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Light
and bright
Face-lift jazzes up
Mountain View home

Take back your
weekends

LIFE
Get more value and
enjoyment from
your home

What we do:
• Quarterly maintenance visits
• 260+ annual tasks
• Tracking, managing,
and reporting on all home
maintenance/repairs
• Database of your home
equipment
• 24/7 emergency support
• Repairs, landscape,
and remodeling

How the Nicest
Homes Stay
that Way!
HPS has been providing
stewardship services to
happy homeowners
for nearly 30 years

888-844-0007
www.homepreservation.com
1178 Los Altos Avenue, Los Altos
LIC. #782552

To learn more visit homepreservation.com and request a free evaluation
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DO-IT-YOURSELF
Make your own succulent garden and
get to know your neighbors
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Palo Alto’s b8ta lets customers try out
tech products in the store
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Perennial flowers can add lasting color
to your spring garden
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The latest trends in address numbers
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ON THE COVER
This U-shaped kitchen takes advantage of every inch,
creating a light-filled space in this previously humdrum
Mountain View home. Photo by Yaroslav Kofman.

16

Come and see our newest collection of Firepits

We’ve got you covered! It’s the perfect time to add a ﬁreplace to your yard.
FIREPIT SPECIALISTS & GENERAL CONTRACTORS | PREMADE FIREPITS | CUSTOM DESIGNS
Monday - Friday 9:30am - 5pm |2OG0LGGOHðHOG:D\0RXQWDLQ9LHZ| (650) 938-2000 |WKHðUHSODFHHOHPHQWFRP
&KHFNRXU6HDVRQDOKRXUVRQRXUZHEVLWH
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Shady Lane

BEST OF

ERS’ CH

E
OIC

READ

Celebrates Local Artisans

2017

Thank You For Voting Us Best:

Gifts • Jewelry • Boutique
8 Years in a Row!

Formerly in Palo Alto, now in Menlo Park
Just minutes away from Stanford Shopping Center

Sharon Heights Shopping Center • Next to Starbucks
325 Sharon Park Dr. • Menlo Park
650-321-1099 • shadylanegallery.com
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HOME IMPROVEMENT

Above: The Wolf cooktop is framed by a glass-covered backsplash. Right:
The stacking washer/dryer lies behind a glass barn door. The space saved by
stacking allows for a built-in refrigerator from the kitchen to the right.

W

hat began as a humdrum home on the outskirts of the
Cuernavaca neighborhood in Mountain View is now sleek,
well-laid-out and anything but blah.
The face-lift took months of planning and a year of construction
for Khushboo Sancheti and Arun Kannana, a pair of engineers who
took a strong interest in upgrading their home just in time for the
birth of their first child.
The couple’s focus was on convenience and function. They turned
to Yana Mlynash, a Mountain View designer, to figure out just how
to achieve this.
The complete redo began with extending the small foyer and
attaching the garage. Guests now enter through a red-on-theoutside, Benjamin Moore “citron” yellow-on-the-inside fiberglass
door, opposite a textured-foam-faced wall.
Mlynash jazzed up the front of the home by painting the door
a bold red, covering the eaves with a Douglas fir wood soffit and
(continued on page 8)
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Doors & Windows/Sales & Installation
Doors & Windows/Sales & Installation
Serving the Bay Area since 1998

P

remier Door Services Inc.

offers
services
ranging
from
consultation and sales, ﬁnishing,
door matching, door prehanging, installations
and more. The pride we have in our company
comes from our ability to take a project from
its inception and provide all of the services
needed to complete the task.
Visit us online or give us call today to see what
Premier Door Services Inc. can do for you!

Yes, We Offer Free In Home Estimates
• Entry Doors • Interior Doors • Windows Moulding • Door Hardware

Come visit our new showroom
1198 Russell Ave, Santa Clara • 408-441-0684
(Across the street from the Moulding Co)

394 State St, Los Altos • 650-559-8281
5853 Winﬁeld Blvd, San Jose • 408-281-3219

D oor

®

omp a n y

State Contractor Lic # 790327

premdoorsrvinc@gmail.com | www.PremierDoorServices.Biz
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HOME IMPROVEMENT

70 Family
Farmers
in One Place!
Every week meet over
70 local family farmers who
grow your favorite heirloom
seasonal produce.
Caltrain Station (West Evelyn & Hope)
Every Sunday 9am-1pm
CAFarmermkts.com
1-800-806-FARM
facebook.com/MVfarmermkt

