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Moving forward, together.
Right now, in this moment of uncertainty, there’s a
promise we can count on: together, we’ll continue
/*-$. /*/# #'' )" ))ݦ24!*-2-ю
Stanford Medicine, made up of Stanford Children’s
Health, Stanford School of Medicine, and Stanford
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We’re answering the uncertainty with an unwavering
commitment to our community, and meeting this
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We are here for you.
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Upfront

Local news, information and analysis

Poll: 71% say quality of life has declined
Most respondents to Joint Venture poll
think region is on the ‘wrong track’
By Kevin Forestieri

B

ay Area residents grappling with the high cost of
living, growing homelessness and high taxes say the quality of life has sunk in recent years,
with a record number looking to
leave the region altogether.

The grim appraisal, captured in
a survey by Joint Venture Silicon
Valley in partnership with Bay
Area News Group, shows a stark
decline in public perception of the
Bay Area since the COVID-19
pandemic began last year. Polling

of residents across five counties,
including Santa Clara and San
Mateo, found 56% of respondents
are likely to leave in the next few
years, up from 47% in 2020 prior
to the pandemic.
The results show residents
are frustrated with the perennial problems of Silicon Valley — high housing costs, more
people living on the street and
consternation over droughts and

wildfires — but that COVID-19
may have tipped people over the
edge, according to Russell Hancock, Joint Venture’s president
and CEO.
“When you toss a highly infectious disease into the mix you get
a smothering amount of anxiety,”
Hancock said.
The survey, which was conducted late last month, found that 71%
of those who responded felt the

quality of life in the Bay Area is
worse now than it was five years
ago. The opinion was felt strongest among people ages 50 to 64
and those making a household
income between $100,000 and
$250,000. The perception also
changes based on political affiliation, with 92% of those leaning
Republican believing that quality
(continued on page 34)

OPEN SPACE

Boulware
Park to
expand
City’s new plan includes
new dog park, bocce
court, picnic areas
By Gennady Sheyner

W

Magali Gauthier

Deborah Baldwin and Lawrence Markosian hold photos of Jeffrey Cutter, her son and his stepson, outside their home in Palo Alto on July 1.

MENTAL HEALTH

A death at the Opportunity Center raises
questions about security and care
A mother grieves her mentally ill son, who died after drugs
were supplied by a dealer at the facility
By Sue Dremann

J

effrey Cutter’s life came to
an end in the place where
he seemed to finally be protected. Cutter, 37, of Palo Alto,
was found dead by his parents
in his apartment at Palo Alto’s
Opportunity Center on June 12.
His death has raised questions
for his mother, who feels that her
mentally ill son didn’t receive
the kind of care that could’ve
prevented the tragedy.

Deborah Baldwin spoke recently about her grief and of the
inadequately funded and monitored “safety net” system that
she believes failed her son.
“We planned to bring him
home for dinner,” Baldwin said,
recalling the day they showed up
at his door. “We tried and tried,
but we couldn’t reach him, or his
phone was dead.”
On the way up the elevator, at

about 5:30 p.m., she didn’t have
a good feeling.
“I turned to my husband and
said, ‘We have to understand
that one of these times when we
go to see him, he’ll be dead.’”
When they opened his door,
Cutter was lying face down on
the floor. Palo Alto police later
told her they found a packet that
seemed to contain fentanyl, some
methamphetamine and syringes.

Cutter lived at the Opportunity Center, a transitional and
permanent supportive housing
complex in Palo Alto serving
those who are homeless or have
very low incomes.
In the weeks before his death,
her son, who had gotten sober,
had told his mother about a persistent drug dealer, a woman,
whom he tried to rebuff.
“I keep on telling her to go
away,” he’d told Baldwin.
The Santa Clara County Medical Examiner said Cutter died
from mixed-drug toxicity: a
combination of fentanyl, a powerful synthetic opioid; 4-ANPP,
a precursor to fentanyl; and
methamphetamine, a powerful
stimulant. His death was ruled
an accident.

hen Ventura residents
talk about their vision
for the neighborhood’s
future, parks usually top their
wish list.
Despite its central location
in the city, outsized role in Palo
Alto’s housing plans and its status
as the fastest growing neighborhood over the past decade, the
neighborhood only has one park:
the 1.5-acre Boulware Park. Residents haven’t been shy in requesting more open space, particularly
if the city moves ahead with its
current plan of adding about 500
new residences.
“Where are these people going
to play? Where will these families
go? Will they be getting in their
car and driving some place?”
Becky Sanders, moderator of the
Ventura Neighborhood Association, asked last month during a
Parks and Recreation Commission hearing.
Now, help is at last on the way.
Next year, Boulware Park is set to
see a major expansion and renovation — a project made possible by
the city’s purchase of a 0.64-acre
site from AT&T for $2.75 million in 2019. Once the project is
completed, the undeveloped site at
3350 Birch St. will be furnished
with basketball and bocce courts,
a tree-lined picnic area and a dog
park.
The existing park also will be
enhanced and reconfigured to

(continued on page 32)
(continued on page 33)
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Around Town

DROP, COVER, HOLD ON ... It’s
been nearly 32 years since the
Loma Prieta earthquake violently
shook the Bay Area on Oct. 17,
1989. The momentous event is a
good reminder to get one’s supplies
in order and to practice safety drills
such as the earthquake mantra
“drop, cover and hold on,” said
Annette Glanckopf, co-chair of
Palo Alto’s Emergency Services
Volunteers program. The Great
California ShakeOut is on Oct. 21
as part of International ShakeOut
Day, which occurs on the third
Thursday of October. It’s a chance
to review and update emergency
preparedness plans and supplies,
and to secure one’s home, school
and business to prevent damage
and injuries. This year’s event in
Palo Alto includes a Get Ready
to Shake Out photo and video
contest sponsored by the city’s
Office of Emergency Services and
Emergency Services Volunteers.
Residents can win prizes for
categories such as the best
expression during an earthquake
drill; the most creative, safe thing
to do during an earthquake; best
hazard hunt video or securing
your devices; and best earthquake
story (for adults only). Visit
paneighborhoods.org/ashakeoutcontest/shakeout-jpeg/ for more
information. ShakeOut videos from
city Emergency Services Director
Ken Dueker and Police Chief Bob
Jonsen can be found on the Palo
Alto Neighborhoods organization’s
website, paneighborhoods.org.
FARM MEETS TECH ... The Palo
Alto Library’s two-member robot
family of Dewey and Elsie now
have a third member in their clan:
FarmBot. Unlike its elders, the
agricultural robot was “built from
scratch” with help from a local girls
robotics team, according to a Sept.
22 blog post from the library. The
Space Cookies FIRST Robotics
Competition Team 1868 utilized
their experience with robotics and
engineering to create the project,
which is part of the library’s robotics
program and was supported
through an innovation grant from
the Pacific Libraries Partnership.
“The girls were thrilled to work
on the project, and they gained
new knowledge from it, through
much trial and error,” according to
the blog. From wires to sensors
to chips, the team worked with
numerous pieces to bring FarmBot

to life, so to speak. Housed at the
Mitchell Park Community Center,
FarmBot has received warm
welcomes from city staff who have
made sure the robot feels right
at home. The Fire Department
has done fire inspections,
the Information Technology
Department has set up a new
network for FarmBot and the Public
Works Department provided
access to water and electricity.
While Dewey and Elsie have the
ability to roam around, converse
with library visitors and teach
coding to children, FarmBot mostly
stays at its planter. With FarmBot
now assembled, the library is taking
the next step of tuning the software
to the hardware. Eventually the
agricultural robot is expected
to sow seeds, water plants and
remove weeds — all on its own.
NEW GIG ... Former East Palo Alto
police Chief Ron Davis has taken
a new role on the federal level. The
veteran law enforcement leader
is now head of the U.S. Marshals
Service, becoming the 12th person
to serve in the job. He was sworn in
Sept. 27 by U.S. Attorney Merrick
Garland after a unanimous vote by
the Senate. “It is my great honor to
lead the dedicated men and women
of the U.S. Marshals Service who
work tirelessly and selflessly every
day protecting America’s system
of justice, our communities and
the American people,” he said
in a statement. Davis supervises
more than 5,000 employees in the
country and foreign field offices. As
the saying goes, with great power
comes great responsibility, and
Davis’ new job is no exception.
He’s in charge of federal judicial
security, fugitive apprehension,
witness security, asset forfeiture
and prisoner operations, according
to the release. Davis brings an
impressive resume to the role. In
former President Barack Obama’s
administration, he was the director
of the Office of Community Oriented
Policing Services at the Department
of Justice from 2013 to 2017.
During that time, he was appointed
executive director of the President’s
Task Force on 21st Century Policing
in December 2014. His time as a
California law enforcement member
spans over 28 years, including at
the Oakland Police Department,
which he joined in 1985, and East
Palo Alto police, where he was chief
from 2005 to 2013. Q

Upfront
BUSINESS

Tesla to move headquarters
from Palo Alto to Austin
CEO Elon Musk cites housing costs, long commutes and growth limitations
By Lloyd Lee

T

esla Inc., the electric vehicle and energy storage
company, is moving its
Palo Alto-based headquarters
to Austin, Texas, the company’s
CEO Elon Musk said on Oct. 7.
The announcement came during an annual shareholder meeting hosted from inside one of
Tesla’s Gigafactories also located
in Austin.
Musk gave vague explanations
for the move, but cited high housing
costs and long commutes for workers as well as growth limitations
imposed by being in the Bay Area.
“It’s tough for people to afford
houses, and a lot of people have to
come in from far away. ... There’s
a limit to how big you can scale in
the Bay Area,” he said.
But this is not the end of Tesla’s
story in California.
A day after Musk’s announcement, The Registry reported that
Tesla will be leasing 325,000
square feet of office space from
Hewlett Packard at 1501 Page
Mill Road at Stanford Research
Park. According to the publication,

commercial real estate company
Jones Lang LaSalle Incorporated
facilitated the lease on behalf of
HP. Douglas Sharpe, executive
vice president at NAI Northern
California represented Tesla.
Sharpe declined the Weekly’s request for comment due to a nondisclosure agreement.
Propping up the benefits of the
new Texas location, Musk said the
headquarters will be five minutes
from the airport and 15 minutes
from downtown. And while the
company will continue to grow
in California, Tesla will expand
“even more so” in Texas, he said.
Tesla, a company that has
grown exponentially since it was
founded in 2003 and set the standard for electric vehicles, first
arrived to Palo Alto in 2009,
moving from San Carlos into a
350,000-square-foot building in
Stanford Research Park.
The company’s former chief
technical officer and co-founder
J.B. Straubel said one large incentive to come to Palo Alto was the
city’s proximity to Stanford Uni-

versity. (Straubel is also a Stanford alumnus.)
Palo Alto City Manager Ed
Shikada expressed disappointment
in the news, noting, “Tesla has
been a member of the Palo Alto
community for over a decade.”
But, he said in an email to the
Weekly, “This change reflects
the innovative cycle and nature
of Silicon Valley, where we are
seeing highly mobile companies
in our region evolve. We look forward to continuing to adapt to the
economic forces at play.”
Tesla is not the first company
to make an exit out of Palo Alto
during the pandemic.
In August, Palantir Technologies quietly moved out of its Palo
Alto headquarters at 100 Hamilton Ave. to Denver, Colorado.
The company’s CEO Alex Karp
previously expressed frustrations
with Silicon Valley’s “increasing
intolerance and monoculture.”
Hewlett Packard Enterprise
also announced in December that

MULTIPLE POSITIONS
Tencent America LLC has following job opps. in Palo Alto, CA:
HR Specialist [Req. #HRS21]. Prfrm activities in the human
resource area. AI Infra Engineer [Req. #AIE22]. Dsgn & dvlp
machine learning infrastrture for ads recommendatn. AI Infra
Engineer [Req. #NMB79]. Dsgn & dvlp large-scale SW systms
built to handle real-time recommendatn systm. AI Infra
Engineer [Req. #YHG63]. Dsgn & dvlp large-scale SW systms
built to handle real-time recommendatn systm & storage
systm. Mail resumes referenc’g Req. # to: Attn: Azura Gao,
2747 Park Blvd, Palo Alto, CA 94306.

Staff Manufacturing Engineer
Staff Manufacturing Engineer with Rivian Automotive, LLC in Palo
Alto, CA. Lead & manage large scale assembly line equipment,
automation & process projects from initial concept to full scale
production. Must possess a Mast deg or forgn equiv in Mech
Engg & 2 yrs of [or a Bach deg & 5 yrs of prgresivly resp] engg
exp in high volume manfctrng & asmbly. Exp must incl: leadng
desgn for manfactrblty for complx prts & asembles; devlpng
GD&T, tolrnce anlysis & dimnsionl vartion anlysis for modlar
parts & cmplx mech asembles; devlpng qualifctn & factry
accptnce tests incldg calibrtion, corrlation, capbility, & gage
repeatblty & reprodciblity for high precsion toolng & measrmnt
equipmt; planing & prjct manging instllatn & comssiong of high
precsion tooling & measremnt equipmt; utilzng 2D & 3D CAD
desgn softwre to dvlop layouts, fixtre design, automtion desgns
& modlar strctres; proces improvmnt usng statstical process
capbility analysis tools. Supervise 1 Mfg engineer and 1 Intern.
30% travel required (Domestic or International). Email resume
to Rivian Automotive, LLC, Attn: Mobility, Job Ref #: SME20PA,
hrmobility@rivian.com

Advertising deadline is Tuesday at noon.
To place an ad or get a quote,
contact Kevin Legarda at 650.223.6597
or email digitalads@paweekly.com.

(continued on page 30)
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Upfront
EDUCATION

With return of in-person education,
schools grapple with staffing shortages
Districts scramble to find substitute teachers,
other school workers as pandemic wears on
By Zoe Morgan and Angela Swartz
1,100 students, is facing the same
problem plaguing many districts
across the region and beyond:
pandemic-induced staffing shortages. Over three-quarters of
school district administrators in
the U.S. report experiencing at
least moderate staffing shortages
this school year, according to a
recent nationwide survey by the
EdWeek Research Center.
Locally, schools are having
trouble finding people to fill a
variety of positions, including
crossing guards, bus drivers and
classroom assistants.

The struggle
to find substitutes
A shortage of substitute teachers has proved to be a particular pain point for schools on the
Peninsula. Districts have had
to get creative, with principals,
counselors and other school
staff covering classes. Teachers
in some cases are also filling in
for their absent colleagues during free periods meant to be
set aside for grading and lesson
planning.

