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For everything now,
and everything that’s next.

The pandemic has shown us the true power, precision, and innovation of Stanford
Medicine in researching and fighting COVID-19. It has also proved that Stanford
Medicine—made up of Stanford Children’s Health, Stanford School of Medicine, and
Stanford Health Care— is at its strongest when backed by a community committed to
keeping everyone safe.
Thank you, Bay Area, for fighting alongside Stanford Medicine. For meeting this
challenge, and all those to come, together.
Today. Tomorrow. Always.

Children’s Health

We are here for you.

School of Medicine
Health Care
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VACCINATION
CLINIC
Be a friend. Tell a friend.

Drop-in vaccination clinic (free, no appointment
required) in Mountain View, serving surrounding
communities through June 30.

MOUNTAIN VIEW COMMUNITY CENTER
R
201 S. Rengstorff Ave., Mountain View
➤ Now open Mon. – Fri. 8:30 a.m. to 3:45 p.m.
➤ Available to anyone age 12 & up
➤ ID or insurance information is not required.

SANTA CLARA
COUNTY SUPERVISOR

JOE SIMITIAN

For more information visit:

www.sccfreevax.org
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Upfront

Local news, information and analysis

Palo Alto man arrested for allegedly running brothels
David Davies and wife, Larong Hu, face 10 felony
charges related to sex trafficking in Santa Clara County
By Sue Dremann

D

avid Davies led a quiet life
in his Palo Alto home for
more than 20 years, but an
investigative report by the Milpitas
Police Department and the U.S. Department of State Diplomatic Security Service alleges he and his current wife trafficked more than 100

women in Santa Clara County over
six years as part of a nationwide
operation.
Davies, 57, and his wife, Larong
Hu, 38, have been charged with
10 felony counts that include conspiracy, pimping and pandering to
procure another for prostitution.

They were arrested last week at
their Milpitas home after a two-year
investigation.
Davies, whose Linkedin page
shows that he has been employed for
16 years as a principal engineer at
San Jose-based software company
Broadcom, owns a home in Palo
Alto near Eleanor Pardee Park, according to county records. Neighbors said they were surprised by
the arrest. He had lived in the home
since 2002 with a five-year gap when

he and his former wife were separating, neighbor Carli Scott recalled.
The wife and their children continued to live in the home until
about 2018, when Davies returned
and became the sole occupant for
about 18 months to two years, she
said. Despite his long presence in
the neighborhood, little was known
about him, she added.
“He was not close to anyone in the
neighborhood,” she said.
Scott said she never noticed

anything unusual such as a brothel at
the one-story, four-bedroom house.
“I’m sure I would’ve noticed if
people were coming and going,” she
said. “It’s been a shock to everyone
in the neighborhood. There are just
six homes on this street. He kept
pretty much to himself.”
This summer he began renovating the house, and it was clear it
was empty, she added.
(continued on page 13)

CITY FINANCES

Palo Alto
back on
track for
business tax
City Council committee
leans toward parcel tax
on large businesses

number of new residences ranging
from 500 in Alternative 1, which
offers the lightest touch, to 1,490
in Alternative 3, which would bring
more height and density than the
other two. The medium scenario,
Alternative 2, has a “realistic capacity” of 1,170 residences, according to staff.

By Gennady Sheyner
mong the many efforts that
the COVID-19 disrupted
last year was Palo Alto’s
push toward a business tax, a
proposition that has been years in
the making but that fell apart just
as the economy nosedived in the
face of the economic shutdown in
spring 2020.
Now that the virus is on the
wane, the economy is flickering
back to life and the business tax
is back on the council’s agenda.
On Tuesday night, the Palo Alto
officially resuscitated its business
tax effort when the City Council
Finance Committee reaffirmed
its desire to pursue the tax and debated what form the 2022 measure
should take and what exactly it
should fund.
The committee didn’t take any
of the tax options off the table,
though it did push a few far to the
side. The employee headcount tax
and the payroll tax — two options
that had garnered some support in
the past — were deemed to be less
than ideal because of the difficulty
in administering these taxes, the
committee agreed. The gross receipts tax, which the council unsuccessfully tried to adopt in 2009,
similarly appears to have fallen out
of favor.
Instead, all three Finance Committee members gravitated toward
a tax based on square footage — a
mechanism that is already in place

(continued on page 8)

(continued on page 9)

A

Daniela Beltran B.

Gimme shelter
A guinea pig is ready for adoption at Pets In Need in Palo Alto on June 15. The shelter, like other city facilities and local businesses, is
gradually lifting restrictions and reopening to the public. Read more about how Midpeninsula businesses are responding to the state’s
lifting of COVID-19 restrictions on page 19.

LAND USE

Facing division over Ventura plan, council punts decision
City Council members, residents reject staff’s recommendations, which would add offices to 60-acre area
By Gennady Sheyner

W

ith Palo Alto’s plans for
the Ventura neighborhood mired in uncertainty and facing heavy community opposition, the City Council
agreed Monday to hit the pause
button on the multiyear planning
effort.
The council did not endorse any
of the three options that were created by staff and consultants for the

60-acre section of Ventura, which
is bounded by Page Mill Road, El
Camino Real, Lambert Avenue
and the Caltrain corridor. Instead,
council members challenged the
plan’s economic assumptions,
criticized its heavy reliance on office development and unanimously
agreed to resume the debate over
the area’s future in the fall.
In discussing the North Ventura

Coordinated Area Plan, the council
struggled to find an alternative it
likes. The menu of options included two alternatives that the city’s
consultants deemed to be economically unfeasible and a third option
that most residents who worked
on the plan found to be deeply
undesirable.
All three alternatives would
add housing to Ventura, with the
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Because of the pandemic, you don’t
know who your clientele is anymore.
—Sam Valero, barber at Menlo Park Barber Shop,
on businesses reopening. See story on page 19.

Around Town

CROSSING THE FINISH LINE
... The notes of “Pomp and
Circumstance” have never sounded
as sweet as they did last weekend
during Stanford University’s
commencement ceremonies, the
first held in person since 2019
due to the COVID-19 pandemic.
While the familiar caps, gowns and
hoods filled Stanford Stadium,
there were clear differences
compared to prior ceremonies,
such as social distancing and
face coverings worn by guests.
The two-day event started with
the ceremony for masters and
doctoral students on June 12. In his
commencement address, public
health expert, author and alumnus
Atul Gawande shared advice from
Dr. Bob Wachter, the Department
of Medicine chair at the University
of California, San Francisco: “Say
yes to everything before you’re
40, and say no to everything after
you’re 40.” Gawande said this is
what he has done in his own life.
He pointed out that after age 40,
people should know themselves
well enough to identify what matters
to them and to focus on that. The
graduating underclassmen had
their commencement exercise
on June 13. It kicked off with the
beloved Wacky Walk, a tradition
where students often come
dressed in costumes, and this year
was no exception. Some students
dressed as gnomes, sunflowers,
bananas and Stanford ID cards.
Actress, writer and producer
Issa Rae, who is a member of
Stanford’s Class of 2007, served as
the commencement speaker. The
creator of the Emmy award-winning
HBO show “Insecure” attributed
the community she built at Stanford
to her success. and encouraged.
the graduates to stay connected.
“The brilliant minds in this room will
have a hand in shaping the culture,
making this world better, leaving
long-lasting legacies behind and
doing a bunch of other important
s---,” she said. This year, the
university awarded 1,436 bachelor’s
degrees, 2,171 master’s degrees
and 1,103 doctoral degrees.
A GROWING CAMPUS ... The
Ravenswood City School District
officially started its expansion
of Cesar Chavez Ravenswood
Middle School in East Palo
Alto, which was celebrated at a
groundbreaking ceremony on
June 17. The $50 million project is
supported through bonds. Once

completed, the Ralmar Avenue
campus will have two new buildings
that cover 23,000 square feet and
a 10,000-square-foot courtyard.
The district has teamed up with
the Forever Young Foundation and
Ghilotti Construction to build a
new 8 to 80 Zone Esports Center,
a facility for students to develop
skills in technology, esports,
gaming and media, according
to the foundation’s website. The
center will be one of a handful
established by NFL Hall of Famers
Steve Young and Jerry Rice.
It will be the first of its kind at a
middle school, according to the
district. The campus will also add
a new playground being created
in collaboration with the Magical
Bridge Foundation. “These exciting
public-private partnerships will
allow us to transform the back of
Cesar Chavez Ravenswood Middle
School into a restorative, engaging,
and active place that our students
deserve,” Ravenswood school
board President Mele Latu said in a
statement.
FOCUSED ON THEIR GOALS ...
Gunn High School football coach
Jason Miller and his team were
honored by the Palo Alto City
Council on June 1 for their 5-0
season and social justice work
off the field by adding their voices
to the “Black Lives Matter” and
“Stop Asian Hate” movements.
Council member Lydia Kou read
Miller’s proclamation, citing his
work while attending Inglewood
High as a star football player and
coaching Compton High to the
playoffs after a winless season. He
was hired by Gunn in 2018 to teach
social studies and was named Civic
Engagement Teacher of the Year.
Miller instituted mandatory study
meetings, introduced social justice
programs and led the team into
participating in civic causes. “We
recognize and applaud Jason Miller
for his excellence in leadership,
coaching, ethics, commitment
and character,” Kou read from
the proclamation. Palo Alto Mayor
Tom DuBois read the proclamation
for the Gunn football team, which
finished the season undefeated
for the first time since 1971. “We
recognize and send a big cheer
for the 2021 Gunn football team,”
DuBois read. Miller thanked the
council and described his team as
including more than just the players,
but also school administrators and
fellow teachers. Q

Upfront
EDUCATION

Khan Lab School sets sights on
Palo Alto space for K-8 students
Nonprofit’s proposal would bring an estimated 160 students
to Cowper Street site later this year

I

n a move that would increase
its enrollment, Khan Lab
School in Mountain View is
looking to bring its K-8 students
to Palo Alto.
The nonprofit school has set its
sights on 3223 Cowper St. near
Loma Verde Avenue in the St.
Claire Gardens neighborhood, a
7.44-acre site it would like to share
with Our Lady of Rosary Church
and Silicon Valley International
School’s preschool and kindergarten programs.
The move would be an upgrade
from the school’s current location
in Mountain View, where it once
had just 30 students. It has since
grown to almost 200 students,

which breaks down to 142 children
in the lower school and 47 at the
high school level.
The Villa Street campus lacks a
play structure, and a portion of the
parking lot has been converted into
outdoor space.
The migration won’t happen
unless the city of Palo Alto approves Khan Lab’s conditional
use permit, which was submitted
last month and is under review.
The school would hold classes
in the site’s current school buildings, where it plans to turn the
space into 15 classrooms and
make “minor changes to doorways and access points to improve ADA accessibility.” The

school also wants to make some
modifications to a portion of the
church’s Dermody Center, which
would turn into five “flexible
shared teaching spaces” for science, technology, engineering, art
and music instruction.
The school estimates 160 students, 23 teachers and eight staff
members would be on campus at
the start of the 2021-22 school year.
About 20 to 25 students would be
added each year until the school
hits its proposed student population of 262 students, a nearly 25%
increase from the site’s current enrollment limit of 210 students.
Khan Lab’s review of the city
records shows that a school has

File photo/ Michelle Le

By Jamey Padojino

Khan Lab School in Mountain View is looking to bring its K-8
students to Palo Alto.
operated on the Cowper Street
property since the 1950s and that
the last conditional use permit for
the site issued in 2007 allows for
no more than 210 students. The
campus can accommodate the
needed 40 parking spaces for every “teaching station” required by
the city, according to the school’s
permit application.

Founded by Salman Khan, Khan
Lab School operates year-round
with six breaks that last one to two
weeks long each. A virtual public
meeting was held by the school
this past Tuesday to share information and answer questions. Q
Em ail
Digital
Editor
Jamey Padojino at jpadojino@
paweekly.com.

POVERTY

Getting food from farms to families
How a federal program to help farmers during the pandemic
is changing the local food landscape
By Kate Bradshaw

E

Farmers to Families program, an
initiative from the U.S. Department of Agriculture, met critical
community needs but also experienced significant problems with its
implementation, particularly at the
local level in San Mateo and Santa
Clara counties.
Some of the problems manifested at another food distribution site
that Kanongata’a coordinated in a
neighboring community. (In total,
Kanongata’a coordinates three sites
through his connections with Hunger at Home and Milpitas Musallah, a Muslim faith organization.)
Over the past few months, also
on Friday afternoons, several pallets of food boxes — arranged
three by three and stacked about
six boxes tall — were dropped
off in front of a home on Weeks
Street in East Palo Alto and a message posted to the East Palo Alto
Neighbors group on Facebook saying free food was available. And
then the clock started. Would the
perishable food be picked up before
it went bad?
On a recent distribution day, a
majority of the people retrieving
food at the Weeks dropoff seemed
to be generally pleased with the
contents of the boxes, which included a gallon of milk, some
frozen meat, yogurt, potatoes and
celery. About two hours after the
pallets were delivered, however,
many boxes still remained, with
their perishable contents simply
sitting out on the street.
According to Kanongata’a, the
Weeks site is supposed to be supervised, and the food boxes are
generally taken by the following

morning. Any food that is left over
is taken to a nearby food aid provider, he said.
The boxes bore the logo of Daylight Foods, a large food distributor that received a contract with the
USDA to deliver them throughout
the region. The company did not
respond to emails from this news
organization requesting more information, including questions
about concerns that leaving perishable food on the street may lead to
health hazards and food waste.
That the task of distributing these
boxes, food aid authorized through
the USDA’s Farmers to Families
food box program, was simply left
to a local faith leader to orchestrate
and resulted in boxes being left at a
seemingly random spot on an East
Palo Alto street highlights some of
the challenges that have arisen with
the USDA’s Farmers to Families
food box program.
Yet the program’s earlier phases
also generated new opportunities
during the pandemic that helped
nonprofits and farmers connect,
opening doors to reshape the local
food system.