The niche, set in a Porcelanosa tile wall inside the bathtub/shower is painted and
faced with glass. What looks like wood in the master bathroom is also Porcelanosa
tile.
(continued from page 6)

adding concrete steps.
Although only about 100 square feet of space was added to
the home, every nook and cranny contains wisely added storage
space. In the foyer that means a shallow hall closet with coats
cascading down on hooks, with a sliding, frosted-glass door.
In the kitchen, space was captured to build in the Samsung
refrigerator by stacking the washer and dryer that had been side
by side, and cloaking them with a glass barn door.
The kitchen was gutted and reconfigured into a wide U-shape,
with Caesarstone “Haze” counters over Crystal cabinets. The
cabinet boxes are plywood and the doors have a medium-density
fiberboard core. Using high heat and pressure, white glossy material is pressed to the doors to create the glossy foil look. Blum
hardware provides a soft close.
Mlynash points to the rollout drawers, which include a drawer
within a drawer, as well as pullout cabinets and tray storage. The
corner cabinet contains “jelly bean” shelves for easy access to what
could be dead space.
“In a small kitchen, the best thing is to try to put usable, functional accessories to help the homeowner organize,” Mlynash said.
The only color in the mostly white kitchen is the backsplash,
which is painted bright yellow and is covered with a single sheet
of glass so it’s easy to clean.
Other kitchen highlights include the remote-controlled hood
over the Wolf cook top, LED tape lights below the two upper
(continued on page 10)
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Find Unique, Hard to Find,
One of a Kind Items and More

IS ONLY PART
OF THE FUN!

Campbell 930 W Hamilton Ave. Ste. 190 408-871-8890
Corte Madera 801 Tamalpais Drive 415-924-6691
Danville 1901-F Camino Ramon 925-866-6164
San Carlos 1123 Industrial Rd. Ste. A 650-508-8317

www.thehomeconsignmentcenter.com
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HOME IMPROVEMENT
(continued from page 8)

cabinets (which feature bifold lift-up doors) and a paneled Bosch
dishwasher with the operating time projected onto the floor.
In the new master bedroom, a window seat with storage below
replaces sliding glass doors to the backyard. Light comes from the
raised tray ceiling with hidden LED illumination.
The new master bath features the same Crystal cabinets and
Caesarstone counter combo as the kitchen, with a pair of Kohler Vox
square sinks with rounded corners and Hansgrohe Axor taps. Wavy
Porcelanosa tile lines the shower/bathtub, and the niche repeats the
back-painted glass motif. An operable skylight provides more light,
along with the sensor-controlled LED lights below the raised cabinet.
Subtle storage is behind a mirror next to the wall-hung Toto toilet.
The guest bath has a black walnut edge-grain counter, with wood
repeated in the niche. The Starphire glass shower door is clear and
the edge pale blue, Mlynash said, because the iron has been removed.
Throughout the house, all crown moldings, casings and baseboards were removed. New Sheetrock ends an inch below the ceiling
and above the floor. The dark doors, made of laminated Wenge,
feature Soss invisible hinges.
“We were (planning to do) this once, not to sell, but to like the
space and grow and use it,” Sancheti said, explaining why they chose
“the good stuff that will last. Both of us love longevity.”
There were few trade-offs along the way, although they kept their
eyes on the budget.
“The sky’s the limit for light fixtures,” Sancheti said. “We chose
something functional, but asked: ‘Would we love it 10 years from now?’”

They did give up one skylight in the guest bathroom, but it was
more because its location would require a very long shaft. “It would
have been hard to access and clean,” Kannan said.
As for the future, plans are already bubbling up for the couple.
“It’s great to have an open design, but we miss a family room,” he said.
For now they are compensating with a retractable projector in the ceiling
over the couch and a 120-inch screen that comes down across the room.
Next year? Perhaps they’ll push out the wall where the fireplace is and
create a space for children to play. H+G
Freelance writer Carol Blitzer can be emailed
at carolgblitzer@gmail.com.

RESOURCES
Cabinets: Crystal Cabinets, crystalcabinets.com (with local showrooms)
Contractor: G&D Modern Home, Rafal Dargiewicz, 408-594-9561,
or Michal Godzina, 408-823-8433, gdmodernhome.com
Designer: Yana Mlynash, YM Designs, Mountain View,
650-464-4955, ymdesigns.com

Goal: Modernize kitchen, bathrooms, add storage, make layout more
convenient
Year home built: 1977
Size of home, lot: 1,497 sq ft enlarged to 1,601 sq ft on a 7,000-sq-ft lot
Budget: More than $200,000

Custom Rollouts Built to Fit Your Existing Cabinets!
>LI\PSKHUKPUZ[HSSWYLTP\TX\HSP[`W\SSV\[ZOLS]LZMVY`V\YRP[JOLUNHYHNLIH[OYVVTVYVMÄJL

 Mobile Showroom  Senior Citizen & Veteran Discount
 Friendly and Professional Installation

50% Off

Installation
Expires 6-31-18

Call today for a FREE estimate!