These stop-gap measures may
be unavoidable, but they have an
impact, whether that’s a counselor
who has to cancel an appointment
with a student or a teacher who
misses out on important preparation time, Palo Alto Unified
School District Superintendent
Don Austin said.
The Palo Alto district, which
serves over 11,700 students, according to data from 2020, in transitional kindergarten through 12th
grade, has seen its pool of substitute teachers shrink substantially.
Before the pandemic, there were
over 200 active substitutes in the
district. Now, there are 111.
“To feel good about our situation, we’d probably want to double
that number,” Austin said.
The Los Altos School District, which had roughly 4,000
students in 2020, has similarly
seen a sharp drop in the number
of available substitutes. There
are roughly 25 substitutes in the
TK-8 school district this fall,
compared with about 80 in the
2019-2020 school year.
The shortage has meant that in

Magali Gauthier

M

ei Chan may be the Las
Lomitas Elementary
School District’s chief
business officer, but on a chilly
morning earlier this week, Chan
was also a crossing guard for the
district, which has one school in
Menlo Park and one in Atherton.
Dressed in a green reflective vest,
she ushered students across the
intersection of Avy and Altschul
avenues near La Entrada Middle
School.
Chan started supervising students on their way to the school
on Sept. 24 when the school’s
crossing guard resigned. The
hiring firm the school district
uses, All City Management Services, has had difficulty enlisting
guards, she said.
“One of us had to be out there,
so I picked up the stop sign and
just started being out there,” said
Chan, who was hired by Las Lomitas three and a half months
ago. “As CBO, we just jump in
wherever help is needed. It could
be moving furniture. We’re not a
large district.”
Las Lomitas, which has roughly

Substitute teacher Dana Torok helps a second grader complete a math
assignment at Oak Avenue Elementary School in Los Altos on Oct. 13.
some instances, principals have View Whisman School District
been asked to cover classes, said Superintendent Ayinde Rudolph
Erin Green, the district’s director said.
of student and staff services.
As a TK-8 school district, many
“To tie up a principal in a class- Mountain View Whisman sturoom is really hard because then dents are currently too young to
they’re not able to address all of be vaccinated. Rudolph said he
the big picture things that are believes finding substitutes may
coming their way,” Green said.
be easier once children under 12
can get their shots.
Another part of the challenge,
Identifying possible
Rudolph said, is that the credenreasons for staffing
tialing process for substitutes got
crunch
disrupted by the pandemic. AcSubstitute teacher shortages cording to Green, some substihave been a recurring issue over tutes also retired, moved out of
the years, but the pandemic has the area or are helping to care for
made the problem more acute, family members.
“All these things have a comschool leaders say.
“It’s already been hard to find pounding impact on availability
subs, but the hardest problem to have subs,” Rudolph said.
The broader trend of open
about this now is that we’re asking people to go into rooms where
kids are unvaccinated,” Mountain
(continued on page 34)

ENVIRONMENT

California pulls the plug on gas-powered
leaf blowers under new law
Legislation targets sales of new ‘small off-road engine’ equipment
By Gennady Sheyner
quality and negatively impact
human health, causing asthma
and lung disease and other awful health impacts on landscaping professionals who breathe in
exhaust day in and day out,” Berman said.
For cities like Palo Alto, Los
Altos and Menlo Park — all of
which are in Berman’s district —
a ban on gas-powered leaf blowers is far from new. Los Altos
banned them in 1991, becoming
the first jurisdiction in the area to
do so. Menlo Park and Palo Alto
followed suit in 1998 and 2005,
respectively, though Menlo Park’s
law was subsequently overturned
in a referendum and Palo Alto’s,
which applies exclusively to residential neighborhoods, has not
been vigilantly enforced.
The new state law casts a wider
net than these local ordinances. It
applies to all devices with small
off-road engines under 25 horsepower and unlike the local ordinances, which were prompted
primarily by noise complaints, the
state law focuses on greenhouse
gas emissions and health impacts.

Page 8 • October 15, 2021 • Palo Alto Weekly • www.PaloAltoOnline.com

The bill’s passage makes California the first state to phase out gaspowered leaf blowers.
For some, particularly in the
commercial sector, the shift
could pose significant challenges,
according to an analysis of AB
1346 by state Assembly staff. The
analysis notes that for residential
uses, rechargeable electric lawnmowers, leaf blowers and string
trimmers have been “available for
years and have significant market
share.” For commercial users,
however, “there is very little market for zero-emission equipment
as today’s technology is relatively
expensive and requires multiple
batteries and/or frequent recharging and replacement.”
Supporters of the bill hope to
address the slow adoption of zeroemissions equipment in the commercial sector by both adopting
the new restrictions and by appropriating $30 million in the budget
to help small businesses make the
switch. Minutes before the Senate
voted 21-9 to approve the bill on
Sept. 8, Sen. Ben Allen, D-Santa
Monica, argued that the law is

Veronica Weber

N

early three decades after
Peninsula cities began implementing bans on gaspowered leaf blowers, the effort
has found a foothold at the state
level, with Gov. Gavin Newsom
signing a bill on Oct. 9 that will
phase out their sales.
Among the dozens of bills that
Newsom signed in his final action of the legislative session is
Assembly Bill 1346, which was
authored by Assembly member
Marc Berman, D-Menlo Park, and
which directs the California Air
Resources Board to adopt regulations by July 2022 that would prohibit new “small off-road engines”
— a category that includes gaspowered leaf blowers, generators,
pressure washers and chainsaws
— by 2024.
In making the case for the bill,
Berman cited their environmental
impact. In a June speech on the
floor of the Assembly, he noted
that daily emissions of air pollution from small engines are projected to surpass those from passenger cars this year.
“These emissions worsen air

A gardener uses a gasoline powered leaf blower to blow dead leaves and
debris out of a front yard and into the street for sweeping and removal.
necessary to foster the state’s
transition to cleaner equipment.
“Unless we put pressure on
the industry, they’re not going to
take the steps necessary to get
these better lower-emission or
zero-emission generators onto
the market and widely available
for folks,” Allen said.
Not everyone agrees. Opponents of the bill argued that the
legislation will impose unreasonable restrictions on landscapers
while doing very little to address
climate change. Sen. Brian Dahle,
R-Bieber, suggested at a Sept. 8
hearing on the bill that a switch
to electric equipment would make
generators less reliable.
“When the power is out, how
are you going to charge your bat-

tery so that you can supposedly
keep your refrigerator on?” Dahle
asked during a Sept. 8 hearing
on AB 1346. “We’re converting
everything to power because, for
some reason, this Legislature
hates fuel, which is very sustainable, easy to access and, when the
power is off, you can still use it.”
Assembly member Devon
Mathis, R-Visalia, similarly argued that the bill would cause
more harm than good. He characterized the bill at a Sept. 9
hearing as one that would create
“severe regulations for the businesses that use this equipment
without providing anywhere close
to adequate funding to support
(continued on page 29)

59 Leon Way, Atherton
OPEN SAT & SUN 2:00 - 4:00pm

European Country Manor with Downtown Convenience
3

2+2

31,500

BEDS

BATHS

SQ. FT. LOT

$6,950,000

59Leon.com

Steps to downtown Menlo Park in West Atherton
3 bedrooms, two full and two half baths plus
Guest House with kitchenette and great room
Surrounded by central courtyard and
spectacular gardens
(OHJDQWOLYLQJURRPZLWKÀUHSODFHDQGIRUPDO
dining room
Chef’s kitchen, walk-in pantry, and large casual
dining area
)DPLO\URRPZLWKÀUHSODFHDQGKLJKFHLOLQJV
'HGLFDWHGRIÀFHDQGHQVXLWHKDOIEDWK
Wine cellar with custom racking with
approximately one thousand bottle capacity
Wonderful outdoor venues include courtyard,
FRYHUHGDQGKHDWHGGLQLQJDUHDÀUHSODFH
in-ground spa with cover, synthetic lawn,
vegetable garden, and bountiful rose garden
Excellent Menlo Park schools

Judy Citron
650.400.8424
judy@judycitron.com
judycitron.com
DRE 01825569

#1 Agent ENTIRE Bay Area
#5 Agent California
#21 Agent• Nationwide
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Upfront
CITY FINANCES

Judge to developer: No refund for you
Chop Keenan sues Palo Alto over failure to build downtown garage

Online This Week

These and other news stories were posted on Palo Alto Online
throughout the week. For longer versions, go to www.PaloAlto
Online.com/news.

Water use down 10% after conservation efforts
Since the Santa Clara Valley Water District declared a water
shortage emergency in June, water consumption has continued
to decrease — slowing the rate of groundwater declines. At the
district’s board meeting on Tuesday, staff shared that nearly all of
their 13 water retailers used around 10% less water than they did
in 2019 for the month of August. (Posted Oct. 13, 9:04 a.m.)

Man arrested after alleged violent hate crime
Two people were attacked during a violent hate crime assault in
downtown Palo Alto early Sunday morning, and the suspect had
to be taken into custody with the assistance of a police dog, police
said Tuesday. (Posted Oct. 12, 3:34 p.m.)

Stanford requires COVID vaccines for staff
Stanford is requiring all employees, whether working remotely
or from the office, to be fully vaccinated against COVID-19 by
Dec. 8, the university announced on Oct. 8. (Posted Oct. 11, 9:43 p.m.)

Burglars break into occupied home
Palo Alto police announced earlier this week that they were
looking for four people who they believe broke into an occupied
home on Oct. 8 in the city’s Barron Park neighborhood. (Posted
Oct. 11, 9:20 a.m.)

Stanford professor shares Nobel prize
Stanford University professor Guido W. Imbens was one of two
Bay Area professors who were named Nobel laureates in economics early Monday by the Royal Swedish Academy of Sciences.
(Posted Oct. 11, 9 a.m.)

County spent $225,000 on report it now rejects
A newly released 404-page report, which was authorized by
Santa Clara County in 2019 and cost $225,000, suggests that the
Sheriff’s Office needs more deputies, but county officials say
the findings are outdated and unhelpful. (Posted Oct. 10, 12:48 p.m.)

Drought no longer a temporary emergency
During a Zoom presentation for the Los Altos-Mountain View
branch of the American Association of University Women on Oct.
3, Jeanine Jones, drought manager for the California Department
of Water Resources painted a sobering picture of the future that
could require people to adapt to a world where drought is a normal
condition, not a temporary emergency. (Posted Oct. 10, 8:39 a.m.)
Want to get news briefs emailed to you every weekday?
Sign up for Express, our daily e-edition.
Go to PaloAltoOnline.com/express to sign up.
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ing garage on Hamilton, council
members unanimously agreed in
February 2019 not to move ahead
with the project, which at the time
had a price tag of about $30 million. Instead, council members
generally agreed that downtown’s
parking landscape had changed
since the project was conceived
— most notably, with the creation
of a Residential Preferential Parking program — and that the city
should forgo the new garage and
instead consider a more comprehensive strategy for dealing with
parking.
Today, the downtown garage
remains very much in limbo.
Though it’s still officially listed in
the city’s budget documents, the
council has removed all funding
from the garage except for the inlieu fees because of the council’s
direction to “postpone the project
until downtown parking initiatives are determined.”
The council has already encountered some pushback for its
decision to indefinitely postpone
— if not formally cancel — the
downtown garage from property
owners and business leaders, including the Palo Alto Chamber
of Commerce, which argued in
2019 that by aborting the project
the city is reneging on a promise
it had made to the business community. Keenan’s lawsuit, which
the City Council is scheduled
to discuss in a closed session on
Monday night, makes a similar
case and suggests that by not constructing the garage, the city is
failing to use the parking in-lieu
fees in a way for which they are
intended.
“The city repeatedly represented to the public that the fees
would be timely used to construct
a new downtown parking garage,”
the lawsuit states. “However, the
city has failed for the past seven
years to actually use the funds to
construct such new parking.”
So far, the argument has found
little traction. Last month, a Santa
Clara County Superior Court
judge handed the city a victory

Rendering courtesy Watry Design, Inc.

A

fter exploring and then
rejecting the idea of constructing a new downtown garage, Palo Alto is now
embroiled in litigation with a
downtown property owner who
believes the city has been misusing the fees that it collects from
developers.
At the heart of the dispute between the city and developer
Charles “Chop” Keenan is the
question: Is the city actually required to build parking with the
“parking in-lieu fees” that it collects from commercial developers when it approves projects of
theirs that otherwise don’t meet
the city’s parking regulations?
Keenan’s development at 135
Hamilton Ave., near High Street,
is one such project. In 2013, as
part of the project’s approval, he

By Gennady Sheyner
paid $906,900 in in-lieu parking
fees.
Now, he wants his money back.
A lawsuit that was filed in May on
behalf of his company, Hamilton
and High LLC, maintains that the
city has not been spending the inlieu funds in accordance with law.
The six-story structure that was
planned for the city-owned lot at
375 Hamilton Ave., across from
the downtown post office, was
one of two garages that the City
Council had included on its list of
infrastructure priorities. The other garage, a 636-space structure at
350 Sherman Ave. in the California Avenue business district, was
completed last year.
Though the council spent years
exploring sites for a new garage
and proceeding with design
work on a new 325-space park-

The City Council voted in 2019 not to move ahead with a proposed
garage on the corner of Hamilton Avenue and Waverley Street, a
decision that has prompted a lawsuit from a downtown property owner.
when she rejected Hamilton &
High’s complaint. Keenan’s attorney, David Lanferman, subsequently filed a notice indicating that he will be appealing the
ruling.
The city, for its part, has maintained that the funds are being
collected and spent precisely
in the manner for which they
were intended. This includes the
roughly $1.3 million that the city
had already spent on design work
relating to the downtown garage.
And even though the council
balked on moving ahead with
construction, the project isn’t entirely dead. In 2020, the council
approved a resolution that further
underscored its intent to use the
parking fees “for the purpose
of constructing public parking
spaces within the University Avenue parking assessment district
to serve the parking needs of the
district created by the developments that paid the fees.”
And even despite its change of
direction the prior year, the 2020
resolution states that the city plans
to spend the roughly $6.1 million
that remain in the In-Lieu Fee
fund to construct a garage on
Hamilton Avenue, even though
those funds have not been expended “pending further discussion by
the City Council regarding downtown parking management.”
Attorney Rick Jarvis, who is
representing the city in the court
dispute, maintained in his filed response that the city has “properly
expended proceeds of the Parking
In-Lieu Fee on engineering, design and environmental costs for

CityView
A round-up

of Palo Alto government action this week

City Council

The council did not meet this week.

