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family’s travels

Take back your
weekends

LIFE

Get more value and
enjoyment from
your home
How the Nicest Homes
Stay that Way!
Providing stewardship services
to happy homeowners
for nearly 30 years

A new way to care for
your most valuable asset
We’ve created the ultimate
resource for your home
maintenance questions. You’ll
become a better homeowner
and extract more value and
enjoyment from your home.
homepreservationmanual.com

What we do:
• Quarterly maintenance visits
• 260+ annual tasks
• Track and manage all home
maintenance/repairs
• 24/7 emergency support
• Repairs, landscape and remodeling

888-844-0007

www.homepreservation.com
1178 Los Altos Avenue, Los Altos
LIC. #782552

To learn more visit homepreservation.com and request a free evaluation
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Eichler home in Menlo Park. Photo by Veronica Weber.

First Lock
& Security Technologies

25

650-964-4040
905 North San Antonio Road
Los Altos (between Sherwood & El Camino Real)
Service@1stLock.com

QUALITY • INTEGRITY • EXPERIENCE

We Know Locks...Inside and Out!
We are your residential lock specialists.
Whether it’s a new lock installation or a repair of
your existing lock – 1st Lock is your local expert.

Commercial • Residential
Locks Repaired – all brands, types, ages

Pushbutton Safes – convenient, secure, elegant

Locks Rekeyed – keep your existing hardware

Gate Locks – push button convenience, privacy, security

Installation – deadbolts, handle sets, smart locks

Smart Locks – use your smart phone to allow access

Replace – tarnished & out-of-style entry sets
Multi-Point Patio/French Door Locks – repaired, serviced
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Medeco Locks – pick proof, keys that can’t be copied

CONTRACTORS LICENSE 901913

4 | HOME + GARDEN DESIGN | SUMMER 2018

)DOOLQORYHZLWK\RXUKRPHDJDLQ

5HVLGHQWLDO'HVLJQDQG5HPRGHOLQJ&HUWLˇHG$JLQJLQ3ODFH6SHFLDOLVWV/DQGVFDSHDQG2XWGRRU.LWFKHQ'HVLJQ

:RPHQ)RXQGHG (PSOR\HH2ZQHG &OLHQW)RFXVHG
+DUUHOO5HPRGHOLQJFRP   'HVLJQ6WXGLRVLQ3DOR$OWRDQG/RV*DWRV
PALO ALTO WEEKLY • MOUNTAIN VIEW VOICE • THE ALMANAC

| 5

HOME DESIGN

World travelers decorate their
home with eclectic touches
by Carol Blitzer
photos by Bernard Andre,
courtesy of Harrell Remodeling

agnets on the wall map in their kitchen reveal quite a bit about how Vidya
Nagarajan and Rajesh Raman live. As avid
travelers, they have visited the Middle East,
Europe, Africa, Asia and Central America.
Along the way they’ve collected mementoes — and many ideas they wanted to
incorporate into their whole-house remodel.
“The main inspiration to get this place
6 | HOME + GARDEN DESIGN | SUMMER 2018
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Clockwise from left: In the kitchen, shades of browns and golds, with handmade Syzygy tiles in a niche surround the Wolf range. Lacy pendants hang over the
central island, which features turmeric-painted cabinets with pullout microwave and drawers. The living room was doubled by adding a covered porch, with the
green slate flooring continuing outside. Far left, a steel plate was installed behind the custom-made wallpaper design with a world map. Magnets collected on
the family’s travels can then be placed over the many countries they have visited.

(in 2007) was the central courtyard,” Nagarajan said, and it
was the first area they focused
their attention on, adding a
Moroccan tiled fountain and a
large circular Indian urli (planter) in the center.
After living in their home 10
years, they decided to make the
floor plan work better for their
family of five. Collaborating
with Gloria Carlson, senior
designer at Harrell Remodeling,
they transformed a downstairs
office and adjoining library into
a guest room/bathroom/parlor
suite. Nagarajan’s mother, a
holistic healer who lives with
them, can receive her clients
in the parlor — and their two
daughters can practice piano.
Today, a covered porch, open
on two sides, essentially doubles
the size of the living room,
with the green slate floor tiles

extending outdoors. Antique
pillars from India mark the entry
into the room, where a freestanding gas fireplace replaces a
built-in fireplace and wall. The
living room and porch look out
onto a lush Balinese-inspired
garden, complete with water
feature. Other Balinese touches
include a day bed, carved wall
panel and a wooden alligator
bench.
Every piece of art, furniture
or light fixture seems to have
a story. Nagarajan looked high
and low to find the statue of
Lakshmi, the Hindu goddess of
good fortune, which now resides
under a large tree in the back
yard. Nearby, a real owl — the
legendary consort of Lakshmi
— built a nest in what Nagarajan
calls “a very spiritual realm.”
Looking
around
her
home, she calls it “definitely

