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Midcentury makeover Midcentury makeover 
maximizes minimalist designmaximizes minimalist design

Once forgotten, 
rare Roger Lee
home restored
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S TAY  I N F O R M E D  D U R I N G  T H I S  D R O U G H T

HELP SAVE WATER
The City has numerous resources, rebates and services to help with your water efficiency goals.

We want to ensure that everyone has the tools they need to lead a water-wise lifestyle. 
As drought conditions change over time, we will provide the most up-to-date information 

at cityofpaloalto.org/water. Contact us at (650) 329-2241 or drought@cityofpaloalto.org

MAKE EVERY 
PRECIOUS 
DR   P COUNT!
California is in a drought, and it’s more important than ever 
to use water wisely! Here’s what you can do to help:

CONFIRM irrigation systems are watering 
plants, not the sidewalk or the driveway.

CHECK toilets, faucets, hoses etc. for leaks—
small leaks can cost BIG money.

TREES are important community assets—
make sure yours are getting enough water.

WATER landscapes in early morning 
(before 10 a.m.) or evening (after 6 p.m.) 
and only as needed.

SCHEDULE a FREE Water Wise Outdoor 
Survey with a trained irrigation professional by 
emailing waterwise@valleywater.org or leave 
a voice message at (408) 630-2000.

REPLACE guzzling grass with gorgeous native 
plants and get rebates. Visit cityofpaloalto.org/
rebate for rebate program details.

REPORT water waste at cityofpaloalto.org/311, 
email drought@cityofpaloalto.org, or leave a 
voice message at (650) 496-6968.

VISIT us for status updates and assistance 
at cityofpaloalto.org/water.

DID YOU KNOW?  More than 50% of water use can go toward irrigation in the typical Palo Alto home?  

DR   P COUNT!

Tag This toYour Fridge!
Tag This to



S TAY  I N F O R M E D  D U R I N G  T H I S  D R O U G H T

HELP SAVE WATER
The City has numerous resources, rebates and services to help with your water efficiency goals.

We want to ensure that everyone has the tools they need to lead a water-wise lifestyle. 
As drought conditions change over time, we will provide the most up-to-date information 

at cityofpaloalto.org/water. Contact us at (650) 329-2241 or drought@cityofpaloalto.org

MAKE EVERY 
PRECIOUS 
DR   P COUNT!
California is in a drought, and it’s more important than ever 
to use water wisely! Here’s what you can do to help:

CONFIRM irrigation systems are watering 
plants, not the sidewalk or the driveway.

CHECK toilets, faucets, hoses etc. for leaks—
small leaks can cost BIG money.

TREES are important community assets—
make sure yours are getting enough water.

WATER landscapes in early morning 
(before 10 a.m.) or evening (after 6 p.m.) 
and only as needed.

SCHEDULE a FREE Water Wise Outdoor 
Survey with a trained irrigation professional by 
emailing waterwise@valleywater.org or leave 
a voice message at (408) 630-2000.

REPLACE guzzling grass with gorgeous native 
plants and get rebates. Visit cityofpaloalto.org/
rebate for rebate program details.

REPORT water waste at cityofpaloalto.org/311, 
email drought@cityofpaloalto.org, or leave a 
voice message at (650) 496-6968.

VISIT us for status updates and assistance 
at cityofpaloalto.org/water.

DID YOU KNOW?  More than 50% of water use can go toward irrigation in the typical Palo Alto home?  

Tag This toYour Fridge!



4  | HOME + GARDEN  DESIGN | SUMMER 2021

The historic Roger Lee home at Stanford was 
renovated and restored in 2020 keeping many 
of the original midcentury modern details intact.  
Photo by Mariko Reed/courtesy Klopf Architecture. 
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Sterling Custom
Upholstery

SU

PER SERVICEAWARD

Angies List
2015

55th

ANNIVERSARY

Old Becomes New

FREE LOCAL PICKUP & DELIVERY  •  FREE CONSULTATION

BEFORE AFTER Ask about our $92.50 Labor 
Special & Other Specials

1243 W. El Camino Real, Mountain View
(At Miramonte – behind Baskin-Robbins)

650.961.8700
www.SterlingCustomUpholstery.com

 6 FROM MIDCENTURY TO 21ST 
CENTURY
Post World War II rancher reconfigured 
and modernized

 10 RECLAIMED WATER ON THE RISE
During drought, residents turn to trucked-in 
recycled H2O to landscape their yards  

 16 ONCE FORGOTTEN, NOW REVIVED
After nearly six decades, historic Roger Lee 
home restored and upgraded

20 A GROWING LEGACY
Palo Alto's Garden Club celebrates its 
centennial 

 22 GARDENING EVENTS
Find out where to enjoy the season's colors, 
hone your harvesting skills
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From midcentury  
to 21st century

POST WORLD WAR II RANCHER RECONFIGURED  
AND MODERNIZED

By Carol Blitzer | photos by Magali Gauthier
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“I didn’t want to do a halfway 
job,” Price said, ref lecting on 
why it took so long to come up 
with the perfect plan.

“Although it was a ranch and 
didn’t have a lot of charm, I 
wanted it to fit into the neigh-
borhood — but more modern,” 
she added.

She started by wanting to 
update (really gut) the kitchen 
and add a bathroom. Soon she 

was asking: How can I get a 
kitchen and bathroom and a real 
primary bedroom? “That became 
the anchoring criteria,” she said.

In addition to the kids get-
ting older, a key catalyst for the 
remodel was a series of things 
breaking down: a water main, 
then a sewer main.

Price met her architect Peter 
Baltay through a neighbor. 
With a background in fashion 

and communications, she was 
eager to participate in the design 
process.

Baltay saw the challenges 
as multifold: needing to pre-
serve yard space, keeping costs 

down and creating a modern 
home style that also fit into the 
neighborhood.

“A second story would have 

Opposite page: A sculptural wall behind the couch separates the living room from the foyer. Above: A huge island with room for four runs the length of the new kitchen, which was 
relocated from the opposite side of the house. 