Council Policy and Services Committee
(Oct. 12)

Audits: The committee approved task orders for Baker Tilly, the firm providing
city auditing services. It also accepted the new Baker Tilly audit on IT Risk
Management Assessment. Yes: Unanimous

Planning and Transportation Commission
(Oct. 13)

Housing: The commission discussed recently approved state legislation
pertaining to housing and the city’s plans to revise the zoning code to comply
with the new laws. Action: None

the development of a new parking
garage, and the record clearly supports the continued need for additional parking downtown.”
Moreover, the city argued that
its parking in-lieu fees are not
bound by the California Mitigation Fee Act, which applies to
other types of fees. Unlike other
fees, Jarvis argued, the parking
fee is voluntary and developers
can avoid it altogether if they opt
to construct more parking.
To bolster its argument that
Keenan and other contributors are
not entitled to a refund, the city
notes that it does not currently
have a funding plan in place for
a new downtown garage. The
city’s existing regulations have
a provision for refunds, though
these only kick in after “sufficient
funds had been collected” to enable the project.
These provisions, Jarvis argued,
allow the city to “finance large
public facilities that may take
years or even decades to finance
through public facility impact
fees without the risk of forfeiting
unexpended funds due to a minor defect in its resolutions and
findings.”
Judge Cynthia Lie largely concurred with the city’s arguments
and rejected Keenan’s request for
a refund. In a Sept. 7 order, Lie
concluded that the in-lieu fees are
not governed by the Mitigation
Fee Act, which requires the city to
adopt formal findings every five
years to account for the money
it has collected. She also found
that the claim for a refund failed
to comply with the one-year statute of limitations. (Landferman
claimed that the statute of limitations should be four years, though
Lie rejected his argument.)
The ruling also leaves open,
however, the possibility that the
city will be ordered to issue a refund at some point in the future
if it fails to move ahead with a
new parking structure — given
the strict legal limitations on how
in-lieu parking fees can be used.
The court agrees, Lie wrote,
“that there may come a time when
the duration of the city’s inaction
on the parking garage — short of
express abandonment — would
warrant restitution on in-lieu
parking fees.” Q
Email Staff Writer Gennady
Sheyner at gsheyner@paweekly.
com.

Pulse
A weekly compendium
of vital statistics

POLICE CALLS
Palo Alto

Oct. 7-Oct. 13
Violence related
University Avenue, 9/8, 8:30 p.m.;
simple battery.
Highway 101 N./Embarcadero Road,
9/14, 2:40 a.m.; sex crime.
Grove Avenue, 9/29, 9 a.m.; child abuse/
physical.
Webster Street, 10/4, 11:45 p.m.; arson.
Bryant Street, 10/5, 12:49 a.m.; arson.
Sycamore Drive, 10/6, 6:09 p.m.; family
violence.
El Camino Real, 10/7, 7:50 p.m.; strong
arm robbery.
San Antonio Road, 10/8, 7:30 a.m.;
simple battery.
University Avenue/Waverley Street,
10/10, 1:32 a.m.; battery.
Theft related
Commercial burglaries . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
Identity theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Residential burglaries . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
Residential burglary attempt . . . . . . . . 1
Shoplifting . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6
Vehicle related
Abandoned bicycle . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Auto theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Bicycle theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Driving w/ suspended license . . . . . . . 1
Hit and run . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Lost/stolen plates . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4
Theft from auto . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9
Theft from auto attempt . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Vehicle accident/minor injury . . . . . . . . 2
Vehicle tow . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4
Alcohol or drug related
Driving under influence . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
Possession of drugs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Possession of paraphernalia . . . . . . . . 1
Miscellaneous
Animal call . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Found property . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5
Hate incident . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Misc. penal code violation . . . . . . . . . . 1
Noise ordinance violation . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Psychiatric subject . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5
Suspicious circumstances . . . . . . . . . . 2
Unattended death . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Warrant/other agency . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5

Menlo Park

Oct. 6-Oct. 10
Violence related
Mills Street, 10/6, 3 a.m.; domestic
battery.
1300 block Willow Road, 6/17, 6:07
p.m.; battery
Theft related
Fraud . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Petty theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Vehicle related
Auto recovery . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Auto theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Bicycle theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
Hit and run . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Stolen catalytic converter . . . . . . . . . . 1
Theft from auto . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Vehicle accident/minor injury . . . . . . . . 1
Vehicle tow . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Alcohol or drug related
Possession of paraphernalia . . . . . . . . 2
Miscellaneous
Found property . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Lost property . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Mental evaluation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Vandalism . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Warrant arrest . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3

Give blood for life!
bloodcenter.stanford.edu

Sara Ann (Sally) Thompson

Susie Mader

October 19, 1938 – September 19, 2021
Saratoga

1943-2021

Sara Ann (Sally) Thompson
passed away peacefully at home on
September 19, 2021, after a long battle with dementia. Sally was born
in 1938 to Leonard and Elizabeth
Cunningham in Schenectady, New
York. In 1946, the family moved to
Menlo Park, CA, where Sally attended Willow School and Menlo
Atherton High School, graduating
in 1955. After attending San Mateo
Community College, Sally worked
in various business positions and
became an Office Manager at Moore Business Forms. Sally is
survived by her dearly loved family: her husband Dick Thompson,
daughter Brooke Knoble (Kevin), son Jon Thompson (Ahn Lien),
son Dale Thompson (Piyawan); and four grandchildren: Ryan
Knoble, Lauren Knoble, Dana Knoble, and Sydney Thompson; and
her blended family, Kevin Bovero, Kristi Snow, Stacey Price, and
Brett Bovero.
Sally was a friend to many and exuded a fun, warm, and caring personality in everything she did. Family was very important,
and she found great joy in their time together. Beyond family, Sally
liked bowling, skiing, biking, and golf, but tennis was truly her
game. She was an avid player who enjoyed the friendships built
during competitive play under USTA. As captain of her team, she
loved to analyze the competition; and her focus was balanced by
her fun sense of humor. One of her favorite sayings was “I don’t
mind losing, as long as I look good doing it!” Sally also enjoyed
travel adventures with her husband and friends and documented
the memories through poetry. Sally was deeply loved and will be
dearly missed. Private services will be held. The family extends
gratitude to Hospice of the Valley for the caring support received
by their compassionate nurses.
PAID

OBITUARY

Answers to this week’s puzzles, which can be found on page 35.

Susie was born in
Burlington
VT
and
moved with her family shortly thereafter to
Vischer Ferry, NY where
she spent her toddler
years. Her family moved
to Schenectady after the
War where Susie attended
primary and junior high
school. She graduated
from Scarsdale High School and enjoyed a brief career in modeling before she married her husband, Tom Mader and had three
children: Charles, Evelyn & Joshua.
In the early 1970s, Susie moved with her family to Palo Alto,
California where she lived in College Terrace for many years before retiring to Sonoma.
Susie was a Mother, Peace Activist and Landscape Designer in
later life. She will always be remembered for her uncompromising commitment to social justice. She leaves behind her former
husband, three children and four granddaughters: McKella,
Jianna, Maisie & Grace.
Susie’s ashes will be interred in Vischer Ferry, NY.
In lieu of flowers, her family is requesting donations to your
local community garden.
PAID
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Linda Louise Heath
February 13, 1941 – October 5, 2021
Linda “Lou” Heath passed
away peacefully in her home
on October 5, 2021. Linda was
born in San Diego, California.
She was an alumna of Palo Alto
High School and continued to
enjoy friendships with graduates of her class of 1958. She
looked forward to and participated in many class reunions.
Linda attended UC Santa
Barbara for two years, then
transferred to the University of
Oregon, where she graduated
with a Bachelors Degree in Communication Disorders and
Sciences. She went on to earn a Masters Degree in Speech
Language Pathology at San Jose State University. Linda’s
career spanned 35 years where she worked in both Jefferson
and San Mateo Union High School Districts. Linda traveled
throughout the districts to various high schools where she
was highly respected for her skills, and even more-so for being a positive influence in the lives of hundreds of students.
Linda was an adventurer and traveled the world, especially
enjoying Europe. She sharpened her French language skills
and was able to converse freely. In her retirement Linda
moved to Sebastopol, where she reveled in baking, gardening
and singing with friends in the Love Choir. Linda’s baking
skills were put to good and frequent use, by fund-raising for
Mr. Music’s elementary school programs. Her garden often
overflowed with fruits and vegetables, which Linda generously shared. Every member of her family looked forward
to her home-made applesauce, jams and delicious chocolate
chip cookies.
Linda is survived by her son, Phillip Heath, daughters,
Janine Elliott (Brian), grandsons Andrew & Ryan, Jeanette
Hileman (Eric), granddaughter Elise and grandson Danny
Hileman (Rachel) and great-grandchildren Heidi, Nicholas
& Bradley, her sister Terri (Galan) Goldberg, three nieces, a
nephew and many others in her large extended family. Linda
treasured her special friendship with Phillip Henderson.
Linda was a beacon of light to her family & friends as well
as strangers, because with Linda you were only a stranger
once. Her loving smile and positive attitude will forever live
in our hearts.
A service of remembrance will be held on November 6,
2021 at Linda’s home in Sebastopol.
PAID
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William Augustus Fenwick

Transitions

August 1, 1938 – October 4, 2021

OBITUARIES

William Augustus (“Bill”) Fenwick of
Palo Alto, California died October 4, 2021,
at age 83. The arc of his life was sweeping,
and his influence on his family, friends,
colleagues and profession will be enduring.
Born into poverty in rural Kentucky, to a
sharecropper father who never attended
school and a mother with just a third-grade
education, he went on to be a founder and
innovative leader of Fenwick & West, one
of the world’s premier law firms focused on
the needs of the technology industry. His
improbable journey was made possible by
remarkable personal fortitude and timely
interventions of generous individuals and
institutions that recognized his potential.
For many years he made efforts to pay
these interventions forward a hallmark of
his own professional and personal life.
Bill was born into a tumultuous household near Curdsville, Kentucky, the
youngest of five siblings who survived
infancy. From a young age, he spent many
summers and weekends working alongside a much older brother-in-law, a farmer
named Anthony Cain who modeled integrity, hard work, and curiosity.
Following brief service in the Navy cut
short by a medical issue, Bill graduated
in 1957 from Owensboro Technical High
School. He attributed his decision to return
to complete high school principally to his
love of basketball, which he played on the
Varsity team and for years afterward.
After high school, Bill moved to Chicago
in search of work that would pay more
than his many prior part-time jobs. Over
the next three years he worked his way
up from mailroom clerk to advertising
copywriter, then took a higher paying job
in a steel mill to save for college. He also
worked on the side as a plumber’s assistant
handling nighttime and weekend jobs.
And he undertook self-improvement initiatives, joining a “classics” book club, creating a “reverse dictionary” to expand his
vocabulary, and taking some night school
classes at a local college.
In the Fall of 1960 Bill began attending Southern Illinois University, a school
known for educating first-generation
college students. Upon his arrival he was
invited to join a new honors program offering liberal arts classes to supplement
his coursework in the undergraduate
business school. In September 1961 he
married Elwanda Decker, a Kentucky
woman who joined him that Fall as a student at SIU. Despite his heavy class load
and multiple jobs on the side, Bill was persuaded during his second year to run for
student body president, winning election
in May 1962.
As student body president Bill took on
several then controversial issues, supporting student involvement in racial integration initiatives ongoing in Cairo, Illinois,
promoting implementation of the university’s anti-discrimination policies in the local business community, and investigating
allegations of mistreatment of SIU athletes.
One professor named Irving Kovarsky
took a special interest in Bill and guided

him toward law school. In March 1964
came Bill and Elwanda’s first child, a boy.
Decades later, Bill would be inducted into
the College of Business Hall of Fame and
awarded the university’s Distinguished
Alumni Award.
In the Fall of 1964 Bill entered Vanderbilt
University Law School armed with a scholarship and small stipend but still burdened
by the need to support his young family,
which would expand in February 1966 to
include a daughter. An assistant dean at
the law school arranged for Bill to meet
with Genesco, a locally based company.
With little to go on beyond Bill’s scores
on a set of aptitude tests, Genesco offered him a 4pm – midnight position in
its computer operations center. Bill held
that position throughout law school, and
with it the young man who had been a
teen-ager before he’d lived in a home with
electricity or indoor plumbing vaulted into
the vanguard of the digital revolution. He
was elected to the Law Review, authored a
prize-winning paper on automation and
the law, and graduated in 1967 near the top
of his class.
Bill followed the advice of a law professor mentor and began his legal practice
in New York City, joining a firm that had
reacted positively to Bill’s interest in building a practice around issues concerning
technology. At Cleary Gottlieb Steen &
Hamilton, Bill’s technological acumen afforded him opportunities to pursue new
areas of practice and to take on substantive
responsibilities and leadership roles well
beyond his seniority.
After concluding that he wanted to
raise his children somewhere other
than New York City, Bill joined a small
group of young Cleary lawyers in 1972 to
found a new law firm based in Northern
California. The firm was ultimately named
Fenwick & West, and the area in which it
was headquartered came to be known as
Silicon Valley.
Bill spent the rest of his career at
Fenwick & West and held the title of
Partner Emeritus at the time of his death.