(408) 930-4144
www.PrecisionRollouts.com
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Lic. #1030398
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My Closet.
My Home. My Style.
My Budget. My Life.

20% OFF
Plus FREE Installation
Some restrictions apply.

CUSTOM CLOSETS | HOME OFFICES | PANTRIES | LAUNDRY ROOMS | GARAGES AND MORE...

Call for FREE Design Consultation

650-595-9999
www.closetfactory.com
www.facebook.com/closetfactory
follow us: www.twitter.com/closetfactory
©2014 Closet Factory. All rights reserved.
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Scan
for Yelp
Reviews
CA Lic.#931740

LANDSCAPE DESIGN

The yard is bursting with citrus trees including orange, tangerine and two varieties of lemon, as well as apple, fig, pomegranate and avocado.

by Melissa McKenzie | photos by Veronica Weber

L

os Altos resident Jeannie Kahwajy had plenty of reasons to
love her property. The previous owner had traveled the globe,
collecting seeds and planting them, which gave Kahwajy and her
husband’s backyard more than a handful of edible crops.
Kahwajy had been tending to her orchard and vegetable garden,
but when a loquat tree drowned from too much water, she began to
rethink her orchard. In looking for professional help to assist with
the project, she found Lara Hermanson and Farmscape.
“Jeannie contacted us last year to rethink her vegetable garden,”
Hermanson said. “She had been planting stuff directly in the
ground without great results. She wanted raised beds and her
orchard had never been pruned and was a little out of control.”
Hermanson and her team redesigned Kahwajy’s backyard, adding
about seven different fruit trees including peach, apple, pear, lemon
and kumquat to her existing crop. Winter vegetables including lettuce, kale, arugula, carrots and radishes were planted in vegetable

boxes on the left side of the C-shaped backyard. Perennials including salvia, rosemary and yarrow were planted between the fruit
trees to attract pollinators; passionfruit vines were added along
the fences encircling the backyard; and seven existing terracotta
planters were filled with flowers.
‘We basically just
Additionally, Kahwajy had a stone
wanted to give
walkway installed and Farmscape
converted her sprinklers to a cropher a pretty food
friendly drip system.
garden.’
“She did it so quickly and effortlessly and she could see what we —Lara Hermanson, Farmscape
needed and picture it,” said Kahwajy.
“They did so much work and took
away a couple of truckloads of branches. They put in watering
and mulch ... She has a great team of people who are really hardworking and so knowledgeable about plants.”
“We basically just wanted to give her a pretty food garden that
would be productive — to give them a cool place to relax and give
Jeannie some easy access to fruit trees to pursue her hobby of backyard gardening,” said Hermanson. “She has a clear point of view,
and she’s really nice so we had a lot of fun doing that project.”
Hermanson, whose Oakland-based company is responsible for
the gardens at San Mateo’s Chesapeake Point Apartments, AT&T
(continued on page 14)
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LANDSCAPE DESIGN

Above: Poolside Adirondack rockers are framed by terracotta pots of flowers
with a clear view of the orchard’s bounty. Left: Behind the pool, raised
vegetable beds with netting over them house lettuces and other green leafy
vegetables, framed by fig trees.

(continued from page 13)

Park in San Francisco and Levi Stadium in Santa Clara, said part of
any orchard’s success is dependent on the soil, fertilizer and spacing
of crops.
“If the point is for me to produce really great fruit, 10 feet is a
good rule of thumb. If the point is to have a design element like a
hedge, you can do them closer, but that’s specifically for design. If
you have a piece of land like Jeannie’s — her backyard is about a
14 | HOME + GARDEN DESIGN

third of an acre — 10 feet is the right spacing.”
While the project is mostly complete, Kahwajy said she will be
taking care of the bulk of the day-to-day work of tending to her
backyard.
“My mom grew up on a farm and ... I know that when things
aren’t going right I can call her. Lara is creating the mechanisms
and teaching people how to harvest. I think that Lara is designing
and building the infrastructure for this.”
Kahwajy said she loves how the new orchard has transformed
her home, although it will take a couple of years before the newly
planted trees reach their producing potential.
“I feel like I love where I live a lot more,” said Kahwajy. “We have
a very nice house, but I just feel like the feeling of the house got a
lot better. I look outside from my kitchen table and see it. I don’t
have to be in the backyard to enjoy it.
“I don’t really have a wish list anymore for my backyard. I want
to enjoy it now.” H+G
Melissa McKenzie is a freelance writer for the Weekly.
She can be emailed at melissa.r.mckenzie@gmail.com.
Farmscape is based in Oakland and can be reached
at 510-987-8612 or at its website, farmscapegardens.com.