The newly placed front door — made of walnut with a long, vertical door handle —  is 
aligned perfectly with a glass-windowed back door leading to the backyard.

H O M E  D E S I G N

W hen Faith Price’s kids were little, it really 
didn’t matter that the kitchen was located in 

back of the house, and there was only one bathroom 
in the family’s West Menlo Park home.

But by the time they were teens, Price was more 
than ready to rethink her home space. It took about 
a year to nail the design after weighing each itera-
tion against her budget and goals.

(continued on next page)
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H O M E  D E S I G N

Lic. 602048We’ve painted some of the

MOST BEAUTIFUL HOMES
on the Peninsula.

Beautify, Protect and  
Preserve your Most  

Important Investment

Quality Interior and 
Exterior Painting 

Residential and Commercial

For A Prompt Estimate Please Call: 

(650) 321-9302

Visit Us On The Web At:

www.stanfordpainting.com

Family Owned since 1988

Protect Your Family - 
We’re Lead Safe Certified

5-Year Warranty

Free Estimates
Stanford Painting is not affiliated 

with Stanford University

We’ve painted some of the

MOST BEAUTIFUL HOMES
on the Peninsula.

MOST BEAUTIFUL HOMES
Off-Season

        
Discounts!

been cost prohibitive. Expanding every 
room would be too expensive. We 
explored dozens of design alternatives 
on the way to the current layout,” 
Baltay said.

To create that “modern” look, Baltay 
integrated traditional materials in the 
exterior (horizontal siding, wood win-
dows, cement plaster) that were treated 
with “less decorative detailing and 
stronger colors,” he explained.

Today, one enters through a newly 
placed front door — made of wal-
nut with a long, vertical door handle 
— that is aligned perfectly with a 
glass-windowed back door leading to 
the backyard. A foyer was created by 
building a dividing partition, with a 
circular cut-out that lights up at night. 
“It’s like a circle of life to me,” Price 
said.

Parallel to the foyer partition is 
another partial wall, with a see-through 
fireplace at the bottom and a wall-
mounted TV screen on top. 

On the other side of that wall is what 

Price calls her “Zen” room, a quiet place 
to sit in comfy chairs to read or just 
enjoy the quiet.

The piece de resistance in the remodel 
is the new kitchen, now located on the 
right side of the home, with natural light 
pouring in from multiple sides. Price 
chose plenty of bells and whistles, from 
her six-burner Wolf range to the steam-
ing oven, SubZero and wine fridges and 
4-foot trough stainless steel sink.

A huge island runs the length, with 
room to seat four. Cabinets range from 
floor-to-ceiling navy finish to slate blue/
gray lower cabinets, all topped with 
white Caesarstone “Sleek Concrete” 
counters and a Porcelanosa Irish Blanco 
tile backsplash.

While the kitchen stops short of 
opening to a family room, it does have 
space for comfortable seating around 
a marble-topped round table, more 
comfy chairs at the side (“I didn’t 
think guests would want to sit on a 
window seat,” Price said) and a wet 
bar at the side. The bar, with a metal-
lic Porcelanosa Gravity Aluminum 
Trace Gold tile backsplash, contains 

The new primary bedroom suite and bathroom are located in the former 
kitchen area. The bathroom sports two Lacava rectangular sinks with 
modern single-cylinder faucets, a wall-mounted toilet, and a walk-in, 
curbless, doorless shower.

(continued from previous page)
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H O M E  D E S I G N H O M E  D E S I G N

We help you make 
sure insurance 
claims, payments 
and questions are 
handled quickly.

(650) 327-1313    671-A Oak Grove Ave, Menlo Park    cporter2@farmersagent.com

Serving the community for over 30 years!Charlie Porter 
Farmers® Agency
License # 0773991

a narrow strip of a sink at the back that 
could easily be filled with ice for enter-
taining. Glass doors open to the patio 
and backyard.

“I wanted an inside/outside feel, like a 
greenhouse, with lots of windows where 
I could see the lemon and birch trees,” 
she said.

Little details make the room even more 
distinct: The ceiling has soffits, painted 
with glossy white paint on the bottom, 
matte paint above; three navy glass pen-
dants swing over the island; glass-fronted 
and top-hinged cabinet doors are framed 
with stainless steel.

Where the kitchen had been is now the 
primary-bedroom suite. The bathroom 
sports two Lacava rectangular sinks with 
modern single-cylinder faucets, a wall-
mounted toilet, and a walk-in, curb-less, 
doorless shower. Light f lows in through a 
skylight over the sinks.

The primary bedroom echoes the 
kitchen soffit ceilings, but Price chose to 
re-purpose her old dining room crystal 
chandelier over the bed. “It’s so nice to 
have a grown-up bedroom, with its king-
size bed. It’s a sanctuary,” she said.

The remodel includes massive changes 
to all the closets in the house — which 
were designed by California Closets — 
and new European white oak f looring 
that extends throughout.

And they even managed to tuck in a 
laundry closet, with a stacked washer and 
dryer and deep sink.

Only part of the landscaping plan has 
been executed, including poured cement 
pavers leading to the front door and 
placement of the olive trees in front. 
Wide steps with a veneer of Connecticut 
bluestone lead up to the front door. And 
the natural-stucco window box has been 
planted. 

“I tried to think about the long term,” 
she said, noting that she wanted to keep 
everything on one f loor. 

“What I found so amazing is that Peter 
has a discerning eye. Together we made 
a great team. And now I love my home,” 
she said, noting that “little things are 
pleasant surprises. He didn’t miss any 
details.” 

Email Freelance Writer Carol Blitzer 
at carolgblitzer@gmail.com.

