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Meet Juliana Lee

JLEE REALTY
An immigrant from Taiwan, Juliana came to the Bay Area to
obtain her MBA degree after practicing law at her father’s
law ﬁrm.
After buying her ﬁrst home, a condo in Milpitas with ONLY
a $4,000 (5%) down payment, she was able to build up
enough equity to buy a single family home in Palo Alto in a
surprisingly short time. That wonderful achievement opened
her eyes and began her passion for real estate.
Her most personally inspiring event happened early in her
real estate career. A Stanford Ph.D. couple came to her after
working unsuccessfully with several other realtors. She was
able to buy them a home for 7.5% less than they said they
would pay. The couple’s daughter was born shortly after
their purchase. They named their daughter “Juliana”.

Years later, Juliana noticed that the Las Vegas real estate
market had huge swings. Taking a researched chance, after
that market crashed, she sold an investment home she
owned in Palo Alto, and bought 16 homes in Las Vegas. Then
after the Las Vegas Market recovered, she sold 4 of the 16
Las Vegas homes, to provide the downpayment, and bought
an office building in Palo Alto, using a 1031 exchange. That
office building is now the headquarters of JLee Realty.
Seeing again and again how doing “real estate right”
has such high impacts, she and her team are absolutely
committed to serving their clients with the highest integrity,
earning lifetime clients.
She and her team are passionate to make life changing
improvements for people. One result of this passion was
that Juliana became the #1 agent out of 125,000 realtors at
the large nationwide brokerage she last worked at. Her team
members are all top 1% agents.
Out of gratitude to the community, and from her pleasure
gained improving the lives of clients she works for, Juliana
founded the Juliana Lee Education Foundation which has
been supporting local public schools for the last 10 years
and has the goal of continuing for many more years.

Before you sign a listing agreement, interview Juliana Lee, the most veteran, experienced bilingual real estate
agent, and the broker who achieves the best result. She will promote your home to 35,000 buyers instantly.
Listing Commission As Low As 0.0% (Almost Free) – JLee Realty Special
The Highest Sales Price Isn’t Always The Best Price

Marketing Your Home

• Your net proceeds are what is important!
• Professional remodeling companies estimate the increase in
home value from any improvement. The increase is almost
always less than the cost of the remodeling.*
• The more you spend on improvements, the higher your sales
price will be but your net proceeds can suffer.
• While your home is being remodeled, you are incurring
signiﬁcant costs.
• A higher sales price makes your listing agent look better but the
cost of getting it also often makes your own bottom line worse.
Juliana will get you the best bottom line.

• Advertise to agents who are helping buyers.
• Work with buyer agents who really want to
get their clients a new home.
• Even before Covid-19 most buyers wanted
to get help from their own agent. There
are no open houses now. Buyer agents are
extremely important.

Do you really want to remodel your home to be the best
home, no matter the cost, just so your agent can sell it?
(You are paying for the remodeling.)

Advertisements
• Importantly, Juliana has both branded and unbranded websites.
She has over 500 custom multi-property websites created by
her team, which have been constantly expanded and updated
for years... and they are helping promote her listings.
• JulianaLee.com already ranks on the ﬁrst page of Google
search results for roughly 170 targeted key words and ranks for
thousands of organic keywords.
• Juliana also advertises in newspapers, radio, email, and more,
but most buyers are looking online.
• Juliana doesn’t want to separate buyers from their own buyer
agents. She encourages all 10,000 plus local agents to bring
their own buyers.

Selling A Home That Is Loved
• Reduce uncertainty!
• Make it easy for a buyer to proudly call your home their own
home.
* Come meet Juliana and see published results.

Juliana Lee

Presenting Your Home To Buyers
• Juliana knows what attracts buyers. She
doesn’t want to own and manage furniture.
She manages top professional service
providers. She makes certain you get a
great presentation of your home.
• Juliana’s team includes a professional
photographer, a CPA, a former banking
professional, and others. Her team uses
their expertise and connections to
evaluate, manage, and when necessary
to step in and provide results. Her team
above all else sells real estate.

Negotiations And Closing Escrow
• Negotiations... are as much a search
for solutions as for anything else. The
more “solutions” Juliana offers to a
prospective buyer, the better his offer
will be. A former client who was an ivy
league college graduate with a strong
interest in negotiations told Juliana
that she couldn’t match her in the real
estate ﬁeld.
• The best professor of solving escrow
issues is experience. Juliana’s 30+
years of experience, her passion for real
estate sales, and her tightly knit team
are unmatched in Silicon Valley.

650-857-1000

homes@julianalee.com
julianalee.com
Certiﬁed Residential Specialist
julianalee.com/zero-percent-commission
DRE# 02103053
MBA/LLB

Call Juliana Lee
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ven on the surface, it’s easy to understand
why Palo Alto is such a sought-after place to
live. The city is well known for its tree-lined
streets and variety of historic architecture, and
certainly, it’s an understatement to say that word
has gotten out about its many high-performing
schools and overall great quality of life.
But to hear residents talk about where they live,
it becomes abundantly clear that Palo Alto is so
much more than its (admittedly well-deserved)
reputation as an enclave of desirable real estate.
Often residents’ sentiments are similar —
and undeniably appealing — as they describe
A Southgate home.
welcoming communities that are “close-knit” and
asked residents what they like, what they’d like
“family-friendly,” but how that’s defined is truly
to see changed and what intangible features
unique to each neighborhood.
make their neighborhoods a place they like to
A close-knit neighborhood might mean
call home.
that residents check in on each other when
In this edition of Our Neighborhoods, we’re
they’re sick or share dog-walking duties or that
revisiting
some Palo Alto Weekly feature stories
neighbors are united by a strong emergency
that explore how the compassion, ingenuity
preparedness effort. Residents might get to
and community spirit of residents bring
know each other and build lasting friendships
something special to a neighborhood — from
at regular block parties or gatherings for
Halloween or Fourth of July. “Family-friendly” the Community Center woman who began
delivering homemade meals to vulnerable
might mean close to amenities like a library
neighbors during the pandemic to the Triple
or the zoo and it might also mean a safe place
El artist who transformed her neighborhood
for kids to meet up and ride their bikes —
into a gallery to lift people’s spirits to the
sometimes it’s all of the above.
landscape architect who is turning underused
So which community is good for first-time
city land into pollinator gardens in Duveneckhome buyers? Where can you get around
without a car? And what neighborhoods are the St. Francis.
These stories also can be found on our website
most family friendly?
at
PaloAltoOnline.com/real_estate. There,
Our 2021 guide to local neighborhoods
you also can learn about other Midpeninsula
provides an insider’s perspective on what subtle
neighborhoods: Atherton, Los Altos, Los Altos
differences set the city’s neighborhoods apart
Hills, Mountain View, Menlo Park, Portola
from one another.
Valley and Woodside.
We know that the heartbeat of a
If your area has been overlooked — or you’ve
neighborhood is more than school rankings,
found something inaccurate — please contact
home values, traffic counts and architectural
styles. That’s why in each of our neighborhood Linda Taaffe, who edited this publication, at
650-223-6511 or ltaaffe@paweekly.com. We’d
features, we’ve highlighted the people, places
love to hear from you. 
and activities that best define the area. We’ve
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ON THE COVER Here’s a snapshot of life in Palo Alto’s
neighborhoods, clockwise from top left: Judy Deggeller delivers a
home-cooked meal to Judy Sadoff in Community Center, photo
by Magali Gauthier; a jogger passes by a “masked” fence, photo
by Magali Gauthier; a two-story home in Old Palo Alto, photo
by Michelle Le; a woman walks a dog in front of a house with the
message “HOWDY NEIGHBORS! WE MISS U STAY SAFE” in
downtown Palo Alto, photo by Magali Gauthier; Tom Culbertson,
right, and his son, Owen Longstreth, 16, play vuvuzelas during a
“daily wave,” photo by Sammy Dallal.
Our Neighborhoods | Palo Alto Weekly | 5

6 | Palo Alto Weekly | PaloAltoOnline.com

OUR NEIGHBORHOODS

They trained for an emergency —
but didn’t expect this one
Rather than bandages and ﬁrst aid, neighborhood volunteers
are using social skills to respond to the coronavirus
by Jocelyn Dong
ust after the city of Palo Alto declared a
state of emergency in March because of
the coronavirus pandemic, Emily Risberg
started in on a new routine.
Donning her orange safety vest, the north
Palo Alto resident would hop on her Specialized
hybrid bicycle and, twice a week, ride around
the neighborhood. But it’s not exercise that she
was after, though that was one benefit during
the shutdown. Rather, Risberg was on the
lookout for people — people who either needed
help or could be of help to others.
On one outing in May, she spotted a man in a
wheelchair on Dana Avenue. Risberg rode up to
him and asked how he was doing.
“Come to find out, he’s alone and doesn’t
have anyone helping him,” said Risberg, a
former girls’ sports coach. When she got back
to her home on Tulip Lane, she worked her
neighborhood contacts, who arranged for a
resident on the man’s street to check in on him
each week.
Risberg hasn’t been alone in her watchfulness
over fellow residents during the public health
crisis. Throughout Palo Alto, neighborhood
preparedness coordinators like her — members
of the city’s Emergency Services Volunteers
program — have fanned out, worked the phones
and checked in on neighbors.
“We are like little owls when we go out ...
keeping our radar sharpened,” said Risberg,
who’s been devoting eight hours a day to the
role. “Also, we’re like farmers: We dig up things
that could be potential problems later and nip
them in the bud.”
The Emergency Services Volunteers (ESV)
were quietly activated by the city on March
23 to aid residents during the pandemic. The
program was established citywide more than a
decade ago in recognition of the fact that police
and fire personnel can’t possibly respond to all
the calls for help during a disaster. In fact, on an
average day, only 24 firefighters are at work in
Palo Alto, and as few as eight police officers may
be on patrol, according to a program training
video. In contrast, ESV members number in the
hundreds.
The coronavirus pandemic is the first time
the volunteers have been activated for an
emergency, though they’ve stepped up during
storms and fire seasons, according to Annette
Glanckopf, ESV co-team leader, neighborhood
section.
Neighborhood coordinators like Risberg
are one of three main types of emergency
volunteers, and they oversee the other two:

Courtesy Palo Alto ESV program

J

Emergency Services Volunteers Carl Darling, at left, and Emily Risberg, seated, consult with ESV
Program co-team leader Annette Glanckopf during an emergency preparedness drill, which took
place prior to the pandemic.
Community Emergency Response Team
members, or CERTs, who are trained in skills
such as first aid and rescuing victims from
wreckage, and block preparedness coordinators,
whose purpose is to build a sense of community
through communication and events like block
parties.

‘We dig up things that could
be potential problems later
and nip them in the bud.’
—EMILY RISBERG, EMERGENCY SERVICES
VOLUNTEERS MEMBER

In the first three months of the pandemic,
the volunteers largely provided practical but
important aid. They connected people in need
of facemasks with people sewing facemasks,
brought meals to shut-ins and checked in on
others who were afraid of going out.
“I’ve seen teenagers offer to get groceries for
seniors,” Risberg said.
In the South of Midtown neighborhood,
overseen by neighborhood coordinator Carl

Darling, a block coordinator helped replace an
elderly couple’s broken water heater.
But volunteers also have provided nontangible support, lifting spirits by organizing
“teddy bear hunts” for children and encouraging
daily greeting times, when neighbors come to
their front yards, Glanckopf said.
Admittedly, the coronavirus was not the
disaster that many volunteers envisioned when
they signed up to pitch in during an emergency.
“I’ve been in this program for over 10 years,
and I don’t think anyone imagined this would
happen,” Risberg said.
Mostly, the volunteer group has trained
for fires, earthquakes and floods — urgent
situations that would require swift and intensive
action.
“That’s what’s been so different about this.
With a pandemic, it’s continually evolving,” she
said.
In addition to Palo Alto, a few Midpeninsula
cities, including Atherton, have activated their
emergency volunteers. Others have not, to
the consternation of some of their volunteers.
The unexpected nature of the pandemic could
explain why city leaders have hesitated — and
also why some volunteers have jumped in with
(continued on page 9)
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Neighborhoods see new market trends
arise during pandemic
Sales up in Green Gables, Ventura, Barron Park as families relocate, upgrade
by Xin Jiang
alo Alto may be a small city, but homes
in each of its 36 neighborhoods have
distinctive features and values, and
therefore, attract different
buyers. While the past year
has been an anomaly, the
turnover ratio of homes
throughout the city has
remained consistent.
According to the Multiple
Listing Service (MLS),
which lists and tracks home
sales, the number of homes
Xin Jiang
put on the market for sale
each year versus the total number of homes
in the area stands between 1.2% and 2.8%
across the city.
In 2020, 618 Palo Alto homes were put on
the market for sale during the first 11 months
of the year, a 19% increase from the same
period last year. The median price of all sold
homes went down by 4% to $2.75 million.
The year-over-year trend varies among
different areas. Ventura, the area with the
fewest residential homes among the flat
areas of Palo Alto, doubled its volume to
14 sales so far this year. Ventura had the
lowest median home price among all Palo
Alto neighborhoods last year and the second
lowest this year. It continues to provide
affordable housing choices to entry-level
buyers as well as investors.
Green Gables, the combined Leland Manor,

P

NEIGHBORHOOD
SNAPSHOTS

2020 Median Home Price
Crescent Park

$4.3M

Old Palo Alto

$4M
$3.8M

Palo Alto Hills
Downtown Palo Alto

$3.4M

Professorville

$3.35M

Green Gables

$3.22M

Community Center
Green Acres

$3.19M
$3.01M
$2.86M

Midtown
College Terrace

$2.75M
$2.72M

Barron Park

$2.6M

South Palo Alto

$2.17M

Ventura
$1M

$2M

$3M

$4M

Source: 2020 median home prices are calculated based on single family homes sold through the
Multiple Listing Service from January to Nov. 26.
Embarcadero Oaks, Garland Park, Triple
El neighborhoods, as well as Duveneck and
St. Francis, experienced a 75% increase in
volume with 42 sales. This is likely because
some long-time residents chose to move
out of the state during the pandemic. There

Here’s a look at local real estate
trends in five neighborhoods.

are also young families upgrading to bigger
houses in the same or other neighborhoods of
Palo Alto.
Barron Park had the third-largest jump in
(continued on page 9)

College
Terrace

Green
Gables*

Midtown

Old
Palo Alto

Ventura

# of Single Family Homes

975

1,963

2,188

1,242

376

% of Owner Occupied

64%

82%

80%

76%

74%

# of Condos/Townhomes

356

—

—

—

54

% of Owner Occupied

58%

—

—

—

61%

Average Lot Size of Single Family Homes (sf)

6,500

8,000

7,000

7,700

6,000

Average Living Area of Single Family Homes (sf)

1,860

1,900

2,000

2,750

1,600

Average Price Per Square Foot of Living Area

$1,530

$1,684

$1,576

$1,619

$1,362

80

66

52

63

55

$4.78M

$10.68M

$6.45M

$39.98M

$3.58M

Average Age of Single Family Homes
Highest Price Sold

Sales based on homes that exchanged hands through the Multiple Listings Service over in 2019-2020.
*Includes Leland Manor, Embarcadero Oaks, Garland Park, Triple El.
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Housing
volume with 36 sales for the first 11 months
of the year. On the other hand, the pandemic
triggered a big 50% decline in sales volume in
College Terrace, the biggest drop among the
flat areas in Palo Alto. Home offerings also
went down by 20% year-over-year in the area.
With the University shutting down its campus,
it’s hard to plan for either the sale or the
purchase of homes in the area.
Midtown experienced the second largest
drop in sales with a 25% decline. This was
mainly due to a 14% drop in inventory.
The median price of homes sold in the first
11 months of the year declined in most areas
except Ventura, College Terrace and Green
Gables. The median home price in Ventura
went up by 14% to $2.1 million from below
$2 million last year. This was driven by better
offerings and affordability. The median home
price of the College Terrace area also went up
by 12% driven by a big drop in condo sales.
Green Gables had a 4% price increase year
over year because more big homes exchanged
hands this year. The highest-priced home sold
in Green Gables last year was $4.9 million.
In 2020, however, four homes sold above $5
million through MLS, with the highest price at

Weekly file photo

(continued from page 8)

Barron Park experienced the third-largest jump in home sales among Palo Alto’s neighborhoods in
2020. In the first 11 months of the year, 36 homes in the neighborhood sold.
$7.45 million. On the other hand, Downtown
experienced the biggest price decline year over
year. Home prices dropped 29% to $2.1 million.
Total condo/townhome offerings jumped by
48% year over year. The median home price
in Community Center declined by 26%,
the second-largest year-over-year decline.

Emergency
both feet while others have hung back. Block
coordinators and CERTs have different training
and skills, Risberg noted.
“People who did the CERT training (wanted
to do) triage, search and rescue,” said Risberg,
herself a trained CERT. But block coordinators
have felt their skills align better with people’s
needs during this pandemic.
Within Palo Alto, participation in the city’s
40 or so neighborhoods is uneven. Risberg said
that she could use 10 to 15 more volunteers to
supplement her 25 active ones in Duveneck/St.
Francis, the second largest neighborhood in the
city.
Darling, of South of Midtown, is responsible
for 3,200 residents living between Loma Verde
Avenue and East Meadow Drive and between
Middlefield Road and Alma Street.
In the 2 1/2 years that he’s been the
neighborhood coordinator, Darling and his
team have built up their cadre of volunteers
from six to 40 people. Even so, about half of
the blocks in the neighborhood still lack a
coordinator to identify those who are elderly or
vulnerable or who may have special skills that
would be helpful during a crisis.
“It’s been a challenge,” Darling said of
recruitment. “People are leery of being involved
for different reasons,” from their temporary
status as renters in Palo Alto, to mistakenly

Courtesy Palo Alto ESV program

(continued from page 7)

Annette Glanckopf checks in on neighbors.
thinking they’re too old, to feeling they’re too
busy.
But Darling is trying to push back on those
notions.
“This is something you do on the side. It
doesn’t take much time,” Darling said. “We
don’t require people to be experts. The main
requirement is people who care about people
and are willing to help.”
For new volunteers, the city offers a brief

This was mostly due to the lack of high-end
offerings.
Palo Alto Hills, Professorville and Barron
Park all had double-digit price declines mostly
due to the lack of high-end offerings. 
Xin Jiang is a real estate agent with Compass in Palo Alto.
She can be emailed at xin.jiang@compass.com.

online training course. Since the start of the
crisis, the program has garnered interest from
more than 80 residents, he noted.
“The good news about the pandemic is it got
people willing to think outside of the box, to be
thinking of other people,” Darling said. “People
being at home fostered this whole thing. People
are willing to come out of their cocoon a little
bit.”
While continuing to address neighbors’
pandemic concerns, the Emergency Services
Volunteer program does continue to practice for
other emergencies, Risberg said. In November,
a quarterly radio drill enabled the volunteers
to work through scenarios, such as a car with
occupants trapped due to flooding, together.
Glanckopf said that the group also meets
together monthly on Zoom to train.
With the weather turning colder, Risberg now
uses her daily walks with her dog, Mazzy, as a
time to check on the neighborhood rather than
going for bike rides. Meanwhile, her volunteers
continue to email neighbors who are at a higher
risk for COVID-19 to see if anyone needs
groceries or pharmacy supplies picked up, she
said, and they’re keeping a watchful eye on
homes where there are elderly residents, just in
case they need a helping hand. 
More information about the Emergency Services
Volunteers program is available by calling 650-617-3197
or emailing esv@cityofpaloalto.org. A video overview
of the block-coordinator program is posted at youtu.be/
TOxf9_rGW1w. To contact Carl Darling about volunteering in South of Midtown, email cdarling17@gmail.com.
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List Your Home with DeLeon Realty
a n d re c e iv e the fo llowing complimenta ry services :

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Tax and legal services to review disclosures
and provide legal counsel for issues related
to the transaction**
All buyer’s-side commission waived when
DeLeon agent represents buyer
Dedicated interior designer
Staging (delivery, set-up, de-staging, furniture rental)
} Ì ÕÀÃvwi`VÀ`>ÌÀÃiÀÛViÃÌ
pre-inspect and prepare your home
Property inspection and pest inspection
Professional architectural photography
Professionally produced and narrated videos
Television commercials for properties with an
anticipated sales price over $3.8 million

• Virtual 3-D tour
• Custom home website on DeLeonRealty.com
• Custom 12-page home brochures*
•
ÕLiÃ`i`vi>ÌÕÀiyÞiÀÃÌLi«>Vi`LÞ
the street*
•
ÝÌi`i` ÕÀÃ"«iÕÃiÃwÀÃÌÜiii`
Ì i>ÀiÌ*
• "i>`ÃV>i`>>ÀiÌ}V>
paigns
• >ÀiÌ}ÌÌiÀ>Ì>VÕÌÞ
• Multiple, full-page newspaper ads
• Quarter-page ad in The DeLeon Insight
newsletter
* Subject to governmental restrictions
II ÕÀÌiÃÞv/ i>Ü"vwViÃvV >i°,i«>
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IN THE
SPOTLIGHT

Downtown North

O

riginally Palo Alto’s first workingclass neighborhood, Downtown
North was home to some of Palo
Alto’s earliest businesses. In the more
recent past, professors and graduate
students were drawn to the area because it
was close to the university and rents were
cheaper than in Professorville or College
Terrace. The neighborhood has seen many
transformations, but its location between
the San Francisquito Creek on one side and
downtown University Avenue on the other
has given it a unique urban-rural vibe.

