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Celebrating Our Physicians for
Exceptional Patient Satisfaction
Stanford Medicine physicians are extraordinary in many ways. We are celebrating exceptional physicians who
have some of the highest patient satisfaction scores in the country. The individuals listed below have been ranked
by their patients as performing better than 85% of other physicians in the United States. Congratulations to each
of these fantastic doctors, and to all providers who provide outstanding patient care.
Aglaia Kaissa De Boer, MD
Aijaz Ahmed, MD
Alan Ching-Yuen Yeung, MD
Albert Chiou, MD
Alexander Pham, MD
Allison Kurian, MD
Allison Naiquan Zhang, MD
Amanda Cheung, MD
Amer Karam Karam, MD
Amy Jean Voedisch, MD
Anand Veeravagu, MD
Andrew John Sweatt, MD
Andrew Nevins, MD
Ann Caroline Fisher, MD
Anuradha Jayant Phadke, MD
Arash Momeni, MD
Arthur Sung, MD
Artis Ann Montague, MD, PhD
Atman Desai, MD
Atulkumar Thakorlal Shah, MD
Audra Horomanski, MD
Babak Litkouhi, MD
Babak Razavi, MD, PhD
Baldeep Singh, MD
Benjamin Inbeh Chung, MD
Benjamin Peter Erickson, MD
Bernard J Drury, MD
Beth Michelle Beadle, MD
Brendan Christopher Visser, MD
Can Jiang, MD
Carol Madellaine Marquez, MD
Catherine Mills Curtin, MD
Charlene Chow, PA-C
Chen Wang, MD
Chih-Kwang Sung, MD
Christopher Bruce Lock, MD
Christopher Nguyen Ta, MD
Clare Moynihan, MD
Colin Richard Lenihan, MD
Corinna Clio Zygourakis, MD
David Alan Spain, MD
David Franklin Fiorentino, MD
David Henchi Liang, MD
David Joseph Iberri, MD
David Patrick Lee, MD
David Thom, MD, PhD
Deborah Sellmeyer, MD
Dilbir Sekhon, NP
Dong In Sinn, MD
Edmund John Harris, MD
Edward Emanuel Manche, MD
Edward Joseph Damrose, MD
Eila Curlee Skinner, MD
Elana Nuthals, NP
Electron Kebebew, MD
Elisabeth Jenefer Diver, MD
Elizabeth Anne Reilly, DPM
Ellen Chuang, MD
Elsie Gyang Ross, MD
Eri Fukaya, MD
Floyd Christopher Holsinger, MD
Francois Haddad, MD

Gabriel Mannis, MD
Garret Morris, MD
Gary Kenneth Steinberg, MD
Gary Steven Fanton, MD
George Fisher, MD
George King-Tso Lui, MD
George Poultsides, MD
Gordon Bae, MD
Gordon Ho-Wan Li, MD
Gordon Lee, MD
Grace Eng, MD
Graham Abra, MD
Harcharan Singh Gill, MD
Harmeet Singh Bedi, MD
Heather Wakelee, MD
Helen Margaret Bronte-Stewart, MD
Hokuto Morita, MD
Ian Joseph Nelligan, MD, MPH
Irene Leonor Wapnir, MD
Irene Sonu, MD
Jacinda Beth Sampson, MD
Jaime Rodriquez Lopez, MD
Jaimie Macdonald Henderson, MD
James Brooks, MD
James Chang, MD
James Irvin Huddleston, MD
Janice Lin, MD
Jason Gotlib, MD
Jay Bakul Shah, MD
Jean Y Tang, MD
Jeffrey Edward Dunn, MD
Jennifer Kim,
Jennifer Kylien Chen, MD
Jison Hong, MD
John Clarke, MD
John Jay Jernick, MD
John Kevin Ratliff, MD
John Schroeder, MD
Joshua H Levin, MD
Joshua James Mooney, MD
Joshua Michael Spin, MD, PhD
Juan Carlos Fernandez-Miranda, MD
Julie Chen, MD
Juno Obedin-Maliver, MD
Justin Meng Ko, MD
Kaniksha Desai, MD
Kate Ayers Shaw, MD
Kathan Hickey Vollrath, MD
Kathleen Anne Kenny, MD
Kathleen Lombard Poston, MD
Kenneth Kenji Sakamoto, MD
Kerri Elyse Rieger, MD, PhD
Khoa Thomas Anh Pham, MD
Kim Chiang, MD
Kimberly Sue Stone, MD
Kiranbir Josan, MD
Kristen Steenerson, MD
Laura Irene Vaughan, MD
Laura Ruffo, NP
Lauren Maeda, MD
Laurence Katznelson, MD
Laurice Yang, MD
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Lawrence Mcglynn, MD
Lawrence Mendel Shuer, MD
Linda Anh Nguyen, MD
Lindsay Simpson, NP
Lisa Ann Orloff, MD
Loretta Belle Chou, MD
Lucas Boyd Kipp, MD
Lynn Million, MD
Maria Alexandrovna Aleshin, MD
Marilyn Tan, MD
Marina Basina, MD
Mark F Berry, MD
Martha Chung-Sang Man, MD
Mary Hawn, MD
Masataka Kawana, MD
Matthew Baker, MD
Matthew Jonathon Murphy, MD
Matthew Lewis, MD
Maxwell Greene, MD
Meghan Brady Marmor, MD
Meghan Mullen Dickman, MD
Melaine Hayden-Gephart, MD
Meredith J. Barad, MD
Michael B Fowler, MBBS
Michael Fredericson, MD
Michael Gardner, MD
Michael Jay Kaplan, MD
Michael Joseph Bellino, MD
Michaela Liedtke, MD
Ming-Chih J Kao, MD
Mohan Nallicheri Viswanathan, MD
Nada Hindiyeh, MD
Nam Bui, MD
Nancy Morioka-Douglas, MD
Nawal Atwan Johansen, MD
Neel Gupta, MD
Neelam Goyal, MD
Nicholas James Leeper, MD
Nikolas Hans Blevins, MD
Niushen Zhang, MD
Olga Fedin Goldberg, MD
Olivia Dew Joan Jee, MD
Omid Saeed Tehrani, MD, PhD
Paden Danielle Angelo, MD
Patrick Swift, MD
Paul J Wang, MD
Paul Kwo, MD
Paul Mccaffrey Ford, MD
Peter Galatin, MD, PhD
Philip Hanno, MD
Philip Nnamdi Okafor, MD
Philip Grant, MD
Quynh-Thu Xuan Le, MD
Rafael Pelayo, MD
Randall H Vagelos, MD
Ranjana Advani, MD
Raymundo Pena Punzalan, MD
Rebecca Kate Miller-Kuhlmann, MD
Reza Vaezeafshar, MD
Richard Hoppe, MD
Rika Umeda Bajra, MD
Risheen Reejhsinghani, MD

Robert Louis Dodd, MD, PhD
Robert Scott Millard, MD
Robert T Isom, MD
Robson Capasso, MD
Ronald Lee Dalman, MD
Rondeep Brar, MD
Rustin Massoudi, MD
Ryan Edward Derby, MD
Ryan Van Wert, MD
Safwan Salim Jaradeh, MD
Sandra Tsai, MD
Sang-Ick Chang, MD
Sanjiv Narayan, MD
Sarah Streett, MD
Scott Soltys, MD
Shagufta Shaheen, MD
Shannon Jeanine Beres, MD
Sharon Sha, MD
Sharon Wei Hung, MD
Shehla Admani, MD
Sheila Lahijani, MD
Shirin Yasaman Jimenez, MD
Simon Laurence Conti, MD
Srikanth Muppidi, MD
Stanford Shoor, MD
Stanley Glenn Rockson, MD
Stanley Yung Chuan Liu, MD, DDS
Stephen Dennis Coleman, MD
Steven Chang, MD
Steven Sadao Isono, MD
Suejin S Kim, MD
Sukhmani Padda, MD
Sumaira Zareen Aasi, MD
Sun H Kim, MD
Sunil Reddy, MD
Takudzwa Shumba, MD
Tami Daugherty, MD
Tamiko Katsumoto, MD
Thomas Chen, MD
Thomas J Blumenfeld, MD
Thomas Joseph Wilson, MD
Thomas Zikos, MD
Timothy Chang, MD
Timothy Robert Mcadams, MD
Tracy Ann Rydel, MD
Tyler Johnson, MD
Valerie Sugiyama, MD
Valerie Tsui-Wan Chan Teng, MD
Vanessa Gulla, MD
Vasu Divi, MD
Veronica Elisa Santini, MD
Vinh Lam, MD
Vivian Shih, MD
Wendy Caceres, MD
William Fuller Fearon, MD
William Joseph Maloney, MD
William Lewis, MD
Xingxing Shelley Cheng, MD
Yaping Joyce Liao, MD, PhD
Yashaar Chaichian, MD
Youn-Hee Kim, MD
Yu Kuang Lai, MD

181 WALTER HAYS DRIVE, PALO ALTO

3 BEDROOMS | 2 BATHROOMS | 1,932 SF HOME | 6,349 SF LOT

BY APPT ONLY

Inviting, yet private, home with a gorgeous Mary Gordon garden in the wonderful Green Gables neighborhood. This elegant & sophisticated home, designed
by nationally renowned and award winning Lee Copeland, includes a formal entry with skylight, kitchen/family room with breakfast nook, living room with
ŜTGRNCEGFKPKPICTGCYKVJCEEGUUVQCPFYCNNUQHYKPFQYUQXGTNQQMKPIVJGDGCWVKHWNICTFGP6JGRTKOCT[GPUWKVGQřGTUCURCEKQWUYCNMKPENQUGVCPFVJG
JQOGDQCUVUCPKPURKTKPINKDTCT[VJCVEQWNFUGTXGCUCVJDGFTQQO'PEJCPVKPICPFOCVWTGNCPFUECRKPIKPENWFGUCJCPFUQOGQřUGVDTKEMYCNMYC[CPFRCVKQ
OWNVKRNGUKVVKPICTGCUCPFCO[TKCFQHNQXGN[RNCPVUKPENWFKPIECOGNKCUC\CNGCURKVVQURQTWORQFQECTRUCPFCNQXGN[GURCNKGTVTGGD[VJGHTQPVGPVT[ECT
garage with large storage room; 6,349 sq.ft. lot. Centrally located and in close proximity to the Main Library, Palo Alto Art Center, Children’s Library, Children’s
Jr. Museum & Zoo, parks and excellent public schools (Duveneck Elementary, Greene Middle, Palo Alto High).