eclectic: Indonesian, Moroccan,
Victorian.”
There’s nothing eclectic about
the new media room, formerly a
family room, where Bollywood
movies are screened and popcorn served. “When the kids
have friends over, they have a
blast,” Raman said.
Carlson captured space from
the old family room to upsize
the master bathroom. “They
wanted a larger shower, a private area for the toilet and a
clawfoot tub. The vessel sinks
were the basis for the color
scheme,” she said.
Colorful tiles in the shower are
from a variety of companies, from
The Tile Shop to Porcelanosa.
Completing the Spanish/Middle
Eastern/Turkish influences are
Arabesque light fixtures and a
mosaic art piece over the tub of a
lady drinking wine while having

a bath, all contrasted with quartz
countertops and porcelain tile
flooring.
The biggest challenge in creating the enlarged bathroom
was modifying the ceiling
heights to accommodate a huge
beam that holds up the second
story, Carlson said.
Major changes were made
to the kitchen, which now has
three eating areas: a rectangular
table, a small round table and a
couple of stools tucked under the
large central island. The island
is topped with sparkly brown
Cambria quartz over turmericpainted wooden cabinets with
drawers, including a pull-out
microwave drawer. Plugs are discreetly located in a corner post.
Hidden behind wooden panels
are a side-by-side refrigerator/
(continued on page 8)
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The color scheme
for the master bath
was determined
by the vessel sinks
from Morocco. A
variety of colorful
tiles, including
splashes of silver
squares, enhance
the enlarged
shower. Below: The
jungle-themed kids’
bathroom features
a tiled mural in the
shower with a blue
glass waterfall that
spills onto the floor.
(continued from page 7)

freezer and pull-out pantry.
The hood over the Wolf sixburner range was custom-built
at the house, with a few of the
back splash niche’s handmade
Syzygy tiles used as accents.
The pull-out trash storage also

includes a spot for compost.
The wall map over the banquette was a major challenge,
Carlson said. The solution was to
add a steel plate behind the custom-made wallpaper map, so the
many magnets indicating where
the family had been could stick.
In the existing dining room,

new custom-made doors were
added, leading to a prayer alcove.
The old basement consisted
of four separate rooms. During
the remodel, these were opened
up to two larger areas, including a “Tibetan room,” with its
rugs and wall art, where kids
can dance, play or watch TV.
Built-in cabinets were moved
and adapted from the former
library upstairs to accommodate
a doll and art collection.
Another area of the basement
holds an LED-lit bar — with
liquor bottles collected from
around the world — and a billiards table.
Upstairs are four bedrooms,
with the kids’ rooms painted
bright turquoise and purple, and
two used as an office and a
recording studio. Cabinetry for
the office was recycled from the

downstairs library, with added
light fixture from Turkey and
statues from Mexico and Africa.
“There was a lot of collaboration,” Raman said.
“They were very participatory,
really co-designers,” Carlson
said.
Locating and collecting the
very global furnishings did not
always go smoothly, Nagarajan
said. Some of their new things
were stuck in Korea for months
when the shipping company
went bankrupt.
“Before, we were not using
the house effectively. Now, we
use every portion of the house,”
Nagarajan said. H+G
Freelance writer Carol Blitzer
can be emailed at carolgblitzer@
gmail.com.

RESOURCES
Design/Build: Gloria Carlson, senior designer, Harrell Remodeling,
Mountain View, 650-230-2900, www.harrell-remodeling.com
Goal of project: Reconfigure space, improve flow, update kitchen and
bathrooms
Year house built: 1997, remodeled 2017
Size of home, lot: 4,041 sf (plus 1,112 sf basement) on 14,800 sf lot
Time to complete: About 10 months
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Detail Image: Passing Through by Karl Pilato
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Doors & Windows/Sales & Installation
Doors & Windows/Sales & Installation
Serving the Bay Area since 1998

P

remier Door Services Inc.

offers services ranging from consultation and
sales, ﬁnishing, door matching, door prehanging, installations and more. The pride
we have in our company comes from our ability to take a project from its inception
and provide all of the services needed to complete the task.
Visit us online or give us a call today to see what Premier Door Services Inc. can do for you!

Yes, We Offer Free In Home Estimates
• Entry Doors • Interior Doors • Windows Moulding • Door Hardware

Come visit our new showroom
1998 Russell Ave, Santa Clara • 408-441-0684
(Across the street from the Moulding Co)

D o or

®

omp a n y

5853 Winﬁeld Blvd, San Jose • 408-281-3219
State Contractor Lic # 790327

premdoorsrvinc@gmail.com | www.PremierDoorServices.Biz
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LANDSCAPE DESIGN

Above: The Goslers did a major remodel in 2013, preserving the original window placement as well as the home’s 1,700-plus square feet while adding a modern
fence and front courtyard. Julie Gosler used varying shapes of plants as well as textures. Below: In the backyard, she added an outdoor barbecue on a triangular
concrete pad across from the deck.