Sources: *Redﬁn.com, October 2020
Responses compiled from past interviews with former and
current residents.
— Compiled by Linda Taaffe

MILLS FAMILY’S EARLY START

Mills Florist, now located downtown on University
Avenue, got its start in Downtown North when
English immigrant Frank R. Mills opened a ﬂorist
shop in greenhouses he built in his backyard along
San Francisquito Creek in 1903. Weekly File photo/
Veronica Weber.
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Photo by Veronica Weber

LOCATION
Between San Francisquito Creek and University Avenue,
Alma Street and Middleﬁeld Road.
SHOPPING
University Avenue, Stanford Shopping Center.
WHO LIVES HERE
Families, young working professionals.
HOUSING STOCK
Clusters of cottages on 50-foot-wide lots; single-, dualand multiple-family housing.
MEDIAN SALES PRICE
$4.65 million.*
NOTABLE RESIDENTS
Dr. Edith Eugenie Johnson, who practiced medicine from
1907 until the 1960s. A neighborhood park was renamed
after her in 1986.
BEST-KEPT NEIGHBORHOOD SECRET
Free Sunday jazz concerts in Johnson Park put on by
resident Scott King to provide neighbors a safe respite
from the indoors during the pandemic’s shelter-in-place
orders over the summer.
REASONS WHY PEOPLE MOVE HERE
Proximity to restaurants and shopping.
PARKS
Cogswell Plaza, El Camino Park, El Palo Alto Park, Hopkins
Creekside Park, Johnson Park.
PUBLIC SCHOOLS
Addison Elementary School, Greene Middle School, Palo
Alto High School.

Barbara Weinstein, left, celebrates a small victory while playing Rummikub with Edith Drewek,
center right, Bill Kornbluh, far right, and Peter Ruddock during the neighborhood’s monthly game
night prior to the pandemic.

A respite from the dizzying pace of technology

B

efore the pandemic forced residents to
spend their days behind closed doors,
Roy Kornbluh was actively working to
keep neighbors connected in an era that can
sometimes be difficult to get to know those
living around you.
Once a month, Kornbluh transformed
his home into a neighborhood gathering
spot for making new friends and cementing
acquaintances. He began hosting “game night”
at his 1920s home in Downtown North in early
2018 after a trial run at a local church.
Kornbluh said while attending lectures about
emergency preparedness, he was struck by the
isolation many people seem to feel. When asked
if they could name their neighbors, many people
were silent. That’s when he decided to open up
his home to neighbors.
Kornbluh takes part in Transition Palo Alto, a
loose coalition of individuals who work on selfsufficiency, climate protection and sustainability
in areas of food, transportation, energy, housing,
health, education and the economy. The group,
which boasts a mailing list of about 500 members
throughout Santa Clara and San Mateo counties,
has hosted conversation salons, sharing fairs,
films, garden shares, book discussion groups and
other events.
Kornbluh, who previously hosted craft
evenings at his home, said game night was a
logical step.
“It’s another way to bring people together,” he
said.
Events such as game night allow them to step
away from the dizzying pace of technology and
follow traditions from a simpler time — when
people met face to face and shared good, humanconnected times, said Barbara Weinstein, who

regularly participated in game night before the
event was put on temporary hiatus due to the
pandemic.
“We like to do things that are neighborhood
focused. There are some real advantages to
having things closely tied in the neighborhoods,”
Weinstein said.
There have been edible tree walks and
applesauce- and sauerkraut-making gatherings,
zero-waste events and garden produce sharing.
Knowing neighbors can mean pooling resources
and fuel-consuming trips to the store or other
carbon-producing activities.
At game night, it’s more about the warm
bodies and smiles and a sense of welcoming and
acceptance.
Participants can bring their own board games
or play what is available, Kornbluh said. Games
such as Forbidden Island, where everyone
works together to win instead of trying to beat
each other, is a fitting game for a group of folks
focused on building community.
“In this area, there is a lot of talk about
isolation in Silicon Valley. People associate at
work or at church. We are looking to weave
people together in a different dimension,”
Weinstein said.
Kornbluh said the group considered launching
a virtual game night, but it proved too difficult.
Instead, he said he will wait until it’s safe and start
up the in-person event in the future.
Kornbluh noted there is more relationship
building to be done.
“I’m just happy I can tell you the names of my
neighbors on both sides.”
More about Transition Palo Alto can be found
at transitionpaloalto.org. 
— Sue Dremann
(Linda Taaffe contributed to this story)
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IN THE
SPOTLIGHT

Crescent Park

L

ush tree branches reach over the wide
streets of Crescent Park, giving the
Palo Alto neighborhood a small-town
feel even though it’s just blocks away from
downtown’s bustling University Avenue.

Responses compiled from past interviews with former
and current residents.
— Compiled by Linda Taaffe

SPANISH COLONIAL STREETSCAPES

Photographer

The neighborhood is known for its Spanish Colonial
streetscapes, which can mostly be attributed attributed
to
the work of celebrated 20th-century architect Birge
Caption
Clark, who grew up in Palo Alto. Photo by Ben Hacker.
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Photo by Magali Gauthier

LOCATION
Bounded by San Francisquito Creek, Newell Road,
Channing Avenue and Middleﬁeld Road.
SHOPPING (NEARBY)
The Willows Market, University Avenue, Edgewood Plaza
Shopping Center.
WHO LIVES HERE
Families, retired persons, empty nesters.
HOUSING STOCK
Single-family homes, many built in the Spanish Colonial
style.
MEDIAN SALES PRICE
$3.2 million.*
WHY PEOPLE MOVE HERE
“The beauty, the architecture and the trees are what
attracted us to the neighborhood as well as kept us
here for 30 years.” — Bob Wenzlau
NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION
Crescent Park Neighborhood Association: Norm Beamer,
650-327-7071; nhbeamer@yahoo.com.
PARKS
Eleanor Pardee Park, Creekside Park.
PRIVATE SCHOOLS
St. Elizabeth Seton School.
PUBLIC SCHOOLS
Duveneck Elementary School, Greene Middle School,
Palo Alto High School.
BEST LIKED ABOUT NEIGHBORHOOD
In addition to the mature trees and notable architecture,
the neighborhood is home to Eleanor Pardee Park, one
of the largest neighborhood parks in Palo Alto, with
a community garden with plots for residents to grow
fruits and vegetables.
PIECE OF NEIGBHBORHOOD LORE
Though there are many spots on Crescent Park not
in the ﬂood zone, persistent ﬂooding has prevented
“McMansions” from sprouting up, as speculative
developers cannot build large houses with a basement
in a ﬂood zone.
Sources: *Redﬁn.com, October 2020.

Raluca Perkins, left, and Elodie Bottine, shown here in October 2019 during the launch of their
MyNabes mobile app, which they hope will help neighbors of all generations make lasting social
bonds that will go beyond the pandemic.

Amid pandemic, duo’s app helps neighbors forge critical bonds

J

ust six months before the COVID-19
pandemic shut down most of the
Midpeninsula, Crescent Park resident Raluca
Perkins, and her friend, Elodie Bottine of Menlo
Park, decided to launch a smartphone app to
help their neighbors make intergenerational
connections and build community. Neither could
have anticipated just how relevant that concept
would become by March.
MyNabes links people together in real time. The
free neighborhood app lets people connect and
offer help through 20 categories, from volunteer
opportunities and tool sharing to “need it now”
for immediate needs, such as a cup of sugar.
And since the pandemic, the duo has added a
solidarity chain to help elderly people who can
not get around easily to do their shopping. The
chain already had several hundred users in Palo
Alto within the first three week’s after its launch
and has since spread to other regions throughout
California.
The duo said they have been amazed by the
solidarity shown within neighborhoods so far.
“Our only hope is that this solidarity will never
stop and that we will remember how strong we
were together during that time,” Bottine wrote on
the MyNabes website.
On MyNabes, users have to private message
with a neighbor when they want to reply to
a posting — there is no advertising or public
commenting on the site. Those making a request,
post what they want under one of the app’s
categories: Loan of tools or objects, Playdates,
Need a hand/DIY, Sport-partners, Pets, Groceries,
Donate/exchange, Meeting with neighbors,
Babysitters, Carpool, Request advice, Events and
celebrations, Teaching/coaching, Volunteers,
Courtesy visits, Garage sale, Computer and Web,
Daily help/work and Need it now.
After making a request through a short post

under a specific category, a user can also decide
the urgency of his/her request by choosing either
“now,” “whenever” or by a specified date. Users can
also choose who will see the post by selecting “just
your street,” “your neighborhood” or “your nearby
neighborhood.”
Lastly, posters choose how they want to
compensate someone for the favor by selecting
one of six reward categories. Compensation can
be a simple thank you, sharing fruits or vegetables,
exchanges of items or errands, a drink, homemade
cooking or money.
The “need it now” category is kind of an SOS
catch-all, and one Perkins said she relates to.
“I was at home and the fire alarm started
ringing,” Perkins said, recalling a frantic moment
when the children were at home and she couldn’t
leave the house. Using the app, she could have
quickly borrowed a battery from a neighbor to end
the noise, she said.
The same goes for a badly needed wrench while
in the midst of a plumbing project or those two
eggs that are so desperately needed while in the
middle of a recipe.
Need a quart of milk? One post under the
groceries category could save a trip if a neighbor is
already at the store.
The categories also offer opportunities to check
on an elderly or sick neighbor. Retired neighbors
can connect with younger ones when they
volunteer skills, such as tutoring or woodworking,
Bottine said. Perkins said she met with some of
her neighbors on her street in 2019 to discuss what
they wanted to see in a neighborhoods app. The
categories align with their suggestions.
“Our goal is to bring a social bond between all
generations,” Bottine added.
The MyNabes app is downloadable on
GooglePlay and the Apple App Store. 
— Sue Dremann
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IN THE
SPOTLIGHT

University South

I

f Palo Alto is known as the hometown of
Silicon Valley, then the University South
neighborhood is its birthplace. Transistor
inventor William Bradford Shockley,
amplifier inventor Lee de Forest, and of
course Bill Hewlett and David Packard all
lived within the few blocks bounded by
Homer Avenue, Alma Street, Embarcadero
Road and Waverley Street.

Photo by Magali Gauthier

LOCATION
Bounded by Homer Avenue, Alma Street, Embarcadero and
Middleﬁeld roads.
SHOPPING
University Avenue, Town & Country Village.
WHO LIVES HERE
Growing number of young families; empty-nesters,
professionals, old-timers.

Sitting in the backyard of their University South home, Ian Irwin and Carol Kiparsky look back on
the nine days in February when they went missing in the wilderness.

MEDIAN SALES PRICE
$2.3 million.*
NEIGHBORHOOD IN A SENTENCE
“It’s lively — and I like lively. You see a lot of people — a
lot of different kinds. Something’s always happening.”
— Dave Bubenick
NEIGHBORHOOD VIBE
Residents here are among the most politically active in
Palo Alto, using their proximity to Palo Alto City Hall to turn
plans for ofﬁce buildings into Heritage Park and to prevent
the building of an 18-story hospital in the area.
“If there’s a threat, then we band together and go talk to
the council.” — Richard Brand
APPEAL
Liveliness, diversity and history; proximity to downtown.
NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION
Elaine Meyer, 650-325-8057
PARKS
Scott Park, Scott Street and Channing Avenue; Palo Alto
Heritage Park, Homer Avenue and Waverley Street.
PUBLIC SCHOOLS
Addison Elementary School, Greene Middle School, Palo
Alto High School.

Sources: *Redﬁn.com, October 2020.
Responses compiled from past interviews with former and
current residents.
— Compiled by Linda Taaffe

A MUSEUM JUST FOR INVENTIONS

Photographer

University South is one of few Palo Alto neighborhoods
that can boast that it is home to a museum: the
Museum of American Heritage. Located in the 100-yearold Williams House on Homer Avenue, the museum is
dedicated
Captionto the preservation and display of mechanical
technology and inventions. Photo by Marjan Sadoughi.
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T

Missing couple survives nine days in the wilderness

he late afternoon hike from their vacation
cottage wasn’t supposed to take more than
15 minutes. For University South residents
Carol Kiparsky and Ian Irwin, the idyllic sunset
walk along a narrow Marin County trail instead
became a nine-day walkabout and a fight for
their very survival.
Their disappearance on Feb. 14 set off a
massive search-and-rescue mission, which took
helicopters and ground teams over and through
the rough terrain near Seahaven/Inverness. Back
home, neighbors of the couple, who called them
“fixtures” in University South, worried for their
safety and met nightly to share updates from the
rescue efforts.
Having arrived earlier in the week, Kiparsky
and Irwin on Valentine’s Day set out on a narrow
trail near their cottage to find a commanding
view of their surroundings, including Tomales
Bay.
“We thought it would be lovely to see the sunset
and come back and have dinner,” Irwin recalled.
As the sun descended in the sky, they worked
their way back toward the cottage. Seemingly in
an instant, the beauty and grace of the setting sun
fell away into a black, moonless void. Coastal mist
enveloped them.
They became disoriented. They were walking
the trail “by Braille,” Irwin recalled.
With the dark upon them, they realized they
could not travel farther.
Normally on hikes, they carry a small pack with
essential supplies, but they were only on a brief
stroll.
“We had nothing with us. No phone, no light,
no water, nothing,” Irwin said.
“Not even a candy bar,” Kiparsky added.
Alone in the cold and darkness, they piled up
ferns on which to rest their heads.
The next morning, they were high on the
hillside and could hear cars and voices. If they
followed the sounds, they would find their way
out, they thought.

“I could see Tomales Bay in the distance. The
trails are narrow here and tend to come and go, so
we wandered most of that morning. ... It was really
hard going. We were beating through dense, dense
underbrush,” Irwin said.
In many places, they would fall through the
vegetation, which had grown over a creek about
five or six feet beneath, soaking their feet and legs.
But they could not drink the water; it smelled of
sewage.
The couple sustained themselves on uncooked
fiddleheads and a few other recognizable edible
plants, Irwin said.
By day four, they became delusional from the
lack of water. They began to hallucinate.
“Definitely, we thought we might die,” Kiparsky
said.
They found small puddles created by water
oozing up through the ground and places where a
deer might have put their hoof print. They tried to
absorb the water with a sock, squeezing handfuls
into their mouths.
At nights, a helicopter flew overhead. Irwin
could see its green and red lights.
“It flew right over us. We waved and screamed
constantly,” he said.
But on the morning of Feb. 22, their ninth day
in the wilderness, they heard faint voices. The
couple called out.
On the other end were Marin Search and
Rescue volunteer Quincy Webster, California
Rescue Dog Association volunteer Rich Cassens
and Groot, a golden retriever.
Kiparksy and Irwin had been found, about 4
miles from the cottage where they’d started their
sunset hike. In Palo Alto, neighbors were jubilant
and organized to bring the couple meals at home
as they recovered.
The couple said the experience was
transformative.
Kiparsky said she gained a new perspective:
“You are just more aware of being alive.” 
— Sue Dremann
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IN THE
SPOTLIGHT

Professorville
A walk through Palo Alto’s oldest neighborhood

T

his quaint historic district is one
of the most highly sought-after
neighborhoods in Palo Alto. Over
its long history, the neighborhood has
survived the 1906 earthquake as well
as a threat to develop a huge hospital in
the 1970s and has retained a distinctly
residential feel despite its proximity to
downtown.

P

Photo by Heather Zimmerman

LOCATION
Bounded by Addison Avenue, Webster Street,
Embarcadero Road and Emerson Street.
NEARBY SHOPPING
University Avenue; Town & Country Village.
WHO LIVES HERE
Families, longtime residents.
HOUSING STOCK
A mix of older, single-family homes of varying
architectural styles.
MEDIAN SALES PRICE
$3.3 million.
BEST LIKED ABOUT THE NEIGHBORHOOD
“There’s a whole variety of architecture. It’s just
an interesting mix. We love the cottages, larger
homes and in-between homes. ... It’s what makes
Professorville so unique.” — Nancy Huber

Courtesy Palo Alto Historical Association

LEAST LIKED ABOUT THE NEIGHBORHOOD
Because many houses in Professorville were not
originally built with garages, their owners have
largely resorted to street-side parking.
ACCOLADES
Professorville is registered as a national historic
district.
HOT-BUTTON ISSUE
Retaining the historic integrity of the district. The
skyrocketing value of the land and houses can put
preservation into conflict with the preferences of
homeowners with big budgets to substantially alter
their new homes.
NEIGHBORHOOD IN A SENTENCE
“There’s a lot of sitting on porches and talking to
neighbors.”— Sandy Peters.
PARKS
Scott Street Mini Park,Heritage Park, Homer Avenue
and Waverley Street.
PRIVATE SCHOOLS (NEARBY)
Castilleja School.
PUBLIC SCHOOLS
Addison Elementary School, Greene Middle School,
Palo Alto High School.
Photographer

Sources: *Redﬁn.com, October 2020.

Responses compiled from past interviews with former
and current residents.

Caption

— Compiled by Linda Taaffe
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alo Alto’s oldest residential neighborhood,
Professorville, is known for its large,
century-old Victorian homes, oak treelined streets and residential character, but
the historic district also features a variety of
charming cottages, stucco Spanish-style homes
as well as brown-shingled homes, Tudors and
Colonials.
The mixture is what makes Professorville so
unique.
The neighborhood is steeped in history. It
welcomed its first homes in the 1890s when
Stanford University professors, who preferred
Sanford home
to own their own homes, began building on the
SANFORD HOME, 450 KINGSLEY AVE.
land.
Physics professor Fernando Sanford built this
Local historian Bo Crane, who leads walking
large colonial revival home, shown above, in 1894.
tours with the nonprofit Palo Alto Stanford
According to Crane, “(Sanford) was the first to
Heritage (PAST) that explore the history and
architecture of various Palo Alto neighborhoods, generate and detect X-rays.” But his discovery,
made in 1893, was accidental and not formally
recently shared some history and stories of
Professorville during a private walking tour with pursued; German professor Wilhelm Röntgen
is credited with discovering the X-ray process in
the Palo Alto Weekly.
1895.
Our tour began standing in front of the
Westminster House on Kingsley Avenue.
WING HOUSE, 345 LINCOLN AVE.
According to Crane, the imposing structure was
This 1893 home was designed by local architect,
built as a residence in 1914 but now houses offices
Arthur Bridgman Clark, whose son, Birge, would
for the First Presbyterian Church of Palo Alto.
become an influential local architect. It was built
Walter Hays — for whom a Palo Alto school is
for civil engineering professor Charles Benjamin
named — once served as the church’s minister.
Wing, an early Stanford faculty member, who
Crane noted the building’s Tudor revival
architectural style, which typically includes half- designed the (now-demolished) Stanford Stadium.
The unique house has a one-and-a-half story
timbering, brick and stucco siding, over-sized
gambrel roof and an unusually shaped bay window.
fireplaces and steeply pitched roofs.
“I found that everything in Professorville is
called a revival,” Crane said. “So you can’t go
wrong if you call it a revival.”
Throughout the tour, it quickly became
apparent that the neighborhood’s housing stock
is rife with a variety of architectural revival
styles, from Tudor to Georgian, and particularly
colonial.
But to hear the history of Professorville, it’s
clear that, as it developed during the late 19th
and early 20th century, this part of Palo Alto
Wilson & Kelly home
wasn’t so much about revivals as it was about
beginnings — architecture aside. Palo Alto was
WILSON & KELLY, 944 BRYANT ST.
incorporated in 1894, and many Professorville
Built around 1904, the Craftsman shown above
residents had a hand in the city’s early history.
was home to Wilson & Kelly, a studio run by
As Stanford University was getting established, photographers Maude Wilson and Alice Kelly.
many of its first professors settled here. The
According to Crane, the studio opened in 1906.
neighborhood also attracted those who provided It appears their portraiture may have included
goods and services for the university, as well as
some local luminaries, such as David Starr Jordan,
students and their families.
Stanford University’s first president. His portrait
Of course, this tree-lined enclave near
is in the collection of the Bancroft Library at the
downtown was not only home to many figures
University of California, Berkeley.
important in the making of Palo Alto but also to a
certain garage — one of the world’s most famous
433 KINGSLEY AVE.
— where David Packard and Bill Hewlett’s work
Michael Stein, and his wife, Sarah, owned the
launched Silicon Valley, which would prove
house at 433 Kingsley from 1935 to 1949. Michael
the re-making of the city and the communities
was the brother of writer Gertrude Stein, who
around it.
lectured at Stanford in 1935. The Steins were early
Here’s a glimpse at a few of Professorville’s
supporters of the painter Henri Matisse. 
numerous notable homes and the people who
— Heather Zimmerman
lived there:
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IN THE
SPOTLIGHT

Community Center

S

prinkled with parks, tennis courts
and even a children’s library and
zoo, Palo Alto’s Community Center
neighborhood has it all, making it a soughtafter area for families. Between annual block
parties, swim meets at Rinconada Pool or
simply walking their children down the
street to Walter Hays Elementary School,
residents in this neighborhood have a knack
for keeping themselves busy.

