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Stanford Hospital
is once again
ranked as one of
the nation’s top
hospitals.
Stanford Hospital is proud to be recognized for
patient safety and quality by U.S. News and World
Report for the seventh year in a row. Thank you
ou
to our staff and the entire Stanford Medicine
community for your exceptional response in an
extraordinary year.
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Considering Your Next Move?

Better Together.

CarolNicoleandJames.com

OPEN HOUSE
SUNDAY @ 1:30 – 4:30 PM

1585 EDGEWOOD DRIVE, PALO ALTO
Fine craftsmanship and thoughtful space-planning are the hallmarks of this
extraordinary 5 bedroom/5.5 bath home. Custom architectural details including
dlObøJOBaKOW_WbUpÛad_MWbUpBbMVBoMzddMddopKBbJOTdtbMsVodtUVdtsà
_OUBbs_OBMOMøU_BpplBbO_pBb^sVOdyOopWOMTodbsMddosVBsdlObpWbsdB
zO_KdaWbUTd|OoBbMTdoaB_MWbWbUBbM_WyWbUoddapàUdtoaOs^WsKVObJoWMUOp
sVOplBKWdtpTdoaB_BbMWbTdoaB_BoOBpÛzVW_OBMdtJ_OøpWMOMpsdbOoOl_BKO
BbKVdopsVOO{lBbpWyOTBaW_|BbMoOKoddapà9WsVJOModdapBbMBpVBoOMJBsV
dbsVOaBWb_OyO_Ûl_tpJOModdapBbMJBsVpdbsVOtllOo_OyO_ÛsVOoOWpl_Obs|
of space for sleeping, working, studying and relaxation.
bWbyWsWbUdtsMddopOssWbUøUoW__WbUæMWbWbUBbM_dtbUWbUBoOBpÛldd_æplBÛ_tpV
gardens and koi pond - surrounds the house.
9WsVBJtbMBbsBaObWsWOpBbMBbdlObddol_BbÛsVWpVdaOWpBJOBtsWTt_|Os
KdaTdosBJ_OObyWodbaObsà!dMOsBW_zBpdyOo_dd^OMÝodaTBaW_|_WyWbUsdUoBKWdtp
ObsOosBWbWbUÛsVWplodlOos|WplOoTOKs_|ptWsOMsdTt___WspbO{sTBaW_|ĆpMoOBapà

Living Area of Main House: 4,877 Sq. Ft. *
Living Area of Guest Quarters: 441.4 Sq. Ft. *
Lot Size: 26,515 Sq. Ft. **
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STARTING
th
SEPTEMBER 4
EARLY VOTING
COUNTIES
can vote in the California
Gubernatorial Recall Election

NAPA | SAN MATEO
SANTA CLARA
YOUR VOTE IS YOUR VOICE!
6QƂPFQWVOQTGXKUKV
/[8%#UQUECIQX
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Upfront

Local news, information and analysis

As fire danger increases, city keeps eye on foothills
City Council considers expanding ban on barbecue
pits, using new surveillance technology to mitigate risk
By Gennady Sheyner
ith wildfire threats
growing more common and more severe,
Palo Alto is looking to shut down
barbecue pits in the foothills,
accelerate its efforts to trim the

W

notoriously flammable eucalyptus trees and potentially become
a “test bed” for new surveillance
technologies that could help with
fire detection.
The city is working with

Stanford University and regional
agencies such as the Santa Clara
County Fire Department, the
California Department of Forestry and Fire Prevention (CalFire)
and the Midpeninsula Regional
Open Space District to identify
and manage risks in the vulnerable areas in and around the foothills that make up the “wildland
urban interface.” And as part of

a recently formed partnership
with the county, the city is now
operating Fire Station 8 in the
foothills seven days a week. On
days where fire risk is particularly
steep, crews extend their shifts at
Station 8 from 12 to 24 hours.
Even these efforts may not be
enough, city officials acknowledged Monday. The city’s wealth
of open spaces, particularly in and

around Foothills and Arastradero
preserves, could turn into a tinderbox, as almost happened a year
ago, when the CZU Lightning
Complex fires began to approach
the city. During the council’s
discussion of fire management,
Deputy Fire Chief Kevin McNally
recalled being told that the wind
(continued on page 10)

ECONOMY

Downtown,
El Camino
feel city’s
economic pain
New report shows steep
revenue drops over the
pandemic in prominent
commercial areas
By Gennady Sheyner

face showed she’d been severely
beaten.
Getreu, now 76, was about 29
when Taylor died. It took 45 years
to identify him as her alleged
killer through new DNA technology and an ancestry database. Police detectives assert he’s a serial

t’s no secret that the pandemic
has been brutal for Palo Alto
businesses, with hotels hollowing out, retailers struggling, commuters staying home and restaurants scrambling to stay alive amid
shifting health restrictions.
Like in other cities, the struggles
of the business community trickled
down to City Hall, which banks on
hotel and sales taxes to pay for basic services like firefighters, police
and libraries. But because the city
has long depended on its huge daytime population of employees to
spend money at its businesses, the
shift to remote work has had a particularly devastating effect on Palo
Alto. A new report indicates that
while most cities took a hit over the
course of the pandemic, Palo Alto
took a severe beating.
According to the analysis from
the city’s consultant, Avenu Insights & Analytics, the city’s sales
tax revenues in 2020 declined by
27.3% from the prior year, with
losses particularly steep in the
downtown area and in commercial
corridors along El Camino Real
and in Midtown. The drop in Palo
Alto far exceeded the declines experienced by other jurisdictions,
according to the report. Statewide,
receipts dipped by 7.2% between
the final quarters of 2019 and 2020.
In northern California, the decline
was 5.1%, while in southern California it was 8.6%.

(continued on page 33)

(continued on page 32)
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Magali Gauthier

A fresh start

Kindergarten teacher Ruth Cuellar gives Regina some hand sanitizer before she enters the classroom on the first day of school at Los
Robles-Ronald McNair Academy in East Palo Alto on Aug. 25.

CRIME

In murder trial, evidence points to fierce struggle
Arrested two years ago for 1974 homicide, alleged serial killer John Getreu comes to trial
By Sue Dremann
Editor’s note: Descriptions of
crime in this article may be disturbing to some readers.
n her last moments alive, Janet Ann Taylor was caught
in a struggle so intense with
her attacker that her rain jacket
was torn from the shoulder and
her shirt was ripped all the way

I

down one side, according to
evidence presented on Tuesday
in San Mateo County Superior
Court during the second day of
the trial of John Arthur Getreu
for first-degree murder.
Taylor, a La Honda resident,
was 21 years old when she was
murdered on March 24, 1974.
The daughter of the late Stanford

University football coach and athletics administrator Chuck Taylor,
she was found dead along the side
of Sand Hill Road near Manzanita
Way on Stanford University land.
She had been strangled by
hands strong enough to have left
the ribbed impressions of her
turtleneck sweater on her neck, a
forensic pathologist testified. Her
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Palo Alto Medical
Foundation

HEALTH GUIDELINES STRONGLY RECOMMEND THAT ATTENDEES BE FULLY VACCINATED. IF NOT FULLY
VACCINATED, GUIDELINES STRONGLY RECOMMEND THAT ATTENDEES OBTAIN A NEGATIVE COVID-19 TEST PRIOR
TO ATTENDING THE EVENT AND WEAR A FACE COVERING AT THE EVENT.

CHAMBERMV.ORG
MIRAMAREVENTS.COM

INFO@CHAMBERMV.ORG
NO PETS - NO SEGWAYS
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TAKING A STAND ... Community
members came together Aug.
29 for a multifaith solidarity
prayer vigil outside First United
Methodist Church where
they stood up for the Rev.
Debra Murray, who recently
experienced a series of hate
incidents. Some brought
homemade signs, including ones
that read “Surround the city
with light and love.” Two weeks
earlier, Murray, senior pastor
at the church, was threatened
because of her Black Lives Matter
sign and leadership, according
to an event flyer. Other incidents
have been directed at Black
Lives Matter and Black religious
leaders, people in the community
and houses of worship in the
Palo Alto area, according to the
flyer. Many local faith leaders also
have signaled their support of
the initiative by signing an open
letter expressing commitment
to the community to help it
“transform histories of division
and discrimination into deep
connection and solidarity. While
religious leaders are not all of the
same mind on how to approach
issues of racial injustice, we are all
deeply angered and saddened by
these events and stand in solidarity
with our Black siblings in Palo Alto.
Many of us are strong supporters
of Black Lives Matter,” the letter
states. The letter’s authors also
stated that recent hate crimes build
on “a long-standing pattern” of
racial hate and exclusion directed
at people of color in Palo Alto. “We
unequivocally condemn all acts of
emotional, institutional or physical
violence directed at any member
of the African American or Asian
American communities in Palo
Alto,” the letter states. As of Aug.
30, the letter had 37 signatures.
A NEW LEADER ... Stanford has
ended its nationwide search for
the new faculty director of its

Martin Luther King, Jr. Research
and Education Institute, the
university announced this week.
The School of Humanities and
Sciences has appointed Lerone
Martin to the role, according to
an Aug. 30 Stanford News Service
article. He will serve as associate
professor of religious studies
and the Martin Luther King Jr.
centennial professor starting this
January. Martin has his work cut
out for him at the institute. He’ll
continue editing the civil rights
leader’s sermons, published
writings, correspondence and
unpublished papers, among other
tasks, according to the article. He
will succeed Clayborne Carson,
the institute’s founding director
who retired last year after more
than four decades in the position.
Since retiring in 2020, Carson
has led the institute as its acting
director. “It is such an honor to
succeed Dr. Clayborne Carson
as the MLK Centennial Chair and
Director of the MLK Research and
Education Institute,” Martin said in
the article. “I hope to build on the
tremendous accomplishments of
Dr. Carson and the staff.”
ENOUGH TO GO AROUND ...
Joint Venture Silicon Valley’s
first food recovery program
has received $250,000 to help
launch the initiative across Santa
Clara County. The funds were
awarded by the Implementation
Committee of the Recycling and
Waste Reduction Commission of
Santa Clara County, according
to an Aug. 26 press release. The
funds will assist Joint Venture
in pushing out food recovery
requirements under Senate
Bill 1333, which directs certain
businesses to donate surplus food.
The organization also has received
$50,000 for a capacity analysis of
how the county currently recovers
food. “Recovering excess food
is one of the most cost-effective
ways to fight climate change,”
Executive Director Robin Franz
Martin said in the release. “The
health benefits are two-fold: We
feed our Silicon Valley neighbors
with nutritious surplus meals
and reduce greenhouse gases
by keeping organics out of the
waste stream.” Another $25,000
from the LendLease Foundation
will help Joint Venture connect
food recovery organizations to
local businesses. Q

Upfront
HOMELESSNESS

In fight against homelessness,
Palo Alto turns to police officers
City Council looks to blend case management
and police officers in new outreach team
By Gennady Sheyner

S

options that was at our disposal as
law enforcement officers,” Binder
said.
Shenk framed the problem as
one of both public safety and
economics. He told the council
that just that day, he saw several
unhoused individuals using vacant storefronts in the downtown
area as homes. One of them had
camped out on the sidewalk with
personal items spread out next
to and underneath the retailer’s
goods, which were on a rack.
“It’s not right and we need to
get the ... helping hand extended
consistently to take them to the
services you all already provide
that are already out there as well
as others that you’re working on,”
Shenk said.
Charlie Weidanz, CEO of the
Palo Alto Chamber of Commerce,
said his organization regularly
hears from members about how
their businesses are being hurt by
the high number of unhoused residents on the streets. Key components of success for local businesses include clean streets, reduced
crime and an effective plan to end
homeless on city streets, he said.
“Regular, uniformed public
safety patrols of downtown areas
would offer the unhoused immediate social service resources and
even more important, follow-up
visits where appropriate,” Weidanz
told the council.
Not everyone was convinced that
the police are the best option for
dealing with homelessness. Vice
Mayor Pat Burt supported hiring
an outreach worker who could provide case management services to
the unhoused population and then
considering police involvement at
a later date, as part of the larger
context of the city’s budget. But
council members Alison Cormack
and Eric Filseth spoke for the majority in asserting that police officers will need to play a role, even
if that role has yet to be defined.
“If you’re dealing with somebody who starts a fire in the garage, a case worker alone isn’t
going to be able to tell that person
to put the fire out,” Filseth said.
“They need to go together.”
The creation of the new police
team, which is expected to cost
about $350,000, is part of the
council’s broader effort to address
homelessness. A key component
of that effort, which the council
endorsed earlier this month, is
pursuing a transitional-housing
facility on San Antonio Road, a
former site of a water treatment
plant, through the state’s Project
Homekey program.
Palo Alto has also recently established a “safe parking” program
for vehicle dwellers. The program

allows local congregations to
provide overnight parking to up
to four vehicles. Move Mountain
View, which administers a similar
“safe parking” program in Mountain View and on Geng Road in
Palo Alto, is charged with providing case management services to
participating individuals, with the
goal of linking them to more stable
housing.
To keep the momentum going,
the council on Monday endorsed
Santa Clara County’s 2020-2025
Community Plan to End Homelessness, a vision document that
includes among its strategies an
expansion in safety-net services,
construction of thousands of affordable housing units, adoption
of policies to prevent eviction
and doubling the number of temporary housing beds across the
county.
But while the council was united
in supporting the county’s vision,
members diverged over a key detail in the city’s “safe parking” program: background checks. Move
Mountain View does not perform
background checks on its clients
in any of its sites, consistent with
guidance from Santa Clara County. Some council members, including Lydia Kou and Greg Tanaka,
believe that it should.
The question of background
checks is also at the heart of a debate between the Unitarian Universalist Church of Palo Alto, which is
trying to establish a “safe parking”
program in its parking lot, and Stevenson House, a residential facility for low-income seniors that is
appealing the program. On Aug.
9, approval of the program was
delayed when three council members — Vice Mayor Pat Burt, Kou
and Tanaka — voted to remove the
appeal from the council’s “consent
calendar” and to schedule a full
hearing on the church’s application. The hearing is now scheduled
for Sept. 20.
Numerous residents and community activists pushed back
Monday against the council’s decision to delay its approval and
implored council members not
to treat homeless individuals like
criminals. Mary Wisnewski, board
member of Heart and Home Collaborative, a shelter that relies on
a rotation of local congregations,
argued that requesting background
checks from impoverished individuals “relies on a disturbing
assumption that somehow these
specific people in need are more
likely to be criminals than any other visitor to the city or to a specific
church location.”
“People who are in such deep
need live in much greater fear of
being victims of crime than they

The Palo Alto Police Department should play a role in the city’s new
effort to address homelessness, the City Council agreed on Aug. 30.
experience committing crime,”
Wisnewski said. “People who are
experiencing homelessness have
nowhere to put their belongings to
keep them safe and they are more
likely to have things stolen from
them than to steal.”
Patricia Regehr, a member of the
city’s Human Relations Commission, also spoke out against background checks in “safe parking”
programs. Regehr, who was speaking for herself and not for the commission, called background checks
“social and economic profiling” of
a vulnerable population.
“I think background checks
would be a horrible way to bring
injustice to people who are disadvantaged socially and economically,” Regehr said.
The council appeared split on
the subject. Kou and Tanaka both
supported background checks,

arguing that this would help ensure safety for neighborhood
residents. Council member Greer
Stone pushed back against the implication that unhoused individuals need to go through background
checks and cited numerous studies
indicating a lack of a connection
between homelessness and violent
crime.
“I think when it comes to making public policy, we really need
to rely on empirical evidence and
scientific studies to direct our decision-making,” Stone said. “And
the studies really overwhelmingly
show that unhoused people are not
only less likely to commit violent
crimes than housed people but are
also far more likely to be victims
of violent crimes.” Q
Email Staff Writer Gennady
Sheyner at gsheyner@paweekly.
com.

Online This Week

These and other news stories were posted on Palo Alto Online
throughout the week. For longer versions, go to www.PaloAlto
Online.com/news.

Page Mill Road slated for improvements

In a bid to improve traffic flow at a key Stanford Research Park
intersection, Santa Clara County is moving ahead with a series of
improvements, including a new left-turn lane, on Page Mill Road
and Hanover Street. (Posted Sept. 1, 5:14 p.m.)