RESOURCES:
Architect: Peter Baltay, TOPOS Architects, Palo 
Alto; 650-327-7573; toposarchitects.com

Building contractor: Gary Meek, GK Builders, 
Morgan Hill; 408-218-9888

Light fixtures: Coast Lighting, Redwood City; 
650-364-3383; coastlighting.com

Tile: Porcelanosa, San Jose; 408-467-9400; 
porcelanosa-usa.com

Landscape designer:
Dakotah Bertsch, DBLA | Dakotah Bertsch 
Landscape Architecture, Santa Cruz; 831-291-
5253; dbladesign.com

Goal of project: Reconfigure entire house, moving 
kitchen to opposite side, adding primary bedroom 
suite and powder room

Challenges: Mounting the flat-screen TV while 
protecting it from the heat from the fireplace below

Year house built: 1951

Size of home, lot: Was 1,640-sq-ft house (3 BD, 
1 BA) on 9,000-sq-ft lot; now 2,114-sq-ft house 
(4 BD, 2.5 BA, plus 276-sq-ft garage)

Time to complete: About a year to design, nine 
months to build
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As 2021 shapes up to be one 
of the driest years of the 

millennium, Palo Alto residents, 
like Lina Crane, have turned to 
recycled water to keep their land-
scaping green.

Crane, a longtime resident, 
decided in August to have a truck-
load of treated wastewater from the 
Palo Alto Regional Water Quality 
Control Plant delivered to her home 
by The Purple Pipe Company. The 
small Palo Alto operation is among 
the few companies that use various 
forms of reclaimed water to irrigate 
homes and commercial buildings 
in the area.

After one month of using the 
reclaimed water to irrigate her front 
and backyards, which include about 
700 square feet of grass, various 
bushes, a lemon tree and a liquid-
ambar tree, Crane’s regular water 
usage dropped from 36,630 gallons 
in July to 6,732 gallons in August. 
Crane attributed the higher-than-
normal July water bill in part to a 
faulty irrigation system, though she 
typically uses about 27,000 gallons 
a month. (For perspective, the aver-
age household of four uses about 
10,500 gallons each month, accord-
ing to the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency.)

Using recycled water might con-
serve potable water, but it isn’t 
necessarily less expensive than 
what someone might spend on a 
typical monthly water bill. Crane 
pays $140 a week for Purple Pipes 
to come out and water her yard 
twice a week.

As someone who has tried many 
methods of conserving water — 
including saving the cold water 
that often goes down the drain 
when people are waiting to take 
a hot shower — Crane found that 

Purple Pipe has been the most 
efficient way so far to cut down 
her water usage. Plus, someone 
else is watering the lawn for her.

“It’s a perfect situation because 
I’m helping the environment, and 
I have one less responsibility,” she 
said.

Purple Pipe founder Joseph 
Rahn said his service is fairly 
straightforward: The company 
can go to the city’s plant or the 
purple fire hydrant at Greer Park 
(which taps into the plant’s recy-
cled water), fill up its trucks with 
2,000 to 2,500 gallons of water 
and then haul it directly to clients.

Greer Park, located on the cor-
ner of W. Bayshore Road and 
Colorado Avenue is currently the 
city’s sole purple fire hydrant loca-
tion, but Rahn said that in most 
cases, the drive to the clients’ 
homes is not very far. Crane’s 
home, for example, was a five-
minute drive from the hydrant.

Afterward, a Purple Pipe 
employee unravels a hose and 

soaks the plants with recycled 
water. The process takes no more 
than 15 to 20 minutes in most 
typical urban yards, Rahn said.

“Our idea was essentially to go 
the final mile and extend a source 
of water to people that aren’t con-
nected to it,” said Rahn, a Palo Alto 
native who left the finance industry 
to launch The Purple Pipe in 2015, 
when California was in its fourth 
consecutive year of a drought.

Rahn said clients also have the 
option to install an above-the-
ground pipe that extends from 
the front lawn to the backyard. 
Doing so helps Purple Pipe avoid 
running more meters of hose, and 
as a result, drives down the cost 
of each visit. Crane chose to pay a 
one-time fee of $450 to install the 
pipe that runs through her yard.

During the peak of dry sea-
sons, which is typically August to 
October, Rahn said his company 
delivers between 300,000 and 
500,000 gallons of nonpotable 
water to clients throughout Palo 
Alto. Over the course of the year, 
his company can haul as many as 
3 million gallons, he said.

Through Palo Alto’s recycled-
water program, companies like 
The Purple Pipe that are in the 
Regional Water Quality Control 
Plant’s service area, which 
includes Los Altos, Los Altos 
Hills, Mountain View, Palo Alto, 
Stanford University and the East 
Palo Alto Sanitary District, can 

take as much recycled water as they 
want for free to use for irrigation.

Access to the water requires an 
annual permit from the city and 
costs $50 for the processing fee, 
and users must submit a monthly 
log to the city detailing how much 
recycled water was used and where.

Samantha Engelage, senior 
engineer of the city’s Public 
Works Department, said the city 
typically issues between 40 to 50 
permits each year, although dur-
ing drought times the city often 
sees an increase. During past 
drought years, permits increased 
from around 10 in 2014, to 60 in 
2015 and 80 in 2016.

If the current drought worsens, 
the city expects to see an increase 
in permits, as well as in residen-
tial customers who utilize the 
services of businesses that haul 
recycled water from the plant, 
Engelage said.

On average, the water plant 
produces about 1 million gallons 
of recycled water every day, with 
about 10% going toward residen-
tial and construction properties, 
about 49% going to irrigate Palo 
Alto and Mountain View munici-
pal golf courses and about 41% for 
parks and commercial facilities, 
according to Engelage.

Although free water might 
sound appealing, there are signifi-
cant limitations to using the city’s 

Residents go ‘purple’ 
to relieve drought pressure
FOR SOME, TRUCKEDIN RECYCLED WATER PRESENTS 
A SOLUTION DURING DRY TIMES

By Lloyd Lee | photos by Magali Gauthier

Adrian Romero Parra, a worker from The Purple Pipe Company, soaks a lawn with recycled 
water in Palo Alto.

Palo Alto's Regional Water Quality Control 
Plant produces about 1 million gallons 
of recycled water every day, which is 
available for residents to use for irrigation.