Helping farmers
Even before the pandemic exacerbated local hunger needs, a significant amount of food insecurity
existed both nationally and locally.
Reports vary, but the average rate
of food insecurity was about 17%
in San Mateo and Santa Clara
counties prepandemic, according
to the Silicon Valley Institute for
Regional Studies, which authored a
report on regional food insecurity.

Kate Bradshaw

very Friday afternoon from
3 to 6 p.m., the parking
lot of St. Andrew’s United
Methodist Church on Alma Street
in Palo Alto becomes a drive-thru
food aid hub.
On June 4, a team of volunteers that included organizer the
Rev. Saulisi Kanongata’a and his
9-year-old daughter, Moala, asked
the drivers of vehicles lining up just
one question: How many boxes of
food do you want?
Under a pop-up canopy, pallets
of food boxes, which Kanongata’a
said were from the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA), were
stacked for distribution alongside
additional offerings, like broccoli,
tea, cauliflower, bread and more,
from Hunger at Home, a San Josebased food aid nonprofit. Although
the tower of USDA food boxes was
more than 5 feet high, he predicted
that all of the food would be gone
by five minutes to 6 p.m. that afternoon — in less than two hours.
To get the word out about the
food boxes, he had created a WhatsApp group, posted about the boxes
on the social media site Nextdoor,
and, through a colleague, posted
the information on Craigslist, he
said. As a result, people had come
from as far away as Tracy.
The volunteers stacked boxes in
trunks and on backseats, loading
up recipients with whatever they
requested. Then, the volunteers
broke the news to the drive-thru
food recipients: This was the last
week that the USDA food boxes
would be available.
Throughout its run during the
pandemic, ending in May, the

Rev. Saulisi Kanongata’a, left, stands next to his daughter Moala
and family member Senita Uhilamoelangi at the pop-up food
distribution site in the parking lot of St. Andrew’s United Methodist
Church in Palo Alto.
Then, the pandemic hit, and the
proportion of households with levels of “very low food security” rose
to 11%, up from 4%, according to
the report.
At the same time, when restaurants shut down, some farms had
an excess amount of food and had
to sell their products amidst the
disruption in traditional food supply chains.
The Farmers to Families Food
Box program was announced in
April 2020, when the USDA created a Coronavirus Food Assistance Program. A total of $16 billion was set aside to provide direct
payments to agricultural producers
and $3 billion went to create and
implement the food box program.
Later funding in December added
another $1.5 billion to the program.
The program had five contract
rounds, and in the first two, the
Concord-based Fresh Approach
was chosen as the distributor.
Fresh Approach, a nonprofit that
provides locally grown produce,
nutrition education and gardening
skills to Bay Area communities,
collaborated with local farms and
organizations.

Fresh Approach contracted with
Pie Ranch, an organic farm and
nonprofit in Pescadero, to act as a
food hub, where farm produce was
collected and boxed for delivery
between San Francisco and San
Jose.
Over time, Fresh Approach
began to work with more farms,
and at the peak of the program, it
was distributing food to about 45
community-based organizations
throughout seven counties in the
Bay Area, according to Andy Ollove, food access program director
at Fresh Approach.
Ash Colin, food education programs coordinator at Pie Ranch,
said that the Pescadero farm and
nonprofit signed on was able to put
together Community Supported
Agriculture (CSA) style boxes containing top-quality local organic
produce sourced from farmers hit
hard by the pandemic when restaurants shut down.
“Through this program we were
able to pay farmers full price for the
produce and had all that produce go
to families in need,” Colin said.
(continued on page 12)
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The 60-acre north Ventura area in Palo Alto, bounded by the dotted
line, is currently the subject of a coordinated planning effort. City
leaders and residents hope the plan will make it possible to revitalize
the area with new housing, parks, bikeways, retail and more.
Jonathan Brown, a Ventura resi- Alto’s housing goals into one area
dent, agreed and said he strenu- of the city — one of the most unously opposes Alternative 3B — a derserved in all of Palo Alto,”
variation of Alternative 3 that was Brown said.
The council, for its part, rebacked by the Planning and Transportation Commission and by city frained from voting on any of the
planning staff. The menu of op- alternatives on Monday. Instead,
tions, he argued, needs to go back council members offered their
concerns about the proposed plan
to the drawing board.
“It’s not fair to shove all of Palo and staff’s economic analysis,

Have COVID-19?
We Can Help.
NEW TREATMENTS ARE AVAILABLE

If you recently tested positive and are in a high-risk
group, you may qualify for monoclonal antibody (mAb)
therapy, which could reduce your symptoms and the
risk of hospitalization.
Learn more and complete your eligibility screening
request form at stanfordhealthcare.org/covid19mab
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Rosanna Kuruppu

A key difference between the
alternatives is commercial space.
While the first two alternatives
focus on replacing commercial use
with residential — either through
gradual redevelopment as existing
commercial projects get phased
out or through replacement — the
third alternative would add plenty
of both. In addition to the influx of
housing, Alternative 3 would add
83,800 square feet of commercial
development to an area that already
has 744,000 square feet.
For most members of the North
Ventura Coordinated Area Working Group, a 14-member panel of
Ventura residents, property owners
and other stakeholders who worked
on the plan over the past two years,
the preponderance of office space
proved to be a deal breaker. Only
one member, Gail Price, supported
Alternative 3. Meanwhile, the most
popular option — Alternative 2 —
received only four votes of support
from the Working Group.
The office-heavy nature of Alternative 3 made it a tough sell.
Angela Dellaporta, a member of
the Working Group, argued Monday that the high level of office
space “flies directly in the face of
the majority of the Working Group
members and also the wishes and
needs of residents who want housing and parks — not more offices,
not more traffic.”
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(continued from page 5)
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Upfront
which found that only the third alternative is likely to pencil out for
developers.
Vice Mayor Pat Burt questioned
the decision by the consultant, Strategic Economics, to predicate its
economic analysis on the assumption that a property owner would
have to buy land to develop homes
and offices in Ventura. The equation changes, Burt argued, when
one considers scenarios in which
existing property owners are developing the site.
While the analysis provides one
key data point, the city should be
“looking at more dynamic modeling on feasibility,” Burt said.
Numerous residents and housing
advocates supported the staff recommendation and urged the council to support Alternative 3B, office
growth notwithstanding. Price, who
serves as board president of the
nonprofit group Palo Alto Forward,
said the alternative would provide
“the greatest variety of community
benefits and economic vitality.”
“It is a unique opportunity to
build many homes close to services,
shopping, transit, additional jobs,
which would set new families and
low- and moderate-income families
... up for success,” Price said.
While the council has long
viewed Ventura as a prime area for
growth and redevelopment, staff
and council members acknowledged that they have only limited
power over the neighborhood’s
future. Alternatives 2 and 3 bank
on redeveloping the sprawling site

at 340 Portage Ave., former home
of Fry’s Electronics, either in part
(Alternative 2) or in its entirety (Alternative 3). The property owner,
The Sobrato Organization, has indicated that it has no plans to redevelop the former Fry’s Building or
to switch its use from commercial
to residential.
At the same time, Sobrato has
proposed a townhome project at
a site next to 340 Portage Ave. If
that project is approved, the “realistic capacity” for housing in the
60-acre site would instantly drop
and would now range from 450
residences (Alternative 1) to 1,000
(Alternative 3).
Some council members also
suggested Monday that they would
oppose demolishing and replacing
the Fry’s Building, which was constructed by Thomas Foon Chew in
1918 and which served in 1920 as
one of the largest canneries in the
nation. Council members Greer
Stone, a history teacher at Gunn
High, said it’s critical for the city
to offer real life examples of immigrants’ contributions to Palo Alto.
“This is a rich history worth preserving, and to really just destroy
it because developers say that they
need to add additional office space
to make housing pencil out — I
think is really just a disservice to
our city and the rich historical contributions of our immigrant and
Chinese community,” Stone said. Q
Email Staff Writer Gennady
Sheyner at gsheyner@paweekly.
com.

Upfront

Business tax
(continued from page 5)

in Cupertino and in East Palo Alto,
which in 2018 adopted a parcel
tax based on commercial square
footage.
In the coming months, the committee and the full council will
consider following suit as they
continue to winnow down the
city’s options.
Vice Mayor Pat Burt, who supports taxing companies based on
square footage, argued that the
tech titans of Silicon Valley have
historically gotten away with paying little in taxes compared to
other regions. As a result, the problems that their success brought to
the region — namely, heavy traffic
and a dearth of affordable housing
— should be solved in part by taxing large businesses.
Silicon Valley, he argued, was
born as a low-cost suburb region
to San Francisco.
“Over the decades, as it became
one of the most affluent regions in
the country, or the world for that
matter, we stayed as an exceptionally low business-tax region,” Burt
said.
Council member Eric Filseth
similarly suggested that the city
should lean on the business community — particularly, the tech
sector — to help pay for the cost
of tech’s growth.
“The big picture of this remains
that the Valley — driven primarily

by the tech sector but to some extent by the health care sector as
well — generated massive wealth
and has not invested enough of it in
transportation and housing and, to
some extent, social services,” Filseth said. “And that’s a problem.”
With the Tuesday hearing, the
committee resumed and, in some
ways, restarted the city’s quest for
a tax measure. While the concept
is not new, the city’s budget problems have only grown since the
council last weighed the tax in
spring 2020. The city slashed $40
million off its budget last year,
and while conditions are looking
somewhat sunnier in the coming
fiscal year, which begin on July 1,
many of the services and positions
that the council had previously cut
have not been restored.
The budget problem is further
compounded by the collapse of
the local hotel industry during the
shelter-in-place period, which created a sharp decline in the city’s
transient-occupancy tax (TOT)
revenues, a key source of infrastructure funding. Palo Alto is also
feeling the effects of an October
ruling by a Santa Clara Superior
Court judge who found that the
city’s transfer of funding from
its gas utility to its general fund
constituted an “illegal tax” and
mandated that the city refund $12
million.
“We’ve seen a significant decline since 2019 in our tax revenues,” Kiely Nose, the city’s chief
financial officer, said Tuesday.

“Given the continued uncertainty
and persistent sensitivities of revenues like TOT, it behooves us as
an organization to potentially look
at other ballot measures.”
The effort is expected to unfold
over the coming months, with
staff preparing additional analysis
and hiring consultants to perform
the needed research, polling and
stakeholder engagement. Under a
timeline that staff presented Tuesday, most of the major decisions
about the new tax will be made in
the late fall and winter, with the
council set to finalize the language
for the 2022 ballot in May.
The council and staff are already bracing for some pushback
from the business community,
which has resisted the city’s prior
attempts to institute a tax. City
Manager Ed Shikada pointed
Tuesday at the inherent tension
in the council’s discussion of the
new tax, particularly when it’s considered a component in the city’s
plan for economic recovery. On the
one hand, he noted, the revenues
are intended to support municipal
services and community priorities
and create a more fiscally sustainable structure.
“At the same time the other part
of the tension is recognizing that
when we’re talking about elements
like a business tax — or taxes in
general — we need to be mindful of the impact on taxpayers,”
Shikada said.
Before the pandemic shut down
its effort, Palo Alto was exploring a

business tax based on an employee
headcount, which would allow it to
join a club of Bay Area cities that
also includes Mountain View, Redwood City, San Jose, Santa Clara
and Sunnyvale. These cities take
different approaches, with Santa
Clara charging a flat rate per employee and Redwood City increasing the fee based on the number of
employees, with larger companies
paying a higher rate. (This explains why Redwood City, which
has roughly half the number of employees as Santa Clara, generates
$2.6 million annually from its business tax, while Santa Clara collects
$900,000.)
But with more people expected
to work remotely after the pandemic subsides, the link between employee counts and traffic impacts
has weakened. Committee Chair
Alison Cormack suggested removing the payroll tax and the gross
receipts from consideration, arguing that both of these taxes are difficult to administer. Her colleagues
agreed that these two options are
not ideal, though they opted to keep
them in the mix and allow the full
council to weigh in on whether
they should still be considered.
In addition to the business tax,
the city is considering asking voters to modify the utilities users tax,
which generates about $16 million
in annual revenues. This could
entail directly asking voters to approve the city’s practice of transferring funds from its gas and electric
utilities to the general fund, which

pays for most city services not related to utilities. Such a measure
could “resolve all legal questions
about the transfers,” according to a
report from the Department of Administrative Services. Under this
proposal, the city could ask voters
to approve a percentage charge on
gas and electric utility bills that
could be used for general fund purposes, the report states.
Council members are also exploring the possible use for a utility tax to pursue clean energy
initiatives such as electrification
— a key component in its plan to
reduce greenhouse-gas emissions
by 80% by 2030, with 1990 as the
baseline. The committee generally
agreed that one option for paying
for the needed infrastructural improvements is a new tax on gas
customers.
Among the projects that the city
is considering funding with tax revenues are affordable housing and
separating the roads from the train
tracks at the city’s rail crossings,
a project with a projected cost of
hundreds of millions of dollars. Q
Email Staff Writer Gennady
Sheyner at gsheyner@paweekly.
com.

