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Doors & Windows/Sales & Installation
Doors & Windows/Sales & Installation

5853 Winfield Blvd, San Jose • 408-281-3219

• Entry Doors • Interior Doors • Windows Moulding • Door Hardware

Yes, We Offer Free In Home Estimates

premdoorsrvinc@gmail.com  |  www.PremierDoorServices.Biz

State Contractor Lic # 790327

P remier Door Services Inc. offers services ranging from consultation and 

sales, finishing, door matching, door prehanging, installations and more. The pride 

we have in our company comes from our ability to take a project from its inception 

and provide all of the services needed to complete the task. 

Visit us online or give us a call today to see what Premier Door Services Inc. can do for you!

Serving the Bay Area since 1998

Come visit our new showroom
1998 Russell Ave, Santa Clara • 408-441-0684
(Across the street from the Moulding Co)

D oor     omp a n y
®
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A gabled roof, clerestory windows and texture help 
this new modern home in Los Altos settle into its 
environment. Photo by Mariko Reed/OTTO 
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Happy New Year, 
and thank you 
for voting us best, 
year after year!

Solid & Engineered Hardwood | Tile | Water Proof Vinyl | Nylon & Wool Carpet

As a token of our appreciation, 
here is something for you. 

Voted “BEST FLOOR COVERINGS” by you

WINNERWINNER

RE
AD

ERS’ CHOICE

*FREE Hand-Made Area Rug iredeemable with qualifying purchase. See store or website for details.

905 El Camino Real, Menlo Park, CA 94025 | www.menloflooring.com | (650) 384-6326
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HOME DESIGN
Architect uses light as a tool in building  
modern home

LANDSCAPE DESIGN
Carefully chosen plants bring landscape  
alive with butterflies and birds

DO-IT-YOURSELF
Create a simple photo wall gallery

FLOWER FACTS
A garden in winter doesn’t have to be dull

TECH LIFE
Pet feeder and treat dispenser allow  
remote pet care
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San Carlos
1123 Industrial (near Best Buy/Ross)

650-508-8317

Campbell
930 W Hamilton Ave., Suite 190

408-871-8890

Danville
1901-F Camino Ramon

925-866-6164

Corte Madera
801 Tamalpais Drive

415-924-6691

17 Locations In  
California, Nevada  

& Texas

www.thehomeconsignmentcenter.com

BUYING

WHY US?
CONSIGNING

No overpricing with 
automatic markdowns

24 years in business 
with over 
$50 million/year in sales

We sell fast, we pay fast

Pick-up available at 
NO upfront cost

Free in-home previews 
(some limitations)

Open 7 days a week

No appointment needed 
for consignments... 
just drop by

Highest quality treasures 
from model homes, factory 
samples and the area’s  
best homes

Free 24 hour holds

24 hour Test Drives available

Buy it today — take it 
home today

No overpricing and fake 
markdowns

Relaxed atmosphere — 
no commissioned 
salespeople
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When the new home-

owners bought a 1950s 

rancher in the aptly named 

Rancho neighborhood in Los 

Altos in 2014, they knew they 

loved the neighborhood, but not 

so much the house — so they 

replaced it. 

The house was nothing spe-

cial, it was dark inside. You 

would have had to change so 

much of it that it could have cost 

as much to remodel as it did to 

buy, said architect John Klopf. 

The original house had a clunky 

layout, he said, because it had 

been added onto a number of 

times.

The couple was especially 

fond of Eichler homes, with 

their distinctive indoor/outdoor 

living spaces, clean lines and 

wood touches.

Klopf kept that in mind, 

along with Los Altos’ ordinance 

against flat roofs, when design-

ing the one-story, gable-roofed 

home clad in horizontal stained-

cedar siding. The gable rises 

above the central great room, 

offering height and light.

The new house sits comfort-

ably among mature trees, includ-

ing large Podocarpus, pear and 

liquidambar trees in the front 

and three towering redwoods in 

the back.

The cedar siding extends 

across the bi-fold garage door 

(which blends right into the 

house), skips over the lemon yel-

low front door and white stucco 

wall, then continues around the 

house. Some of the siding is 

H O M E  D E S I G N

A clean, well-lighted place to live
Los Altos home balances  

minimal walls with liveability
BY CAROL BLITZER  |  PHOTOS BY MARIKO REED
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repeated inside the house, as a 

uniform design element.