OFFERED AT $3,598,000 | 181WALTERHAYS.COM

6JKUKPHQTOCVKQPYCUUWRRNKGFD[VJKTFRCTV[UQWTEGU5CNGU#UUQEKCVGDGNKGXGUVJKUKPHQTOCVKQPKUEQTTGEVDWVJCUPQVXGTKŔGFVJKUKPHQTOCVKQPCPFCUUWOGUPQNGICN
TGURQPUKDKNKV[HQTKVUCEEWTCE[$W[GTUJQWNFXGTKH[CEEWTCE[CPFKPXGUVKICVGVQ$W[GTɜUQYPUCVKUHCEVKQP

650.303.5511 | brianchancellor.com | brianc@sereno.com | DRE 01174998
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Woodside 3-acre Estate
340 Kings Mountain Rd, Woodside
PENDING SALE
• 3 gorgeous acres with western hills views
• 3-bedroom 3-bathroom main house
• 1-bedroom guest house and a 1-bedroom “Vintner’s cottage”

Listed at $3,998,000 • Represented Seller & Buyer

Sean Foley
9ddMpWMO.dBMÛ
9ddMpWMOÛ 
REALTOR® | DRE 00870112

650.207.6005
sean.foley@compass.com
Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Numbers 01079009 and 01272467. All material presented herein is intended for informational purposes only and is compiled
TodapdtoKOpMOOaOMoO_WBJ_OJtsVBpbdsJOObyOoWOMà VBbUOpWbloWKOÛKdbMWsWdbÛpB_OdozWsVMoBzB_aB|JOaBMOzWsVdtsbdsWKOà!dpsBsOaObsWpaBMOBpsdBKKtoBK|dTBb|MOpKoWlsWdbà__aOBptoOaObspBbMpntBoOTddsBUOBoOBllod{WaBsOà
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Upfront

Local news, information and analysis

Palo Alto backs away from service cuts
Bulls edge out bears as City Council
splits over budgeting strategies
By Gennady Sheyner

J

ust two weeks ago, Palo
Alto’s financial picture was
looking grim and the City
Council was staring at the prospect of a second consecutive
year of budget cuts and service
reductions.

On Monday night, however,
council members sounded a more
optimistic note as they moved
to overturn most of budget cuts
that City Manager Ed Shikada
included in his proposed budget for fiscal year 2022 — a list

that included the closure of three
neighborhood libraries, elimination of five police officer positions and reduced support for
popular community institutions
such as the Palo Alto Art Center
and the Children’s Theatre. Instead, the council took a decidedly bullish approach Monday
as it voted to not only reverse the
proposed budget cuts but to also
increase funding for nonprofits

that provide social services and
to boost a project that has been
stuck in limbo for over a decade:
the restoration of the Roth Building at 300 Homer Ave.
The council agreed to spend
more and cut less following a
wide-ranging debate that featured a series of 4-3 votes. To
avert the cuts, the four members
in the council majority opted to
use about 60% of the city’s $13.7

million allocation from the American Rescue Plan Act in fiscal year
2022, leaving the remainder for
2023. By the same vote, the council agreed to tap into fees from the
Stanford University Medical Center development agreement and
impact fees to refurbish the Roth
Building, which has long been envisioned as the future home of the
(continued on page 38)

PUBLIC HEALTH

Santa Clara
County
upgrades to
yellow tier
COVID-19 cases are
dropping dramatically
By Sue Dremann
anta Clara County moved
to the state’s yellow tier
on Wednesday, the leastrestrictive level for reopening
during the pandemic. The county
also rescinded its October Risk
Reduction Order, which put additional limits on businesses to
protect employees.
“We have a clear path out of this
pandemic,” county Health Officer
Dr. Sara Cody said during a press
conference in San Jose on Tuesday.
“For the first time, I feel optimistic. For a while, it seemed uncertain to me whether the vaccines or
the variants would win. And now
it looks like ‘Team Vaccine’ will
come out on top,” she said.
The county’s graduation to the
yellow tier comes after a longfought battle to get as many people vaccinated as possible. As of
Tuesday, 75% of residents ages 16
and older have received at least
one shot; 60% are fully vaccinated, she said.
The county’s average daily
COVID-19 case rate on May 15
was two per 100,000 persons, a
drop from eight per 100,000 one
month ago.
The yellow tier in the state’s
Blueprint for a Safer Economy
allows expanded indoor capacity
at restaurants, gyms, movie theaters, businesses and many other
operations. Bars that don’t serve
food can reopen indoors with a
maximum capacity of 25% or 100
people, whichever is fewer.

S
Magali Gauthier

Through a GoFundMe campaign, Palo Alto residents Rohit and Kanika Mediratta have raised more than half a million dollars for
medical equipment to treat people in India infected with COVID-19.

COMMUNITY

Fighting COVID’s second wave
Palo Alto couple is battling on behalf of family and colleagues in India

A

t the peak of India’s second COVID-19 wave in
the beginning of May,
the country set a world record
by reporting more than 400,000
daily new cases, while experts
cautioned that, even then, cases
were going severely underreported. The number of daily
deaths exploded from 91 on
March 1, when it seemed like
the country had a hold on the
virus, to 4,329 on May 17.
Neighboring countries have
since had to brace for the

By Lloyd Lee
reverberations of India’s health
crisis — some banning travel to
the country while others that depended on Indian-manufactured
vaccines are turning elsewhere.
Kanika and Rohit Mediratta
were 8,000 miles away in Palo
Alto when they heard about the
unfolding crisis that was severely burdening India’s health care
infrastructure around mid-April.
Rohit’s brother, who is a neurosurgeon at a prominent hospital in Delhi, one of the epicenters of India’s second wave, was

telling the Medirattas that all
admissions had stopped and his
hospital could only conduct lifesaving emergency surgeries. All
the beds were taken, and no oxygen was available, he told them.
“That got us worried about
what was happening there and
we wanted to do something and
make a difference if we could,”
Kanika said.
The Medirattas sprang into
action.
On April 21, the Palo Alto
couple began a fundraising

campaign through GoFundMe
and their own website at covidreliefindia.com. The goal:
raise as much money as they
can to buy as many oxygen
concentrators for COVID-19
patients in India.
As the Medirattas learned in
the first week of the campaign,
however, doing so as full-time
employees with two kids and
coordinating with India’s time
zone, which is 12½ hours ahead
of Pacific time, wasn’t an easy
endeavor.
“A lot of our work starts
around 9 o’clock at night, when
people in India come online, and
we’ll work until 2 or 3 in the
morning,” Kanika said. “Then
we get up around 6:30 a.m. to
(continued on page 40)

(continued on page 14)
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Upfront
450 Cambridge Ave., Palo Alto, CA 94306
(650) 326-8210

QUOTE OF THE WEEK

PUBLISHER
William S. Johnson (223-6505)
EDITORIAL

Software Quality Assurance Engineer
Sunnyvale, CA, General Motors. Design &test solutions of

Editor Jocelyn Dong (223-6514)
Associate Editor Linda Taaffe (223-6511)
Sports Editor Rick Eymer (223-6516)

embedded syss for in vehicle infotainment sys CSM &Virtual

Assistant Sports Editor Glenn Reeves (223-6521)

Cockpit Unit. Dvlp test procedures using C/C++ &Python,

Arts & Entertainment Editor Karla Kane (223-6517)

on Ubuntu-Linux &Android OS, in Android framework, &Git,

Home & Real Estate Editor
Heather Zimmerman (223-6515)

Gerrit, Jenkins, DOORS NG, IBM RTC/RQM, PyCharm, VSpy,

Express & Digital Editor Jamey Padojino
(223-6524)

Wireshark &QXDM tools. Enhance existing test automation
environment for Green Hills Sanity testing, CPU memory
usage, Stress, UX &sys KPIs. Automate test cases using Pytest.
Test Apps over different Android platforms &its functionalities
incldg Bluetooth, Wi-Fi, Audio, Power Mode, RVC, Media,
Navigation, OnStar, Chimes, Climate Control, Android Auto
&CarPlay. Maintain infotainment test eqpmnt &manage test
setup for current &new psgr vehicles. Dvlp tests in Python
Electrical or Computer Engrg, or related. 12 mos exp as
Engineer, performing programming in C/C++ or Python for

Embarcadero Media Staff Writers Kate Bradshaw
(223-6536), Kevin Forestieri (223-6535), Angela
Swartz (223-6529)
Chief Visual Journalist Magali Gauthier (223-6530)
Visual Journalist Intern Daniela Beltran

Contributors Chrissi Angeles, Mike Berry,
Carol Blitzer, Peter Canavese, Edward Gerard Fike,
Yoshi Kato, Chris Kenrick, Jack McKinnon,
Sheryl Nonnenberg, John Orr, Monica Schreiber,
Jay Thorwaldson
ADVERTISING
Vice President Sales & Marketing
Tom Zahiralis (223-6570)

&Wireshark tools to analyze network logs, or related. Mail

Multimedia Advertising Sales
Elaine Clark (223-6572), Connie Jo Cotton (223-6571)

resume to Ref#180-205, GM Global Mobility, 300 Renaissance

Real Estate Advertising Sales
Neal Fine (223-6583)
Digital Marketing Representative
Rosemary Lewkowitz (223-6585)
Legal Advertising Alicia Santillan (223-6578)

Advertising deadline is Tuesday at noon.
To place an ad or get a quote,
contact Kevin Legarda at 650.223.6597
or email digitalads@paweekly.com.

ADVERTISING SERVICES
Advertising Services Manager
Kevin Legarda (223-6597)
Sales & Production Coordinator
Diane Martin (223-6584)
DESIGN
Design & Production Manager
Kristin Brown (223-6562)
Senior Designers Linda Atilano, Paul Llewellyn
Designers Kevin Legnon, Amy Levine,
Douglas Young
BUSINESS

Leadership
Palo Alto

LEADERSHIP PALO ALTO

Assistant Business Manager
Gwen Fischer (223-6575)
Business Associates
Nico Navarrete (223-6582), Suzanne Ogawa
(223-6543)
ADMINISTRATION
Courier Ruben Espinoza
EMBARCADERO MEDIA
President William S. Johnson (223-6505)

ARE YOU A

LEADER?
PROGRAM EXPERIENCES INCLUDE

Discussions with local and
state leaders, Housing &
Transportation, Media & Public
Safety, Health & Wellness,
6WDQIRUG8QLYHUVLW\1RQSURƓWV
Stanford Hospital and more.
10-monthly sessions
September 2021 to May 2022
Applications and information:
PaloAltoChamber.com or
650.324.3121
Application deadline: July 12, 2021
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Around Town

Editorial Assistant/Intern Coordinator
Lloyd Lee (223-6526)

automating test suites, &using Qualcomm tools incldg QXDM

Center, MC:482-C32-C66, Detroit, MI 48265.

—Sara Cody, county health officer, on the drop in
COVID-19 cases. See story on page 5.

