
Friday February 16, 2018 
 
Rolando Bonilla Ana Maria Pulido, President 
Chief Strategy Officer Sharifa Wilson, Vice President 
Voler Strategic Advisors Dr. Gloria M. Hernandez-Goff, Superintendent 
84 W. Santa Clara Stree, Suite 760 Ravenswood School District 2120 Euclid avenue 
San Jose California, 95113 East Palo Alto California, 94303 

 
To the Strategy Officer and Ravenswood District Leadership: 

Nice try at a sneak ambush on the City Government of East Palo Alto.  It failed. 

NOTE:  This is a preliminary response to your letter dated February 15, 2018 and addressed to me as 
the Mayor of East Palo Alto. I will address some issues of context, government procedures and 
protocols to ensure transparency for the public and will make some observations, which are strictly 
my individual concerns. 
 
Context and Background 
Earlier today I was contacted by the media and the Palo Alto Daily Post in particular, wanting to know 
if I had any comments on the letter sent by you to me.  I stated that I could not comment until I actually 
received and read the letter.  She stated it was dated February 15. Later in the day I found out through 
the community grapevine that the letter was being passed out at the Child Development Center by 
district people.  I went to City Hall to pick up my packet since we have a regularly scheduled meeting 
on Tuesday the 20th.  I thought perhaps the letter had been delivered.  It was not, so I assume it’s in 
transit via the postal service which is off on Monday the 19th .  A city staff member was working late 
and is a witness no letter was there at City Hall.   Since the letter is already out in the community, I 
managed to get a copy and decided to respond tonight and bring you a hard copy to your retreat 
meeting tomorrow the 17.  By the way, as a member of the public I tried to no avail to get copies of the 
financial and  parcel tax survey results materials that the board will be reviewing tomorrow.  One day 
before and the community and the Board of Trustees and the media are kept in the dark with no 
documents to study!! You did spend time and resources preparing the letter to our Council and letting 
everyone know but kept us completely in the dark.  Attempting to ambush us, in my opinion.  

 
Transparent and Legal Procedures not observed by the Chief Strategy Officer and the President 
In response to your request for the City of East Palo Alto to ‘invest’ in the Child Development Center, 
let me say that I first need a copy of the minutes of the meeting of the Ravenswood District Board of 
Trustees, where this item was properly agendized, discussed and open to public comment.  The 
minutes should contain a record of the vote taken by the Board of Trustees giving direction to make a 
formal request to the East Palo Alto City Council.  When I receive those documents expressing the will 
of the elected leadership of the Ravenswood District I will take this issue to our agenda committee to  
consider placing it on the agenda of the City Council with plenty of time for the public to have an 
opportunity to express their opinions.  Such is the public process.  Your self-inflicted financial crisis 
and your closing of the Child Development Center at the last minute and your laying off of so many 
hard working low payed employees do not justify storming and ambushing the City Council to cover 
up for your mistakes.  I have no doubt that the City Council is as concerned as the County Office of 
Education, and the State Department of California in helping the parents and children get through this 
period of turmoil and failed leadership by the Superintend of Ravenswood.  But don’t play games with 
us and the public. 
 
 
Ruben Abrica 
Mayor, City of East Palo Alto 



  
 
 

  
 
 