A different approach to

LAWN & GARDEN MAINTENANCE

WHAT MAKES US DIFFERENT
We never use glyphosate (Round-Up)
We only use battery-operated equipment
(less noise and less emissions then gasoline
powered equipment)
Q We want to help lessen your home’s carbon
footprint and reduce CO2
Q No inorganic fertilizers which leech into
our streams and Bay
Q All-natural recycled mulches
Q Environmental horticulturist on staff
Q
Q

OUR SERVICES INCLUDE
Full lawn & garden maintenance
QƂÕ>]«iÀi>yÜiÀLÕL«>Ì}p
«ÌÃ>`yÜiÀLi`Ã
Q Weekly, monthly, quarterly maintenance plans
Q Irrigation repairs-renovation-maintenance
of existing systems is available
Q

ALL ORGANIC
NO CHEMICALS
ALL ELECTRIC
NO GASOLINE

CALL FOR A FREE ESTIMATE • 650.40 0.7255 • MOTHERE ARTHL ANDSCAPES.COM

We’ve painted some of the

MOST BEAUTIFUL HOMES

48

20

60
ic.

L

on the Peninsula.

For A Prompt Estimate Please Call:

Beautify, Protect and
Preserve your Most
Important Investment
Quality Interior and
Exterior Painting
Residential and Commercial

(650) 321-9302
Visit Us On The Web At:

www.stanfordpainting.com

Family Owned since 1988
Protect Your Family - We’re
/HDG6DIH&HUWLÀHG
5-Year Warranty
Free Estimates
LmZg_hk]IZbgmbg`blghmZ_ÛebZm^]pbmaLmZg_hk]Ngbo^klbmr
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DO-IT-YOURSELF

H

ave you noticed how
succulents are becoming a “thing?” That’s because
they are long-lasting, easy
to care for and require little
watering. Want to learn how
to make your own succulent
terrarium? Follow these easy
steps to do it yourself. You
can use succulents that have
been growing in your garden
or you can buy new ones. It’s
fast, easy and you will have a
gorgeous centerpiece.
This project was personally fun for me as I got to
meet many wonderful neighbors who donated beautiful
succulents (which are easily
propagated from cuttings) for
this project. You can buy succulents at many stores, from
Safeway or Trader Joe’s to
specialty shops like Terrain
or nurseries.
Gravel, pebbles and soil
are also available at hardware stores like Ace or Home
Depot. H+G

MATERIALS NEEDED:
• A container: this can be a glass bowl,
a large candleholder, an aluminum or
teak terrarium
• Soil
• Gravel
• Pebbles
• A variety of succulent plants
• Moss
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DO-IT-YOURSELF

1

Spread 1 inch of gravel (unevenly shaped small rocks)
evenly along the bottom of your container. This will help
with drainage.

4
5

Once you have planted all your succulents, cover the soil
with small decorative pebbles and moss to add greenery.
Water the plants. Succulents don’t need a lot of water, so
water about one time per week.

2

Over the gravel, add soil, probably nearly filling your
container.

6

Place your new terrarium in a place where your succulents
will get lots of sunlight.

Calling all crafters and do-it-yourselfers:

3

Arrange your succulents in the order you want to put
them, and plant them in your container one at a time.

In occasional editions of Home + Garden Design, this Do-ItYourself section will feature a house or garden project with simple
steps to help local residents’ homes go from zero to beautiful. If you
have a project or skill you would like to share, please email the editor at
editor@paweekly.com.
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THE DREYFUS GROUP
RECENT LISTINGS AND SALES

ACTIVE

ACTIVE

HIDDEN VALLEY LANE, WOODSIDE
Offered at $34,600,000

1250 CAÑADA ROAD, WOODSIDE
Offered at $13,500,000

135 WILLOWBROOK DRIVE, PORTOLA VALLEY
Offered at $6,550,000

SOLD

SOLD

1320 WEBSTER STREET, PALO ALTO
Offered at $5,750,000

SOLD

Michael Dreyfus
650.485.3476
m.dreyfus@ggsir.com
CalBRE 01121795

SOLD

345 GOLDEN OAK DRIVE, PORTOLA VALLEY
Offered at $6,995,000

525 CENTER DRIVE, PALO ALTO
Offered at $7,498,000

SOLD

5 PHILLIPS ROAD, PALO ALTO
Offered at $4,300,000

215 JOSSELYN LANE, WOODSIDE
Offered at $11,998,000

SOLD

SOLD

308 OLIVE HILL LANE, WOODSIDE
Offered at $7,995,000

ACTIVE

1101 HAMILTON AVENUE, PALO ALTO
Offered at $5,295,000

SOLD

SALE PENDING

1133 CHANNING AVENUE, PALO ALTO
Offered at $2,898,000

Noelle Queen
650.427.9211
n.queen@ggsir.com
CalBRE 01917593

231 WINDING WAY, WOODSIDE
Represented Buyer

Miranda Junowicz
650.332.4243
m.junowicz@ggsir.com
License No. 02019529

DOWNTOWN PALO ALTO 728 Emerson Street, Palo Alto | Each Office is Independently Owned and Operated.
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DESIGN