by Elizabeth Lorenz | photos by Veronica Weber

S

ixty years before Julie Gosler
and her husband, Jared,
bought their modern Menlo
Park home, the builder constructed it and others on the
street as an “experiment.”
As some of the first midcentury modern homes ever to be
built, the Goslers’ and neighboring homes on Evergreen
Street embody Joseph Eichler’s
vision of indoor-outdoor living.
After Gosler went back
to school to study landscape
design, she knew she wanted to
extend that feeling by creating
an inviting landscape around
their 1,700-square-foot home.
The Goslers did a major

remodel in 2013, maximizing
their home’s open floor plan
while preserving the original
window placement as well as the
home’s footprint.
Her palette is nearly all shades
of green, with variations in texture, shape and size throughout
the landscape.
She doubled the size of the
original backyard deck, replacing it with South American ipe
wood, which extends from the
huge living room windows. The
old plate-glass windows were
replaced with offset Fleetwood
sliding doors that telescope
(continued on page 12)
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LANDSCAPE DESIGN
(continued from page 11)

back onto each other for easy
entertaining.
There was already an outdoor
fireplace attached to the house
that she converted to gas. She
then added an outdoor barbecue on a triangular concrete pad
across from the deck.
“The hardest part (of designing the landscape) was the way
the house sits on the lot and the
angles,” she said. The backyard’s
boundaries are not square but
rather go in different angles kind
of like a stop sign. She completed the work in two phases.
“I always tell clients that it is
okay to do their yard in phases,
but to have an overall design
they are working to achieve. This
ensures you only do the work you
can afford — and that nothing
will need to be torn out or redone
in the future,” she said.
Gosler had several “cutouts”
made in the deck to allow “nature
to come through” in the form of
native grasses. Similar cutouts

Two mature redwoods, which need to be wet, get their year-round water from
the adjacent lawn. Under the redwoods is a treehouse and zip line built soon
after the Goslers bought the house, as well as a chicken coop that Julie Gosler
built herself. A few sword and ostrich ferns grow there as well, and a tiny
climbing hydrangea makes its way up one of the redwood trunks.

were made along the outside
window wall of the house “so
when you walk down the hall
it’s like a meadow,” with grasses
planted in the cutouts visible
through the window at your feet.
From the office/guest room,
oversized sliding doors lead to
a long narrow rectangular patio

(only about 3 feet wide) with two
lime green Adirondack chairs
perched there. Long thin rectangular pavers are offset to lead
a walker around to the main
backyard. This is “my ode to
the High Line,” a 1.45-milelong elevated park in New York
City, Gosler said, pointing to

the way plantings and grass
and ground covers are allowed
to spill over onto the concrete
slabs similar to the park in New
York. Woolly and elfin thyme
create green stripes against the
white concrete. Along the fence
on the right, citrus trees from
Meyer lemon to blood orange
to lime trees grow interspersed
with blueberry bushes in concrete bowls.
“I try to plant things that
f lower (at some point),” she
said of this collection of plants.
There is also peewee oakleaf
hydrangea in a shady corner and
a California native iris.
In the side yard are what she
considers “experiments,” such
as a dwarf olive tree and an
Osmanthus hedge, which is
a fragrant olive bush wafting
toward the master bedroom
windows. Berkeley sedge (a
native grass) is planted at the
foot of these bushes, followed by
(continued on page 14)

Exotic Stone from around the World

Visit our 60,000 square foot Showroom in Palo Alto
WE STOCK:

GRANITE | MARBLE | LIMESTONE | QUARTZITE | CAESARSTONE SLABS AND TILE
CERAMIC | PORCELAIN | GLASS TILE | WATERJET | & MUCH MORE

Palo Alto 650.800.7840

Carmel 831.250.7435

Monterey 831.583.1011

Show this ad and receive a 20% DISCOUNT
W W W.C A R M E L I M P O R T S .C O M
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LANDSCAPE DESIGN
(continued from page 12)

Top: Gosler collected rough-, medium-, fine- and bold-textured plants for the front
yard. Above: Offset pavers and plantings are Gosler’s ode to New York City’s High
Line, a 1.45-mile-long elevated linear park created on a former railroad line.
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a lawn, which Gosler planted as
an area for her two sons to play.
The watering system is mostly
drip, except for the lawn. An oak
tree which needs to be dry all
summer has no plantings under
it, while two mature redwoods
which need to be wet, get their
year-round water from the lawn.
Under the redwoods is a treehouse and zip line built soon after
they bought the house, as well as
a chicken house Gosler built
herself. Under the redwoods are
a few sword and ostrich ferns as
well as a tiny climbing hydrangea making its way up one of the
redwood trunks.
A low wall parallel to the
house sits at the edge of the lawn
to keep tree roots from extending toward the foundation as
well as to provide impromptu
outdoor seating for watching
kids play lawn games.
On the patio next to the outdoor barbecue is a rolling steel
horse trough with herbs planted
in it. It can be rolled around for
drainage as well as for sunlight.
One of Gosler’s favorite backyard plants is an Arbutus marina
strawberry tree, with colored
peeling bark, tiny pink flowers
and red berries that birds like.
It’s planted in a corten steel (four
sides of pre-rusted steel) container and is lit up at night.
In the front yard is an enclosed
courtyard with a 5-foot fence
and a locking code door. “I do
feel like it’s true to the Eichler
style,” said Gosler, referring to
the fact that later Eichler designs
that used a different architect
than the one who worked on
her home are known to have
front courtyards. In front of the
fence’s interior horizontal planks
are daphne, boxwood, blue fescue grass and olive trees.
Outside of the courtyard,
Gosler used native yarrow as
a ground cover, trimming it
to keep it low. “It’s an experiment I’m very happy about,” she
said, adding that she can let it
grow longer and it will flower.