TALK ABOUT IT

PaloAltoOnline.com
Should Palo Alto adopt a business
tax? Talk about the topic, and share
your opinion, on Town Square, the
community discussion forum at
PaloAltoOnline.com/square.

Our Graduates
Move Ahead in
Life by Moving
Lives Ahead
Palo Alto University is a
non-proﬁt university specializing
in psychology and counseling.
Offering accredited bachelor’s,
master’s and doctoral programs.
Learn more at:

www.PaloAltoU.edu

At the Forefront of
Psychology & Counseling
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News Digest
Palo Alto selects new city clerk
Palo Alto has concluded its search for a new city clerk, with
the City Council preparing to name Lesley Milton on Monday
as the successor to Beth Minor.
Minor announced earlier this year that she will be stepping
down in June after 14 years at City Hall, including five as city
clerk. The council plans to adopt a resolution of appreciation
for Minor on Monday night, shortly before it votes to approve a
contract with Milton.
Milton will be coming to Palo Alto from Seaside, a city in
Monterey County where she held a number of positions, most
recently assistant city manager. According to a report from the
Human Resources Department, she has 15 years of experience
in public service, including 10 years in the city clerk profession.
Under the contract that the council is set to approve, Milton’s
salary will be $175,000 and she will receive $10,000 in relocation
expenses. The city clerk position is one of four at City Hall —
along with city manager, city attorney and city auditor — that is
appointed directly by the council.
In an announcement, Milton said she is “excited to join an
award-winning City recognized nationally as innovative and
well-managed.”
“I love being a clerk because I am able to work closely with
the public, all city departments and with the city council,” she
said in a statement. “Having lived on the Monterey Peninsula just
south of Palo Alto, I am familiar with the area and the needs of
the community.” Q
— Gennady Sheyner

Complaint alleges antisemitism at Stanford
Two Jewish employees at Stanford University have filed a
complaint at the federal and state levels against the university
for allegedly allowing persistent anti-Jewish harassment related
to a weekly program designed to explore institutional racism,
according to a June 15 statement by The Louis D. Brandeis
Center for Human Rights Under Law, which is representing the
employees.
The complaint accuses the university’s Counseling & Psychological Services (CAPS) division of a hostile environment
for Jews in its Diversity, Equity and Inclusion (DEI) program,
in violation of Title VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and
California’s Fair Employment and Housing Act. The complaint
was filed on May 21 with the Equal Employment Opportunity
Commission and the California Department of Fair Employment and Housing.
The plaintiffs want Stanford to come into compliance with
Title VII of the state’s Fair Housing and Employment Act by
ensuring that Jewish students receive the same level of clinical
care and attention as other students and to revise the Diversity,
Equity and Inclusion program so the curriculum specifically
addresses the multiple manifestations of antisemitism, among
other remedies.
Stanford University has not responded to a request for
comment. Q
— Sue Dremann

Clinic offers drop-in vaccinations
Nearly 80% of Santa Clara County residents ages 12 and older
have received at least one dose of a COVID-19 vaccine, and 70%
are fully vaccinated, but to get that final segment of the community immunized, Mountain View’s clinic is giving out shots
on a drop-in basis.
“We’re within striking distance of community immunity,”
Santa Clara County Supervisor Joe Simitian said on Tuesday,
using his term for “herd” immunity.
COVID-19 vaccines are available to walk-ins at the Mountain View Community Center, 201 S. Rengstorff Ave., Monday
through Friday from 8:30 a.m. to 3:45 p.m. through June 30.
Those receiving a vaccine will become eligible for raffle
drawings for prizes, according to the county. More than 100
tickets to the Golden State Warriors, Harry Styles, the Weeknd,
Bad Bunny, Justin Bieber and other artists along with other
prizes will be given away in the next few weeks to those who
come to county-run vaccination sites, including Mountain View.
The vaccines are available to anyone ages 12 and up. Recipients do not have to live or work in the county. Q
— Glenn Reeves
LET’S DISCUSS: Read the latest local news headlines and talk
about the issues at Town Square at PaloAltoOnline.com/square
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WHAT GOES WHERE
SORTING GUIDE
Do you know what materials go in the recycle, compost and landfill containers? This guide will help you remember
what goes where. For more information and tools, visit www.cityofpaloalto.org/wgwtools

RECYCLE
PLASTIC
PLASTICO 塑料

METAL
METAL 金屬

BAGGED FILM PLASTIC

GLASS

E-WASTE

VIDRIO 玻璃瓶

ELECTRONICOS 電子產品

PAPER
PAPEL 紙張

SHREDDED PAPER

FLATTENED
CARDBOARD

COMPOST
FOOD SCRAPS
S

YARD TRIMMINGS

COMIDA 食物殘渣

DESECHOS DE JARDIN 庭院廢物

SOILED PAPER

YES, YOU CAN COMPOST:
T:

PAPEL SUCIO 紙

MEAT & BONES CARTONS PIZZA BOXES
ES

SÍ, PUEDES COMPOSTAR:

COMPOSTABLE PLASTIC
PLASTICO COMPOSTABLE 可堆肥塑料
料

CARNE Y HUESOS

CARTONES CAJAS DE PIZZA

是的，你可以進行堆肥：
肉和骨頭

果汁和牛䑊紙盒

披薩盒

LANDFILL
MULTI-MATERIAL ITEMS
ARTÍCULOS DE MÚLTIPLES MATERIALES
合成材料的包裝

GARBAGE
BASURA ✫⛦

PET
WASTE

For more information, visit

www.cityofpaloalto.org/wgwtools
zerowaste@cityofpaloalto.org
(650) 496-5910
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Food boxes
(continued from page 7)

While they had USDA funding,
the farm put volunteers and staff
work to assemble between 500
and 800 boxes each week, following COVID-19 safety precautions,
staying outdoors and remaining
6 feet apart. The food boxes were
then distributed to around 15 community service groups in the Bay
Area, roughly between San Francisco and San Jose.

The program, he said, identified
and addressed a basic need that
predated the pandemic — that lowincome families don’t have access
to fresh, organic produce.
One aspect of the program that
his team is sensitive to, Colin noted, is in trying to avoid imposing a
“white savior” attitude — it’s not as
simple as saying, “Let’s distribute
organic boxes to communities in
need; let’s give them kale,” he said.
They focused on crafting boxes
that were culturally relevant to recipients and developed recipes with

CityView
A round-up

of Palo Alto government action this week

City Council (June 14)

340 Portage Ave.: The council voted not to approve any interpretations for
zoning at 340 Portage Ave. and agreed to resume the discussion in August to
allow staff to have additional conversations with the property owner, The Sobrato
Organization. Yes: Burt, Cormack, DuBois, Filseth, Kou, Stone, Tanaka No: Kou
Ventura: The council did not approve any of the alternatives in the draft North
Ventura Coordinated Area Plan. It directed staff to return in September for
further discussion about planning scenarios for the 60-acre area in Ventura. Yes:
Unanimous
Auditor: The council amended the contract of OIR Group to expand the scope
of the independent police auditor. The amendment authorizes the auditor
to investigate all incidents that involve use of force resulting in a significant
injury, as well as incidents in which an officer points a gun at someone. The
revised contract also allows the auditor to review internal complaints within the
department involving discrimination, harassment and retaliation. Yes: Unanimous

Council Finance Committee (June 15)

Water plant: The committee recommended approving a proposal to rent space
at 1900 Embarcadero Road. Yes: Unanimous
Business tax: The committee discussed the placement on the November 2022
ballot measures establishing a business tax and amending the utility users tax.
The committee favored a business tax based on square footage. Yes: Unanimous

suggestions about how to use the
vegetables included in the boxes,
he said.

Unintended
consequences
The USDA food box program
was not without unintended consequences, however. For the local
food bank system, Second Harvest
of Silicon Valley, the program created new obstacles.
The way that the food box program was run “was incredibly difficult for food banks to work with,”
according to Tracy Weatherby, vice
president of strategy and advocacy
at Second Harvest Food Bank.
The Farmers to Families program was developed very quickly
and was created primarily to benefit distributors and farmers, Weatherby said. From the distributors’
end, the main obligation was just to
give the food boxes to a nonprofit.
It didn’t necessarily account for
the challenges and costs nonprofits
faced in getting the food boxes out
to their clients, she said.
In addition, each contract cycle
would run only for a number of
weeks before expiring, and then
people had to figure out who had
won the contracts to see if they
could get access to that food,
Weatherby said.
“A lot went to very random places,” she said.
Around September, the early
contracts with Fresh Approach
ended. Starting in the third contract

round of the Farmers to Families
program, the program began to
disproportionately leave out smalland mid-sized farms and focused
exclusively on price, according to
a February 2021 report on the program from the Food Law and Policy Clinic at Harvard Law School.
The new rules in later rounds of
contracts also demanded that the
packed food boxes contain not just
produce but also meat and dairy
products.
“Inexplicably, there was no requirement for distributors to pack
meat, produce and dairy separately,
despite the USDA Refrigeration
and Food Safety guidelines recommending storing these foods at
different temperatures,” the report
said.
According to Ollove, Fresh Approach was asked to reapply for
the contract, but the new meat
and dairy requirements were an
obstacle. In addition, the USDA
appeared to only give bids to the
lowest-price bidders, he said. That
meant that big food distributors
and farms got the contracts over
smaller farms.
“Being a small group, the changes made (in the USDA program)
impeded our ability to participate,”
Ollove said.
“The contracts were awarded in
such a strange way,” Weatherby
said. “We would be supportive
of a program that really did prioritize local farmers with great
product that they could deliver
to local food banks. But a lot of

the program did not end up being
that,” she said.
Ultimately, while Fresh Approach was OK after losing the
contract, it was the families receiving the food that were impacted,
Ollove said.
There wasn’t a system through
which a recipient of a food box
under one contract would be transferred to receiving a box from a
different distributor, he said.
Still, the initiative demonstrated
that small, local farms can be a resource in the fight against hunger,
he added.
“What we showed in our project was really how successful local farms can be at emergency
food relief,” Ollove said. “It shows
how local farms should play a role
in the hunger relief system. ... We
can move high-quality food really
effectively while simultaneously
providing economic stimulus to
farmers.”

The reshaped food
landscape
Both Pie Ranch and another farm
that was part of the early Fresh Approach contract, Veggielution in
East San Jose, have since expanded
their programs to continue feeding
those in need at a smaller scale.
Veggielution has partnered with
the Silicon Valley Bicycle Coalition
in an innovative program to deliver
food boxes via volunteer-powered
(continued on page 13)

Healthy Hearing, Healthy Brain
Did you know that hearing health is related to brain health?
During this free webinar, Dr. Michelle Inserra will discuss:

Michelle Inserra, MD is an otologist with
the Earlens Hearing Center. She holds a
medical degree from Stanford University
and completed a fellowship in Neurotology
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Food boxes
(continued from page 12)

bicycles, in addition to offering ongoing food
box pickups at the farm.
And Pie Ranch has continued with a
scaled-back version of the program, assembling and distributing roughly 200 boxes per
week, Colin said.
Food for the boxes is generally sourced
from within a 50-mile radius of the farm
and includes produce from incubator farms
that Pie Ranch supports, an initiative focused
on encouraging people of color and women
to learn more about sustainable farming by
providing them with land “at a pretty affordable price,” he said.
Colin highlighted another challenge with

Brothel
(continued from page 5)