He served as the firm’s managing partner
in its early phases of growth, litigated
major cases, innovated methods of protecting intellectual property and structuring technology transactions, spoke and
wrote extensively regarding privacy and
technology issues, and counseled multiple generations of technology companies
and entrepreneurs (including the young
founders of Apple Computer, which became a longtime client). He was especially
gratified that even when the law firm’s
trajectory no longer depended on his
own efforts, it held on to the egalitarian
and respectful values that he had sought
to instill. Throughout, he was uncannily
prescient about the future impact of developing technologies. In 2001 he received
the Bernard E. Witkin Award from the
California Judicial Council for his service
in advising the Council and the courts
on the use of information technology.
In 2015 he was honored with a Lifetime
Achievement Award by The American
Lawyer magazine.
Through all his success, Bill was never
far from his past as a poor kid confronting overwhelming odds. He maintained an
aversion to the trappings of hierarchy in
the workplace and a commitment to giving opportunities to talented individuals
who were early in their careers, lacked conventional credentials, or were themselves
trying to overcome humble beginnings.
These characteristics and his profound
commitment to mentorship endeared him
to scores of young lawyers and non-lawyer
staff who worked with him, and to many
others who came across his path.
As a young man who had confronted
more than his share of hardship, Bill found
himself attracted to the philosophy of stoicism. Those close to Bill appreciated that
his stoic aspirations could not constrain
his dry sense of humor, the mischievous
spark that sometimes flashed in his eyes,
and the way he melted in the presence of
babies and toddlers.
The last couple decades of Bill’s life
revolved largely around his five grandchildren, Christopher Bene (Daria) and
Zachary Bene (children of Tammy and
Stephen Bene), and Grace, Francis and
Eleanor Fenwick (children of Anthony
and Dana Fenwick). He was a constant
presence in their lives, providing an extra
set of hands to corral them as toddlers,
conjuring adventures with them around
the neighborhood, transforming his
home into a playground, and enthusiastically attending hundreds of youth sports
events (even coaching a few teams). He
had a gift for nurturing a unique relationship with each of them, and each of them
will remember him adoringly for the rest
of their days.
The family requests that any gifts made
in Bill’s honor be directed to Pursuit of
Excellence (https://www.poescholarships.
org), a college scholarship program that
provides financial support and mentoring
to first generation, low-income, local high
school students.
PAID
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A list of local residents who
died recently:
Eric Strauss, 90, a urologist for the VA Palo Alto
Health Care System and a
Palo Alto resident, died on
Sept. 8; Susie Mader, 77, a
former Palo Alto resident,
died on Sept. 18; William
“Bill” Augustus Fenwick,
83, founder of Fenwick &
West law firm and a Palo Alto
resident, died on Oct 4; and
Linda Louise “Lou” Heath,
80, a Palo Alto High School
alumna and a former speech
therapist for the San Mateo
Union High School District,
died on Oct 5.
To read full obituaries,
leave remembrances and post
photos, go to Lasting Memories at PaloAltoOnline.com/
obituaries. Q

Visit

Lasting
Memories
An online
directory of
obituaries
and remembrances.
Search obituaries,
submit a memorial,
share a photo.
Go to:

PaloAltoOnline.
com/obituaries

Today’s news,
sports
& hot picks

Fresh news
delivered
daily
Sign up today at
PaloAltoOnline.com/
express

$5,000 DONATED FOR EVERY SALE
INTRODUCING

MAKE THE MOVE • BACK TO SCHOOL
$FKDULWDEOHLQLWLDWLYHWRVXSSRUWRXUORFDOVFKRROV
To support local schools, Dana Carmel will donate $5,000 to your local Education Foundation when you
buy or sell a home with her by May 31, 2022.
Dana Carmel is a long-time, active Foundation member. She knows just how much our school districts
rely on Foundation support to provide quality education. Funds raised provide additional teachers,
specialists, programs, and tools that make our schools extraordinary places for learning.
7KLV EHQHȴWV ERWK KRPH YDOXHV DQG VFKRRO GLVWULFWV $ UHSRUW E\ WKH 1DWLRQDO %XUHDX RI (FRQRPLF
5HVHDUFKWLWOHGȊ8VLQJ0DUNHW9DOXDWLRQWR$VVHVV3XEOLF6FKRRO6SHQGLQJȋIRXQGWKDWfor every dollar
spent on public schools in a community, home values increased by about $20. This increase directly
translates to higher resale values.

Dana Carmel
650.804.2393 • '$1$#'$1$&$50(//8;85</Ζ67Ζ1*6&20
'$1$&$50(//8;85</Ζ67Ζ1*6&20ȏ#'$1$&$50(//8;85</Ζ67Ζ1*6
ATHERTON • MENLO PARK • PALO ALTO • WOODSIDE • PORTOLA VALLEY

&$'5(

Compass is a licensed real estate broker and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. All material presented herein is intended
for informational purposes only. Information is compiled from sources deemed reliable but is subject to errors, omissions,
changes in price, condition, sale, or withdraw without notice. This is not intended to solicit property already listed.
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Spectrum
Editorials, letters and opinions

This week on Town Square
Town Square is an online discussion forum at PaloAltoOnline.com/square
In response to ‘Plan for lifting
mask mandate announced by Bay
Area health officers’
Posted Oct. 11 at 12:08 p.m. by Ray Fiers, a
resident of Downtown North:
“I have no issue or problem either restricting or
excluding the unvaxxed from everyday American
life.
They are the ones acting irresponsibly and
prolonging any large-scale immunitities to the
coronavirus, which is still raging via its variants
and mutations.
Like some others have mentioned, I have absolutely no sympathy whatsoever for the stubbornly
unvaxxed who perish from this dreadful disease.
They had a choice and an opportunity to avoid
serious hospitalizations and instead thumbed
their noses at the opportunity to get two simple
shots.
As for the continued wearing of face masks,
this remains an individual choice based upon
where one circulates along an assessment of the
people congregating at those gatherings.
Common sense is not scientific.”

In response to ‘Palo Alto begins
overhaul of design rules for
approving new housing’
Posted Oct. 8 at 7:23 p.m. by Eric Filseth, a
resident of Downtown North:
“There aren’t 120K total jobs in Palo Alto, let
alone new ones; but in the post-recession tech
boom we certainly added far more jobs than
housing. Census data shows from 2010 to 2016
Palo Alto added 20,000 new jobs — a 25% increase and 9 times more than the entire previous decade — plus a few hundred housing units.
The whole valley ran up unprecedented housing
deficits during that time, with Palo Alto as one
of the leaders.
Palo Alto’s office caps were adopted to stop
this. Census data suggests success: Since 2016,
Palo Alto job growth has been essentially zero.
Palo Alto housing deficits are flat or even slightly
declining, a nearly unheard of situation.
The region’s housing deficits, however, are still
escalating. Cities with high job-growth, including Mountain View (40K new jobs since 2010,
3.4K new housing), Sunnyvale (30K new jobs,
5.5K new housing) and Santa Clara (27K new
jobs, 5.1K new housing) have passed Palo Alto
(20K new jobs since 2010, 0.7K new housing),
and continue to pull away. Menlo Park (14K jobs,
0.8K housing) is close behind.
The key measure of human impact is actually
the arithmetic difference, not the ratios. You have
to adjust for workers per housing unit, but the
short answer is 10K jobs/2K housing displaces
over 3,600 more workers than 5K jobs/1K housing; plus any cohabitants.”

In response to ‘Out of weeds
grows a Palo Alto pumpkin patch
— and community spirit’
Posted Oct. 8 at 5:59 p.m. by Walter Underwood, a resident of Greendell/Walnut Grove:
“Do you know why that is an empty, weedfilled spot? Because the new owners of the shop-

ping center chased out the Midtown Community
Garden in 2017. It has been empty since then.
The previous owners had leased the land for $60
per month to the garden. The new owners wanted
thousands of dollars per month.”

In response to ‘Ex-restaurant
employee allegedly embezzled
$200K’
Posted Oct. 6 at 4:23 p.m. by Julian Guiterrez,
a resident of another community:
“Ms. Colvin held an executive position and thus
she was easily able to embezzle this large amount
of money for personal raises and a Porsche.
When it comes to investigating restaurant
thefts, it is always advisable to scrutinize the
management and executive sectors first as humble food servers, bussers and line cooks do not
have immediate access to such large quantities
of incoming revenues.
White collar criminals tend to get light sentences because most of the individuals involved
in these activities are white and judged by a predominantly white judicial system.”

In response to ‘As workers return
to offices, city plans parking
shake-up’
Posted Oct. 6 at 10:56 a.m. by Carol Scott, a
resident of Evergreen Park:
“The title of this article suggests that great,
and perhaps unpleasant, changes for employees will occur due to the acceptance of the city
staff’s proposals to the Finance Committee. This
is hardly the case. Instead, it should be viewed
as a win-win for residents and employees.
First, the residents of Evergreen Park and
Mayfield finally will be treated the same as
residents of the two other neighborhoods that
are adjacent to the Cal Ave. commercial area
— College Terrace and Old Palo Alto. Neither
Evergreen Park nor Mayfield have commercial
businesses within the residential areas except
for those businesses that are located along the
El Camino Real commercial corridor. The only
reason for selling employee permits in (Evergreen Park and Mayfield) is to use the residential areas as an overflow parking lot. I am surprised that Vice Mayor Pat Burt continues to
think that is appropriate. That viewpoint ignores
the health and safety risks of the daily traffic,
pollution and accident risk that accompanies
250 cars into the neighborhood. Garages and
lots are parking lots. Residential streets are not.
I am happy to provide photos if further proof of
that is needed.
Office and retail workers that work along California Avenue will find parking closer to their
work. What waiter in a restaurant on California
Avenue really wants to park six blocks away on
Stanford or Park boulevards, where they were
required to park previously because no discount
permits were sold in the garages and lots? Lower-wage workers will be able to purchase discounted price permits. High-tech office workers
will surely not be terribly affected by the small
price increase. If they are, then perhaps they
will begin to use some of the transit options.”
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Letters
Path to electrification
Editor,
This September, the 350 Palo
Alto Climate Action Team had
the pleasure of hosting a discussion between 70-plus community
members and Vice Mayor Pat
Burt and Council member Alison Cormack, the leaders of Palo
Alto’s Sustainability and Climate
Action Plan Ad Hoc Committee.
Moderated by two Gunn High
School students, Saman de Silva
and me, the council members emphasized the importance of meeting the city’s 80% reduction in
greenhouse gases by 2030 through
aggressive climate action — especially through electrification.
The process of residential
electrification is a key aspect in
climate mitigation, particularly
here in Palo Alto where energy
accounts for 32% of our carbon
emissions. Electrification will not
only minimize our carbon emissions, a necessary step toward
fighting climate change, but it also
will eliminate many natural gasrelated health risks.
During the Q&A, both council
members were asked to kick-start
a program with many essential elements that would accelerate electrification. While neither member explicitly agreed to the time
frame, both were very receptive
to the spirit of the asks. Cormack
said, “There’s nothing on this list I
disagree with,” while Burt stated,
“It is possible to get much, if not
all, of this done in a year.”
“We have to embrace getting it
going vs. getting it perfect,” they
noted, emphasizing their determination to drive change in Palo
Alto.
I, on behalf of the 350 Palo
Alto Team, would like to thank
both council members one last
time for sitting down with us
and addressing our concerns.

As a young member of our city,
I couldn’t be more hopeful and
excited to see decisive action in
the near future from them. Until then, however, it is essential
that we all do our part to drive
this change by switching our appliances to electric and joining
campaigns like 350.
Katie Rueff
Loma Verde Avenue, Palo Alto

Wrong place
Editor,
This letter refers to the proposal
to demolish two dental buildings
at the heart of University Avenue’s
commercial district and replace
them with a four-story mixed use
development. From what I have
read, it proposes to provide 11
below-market units out of 73. Big
whoop for our needy population!
Once again Lund Smith wants
the city to put aside many building restrictions to do this. Such a
building would overshadow those
around it, contribute to traffic,
and in no way ameliorate affordable housing in this community.
If anything should replace those
buildings, it must be consistent
with the senior residences around
it. Let me suggest that there be a
building for disabled and elderly
people on limited incomes. Previous councils created the problem for these residents when they
sanctioned the following conversions: the Palo Alto Hotel became
the Keen Hotel; Casa Olga became the Nobu; the President Hotel’s current conversion to another
luxury hotel. And you know what?
The first floor should be dental
offices that will rent at no more
than those they are replacing. If
the Council cares about housing
quality, affordability, and the previously dispossessed, then this is
not the project and you will have
other opportunities to do the right
thing for this population.
Carol Gilbert
Byron Street, Palo Alto

WHAT DO YOU THINK?
The Palo Alto Weekly encourages comments on our coverage
or on issues of local interest.

What do you think about
the region’s quality of life?
Submit letters to the editor of up to 300 words to letters@paweekly.com.
Submit guest opinions of 750 to 950 words to editor@paweekly.com. Include
your name, address and daytime phone number so we can reach you.
We reserve the right to edit contributions for length, objectionable content,
libel and factual errors known to us. Anonymous letters will generally not be
accepted. Submitting a letter to the editor or guest opinion constitutes a granting
of permission to the Palo Alto Weekly and Embarcadero Media to also publish it
online, including in our online archives and as a post on Town Square.
For more information, contact Editorial Assistant Lloyd Lee at llee@paweekly.
com or 650-223-6526 or Editor Jocelyn Dong at editor@paweekly.com.
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This mid-century modern Joseph Eichler home has
been fully renovated while still preserving and
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and optimism through indoor/outdoor living.” The
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signature atrium which serves as an outdoor living
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paneled ceilings and an entire rear wall of glass.
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crisp white walls and ceilings.
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top-rated Palo Alto schools.
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650.218.4337

John@JohnForsythJames.com
JohnForsythJames.com
DRE 01138400

Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Number 01527235. All material
loOpObsOMVOoOWbWpWbsObMOMTdoWbTdoaBsWdbB_ltoldpOpdb_|BbMWpKdalW_OMTodapdtoKOpMOOaOMoO_WBJ_OJtsVBpbdsJOObyOoWOMà VBbUOpWbloWKOÛKdbMWsWdbÛ
sale or withdrawal may be made without notice. No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footages are approximate.
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tions to eventually learn
how to play many more
instruments for “Lizard ‘Over time, our
Boy,” she said, crediting characters have really
Huertas’ support and been fleshed out
encouragement.
“That’s really how I and had a chance to
did it. I mean, honestly, become more complex’
he just has so much faith
—William A. Williams, actor
in his friends and he believes in our talents and
our ability to learn. He just said, ‘I believe you can, and we
have time.’ And it’s true, once I put my brain in that place, I
discovered that I was able to learn new things,” she said.
“Lizard Boy” starts with a first date but quickly turns into
an epic journey to save the world. Trevor (Huertas), the Lizard
Boy of the title, is a young gay man who lives in Seattle, used
to keeping to himself due to a strange childhood accident that
caused him to be covered in green scales.
But, as the pandemic perhaps has taught us all, daily isolation is tough, so as Trevor hops on the dating app Grindr in
the hopes of finding his ex, he instead encounters the charming, new-in-town Cary (Williams). Cary convinces Trevor to
meet, but they soon find themselves confronting the villainous Siren (Helland), who has big plans and a magnetic voice
that Trevor recognizes — it haunts his dreams.
“Cary is new in town, to Seattle. And he’s a fun guy but he’s
really lost at the moment — he’s lonely. He’s reaching out and
trying to meet some people, but having a little bit of a difficult
time doing that. The interaction he has with Trevor, it’s a little
more honest and real than the stuff that he’s experienced
before,” Williams said.