Courtesty Kristen Podulka

for black box testing &dvlp tests in C for unit testing. Master,

Staff Writers Sue Dremann (223-6518),
Gennady Sheyner (223-6513)

For the first time, I feel optimistic.
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Mike Schmidt
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DEAR MADAM VICE PRESIDENT
... We saw history made six
months ago when Vice President
Kamala Harris became the first
female and person of color to rise
to the nation’s second-highest
office. The groundbreaking
win resonated with countless
women and girls, including the
10 members of Palo Alto Girl
Scout Troop 60313. The girls’
letters to Harris are among
the more than 100 messages
featured in a new book, “Dear
Kamala: Women Write to the
New Vice President.” Troop
volunteer Kristen Podulka,
whose daughter is in the group,
initiated the letter-writing project
in November. After some online
research, she came across a
Facebook page with a call for
letters to Harris for the book,
but the submission deadline
had already passed. Podulka
connected with Peggy BrooksBertram, who compiled the book
and accommodated the troop,
which submitted letters and
photos within three days. Each
girl received a copy of the book
signed by Brooks-Bertream.
The troop also donated a signed
copy to their school, Fairmeadow
Elementary. From climate
change to racial discrimination,
the letters demonstrated their
awareness of current events and
systemic issues. As she reviewed
the girls’ messages, Podulka
said she couldn’t help but feel
“emotional” and “proud” of the
young women. “These kids are
very, very hopeful for the future,”
she said. The troop joined other
contributors for a virtual book
launch party in February where
one of their members, Eleanor
Chow, read from her letter. The
10-year-old described her desire
to see everyone get an education
and suggested ways to improve
the environment. “We all care
about women’s rights and having
important women in history to
think about and to talk about,”
Eleanor said of her troop.

THIS IS HOW SHE ROLLS ...
Cinthya Guzman’s vision of
donating skateboards to her
peers in East Palo Alto became a
reality on May 15 with the help of
Thiebaut Method, a nonprofit that
works with middle school students
on social good projects. The
eighth grader created flyers and
distributed them to the community
in an effort to gather skateboard
decks, wheels, hardware and
monetary donations. Her donors
included Skateworks, Atlas Skates
and Society Skates. Along the
way, she gained computer skills
and confidence in presenting
her project to people. She also
partnered with leaders such
as East Palo Alto City Council
member Antonio Lopez and
helped other students apply for
a skateboard. Cinthya’s threemonth project culminated with
a giveaway of 62 boards, more
than double her initial goal, during
an event last weekend at the
skatepark near Bell Park and the
YMCA.
A CALL FOR HELP ... Palo Alto
residents unleashed fury on the
social networking site Nextdoor this
month after a person at Mitchell
Park witnessed a man allegedly
beating a German shepherd-type
dog in the dog-run area. The man
was observed striking the dog on
the back as many as 20 times with
a plastic-like leash or strap on April
30 at about 8:10 a.m. The dog, all
the while, was screaming in pain,
according to the resident who
posted an image. The man was not
seen hitting the dog in the photo.
He was talking to another man who
had a German shepherd as well.
The dog, which is black, has tan
fur on its front legs up to the knees
and tan rear legs. The reporting
party said she yelled at the man
and then called Palo Alto police.
Officers investigated but did not
find the man or dog, department
spokesperson Lt. Con Maloney
said. Residents remain determined
to find and protect the dog. As of
this week, hundreds have posted
comments on Nextdoor and some
residents said they plan to meet
with Palo Alto Mayor Tom DuBois
later this week. Palo Alto Animal
Control officers and the Police
Department are investigating the
case. Anyone who has information
about the incident or who sees
the man and dog is asked to call
Maloney at 650-329-2637. Q

Upfront
EDUCATION

Retiring teachers reflect on decades
of change in their profession
About 30 longtime educators set to retire after one
of the most challenging years of their career

T

By Lloyd Lee
peers. When he did decide to pursue a teaching career, he knew he
wanted to go back to his hometown
of Palo Alto.
“I really had a great time coming through the Palo Alto district,”
he said. “And I really enjoyed my
childhood.”
Sue Duffek, who is retiring after being a district teacher for 37
years, most of them spent at JLS
Middle School, knew earlier on
that she wanted to be an educator.
Though she’s currently teaching
math, Duffek struggled in the subject when she was in junior high.
That changed once she went to
high school and took an algebra
class with an instructor who really
knew how to explain the subject.
“My ninth-grade algebra teacher — he just really struck me with
the way he talked and the way he
presented the material. I got everything right when he taught,” Duffek said. “So I decided that’s what
I wanted to do.”
In some cases, teachers flourish
only after stepping into a position
and district they initially couldn’t
predict for themselves.
For Jim Shelby, a Gunn High
School teacher who will be retiring after 38 years, becoming a
beloved theater teacher was pure
serendipity. (He received the city’s
coveted Tall Tree Award in the
Outstanding Professional/Business Person category in 2017.)
Shelby got his teaching credentials, also from STEP, in English
and social studies. At the time, Palo
Alto Unified wasn’t hiring in those
fields. But after a more-than-cordial informational interview with
the district’s head of personnel,
Shelby shared his resume, which
listed his fairly extensive theater
experience. Coincidentally, Gunn
High School’s theater teacher, G.

Robert Stockmann, was just about
to leave after 17 years.
“I had no idea that a (theater)
position even existed,” Shelby
said. “Man, was I lucky.”
Denise Dauler, a teacher at
Palo Alto Unified for 36 years,
was drawn to teaching when she
was interning at Hidden Villa and
led K-5 students through its overnight programs. She was hooked
and started her career at Jackson
Hearing Center at JLS as a deaf
education teacher.
“That was my initiation into
teaching for the rest of my life,”
said Dauler, who went on to teach
kindergarten for three decades. “I
loved it.”
Dauler applied to work at Palo
Alto Unified, but like Shelby, she
saw that the district was barely
hiring any teachers. The year she
was hired, the district only took
in 13 people.
“It was a long shot,” she said,
feeling lucky that she snagged a
job in the city where she and her
husband lived.
Dauler started by teaching
fourth-grade and then first-grade
students and said she loved both
experiences. But kindergarten? At
first, she refused.
“I used to watch them in different assembly rooms and they just
looked too little,” she laughed.
“They were doing weird stuff.”
But Jody Harrier, a kindergarten teacher at Nixon Elementary
School who had been Dauler’s
best friend since seventh grade
at Wilbur Junior High (now JLS),
changed her mind. Dauler’s 32
years of teaching kindergarten at
El Carmelo began.

The learning curve
The retiring Palo Alto teachers describe their work as an

Daniela Beltran B

he first math class Arne
Lim taught at Palo Alto
High School was in 1985,
with about 35 students in the tower building — a campus relic that
no longer can be used for its classrooms since there’s no elevator.
He used hot and clunky overhead projectors to illuminate the
day’s lesson at the front of the
class, and the pencil and paper —
not the laptop — were so crucial,
teachers would track how much
paper was being used because
at times they had to pay for it
themselves.
Thirty-five years later, approaching the final days of his
career, the retiring math teacher
can’t imagine how he would have
taught his class the old-fashioned
way during the past year of remote instruction.
“If we didn’t have computers,
then the default would just be pencil and paper,” Lim said. “There’s
no way we could have done that
this year.”
Lim is one of about 30 Palo Alto
Unified School District teachers
— all of whom have taught at the
district between 20 to 50 years
— closing a chapter in their lives
after what some have deemed the
most challenging year ever.
It’s not just the technological
challenges, which have been ongoing since the advent of personal
computers and smartphones, that
have made it hard. Teachers and
those who stay in the field for so
long, perhaps unsurprisingly, love
to teach, but the pandemic made it
incredibly difficult to effectively
do so — no subjects or grade levels spared.
“On March 16 (2020), when
we were told to go home, for the
next few weeks, I was kind of depressed,” Lim said. “I was wondering, ‘How in the world am I
going to do this?’”

Arne Lim, a Paly math teacher since 1985, plans to explore theology
after accepting a retirement package from the school district.
Dauler has seen similar changes
evolutionary process, especially
due to the technological advances among her kindergarteners.
“Kids are coming in so differthat morphed the tools of the trade
ently — they didn’t have such a
and the needs of the students.
“As a teacher you’ve got to con- worldly experience and have actinually reinvent yourself because cess to so much technology,” she
the kids are going to be chang- said. “The curriculum had to
ing,” Lim said. “And the reason change to meet their needs.”
But teaching out of a state-manthe kids are going to be changing
is because the times are going to dated manual, with less opportunity for individualization, was a
be changing.”
The document camera replaced huge adjustment for Dauler. She
the overhead projector, which got said she’s learned to add her own
rid of the need for acetate sheets creative flare to the lesson plan
and a special marker used to — one that emphasizes hands-on
write on them — welcome “game projects, group work as well as
changers” for teaching his subject, outdoor activities such as hulaLim said. But along with that and hoop, hopscotch and jump rope
the Excel spreadsheet software over constantly turning to an iPad
came smartphones and on-de- or a Smart Board (an interactive
mand media, which are some of whiteboard).
Still, working with computers
the factors Lim feels have shortand online software is unavoidened students’ attention spans.
As a result, he’s changed the able even in kindergarten. By
delivery of his teaching to main- third grade, children will have to
tain a grasp on students’ attention, be technologically competent bewhile working with longer class cause most of their tests are conperiods and a reduced number of ducted electronically, Dauler said.
“I wouldn’t say it’s worse; I
classes each week, Lim said. He
compares it to watching a sitcom would just say the times have
episode that takes up a half-hour changed so much and what’s needblock but is really 22 minutes ed for children to be well-educated
long with commercial breaks in has really changed,” she said.
Looking back at how she debetween.
“The brain can only retain as livered curriculum over the years
much as the butt can withstand,”
he said.
(continued on page 40)

Class is now in session

Sue Duffek, who is retiring after 30 years of teaching math, said her
decades of service taught her the critical importance of patience.