Instead of a front lawn, Gosler
used a little-known Australian
plant called lomandra, which
doesn’t need trimming and
grows in bright green mounds
with thin leaves. Foxtail agave
provides the sculptural element
in the front yard, with its big
flat leaves. “This is my big flat
texture compared to the finer
textures,” she said.
On the left in the front yard,
a pineapple guava tree provides
a focal point, framed by ceanothus and a large rosemary plant.
About five Pacific wax myrtles
are planted along the left side
next to the neighbor’s driveway.
“I try to repeat a lot,” Gosler
said of her plantings, “because
I feel like it’s more like nature.”
She plants in odd numbers,
threes, fives or sevens, with textures that are “rough, medium,
fine and bold.”
If all of your plantings are
fine, she said, “it’s good to add
a medium or a bold to break it
up. If you just plant medium
everywhere, there is nowhere for
your eye to rest.” H+G
Elizabeth Lorenz is the Home
and Real Estate Editor at
the Palo Alto Weekly. She
can be emailed at elorenz@
embarcaderopublishing.com.

RESOURCES
Designs: Julie Gosler, juliegosler@
gmail.com; 650-521-6336
Hardscape: Concrete, deck and
fence was managed by the house
remodel’s general contractor,
Mike Donahue, of M&D
Construction, 334 Tait Ave.,
Los Gatos; 408-821-4755
Plantings Phase 1: Planting,
Lighting, Irrigation: Cielo
Sichi, Landfour Landscape
Architecture, cielo@landfour.com,
408.634.3687
Plantings Phase 2: Robert Budelli,
RGB Landscapes, P.O. Box 50847,
Palo Alto; 650-804-9871;
info@rgblandscapes.com
Cost: Approximately $180,000
minus design costs.
Lot size: 10,000 sf

With one call,
she sold it all!

Why deal with strangers at your house when you can have Home Consignment Center sell it
for more in less time! We sold over $50,000,000 in consignment pieces through our stores
>ÃÌÞi>À>`ÜiÜÕ`ÛiÌ i«ÞÕÃiÞÕÀÃÌt7 iÞÕ½Ài iÀi]ÞÕ} ÌiÛiw`
that perfect piece in our huge ever-changing showroom.

SAN CARLOS 1123 Industrial (near Best Buy/Ross)
CAMPBELL 930 W Hamilton Ave., Suite 190
DANVILLE 1901-F Camino Ramon
CORTE MADERA 801 Tamalpais Drive

650-508-8317
408-871-8890
925-866-6164
415-924-6691

17 Locations In California, Nevada & Texas
www.thehomeconsignmentcenter.com
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My Closet.
My Home. My Style.
My Budget. My Life.

20% OFF
Plus FREE Installation
Some restrictions apply.

CUSTOM CLOSETS | HOME OFFICES | PANTRIES | LAUNDRY ROOMS | GARAGES AND MORE...

Call for FREE Design Consultation

650-595-9999
www.closetfactory.com
www.facebook.com/closetfactory
follow us: www.twitter.com/closetfactory
©2014 Closet Factory. All rights reserved.
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Midtown Realty, Inc.
Real Results, Real Estate
SOLD

“For more than 60 years, Midtown Realty has been assisting its
neighbors and friends with one of the most important purchases
in their life… their home! At Midtown Realty, we are dedicated to
working with people, not clients. We sell homes, not houses and Palo
Alto is our home, not a branch ofﬁce. Year after year people trust us
to help with their most important investment, their home. You too can
count on us for all your real estate needs. Give us a call today.”