H O M E  +  G A R D E N  D E S I G N

(continued on page 14)
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We are “Year Round” — Every Sunday Morning from  9 a.m. to 1 p.m. Rain or Shine. 
Fi�y-Two weeks a year. For the last �irty years. 

Sponsored and Run by 
�e Menlo Park Live Oaks Lions Club

About 30 farmers and vendors each Sunday 
Run entirely by volunteers except for the part-time Manager — who has been with us since the beginning 

We have not missed a Sunday through the COVID-19 period to date 
In Downtown Menlo Park — in the Parking Plaza behind Wells Fargo and next to Trader Joe’s 

Great selection of fruits and vegetables and other items, organic where practical or possible 
Farmers donate excess produce at the end of each Market — distributed to serve the needy in our community 

Donated produce is collected and sorted by local students for community service credits, then 
volunteer Lion members deliver it to various charitable agencies who serve the needy 

All pro�ts from stall fees go to non-pro�t community groups and Lions Projects 
In our 30th year we have totaled over a million pounds of produce and around a million dollars — 

all donated back into our community
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12160 Kate Drive, Los Altos Hills
O F F ERED AT $16 , 8 0 0,0 0 0  |   L A H RESO RT LIVIN G .C O M

2303 Cowper Street, Palo Alto
O F F ERED AT $7, 5 0 0,0 0 0  |   2 3 0 3 C OW PER .C O M

Your Local Experts
Properly preparing your property for sale is more important than ever. 

Properties in move-in or current condition are in high demand. Talk to 

us about what we can do to prepare your property for sale to get you a 

premium price and a quicker sale.  

Michael Dreyfus

Global Real Estate Advisor

+1 650.485.3476

michael.dreyfus@sothebysrealty.com

Lic. #01121795

Noelle Queen

Sales Associate

+1 650.427.9211

noelle.queen@sothebysrealty.com

Lic. #01917593

THE DREYFUS GROUP, GOLDEN GATE SOTHEBY’S INTERNATIONAL REALTY | 728 EMERSON STREET, PALO ALTO, CA 94301 | WWW.DREYFUS.GROUP
Each office is independently owned and operated.



PALO ALTO WEEKLY • MOUNTAIN VIEW VOICE • THE ALMANAC | 13 

Recent Sales

2699 Ramona Street, Palo Alto
O F F ERED AT $ 3 , 8 5 0,0 0 0

843 Sutter Avenue, Palo Alto
O F F ERED AT $ 6 ,9 9 5 ,0 0 0

137 Heather Drive, Atherton
O F F ERED AT $1 2, 8 0 0,0 0 0

151 Waverley Street, Palo Alto
O F F ERED AT $ 3 ,9 9 5 ,0 0 0

12859 Normandy Lane, Los Altos Hills
O F F ERED AT $ 8 ,75 0,0 0 0

155 Bardet Road, Woodside
O F F ERED AT $1 3 ,9 9 5 ,0 0 0

569 Maybell Avenue, Palo Alto
O F F ERED AT $ 5 , 16 5 , 8 0 0

738 Channing Avenue, Palo Alto
O F F ERED AT $ 8 , 8 5 0,0 0 0

Italian Villa, Woodside
O F F ERED AT $2 3 ,0 0 0,0 0 0

Visit Dreyfus.Group for more listings
Sotheby’s International Realty and the Sotheby’s International Realty logo are registered (or unregistered) service 
marks used with permission. Sotheby’s International Realty A�liates LLC fully supports the principles of the Fair 
Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. Each O�ce Is Independently Owned And Operated. If your property is 
listed with a real estate broker, please disregard. It is not our intention to solicit the o�erings of other real estate 

brokers. We are happy to work with them and cooperate fully.

Michael Dreyfus

650.485.3476

m.dreyfus@ggsir.com

Lic. #01121795

Noelle Queen

650.427.9211

n.queen@ggsir.com

Lic. #01917593
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recycled water program, which 
could explain why more residents 
aren’t using the city’s reclaimed 
water at home.

For one, without companies like 
The Purple Pipe, access to recycled 
water in Palo Alto remains a barri-
er. Engelage said that until the city 
constructs more pipelines dedicat-
ed to non-potable water, the option 
is not as practical. Recycled water 
is available to residents for uses like 
residential landscaping, but it must 
be picked up at the control plant 
or the truck-fill standpipe at Greer 
Park and then be trucked to the 
location, she said.

The salinity level of recycled 
water can be another deterrent. 
Many arborists say that the salt 
in the plant’s water, an expected 
byproduct of treating wastewater, is 
not suitable for salt-sensitive plants, 
trees or those planted in clay-like 
soil, which doesn’t drain away the 
salt as easily as other soils.

The city has taken steps to 
reduce salinity levels over the 
years. In 2010, it adopted a policy 
to reduce the salinity levels of the 
water to 600 parts per million or 
PPM. (In comparison, the city’s 
drinking water is at 63 PPM.) 
Currently, the salinity level stands 
around 700 PPM, Rahn said.

In July, the city received $16 
million from the Santa Clara 
Valley Water District to partially 
fund the building of a salt removal 
facility that will enable the quality 
control plant to further treat 50% 

of its recycled water and combine 
it with the rest to reduce overall 
salt content, Engelage said.

Rahn said salt in the water 
shouldn’t prevent residents from 
using recycled water for irrigation.

“A little bit of recycled water on a 
plant is not going to kill it,” he said.

Residents don’t need to replace 
their entire irrigation with recy-
cled water, he added. Rather, they 
can supplement it to cut down the 
overall use of potable water.

Rahn said he believes that more 
residents would use recycled water 
if Palo Alto made it easier for them 
to install tanks on their property 
dedicated for non potable water. 
The current approval process 
makes doing that close to impos-
sible, he said.

Still, anything to reduce the 
use of potable water as California 
continues to experience drought 
helps, he said.

And for Crane, the benefits 
of using reclaimed water go far 
beyond saving water.

“I decided I should get the recy-
cled water because I’d be helping 
the environment, and I feel virtu-
ous because of it,” she said. “And 
I’m helping small businesses.”