From the front door, one 

views the atrium, what Klopf 

calls an Eichler-inspired visual 

relief, a green space for the 

house. The back wall of the 

atrium is faced in teal-colored 

Heath tile.

The heart of the home is the 

immense great room, incorpo-

rating dining and sitting areas, 

a spacious kitchen and a niche 

for the grand piano. A long 

island defines the kitchen, 

with its Bosch ovens, Wolf 

range and Thermador hood. 

One special touch is a slotted 

cabinet (for storing foods) that 

allows air to circulate. On one 

side of the island is a row of 

stools for casual eating.

Off the kitchen is a play-

room, which opens through a 

large Fleetwood glass pocket 

door onto a front enclosed play 

yard. Double shades over the 

glass assure privacy while let-

ting in light. Klopf pointed out 

that as the family matures, the 

playroom could easily become 

an office, with views of the 

(continued on page 8)

Top left: The heart of the home is the immense great room, incorporating dining and 
seating areas. Top right: The cedar siding extends across the garage door, skips the 
yellow front door and continues along the side of the house. Bottom: The architect 
designed the home with a gable roof, in keeping with Los Altos’ ban on flat roofs. 
Photos by Mariko Reed/OTTO.

H O M E  D E S I G N
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outdoors through two walls of 

glass.

Throughout the house, cabi-

nets are mainly made of walnut, 

topped with white Caesarstone 

counters — repeated in the 

kitchen and all three bathrooms.

Light streams in through 

clerestory windows, as well as 

more Fleetwood glass doors. The 

ipe-wood deck, with a bench at 

one corner, extends beyond those 

glass doors, leading to a rectan-

gular pool.

There are no moldings around 

windows and doors. Instead, 

Sheetrock stops just short of the 

floor or door, creating a little 

trough. 

“The idea is to keep it min-

imal and flush. You don’t get 

distracted, and it’s more restful,” 

Klopf said. “It’s careful joinery 

with the goal that you don’t notice 

it was ever done. It’s a lot of work 

to make it look like nothing.”

On the left side of the 

L-shaped home is the bedroom 

wing, beginning with two chil-

dren’s rooms and a bathroom. 

The master bedroom suite 

extends further into the yard, 

offering views of greenery and 

redwood trees through stack-

ing Fleetwood glass doors. A 

floating (partial) wall separates 

the sleeping area and the vanity 

and sink, with an infinity mirror 

extending through a skylight. An 

entire wall of closets is faced with 

horizontal walnut.

“Using the same ideas and 

materials is unifying, not jar-

ring, less challenging to the 

mind,” Klopf said.

The bathroom has a shower 

at one end, with plenty of room 

for keeping the toilet at the other 

end dry.

While inspired by Eichler 

design, the new home is up-

to-date in energy efficiency, 

exceeding the code benchmark 

with its well-insulated walls 

and radiant heating under the 

white oak engineered f looring. 

Instead of encasing the pipes 

in concrete as the mid-century 

Eichlers did, Klopf designed a 

crawl space (for pipes, ducting 

and electrical equipment) that 

required just one shallow step 

up at the front door. H+G

Freelance writer  
Carol Blitzer can be emailed at  

carolgblitzer@gmail.com.

RESOURCES
Architect: John Klopf and  
Chuang-Ming Liu,  
Klopf Architecture,  
San Francisco,  
415-691-7227,  
klopfarchitecture.com

Landscape designer:  
Outer Space Landscape Architects, 
San Francisco,  
415-643-1840,  
outerspacela.com

Goal of project: Build new modern 
home with strong indoor-outdoor 
components.

Year built: 2017

Size of home, lot: 3,000 sf  
(3 bedrooms, 2.5 baths)  
on a 10,680 sf lot

Time to complete: About one year

H O M E  D E S I G N

(continued from page 7)

Above: An infinity mirror in the master bathroom plus a large window offer outdoor 
views from every corner. Top right: Light streams in through clerestory windows, 
and seating and play areas are within sight of the kitchen. Bottom right: The kitchen 
opens onto a playroom, which in turn opens onto an enclosed front-yard play area. 
Photos by Mariko Reed/OTTO.
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IT’S ON THE HOUSE
Kick off the new year with a FREE Genie House Call

Individuals with disabilities who require accommodations to access City facilities, services or programs, 

WHAT IS A GENIE HOUSE CALL? 
A Genie House Call is a comprehensive in-home assessment 
of your home’s energy and water efficiency.