Your Neighborhood
Midtown Realty Team
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Ryan Eltherington

Realtor/MBA

Realtor

Realtor
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Rosemary Prince

Robert I. Steinberg

Lisa Knox

Tim Foy
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Jane Volpe

Owner/Broker

Realtor/Property
Manager

Realtor/Senior
Property Manager

Realtor

SungHee Clemenson Casandra Navarro
Realtor

Realtor/Relocation
Specialist

Realtor

Katie Tseng
Ofﬁce Manager
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2775 Middleﬁeld Rd, Palo Alto • Phone: (650) 321-1596 Fax: (650)328-1809
See our local listings online
at ALTO
— www.midtownpaloalto.com
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DO-IT-YOURSELF

Got crates?
Make a drink stand
by Nicole Macuil | photos by Veronica Weber

W

hether you’re selling lemonade or offering
champagne at a grown-up party, this crateand-paint drink stand will serve you well.
It’s stylish, easy to make and it’s a perfect way to
offer drinks, cups and straws at your next party. The
best part? It’s small and easy to store.

Calling all crafters and do-it-yourselfers:
In occasional editions of Home + Garden Design, this
Do-It-Yourself section will feature a house or garden
project with simple steps to help local residents’ homes
go from zero to beautiful. If you have a project or skill
you would like to share, please email the editor at
editor@paweekly.com.
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MATERIALS NEEDED:
• 4 wooden milk crates
• Paint (your choice of
color)
• 1 paint brush
• 2 wooden dowels
• 1 box of nails
• Hammer
• Banner or tassels
(optional)
• Tarp

DO-IT-YOURSELF

4

1

Lay out a large tarp as surface protection to paint on.
Paint all four of your crates inside and out.

Using
your nails
and hammer,
hammer together
your crates to
keep them in
place. Begin with
the corners on
the inside, then
hammer together
the corners on
the outside. You
will most likely
use about four
to six nails total.
Connect your
remaining two
crates, and repeat
steps 2 and 3.

5

Attach a
banner or
tassels at the top
of the dowels for
decoration and
visibility.

2

Once all of the crates are fully dry, place one on top of
another, with the opening of one crate facing you and
the other facing away from you (this gives you the option of
storing things on the “back” side that you don’t want people
to see, like extra cups, and leaves space for decorations on
the other side.

3

Connect all
four crates
together on the
inside corners
(2 nails on the
opposite top
inside corners
and 2 nails on the
opposite bottom
inside corners).
Have someone
help you hold your
dowel in place
near the edge of
the front, and
carefully hammer
in your dowel (1
nail should do it).
Then hammer in
the other dowel on
the other side.

6

Store cups,
straws and
cocktail napkins
in your drink
stand for quick
access, and
put your drink
containers on
top.
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Sterling Custom Upholstery

th

52
N
AN

IVER

Reduce
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$9250 Labor Special
Total Price For Labor On Standard Couch or Chair

Plus the cost of any fabric you select from our complete line of fabrics. Labor price
of $92.50 includes frame, spring and webbing repair. Additional charge for cushion
ﬁller, tufting and channeling. Customer supplied fabric charged at standard labor
rate of $55 per yard.

FREE

ARM COVERS

with upholstery of any couch or chair
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Local Pick Up
& Delivery
Our 52nd year!

1243 W. El Camino Real, Mountain View (At Miramonte – behind Baskin-Robbins)
650.961.8700 • www.SterlingCustomUpholstery.com

E
C

SU

With this coupon only. Regular value $27.50
plus 1/2 yard of fabric. Expires 10/31/18.

FREE

Angies List

2015

LYNNORTH
N

4th Generation Resident
SServing the communities of Los Altos, Mountain View,
Sunnyvale and Cupertino

Lynn North
President’s Club

650.209.1562
CELL 650.703.6437

I am personally committed to your success
in selling or ﬁnding your dream home.

DIRECT

lnorth@apr.com
www.LynnNorth.com
BRE# 01490039
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RESULTS: Sold the last 25 homes in an average of 9 days,
and all for over the asking price!

SILHOUETTE® WINDOW SHADINGS

REBATES
STARTING AT

$150

*

on qualifying purchases

Intelligent shades. Smart savings
Rebates starting at $150 on qualifying purchases of Hunter Douglas window
fashions with PowerView®Motorization and the associated smart hub are
available, June 30-August 13, 2018.

Windows & Beyond, Inc
4020 Fabian Way, Palo Alto
650-938-8822

633 W. Dana St., Mountain View
650-318-6828
46279 Warm Springs Blvd, Fremont
510-623-8822

Mention this Ad for FREE Installation!

www.windowsandbeyond.com

*Manufacturer’s mail-in rebate offer valid for qualifying purchases made 6/30/18–8/13/18 from participating dealers in the U.S. only. Each window fashions unit must include PowerView Motorization to qualify for rebate. Offer
excludes HDOriginsTM and NantucketTM Window Shadings, a collection of Silhouette® Window Shadings. Rebate will be issued in the form of a prepaid reward card and mailed within 4 weeks of rebate claim receipt. Funds do not
expire. Subject to applicable law, a $2.00 monthly fee will be assessed against card balance 6 months after card issuance and each month thereafter. Additional limitations may apply. Ask participating dealer for details and rebate
form. ©2018 Hunter Douglas. All right reserved. All trademarks used herein are the property of Hunter Douglas or their respective owners. 18Q3MAGSIC2
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TECH LIFE