BUILD

R E N OVAT E

SERVICE

R E PA I R

426 WILLOW RD, MENLO PARK

650.323.7946 | WWW.SKYLINEPOOLS.COM
O P E N M O N D AY- F R I D AY 8 A M - 4 P M

Exotic Stone from around the World

Visit our 60,000 square foot Showroom in Palo Alto
WE STOCK:

GRANITE | MARBLE | LIMESTONE | QUARTZITE | CAESARSTONE SLABS AND TILE
CERAMIC | PORCELAIN | GLASS TILE | WATERJET | & MUCH MORE

Palo Alto 650.800.7840

Carmel 831.250.7435

Monterey 831.583.1011

Show this ad and receive a 20% DISCOUNT
W W W.C A R M E L I M P O R T S .C O M
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GE T O UT SIDE &

P LAY
Off ers End Ap ril 30, 201 8

FREE LADDER
With New Trampoline
rampoline Purchase!
P
Purchas
Purchase
urrchhas
ase
se!!

OVAL

ROUND

SQUARE

TRAMPOLINE

TRAMPOLINE

TRAMPOLINE

100

Technologyy
absorbs motion
ion
io
& stabilizes hoop
hooop

$

OF F

Goalrilla CV60s and CV72s Series
Goals. See store for details.

CV
V 60S

CV 72S

Bring The Kids To Our HUGE Indoor

SUPERST ORES!
T HE B ACKYARD F ACT ORY . COM
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1901 Camino Ramon, Suite C. Danville, CA • 925.830.8833
LOCATION COMING SOON! Santa Clara, CA • 408.727.1744

TECH LIFE

Hands-on tech
PALO ALTO STORE LETS PEOPLE TRY BEFORE BUYING
by Christine Lee

O

rdering home goods online can be a convenient way to improve
your home — with the click of a button, the thing arrives at your
door. But ordering online can bring unexpected surprises: the new
doorbell isn’t as loud as the online description said, or the security
camera’s resolution is terrible.
Experiences like these inspired Vibhu Norby to open b8ta, a Palo
Alto store where customers get direct interaction with tech products
that are only sold online.
“He’s a real tech gadget guy. He was always ordering from online,”
said Alejandra Moran, b8ta sales associate. “But half the time they
were not as good as companies said they were. (He thought) there
must be a way people can try them out before buying them.”
b8ta, located at 516 Bryant St., partners with up-and-coming companies that sell their products solely online on places like Kickstarter,
and rents space out to them so customers can see and buy their products in person. b8ta’s first-ever store opened in downtown Palo Alto
in December 2016 and already has nine different locations spanning
from the Bay Area to New York.
Moran gave the Weekly an inside look on their top-selling home
gadgets at the moment.

Meural Canvas. Photo courtesy of b8ta.

Meural Canvas, $595
Ring Video Doorbell 2, $199
This high-tech doorbell not only alerts you when someone’s in front
of your home or delivering packages, but also monitors your home
while you’re not there. The doorbell is connected to your phone,
tablet and PC with live high-definition video. The device also allows
virtual communication with visitors ringing your doorbell.
The Ring also provides a community network so neighbors can
share videos from their doorbell. If a package gets stolen or someone
unwanted is constantly coming to the door, you can save the video
and alert neighbors. The device lets the user take action when they
see something, whether it’s communicating with what’s being seen or
communicating with neighbors.

Can’t afford a real masterpiece? This digital canvas uses hand-gesture controls to change the pictures on a 29.5-by-19.2-inch screen with
a matte finish. The matte finish ensures there won’t be any glare on
the screen, and instead of seeing the same picture on your wall all the
time, you can change the display depending on your mood or occasion.
You can either upload your own photos through an app (the frame
is Wi-Fi compatible), or the frame comes with about 100 highquality pictures. For $5 a month or $40 a year, you can get access to
40,000 works of art or photographs. Gesture left or right with your
arm at the bottom of the frame to move between photos, gesture up
to get information about the canvas and artist and gesture down to
browse “playlists” to accompany your artwork.
“With the app you can send pictures anywhere around the world.
You can be in India and this can be in Palo Alto at your mom’s house
and you can send pictures to your mom for her to see,” Moran said.