Sources: *Redﬁn.com, October 2020.
Responses compiled from past interviews with former and
current residents.
— Compiled by Linda Taaffe

A WEEKEND ESCAPE

Photographer

Community Center was a destination for early 20thcentury San Franciscans escaping the summer fog,
and so neighborhood streets were dotted with small
weekend
Captionbungalows — most of which have made way
for bigger homes. Photo by Veronica Weber.
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Photo by Veronica Weber

LOCATION
Bounded by Middleﬁeld Road, Channing Avenue, Newell
Road and Embarcadero Road.
SHOPPING
Midtown, Downtown Palo Alto, Embarcadero Center.
WHO LIVES HERE
Mostly families.
HOUSING STOCK
A mix of old and new single-family homes, including
Victorians and Mission-style houses.
MEDIAN SALES PRICE
$2.61 million.*
BEST LIKED ABOUT NEIGHBORHOOD
“It has everything within a couple of blocks — swimming
pools, the children’s museum and library, theaters, Eleanor
Park, and of course, the schools. ... It’s so nice to be at the
center of all this because the kids can bike everywhere.
Mothers don’t have to spend all their time just driving their
kids from place to place.” — Marvin Lee.
NEIGHBORHOOD IN A SENTENCE
“It’s a very walkable neighborhood and as such, one gets
to know a lot of your fantastic neighbors.” — Peter Allen.
REASONS WHY PEOPLE MOVE HERE
All the conveniences for raising children.
NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION
Peter Allen, pma94301@comcast.net
PARK
Rinconada Park
PRIVATE SCHOOL
St. Elizabeth Seton School.
PUBLIC SCHOOLS
Addison, Duveneck and Walter Hays elementary schools,
Greene Middle School, Palo Alto High School

Bruce and Jane Gee have lived in the Community Center neighborhood for more than two decades.

This neighborhood boasts parks, a pool — and even a zoo

S

cattered with parks, tennis courts and
even a children’s library and zoo, Palo
Alto’s Community Center neighborhood
has it all.
“Everything you pay extra for living in Palo
Alto is across the street,” said Peter Allen,
the neighborhood association president.
“It’s a very walkable neighborhood and as
such, one gets to know a lot of your fantastic
neighbors.”
The Lucie Stern Community Center, Palo
Alto Junior Museum and Zoo, a performing
arts theater and the Rinconada Pool are all in
the relatively small neighborhood that’s home
to about 2,000 people.
These amenities drew more families to the
neighborhood in recent years, said Allen, who
lives on Hopkins Avenue across from the 19acre Rinconada Park. The park is Palo Alto’s
second oldest park, having been established
in 1922.
When Allen first moved to the
neighborhood in 1990 there were not many
children.
“Soon there were 10 per block,” he
said. “Who can blame families?” The
neighborhood’s Walter Hays Elementary
School is consistently ranked near the top of
California’s about 5,000 elementary schools.
For shopping, The Market in Edgewood
Plaza opened this past winter and is
supplying neighbors with a closer spot to

pick up groceries.
Real estate-wise, home styles are all over
the map, said Julie O’Grady, who lives Walter
Hays Drive. O’Grady grew up in Palo Alto.
She said her neighborhood has Victorians,
Mission-style homes and more.
Many of the neighborhood’s small
bungalow homes that were built as second
homes for early-20th-century San Franciscans
escaping the summer fog have made way for
bigger homes.
The neighborhood, along with Palo Alto,
has changed wealth-wise, O’Grady said. The
average home in Community Center is worth
about $4 million, according to online real
estate database company Zillow.
“When we grew up in Palo Alto, you
wouldn’t know who was wealthy and who
wasn’t,” she said. “You can definitely see the
wealth (now).”
Despite the changes, the neighborhood still
has the feeling of old Palo Alto, said O’Grady.
Neighbors are low key and environmentally
conscious, with many of them known to drive
Priuses and recycle, she said.
“You don’t have to be dressed to the nines,”
she said.
To add to the community feel, the
neighborhood has a longtime annual Labor
Day block party. There are also summer
concerts in the park, art festivals and more. 
— Angela Swartz

Providing Exceptional Service to Clients on the Mid-Peninsula:

Los Altos
Redwood City

San Carlos
Atherton

Portola Valley

Menlo Park

Burlingame

Woodside

Buyers, Sellers, Developers, and Investors.

Realtor® DRE#: 01349099
650.380.0085
colleen.foraker@compass.com
colleenforaker.com
Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity
laws. License Number 01079009. All material presented herein is intended for informational purposes only and is
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IN THE
SPOTLIGHT

Duveneck-St.Francis

B

etween the commotion of busy Oregon
Expressway and Embarcadero Road,
the residents of Duveneck-St. Francis
neighborhood enjoy relatively quiet streets
lined with trees in front of nearly home,
giving the area a small-town feel amid the
larger environment of the Peninsula. Before
the merger of Green Gables and Crescent
Park elementary schools in 1982, the area
was known as Green Gables.

Sources: *Redﬁn.com, October 2020.
Responses compiled from past interviews with former and
current residents.
— Compiled by Linda Taaffe

A NEIGHBORHOOD TRADITION
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Landscape architect Juanita Salisbury repurposes
strips of underused land to plant gardens that
provide sustenance for bees and other pollinators.
and for some of the gardens, dug up dense,
decades-old networks of ivy. They also help
Salisbury select sites that wouldn’t otherwise be
suitable for recreational use, due to their proximity
to traffic. In return, Salisbury and volunteers have
taken some maintenance responsibilities off the
city’s plate, since they take care of the plots they
plant.
Salisbury said the gardens not only strengthen
ecosystem resilience, but also have a ripple
effect on the people who live nearby. Planting
the gardens has brought together a group
of native plant enthusiast volunteers, and
neighbors have pitched in to help, too. The
gardens have created educational opportunities:
Salisbury discusses how to use native plants,
featuring observations from these gardens, at
high schools and various organizations. She also
distributes seeds collected from the gardens.
In a more subtle way, the gardens
“communicate something about these spaces,
that there are engaged, caring people in this
environment,” Salisbury said. 
— Laura Swenson

Courtesy Juanita Salisbury

Photographer

Four times a year, Lenore Cymes’ house serves as a
drop-off site for a grassroots neighborhood clothing
and toy drive that she launched to beneﬁt the
Ecumenical Hunger Program. The drives have become
aCaption
neighborhood tradition in which dozens of neighbors
participate. Photo by Veronica Weber.

“

Hell strip,” in landscape design lingo, refers
to the unsightly, often ivy- or dirt-filled plots
between the sidewalk and road. They line
Palo Alto’s Oregon Expressway, Middlefield and
Embarcadero roads, and are typically installed
with the aim of beautifying streets, keeping
pedestrians safe and managing stormwater
runoff. But often, they become patches of no
man’s land where dogs relieve themselves and
trees struggle to grow.
For Palo Alto resident Juanita Salisbury, this
unused land spells opportunity. The landscape
architect is transforming these hell strips, along
with the city’s parkway islands and medians, into
pollinator gardens, which are habitat and food
sources for bees, butterflies and birds. Creating a
“corridor,” where pollinators can reliably find food
along the stretch of land between the Baylands
and Foothills Park/Pearson-Arastradero Preserve
is a policy outlined in Palo Alto’s Master Plan for
2030.
Salisbury always has maintained her own
garden — which doubles as an outdoor laboratory
where she can consistently observe the species
her plants attract. But back in 2016, Salisbury’s
backyard filled up. Meanwhile, she drove
past a 4,000-square-foot strip of lawn along
Embarcadero Road every day on her way home.
“I was like, ‘I’m out of space ... what’s the worst
that can happen if I ask the city?’” she said.
Eventually Salisbury asked Palo Alto
Community Services Manager Mark Ribeiro
about replacing the lawn with native plants. Her
proposal resonated with the city’s recently adopted
Master Plan policy to “connect natural areas ... on
public land to create wildlife, bird, pollinator and
habitat corridors.” She raised funds on Gofundme
to buy the plants and installed the Primrose Way
Pollinator Garden with help from neighbors in late
2016.
So far, Salisbury, along with fewer than a dozen
volunteers she’s recruited, have installed five
pollinator gardens totaling approximately 10,000
square feet that attract numerous species of birds,
butterflies and bees. All located north of Oregon
Expressway, the gardens are intentionally within
walking distance from one another — a short
enough distance that a bee can easily fly between
them. And Salisbury, who received her Ph.D.
in biopsychology and studied animal ingestive
behavior during her postdoctoral work before
deciding to enroll in a landscape architecture
degree program in 1996, now has a much bigger
laboratory from which to observe insect ingestive
behavior.
Before planting a new garden, Salisbury
conducts outreach and gives neighbors a chance to
share feedback on the plans.
Salisbury relies on Palo Alto’s Open Space and
Parks Division for help in selecting and preparing
sites. The division has installed irrigation systems,
delivered mulch, designed educational signage,

Photo by Laura Swenson

LOCATION
Bounded by San Francisquito Creek, Oregon Expressway,
Greer Road, Embarcadero Road and Newell Road.
SHOPPING
Edgewood Shopping Center; University Avenue.
WHO LIVES HERE
Mix of original owners, empty nesters, families.
HOUSING STOCK
Mostly 1950s-era single-story tract homes that have been
updated and renovated.
MEDIAN SALES PRICE
$4.62 million.*
WHY MOVE HERE
Proximity to recreational facilities, the art center, good
schools.
WHAT WAS HERE BEFORE
A vegetable truck farm.
NEIGHBORHOOD IN ONE SENTENCE
“Our neighborhood feels like a family. People know each
other, they greet each other. We take papers in for each
other. We know the children.” — Karen White
NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION
Duveneck/St. Francis Neighborhood Association, Jeff
Levinsky, jeff@levinsky.org
PARKS (NEARBY)
Eleanor Pardee Park, Rinconada Park, Duveneck Elementary
School.
PRIVATE SCHOOLS (NEARBY)
International School of the Peninsula, St. Elizabeth Seton.
PUBLIC SCHOOLS
Duveneck Elementary School, Greene Middle School, Palo
Alto High School.

Landscape architect creates pollinator gardens
on underused city land

Salisbury’s project draws pollinators with plants
that provide food and habitat.

Sell Your Home Faster at a Higher
Price with Compass Concierge

Honesty. Integrity. Experience.
Carolyn Aarts Keddington
Realtor®
650.946.8122
carolyn.keddington@compass.com
DRE 01490400

Compass Concierge is changing the way real
estate is done by fronting the costs of home
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upfront costs. These improvements include
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helping the home sell faster for more money.
Reimbursement is then done through escrow.
Call Carolyn today to learn more about how
Compass Concierge can help you and learn more
at compass.com/concierge/carolyn-keddington.
Rules & Exclusions apply. Compass offers no guarantee or warranty of results.
Subject to additional terms and conditions.

Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Number 01527235. All material presented herein is intended
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IN THE
SPOTLIGHT

Triple El

N

amed after three residential streets
— Elsinore Drive, Elsinore Court
and El Cajon — that run through
the area, Triple El is known as a wellpreserved Eichler enclave with Modesto
ash and Chinese elm trees that line the
streets.
LOCATION
Elsinore Drive, Elsinore Court and El Cajon Way.
Photo by Jennifer Gloss/courtesy Martha Sakellariou

WHO LIVES HERE
Young families, empty nesters, retired persons.
HOUSING STOCK
Mostly single-story Eichler homes built in the post-war
era.
MEDIAN SALES PRICE
$2.8 million.*
NEIGHBORHOOD IN ONE SENTENCE
“Living in Triple El is like living in a small village.
Everyone is looking out for everyone else.”
— Susan Usman.
BEST LIKED ABOUT THE NEIGHBORHOOD
The row of 45 Chinese elm tree that were planted
when the subdivision was built in 1955. “They are the
heart of this neighborhood. They are now so elegant
and beautiful that they are forming a welcoming tunnel
above the street.” — Heather Galanis.
PARKS (NEARBY)
Rinconada Park, Greer Park.
SHOPPING
Midtown
PUBLIC SCHOOLS
Duveneck Elementary School, Greene Middle School,
Palo Alto High School.

Sources: *Redﬁn.com, October 2020
Responses compiled from past interviews with former
and current residents.
— Compiled by Linda Taaffe

PRESERVED EICHLER HOMES

Photographer

To preserve the area’s Eichler homes, a super-majority
of neighbors rallied the city in the early 2000s to create
a single-story overlay zone in the subdivision, ofﬁcially
prohibiting
Caption any second-story construction. Photo by
Veronica Weber.
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Artist Martha Sakellariou has created temporary murals on the fences and buildings of her Triple
El neighborhood.

Artist transforms neighborhood streets into art gallery

W

hen Palo Alto artist Martha
Sakellariou’s fall art launch got put
on hold due to the pandemic, she
decided to share her work with the community
in another way.
Sakellariou, a member of the Cubberley Artist
Studio Program, created six temporary murals
on the homes along her regular shelter-in-place
walking routes in the Triple El neighborhood at
the end of June to help neighbors feel connected
in a time of social isolation.
“There came a moment after what seemed
like a really long time of isolation, frustration
and silence when the need to reconnect with the
outside world felt too urgent and too strong to
ignore,” Sakellariou said.
For Sakellariou, the most immediate way to
connect and talk about this new reality was by
using “visual” language, she said. The images
were all chosen with the theme of “home” in
mind, exploring different aspects of the concept.
“My neighborhood and the people are part of
my extended reality of home, so I turned to that
space and to them to start a dialogue. I was lucky
that they welcomed this gesture, offered their
space, participated and allowed this conversation
to happen right at their doorstep,” she said.
The photographic murals, which depict slices
of everyday life — a portrait of a woman on a
sofa, a dress draped over a fence, the black-andwhite image of an empty room — were installed
on the garage doors, exterior walls and fences of
homes along Greer Road and Elsinore and Saint
St Francis drives, in between North California
Avenue and Oregon Avenue.
The temporary artwork has attracted

neighbors near and far and had some
residents clamoring for similar works in their
neighborhoods.
Shelter-in-place has been an “intense and
profound time,” Sakellariou wrote on her
website after the installation. She described
this period as a time for people to acknowledge
uncertainty, embrace instability and to rethink
and reimagine reality.

‘There came a moment after what
seemed like a really long time of
isolation, frustration and silence
when the need to reconnect with
the outside world felt too urgent
and too strong to ignore.’
—MARTHA SAKELLARIOU, TRIPLE EL ARTIST

This isn’t the first time Sakellariou’s work has
been on display in a Palo Alto neighborhood.
Sakellariou, along with collaborator Jennifer
Lee, won the inaugural “Cubberley Stock” art
competition in 2019 and decorated the exterior
hallways of Cubberley Community Center with
approximately 416 feet of black-and-white images
of community members created by printing largescale digital photos and applying them using an
innovative homemade wheat paste. 
— Karla Kane
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IN THE
SPOTLIGHT

Embarcadero Oaks, Leland Manor and Garland Drive

T

he oak and magnolia trees that line
the streets in what may look like one
neighborhood to those unfamiliar
with the area is really three microneighborhoods — Embarcadero Oaks,
Leland Manor and Garland Drive.

Sources: *Redﬁn.com, October 2020.
Responses compiled from past interviews with former and
current residents.
— Compiled by Linda Taaffe

CHRISTMAS TREE LANE

Photographer

Leland Manor’s Christmas Tree Lane marked its 80th year
in December. The annual decoration of homes along Fulton
Street is a neighborhood tradition that has taken place every
December since 1940 (except for one year during World War
II). Neighbors adorn the street with 72 decorated Douglas
Fir trees and deck out their houses with elaborate holidaythemed
décor, some of which has been passed down from
Caption
one homeowner to the next. Photo by Veronica Weber.
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Photo by Veronica Weber

LOCATION
Embarcadero Oaks: triangle formed by Embarcadero
Road, Seale Avenue and Middleﬁeld road; Garland Drive:
between Middleﬁeld and Louis roads; Leland Manor: a
rectangular segment between Middleﬁeld and Louis roads,
Seale and North California avenues.
SHOPPING
Midtown.
WHO LIVES HERE
Families, old-timers, empty nesters.
HOUSING STOCK
Eclectic architectural mix of homes dating back to the
1940s to newly rebuilt or remodeled homes.
MEDIAN SALES PRICE
$4.58 million.*
APPEAL
Phenomenal location: The three-neighborhood area is next
to Walter Hays Elementary and Jordan Middle schools,
great parks in almost every direction and a stone’s throw
from the Palo Alto Art Center, Rinconada Library, the
Children’s Theatre and Rinconada Pool.
WHAT NEIGHBORS SAY
“Neighbors are proud of — and consequently supportive
of — the neighborhood schools.” — Kevin Carlson,
Embarcadero Oaks resident.
PARK
Rinconada Park.
PRIVATE SCHOOLS
Hwa Shin Bilingual Chinese School, Stratford School.
PUBLIC SCHOOLS
Walter Hays Elementary School, Greene Middle School,
Palo Alto High School.

Judy Koch, who founded the Bring Me A Book foundation, stands in her home surrounded by
original artwork from children’s books.

Spreading the joy of children’s literature

J

udy Koch passionately believes in the
power of children’s literature to spark
lifelong reading habits and change lives —
particularly for children in poverty.
As a retired CEO, she’s in a position to do
something about it.
Koch’s Bring Me a Book Foundation, a nonprofit
the Leland Manor resident founded nearly 25
years ago, has placed hundreds of thousands of
books — in English and Spanish — in low-income
preschool and elementary classrooms throughout
the Bay Area.
The foundation also has given tens of thousands
of books directly to children to take home —
along with child-sized “book cubbies” — to start
their own personal libraries.
“Right here in wealthy Silicon Valley, over 40%
of children are not reading at grade level by third
grade — we should be ashamed,” Koch said.
Koch’s efforts last year caught the attention of
the Library of Congress, which honored the Bring
Me a Book Foundation for demonstrating best
practices in promoting literacy.
“We as a society, as a culture, should say there’s
no excuse for us not to be providing — especially to
children in poverty — access to books,” Koch said.
“I think it’s just fairness that all children should be
able to learn to love books and learn to read.”
Before selling her business in 1997, Koch was
owner and CEO of a precision metal contract
manufacturing company that had boomed along
with her Silicon Valley customers, which included
Apple, Avex, Cisco Systems, HP, Silicon Graphics,
Solectron and Sun Microsystems.
But even while running the business, which she
acquired through a divorce, the former English
teacher carved out space for children’s literature.
She established a lending library inside her
company to encourage her employees — many of
them immigrants from Mexico — to take home

picture books to read to their kids.
Since its founding in 1997, Bring Me a Book has
spawned like-minded affiliate organizations in St.
Louis, Florida and even Hong Kong.
Koch’s home in Leland Manor is a showcase for
her love of kids’ books. The living room is rimmed
with wooden bookcases displaying — face out
— many of the best children’s classics. The walls
are lined with original art by some of the greatest
American children’s book illustrators: Ludwig
Bemelmans of “Madeline”; Ernest Shepard of
“Winnie-the-Pooh”; and Jessie Wilcox Smith, who
illustrated, among other things, “A Child’s Garden
of Verses,” “Little Women” and Mother Goose.
The home also has become something of a book
warehouse. “Last week we had 169 book cubbies
in the living room,” she said. “We can’t have
company because of COVID so I might as well use
the space.”
Recently, Koch and her board members have
focused on efforts to scale up the book distribution,
partnering with a tech startup called Bookelicious
to help with book selection and distribution.
“Here’s where technology is going to help us
make sure we’re getting the right book to the right
child,” she said. A child will be able to go online to
choose a book and have it mailed directly to his or
her home or school, all underwritten by the Bring
Me a Book Foundation or a corporate sponsor.
But even with everything technology has to
offer, Koch says there’s no substitute for a child and
parent sitting down and reading a physical book
together. She also believes every child should be
able to choose some books to call their very own.
“Our core mission has not changed since day
one,” she said. “We want to provide access to
books to children and families in low-income
communities to foster a love of books and learning
to read.” 
— Chris Kenrick

Helping You Find
Your Place in Palo Alto
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& more...
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420 Seale Avenue
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IN THE
SPOTLIGHT

Old Palo Alto

W

ith its leafy picturesque streets,
eclectic mix of architecture and
addresses of some of the most
famous icons in the tech world, the Old Palo
Alto neighborhood is an attractive draw for
tourists and residents alike.

Sources: *Redﬁn.com, October 2020.
Responses compiled from past interviews with former and
current residents.
— Compiled by Linda Taaffe

A $9M PRICE TAG

Photographer

This vacant quarter-acre property on Bryant Street made
headlines in April 2019 after it went on the market
with a $9-million price tag — about double Palo Alto’s
$3-million median home value, or about the price of
what it would cost for three single-family homes in
the city. The property, once part of the historic 1920s
Wickett
estate, was taken off the market two months
Caption
later in June. Photo by Christian Trujano.
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Photo by Sammy Dallal

LOCATION
Between Embarcadero Road and Oregon Expressway, Alma
Street and Middleﬁeld Road
SHOPPING
Town & Country Village, Midtown, California Avenue.
WHO LIVES HERE
Professionals, old-timers, families.
HOUSING MIX
Single-family homes (some on one-acre lots) with diverse
architectural styles ranging from English traditional, Tudor,
Moorish and Spanish Colonial to Post-Modern designs.
MEDIAN SALES PRICE
$3 million.*
DISTINCTIVE FEATURE
Old Palo Alto is a neighborhood without tract housing. The
area began developing in the 1900s during a period of
individually built homes. No two homes look alike.
NOTABLE RESIDENTS
Apple founder Steve Jobs, San Francisco 49erszquarterback
Steve Young, Google founder Larry Page
KNOWN FOR
Halloween has become a major event with elaborate
decorations and a street party that draws thousands of
trick-or-treaters each year.
NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION
Old Palo Alto Neighborhood Association, Nadia Naik,
nadianaik@gmail.com or to join go to groups.google.com/
group/opana_news.
PARKS
Bowden Park, Bowling Green Park, Kellogg Park, Gamble
Garden.
PUBLIC SCHOOLS
Addison and Walter Hays elementary schools; Greene
Middle School; Palo Alto High School.