Details of the investigation
The investigation into Davies and Hu was
launched more than two years ago by a complaint regarding a brothel they allegedly ran
at a Milpitas apartment building. Milpitas
police sought to infiltrate the brothel but
were unsuccessful because only people with
“referrals” were allowed in, according to the
report, which was filed in Santa Clara County Superior Court. The brothels also moved
from apartment to apartment, making it difficult to bust the inhabitants.
Police learned through a trail of social
media posts on sex websites, advertising in a
regional newspaper and texts and emails that
the couple’s alleged sex-trafficking operation
actually began in 2015. Women were largely
procured from the People’s Republic of China but also from South Korea and eastern
Europe. Once they arrived, the women were
placed on a scheduled circuit of travel from
brothel to brothel in different cities across
the U.S. The workers stayed at the locations
for one week, were not allowed to leave the
location and performed sex acts for money
with as many as 10 to 15 customers each day,
according to the investigation.
The investigation narrative does offer a
glimpse into how the operation worked,
however. Over six years, Davies and Hu allegedly set up five known brothels in apartments in Milpitas and San Jose. The first was
in 2015 when they rented an apartment at 501
Murphy Ranch Road in Milpitas. The couple
often used a “straw renter” who leased the
apartment on behalf of the brothel organization, the report states. The straw renter is
a person who doesn’t live in the apartment
but receives some financial incentive or other
benefit.
The couple allegedly advertised the women on sites such as WeChat, a Chinese-based
social networking platform, and a dedicated
website owned by Hu and Davies. The website advertised prices for sex acts and lengths
of the “dates” and showed images of scantily
clad women.
Davies and Hu also placed ads promoting
“new girls every week” between the ages of
19 and 24 in the Sing Tao Daily, an Asianoriented newspaper largely circulated in the
South Bay Asian community, according to
the report. Police were able to track brothel
apartment locations through those ads.
The brothels accepted payments through
Venmo and PayPal accounts that were linked
to Hu and her Gmail account.
Investigators linked Davies to the website
through an Internet Protocol (IP) address,
which was registered to him. They also found
multiple text messages between the couple
regarding managing and displaying the images of the young women on various known

the USDA contract: The federal agency mandates that its partners meet what are called
“Good Agricultural Practices” or GAP certifications. Those protocols set stringent standards for how to reduce foodborne illnesses
on farms but also came with an expensive auditing process to receive certification, he said.
And while many of the standards are good
practices, some are logistically difficult to
comply with, Colin said.
“It’s hard to keep everything on a farm
clean,” he said.
People may be used to interacting with
pristine produce at the grocery store, but it’s
also not uncommon to find some dirt on fresh
produce at a farmer’s market, he explained.
“That’s just the nature of organic farms,”
he said.
The bigger issue, he argues, is that organic

produce isn’t cheap to grow. Conventional agricultural practices that lower the costs of produce also carry environmental costs that will
result, if not now, then in the future, he said.
“We have to start looking at it as a more
comprehensive, environmentally focused
issue where it’s not just about ‘organic.’ It’s
about better wages. It’s about tilling practices. It’s about irrigation practices. It’s about
sustainability practices,” he said.
“There’s a great need for governments
and individuals to become more aware of
the value of the type of work that agriculturists are putting in. It’s not easy work,”
he added.
A number of local farms are certified
through other programs, such as the California Certified Organic Farmers certificate program, or CCOF, but are not GAP

certified, so Pie Ranch wasn’t able to source
food products from them.
Now that the program isn’t working with
the USDA, Pie Ranch is again able to partner
with those smaller farms once again, Colin
said.
“It would be really great to see more of
a government incentive to fund and support
local programs like these,” he said.Q
This article was produced as a project
for the USC Annenberg Center for Health
Journalism’s 2020 Data Fellowship. It is the
second in a series exploring the impacts of
the COVID-19 pandemic on local food systems and policies. Read part one on AlmanacNews.com by searching for “Figuring out
how to feed kids when they’re not in school.”
Email Staff Writer Kate Bradshaw at
kbradshaw@AlmanacNews.com.

sex websites, according to the report. Police
also tracked Davies to a San Jose brothel
through GPS data, according to the report.
The years-long operation was cracked
open after the Federal Bureau of Investigation in 2018 seized the website Backpage.
com in a sex-trafficking investigation by the
U.S. Justice Department. Through data collected in that investigation, the U.S. Diplomatic Security Service investigators found
a “lengthy conspiracy” between Davies and
Hu in advertising and operating sex brothels in Santa Clara County from 2015 to the
present.
Milpitas police conducted video surveillance of some of the locations and collected
evidence such as condoms, in quantities
consistent with the number of men seen going in and out of the apartments, from trash
dumped by the brothel manager.
Davies and Hu would sometimes close
down one brothel and move it to another
apartment in the same building, the report
states. At one point, they switched apartments with another man; police think both
apartments were being used as brothels.
They also allegedly tried to undermine at
least one rival brothel operator in Milpitas.
In an unrelated investigation, detectives had
discovered a brothel at 501 Murphy Ranch
Road in another apartment. Video captured
Davies and Hu walking through the apartment building and putting notes on apartment doors. After the couple left, police
found the typewritten notes, which alerted
tenants that a sex brothel was being run out of
the rival’s apartment and told them to notify
San Jose police.
“After reviewing this material, it was clear
that David Davies and Larong Hu were attempting to eliminate brothel competition
by getting the brothel, located at Unit #125,
closed,” the investigative report noted.

group chats have “bosses,” who would indicate the specific amount of money to be paid
for work, would provide good working conditions and would send money back to China
for the women.
The worker said that once employed, she
couldn’t leave the brothels since the “bosses” would not pay the workers until the
completion of the scheduled “dates” with
the customers. They also took her passport
and identification with the explanation that
the documents were kept safe from theft in
the brothels. Each time she arrived at a new
brothel, she had to turn over her documents
for the duration of her time there, she said.
The worker had to pay for her own food
and medicine. Although she never experienced violence, the bosses would become angry and they would speak harshly
if she didn’t complete her work, she said.
They threatened to blacklist her so that she
couldn’t get another job in any other brothels
and couldn’t earn any money, she said. The

worker described Hu as the boss of the San
Jose brothel, but since the worker had only
just arrived the day before being arrested, she
said she had no experience with Hu.
The worker said she typically made $120
per client, of which the boss would keep $40,
and the “house” would deduct additional
money for her food, housing and as a house
tip.
The brothel owners sent the girls’ earnings
back home for them through an unknown
method. The owners took a cut of 10% to
15% of the amount being transferred, she
said.
Police rescued six people from the brothels. The investigation is ongoing and is also
looking into more than $2 million in proceeds from the brothel operations that the
couple allegedly laundered.
Davies is scheduled to return to Santa
Clara County Superior Court on June 26. Q
Email Staff Writer Sue Dremann at
sdremann@paweekly.com.

Worker was paying for her
mother’s medical bills
The couple also allegedly ran brothels at
apartments in San Jose at 25 Rio Robles East
and 320 Crescent Village Circle. One of the
sex workers who was arrested in April at the
Crescent Village location told investigators
from the Santa Clara County District Attorney’s Office and the federal Diplomatic
Security Service how the women were procured and coerced to work.
The woman had come to the U.S. to work
and pay for her mother’s extensive medical
bills, she told investigators. She had traveled
to the U.S. with a tour group and paid for
her own transportation. While in China, she
had found group message boards and chats
about massage work prior to arriving in the
United States.
She eventually found a job at a legitimate
massage business, but she was lured into the
sex work by the group chats on WeChat. The
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Upfront

O UR T EAM IS IN MOT ION FOR YO U

Public Agenda
A preview of Palo Alto government meetings next week
CITY COUNCIL ... The committee plans to approve the budget and
utility financial plans for fiscal year 2022, authorize an agreement with
Tesla for vehicle chargers at the Bryant Street/Lytton Avenue garage;
and discuss colleague memos pertaining to rehabilitation of the Roth
Building and changes to the city’s affordable housing impact fees. The
virtual meeting will begin at 5 p.m. on Monday, June 21. Those wishing
to participate by Zoom can do so by dialing 669-900-6833 and using
Meeting ID: 362 027 238.

D E L E O N R E A LT Y, I N C .

Michael Repka | CEO & Managing Broker | DRE #01854880
650.900.7000 | Info@deleonrealty.com | www.deleonrealty.com | DRE #01903224

S. Robert Freedman
September 18, 1944 – May 12, 2021
S. Robert Freedman, Eminent Bay Area Pathologist, Dies at 76
S. Robert “Bob” Freedman, an eminent and
internationally known pathologist, died at his
home in Palo Alto on May 12 after a yearlong
struggle with brain cancer. He was 76.
Dr. Freedman spent most of his medical
career in pathology and nuclear
medicine at Regional Medical
Center (San Jose) and Los Gatos
Community Hospital where
he directed the laboratory for
many years. Generations of the
doctors he supervised over the
decades, notably including many
physicians surmounting barriers of race and gender, warmly
describe his mentorship with
terms like “singular influence,”
“unlimited generosity” and “one
in a million.”
He served on the Governing
Boards of Los Gatos Community Hospital and
the Santa Clara County Red Cross, lectured in
the joint UCSF-UC Berkeley medical program
and at San Jose State, and served as President
of the California Society of Pathologists.
Nationally, he was on the Board of the College
of American Pathologists (CAP), and is credited with influencing his colleagues to adopt
Bob’s signature bow tie. He served on over 20
CAP committees, chaired CAP’s California
Delegation, and led and participated in over 90
laboratory inspections for the CAP) accreditation program in the US and around the world.
He volunteered with Pathologists Overseas,
including month-long stays at hospitals in
Nepal, Kenya, Malawi, Ghana, Zimbabwe, and
Cameroon.
A “Renaissance Man” in the best sense, Bob
was curious and knowledgeable about tropical
reefs and volcanoes, aviation and world history, world cultures and exotic cuisines. When
he traveled he diligently studied the local language – especially colloquial expressions of
gratitude and appreciation. He was known for
his wit, warm personality, genuine interest in
others, and his playful and gracious manner.
S. Robert Freedman was born in Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania, the first of two children of
Herbert Freedman, an appliance salesperson, and Shirley (Winkelstein) Freedman, a
homemaker and clothing salesperson. His
first academic love, chemistry, began at age 10
when his parents bought him a chemistry set.
The boy was intrigued by the pyrotechnic potential of chemicals, and later shared with his

grandchildren the science and entertainment
potential of creating small detonations, much
to the discomfort of other adults. A first-generation collegian, Bob majored in chemistry at St.
Joseph’s College before acceptance to Jefferson
Medical College (now Sidney
Kimmel Medical College), where
he received his M.D. degree in
1969.
After an internal medicine
internship at the University of
Illinois Chicago, he served as a
Naval medical officer 1970-72.
Much to his surprise, the newlycommissioned M.D.’s assignment as battalion surgeon for
a Marine Expeditionary Force
based in Okinawa required a
stint of Marine Corps basic
training, complete with muddy
crawls under barbed wire with live machine
gun fire overhead. His final assignment to
Alameda Naval Air Station introduced Bob to
the California outdoor life, contributing to a
decision to complete a pathology residency at
San Francisco’s Mount Zion Hospital in 1976.
Freedman was an avid hiker and lover of
nature. His exploits included climbing to
Everest Base Camp, scaling Mt. Whitney, and
communing with the world’s oldest trees at
Patriarch’s Grove and the world’s tallest trees
at Redwood National Park. As an avid scuba
diver he explored reefs, marine life and sunken
wrecks across the Pacific, Caribbean and Red
Sea; as a lover of the arts, he enjoyed classical
music and opera; as a lover of volcanoes, he led
less adventurous companions on mountainous
treks to view active eruptions.
Through this past year, he was sustained by
many kinds of music, especially livestream
opera from the Met and ballads of Leonard
Cohen. He remained enthusiastic and engaged,
reminiscing with friends and family members
and warmly recounting what they meant to
him. He was an incredibly devoted and supportive husband, father, and grandfather. Bob
connected with people of all ages and all parts
of the globe. His uplifting perspective, warmth,
kindness, and wit endeared him to strangers,
friends, and family.
Dr. Freedman is survived by his wife, Sarah
Warshauer Freedman, a professor at the
University of California, Berkeley; his daughter, Rachel and her spouse Carl Berg; grandchildren, Emma, Eric, Adam, and Alex Berg.
PAID
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OBITUARY

CITY COUNCIL ... The council plans to consider ending the city’s state
of emergency, review the city manager’s plan to reopen University and
California avenues to cars on July 7 and Sept. 6, respectively; discuss
possible changes to the city’s legislative advocacy program; and
consider an appeal of the planning director’s approval of three wireless
communication facilities from Verizon that would be placed adjacent to
853 and 1221 Middlefield Road and 850 Webster St. The virtual meeting
will begin at 5 p.m. on Tuesday, June 22. Those wishing to participate
by Zoom can do so by dialing 669-900-6833 and using Meeting ID: 362
027 238.
BOARD OF EDUCATION ... The board is scheduled to discuss the
Local Control and Accountability Plan budget, the district’s wellness
report and its attendance report. The meeting will begin at 6:30 p.m. on
Tuesday, June 22. Those wishing to participate, can get the Zoom link at
go.boarddocs.com/ca/pausd/Board.nsf/Public.
PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION ... The commission plans
to select a liaison for the Midpeninsula Open Space District Hawthorns
Area Planning Process and consider a park improvement ordinance
for the Baylands Tide Gate Structure Replacement Project. The virtual
meeting will begin at 7 p.m. on Tuesday, June 22. Those wishing to
participate by Zoom can do so by dialing 669-900-6833 and using
Meeting ID: 999 3789 9745.
HISTORIC RESOURCES BOARD ... The board plans to elect its officers
and adopt its annual work plan. The virtual meeting will begin at 8:30
a.m. on Thursday, June 24. Those wishing to participate by Zoom can
do so by dialing 669-900-6833 and using Meeting ID: 924 4578 2014.