Noon Smart Lighting, Starter Kit $399.99
Noon is a “smart switch” that replaces the light switches in your home
so you can control your lights from one device. “Instead of switching
every lightbulb in your home which can get really, really expensive,
they focus on just replacing the switch, which can control multiple
lights,” Moran said. Replacing one lightbulb could cost more than $150,
whereas Noon costs about $400 but covers multiple lights. The Noon
switch goes over your current light switch and recognizes any type of
lightbulb. The device allows the user to control the dimness of the lights.
She recommends the Noon especially for larger homes with many
lights. The device also lets you turn off your lights remotely if you
forget to turn them off when you leave. H+G

Ring Video Doorbell 2. Photo courtesy of b8ta.

Christine Lee is the assistant editor at the Palo Alto Weekly.
She can be emailed at clee@embarcaderopublishing.com
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I have been busy in your neighborhood!
If you are thinking of buying or selling, call me!

26615 ANACAPA DR.,
LOS ALTOS HILLS

840 MORA DR.,
LOS ALTOS

127 OTIS AVE.,
WOODSIDE

887 LINDA VISTA WAY,
LOS ALTOS

Represented the Seller

Represented the Seller

Represented the Buyer

Represented the Seller

956 KENNARD WAY,
SUNNYVALE

720 QUETTA AVE.,
SUNNYVALE

928 MACKENZIE DR.,
SUNNYVALE

25600 FRAMPTON CT.,
LOS ALTOS HILLS

Represented the Buyer

Represented the Buyer

Represented the Seller

Represented the Buyer

23151 MORA GLEN DR.,
LOS ALTOS HILLS

101 SECOND ST.,
LOS ALTOS

119 HILLVIEW RD.,
REDWOOD CITY

119 GREEN MEADOW,
PALO ALTO

Represented the Seller

Represented the Seller

Represented the Buyer

Represented the Buyer

119 SUNKIST LN.,
LOS ALTOS

974 LUNDY LN.,
LOS ALTOS

897 CHERRY CREEK CIR.,
SAN JOSE

26007 RANCHO MANUELA LN.,
LOS ALTOS

Represented the Buyer

Represented the Buyer

Represented the Buyer

Represented the Seller

All Listings
are SOLD
475 LELAND AVE.,
PALO ALTO

500 UNIVERSITY AVE.,
LOS ALTOS

1518 HILLVIEW DR.,
LOS ALTOS

Represented the Buyer

Represented the Buyer

Represented the Seller

650-917-5811 Direct
terricouture.com
terri.couture@cbnorcal.com
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CalBRE #01090940

Top 1% Coldwell Banker

Jump into Spring!

and

Gifts

3130 Alpine Road, Portola Valley
650.854.3850
2029 Ralston Avenue, Belmont
650.232.7154

Best Nursery
and Best Florist

ERS’ CH

E
OIC

Ladera
Garden

READ

Visit us for all your gardening needs
2017

Full Service Nursery and Premiere Home Decor
Come and see us at our two locations in Portola Valley & Belmont!
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$1,927,400

DONATED IN 5 YEARS

334

REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS

126

COMMUNITY ORGANIZATIONS

1

ORGANIZATION STRIVING TO
BE SOCIALLY RESPONSIBLE

Since its inception in 2012, Sereno Group’s 1% For Good program
has donated $1,927,400 to local organizations in an effort to support
those groups making a positive difference within our communities. It
is our mission to create a culture that is mindful of our responsibility
to our earth and to our community. We are continually exploring
ways in which to improve our use of resources and our ability to
support the community through volunteering and philanthropy.
WWW.SERENOGROUP.COM
PALO ALTO // LOS ALTOS // SARATOGA // LOS GATOS // LOS GATOS NORTHPOINT
WILLOW GLEN // SANTA CRUZ // APTOS // WESTSIDE SANTA CRUZ
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Perennially beautiful
MANY FLOWERING PLANTS WILL REBLOOM
FOR YEARS IF YOU PICK THEM OVER ANNUALS
by Jack McKinnon