A House Call includes:

  Building envelope testing and evaluation using diagnostic equipment such  
as infrared cameras, blower-door and duct-pressure tests

  Instant savings with installation of six LED bulbs, an advanced power strip,  
water-saving devices and more for free during your House Call

HOW DO I QUALIFY FOR A FULL REFUND?
Receive a full refund of your Genie House Call price paid (up to $149) when 
you complete a qualifying home efficiency improvement within 90 days 
of your in-home assessment. 

CONTACT THE GENIE TODAY FOR 
MORE INFORMATION:
Call (650) 713-3411 
Email advisor@efficiencygenie.com
Visit efficiencygenie.com for details
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Call for FREE Design Consultation
650-595-9999
www.closetfactory.com

Scan
for Yelp
Reviews

CUSTOM CLOSETS | HOME OFFICES | PANTRIES | LAUNDRY ROOMS | GARAGES AND MORE...

©2014 Closet Factory. All rights reserved. CA Lic.#931740

www.facebook.com/closetfactory 
follow us: www.twitter.com/closetfactory

20% OFF
Plus FREE Installation
Some restrictions apply.

My Closet. 
My Home. My Style.  
My Budget. My Life.
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The owner said he wanted to attract bees and butterflies. “That got me. It’s rare for a client to expressly ask for that,” said John Black of Verdance Landscape 
Design. Below, included in the landscape are various fruit trees like persimmon and Meyer lemon, meant to produce fruit at different times of year and provide a 
habitat for insects and birds.

ou don’t usually hear of a 

home and garden being cer-

tified a “Wildlife Habitat” by 

the National Wildlife Federation, 

but a Midtown Palo Alto home 

recently earned that distinction.

A nearly two-year landscape 

project, designed by Verdance 

Landscape Design, transformed 

the home into a 10,000-square-

foot sanctuary for bees and but-

terflies — something the home-

owner specifically requested. 

“When we spoke, he said, ‘I 

want to attract bees and butter-

flies,’” said Verdance Principal 

John Black. “That got me. It’s 

rare for a client to expressly ask 

for that. Most clients want to 

avoid attracting insects, but he 

said he liked being outdoors, had 

a stressful job and the highlight 

of his day was when he got home 

and had birds chirping outside.”

Black said the homeowner 

wanted to maintain the sense of 

solitude created by the home’s 

existing eight redwood and two 

cypress trees planted along the 

backyard perimeter. Beyond 

(continued on page 12)

L A N D S C A P E  D E S I G N

Palo Alto home becomes  
special habitat for birds and insects

BY MELISSA MCKENZIE 

PHOTOS BY VERONICA WEBER
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that, the client simply wanted 

to create a refuge for local wild-

life and have the opportunity to 

watch the landscape grow and 

change with the seasons.

In all, over 96 different species, 

totaling nearly 1,200 separate 

plants, were planted throughout 

the home’s front and backyard 

to attain the client’s vision of 

attracting bees and butterflies 

and balance native species with 

cultivated varieties. 

“We wanted to have a wild 

feel to the project,” said Black. 

“In the front yard, we have some 

trees that are larger and we have 

some smaller, shrubbier trees 

and things like a persimmon 

that will become specimens. We 

added a butterfly bush in the 

backyard, which bees and butter-

flies love, and native California 

buckwheat, which isn’t showy 

but important for bringing pol-

lenators in.”

Black said in addition to the 

Buzz Midnight Butterfly Bush 

and Rubescens California buck-

wheat, Marin pink California 

fuchsia, a native snapdragon, 

coneflowers, California milk-

weed, yarrow, King Edward 

VII winter currant and Grosso 

and Silver Anouk lavender were 

planted to attract insects and 

pollenators. 

Edibles, like the persimmon, 

played an important part of the 

design said Black, noting the 

landscape also contains a Meyer 

lemon tree, Palestine sweet lime 

tree and a pomegranate bush, 

as well as ‘Orange Balsam’ and 

‘Lime Green’ thyme, borage, 

wild strawberry, nasturtium, 

millet and a blood orange tree.