Reservoirs serving valley reach historic lows

Extreme drought conditions have caused the Santa Clara Valley
Water District’s reservoirs to drop to just 12.5% capacity, the water
district said in an Aug. 25 statement. (Posted Sept. 1, 12:45 p.m.)

Homicide investigation underway

East Palo Alto police launched a homicide investigation on
Wednesday after a man was found unresponsive in his car and
later died at a hospital on Aug. 31. (Posted Sept. 1, 11:19 a.m.)

Police seek gunman from Pardee Park

Palo Alto police are searching for a man who fired a gun at
Pardee Park on Tuesday afternoon before fleeing in a car with two
other people. No one was injured in the shooting and a motive has
not been identified. (Posted Sept. 1, 9:57 a.m.)

Stanford bans student over social media posts

Stanford University has banned a student from campus after he
made racist and sexist social media posts on Sunday and Monday,
though the university has not yet said whether the student will be
expelled or face other disciplinary measures. (Posted Aug. 31, 8:45 p.m.)

Supes signal ‘no confidence’ in Sheriff

The Santa Clara County Board of Supervisors unanimously approved on Tuesday a vote of no confidence in Sheriff Laurie Smith,
an unprecedented act that serves as sharp condemnation of her
leadership of the Santa Clara County Sheriff’s Office. (Posted Aug.
31, 4:41 p.m.)
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Veronica Weber

purred by complaints from
downtown business leaders
and property owners, Palo
Alto is preparing to expand the
Police Department’s role in addressing homelessness.
In a move that in some ways runs
counter to the city’s broader effort
to shift certain emergency calls
away from armed officers and
toward clinical professionals, the
City Council agreed on Monday
to reconstitute a police team that
will help link unhoused individuals with shelter and services. By a
6-0 vote, with Mayor Tom DuBois
absent, the council directed staff
to return with an “outreach plan”
that in addition to a caseworker,
would include a police unit — now
known euphemistically as a “utility team.”
The utility team is a rebranded
version of the “special enforcement
team” that the department had deployed in the past to address issues
relating to homelessness. According to a report from the office of
City Manager Ed Shikada, officers assigned to these teams often
built relationships with unhoused
residents throughout the city and
“focused on the health and safety
of downtown and commercial
cores.” The two-officer team was
eliminated during the COVID-19
pandemic because of budget cuts.
Since then, the city has been
fielding calls from residents and
prominent downtown property
owners — including developers
John McNellis and John Shenk —
for enhanced enforcement. Some
pointed to the recent phenomenon of homeless encampments
in downtown garages. Others suggested that the growing number of
homeless individuals on the downtown streets is hurting businesses
that have already been devastated
by the pandemic and its economic
restrictions.
Shikada told the council on
Monday that the city has had a
number of situations recently
where “having police contact and
maintain connection with individuals who find themselves in these
difficult circumstances has proven
valuable.” Assistant Chief Andrew
Binder cited as a prime example
the homeless encampment at the
Webster/Cowper parking garage,
which was disbanded shortly after a July incident in which firefighters were summoned to knock
down a blaze.
The department, Binder said,
is in a unique position to address
homelessness because it has the
ability to seek charges or make
arrests.
“Fortunately, we didn’t have to
issue any citations when we were
doing that but that was one of the

Upfront
PUBLIC HEALTH

‘Radical convenience’
spurs East Palo Alto
vaccination push

Local leaders, high schoolers lead door-to-door
vaccination campaign to boost city’s immunization rate
By Zoe Morgan

T

vaccination rate, including personally knocking on 3,000 doors.
Romero actually got the idea
for the pickup truck announcements from a group of local high
school students who also have
been working on a door-to-door
canvassing campaign. Over a dozen high schoolers have knocked
on doors roughly 9,000 times,
sometimes the same home more
than once, as part of an effort organized by the nonprofit Youth
Community Service (YCS).
When someone answers, the
teens ask whether the person
has been vaccinated, and if not,
whether they’d be interested in
getting a shot. They’ll then share
information about upcoming local vaccine clinics and answer any
questions the resident might have.
“Instead of just posting a flyer,
we actually walked up, knocked
on the door, engaged (and) had
a conversation,” YCS Executive
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Soni Falepapalangi, left, and Julián García hold signs advertising a free vaccination clinic in East
Palo Alto.
Director Mora Oommen said.
Palo Alto High School senior
Fiorella Garcia-Rojas decided to
take part in the outreach effort because she wanted to help people get
vaccinated who might not otherwise have access to a shot, particularly Latino residents. Part of the
reason Garcia-Rojas thinks people
were comfortable talking with her
was because she is Latina herself.

“It feels more like ... their own
community coming to tell them
information,” Garcia-Rojas said.
Having people with whom residents identify do the outreach was
an important part of the effort,
Oommen said.
“Just that reassurance from
somebody who looks like them
and is from their own community,
from our own community, really
makes a difference,” Oommen
said.
People of color make up the
overwhelming majority of East
Palo Alto’s population. According to the 2020 census, roughly
two-thirds of East Palo Alto’s
residents are Hispanic. Only 7.7%
are white.
According to Romero, local
leaders realized early on that
“high touch” outreach would be
necessary to reach working class
and low-income minority communities in the city.
Currently, 79.5% of those aged
10 and up in the city have received
at least one vaccine dose, according to county data. That’s much
higher than it once was, but lower
than nearby cities like Menlo
Park, where the vaccination rate
is 99%.
A broad coalition of local leaders, community groups, health
care providers and others have
come together under the banner of
Umoja Health San Mateo County
to expand access to vaccination,
particularly in East Palo Alto,
Belle Haven and North Fair Oaks.
The door knocking campaign is
one part of that effort.
Umoja Health San Mateo
County was started in March by
Kala Mehta, a Palo Alto resident
and associate professor at UCSF
in the department of epidemiology and biostatistics, and Lisa
Tealer, the executive director
of the Bay Area Community
Health Advisory Council. The
original Umoja Health chapter
was founded in Oakland by Dr.
Kim Rhoads, who is a colleague
of Mehta at UCSF.

“When she told her story about
what was going on in Oakland, I
recognized what was happening
and knew that something very
similar was happening in East
Palo Alto,” Mehta said.
Communities of color were not
accessing vaccines at the rates of
the overall population, primarily due to a lack of availability in
their local area, Mehta said.
Over 70 local leaders are now
meeting weekly as part of Umoja
Health San Mateo to collectively
work on increasing vaccination
rates.
“We needed to bring everyone
together (and) have a forum for
folks to talk and help coordinate,”
Tealer said.
Umoja uses a “for us, by us”
model, Oommen said, where people within the community work
collectively.
The group has focused on providing “radical convenience,”
Romero said, bringing accessible
clinics right into the neighborhoods with the lowest vaccination
rates.
One problem early on was that
many vaccination events were
held during the work day or at
mass sites out of the area.
“Those kinds of larger events
are really geared toward people
with cars and computers,” Tealer
said.
Another issue was clinics asking for substantial documentation, which can be a barrier for
many, especially undocumented
residents. Umoja worked with
health care providers to simplify
the process.
“We don’t want people to not
get a shot because they mistrust
the government or they mistrust a
medical institution,” Romero said.
By partnering with health care
providers to offer convenient, low
barrier clinics, Mehta said roughly 13,900 vaccine doses have been
administered with Umoja Health’s
support. The plan is to expand
Umoja Health’s model to north
San Mateo County, Tealer said.

Courtesy Mora Oommen

wo Saturdays ago, East
Palo Alto Mayor Carlos
Romero tried a novel approach to getting more residents
vaccinated against COVID-19 —
driving his beat-up, 1987 Mazda
pickup truck through town with a
microphone in hand and a speaker in the truck bed, announcing
that a vaccine event was underway nearby.
Sure enough, a few people came
running into the clinic at the last
minute, saying they’d heard the
announcement and wanted to get
their shot.
“It was such a vindication of
that particular approach and a verification that it worked,” Romero
said.
The truck may have been a new
addition, but this type of grassroots, direct vaccine outreach is
something the mayor has been
championing for months in an effort to increase East Palo Alto’s

Upfront

Going door-to-door

Starting in March, Mehta
helped organize a group of university students in a door-to-door
outreach effort. Over the summer
that transitioned into YCS’ work
with local high school students.
They focused on the west side of
the city, which had the lowest vaccination rate, Oommen said.
Weekly vaccine clinics were
scheduled in the area and the students engaged individually with
each person who opened the door,
telling them about the clinics and
often answering questions.
In some cases, people believed
“outright falsehoods” about the
vaccine that they saw on the internet, Romero said, like that it
will make you sterile or enlarge
your heart. The person doing the
outreach generally tried to talk
through those concerns, but they
also encouraged the resident to talk
to medical staff at a vaccine clinic.
Medical student Rayan Lotfi
volunteered last week to take part
in an “Ask a scientist” booth at a
vaccine event in East Palo Alto,
where he helped answer people’s
questions. In addition to sharing
information about the vaccine,
Lotfi said it also often helped to
talk about his own experience
getting vaccinated.
“It puts a more human face to
the medical providers who are
getting vaccinated and advocating
for it,” Lotfi said. He also talked
about encouraging his own family and friends to get vaccinated.
Often though, he didn’t so much

have to combat misinformation
as ensure people knew about the
clinics and felt comfortable accessing them.
In one case, Palo Alto High
School junior Angel Solorio was
walking down the street and saw
a man standing nearby. Solorio
asked the man in Spanish whether
he’d been vaccinated, and when
he said no, offered to walk with
him to a nearby vaccination
clinic. He took Solorio up on the
offer, saying that he’d seen the
clinic already but had heard a lot
of people talking in English, so he
didn’t go in.
“Since I came to him talking
in Spanish and he only (spoke)
Spanish, I feel like he felt more
comfortable,” Solorio said.
The canvassers would also often go to the same house multiple
times, including on the day of
a clinic, letting residents know
there were nearby options to get
vaccinated.
“That’s what we were trying
to get across — this is happening right here for you,” Oommen
said. “You don’t need to go far.
You don’t need an appointment.
There are no questions asked.”
The last in a series of Saturday
clinics that have been running at
the Woodland Park apartment
complex in East Palo Alto was
held last Saturday. For information on other clinics in San Mateo County, visit smchealth.org/
vaccine-clinic-calendar. Q
Email Staff Writer Zoe Morgan
at zmorgan@paweekly.com.

CityView
A round-up

of Palo Alto government action this week

Courtesy Mora Oommen

East Palo Alto Mayor Carlos Romero, at the table, prepares Umoja
Health volunteers with details on the California COVID-19 Emergency
Rental Assistance Program to share during door-to-door outreach.

hibernation is finally over.
head to the beACH.
GO CITY-HOPPING. DINE OUT.
SHOP LOCAL. GO WINE TASTING.
GET SOME R&R IN THE
NAME OF RECOVERY.

~ support your state by vacationing here ~

City Council (Aug. 30)

Homelessness: The council discussed programs to help unhoused residents
and directed staff to return with an outreach plan that involves both case
management and police officers. Yes: Burt, Cormack, Filseth, Kou, Stone,
Tanaka Absent: DuBois

Utilities Advisory Commission (Sept. 1)

Permitting: The commission discussed the city’s permitting process for various
energy technologies. Action: None

LET’S DISCUSS: Read the latest local news headlines and talk
about the issues at Town Square at PaloAltoOnline.com/square
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Upfront

Fire danger
(continued from page 5)

A sign at the entrance of Foothills Park indicates that the fire
danger was high on Aug. 22, 2020. With fire risks rising, the city
is considering banning barbecue pits at what is now known as the
Foothills Nature Preserve.
say, ‘We’re doing a lot more than
we were before and we’re doing a
pretty darn good job compared to
other agencies that we benchmark
against.’ The benchmarking has to
be against the level of risk, and I
don’t think we’re there yet.”

The city’s emergency responders have been taking some action
to boost fire-prevention efforts,
including conducting annual inspections to foothills properties to
ensure residents are creating adequate “defensible space” around

W ? NDER
what to do with leftover paint?

Drop It Oﬀ at
the Household
Hazardous Waste
(HHW) Station
HHW Station Location
2501 Embarcadero Way
P
lo Alto,
Alto CA 94303
Palo
Hours
• Every Saturday
9 – 11 AM
• First Friday of the month
3 – 5 PM

Guidelines
• Limit of 15 gallons or 125 pounds
of HHW per visit (in no larger
than 5-gallon containers)
• Must be a Palo Alto resident
(bring your driver’s license or
vehicle registration)

Magali Gauthier

will turn east and that they will be
“hot and fast,” forcing the city to
consider evacuations for the hundreds of homes in the foothills.
“We prepped and we prepped
and we started going through the
homes in the neighborhoods and
letting them know that something
might be coming,” McNally said.
“We were asking them to fill out
cards, letting us know if people
were left behind.”
Luckily, the wind shift never
came and the crisis was averted.
But as Vice Mayor Pat Burt and
other council members acknowledged Monday, the city may not
be so fortunate next time. Even
with the increased investment in
fire prevention and improved coordination between agencies, Burt
suggested that the city and its partners need to invest even more in
fire protection.
“We’re facing a very acute risk,”
Burt said. “It’s not good enough to

their homes. This includes removal of all dead plants and branches
and removing leaves from their
yards, roofs, rain gutters and other
spaces within 30 feet from buildings, as well as cutting grass down
to a maximum height of 4 inches
within 100 feet of buildings. Earlier this month, staff from the Fire
and Office of Emergency Services
outlined these steps in a community meeting with residents from
Palo Alto Hills and other vulnerable areas.
“The more that could be done
at the front end by property owners to make their properties savable, the better chance we have
of saving them on the back end,”
McNally said. “If we have three
homes and two are well prepared
and one is not, oftentimes we do
the most we can with the resources we have and save the two, if the
one requires too much work.”
Ken Dueker, director of Palo
Alto’s Office of Emergency Services, said his office has also been
encouraging residents to sign up
for early warning systems such as
AlertSCC and Zonehaven to get
information about evacuations.
They should also be prepared to
leave even without an official order, Dueker said.
“Really, those of us in the firstresponder community want to encourage people to not hesitate —
not wait to be informed by some
official channel, much less a knock
on your door at 2 a.m.,” Dueker
said. “That’s what we’ve been telling everyone consistently.”
City staff also acknowledged
in a new report that even the actions recently taken collectively
by agencies, landowners and property owners in the near- and midterm “might not be sufficient to
mitigate or prevent a major fire.”
“As we are seeing now with
large fires in California and other
areas of the Pacific Northwest, the
usual concepts of defensible space,
fuel reduction, and firefighting
can be obviated when such fires
generate their own winds (fire
weather) and become unstoppable
by humans,” the report states.
Other agencies are also stepping up their efforts to meet the
growing threat. The Midpeninsula Regional Open Space District
has recently expanded firebreaks
along Montebello Road and removed about 100 eucalyptus trees
in the area of Page Mill Road and
Skyline Boulevard in 2020, said
Craig Beckman, area manager for

the open space district.
Stanford University is also accelerating its vegetation management plan in areas such as Jasper
Ridge, though the effort is hampered by a shortage of contractors
available to perform the work,
Stanford Fire Marshal Aaron McCarthy said.
“There’s not a lot of people
available to do this all as quickly
as we need it done,” McCarthy
told the council. “That’s something we’re going to try to address
as we move forward.”
Stanford is now developing artificial intelligence technologies
for fire detection. It is also evaluating the use of fire retardants in
frequently visited areas, including
around Interstate Highway 280,
along Junipero Serra Boulevard
and under power poles.
To help develop new technology,
Palo Alto officials are proposing
to use the city as a “test bed” that
convenes different government
agencies, academics, nonprofits
and private companies.
“All of us really need to work
together. This is not a single agency or single discipline challenge,”
Dueker said. “Wildfires in particular stretch everyone beyond their
limits, even the big state agencies.”
While the council didn’t take
any formal actions Monday, members strongly supported the recent
efforts to improve coordination
with Stanford and other partners
in the region. They also supported
recent moves by the Community
Services Department to shut down
nine barbecue pits in camping areas in the foothills. The city has
not, however, closed down the 28
pits in the Orchard Glen picnic
area or the two in the Orchard
Glen area in Foothills Nature
Preserve.
Burt and council member Greer
Stone both said they would support a broader prohibition on fire
pits in the foothills until the end
of the fire season. Stone recalled
last year, when his parents and his
sister left their homes due to hazards posed by the CZU fires. After
spending several anxious weeks
with friends, they were relieved to
learn that their homes were saved.
“My family was lucky. Many
others were not,” Stone said.
“Driving up to their house is just
always a heartbreaking reminder
of those who lost their homes.” Q
Email Staff Writer Gennady
Sheyner at gsheyner@paweekly.
com.

