
TIMELINE OF THE GUNN HIGH SEXUAL-HARASSMENT CASE
Editor’s note: Below is a timeline of events in this case, compiled from court documents filed by both parties.

April 2016: Palo Alto Unified School District (PAUSD) determines male student is eligible for special 

education due to "pragmatic speech disability" and other "health impairments."

Fall 2017 to The male and female students have a dating relationship.
spring 2018:

Late spring 2018: After the relationship ends, girl alleges boy sexually assaulted her twice in January 2018 in a 

report to Palo Alto Police Department; boy denies the allegation to police. 

June 2018: Girl makes a complaint to school district alleging sexual harassment.

September 2018: PAUSD launches Title IX investigation and puts a no-contact order between the students in place

for the duration of the investigation.

Oct. 10, 2018: Santa Clara County District Attorney’s Office informs both parents that it would not be filing 

charges against the boy for the alleged sexual assault, according to the boy's attorney. The 

Weekly has been unable to independently verify that information.

Oct. 23, 2018: PAUSD's Title IX investigation concludes that boy sexually harassed the girl by making 

offensive verbal comments and sending text messages.

Nov. 5, 2018: PAUSD issues a directive that the boy must limit his attendance to one robotics team meeting a 

week (a club to which the girl also belongs). The directive also prohibits the boy from 

participating in robotics for the remainder of the school year, starting in January.

Dec. 17, 2018: Boy's mother files for an expedited "due process" hearing before an administrative law judge 

seeking to overturn the district's directive and fully reinstate the boy to robotics, which includes a

class and after-school activities. 

Jan. 15, 2019: PAUSD and boy's mother reach a settlement requiring the boy to be placed in the robotics class 

and all related activities and be accompanied by a PAUSD staff member. The girl's family is not 

a party to the agreement.

Jan. 22, 2019: The date of a revised safety directive allowing the boy access to robotics under the settlement 

agreement.

Jan. 24, 2019: Girl's mother files a court order requiring PAUSD to reinstate its previous (Nov. 5) decision.

Jan. 25, 2019: Superior Court Judge Helen Williams issues the temporary order requested by girl's family and 

sets a hearing for Feb. 7, which is subsequently delayed to Feb. 22.

Jan. 31, 2019: Boy's mother files a motion to intervene in the case brought by the girl's family and asks the 

court to enforce the terms of the Jan. 15 settlement agreement.

Feb. 6, 2019: PAUSD school board meets in closed session and decides to ask both parties to resolve their 

dispute through mediation.



Feb. 7, 2019: Attorneys for PAUSD, the girl and the boy appear in court. The boy’s attorney files a motion 

intervening on his behalf.

Feb. 22, 2019: Deadline for PAUSD’s response to the girl’s petition.

March 8, 2019: Hearing scheduled before Judge Williams.

To read the Palo Alto Weekly reporting on this case, go to PaloAltoOnline.com.