Leadership
Palo Alto

LEADERSHIP PALO ALTO

ARE YOU A

LEADER?
PROGRAM EXPERIENCES INCLUDE

Discussions with local and
state leaders, Housing &
Transportation, Media & Public
Safety, Health & Wellness,
6WDQIRUG8QLYHUVLW\1RQSURƓWV
Stanford Hospital and more.
10-monthly sessions
September 2021 to May 2022
Applications and information:
PaloAltoChamber.com or
650.324.3121
Application deadline: July 12, 2021

    
           

        
 4 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms:
 private master suite
 Large eat-in kitchen with stainless steel
appliances and granite countertops
 Spacious living room featuring:
 hardwood floors
 large windows yielding abundant
natural light
Listing Agent: Tim Foy
CalBRE# 00849721
Cell: 650.387.5078
tim@midtownpaloalto.com

 Bonus workshop space
 Situated near the end of a tree lined cul-de-sac
 Ideally located near parks, schools, shopping,
transportation & more
 Ready to move in and enjoy with loads of
upside opportunity
 Home Size: 1,504 square feet (approx.)
 Lot Size: 6,240 square feet (approx.)

OFFERED AT $2,995,000
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Public Notices
997 All Other Legals
ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE FOR CHANGE OF
NAME SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF
CALIFORNIA FOR THE COUNTY OF SANTA
CLARA
Case No.: 21CV382035
TO ALL INTERESTED PERSONS:
Petitioner: GANG WU filed a petition with this
court for a decree changing names as follows:
GANG WU to GARY GANG WU
THE COURT ORDERS that all persons
interested in this matter appear before this
court at the hearing indicated below to show
cause, if any, why the petition for change of
name should not be granted. Any person
objecting to the name changes described
above must file a written objection that
includes the reasons for the objection at
least two court days before the matter is
scheduled to be heard and must appear
at the hearing to show cause why the
petition should not be granted. If no written
objection is timely filed, the court may grant
the petition without a hearing.
NOTICE OF HEARING: July 27, 2021, 8:45
a.m., Dept.: Probate of the Superior Court of
California, County of Santa Clara, 191 N. First
Street, San Jose, CA 95113.
A copy of this ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE shall
be published at least once each week for
four successive weeks prior to the date set
for hearing on the petition in the following
newspaper of general circulation, printed in
this county:
PALO ALTO WEEKLY
Date: May 18, 2021
/s/ Julie A. Emede
JUDGE OF THE SUPERIOR COURT
(PAW May 28; June 4, 11, 18, 2021)
ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE FOR CHANGE OF
NAME SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF
CALIFORNIA FOR THE COUNTY OF SANTA
CLARA
Case No.: 21CV382516
TO ALL INTERESTED PERSONS:
Petitioner: SUMIT AGARWAL filed a petition
with this court for a decree changing names
as follows:
SUMIT AGARWAL to SUMIT BHATIA AGARWAL.
THE COURT ORDERS that all persons
interested in this matter appear before this
court at the hearing indicated below to show
cause, if any, why the petition for change of
name should not be granted. Any person
objecting to the name changes described
above must file a written objection that
includes the reasons for the objection at least
two court days before the matter is scheduled
to be heard and must appear at the hearing
to show cause why the petition should not
be granted. If no written objection is timely
filed, the court may grant the petition without
a hearing.
NOTICE OF HEARING: August 10, 2021, 8:45
a.m., Room: Probate of the Superior Court of
California, County of Santa Clara, 191 N. First
Street, San Jose, CA 95113.
A copy of this ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE shall
be published at least once each week for
four successive weeks prior to the date set
for hearing on the petition in the following
newspaper of general circulation, printed in
this county:
PALO ALTO WEEKLY
Date: May 7, 2021
/s/ _______________________
JUDGE OF THE SUPERIOR COURT
(PAW June 11, 18, 25; July 2, 2021)
NOTICE OF PETITION TO ADMINISTER ESTATE
OF
DANIEL MARK COHEN
CASE NO. 21PR190158
To all heirs, beneficiaries, creditors,
contingent creditors, and persons who may
otherwise be interested in the will or estate,
or both, of: DANIEL MARK COHEN
A Petition for Probate has been filed by
SARALE COHEN in the Superior Court of
California, County of SANTA CLARA.
The Petition for Probate requests that
SARALE COHEN be appointed as personal
representative to administer the estate of the
decedent.
The Petition requests authority to administer
the estate under the Independent
Administration of Estates Act. (This authority
will allow the personal representative
to take many actions without obtaining
court approval. Before taking certain very
important actions, however, the personal
representative will be required to give notice
to interested persons unless they have
waived notice or consented to the proposed
action.) The independent administration
authority will be granted unless an interested
person files an objection to the petition and
shows good cause why the court should not
grant the authority.
A hearing on the petition will be held in this
court on 08/02/2021 at 9:01 AM in Dept. 05
located at 191 NORTH FIRST STREET, SAN
JOSE, CA 95113, PROBATE DIVISION.
If you object to the granting of the petition,
you should appear at the hearing and state
your objections or file written objections

with the court before the hearing. Your
appearance may be in person or by your
attorney.
If you are a creditor or a contingent creditor
of the decedent, you must file your claim
with the court and mail a copy to the
personal representative appointed by the
court within the later of either (1) four
months from the date of first issuance of
letters to a general personal representative,
as defined in section 58(b) of the California
Probate Code, or (2) 60 days from the date
of mailing or personal delivery to you of a
notice under section 9052 of the California
Probate Code.
Other California statutes and legal authority
may affect your rights as a creditor. You
may want to consult with an attorney
knowledgeable in California law.
You may examine the file kept by the court.
If you are a person interested in the estate,
you may file with the court a Request for
Special Notice (form DE-154) of the filing of
an inventory and appraisal of estate assets
or of any petition or account as provided in
Probate Code section 1250. A Request for
Special Notice form is available from the
court clerk.
Attorney for Petitioner: MATTHEW TRIET VO,
LAW OFFICE OF MATTHEW TRIET VO, 919
STORY RD, SUITE 1204, SAN JOSE, CA 95122,
Telephone: 408-978-7076
6/18, 6/25, 7/2/21
CNS-3479656#
PALO ALTO WEEKLY
NOTICE OF HEARING ON PETITION TO
DETERMINE CLAIM TO PROPERTY IN THE
ESTATE OF AUDREY GAMBREL, also known as
AUDREY HOPIAK GAMBREL
CASE NO.: 19PR186617
To REBECCA SORIANO, and all persons who
may otherwise be interested in the ESTATE
OF AUDREY GAMBREL
A PETITION TO DETERMINE CLAIM TO
PROPERTY has been filed by BONNIE
BURDETT & JOYCE ANTHONY, as Principals of
Prime Fiduciary Services, as Executors of the
ESTATE OF AUDREY GAMBREL
The PETITION TO DETERMINE CLAIM TO
PROPERTY requests that the court direct
REBECCA SORIANO to pay the following:
1. the sum of $1,240,388.30 to the ESTATE OF
AUDREY GAMBREL;
2. prejudgment interest to the ESTATE OF
AUDREY GAMBREL, as determined at a later
date; and
3. reasonable attorney' s fees and costs, as
determined at a later date.
A HEARING on the PETITION TO DETERMINE
CLAIM TO PROPERTY will be held on July 19,
2021, at 9:00 a.m. in PROBATE/5 located at
191 N. First St., San Jose, CA 95113. IF YOU
OBJECT to the granting of the PETITION, you
should appear at the hearing and state your
objections or file written objections with the
court before your hearing. Your appearance
may be in person or by your attorney.
YOU MAY EXAMINE the file kept by the court.
If you are a person interested in the estate,
you may file with the court a Request for
Special Notice (form DE-154) of the filing
of an inventory and appraisal of the estate
assets or of any petition or account as
provided in Probate Code section 1250. A
Request for Special Notice form is available
from the court clerk.
Attorney for Petitioner:
Richard A. Gorini, Esq. SB#95179 Gorini &
Gorini, LLP
1666 The Alameda
San Jose, CA 95126
(PAW June 11, 18, 25; July 2, 2021)
NOTICE TO CREDITORS OF BULK SALE
(UCC Sec. 6105)
Escrow No. 2115648DMB
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that a bulk sale is
about to be made. The name(s) and business
address(es) of the seller(s) is/are: AHARA, INC,
451 W. CAMINO REAL, STE A, MOUNTAIN
VIEW, CA 94040
Doing business as: SUBWAY 2679
All other business name(s) and address(es)
used by the seller(s) within the past three
years, as stated by the seller(s), is/are:
The name(s) and business address of the
buyer(s) is/are: SILVERSTAFF INC, 421 W. EL
CAMINO REAL, MOUNTAIN VIEW, CA 94040
The assets being sold are generally described
as: FIXTURES, EQUIPMENT, INVENTORY AND
ALL BUSINESS ASSETS and is located at: 451
W. EL CAMINO REAL, MOUNTAIN VIEW, CA
94040
The bulk sale is intended to be consummated
at the office of: BAY AREA ESCROW SERVICES
and the anticipated sale date is JULY 7, 2021
The bulk sale IS subject to California Uniform
Commercial Code(s) sections set forth above.
The name and address of the person with
whom claims may be filed is: BAY AREA
ESCROW SERVICES, 2817 CROW CANYON RD,
STE 102, SAN RAMON, CA 94583 and the last
date for filing claims by any creditor shall be
date on which the notice is the Business day
before the sale date specified above.
Buyer(s): SILVERSTAFF INC,
352195 PALO ALTO WEEKLY 6/18/21
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Pulse

OBITUARIES

A weekly compendium of vital statistics

POLICE CALLS
Palo Alto

June 10-June 15
Violence related
Address undisclosed, 5/25, 12:01 a.m.;
child abuse/physical.
Alma Street, 5/26, 8:09 a.m.; child
abuse/physical.
University Avenue, 6/9, 7:55 p.m.;
simple battery.
Blake Wilbur Drive, 6/11, 4:01 p.m.;
simple battery.
Waverley Street, 6/12, 5:55 p.m.;
sexual assault.
Embarcadero Road, 6/13, 3:02 p.m.;
family violence.
Webster Street, 6/13, 8:44 p.m.; arson.
Middlefield Road, 6/14, 9:34 a.m.;
strong arm robbery.
Theft related
Fraud . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Grand theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4
Identity theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4
Petty theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
Residential burglaries . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Shoplifting . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
Vehicle related
Auto recovery . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Auto theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Bicycle theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Driving w/ suspended license . . . . . . . 3
Hit and run . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Lost/stolen plates . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Misc. traffic . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Stolen catalytic converter . . . . . . . . . . 5
Theft from auto . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
Vehicle accident/minor injury . . . . . . . . 2
Vehicle accident/prop damage . . . . . . 6
Vehicle impound . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Vehicle tow . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1

Alcohol or drug related
Driving under influence . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Miscellaneous
Casualty fall . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Disturbing the peace . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Found property . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4
Lost property . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Misc. penal code violation . . . . . . . . . . 2
Other/misc. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Outside investigation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Psychiatric subject . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Suspicious circumstances . . . . . . . . . . 4
Vandalism . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3

A list of local residents who
died recently:
S. Robert Freedman,
76, a Palo Alto resident and
pathologist, died on May
12. Kay Louise Davis, 75,
a former Palo Alto resident,
died on May 16. Deirdre
“Dee” Kent, 69, a former Palo
Alto resident, died on June 3.
To read the full obituaries,
leave remembrances and post
photos, go to Lasting Memories at PaloAltoOnline.com/
obituaries. Q

Visit

Menlo Park

June 9-June 15

Violence related . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0
Theft related
Burglary . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Grand theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Petty theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Vehicle related
Auto theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Bicycle theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Hit and run . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Lost/stolen plates . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Theft from auto . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4
Vehicle accident/no injury . . . . . . . . . . 1
Vehicle tampering . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Alcohol or drug related
Driving under influence . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
Drunk in public . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Possession of drugs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Miscellaneous
Brandishing weapon . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Lost property . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Mental evaluation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
Missing person . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Other/misc. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
Outside investigation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Possession of weapon . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Property for destruction . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Warrant arrest . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2

Lasting
Memories
An online directory
of obituaries and
remembrances.
Search obituaries,
submit a memorial,
share a photo.
Go to:

PaloAltoOnline.com/
obituaries

>OLYL[OLKPɈLYLUJLSPLZ™
Scandia Home Palo Alto
Town & Country Village
650.326.8583  paloalto@scandiahome.com
Mon-Wed: 10am-3pm  Thurs-Sat: 1pm-6pm  Sun: Closed

Cover Story

As California reopens, small businesses
are hopeful — and still keeping masks on
Business capacity limits, required masks
for vaccinated individuals removed
on California’s reopening day
By Alicia Mies

J

says? That’s been harder to find.”
“My understanding is that my
consumer can walk in today without a mask as long as they’ve been
fully vaccinated, but how do you
verify that? That’s the first unanswered question,” Selzer said.
Overall, businesses owners said
Tuesday, the state’s reopening has
brought a mixture of confusion,
anticipation and joy.
Lubna Lassaque, a managing
partner of Chantal Guillon on
University, echoed Selzer’s confusion. To reach a definitive answer about what to do with her
business, she emailed to schedule
a meeting with a representative
from the Santa Clara County Public Health Department.
Pastry shop Mademoiselle Colette’s owner Debora Ferrand said
that the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention and the city
always send a letter about new updates to businesses, but this time
there was nothing.
“We don’t know if employees
can take off the masks or not, but
overall, we are very happy to be
able to see our customers’ faces
again.”
Some business owners have
safety concerns about unvaccinated customers coming in without
masks. While unvaccinated individuals are still required to wear
masks in indoor public settings,
it’s ultimately up to businesses to
choose how to enforce the rule.