• Empty containers? Put them in
your blue recycling cart.

For more information, visit

www.cityofpaloalto.org/hazwaste

To boost fire-prevention efforts, emergency responders are
encouraging home owners to create “defensible space” around their
properties.
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Magali Gauthier

zerowaste@cityofpaloalto.org
(650) 496-5910
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Labor Day Weekend Sale

35

% All Stickley
off Furniture

FLEGELS

F

Open Tuesday - Saturday
11am - 5pm
EXTENDED HOURS:
Sunday 12-5pm
Labor Day Monday 11am-5pm

DESIGN

1010 El Camino Real, Suite 90, Menlo Park • (650) 326-9661
zzzàOUO_pàKda
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1795 Hamilton Ave, Palo Alto
WWW.1795HAMILTON.COM

A Flexible Floor Plan, fully landscaped yard and
a desirable location all come together here. Banquette seating at a unique
rotating table, skylight, lots of cupboard and counter space make the
kitchen a great social center. A primary suite, two additional main floor
rooms added to two second floor rooms equal 5 rooms for sleeping, work,
play, relaxation. Garage with attached work shop and brick patio with
rose covered arbor complete the property.

List price $3,850,000.

OPEN HOUSE SATURDAY AND SUNDAY 12:00 TO 3:00PM

Nancy Goldcamp

(650) 400-5800
nancy @ nancygoldcamp.com
CAL DRE# 00787851

www.nancygoldcamp.com
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WHY SUPPORT

LOCAL
JOURNALISM?
Our subscribing members
say it best...

“

Really inspired by your ability to keep
grasping and improving ... It’s just so
exhausting being a reporter right now.
Thank you for serving the community.

”

- Clay L.

Will you join the thousands of others
supporting local journalism?
Now’s your moment to step up when we need you the most.
Subscribe now at PaloAltoOnline.com/join
You can also subscribe for one year by mailing a check for $120
($60 for seniors and students) to us at 450 Cambridge Ave., Palo Alto 94306.
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Pulse

Answers to this week’s puzzles, which can be found on page 35.

A weekly compendium of vital statistics

POLICE CALLS
Palo Alto

Aug. 25-Aug. 31

Violence related
Pasteur Drive, 8/23, 11:14 a.m.; sex
crime.
Oxford Avenue, 8/24, 10:30 a.m.; sex
crime.
Arastradero Road, 8/24, 2 p.m.; sexual
battery.
Embarcadero Road, 8/24, 2:20 p.m.;
sex crime.
Middlefield Road, 8/28, 12 p.m.; simple
battery.
Maddux Drive, 8/29, 12:01 a.m.;
domestic violence/battery.
University Avenue/Bryant Street, 8/27,
4:11 p.m.; elder abuse/physical.
Theft related
Commercial burglaries . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Embezzlement . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Grand theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Identity theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Prowler . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Residential burglaries . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Shoplifting . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6
Vehicle related
Auto theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Bicycle theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4
Driving w/ suspended license . . . . . . . 7
Hit and run . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Lost/stolen plates . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Misc. traffic . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Stolen catalytic converter . . . . . . . . . . 1
Theft from auto . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Vehicle accident/minor injury . . . . . . . . 2
Vehicle accident/prop damage . . . . . . 8
Vehicle tow . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
Alcohol or drug related
Driving under influence . . . . . . . . . . . . 5
Possession of drugs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2

Miscellaneous
Brandishing . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Casualty fall . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Found property . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5
Lost property . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4
Misc. penal code violation . . . . . . . . . . 2
Missing person . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Other/misc. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Outside investigation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Psychiatric subject . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5
Suspicious circumstances . . . . . . . . . . 2
Vandalism . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
Warrant arrest . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Warrant/other agency . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7

Menlo Park

Aug. 25-Aug. 31

Violence related
Santa Cruz Avenue/El Camino Real,
8/25, 4:01 p.m.; battery.
1200 block Crane Street, 8/25, 4:28
p.m.; battery.
Theft related
Fraud . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Petty theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Shoplifting . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Vehicle related
Bicycle theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Driving w/ suspended license . . . . . . . 1
Hit and run . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Stolen catalytic converter . . . . . . . . . . 3
Theft from auto . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Vehicle accident/major injury . . . . . . . . 1
Vehicle accident/no injury . . . . . . . . . . 1
Alcohol or drug related
Driving under influence . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Possession of drugs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Miscellaneous
Disturbance/annoying phone calls . . . 1
Found property . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Info. case . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1

Public Notices
995 Fictitious Name
Statement
MIDTOWN MANAGEMENT
MIDTOWN REALTY
MIDTOWN REALTORS
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
File No.: FBN677509
The following person (persons) is (are)
doing business as:
1.) Midtown Management, 2.) Midtown
Realty, 3.) Midtown Realtors, located at
2775A Middlefield Road, Palo Alto, CA
94306, Santa Clara County.
This business is owned by: A Corporation.
The name and residence address of the
registrant(s) is(are):
MIDTOWN REALTY, INC.
2775A Middlefield Road
Palo Alto, CA 94306
Registrant began transacting business
under the fictitious business name(s) listed
above on November 17, 2015.
This statement was filed with the County
Clerk-Recorder of Santa Clara County on
July 30, 2021.
(PAW Aug. 20, 27; Sep. 3, 10, 2021)
BAY AREA SINGLES EVENTS AND TRAVEL
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
File No.: FBN677916
The following person (persons) is (are)
doing business as: Bay Area Singles Events
and Travel, located at 830 Stewart Dr., Suite
145, Sunnyvale, CA 94085, USA.
This business is owned by: A Corporation.
The name and residence address of the
registrant(s) is(are):
YOUR ASIAN CONNECTION INC.
830 Stewart Dr. Suite 145
Sunnyvale, CA 94085
Registrant began transacting business
under the fictitious business name(s) listed
above on 07/07/2000.
This statement was filed with the County
Clerk-Recorder of Santa Clara County on
August 12, 2021.
(PAW Aug. 27; Sep. 3, 10, 17, 2021)

PARKINSON’S DESEASE AND MOVEMENT
DISORDERS CENTER OF SILICON VALLEY
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
File No.: FBN678116
The following person (persons) is (are)
doing business as:
Parkinson’s Disease and Movement
Disorders Center of Silicon Valley, located
at 512 Hamilton Avenue, Palo Alto, CA
94301, Santa Clara County.
This business is owned by: A Corporation.
The name and residence address of the
registrant(s) is(are):
DR. SALIMA BRILLMAN, PC
512 Hamilton Avenue
Palo Alto, CA 94301
Registrant began transacting business
under the fictitious business name(s) listed
above on 12/01/2017.
This statement was filed with the County
Clerk-Recorder of Santa Clara County on
August 20, 2021.
(PAW Sep 3, 10, 17, 24, 2021)
AMAR HHH
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
File No.: FBN678300
The following person (persons) is (are)
doing business as:
Amar HHH, located at 2625 Middlefield
Road, #935, Palo Alto, CA 94306, Santa
Clara County.
This business is owned by: An Individual.
The name and residence address of the
registrant(s) is(are):
AMAR HUSSAIN
733 Layne Court
Palo Alto, CA 94306
Registrant began transacting business
under the fictitious business name(s) listed
above on 08/11/2021.
This statement was filed with the County
Clerk-Recorder of Santa Clara County on
August 30, 2021.
(PAW Sep. 3, 10, 17, 24, 2021)

Call Alicia Santillan at 650-223-6578 or email asantillan@paweekly.com
for assistance with your legal advertising needs.

Mental evaluation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Missing person . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Other/misc. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Threats . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Vandalism . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Warrant/other agency . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2

OBITUARIES
A list of local residents
who died recently:
Judith (Monson) Scanlon, 83, a longtime Palo Alto
resident, died on July 27.
Marilyn (Muller) Farmer,
a Palo Alto resident and
longtime member of the
Clef Hangers Choral group
and Junior League of Palo
Alto, died on Aug. 5. Richard Stone, 104, a Palo Alto
resident who was a national
table tennis champion in his
youth and later served as director of research and engineering at Wallace-Murray
Corporation in Belmont,
died July 21.
To read full obituaries,
leave remembrances and
post photos, go to Lasting Memories at PaloAlto
Online.com/obituaries. Q
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Celebrate Community
SEPTEMBER 10-18, 2021

SOME OF OUR EXCITING EVENTS
Family Movie Night – Free

Enjoy live music from artists

2021 Moonlight Run & Walk

AT Mitchell Park Athletic Field,
Sept. 10 @ 7:30 p.m.
Featuring “Zootopia” with a tribute
honorLQJ Palo Alto’s first responders.
Registration is required.

Sept. 17 @ 5:30 p.m.

AT multiple service sites in Palo
Alto and East Palo Alto, Sept. 11

On Cal Ave —
• Sept. 11 @ 5 p.m., Steve Poltz
• Sept. 13 @ 5 p.m., Inspector Gadje Sextet
At Lytton Plaza —
• Sept. 13 @ 12 p.m., Dayna Stephens Group
• Sept. 14 @ 5 p.m., Mitch Woods &
His Rocket 88s ft. Nancy Wright
• Sept. 15 @ 4:30 p.m., Ben Goldberg
& Scott Amendola Play Monk

ACGA Palo Alto Clay
and Glass Festival

Cantor Arts Center –
Museum Day

NATIONAL DAY OF SERVICE
AND REMEMBRANCE

at the Palo Alto Art Center,
Sept. 11 & 12 @ 10 a.m.
Stroll the beautiful Art Center grounds,
meet the artists, and find inspiration in
amazing works for the home and garden.

Sept. 12 FROM 1-4 P.M., Open for a
special welcome for Palo Alto residents.

Golf Course Clinic Day
& Open House
Sept. 13 @ 9:30 a.m.

Stanford Athletics
Welcomes You Back!
Women’s Soccer, Volleyball,
& Men’s Soccer, Sept. 11, 12, & 14
Be one of the first to see the Cardinal
return to play.

A Palo Alto Weekly/Online benefit event
that supports local non-profits dedicated to
helping kids and families RQ the Peninsula.
Registration is required.

Open House: Palo Alto Lawn
Bowls - FREE LESSONS!
AT Palo Alto Lawn Bowls,
SEPT. 18, FREE FROM 10 A.M.-1 P.M.

Opening Night of“Working”
by Palo Alto Players
AT Lucie Stern Community
Theater, Sept. 18 @ 8 p.m.
WORKING is a brilliant, hilarious, and
heartwarming examination of the
“essential” worker. Buy tickets online.

View more events and learn more at
cityofpaloalto.org/TogetherAgain or Scan Me
Page 18 • September 3, 2021 • Palo Alto Weekly • www.PaloAltoOnline.com

RACE NIGHT

Until
Monday Only

Save $5
On Registration
with discount code

LABOR5

Presented by
C i t y o f Pa l o A lt o

Register at

PaloAltoWeeklyMoonlightRun.com

*Promotion valid until September 6, 2021 at 11:59pm with LABOR5 promo code.
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Exceptional care for your
heart and vascular health

NOW
OPEN

Our patients reﬂect the diverse fabric of the Golden State.
Their needs and life stories are one-of-a-kind, but they seek
the same experience: Exceptional heart and vascular care
from an exceptional team of medical experts.
OUR SPECIALTIES:

Preventative & Non-Invasive Cardiology | Interventional Cardiology | Structural Heart
Vascular & Endovascular Intervention | Vein Care & Treatment | Cardiac Rhythm Management

gshav.com
650-695-0955
2490 Hospital Drive
Suite 106
Mountain View 94040
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Dr. James Joye

Dr. Ajanta De

LivingWell
A monthly special section of news

& information for seniors

BEYOND THE CALL OF DUTY
Off the clock, these Avenidas honorees
laid the groundwork for a better community

33

E

ach of this year’s nine Avenidas Lifetimes of Achievement honorees has
gone beyond the call of duty year in and
year out for decades to create positive changes
in the community by donating countless hours
of hands-on service to local organizations and
programs aimed at improving education, health
care, the environment and services for seniors,
among other areas.
From launching an innovation center aimed
at providing cutting-edge resources for teachers and students, to raising millions of dollars
for cancer research, to initiating programs to
foster diversity and social justice in and out of
the workplace, Fran Codispoti, Helen Gifford,

Gay and Bill Krause, Alma and Jim Phillips,
Stephen Player and Eliane and Armand Neukermans have distinguished themselves as deeply
committed to making their communities a better place.
To honor them, the senior-serving nonprofit
Avenidas and the Palo Alto Weekly will host a
virtual celebration on Sunday, Sept. 26, from 3
to 4:30 p.m. on Zoom.
“While the date and venue may have changed
a few times due to COVID, the spirit of coming
together and celebrating will carry on as we will
all raise a glass to toast this outstanding group
of achievers,” said Kari Martell, Avenidas VP
of Marketing and Communications.

Tickets for this public event are $75 and gifts
may also be made in honor of one or more of the
honorees, with proceeds benefiting Avenidas’
programs for older adults throughout the area.
Ticket holders may choose to have a box of savory snacks, dessert and a bottle of wine delivered to their home before the event. There also
will be live guitar music, the chance to meet
and welcome new Avenidas President and CEO
Amy Yotopoulos and the opportunity to learn
about the honorees’ contributions, as presented
by Santa Clara County Supervisor Joe Simitian.
To reserve a Zoom link for this festive online
party, visit avenidas.org by Sept. 17. For more
information, call 650-289-5445.

LIFETIMES OF ACHIEVEMENT

FRAN CODISPOTI
She’s raised millions of dollars as an
advocate for people young and old
By David Goll

L

plans events. Rao is on the international organization’s board of
directors.

‘Feminism has been
a continuous thread
throughout my life.’

— Fran Codispoti

Human Rights Watch is just
one of many nonprofit and charitable organizations where Codispoti has worked tirelessly for over
many decades.
Among Codispoti’s many talents are her formidable fundraising abilities, often the least popular duty in charitable or political
campaign work.
“She has no problem asking
people to open up their wallets
and their hearts for a good cause,”
Rao said.
Among her most notable fundraising accomplishments is the
annual Under One Umbrella
event on behalf of the Stanford
Women’s Cancer Center. A survivor herself, Codispoti first got

A survivor of Hodgkin’s lymphoma, Fran Codispoti first got involved with the Under One Umbrella
annual fundraising event in 2011. Over the years, she has raised more than $1 million annually on
behalf of the Stanford Women’s Cancer Center.
involved with Under One Umbrella in 2011 — and helped
raise $800,000 for the Center by
snagging none other than famed
actress Nicole Kidman as the
featured entertainment. Over the
years since, the event, now held
at Stanford’s Bing Concert Hall,
has raised more than $1 million

annually, and Kidman has been
joined on stage by her countrysinger husband, Keith Urban; by
fellow husband-and-wife country
music luminaries Garth Brooks
and Trisha Yearwood; and by
another famous married duo —
movie-industry actors and royalty
Tom Hanks and Rita Wilson.