Magali Gauthier

Daniela Beltran B

Lim remembers how nervous he
was when he started teaching at
Paly. Twenty-two years old, fresh
out of Stanford University’s Teacher Education Program (STEP), he
wondered whether he could challenge the students enough and get
more out of them academically and
socially since he had gone through
the same education system and district only a few years earlier.
“That’s one of the things I hope
the younger teachers understand,”
Lim said. “They should take advantage of their youth and get to
know their kids better and say, ‘It’s
OK. I was there not too long ago,
too, and I get it.’”
Math had a gravitational pull on
Lim, but he didn’t think to teach
it until he was at University of
California, Berkeley, tutoring his

Retiring kindergarten teacher Denise Dauler said the pandemic has
taught her to really listen to her students to understand their needs.
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Upfront

News Digest
Stanford removes 11 sports from chopping block
After a controversial move to cut nearly a third of its varsity
sports teams last year, Stanford University has walked back its
decision. On Tuesday, the university announced in a press release
that it will not be cutting 11 sports programs, citing improved financial footing and more fundraising opportunities to support the
athletics department.
The university didn’t disclose the specifics of its improved financial outlook, but said in the release that Stanford officials have
been talking with groups of alumni, including the advocacy group
36 Sports Strong, which has been trying to raise private funds to
prevent the elimination of the university’s athletic teams.
The teams that will be restored are men’s and women’s fencing, field hockey, lightweight rowing, men’s rowing, co-ed and
women’s sailing, squash, synchronized swimming, men’s volleyball and wrestling.
The decision comes just a week after Stanford athletes filed two
lawsuits against the university in an effort to keep the 11 sports.
One suit filed by eight athletes alleges the university was in breach
of contract for misleading them into the sports program as recruits
without disclosing plans to make the cuts. Another lawsuit filed by
athletes on five of the women’s teams alleges that the cuts violate
federal antidiscrimination law Title IX.
The university noted in Tuesday’s statement that the decision
to reinstate the teams were “independent” of the two lawsuits and
that discussions with 36 Sports Strong and others were already
“far along.” Q
— Lloyd Lee

Palo Alto to appeal regional housing mandate
Palo Alto’s elected leaders embarked this week on a quest that
they acknowledged has little chance of succeeding: to formally
challenge a regional mandate that requires the city to plan for more
than 6,000 new residences between 2023 and 2031.
The City Council on Tuesday directed planning staff to appeal the
Regional Housing Needs Assessment methodology that was used to
come up with housing targets. The council voted 5-2, with council
members Alison Cormack and Greg Tanaka dissenting, to file the
appeal with the Association of Bay Area Governments, the regional
agency that oversees allocations in the nine Bay Area counties.
ABAG’s Executive Committee, which is made up of elected leaders, was scheduled to formally adopt the methodology for its Regional Housing Needs Allocation process and approve the housing
targets on May 20.
Council members also acknowledged that failure may come at a
price. ABAG had initially considered scenarios in which Palo Alto
would be assigned about 10,000 new residences between 2023 and
2031 — a number that the city pushed back against. The regional
agency then further modified its methodology and redirected some
of the projected growth from Palo Alto to the largest cities in the
region, lowering Palo Alto’s obligation to the current level of 6,086
housing units.
“We are really looking at advancing affordable housing,” Mayor
Tom DuBois said during the meeting. “At the same time, we have
a responsibility to the city to protect ourselves from state override,
using all the means we can. I think we are being assigned aspirational numbers.” Q
— Gennady Sheyner

Palo Alto Unified offering Pfizer vaccine
The Palo Alto Unified School District is now inoculating eligible
students with the Pfizer COVID-19 vaccine, which became available to children ages 12 and up in Santa Clara County this month.
Through a partnership with Safeway Pharmacy, the district is
hosting daylong clinics on campus to administer shots of the PfizerBioNTech vaccine. Parents will be able to schedule a time slot for
their children online ahead of time, with up to 1,000 shots of the
vaccine available during each clinic. The first one was held last
Sunday at Palo Alto High School’s Peery Family Center gym. More
clinics will be held every seven or eight days, said Lana Conaway,
assistant superintendent of equity and student affairs, who is credited for spearheading the partnership program.
Each clinic will be staffed by Safeway Pharmacy’s nurses to
administer the vaccine. School nurses will help with the pre- and
post-vaccination process, which includes age verification and monitoring students for 15 minutes after the shot.
Locations may change in the future, and Conaway added that the
district will try to make accommodations for students who want to
get vaccinated but can’t make the commute.
While the district is providing opportunities to get staff and students vaccinated, it will not require students to be vaccinated in
order to come back to campus nor will it ask students about their
vaccination status, Conaway said. Q
— Lloyd Lee
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Peninsula

Restaurant Week
Restaurant Week ends tomorrow!
Don’t miss your chance to try limited-time dishes
at your favorite local eateries.
LOS ALTOS
LuLu’s Mexican
Restaurant
State of Mind Public
House and Pizzeria
MENLO PARK
Bagel Street Cafe
Bistro Vida
Cafe Wisteria
Cafe Zoe
Camper
Coffeebar
Cold Stone Creamery
FEY Restaurant
La Stanza Cucina Italiana
LuLu’s Mexican
Restaurant
Mama Coco
My Tasties
Octopus Japanese
Restaurant
Philz Coffee
ROMA
SAJJ Mediterranean
Tea It Up
The Refuge
Togos Sandwiches
Village Hummus

MOUNTAIN VIEW
Alice’s Smokehouse
Asian Box
Bushido Izakaya
Chaat Paradise
Cooking Papa
Coupa Cafe Colonnade
Erik’s Deli Cafe
Everest Cuisine
La Fontaine Restaurant
Oh Honey Snow Ice
Oren’s Hummus
Pokeworks
SAJJ Mediterranean
Scratch
St Stephens Green
Sushi 88 & Ramen
The Counter
Vaso Azzurro
ViVe Sol
Yami Grill
Zareen’s
ZombieRunner Coffee
PALO ALTO
Ada’s Cafe
Anatolian kitchen
Asian Box

Bevri Georgian
Restaurant
Cafe Pro Bono
Calave
Coupa Cafe - Lytton Ave
Coupa Cafe - Ramona
Street
Hobee’s
Howie’s Pizza
Izzy’s Brooklyn Bagels
JIN SHO
Kali Greek Kitchen
Kara’s Cupcakes
Kirk’s SteakBurgers
Kung Fu Tea
La Bodeguita del Medio
Local Union 271
LuLu’s Mexican
Restaurant
Moods. Wine Bar
Nola
Odori Sushi and
Teppanyaki
Old Pro
Oren’s Hummus
Oren’s Hummus Express
Palo Alto Sol
Philz Coffee

Poke House
ROOH Palo Alto
San Agus Cocina Urbana
& Cocktails
Sprout Cafe
St. Michael’s Alley
State of Mind
Slice House
Sun of Wolf
Sundance The
Steakhouse
TAVERNA
The Counter
The Port of Peri Peri
Tin Pot Creamery
Zareen’s - Palo Alto
ZombieRunner Coffee

Freewheel Brewing
Company
La Viga Seafood &
Cocina Mexicana
LV Mar Tapas & Cocktails
Milagros Latin Kitchen
Philz Coffee
Quinto Sol
Zareen’s

PORTOLA VALLEY
Alpine Inn Beer Garden

SAN CARLOS
Cuisinett Bistro & Market
KAYA BBQ & TOFU
Mama Coco
Noelani’s Island Grill
Saffron Indian Bistro
Taurus Steakhouse
The Refuge
The Toss
Town Restaurant

REDWOOD CITY
Alhambra Irish House
Angelica’s Restaurant
& Bar
Arya Steakhouse
BottleShop
Coupa Cafe Marston
Crouching Tiger
Restaurant

STANFORD
Coupa Cafe Stanford
Golf Course
Coupa Cafe Stanford
Green Library
Coupa Cafe Stanford
GSB
Coupa Cafe Stanford
Y2E2

WIN PRIZES!
Share your favorite
meals from Peninsula
Restaurant Week on
social media using
#PenRestaurantWeek
for a chance to win
gift cards to local
restaurants.*
See complete terms
and conditions on
PeninsulaRestaurantWeek.com.

*

Learn more at PeninsulaRestaurantWeek.com
Facebook supports local restaurants through
Community Market Giving. Learn more at
CommunityMarketGiving.com/support-local-restaurants

SPONSORS

ONLINE
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IT’S TIME
TO VOTE!

2021

Celebrate outstanding
local and independent businesses
GO ONLINE TO

PaloAltoOnline.com/best_of
RESTAURANTS | FOOD & DRINK | RETAIL | SERVICES | ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT
VOTE FOR US!
VO

S
T E FOR U

Shady Lane

• Best Coffee House
• Best Breakfast
• Best Bakery/Desserts

Please Vote Us Best:
Jewelry • Gifts • Boutique

We are a social enterprise, mission-based cafe serving up
awesome, award-winning scones, coffee and more.

Jewelry Box by Michael Fisher

Earrings by Holly Yashi

Open Thurs–Sat: 11 am - 5 pm
Appointments encouraged on other days!

_ZZZDGDVFDIHRUJ

ShadyLaneGallery.com • 650-321-1099 • ShadyLaneGifts@gmail.com

We appreciate your business
299 CALIFORNIA AVE. STE. 115
VO

S
T E FOR U

S
T E FOR U

FOR US

LuLu’s at Town & Country Village
855 El Camino Real #49
Palo Alto
650-327-TACO (8226)

VOTE FOR US!

Peninsula

Best Hair Salon

Restaurant Week

And help us
on our way to
recovery!
Call, text or email:
hairintlpaloalto@gmail.com
www.hairintl.com

www.calave.com

232 Stanford Shopping Center
Palo Alto
650.324.2007

VOTE FOR CALAVE 2021

Make an Appointment
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TE

Amethyst Geode Specimen Heart

0LGGOHƓHOG5G#WKH0LWFKHOO3DUN&RPPXQLW\&HQWHU
&
LW & W

VO

VO

May 14 - 22
Celebrate and support local
restaurants with limited-time
dining deals. Learn more at
PeninsulaRestaurantWeek.com

Upfront
MEDIA

Palo Alto Weekly nets
high honors in California
journalism competition
Media company ranked second place
in state for general excellence

T

of local education; and Associate Editor Linda Taaffe and Design Manager Kristin Brown for
their special publication, Info
Palo Alto.
The Weekly’s coverage of the
public health issues of the pandemic and also COVID-19’s impact on businesses both earned
second place finishes, as did
Arts & Entertainment coverage by A&E Editor Karla Kane,
a portrait of Animal Control
Officer William Warrior by
Chief Visual Journalist Magali
Gauthier, and a feature story on
the underground food movement by Kadvany. Third through
fifth place honors were given
across several other additional
categories.
“These awards are a tremendous affirmation of the quality of
our reporting, photography, editing and design,” said Bill Johnson, publisher of the Weekly.

Magali Gauthier

he Palo Alto Weekly and
Palo Alto Online garnered
25 awards in the annual
California Journalism Awards
competition, including second
place for general excellence
among the state’s largest weekly
newspapers, it was announced
on Tuesday. It was the Weekly’s
sixth time in the past nine years
to be ranked either first or second in general excellence by the
out-of-state judges.
The contest considered work
that had been published in 2020.
First-place recognition went
to reporter Gennady Sheyner for
his coverage of the 2020 election; reporter Sue Dremann for
her feature story on the Palo
Alto couple who got lost in the
wilderness for nine days and
also for an article on families
grappling with separation during
the pandemic; former reporter
Elena Kadvany for her coverage

William Warrior, Palo Alto’s animal control officer for 40 years, shares a tender moment with his dog,
Lilly, at the animal shelter in Palo Alto on April 28, 2020. This photo by Chief Visual Journalist Magali
Gauthier took second place for feature photo in the annual California Journalism Awards competition.
“But most importantly, they celebrate the work of all journalists
in California who have overcome
many personal and professional
obstacles and made so many
sacrifices this unprecedented
last year to bring the news to our
communities.”
The Weekly’s sister publications also earned significant

recognition, including thirdplace general excellence for the
Mountain View Voice, fifth place
in the same category for the Almanac, and fourth place general
excellence for PleasantonWeekly.
com, among numerous other categories. The Six Fifty, a lifestyle
website geared for millennial
readers, garnered three awards.