David Shen sits in his Churchill Avenue home where he has lived for the past nine years.

At the crossroads

T

he 100 block of Churchill Avenue may
not be featured on any tourist maps, but
few parts of Palo Alto better encapsulate
the city’s most pressing challenges — and
opportunities for change.
Located just east of Alma Street and the
railroad tracks, at the edge of the Old Palo Alto
neighborhood, the block is the perfect showcase
for every major mode of transportation the city
has to offer.
Twice a day, when school is open, hundreds of
students ride their bicycles past the sizable singlefamily homes to get to and from Palo Alto High
School, frustrating residents who need to leave or
enter their driveways. Some Alma Street drivers
turn on Churchill to reach Embarcadero Road, the
major artery that runs parallel to Churchill to the
west of Alma and merges with it several blocks to
the east.
And every now and then, conversations get
interrupted by the rumble of a train as it passes
by, sounding its horn and prompting the crossing
gates to go up and down.
In some ways, the block is typical Palo Alto:
tree-lined sidewalks, immaculate lawns, eclectic
architecture styles and residents who know how
much the other homes in the area have sold for.
In other ways it’s unique. The block is ground
zero for Palo Alto’s raging debate over “grade
separations”: the redesign of the railroad crossings
that, under some permutations, could threaten
dozens of homes with eminent domain.
Residents here also have a front-row seat for
another project that has polarized the community:
the proposed expansion of Castilleja School, an
all-girls school located four blocks away.
On the south side of Churchill, one home
displays a “Stop Castilleja Expansion” lawn sign.

Directly across the street, a homeowner shows
support for the school’s growth plan through
another sign.
Helen Tombropoulos, a cheerful 89-year-old
with a generous garden that has seen better days, is
in the latter camp. She moved here 40 years ago so
that her daughter could attend Castilleja.
During this time, the city’s downtown has
become more lively and crowded, she said. But
closer to home, she hasn’t seen much change.
Interactions between neighbors have remained
roughly the same, Tombropoulus said, noting
that they are generally friendly, though not overly
social. Most seem busy with jobs and families.
For David Shen, the rail project — which aims
to separate the railroad tracks from local streets at
crossings — has become both a thorny challenge
and a golden opportunity. Shen said he likes seeing
the waves of children biking down his block twice
a day. But he has significant concerns about the
safety at the rail corridor.
But while grade separation would solve the
problem of roads intersecting with the rail line,
it could usher in another challenge. Some of the
alternatives that the city has been considering
call for raising the tracks on a viaduct, a design
that could require the city to seize properties on
this block of 16 homes through eminent domain.
Since 2017, Shen and his neighbors have rallied to
prevent the city from pursuing such alternatives.
And while Palo Alto’s rail redesign effort
remains a subject of grave concern, it also had one
positive effect: forging bonds between neighbors,
the old-fashioned way.
“It’s funny that it takes a crisis for that to happen,
but in some ways we are thankful to the crisis
for that part of it — that we do know all our
neighbors,” Shen said. 
— Gennady Sheyner

565 Washington Avenue
SOLD

2250 Waverley Street
SOLD

PALO ALTO

There’s no place like...

734 Seneca Street

|Price upon request

3 beds, 3 baths, 11,780sf lot, 734Seneca.com

FOR SALE

1007 N. California Avenue

|$3,895,000

4 beds, 3 baths, 6,012sf lot, 1007NCalifornia.com

FOR SALE

650 Lowell Avenue
SOLD
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324 Channing Avenue
SOLD
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Judy Citron
650.400.8424
judy@judycitron.com
judycitron.com
DRE 01825569
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Discover the difference with us.
GoldenGateSIR.com | 650.847.1141
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We’re leading Real Estate in:
Health and Safety
Virtual Solutions
Tech and Innovation
Exclusive Inventory
Agent Productivity
Local Expertise
Global Reach
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Your home.
Our mission.

At Compass, we believe no barrier should stand between where
you are and where you belong. By pairing knowledgeable
agents with intuitive technology, we deliver a modern real estate
experience in the San Francisco Bay Area and beyond.

Derk Brill
650.814.0478
derk@derkbrill.com
DerkBrill.com
DRE#: 01256035
A born and raised Palo Altan, Derk
has spent his career assisting Buyers
and Sellers in the mid-peninsula. His
philosophy of client service differs
pWUbWKBbs_|TodaadpssdllodMtKWbU
agents. He offers a hands-on,
personal approach to listing homes.
This extends from the preparation
process through the close of escrow.
Rather than handing a client off to
a series of assistants, Derk manages
every aspect of the sale himself.
Contact Derk to leverage the local
advantage.

Supriya Gavande
Cell 650.556.3890
supriya.gavande@compass.com
SupriyaGavande.com
DRE#: 01856590
As a longtime Palo Alto resident with
school-age children, Supriya loves
being a part of this community and
has been changing lives through real
estate for over 10 years.
‘Supriya is hard working, patient, kind
BbMBllodBKVBJ_Oà9W__MObWsO_|
recommend her to friends and use her
BUBWbWbęsVOTtstoOàĆ
‘Thank you Supriya, you have been
BaBWbUsVodtUVdtsÝ9OMdbĆssVWb^
we could have found anyone remotely
KdalBoBJ_Osd|dtàĆ
– Palo Alto, RWC, SC
sellers and buyers

Desiree Docktor
650.291.8487
Desiree.Docktor@compass.com
DesireeDocktor.com
DRE#: 01808874
A local Realtor who grew up in
Palo Alto, Desiree raised her family
here, and knows the neighborhoods
intimately.
“We bought and sold our home with
Desiree. She is very professional
and produces great results. Easy
to work with and she has great
attention to all the little details that
make a difference. We would highly
recommend her to anyone!”
– Mike & Asmita, Palo Alto

Adela Gildo-Mazzon
650.714.0537
amazzon@compass.com
adelamazzon.com
DRE#: 01371327
A local real estate professional with
over 17 years of experience.
“It has been a blessing and an
O{soBdoMWbBo|O{lOoWObKOsdbM
Adela in our path and work with her
as our realtor. Put simply, we owe it to
VOosVBsdtoTBaW_|ĆpadpspWUbWKBbs
goal and seemingly an impossible one,
was accomplished.”
– Antonio & Nuria, Palo Alto

JULIE TSAI LAW
Broker Associate,
CRS, GRI, SRES, MBA
650.799.8888
julie@julietsailaw.com
julietsailaw.com
DRE#: 01339682
• Top San Francisco Bay Area Real
Estate Agent since 2002
• 2019 Wall Street Journal/Real Trends,
Bay Area Leading 100
• Over 80 homes sold in Palo Alto,
Ob_d+Bo^
• Over 60 homes sold in Los Altos, Los
_sdpW__pÛ dtbsBWb8WOz
• Palo Alto resident for over 25 years
• Bay Area resident for over 30 years
Ù_tObsWb BbMBoWbÛ2BWzBbOpO
• BS in EECS from UC Berkeley

Compass is the brand name used for services provided by one or more of the Compass group of subsidiary companies. Compass is
a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Number 01079009
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Arti Miglani
650.804.6942
Arti@ArtiMiglani.com
ArtiMiglani.com
DRE#: 01150085
ăosWĆplodTOppWdbB_WpaÛaBo^Os
knowledge, and strong communication
skills made her stand out in our minds.
We have worked with Arti on several
transactions and would refer her to all
our friends and family.”
– Jim S.

Your home.
Our mission.

At Compass, we believe no barrier should stand between where
you are and where you belong. By pairing knowledgeable
agents with intuitive technology, we deliver a modern real estate
experience in the San Francisco Bay Area and beyond.

Lynne Mercer
650.906.0162
Lmercer@compass.com
Lmercer.com
DRE#: 00796211
“Lynne is phenomenal. She provided
invaluable guidance as we prepared
our home for sale, sold it, and
purchased another. She was in
constant communication with us,
explaining every detail of the process.
We were impressed with her integrity,
warmth, dedication, and attention to
detail. Because of the relationship we
developed, we consider Lynne to be
our good friend as well as Realtor.”
– Palo Alto Sellers

Anna Park
650.387.6159
Anna.Park@compass.com
AnnaParkHomes.com
DRE#: 01473188
Having been a member of the Palo
Alto community for over 15 years,
Anna specializes in residential
sales throughout the Peninsula and
provides unparalleled knowledge that
results in positive transactions. She
is passionate about providing clients
with invaluable market insight and
ntWK^_|dyOoKdaWbUMWTKt_sKVB__ObUOp
whenever they arise.

Denise Simons
650.269.0210
Denise.Simons@compass.com
DeniseSimons.com
DRE#: 01376733

Terry Rice
650.207.4142
Terry.Rice@compass.com
TerrySellsPaloAlto.com
DRE#: 00621581
Real Estate is about Lifestyle
Changes… I have been in the real
estate profession for over 25 years. I
have a strong emphasis on renovation,
aBo^OsWbUBbMbBbKOà |]dJWpsd
help my clients achieve their goal in
BbOb]d|BJ_OBbMsWaO_|aBbbOoà

Jenny Teng
650.245.4490
Jenny.Teng@compass.com
DRE#: 01023687
• Dedicated, respected realtor
in the business over 28 years
• Committed to exceptional,
personalized service
• Superb negotiation skills,
proven marketing strategy
• Passion for interior design and
sB_ObsOMWbdoB_MOpWUb
• Record setting top dollar sales
in Palo Alto
Ù_tObsWb BbMBoWb VWbOpO

Denise brings deep experience, high
energy and honest professionalism to
every transaction.
ăzBbssdJOa|K_WObspĆoOB_sdoTdo
_WTOàĆaMOMWKBsOMöWbUddMsWaOp
BbMJBMösdOBobWbUsVOsotps
and satisfaction of every one of my
clients.”
As a long-time, Palo Alto resident
who has raised three children in
the community, Denise has nearly
tbaBsKVOM^bdz_OMUOdTsVOBoOBĆp
neighborhoods, amenities and school
systems.

Sophie Tsang, MBA
650.687.7388
sophie@compass.com
SophieTsang.com
DRE#: 01399145
Sophie is known as The Fixer,
frequently helps sellers sell their
homes when previously unsuccessful,
helps buyers get into homes when
they previously struggled. She is a
proud parent of 2 Eagle Scouts, a Palo
Alto Rotarian and a Paul Harris Fellow.
Background: Stanford GSB, HP
Bo^OsWbU BbBUOoÛ/ 3 Û
!dosVzOpsOob / /Û!23 / WyW_
Engineering.

Compass is the brand name used for services provided by one or more of the Compass group of subsidiary companies. Compass is
a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Number 01079009
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IN THE
SPOTLIGHT

Southgate

W

hen it comes to location, few
Palo Alto neighborhoods have it
better than Southgate. It enjoys
close proximity to Stanford University and
the shops and restaurants along California
Avenue and at Town & Country Village yet
has little cut-through traffic from outsiders
heading to these popular destinations
thanks to its cul-de-sac-esque layout that
deters commute drivers.

Sources: *Redﬁn.com, October 2020. **San Francisco
Examiner, Nov. 8, 1924.
Responses compiled from past interviews with former and
current residents.
— Compiled by Linda Taaffe

‘HANDY FOR COMMUTING’

Photographer

The ﬁrst phase of Southgate homes, including this one
on Modrono Avenue, were built in the 1920s in “Palo
Alto’s ﬁnest residential section,” which featured “paved
streets, sidewalks, curbs ... and electric car service in
Caption
front
of the door, making it handy for commuting.” Lots
started at $660.** Photo by Veronica Weber.
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Photo by Magali Gauthier

LOCATION
Bounded by El Camino Real, Park Boulevard, the railroad
tracks and Churchill Avenue.
WHO LIVES HERE
Mostly families, empty nesters, retired persons.
HOUSING STOCK
About 230 single-family homes, many of which have
been remodeled. Construction has been a constant in the
neighborhood through the years, with new families moving
in and adjusting their homes to the times.
WHAT WAS HERE BEFORE
A former orchard owned by the Stanford family until they
sold and subdivided it in the 1920s.
PIECE OF NEIGHBORHOOD LORE
Southgate received its name because it bordered Stanford
University’s southern side; original land documents from
1923 banned alcohol and poultry from the neighborhood.
MEDIAN SALES PRICE
$2.7 million.*
NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION
Jim McFall, Neighborhood Watch, wmjmcfall@yahoo.com,
650-327-4428
PARK
Alexander Peers Park.
SHOPPING
Town & Country Village; California Avenue.
PUBLIC SCHOOLS
Escondido and Walter Hays elementary schools, Greene
Middle School, Palo Alto High School.

Volunteers Emily Hong and Olivia Vercruysse place cartons of fruit in the trunk of a car during a
drive-thru produce pickup.

I

Farm-to-neighbors delivery project supports
farmers, front-line workers

t started with a box of cherries. Maria
Gregorio, a Southgate resident and Stanford
University IT professional, saw a Nextdoor
post in May from a neighbor organizing a
group buy of farm-fresh cherries. She eagerly
bought a box and was chagrined when the
neighbor didn’t continue it the following week.
He connected her with the farmer, so she put
her own Nextdoor post up, asking if anyone
wanted to buy cherries in bulk with her. The
response was “astronomical,” she said.
What started as an informal neighborhood
purchase of cherries has since evolved into a
streamlined weekly pickup operation of fresh
fruits and vegetables from multiple farms.
It’s a virtuous cycle: Farms that are struggling
to make up for lost revenue due to the
coronavirus shutdown can sell in bulk directly
to customers, while local residents get direct
access to high quality, organic produce. Because
the orders are made in bulk, the farms are able
to offer a discount, so Gregorio donates the
proceeds to local nonprofits, to fund meals
for front-line workers and to a coworker’s
fundraising effort to provide 3D-printed face
shields to health care providers. Unclaimed
orders go to local homeless shelters and care
homes for the elderly.
Within the first two months, Gregorio
estimated she donated over $5,000 through the
effort, dubbed Giving Fruits.
“Anybody could really make a difference if
you really want to,” Gregorio said.
Every week, Gregorio posts what’s available

from the farms, then people place their orders
online and pick up their orders on Friday
evening at a contactless drive-thru outside
Rinconada Library in Palo Alto.
Marsha Habib, who owns Oya Organics and
lives in Palo Alto, said her 20-acre vegetable
farm saw sales disappear almost overnight due
to the pandemic. Gone was a weekly account
with Stanford University and demand from
restaurants. They had to till under ready-toharvest crops — butter lettuce, fava beans, kale,
cauliflower — that they had planted for specific
restaurants. At the same time, with people
sheltering in place and grocery stores crowded,
demand for Oya Organics’ community
supported agriculture (CSA) program shot
up from 12 members to over 200, leaving her
racing to create the infrastructure to support
such volume.
As word about Giving Fruits has spread, it’s
become a more involved, volunteer-run effort.
Gregorio’s teenage sons have taken over much
of the daily operations, and a local law firm
reached out to Gregorio to offer her pro bono
help to form a nonprofit.
Giving Fruits has expanded to other cities as
well.
Because the farms sell in bulk, Gregorio said
she’s seen small communities form around
picking up the produce — groups of neighbors
or friends who decide to purchase boxes
together and split up the fruits and vegetables.
For more information about Giving Fruits, go
to givingfruits.org. 
— Elena Kadvany

#1 IN CALIFORNIA

Michelle Chang
650.245.2890

Lyn Jason Cobb
650.464.2622

Penny Goldcamp
650.740.1955

Dorothy Gurwith
650.823.4193

Fereshteh Khodadad
650.815.8850

Julie Lau
650.208.2287

Beth Leathers
650.302.2449

Clara Lee
408.568.5576
Clara.Lee@
GFRSVGEPGSQ

Jennifer Liu
650.575.7035

Jenliu888@gmail.com

Gwen Luce
650.224.3670

John Marshall
650.520.5122

Terrie Masuda
650.400.2918

Liliana Perazich
415.297.0125

Francis Rolland
650.224.4817

Sudeshna “Rini” Sen Gupta
408.836.2383
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Judy Shen
650.380.2000
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Los Altos

Penny.Goldcamp@
GFRSVGEPGSQ

Liliana.perazich@
GFRSVGEPGSQ

Jan Strohecker
650. 906.6516
janstrohecker@
yahoo.com

dgurwith@
GFRSVGEPGSQ

FRolland@
GFRSVGEPGSQ

Shawnna Sullivan
650.716.7303
Shawnna.Sullivan@
GFRSVGEPGSQ

Menlo Park

Fereshteh.Khodadad@
GFRSVGEPGSQ

gwenluce@
GFRSVGEPGSQ

Rini.sengupta@
GFRSVGEPGSQ

Masako Takemura
650.847.7272

1EWEOS$GFRSVGEPGSQ
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Evergreen Park

Photo by Veronica Weber

‘Even though we’re
in the suburbs, it is
possible to live here
without a car’
Evergreen Park’s streetscapes boast an eclectic mix of architectural styles.
sty

N

CITY’S LARGEST
DOG PARK
Evergreen Park is the first neighborhood
north of Oregon Expressway to have a
designated dog park. The city opened the
new fenced-in grassy area on a 0.7-acre
area at Peers Park in 2018. Peers is the city’s
fourth, and largest, off-leash dog park.
It’s also the only new one that has opened
since 1993.

ot far from the bustle of the California
Avenue commercial district lies
Evergreen Park, a neighborhood so
quiet one can hear the evening crickets. While
location and access are among the main
draws for residents in this former blue-collar
neighborhood, they’re also attracted to a
family atmosphere with kids of various ages
and a neighborhood vibe that harkens back to
simpler days.

Photo by Veronica Weber

WHO LIVES HERE
Young families, professionals; some old-timers.
HOUSING STOCK
Multifamily units and single-family homes that vary in size and
architectural styles, as well as lot size.
MEDIAN SALES PRICE
$4.21 million.*
WHY PEOPLE MOVE HERE
Proximity to California Avenue, the Caltrain station, parks, the
Sunday farmers market, Stanford University and the freeway,
along with its walkability.
NEIGHBORHOOD IN ONE SENTENCE
“It’s a residential neighborhood in what’s becoming a very
urban setting.” — Paul Machado.
HOT-BUTTON ISSUES
Trafﬁc and parking overﬂow from California Avenue.
Cars block ﬁre hydrants, double park in front of people’s
driveways and cruise the neighborhood looking for places
to park. The city has worked to alleviate some of this
parking overload through its Residential Preferential Parking
Program.

BEST LIKED ABOUT NEIGHBORHOOD
“Everything you need is nearby — even though we’re in the
suburbs, it is possible to live here without a car.” — Irene Au.
PIECE OF NEIGHBORHOOD LORE
The neighborhood traces its name back to 1907, when the
area was ﬁrst being marketed for its proximity to Leland
Stanford’s new university. Further developed during the 1920s
as part of Mayﬁeld, the neighborhood lost its identity until a
group of residents reclaimed the area’s name in 1980 when
forming the neighborhood association.
EVENTS
Since 1999, the neighborhood has hosted an annual block
party potluck on a different street and holds an annual
barbecue at Peers Park.
LOCATION
Between California Avenue, Park Boulevard and El Camino
Real
NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION
Evergreen Park Neighborhood Association,
epna.palo-alto.ca.us/
PARKS
Alexander Peers Park, 1899 Park Blvd.
PRIVATE SCHOOL
The Living Wisdom School, 456 College Ave.
PUBLIC SCHOOLS
Escondido Elementary School, Greene Middle School,
Palo Alto High School
SHOPPING
California Avenue.
Source: *Redﬁn.com, October 2020. Responses compiled from
survey and past interviews with former and current residents.
— Compiled by Linda Taaffe
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College Terrace

Photo by Adam Pardee

‘A lot of my
neighbors
feel like
extended
family
members’

This early College Terrace home was built in 1900.

C

ollege Terrace has been long known as
a place that’s good for young families,
including those of grad students at
nearby Stanford University. It’s near a public
elementary school and several child care
centers and parks. Dog-walkers and strollers
are common sights on the streets lined with
houses of all styles and sizes.