Magali Gauthier

os Altos Hills philanthropist Fran Codispoti isn’t
one to shy away from life’s
unexpected challenges. After recovering from Hodgkin’s lymphoma, she decided to turn her
attention away from a lucrative
career in tech to focus exclusively on improving the well-being of
people young and old who might
be experiencing hardships.
Palo Alto’s Amy Rao, who met
Codispoti seven years ago while
doing advocacy work, has a succinct description of her relationship with her.
“I tell everyone I want to be
Fran when I grow up,” Rao said
with a chuckle. “She has incredible energy and passion when she
is working for a cause.”
Rao and Codispoti met through
their activism in the Democratic
Party and membership in the
Silicon Valley chapter of Human
Rights Watch, a New York-based
non-governmental organization that conducts research into
and advocacy for human rights
causes worldwide. Codispoti is a
member of the chapter’s executive
committee that targets causes and

Codispoti credits her political
awareness, dogged determination
and large reservoir of empathy for
others to her parents.
“I was raised in a family that
greatly valued a strong work ethic,” she said.
(continued on page 24)
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BETSY GIFFORD
She’s spent hundreds of hours
lending a hand to nonprofits
By Sue Dremann

B

responsibility, and that’s how she
was raised, she said.
Her mother and father were active in their community in Aurora,
Illinois; son Peter is past president
of the Palo Alto Community Fund
and has been involved with the
East Palo Alto Charter School;

‘There’s nothing
better than to see
the results of quietly
contributing to the
benefit of all. It fills
your heart.’

— Betsy Gifford

son Jonathan volunteers with
Canopy and Gamble Garden.
“It’s a family ethic — that’s
all,” she said.
Her father, Karl Grube, who
graduated from Stanford University with a degree in aeronautical
engineering, was a big supporter

From being a Palo Alto Community Fund director emerita to being a 30-year member of the Dirty
Knees Brigade at Elizabeth F. Gamble Garden, Betsy Gifford isn’t shy about one thing: rolling up her
sleeves. With privilege comes responsibility, and that’s how she was raised, she said.
of the university. After returning
to his hometown, he recruited
many students for Stanford’s admissions office, she said.
He also encouraged his own son,
John, and John’s friend, Jonathan
Berry Gifford, to attend Stanford.
Jonathan Gifford became an architect and later worked for Birge
Clark’s firm. Betsy eventually married him, and the couple settled in
Palo Alto in 1966.

Settling into her new environment was challenging. The only
people she knew were her husband and a high school classmate.
“I had to forge my own way,”
she said. In the uncharted territory of Palo Alto, she set out to
find out “who she was” and how
to be creative in her new environment, she said.
Gifford graduated from the
University of Arizona with a

Magali Gauthier

etsy Gifford is finally
getting used to the idea
of being honored with an
Avenidas Lifetimes of Achievement Award. She’s not keen on
the spotlight.
“I like to do things quietly in
the background. I don’t want any
bugles,” she said on a sunny August afternoon.
But Gifford’s — and her family’s — quiet imprint is on many
things benefiting the Palo Alto,
East Palo Alto and Stanford
communities: Stanford athletics
and arts programs; the YMCA
in East Palo Alto; the Children’s
Hospital at Stanford; the Music
Guild at Stanford University;
Junior League of Palo Alto-Mid
Peninsula; a local PTA, as well as
numerous others.
From being a Palo Alto Community Fund director emerita to
being a 30-year member of the
“Dirty Knees Brigade” at Elizabeth F. Gamble Garden, tending
the flower beds, Gifford isn’t shy
about one thing: rolling up her
sleeves. With privilege comes

social sciences degree.
“It was my hook to learn about
the community,” she said.
She first volunteered as a “pink
lady” at Stanford Hospital in patient services. Then she was invited to join the Palo Alto Auxiliary
at Allied Arts, which benefited
the Children’s Hospital at Stanford. After their two sons were
(continued on page 25)
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BILL AND GAY
KRAUSE
They’ve spent decades working
to improve local education
By Chris Kenrick

I

her direction since its founding in
2000, the center has offered professional training to more than 23,000
educators in the effective use of
classroom technology and more
engaging, high-quality instruction
in math and related subjects.

‘Education, from our
point of view, is really
the foundation of all
benefits to society.’

— Bill Krause

For Bill, his success at 3Com allowed him to execute on a threepart idea he’d hazily concocted
as a 20-year-old, broke college
graduate. The plan — which he
calls “learning, earning and serving” — was to spend one-third of
his career learning about business;
another third building a business
and the remainder giving back.
His learning phase took place
at General Electric and then at
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Bill and Gay Krause’s shared passion for education led them to create the Krause Center for
Innovation at Foothill College in Los Altos Hills in 2000. Since its opening, the center has provided
professional training to more than 23,000 educators in the effective use of classroom technology and
more engaging, high-quality instruction in math and related subjects.
Hewlett-Packard, where on his
very first day in 1967, Krause was
introduced to company president
Bill Hewlett in the cafeteria. He
began accompanying Hewlett on
sales calls for an early programmable machine they called a desktop calculator. Krause later went on
to turn the money-losing HP 3000
computer into a $1 billion business
for the company and, still later, to
manage HP’s first personal computer division.
Intrigued by the then-novel idea
of connecting PCs into a network,
Krause embarked on his risky but
ultimately successful “earning”

phase, joining Ethernet co-inventor
Robert Metcalfe and others in the
early days of 3Com. Among the
company’s first customers were
the young Bill Gates, Steve Jobs
and Sun Microsystems co-founder
Andy Bechtolsheim.
Now in his “giving back” phase,
Krause mentors young entrepreneurs through the venture capital
firm Andreessen Horowitz and
also is a senior adviser to the private equity firm Carlyle Group.
Having served on boards of more
than 15 publicly traded companies,
he now sits on the boards of two
startups, Forward Networks and

Magali Gauthier

t felt like an enormous risk to
Bill and Gay Krause back in
1981.
Bill quit his good management
job at Hewlett-Packard — where
his personal mentor was the legendary co-founder Bill Hewlett —
to join an uncertain but interesting
startup.
“There were months when there
were no paychecks,” recalled Gay
in an interview with the Weekly.
The startup — 3Com — turned
out to be wildly successful. As
CEO from 1981 to 1990 and board
chair from 1987 to 1993, Bill grew
the data networking firm into a
global, $1 billion-plus publicly
traded company.
The wealth created from that
venture has since allowed the Los
Altos Hills couple to pursue many
other dreams.
In the case of Gay, a former
schoolteacher and principal, she’s
been able to create and grow her
own startup — the Krause Center for Innovation at Foothill College in Los Altos Hills. Under

Smartcar, as well as the privately
held Veritas. Gay currently serves
on the boards of the YMCA of Silicon Valley, the Foothill-De Anza
Foundation, Children Now, the
Mountain View-Los Altos-Los Altos Hills Challenge Team, as well
as the community board of the Palo
Alto Medical Foundation.
For both Krauses, most of the
other “giving back” flows from
their shared passion for education.
They’ve funded the Krause Innovation Studio at Penn State University — Gay’s alma mater — and
(continued on page 26)
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ARMAND
AND ELIANE
NEUKERMANS
Together and individually, couple
is dedicated to serving local and
global communities
t’s certainly not uncommon for
long-devoted couples to have
met in college, but a truly special partnership was forged some
decades ago when an economics
student met an engineering student
at Louvain University in Belgium.
That meeting brought together
Armand and Eliane Neukermans,
who have been married close to 60
years, have four children and nine
— soon to be 10 — grandchildren.
But that meeting in college also
brought together two people dedicated to being of service to others,
whose numerous philanthropic
projects make a difference in the
lives of people both locally and
globally.
Together and individually, the
Neukermanses’ philanthropic
work takes a stunningly broad
scope, from complex social issues
such as education and accessibility

I

to the gnarliest of environmental
challenges, with projects aimed at
mitigating climate change.
“The only way to live is to share
what you have with your family
and community. We don’t live for
ourselves,” Eliane said.

‘The only way to live
is to share what you
have with your family
and community.
We don’t live for
ourselves.’

— Eliane Neukermans

Eliane holds degrees in economics and philosophy from Louvain, and Armand has degrees in
both electrical and mechanical

Magali Gauthier

By Heather Zimmerman

Armand and Eliane Neukermans’ philanthropic work takes a stunningly broad scope, from complex
social issues such as education and accessibility to the gnarliest of environmental challenges, with
projects aimed at mitigating climate change.
engineering, with a doctorate in
applied physics from Stanford
University.
The Neukermanses came to the
Bay Area in the early 1960s after
a short time in Arizona, and Armand, an engineer and physicist,
worked for early Silicon Valley
companies such as Hewlett-Packard and Xerox. He went on to create his own consulting firm and
also founded a company based on
a revolutionary optical switch.
Armand was named Silicon
Valley Inventor of the Year in
2001 by the Silicon Valley Intellectual Property Law Association.
He holds over 75 patents, and his

work has led to everything from
the development of the inkjet
printer to innovations in fiber optics, advancements in hearing aids
to transdermal medical delivery
systems.
For more than a decade, Armand
has been one of a small group of
engineers and scientists volunteering their time and expertise
to tackle one of the biggest challenges there is: climate change.
One aspect of their work focuses
on a “geoengineering” strategy
known as “marine cloud brightening,” which aims to lower temperatures through a process that
makes clouds denser and capable

of reflecting sunlight back into the
atmosphere. It’s being used experimentally to try to cool Australia’s
Great Barrier Reef, Eliane said.
“Other people who influenced
Armand’s work for two decades
have been (Stanford professor)
Steve Schneider and (scientist and
futurist) James Lovelock who each
in their own way promoted the
need for involvement, action and
research in climate change. We
had several meetings with them.
Armand’s work with fellow engineers and scientists on climate
change and geo-engineering is the
(continued on page 26)
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ALMA AND JIM
PHILLIPS
They’ve changed lives through more
than a dozen local organizations
By Jocelyn Dong

W

partnership for life, which has
taken them from Austin to New
York to Palo Alto, where they and
their two children set down roots
in 1972.

‘Put a lot of effort
into doing things for
others, and you will
realize a richer life.’

— Jim Phillips

Theirs, Jim said, has been a lifetime of joy, built on mutual support
and service to others.
As Avenidas Lifetimes of
Achievement honorees, the Phillipses’ contributions to the Palo
Alto area have been broad, spanning education, diversity, housing, civic affairs and services to
seniors. Their impact also has
been deep, helping people in

Magali Gauthier

hen Jim Phillips met
Alma Howard at the
University of Texas
at Austin in the late 1950s, it was
pretty much love at first sight, he
recently recalled. But a year later,
the soon-to-be graduates faced
their first quandary: He was staying for graduate school at the university; she was thinking of moving to Houston to find work as an
elementary school teacher since
Austin’s school district was so
highly competitive.
But demonstrating a commitment to Jim, as she would for decades to come, Alma sought advice
from her dean, who told her to go
to the district office immediately.
“You’re the best graduate of your
year in your field. There’s no question you’ll get a job teaching in
Austin,” he said.
So Alma did. And she got the
job.
Thus began the Phillipses’

Alma and Jim Phillips’ contributions to the Palo Alto area have been broad, spanning education,
diversity, housing, civic affairs and services to seniors. Their impact also has been deep, helping people
in ways that have changed lives.
ways that have changed lives.
For Jim, the ethos of service to
others was planted in him when
he was young, as he observed his
parents’ volunteerism. His mother,
a registered nurse, provided health
education to the poor; his father
once learned sign language to
communicate with a deaf and mute
couple in their town.
“I thought it was really remarkable,” Jim said. “That kind of stuck
with me through all of my years.”
When he was 5, his family

moved to New York, where he witnessed stark economic inequality.
“I was exposed for the first time
to African American people, and
I could see ... how they were living differently, and that gave me
thoughts way back then: ‘Why is
this difference going on?’” Jim
said.
For Alma, her desire to help others grew as she discovered her talent for relating to kids of all kinds,
including those who were disadvantaged and others who were

considered trouble-makers.
“They’re responsive. They’re
willing to learn — and they do, so
it’s rewarding,” she said, her voice
still carrying a faint Texas drawl.
Once the family moved to Palo
Alto, Alma gave up teaching but tutored students over many decades.
Witnessing their progress was
deeply satisfying, she said. She’s
even saved a note from a teacher
she respected, who’d written: “You
(continued on page 26)
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STEPHEN PLAYER
He lent his legal expertise
to help launch startup nonprofits
By Lloyd Lee
paper and pen.”
At the time, Player didn’t know
much about Finch or whom the
firm represented. He was mostly happy for the opportunity to
work as a lawyer in the Bay Area.
Finch, it turned out, had been David Packard and Bill Hewlett’s
personal lawyer through the
founding of Hewlett-Packard, and
the firm also now performed corporate work for the tech company.
This association with HP led
to the beginning of Player’s foray
into the nonprofit sector. Player
said Packard approached the
firm with a request from fellow
Stanford University alum John
Gardner — who at the time was
serving as secretary of health,
education and welfare in the Lyndon Johnson administration — to
help establish a local chapter of
the nonprofit Urban Coalition.

Codispoti

F

(continued from page 21)

“As a kid, there was one Christmas when I needed money to buy
gifts, so I went door to door in my
neighborhood selling Christmas
cards. I made enough money not
only for gifts but to buy a savings
bond, too,” she said.
Codispoti said that, because of
her father’s employment in the
military, her family moved every
two years when she was growing
up. Along with such domestic locations as Washington, D.C., North
Carolina, Florida and California,
her father also was stationed in
Santiago, Chile, where she and her
sisters learned to speak Spanish.
But it was the move she made
after accepting a position at Time

Magali Gauthier

rom the get-go as a fresh
law school graduate, Palo
Alto attorney Stephen
Player spent much of his 30year career lending his skills to
help local nonprofits get off the
ground all while working fulltime representing some of Silicon
Valley’s biggest tech names.
Player was among those who
helped form the Senior Coordinating Council of Palo Alto,
which later became Avenidas. He
also assisted with the launch of
Center for a New Generation, an
afterschool enrichment program
in East Palo Alto, and Foundation
for a College Education, which
helps students in underrepresented communities pursue college.
Looking back on his accomplishments, Player, now 80, describes his life trajectory as a
series of serendipitous moments,
with one thing unexpectedly
leading to another.
“It was just kind of a series of
decisions, or non-decisions, that
helped me through my career,”
he said.
From day one, Player said, his
career as a lawyer started with a
stroke of good luck. After graduating from Stanford University
and University of California,
Hastings College of the Law,
Player said he took a gap year in
England. When he returned to the
United States, Player struggled
for a few months to find a job. His
prospects finally changed in 1967
when his former wife’s uncle introduced Player to a close friend
named Nathan Finch, who ran a
small law firm in Palo Alto.
When the two met, Finch told
Player, “Hey, we just terminated
a lawyer. I happen to have an
empty office; here’s a pad of

Stephen Player spent much of his 30-year career lending his skills to help local nonprofits get off the
ground all while working full-time representing some of Silicon Valley’s biggest tech names.

The national program aimed
to bring together leaders from
businesses, local government
and civil rights organizations to
spearhead solutions to race and
poverty issues following the 1967
Detroit riot, which spurred protests nationwide.
“Since we were (Packard’s)
lawyers, we got involved with setting up the local chapter,” Player
said.
His job involved a lot of the

grunt work necessary to establish
a nonprofit organization: filing
papers with the IRS to get a tax
exemption, writing the articles of
incorporation and by-laws, and
offering legal consultation pro
bono.
“It was a wonderful opportunity to really deal with some real
life issues, and Urban Coalition
was right on top of things,” Player
said.
Player’s involvement with
the Urban Coalition opened the
floodgates for what would amount
to several decades of volunteer legal work for nonprofits and a seat
on more than a dozen nonprofit
boards, including the Palo Alto
Chamber of Commerce, Palo
Alto Recreation Foundation and
Palo Alto YMCA.
He was approached to help start
Foundation for a College Education, a nonprofit by Christopher
Roe and Glenn Singleton, who
were interested in helping minority high school students get into
college. He also was tapped by
John Wesley Rice, the father of
former U.S.Secretary of State,

Condoleezza Rice, to help start
Center for a New Generation in
1991. The organization now operates as an extension of the Boys &
Girls Club.
In his sole practice as a general business and real estate
lawyer after he left Finch’s law
firm, Player became known as
a friendly neighborhood lawyer,
settling disputes between Palo
Alto residents and the city. If a
resident’s fence was too high or
their home was too close to someone else’s, for example, Player
said he would often step in as a
mediator to help both sides come
to terms amicably.
“The thing about law — sometimes it’s about beating the other
person,” he said. “I was never that
way. I always felt there had to be a
meeting point somewhere.”
In his 60s, Player’s career took
another unexpected turn.
While serving on the board
of the Midpeninsula Hospice
Foundation, which later became
Pathways, Player called his friend
Howie Pearson, Stanford’s current senior philanthropic adviser

and development legal counsel,
to ask him to give a talk about
planned giving and how to raise
endowments.
And in tune with Player’s serendipitous world, when he called
to confirm Pearson’s appointment, Pearson’s administrative
assistant asked if Player would
be willing to take a half-time job
as the university’s planned giving
officer.
“I said, sure. ... That’s why I
talk about serendipity,” he said.
Player lives in his longtime
residence in the Leland Manor
neighborhood with his wife, Nancy Player, who has been involved
in much of his volunteer work
since the ‘80s. Currently, Player’s
on a committee trying to get the
Palo Alto Museum off the ground
and raise money.
“I was really blessed as a
young lawyer to have a chance
to meet all these people,” he
said. “As I get older, I look back
and think, ‘I was a lucky son of
a gun.’” Q
Email Staff Writer Lloyd Lee
at LLee@paweekly.com.