For more information about the 
Palo Alto Regional Water Quality 
Control Plant recycled water program, 
go to bit.ly/recycledwaterprogram. 
For more information about The 
Purple Pipe Company, go to 
purplepipeco.com. 

Email Editorial Assistant 
Lloyd Lee at llee@paweekly.com.

(continued from page 10)

Established in 1928 and 
serving San Mateo County,  
Dittmann Plumbing provides 
full service plumbing repairs 
with satisfaction guaranteed.  
We offer free estimates and 
reliable service. Our Goal is to 
solve your plumbing problems 
without unnecessary upselling.

Family owned and operated, 
Union trained

We provide 24 Hour / 7 Days a week 
Emergency Service

Specializing in Water Heater 
replacement and Condo Service and 
Repair work and backflow testing

Dittmann 
Plumbing Inc.

Services Provided:
• Toilet repair and replacement
• Condominium service and repair
• Apartment/Condo water heater service 

and replacement
• Sewer and drain cleaning
• Sewer video inspection
• Water heater repair and replacement
• Backflow testing, certification and 

repair
• Repiping houses and condos with 

copper water pipe
• Faucet / valve repair, replacement and 

installation
• Bathroom and Kitchen plumbing 

remodeling
• Green Home Inspections and water 

audits

Call Today and 
Make your Appointment

(650)343-2159
Serving the Mid-Peninsula

info@dittmannplumbing.com
www.dittmannplumbing.com

Joe Consola, left, and Andrian Romero Parra, employees from The Purple Pipe Company, 
wait as recycled water is pumped from a hydrant into the company's truck in Palo Alto.

H O M E  +  G A R D E N  D E S I G N
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3130 Alpine Road, Portola Valley
650.854.3850

Ladera 
Garden

and 
Gifts Full Service Nursery and Premiere Home Decor

Celebrate the Season!
Come and Experience the 

Holidays with us at 
Ladera Garden & Gifts.

Come and see us at our two locations in Portola Valley & Belmont!2029 Ralston Avenue, Belmont
650.232.7154

Tickets now available for the 2021 Gamble Garden Festival of Trees 
December 3rd & 4th, 2021 | 10 am - 3 pm

A one-of-a-kind holiday event to view decorated trees donated by 
individuals, organizations, and businesses. The trees are available for 

purchase by silent auction. Holiday wreaths, baked goods, and 
seasonal floral arrangements are also for sale. seasonal floral arrangements are also for sale. Visit our vendor marketplace 

for your holiday shopping.

Visit our website to learn more, including information about our 
December 2nd Underwriter Preview Party and December 3rd Family Night. 

www.gamblegarden.org/festivaloftrees 
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ONCE 
FORGOTTEN, 

HISTORIC 
ROGER LEE 
HOME NOW 

REVIVED

MIDCENTURY MAKEOVER  
MAXIMIZES MINIMALIST  
DESIGN 

BY ALICIA MIES
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When the new owners of the historic, 
midcentury modern home designed 

by pioneering architect Roger Lee called Klopf 
Architecture to renovate the Stanford property, 
it had been virtually untouched since 1962.

Lee’s classic f lat roof line, 
exposed steel beams, extensive use 
of glass and redwood panels for 
walls, and open floor plan with 
a focus on nature, all remained 
intact. Architect John Klopf 
described the narrow, split-level 
home as a “wood-framed beauty.”

Despite its beautiful architec-
tural bones, the home contained 
dated materials and finishes, 
single-paned glass, uninsulated 

walls and cramped rooms. There 
was even a squatter living on the 
property. The family wanted to 
update and expand the home to 
make it more liveable. 

While there was work to be 
done, Klopf felt it was important 
to keep the spirit of Lee’s design 
intact, he said.

“There’s a language to every 
house — an architectural language,” 
Klopf said. “Understanding that 
allows the historical elements 
of the house to remain, and be 
brought up to a new condition or 
differently emphasized … and not 
washed away or turned into some-
thing inappropriate or completely 
different.” 

Klopf immediately saw that the 
home had beautiful southwestern 

views of the surrounding hills and 
wanted to retain that as a focal 
point in the renovation.

“It’s important … that a home is 
restful and regenerative for people 
who live there. And part of that is 
to make a great connection with 
nature ... and let that blend of the 
indoors and outdoors really come 

to the forefront,” he said. “In this 
home, the owners can wake up and 
look out the windows, and nature 
is right there, and it’s beautiful.” 

The full remodel, which add-
ed about 50% more f loor area, 
included expanding the home by 
1,100 square feet, as well as add-
ing a 240-square-foot garage to 
the property. That newly built 
square footage was put toward 
expanding the kids’ bedrooms 

and adding an office space, laun-
dry room and half-bath.

The original home, recog-
nized as a “classic Roger Lee” 
midcentury modern design, 
showcases the functional, sim-
plistic and straightforward ele-
ments that guided his work. 
Lee, who was among the earliest 

Chinese-American architects in 
the nation, was recognized by the 
London Architectural Review in 
1957 as one of 40 U.S. architects 
who made a personal contribution 
to American Architecture. 

Before his death in 1981, the 
Oakland native designed about 
100 homes, most of which were 
sold to middle-class Bay Area res-
idents. The 1962 Stanford home 
was one of his few Palo Alto-area 
projects and is deemed historical, 
which meant Klopf had to comply 
with the Stanford Real Estate 
Office’s stringent design review 
and protections. Nonetheless, 
Klopf ’s firm was still able to make 
substantial changes. 

The original kitchen was a 
small, enclosed space tucked into 
the back corner of the house. 
According to Klopf, the kitchen 
was built as a “utilitarian space 
only for working and not for 
socializing.” Klopf opened up the 
kitchen and connected it to the 
living room. A cutout in kitchen 
wall now provides a view into the 
area from the living space and acts 
as an easy access point to serve 
dinner. Inspired by Lee’s design 
philosophy of melding the outside 
with the inside, Klopf also built 
a grill and prep area that extends 
outdoors beyond the kitchen. 