O

ften, what passes for color in gardens are annual flowers. They
are used in beds, usually in front of everything else. In early
spring these are often cyclamen, primroses and pansies for the most
part.
Only pansies are true annuals, which means they need to be
replanted each year. Primroses are perennials (they regrow and
rebloom each year) and cyclamen are tuberous perennials although
they are often treated like annuals.
It is generally easier to say what perennials are not, than it is to say
what they are. Perennials are not trees, they’re not annuals, they’re
not shrubs, and they are typically not groundcovers.
The more common perennials that we see are agapanthus (tall
light purple flowers), aquilegia, aster, anemone, clintonia, campanula (bellflowers), diascia, dianthus, eryngium, epimedium,
hellebores, geranium, hemerocallis, kinophofia, hosta, lobelia,
penstomen, euphorbia, oenothera, plumaria, papaver, ranunculus,
salvia (also known as sage), as well as sedges and grasses.
Look them up individually and search the varied colors, sizes,
shapes and textures that are found in perennials. Of course the list
above is just the tip of the iceberg of perennials that are available
and will grow in the Bay Area. If you want to dig deeper and want
a reference book or two on the subject, I recommend a two-volume
set by Roger Phillips and Martyn Rix published by Random House
entitled “Perennials Volume 1 and 2.”
There are many advantages to planting perennials for color in the
garden especially in the spring and summer.
Perennials provide larger scale plantings. Where you might put in
100 annuals to fill a garden bed, you could put in 30 perennials and
get a much bigger variety of color filling the bed for years.
They require different, and often less maintenance than other
plants. Although still needing dead-heading and cleanup, perennials don’t require cultivation of soil or mulch.
Perennials provide more cut flowers and they
propagate easily from cuttings or division.
They have a larger color range. With such a
large selection and so many species there are
many more flower choices to be had. They are
collectible, meaning you can have several species
of the same genus. If you like rare plants, these
are a good investment because they live longer.
Unlike annuals, they can be shaped and
manipulated with pruning and division.
Perennials can be selected for their resistance
to pests like aphids, fungus and gophers. For
example, euphorbias (also called spurge) are
quite toxic and considered a gopher-resisting
plant, meaning gophers find it very
unpleasant to dig around or underneath them.
As usual there’s always much to learn

Perennials require less maintenance and can fill a garden better than annual
flowers. Some examples are (top) ranunculus, salvia (middle), dianthus (bottom)
and bellflower (left). Photos courtesy of PhotoSpin and Thinkstock.

when it comes to gardening. The most important thing is to have
fun and try many different ways to show off your garden. H+G
Jack Mckinnon is a garden coach and can be reached at
650-455-0687 check out his website JackTheGardenCoach.com
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SILHOUETTE® WINDOW SHADINGS

From glare to glow. For less.
Save now on Hunter Douglas window fashions.

Light-diffusing window fashions from Hunter Douglas let you design with soft light.
Enjoy generous rebates on qualifying purchases April 14 – June 25, 2018.

REBATES STARTING AT

$100* ON QUALIFYING PURCHASES
Windows & Beyond, Inc
4020 Fabian Way, Palo Alto
650-938-8822

633 W. Dana St., Mountain View
650-318-6828
46279 Warm Springs Blvd, Fremont
510-623-8822

Mention this Ad for FREE Installation!

www.windowsandbeyond.com

*Manufacturer’s mail-in rebate offer valid for qualifying purchases made 4/14/18–6/25/18 from participating dealers in the U.S. only. Offer excludes HDOrigins™ and Nantucket™ Window Shadings, a collection of Silhouette® Window
Shadings. Rebate will be issued in the form of a prepaid reward card and mailed within 4 weeks of rebate claim receipt. Funds do not expire. Subject to applicable law, a $2.00 monthly fee will be assessed against card balance 6
months after card issuance and each month thereafter. Additional limitations may apply. Ask participating dealer for details and rebate form. ©2018 Hunter Douglas. All rights reserved. All trademarks used herein are the property of
Hunter
or +
their
respectiveDESIGN
owners. 18Q2MAGSC2
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Midtown Realty, Inc.
Real Results, Real Estate
SOLD

“For more than 60 years, Midtown Realty has been assisting its
neighbors and friends with one of the most important purchases
in their life… their home! At Midtown Realty, we are dedicated to
working with people, not clients. We sell homes, not houses and Palo
Alto is our home, not a branch ofﬁce. Year after year people trust us
to help with their most important investment, their home. You too can
count on us for all your real estate needs. Give us a call today.”

Your Neighborhood
Midtown Realty Team
SOLD

Jane Volpe

Tim Foy

Joann Weber

Owner/Broker

Realtor/MBA

Ryan Eltherington

Molly Foy Rich

Rosemary Prince
Realtor/Property
Manager

Realtor/Senior
Property Manager

SOLD
Realtor

Realtor

Chris Taylor

Robert I. Steinberg

Realtor

SungHee Clemenson

Lisa Knox

Katie Tseng

Realtor

Realtor

Ofﬁce Manager

Realtor

REAL RESULTS, REAL ESTATE
S I N C E

1 9 5 8

2775 Middleﬁeld Rd, Palo Alto • Phone: (650) 321-1596 Fax: (650)328-1809
See our local listings online at — www.midtownpaloalto.com BRE#
1900986
SPRING
2018 |
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KEEP YOUR
FAMILY SAFE
WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW
ABOUT GAS SAFETY

Natural gas powers many heating, cooling, water heating, laundry, and cooking systems and appliances in
Palo Alto. If gas leaks, it can be very dangerous. To stay safe, follow these tips.