Life Co. in New York City following her graduation from Syracuse
University in 1965 that ended up
having a profound effect on Codispoti’s life. When her father accepted a military assignment in Japan,
she decided to leave the Time Life
job and join her parents and sisters
in the Far East. While working as
a social studies teacher in a school
for the children of American military personnel in Japan — despite
lacking a teaching credential —
Codispoti befriended a fellow
American teacher.
Though her new friend eventually had to return home to Ohio
due to the death of her mother,
Codispoti forged a now 54-year
friendship with Judie Wolken,
which included the latter introducing the former to her future
husband, Kenneth Schroeder, at a

party she hosted a few years later
in California.
“We have developed an amazing friendship over the years,” said
Wolken, who also resides in Los
Altos Hills. “Fran and I really consider ourselves to be sisters.”
A friend of Wolken hosted the
outdoor wedding of Codispoti and
Schroeder at their home in Portola
Valley.
Their friendship grew ever stronger during the ensuing years, as
Codispoti juggled starting her own
family — having a son and daughter — with working as a scheduler at Hewlett-Packard during the
1970s. Channeling her own mother,
whom she described as a mid-20th
century feminist, Codispoti advocated and agitated for her own
career advancement, as well as for
other women, not only at HP, but in

a high-tech industry generally that
is still struggling with misogyny
nearly five decades later.
“Feminism has been a continuous thread throughout my life,”
Codispoti said.
In the midst of working, having
children and pursuing an MBA
at Santa Clara University, Codispoti had to undergo six months of
chemotherapy after discovering a
lump that led to a Hodgkin’s lymphoma diagnosis.
Emerging from that health
scare after several years of treatment, Codispoti became involved
in charitable work for many different schools and organizations,
including Gunn High School and
the Palo Alto Unified School District. Becoming acutely aware of
issues involving aging, since her
mother was in her late 80s at the

time, Codispoti also became active with Avenidas, the Palo Alto-based nonprofit that provides
programs and services for Midpeninsula seniors.
Among the projects she led for
Avenidas was the capital campaign to remodel the organization’s aging headquarters at 450
Bryant St.
All in a day’s work for Codispoti. Her unique talent, according
to her legions of friends and fans,
is dedication.
“This is her gift,” Wolken said of
her dear friend’s devotion to charitable groups and causes. “Fran is
fiercely dedicated and loyal to her
causes, her family and all the people in her life.” Wolken said. Q
Email Contributing Writer
David Goll at David.W.Goll@
gmail.com.

‘It was just kind of a
series of decisions, or
non-decisions, that
helped me through
my career.’

— Stephen Player
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Gifford
(continued from page 22)

born, she volunteered with the Junior
League and PTA in Palo Alto.
When her husband died — Gifford
was in her early 40s — her volunteerism and giving intensified. Leonard Ely conscripted her to join the Palo
Alto Community Fund in 1993, and she
began directing her attention to East
Palo Alto.
“It was a ticket for me to learn about
the community on both sides of Bayshore Freeway,” she said.
Gifford wanted to continue her family legacy of involvement with the
YMCA, so she and her family contributed to the building of the Lewis
and Joan Platt East Palo Alto Family
YMCA.
Gifford met her husband, Jon, at a
YMCA in their hometown; in the Bay
Area, he was a past-president of the
YMCA of the Mid-Peninsula; her father was president of the YMCA in
Illinois and her mother also was involved with the YWCA in her hometown, she said.
When Gifford visits East Palo Alto’s
YMCA and sees the community enjoying the programs, she feels satisfaction.
“There’s nothing better than to see
the results of quietly contributing to the
benefit of all. It fills your heart. Money
can’t build those feelings,” she said.
Volunteering and donating “gave me
the opportunity to expand my curiosity.
The curiosity of my surroundings has
taken me on this journey of community involvement. It’s wanting to know

the whys and the hows. You can’t let
yourself stay stagnant. It’s the pleasure
of seeing — to give where you live —
while you’re alive. There’s the pleasure
of seeing the accomplishments of what
has been quietly underwritten, of seeing the rewards of the investments in
the community,” she said.
Gifford is animated by this excitement
and energy. But she laments what she feels
is a general disinterest today among those
who have the most to give.
“It’s hard to recruit board members for
important nonprofit institutions. Somehow, people feel entitled, and they feel
they don’t have to contribute. It’s a conundrum. How do you get people to engage?”
Everyone has something to offer.
Growing up in Aurora, a community in
the Chicago metropolitan area, Gifford
was around “a wonderful mix of different
types of people,” she said.
“We were taught that everyone comes
to the table and has something to contribute.” Q
Email Staff Writer Sue Dremann at
sdremann@paweekly.com.
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The 2020 Avenidas Lifetimes of
Achievement honorees include, from
left to right, Betsy Gifford, Stephen
Player, Eliane Neukermans, Armand
Neukermans, Fran Codispoti, Gay
Krause, Bill Krause, Alma Phillips and
Jim Phillips, shown here at Avenidas
in Palo Alto on Jan. 23, 2020. Photo
by Magali Gauthier. Cover design by
Douglas Young.
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10:30am-12pm, every Wednesday.
Email tmccloud@avenidas.org to
join. Free.

Sept 2
Avenidas Village Coffee Chat,
10am via Zoom.

Email dgreenblat@avenidas.org to
register. Free.

Wonder Women Lesbian
Social Group, featuring Jane
Fleischman, via Zoom

3-4pm via Zoom. Email jenn@
seniorshowerproject.com for info and
to register. Free.

Sept 3
Workshop series: Creating a
Lasting Legacy, 3-part workshop
with Liza Hanks
10-11am via Zoom. Dates: 9/3, 9/24,
and 10/29. RSVP required for log on
info. Email: register@avenidas.org.
Free.

Sept 6
Money Mondays Explore Tech
Lectures

Sept 7
Techie Tuesdays Explore Tech
Lectures
2-3:15pm, on Tuesdays. For
info or to register email rsvp@
seniorplanetavenidas.org. Free.

Sept 8
Worthwhile Wednesdays
Explore Tech Lectures

2-3:15pm, on Wednesdays. For
info or to register email rsvp@
seniorplanetavenidas.org. Free.
For complete schedule or info about Avenidas events,
call 650-289-5400

Your loved one deserves the best care.
Call NurseRegistry at (650) 523-9149 to get started.

SEPTEMBER

Sept 1
Short Story Club – Irish Stories,
Old and New, via Zoom.

2-3:15pm, on Mondays. For
info or to register email rsvp@
seniorplanetavenidas.org. Free.

Hire a Nurse
for Peace of Mind

2021

Book Club: The Sixth Extinction
by Elizabeth Kolbert
2:30-4pm, Avenidas@450Bryant.
Space is limited. RSVP required.
Email register@avenidas.org. Free.

Sept 9
Info Session: ClearCaptions
Advanced Telephone Captioning
11am-12pm via Zoom. RSVP for log
on info to register@avenidas.org.
Free.

Song Appreciation Group
“Songs that Make You Cry,”

Bilingual Event: Moon Festival
Virtual Food Tour Celebration

2-3pm via Zoom. Register by 9/3 to
iÌiÀÀ>vyi° >Ƃ
J>Ûi`>Ã°
org. Free.

Sept 16
Avenidas Village Coffee Chat,
10am via Zoom.

Email dgreenblat@avenidas.org to
register. Free.

Bilingual Event: Moon Festival
Cultural Learning Event
10-11am via Zoom. Register by
ÉÎÌiÌiÀÀ>vyi° >Ƃ
J
avenidas.org. Free.

4-5pm via Zoom. Email tkingery@
avenidas.org for more info and to
register. Free.

Tinnitus Support Group

Sept 10
World Suicide Prevention Day

If you’re concerned about someone,
reach out and ask “Are you OK?” It
can make a difference.

Sept 13
Bilingual Workshop:
Telemedicine – An Option for My
Care presented by Alice Mao,
MD via Zoom
12:30-1:30pm. Presented in English
and Mandarin. RSVP for log on info
ACCC@avenidas.org. Free.

Webinar: Introduction to
0QPƂPCPEKCN4GVKTGOGPV
Planning via Zoom

5:30-7:30pm via Zoom. RSVP for log
on info to register@avenidas.org.
Free.

Sept 17
National Apple Dumpling Day
Yes, please!

Sept 20
Book Discussion: The Stonewall
Generation with author, Jane
Fleishman

2:30-3:30pm, via Zoom. Register by
9/13/2021 to get your free copy of
the book. Email LGBTQ@avenidas.
org to register. Free.

Sept 21
Apple Tech Tutoring

1-2 pm. RSVP for log on info
register@avenidas.org. Free.

1:15-3:30pm, on Tuesdays.
RSVP required. Email rsvp@
seniorplanetavenidas.org. Free.

Sept 14
Wonder Women Lesbian Social
Group via Zoom

7-8m via Zoom. Email jenn@
seniorshowerproject.com for info and
to register. Free.

Sept 15
Mindfulness Meditation, every
Wednesday

Calendar of Events

Sept 22
Care Forum: What’s new in
palliative and hospice care? with
Drs. Ellen Brown and Rita Ghatak
via Zoom
11am-12:30pm. RSVP required. Email
register@avenidas.org. Free

Sept 23
Book Club: Circe by Madeline
Miller 2:30-4pm
Avenidas@450Bryant. Space is
limited. RSVP required. Email
register@avenidas.org. Free.

Song Appreciation Group
“Songs that Make You Want to
Dance,”
4-5pm via Zoom. Email tkingery@
avenidas.org for more info and to
register. Free.

Sept 24
Workshop: POLE Walking for
Balance, Exercise & Maintaining
Mobility with Jayah Faye Paley

9-11:30am, Avenidas@450 Bryant.
Space is very limited. RSVP required.
Call 650-289-5400. $45/$60

Sept 27
Tech and Innovation Discussion
Group via Zoom
12-1pm, on Mondays. For
info or to register email rsvp@
seniorplanetavenidas.org. Free.

Sept 28
Flu Shot Clinic

Avenidas@Cubberley, 4000
``iwi`,>`]*>ƂÌ°,-6*
required. Call 650-289-5400 for
reservation and time. Free.

Sept 29
Hosting A Zoom Meeting

11am-12pm, on Wednesdays, Senior
Planet @Avenidas. RSVP to rsvp@
seniorplanetavenidas.org for log on
info. Free

Sept 30
Mandarin Multilingual
Technology Program

9:00-10:00 am, on Thursdays. RSVP
required. For more info or to register
email ACCC@avenidas.org. Free.

2-3pm, via Zoom. Visit www.avenidas.
org for log on information. Free.
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Living Well

Krause
(continued from page 22)

Neukermans
(continued from page 23)

product of this,” Eliane said.
The couple have been longtime
leaders in the fight against climate
change, including helping to lead
the early adoption of home solar
panels in 2006 in Portola Valley
Ranch, the neighborhood where
they still live. That project became
the model for Solar City’s Community Solar program.
For her part, Eliane has taught at
Arizona State University’s Thunderbird School of Global Management and Sacred Heart Preparatory
and Castilleja schools.
Her volunteer work has touched
numerous community organizations: Palo Alto Community Fund,
Foothill College, Environmental
Volunteers, Avenidas, the Big Sur
Environmental Institute, Human

Phillips
(continued from page 23)

are amazing. I wish you knew how
many children are better readers
because of you.”
“The kids love Alma,” Jim said,
sitting at the kitchen table of their
Eichler home recently as birds
chirped outside. “I think it’s her
strong understanding of education
and her way of connecting with
children that makes such a beautiful combination.”
Alma also lent her teaching
skills to nonprofits including Environmental Volunteers and Deer
Hollow Farm. She made an impact
on civic affairs, too. Concerned
about nuclear arms proliferation,
she wrote educational mailers for
Physicians for Social Responsibility in the 1970s. Closer to home,
she chaired the successful City

Each of this year’s nine Avenidas Lifetimes of Achievement honorees have donated countless hours of
hands-on service to local organizations and programs aimed at improving education, health care, the
environment and services for seniors, among other areas. The honorees, who will be recognized during a
virtual celebration on Sept. 26, include, from left to right, Betsy Gifford, Stephen Player, Eliane Neukermans,
Armand Neukermans, Fran Codispoti, Gay Krause, Bill Krause, Alma Phillips and Jim Phillips.

Magali Gauthier

the Krause Center for Leadership
and Ethics at The Citidel, Bill’s
alma mater.
An early agenda for the Krause
Center at Foothill College sprang
from Gay’s observation, as a local
school principal in the 1980s and
‘90s, that computers and printers
in many classrooms were gathering
dust because teachers didn’t know
how to use them. She set about
helping educators master the new
machines to improve student outcomes. Today’s young teachers are
well-acquainted with technology,
and the focus of the Krause Center
for Innovation has shifted.
“We still do a lot of the technology-based training, but that isn’t
the driver now,” Gay said. “One of
the things that most concerns me
is that, here we are, a math-driven
society (where) computer science is
so big in our valley, and yet most
of our teachers only have had one
semester of math in college so they
aren’t really well prepared to teach
students.

“So, we’re trying to give them
some of the basics and make them
more highly engaged in robotics
and computer science — to make
them more excited about teaching and excite the students about
learning.”
The center operates five stateapproved certificate programs in
areas such as technology, online
and blended learning and STEAM
(science, technology, engineering,
arts and math).
When the coronavirus pandemic closed schools last year,
the center was well-positioned to
work with teachers who needed
intense help in online and blended learning.
Both Krauses are particularly
enthusiastic about the Krause
Center’s bright and airy, stateof-the-art makerspace at Foothill, which is equipped with laser
cutters, 3D printers, sewing machines, vinyl cutters, soldering
irons, hand and power tools, and
more.
Bill Krause believes 3D printers will become to manufacturing what microprocessors were
to computing, making it possible

to bring many processes back to
the U.S. The Krauses thus feel it’s
critical to educate students in the
skills available in the MakerSpace.
“Given Gay’s involvement, education has been a natural focus for

our philanthropy,” Bill said. “Education, from our point of view, is
really the foundation of all benefits to society. An educated person is fundamental to a successful
society, to a peaceful society, to a

successful economic environment
so the Social Security checks can
keep coming.” Q
Email Contributing Writer
Chris Kenrick at ckenrick@
paweekly.com.