Alicia Mies

une 15 marked California’s
reopening day and, with it,
an official relaxation of the
state’s COVID-19 restrictions.
But while the state has lifted capacity limits, physical distancing
rules and mask restrictions for
vaccinated individuals, the rules
on the ground didn’t look a whole
lot different on Tuesday.
At Palo Alto Bicycles on University Avenue, customers were
still expected to wear masks. Jeff
Selzer, the store’s general manager, said that it’s been difficult to
fully understand state, county and
city public health guidelines for
businesses. Amid a lack of communication and confusing government websites, Selzer decided
to err on the side of caution. He
taped a paper onto his storefront
sign that stated as much: “Due
to the lack of clear direction for
local and state authorities regarding mask requirements and in
acknowledgement our own lack
of credentials in the fields of infectious disease and public policy,
Palo Alto Bicycles will continue
to require employees and politely
request customers to wear masks
when in the store. Thank you.”
“The fact that today is such a
major, significant event for the
state and it’s hard to find official
information is frustrating,” Selzer
said. “There’s all kinds of news reports out, but what about what the
state or county or city officially

Jeff Selzer, general manager at Palo Alto Bicycles on University Avenue in Palo Alto, said the shop will
continue to require employees to wear masks and politely request customers to do so when in the store.
But Steve Oberhauser, an owner
of shoe repair shop The Cobblery
on California Avenue in Palo
Alto, said that there really isn’t a
way to police it.
While he is looking forward to
having fewer confrontations with
customers who refuse to wear the
previously mandated masks, he
has decided to keep his own mask
on out of concern for his and other
customers’ health and because he
has simply gotten used to wearing
one. Plus, he said, the masks are
helpful when working in front of
a hand cobbler machine.
Since the pandemic, business
at the shoe repair shop has been

down 40%, and Oberhauser is eagerly anticipating new and returning customers emerging out of
work-from-home mode and back
into the office.
With neighboring companies
like Visa Research gradually reopening their offices, Oberhauser
hopes to see his store packed with
people.
“I want to go home every night
and just be like, ‘Wow, we were so
busy today’ and look forward to
repeating it the next day,” he said.
Selzer likewise relies on people
working in downtown Palo Alto
companies.
“We’re having a tough time

because people used to be walking back and forth five days a
week from the Caltrain station to
work and periodically they’d pop
into the store and buy something,”
he said. “For us, they’d bring their
bike on the train, bring it into the
shop and have us work on it while
they were at work and then pick
it up at the end of the day. That’s
business we’ve lost.”
Salvador Margarito, owner of
Mountain View restaurant Doppio Zero, said that while the loss
of nearby office employees coming in for lunch has harmed his
(continued on page 20)

ANIMALS

Pets In Need gradually reopens
its doors to Palo Alto’s animal lovers
Nonprofit welcomes back volunteers, prepares to resume pop-in visits
By Gennady Sheyner
according to city staff.
But the ability of Pets In Need
to adapt to difficult circumstances was tested in an unprecedented way in early March
2020, when COVID-19 arrived
and shelter-in-place orders
swept through California. The
nonprofit instantly transformed
itself from a full-fledged shelter to a remote operation that
both tended to the hundreds of
animals in its care and served
Bay Area residents who suddenly found themselves sheltering at home and aching for
companionship.
Immediately after deciding
to shut down its facilities, Pets
In Need sent out urgent emails

informing people about the imminent closure of the animal
shelters. Within 48 hours, nearly
all 150 animals in the organization’s Redwood City and Palo
Alto shelters were placed with
foster households, said Al Mollica, the organization’s executive
director.
The sudden shift was followed
by months of other adjustments
to the shelter’s operations, with
Pets In Need adopting a system
that introduced potential adopters to their pets-to-be via Zoom
meetings. Its plan for the pandemic was to have only three
people per shift to provide medical services, oversee the kennel and perform administrative

Daniela Beltran B

E

ver since Pets In Need
took over Palo Alto’s animal adoption services in
late 2018, it has been operating
in an atmosphere of change and
uncertainty.
The nonprofit, which also runs
a shelter in Redwood City, took
over the municipal shelter on
East Bayshore Road with the understanding that the city would
soon upgrade the facility, which
has been deemed shabby by
modern standards.
While the city completed construction of the shelter’s medical
suite in September 2020, plans
to build new kennels remain in
flux, with the project facing a
funding gap of about $500,000,

In coming weeks, Pets In Need expects to allow residents to pop
in and look at animals at its Palo Alto shelter like in the old
days, said Al Mollica, the nonprofit’s executive director. With
California’s reopening on Tuesday, the organziation plans to
increase the number of appointments and make face-to-face
meetings more routine.
functions, Mollica said.
Like other facilities throughout the city, Pets In Need is now
on the path to normalcy. It already allows visitors to stop by,
albeit only by appointment. Its

volunteers are back.
And with California officially
hitting its reopening phase Tuesday, the organization is planning
(continued on page 20)
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Palo Alto plans
to reopen facilities
Even with statewide loosening of rules, not all city
buildings welcomed the public back on June 15
By Gennady Sheyner

W

trails were limited to one-way
foot traffic during the pandemic,
have recently reverted to twoway mode. The city’s golf course,
Baylands Golf Links, is also back
in business, and its cafe is offering both outdoor and indoor dining, according to City Manager
Ed Shikada.
Mitchell Park, Rinconada and
Children’s libraries are now
welcoming the public to come
inside, and library computers,
which were taken out of commission during the pandemic,
are now back in use. The Palo
Alto Art Center is also open, albeit with reduced staffing, shorter
operating hours and 25% visitor
capacity.
The Magical Bridge playground at Mitchell Park, which
was under capacity limits before
the city entered the “yellow tier”
under the state’s Blueprint for a
Safer Economy, no longer has
these restrictions. And with limits
easing, the popular playground is
now looking ahead to a summer
concert series, with musical acts
booked for every Friday evening
between July 16 and Sept. 3.

Businesses

cutting hair outside his shop in
August, the return to normal
operations indoors has been a
welcome change. Relaxed mask
restrictions also means that it’s
easier for Valero to cleanly cut
hair around his client’s ears and
back of the head.
While Valero is happy to see
old customers coming back into
his shop after 15 months without
a fresh haircut, he also said that
there are still a lot of old faces he
hasn’t seen yet.
“Because of the pandemic,
you don’t know who your clientele is anymore. You don’t know
who’s coming back,” Valero said.
“We’ve also received a lot of new
customers who were looking for a
new barber. So it’s like this huge
reshuffling of clientele that’s
occurred.”
David Smith, an employee at
the Performance Gaines gym in
Palo Alto, echoed a similar sentiment of relief and excitement for
the future. Capacity restrictions
eased a bit last month, and like
many other businesses, the gym
is operating with an honor code
— unvaccinated people are still
expected to wear masks, although
there will be no official enforcing
of that rule.
“It’s going to take some getting
used to, but it definitely feels like
a weight has been lifted,” Smith
said. “No pun intended.” Q
Alicia Mies is a Palo Altobased freelance reporter.

(continued from page 19)

business, the closing of Castro
Street has certainly helped. The
added parklet space outside of
Doppio Zero can accommodate
dozens of people.
Likewise, the closure of University Avenue in Palo Alto to car
traffic has aided restaurants but
has become a cause for complaint
by retailers, who say they’ve lost
foot traffic. Selzer, however, sides
with those who want to keep University closed to cars for now.
“I can’t say that opening University wouldn’t benefit my business,
but I know that it would harm the
businesses that are needing it right
now like the restaurants. They just
had a solid year of losing money.
I don’t care that they get an extra
benefit of 25 more tables outside
and the 25 inside. That’s great!
Fill them all,” he said.
“Let these guys make some of
their money back because they’ve
been hammered this year. I’m
all for opening things back up,
but that’s one thing I think they
should leave in place until the end
of the year.”
Even if June 15 hasn’t brought a
sudden influx of customers, business operators say it represents a
fresh new start.
Sam Valero, a barber at the
Menlo Park Barber Shop, said
that, considering he had been
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Magali Gauthier

hen the COVID-19
pandemic began to
spread in March 2020,
Palo Alto swiftly shut down most
City Hall offices, suspended recreational programs and closed
down libraries and community
centers to comply with the new
and urgent health restrictions.
Most of these limits expired on
June 15. But if the city’s shutdown
felt dramatic and, in many ways,
traumatic, its reopening will be
more like a slow bloom.
Palo Alto’s emergence from the
emergency is expected to unfold
gradually and incrementally, city
staff say, with some suspended
services returning almost immediately and others remaining in
limbo for months.
For users of the city’s recreation programs, for instance,
normalcy is already creeping in.
Recreation classes at the Children’s Theatre and camps at
Foothills Park are now up and
running after the pandemicinduced break and signups are
in full swing, according to city
staff.
Open space preserves, where

An adult helps push children riding the net spinner at the Magical Bridge playground in Palo Alto in
January 2020. The playground, which no longer has capacity limits, is now looking ahead to a summer
concert series, with musical acts booked for every Friday evening between July 16 and Sept. 3.
City Hall won’t be open for reg- regulations.
And while the Chili Cook-off,
“Specifically, the requirements
a longtime Fourth of July fixture ular business for some time yet,
in Palo Alto, will not be taking even though some services can be based (on) vaccination status
place this year, the city is plan- provided through appointments. have a big impact on our general
ning a musical event in the park The city’s community centers — workforce plans,” Shikada said
on that day, Shikada said. In lieu Lucie Stern Community Center in an email. “That said, the comof hot chili, visitors can expect and Cubberley Community Cen- munity can continue to expect
the Radio City All Stars band, ter — won’t be open for general continued availability of services
food trucks and a play area for use until early August, Shikada online and by phone as well as
increased availability by appointchildren, according to a staff said in an email.
Other reopening plans remain ment for services like building
update on the city’s economic
in flux. Shikada noted that staff permits.” Q
recovery.
Other city operations will retain is still trying to react to the reEmail Staff Writer Gennady
their restrictions at least until the cent back-and-forth decisions Sheyner at gsheyner@paweekly.
by Cal/OSHA about workplace com.
end of July.

Pets
(continued from page 19)

to increase the number of appointments and make face-to-face
meetings more routine (with face
masks, at least for now).
In the coming weeks, the nonprofit expects to allow residents
to pop in and look at animals like
in the old days — a sure sign of
things returning to normal.
“It’s something we haven’t
done in a year,” Mollica told the
Weekly.
For Mollica and the nonprofit’s
staff, the pandemic was a time of
creativity and improvisation. Fully operational on March 6, 2020,
the shelter became a “ghost town”
by March 13, with only a handful of staff members present to
provide veterinarian services and
oversee the kennels, Molllica said.
Pets In Need, which prides
itself on being a no-kill shelter,
also had to immediately halt performing rescue runs to other shelters to pick up at-risk animals. It
also shifted its focus on the most
vulnerable animals, which tended
to be the larger dogs on euthanasia lists.
“All our partner shelters were
getting backed up with animals.
The pandemic didn’t stop cats
from having kittens and people
from turning in their dogs and
such. That was a struggle for us,”
Mollica said. “It’s what we do.

Our business was to save as many
animals as possible.”
The organization cautiously
resumed its rescue runs. Occasionally it has sent a team to a
shelter in Central Valley to pick
up at-risk animals in a parking
lot — an exchange that was conducted with virtually no human
contact. At other times, staff from
two shelters rendezvoused in the
parking lot of a third shelter to
transfer and process the animals,
Mollica said.
When the vaccines arrived, Pets
In Need staff got their shots and
staff became more “ambitious”
with its rescue runs, Mollica said.
Adoptions went up — reaching
a total of 1,635 over the course
of the organization’s last fiscal year, which ran from May 1,
2020 to April 30, 2021, Mollica
said. While this is a drop from
its all-time high of about 2,100
adoptions, which the organization
reached in the year prior to the
pandemic, Mollica is proud of the
organization’s ability to forge so
many connections during a time
of social distancing.
Now, the organization is on
a path toward normalcy. About
a month ago, it began allowing
volunteers to come in for the
first time since the onset of the
pandemic, Mollica said. They
are now assisting with both caring for the dogs at the shelter
and in finding new homes for the
roughly 205 animals currently in

the organization’s care. Of those,
about 175 are in foster care, while
the remainder are in Pets In Need
shelters, Mollica said.
“The silver lining over the past
year is the fact that all of us now
understand — on a visceral level
— what it’s like to deal with adversity,” Mollica said. “Trying to
carry out the mission for an organization like Pets In Need when
you can’t do rescue runs or meet
with people is difficult.”
There is another positive sign,
Mollica said. Even with the influx of adopters during the pandemic, the shelters have not seen
too many owners return their pets.
That, he said, is a sign that the
agency’s adoption staff and volunteers are “very discerning and
very careful” when linking pets
with owners.
“We still follow the same protocols and procedures we always
followed,” Mollica said. “Not
everyone will pass muster. You
turn some people down, but the
bottom line is, weeks and weeks
and months and months later, you
don’t have the owner surrenderand-return rate.” Q
Email Staff Writer Gennady
Sheyner at gsheyner@paweekly.
com.
About the cover: Customers
get their hair cut at the Menlo
Park Barber Shop. Photo by
Alicia Mies. Cover Design by
Douglas Young.
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Stanford University reopened its outdoor campus spaces to the public on Wednesday after restricting access
to the Quad, shown above, and other areas for nine and half months due to the COVID-19 pandemic.

