houses that were built 
after World War II have been remodeled to 
contemporary aesthetics. 

Darcy Huston, the mother who 
accompanies her Girl Scouts, moved to Palo 
Alto Orchards in 2004 with her husband 
to raise three girls. The Hustons came 
for the stellar public schools and for the 
neighborhood’s sense of community; they 
wanted to be able to sell cookies to neighbors 
they actually know. 

The Huston girls can play in the streets 
during the summer, and ride bikes around 
the neighborhood with their parents, but their 
mom Darcy worries about them walking to 
school alone because Palo Alto Orchards is 
wedged between bustling Arastradero Road 
and El Camino Real.

Henry Lum, a resident of Palo Alto 
Orchards, worked diligently with the city’s 
Charleston/Arastradero advisory group to 

convince the city to put in a crosswalk on 
Arastradero Road to provide a safe way to 
connect Palo Alto Orchards to nearby Juana 
Briones Park. The city has already reduced 
the lanes on Arastradero Road from four to 
three and added turn lanes, and plans are 
underway to add a crosswalk at Arastradero 
and Clemo Avenue, according to John Spiller, 
neighborhood association president.

Misao Sakamoto and her late husband also 
raised three children in Palo Alto Orchards, 
but they did so during a simpler time when 
parents could rest easily when their children 
walked to school. 

“When my children were little, the mothers 
sat out in the yard watching the children 
playing in the street while the fathers went to 
work. The children were outside playing with 
each other and walking to school together,” 
Sakamoto said.  

Half a century later, young professionals 
starting families jump at opportunities to live 
in Palo Alto Orchards. “As soon as a house 
goes on the market, somebody with kids 
moves in inevitably because they want to be 
in the school district,” Huston said of Palo 
Alto Orchard’s evolving demographic. “Older 

folks are moving out and new families are 
moving in.”

— Lillian Bixler

If there is one thing that you hear over 
and over from the residents of Green 
Acres, it is how safe they feel in this cozy 

neighborhood.
Green Acres actually consists of two main 

areas: Green Acres I on the south side of 
Arastradero Road, which was built first in 
the 1950s, shortly followed by Green Acres 
II, on the north side of Arastradero Road.

Joan Sakaldasis, 71, who has been living 
in Green Acres I for more than four decades, 
said she feels comfortable knowing she 
could knock at anyone’s door if she needed 
help.

“It’s very safe here, I usually go for a walk 
every morning. It is also a really good place 
to walk your dog.”

Standing outside her house on Los Palos 
Avenue, Sakaldasis finds it easy to socialize 
with her neighbors. The cars that pass by 
are often filled with her friends smiling 
and waving to her. That neighborhood 
atmosphere is one of the many attractions for 
new residents looking to move into the area. 

The “green” in Green Acres could be 
attributed to the many trees, both along 

the streets and in residents’ yards. Much 
of Green Acres used to be orchards. In 
recent years the neighborhood has increased 
its ethnic diversity, as many families of 
Chinese, Indian and other descent have been 
drawn to the sought-after school district. 

“I was just looking for a school district 
for my kids but after living here, I love the 
community and small neighborhood feel,” 
said Corey Levens, 55, a father of three who 
moved in 2003.

That feeling is shared by Alice Sklar, 70, 
who has lived there since 1969.

“It’s a self-contained neighborhood, a 
small community. I remember the new 
sidewalk and single-story houses that 
brought me to live here.”

The Green Acres Improvement 
Association gets neighbors together at 
parties and events including a Christmas 
party in December, an ice-cream social for 
summer and a pot-luck each fall. 

“That’s how we get to know the new 
residents. We love our neighborhood and 
always welcome new folks,” Sakaldasis said. 

— Piyawan Rungsuk

PALO ALTO ORCHARDS FACTS 
CHILDCARE AND PRESCHOOLS: Palo Alto 
Montessori School, 575 Arastradero Road; Young 
Life Christian Pre-School, 687 Arastradero Road 
FIRE STATION: No. 5, 600 Arastradero Road 
LIBRARY: Mitchell Park branch, 3700 Middlefield 
Road (after summer 2012)
LOCATION: includes McKellar Lane, Suzanne 
Court, Suzanne Drive, Kelly Way, Lorabelle Court 
and Arastradero Road
NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION: John Spiller, 
rice49er@pacbell.net 
PARKS: Juana Briones Park, 609 Maybell Ave.; 
Terman Park, 655 Arastradero Road 
POST OFFICE: Cambridge, 265 Cambridge Ave.
PRIVATE SCHOOL: Bowman International School, 
4000 Terman Road 
PUBLIC SCHOOLS: Juana Briones Elementary 
School, Terman Middle School, Gunn High School 
SHOPPING: El Camino Real, San Antonio 
Shopping Center
MEDIAN 2011 HOME PRICE: $1,745,000 
($803,000-$2,300,000) HOMES SOLD: 4
MEDIAN 2011 CONDO PRICE (NEARBY): 
$412,000 ($375,000-$530,000)
CONDOS SOLD: 7