“Conceptually, now we have 
this great big room with both 
the living room and kitchen con-
nected,” Klopf said. “It gives a 
comfortable feeling for their liv-
ing space.” 

In addition to the grilling area, 
Klopf ’s firm worked with Outer 
Space Landscape Architects to 
fill in an old, cracked swimming 
pool and create an expanded 

The newly remodeled Roger Lee home in Stanford 
retains many of its original 1962 details, including 

ceiling-to-floor windows, redwood panels for walls 
and a flat roofline. Architect John Klopf described the 

original home as a "wood-framed beauty." 
Photos by Mariko Reed/courtesy Klopf Architecture.

In the spirit of maintaining a historical connection to architect Roger Lee's design, an original Malm fireplace — the centerpiece of the old 
living room — was restored with a new gas burner. Photo by Mariko Reed/courtesy Klopf Architecture.
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outdoor deck that now features 
a lounge area, fireplace, garden 
beds and extended living room 
space. According to Klopf ’s 
firm, the owners now spend 
most of their time in that out-
door space, which they call the 
“heart of the home.”

Stairs in the rear facade of 
the home were built to con-
nect to an existing lower level 
that originally had a pool room 
with a bathroom and laundry 
and storage areas. The space 
was converted into a new family 
room and guest suite. 

Klopf ’s firm also aimed to 
create more spaces in the home 
that would take advantage of 
the surrounding views. Taller 
windows that follow the angled 
roofline replaced narrow open-
ings in the primary bedroom and 
were added to the new corner 
office — Klopf ’s personal favor-
ite part of the home. 

The office is in the corner 
of the upper f loor with one 
window facing the hillside and 
the other looking into the living 
space. 

“That seems like the perfect 

place to work,” Klopf said. “If 
you work from home, then you 
can still feel a connection to your 
family and have beautiful access 
to the views.” 

On the front facade of the home, 

a floor-to-ceiling, stained-glass 
window featuring abstract red, 
dark brown and yellow squares 
was restored, and an interior slat-
ted screen from the original design 
was used to create a shade trellis 

over the exterior entry courtyard 
and outdoor living room space. 

Also in the spirit of maintain-
ing a historical connection to 
Lee’s design, an original Malm 
fireplace — the centerpiece 

(continued from page 18)

Left: The former pool room on the home's lower level 
was converted into a new family room and guest 
suite. Right: The new corner office includes a window 
facing the hillside and another looking into the living 
space. "If you work from home, then you can still feel 
a connection to your family and have beautiful access 
to the views." Klopf said. Photos by Mariko Reed/
courtesy Klopf Architecture.

The original kitchen was a small, enclosed space tucked into the back corner of the house. Klopf Architecture opened up the room. A 
cutout in kitchen wall now provides a view into the area from the living space. Photo by Mariko Reed/courtesy Klopf Architecture.
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of the old living room — was 
restored with a new gas burner. 

These touches of restoration 
and homage to Lee’s original 
design were imperative in mak-
ing the remodel both successful 
and respectful. 

“We try to think about whether 
or not the original architect, if 
alive today, would come back and 
look at the house and say, ‘Oh, 
that was OK, or, wow, you ruined 
it,’” Klopf said. “We wanted to do 
something that we felt was in the 
spirit of the original design — 
something the architect would 
look at and maybe say, ‘OK, if 
I was doing that house now, for 
this client in this location, in this 
day and age, I might do it in a 
similar way.’” 

Alicia Mies is a freelance writer. 

RESOURCES:
Architect: Klopf Architecture, San Francisco; 
415-691-7227; klopfarchitecture.com

Building contractor: Orb Construction, Half 
Moon Bay; 650-773-3441

Structural Engineer: Sezen and Moon, 
Campbell; 408-871-7273; smseinc.com

Landscape Architect: Outer Space, San 
Francisco; 415-643-1840; outerspacela.com

Goal of project: Update and expand home, 
adding an office, laundry room, half-bath and 
expanding kids’ bedrooms and opening up kitchen 
to living area

Challenges:
Home was deemed historical, which meant that 
any design changes had to go through a stringent 
review process. 

Year house built: 1962

Size of home:
Was 2,138 sq. ft.; now is 3,238 sq. ft., plus garage 
(additional 243 sq. ft.)

Time to complete: Design/permitting/drawing 
phase: 1 1/2 years (Summer 2017 to Spring 
2019). Construction phase: 1 1/2 years (Spring 
2019 to Fall 2020)

ROGER LEE: ‘THE FORGOTTEN 
MIDCENTURY MODERNIST’

Oakland native Roger Lee was a pioneering 
architect known for his  functional and simplistic 
midcentury modern homes designed for the 
middle class. During the ’50s and ’60s, Lee built  
more than 100 homes in Northern California, 
Nevada and Hawaii — with most in the San 
Francisco Bay Area. 

Lee was one of the earliest Chinese American 
architects in the nation. He received his license 
in 1947 after graduating from the University of 
California, Berkeley with a bachelor’s degree 
in Arts and Architecture.

Lee helped develop the “Second Bay Area 
Tradition” of midcentury modernism. His homes 
can be identified by their sleek lines, extensive 
use of glass and redwood panels for walls, 
exposed steel beams, open floorplans and 
attention to nature. Lee also designed the 
“Moduflex” house, which used standardized 
parts to keep costs down. During the mid-1960s 
his homes could be built for around $25,000.

Top: The remodel included filling in an 
old, cracked swimming pool to create an 
expanded outdoor deck that  features 
a lounge area, fireplace, garden beds 
and extended living room space. Center: 
The new eating area in the kitchen is 
surrounded by windows. Bottom: The 
remodel included adding square footage 
to expand the kids' bedrooms. Photos by 
Mariko Reed/courtesy Klopf Architecture.
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Since October 1921, the 
Garden Club of Palo Alto has 

promoted the planting of trees 
and gardens at Palo Alto libraries, 
schools and other public spaces. 
And now as the group approaches 
its 100-year anniversary this fall, 
members have agreed that plant-
ing trees, rather than throwing 
a party, is the best way to cel-
ebrate its century of commitment 
to greenery, said member Susan 
McDonnell, chair of the club’s 
centennial committee.