STANFORD’S EARLY
EATING CLUBS
College Terrace was home to at least
three eating clubs, including this home
at 1229 Stanford Ave., that students at
Stanford University launched in 1892
to provide much-needed board services
during the initial years of the University.
These clubs, operated in homes
throughout the neighborhood, quickly
became hubs for social activities.**

Courtesy Palo Alto Historical Association

LOCATION
Bounded by Stanford Avenue, El Camino Real, California
Avenue and Amherst Street.
SHOPPING
California Avenue.
WHO LIVES HERE
People in all stages of life: Stanford students and employees,
young families and old-timers, nannies and Google billionaires.
Some of the homes in the neighborhood are owned by
Stanford to house its employees.
HOUSING STOCK
A mix of architectural styles, including Queen Anne homes,
English cottages and California bungalows.
MEDIAN SALES PRICE
$2.8 million.*
BEST LIKED ABOUT NEIGHBORHOOD
The year-round wealth of activities, including block parties,
neighborhood scavenger hunts and Oscars parties.
NEIGHBORHOOD IN ONE SENTENCE
“We’ve all gotten to know each other really well, and a lot of
my neighbors feel like extended family members.” — Maya
Homan.
KNOWN FOR
The College Terrace Residents’ Association, which is very active.
The group was instrumental in closing off some neighborhood

streets to through trafﬁc from the university and nearby
companies near Page Mill Road.
APPEAL
The diversity of residents.
BIGGEST CHANGE
It wasn’t uncommon for entire households of students to
live together in College Terrace during the ‘70s and ‘80s. In
recent years, the student population has dwindled as foreign
investment money has trickled into the area.
HOT-BUTTON ISSUE
Home Flipping by foreign investors who often leave properties
vacant.
PIECE OF NEIGHBORHOOD LORE
The College Terrace neighborhood predates Stanford
University by several years. The 12-block-long, two-block-wide
neighborhood has been a peninsula of non-Stanford land
since 1887, when farmer Alexander Gordon purchased and
subdivided the property, naming its 12 streets after higher-ed
institutions. The only reason College Terrace allegedly exists as
a residential neighborhood at all is because Gordon refused to
sell to Stanford when the school was ﬁrst constructed.
NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION
Chris Saccheri, president, College Terrace Residents’
Association, board@ctra.org, collegeterrace.tumblr.com/,
ctra.org
PARKS
Cameron Park, Mayﬁeld Park, Weisshaar Park, Werry Park.
PUBLIC SCHOOLS
Escondido Elementary School, Greene Middle School, Palo Alto
High School.
Sources: *Redﬁn.com, October 2020; **Palo Alto Historical
Association. Responses compiled from past interviews with
former and current residents.
— Compiled by Linda Taaffe
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Mayﬁeld

Photo by Veronica Weber

It’s a busy
and vibrant
hub that has
become Palo
Alto’s second
downtown
Two pedestrians walk past The Mayfield apart
apartments at 345 Sheridan Ave.

AL FRESCO DINING
California Avenue’s parking spaces and
driving lanes have given way to tables and
chairs as part of a city program launched at
the start of summer to encourage outdoor
dining and retail services as business
operations continue to be limited by health
restrictions during the pandemic. The
neighborhood thoroughfare, which served as
a test site for the experimental program that
has expanded downtown, now resembles
a giant open-air market with umbrellas,
heaters and tables of diners safely separated
in the street. The dining program, which
temporarily shut down due to stricter
shelter-in-place orders in December, is set to
operate through at least Memorial Day 2021.

Photo by Magali Gauthier
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I

t isn’t marked on Google Maps, and its
size is not extraordinary, but the Mayfield
neighborhood is a busy and vibrant hub that
has become Palo Alto’s “second downtown.”
It is home to a number of offices, shops and
restaurants — most of which line the popular
California Avenue. From cafes and wine bars to
Mediterranean eateries, there is a unique blend
of cuisine and nightlife options that makes
California Avenue a frequented destination on
a daily basis.
LOCATION
Between Oregon Expressway, Park Boulevard, El Camino Real
and Cambridge Avenue.
SHOPPING
California Avenue
WHO LIVES HERE
Diverse mix of families, young professionals, singles, retired
persons.
WHO HOUSING STOCK
A mix of old and new single-family homes, apartments,
condominiums.
MEDIAN SALES PRICE
$4.21 million.*
APPEAL
Even before the city launched its outdoor dining program
along California Avenue in June 2020, many of the restaurants
provided outdoor seating, giving the area a relaxed,
European-style ambiance that is welcoming and comforting to
walk through.
BEST LIKED ABOUT NEIGHBORHOOD
Vibrant shopping and dining district.

LEAST LIKED ABOUT NEIGHBORHOOD
Vibrant shopping and dining district. Neighbors say trafﬁc,
parking and an inﬂux of construction projects can make the
area a nightmare to navigate. “It’s stressful just getting out of
my street,” Jacobs said. “That’s the drawback of living here in
this area of mixed-residential-commercial area,” she said. “It’s
kind of souring our experience.”
BEST-KEPT NEIGHBORHOOD SECRET
Small pocket parks that provide a peaceful neighborhood feel.
HISTORY
Mayﬁeld has a long and rich history. It was founded as its
own town in 1855, but in 1925 was annexed by Palo Alto. The
story may have been different had Mayﬁeld accepted Leland
Stanford’s proposal to build what would become Stanford
University in the town of Mayﬁeld. Known for its bars, the
town did not like Stanford’s request to be alcohol-free, so
Mayﬁeld became an almost forgotten and overshadowed part
of Palo Alto, and California Avenue became the taboo part of
town.
NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION
Palo Alto Neighbors: Terry Holzemer, holz@sonic.net
PARKS
Sarah Wallis Park
PRIVATE SCHOOL
The Living Wisdom School
PUBLIC SCHOOLS
Escondido Elementary School, Greene Middle School, Palo Alto
High School.
Source:*Redﬁn.com, October 2020 (Evergreen sales included
in data). Responses compiled from past interviews with former
and current residents.
— Compiled by Linda Taaffe

IN THE
SPOTLIGHT

Ventura

V

entura is unlike any other area in
Palo Alto. Residents are diverse not
only in race and ethnicity but across
age and professions. The neighborhood is
not dominated by those in the tech industry,
instead, there is a mix of carpenters,
architects, artists and non-tech workers. The
neighborhood is also an area in transition:
The centrally located but historically
underserved area has long been viewed by
Palo Alto officials as one of the city’s most
promising sites for new housing.

Sources: *Redﬁn.com, October 2020.
Responses compiled from past interviews with former and
current residents.
— Compiled by Linda Taaffe

HISTORIC CANNERY

Bayside Canning Company, the nation’s third-largest
cannery at one time, started its operations in the
neighborhood in 1918 on the site later used by Fry’s
Electronics. The company was owned and operated by
Palo Alto businessman Thomas Foon Chew, a Chinese
immigrant who established a hot-lunch program and
housing for Chinese workers who were prevented from
renting elsewhere in the city. Courtesy Gloria Hom.

Photo by Magali Gauthier

LOCATION
Bounded by Oregon Expressway, Alma Street, West
Meadow Drive and El Camino Real.
SHOPPING
California Avenue, Charleston Center and El Camino Real.
WHO LIVES HERE
Culturally diverse mix of young families, professionals,
retired persons.
HOUSING STOCK
A mixture of vintage and newly designed multi-family,
single-family homes and apartment complexes on narrow
streets and relatively small lots.
MEDIAN SALES PRICE
$2.25 million.*
VENTURA NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION
venturapaloalto.org
HOT-BUTTON ISSUE
Ongoing debate over the development of a 39-acre plot of
land formerly occupied by Fry’s Electronics at 340 Portage
Ave. that the city has eyed for possible new housing.
PARK
Boulware Park, Ventura Community Center
PUBLIC SCHOOLS
Barron Park Elementary School, Fletcher Middle School,
Gunn or Palo Alto high schools.

Tom Colbertson, who worked at Gryphon Stringed Instruments for over 30 years, plays a banjo
in the shop.

Local musical institution goes gold

W

hen Frank Ford and Richard Johnston
first met as college students back in the
1960s, introduced by a mutual friend,
it was evident they were kindred spirits.
Despite the friendship-at-first-sight, young Ford
and Johnston never expected that mutual music
geekery to form a partnership that’s lasted half a
century, but the homemade luthier business they
founded in 1969, Gryphon Stringed Instruments,
has expanded into a flourishing repair shop, retail
store and local music hub that celebrated its 50th
anniversary in Fall 2019.
Gryphon, Frank said with a grin, is just another
Palo Alto garage startup. He and Johnston began
getting together at Ford’s Margarita Avenue home
and building instruments from scratch. In 1969,
they decided to become a “not exactly very formal
business,” based on a handshake partnership.
In 1973 they rented a tiny Palo Alto storefront
and also began selling used and new instruments
(today they still sell mostly acoustic fretted
instruments, including guitars, mandolins, basses,
banjos and ukuleles, but also a few select electrics)
and accessories. They also met many friends who
were music teachers seeking room to give lessons,
so they decided to search for a bigger space that
could serve that need. A few years later, they
moved from El Camino Real to their current
location at the corner of Park Boulevard and
Lambert Avenue. They occupied only the front
half until 1994, when they expanded to fill the
entire cavernous space.
Rare in a society where independent,
brick-and-mortar shops seem increasingly
endangered, Gryphon is going strong,
employing around 15 staffers plus hosting a
similar number of music instructors, including
Carol McComb, who’s been teaching group
vocal and guitar lessons at Gryphon for decades,
and Jack Tuttle, a noted teacher whose children

practically grew up at Gryphon.
Paul Jacobs, working at the checkout counter
near a display of handmade “Frank’s Cranks”
string winders, noted he’d seen many local music
stores shutter since he was a music-loving teen
in the 1960s. “Palo Alto’s changed a lot,” he said.
Gryphon, along with Gelb Music in Redwood
City, seems to defy the odds.
Employees are provided lunch each day, Ford
explained, a perk to make up for the frequent
interruptions and busy schedules that make
longer breaks impractical. As Ford worked in
the bustling repair area on restoring a mandolin
that he himself had built in 1970, Johnston led a
tour of the catacomb-like upper floor of the shop,
filled with a wide variety of instruments in various
states of repair, including a banjo from the 1890s.
“Keeping track of it all drives us nuts,” he admitted
with a laugh.
“Our primary goal and mission are the services
we do on the instruments; it’s what makes us
different in an industry dominated by the likes of
Amazon, the big-box places,” Ford said. Keeping
Gryphon going over the years hasn’t been easy.
Gryphon has had to evolve with the times, as
they now, somewhat reluctantly, also do plenty of
business via the internet. During the pandemic
shutdown, Gryphon turned almost exclusively to
the internet to maintain its daily operations.
Alex Jordan, a longtime customer and touring
musician who eventually became a part-time
employee, said it’s not only the expertise and
range of instruments represented but the
community feeling shared by the customers, staff
and especially the support of Ford and Johnston
that make Gryphon a special place to shop and
work. “I’ve visited dozens of music stores around
the country and none are quite like Gryphon,”
he said. 
— Karla Kane
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IN THE
SPOTLIGHT

Midtown

A

nchored by its own shopping center,
Midtown provides a good balance
of shops, restaurants and other
amenities within walking distance that
make this a desirable area to live. Located
in the middle of Palo Alto and close to
major commute routes, the neighborhood
remains off the beaten path and has a lowkey atmosphere compared to the busier
downtown area of Palo Alto.

Sources: *Redﬁn.com, October 2020.
Responses compiled from past interviews with former
and current residents.
— Compiled by Linda Taaffe

WINTER LODGE RANKED NO. 1

Children and adults skate at Midtown’s Winter Lodge
on Middleﬁeld Road during the holidays on its 55th
anniversary in 2011. The longtime neighborhood
institution was ranked the No. 1 ice skating rink in the
U.S. by Yelp users, according to a USA Today article
published Nov. 21. “Love that the rink is surrounded by
seating, tables, ﬁre pits and greenery meant to give a
cabin feel,” one customer wrote on the business’s Yelp
page. Photo by Veronica Weber.
40 | Palo Alto Weekly | PaloAltoOnline.com

Photo by Sammy Dallal

LOCATION
Between Oregon Expressway and Loma Verde Avenue,
Alma Street and West Bayshore Road.
SHOPPING
Midtown Shopping Center.
WHO LIVES HERE
Mix of families, professionals, retirees.
HOUSING STOCK
Original and new single-family homes ranging from Eichler
to Craftsman-style and bigger homes that have replaced
the original ranch-style homes.
REASONS PEOPLE MOVE HERE
Convenient location to shopping and parks.
NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION
Midtown Residents Association: midtownresidents.org
MEDIAN HOME SALES
$2.85 million.*
PARKS
Greer Park, Hoover Park, Seale Park.
PRIVATE SCHOOLS
Keys School, 2890 Middleﬁeld Road; HeadsUp! Emerson
School, The Girls’ Middle School.
PUBLIC SCHOOLS
El Carmelo, Fairmeadow, Hoover, Ohlone and Palo Verde
elementary schools; Jane Lathrop Stanford Middle School;
Gunn and Palo Alto high schools.

Parents David Liu and Angela Fan, with kids Zoe and Andrew, enjoy a walk along Greer Road.

A pleasant throwback

W

hen Ed and Gretchen Hillard
moved out of their Eichler home on
Greer Road to live on their 5-acre
homestead in Oregon in 2005, they were certain
that the Palo Alto neighborhood where they had
raised their three sons was destined to become
wealthier, older and less diverse.
We were wrong, the Hillards said.
The south Palo Alto neighborhood is more
diverse and has more young families than
when they first settled in the area in 1983, said
the retired couple, who moved back into their
Midtown home in 2011 to be closer to their
family, which now includes grandchildren.
“None of what we thought would happen ...
happened,” Ed said. The block is still lined with
Eichlers on one side of the street and other postWorld War II homes on the other. And while
there have been a few modest upgrades, there are
no “McMansions,” he added.
“It was a nice surprise,” said Gretchen, who
didn’t visit their rented-out Eichler much while
they were in Oregon.
After coming back, the Hillards took part in
the street’s first block party — ever. The gathering,
which is now temporarily on hold due to the
pandemic — has evolved into a quarterly event
that brings homeowners, renters and both young
and old together.
Ed said he couldn’t be more pleased.
For years, he had been concerned that
escalating housing costs were eroding the
suburban, family-oriented culture that first
attracted him to Palo Alto.
While housing prices are still high today,
driven by the prosperity that Silicon Valley has
fueled, Ed said, ‘We’re pretty upbeat about (the
neighborhood) now.”

“There’s always loads of kids on bikes riding on
the street,” he said. “It’s a pleasant change socially.”
Ed said he still can’t imagine how young
families can come in and afford $2.5 to $3
million for a house on a block originally built for
working-class residents.
When Ed and his wife moved to Palo Alto more
than three decades ago after he took a job with
Hewlett-Packard Co., they could barely afford the
$185,000 price tag on their Eichler. They had to
employ “very creative financing” to swing it, and
Gretchen’s father had to co-sign the note, he told
the Weekly in 1989. “We hung on a thread for a
year.”
Just down the street, David Liu is among the
newest generation in the neighborhood learning
what it’s like to “hang on a thread.”
The 32-year-old Google engineer purchased
a home on Greer with his wife and two young
children in 2019 after living on a nearby block for
two years.
Liu said he hasn’t done the exact math, but
easily half of his paycheck goes toward the house.
“We drive cheap cars and don’t live
extravagantly,” said Liu, who has rented in various
parts of the city over the past eight years.
Schools played a big part in the couple’s
decision to buy a home on Greer.
“We wanted to be in an area where our
kids could go to Paly rather than Gunn when
they got older,” he said. “We ended up in the
neighborhood because we couldn’t afford
anything anywhere else, but after moving in, we
fell in love with the neighborhood. This is the
first time we’ve thought we would stay anywhere
for life.” 
— Linda Taaffe

CUSTOM BUILT ON LARGE LOT

SERVING THE PENINSUL A SINCE 1958
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IN THE
SPOTLIGHT

Palo Verde

P

alo Verde is a neighborhood of mostly
Eichler and Eichler-inspired homes.
Much of the area’s street plan of narrow
roads and cul-de-sacs was designed by
Joseph Eichler to keep traffic to a minimum
and to foster a sense of community.

LOCATION
Bounded by West Bayshore and Middleﬁeld roads to the
east and west, and Loma Verde Avenue and East Meadow
Drive to the north and south.
SHOPPING
Midtown Shopping Center, Middleﬁeld Road at Loma
Verde Avenue.
WHO LIVES HERE
Families, professionals, retired persons.
Photo by Veronica Weber

HOUSING STOCK
Mostly single-family mid-century modern homes; some
newer condominiums, townhouse complexes.
APPEAL
Secluded streets with less cut-through trafﬁc compared to
other Palo Alto neighborhoods.
NEIGHBORHOOD IN ONE SENTENCE
“It’s always been one of those quiet, family-friendly
neighborhoods, and I think that’s still true.” — Cory Wolbach
BEST LIKED ABOUT NEIGHBORHOOD
Neighbors hold a dog play date at Palo Verde Elementary
School every Sunday morning, and unofﬁcial get-togethers
that often take place at Seale and Ramos parks.
MEDIAN SALES PRICE
$3.1 million.*
FAVORITE HANG OUT
Eichler Swim and Tennis Club and the Family YMCA on
Ross Road.
NEIGHBOHROOD ASSOCIATION
Palo Verde Residents Association: Richard Willits, rwillits@
gmail.com
PARKS (NEARBY)
Don Jesus Ramos Park, Henry W. Seale Park.
PUBLIC SCHOOLS
Palo Verde Elementary School, J.L. Stanford Middle School,
Gunn High School.

Sources: *Redﬁn.com, October 2020.
Responses compiled from past interviews with former
and current residents.
— Compiled by Linda Taaffe

MID-CENTURY MODERN VIBE

The neighborhood is known for its concentration of Eichler
homes designed with distinctive ﬂoor plans, ﬂat roofs and
ﬂoor-to-ceiling windows. Photo by Veronica Weber.
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Sheena Chin, center, stands with her daughters Yonhao Fan, left, and Hanlong Fan, right, at the
play structure at Palo Verde Elementary School in 2017. Chin said the playground is a community
gathering point in the Palo Verde neighborhood.

Famous for its Eichlers, prized for its everyday kindness

W

hen Palo Verde resident Sheena Chin
first attended an open house in the
neighborhood, she was startled to
come face-to-face with the home’s neighbors.
“They were so friendly,” she said. They
introduced themselves to Chin and welcomed
her to the community, offering information
about the area such as locations of grocery
stores, pharmacies and kids’ recreation. Their
warmth eased Chin’s concerns about potentially
moving to a new city and not knowing where to
go for basic necessities.
“At that point we didn’t know whether we
were going to buy the house,” Chin said. “But
they just told us these kinds of things that
seem small but mean a lot ... even though they
were not sure we we’re going to be their future
neighbors.”
That kind of everyday kindness, Chin says,
defines the Palo Verde neighborhood.
Though Palo Verde is famous for its tract of
Eichler and Eichler-inspired houses — modern
homes designed by real estate developer Joseph
Eichler and known for their open floor plans,
flat roofs and floor-to-ceiling windows — Palo
Verde residents from all backgrounds and
occupations consistently highlight the appeal of
the neighborhood as quiet, peaceful and familyfriendly.
Palo Verde sits between West Bayshore and
Middlefield roads to the east and west, and
is bordered by Loma Verde Avenue and East
Meadow Drive to the north and south. The
neighborhood is known for its street plan of
narrow roads and cul-de-sacs, designed to
foster a safe environment for residents.

It’s within comfortable walking distance
from Ramos Park, Seale Park and Mitchell
Park Community Center. The Palo Alto Family
YMCA and Eichler Swim and Tennis Club are
frequented places. For families, Chin said, these
resources are key.
Another big plus is that Palo Verde tends to
see less cut-through traffic compared to other
Palo Alto neighborhoods, said former City
Council member and Palo Verde resident Cory
Wolbach. “It is secluded in a way,” he said.
“We’re lucky in that regard.”
Wolbach grew up in Palo Verde and moved
back to the neighborhood in 2012. As a child,
he often played touch football in the street and
biked to his friends’ houses. “It’s always been one
of those quiet, family-friendly neighborhoods,
and I think that’s still true,” he said.
Diane Reklis moved to Palo Verde in 1979,
and from the beginning, she said, it was clear
that people come from all over the world to live
in the neighborhood.
“There was the private investigator with an
Olympic gold medal hanging on her wall,”
she wrote in an email. “There were teachers,
principals, librarians, stay-at-home mothers,
economists and more. The man who invented
the computer mouse lived on our street. ...
Everyone had a story, but they were all most
eager to talk about their kids’ soccer teams or
the Eichler Swim Team.”
While the Eichlers create a non-intrusive
home environment, residents don’t hesitate to
“bring people out and talk to everybody,” Reklis
said. 
— Shawna Chen

“

Palo Alto is in my DNA.
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South of Midtown

Photo by Veronica Weber

‘There’s a lot
of accessibility,
so it’s an active
walking and biking
community’
South of Midtown includes a mix of original Eichler homes and newer
n
or remodeled multi-story homes like this one on Ramona Street.

A NATIONALLY RECOGNIZED
BIKE BOULEVARD
Bryant Street, which runs through
South of Midtown, is a defining part of
the neighborhood. Designated as a bike
boulevard optimized for bicycle traffic, the
street, in part, has fostered an eco-conscious
vibe in the neighborhood. With bulbouts, traffic circles and other bike-friendly
features, the boulevard was the first of its
kind in the nation when the city unveiled it
more than three decades ago. The boulevard
runs through the city starting just north
of University Avenue to the city’s southern
edge near San Antonio Road.

I

f it’s not the birds singing in tree-lined
streets populated with Eichlers that
brings residents to South of Midtown,
it’s the convenience. South of Midtown is
convenient to nearly everything, making it
one of the most opportune places to live in
Palo Alto. Directly across East Meadow Drive
is Mitchell Park and its library branch and
community center. Adjacent to the 21.4-acre
park is a Little League field and Covenant
Presbyterian Church. Also in walking or
biking distance are Midtown’s, California
Avenue’s and Mountain View’s shopping
districts.