Rights Watch, the Thomas Merton
Center, St. Elizabeth Seton School,
Portola Valley Ranch, Global
Women’s Leadership Network,
the Jaipur Foot Organization and
Amici Lovanienses.
It was a social entrepreneurship
project at Castilleja School that introduced the Neukermanses to the
Jaipur Foot Organization, a project
based in Jaipur, India, and led by
D.R. Mehta, that provides prosthesis to the very poor.
“His example of giving dignity
and help to those people was very
influential for us,” Eliane said.
When Mehta came to Castilleja
to share his work with students,
faculty and parents at the school,
he stayed with the couple, and Armand introduced him to researchers at Stanford and hosted their
meetings at the Neukermanses’
home — meetings that led to
the development of a low-cost

prosthetic called the Stanford-Jaipur knee.
“D.R. Mehta was a true inspiration on how to go about philanthropy,” Eliane said. Armand
is now supporting research for a
hand prosthesis with Santa Clara
University following the retirement
of Professor Thomas Andriacchi,
Stanford’s lead researcher on the
project.
Eliane counts many nonprofits
and schools among her philanthropic projects, but she notes that
her focus is introducing others,
bringing people together.
“Often people refer to me as
more of a facilitator with all the
projects that we have done together.
I know quite a few organizations,
and one thing that I really do like
to do is try to bring them together
so they can work on projects. I like
bringing different interests and different talents together. That’s very

satisfying,” she said.
One such symbiotic project grew
out of inviting Judy Koch of the
children’s literacy nonprofit Bring
Me a Book Foundation to visit Palo
Alto’s St. Elizabeth Seton School.
Koch, in turn, brought a friend,
Deborah Mudd, the Stanford Dean
of Education on the trip.
“This developed into a training program for teachers offered
by Stanford in collaboration with
principals as well as a Stanford tutoring program for preschool-aged
children,” Eliane said. She notes
that when visiting scientists, academics and nonprofit leaders come
to town, she is frequently organizing the visit — especially because
as she says, “They often become
houseguests.”
Though the couple happily
discusses the projects they support, it’s clear that they both
prefer to shine the spotlight on

the efforts of others — and not
on themselves. For instance, Armand was knighted several years
ago by the king of Belgium but is
modest about the honor.
Looking at their impressive
philanthropic resume together
and individually, the Neukermanses’ long list of accomplishments inspires — and with
so many needs in the world,
may lead to wondering how to
possibly take the first step in
voluntarism.
“To get started, support the
people you know that are making a difference. Don’t stand by
the sidelines. (Justice advocate)
Bryan Stevenson says it well:
‘Get proximate. Change the narrative. Do uncomfortable things.
Stay hopeful,’” Armand said. Q
Email Arts Editor Heather
Zimmerman at hzimmerman@
embarcaderomediagroup.com.

Council campaign of Ellen Fletcher, who won a seat in 1977. She got
involved with Midpeninsula Citizens for Fair Housing and League
of Women Voters along the way.
For his part, Jim pursued a career in the aerospace and defense
industry. During his career, he was
a development engineer, adjunct
professor, technical manager and
managing executive responsible
for a third of the business in Lockheed’s Space Systems Division.
It was as a Lockheed line executive that he started taking an
interest in employees’ well-being,
noticing in his daily walkabouts
that many people were unhappy
and disgruntled, he said.
Groups formed in the company
to support gay and lesbian workers,
mentor Black staff members and
advocate for Hispanic employees.
When Jim saw an opportunity
in the 1980s, he invited a diversity

speaker from Apple to talk to the
management, and afterward, Lockheed’s president decided to form a
president’s advisory committee for
diversity.
“I said, ‘That’s a great idea. I’ll
form one in my department,’” Jim
said.
Jim then decided that the diversity movement was so powerful, it
should be shared with the broader
community. He spoke with Kay
Phillips, the head of the YWCA in
Palo Alto, and with fellow Palo Altan Ray Bachetti launched “Commitment to Diversity” annual conferences in the 1990s, which were
well-received. Next came “study
circles” — discussion groups in
which members actively listened
to one another talk about difficult
issues of race.
He and other diversity advocates
then turned to supporting young
people through a school district

program called Camp Anytown,
donating thousands of dollars to
enable youth to attend. Jim and
Alma went to one of those camps
and recalled an activity in which
students stood in a line.
“Everybody is asked a question: Did you ever get into a fight
to prove your manhood? Were you
ever attacked with a knife? Did you
ever lose a family member to violence? That kind of stuff,” Jim said.
“And the kids could see what was
going on with the other kids, and
they really did develop a lot of empathy across racial and economic
lines. It really was worthwhile.”
Beyond diversity work, Jim’s
commitment to lifting others up
led him to the nonprofits Avenidas, Palo Alto Kiwanis Club,
Peninsula Habitat for Humanity,
YMCA and YWCA, Palo Alto
Community Child Care, Foundation for a College Education and

The Global Uplift Project (formerly One Dollar for Life) — including serving in leadership roles.
The decades of coming alongside others have made him humbler, Jim said, and taught him that
the key to living a life of achievement, meaning and joy lies in
serving others.
“Don’t just concentrate on your
own success and appearance. Put
a lot of effort into doing things
for others, and you will realize a
richer life,” he said.
Alma offered her own words of
wisdom: “Follow your talents and
where your interests lie.”
“That sort of says, ‘Be yourself,’” Jim said to Alma, “‘and
don’t try to be somebody else!’”
Now silver-haired and decades
from their coed days, they looked
at one another and laughed. Q
Email Editor Jocelyn Dong at
jdong@paweekly.com.
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Torch songs
Life in a Peninsula hacker house helped
inspire a scorching tale of techies versus
hippies in “Burning Man: The Musical”
nside a spacious, well-appointed tent somewhere on
the desert playa at Burning
Man, there’s singing, dancing,
sparkly costumes, and moments
of both crushing doubt and soaring personal enlightenment. Outside, the weather is harsh; swirling in the wind, it’s not powdery
playa dust, but snow.
This deluxe campsite has been
built on a soundstage in upstate
New York, where in the spring
of 2021, a small cast and crew
is filming “Burning Man: The
Musical.”
The scene is a couple of thousand miles from the Nevada desert where Burning Man takes
place every Labor Day weekend,
but the camp and its cast of characters have origins much closer to
home: places like a hacker house
in Mountain View.
Matt Werner, creator of “Burning Man: The Musical” lived in
that house for a time, with housemates who worked at various
tech companies, both startups
and established names — Werner
himself at Google, where he still
works as a senior technical writer.
An Oakland native, Werner developed the musical over a number of
years. The show is as much about
the valley as it is the festival itself
and how the two are intertwined
for better and sometimes worse.
Werner intended “Burning

I

Man: The Musical” for the stage,
in a form that seems to truly reflect a festival where it’s said
“there are no spectators.”
“Our goal was to bring it to
the Bay Area as a theater piece,
specifically, an immersive, sitespecific theater piece where you
would be surrounded by the actors and you would be part of the
show,” Werner said.
The pandemic brought about
the show’s adaptation into a film,
which premiered on Aug. 27 via
the online platforms Broadway
on Demand and Streaming Musicals. Werner wrote the script and
lyrics, with music by Gene Back,
and the film is directed by Tyler
Milliron, with choreography by
Ari Grooves. The cast features
many Broadway- and New Yorkbased artists. The production was
filmed over three weeks with cast
and crew quarantined.
“Burning Man: The Musical”
follows the story of Molly (Morgan Siobhan Green), a brilliant
new hire at Safeword Venture
Capital, a Silicon Valley firm
run by Bill the Billionaire (Tally
Sessions).
Bill takes Molly with him to
Burning Man to help strike a deal
with a self-driving car startup,
but soon demands that she track
down a large quantity of mindaltering pharmaceuticals for him
after his stash gets confiscated.

Courtesy Rachel Monteleone

By Heather Zimmerman

Molly and Joe (Morgan Siobhan Green, left, and Troy Iwata) have a special glow after navigating
through different camps in “Burning Man: The Musical.”
Molly’s quest, with guileless
startup founder Joe (Troy Iwata) in tow, leads her to various
camps that reveal different sides
of Burning Man, such as the
tent of a kindly longtime Burner
called Hazel the Hippie (Michelle
Duffy).
Life in the hacker house inspired some aspects of the musical: One housemate’s deep admiration for Steve Jobs was the
basis for a number, Werner said,
and everyday life in the valley
helped inform the show. He also
drew from his own festival experiences and those of his older sister,
Kelly, who had been attending
Burning Man off and on since the
‘90s and saw the festival’s growth
firsthand.

In roughly the past decade, the
once firmly countercultural Burning Man has become known for
attracting wealthy visitors with a
seamy ulterior motive: tech dealmaking. The musical lampoons
how tech CEOs and other moneyed visitors eschew the grassroots, maker ethos on which the
festival was founded, hopping on
jets or helicopters to the desert
and setting up restricted luxury
camps, where they forgo the festival’s unique gifting economy and
exclude fellow festival-goers.
“It’s about the people who come
in on private jets and stay in their
camps — they actually hire ‘sherpas.’ They hire models to serve
drinks and they have wristbands
and bouncers outside, and they’re

Courtesy Burning Man: The Musical

“Burning Man: The Musical” tells of how Bill the Billionaire (Tally Sessions, center) arrives at Burning Man looking to make deals, and
worse, to the horror of Molly (Morgan Siobahn Green, left) and other Burners (Mila Jam, Allison Griffith).

in these overly opulent, decorated
camps,” Werner said.
But he also points out that of the
70,000 people that typically turn
out for the festival (in a non-pandemic year), such gated “glamping” experiences are far from the
norm.
“It’s in no way reflective of (the
other) 65,000 people, camping in
Walmart tents, or a dozen people
crashing in an old camper, or a
yurt.”
Werner was drawn to make
the show a musical in part by
the sound of the festival itself.
Though he notes that Burning
Man expressly does not bill itself
as a musical event — not like the
Coachella Valley Music and Arts
Festival, for example — life on
the playa means experiencing a
varied soundscape, with music of
many types blasting from different camps.
And as a playwright, Werner of
course also took cues from musical theater.
“When I was thinking of a story
set out in the desert, I was kind of
inspired by ‘Joseph and the Technicolor Dreamcoat,’ with wild
pageantry and costumes, sound,
light and color. It just seems like
something so epic as Burning
Man needed to be captured in an
epic musical stage play,” Werner
said.
He promises plenty of Easter
eggs for musical theater fans, who
are likely to appreciate lyrics like
the wistful “I dreamed a dream of
burns gone by ... .”
Despite the show’s literally dividing techies and hippies into
separate camps, Burning Man,
(continued on page 28)
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Hazel the Hippie (Michelle Duffy, center) and her fellow Burners (Michael McBride,
left, Yz Jasa, foreground, and Mila Jam, right) have a different view of Burning Man
than the techies who attend just to make deals.

Burning Man
(continued from page 27)

which was founded in 1986 in San Francisco, doesn’t just have close ties to tech and
Silicon Valley, Werner noted: the festival’s
ethos, with its 10 principles including radical self-expression, radical self-reliance and
civic responsibility, has plenty in common
with the roots of Silicon Valley.
“The original techies were actually counterculture people back in the ‘70s. ... They
were kind of renegades back then and we
forget about that,” he said.
People building their own home computers or experimenting with robotics as a
hobby used to be pretty unusual, Werner
pointed out, and that same curiosity and
technical skill has helped foster the art cars,
robots and fiery sculptures that have been
populating the playa over Burning Man’s
35 years.
But musicals aren’t known for nuance,
so for storytelling purposes, Werner said
he unblurred these lines, though he did
purposely create a character with a foot in
both worlds, representing the valley’s early
renegades.
“The dichotomy that I’ve created in the
musical is a false dichotomy, techie vs. hippie, because there was at one point a tremendous crossover,” he said.
As the show began to come together, it
had several staged readings pre-pandemic
in New York and San Francisco and it was
well-received, particularly among the audiences who might have been most critical:

the regular, dedicated festival-goers sometimes called Burners.
“As I’ve been developing this piece, I
wanted to make sure that the tone of it is
‘laughing with us’ and not ‘laughing at us,’”
Werner said. Some early test performances
of the show in December 2019 invited the
feedback of several hundred Burners.
“Overall, they just loved it. So they totally got the humor, they got the satire,” he
said.
“Burning Man: The Musical” is not affiliated with the Burning Man organization
that hosts the festival, but the company did
give its blessing to the production for the
use of the Burning Man name. The organization will feature the film as part of the
official festivities, which due to the pandemic will take place virtually over this
Labor Day weekend.
“Burning Man: The Musical” will be
screened online as part of the celebrations
on Burn Night, the festival’s culmination,
when the iconic towering man sculpture is
set aflame. The “Burn” will be shown via
webcast on Saturday,Sept. 4.
Werner said that he still hopes to someday bring the musical to in-person theater
as more of an experiential event, perhaps
with heat lamps simulating the desert sun
and fans mimicking dust storms — and of
course, there would have to be a significant
budget for pyrotechnics.
For
more
information,
visit
burningmanthemusical.com. Q
Email Arts & Entertainment Editor
Heather Zimmerman at hzimmerman@
paweekly.com.

Courtesy Matt Werner

Composer Gene Back, left, and Matt Werner, writer and creator of “Burning Man:
The Musical” attend the Burning Man festival.
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his fall, jumpstart the season with a wide range of classes from schools, gyms and sports leagues,
among others, that continue to ramp up their learning opportunities. Online classes are still available
in many cases, or you can once again learn how to cook, paint and speak a new language right next
to a teacher at the many places that are now offering in-person classes and activities. Be sure to check each
listing’s COVID-19 protocols before signing up.

T

The Class Guide is published quarterly by the Palo Alto Weekly, The Almanac and the Mountain View Voice.

BUSINESS & TECH
CareerGenerations

2225 E. Bayshore Road, Palo Alto
650-619-2214 /
info@careergenerations.com /
careergenerations.com
CareerGenerations currently offers
group workshops and 1:1 help via Zoom
to meet the career needs of a variety of
individuals, including college students
looking for internships, and graduates
and professionals exploring career options or looking for employment.

DANCE
Dance Connection

4000 Middlefield Road, L-5, Palo Alto
650-322-7032 /
info@danceconnectionpaloalto.com /
danceconnectionpaloalto.com
Dance Connection offers a preschool
combination class for preschool-age children (beginning at age 3), graded classes
for youth and adults and other programs to
meet dancers’ needs. Ballet, jazz, tap, hiphop, lyrical, Pilates and other instruction
is available for students at various levels of
ability. Fall registration now open.

Zohar School of Dance &
Company

4000 Middlefield Road, L-4, Palo Alto
650-494-8221 / zohardance@gmail.
com / zohardancecompany.org
With roots going back to 1979, Zohar
School of Dance holds a range of adult
dance classes in jazz, contemporary, modern, ballet, musical theater and tap. In-person and livestream classes via Zoom are
available. Reserve ahead of time.

SPORTS & OUTDOORS
Baylands Golf Links

1875 Embarcadero Road, Palo Alto
650-856-0881 / baylandsgolflinks.com
Private lessons teaching golf techniques, rules and etiquette are available
at any level of experience. Fall season for
junior programs begins Sept. 7.

Kim Grant Tennis Academy

3005 Middlefield Road, Palo Alto
650-752-8061 / admin@kimgranttennis.
com / kimgranttennis.com
The Kim Grant Tennis Academy organizes an array of tennis classes and programs for adults and children, including
those with special needs. Registration for
classes online.

United States Youth
Volleyball League

Mitchell Park, 600 E. Meadow Drive,
Palo Alto
310-212-7008 / info@usyvl.org / usyvl.
org/locations/palo-alto
Run by the league and volunteers, the
youth volleyball program teaches boys
and girls of all skill levels from ages 7
to 15 to play and learn the sport in a fun,
supportive and co-ed environment. Late
registration ends Sept. 25.

HEALTH & FITNESS
Equinox

440 Portage Ave., Palo Alto
650-319-1700 / equinox.com/clubs/
northern-california/paloalto
Equinox’s Palo Alto location offers a
variety of fitness and wellness activities
including yoga, cycling and high-intensity interval training classes.

SoulCycle

669 Stanford Shopping Center, Palo Alto
650-784-7510 / soulpaloalto@
soul-cycle.com / soul-cycle.com/
studios/palo/28
SoulCycle combines inspirational
coaching, high-energy music, indoor cycling, choreography and more to create
an enjoyable, full-body workout. Some
classes require vaccination.

Studio Kicks

2741 Middlefield Road, Palo Alto
650-855-9868 /
info@studiokickspaloalto.com /
studiokickspaloalto.com
Studio Kicks is a family fitness center offering cardio kickboxing classes
and training in martial arts for children
and adults. Call for more information on
classes.