Overall, this year’s journalism contest received more than
3,000 entries from print, digital
and campus publications, an increase over the prior year’s total.
The Weekly’s work competed
against other weekly publications across the state with circulations of more than 25,000. Q
—Palo Alto Weekly staff

JOIN US FOR:

m 1bঞm]Ѵ|;um-ঞ;|o;-ubm]b7v

Community Webinar
If you’ve been disappointed by hearing aids,
you’re not alone. During this free webinar,
Dr. Suzy Levy will discuss:
•

•

•

Conventional hearing aids: Learn about
how these hearing aids work and what
limitations they face
Advanced Technology: See how new
technologies like our novel contact hearing
solution can deliver more complete sound

Upcoming webinar:
An Exciting Alternative
to Hearing Aids
May 26, 10:00 a.m. PST

Call for our Memorial Day offer:

Learn more and register at
earlensevents.com/PAWvet,
or by calling (650) 417-9856.

up to
$

1,000 off for veterans

Complimentary Sound Demo: Receive an
optional complimentary consultation and
sound demonstration following the webinar

Perfect Hearing

Conventional Hearing Aid

Suzanne Levy, PhD is a hearing
scientist at Earlens. She holds a PhD
in Biomedical Engineering from
Boston University, where her thesis
focused on the effects of pitch,
spatial separation, and reverberation
on speech understanding.

Earlens® Contact Hearing Solution
20Hz

100Hz

1kHz

6kHz

10kHz

20kHz

Frequency Range

Earlens® was recently named
a top 100 Invention for 2020
by TIME Magazine and is a
2021 Best of Menlo Park
Award Winner

earlens
hearing center
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Upfront
CRIME

Attorney for alleged serial killer seeks to
toss murder case over DNA privacy rights
High court’s ruling could break new ground
on police use of DNA from discarded materials
By Sue Dremann
warrant for the DNA evidence.
Under current law upheld in
multiple court cases, police have
the ability to collect evidence that
a suspect throws into the trash or
discards in a public place without a warrant — known as the
abandonment doctrine. But new
DNA technologies require the
courts to revisit how the Fourth
Amendment’s right to privacy applies, defense attorney John Halley, who is representing Getreu in
San Mateo County, said Tuesday.
DNA evidence obtained by law
enforcement can contain thousands of bits of personal information that are either not relevant to
the case or that could be held and

used in other circumstances —
information that the person who
tossed the item never intended to
have made public, he said.
The implications of law enforcement gathering and preserving DNA evidence could have
vast implications for the public,
he said. Although police labs take
only a small amount of the collected DNA that is considered
“junk” DNA to identify a suspect, they retain the entirety of
an individual’s genetic material
in perpetuity, he said. Halley is
asking the state’s high court to
consider whether police should
obtain a warrant for the DNA and
show probable cause; any warrant

Veronica Weber

A

potentially groundbreaking legal case regarding
whether an alleged serial
killer’s DNA is protected by privacy under the Fourth Amendment has been submitted by his
defense attorneys to the California Supreme Court.
Attorneys for John Arthur Getreu, 75, who is accused of killing
two young women on Stanford
University land in the 1970s,
filed the request for the hearing
before the high court on April
6. The case seeks to toss out
DNA evidence collected from a
discarded coffee cup that allegedly links Getreu to the crimes
because police didn’t obtain a

John Getreu, who is charged with the 1973 murder of Leslie Perlov,
waits in a courtroom at the Santa Clara County Hall of Justice
during a hearing on July 15, 2019.
should spell out what police can Legal Aid Society Criminal Deand can’t use from the volumi- fense also filed an amicus letter
nous genetic information, he said. during the state’s First Appellate
His motion for a writ of man- District Court hearing on the case
date to toss the DNA evidence in May 2020.
in Getreu’s case has the support
After the case was rejected by
of the American Civil Liberties both the appellate court and San
Union, which has sent the court Mateo County Superior Court, it’s
an amicus letter. The national now in the state Supreme Court’s
hands to decide whether it will
hear the motion.
Getreu, a Hayward resident, is
charged with killing Leslie Marie Perlov and Janet Ann Taylor,
both 21, in Santa Clara and San
Mateo counties while he lived
in Palo Alto. Perlov’s body was
found under an oak tree in the
area now known as the Stanford
Dish in February 1973, and Taylor
was found in a ditch off of Sand
Hill Road and Manzanita Way
in March 1974. Both women had
been strangled.
The cases remained unsolved
for more than four decades until
2018, when law enforcement announced they’d identified Getreu
as the alleged murderer. Using
new DNA technology and databases, such as those used to
convict the notorious Golden
State Killer, Santa Clara County
sheriff’s investigators accessed a
commercial familial DNA database and obtained a DNA hit off
evidence from the crime scene.
Detectives surveilling Getreu
followed him into a Kaiser Permanente pharmacy and watched him
pick up a prescription, according
to court filings. He discarded a
coffee cup in the trash in the waiting area. Investigators collected
the cup after he left the pharmacy.
Laboratory staff extracted his
DNA profile but used only a small
segment that contained his identification information. It matched
evidence found under Perlov’s
fingernails. Investigators obtained
warrants to arrest Getreu for Perlov’s murder and to collect a DNA
cheek swab, also known as a buccal sample. He was charged with
her murder in November 2018 in
Santa Clara County. San Mateo
County investigators also used the
buccal sample to match Getreu to
DNA found on Taylor’s clothing.
He was charged with her murder
in May 2019. He awaits trial in
both counties.
Jury selection in the San Mateo
(continued on page 38)
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For everything now,
and everything that’s next.

The pandemic has shown us the true power, precision, and innovation of Stanford
Medicine in researching and fighting COVID-19. It has also proved that Stanford
Medicine—made up of Stanford Children’s Health, Stanford School of Medicine, and
Stanford Health Care— is at its strongest when backed by a community committed to
keeping everyone safe.
Thank you, Bay Area, for fighting alongside Stanford Medicine. For meeting this
challenge, and all those to come, together.
Today. Tomorrow. Always.

Children’s Health

We are here for you.

School of Medicine
Health Care
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Upfront
PUBLIC HEALTH

Businesses greet loosened CDC
mask rule with elation, consternation
State won’t follow new CDC guidance until June 15
By Palo Alto Weekly staff

W

“We’re following the instructions of our president,” Pashalidis
said. “Our decision for our staff
not to wear masks was extremely
well-received on Friday.”
Pashalidis was ready to hear
concerns from diners, but there
were none, he said. Instead, vaccinated patrons happily removed
their own masks.
But the CDC’s announcement,
while welcomed by those who
are exhausted by mask mandates,
also immediately created confusion for others.
Praveen Madan, CEO of Kepler’s Books in Menlo Park, was
critical of the new announcement,
sending a staff-wide email with
the article from the New York
Times, which interviewed hundreds of epidemiologists who said
in an informal survey they expected Americans to keep wearing masks for at least another year.
“So here’s a group of scientists
saying one thing and the CDC
coming out saying it’s different,”
Madan said. “Frankly, it doesn’t
make any sense whatsoever.”
Confusion also arose from
conflicting state guidelines
in California, where residents

COVID-19

don’t transmit the coronavirus.
The approved COVID-19 vaccines
also “offer extraordinary protection against illness and transmission,” she said.
“We support the state’s decision to align its policies with the
CDC’s (Centers for Disease Control and Prevention) recommendations on June 15, giving more
people time to get vaccinated and
giving businesses more time to
prepare for that change. If you are
eligible and haven’t already been
vaccinated, now is the time.”
The California Division of Occupational Safety and Health Administration is crafting new rules
for businesses to follow based on
whether an employee is vaccinated
or not vaccinated. For example, a
proposed rule would be that if all
staff members are fully vaccinated, they wouldn’t need to wear
face coverings and physical distancing would be relaxed, county
Counsel James Williams said.
Businesses would determine
whether to require vaccinations of
their employees, but the county’s
order doesn’t mandate it, he added.
“Today is a huge milestone on
our county’s path out of this pandemic,” Cody said. “Because so
many members of our community
are now fully vaccinated, COVID-19 case rates are at some of the
lowest levels we’ve seen since the
start of the pandemic. We are now
confident that vaccination not
only prevents people from getting
sick, it also prevents people from
spreading COVID-19.”

(continued from page 5)

The yellow tier guidelines also
allow expanding outdoor gatherings to 100 people or fewer;
indoor gatherings, which are
strongly discouraged, are permitted with modifications and at a
maximum of 50% capacity; and
private events can host up to 200
people outdoors. If all guests have
a negative COVID-19 test result
or show proof of vaccination, the
capacity rises to 400 people.
Indoors gatherings of up to 200
people are allowed if all guests
test negative or are fully vaccinated. Sports and live performances
may have as much as 67% of capacity. Only California residents
are allowed at these events and at
amusement parks.
In addition, the new county
health order eliminates the need
for businesses to maximize the
number of staff who are teleworking. Businesses and schools must
continue to report positive COVID-19 cases to the county Public
Health Department and quarantine workers who have the virus.
Within 14 days, employers must
determine which staff are fully
vaccinated and which are not.
Employees who are fully vaccinated don’t need to quarantine if
they have close contact with COVID-19, Cody said.
She said the changes are based
on new scientific evidence that
found fully vaccinated people
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regardless of vaccination status
have been allowed to go without
a mask or other face covering
outdoors since May 3, as long
as they can maintain proper distance between themselves and
others. In a May 12 memo, the
California Department of Public
Health specified that vaccinated
persons can “spend time with
other fully vaccinated people,
including indoors, without wearing masks or physical distancing
(outside a workplace setting).”
They also can “spend time with
unvaccinated people from a single
household who are at low risk for
severe COVID-19 disease indoors
without wearing masks or physical distancing.”
On Monday, state Health and
Human Services Secretary Dr.
Mark Ghaly responded unequivocally to the conflicting regulations: The state will begin following the new CDC guidance on
June 15.
June 15 is also the day the state
plans to “reopen” the economy by
allowing businesses to expand back
to their full indoor capacities. Q
Bay City News Foundation
contributed to this story.