A breath of
fresh air
SMART HOME DEVICE FILTERS
OUT PARTICLES AND GASES
TO PURIFY THE INDOORS
by Josh Code

W

hen thick acrid smoke traveled south
from the Northern California wildfires to the Bay Area last fall, the Coway
Airmega flew off the shelves of tech-gadget
retailer b8ta in downtown Palo Alto.
“The Airmega sold out (during the
fires),” said employee Jacqueline Ortega.
As the smoke descended upon Palo Alto,
the Airmega made a difference in many
local homes. The retail store received
feedback from numerous customers who
said they noticed a “major difference”
between indoor and outdoor air quality,
Ortega said.
Retailing for $749 online or in the b8ta
store, the Airmega 400S is one of the more
expensive high-efficiency particulate air
(HEPA) purifiers on the market. It can
monitor indoor air quality and supply realtime information via a mobile app to access
device controls and compatibility with
Amazon Alexa voice controls, according to
the Airmega’s website.
The device is suitable for any indoor
space of up to 1,560 square feet, offering
three fan speed settings, as well as three
“Smart” modes: auto, “eco” (energy saving)
and sleep. When set in ‘Smart’ mode, the
auto setting adjusts fan speed according to
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Coway’s Airmega fits in with any home’s decor. Photos courtesy of Coway Co.

the air quality. After it detects 10 minutes
of “clean” air, the device enters eco mode,
in which the fan is shut off until sensors
wake it up again.
“It’s a smart device, so that’s one of the
big differences from other air purifiers,”
Ortega said.
At a glance, the Coway Airmega 400S
looks like a four-legged piece of furniture.
About 15 inches high and 22 inches wide,
people often put it in their bedrooms to
improve sleep quality by removing allergens and microbes from the air. When the
device detects three minutes of darkness
and clean air in a room, it enters ‘sleep
mode,’ powering down to reduce noise.
The maximum noise level the Airmega
produces is 55 decibels.
Ortega said the Airmega owners she
has encountered like that the device is
“not too heavy” and easily movable within
a home. Other customers like feeling air
currents emanating from it when it’s on,
Ortega said.
Another highlight of the Airmega is its
sophisticated air particle sensors that monitor indoor air quality and report it as a dull
glow on the device’s exterior and accompanying mobile app. A gentle blue-green

circle glow on the front of the Airmega
signifies “good” air quality; a magenta glow
tells of “very unhealthy” air quality.
The device reports indoor air-quality
data for periods of up to 12 months via
its mobile app, as well as daily reports of
outdoor air quality based on geographic
location.
Air purification technology nestled
inside the device includes two different
types of filters. A pair of “pre-filters”
screens the air for larger particles such as
hair, fur and dust, allowing the device’s
second type of filter, called the Max2, to
more easily trap gases and smaller particles
from allergens to airborne fungi. The
Max2 filter works with activated carbon to
capture not only microscopic particles, but
also harmful gases and unpleasant odors
in the air.
Both pre-filters are washable by hand.
The pair of Max2 filters lasts for about
a year, depending on air quality and frequency of use.
The Airmega 300S is a smaller, less
powerful version of the device that is available with the same features as the 400S for
slightly less money. It is suitable for indoor
spaces of up to 1,256 square feet. H+G

A different approach to

LAWN & GARDEN MAINTENANCE

WHAT MAKES US DIFFERENT
We never use glyphosate (Round-Up)
We only use battery-operated equipment
(less noise and less emissions then gasoline
powered equipment)
Q We want to help lessen your home’s carbon
footprint and reduce CO2
Q No inorganic fertilizers which leech into
our streams and Bay
Q All-natural recycled mulches
Q Environmental horticulturist on staff
Q
Q

ALL ORGANIC
NO CHEMICALS
ALL ELECTRIC
NO GASOLINE

OUR SERVICES INCLUDE
Full lawn & garden maintenance
QƂÕ>]«iÀi>yÜiÀLÕL«>Ì}p
«ÌÃ>`yÜiÀLi`Ã
Q Weekly, monthly, quarterly maintenance plans
Q Irrigation repairs-renovation-maintenance
of existing systems is available
Q

CALL FOR A FREE ESTIMATE • 650.40 0.7255 • MOTHERE ARTHL ANDSCAPES.COM

We’ve painted some of the

MOST BEAUTIFUL HOMES

8
204
0
6
Lic.

on the Peninsula.

For A Prompt Estimate Please Call:

(650) 321-9302
Beautify, Protect and
Preserve your Most
Important Investment
Quality Interior and
Exterior Painting
Residential and Commercial

Family Owned since 1988

Visit Us On The Web At:

www.stanfordpainting.com

Protect Your Family We’re Lead Safe Certiﬁed
5-Year Warranty
Free Estimates
Stanford Painting is not afﬁliated
with Stanford University
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REAL ESTATE
THAT GIVES BACK

Since its inception in 2012, Sereno Group’s 1% For Good program has donated $2,148,723 to
local organizations in an effort to support those groups making a positive difference within our
communities. It is our mission to create a culture that is mindful of our responsibility to our
earth and to our community.