SPECIAL NEEDS
Bay Area Friendship Circle

3921 Fabian Way, Suite A023, Palo Alto
650-858-6990 / bayareafc.org /
office@bayareafc.org
The Bay Area Friendship Circle offers
programs for children, teens and young
adults with special needs ages 2 to 22
year-round as well as a summer camp
program. Trained teen volunteers provide
one-on-one friendship and support. Visit
online for more information on programs.

LANGUAGE COURSES
Berlitz Palo Alto Language
Center

3000 El Camino Real Building 4,
Suite 200, Palo Alto
650-294-4362 / berlitz.com/
language-centers/palo-alto
Berlitz provides adult and youth language instruction in Spanish, German,
French, English and other languages. Private lessons, tutoring, testing services and
cultural agility training for businesses are
available online and in-person.

German-American School of
Palo Alto

GAIS Campus, 475 Pope St., Menlo Park
650-520-3646 / contact@gaspa-ca.org
/ gaspa-ca.org
German-American School of Palo
Alto is a Saturday school that teaches
immersive German language classes,
which also cover culture and traditions.
Sessions are available for all skill levels
and for children, teens and adults. No
prior knowledge of German is required.
Fall semester begins Sept. 11 and will be
online only.

MUSIC & ARTS
Art & Soul

Webster Street Studio, 2326 Webster St.,
Palo Alto
650-269-0423 / artandsoul.paloalto@
gmail.com / artandsoulpa.com
Art & Soul offers private and small
group lessons online or in-person by
bringing the class to home backyards.
Visit the website for more details.

New Mozart School of
Music

2100 El Camino Real Suite C, Palo Alto
650-324-2373 /
info@newmozartschool.com /
newmozartschool.com
New Mozart School of Music offers

music lessons year-round to students
of all ages and abilities. Piano, violin,
viola, cello, voice, guitar, flute and
early childhood music classes are available. In-person and online lessons are
available.

The Midpen Media Center

900 San Antonio Road, Palo Alto
650-494-8686 / info@midpenmedia.
org / midpenmedia.org/workshops
The center offers workshops for a
range of media arts, including video
production, photo enhancement, studio
work and more. Small in-person group
workshops and online classes are also
available.

Pacific Art League

668 Ramona St., Palo Alto
650-321-3891 / info@pacificartleague.
org / pacificartleague.org
The classes and workshops at the
Pacific Art League are taught by qualified, experienced instructors for children and adults with varying experience. Online and in-person classes are
available.

Palo Alto Art Center

1313 Newell Road, Palo Alto
650-329-2366 / cityofpaloalto.org
Palo Alto Art Center classes and
workshops — teaching children, teens
and adults — cover such areas as ceramics, painting, drawing, jewelry,
sculpture, Adobe PhotoShop and more.
Indoor classes are available. Visit the
website to see the class catalog.

Silicon Valley Boychoir

3149 Waverley St., Palo Alto
svboychoir.org / info@svboychoir.org.
Silicon Valley Boychoir (SVB) offers rehearsals, musicianship classes
and performance opportunities to boys
ages 7 to 17. Auditions by appointment.

the Hebrew language, enrichment opportunities and after-school programs. Inperson and remote instruction available.
Visit the website for more information
and to apply.

HeadsUp! Child
Development Center

2800 W. Bayshore Road, Palo Alto
650-424-1221 / kkostepen@headsup.
org / emersonmontessori.com
HeadsUp! Child Development Center
serves infants, toddlers and preschoolers (to age 6) with a full-day program,
year-round. The Montessori curriculum
focuses on building thinking skills and
personal values. Classes are remote and
in-person. Call or visit the website for
more information.

Montessori School of
Los Altos

303 Parkside Drive, Palo Alto
650-493-7200 /
losaltosmontessori.org
Montessori School of Los Altos is
committed to nurturing and educating each child, in all facets of social

growth, creativity and learning. The
school offers Montessori Primary curriculum in half and full-day programs
for children ages 2 1/2 to 5 1/2, It also
offers year-round admission, summer
camp and a swim program.

Oshman Family JCC Leslie
Family Preschool

3921 Fabian Way, Palo Alto
650-223-8642 / lberman@paloaltojcc.
org / paloaltojcc.org/preschool
The Oshman Family JCC’s preschool
program provides one-to five-days-perweek options for children 18 months to
5 years old (ages 2 to 4 at Congregation
Beth Am), with an emphasis on experiential learning, family involvement and play.

Living Wisdom School of
Palo Alto

456 College Ave., Palo Alto
650-462-8150 / livingwisdomschool.org
Offering daily yoga, meditation, and
experiential, project-based learning, Living Wisdom School has 24 years of proven
(continued on page 30)

We nurture & educate each child
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100% Teachers Vaccinated
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with your family - schedule a tour with us!
650.493.7200 hello@losaltosmontessori.org

Montessori School of Los Altos

303 Parkside Drive Palo Alto California 94306
losaltosmontessori.org

SCHOOL DAYS
Amigos de Palo Alto

1611 Stanford Ave., Palo Alto
650-493-4300 /
info@amigosdepaloalto.com /
amigosdepaloalto.com
Amigos de Palo Alto is a Spanishimmersion preschool for children ages 2
1/2 and older. Students are a mix of native
and new Spanish speakers, and the program combines reading, writing, art and
play to develop a love of learning. Visit
the website for information on summer
programs.

Emerson School

2800 W. Bayshore Road, Palo Alto
650-424-1267 / emersonschool@
headsup.org / emersonmontessori.com
Emerson School provides a year-round
program for grades one to eight, teaching
a personalized, Montessori curriculum.
Lessons draw from classical subjects and
other areas, including art, music, foreign
language, physical education, communication, life skills and more. Classes are
remote and in-person. Apply online.

Gideon Hausner Jewish
Day School

450 San Antonio Road, Palo Alto
650-494-4404 / admissions@hausner.
com / hausner.com
Instructing children in kindergarten
through eighth grade, Gideon Hausner
Jewish Day School provides strong academics, instruction in Jewish studies and
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FALL CLASS GUIDE
studies and preparing its students for
college.

Class Guide
(continued from page 29)
success and serves students in transitional
kindergarten through grade 8. It offers a
low teacher-student ratio; an integrated
arts program; a balanced approach to
technology; and after-school care.

Living Wisdom School of
Palo Alto

456 College Ave., Palo Alto
650-462-8150 /
info@livingwisdomschool.org /
livingwisdomschool.org
Offering daily yoga, meditation and
experiential, project-based learning,
Living Wisdom School has 24 years of
proven success and serves students in
transitional kindergarten through grade
8. It offers a 1:6 teacher-student ratio
in kindergarten; an integrated arts program that includes music, theater, art
and dance; a balanced approach to technology; and after-school care.

Lydian Academy

815 El Camino Real, Menlo Park
650-321-0550 / staff@lydianlink.com /
lydianacademy.com
Lydian Academy is a middle and high
school offering individualized instruction
to prepare students for college. Lessons
include a mix of one-on-one teaching
and group sessions. It also offers tutoring,
after-school programs and summer workshops. In-person and on-campus instruction are available. Registration is open.

Meira Academy

3921 Fabian Way, Palo Alto
650-485-3589 / office@meiraacademy.
org / meiraacademy.org
Meira Academy is a traditional, allgirls Jewish high school devoted to academic excellence in general and Jewish

Learning Links

3864 Middlefield Road, Palo Alto.
650-219-7351 / enroll@learninglinks.
org / learninglinks.org
Learning Links, formerly Milestones
Preschool, offers year-round programs
for junior preschool and preschool, prekindergarten and special education students to foster social, emotional, cognitive and physical development. The
school offers in-person care.

Mustard Seed Learning
Center

2585 E. Bayshore Road, Palo Alto
650-494-7389 /
info@mustardseedlearningcenter.org /
mustardseedlearningcenter.org
The Mustard Seed Learning Center
is an after-school tutoring and care
program that teaches local youth to
speak Mandarin Chinese, in addition
to emphasizing social development and
excellence in mathematics, science, arts
and music. Registration is ongoing.

Peninsula School

920 Peninsula Way, Menlo Park
650-325-1584 / info@peninsulaschool.
org / peninsulaschool.org
Peninsula School is a progressive institution teaching students from nursery
through eighth grade, with an emphasis
on choice and experience. Classes cover
core subjects as well as instruction in
music, physical education, drama, ceramics, woodshop and more. In-person
and online instruction options are available. Call or visit the website for admissions information.

Sand Hill School

650 Clark Way, Palo Alto
650-688-3605 / info@sandhillschool.
org / sandhillschool.org

Located at the Children’s Health
Council, Sand Hill School teaches children from second through eighth grade
with language-based learning differences, and assists with the attention and social difficulties that go along with them.

SOMETHING FOR
EVERYONE
Palo Alto Adult School

Palo Alto High School, Tower
Building, 50 Embarcadero Road, Palo
Alto / 650-329-3752 / adultschool@
pausd.org / paadultschool.org
Classes on computer skills, language,
cooking, art, outdoors, and many others are available through the Palo Alto
Adult School. Go online to view the
school’s catalogue. Students must be
vaccinated.

Stanford Continuing
Studies

Littlefield Center, 365 Lasuen St.,
Stanford
continuingstudies@stanford.edu /
continuingstudies.stanford.edu
Stanford Continuing Studies organizes classes in liberal arts and sciences, creative writing and professional
and personal development. Most classes
begin Sept. 20. Register for classes at
the website.
Class Guides are published quarterly in the Palo Alto Weekly, Mountain
View Voice and The Almanac. Listings
are free and subject to editing.
To inquire about submitting a listing for the next Class Guide, email
Editorial Assistant Lloyd Lee at llee@
paweekly.com or call 650-223-6526.
To place a paid advertisement in the
Class Guide, call the display advertising department at 650-326-8210.

Coming Soon

Your Realtor & You
REALTOR® Safety Month:
Make a Plan In Case You Must Evacuate Your Home

In the heart of Downtown Mountain View

555 California Street
Asking: $2,468,000

Mountain View
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September is recognized as REALTOR®
Safety Month and National Preparedness
Month. This year Northern California has
been hit hard by wildfires. The Dixie Fire,
the largest wildfire in the state, has burned
more than 750,000 acres and the Caldor
Fire, which was first ignited on August 14
has spread at a catastrophic rate, and is now
bearing down on the Lake Tahoe region.
“This is wildfire season and even if the large
fires are not in the Bay Area, this is a good
time to stress safety and preparedness,” said
Joanne Fraser, president of the Silicon Valley
Association of REALTORS® (SILVAR). “We
need to be vigilant and have a plan in case
we face the same situation or any disaster for
that matter and we are told to evacuate our
home.”
SILVAR shares the following tips from ready.
gov, the official website of the Department
of Homeland Security, and HouseLogic.com,
a source of information for homeowners,
homebuyers and sellers from the National
Association of REALTORS®.
Make a Plan
• Assign an out of state contact whom you
will contact to let them know where you
are going.
• Decide on where to meet as a family in
case you get separated.
• Always have your gas tank full or half full
in case you must evacuate right away.
• In case the power shuts off, have a
battery-operated radio and keep a charged

battery pack for your cell phone, so you
will not be cut off from the news and can
contact people.
• Learn how to safely shut off all utilities in
your home.
What to Take
• Your driver's license, proof of insurance,
medical records and other important
documents, including passports and
Social Security cards
• A grab-and-go bag with essential
supplies, such as water, food, medication,
and first-aid supplies, pet food, including
face masks and hand sanitizer to protect
you from coronavirus
• Cash in small bills, as the ATM machines
may not be working
What to Do Before You Leave
• Lock all the doors and windows in your
home.
• Unplug electrical equipment and small
appliances. If you are instructed to do so,
shut off water, gas and electricity.
• Wear sturdy shoes and protective clothing.
According to Fraser, “Having a plan will
keep you and your family calm should a
fire or other disaster strike and you are
ordered to evacuate your home.”
***
Information provided in this column is
presented by the Silicon Valley Association of
REALTORS®. Send questions to Rose Meily at
rmeily@silvar.org.
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Upfront

Economy

Sales tax revenues sharply decline in pandemic

(continued from page 5)

‘The retailers who
have multiple stores
on the Peninsula
report that Palo Alto
is by far the worst
retail environment.’

—John Shenk,
CEO, Thoits Brothers

The news, while gloomy, isn’t entirely dire. Some segments of the
local economy started to rebound
in the final three months of 2020,
according to the report. The restaurant segment, which traditionally generated about $1.1 million
per quarter in sales tax receipts,
brought in only about $339,414 in
the quarter that spanned between
April and June 2020. The number
moved up to $543,111 in the third
quarter of the year and to $600,427
in the final three months.

Q4 2020 compared to Q4 2019
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The analysis by Avenu showed
a drop in every sales tax category,
with particularly poor showings
among department stores, furniture and appliance businesses and
restaurants.
In many cases, the declines in
Palo Alto far exceed those in nearby jurisdictions. In the category
of “general retail,” the city saw a
dwindling of 33.5% between the
final quarters of 2019 and 2020.
Mountain View and Los Altos saw
decreases of 11.2% and 16.8%, respectively, over the same period,
while Cupertino experienced a
drop of 18.5%. Among the surveyed jurisdictions, only Milpitas
saw a bigger drop in this category
than Palo Alto, with receipts dipping by 35.5% between the fourth
quarters of 2019 and 2020.
Palo Alto also had by far the
worst showing in the “food products” category, with a drop of 42%
in sales tax receipts between the
final quarters of 2019 and 2020.
Mountain View and Los Altos, by
contrast, saw sales taxes diminish
by 21% and 28.2% over the same
period. None of the jurisdictions
surveyed by Avenu showed a steeper decline in the food segment than
Palo Alto.

General retail

Food products

Declines in Palo Alto’s sales tax receipts when comparing October through December of 2019 to the same period in 2020 were among the
steepest in the area. Source: Avenu Insights & Analytics.
Department stores also had a
particularly dismal 2020, with the
segment generating only $29,823 in
sales tax receipts in April, May and
June (down from $453,439 in the
same period in 2019). Sales have
since picked up, however, with
sales tax receipts rising to $186,208
in the third quarter of 2020 and to
$315,453 in the fourth.
Not every commercial area in
Palo Alto faced the same level
of decline. Stanford Shopping
Center — a regional destination
that includes major sales-tax
generators such as Tesla, Apple
and Hermès — saw its sales tax
receipts drop by 17.7% between
the fourth quarter of 2019 and
the same period in 2020, going
from $1.7 million to $1.4 million. California Avenue also
weathered the storm reasonably well, despite a 26% drop
in restaurant receipts. Spurred
by an increase in receipts from
the “general retail” segment,
Palo Alto’s “second downtown”

showed a decline of 19.9% in
total receipts, which fell from
$123,009 in the fourth quarter
of 2019 to $98,543 in the same
period of 2020.
In downtown Palo Alto and the
commercial areas along El Camino
Real and in Midtown, the drop was
far more precipitous, with each of
these areas seeing a drop of more
than 50% in sales taxes generated.
Food products, which account for
the greatest share of sales tax receipts in the downtown area, fell
off by 48.6% between the last quarter of 2019 and the last quarter of
2020. The next two largest categories — general retail and businessto-business — showed declines of
54.8% and 62.2%, respectively. El
Camino and Midtown had a combined drop of 47.7% in the “food
products category” over the same
period.
The Town & Country Village
shopping center did marginally
better in 2020, with its sales tax

receipts falling by 36.4% between
the final quarters of 2019 and 2020.
Numerous shops and restaurants at
the shopping center — including
Patrick James and Mayfield Bakery & Café — have recently shuttered, bringing the center’s vacancy
rate to about 21% as of June, Dean
Rubinson, director of development
for Ellis Partners, which owns the
center, told the council at a recent
hearing.
Hotel taxes also have plummeted
over the course of the pandemic.
With business travel grinding to
a halt over the course of the pandemic and Stanford University operating in remote mode, Palo Alto’s
hotel tax revenues plummeted from
$25.6 million in 2019, to $18.6 million in 2020, to a projected level of
just $4.8 million in 2021.
The sobering report from Avenu
is already shifting some of the conversions at City Hall. On Monday
night, council member Greg Tanaka cited its findings in explaining

his opposition to increasing the
construction contract for the
city’s new public safety building.
Tanaka called the decrease in Palo
Alto’s sales tax revenues “pretty
striking.”
“It’s something for us to keep
in mind, in terms of our budget
for our city, and to make sure our
resources are very well allocated,”
Tanaka said.
John Shenk, CEO of Thoits
Brothers, a major commercial property owner in downtown Palo Alto,
also cited the new report during
Monday’s discussion of homelessness. He urged the council to fund
a police unit to provide outreach
services to downtown’s homeless
population, which he argued is
hurting downtown’s already struggling business community. Shenk
noted that while Stanford Shopping
Center has done reasonably well,
the “community-serving retail areas have really suffered.”
“The retailers who have multiple

Public Agenda
A preview of Palo Alto government meetings next week
CITY COUNCIL ... The council has no meetings scheduled this week.
COUNCIL FINANCE COMMITTEE ... The commission plans to review
a resolution to approve a verified emission reduction agreement with
the Integrative Organization of Oaxaca Indigenous and Agricultural
Communities to purchase 24,000 tons of carbon dioxide equivalent for
$228,000. The virtual meeting will begin at 6 p.m. on Tuesday, Sept. 7.
Those wishing to participate by Zoom can do so by dialing 669-9006833 and using Meeting ID: 992 2730 7235.
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Stanford Shopping Center has been able to withstand the pandemic better than other commercial areas
in Palo Alto.