A preview of Palo Alto government meetings next week
CITY COUNCIL ... The council plans to approve a new contract for
waste collection with GreenWaste Recovery; review the latest plan for
expansion of the municipal fiber network; and consider a proposal for a
neighborhood-based volunteer network. The virtual meeting will begin
at 5 p.m. on Monday, May 24. Those wishing to participate by Zoom can
do so by dialing 669-900-6833 and using Meeting ID: 362 027 238.
COUNCIL FINANCE COMMITTEE ... The committee will continue its
hearing on the proposed fiscal year 2022 budget. The virtual meeting
will begin at 9 a.m. on Tuesday, May 25. Those wishing to participate by
Zoom can do so by dialing 669-900-6833 and using Meeting ID: 992
2730 7235.
BOARD OF EDUCATION ... The board is scheduled to discuss a
resolution to issue bonds; an early literacy program; a report on student
equity; a spending plan for expanded learning opportunities; and the
district’s contracts with Palo Alto Educators Association and with the
California School Employees Association for the 2021-22 school year.
The meeting will begin at 6:30 p.m. on Tuesday, May 25. Those wishing
to participate, can get the Zoom link at go.boarddocs.com/ca/pausd/
Board.nsf/Public.
PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION ... The committee will hear
an update on the new admission policy for Foothills Nature Preserve;
discuss the city’s policy for sidewalk vendors at city parks and discuss
the Baylands Nature Preserve Interpretive Sign project. The virtual
meeting will begin at 7 p.m. on Tuesday, May 25. Those wishing to
participate by Zoom can do so by dialing 669-900-6833 and using
Meeting ID: 999 2789 9745.
CITY COUNCIL ... The council is scheduled to meet in a closed session
to discuss the recruitment of the next city clerk. The virtual meeting will
begin at 6 p.m. on Wednesday, May 26. Those wishing to participate by
Zoom can do so by dialing 669-900-6833 and using Meeting ID: 362
027 238.
PLANNING AND TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION ... The commission
plans to discuss changes to the zoning code pertaining to accessory
dwelling units and the new commissioner handbook. The virtual meeting
will begin at 6 p.m. on Wednesday, May 26. Those wishing to participate
by Zoom can do so by dialing 669-900-6833 and using Meeting ID: 981
2782 4487.

Midpeninsula COVID-19 vaccination rates by ZIP code (as of May 19, 2021)
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94041
Fully: 62.7% and
Partially: 16.8%

94022
Fully: 76.6% and
Partially: 15.1%

Mountain View
94304*
Fully: 86% and
Partially: 15.7%

94040
Fully: 62.7% and
Partially: 18%

94085
Fully: 58.2% and
Partially: 18.7%
Sunnyvale

The circle size reflects
the percentage of fully
vaccinated residents.
Source: California Department
of Public Health.

94020
Fully: 47.3% and
Partially: 13.9%

94024
Fully: 71.8% and
Partially: 15%

Los Altos

* Note: This total exceeds 100 percent either because the Department of Finance's projection of population is lower
than the actual population or because of vaccinations that were misattributed to this ZIP code, according to the state
Department of Public Health.

With the recent approval of
the Pfizer-BioNTech vaccine for
12- to 15-year-olds, the county
has made it available to that age
group at all of its vaccination sites

and is also working with pediatricians to ensure they can offer the
vaccinations.
A complete list of what’s allowed under the yellow tier

Jamey Padojino, Kristin Brown

hen President Joe Biden
hailed new guidance
from the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention
for fully vaccinated people last
Thursday, his words struck a
hopeful chord with some owners
of businesses large and small —
while completely baffling others.
“Today is a great day for
America in our long battle with
the coronavirus,” Biden said during a press briefing in the Rose
Garden. “Just a few hours ago,
the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention — the CDC
— announced that they are no
longer recommending that fully
vaccinated people need to wear
masks. This recommendation
holds true whether you are inside
or outside.”
Between the CDC’s announcement on Thursday and Monday,
Walmart, Trader Joe’s and Costco
announced they would not require
fully vaccinated customers to
wear a mask indoors.
In downtown Palo Alto over the
weekend, the staff at Greek restaurant Taverna served their customers maskless for the first time
in 15 months.

Public Agenda

can be found at cdph.ca.gov/
programs. Q
Email Staff Writer Sue
Dremann at sdremann@
paweekly.com.

Prime Santa Cruz Mountains Acreage

Invest in more than 644 acres of incredible rugged wilderness. Operate as an incomegenerating ranch with timber harvesting and oil extraction opportunities or enjoy
recreationally as a family or corporate retreat with plenty of space for hiking, camping,
biking, and equestrian pursuits.

Highway 9 Acreage, Los Gatos · +-644 Acres · $96,600,000
Highway9Acreage.com

#1 AGENT SILICON VALLEY
Michael Dreyfus, Golden Gate Sotheby’s International Realty
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Michael Dreyfus

Noelle Queen

650.485.3476

650.427.9211

m.dreyfus@ggsir.com

n.queen@ggsir.com
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Lic. #01917593
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Chalmers Smith
February 25, 1929 – May 11, 2021
Chalmers Smith passed away peacefully, holding
his daughters’ hands, at Channing House in Palo
Alto on May 11, 2021. He was 92.
Walter Chalmers Smith was born on February 25,
1929 in Whiting, Indiana. His parents were Walter
Henry Smith, a local attorney, and Jessie Curtis
Smith, a pianist and church organist. He had one
sibling, Curtis Smith, who was eight years older. His
grandfathers were instrumental in the founding of
Whiting; one created the plans for the Standard Oil
refinery there, and the other served as Mayor. His
father had a wonderfully dry sense of humor, and his
mother set high standards for manners. Chalmers
absorbed both of these traits.
Chalmers enjoyed an idyllic childhood, surrounded by music. He attended George Rogers Clark
School from kindergarten through 12th grade, where
he was both student body president and concertmaster of the orchestra. He had a close group of friends
who called themselves the Wespark Gang, named
after the street Chalmers lived on. Chalmers said
the worst thing they ever did was use his mother’s
ball gown as a rope ladder. These boys all grew up
to become accomplished professionals and remained
lifelong friends.
Chalmers started piano lessons at age 5, switched
to violin at age 7, and dutifully practiced every day.
Curtis, a cellist, completed a family trio. His father,
a tenor, once sang in a chorus on stage with Enrico
Caruso. Later, Chalmers performed as a supernumerary in a Chicago Lyric Opera production of
Aida. Because he was tall, he played a spear-carrying
soldier in the Egyptian army. He remembered standing sentry on stage and looking down in horror to
see he’d forgotten to remove his wristwatch.
Chalmers had many illnesses growing up, including empyema, which landed him in a Chicago
hospital for five months. When a clever nurse found
a leftover dose of precious penicillin – reserved for
WWII soldiers – Chalmers was cured in two weeks.
Each summer Chalmers went away to the Bo Family
Farm Camp in Michigan, where he endured homesickness, picking cherries alongside Italian prisoners
of war, and eating trout. In high school, he thrived
spending summers at Interlochen, where violinists
had to spend one week in the viola section. He took
to the viola like a fish to water.
In 1947, taking his doctor’s advice to attend college
in a warmer climate, Chalmers headed to Pomona
College and was “never sick a day.” He was asked
to stand in as a film double for the violinist Jascha
Heifetz. He graduated in 1951. He then entered
Stanford Law School and graduated in 1954.
Early in his law career, Chalmers practiced in San
Jose and played viola in the San Jose Symphony.
Wanting to strike out on his own, he opened a private law practice in Palo Alto. He retired in 1993.
In 1964, he married Alice Schaffer. They honeymooned in Jamaica where he was repeatedly mistaken for Teddy Kennedy, who had recently vacationed
there. They had two daughters, Sarah and Elizabeth
(Liz). Though he and Alice divorced in 1973, they
remained lifelong friends.
As a bachelor, Chalmers was helpless in the kitchen, so he ate every meal in a restaurant. He took his
girls on many adventures, including agreeing to a
weekend trip driving them around in a Winnebego.
He thrilled his young daughters with dramatic
tellings of his cases, including The Man Without a
Birthday, The Case of the Missing Violin, The Case of
the Missing Diamond, and The Case of the Missing
Finger (condensed versions on Youtube). The girls
learned to harmonize, enjoyed all his made-up

games, and delighted him with the smallest of gifts.
Chalmers loved underdogs. He was a loyal Peanuts
fan, and with Charlie Brown as his alter ego, he
started a family tradition of waiting until December
24 to buy the little Christmas tree no one wanted.
This carried over to his legal career. He was particularly proud of a big win in the Ninth Circuit Court of
Appeals against the Social Security Administration
(Folsom v. Pearsall), and lawyers from around the
country requested copies of his brief. In another
case, he represented a court stenographer in a $50
fee dispute as a favor; it somehow ended up in the
California Supreme Court, causing him endless
anxiety.
At a dinner party hosted by enterprising friends,
Chalmers met Carolyn Oleman Rumph. In addition
to being a mother of three, a full-time music teacher,
and a law school student at night, Carolyn was a phenomenal classical pianist. They married in 1977, and
Chalmers was a devoted husband and stepfather. The
couple shared a love of chamber music and played
with many of the Bay Area’s finest amateur musicians. Curtis and his wife Barbara moved to Palo
Alto, and the brothers enjoyed playing piano trios
together again.
Chalmers had an inimitable way of recounting
the highlights and lowlights of his life. Once, he received an invitation from a friend to play chamber
music with YoYo Ma and Emanuel Ax after their
recital at Davies. Chalmers had the biggest car,
so he was recruited to drive the performers to the
party. Chalmers white-knuckled it up and down San
Francisco’s hills, praying he wouldn’t get rear-ended
with the Jacqueline du Pré Stradivarius cello in the
trunk.
Carolyn and Chalmers were members of the
Manzanita Piano Quartet, and Chalmers played viola in the San Andreas String Quartet most Monday
evenings for over 50 years. Chalmers could play all
the major repertoire on viola or violin and had a
beautiful tone.
The couple subscribed to many musical series, including the SF Symphony, SF Opera, San