GREEN ACRES FACTS
CHILDCARE AND PRESCHOOLS: Palo Alto 
Montessori School, 575 Arastradero Road; 
Whistlestop Child Development Center, 3801 
Miranda Ave. No. T6B; Young Life Christian Pre-
School, 687 Arastradero Road
FIRE STATION: No. 5, 600 Arastradero Road
LIBRARY: Mitchell Park branch, 3700 Middlefield 
Road (after summer 2012)
LOCATION: Green Acres I: Arastradero Road to 
Glenbrook Drive, Los Palos to Pomona avenues; 
Green Acres II: Maybell Avenue to Arastradero 
Road, Coulombe Drive to Georgia Avenue
NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION: (Green Acres 
I) Alice Sklar, a2sklar@aol.com; (Green Acres II) 
Betsy Allyn, 650-493-8859 
PARKS: Juana Briones Park, 609 Maybell Ave.; 
Terman Park, 655 Arastradero Road
POST OFFICE: Cambridge, 265 Cambridge Ave.
PRIVATE SCHOOL: Bowman International School, 
4000 Terman Drive
PUBLIC SCHOOLS: Juana Briones Elementary 
School, Terman Middle School, Gunn High School 
SHOPPING: El Camino Real, San Antonio 
Shopping Center, Downtown Los Altos
MEDIAN 2011 HOME PRICE: $1,552,500 
($775,000-$3,350,000)
HOMES SOLD: 16



N
EIG

H
BO

RH
O

O
D

S 

53

www.cityofpaloalto.org/utilities   (650) 329-2161

I’m not just a voice on  
the phone, I’m here to  
take good care of you.

—Michael Dehlinger 
Utilities Customer Service  
Representative

When you call the Customer Service Center with a question or 
concern, I’m one of the friendly voices on the other end of the 

line. Since your utilities are community-owned, you get more 
personalized service and a chance for us to maintain 

a better relationship with you. We really want to 
understand your specific needs and make you feel 

like a valued member of our Utilities family.

Don’t hesitate to call with questions about your 
utility bills or about supporting cleaner energy 

through PaloAltoGreen. I can also help you make 
the switch to convenient online billing.

I’m here to help at (650) 329-2161. 

For online assistance, visit:  

CityOfPaloAlto.org/Utilities
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“I hope you realize you live in 
paradise,” Jackie Berman’s oldest 
son once said when visiting his 

parents in the Greater Miranda area. Dan 
Berman, who has lived abroad for many 
years, was commenting on the value of 
this small, close-knit community along the 
Foothill Expressway. 

“It’s tucked away, so it has a sort of a rural 
atmosphere yet it is part of all the amenities 
of Palo Alto,” Jackie, who has lived in the 
Greater Miranda area since 1970, said.

Located between Alta Mesa Memorial 
Park, Adobe Creek (which separates 
Palo Alto from Los Altos) and Foothill 
Expressway, the area was formerly an 
orchard. Miranda Avenue, which used 
to run through the nearby cemetery, now 
connects the three cul-de-sacs — Arroyo 
Court, Miranda Green and Moana Court. 
Today’s traffic is mostly in and out of the 
neighborhood.

The Greater Miranda land was originally 
purchased by the Mexican-American 
pioneer Dona Juana Briones de Miranda for 
$300 in 1850. It wasn’t until 1959 that the 
area was annexed to the city of Palo Alto. 
Development in the area didn’t really begin 
until the 1950s and gradually has grown to 
the neighborhood it is today. 

Because the neighborhood wasn’t built as 
one large development, the houses and yards 
are individual. When Victor Nelson was a 
Palo Alto fireman, he was required to live 
within city limits. He chose to live and stay, 

even after retirement, in Greater Miranda 
and finds the area ideal for pursuing his 
hobbies, which include restoring classic cars. 