Weekly file photo

LOCATION
Bounded by Loma Verde Avenue, East Meadow Drive,
Middleﬁeld Road and Alma Street.
SHOPPING
Midtown Shopping Center, Middleﬁeld Road and Colorado
Avenue; Charleston Center; Alma Plaza.
WHO LIVES HERE
People in all stages of life: young and old, families and empty
nesters, artists and tech workers.
HOUSING STOCK
Mostly original or modiﬁed single-story Eichler-style houses;
newer or remodeled two- to three-story homes.
MEDIAN SALES PRICE
$2.39 million.*

BEST LIKED ABOUT NEIGHBORHOOD
“I like the international character of our neighborhood
with a lot of newcomers from various places with
interesting and inspiring life stories. ... Our neighbors are
super friendly and very supportive of each other, which I
value.” — Marilyn Keller.
EVENTS
Annual ice cream social at Hoover Park, Fourth of July parties.
NEIGHBORHOOD IN A SENTENCE
“There’s a lot of accessibility, so it’s an active walking and
biking community.” — Lisa Barkin
HOT-BUTTON ISSUE
The redesign of the rail corridor, which runs through the
neighborhood. Closing down the rail crossing at Churchill
Avenue is among the options being considered in the
redesign. Neighbors are concerned that closing the crossing
could compound the neighborhood’s worsening trafﬁc
congestion spurred by construction of higher-density housing
in the area.
NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION
Midtown Residents Association: midtownresidents.org
PRIVATE SCHOOLS (NEARBY)
International School of the Peninsula, Challenger School, Keys
School Lower Campus.
PUBLIC SCHOOLS
El Carmelo and Fairmeadow elementary schools, Jane Lathrop
Stanford Middle School, Gunn High School.
Source: *Redﬁn.com, October 2020. Responses compiled from
past interviews with former and current residents.
— Compiled by Linda Taaffe
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Adobe Meadow/Meadow Park
THE RAINSTORM THAT
CREATED A NEIGHBORHOOD
There wasn’t a residential neighborhood
in this area until a rainstorm hit in
December 1955 and created a lake just east
of Middlefield Road, leaving the cows at the
longtime Piers Dairy on Louis Road kneedeep in water. Manuel Piers, who operated
the 8-acre milking farm, which for years
made local deliveries to nearby homes
and provided milk to Stanford University
and Palo Alto schools, decided to move
his cows and sell his land to developers.
The following spring, developers began
building homes on the former dairy site,
and Eichler homes like the one below
sprung up in 1956 on the south side of the
new Adobe Creek flood channel.

D

ivided by Adobe Creek, these side-by-side
neighborhoods, dubbed as Palo Alto’s
“sleepiest” neighborhoods, share much in
common, including Eichler homes, a focus on
emergency preparedness. and residents who tend
to stay put. Much of Adobe Meadow was built in
the mid-1950s. Strolling down the quiet streets,
one can easily spot the mid-century modern
Brown and Kauffman developments, with a
small smattering of Eichlers. City-owned trees
are integrated into the front lawns. Just across
the creek, Meadow Park also sprang up in the
mid-1950s as a Brown and Kauffman enclave.
Soon Joseph Eichler built 44 homes here as well.
Most of the homes here have remained relatively
unchanged thanks to a single-story overlay that is
strictly enforced.

Photo by Veronica Weber

LOCATION
Adobe Meadow is bounded by Middleﬁeld Road, East Meadow
Drive, Louis Road and Adobe Creek; Meadow Park is bounded by
East Meadow Drive to Adobe Creek, Middleﬁeld Road to Louis
Road.
SHOPPING (NEARBY)
Charleston Center, Midtown Shopping Center.
WHO LIVES HERE
Mostly families with children and old-timers.
MEDIAN SALES PRICE
$2.56 million.*
HOUSING STOCK
A mix of 1950s-era mid-century modern Brown and Kaufman
and Eichlers, many with exteriors painted in bold colors,
including apple greens, creams, browns, natural wood, and in

one case, purple with periwinkle trim.
NEIGHBORHOOD ADVOCACY
Aiming to curb the potential for new, towering homes, residents
in Adobe Meadow/Meadow Park petitioned the council in 1998
to approve a single-story overlay zone restricting height limits on
homes; Adobe Meadow pioneered a block captain system that
also doubles as an emergency preparedness program. About
two-thirds of the 300 homeowners are active members who keep
a stash of emergency supplies and a roster of neighbors’ names
and contact information.
WHAT NEIGHBORS SAY
“There aren’t that many people who move out. ... It’s actually
a very stable neighborhood.” — Arthur Keller, Adobe Meadow
resident.
EVENTS
Adobe Meadow’s Grove Avenue and Corina Way started
hosting block parties in the 1980s, and now there’s an annual
neighborhood party in Ramos Park in the fall; Fourth of July party
in Meadow Park, which is open to everyone.
NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION
Adobe Meadow Neighborhood Association, info@adobemeadow.
org, adobemeadow.org, president: Chip Wytmar.
PARKS
Don Jesus Ramos Park; Mitchell Park.
PRIVATE SCHOOLS
Challenger School.
PUBLIC SCHOOLS
Fairmeadow Elementary School, Jane Lathrop Stanford Middle
School, Gunn High School.
Source: *Redﬁn.com, October 2020. Responses compiled from
past interviews with former and current residents.
— Compiled by Linda Taaffe

Charleston Gardens
A BANKRUPT DEVELOPMENT
Charleston Gardens was first named and
developed in 1951, but during building, the
initial developer, Williams & Burroughs,
went bankrupt and sold its available sites
to Joseph Eichler. As a result, homes of
multiple styles, including mid-century
modern homes and this ranch-style
homes like this one built on Sutherland in
1951, may be seen interspersed with one
another. The neighborhood was absorbed
into a nearby Eichler development called
Charleston Terrace for a time before
eventually reverting back to its original
identity of Charleston Gardens.

Photo by Veronica Weber
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A

lthough surrounded by three busy
streets, Charleston Gardens is a
serene area. On a mid-day stroll
around the tree-shaded neighborhood, the
loudest sound heard is birds chirping, and
the streets are nearly free of cars. Portable
basketball hoops are common, with children
often seen playing on late afternoons.

LOCATION
Bounded by Middleﬁeld Road, East Charleston Road,
Montrose Avenue, Sutherland Drive.
SHOPPING
Charleston Center, San Antonio Shopping Center.
WHO LIVES HERE
Retired original residents, empty nesters and families.
HOUSING STOCK
Single-family residences: Ranch-style homes, Eichlers and
newer-construction homes.
MEDIAN SALES PRICE
$1.2 million.*
APPEAL
Proximity to the library and walkability to Herbert Hoover
and Fairmeadow elementary schools and Jane Lathrop
Stanford Middle School. Palo Alto’s and Mountain
View’s downtowns are just a 10-minute drive from the
neighborhood, and the San Antonio Caltrain station is a
20-minute walk.

NEIGHBORHOOD IN A SENTENCE
“Despite its convenience to everything, our Charleston
Gardens neighborhood maintains a decidedly tranquil and
peaceful quality of life. ... So, would I recommend moving
to this prime real estate location? You betcha.” — Naomi
Wang.
BEST LIKE ABOUT NEIGHBORHOOD
The generosity of its residents. Neighbors are known
to share homegrown vegetables and ﬂock together for
outdoor movie nights, potlucks and an annual block party
held every year in late September.
WHAT NEIGHBORS SAY
“The neighbors are great. On any particular evening while
walking around the neighborhood, I bump into at least one
neighbor and spend time catching up. Most everyone is
familiar and friendly.” — Scott Fullam.
PARK
Mitchell Park.
PRIVATE SCHOOLS
Challenger School, Gideon Hausner Jewish Day School,
Kehillah Jewish High School, Palo Alto Prep School.
PUBLIC SCHOOLS
Fairmeadow or Hoover elementary schools, Jane Lathrop
Stanford Middle School, Gunn High School.

Source: *Redﬁn.com, October 2020. Responses compiled
from past interviews with former and current residents.
— Compiled by Linda Taaffe

The Greenhouse

Photo by Veronica Weber

‘It’s one of the few condo
complexes with grounds
where you can look out your
window and see trees’
Chris Brosnan, a resident of The Greenhouse, walks his dogs down
wn one of the many tree-lined paths.

T

‘SERENE, GREEN, FRESH
AND CLEAN’
When condominiums at the Greenhouse
went on the market in 1974, local
newspaper ads described the homes as
“serene, green, fresh and clean.” Each
unit had a garage large enough to park a
Lincoln Continental. The grounds were
planted with tulip trees, rolling lawns,
white alders, mock oranges and olive
trees, and the complex featured a new
environmental fitness system developed
in Switzerland called The Parcourse.
Two-bedroom condominiums started at
$34,950.

he Greenhouse, two adjoining
condominium complexes at the
southernmost end of Palo Alto, has
been attracting residents with its spacious
landscaped grounds and convenient location
since 1975.

Photo by Veronica Weber

LOCATION
777 San Antonio Road, between Middleﬁeld Road and
Fabian Way.
SHOPPING
The Village at San Antonio, San Antonio Shopping Center,
Charleston Plaza, Costco Warehouse.
HOUSING STOCK
A mix of three-bedroom, two-bath units and smaller twobedroom units with either one or two baths. Each condo
complex has its own clubhouse and swimming pool and is
surrounded by trees, walking paths, lawns and a par course.
WHO LIVES HERE
Single adults, young families, empty nesters.
MEDIAN LISTING PRICE
$1.14 million.*
WHY PEOPLE MOVE HERE
The size of the units, location and spacious 15-acre
grounds; the convenience of not having the maintenance,
upkeep or gardening that comes with being a homeowner.
PIECE OF NEIGHBORHOOD LORE
Developed by the Alpha Land Company, the complex
was named for the greenhouses once owned by Bell
Nurseries, after plans to build a K-Mart on the site fell

through in the early 1970s.
BEST LIKED ABOUT NEIGHBORHOOD
“In a way, you get the best of both worlds. You get
the comfort and privacy of a home, with little of the
responsibility for upkeep.” — Paul Luskin.
LEAST LIKED ABOUT NEIGHBORHOOD
Trafﬁc along San Antonio Road.
NEIGHBORHOOD IN ONE SENTENCE
“It’s one of the few condo complexes with grounds, where
you can look out your window and see trees.” — Lee Thé.
FAVORITE NEIGHBORHOOD HANG OUT
Piazza’s grocery store at Charleston Plaza (there’s a
pedestrian shortcut behind the complex to the shopping
center).
NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION
Palo Alto Greenhouse Homeowners Association, Ralph
Cahn, treasurer, 650-858-1012; The Compass Management
Group Inc., 650-563-9900.
PARK (NEARBY)
Mitchell Park.
PUBLIC SCHOOLS
Fairmeadow Elementary, Jane Lathrop Stanford Middle
School, Gunn High School.

Source: *Realtor.com. **The San Mateo Times, Oct. 12,
1974. Responses compiled from past interviews with former
and current residents.
— Compiled by Linda Taaffe
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St. Claire Gardens

L

BUILT FOR LARGE,
CATHOLIC FAMILIES
The Roman Catholic Archdiocese of San
Francisco reportedly developed St. Claire
Gardens in the early 1950s with large
(four- and six-bedroom) conventional-style
homes to accommodate large Catholic
families. Located near the 1950s-era
Fairmeadow neighborhood developed by
Joseph Eichler, the subdivision reflects a
departure from the mid-century modern
craze in Palo Alto at that time.

ocated in the heart of Palo Alto, St.
Claire Gardens might not be as famous
as Old Palo Alto or Midtown, but the
tree-lined neighborhood has been a soughtafter destination for families ever since it was
developed with large, two-story homes in
the 1950s. As it has evolved and grown over
the years, the neighborhood has become a
welcoming place for families and seniors alike.

Photo by Veronica Weber

LOCATION
St. Claire Drive, St. Michaels Drive and St. Michaels Court.
SHOPPING
Midtown Shopping Center, Middleﬁeld Road at Loma Verde
Avenue.
WHO LIVES HERE
Young families, retired persons, empty nesters.
HOUSING STOCK
Mostly three-, four-, ﬁve-bedroom houses developed in the
early 1950s.
MEDIAN SALES PRICE
$2.39 million.*
APPEAL
The neighborhood is located conveniently close to Midtown
and its stores and restaurants.
“It’s close to shopping. It’s close to libraries. It’s close to
everything.” — Sandy Hinzmann.
NEIGHBORHOOD VIBE
St. Claire Gardens is a neighborhood where families and

individuals at all stages of life can live peacefully all the while
feeling respected and welcomed.
NEIGHBORHOOD IN A SENTENCE
“It’s a feeling of a community where people know each
other but they don’t live in each other’s houses. There’s a fair
amount of privacy, but if you need somebody to talk to or
need something done, there is always someone around.” —
Judy Ocken.
KNOWN FOR
The tree in front of the Baerg residence that is large enough
to hang out over the street and beautiful enough for the city
arborist to consider it a “heritage tree.” The property owners
put 1,000 or so LED lights up in the tree and turn them on
throughout the year, not just at Christmas.
EVENTS
Annual Labor Day picnic. The neighborhood park is closed off
for the event, and only St. Claire Gardens residents are able to
attend. This is a tradition that has been taking place for nearly
20 years.
PARKS (NEARBY)
Hoover Park, Mitchell Park.
PRIVATE SCHOOLS
Keys School.
PUBLIC SCHOOLS
El Carmelo Elementary School, Jane Lathrop Stanford Middle
School, Gunn High School.
Source: *Redﬁn.com, October 2020. Responses compiled from
past interviews with former and current residents.
— Compiled by Linda Taaffe

Greendell
THE FORGOTTEN RANCHERS
The neighborhood derives much of its
identity from its Eichler homes, which
sprouted up throughout the area in the
mid-1950s, but Greendell was predated by
a community of ranch-style homes, such
as the one below, called Fairfield Estates, a
name that faded with its transformation after
Eichler came along and started developing
the area. “Nobody recognizes Fairfield
Estates,” said Warren Storkman, who moved
into his ranch-style house in 1955, “and we
were the first group to be in this part of Palo
Alto. We were an isolated tract of homes, and
we were able to see Eichler come marching
toward us, building his houses and pushing
the cows out of the pastures.”

Photo by Veronica Weber
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L

ocated within the environs of commercial
areas in the southern outskirts of Palo
Alto is Greendell, a placid neighborhood
of 1950s ranch-style homes and Eichlers that
has long attracted engineers looking for a
short, and often bikeable, commute to nearby
tech campuses.
LOCATION
Between Ferne Avenue, San Antonio Avenue and Mackay
Drive.
SHOPPING
Charleston Shopping Center, The Village at San Antonio
HOUSING STOCK
Mostly Eichlers, some ranch-style homes.
WHO LIVES HERE
Families, tech workers, old-timers, empty nesters.
WHY PEOPLE MOVE HERE
Schools; proximity to nearby tech campuses and activities at
Cubberley Community Center.
MEDIAN SALES PRICE
$1.63 million.*
NEIGHBORHOOD IN ONE SENTENCE
“Greendell is well connected, and neighbors look out for
each other.” — Nadia Keshavjee.
APPEAL
The convenience of having all the perks of Palo Alto without
as much of the congestion that comes with living closer to
Stanford University.

EVENTS
The neighborhood hosts an annual block party on Labor Day
weekend that usually brings together about 130-150 people
with things like bounce houses, dunk tanks and cotton
candy.
WHAT WAS HERE BEFORE
A walnut orchard.
WHAT NEIGHBORS SAY
“We moved here because of the perfect combination of
having space to ourselves in this quiet area, but being within
10 minutes of restaurants and parks and shopping centers.”
— Neesha Dixit.
NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION
Greendell Neighborhood Association, admin@greendell.org;
650-485-1335.
PARKS
Greenmeadow Park (private), Mitchell Park.
PRIVATE SCHOOLS (NEARBY)
Palo Alto Prep School, Gideon Hausner Jewish Day School.
PUBLIC SCHOOLS
Fairmeadow Elementary School, Jane Lathrop Stanford
Middle School, Gunn High School.

Source: *Redﬁn.com, October 2020. Responses compiled
from survey and past interviews with former and current
residents.
— Compiled by Linda Taaffe

San Alma

A

FROM BULL A FIGHTING
RING TO TOWN HOUSES
Don Secundo Robles, who purchased
all of the land that is now Palo Alto in
1847, transformed a former sheep herder’s
adobe shelter built at the site for Mission
Santa Clara Pastoria into his home, which
became a center for social life with its own
ring for bear baiting and bull fighting. The
home stood near today’s corner of Alma
Street and Ferne Avenue until 1906 when
it collapsed in the earthquake. A plaque at
the site commemorates historic site. **

t the southern end of Palo Alto lies
a townhouse complex with all the
ingredients for an active neighborhood:
history, friendship and a strong sense of
community. San Alma, named for the intersection
of San Antonio Avenue and Alma Street where
an adobe from the rancho era once stood, was
designed by architect John Brooks Boyd, who also
designed homes for Joseph Eichler.

Courtesy Palo Alto Historical Association

LOCATION
East of Alma Street, off San Antonio Avenue (including Ponce Drive
and Hemlock Court).
SHOPPING
San Antonio Shopping Center, The Village at San Antonio Center.
WHO LIVES HERE
Original homeowners from 1975, newer families. The development
attracts a diverse socio-economic mix, including school district
employees to high-tech engineers and researchers and a
professional dog trainer. “Ethnically, we’re sort of a microcosm of
Palo Alto.” — Barbara Best.
MEDIAN SALES PRICE
N/A
HOUSING STOCK
Consists of 26 townhouses and eight below-market-rate
condominium; The one- and two-story townhouses range from
about 1,500 to 1,777 square feet, with small private backyards.
The front yards — planted with liquidambar, crepe myrtle and
olive trees — are considered part of the common area, along
with the swimming pool, that is maintained by the homeowners’
association.

PIECE OF NEIGHBORHOOD LORE
The city of Palo Alto designated the 60-foot-tall American Elm
that the neighborhood was built around in 1974 Heritage Tree
No. 6 because of its historical signiﬁcance as being on the site
of the Don Secundo Robles adobe dating back to 1840.
BEST LIKED ABOUT NEIGHBORHOOD
Residents regularly come together for the betterment of the
community. In the past, residents have come together to vote
on paint colors, discuss sustainability practices, emergency
preparedness and make other community-wide decisions.
EVENTS
The neighborhood regularly holds community picnics and
gatherings.
NEIGHBORHOOD IN A SENTENCE
“We have a small neighborhood, so it is easy for us to all know
one another.” — Barbara Best.
NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION
Barbara Best, president, San Alma Association, 650-704-2160,
barbarabest@gmail.com.
PARKS
Greenmeadow Park (private); Mitchell Park (nearby), 600 East
Meadow Drive.
PRIVATE SCHOOLS (NEARBY)
Palo Alto Prep School, Gideon Hausner Jewish Day School.
PUBLIC SCHOOLS
Herbert Hoover Elementary School, Fairmeadow Elementary
School, Jane Lathrop Stanford Middle School, Gunn High
School, Greendell Elementary School.

Source: ** Historic city marker located at the site. Responses
compiled from past interviews with former and current residents.
— Compiled by Linda Taaffe

Walnut Grove
A ‘WOODED AND FOG-FREE’
NEIGHBORHOOD
When Eichler Homes debuted its
six home styles in the Walnut Grove
subdivision in 1953, the company
advertised the 34 available lots as “wooded”
8,000-square-foot parcels. New homes in the
“lovely walnut orchard in fog-free Palo Alto”
sold for $19,950 to $21,000, according to
newspaper ads.

P

alo Alto’s Walnut Grove stands out
for its signature Eichler and Burke &
Wyatt homes and its hallmark singlestory structures, but the tiny neighborhood
frequently finds itself overlooked and lumped
in with nearby Greenmeadow.

Photo by Veronica Weber

LOCATION
Bounded by East Charleston Road, Alma Street and Adobe
Creek.
WHO LIVES HERE
Mostly old-timers and retired persons, but there’s been an
increasing number of young families in recent years.
HOUSING STOCK
Mostly one-story Mid-century modern homes that have
retained their original character.
SHOPPING
Charleston Plaza, San Antonio Shopping Center.
REASONS WHY PEOPLE MOVE HERE
Somewhat more affordable than other parts of Palo Alto.
MEDIAN SALES PRICE
$1.63 million.*
NEIGHBORHOOD VIBE
While many areas of Palo Alto are seeing newer residents
purchase homes to rebuild larger ones on their lots, Walnut
Grove residents have put measures in place — including
a single-story overlay enacted in 1992 — to ensure the
neighborhood retains its original 1950s charm. “Our
neighborhood has, for the most part, managed to retain its
character.” — Ron Pyszka

BEST LIKED ABOUT THE NEIGHBORHOOD
Its walkability and proximity to public transportation, as well
as the Charleston Shopping Center, Mitchell Park, the YMCA
and the Palo Alto Library. “Walnut Grove is very kid friendly. ...
All the after-school activities such as music, tennis, swimming
and classes take place in a one-mile radius around Walnut
Grove. There’s a great store nearby — Piazza’s Fine Foods. You
can walk there, get your groceries and come home to make
dinner.” — Samir Mittal.
WHAT WAS HERE BEFORE
A walnut orchard.
NEIGHBORHOOD IN A SENTENCE
“The neighborhood is only about three blocks deep,” he
continued. “It’s very small; it’s very nice. There are no real big
neighborhood controversies or issues. There’s not an awful
lot of turnover. We are fortunate with our neighbors.” — Ron
Pyszka.
NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION
Walnut Grove Homeowners’ Association, Vipul Vyas, vipul.
vyas@gmail.com
PARKS
Greenmeadow Park (private); Mitchell Park.
PRIVATE SCHOOLS
Palo Alto Prep School, Gideon Hausner Jewish Day School.
PUBLIC SCHOOLS
Fairmeadow Elementary School, Jane Lathrop Stanford Middle
School, Gunn High School.
Source: *Redﬁn.com, October 2020. Responses compiled from
past interviews with former and current residents.
— Compiled by Linda Taaffe
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IN THE
SPOTLIGHT

Greenmeadow

B

ack in the early 1950s, Joseph Eichler
imagined a neighborhood where
average working-class families could
live in a tight-knit community of affordable
luxury homes. That dream became the
Greenmeadow neighborhood in south Palo
Alto, where Eichler’s 270-home subdivision
and community park still live on today.
The houses in his 22-block Greenmeadow
subdivision are immediately recognizable
by their stylized single-story designs that
include flat roofs and floor-to-ceiling
windows.