HOW TO
RECOGNIZE
A GAS LEAK

SMELL
A distinctive, strong odor
similar to rotten eggs.

WHAT TO DO
IF YOU
RECOGNIZE A
GAS LEAK
WHAT NOT
TO DO IF YOU
RECOGNIZE A
GAS LEAK

SIGHT
A white cloud, mist, fog,
bubbles in standing water,
blowing dust, or vegetation
that appears to be dead or
dying for no reason.

LEAVE THE AREA

TURN ON/OFF
LIGHTS, APPLIANCES,
PHONES, VEHICLES,
OR EQUIPMENT

SOUND
A roaring, hissing, or
whistling sound.

CALL 911

STRIKE A MATCH
OR LIGHTER

LOOK FOR A
GAS LEAK

IMPORTANT CONTACT NUMBERS
EMERGENCIES: 911

GAS UTILITY ASSISTANCE (24-HOUR) (650) 329-2579

BEFORE DIGGING IN YOUR YARD: 811
For more information and safety tips, visit: cityofpaloalto.org/safeutility
Individuals with disabilities who require accommodations to access City facilities, services or programs, or who would like information on the City’s compliance with the
Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) of 1990, may contact the City’s ADA Coordinator at (650) 329-2368 (voice) or email ada@cityofpaloalto.org 4/18
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HANDY HARDWARE

By the numbers
VISIBILITY GOES HAND IN HAND
WITH STYLE FOR HOUSE ADDRESSES
by Marley Arechiga

H

ome address numbers can be a fun form of
self-expression for a homeowner, but new
trends are bolstering their most important purpose:
to make it clear to first responders where you live.
Many Midpeninsula residents don’t realize
address numbers are part of state building and
fire codes and have to meet certain specifications.
According to Palo Alto-based architect Kendra
Rosenberg, numbers must be six inches tall and
their colors should contrast with the color of the
home.
On new buildings in Palo Alto, new address identification must
be illuminated.
“It really is a fire and safety issue,” Rosenberg said. “You want to
let people know where to find you and you never want that day to
come when someone has to find you and you have big numbers that
are hidden.”
She said LED backlit numbers are more affordable now than they
were 10 years ago. They can range from $10 to more than $100, and
can even be solar-powered.

There are many ways to make home address
numbers pop. According to Kayla Liseth,
showroom manager at Belmont Hardware, a
mecca for hardware of all types from plumbing
to lighting to address numbers, more commonly
used materials today include oil-rubbed bronze
numbers with modern fonts and clean lines.
Oil-rubbed bronze is a “live metal,” said
Rosenberg, which means that when touched Dark-finished bronze
enough a lighter bronze will shine through. metal numbers are on
Bronze door knobs commonly become brighter trend, as well as backlit
over time for this reason. Since home address ones. File photos.
numbers are not touched, oil-rubbed bronze
will remain dark, making them ideal for light colored homes.
Both stainless steel and oil-rubbed bronze are versatile materials,
Rosenberg said, and can be attached to a variety of home designs
from stucco to wood. Many homeowners today are using “standoffs”
to mount their numbers so that they stick out rather than being flush
against a building.
Whether homeowners shop for address numbers to match other
exterior hardware is a mixed bag — Liseth said her clients normally
match the fixtures while Rosenberg said that sometimes homeowners want their address numbers to have their own character.
Newer, modern houses lean toward modern home address numbers
with updated features such as backlighting, while those renovating
their homes stick to what they already own. H+G

Is your agent there for you?
I am there for my clients...

Marley Arechiga is a former intern at the Palo Alto Weekly.

CHARLIE
PORTER
650-327-1313

licensed, friendly and helpful staff.
Serving the community for over 28 years!
Charlie Porter Farmers® Agency
License # 0773991

671-A Oak Grove Ave, Menlo Park
cporter2@farmersagent.com
SPRING 2018 | 29

:HQHYHUIRUJHWLWʗV\RXUKRPHp

(PSOR\HH2ZQHG +DUUHOO5HPRGHOLQJFRP

30 | HOME + GARDEN DESIGN

  3DOR$OWRDQG/RV*DWRV

Art 'PS:PVS Floor

Exquisite beauty, life-long quality, truly one of a kind.
650.327.5040 | STEPHENMILLERGALLERY.COM | MENLO PARK
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Helping Create Lasting, Beautiful Homes
Your local source for Architectural Stone, Paving, Landscape Stone & more.

MASONRY SHOWROOM
2490 Charleston Road
Mountain View, CA 94043

(877) 282-0522
www.pbm1923.com
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Yard Locations:
Redwood City
Sunnyvale
San Martin
Livermore