Many of the residents attribute the 
peace-and-quiet ambiance of the 55 homes 
to their proximity to Alta Mesa Memorial 
Park. Occasionally wildlife finds a way into 
neighbors’ backyards, including deer, a 
bobcat and a fox — a very appealing aspect 
especially with the Adobe Creek being 
close-by, Don Nielson, president of the 
Miranda Neighborhood Association, said. 

Access to the nearby amenities — 
including shopping and employment 
opportunities — is another positive factor 
about the neighborhood. 

The neighbors all know each other 
well, as many have lived there for years or 
decades. The neighborhood association has 
organized several projects, from getting 
Miranda Avenue repaved to organizing 
emergency preparedness. The neighborhood 
truly came together after a fatal hit-and-run 
incident in 2003 when a 6-year-old girl was 
killed. The caring neighbors placed a little 
memorial on Miranda Avenue, which stayed 
there for a couple of years. 

Greater Miranda is a “little more like 
family than some larger neighborhoods,” 
Nielson said.

This “pocket behind the cemetery,” how 
many of the residents refer to the area, is 
also very welcoming to new residents. 

Steve Tadelis moved into the 
neighborhood, with his wife Irit and two 

sons, in June 2006.  Before moving into 
Greater Miranda they spent a number 
of years working and living on Stanford 
campus. He currently teaches at UC 
Berkeley and his wife still works at Stanford. 

Even before they completely unpacked, 
they were invited to the Fourth of July Jelly 
Bean Olympics on Miranda Green, which is 
celebrated annually with outdoor games and 
a potluck. 

“It’s a good way to meet more families, 
and it has this nice neighborly feel to it,” he 
said of the event.

He and his wife have 
also met families in the 
neighborhood through their 
children’s attendance at the 
Gideon Hausner Jewish Day 
School on San Antonio Road. 

When they made the 
decision to move in 2006 they 
stayed in Palo Alto for the 
education system and work, 
and chose Greater Miranda to 
raise a family in a calm setting. 

“Given the quality of the 
schools, given the friends 
we’ve made, I don’t see us 
moving to another place in 
Palo Alto,” he said.

— Johanna Toivio and Kris Young

GREATER MIRANDA FACTS 
CHILDCARE AND PRESCHOOLS (NEARBY): 
Whistle Stop Child Development Center, 3801 
Miranda Ave., No. T6B
FIRE STATION: No. 5, 600 Arastradero Road
LIBRARY: Mitchell Park branch, 3700 Middlefield 
Road (after summer 2012)
LOCATION: Miranda Avenue, Arroyo Court, 
Miranda Green and Moana Court
NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION: Don Nielson, 
650-941-2429
PARKS (NEARBY): Terman Park, 655 Arastradero 
Road
POST OFFICE: Cambridge, 265 Cambridge Ave.; 
3801 Miranda Ave. (inside VA hospital)
PRIVATE SCHOOL: Bowman International School, 
4000 Terman Drive
PUBLIC SCHOOLS: Juana Briones Elementary 
School, Terman Middle School, Gunn High School
SHOPPING: El Camino Real, San Antonio 
Shopping Center
MEDIAN 2011 HOME PRICE: $1,925,000
HOMES SOLD: 1

Veronica W
eber
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Large oak trees, wild animals and 
uninterrupted landscapes define Esther 
Clark Park, an open 21-acre plot of land 

located in the Palo Alto hills. 
Rich Spanish villas, old-style ranch 

houses and wide Mediterranean-style 
mansions run down the three main roads of 
the neighborhood by the same name. Old 
Adobe Road, Old Trace Road and Manuela 
Avenue branch off from Arastradero Road to 
wind around the park. All houses receive a 
stellar view of the park, regardless of where 
they are located.

The park was sold to the city in 1965 by 
Esther Clark, the first female pediatrician 
and founder of the Palo Alto Medical Clinic 
and the Children’s Health Council.

Adrienne Oliff’s ranch-style house on 
Old Trace Road has been a staple of the 
neighborhood since 1973. She likes how 
the area manages to be secluded from the 
downtown areas and yet is convenient 
enough for her to get what she needs in 
nearby Los Altos.

“It’s been such a wonderful 
neighborhood,” she said.

Dating back to the ‘80s, she hosted a 
number of neighborhood meetings in her 
house. Members of the neighborhood fought 
together to keep the area’s rural aesthetic 
intact, even taking their issues to the mayor 
and the Los Altos town council. Votes 
against streetlights, new roads and more 
developed park areas have helped to make 

Esther Clark what it is today. 
“Though the neighbors are one acre away 

from one another, they still watched out for 
each other,” she said.