“We plotted out what the 

bloom seasons of all the differ-

ent plants would be and tried 

to make sure we had something 

going in every season so large 

parts of the backyard wouldn’t 

be dormant at any given time,” 

said Black. “There’s always 

something happening. It was 

for the enjoyment of the owners 

and for sustaining wildlife so we 

don’t just have hummingbirds 

in the summertime; they’re also 

coming in the wintertime.”

Because of the home’s larger-

than-average front yard, a six-

plot herb garden was added next 

to the driveway, which Black 

said receives the most sunlight.

The home’s existing patio was too small to be functional, so part of the project included expanding it to create a relaxing setting. Below, black-eyed Susans 
attract bees and other insects to the garden.

L A N D S C A P E  D E S I G N

(continued from page 11)

(continued on page 14)
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EXPERIENCE A TROYER TRANSFORMATIONTM

WE ALWAYS SAY, how you live in your home and how it should be 
presented for sale are very different. Prospective buyers need to be able to 
see themselves living there. To create this environment, most homes need 
to be de-cluttered, cleaned, and staged. Some homes need to be refreshed 
with paint, new carpeting, and refinished floors, while others benefit from 
more major updates.

IT’S ALL ABOUT RETURN ON INVESTMENT. If a seller 
invests in these changes, it can mean a substantial increase in the sale price. 
We would be happy to tell you how these changes might impact 
your home sale!

To see more Troyer Transformation™ Before & After photos, visit davidtroyer.com

AFTER

AFTER

BEFORE

BEFORE

AFTERBEFORE

TROYER
GROUP

THE

Your home is where our heart is

DAVID TROYER  Lic. #01234450

650.440.5076  |  DAVID@DAVIDTROYER.COM  |  DAVIDTROYER.COM
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Gates and fences divide the 

front of the property from the 

back, so the spaces feel pretty 

separate, Black said. “We made 

both of the connecting side yards 

fairly simple, with just a footpath 

bounded by shrubs against both 

the house and fence.” One of the 

side yards is fairly wide and is 

viewed from inside the home, so 

Verdance used flowering shrubs 

and shrubs with interesting foli-

age such as Westringia Morning 

Light to create pleasant views. 

Not only was the home’s 

greenery completely overhauled 

to create an insect-friendly envi-

ronment and a drip irrigation 

system installed to conserve 

water, Black said the client’s 

existing patio was too small to 

be functional in its initial state 

so part of the project includ-

ed relocating and expanding 

the patio to accommodate the 

comfortable, relaxing setting the 

homeowner desired. In remod-

eling the lounge area, Black’s 

team installed a fountain using 

recirculated water and utilized 

permeable concrete that will 

manage stormwater. 

“This home is a plant geek’s 

dream,” said Black. “Every 

time I’ve been there we’re get-

ting buzzed by hummingbirds 

and had a monarch butterfly. 

It’s that validation that we’ve 

achieved what we wanted. When 

the owner says ‘I want this’ and 

trusts you to bring it to life, that’s 

the most gratifying part of it all.

“I think the biggest thing in all 

of this was the owner’s commit-

ment to wanting a garden that 

embraced nature and brought 

in more nature to enhance it so 

instead of just looking good, it’s 

actually doing something ben-

eficial for the environment.”

Although Verdance and the 

homeowner originally connected 

in April 2016, work did not 

begin until March 2017. The 

bulk of the project was com-

pleted within seven months. H+G

 — Melissa McKenzie is a 
freelance writer for the Palo Alto 

Weekly. She can be emailed at 
melissa.r.mckenzie@gmail.com.

(continued from page 12)

L A N D S C A P E  D E S I G N

RESOURCES
Landscape Design: Verdance 
Landscape Design, John Black, 
Principal; verdancedesign.com

Goal: Build a sanctuary for bees  
and butterflies 

Size of lot: 10,000 square feet 

Budget: $200,000 

“This home is a plant geek’s dream,” said landscape designer John Black. A six-
plot herb garden was added next to the driveway because the front yard was so 
large. In all, 96 plant species were included in the landscape.

Lic. 602048We’ve painted some of the

MOST BEAUTIFUL HOMES
on the Peninsula.