Arts & Entertainment

t’s probably not a surprise that there are scales in
a show called “Lizard Boy,” but not just the green,
reptilian kind that cover the titular hero head to toe.
This comic book-inspired story can’t be told without
a whole lot of musical scales — and a menagerie of
instruments, from guitars to glockenspiels. Music is the
superpower that the show’s trio of cast members share.
In fact, from the show’s soundtrack, which has
found popularity online, to the small but mighty cast,
to the longtime collaborations that underpin “Lizard
Boy,” the hero’s reptilian scales might be one of the
least striking things about this indie-folk rock musical.
“Lizard Boy” is now playing in person and streaming
at TheatreWorks Silicon Valley through Oct. 31.
The original “Lizard Boy” cast, made up of the
show’s writer/creator Justin Huertas, actors Kirsten
“Kiki” deLohr Helland and William A. Williams,
along with director Brandon Ivie, has developed the
show off and on for the better part of a decade.
“Lizard Boy” made its world premiere in 2015 at the
Seattle Repertory Theatre, but the musical’s foundations go back farther, to 2011 when the Seattle Rep
commissioned the show and Huertas called on his
friends Helland and Williams — who had also previously worked with him on other projects — to join
the cast.
Helland recalled that, at that time, she didn’t really
play any instruments, but that’s no longer the case.
“As the show developed, and we started learning
more about what the style of the piece was going to
be and how we wanted to score the piece, it became
clear that there were going to be an endless number of
instruments that were played,” she said with a laugh.
Over the course of about eight years, both Helland
and Williams learned a host of instruments, some more
expected on a musical theater stage than others.
“I play the guitar and piano, I play ukulele, glockenspiel — this is my first time playing the glockenspiel. We have
a kazoo chorus,” Williams said.
One of the first things Helland learned was flute, at Huertas’
behest, for another show he had created. That laid the founda-

A weekly guide to music, theater, art, culture, books and more, edited by Heather Zimmerman

By Heather Zimmerman

(continued on page 22)

Above: Cary (William A. Williams) is admired by Trevor (Justin Huertas) in TheatreWorks Silicon Valley’s “Lizard
Boy.” Top: Siren (Kirsten “Kiki” deLohr Helland) has a magnetic voice and big plans for the world. Photos courtesy
Kevin Berne/TheatreWorks.
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Kiwanis Club of Palo Alto

Lizard Boy

10th Annual

(continued from page 21)

Angel Award
2021 Angel Award Honorees

Courtesy Kevin Berne/TheatreWorks

021

Arts & Entertainment

Lesia Preston
Exec. Dir. of the Ecumenical Hunger Program

Kate Young
VP Resident Services for Alta Housing

Thurs., Oct. 28th, 5:30-7:30pm
Mitchell Park Comm. Ctr., Palo Alto

The cast of “Lizard Boy,” left to right, Kirsten “Kiki” deLohr Helland,
Justin Huertas and William A. Williams, sing about a strange event
years ago that may have given some people unusual powers.

For tickets go to:
www.KiwanisAngelAward.org
www.facebook.com/KiwanisAngelAward
Proceeds fromFestival:
the 2021 Angel Award will benefit
Summer
programs, services, and scholarships for children
and youth in the Palo Alto area through the
Kiwanis Club of Palo Alto Charitable Foundation.

Media Sponsor: Palo Alto Weekly
City Partnership: City of Palo Alto
Gold Sponsors: Patrick Farris • Julie & Pete Fukuhara
Renée & Mark Greenstein • Nancy & Rick Stern • Hazel & Greg Watson
Silver Sponsors: Crist, Biorn, Shepherd & Roskoph
Irvin, Abrahamson & Co. • John King, Realtor • Mayfield Advisors, Inc.
Lucile Packard Children’s Hospital Stanford • Debbie & Harold Lorber
Bonnie Packer • Alma & Jim Phillips • Allean & John Richter
Rob Ruskin • Lanie & Dave Wheeler

VOYAGE THROUGH THE AMERICAS

Four extraordinary artists present an exploration
of classical music from two hemispheres, featuring
unique combinations of percussion, cello, and piano.

OCTOBER 22–23
Spieker Center for the Arts, Menlo School
and via livestream at musicatmenlo.org

Tickets: musicatmenlo.org | 650.331.0202
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Williams, who is now based in
New York City, is not new in town
when it comes to the Bay Area: He
grew up in Los Altos and attended
Mountain View High School. He
said he took the opportunity of being in town with “Lizard Boy” to
show his castmates around where
he used to live, and take them to
San Francisco.
The show has been performed
in various venues, from its Seattle
debut to San Diego’s Diversionary
Theatre, staged readings at Playwrights Horizons in New York
and an online performance for the
2020 National Alliance for Musical
Theatre Festival, and the longtime
collaboration of the show’s original
cast members has allowed for deeper development of the characters.
Helland said that although the
easiest way to describe Siren is as
the supervillain of the piece, the
character has grown to be much
more than that.
“In early versions of the piece
she was pure evil — just wanted
to be queen of the world, and
would do anything she wanted in
order to make that happen,” Helland said, noting it quickly became apparent that the character
needed more dimension.
“She’s a complicated woman who
is very lonely, partially because of
the choices she’s made and partially
just because of the world that she
lives in. She really seeks companionship and friendship and a connection
to someone who understands her,
and is also driven by that,” she said.
“Over time, both of our characters have really been fleshed out
and had a chance to become more
complex, ‘’ Williams said. “It’s really great, because I know every
time I come back to it, there’s just
going to be a little more for me to
take out of the character.”
And it’s between meeting a new
love and a possible new foe, and an
eventual battle to save the world,
that Trevor begins to see his scales
differently. As much as superheroes seem to be larger than life, the
best superhero stories look at the
inner emotions of its characters —
and explore what their “superpowers” actually are.
“The thing that I love the most
about ‘Lizard Boy’ is that no matter who you are, anyone could
look at Trevor, and see his scales
and immediately understand and
connect to your own personal
scales, and how that affects your
journey in life,” Helland said.
“The biggest theme for me in the
show is that no matter what your
scales are, whatever is the thing
that you think is negative about
you is actually the thing that
makes you the most positive, and
the strongest, the most independent and the most special person.”
“Lizard Boy” plays through Oct.
31 at the Mountain View Center for
the Performing Arts, 500 Castro
St., Mountain View. Also available
livestreaming. For more information, visit theatreworks.org. Q
Email Arts & Entertainment
Editor Heather Zimmerman at
hzimmerman@paweekly.com.

   


      

      

 3 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms:
 private master suite
 Large living room with vaulted, openbeam ceilings
 Separate family room
 Eat-in kitchen overlooking lush gardens
 Walls of windows promoting
indoor/outdoor integration and yielding
abundant natural light
Listing Agent: Tim Foy
CalBRE# 00849721
Cell: 650.387.5078
tim@midtownpaloalto.com



 Private and versatile backyard with mature
landscaping incorporating areas for
entertainment, relaxation and play
 Ideally located in the desirable community of
Greenmeadow with easy access to the
community pool and park
 Excellent Palo Alto schools
 Home Size: 1,738 square feet (approx.)
 Lot Size: 6,732 square
feet (approx.)
q
( pp
)

OFFERED AT
$ 2 ,995,000

e Volpe
Listing Agent: Jane
# 01330133
DRE#
Cell:: 650.380.4507
jane@midtownpaloalto.com
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WHY SUPPORT

LOCAL
JOURNALISM?
Our subscribing members
say it best...

“

Congratulations on managing what is a
permanent crisis and know that there are more
of us than you think who support independent
journalism and local journalism.

”

- Jill M.

Will you join the thousands of others
supporting local journalism?
Now’s your moment to step up when we need you the most.
Subscribe now at PaloAltoOnline.com/join
You can also subscribe for one year by mailing a check for $120
($60 for seniors and students) to us at 450 Cambridge Ave., Palo Alto 94306.
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Eating
a
Out
Seeing
Stars
By Sara Hayden

A

s a food writer, I
feel like I’m expected to cover the
Michelin Guide, a longstanding publication
that rates dining experiences, originating from
a French tire company.
And I must admit, I’ve
Sara Hayden
been wrestling with why I
feel this pressure, and if I do cover the guide
to what degree to do so.
I’m puzzled as more and more media outlets ditch their own rating systems, but also
continue to dedicate quite a bit of coverage
to this particular one. In the U.S., Google
searches for “Michelin Guide” outpace
searches for other travel-ish and food-ish
guides, so it looks like there’s at least some
curiosity about it across the country, especially in California and New York.
For my part, much of my musing boils
down to these questions: Is this coverage of
interest to the million or so readers across
our greater community? Does it serve the
Peninsula? When bandwidth is limited, does
this accolade warrant coverage over another?
Is it more noteworthy than a restaurant simply surviving?
I haven’t settled on answers to all these
questions. And
I’m curious
to hear
what

you think — as readers, as people who
work in the industry, as diners — what does
the Michelin Guide mean to you? Dear
reader, do let me know: peninsulafoodist@
embarcaderopublishing.com.

Local stars
In any case, I’d like to congratulate the
restaurants and the teams behind them that
received Michelin recognition this year,
achieved in difficult circumstances that
have included navigating COVID-19 safety
measures, physical and mental health needs
for themselves and their loved ones, staffing
challenges and rising costs.
Out of more than 500 listees, the Michelin
Guide included dozens of restaurants on the
Peninsula and surrounding area in its 2021
California edition, the first since 2019 after
it took a break in 2020.
The list includes some extraordinary local restaurants, rated with symbols, like stars
and plates that denote things like whether a
restaurant is “worth a stop,” how good the
cooking quality is and how “comfortable” a
restaurant is.
One of the newcomers to the list was Sushi
Shin in Redwood City. This year, the restaurant’s second since opening, it earned one
star. However, chef Jason Zhan is not new
to this recognition. Zhan trained in his craft
under Hideo Kuribara at Ushiwakamaru in
New York, which received a Michelin star
while Zhan was there.
Now at his own Michelin-starred restaurant, Zhan gets to work at 8:30 a.m. and
leaves at midnight as he prepares 20- to
22-course meals with a lean team that includes his wife, a dishwasher and a parttime assistant. Zhan said, “I don’t work just
to earn a star, or to get a good review from
Yelp, so it (doesn’t) really change anything
to me — just still the same thing, every day.”
Zhan paused, and laughed: “I feel, ‘Just —
oh! — one star?’ Because I’ve been working
20 years,” he said. “But it’s good. This is the

Peninsula restaurants shine
in the 2021 Michelin Guide

second year, and we got one star. Hopefully
we can improve, and get two stars, three stars
in the future. That means to me, I work hard,
and people like it, so (I’ll) have more energy
to do and to create more unique dishes so
people can enjoy.”
A restaurant that maintained two stars
between 2011 and 2019 has been removed from the Michelin Guide at the
proprietor’s request. You’ll no longer
find Baumé in the guide’s proverbial
pages.
“I care about my stars, it’s not that
I don’t care,” Bruno Chemel said of
the restaurant he runs with his wife,
Christie. “But I reach a stage of my
life, a stage of my business, when I need
to evolve the business ... I need to pay the
bills, I need to have my life, because owning
a two-Michelin star restaurant in COVID in
Palo Alto is not easy.”
Removing the restaurant from the guide
now alleviates the pressure to adhere to
what’s demanded of a Michelin-starred restaurant, Chemel said.
“To me, we’re just a mom and pop restaurant. It’s just me and my wife,” Chemel said.
“I’m just a cook, and I want to please my
guests. That’s what’s very important to me.
I feel very happy. I have no stress for guidelines I need to follow. I just follow what I
want to do, and we see if it works.”
Meanwhile, Manresa returned with three
stars in Los Gatos.
The Bacchus Group has added another
Michelin star to its portfolio with Selby’s, its
newest property on the border of Redwood
City and Atherton. The group’s San Francisco outpost, Spruce, also holds a Michelin
star. And The Village Pub in Woodside has
been recognized with a Michelin star for 12
consecutive years.
“Three restaurants, three stars ... It means
I have to open a fourth one now, because I’m
not competitive or anything,” founding partner and president Tim Stannard said, a joke

with a kernel of truth.
So while the Bacchus Group has seen
plenty of stars, this year’s hold special
meaning. Selby’s opened in 2019, but
then closed when COVID-19 shelterin-place ordinances were announced in
March 2020. After briefly reopening to
offer takeout and delivery, they closed
again in October. They remained completely shuttered nearly a year, and just
reopened last month.
Selby’s team, all together when they
heard the news about their Michelin
recognition, popped a magnum of champagne and shed tears.
“It is for us like the Oscars, the World
Series, the NBA Finals and the Super
Bowl all wrapped up into one,” Stannard said. “It means a lot to us, just
from a business perspective. And more
than that it just feels great — especially
after the last 18 months — to see the
hard work that everyone undertook ...
be recognized.” Q

Top: Members from the team at Selby’s include, from left: chef de cuisine Jason Pringle, owner Tim Stannard, executive
pastry chef Janina O’Leary and executive chef and partner Mark Sullivan. Embarcadero Media file photo by Sinead Chang.
Above right: Edalyn Garcia, executive sous chef at The Village Pub, tosses roasted beets in some olive oil. Photo by Magali
Gauthier. Left: Protégé serves up a soft poached hen egg with porcini, braised bacon and parmesan foudue. Photo by Natalia
Nazarova.
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Eating Out

Peninsula Michelin Guide restaurants
Here’s the complete list of
local restaurants included in
the 2021 Michelin Guide:

Atherton
• Selby’s: 1 Michelin star;
3 comfort and quality
Belmont
• Shalizaar: Michelin Plate;
2 comfort and quality
Burlingame
• Rasa: 1 Michelin star;
2 comfort and quality
• New England Lobster
Eatery: Michelin Plate; 1
comfort and quality

• Wonderful: Michelin
Plate;
1 comfort and quality
• Hong Kong Flower
Lounge: Michelin Plate; 2
comfort
and quality

Mountain View
• Chez TJ: 1 Michelin star;
3 comfort and quality
• Doppio Zero Pizza Napoletana: Michelin Plate;
1 comfort and quality

Menlo Park
• Flea Street Cafe: Michelin
Plate; 2 comfort and
quality
• Madera: 1 Michelin star;
2 comfort and quality
• Camper: Michelin Plate;
2 comfort and quality

Palo Alto
• Bird Dog: Michelin Plate;
3 comfort and quality
• Ettan: Michelin Plate;
2 comfort and quality
• Evvia: Michelin Plate;
2 comfort and quality
• iTalico: Michelin Bib
Gourmand; 2 comfort
and quality
• Protégé: 1 Michelin star;
2 comfort and quality
• Tamarine: Michelin Plate;
1 comfort and quality
• Vina Enoteca: Michelin
Plate; 2 comfort and
quality
• Zola: Michelin Plate;
2 comfort and quality

Millbrae
• Tasty Place: Michelin
Plate;
1 comfort and quality

Redwood City
• La Viga Seafood & Cocina:
Michelin Plate; 1 comfort
and quality

Half Moon Bay
• Pasta Moon: Michelin
Plate;
2 comfort and quality
Los Altos
• Aurum: Michelin Plate;
2 comfort and quality

• Sushi Shin: 1 Michelin
star;
2 comfort and quality
• Warung Siska: Michelin
Plate; 1 comfort and
quality

San Bruno
• Gintei: Michelin Plate;
2 comfort and quality
San Carlos
• Saffron: Michelin Plate;
2 comfort and quality

Michelin Guide rating system
Michelin restaurant recognition is awarded according to a rating
system that includes icons and accompanying descriptions. This is
how Michelin breaks down some of its ratings:

Star
• One: High-quality cooking, worth a stop
• Two: Excellent cooking, worth a detour
• Three: Exceptional cuisine, worth a special journey

Comfort and quality

San Mateo
• All Spice: Michelin Plate;
2 comfort and quality
• Pausa: Michelin Bib Gourmand; 2 comfort and
quality
• Sushi Yoshizumi:
1 Michelin star;
2 comfort and quality
• Wakuriya: 1 Michelin star;
2 comfort and quality

Represented by a fork and spoon icon
• One: Quite comfortable (according to one Michelin
Guide article; it’s described as “simple restaurant”
according to some of their restaurant listings)
• Two: Comfortable
• Three: Very comfortable
• Four: Top class comfort
• Five: Luxury in the traditional style

Woodside
• Village Pub: 1 Michelin
star; 3 comfort and quality

Represented by an icon of Bibendum, the formal name of
the “Michelin Man”
• Good quality, good value cooking

Email Associate Digital
Editor Sara Hayden
at peninsulafoodist@
almanacnews.com.
About the cover:
Photo by Veronica Weber.
Cover design by Douglas
Young.