WWW.SERENOGROUP.COM
24 |

PALO ALTO // LOS ALTOS // LOS GATOS // NORTHPOINT LOS GATOS
SARATOGA
// WILLOW GLEN // SANTA CRUZ // APTOS
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COLOR TRENDS

Summer palette is
neutral with some pop
DESIGNERS AND REAL ESTATE AGENTS USE
SOFT TONES OFFSET BY A SPLASH OF BRIGHT
by Elizabeth Lorenz

M

idpeninsula designers and
real estate agents deal
every day with choosing paint
colors for renovations, staging
and sprucing up homes. What
are the local trends in paint
colors, both interior and exterior,
and what colors are they shying
away from?
Alain Pinel Realtor Judy
Citron, who has a background
as an artist, sees things with
both her home-selling eye and
her aesthetic eye. She prefers
“soft neutrals” right now, but
while many others are heading
toward gray tones, she likes to
“stay ahead of the trends and go
with a warmer off-white.”
She does use brights sometimes, especially when “the
contrast between light and dark
adds interest and ironically
brightens an otherwise dreary,
uninteresting home.”
Harrell Remodeling Senior
Designer Debra Winston echoes

some of Citron’s thoughts, having lately used a lot of soft gray
with white to frame it.
In one house, she used a charcoal gray for all of the interior
doors to contrast with lighter
gray walls.
Grays tinged with blue in
bathrooms or bedrooms create
a sense of calm, with perhaps
a pop of color such as a bright
blue or teal painted on closet
walls, Winston said.
Recently, she has had some
“adventurous” clients who chose
a dark teal like Benjamin Moore
Deep Ocean as an accent wall
around a kitchen window, or
even a dark teal exterior paint
next to horizontal cedar wainscoting. Another chose an electric-orange front door with the
other door on the shared-duplex
porch a bright yellow.
Winston’s colleague, Gloria
Carlson, tries to walk the line
between personal choice and

Tangerine or electric orange are popular, alongside shades of white or gray,
shown below. Weekly file photos.

trends. “I gravitate to the favorite colors of my clients, remembering it’s their home and not
mine. Some clients tend toward
safer, more neutral tones, while
some prefer to use bold colors.
“Most recently I’ve used several variations of neutralized
blues and warm grays, but I’ve
also had several clients that have
selected really bold and bright
greens, oranges and reds.”
As for neutrals, Citron said
she is careful when choosing
some whites, as they might
“read” too yellow, green or even
pink. For exteriors, “the rage is
white ... depending on the style
of the home.” But she warned,
“you need to be careful when
choosing a white for an exterior
as you do not want it to look
antiseptic.”
Coldwell Banker agent Tim
Kerns doesn’t worry too much
about that, embracing the
whitewashed trend. “If you
build a white box with white
walls, white cabinets, white
countertops and a white exterior, you will do well when it is
time to sell.”
“Obviously, you should add
some accent colors, potentially
in the dining room, powder
room, in light fixtures, and the

front door for example. You also
will pick up color in the staging
and art work, but white has
proved to be timeless and safe
for resale,” he said.
What to shy away from?
Woodside
Realtor
Erika
Demma always paints over faux
interior finishes or very dark
colors when renovating a home
for sale. She uses a lot of light
grays with white ceilings.
In kitchens and other hardware or lighting, Harrell’s
Winston is seeing a “big
upswing” in polished chrome
to create a bit more sparkle,
and some experimenting with
a satin finish “Honey Bronze.”
“Bling is still big,” she said,
such as “glass tile back-painted
with silver, platinum, pewter
tones and some bronze tones as
well. These are typically used
as accents so as not to look Las
Vegas.”
She is seeing neutral kitchens
in which clients might pick one
bright-colored appliance, such
as a French Blue stove. H+G
Elizabeth Lorenz is the Home
and Real Estate Editor at
the Palo Alto Weekly. She
can be emailed at elorenz@
embarcaderopublishing.com.
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I have been busy in your neighborhood!
If you are thinking of buying or selling, call me!