STANFORD

Stanford reopens outdoor
campus spaces to the public
Changes affect access, parking regulations and protocols at the Dish

A

fter nine and a half months
of tightly controlled access to its campus, Stanford University on Wednesday,
June 16, again allowed the general public in its outdoor spaces.
The lifting of restrictions coincided with the state’s reopening on June 15, when social distancing and capacity rules were
dropped in most situations and
masking requirements are now
governed by vaccination status.
Because of the COVID-19
pandemic, Stanford last September banned visitors unaffiliated
with its academic programs from
entering much of its campus, a
sweeping restriction that university leaders said was necessary to
resume research and teaching in
the fall quarter.
Entrance to the university’s
designated “academic zones” —
which included most of the campus area between Junipero Serra
Boulevard and El Camino Real,
including the Quad, the Oval,
Lake Lagunita and the university’s playing fields — was limited
to approved faculty, staff, postdocs and students.
The “arts district,” which includes the Rodin Sculpture Garden, Cantor Arts Center, the
Anderson Collection, Frost Amphitheater and Bing Concert Hall,
also became off-limits to the general public, as were areas just east
and west of central campus that
include student housing, academic
and cultural facilities.
Members of the community
were allowed only on the Campus Perimeter Trail and Campus
Drive, the Dish hiking trail, the
Arboretum, Sand Hill Fields,
the Stanford Golf Course and
the Stanford Golf Course Learning Center and Driving Range.

Visitors found anywhere else on
campus were asked to leave by
university safety personnel.
“We deeply appreciate how
the Stanford community and our
neighbors adjusted to the campus
zones program so we could safely
and gradually bring back more
in-person teaching and research
activities during the COVID-19
pandemic,” Stanford President
Marc Tessier-Lavigne said in a
statement last week.
“It is encouraging that public
health conditions have improved
sufficiently that we can now welcome more people back to our
campuses,” Tessier-Lavigne said.
The restoration of access to
open spaces is the latest stage of
the campus’ reopening. Restrictions to the university’s arts district and the athletics zone were
lifted in April.
Access to many indoor facilities remain limited, however, in
order to maintain appropriate
health and safety precautions, the
university’s announcement stated.
Parking at the main campus returned this week to weekday enforcement for commuter and visitor parking. Most visitor spaces
are being enforced from 8 a.m.
to 4 p.m. on weekdays or according to posted signage. Most commuter spaces are being enforced
between 6 a.m. and 4 p.m.
Hourly visitor parking permits
are available for purchase through
the ParkMobile app or at transportation.stanford.edu, according
to the announcement.
While the public continued to
use the Dish hiking trail since last
fall, the one-way traffic flow that
was instituted to ensure physical distancing ended June 16.
Hikers are no longer required to
wear masks unless they cannot

maintain 6 feet of distance between themselves and those from
different households. People
should continue staying to the
right of the path unless passing,
the university advised.
Because the drinking fountain
at the Dish is turned off, visitors
are encouraged to bring their
own water. Hikers should also
avoid gathering in groups and use
the gate entrances according to
ground markings. Q
— Palo Alto Weekly staff
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66 N. San Antonio Rd., Los Altos • 650-948-0881 • DeMartiniOrchard.com
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APRICOTS
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¢
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SWEET AND JUICY
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4
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CHECK OUT OUR NEW ONLINE STORE
SHOP ONLINE FOR SAME-DAY PICK-UP OR DELIVERY
NO SUBSCRIPTIONS AND HAND PICKED BY OUR TRAINED STAFF.

SHOPDEMARTINI.COM

WATERMELON
SWEET & CRISP
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NAPA/CHINESE

CABBAGE
¢
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LB

OPEN DAILY 8AM-7PM • PRICES EFFECTIVE 6/16 thru 6/22
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Answers to this week’s puzzles, which can be found on page 31.

     
 

    

  

 

 Spacious Kitchen includes
o Beautiful wood cabinetry with abundant storage
o Granite counter tops
o Large Island with a second sink
o Thermador appliances
 Two central heat & air conditioning zones
 Hardwood floors
 Two gas fireplaces with starters
 Four bedrooms and three full bathrooms
 Custom closet organizers
 Built-in cabinetry

Listing Agent: Jane Volpe
DRE# 01330133
Cell: 650.380-4507
jane@midtownpaloalto.com



 Entertain/relax in the private picturesque backyard
o Soothing waterfall
o Granite gas fire pit
o Outdoor built-in gas grill
o Flagstone patio
 Plantation shutters
 Master bathroom with jacuzzi tube
 Electric car charger
 Walk to parks, coffee shops, community center
 Highly desirable Palo Alto schools
 Bike to Stanford, Google, and other businesses
 Easy access to all the bay area offers



OFFERED AT $3,798,000
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Arts & Entertainment
A weekly guide to music, theater, art, culture, books and more, edited by Karla Kane

Melissa Jones and Drew Benjamin Jones star in Los Altos Stage Company’s current production of “The Mercy Seat,” which is being livestreamed June 18-20. Courtesy
Los Altos Stage Company.

Los Altos Stage Company presents searing 9/11 drama
Livestreamed ‘Mercy Seat’ brings trauma home
By Janet Silver Ghent

O

n Sept. 12, 2001, Ben Harcourt, necktie loosened, sits
hunched on the sofa in a
Manhattan apartment. While images
of catastrophe flash across the screen,
the cellphone in his hand keeps ringing. But he stares into space, neither
answering nor calling. Then his lover
Abby Prescott, carrying groceries,
walks in, shuts off Ben’s phone and
asks, “So ... did you call?”
Ben means to, but he doesn’t.
Is it post-9/11 shock, survivor’s guilt or
something else? Does the crisis present an
opportunity to this couple? Can Ben, presumed dead on 9/11, take advantage of his
missing-person status and head into the
sunset with Abby? Will he phone home
and make a clean break with his wife, his
children and his mortgage? Will he return
to his former life and his office, if it’s still
there? Or will he sit paralyzed on his lover’s
sofa, unable to form a coherent decision?

“The Mercy Seat,” Neil LaBute’s acrimonious day-after drama brought to
your home by Los Altos Stage Company,
poses these questions. And since you’re
in your own living room watching this
livestreamed play, you have a choice: Sit
spellbound, as I did, or walk out of the
room, as did my husband.
The hour and a half, two-person drama, played without intermission, is both
mesmerizing and unrelenting. Picture Edward Albee’s “Who’s Afraid of Virginia
Woolf?” replete with expletives and explicit sex talk but without Albee’s prized
comic relief. This is “The Mercy Seat,”
ostensibly about redemption, according to
the biblical references, yet packed with
unremitting heaviness. And if you’ve
missed the point, the tragic TV news clips
and sirens echo the desolation onstage.
As a newscaster on the screen proclaims, “We are at war,” another war
takes place inside the apartment not far
from the twin towers. It’s the war between man and woman, and in this case
the woman seems to have the upper hand.
Melissa Jones plays Abby, a 40-ish alpha
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female both in her workplace and in the
relationship. She may not carry a whip,
but she shows no mercy. Jones’ real-life
husband Drew Benjamin Jones plays Ben,
Abby’s nerdly 30-ish subordinate whose
difficult choices sink him into inaction.
“That’s what I like about you, Ben,”
Abby says sardonically. “Your absolutely
rigid commitment to being a flake.” She
tells him he should change his name to
“But” because “there’s always a ‘but’
when you talk to Ben Harcourt.”
Yet in some ways, Ben may have the upper hand. If he were to return to his wife
and family in the suburbs, Abby would
be alone. And if he were to go AWOL,
would she join him, walking away from
her high-powered position?
When “The Mercy Seat” premiered off
Broadway in December 2002, starring
Liev Schreiber and Sigourney Weaver, the
play drew praise from New York critics. It
“casts a less-than-glowing light on man’s
dark side in the face of disaster,” wrote
Robert Dominguez of the Daily News.
By bringing this dark drama into our
homes at the tail end of a pandemic, when

audiences are more likely to be ready for
something uplifting, Los Altos Stage
Company is taking a chance, artistically
speaking. This provocative play, pitted
with brutal language and graphic sexual
references, is not exactly a crowd-pleaser.
But the gripping drama, admirably directed by Los Altos Stage Company Production Manager Allie Bailey, is a brilliant
theater piece.
Gary Landis, the company’s executive
artistic director, takes on the challenges of
sound, lighting, set design and livestreaming, adapting a stage drama to the small
screen. This powerfully performed play
offers a window into the tough choices
men and women make, or avoid, amid difficult times. And if you can’t stand the
heat onstage, you’re already home.
Remaining performances of “The Mercy Seat” will be livestreamed Friday, June
18, and Saturday, June 19, at 7 p.m. and at
2 p.m. on Sunday, June 20. Tickets are $30
per device. More information is available
at losaltosstage.org. Q
Email Contributing Writer Janet Silver
Ghent at ghentwriter@gmail.com.

680 Yosemite Ave. – Downtown Mountain View

Prime Location
Offered at $3,898,000
This stunning home exudes timeless appeal combined with fresh
updates, located in the desirable downtown area of old Mountain
View, just a few steps away from popular Castro St. The two-story
English Tudor style home begins with stunning towering roof
peaks accented by original true divided-light windows. Continue
inside to freshly painted interiors in a crisp custom designer palette
of color, soaring ceilings, classic millwork, beautiful wood flooring.

At A Glance
•
•
•
•

Built in 1923 • 4 bedrooms / 3 baths
Approx. sq. ft. 3,119 +/- of living space
Approx. sq. ft. 7,700 +/- lot
Substantial Property Tax Savings

Take a 3D tour at:

www.680Yosemite.com

Tom Correia
DRE 01352555

650.823.5441 tomcorreia.com
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Courtesy Aubrie Pick/ Wildseed

Eating Out
For its Neatball Masala, Wildseed pairs lentil and mushroom
“neatballs” with warm super grains, coconut masala, pickled
carrots and tzatziki.

Vegan eatery will take over the Mayfield Bakery space at Town & Country
By Heather Zimmerman
after a little more than a decade in
Palo Alto.
Jonathan Banasky, marketing
manager for Back of the House,
the restaurant group behind Wildseed, confirmed in an email that
the restaurant is planning its second location at the Town & Country Village, and said that the Palo
Alto Wildseed is targeted to open

day-caring
At our custom-built facility in Mountain
View, we provide day-caring for your
aging loved one along with:

• Enrichment activities & socializing
• Nursing care & health monitoring
• Nutritious, tasty lunches & snacks
• Onsite therapies & group exercise
• Transportation to/from center
Now Enrolling!
Book your tour and get a free gift upon
visit — must mention Promo Code PAW.

Quality day-caring for Your Aging Loved One!
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The Wildseed Burger is a mushroom and spinach patty topped with
grilled onions, tomato chutney and chipotle aioli.

Courtesy Aubrie Pick/ Wildseed

(650) 289-5499 • www.avenidas.org/care

Wildseed’s rigatoni Bolognese includes chard, mushrooms and
Impossible Burger ground beef. Several Wildseed dishes feature
plant-based proteins made by the Impossible Foods company.

Courtesy Aubrie Pick/ Wildseed

Friendly, compassionate daytime
care and health support provided by
Avenidas Rose Kleiner Center staff
members to frail older adults.

“in late summer or early fall 2021.”
Back of the House counts San
Francisco-based restaurants such
as Beretta, Delarosa, El Techo, Lolinda, Starbelly, Super Duper Burgers and Uno Dos Tacos among its
portfolio.
Wildseed’s original location is
in San Francisco’s Cow Hollow
neighborhood. The concept seems
like a good fit for Palo Alto, according to Back of the House founder
and CEO, Adriano Paganini.
“In general, the people of Palo
Alto tend to be health conscious
and care about the environment,
which is the perfect clientele for
Wildseed. We feel that we are going to be embraced with open arms
by the community,” Paganini said
in an email.
Additionally, the location at
Town & Country, he said, “was
appealing to us because it has a
neighborhood-like, community
feel to it.”
Banasky couldn’t confirm details of the menu for the Palo Alto
location, but said it’s likely to include some overlap with the San
Francisco menu.
“We’re still working on the
menu, but it will likely feature several of the same dishes from the
original Wildseed as well as some
new ones with a focus on fresh, local ingredients,” he said.
The menu for Wildseed’s San
Francisco location, which is “100%
plant-based,” includes shared plates,
salads, entrees, bowls and pizzas.
The menu reflects a variety of
cuisines — Mexican corn cakes,
beet poke — and features particularly strong nods to Indian flavors,
with dishes that include masala dal
soup, curried cauliflower and spicy
yellow curry — and Italian, Mediterranean and Middle Eastern influences — pizza, rigatoni Bolognese and a shared mezze plate with
falafel, hummus and baba ganoush.
Wildseed’s menu doesn’t eschew
meat substitutes as some vegetarian or vegan spots do. The BBQ
Plate features Impossible sausage,
and anyone craving a plant-based
burger can choose between a more
traditional veggie burger featuring
a mushroom and spinach patty or
Wildseed’s take on the Impossible
Burger, which it tops with grilled
onion, chipotle aioli, tomatoes and
gem lettuce. For more information,
visit wildseedsf. Q
Email Assitant Editor Heather
Zimmerman at hzimmerman@
paweekly.com.