Michelin Bib Gourmand

Michelin Plate
Represented by an icon featuring a plate, fork and knife
• Fresh ingredients, carefully prepared; a good meal
Follow the Peninsula Foodist on Instagram
@peninsulafoodist and subscribe to the newsletter
at paweekly.com/expressfoodist to get insights on the
latest openings and closings, learn what the Foodist
is excited about eating, read exclusive interviews and
keep up on the trends affecting local restaurants.
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Photo by Michelle Le

Photo by Veronica Weber.

Chef Bruno Chemel uses a blowtorch to add finishing touches on the strawberry
lime tartare sorbet, which is served with the green tea chocolate jardin at his
restaurant Baumé in Palo Alto.

Juan Gregorio Maeda uses a Vittoria to hand slice prosciutto at iTalico. Prosciutto di
Parma is aged 24 months from Emilia Romagna in Italy.

Upfront

New Strategies for
Family Caregivers!

UTILITIES

Avenidas
CARE FORUM

City prepares to switch to ‘smart meters’
Council to consider approving more than $18M in contracts
for advanced metering infrastructure

S

eeking to advance its conservation goals and improve
reliability of its municipal
utilities, Palo Alto is preparing to
approve more than $18 million in
contracts on Monday to transition
all electricity, gas and water customers to “smart meters.”
The technology will obviate
the need for meter readers and
allow the city to introduce new
programs aimed at encouraging
conservation. The biggest of the
contracts is for up to $16.8 million
with Sensus USA, the company
that will be installing advanced
metering infrastructure in Palo
Alto starting next year, with the
goal of completing all installations by the end of 2024.
For Palo Alto, the quest to adopt
smart meters began in 2013, when

Leaf blowers
(continued from page 8)

the rebate programs necessary to
support this transition.
“Many of these businesses are
small and minority-owned and
are predominant professions for
Latino communities involving
landscape, tree care and construction,” Mathis said, before the Assembly approved the bill by a 4921 vote.
Supporters of AB 1346 counter
that the bill does not regulate use
of existing gas-powered equipment but only purchase of new
equipment. They also note that the
bill includes exceptions for farm-

By Gennady Sheyner
the city launched a pilot system
for about 300 homes. After considering feedback from the program and an economic analysis,
the council approved in November 2018 a plan for investing in the
new system, which a new report
from the Utilities Department
calls a “foundational technology
that is becoming a standard in the
utilities industry.”
The new infrastructure, the report states, will improve customers’ experience, improve system
reliability and make it easier for
the city to meet its environmental sustainability and resiliency
goals. The technology will be able
to identify water leaks and nudge
customers to charge their vehicles
during off-peak times.
But while the council has al-

ready endorsed the switch to
smart meters, it balked on approving the contracts on the council’s
“consent calendar,” a list of items
that get approved without discussion. Instead, council members
Lydia Kou, Greer Stone and Greg
Tanaka asked to pull the item
from the calendar and to hold a
full public hearing on the project.
Tanaka pointed to the size of
the contract as the reason for
holding a full discussion.
“I think it’s important when you
have contracts of this magnitude
that we really try to make sure
we get the best pricing possible,”
Tanaka said.
The list of contracts includes
$15.3 million with Sensus USA, as

ers and emergency responders.
Assembly member Lorena Gonzalez, D-San Diego, who worked
with Berman to advance the bill
and secure the funding, argued in
a statement Monday that the bill
would help address both the environmental and health impacts of
small gas engines.
“It’s time we phased out these
super polluters and help small
landscaping businesses transition
to cleaner alternatives,” Gonzalez
said in a statement Monday.
Berman’s bill has also garnered
support from organizations such
as Sierra Club California, Union
of Concerned Scientists and Coalition of Clean Air. Bill Magavern, policy director for Coalition

for Clean Air, said in a statement that AB 1346 will “protect
Californians’ health by cleaning
up the shockingly high pollution
from small off-road engines like
leaf blowers and lawn mowers.”
Daniel Barad, policy advocate
with Sierra Club California, said
the bill will “curb toxic pollution
in California neighborhoods by
addressing emissions from leaf
blowers, lawn mowers and other
small off-road engines.
“This bill is another important
step toward breathable air and a
livable climate in California,”
Barad said in a statement. Q
Email Staff Writer Gennady
Sheyner at gsheyner@paweekly.
com.

ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW BOARD ... The board plans to discuss 160
Waverley St., a proposal to demolish two existing structures and build a
triplex; consider a proposal for four residential rental units at 2609 Alma
St., and discuss ARB Awards. The virtual meeting will begin at 8:30 a.m.
on Thursday, Oct. 21. Those wishing to participate by Zoom can do so
by dialing 669-900-6833 and using Meeting ID: 965 6189 1491.
BOARD OF EDUCATION ... The board is set to consider approving an
expenditure plan for a portion of the federal COVID-19 relief money
the district has been allocated, as well as to receive an update on
construction projects. The meeting will begin at 6:30 p.m. on Tuesday,
Oct. 19. The public can attend the meeting in person at the district’s
board room, 25 Churchill Ave., but is required to provide proof of
vaccination or a negative COVID-19 test. View the full agenda at
go.boarddocs.com/ca/pausd/Board.nsf/Public.

www.aging101.org

WEDNESDAY - OCT. 27
Planning, Conversations
and Concerns Regarding
Discharge From The Hospital
During the Pandemic
11am-12:30pm.
Register for free by visiting
www.avenidas.org

Questions? Call Paula at (650) 289-5438

Kozy Brothers

DE MARTINI
ORCHARD

A preview of Palo Alto government meetings next week

COUNCIL FINANCE COMMITTEE ... The committee plans to continue
its discussion of a 2022 ballot measure. The virtual meeting will begin at
6 p.m. on Tuesday, Oct. 19. Those wishing to participate by Zoom can
do so by dialing 669-900-6833 and using Meeting ID: 992 2730 7235.

Rita Ghatak, PhD

Ellen Brown, MD

www.ellenbrownmd.com

(continued on page 30)

Public Agenda
CITY COUNCIL ... The council plans to meet in a closed session to
discuss existing litigation with Keenan Land Trust. The council will
then consider approving about $18 million in contracts for advanced
metering infrastructure; modifying the city’s tree-protection ordinance;
and adjusting the commercial impact fees for affordable housing. The
virtual meeting will begin at 5 p.m. on Monday, Oct. 18. Those wishing
to participate by Zoom can do so by dialing 669-900-6833 and using
Meeting ID: 362 027 238.

MEET OUR
ELDER CARE
EX
TS
EXPERTS

66 N. San Antonio Rd., Los Altos • 650-948-0881 • DeMartiniOrchard.com
ti
O h d
ti iiO
GIZDICH NATURALLY GROWN

PEAR SEASON IS HERE!

APPLES

BARTLETT
PEARS

PIPPIN, GALA, HONEYCRISP, MUTZU
NO SPRAY, NO WAX

1

2 $5

$ 99

LBS
FOR

LB

BOSC, HAPPI, COMICE
& STAR KRIMSON

OLALLIEBERRY PIES
ON WED. AND SAT.

ALSO AVAILABLE

ORGANIC LOCAL

FALL ITEMS NOW IN

CHANTERELLE MUSHROOMS

24

WILD HARVESTED

$ 99

SHELLED

LB

SHELLED

ALMONDS WALNUTS

6 6

$ 99 $ 99
1# BAG
1# BAG

CAULIFLOWER

CALIFORNIA GROWN

NATURAL

GRAPES

LOCALLY GROWN

1
1
$249 BABY
$ 69
BOK CHOY 1

$ 99 FUYU
$ 99
LB PERSIMMONS
LB
ORGANIC LOCAL

LB

LB

CHECK OUT OUR NEW MOBILE APP!
GET ALL OF YOUR FAVORITE PRODUCE AND GROCERIES
DELIVERED OR SET FOR A CURBSIDE PICKUP.”

GOOGLE APP

SHOPDEMARTINI.COM

APPLE APP

SLAB DRIED BLENHEIM

APRICOTS

25

$

99

LOCALLY GROWN – VERY RIPE WHEN
CUT. EXTRA SWEET. THESE ARE THE

BEST FLAVORED COTS

OPEN DAILY 8AM-7PM • PRICES EFFECTIVE 10/
0/13
3 thru 10/19
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Meters
(continued from page 29)

well as authorization for the city manager to
executive change orders for up to $1.5 million with the company installing the meters.
The council is also scheduled to approve
a $1.3 million contract with E Source for
consulting services relating to smart meters.
The money to fund the project would be
transferred from the Utility Department’s
“Electric Special Projects” reserve, which
is intended for major one-time expenditures.
According to the timeline in the plan, the
project entails installation of five network
poles and 10 collector radios, which will
collect meter data continuously and transmit it every 15 minutes. The company will
also replace the roughly 30,000 electric
meters that are currently in use and retrofit

the city’s 20,798 water meters and 24,208
gas meters to allow them to transmit data.
If the council approves the staff’s plan,
the city and Sensus will start installing the
network along with some initial meters early next year and then hold a “soft launch”
for a limited number of customers in mid2023. Mass deployment would stretch from
June 2023 until December 2024.
Once they are installed, the city will proceed with designing programs that utilize
the technology to reward customer conservation and efficiency.
An analysis commissioned by the Utilities Department concluded that the new
system would be close to break-even financially, with little to no impact to utility
costs to customers over the 18-year life of
the project. Staff also pointed to non-quantifiable benefits such as enhanced customer
experience and improved system reliability

to support its conclusion that the new system would be a “net benefit to all utility
customers, particularly for the electricity
and water utility customers.”
The Utilities Advisory Commission,
which reviewed the proposal in July, concurred with this assessment and voted 5-1
to support staff’s plan for converting utility
meters. The only dissenting vote came from

Commissioner Phil Metz, who urged staff
to develop a strategy for how the system
will be used before advancing the project.
“I think there are good reasons to do
(advanced metering infrastructure) but we
should have a concrete plan ... in order to
justify this program,” Metz said. Q
Email Staff Writer Gennady Sheyner at
gsheyner@paweekly.com.

Tesla

suggests otherwise.
Drew Arvay, a managing partner at Cushman & Wakefield who has represented clients
such as HP, Apple, Microsoft and Google in
commercial real estate transactions, said in an
interview that the move is far from an “abandonment of Silicon Valley.”
“There’s still a brain trust that exists here,”
he said.
While moving to Texas is a “growth strategy,” especially on a manufacturing level,
Arvay said that companies that have an emphasis in technological innovation such as
Tesla depend on the kind of talent that comes
out of Palo Alto and Stanford University.
“Stanford, and a lot of the people that
come out of there, was the genesis of what
Silicon Valley became,” Arvay said. “It’s
still considered to be one of the most dynamic places to have a business of innovation.” Q
Email Editorial Assistant Lloyd Lee at
llee@paweekly.com.

(continued from page 7)

it will move from Palo Alto to Houston. HP
Inc., Hewlett Packard’s consumer product
arm, remains headquartered in the city.
Musk also recently became an increasingly vocal critic against the golden state
and Silicon Valley, suggesting some move
out of California was imminent. In an interview during The Wall Street Journal’s annual CEO Council summit, the Tesla CEO
revealed that he personally moved out of
the state as it had become “complacent” in
its leading economic status. He also suggested that Silicon Valley had become increasingly irrelevant.
“I think we’ll see some reduction in the
influence of Silicon Valley,” he said in the
interview.
But Tesla’s lease on Page Mill Road

Magali Gauthier

Part of the HP Inc. office at 1501 Page Mill Road will be leased to Tesla, according to
a report from The Registry news site.