Beautify, Protect and  
Preserve your Most  

Important Investment

Quality Interior and 
Exterior Painting 

Residential and Commercial

For A Prompt Estimate Please Call: 

(650) 321-9302

Visit Us On The Web At:

www.stanfordpainting.com

Family Owned since 1988

Protect Your Family -  
We’re Lead Safe Certified

5-Year Warranty

Free Estimates
Stanford Painting is not affiliated  

with Stanford University

WWWWWWWWWWWeeeeee’’’’’vvvvveeeeeeeeee 

ooooooonnnn

Off-Season

        
Discounts!
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650.543.7740
WWW.INTERO.COM

INTERO REAL ESTATE SERVICES 
MENLO PARK
930 SANTA CRUZ AVENUE

©2018 Intero Real Estate Services Inc., a Berkshire Hathaway affiliate and a wholly owned subsidiary of HomeServices of America, Inc. All rights reserved. All information deemed reliable but not guaranteed. This is not intended as a solicitation if you are listed with another broker.  

JAIME LYNN JONES 
650.430.7000 
jaime@jjphomes.com 
LICENSE #01312426

JULIE MARIANI CASSEL  
650.435.2496 
julie@jjphomes.com 
LICENSE #01782731

JAIME JONES & JULIE CASSEL 

www.JaimeandJulie.com

Located in the desirable tree-lined Suburban Park neighborhood of Menlo Park, this home has been expanded to a functional 1,720 SF. 
The open floor plan connects living spaces to generously sized family room that flows to the backyard for easy play & entertaining. 
Master suite features two closets (one is a walk-in closet!) Hardwood floors throughout. 2-car garage. Located just one block to 
beautiful Flood Park, a 21-acre retreat with many family style amenities. Ideally situated to Facebook, Stanford University, Google, 

Caltrain & easy access to San Francisco & Silicon Valley. Award winning Menlo Park schools.

272 HEDGE ROAD 
MENLO PARK

OFFERED AT $1,798,000

www.272Hedge.com 

TRUST  •  EXPERTISE  •  PROVEN RESULTS

3-BEDROOMS  •  2-BATHROOMS  •  1720 SF (BUYER TO VERIFY) • 2-CAR GARAGE
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by Nicole Macuil  
photos by Veronica Weber

Have you ever wanted to create 

a wall collage of photos but 

didn’t know how or where to begin? 

Many people don’t ever hang pic-

tures on the wall because they don’t 

want to spend a lot of money on 

frames or figuring out how to make 

the photos go together. 

This affordable photo-collage 

holder is easy to make. The best 

part? You can easily remove and 

change photos as often as you want 

for a refreshed look. H+G

Nicole Macuil is the  
owner of Wishes and Wows,  
a Palo Alto party planning 

company. She can be emailed at 
wishesandwows@gmail.com.

MATERIALS NEEDED:
•  A large stick or wood board 

(in this case I used a decorative 

wooden arrow) to hold photos

•  Twine or ribbon

•  Scissors

•  Strong, double-sided tape

•  A paint brush

•  Paint

•  Photos

D O - I T - Y O U R S E L F

A wall of 
memories
CREATING A PHOTO 
GALLERY YOU CAN 
CHANGE ON A WHIM
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1Pick your 
photo holder. 

It can be a nice 
stick, board or 
decorative wood 
shape. You can 
paint it, or leave it 
as is for a natural 
look. If you choose 
to paint your 
holder, paint it 
first and set aside 
to dry.

2Select the 
photos you will 

use. I used 5x5 
prints so I would 
be able to fit more. 
I also selected 
white edges on the 
photos, as I felt it 
gave the pictures 
a more finished 
look. 

3Cut your twine 
or ribbon 2-3 

inches longer than 
you want it to 
hang from your 
holder. Line up 
the twine on a 
table to see what 
pattern you want 
your photos in.

5Secure 
the 

photos to the 
twine, using 
strong tape.

D O - I T - Y O U R S E L F

6Turn the 
photos 

over and 
adjust their 
placement.

7Align the 
wooden 

holder with 
the photos. 
Secure the 
wood to the 
twine with 
tape.

8Attach 
your 

twine to 
the back of 
the stick 
or board. 
Attach a 
16-inch piece 
of twine to 
opposite ends 
of the stick 
to create a 
“hanger.”

4Align the 
photos face 

down underneath 
the twine, 
arranging them 
in the order you 
would like them 
in. 

Calling all crafters and do-it-yourselfers:

In occasional editions of Home + Garden Design, this Do-It-

Yourself section will feature a house or garden project with simple 

steps. If you have a project or skill you would like to share, please 

email editor@paweekly.com.
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Your Neighborhood Specialist
650.209.1562
lnorth@apr.com
LynnNorth.com

BRE# 01490039

Please contact Lynn if you are considering selling your home as her results are always the best in the area!