Veronica Weber

PLANNING AND TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION ... The commission
plans to discuss amendments to the zoning code to allow virtual parking
permits and paid parking; it also will hold a public hearing for 985
Channing Ave. to remove a recorded height restriction on the underlying
parcel map. The virtual meeting will begin at 6 p.m. on Wednesday,
Sept. 8. Those wishing to participate by Zoom can do so by dialing 669900-6833 and using Meeting ID: 916 4155 9499.

Upfront
(continued from page 32)

killer who also murdered Stanford graduate Leslie Marie Perlov, also 21, on Feb. 16, 1973. Her
body was found in a remote area
near what is now the Stanford
Dish. Getreu’s DNA was allegedly found under her fingernails.
By that time, Getreu had already been convicted of murdering a 15-year-old classmate in
Germany, Margaret Williams,
when he was 18 years old. All
three cases had “frightening
similarities,” San Mateo County
Deputy District Attorney Josh
Stauffer told jurors in his opening statement on Monday. The
victims were all young, white,
female and had dark hair. They
were strangled, beaten about the
face and the crimes had some
sexual elements.
Expert testimony on Tuesday
indicated the force with which
Taylor was attacked. Celia Hartnett, a forensics science consultant and retired criminologist for
the San Mateo County Sheriff’s
crime lab, said the right arm of
the cloth jacket was dangling
from a rip that nearly detached
the sleeve. She found a similar
rip on the right shoulder of a
blue shirt Taylor had worn, and
the tear went nearly all the way
down one side. Taylor had worn
the shirt beneath a bulky ribbed
turtleneck sweater.
There were no injuries indicating that she’d been sexually assaulted, but there was evidence
of sperm fragments in her body,
according to testimony entered
into the trial from the Nov. 5,
2019, preliminary hearing by the
late Dr. Peter Benson, a county
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—James Schroeder,
friend of Janet Ann Taylor

On the morning of the day she
died, Bissonnette drove Taylor to
her job on Page Mill Road, he testified. Her car had broken down
and he was trying to fix another
one for her. Bissonnette dropped
Taylor off at about 10:30 a.m. She
wasn’t sure if she wanted him to
pick her up. She planned to visit
her best friend, Debbie Adams,
who was about to return to an
out-of-state college. She thought
she might hitchhike back to La
Honda, he said.
In the late afternoon, Bissonnette drove to his job at the Bach
Dancing and Dynamite Society,
a jazz club in Miramar. When he
arrived home later that night, Taylor wasn’t there. He thought she
might be staying overnight with
Adams. In the morning, however,
there was no word from Taylor.
“I started by freaking out. I
knew something was wrong but
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forensic pathologist who died in
2020.
To those who knew her well,
Taylor’s death remains baffling.
“Janet had a brown belt. It really surprised me what happened
here because I thought she’d be
taking anybody apart” if they
tried to attack her, said Russell
Bissonnette, Taylor’s companion
who lived with her in La Honda,
during his Tuesday testimony.

‘How sad it is …
to have somebody
ripped out of your
life.’
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stores on the Peninsula report that
Palo Alto is by far the worst retail
environment,” Shenk told the council, which subsequently directed
staff to come up with an outreach
plan for homelessness that involves
police officers.
The dismal economic trend has
eaten into the city’s general fund,
which went from $225.8 million in
fiscal year 2019 to $209.7 million
in fiscal year 2020 and to $188.9
million in fiscal year 2021, which
ended on June 30.
While the council has already
made some adjustments, including
freezing or eliminating more than
70 positions, the city’s financial
pain was somewhat ameliorated
by federal assistance — namely,
the roughly $13.5 million that
the city was allotted through the
American Rescue Plan — and by a
withdrawal from the city’s budget
stabilization reserve.
Some council members, most
notably Vice Mayor Pat Burt, have
suggested that the best way to fill
the budget gap in future years is
through a business tax, a funding
mechanism that the council had
previously considered for major

infrastructure priorities such as
“grade separation” at rail crossings and construction of affordable
housing.
Last month, the council reaffirmed its intent to place a business
tax on the 2022 ballot, with most
members favoring a tax based on
square footage. During the Aug.
16 discussion, Burt suggested that
the decision on how to spend the
business tax will be “somewhat dependent on the status of economic
recovery.”
He suggested that a business tax
would allow the city to address
problems like traffic gridlock, insufficient housing and deterioration
of services, thus helping to sustain
the city’s historically dynamic
business climate.
“We’ve had drastic service cuts
to police and fire, code enforcement, libraries, parks and other
services — every place across
the board — and the community
is just starting to understand how
deep those cuts are,” Burt said.
“We don’t yet have a projection
that allows us to restore ourselves
to the services that this community has had for decades and decades.” Q
Email Staff Writer Gennady
Sheyner at gsheyner@paweekly.
com.
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Rare Woodside
Opportunity
773 Cañada Road, Woodside
• Approximately 10 total acres on 2 parcels
• Just minutes to Town Center
• Transform into your dream luxury estate
• Excellent equestrian property
• Woodside Elementary School (K-8)
Offered at $3,995,000
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Boutique Customized Service with Strong Local and Global Presence

R E A L E S TAT E S E R V I C E S

650.740.2970 DRE# 01230766
erika@erikademma.com
erikademma.com
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Upfront
DNA showdown opens
the trial

Trial
(continued from page 33)

John Getreu, who is being charged with the murders of Leslie Perlov
and Janet Ann Taylor, waits in a courtroom at the Santa Clara
County Hall of Justice on July 15, 2019 during a hearing relating to
the Perlov killing.
alive, he said.
“I’ve thought about this. Why
didn’t we get that car done? If that
car was ready, we’d all be sitting
around drinking beer with Janet,”
he said.
Mostly, though, he thinks about
Bissonnette.
“How sad it is for Russell — to
have somebody ripped out of your
life,” he said. “I wonder, ‘Why?’”
At the time of his arrest, Getreu
was a retired carpenter who was
married and living in Hayward
and had two grown children. He
was a one-time leader of his local
Elks Lodge. In the mid-1970s, he
was an Explorer Scout troop leader who was arrested for raping a

Across
1 Joan who sang “I Love Rock ‘n Roll”
5 Shaq’s former college team
8 “Family Guy” dog
13 Laguna contents
14 Street through the middle of town
15 Casual eatery, in Canadian slang
16 Underground illegal activity that may be
busted by the Feds
18 Passing notices
19 “Butter” group
20 Alla ___ (cut time, in music)
21 Adorable pet
22 Some negatively persuasive strategies
24 Goes by
27 Some med. insurance groups
28 Time magazine co-founder Henry
29 Intuitive ability
30 Sports drink ender
33 Unrealistic comparisons for real-life
couples (since problems don’t often get
resolved in 30 minutes)
38 Obnoxious person
39 Willful participant?
40 Fit one within the other
41 “Bye Bye Bye” group ‘N ___
42 Former spelling of “Westworld” actress
Newton’s name (she restored the W in
2021)
45 Turned up on the beach
49 Otherwise named
50 Moby-Dick, for one
51 URL ending, sometimes
54 Dwarves’ representative in the Fellowship
of the Ring
55 Searchlight used in Gotham City
57 “___ Holmes” (Netflix movie)
58 Release, as energy
59 MC ___ (“Keep On, Keepin’ On” rapper)
60 Jorts material

17-year-old girl. He pleaded guilty
to statutory rape and received a
minimal sentence.
On Tuesday, he looked down
and seemed disinterested during
much of the testimony. When Bissonnette and Schroeder took the
stand, he looked directly at them
and they looked back.
Schroeder said he’s been waiting for this day for 47 years.
“I’m happy to be here,” he said,
and he plans to attend the trial every day.
He didn’t feel much when he
saw Getreu. Maybe, if he’d seen
him four decades ago he’d feel different. Now he just thinks “let the
court system do its thing,” he said.

Veronica Weber

I didn’t think it was that drastic. This just put me in another
world,” he said.
He and close friend James
“Gideon” Schroeder looked for
Taylor. Bissonnette called her parents, but they didn’t know where
she was, he recalled.
Taylor, in the meantime, had
been found in a ditch that morning
by a Peninsula Creamery dairy
truck driver, Ernest Evangelo. He
was on his way to make deliveries
in Woodside when he thought he
saw debris by the road. Then he
noticed a foot, he testified.
Seeing Taylor laid out on her
back, he checked her pulse. Taylor
was dead. He asked a neighbor to
call the police.
Bissonnette saw Taylor for the
last time in the morgue; he went
with her parents to identify their
daughter’s body, he said.
“We were connected,” he said.
“We were in love.”
Schroeder said outside the
courtroom that Taylor was a
warm, honest and loving person.
He thinks about her death “all the
time — many times a year.”
He had helped Bissonnette
with the car they were fixing
for Taylor. They had it running
and only had the interior left to
do. If the car had been ready on
March 24, Taylor would not have
hitchhiked and she would still be

Getreu’s trial is expected to last
one month. On Monday, during
opening statements, prosecutors
and Getreu’s defense attorney
indicated that a key piece of evidence — Taylor’s green corduroy
pants — will be a focal point of
contention during the trial.
The prosecution said DNA
found on the pants in 2019 clearly
belongs to Getreu; the defense
contends the DNA evidence might
have been placed there after the
crime.
On the outside and inside of the
torn crotch of the pants was DNA,
allegedly Getreu’s. The chances
of the DNA belonging to anyone
other than Getreu is 1 in 102 billion from the sample taken inside
of the pants, Stauffer said.
The green pants are “pivotal in
telling who it is that killed Janet
Taylor,” he told jurors.
But John Halley, Getreu’s attorney, asserted that the key piece
of evidence is flawed. No one ever
mentioned that the pants crotch
was ripped when they initially
examined the item. The evidence
has been altered, he said.
“It was not in the same condition as when it was collected and
placed in a bag in 1974,” Halley
said.
A 1989 document shows some
of the evidence was transferred
between San Mateo and Santa
Clara county detectives, he

“It’s Symbolic”— a trip around the keyboard. By Matt Jones

This week’s SUDOKU

Answers on page 15.

Answers on page 15.

61 ___ ipsa loquitur
62 Yoked animals
Down
1 Door frame component
2 Multi-award-winning accomplishment
3 Margarine containers
4 Paving material
5 Shaq’s former pro team
6 Pasta-draining device
7 Release from a leash
8 Food that comes in florets
9 Counterargues
10 Question about Biblical betrayal
11 High point of a house

12 They get counted or turned up
14 Jazz vocalist Carmen
17 Basics
22 Built to ___
23 AFL-CIO part
24 “Frozen” princess
25 “Sesame Street” human character for 25
years
26 Does something
29 To an advanced degree
30 Like some bourbons
31 Lucie Arnaz’s dad
32 90 degrees from norte
34 Strident agreement
35 Heal up

said. This record discussed only
photographs, but Halley raised
the question of what other evidence might have been exposed
at that time or at other times
thereafter.
“The question is going to be —
beyond a reasonable doubt — if
the DNA was put there on March
24 or 25, 1974, or over the last 27
years when it was stored or moved
from place to place,” Halley said.
On Tuesday, Stauffer and Halley continued their battle over
the green pants and handling of
evidence.
Hartnett testified that she was
tasked with examining Taylor’s
clothes for trace evidence — fibers, hair, dirt and other potential
clues. She noted in her report the
large rips on a black rain jacket
found partially beneath Taylor at
the crime scene. She didn’t note
the two-inch tear in the pants, nor
did she note small tears in a scarf
Taylor had worn.
“It doesn’t surprise me that I
missed the tears. In my notes, I
said the purpose for which I was
receiving evidence was to collect
trace evidence,” she said.
Benson, the pathologist, also
never mentioned the tear in the
pants, Halley noted during his
opening statement. In Benson’s
preliminary hearing testimony,
however, he said his job was to examine the body, not the clothing. Q
Email Staff Writer Sue
Dremann at sdremann@
paweekly.com.

www.sudoku.name

36 Optimistic “David Copperfield” character
37 2nd or 4th of VIII?
41 “Okay to proceed?”
42 “In other words ...”
43 “The Planets” composer Gustav
44 “Whose woods these ___ think ...”: Frost
45 Carried on, as a battle
46 Flaring dress style
47 Judge seated near Sofia
48 Ignominy
51 Stone used for chess sets
52 Give out some stars
53 Watkins ___, NY
56 Day-___ (fluorescent paint)
©2021 Jonesin’ Crosswords (jonesincrosswords@gmail.com)
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SAN CARLOS | $2,299,000
Welcome to this charming three bedroom and three bathroom home in beautiful San Carlos.
Enjoy the cozy patio and great hardscaped backyard.

SEBASTOPOL | $1,695,000
Turn-key craftsman-style home 4br/3ba on approximately 5 acres with 3 acre
vineyard & incredible views. Home is well maintained and tastefully updated.

Sandy Rostad
650.888.1078
srostad@cbnorcal.com
CalRE #01272932

Julian Solano 707.799.4533
CalRE #01892549
Michael Williams 650.867.3876
CalRE #01862062

PETALUMA | $1,400,000
Welcome to this 5br/3ba geodesic dome home on 5 acres! Enjoy large patio
with an Ipe deck, outdoor kitchen, ﬁreplace, brick pizza oven and pool.

PALO ALTO | $2,798,000
3br/1ba is on a prime Midtown lot w/bonus room & patio.
Near shopping, restaurants & Cal Train station.

REDWOOD CITY | $2,749,000
Wonderful 5BR/3.5BA, 3,000 SF featuring 17ft dramatic
high ceilings, spacious master BR, Sep FR, near Atherton.

Michael Williams 650.867.3876
CalRE #01862062
Julian Solano 707.799.4533
CalRE #01892549

Ken Morgan
650.208.3722
ken.morgan@cbrealty.com
CalRE #00877457

Wendi Selig-Aimonetti
650.465.5602
wendi@wendiselig.com
CalRE #01001476

GUIDING YOU TO
THE PLACE WHERE
THE BEST VIEW IS
LOOKING IN

Guiding you home since 1906.

ColdwellBankerHomes.com

guiding you home since 1906

The property information herein is derived from various sources that may include, but not be limited to, county records and the Multiple Listing Service, and it may include approximations. Although the information is believed to be accurate, it is not warranted and you should not rely upon it without personal veriﬁcation. Afﬁliated real estate agents are independent contractor sales associates, not employee ©2021 Coldwell Banker. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker logos are trademarks of Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. The Coldwell Banker® System is comprised of company owned ofﬁces which are owned by a
subsidiary of Realogy Brokerage Group LLC and franchised ofﬁces which are independently owned and operated. The Coldwell Banker System fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act.
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