Jose Chamber Music Society, San Francisco
Performances, and Cal Performances. Chalmers was
like a kid in a candy shop when the season brochures
arrived, spending hours triangulating the best
offerings.
Chalmers had eclectic interests. He held season
tickets to the 49ers from the Kezar days and was
in his seat at the 45-yard-line at Candlestick when
Dwight Clark made “The Catch.” He enjoyed investing (and was a member of an investment club for
50 years before it disbanded), being a Rotarian, and
sharing his interest in WWII and Las Vegas with his
stepson, Stephen. He collected minerals, attended
Sharks games, read non-fiction, and enjoyed an occasional trip to the horse races. On a lark, he invested
in a quarter horse, which then dropped dead in a
field. Chalmers literally wouldn’t hurt a fly, and he’d
move heaven and earth to save a spider, much to the
consternation of Carolyn.
Chalmers and Carolyn presided over a large,
blended family. When it came to dispensing wisdom,
Chalmers specialized in self-deprecating witticisms:
“Nothing ventured, nothing lost,” and “Never do
today what you can put off ‘til tomorrow.”
Carolyn passed away in 2009, and a year later
Chalmers moved to Channing House where his
brother Curtis lived. Despite memory and health
setbacks, Chalmers continued to travel, attend concerts, and play chamber music, and he never lost
his courtly, gentlemanly manners and midwestern
charm.
His pleasures were innumerable: movies at The
Stanford Theater, the House of Prime Rib (where
he started going in the 1950s), deviled eggs at the
Peninsula Creamery, glazed donuts at Happy
Donuts, lunches at Dinah’s, whistling, strawberry
shortcake, and getting back scratches from his
daughters and grandchildren. He loved playing
peekaboo with babies, hiding behind his ever-present handkerchief.
Chalmers never lost his Walter Mitty daydreams
- being an impresario, owning a fountain, or filling in last-minute with a professional quartet. At
age 90, he traveled with his daughter and grandson
to his beloved Whiting and Interlochen. At 91, he
played his last string quartets the month before the
Covid-19 lockdown. His last 15 months he lived
in skilled nursing, where he watched Classics Arts
Showcase on KMTP, enjoying performances by musicians from yesteryear. When Covid rules allowed,
he played duets with his daughter and grandson,
and when the viola became too heavy, he switched
back to violin. Up until the week before he died, he
wondered when he would get to play with his friends
again and looked forward to seeing Rameau’s opera
Platée in Berkeley. All his life, he had a desire to
experience the beauty of the arts. He was generous,
unassuming, and never said an unkind word.
Chalmers is survived by his daughters Sarah Smith
(Paul Stein) and Liz Smith Currie (Chuck Currie);
grandchildren Harriet, Walter, Jessie, Frances and
Katherine; stepchildren Stephen Rumph, Todd
Rumph (Ruth), and Alison Trembly (Ara); nieces
Carolyn Davidson (Gordon) and Meg Smith; and
his first wife Alice Smith. He was predeceased by his
brother Curtis and sister-in-law Barbara Smith.
His family would like to thank the loving, skilled
employees of Channing House in Palo Alto, especially in the Skilled Nursing department.
Chalmers did not want a memorial service. In lieu
of flowers, the family suggests a donation to the San
Francisco Symphony, Save the Bay, or an underdog
of your choice.
PAID

Page 16 • May 21, 2021 • Palo Alto Weekly • www.PaloAltoOnline.com

OBITUARY

Pulse
POLICE CALLS
Palo Alto

May 13-May 19
Violence related
Emerson Street, 4/27, 8 a.m.; child
abuse/physical.
Embarcadero Road, 5/7, 2:22 a.m.;
arson.
High Street, 5/11, 1:29 a.m.; arson/
structure.
Webster Street, 5/12, 10:12 p.m.; sexual
assault.
Alma Street, 5/12, 9:16 p.m.; sex crime.
Webster Street, 5/13, 8:47 p.m.;
domestic violence/battery.
Amarillo Avenue, 5/16, 3:20 p.m.;
domestic violence/battery.
Theft related
Fraud . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Grand theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4
Petty theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4
Residential burglaries . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Shoplifting . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Vehicle related
Auto recovery . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
Auto theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4
Bicycle theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5
Driving w/ suspended license . . . . . . . 2
Hit and run . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Misc. traffic . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Stolen catalytic converter . . . . . . . . . . 3
Theft from auto . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6
Vehicle accident/minor injury . . . . . . . . 5
Vehicle accident/no injury . . . . . . . . . . 1
Vehicle accident/prop damage. . . . . . 2
Vehicle tow . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2

Kozy Brothers

Alcohol or drug related
Driving under influence . . . . . . . . . . . . 4
Drunk in public . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Possession of drugs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Miscellaneous
Found property . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4
Located missing person . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Lost property . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Misc. penal code violation . . . . . . . . . . 3
Missing person . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Outside investigation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Psychiatric subject . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4
Suspicious circumstances . . . . . . . . . . 7
Trespassing . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Vandalism . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
Warrant/other agency . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5

Menlo Park

May 12-May 18
Violence related
300 block Arden Road, 5/14, 8:46 p.m.;
spousal abuse.
Willow Road/Cleman Avenue, 5/18,
10:23 p.m.; robbery.
Theft related
Grand theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Petty theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4
Residential burglaries . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Vehicle related
Auto recovery . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Auto theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Bicycle theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Hit and run . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
Parking/driving violation . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Theft from auto . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Vehicle accident/no injury . . . . . . . . . . 1
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May 14, 1948 – May 6, 2021
David Gary Cole passed away
peacefully on May 6, 2021 in
Mountain View, California.
David was born in Grand
Rapids, Michigan on May 14, 1948
and his family moved to Santa
Clara, California when he was
5 years old. He attended Wilcox
High School and graduated from
San Jose State University with
a degree in English Literature.
While on track to obtain his
teaching credential, David took ownership of Sterling Custom
Upholstery, which he ran continuously and successfully for 50
years. He will be sorely missed by the Sterling family and extensive customer base throughout Silicon Valley.
David was an avid storyteller and known jokester, entertaining his fellow Rotarians at the Mountain View Rotary Club
where he was active for nearly 40 years. He selflessly volunteered in his spare time for a variety of community causes and
never met a stranger he couldn’t have a chat with. David thrived
on spinning hilarious, yet potentially inappropriate, yarns to
whoever would lend an ear. His “Sunday Funnies” social media posts were quite the hit, building up a devoted following
among family and friends. He was a larger-than-life character
and cherished time spent with a cocktail in hand, golfing, and
traveling the world with his lovely wife by his side.
David is survived by his wife of 33 years, Cindy Goldmann
Cole, as well as three children: Garrett Cole, Jennifer Akers,
Jamie Cole; five grandchildren: Kayden, Fiona, Taylor, Justin,
and Cooper; and one great granddaughter, Kennedy. He was
preceded in death by his son James Cole in 2011, as well as his
parents and two brothers Richard and Michael. He also leaves
behind his brother Patrick Cole, plus numerous nieces and
nephews.
David’s Celebration of Life will be held Saturday, May 22nd
at 11:00 a.m. at Spangler Mortuary, 174 North Sunnyvale Ave.,
Sunnyvale, CA.
In lieu of flowers the family suggests donations to the
Mountain View Rotary Club. Donations may be made by
check, credit card or Paypal. Please make checks payable to:
“Rotary Club of Mountain View LEF” and mail to the following address: Rotary Club of Mountain View, PO Box 390280,
Mountain View, CA 94039. To donate via Paypal or credit
card, please visit the following link: https://www.paypal.com/
donate?hosted_button_id=6JV2P2MFD8BFA
PAID
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The public is invited to provide input at the 2016
Measure B Citizens’ Oversight Committee’s
(MBCOC) public hearing on 2016 Measure B
revenues and expenditures for the periods of
Fiscal Years (FY) 2017-2019 and FY 2020:

¢

Wednesday, May 26, 2021
12:00 p.m.
Zoom videoconference
(includes phone capability)
In November 2016, Santa Clara County voters approved Measure B, a 30-year,
half-cent countywide sales tax devoted to enhancing transit, highways, expressways,
and active transportation (bicycles, pedestrian, and complete streets) within Santa
Clara County. Voters entrusted the MBCOC with oversight to ensure that Measure B
funds are being spent consistent with the ballot language and to inform voters on
Program compliance.
In 2019, the Santa Clara Valley Transportation Authority (VTA) began the process to
deliver the projects and programs contained in the 2016 Measure B Program, having
been delayed by an unsuccessful court challenge to the measure. Examples of the
many projects/programs underway include local streets/roads repair and improvements; highway interchanges; and bicycle/ pedestrian projects. More information on
projects/programs is available at VTA’s 2016 Measure B Program website:
vta.org/projects/funding/ 2016-measure-b.
To ensure everyone’s safety during the pandemic, there will be no physical location for
the public hearing. Further information on the public hearing is available at the Board &
Committee portal on vta.org. The public is encouraged to provide their input during
the Zoom meeting or via email, which will be accepted until 10:00 a.m. on 5/26/21 at:
board.secretary@vta.org.
Sign language and additional interpreter services will be provided upon request
by contacting VTA Customer Service at least five days prior to the hearing at
customer. service@vta.org or (408) 321- 2300, TTY (408) 321-2330.
Copies of 2016 Measure B Program documents, and the results of the independent
audits on (A) FYs 2017-2019 and (B) FY 2020, are available for public inspection from
8 a.m. to 5 p.m. weekdays at the VTA offices at 3331 N. First Street, San Jose,
CA in the Building B lobby. This information is also available at: vta.org/projects/
funding/2016-measure-b. Questions on the public hearing should be directed to:
Office of the Board Secretary at (408) 321-5680 or to board.secretary@vta.org.

Your 2016 Measure B Tax Dollars at Work!
www.vta.org • (408) 321-2300 • TTY (408) 321-2330
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Spectrum
Editorials, letters and opinions

This week on Town Square
Town Square is an online discussion forum at PaloAltoOnline.com/square
In response to ‘This prosecutor is on
a mission to help the Asian Pacific
Islander community fight race-based
crime’
Posted May 16 at 8:56 a.m. by Jefferson Daniels, a
resident of Barron Park:
“There were many rallies over the weekend addressing
this troubling issue and the Asian community is finally
having their voices heard.
Sadly, prejudice and racism is a venerable aspect of
the American social landscape and various animosities
between certain ethnicities may never fully subside or
disappear altogether.
The yellow whistles are both practical and symbolic
BUT what if there is no one there fully acknowledging
them as a cry for a humanistic and proactive change in
social attitudes?
Perhaps it is just human nature for some people to
perpetually despise one another’s existence as history
has shown us.”

In response to ‘Retiring teachers
reflect on decades of change in their
profession’
Posted May 15 at 2:44 a.m. by Jeremy Erman, a resident of Midtown:
“I saw Mr. Shelby’s name on the list of retiring teachers several months ago and was somewhat heartbroken.
I took one of his theater classes and was in several plays

Letters
Museum tickets
overpriced
Editor,
A first impression is hard to
change, and the new Palo Alto
Junior Museum and Zoo will
be misbranded if the proposed
ticket price becomes the real
one. Is the museum unfriendly
to families like a private, forprofit museum? Exclusive? Welldesigned but overpriced? A price
of $18 per person will define it
in these ways, however, the museum strives to make a different
impression.
Why not follow the advice of
the people who raised the money
for the new museum? They
recommend a much lower ticket price.
Why not remember that the
museum is a civic amenity, like
the park in which it is located?
The City Council should set the
price low, reinstall the donation
box from the old free-admission
days and have faith that gratitude
will do the rest.
JoAn Chace
Cowper Street, Palo Alto

when I was at Gunn HIgh School. His directing is so
good that his shows usually feel like professional productions. He’s done so much for theater in Palo Alto for
so long, he deserves a big send-off with a huge cast in a
sold-out auditorium. He’s also kept in touch with alumni,
and years ago instituted an annual Theatre Alumni Reunion potluck during winter break (which was of course
canceled this year due to COVID-19).
I’m glad to hear that Kristin Lo will succeed him. I
was in the gloriously silly “Orb O’ The Great” with her
at the Children’s Theatre, and the show was so much fun
that for years, I could only imagine her as her character
in the play.”