1065 Rockefeller Drive, 
SUNNYVALE

1247 Christobal 
Privada, 

MOUNTAIN 
VIEW

1055 Levin  
Avenue, 

MOUNTAIN 
VIEW

1073 Rockefeller Drive, 
SUNNYVALE

1077 Latham Street, 
MOUNTAIN VIEW

SOLD LISTINGS

Serving the neighborhoods 
of Mountain View and Los Altos
Providing a 30-year Tradition 
of Experience and Superior Customer Service

LynnNorth.com

We know exactly how to heat up those long 

winter nights. Whether you’re adding a fireplace 

or upgrading with an energy efficient gas 

insert, count on the expertise of Energy House. 

Since 1979, we’ve completed over 150,000 

fireplace installations. Check out our complete 

lineup of Fireplace Xtrordinair® products. 

Discover why we’ve become the most trusted 

fireplace company in the Bay Area.

ENERGY-HOUSE.COM

BABY, IT’S 
COLD OUTSIDE.

GAS FIREPLACES • FIREPLACE INSERTS • OUTDOOR FIREPLACES

CAMPBELL 408-642-6610
46 East Campbell Avenue

GILROY 408-842-6570 
8284 Murray Avenue

SAN CARLOS 650-593-1496 
1300 Industrial Way #17
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Is your agent there for you?  
I am there for my clients...

licensed, friendly and helpful staff.

Charlie Porter Farmers® Agency
License # 0773991

671-A Oak Grove Ave, Menlo Park

cporter2@farmersagent.com

Celebrating our 30th anniversary in 2019!

CHARLIE
PORTER
650-327-1313

by Jack McKinnon

People often think that winter is a dreary 

and boring time for gardens — everything 

has gone dormant, all the leaves have dropped, 

there will be no flowers, nothing will grow. 

Here in California, nothing could be further 

from the truth.

We can plant bulbs that 

will sprout almost as soon 

as they go in the ground. 

We can plant three 

different kinds of 

primroses. It’s a 

perfect time to plant 

cyclamen of several 

colors, sizes and shapes. 

Snapdragons, stock and 

Iceland poppies grow 2 feet 

high. English daisy, pansies, violas, calendula, 

cineraria, sweet alyssum and candytuft also 

provide wonderful color.

Before adding color to your winter garden, 

however, you will have to set up a garden bed. 

I recommend making a planting bed that’s 

4-by-10 feet — you can multiply or divide this 

size as needed.

Pull out everything in the bed, including 

any roots. Rototill or turn the dirt with a fork 

to a depth of at least 10 inches.

Add a layer of good compost (I prefer 

redwood compost) 3 inches deep, over the top. 

Add a dusting of well-balanced fertilizer 

( I like 14-14-14) and cultivate that, and the 

compost, into the soil as deep as possible. 

Rake the whole bed out so it is smooth on 

the surface. This is the time to mound or slope 

the bed for aesthetic emphasis. Or if water 

runoff is a concern, make the bed completely 

level.

Add soakers or drip irrigation. Even with 

rain, there may be times when your flowers 

need water.

If the bed is against a fence, property line, 

background hedge or something else you 

can’t walk around, place the tallest plants at 

the back of the bed. This means when you’re 

facing the bed, the tallest plants, such as 

snapdragons, stock or Iceland poppies, are 

the farthest away from you. If you can walk 

around the bed, put the tallest plants in the 

center.

Plant any bulbs that you have in the middle 

section, unless they aren’t very tall, like ranun-

culus, anemone or freesia. Plant the smaller 

bulbs and corms closer to the front of the bed.

Over the bulbs, plant any or all varieties of 

primroses. The three varieties to choose from 

are polyanthus, obconica and malicoides.

If you really want to, match or complement 

the colors of the primroses with the bulbs. 

In front, put the lowest-growing plants 

like pansies, violas and alyssum. This also is 

advantageous because pansy and viola flowers 

are edible so they will be easier to reach and 

put on appetizer dishes and salads. H+G

 Jack McKinnon is a garden coach.  
He can be reached at 650-455-0687 or  

check out his website jackthegardencoach.com.