Robert Creasey has a history with the 
neighborhood that dates back to 1956. He 
has lived on Old Adobe Road even before 
it received its name from Juana Briones’ 
1844 adobe ranch house. The many oak trees 
that surround the park are also due to the 
generosity of his father, who planted them 
more than 30 years ago.

“As I walk outside, I see these trees 30 
feet high,” he said.

Beautiful hawks, redtails, blue herons 
and other birds make their home in the park. 
Other animals such as deer, gophers and 
rabbits have been sighted both in and around 
the park.

“I’ve seen coyotes go through my yard,” 
Creasey said.

Marilyn Stocker has lived on Mockingbird 
Lane since her house was first built in 1973. 
As one of the original four neighbors on the 
street, her wooden-framed ranch-style home 
has overlooked the neighborhood on its hill 
for years.

“We are the lowest lot that can see the 
Bay,” she said.

Many families were drawn to the 
neighborhood’s close proximity to Nixon 
Elementary School. Getting to school was 
literally a walk through the park. While the 
children’s departure from the area has left 

a number of empty nesters in its wake, the 
friendly nature of the neighbors still remains.

“On Mockingbird Lane, we’re very 
friendly and supportive of everyone else,” 
she said.

Over time Esther Clark Park also paid 
host to a number of noteworthy people. 
According to Oliff, Democratic Senator 
Alan Cranston’s sister Eleanor Fowle once 
made her home in the hills. In addition, 
actress Marjorie Eaton also lived in the 
neighborhood.

“She was a very colorful neighbor,” Oliff 
said.

Oliff said the many years she has lived in 
the neighborhood have been an enjoyable 
experience.

“The neighbors call it a tranquil paradise,” 
she said. 

— Casey Scheld

ESTHER CLARK PARK FACTS
FIRE STATION: No. 5, 600 Arastradero Road
LIBRARY: Mitchell Park branch, 3700 Middlefield 
Road (after summer 2012)
LOCATION: From Old Adobe Road to Manuela 
Avenue, off Arastradero Road, including Old Trace 
Road
PARK: Esther Clark Park, Old Trace Road
POST OFFICE: Cambridge, 265 Cambridge Ave.
PUBLIC SCHOOLS: Nixon Elementary School, Terman 
Middle School, Gunn High School
SHOPPING: El Camino Real, Downtown Los Altos
MEDIAN 2011 HOME PRICE: $2,650,000 
($2,607,000-$3,575,000)
HOMES SOLD: 3
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Life in Palo Alto can be fast-paced, and 
it can be difficult to find open space, 
wildlife or nature. But, take a drive up 

to the Palo Alto Hills, and you can find all 
of that and then some.

Palo Alto Hills is located above 
Interstate 280 and consists of long, windy 
roads that lead up to its 78 households. 
The neighborhood is quiet and diverse 
with long trails perfect for biking, jogging 
or hiking.

“We’re a family of runners so what 
really drew us to the neighborhood was 
the privacy and easy access to the trails,” 
said Jay Weber, who moved to the Hills 
with his wife and two daughters in August 
2009. 

The nature and open space is what has 
prompted many other residents to move 
their families to the neighborhood. 

“I love that it’s so much like the East 
Coast,” said Marion Recine, who moved 
from Connecticut in 1971. “All the hills 
and oak trees remind me so much of being 
back home.”

With the neighborhood being so 
secluded, it is a peaceful place for 
residents to get away from their hectic 
work life. Nonetheless, some feel that it’s 
too isolated. With the nearest grocery store 
being almost five miles away, residents 

need to learn to adjust to traveling long 
distances to get places.

Despite the quiet and seclusion, there 
is a sense of community: An annual 
Christmastime get-together is organized 
by the Palo Alto Hills Neighborhood 
Association (PAHNA) to bring the 
neighbors closer together.

Mark Nadim, PAHNA president, has 
lived in the Hills since 1986 and does all 
that he can to make sure the community 
stays connected. The neighborhood events 
he plans are held at the Palo Alto Hills 
Golf and Country Club, the focal point of 
the neighborhood. 

That’s also where the neighborhood is 
supposed to go in case of an emergency.

“They’re our refuge,” Nadim said. 
“They’ve made it clear that if anything 
happens, they’re here for us.”

