
”

“At Paly, there’s kind of a norm of 

going to the ‘best,’ most selective 

college you can get into. Some-

times other factors that can be 

important like proximity to home 

and money fall to the wayside, but 

I realized a lot of those factors were 

important to me and my family. … There were definitely some 
instances where people, even if they didn’t say it straight to my 

face, implied that if you’re a good student, why aren’t you go-

ing to a ‘better’ college, a ‘better’ school. I had a few different 
options I was looking at and I had some more prestigious op-

tions so a lot of people were very shocked when 

I told them that I had decided. … One person 

even asked me, ‘Oh, do you not care at all?’

Gila Winefeld
Class of 2019
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‘‘ College is 

always on our minds. ... 

There’s always tension in the 

air. There’s always some kind of 

looming fear that you’re going to 

mess up. People can seem kind of fake 

sometimes and it’s hard to be 

able to do what you want 

because you think 

there is some right 

thing that you 

have to do.”

Andrew Shih
Class of 2019

  (Fixing the culture) takes a full community effort to em-

phasize studying at places that are going to be best for the student 

that aren’t necessarily revered as the best in the country. It starts 

with parents but it definitely percolates down to students and is 
kind of fostered by everybody 

in the Paly community. I think 

the first step is recognizing 
that it’s an unhealthy and re-

ally warped viewpoint. The 

school that you attend is ulti-

mately not going to be the de-

terminer of the success in your 

life, it’s going to be the types 

of work you do at the school, 

the people you meet and the 

experiences you gain.

‘‘

‘‘

Dominic Thibault | Class of 2019

“After Paly, I’m going to enroll in the 

University of Waterloo up in Canada. 

It’s got a co-op program so it’s five years 
where I’ll spend half my time working. 

I’ll probably work in a software company, 

and I really like the program and how 

it works. It’s a five year program and I 
end up getting two degrees after that. ... 

There’s a very different culture in Canada 
about college admissions; there’s no col-

lege admissions counselors or standardized 

testing. ... But (going international) was a 

clear choice.”

Ryan Ehrlich
Class of 2019

 (Paly’s college cul-

ture) is extremely toxic. It’s 

detrimental to a person’s 

health, mental health, and 

it hurts not only them-

selves, but others around 

them. Because there are 

kids who can’t pay for 

colleges like that. And there’s kids that just don’t know how 

to get better grades; they have some kind of learning disabil-

ity. And they’re looking at their peers getting into all the top 

colleges that their parents talk to them about all the time and 

they can’t do it. There’s a wall. There’s a barrier.

‘‘

‘‘
Ingrid Paixao | Class of 2019

 “I’m looking to celebrate everyone, and post-high school 

options of all kinds. Right now we’re talking about only 

college. What about folks who decide to go to the mili-

tary? There are other options out there — granted, not as 

many students at Paly pursue them, but it would be inter-

esting to highlight them all, or even to promote them all.”

Sandra Cernobori
College & Career Center Counselor

“People really put (community college) 

down. Like, ‘Oh, community col-

lege, that means you couldn’t get into 

a four-year, that means you’re poor or 

you’re broke.’ That didn’t offend me 
because that’s your opinion, but it’s just 

not true. Community college is tough. 

Foothill is really hard the first two years 
because they’re trying to improve your 

academic skills and all that. I do feel 

like there is this veil of shame on com-

munity college that there shouldn’t be.” Hanna Corny | Class of 2019

“I know a lot of teachers have been really sup-

portive of me and they’ve helped me out. 

They’ve been like, ‘Oh, yeah, there are plenty 

of options.’ So some teachers ... (don’t have) 

that expectation that you have to get into a 

four-year or else you are not worthy 

or smart enough. ... I’m going to 

a community college — I’m 

going to CSM. I think that’s 

a really great option be-

cause community college 

is basically free.”

Sarai Vasquez
Class of 2019

Bryan Kagiri | Class of 2019

“Personally, I think community college is a great, great plan. 

The stigma is that if you aren’t going to a four-year people 

look down on you. I look at it (the opposite way) — if you’re 

going to a two-year that means you’re confident enough 
that you can help yourself out. I don’t understand why 

there’s such a negative view on community college because 

I think it’s a great idea financially and mentally for a senior.”

‘‘ (The scandal) is not a byproduct, it 

is a direct product of believing you 

have to do whatever you can to get 

your kid into this school ...We hate those (U.S. 

News and World Report) rankings here, we abso-

lutely abhor those rankings. You will always hear 

from us TAs: college is a match, it is not a reward. 

There’s a lot more to college than just the academics.

Arne Lim
Paly  ’80 | Math Instructional Supervisor

You also have people who didn’t even apply to college, 

but they wish they could have. Or they wish they could 

go to a four-year college right away after Paly. ... Those 

are the people we need to bolster around here. ... A goal 

without a plan is just a wish. So if you still have a goal to 

go to college, just take a different path, and that’s fine.”

“The moment I said I was go-

ing to England everyone as-

sumed I was going to Oxford 

or Cambridge. Within less than 

a second they would ask me if I 

was going there, and then when 

I would tell them no it kind of 

just made it feel like my college 

wasn’t really as prestigious. ... I’ve always 

been against this culture, it’s been a pretty 

toxic environment. The fact that people are 

so ashamed about where they’re going — 

do not feel ashamed about that, because not 

only have you tried your hardest and you 

made it through Paly alive, but also you’re 

getting a higher education. And that’s all 

you need to make it in this country, is to get 

a higher education. So I honestly think peo-

ple are stressing over really nothing.”

Phoebe Crabb | Class of 2019

T
he Post-Paly Plans Map has historically been one of The Campanile’s most highly anticipated pieces. Though its intended 

purpose was to celebrate the post-graduation plans of every senior, the reality is the map contributes to the toxic, comparison-

driven culture at Paly.

Our community fosters a college-centric mindset which erodes one’s sense of value and can lead to students with less traditional 

plans feeling judged, embarrassed or underrepresented. This worldview sets the bar for achievement extremely high and punishes 

anyone who falls short. 

We believe the burden of improving Paly’s environment falls on the students. If we don’t shift how we talk and think about col-

lege, the culture will never improve. This is the reason we decided not to publish the map this year.

We hope this decision sparks discussion about the values and priorities of students, families and community members. We wish 

the best for every graduating Paly student in pursuing their future goals.

Thanks for reading,

Ethan, Leyton, Kaylie, Ujwal and Waverly

2018-2019 Editors-in-Chief
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