From now until February, club 
members are sponsoring the 
planting of 100 trees in Palo Alto, 
East Palo Alto and Mountain 
View. Planting locations include 
Cubberley Community Center, 

school offices in Mountain View 
and at East Palo Alto Charter 
School, according to Maika 
Horjus of the nonprofit tree-
planting group Canopy, which is 
partnering with the club for the 
centennial tree-planting project.

Although the members have 
changed over the decades, the 
goal of the club is as clear today 
as it was 100 years ago: to actively 
provide leadership and educate 
the community about gardening 
by serving local organizations. 

This legacy is being carried for-
ward by the organization’s cur-
rent 220 members — all women.  

Garden Club President Ellie 
Thomas, a professional garden 
designer who joined the club a 

decade ago, said as a member, she 
is able to use her skills to contrib-
ute to the quality of life within 
the community.

She’s not the only serious gar-
dener in the club. Becoming a 
member takes time, patience and 
dedication. Prospective members 
of the club must be invited and 
then sponsored by two current 
members to join. They must also 
produce an original four- to five-
page paper on some aspect of 
gardening.

The current membership is a 
serious hub of expertise and ener-
gy for conservation and all things 
horticultural, locally and beyond.

While all members have some 
degree of gardening experience, 
not all volunteer at the same level. 
Some members like getting their 
hands dirty in the garden nearly 
everyday, while others take a 
more removed interest. The club 
has multiple committees through 

which members can volunteer in 
the community, including doing 
fundraising and outreach to dis-
tributing f lowers to local schools 
and hospitals.

“Everyone’s (interest) is a little 
different,” Thomas said.

Garden club members active-
ly maintain a victory garden 
behind Palo Alto’s Museum of 
American Heritage, carefully 
replicating those planted by mil-
lions of Americans to assist with 
the war effort during World War 
II. They’ve spearheaded a local 
campaign to save the endangered 
monarch butterf ly, propagat-
ing and distributing milkweed 
plants — now growing in 1,500 
Peninsula gardens — to serve as 
way stations in the butterf ly’s 
migration to Mexico. They also 
produce homemade jams, jellies 
and other items to sell at their 
“Holiday Affaire” fundraiser, 
with proceeds distributed to 

A growing 
legacy

Jeny Smith, a member of the Garden Club of Palo Alto, harvests golden wax beans in the victory garden at the Museum of American Heritage in Palo Alto, which members maintain.

A CENTURY AFTER ITS FOUNDING, 
GARDEN CLUB CELEBRATES ITS PALO ALTO 
ROOTS BY PLANTING 100 TREES
By Chris Kenrick | photos by Magali Gauthier
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TOO IMPATIENT TO GROW VEGGIES 
FROM SEEDS? THERE’S AN ALTERNATIVE 

By Vicki Sullivan

With fall here, it’s time to start prepping your 
garden for winter veggies. 

Since I have room, now that my tomatoes have 
f lown south to warmer weather, I have started 
spinach, Swiss chard, kale, snow peas, bok choi 
and Napa cabbage. I buy them in six-pack gar-
dening containers and switch them immedi-
ately to 4-inch pots. I already planted lettuce in 
early August since it can grow all year outside the 
kitchen window in three planter boxes. (Sorry, I 
guess I am not a true gardener, because I hunt 
down six-packs for all my winter veggies. I skip 
the first painful six weeks waiting for the veggies 
to sprout. I know what I am good at. I am too 
impatient to grow veggies from seeds.)

If my favorite perennials, dwarf agapanthus, 
Shasta daisies, coreopsis, and daylilies are getting 
too crowded, I dig up a clump at a time, and chop 
up the clump into four sections with a shovel. 
Next, I jazz up my soil with my own compost and 
store-bought chicken manure, replanting one-
fourth of each perennial clump. The rest of each 
clump gets potted up, ready for the next Garden 
Club Plant Exchange. If the weather becomes 
too warm, I mulch the plants and vegetables with 
SummerWinds Nursery mulch. Early fall is when 
I change the f lower border along my front lawn, 
ejecting the summer annuals and planting fall 
plants that seem to last through the winter: calen-
dulas, pansies and primrose.

Along the parking strip in front of my home, I 
nurture a pollinator garden. It is fun to see the bees 
and hummingbirds, and an occasional butterf ly 
sweep through the garden, testing the coreopsis, 
echinacea, salvia, lantana and rudbeckia, all choices 
for a nectar garden to lure butterf lies. About every 
other year, I discover a caterpillar or two (or more) 
tucked under the leaves of the milkweed, starting 
the transition into a butterf ly.

Right now is a great time to prune fruit trees and 
citrus of any kind: Control the height, get rid of 
suckers and shape the tree or shrub. I also get on a 
ladder and trim back long streamers on wisteria. If 
the weather becomes too warm, I mulch my f lowers 
and veggies to control moisture.

Happy Gardening! H+G

Vicki Sullivan has been a member of the Garden Club 
of Palo Alto since 1985. You can find her monthly 

column at gardenclubofpaloalto.org 
(under “Horticulture Articles”).

garden-oriented projects in the com-
munity such as the La Mesa Verde 
Project in San Jose, which allows low-
income families to learn the basics 
of growing and maintaining back-
yard vegetable gardens. With a grant 
from the club’s Charitable Trust and 
Project Funding Committee, lumber, 
soil, plants, seeds and tools were all 
donated to the families. Volunteers 
from the committee also advised 
families as their backyard vegetable 
gardens grew.

The group also provides tips, talks 
and other events aimed at helping 
those who are interested in honing 
their gardening skills. Nonmembers, 
for example, are welcome to participate 
in the group’s monthly lectures on hor-
ticultural topics ranging from “Carbon 
Sequestration in Hardscape Design” 
to “Romantic Spring Celebrations: 
Garden Parties, Weddings and Other 
Joyous Occasions.”