26615 ANACAPA DR.,
LOS ALTOS HILLS

840 MORA DR.,
LOS ALTOS

127 OTIS AVE.,
WOODSIDE

887 LINDA VISTA WAY,
LOS ALTOS

Represented the Seller

Represented the Seller

Represented the Buyer

Represented the Seller

956 KENNARD WAY,
SUNNYVALE

720 QUETTA AVE.,
SUNNYVALE

928 MACKENZIE DR.,
SUNNYVALE

25600 FRAMPTON CT.,
LOS ALTOS HILLS

Represented the Buyer

Represented the Buyer

Represented the Seller

Represented the Buyer

23151 MORA GLEN DR.,
LOS ALTOS HILLS

101 SECOND ST.,
LOS ALTOS

119 HILLVIEW RD.,
REDWOOD CITY

119 GREEN MEADOW,
PALO ALTO

Represented the Seller

Represented the Seller

Represented the Buyer

Represented the Buyer

119 SUNKIST LN.,
LOS ALTOS

974 LUNDY LN.,
LOS ALTOS

897 CHERRY CREEK CIR.,
SAN JOSE

26007 RANCHO MANUELA LN.,
LOS ALTOS

Represented the Buyer

Represented the Buyer

Represented the Buyer

Represented the Seller

All Listings
are SOLD
475 LELAND AVE.,
PALO ALTO

500 UNIVERSITY AVE.,
LOS ALTOS

1518 HILLVIEW DR.,
LOS ALTOS

Represented the Buyer

Represented the Buyer

Represented the Seller

650-917-5811 Direct
terricouture.com
terri.couture@cbnorcal.com
CalBRE #01090940
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Top 1% Coldwell Banker
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GE T O UT SIDE &

P LAY
Offers end July 31, 2018

FREE LADDER
With New Trampoline
rampoline Purchase!
P
Purchase
urrchhas
ase
se!!

OVAL

ROUND

TRAMPOLINE

TRAMPOLINE

SQUARE

TRAMPOLINE

100

$

Technologyy
absorbs motion
ion
io
& stabilizes hoop
hooop

OF F

Goalrilla CV60s and CV72s Series
Goals. See store for details.

CV
V 60S
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CV 72S

Bring The Kids To Our HUGE Indoor

SUPERST ORES!
T HE B ACKYARD F ACT ORY . COM
1901 Camino
Ramon,
C. Danville,
• 925.830.8833
1901 Camino
Ramon,
SuiteSuite
C. Danville,
CACA
• 925.830.8833
NEWLOCATION
SHOWROOMCOMING
1723 Rogers
Ave., Suite
L. San
Jose,
CA• 408.727.1744
• 408.727.1744
SOON!
Santa
Clara,
CA
SUMMER 2018

GOING NATIVE

Lush green bush is a
low-water option
MASTER GARDENER LIKES NATIVE FRESNO SHRUB
by Elizabeth Lorenz

I

f you’ve been looking around
your yard wondering if it’s
time to plant a native or droughttolerant shrub, UC Master
Gardener Martha Carpenter has
a suggestion.
It’s a “stand-alone plant,”
she said, called “Carpenteria
Californica.” Commonly called
bush anemone, it is a native
evergreen shrub that grows 6
to 8 feet tall and about 3 feet
wide. In the summer, it produces
2-inch white flowers with yellow
centers.
The nice thing about this plant,
she said, which you can get at
most local nurseries, is it can be
planted right into our local clay
soil with no amendments. As

long as the soil is loose enough to
dig (add a bit of water if it’s too
hard, but don’t make it soggy), it
can be planted.
The bush is best in part shade
and only needs to be watered
once a week for the first two
years until it is established, and
then every two weeks after that.
“It’s happy in our clay soil,”
Carpenter said, but don’t get it
too wet. It should be no soggier
than a “wrung-out sponge.”
As time goes by, old leaves die
off, turn yellowish and need to be
removed. The bush may look like
it has a dead branch, but simply
pulling the dead leaves off will
refresh the plant and spark new
growth.

Bush anemone. Photo by Elizabeth Lorenz.

“It doesn’t require any special treatment,” Carpenter said.
For more ideas on low-water
or native plants, visit the UC

Is your agent there for you?
I am there for my clients...

Master Gardeners’ Palo Alto
Demonstration Garden at 851
Center Drive, in Eleanor Pardee
Park. H+G

CHARLIE
PORTER
650-327-1313

licensed, friendly and helpful staff.
Serving the community for over 28 years!
Charlie Porter Farmers® Agency
License # 0773991

671-A Oak Grove Ave, Menlo Park
cporter2@farmersagent.com
PALO ALTO WEEKLY • MOUNTAIN VIEW VOICE • THE ALMANAC | 29

)OHJHOV
Interior Design & Distinctive Furnishings

Menlo Park
650.326.9661
www.flegels.com
30 | HOME + GARDEN DESIGN | SUMMER 2018

Art For Your Floor

Exquisite beauty, life-long quality, truly one of a kind.
650.327.5040 | STEPHENMILLERGALLERY.COM | MENLO PARK
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Helping Create Lasting, Beautiful Homes
Your local source for Architectural Stone, Paving, Landscape Stone & more.

MASONRY SHOWROOM
2490 Charleston Road
Mountain View, CA 94043

(877) 282-0522
www.pbm1923.com
32 | HOME + GARDEN DESIGN | SUMMER 2018

Yard Locations:
Redwood City
Sunnyvale
San Martin
Livermore