Source: *Redﬁn.com, October 2020. Responses compiled
from past interviews with former and current residents.
— Compiled by Linda Taaffe

A PLANNED COMMUNITY

Greenmeadow was a planned Eichler community
developed with 270 homes, a community center with a
pool and a neighborhood park, which reportedly was the
prototype for the Sunset Magazine Garden in Menlo Park.
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Photo by Sue Dremann

LOCATION
Between Alma Street and Nelson Drive, Ferne Avenue,
Ferne Court and Ben Lomond Drive, and Parkside and
Creekside drives.
SHOPPING
Charleston Center, Midtown, The Village at San Antonio.
WHO LIVES HERE
Families, retired persons, old-timers.
HOUSING STOCK
1950s Eichler homes.
MEDIAN SALES PRICE
$1.63 million.*
NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION
Greenmeadow Community Association,
info@greenmeadow.org, greenmeadow.org
PARKS
Greenmeadow Park (private), Mitchell Park.
PRIVATE SCHOOLS
Challenger School, Keys School, Gideon Hausner Jewish
Day School, Kehillah High School, Girls Middle Schooland
Bowman International School.
PUBLIC SCHOOLS
Fairmeadow Elementary, Jane Lathrop Stanford Middle
School, Gunn High School.
NEIGHBORHOOD IN A SENTENCE
“For children and parents, many friendships start at the
neighborhood pool.” — Penny Ellson
LOCAL ORGANIZATIONS
The Greenmeadow Community Association features nine
different, very active committees, including a swim team
and its own architectural review committee.

Lisa Knox, left, Greenmeadow Community Association social committee chairwoman, and Jeff
Kmetec, association vice president, sit in the great room at the newly built clubhouse.

Eichler’s utopia gets an upgrade

L

istening closely and with a little imagination,
one can almost hear phantoms of laughter,
clinking glasses and the camaraderie that
has taken place so often since the Greenmeadow
Community Association clubhouse opened
in October 2018. Prior to the pandemic, the
clubhouse hosted many festivities, including
“date night,” where parents could drop their kids
off for three hours, block parties, football preview
parties, quarterly luncheons for seniors and a
Santa party.
The clubhouse’s 2,100-square-foot great room
and kitchen were the culmination of more than
five years of planning and efforts by members of
the Greenmeadow neighborhood. The community
saved, fundraised and secured a loan to renovate
the aging center and swimming pool that
developer Joseph Eichler built in the 1950s.
Eichler designed the community center —
which includes a park with towering redwoods, a
4,350-square-foot six-lane pool and a preschool
— with the intention of creating a true community
among his tract of 300 homes. But the people living
in those homes decided they would go one step in
furtherance of that vision for the 21st century.
The $2-million clubhouse (the cost includes the
furnishings), designed by Kobza Associates, broke
ground in mid-January 2018 and opened about
10 months later. It complements the surrounding
Eichler-community architecture, with floor-toceiling glass windows that look out on the verdant
park on one side and to the renovated, $800,000
sparkling, aquamarine, heated pool that opened in
April 2018, on the other.
Inside, members can watch television, read
or work on their laptops while children take
swimming lessons or splash in the pool. There
are two areas to sit on comfortable sofas or
chairs while studying or catching up on the latest
neighborhood news. Each member has a key card

to get into the building.
When it’s party time again, the clubhouse can
offer a full complement of dinner service for 60
people, said Association Social Chairwoman Lisa
Knox.
And there’s a donated upright piano in the
corner to accompany residents in song.
Association Vice President Jeff Kmetec pointed
to the outside barbecues on the patio. Around
the back, there’s a fire pit and seating for outdoor
fireside chats.
The clubhouse has been a popular gathering
spot, he said. The grand opening attracted 400
people; Halloween brought 250. On average, about
50 to 60 people were attending events prior to the
shelter-in-place orders, Knox said during a 2019
interview.
At this point, the clubhouse is only available to
Greenmeadow members. But over time it could be
rented to outsiders, Kmetec said.
“It’s a social experiment. It’s starting to build a
sense of community,” Knox added.
The clubhouse offers ADA-accessible showers
and disability-compliant bathrooms that can
double to accommodate parents who need to
accompany a child of the opposite sex, Kmetec
said.
Looking forward, the clubhouse could be used
for as a place for relaxation and other uses, Kmetec
said.
“Greenmeadow has always had an emergencyprep committee. We’re thinking the clubhouse
should be equipped as the focal point for a
disaster,” Kmetec said.
To that end, he’s thinking about adding a filter
that could turn the pool’s 175,000 gallons of water
into a potable drinking source. They might add a
generator so the clubhouse could be turned into a
disaster center if needed, he said. 
— Sue Dremann
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Fairmeadow

Photo by Veronica Weber

‘It seems everyone
in Palo Alto has at
one time or another
found themselves lost
within the maze of
Fairmeadow circles’
Two girls
T
i l relax
l iin the
h shade
h d after
f climbing
li bi up a tree limb
li b at Mitchell
Mi h Park on East Meadow Drive.

W

ICONIC CONCENTRIC
CIRCLES
Much of Fairmeadow’s identity is
centered around its concentric circles,
shown in a satellite image below. Originally
designed by Joseph Eichler in the early
1950s to slow traffic, the street layout
ended up giving Fairmeadow its nickname:
The Circles. The neighborhood attracted
national attention when a photo of its
iconic circles was showcased on the cover
of Fortune Magazine in 1955. “People say
the circular streets are confusing, but it’s
great because it cuts traffic since people
are afraid to drive through here,” resident
Kathryn Macqueen explained.

Image from Satellites.pro
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ith its Eichler homes and
meandering circular cul-de-sacs,
Fairmeadow is an easy neighborhood
to get lost in, in a good way. Neighbors
describe Fairmeadow as almost having an
idyllic throwback feeling from an earlier era,
with kids playing in streets and not feeling
any inhibitions about ringing their friends’
doorbells to say “hi” or come hang out. The
area’s spacious streets and protected niches are
among the attributes that render Fairmeadow
attractive to families with young children.
LOCATION
Bordered by East Charleston Road, East Meadow Drive, Alma
Street and J.L. Stanford Middle School and Herbert Hoover
Elementary School.
SHOPPING (NEARBY)
Charleston Center.
WHO LIVES HERE
Families, old-timers.
HOUSING STOCK
1950s-era Eichler homes.
MEDIAN SALES PRICE
$2.37 million.*
APPEAL
Affordable for Palo Alto standards.
KNOWN FOR
The neighborhood’s 21.4-acre Mitchell Park received national
and international acclaim when it opened in 1957. Designed
by Robert Royston, it was a new kind of park, with a variety of
recreational activities geared to people of all ages.

EVENTS
Fairmeadow hosts a “Circle Party” that can attract hundreds
of people. The event has included games, treats like snow
cones, bouncy houses and even featured a roller rink one year.
FIRST IMPRESSION
“You’re never gonna be taking a shortcut through (these
circular streets). I remember ... so vividly, totally getting lost
bicycling and thinking ‘What is this?’ ‘Who lives here?’ It
always stuck with me.” — Ulfar Erlingsson.
NEIGHBORHOOD IN A SENTENCE
“It seems everyone in Palo Alto has at one time or another
found themselves lost within the maze of Fairmeadow circles,
but we’re a friendly bunch, so just ask us for directions.”
— Len Filppu.
HOT-BUTTON ISSUE
Maintaining the one-story character of the Eichler
neighborhood. Many residents provided input for Palo Alto’s
Eichler Design Guidelines that include compatibility criteria
for remodels, additions and new construction within the city’s
Eichler neighborhoods.
NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION
Fairmeadow Neighborhood Association, lead organizer,
Len Filppu, 650-857-1031.
PARK
Mitchell Park.
PRIVATE SCHOOL
Challenger School.
PUBLIC SCHOOLS
Fairmeadow and Hoover elementary schools, Jane Lathrop
Stanford Middle School, Gunn High School.

Source: *Redﬁn.com, October 2020. Responses compiled from
survey and past interviews with former and current residents.
— Compiled by Linda Taaffe

Charleston Meadows

Photo by Veronica Weber

‘It’s a place where neighbors
loan you their recycling bins
when yours are full’
Many homes in this Eichler development have been remodeled over the years, but most have retained their traditional contemporary exterior features.

THIS EICHLER TRACT WAS
BUILT WITHOUT SIDEWALKS
Joseph Eichler built more than 100 of his
early homes in the Charleston Meadows
tract at the start of the 1950s. Threebedroom homes were advertised in local
newspapers for $13,000 in June 1951. The
tract came with eight floor plans ranging
from 1,069 to 1,374 square feet. Unlike
Eichler’s later developments, Charleston
Meadows reportedly was built without
sidewalks, fences or landscaping.**

“

Quiet,” “friendly” and “walkable” are just
a few words Charleston Meadows residents
use to describe their neighborhood.
Made up of wide streets with lots of greenery
and cul-de-sacs that isolate it from traffic,
the area is known for being extremely quiet
and having a rural vibe. Even the homes,
which are predominantly Eichler style with
large windows that integrate the indoors and
outdoors, reflect this feeling.

Photo by Veronica Weber

LOCATION
Bounded by West Meadow Drive, Alma Street, Adobe Creek
and El Camino Real.
SHOPPING
The Village at San Antonio, Piazza’s Shopping Center, Alma
Village.
WHO LIVES HERE
Mix of blue- and white-collar workers; mostly empty nesters.
HOUSING STOCK
Mostly Eichlers.
MEDIAN SALES PRICE
$2.65 million.*
NEIGHBORHOOD IN A SENTENCE
“It’s a place where neighbors present you with produce from
their gardens when you move in; check on you when you get
home from a hospital stay; or loan you their recycling bins
when yours are full.” — Carlin Otto.

BEST LIKE ABOUT NEIGHBORHOOD
The neighborhood’s three parks and the Wilkie Way Bridge,
which connects to Mountain View’s San Antonio Shopping
Center, making it easy to access shopping.
REASONS WHY PEOPLE MOVE HERE
“It had a reputation of being avant garde. It was a forwardlooking, future-oriented place.” — Carlin Otto.
EVENTS
Annual fall social at Robles Park, where everyone gets
together to visit and eat ice cream.
PARKS
Don Secundino Robles Park, 4116 Park Blvd.; Monroe Mini
Park (nearby), Monroe Drive and Miller Avenue; Ventura
Community Center Park and Playground, 3990 Ventura Court.
POST OFFICE
Cambridge, 265 Cambridge Ave.
PUBLIC SCHOOLS
Juana Briones Elementary School, Fletcher Middle School,
Gunn High School.

Sources: *Redﬁn.com, October 2020. **Eichlernetwork.com,
Charlestonmeadows.com
Responses compiled from resident survey and past interviews
with current and former residents.
— Compiled by Linda Taaffe
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Photo by Veronica Weber

Resident Linnea Wickstrom stands in the neighborhood’s namesake, the .55-acre Monroe Park, located at Monroe Drive and Miller Avenue.

A $720 DOWN PAYMENT FOR
A THREE-BEDROOM HOME
When new t homes went on sale in
Monroe Park in 1948, they sold for $10,900
and could be purchased with a $720 down
payment and monthly installments of $63.
The lots were large enough for an orchard
or play yard and the three-bedroom
ranch-type homes, which featured a corner
fireplace in the living room, were designed
“especially for the discriminating veteran
and his family.”**

Photo by Veronica Weber
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S

ituated on the border of Mountain View,
Monroe Park isn’t exclusively a Palo Alto
neighborhood. It has a split personality,
with literal and personal lines drawn between
three different cities: The area is divided by
a zigzagging northeast-southwest axis that
distinguishes Palo Alto residents from their
Mountain View neighbors, and falls within
neighboring Los Altos’ school district.

LOCATION
Bounded by Adobe Creek, El Camino Real and Mountain View
borders (near Silva Avenue).
SHOPPING
San Antonio Shopping Center, Mountain View; California
Avenue, Palo Alto.
WHO LIVES HERE
Families, old-timers.
HOUSING STOCK
Approximately 250 houses occupy the Palo Alto side of
Monroe Park, which includes a mix of quaint bungalows next
to towering two-story Mission-style homes in a subdued,
earthy palette of greens, browns, beiges and teals. Small
details, like wood-paneled garage doors, bright window
frames and rustic roof shingles, give each home a distinct feel.
MEDIAN SALES PRICE
$2.4 million.*
NEIGHBORHOOD ADVOCACY
Residents in this small neighborhood often spend time
protecting the area from cut-through trafﬁc caused by new
ofﬁce and housing developments along El Camino Real and
San Antonio Road. Residents said the neighborhood has had

to learn to be vocal because residents there often feel like
it’s last on the list for community upgrades because of its
crossroads location.
NEIGHBORHOOD IN A SENTENCE
“You’re in the middle of three cities, but you still have a little
piece of land back by the creek where you feel you’re in the
country.” — Deolinda Avila.
APPEAL
Easy access to three downtown areas — California Avenue
in Palo Alto, Castro Street in Mountain View and Main Street
in Los Altos.
LEAST LIKED ABOUT NEIGHBORHOOD
School-aged children are often at a disadvantage.
“We are a tiny segment of the Los Altos School District, so
we have to ﬁght extra hard for our interests.” — Deirdre
Crommie.
NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION
Monroe Park Neighborhood Association, Linnea Wickstrom,
president, ljwickstrom@comcast.net
PARKS
Monroe Park, Robles.
PUBLIC SCHOOLS
Los Altos School District — Santa Rita Elementary School,
Egan Junior High School; Mountain View-Los Altos Union High
School District — Los Altos High School; Santa Clara County
Ofﬁce of Education — Bullis Charter School (K-8) .

Source: *Redﬁn.com, October 2020. ** San Francisco
Examiner, July 25, 1948. Responses compiled from past
interviews with former and current residents.
— Compiled by Linda Taaffe

Palo Alto Orchards

Photo by Veronica Weber

‘The people
tend to be very
kind and less
afﬂuent than
other parts of
Palo Alto’
Leslie and Jim Fish sit in the shaded backyard garden in their Palo Alto Orchards home, where theyy have lived since 1980. When the duo moved into
the neighborhood, it was still largely occupied by original homeowners.

T

A STARTING PLACE FOR
YOUNG VETERANS
Palo Alto Orchards was developed in
1950 with small, single-story cookiecutter tract homes designed for young
post-World War II veterans setting up
house with their housewives. Homes in
the family-friendly neighborhood sold
for under $10,000. Many of the original
homes have been remodeled into two-story
homes.

ucked between El Camino Real and
Arastradero Road, Palo Alto Orchards
is a patchwork-quilt of 1950s cottages,
modern two-story houses and the towering Plaza
International apartments. Much like the fruit
trees that formerly occupied the area, the small
neighborhood has a life cycle of its own. Time
and chance have influenced the flow from its
genesis as a post-war tract with young vets — the
neighborhood aging with them — to a well-loved
spot for young families to live and grow.

Photo by Veronica Weber

LOCATION
McKellar Lane, Suzanne Court, Suzanne Drive, Kelly Way, Lorabelle
Court and Arastradero Road, bordering Barron Park.
SHOPPING
El Camino Real, San Antonio Village.
WHO LIVES HERE
Retired persons, old-timers, young families.
HOUSING STOCK
An interesting mix of old one-story tract homes and opulent
two-story housing. A walk down any of the streets in Palo Alto
Orchards reﬂects this: small single-story 1950s homes — some
with added second stories — as well as several newer Spanish
revival homes with sprawling stucco facades and red roof
tiles. There also are a few apartment complexes among the
approximately 100 households that make up the neighborhood.
MEDIAN SALE PRICE
$2.41 million.*
NEIGHBORHOOD VIBE
“It’s just like a little island where people move in and are

surprised that all the neighbors introduce themselves.” — Heidi
Stern.
PIECE OF NEIGHBORHOOD LORE
The neighborhood’s ﬁve streets are named after the tract’s
original developers, James McKellar and Matthew Kelly and their
wives, Suzanne and Lorabelle.
WHAT NEIGHBORS SAY
“The people tend to be very kind and less afﬂuent than other
parts of Palo Alto where you can often feel like you are living
amongst a community of tech billionaires. For example, my
neighbor is a police chief and my other neighbor is an engineer,
which are well-paying careers ... but nothing like the mix of
retirees and Facebook IPO people that were common in my old
neighborhood (Midtown).” — Sid Sharma
APPEAL
The neighborhood is convenient to nearby Terman and Briones
parks and is within walking distance of Briones Elementary,
Fletcher Middle and Gunn High schools. It’s also equidistant from
Castro Street in Mountain View and University Avenue in Palo
Alto.
PARKS
Juana Briones Park, Terman Park.
PRIVATE SCHOOL
Bowman International School.
PUBLIC SCHOOLS
Juana Briones Elementary School, Fletcher Middle School, Gunn
High School.

Source: *Redﬁn.com, October 2020. Responses compiled from
past interviews with former and current residents.
— Compiled by Linda Taaffe
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IN THE
SPOTLIGHT

Barron Park

B

arron Park, a relatively quiet and semirural neighborhood tucked behind
El Camino Real in south Palo Alto, is
home to a diverse community. Ranging from
large two-story homes and small cottages to
the Buena Vista Mobile Home Park, Barron
Park’s eclectic variety of architecture gives the
neighborhood its charm and tight-knit feel.
LOCATION
Roughly between Chimalus Drive and Maybell Avenue, El
Camino Real and Gunn High School ﬁelds.
SHOPPING
Alma Plaza, San Antonio Shopping Center, California
Avenue.
Courtesy Karen Holman

WHO LIVES HERE
Families, old-timers.
HOUSING STOCK
Mix of two-story homes, small cottages, mobile home park.
MEDIAN SALES PRICE
$2.62 million.*
NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION
Barron Park Association, president@bpaonline.org;
bpapaloalto.org.
REASONS PEOPLE MOVE HERE
“Schools play a big role in why people move to Barron
Park.” — Markus Fromherz
NOTABLE RESIDENTS
Palo Alto’s mascot donkey, Perry, who lives at Bol Park and
was the inspiration for the donkey in Disney’s “Shrek.”
SPECIAL EVENTS
The Barron Park Association hosts a variety of events,
including an annual May Fete celebration, movie nights,
bi-monthly senior lunches, visits with the donkeys at Bol
Park, ice cream socials and celebrations of Lunar New Year,
Holi and Garba.
PARKS
Cornelis Bol Park, Juana Briones Park.
PUBLIC SCHOOLS
Barron Park and Juana Briones elementary schools, Fletcher
Middle School, Gunn High School.

Sources: *Redﬁn.com, October 2020.
Responses compiled from past interviews with former and
current residents.
— Compiled by Linda Taaffe

A NEIGHBORHOOD SING-ALONG

Barron Park residents Maryanne and Kirk Welton sing
along to Woodie Guthrie’s “This Land Is Your Land” with
neighbors at an evening music meetup in the street
that the group launched to stay connected during the
pandemic. Photo by Magali Gauthier.
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Barron Park donkey Perry, left, and his new companion, Buddy, nuzzle upon meeting for the first
time on Dec. 5. Generations of donkeys have lived in the neighborhood since the 1930s when Josina
and Cornelis Bol kept them on their property. In later years, neighbors helped fund the creation of Bol
Park at the site where today’s donkeys live.

From hayﬁelds to homes:
Community celebrates centennial milestone

B

arron Park, which is celebrating its 100th
anniversary this year, is a neighborhood
with a storied history that includes
strawberry fields and donkeys, a railroad, a defacto red-light district and an early settlement for
Silicon Valley’s engineers.
The neighborhood has always had an
independent and do-it-yourself spirit that brought
people together to solve its problems, said Douglas
Graham. a longtime neighborhood historian.
Graham, who has lived in the area for 48 years,
said there are at least 25 households with residents
who have lived in the neighborhood for 50 years
or more. Some residents came in the 1960s before
the neighborhood was annexed to Palo Alto in
1975; others were born in Barron Park and never
moved away.
In the 1930s, residents made up the volunteer
fire department tasked with putting out a blaze
at the old mansion of Edward Barron, the
neighborhood’s namesake. In the 1970s, the
neighborhood had no park, so residents taxed
themselves and purchased land to create their
own. They lobbied the city of Palo Alto to shut
down massage parlors along the El Camino Real
strip, pushing the city to enact the Red Light
Abatement Act.
The neighborhood also debated for 30 years and
had seven annexation movements before voting
to join the city of Palo Alto. (The city didn’t help
put out the Barron mansion blaze, which older
residents did not forget, Graham said.)
More recently in 2013, frustrated by traffic and
over development at their end of town, some
residents again rose up and spearheaded Measure
D, a referendum on whether zoning changes

requested by the Palo Alto Housing Corporation
to build a four-story, 60-unit affordable-housing
apartment complex for seniors should be adopted.
(The measure failed.)
The group represented the “old, classic Barron
Park,” Graham said. “(They) had to fight it out in
the neighborhood,” Graham said.
Dick Placone, a 53-year resident and a longtime
neighborhood activist who moved to Barron
Park in 1962, was on the front lines of many of
the neighborhood’s most significant movements.
He led the effort to purchase land for Bol Park
from the family of Cornelis Bol after his death
and to secure the Southern Pacific Transportation
Company right of way for the bike pathway. The
deal to purchase the park came with an agreement
to keep the remaining donkeys, which have since
died. The neighborhood has proudly carried
on the tradition by purchasing new donkeys,
the latest being Perry and Jenny, who inhabit a
paddock on private land owned by James Witt that
is adjacent to the park.
Placone said the neighborhood, which was at
that time still part of Santa Clara County, voted to
impose a 30-year tax on themselves to pay back
the county for purchasing the park. When the
neighborhood was annexed to the city of Palo Alto
in 1975, the city took over the park and paid the
county, absolving the residents of further taxation.
Placone said that younger, high-tech people,
who don’t necessarily have the same dedication
to preserve the neighborhood, have moved into
the area in recent years. Still, Barron Park’s setup
is distinct from other Palo Alto neighborhoods
because it is so clearly defined by its borders of
major roadways. 
— Sue Dremann

Palo Alto Neighborhood
Real Estate Specialist
for over 30 years
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IN THE
SPOTLIGHT

Green Acres

T

he name may be reminiscent of the
pastoral 1960s TV show, but Green
Acres in Palo Alto is better known
for its close proximity to three top-ranking
public schools.The purely residential
neighborhood consists of two sections:
Green Acres I and Green Acres II.