Longtime member Vicki Sullivan 
also maintains an exhaustive month-
by-month log on backyard gardening 
on the club’s public website aimed at 
helping gardeners of all skill levels. 
(To learn about some of her fall gar-
dening tips, read "Too impatient to 
grow veggies from seeds? There's an 
alternative.")

The group’s roots go back to Mrs. 
Frederick Wheeler, whose mutual love 
for gardening and community ser-
vice inspired her, along with 11 other 
women, to launch the garden club in 
October 1921. Over the past 100 years, 
the group’s membership and reach have 
continued to grow.

Most notably, the group led spirited 
lobbying and fundraising campaigns 
in the 1980s to convert Elizabeth 
Gamble’s house and grounds at the 
corner of Embarcadero Road and 
Waverley Street into a permanent 
garden open to all. The major com-
peting proposal at the time, backed 
by the city’s housing commission and 
half the Planning Commission, would 
have transformed the Gamble prop-
erty, which was donated to the city in 
1981, into 21 units of low-cost senior 
housing.

Established in 1985, Gamble Garden 
Center has no official affiliation to the 
Garden Club, but the two groups share 

a similar passion. Thomas estimated 
that more than half of her members 
also participate as members and volun-
teers at Gamble Garden.

The Garden Club of Palo Alto has 
been all female since a 1924 bylaw was 
added allowing men only as honorary 
members. Before that, men made up 
40% of the membership. Club minutes 
from the era don’t explain why men 
were barred, but Thomas guesses it 
had to do with dissension around a 
May 1924 f lower exhibit and sale, over 
which the entire planning committee 
resigned.

Today’s rules do not block men, she 
said, “but no men are in the club, and 
since I’ve been a member, no men have 
applied.”

Racial diversity in membership 
“has not been something that’s come 
up, though it may in the future,” 
Thomas added. Among the horti-
cultural presentations slated for the 
coming year is one titled “Gender and 
Race in Landscape Development and 
Practice.”

For more information about the club 
or its gardening programs and resourc-
es, go to gardenclubofpaloalto.org. 

Email Contributing Writer Chris 
Kenrick at ckenrick@paweekly.com

Nancy Knoblauch, a member of the Garden Club 
of Palo Alto, weighs part of the day's harvest from 
the victory garden at the Museum of American 
Heritage in Palo Alto.



A s fall ushers in new garden colors and 
cooler weather, the Midpeninsula is 

offering a multitude of outdoor garden 
events and classes to enjoy the season’s 
offerings and help home gardeners get 
the most out of their harvest. Here’s a 
list of online and in-person garden events 
happening in the area from now through 
December.

‘UC Master Gardeners Plant 
Clinic'
Saturday, Nov. 13 & Dec. 11, 
10 a.m. to noon 
Free (registration required); 
mgsantaclara.ucanr.edu

Participants can chat with a Master 
Gardener to diagnose plant problems or listen 
while others ask questions. Priority is given 
to questions that are emailed in advance; 
instructions are in the Zoom registration 
confirmation.

South Bay Green Gardens series
South Bay Green Gardens is a coalition 

of local agencies aimed at educating the 

public on sustainable landscaping practices. 
The coalition hosts a series of 90-minute 
gardening classes on Zoom. Upcoming fall 
offerings include “Transitioning to a Winter 
Water-efficient Garden,” and “ABCs of 
Setting up a Drip Irrigation.” To find more 
information about fall/winter classes, go to 
southbaygreengardens.org.

‘Understanding Pesticides for 
Pest Management’
Thursday, Nov. 18, noon
Free (registration required); 
mgsantaclara.ucanr.edu

Learn pesticide basics, including types of 
pesticides, understanding pesticide labels, 
and how to use them safely.

INPERSON CLASSES

‘Thanksgiving Flowers’
Saturday, Nov. 10, 9:30-11 a.m.
Gamble Garden, 1431 Waverley St., 
Palo Alto
$119 (members)/$129 (nonmembers)/
register at gamblegarden.org

Celebrate the Thanksgiving season with a 

flower arranging class at Gamble Garden. 
Learn how use  beautiful seasonal botanicals 
to create a  festive arrangement for your 
Thanksgiving table. All materials and container 
provided.

Participants must adhere to COVID-19 
safety guidelines.

GARDEN EVENTS

Holidays at Filoli
Nov. 20 - Jan. 2, 2022, everyday 
10 a.m. - 8 p.m.
Filoli; 86 Cañada Road, Woodside
$15-$38 (advance tickets required);
filoli.org

Filoli is celebrating the holiday season with 
a variety of events in its garden, which 
will be decorated with festive lights. Each 
Monday night, there will be a different 
holiday-themed event, including Vintage 
Christmas, Holiday Hats and Hanukkah 
Lights. On the weekends, Santa Claus 
will be seated on his golden throne in the 
Woodland Garden Court.

ONLINE CLASSES

Fall
gardening 

events
PENINSULA PROVIDES 

PLENTY OF OPPORTUNITIES 
TO ENJOY AUTUMN’S 
COLORS, LEARN NEW 

HARVESTING SKILLS 

— Linda Taaffe

Getty Images
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For a look at these transformations and more, visit Harrell-Remodeling.com/Case-Studies

Award-winning home remodeling and design + build since 1985. Woman founded. Employee-Owned. License No. B479799   650.230.2900 

Home is the essence of who we are, an expression  
of our unique, distinct, authentic selves. These  
homeowners asked for thoughtful designs that  
would fulfill all of their wants and needs. We Listened. 

WE LISTENED  
WHEN THEY SAID... Contemporary. Bright & Light. Optimized.

Functional. Unique. Luxurious.

Multi-Function. Recreation. Relaxation.

Fire Safe. Maximized Views. New-Found Functionality.

 Timeless Design. Light & Bright. Illusion of Space.
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Serving Up 
Fire Safety 

in the Kitchen
www.menlofire.org

follow us