PALO ALTO WEEKLY OPEN HOMES
ATHERTON

59 Leon Way
Sat/Sun 2:00-4:00
Compass

$6,950,000
3BD/4BA
650-400-8424

LA HONDA

60 Fernwood Drive
$3,149,000
Sat/Sun 2:00-4:00
4BD/3BA
Golden Gate Sotheby’s International Realty
650-678-1108

LOS ALTOS

1378 Chelsea Drive
Sat/Sun 1:00-4:00
Compass

MENLO PARK

903 Berkeley Avenue
Sun 11:00-2:00
Hugh Cornish/Stephane Elkins

PALO ALTO

Call for price
5BD/3.5BA
650-300-9773

$5,998,000
5BD/5.5BA
650-619-6461

240 Parkside Drive
Sat/Sun 1:00-4:00
Sereno

$3,195,000
3BD/2BA
650-996-1118

551 Lytton Avenue (T)
Sat/Sun 1:30-4:30
JLee Realty

$1,888,888
3BD/2.5BA
650-857-1000

170 Santa Rita Avenue
Sat/Sun 1:30-4:30
DeLeon Realty

$3,988,000
4BD/3BA
650-459-3888

PALO ALTO

425 Ferne Avenue
Sat/Sun 1:30-4:30
DeLeon Realty
629 Edgewood Drive
Sun 1:30-4:30
Sereno Leannah Hunt
552 Kellogg Avenue
Sun 1:30-4:30
Compass
1585 Edgewood Drive
Sun 1:30-4:30
Compass

REDWOOD CITY
410 Wembley Court
Sat/Sun 1:30-4:30
DeLeon Realty

SUNNYVALE
650 Oneida Drive
Sat/Sun 2:00-4:00
Compass

WOODSIDE

132 Alta Vista Road
Sat/Sun 1:30-4:00
COMPASS
190 Phillip Road
Sun 1:30-4:00
COMPASS

$2,988,000
4BD/3BA
650-459-3888
$5, 498,000
5BD/3BA
650-400-2718
$6,495,000
4BD/3.5BA
650-465-5958
$7,750,000
5BD/5.5BA
650-465-5958

$1,988,000
4BD/2.5BA
650-684-0887

$2,488,000
3BD/2BA
650-269-0210

$2,795,000
3BD/2.5BA
650-740-2970
$5,495,000
4BD/3.5BA
650-740-2970

Legend: Condo (C), Townhome (T).
Agents: submit open homes at PaloAltoOnline.com/real_estate
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Overdose
(continued from page 5)

Public
Notices
995 Fictitious Name
Statement
STATEMENT OF ABANDONMENT OF USE OF
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
File No. FBN678887
The following person(s)/registrant(s) has/have
abandoned the use of the fictitious business
name(s). The information given below is as it
appeared on the fictitious business statement
that was filed at the County Clerk-Recorder’s
Office. FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME(S):
THE BECOMING LAB
783 Kendall Ave.
Palo Alto, CA 94306
FILED IN SANTA CLARA COUNTY ON:
11/26/2019
UNDER FILE NO.: FBN660988
REGISTRANT’S NAME(S):
LIZ COHEN
783 Kendall Ave.
Palo Alto, CA 94306
THIS BUSINESS WAS CONDUCTED BY:
An Individual.
This statement was filed with the County
Clerk Recorder of Santa Clara County on
September 20, 2021.
(PAW Oct. 1, 8, 15, 22, 2021)

997 All Other Legals
CITATION FOR PUBLICATION UNDER WELFARE
& INSTITUTIONS CODE, SECTION 294
Merced County Human Services Agency,
Yvonnia Brown, Director, 2115 West Wardrobe
Ave. Merced, CA 95340, phone: (209) 3853000, Superior Court of California, County
of Merced, 627 West 21st Street, Merced, CA
95340.
Case Name: Sambrano Minors, Case #:
21JP-00005-B,C
To: Alfredo Sambrano, or anyone claiming
to be a parent of: Blanca Sambrano &
Aleena Sambrano, born on 9/05/2006, and
9/08/2008, at Lucille Packard Children’s
Hospital, in Palo Alto, CA. A Hearing will be
held on January 06, 2022, at 8:30 a.m. in
Juvenile Courtroom 10 Located at: Superior
Court of California, County of Merced, 627 W.
21st, Merced, CA 95340. At the hearing the
court will consider the recommendations
of the social worker. The social worker will
recommend that your children be freed
from your legal custody so that the children
may be adopted. If the court follows the
social worker‚Äôs recommendation, all
your parental rights to the children will be
terminated. You have the right to be present
at the hearing, to present evidence and
you have the right to be represented by
an attorney. If you do not have an attorney
and cannot afford to hire one, the court will
appoint an attorney for you. If the court
terminates your parental rights, the order
may be final. The court will proceed with this
hearing whether or not you are present.
Dated: September 13, 2021
Clerk by: Kathy Taylor-McClanahan, Deputy
(PAW Sep. 24; Oct. 1, 8, 15, 2021)

Call Alicia Santillan at
650-223-6578 or
email asantillan@paweekly.
com for assistance with
your legal advertising
needs. The deadline is
Tuesday at noon.

A promising life hindered
by mental illness

C

utter’s death, after years
of mental illness and more
recent drug use — he started self-medicating with methamphetamine a year before his death
— was the saddest chapter in his
and his parents’ long struggle to
help him regain his stability.
Afflicted with bipolar and
schizoaffective disorder, he had
once been a promising student
who won a Governor’s Scholarship Program award for high academic achievement to attend college after Palo Alto High School,
his mother said.
Cutter, an intelligent and passionate person, was 20 years old
when his psychiatric problems
emerged. Nonetheless, he completed his undergraduate degree
in management information systems at California State University, Chico. After that, his condition deteriorated and his delusions
increased, Baldwin said.
He bounced in and out of the hospital and often slept outside prior to
being housed at the Opportunity
Center. Trying to get into county
mental health rehabilitation programs proved a difficult and protracted process. So-called “wraparound” services touted by county
programs didn’t work for someone
as severely ill as Cutter. The programs expected him to answer the
phone, schedule and remember
appointments and be ready when
social workers and other help providers came, Baldwin said.
One example: Cutter was discharged from Stanford Hospital
on Sept. 28, 2020. He was given
“urgent” referrals to psychiatry
and cardiology — the latter due
to heart damage from methamphetamine use. More than a week
later, Stanford had not sent the
paperwork over to the county and
then county Behavioral Health
didn’t send the referral to the addiction center, Baldwin said. Cutter had not received any follow-up
treatment and no one had called
his parents. When he was ready to
engage with the system, it wasn’t
ready for him, and the window of
opportunity closed, she said.
“Santa Clara Health Department, even though they say they
will see him quickly because he’s
a ‘high need patient,’ still has not
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reached out. It seems he has to be
homeless to receive mental health
services, but if he does not receive
help, he will be homeless,” she
wrote at the time in her journal.
“The county had expected him
to manage as a normal functioning person, which is ironic because the services are supposed to
be for severely mentally ill people,
who generally cannot manage
their lives,” Baldwin said.
Time and again, there seemed
to be little continuity to the services her son was supposed to receive, she said. Despite his most
recent hospitalization in May, in
the weeks before he died, his social worker came just once and
decided not to come again because he had not answered the
phone, Baldwin said.
“So for a week-and-a-half no
one checked on my son, even
though they had told me, ‘We
aren’t going to let him fall through
the cracks anymore,’” she said.
Cutter was admitted to the hospital on psychiatric holds multiple
times, but too often he was swiftly
let go. In May, his last referral for
a 5150 hold, he was released after
eight days, as he was coherent on
medication the doctor had prescribed. The doctor wanted him
to stay longer, but because he was
not “at that moment” in psychosis,
the hospital couldn’t continue to
hold him, Baldwin said.
No one took into account that he
was severely paranoid, his mother
said, and he had a history of stopping his medications within a few
weeks. Baldwin had pleaded with
the doctor to hold him at least over
the weekend, fearing for his life.
“I had kept on asking to have
Jeff declared mentally incompetent, but as I was made aware,
using drugs was not considered a
factor or reason. And because he
used drugs, there was the stigma
that that was the reason he wasn’t
competent, not his mental illness,” she said.

A program that might
have saved Cutter’s life

S

adly, Cutter didn’t survive
long enough for a new law
to take effect that might
have made it easier to compel
his care. The Santa Clara County
Board of Supervisors voted unanimously on May 25 to opt in to
a state law that involves mandatory treatment for those suffering
from severe mental illness and
to create an “assisted outpatient
treatment program.”
Called Laura’s Law, proponents
say the law helps keep people out
of the criminal justice system and
psychiatric hospitals. The law allows a judge to issue a court order
to compel people with severe mental illness to seek outpatient mental
health treatment. Laura’s Law also
gives families more leverage to ask
the court to compel the treatment.
The law is restricted to those
who are a serious risk to themselves or others and who have
a history of rejecting voluntary
treatment. Candidates for the
mandatory order must have had a
serious mental illness that caused

Magali Gauthier.

Palo Alto police told Baldwin
they had been trying to bust the
dealers at the Opportunity Center
for more than two years.
There were “people of interest,”
but they remained elusive, police
had said.
Baldwin believes the Opportunity Center should do a better job
of keeping the environment safe
for marginalized people such as
her son and keeping drug dealers
out of the housing.
“The management should bring
each person in and talk to them.

Why has the Opportunity Center allowed this to happen and to
continue? Maybe it’s one of those
things that there’s no answer to,”
she said. “The OC has good people that try to help, but there’s not
enough manpower and programs
that could possibly help.”
Louis Chicoine, CEO of Abode
Services, which operates the
housing at the Opportunity Center, said everyone was hurting after Cutter’s death.
But catching drug transactions
is often difficult because they
aren’t done in the open and can
take place behind the closed doors
in people’s apartments, he said.
“We take the security and welfare of our residents and staff seriously,” Chicoine said.

A youth soccer portrait of Jeffrey Cutter when he was 9 years old is
on display at his mother’s home in Palo Alto on July 1.
them to be hospitalized or incarcerated two times in 36 consecutive months or caused violent behavior or attempts by the patient
to harm themselves or others.
With eight hospitalizations in
a year and a history of stopping
his medications, Jeff Cutter would
have been a likely candidate.
Baldwin’s experience with the
fragmented mental health system
is supported by the stories of other
families with severely mentally ill
loved ones.
In March, former Mountain
View resident Jeffrey Middlebrook told the Mountain View
Voice that his son, a veteran suffering from severe post traumatic
stress disorder, also struggled with
drug addiction and couldn’t stay
on treatment regimens. He said
the court system failed his son; his
son’s loose and voluntary mental
health treatment plan was doomed
to fail. After multiple mental episodes and arrests, his son is now
in prison. Middlebrook supported
the adoption of Laura’s Law.

More oversight
at the OC, but still
limited resources

P

alo Alto police said they
conducted a thorough investigation into Cutter’s
death, including who might have
sold him the drugs. While they
thought they had a suspect, they
were unable to charge her with
anything other than possession of
drug paraphernalia. The department is beefing up patrols at the
Opportunity Center, Acting Lt.
Brian Philip said.
Chicoine, of Abode Services,
said that if someone is involved in
drug dealing at the center, that’s a
lease violation and there are procedures to get people out. But catching them is tricky, and the housing
center does have security measures.
“There is 24-hour desk checkin of anyone going in, and guests
must sign in and show identification. During off hours, they have
additional security and cameras
in various places to monitor suspicious activity,” he said.
Deaths do happen at the Opportunity Center. People who are vulnerable and are served there often
have physical conditions, disabilities and layers of mental illness
and concurrent drug addiction.
Chicoine said he concurs with
Baldwin regarding service failures. There’s a reactionary system

at play when it comes to mental
health treatment. Although the
California voter-approved 2004
Mental Health Services Act,
which added dedicated funding
for programs, has helped, there
need to be more clinical services
and funding, including for services
at the Opportunity Center, he said.
Earlier intervention could help
to reduce some of the escalating
issues people experience, he said.
“Mental illness is often a disease that comes in young adulthood and there are not enough
available services. People get off
to a bad start,” he said.
Baldwin said she has had to
learn many things about the mental health system, albeit now it’s
too late for her son. Most addiction
help revolves around the 12-step
Narcotics Anonymous programs
instead or around medication or
harm-reduction strategies, even
though they have a higher efficacy
rate, she said.
“Plus, the programs are not set
up to help the dual-diagnosis patient,” instead having patients address only one problem at a time,
she said.
“Santa Clara behavioral health
... said, ‘Well, he should do that
program and then get mental
health treatment,’” Baldwin recalled. “Really? Expect a person
hallucinating to talk to others?
“I had kept on believing in a
system that I have come to see is
broken,” she said.
Baldwin also learned the drug
epidemic affects all classes of people, from the rich and powerful to
homeless people, yet “stigma” and
shame stops so many from asking
for help, with people often characterizing them as “morally weak.”
“I have come to realize that no
particular person is ‘to blame.’
Indeed, many really are attempting to help. It’s only when society
has come to the point of saying
‘enough’ will we find the money,
effort and drive to truly help these
people,” she said.
Chicoine agreed with Baldwin
that stigma around mental health
issues has been the biggest hindrance to getting people the care
they need and the funding for
services.
“It’s about resources. Why
aren’t we valuing this (disease)?
It’s still viewed as a moral failure,” he said. Q
Email Staff Writer Sue
Dremann at sdremann@
paweekly.com.
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Boulware Park
(continued from page 5)

VERY
REAL
LOCAL
NEWS

Courtesy city of Palo Alto

include a looping walkway, an
open area with game tables and
an upgraded playground with
play areas for both tots and older
children. The area of the park that
runs adjacent to Matadero Creek
will be kept as an open grass area,
enabling future improvements
along — and possible naturalization of — the concrete channel on
the park’s western edge.
The block of Ash Street that today divides Boulware Park from
the newly acquired parcel will become a tree-lined walkway, effectively merging the two properties
into one expanded park. Chestnut
Street, which currently crosses
Ash, will be turned into a culde-sac and drop-off area for park
users. Additional parking spaces
would be created on Lambert
Street, next to the park.
Among the most significant additions to Boulware Park will be a
public restroom and a dog park —
two amenities that the city’s parks
master plan encourages. The 0.25acre dog park will be located in
the newly acquired area, near the
basketball and bocce courts.
If things go as planned, construction will begin next summer
and the park will reopen to the
public in fall 2022. The next step
in the process will take place on
Monday, when the City Council
is scheduled to approve a park improvement ordinance that will enable the project and authorize the
city to go out to bid for the work.
For the city, the expansion
of Boulware represents a rare
achievement. It’s been nearly
two decades since Heritage Park
opened in Downtown North. The
2003 project was one of the most
popular byproducts of the South
of Forest Avenue Area Plan, a
vision document that guided the
transformation of the former Palo
Alto Medical Foundation facilities into a new mixed-use neighborhood. That was the last time
Palo Alto added neighborhood
parkland, although a 7.7-acre parcel was added to Foothills Park
in 2014.
Ventura is now in the midst
of a similar process, with the
city advancing a new vision for
a 60-acre area just northwest of
Boulware Park. While most city
leaders and many residents agree
that the area is ripe for redevelopment, consensus has been hard to
come by.
Residents have advocated for
the addition of affordable housing, parkland and retail. The two
biggest property owners — Jay

Paul and The Sobrato Organization — have shown little inclination to eliminate commercial
spaces, even as Sobrato is also advancing a residential project with
91 townhomes at 200 Portage
Ave., next to the location that formerly housed Fry’s Electronics.
Some housing advocates, including the nonprofit Palo Alto
Forward, have urged the city to
“go big” on housing in Ventura
and approve a planning alternative with 1,490 housing units,
while the council is favoring a
more moderate option with about
500 new dwellings.
Just about everyone, however,
agrees that the Ventura area needs
more parks. In August, the Parks
and Recreation Commission took
the unusual step of unanimously
approving a public letter urging
the council to include more park
space in their vision for Ventura’s
future. Given that all alternatives
call for more and denser housing,
“parks will be even more important to the residents, as traditional
backyard activities will become
park activities,” the memo states.
Numerous Ventura residents
who’ve been involved in the coordinated plan process share that
view. Angela Dellaporta, a Ventura resident and member of the
working group that helped compile the plan, noted that taken
together, the proposals from Jay
Paul and Sobrato provide about
1.63 acres of park space per 1,000
new residents, far below the city’s
standard of 4 acres per 1,000
residents.
“I wonder if the property owners think the City Council is perfectly willing to throw its park
space guidelines away in considering the amenities for residents
who will live in these apartments,” Dellaporta said.
While all of the alternatives in
the Ventura coordinated plan are
conceptual and speculative, the
Boulware Park project has all the
pieces in place to become reality,
including political support and
a budget of about $3.8 million,
which includes transfers of $1.5
million from funds that are designated for park improvements.
In July, the Parks and Recreation Commission unanimously
endorsed the Boulware Park expansion, which commission Chair
Anne Cribbs called “very exciting.” City landscape architect Peter Jensen, who is spearheading
the project, underscored how unusual the park expansion is.
“We don’t acquire parkland
very much,” Jensen said. “We’re
built out so it’s hard to have a
project where you are expanding
park space.”