Sources: *Redﬁn.com, October 2020; **San Francisco
Examiner, May 13,1951. Responses compiled from past
interviews with former and current residents.
— Compiled by Linda Taaffe

‘GARDEN PATIO HOMES’

This exclusively residential neighborhood was built in
1951 by famed San Francisco architect Joseph L. Stewart,
who earned prominence in the 1920s for his uniquestyled parking garages and Spanish Colonial revival
structures, as well as homes in Palo Alto’s Crescent
Park neighborhood. Each “garden patio home” in
the subdivision was individually designed, according
newspaper ads at the time.** Photo by Veronica Weber.
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Photo courtesy Maximilian Goetz

LOCATION
Green Acres I: Arastradero Road to Glenbrook Drive, Los
Palos to Pomona avenues; Green Acres II: Maybell Avenue
to Arastradero Road, Coulombe Drive to Georgia Avenue
SHOPPING
El Camino Real, San Antonio Shopping Center, Downtown
Los Altos.
WHO LIVES HERE
Mostly new, young families; some old-timers.
HOUSING STOCK
Purely residential; mostly single-family homes.
BEST LIKED ABOUT NEIGHBORHOOD
“The schools are excellent, and the bonus of having kids
able to walk to school independently from grades K-12 is
priceless. Another bonus is the underground utilities, both
functional, with very few power outages, and aesthetic.”
— Susan Pines
BIGGEST CHANGE
High turnover in recent years as some of the original
owners have moved away.
LEAST LIKED ABOUT NEIGHBORHOOD
Lack of retail stores. Most errands require driving to
another area.
EVENTS
Summer block party.
NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION
(Green Acres I) Alice Sklar, a2sklar@aol.com; (Green Acres
II); Jim Colton, 650-464-1775.
PARKS
Juana Briones Park, Terman Park.
PRIVATE SCHOOL Bowman International School.
PUBLIC SCHOOLS Juana Briones Elementary School,
Fletcher Middle School, Gunn High School.

Maximilian Goetz, center in red shirt, and Gunn High School student volunteers with Robotics
For All, celebrate the completion of a seven-week program at Monta Loma Elementary School in
Mountain View in 2018. The elementary students each received a certificate of completion.

Student nonproﬁt aims to change
educational outcomes through robotics

M

aximilian Goetz was just a freshman at
Gunn High School when he launched
Robotics For All, an after-school
robotics program that has evolved into a national
nonprofit aimed at giving elementary students
in under-served communities access to STEM
education for free.
Within the past three years, more than 1,200
students on elementary and high school campuses
in California, Massachusetts, Virginia and Texas
have taken part in the homegrown program, and
hundreds more have benefited from online classes
and tutoring during the pandemic.
Goetz, now a student at Georgetown University,
said he developed a deep interest in building and
tinkering after receiving his first Lego set at age
10. The impetus behind creating Robotics for All,
however, was not just to spread a love for robotics.
Robotics for All was started with the intention
of educating students who do not have the same
access to science, technology, engineering and
math education, particularly in the fields of
programming and computer science.
Goetz said he was moved to share his
knowledge and experience after volunteering for
Reading Partners at Mariano Castro Elementary
School in Mountain View where he realized there
was a lack of after- school enrichment programs,
particularly in the fields of STEM.
He recruited classmates at Gunn, which
serves the Green Acres neighborhood, to
join his organization that was officially
formed on campus on April 30, 2017, and
launched the following fall at Castro school
with Goetz’s family providing funding to buy
Lego sets and his classmate and club member
SylvanaDomokos donating two laptops.
“A lot of the kids (at Gunn) have been learning
robotics since third grade, their parents have

been signing them up for expensive summer
camps. ... Families (whose children attend
Mariano Castro Elementary School) work
minimum wage, they can’t afford this,” Goetz
told the Voice shortly after forming the program,
which paired together students from both
campuses. Without the program, many of these
students wouldn’t otherwise be exposed to
robotics or have the ability to learn it themselves,
he added.
Goetz said Robotics For All operates differently
than other programs: It’s free, while most similar
programs require a fee to join. Additionally, Goetz
said that it is much easier for Robotics for All to
find instructors because all of the volunteers are
high school students who are ready and willing to
teach the subject.
High school volunteers serve as instructors
and typically go to elementary school campuses
to teach students after school for two hours each
day for seven weeks. Students are given Lego
Mindstorm EV3 sets and build robots with the
provided pieces. They then use an app to program
and control their robot’s actions; as each week goes
by, the students learn to program more and more
complex actions. Since the pandemic, classes have
shifted to Zoom.
According to Goetz, a highlight of the
program is when students receive certificates for
participation. Goetz recalled one student who
was excited about signing for the next session
after the certificate ceremony, and whose mother
approached him to thank him for the class.
“I don’t want to exaggerate this, but we’re
bridging the achievement gap — that’s our goal,”
Goetz said. “One organization can’t solve it
entirely, but we’re making small steps to close it.” 
— Tara Madhav
(Linda Taaffe contributed to this story)

Photo by Kelsey Kienitz

Greater Miranda

‘It’s not what you expect
to ﬁnd in Palo Alto. ...
It’s almost like camping
year-round’
This home on Miranda Green Court was built in 1964.

L

A PRIVATE PARK WITH
A PURPOSE
Greater Miranda is the only Palo Alto
neighborhood that borders a cemetery.
Its proximity is an unusual perk that
many of the residents say contributes to
the neighborhood’s peaceful ambiance.
Incorporated in 1904 when about a dozen
local businessmen chose the land because
it was dry and elevated (Alta Mesa means
“high ground”), with a view of the bay and
valley, Alta Mesa Memorial Park was run
for many years by their descendants. More
than 100 years later, names from Palo Alto’s
past are sprinkled throughout the 72-acre
park: Eichler, Peers, Boulware, Packard and
Grateful Dead founding member Pigpen
(aka Ronald McKernan).

andlocked on three sides with three culde-sacs jutting out of Miranda Avenue, the
neighborhood known as Greater Miranda is
isolated in ways that many other neighborhoods
in Palo Alto are not. Miranda Avenue is the only
way in and the only way out, limiting foot traffic
and often times confusing UPS and Uber drivers.
The neighborhood’s close proximity to Adobe
Creek makes the community seem even more
remote: Occasionally wildlife finds a way into
neighbors’ backyards, including deer and some
bobcats.

Photo by Norbert von der Groeben

LOCATION
Miranda Avenue, Arroyo Court, Miranda Green and Moana Court.
SHOPPING
El Camino Real, San Antonio Shopping Center.
WHO LIVES HERE
Families, retired persons, old-timers — many of whom have lived
in the area for decades.
HOUSING STOCK
About 55 single-family homes, mostly built in the 1960s. Because
the neighborhood wasn’t built as one large development, the
houses were built in varying styles and have different lots sizes.
MEDIAN SALES PRICE
N/A
NEIGHBORHOOD VIBE
In a stark contrast to many other neighborhoods in Palo Alto,
Greater Miranda has stayed relatively the as it has been for
over 50 years. There isn’t any pressure to overbuild or challenge
infrastructure, and turnover is minimal. “It’s pretty much the same
neighborhood we moved into.” — Don Nielson.
BEST LIKED ABOUT NEIGHBORHOOD
The dual rural-suburban character of the neighborhood, ﬁnding
solace in the sounds of the creek while still being a 10-minute

drive away from Los Altos and downtown Palo Alto. Wild animals
like coyotes and deer also regularly use the creek as their
passageway.
NEIGHBORHOOD IN A SENTENCE
“It’s not what you expect to ﬁnd in Palo Alto. We’re big campers,
so it’s almost like camping year-round.” — Carla Matlin.
HISTORY
The Greater Miranda land was originally purchased by the
Mexican-American pioneer Dona Juana Briones de Miranda for
$300 in 1850. It wasn’t until 1959 that the area was annexed to
the city of Palo Alto. Development in the area didn’t really begin
until the 1950s and gradually has grown to the neighborhood it
is today.
A TIME WHEN NEIGHBORS CAME TOGETHER
Residents banded together in 2002 to gain access to their
neighborhood after nearby Alta Mesa Memorial Park installed a
chain-link along a pathway to keep people out of the graveyard,
making it very narrow for foot and bicycle trafﬁc going in and
out of the area. After its removal, neighbors pushed the city to
upgrade the path with a safer asphalt surface.
EVENTS
Annual Fourth of July celebration and Jellybean Olympics.
NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION
Don Nielson, 650-941-2429.
PARKS (NEARBY)
Terman Park, Juana Briones Park.
PRIVATE SCHOOL
Bowman International School.
PUBLIC SCHOOLS
Juana Briones Elementary School, Fletcher Middle School, Gunn
High School.

Source: Responses compiled from survey and past interviews with
former and current residents.
— Compiled by Linda Taaffe
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Esther Clark Park

Photo by Veronica Weber

‘The only
noises we
ever hear
are when
someone
is getting
their yard
work done’
A deer stands in a meadow in Esther Clark Park.

THE HOME JUANA BRIONES
BUILT
Palo Alto pioneer Juana Briones built her
home in the area that is now Esther Clark
in the mid 1840s during California’s rancho
era. The home, which was renovated over
the years, stood as a private residence on
Old Adobe Road for 166 years. Before
it was razed in 2011, the home was one
of only two structures in California that
contained remnants of a rare form of adobe
architecture. It also contained a rock wall
built by Native Americans.

Courtesy Palo Alto Historical Association
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B

uilt around a 21-acre nature preserve,
Esther Clark Park provides a glimpse
into Palo Alto’s past. Expansive Spanish
villas and old-style ranch homes with huge
yards adorn hills covered with oak trees,
and wild animals such as deer, jackrabbits
and ground squirrels roam the grounds in
between homes. The rural neighborhood feels
like a secret, hidden behind the winding hills
just beyond a cluster of large corporate offices.
LOCATION
From Old Adobe Road to Manuela Avenue, off Arastradero
Road, including Old Trace Road.
SHOPPING
El Camino Real, Downtown Los Altos.
WHO LIVES HERE
Families, old-timers, empty nesters.
HOUSING STOCK
Mix of original ranch-style homes developed between the
1950s and 1970s and larger, new homes on one-acre lots.
MEDIAN SALES PRICE
$3.75 million.*
BEST LIKED ABOUT NEIGHBORHOOD
“You’re living in a rural setting, but you’re ﬁve minutes away
from towns like Los Altos.” — Katy Clancey.
NEIGHBORHOOD IN ONE SENTENCE
“We never hear any trafﬁc here, and the only noises we ever
hear are when someone is getting their yard work done. It’s a

very nice place to raise a family.” — Avi Meyers.
KNOWN FOR
The 21-acre Esther Clark Park, named for Dr. Esther Clark,
one of the key founders of the Palo Alto Medical Clinic, who
donated the land to the city of Palo Alto to be preserved as
open space.
NOTABLE RESIDENTS
Actress and painter Marjorie Eaton, who played the Emperor
in George Lucas’ “The Emperor Strikes Back” at age 78 and
appeared in a host of other ﬁlms between the 1940s and
1980s, grew up in the old adobe that once belonged to
California’s Mexican rancho-era pioneer Juana Briones de
Miranda. The historic home became a celebrated art colony
during Eaton’s time.
A COMMON SIGHT
People walking, riding horses and jogging in the park; foxes,
turkey vultures and blue herons.
PARK WHY PEOPLE MOVE HERE
The combination of natural beauty and accessibility to the
community.
PARK
Esther Clark Park, Old Trace Road.
PUBLIC SCHOOLS
Nixon Elementary School, Fletcher Middle School, Gunn High
School.

Source: *Redﬁn.com, October 2020. Responses compiled from
survey and past interviews with former and current residents.
— Compiled by Linda Taaffe

Photo by Veronica Weber

Palo Alto Hills

‘Driving through the trees,
you feel like you’re going
to a different space’
A home perched on the hilltop on Laurel Glen Drive.

S

GOLF’S ANSWER TO
THE TAJ MAHAL
Palo Alto Hills is home to what was once
considered the most elaborate country club in the
west. Developers even called on Walt Disney to
consult with them on the building of the 150-acre
golf course and country club. Hannes Schroll,
president of the club’s corporation, reportedly
invited Disney to fly up from Hollywood to
look at the club’s future site off Page Mill Road
in October 1958. When the Palo Alto Hills Golf
Course and Country Club opened in 1961, the
San Francisco Examiner described the milliondollar clubhouse as “golf ’s answer to the Taj
Mahal. It is unquestionably the most elaborate
country club establishment in the west.” *

et in hillside above the city, Palo Alto
Hills is an oasis for those looking for
a laid-back, secluded atmosphere. The
area features large lots, sizable homes and
breathtaking views.

LOCATION
Off Page Mill Road: Alexis Drive, Country Club Court,
Bandera Drive and Laurel Glen Drive.
SHOPPING
El Camino Real, Downtown Los Altos, California
Avenue.
WHO LIVES HERE
Families, professionals, retired persons.
HOUSING STOCK
Most of the 78 homes in Palo Alto Hills were built in
the 1960s on approximately 1-acre lots; many have
been remodeled, updated or rebuilt.
MEDIAN SALES PRICE
N/A

Courtesy Palo Alto Historical Association

NEIGHBORHOOD VIBE
The area is quiet and secluded, but it’s also a place
where neighbors knock each other’s doors to drop off
something they’ve cooked, borrow a cup of sugar or
deliver home-made wine.
NEIGHBORHOOD IN A SENTENCE
“It is quiet, but not deathly quiet. ... and driving
through the trees, you feel like you’re going to a
different space.” — Jay Weber.

BEST LIKED ABOUT NEIGHBORHOOD
Residents have easy access to the Palo Alto Hills Golf
Course and Country Club and Foothills Park open
space preserve.
LEAST LIKED ABOUT NEIGHBORHOOD
Simple things like going downtown or doing grocery
shopping are more time-consuming than they are for
most Palo Alto residents. Most attractions within Palo
Alto and surrounding cities are at least a 20-minute
drive.
WHY PEOPLE MOVE HERE
Spectacular views, rural setting.
“We’re so close to everything, yet so removed from
everything. That’s why people live here.” — Vernon
Altman.
EVENTS
Annual holiday party at the country club.
PARK
Foothills Park.
NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION
Mark Nadim, president, 650-949-5672,
paloaltohillsna@gmail.com.
PUBLIC SCHOOLS
Nixon Elementary School, Fletcher Middle School,
Gunn High School.

Sources: * San Francisco Examiner, Sept. 28, 1961; San
Mateo Times, Sept. 27, 1958. Responses compiled from
past interviews with former and current residents.
— Compiled by Linda Taaffe
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Our Teamwork Makes Your Dream Work!
The Lyn Jason Cobb Team
A special synergy is created when knowledgeable, energetic and creative real estate
professionals get together and do what they love to do. United by commitment and
a passion for client care, The Lyn Jason Cobb Team is a group of highly professional
REALTORS® and advocates on your behalf. The Lyn Jason Cobb Team provides keen
market knowledge, extraordinary marketing expertise, superior negotiation skills and
professional project management.
The Lyn Jason Cobb Team’s primary area of practice are the sought-after counties
of San Francisco, San Mateo and Santa Clara, typically referred to as “The Gateway
to the Silicon Valley.” The Team has a vast knowledge of these unique and diverse
communities.
M E E T T H E LY N J A S O N C O B B T E A M
Lyn Jason Cobb
Lyn is a sixth-generation resident of the San Francisco Bay Area. Her roots bring a dynamic
understanding of the Bay Area and a connection to people and resources that are unsurpassable. Her
colleagues and clients rely on her reputation for honesty, integrity and fair play. She consistently leverages
that reputation on behalf of her clients creating a successful atmosphere for her clients when they buy or
sell. Lyn gets the job done.

Beth Leathers
Beth grew up in Menlo Park, attended local schools and continues to have in depth knowledge of the
area and its surroundings. On the sales side she has an individualized plan towards recommendations on
staging, cleaning and preparations to showcase your home and appeal to the widest audience of qualified
buyers. As a Senior Real Estate Specialist (SRES), Beth is specifically trained to assist seniors and their
multigenerational families with the sale or purchase of real estate. From organizing a move to locating an
acceptable housing option, Beth is there from start to finish.

Liliana Perazich
Liliana was born and raised in Menlo Park. She is a true native daughter who is deeply involved
and trusted in community, school organizations and charitable activities. She has lived and worked
throughout the Bay Area and is well connected. After 26 years of experience in the Health Care Industry,
she is a true advocate for what is best for her clients. You can depend on Liliana.
Team Certifications: Global Luxury Specialists, Relocation Specialists (Cartus Network Buyer and Seller
Specialist), Senior Real Estate Specialists SRES, Home Marketing Specialists, 1031 Exchange Specialists,
First Time Buyer Specialists, Negotiation Strategy Specialists. Leasing Agents, Ecobroker “Green” Home
Certified, Equestrian Properties, California Agent Network, Worldwide Referrals
The Lyn Jason Cobb Team is based in Menlo Park’s Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage leveraging
CB’s state-of-the-art technology, relevant market statistics, elegant marketing materials and close
proximity to Silicon Valley. Coldwell Banker’s international reputation gives their clients Global
Connections and Local Traditions.
Call today and let us demonstrate what our expertise and Unique Marketing Plan can do for YOU!

The Lyn Jason Cobb Team
Lyn Jason Cobb

Beth Leathers

Liliana Perazich

650-464-2622
LCobb@CBRealty.com
DRE 01332535
www.CallLyn.com

650-302-2449
beth.leathers@cbnorcal.com
DRE 01131116
www.bethleathers.cbintouch.com

415-297-0125
liliana.perazich@cbnorcal.com
DRE 02015538
www.lilianaperazich.cbintouch.com

The Lyn Jason Cobb Team Nationally recognized Coldwell Banker Top 1% team
Top 100 in Northern California and top 250 teams Nationwide by Wall Street Journal since 2010
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Designed to adapt.
Ready for your emergency.
We continue serving our community’s adults and children. As one of the
most advanced trauma centers in the world, we are uniquely equipped
to handle all cases at all times, even in unprecedented circumstances.
No one anticipated COVID-19, but our systems have allowed us to adapt
while maintaining the highest standards for safety.
Our new infection control procedures include digital technology for
triaging your condition, allowing for separate spaces for COVID-19 patients.
Emergency teams use fresh personal protective equipment (PPE) as well
as extra air filtering and cleaning methods to sterilize your exam room
before and after your visit.

U.S. News & World Report recognizes
Stanford Health Care among the top
hospitals in the nation. Ranking based
on quality and patient safety.

We are ready for your emergency.
stanfordhealthcare.org/emergencyready

Marc and Laura Andreessen Emergency Department
1199 Welch Road • Stanford, CA 94304

Pediatric Emergency Department
900 Quarry Road Extension • Palo Alto, CA 94304
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Lan Liu Bowling

presents

2001 Webster St, Palo Alto

773C Loma Verde Ave, Palo Alto

Mediterranean Masterpiece
in Old Palo Alto

Beautifully Updated, Conveniently
Located Townhome in Midtown

5 BEDROOM / 4 BATH

2 BEDROOM / 2.5 BATH

5,042 SF LIVING / 8,755 SF LOT

1,435 SF LIVING

BY A P P OINTMENT ONLY

COM IN G SOON

......................................
“driven by the need to do well for their clients, they work
tirelessly beyond expectations” – eric s.
“selling during covid-19 was not easy, but lan and john navigated
the situation without any hiccups” – jaeman p.
“through several white-knuckle negotiations, each time her grace,
resourcefulness and judgement carried us across the finish line” – lydia c.
“decades-long flawless reputation...a very powerful
combination from both the buy side and the sell side” – jerry c.

Lan Liu Bowling
L
Broker-Associate

Keller Williams

(650) 520-3407

(650) 269-7538

lan@lanbowling.com
CalBRE # 01248958

KELLER WILLIAMS
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John Chung
johnmc@kw.com
CalBRE # 01720510

www.LanBowling.com