Fight the winter monotones
PLANTING BULBS AND OTHER WINTER-LOVING FLOWERS  
WILL GIVE YOUR YARD PIZAZZ

F L O W E R  F A C T S

Calendula flowers add color to 
your winter garden. Getty Images. 
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The ideal time to list your 
home is NOW! 

To take advantage of winter market conditions 
by preparing your home for sale now. 

Low Inventory and High Prices means you get 
the best ROI for your home.

Schedule your appointment today with 
Terri Couture, your Winter Market Specialist.
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Real Estate Market Report
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by Cameron Rebosio

When your pet’s feeding and 

playtime schedule conflicts 

with your ability to be home, two 

companies have a tech solution.

Petnet and Petcube have created 

products to help pet owners feed 

and interact with their furry pals 

when they’re away from home. 

Petnet’s Smartfeeder focuses on 

dispensing healthy meals to pets 

at scheduled times, while Petcube 

Bites provides pet owners the 

opportunity to play with their pets 

and give them treats remotely. 

“We’re really trying to help the 

pet owner find better answers to 

caring for their pets on the go,” 

Petnet CEO Carlos Herrera said. 

The company’s Smartfeeder dis-

penses food at set times and lets 

users track their pet’s feedings 

via their smart devices. The auto-

mated feeder includes a pet food 

database with the caloric value of 

various brands and calculates the 

best food products and portion 

sizes to feed a pet based on the 

animal’s age, weight and other 

factors. 

The Smartfeeder, which sells 

for $179 at tech retailer b8ta in 

downtown Palo Alto, holds up 

to 7 pounds of kibble, and will 

dispense the correct portion size 

during each feeding.

The black-and-white unit has 

a dishwasher-safe white square 

bowl, and a “portion wheel” that 

rotates to measure the amount 

of food it needs to pour into 

the bowl. A sensor notifies the 

owner when the pet has eaten 

and when the food in the storage 

unit is getting low. 

Herrera said helping pet owners 

avoid overfeeding or underfeed-

ing their animals is a company 

priority. 

“Every kibble, every brand, 

every recipe has a different caloric 

value,” Herrera said. “Unless you 

know the calories per kibble you 

actually don’t know (how much to 

feed your pet) at all.”

The Smartfeeder also takes 

away other human errors in feed-

ing, according to Stephen Li, a 

product tester at b8ta. 

“One thing that happens with 

dogs is that one person will go 

home and feed the dog, and 

another person will come home, 

not knowing if the other has fed 

the dog, and put more food out,” 

Li said. “So a lot of dogs overeat 

and undereat.”

Smartfeeder customers also are 

alerted when they are low on pet 

food and can schedule home food 

deliveries.

“It’s not just about the device, 

but feeding in general,” Herrera 

added. 

Petcube also aims to improve 

the lives of pets and owners. With 

a camera, microphone and built-

in treat dispenser, the Petcube 

Bites interactive monitoring sys-

tem enables pet owners to watch, 

talk to and play with their pets 

remotely. The camera also can 

take photos and videos that can 

be shared with friends and fam-

ily. The device weighs about 2 

pounds and can store up to 100 

treats that owners can dispense 

and f ling various distances up to 

6 feet while playing fetch via their 

smart phone or schedule to be 

tossed at specific times. Petcube 

Bites, also available at b8ta, sells 

for around $179. 

Li said customers can come into 

b8ta and try out both products. H+G

 — Cameron Rebosio is a former 
intern at the Palo Alto Weekly.

Techology comes to the pet bowl
HIGH-TECH FOOD-DELIVERY PRODUCTS CONNECT ANIMALS AND OWNERS WHEN APART

Owners can pre-pour kibble into the Smartfeeder and it will allocate precise amounts of food at specific times for canine 
companions to munch. The pet feeder as well as the treat dispenser can be connected to a smartphone. Photos courtesy  
of Petnet.

T E C H  L I F E
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Menlo Park
650.326.9661
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Art For Your Floor

Exquisite beauty, life-long quality, truly one of a kind.

650.327.5040  |  STEPHENMILLERGALLERY.COM  |  MENLO PARK
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MASONRY SHOWROOM

2490 Charleston Road 

Mountain View, CA 94043

(877) 282-0522

www.pbm1923.com

Yard Locations:

Redwood City 

Sunnyvale  

San Martin 

Livermore

Helping Create Lasting, Beautiful Homes
Your local source for Architectural Stone, Paving, Landscape Stone & more.