A rendering shows the planned new amenities and additions to Boulware Park in Palo Alto.
Commissioner David Moss
urged the city to go further and
negotiate another land purchase
from AT&T so that the park could
be expanded even more. Vice
Chair Jeff Greenfield, meanwhile,
recommended protecting the park
space at Boulware Park by formally dedicating it as parkland —
a move that would ensure that the

property would not be developed
without a public vote.
So far, staff has been hesitant
to make that move. Jensen noted
that the city is still formulating
its new vision for Ventura and
suggested that dedicating the
parcel as parkland would reduce
the city’s flexibility. Greenfield
countered that the prospect of

development encroaching on the
newly expanded Boulware Park
makes the dedication particularly
appropriate.
“That only increases my interest in getting this land dedicated
as parkland,” Greenfield said. Q
Email Staff Writer Gennady
Sheyner at gsheyner@paweekly.
com.

See your pediatrician,
right in your kitchen.
Virtual visits or in-person visits at
Peninsula Pediatric Medical Group

Print or online subscription starts
at only $5 /month
Visit: PaloAltoOnline.com/join

#PressOn

genpeds.stanfordchildrens.org
www.PaloAltoOnline.com • Palo Alto Weekly • October 15, 2021 • Page 33

Upfront

Poll
(continued from page 5)

of life has declined, compared
with 60% of Democrats and 86%
of those who consider themselves
“pure independents.”
Top of mind for Bay Area residents is the high cost of housing,
which 76% of respondents described as an “extremely serious”
problem, followed by general
cost of living at 68%, homelessness at 66% and the increasing frequency of wildfires and
droughts at 60%.
Among those seeking to leave
the Bay Area, the vast majority
(84%) cited the high overall cost
of living as a major reason, followed by housing costs (77%),
quality of life (62%) and the
amount of taxes (58%).
Though the survey draws a
correlation between the pandemic and rising levels of anxiety and discontent, 66% of those
polled said they approved of
how their employer responded to
the pandemic. And among those
working from home, nearly all
— 95% — say they want to continue working remotely at least
some of the time. Only about
one in three respondents (34%)
want to continue to work from

Staffing
(continued from page 8)

positions across the economy may
also be having an impact. Austin
pointed to the “help wanted” signs
in many restaurant windows as
an example of the current labor
shortage.
Most of the positions school
districts are having trouble filling
are part-time or hourly, Austin
said, as well as jobs that require
specialized training, such as bus
drivers. The Palo Alto district
currently has enough bus drivers, “but by the skin of our teeth,”
Austin said.
Part-time, low-wage jobs like
crossing guards (the Las Lomitas district pays $45 to $52 for
two hours a day) are often filled
by senior citizens, a population
now trying to minimize their
exposure to COVID-19, Chan
explained.
This week, Chan planned to
train a crossing guard to replace
her — a duty not normally delegated to district administrators
— but the candidate bowed out
of the position. The district is reevaluating how it fills its crossing
guard roles, she said.
Over in the Mountain View Los
Altos Union High School District (MVLA), officials are seeing “very high turnover” among
classroom assistants and in some
clerical positions, HR director
Leyla Benson said. In August and
September of this year, 17 classified employees resigned, compared with four during the same
period in 2020 and seven in 2019,
Benson said. Classified employees are those who don’t have a
teaching credential.

home all the time and slightly
more than a third (36%) want to
work from home “most” of the
time.
A large number of Silicon Valley employers, including tech giants like Google and Apple, have
delayed a full return to the office
until this January, leaving many
employees to work from home
for nearly two years. During the
extended hiatus, the survey found
44% of those working remotely
have felt their work-life balance
has improved. That number sinks
to just 20% among those who
have had to continue working
in person during the COVID-19
pandemic.
The abrupt switch to telecommuting has been a mixed
bag. Respondents say they are
saving time normally spent sitting in gridlock, and have far
more flexibility in taking care
of children and other family
responsibilities during the day.
On the other hand, the report by
Joint Venture makes clear that
it’s taken a psychological toll,
and that the majority of those
working from home feel more
isolated and alone than prior to
the pandemic.
“Across income levels and most
demographic categories, majorities of residents feel more stressed,
“It is very atypical that at the
start of the school year you have
people resigning,” Benson said.
She attributed the resignations
to a variety of factors, including
some who are dealing with the
aftermath of illness and family
hardship during the pandemic,
as well as others who have reset
their priorities and want to make
changes like staying home with
their own children.
Menlo Park City School District staff are also facing staffing
shortages. They’ve found it difficult to fill long-term substitute
teachers, according to Assistant
Superintendent of Talent and
Technology Kristen Gracia. The
district is also having difficulty
filling daily positions when teachers or staff are out of the classroom or off work.
Some districts have turned to
increasing pay as a way to attract
more applicants. For substitutes
in particular, many local districts have boosted wages. Palo
Alto recently increased pay from
$165 to $180 per day for a typical
substitute. Long-term substitutes,
who fill in for teachers on longer
leaves, earn $300 a day, Austin
said.
MVLA boosted daily substitute
pay to $225, up from $180. Longterm substitutes make $473 per
day, Benson said.

A potential solution:
‘Resident’ substitutes
Another strategy that has been
effective for some districts is paying a group of substitutes to show
up every day, regardless of the
actual need, so that someone is
available if a last-minute absence
occurs.
MVLA in particular decided
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Reasons for potential move from Bay Area
55% of 1,610 people surveyed agreed they're likely to leave in the next few years. Here's why.
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16%

15%
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Source: Joint Venture Silicon Valley

say their families are more
stressed, feel that it has become
harder to stay connected with
family and friends, and are more
worried and uncertain about the

future,” according to the report.
Only a sliver of respondents
(5%) said they wanted to make a
full return to in-person work once
the COVID-19 public health and

employer restrictions have been
lifted. Q
Email Staff Writer Kevin
Forestieri at kforestieri@mvvoice.com.

over the summer to start a “resident” substitute program in anticipation of a likely shortage
this fall. The district pays five
or six substitutes to consistently
staff each of the district’s high
schools.
The program has been a “tremendous benefit,” Benson said,
adding that the district hasn’t
“felt the pain” of the substitute
shortage that other districts are
experiencing.
“Having the resident subs available to plug in when we’re in a
pinch has really assisted,” Benson
said. The district is considering
expanding the program as the
winter flu season approaches.
MVLA also launched a pandemic hiring initiative back in
the spring, looking for community members who could supervise classrooms where the teacher
was still instructing students over
Zoom. Some of those hires ended
up completing the required steps
to become a regular substitute,
rather than a classroom monitor,
and stayed on this fall.
In some cases, these were stayat-home parents who wanted to
help the school return to in-person
classes.
“When they heard that we could
get school up and running and we
needed these vital positions, they
were on board 100%,” Benson
said.
Alice Tong was among the parents who signed up last spring to
supervise classrooms and is now
working as a resident substitute at
Mountain View High.
With one child who graduated
from Mountain View High in the
spring and a pair of twins who
started their freshman year at the
school this fall, Tong said she saw

an opportunity to help support
kids who may have had a difficult
time during the pandemic.
“I wanted to help out the kids
who were coming back, and also
the school and the teachers,” she
said.
Tong came in with a lot of experience, having first started
subbing in the Mountain View
Whisman School District roughly eight years ago. She decided to
keep working for the high school
this fall, in part because being
a resident substitute gave her a
consistent schedule. Currently,
she’s working every Tuesday and
Thursday.
“In most school districts when
you sub, it’s on an on-call basis,”
Tong said. “It’s very difficult to
plan because you don’t know
if you’re working that day and
you don’t know where you’re
working.”
Other school districts are also
trying out a similar model, where
they guarantee certain substitutes
regular work.
The Palo Alto district is offering resident substitutes $250 per
day and is looking to find four to
staff each high school, plus three
at each middle school. The Los
Altos School District currently
has one substitute who works every day but moves among schools.
The district is looking to hire a
second.
“We know we’re going to need
them, so we’ve hired them permanently for the year,” Green said.
Districts are also running substitute recruitment events. Los
Altos is holding a substitute information night next month at which
attendees will learn about what’s
required to become a substitute.
“Some of our greatest subs are

parents right in our own community,” Green said.
Districts have also in some cases turned to outside companies to
help provide substitutes. Both the
Los Altos and Mountain View
Whisman districts have contracted with Swing Education, which
recruits substitute teachers and
provides them to districts.
In many cases though, Rudolph
said, his district’s most reliable
substitutes are those who are
hired directly by the district.

A rise in staff absences
In some cases, the substitute
teacher shortage is being compounded by an increase in staff
absences, potentially because of
the increased emphasis being
placed during the pandemic on
staying home if you are ill.
The Mountain View Los Altos Union High School District
has seen the number of teachers missing work for personal or
family illnesses go up somewhat
this fall. Teachers missed 148.33
days of work last month due to
illness, compared with 131.6 days
in 2019, according to data Benson
compiled.
However, most other districts
say that teacher attendance has
stayed relatively stable and the
bulk of the problem is the lack of
available substitutes.
“We’re not necessarily having a
higher number of staff absences,
but there is absolutely a substitute
shortage,” Los Altos Superintendent Jeff Baier said. “And we’re
all grappling for the same pool of
people.” Q
Email staff writers Zoe
Morgan and Angela Swartz at
zmorgan@paweekly.com and
aswartz@almanacnews.com.-

Across
1 Jousting weapon
6 Subjects that get “buried”
11 “Cribs” network
14 Bend (down)
15 Herb similar to black licorice
16 Paranormalist Geller
17 In-N-Out Burger “secret menu” order
19 Peccadillo
20 Ripped up
21 Land west of Wales
22 Express a viewpoint
24 Science lab container that could be
corrosive if spilled
27 Lingers on
30 “One-of-a-kind” digital asset sometimes
labelled a “crypto-collectible”
31 MSNBC host Melber
32 “Empire” star ___ P. Henson
37 Jacob’s Old Testament twin
41 Genre associated with Hunter S. Thompson
44 Texas Hold ‘em stake
45 Boat or plane
46 It may touch the same-named part of a cup
47 Airport near the U.S. Open site
49 Celebratory events
51 It’s typically made with apples, walnuts, and
mayo
58 Homer classic
59 Highway subdivision
60 Actor Alan of whom Bill Hader does a good
impression
64 Defensive tennis shot
65 Chocolate-dipped cookie desserts
supposedly named after Phil Rizzuto
68 Venezuelan’s “very”
69 Muscat resident, for one
70 Newspaper pieces
71 Programming language named for Lord
Byron’s daughter
72 Evenings in ads
73 Astronaut’s pressurized outfit

“It’s Time to Get Things Started” — this is what we call these characters. by Matt Jones

Answers on page 11.

Down
1 Aspiring atty.’s exam
2 “___ extra cost”
3 Bleak crime fiction genre
4 Acquire
5 DDT-banning org.
6 Corrective eye surgery
7 “___ Nous” (1983 film)
8 Someone performing home repairs, e.g.
9 Night school class, for short
10 Accompany to the airport, maybe
11 Madonna #1 title that’s ... self-descriptive
12 “If I Had a Hammer” singer Lopez
13 Covered with ivy
18 Actress Salonga
23 “Slumdog Millionaire” actor Dev

Answers on page 11.

25 “Que es ___?” (“What’s this?”)
26 Cat-___-tails
27 Long story (not short)
28 “___: Legacy” (2010 sci-fi sequel)
29 Contraction and perpetual bane of
grammar purists
33 Eastern European relish made with red
pepper, eggplant, and chilis
34 Fish eggs
35 Airport for SXSW attendees
36 Eleventh graders, for short
38 Spot for a houseplant
39 It comprises 11 time zones
40 Diamond deciders
42 Nintendo franchise, familiarly
43 Aquarium growth

This week’s SUDOKU

www.sudoku.name

48 Brooklyn or Romeo Beckham, to Sir Elton
John
50 Adjusts to something new
51 Name yelled at the end of “The Flintstones”
52 How some things are read
53 Nation that’s mostly Sahara Desert
54 It may consist of a soft drink with soft serve
55 It joins the Rhone at Lyon
56 “No” voters
57 “Stagger ___” (African-American folk song)
61 “In ___ of gifts ...”
62 “Unforgettable” singer Lovato
63 Kind of prof. or D.A.
66 901, to Nero
67 Fix, as in gambling
© 2021 Matt Jones

LOS ALTOS | $1,200,000
Top-ﬂoor 2br/2ba sophisticated condo with open ﬂoor plan, custom luxury interior design and mountain views. This unit is located just one block from the San Antonio Center. It is also close to sought-after Los Altos
schools, parks and mere moments from downtown Los Altos, Palo Alto and Mountain View.
Dana Willson
650.917.4256
dwillson@cbnorcal.com
CalRE #01292552

ColdwellBankerHomes.com

guiding you home since 1906
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Afﬁliated real estate agents are independent contractor sales associates, not employee ©2021 Coldwell Banker. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker logos are trademarks of Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. The Coldwell Banker® System is comprised of company owned ofﬁces which are owned
by a subsidiary of Realogy Brokerage Group LLC and franchised ofﬁces which are independently owned and operated. The Coldwell Banker System fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act.
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Come on down
and support your
favorite local
businesses
that need
your help.

Sponsored by
the members of
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