Courtesy Aubrie Pick/ Wildseed

an Francisco eatery Wildseed is bringing its diverse
plant-based cuisine to the
Peninsula. The restaurant plans to
open a second location in Palo Alto
at the Town & Country Village in
the space previously occupied by
Mayfield Bakery at 855 El Camino
Real. Mayfield Bakery shuttered
during the pandemic last summer

Baby cucumbers, macadamia, ponzu and garlic seaweed crackers
accompany finely sliced beets in Wildseed’s beet poke dish.

JUST LISTED
Open House

|

Saturday & Sunday 1-5pm
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1830 White Oak Drive, Menlo Park C A 94 02 5
Rare opportunity to live on one of the loveliest streets in
central Menlo Park. This home was completely renovated
in 2001. Meticulously planned with the ﬁnest construction
materials and recognized for incorporating an impressive
array of environmental and energy saving elements. Enter
through an elegant foyer with walnut ﬂoor inlay. Living room
opens up to a gorgeous courtyard. Gleaming 3 inch, quartersawn red oak ﬂoors throughout the entire house including in
the gourmet kitchen which boasts vaulted
ceilings, skylights, energy-efﬁcient appliances,
cherry wood cabinetry and a large island with
seating. Connecticut, blue-stone terrace with
built-in ﬁre pit for gathering friends. Fruit trees
and roses galore!

www.1830whiteoak.com
OFFERED AT $4,988,000

Keyko Pintz
Realtor

Olivia Pintz
Realtor

650.224.9815
kpintz@intero.com
DRE #02011298

650.888.6878
opintz@intero.com
DRE #02051033

All designs are Copyright Verge Collective, Inc., and are templates intended to guide licensed associates properly associated with a licensed brokerage. This material is intended as informational only and not
as a solicitation. All information contained has been provided by the Realtor and even where intended to be reliable is in no case a guarantee to accuracy of the information contained including but not limited
to condition, lot size, square footage, or other features of the property. All of this information should be independently veriﬁed by personal inspection and by hiring the appropriate professionals. This is not a
solicitation if you are listed with another broker.
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35 Ralston Road, Atherton

5 bedrooms | 6 bathrooms | 2 powder rooms | + Guest House
Main residence - 10,604 sf | Guest house - 575 sf | Garage - 484 sf
• Exquisite formal entertaining - 22’ high Foyer,
grand Living Room with bar, inviting Dining
Room and wood-paneled Library

:RUNIURPKRPHÀH[LELOLW\RIIHUHGZLWKIXOO\
IXUQLVKHGKRPHRI¿FH FRQYHUWHGPDLQOHYHO
bedroom suite)

• Complemented by casual entertaining Great Room Kitchen, Home Theater Room,
Recreation Room with pool table and bar, Gym
and Wine Cellar

• Guest house studio with full kitchen, pantry, gas
¿UHSODFHIXOOEDWKURRPSOXVRXWGRRUVKRZHU
• Two security gates, 2-car garage and expansive
circular drive for sports and guest parking

• Newer construction completed in 2014
• Outdoor enjoyment found on approximately
one acre private property featuring a sparkling
pool, pool house, built-in BBQ island and
extensive patio area, putting green, rose gardens,
vegetable and fruit gardens supported by well
for irrigation

Listed at $16,800,000
www.35Ralston.com
650.245.8890
Marybeth.dorst@compass.com
MarybethDorst.com
DRE# 01345542
Compass is a licensed real estate broker and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. All material presented herein is intended for informational purposes only. Information is compiled from sources deemed reliable
but is subject to errors, omissions, changes in price, condition, sale, or withdraw without notice. No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footages are approximate. Exact
dimensions can be obtained by retaining the services of an architect or engineer. This is not intended to solicit property already listed.
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17259 Clearview Drive, Los Gatos
Offered at $4,698,000 · 5BR/4.5BA · Home ±3,697 sf · Lot ±0.33 acres
Nestled alongside the golf course of La Rinconada Country Club, this residence built in 2017 presents a
masterful blend of farmhouse style and contemporary elegance. Details like 10 foot ceilings, 8 foot doors,
and oversized Andersen windows accentuate the spacious breeziness of the interiors. Entertain in formal
gathering rooms, work from home in the private office, or unwind in a sun-lit great room with walnut floors
and 13.5 foot cathedral ceilings. Guest bedrooms with private baths are situated on both levels. Expansive
rear terrace includes covered dining patio, gas fire-pit, grilling station and outdoor speakers. Immaculate
grounds beautifully landscaped with custom additions like a bocce ball court and edible gardens.

17259ClearviewDr.com

MaryJoMcCarthy.com
640 Oak Grove Avenue, Menlo Park
Each office is independently owned and operated.

Mary Jo McCarthy
650.400.6364
mj.mccarthy@ggsir.com
Lic. #01354295
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“Amazing knowledge of the
city, the candidates and the
issues...Truly a public service
to the citizens of Palo Alto.”
— CALIFORNIA JOURNALISM AWARDS JUDGE’S COMMENTS

HELP US CONTINUE
BRINGING YOU
AWARD-WINNING
JOURNALISM.

Become a member
today and uphold
democracy tomorrow.
Join us at PaloAltoOnline.com/subscribe.
Checks for $120 annual memberships may also be mailed to 450 Cambridge Ave., Palo Alto 94306
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Across
1 Concession stand drinks
6 Tugs
11 Shot in the arm
14 Authoritative decree
15 “You’re ___ and don’t even know it”
16 Need to square up with
17 Compliant “Transformers” director?
19 Milliner’s product
20 Printer refill
21 Coast-to-coast vacation, maybe
22 “(You’re) Having My Baby” singer Paul
23 Sheepish sounds
24 Orchestra woodwinds
25 Beach atmosphere
28 Sapphire novel on which the film
“Precious” was based
29 T, e.g.
30 Allowed past the door
35 “Lara Croft: ___ Raider”
36 Showing little emotion
37 Roman emperor after Claudius
38 Mixed vegetables ingredient, maybe
40 Laundry day target
41 Distant lead-in
42 Car accessory
43 ___ pastry (eclair basis)
45 Five-iron nickname
48 Architect Ludwig Mies van der ___
49 Casino customer
50 Bearded zoo animal
53 Intent
54 Pop soloist familiar with the Egyptian
underworld?
56 “Don’t text and drive,” e.g.
57 Optimal
58 Come together
59 RR stop
60 Teacher’s summons
61 Printer refill

“Just Ir-ish”-- oh, whatever. By Matt Jones

This week’s SUDOKU

3

9 2
1

1

5

3

2
7

4
6

4
3
4
Down
1 Big rig
2 Mythological deity with two ravens
3 Nickname for Nixon
4 German grumble
5 Illuminated, as at night
6 “Big Three” conference site of 1945
7 “To reach ___, we must sail ...” (FDR quote)
8 “Dona ___ pacem” (Mass phrase)
9 Hold onto
10 Mess of a spot
11 Unfortunate tractor inventor?
12 Up
13 Software versions still being tested
18 At any point

5
8

8

Answers on page 22.

8
7

1
2
9 6

7

Answers on page 22.

22 Kind of ballot
23 Potato chip flavor
24 In circulation
25 They haven’t flown for 18 years
26 Self-help Internet site
27 Disappointing “Save Me” singersongwriter?
28 File on a phone
30 “What am ___ do?”
31 Mail motto word
32 “F9” actor/producer Diesel
33 Reggae Sunsplash adjective
34 Taboo
36 Biol. or ecol.
39 Prom piece

9

www.sudoku.name

40 Foments
42 Pest greeting
43 Vegas game with rolls
44 Raise, as a flag
45 Battle royale
46 George Peppard TV series, with “The”
47 Mode of fashion
49 “I’ll ___ my time”
50 Hang on tight?
51 “Last ___” (The Strokes song)
52 Tablet owner
54 Prefix with information
55 ___ nutshell
©2021 Jonesin’ Crosswords (jonesincrosswords@gmail.com)

The best hearing requires a lens
Join us for a complimentary consultation and personalized sound demo

Earlens improves
speech recognition
by 25%*

Participants in an
independent study
preferred the
Earlens extended
bandwidth 8:1*

Earlens brings
listeners 16x closer
to normal hearing in
the critically important
high frequencies*

Earlens delivers
a frequency range
2.5x broader
than conventional
hearing aids**

*Folkeard et. Al. “Detection, Speech Recognition, Loudness, and Preference Outcomes with a Direct Drive Hearing Aid: Effects of Bandwidth.
'DWDRQĆOHDW(DUOHQV

Unlike traditional hearing aids that just make sounds louder through a speaker, Earlens offers the
world’s only nonsurgical lens to directly vibrate the eardrum. Join us during this special event to learn
why we were named one of TIME Magazine’s Top 100 Inventions of 2020. Find out how you might
EHQHĆWWKURXJKDFRPSOLPHQWDU\FRQVXOWDWLRQ

Get a gift card
worth up to
$1,000*

Complimentary Private Consultations with a Sound Demo
Wednesday, June 30
Earlens Hearing Center - 4055 Campbell Avenue, Menlo Park
Call (650) 417-9856 or visit earlensevents.com/630PAW to reserve your spot.
Spaces are limited. COVID protocols will be followed. Call now to RSVP.

3DWLHQWVPD\EHHOLJLEOHIRUD9LVDJLIWFDUGRIXSWRSHUHDUDIWHUWKHĆWWLQJRSWLPL]DWLRQSHULRGKDVFRQFOXGHGWKH(DUOHQVV\VWHPKDVQRWEHHQUHWXUQHGDQGIXOOSD\PHQW
KDVEHHQUHPLWWHGRURWKHUZLVHĆQDQFHG3OHDVHFDOOWKHSUDFWLFHIRUGHWDLOV2IIHUYDOLGIRUFDVKSD\FXVWRPHUVRQO\2IIHULVQRWYDOLGIRUDQ\KHDULQJDLGUHLPEXUVHGLQZKROHRU
in part by any third-party payor such as insurance, Medicare, Medicaid, the VA, TriCare, or any similar federal or state program.
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Considering Your Next Move?
Better Together.

CarolNicoleandJames.com

552 KELLOGG AVENUE, PALO ALTO
Exceptional 4 bedroom/3.5 bath+odTOppdoyW__OVdaOoOJtW_sWboOOKspBz_Opp
MOpWUbBbMK_BppWKBoKVWsOKstoB_MOsBW_psVBsWbK_tMOzO__ølodldosWdbOModdapÛVWUV
KOW_WbUpÛVBbMpdaOaW__zdo^BbMzddMddopà
2VO^WsKVObTOBstoOppsBWb_OppBll_WBbKOpÛp_OO^J_BK^KdtbsOopBbMKoWplzVWsO
KBJWbOso|WbK_tMWbUMOKdoBsWyOU_BppMddopÛWMOB_TdoMWpl_B|à
The upper-level bedrooms have vaulted ceilings and distinctive diamond-paned
zWbMdzpBbMWbK_tMOBodaBbsWKdzbOopĆptWsOzWsVoOl_BKOBbMplBø_W^OJBsVzWsV
steam shower and soaking tub.
Natural light streams into the lower-level family room from a bank of windows and
U_BppMddopà2VOoOWpBbBM]dWbWbUsVJOModdaBbMdTKOÛBbMBbBMMWsWdbB_pOlBoBsO
dTKOBoOBKdal_OsOzWsVJtW_søWbpà
The home is surrounded by a magical private garden that provides an ideal
environment for relaxation or entertainment. Detached garage converted to versatile
use studio.
oOBa_dKBsWdbK_dpOsd dzbsdzbÛO{KO__ObspKVdd_pÛBbMlBo^pà

Living Area: 3,987 Sq. Ft. *
Lot Size: 5,958 Sq. Ft. *
Offered at $7,395,000 | 552Kellogg.com

Carol Carnevale

Nicole Aron

James Steele

650.465.5958
carol.carnevale@compass.com
DRE 00946687

650.740.7954
nicole.aron@compass.com
DRE 00952657

650.796.2523
james.steele@compass.com
DRE 01872027

#oÛB__dTtpBs CarolNicoleandJames@Compass.com
Compass is the brand name used for services provided by one or more of the Compass group of subsidiary companies. Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws.
WKObpO!taJOoà__aBsOoWB_loOpObsOMVOoOWbWpWbsObMOMTdoWbTdoaBsWdbB_ltoldpOpdb_|BbMWpKdalW_OMTodapdtoKOpMOOaOMoO_WBJ_OJtsVBpbdsJOObyOoWOMà VBbUOpWbloWKOÛKdbMWsWdbÛpB_OdozWsVMoBzB_aB|JOaBMO
zWsVdtsbdsWKOà!dpsBsOaObsWpaBMOBpsdBKKtoBK|dTBb|MOpKoWlsWdbà__aOBptoOaObspBbMpntBoOTddsBUOBoOBllod{WaBsOÖ+Oo dtbs|.OKdoMpÛtbyOoWOMà
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