With all the hills, plants and open space, 
it’s no surprise that this small community 
is home to a myriad of animals ranging 
from bobcats to jackrabbits. Although the 
wildlife is a selling point for many, it has 
caused problems for residents who have 
pets or enjoy gardening.

Sophia Kim, a mother of three who 
moved to the neighborhood in 1998, must 
constantly keep an eye on her small dog to 
prevent him from being snatched up by a 

coyote. She has also witnessed rodents and 
rattlesnakes on her property on multiple 
occasions.

Recine, along with many other 
neighbors with gardens, has been forced 
to put a gate around her property to 
protect plants from being eaten. Despite 
the disturbance the critters can cause, 
neighbors like Kim have come to 
acknowledge the beauty of it all.

“The snakes and other animals really 
bothered me at first,” she 
said, “but over time, I’ve 
started to appreciate the 
wildlife around us.”

Regardless of the 
frustrations living near 
so much wildlife can 
cause, the neighborhood’s 
peaceful community keeps 
people happy.

“I wanted a place for 
my children where there 
would be land and they 
could learn how to work 
in the yard,” Recine said. 
“It’s beautiful up here. I 
absolutely love it.” 

— Carolyn Copeland

PALO ALTO HILLS FACTS 
FIRE STATION: No. 8, Foothills Park, 3300 Page 
Mill Road (during summer); No. 5, 600 Arastradero 
Road
LIBRARY: Mitchell Park branch, 3700 Middlefield 
Road (after summer 2012)
LOCATION: off Page Mill Road: Alexis Drive, 
Country Club Court, Bandera Drive and Laurel 
Glen Drive
NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION:  Mark Nadim, 
president, 650-949-5672; pahnaorg@pahna.org, 
www.pahna.org
PARK: Foothills Park, 3300 Page Mill Road
POST OFFICE: Cambridge, 265 Cambridge Ave.
PUBLIC SCHOOLS: Nixon Elementary School, 
Terman Middle School, Gunn High School
SHOPPING: El Camino Real, Downtown Los Altos, 
California Avenue
MEDIAN 2011 HOME PRICE: $2,475,000 
($2,300,000-$2,650,000)
HOMES SOLD: 2
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You matter. 
I care.
Buying or selling a home is one 

of the most signifi cant decisions 

any of us make. Your satisfaction 

and happiness should be the only 

things that matter in your real estate 

transaction. With that in mind, I 

always make sure I understand 

exactly what your goals and dreams 

are so I can help make sure your 

transaction works for you. 

  

Real estate is about property and 

deals and results. But for any result 

to be truly successful, it should fi rst 

and foremost be about the people. 

For me, it is.

SHARON WITTE
650-269-6700

sharon.witte@cbnorcal.com
www.sharonwitte.com
DRE# 00842833

SOLD

SOLD

SOLD

SOLD



“Stanford doctors saved 

my life and my leg. I was 

lucky to be there.”

–Eugene Lee
Bicyclist and Aneurysm Survivor

Our team of leading physicians and medical professionals at Stanford Hospital & Clinics is dedicated 

 to healing humanity through science and compassion, one patient at a time. We are proud to be 

recognized as one of the best hospitals in America on this year’s U.S. News & World Report Honor Roll. 

With 10 specialties ranked in the top 25 among nearly 5,000 institutions nationwide and 285 faculty 

physicians on the “Top Doctors” list, Stanford leadership and experience are transforming lives here  

and around the world.

stanfordhospital.org



Community  
Connected 

               

650 906 8008 
www.zachtrailer.com | ztrailer@zachtrailer.com  

Information deemed reliable but not guaranteed. DRE# 1371338 

International President’s Premier 
Top 1% Internationally 

Colonial-Style Elegance | Sold $4,900,000 

ZACH SELLS PALO ALTO 
Born & raised in Palo Alto, Zach benefits from understanding  

every home on every block & exactly how it affects you as buyers and sellers. 
- A FEW 2011 SALES - 

OLD PALO ALTO PROFESSORVILLE 

Professorville Restoration | Sold $3,440,000 

PROFESSORVILLE CRESCENT PARK 

DOWNTOWN OLD PALO ALTO 

Off-Market | Sold $3,300,000 Crescent Park Charm | Sold $3,450,000 

Victorian Inspired | Sold $2,835,000 Off-Market | Sold 2,700,000 

             Information deamed reliable but not guaranteed.                                   DRE 1371388