In response to ‘Survey shows Palo Alto
falls short on diversity’
Posted May 14 at 4:14 p.m. by Eric Filseth, a resident
of Downtown North:
“Some past city councils have worried that Palo Alto
might become a “white retirement community,” but Palo
Alto’s white population has been falling continuously
since the 1970s in both absolute numbers and percentage. I think it’s much more likely that Palo Alto’s demographics are driven by professional families from
the Silicon Valley moving north, attracted by our public
schools, services and general suburban vibe; and that
as Palo Alto’s (and indeed the Peninsula’s) older population continues to age out, it will be replaced by this
newer Silicon Valley one. If that notion is right, and
the trend data somewhat suggests it, then you’d expect

American dream
somewhere else
Editor,
Last month, the City Council
avoided one of its worst nightmares: accidentally doing something to facilitate affordable
housing development. Following
an effort by a developer to build
apartments in an area with some
single-family houses, the City
Council swooped in to make clear
that affordable housing should be
illegal in single-family neighborhoods across the city.

Here’s the good news: Palo Alto
has a plan for affordable housing.
It doesn’t require the city to spend
a dime incentivizing construction
for the teachers, service workers
and lower-income families who’d
benefit from affordable housing.
No bureaucracy or long planning
meetings are required to jumpstart this program, which long
has been in use in Palo Alto. It’s
tried and true.
Here’s the plan: if you can’t afford a home here, live somewhere
else! It’s easy. You may work

WHAT DO YOU THINK?
The Palo Alto Weekly encourages comments on our coverage
or on issues of local interest.

What do you think
about the City Council’s
budget decisions?
Submit letters to the editor of up to 300 words to letters@paweekly.com.
Submit guest opinions of 750 to 950 words to editor@paweekly.com. Include
your name, address and daytime phone number so we can reach you.
We reserve the right to edit contributions for length, objectionable content,
libel and factual errors known to us. Anonymous letters will generally not be
accepted. Submitting a letter to the editor or guest opinion constitutes a granting
of permission to the Palo Alto Weekly and Embarcadero Media to also publish it
online, including in our online archives and as a post on Town Square.
For more information, contact Editorial Assistant Lloyd Lee at llee@paweekly.
com or 650-223-6526 or Editor Jocelyn Dong at editor@paweekly.com.
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Palo Alto’s population to look more and more like Santa
Clara County’s over time.”

In response to ‘Opinion: Do we really
need a municipal broadband system?’
Posted May 14 at 11:34 a.m. by Vibhu Mittal, a resident of Barron Park:
“It would be nice to have more than one option (sometimes there isn’t even a single good option) for the internet. The article frames internet connectivity as a ‘nice
to have’ rather than a ‘must have’ but for many of us the
internet is our connection to the rest of the world, including our jobs. For something that critical, it makes sense
for the city to ensure quality and availability.
The question regarding whether wireless connectivity
might be enough (e.g. 5G or satellite) is very relevant.
But if we want to have multi-gig networks (Provo, Utah
has 10G connectivity options, for instance) fiber is likely
the only way. In that case, having the city treat it as a
critical utility makes sense.”

In response to ‘Palo Alto prepares
to tap into federal funds, reserves to
avoid budget cuts’
Posted May 13 at 11:23 a.m. by Eric Nee, a resident
of University South:
“Thank you Pat Burt for helping lead the efforts to tap
more of the federal money and reserves this year. As you
point out, that is exactly what the money’s for: to help out
now. Not to hold back for the next year or two.”

here, have family here, want to
send your kids to school here or
enjoy all that Palo Alto has to offer — and the City Council hears
you. They really do. They know
that Palo Alto is a bastion of opportunity and natural beauty. And
here’s their advice: Scram!
That may seem unfair to you.
But here’s what you have to remember: finders keepers, losers
weepers. They were here first!
You can’t seriously expect them
to want a low-income person to
be able to work hard, send their
kids to a good school here, watch

them go off and get an education
and build wealth for their family. Of course, they believe in the
American Dream — just not here.
Kudos to the City Council for
finding this creative affordable
housing solution. I’m sure state
housing law will have nothing to
say about our failure to build affordable housing here. And if it
does, we’ll just pursue our timehonored tradition of ignoring that
too!
Josh Kirmsse
Leland Avenue, Palo Alto
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3555 Murdoch Drive
Palo Alto


Ś ŚÛ/ŚÛ/#2

dyOoWUVsWbsdsVWppstbbWbUÛoOadMO_OMVdaOWbMOpWoBJ_O WMsdzbà
2VWp_WUVsø__OMaWMøKObsto|adMOobÛ/sOobBbM+oWKOVdaOWpWMOB__|
_dKBsOMbOBosdloBsOMpKVdd_pÛ BUWKB_ oWMUO+_B|UodtbMÛ WsKVO__
+Bo^ daatbWs| ObsOoÛBbM/W_WKdb8B__O|paB]dosOKVKdalBbWOpà
Living room has walls of windows and glass door that opens to the
yOoMBbsJBK^|BoMà VOTĆp^WsKVObVBpKtpsdazddMKBJWbOspÛntBos
KdtbsOosdlpÛJoOB^TBpsJBoÛpsBWb_OpppsOO_Bll_WBbKOpÛoOKOppOM
lighting and abundant storage. Spacious master bedroom suite
zWsVp^|_WUVspBbM_BoUOK_dpOsà dbtpTBaW_|oddado9dTKOà
+odTOppWdbB__|_BbMpKBlOM|BoMpzWsVModtUVsøsd_OoBbsl_Bbspà-tB_Ws|
TOBstoOpWbK_tMOÚVBoMzddMddopÛMtB_ølBbOzWbMdzpÛpd_BolBbO_pÛ
sBb^_OppzBsOoVOBsOoåbOzpOzOo_WbOœO_OKsoWKKBoKVBoUOoà_ddo
l_BbpVdzp_WyWbUpnàTddsBUOBpÛ/zVWKVWbK_tMOpsVOTBaW_|
room and utility room in converted garage.

Offered at $2,798,000

3555MurdochDr.com

Nadr Essabhoy
650.248.5898
nadr.essabhoy@compass.com
DRE 01085354

Sam Essabhoy
øø
sam.essabhoy@compass.com
DRE 02139787
dalBppWpBoOB_OpsBsOJod^Oo_WKObpOMJ|sVO/sBsOdT B_WTdobWBBbMBJWMOpJ|ntB_dtpWbU#lldostbWs|_BzpàWKObpO!taJOoà__aBsOoWB_loOpObsOMVOoOWbWpWbsObMOMTdoWbTdoaBsWdbB_ltoldpOpdb_|BbMWpKdalW_OMTodapdtoKOpMOOaOMoO_WBJ_OJtsVBpbdsJOObyOoWOMà VBbUOpWbloWKOÛKdbMWsWdbÛpB_O
or withdrawal may be made without notice. No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footage are approximate.
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Desiree Docktor Presents
JUST LISTED

791 Gailen Avenue, Palo Alto
Sleek Mid-Century Eichler located in the desirable
Meadow Park neighborhood!
b]d|WbMddoødtsMddo_WyWbUWbsVWpWKV_OoUOaà2VWpøJOModdaÛøJBsV
aBpsOolWOKOVBpJOObKdal_OsO_|oOToOpVOMzWsVbOzlBWbsWbpWMOBbMdtsÛ
tlMBsOMJBsVoddapÛBbMbOzl_Bb^ddoWbUà
Floor-to-ceiling windows offer views to the newly landscaped backyard with its
aBstoOKWsotpsoOOpBbMbOz_BzbàWUV_WUVspWbK_tMOdlObøJOBaKOW_WbUpÛoWKV
aBVdUBb|lBbO_OMzB__pÛp^|_WUVspÛBbMoBMWBbsVOBsWbUà
2VOtlMBsOM^WsKVObJdBpspJoBbMøbOzpsBWb_OppøpsOO_Bll_WBbKOpÛ doWBb
KdtbsOosdlpÛKtpsdaKBJWbOspBbMBTBaW_|øToWObM_|JoOB^TBpsJBozWsVlBsWdyWOzpà
2VOTdoaB__WyWbUæMWbWbUoddaTOBstoOpBzddMøJtobWbUoOl_BKOBbMO{lBbpWyO
views of the backyard.
øKBoUBoBUOÛl_tpKBoldosà/WstBsOMdbBntWOssoOOø_WbOMpsoOOszWsVOBp|BKKOpp
sdTdo|dtoMBW_|KdaatsOdoTdontWK^]Btbspsd/#Û/BboBbKWpKdÛdo/Bb
dpOà dbyObWObssd WsKVO__+Bo^WJoBo|Û VBo_Opsdb/VdllWbU ObsOoÛ.Badp
+Bo^Û;
ÛWKV_Oo/zWaœ2ObbWp _tJBbMsVO à B]dosOKVKdalBbWOpBbM
Stanford University are minutes away by car or bicycle.
Top rated Palo Alto Schools. Lovingly cared for by the same family for more than
Ts||OBopà dyOoWUVsWbBbMaB^OWs|dtopÝ

List Price: $2,798,000

791gailen.com

Highlights:
• 4 bedroom/ 2 bath
ÙİæøÛ/îlOo.OB_Wpsï
ÙİæøÛ/îlOo.OB_Wpsï
Ù_O{WJ_O_ddol_BbÛp^|_WUVspBbMoOl_BKO
• Updated Kitchen with New Stainless steel
Bll_WBbKOpÛ doWBbKdtbsOosdlpBbMKtpsda
cabinets
• Updated Bathrooms
Ù-tB_Ws|MOsBW_pÚ BVdUBb|lBbO_OMzB__pÛ
dlObøJOBaKOW_WbUpÛoBMWBbsVOBsWbU
• New Plank Floors

Desiree Docktor
650.291.8487
desiree.docktor@compass.com
Desiree.docktor.com
DRE #01808874
Compass is the brand name used for services provided by one or more of the Compass group of subsidiary companies. Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing OpldostbWs|_BzpàWKObpO!taJOoà__aBsOoWB_loOpObsOMVOoOWbWpWbsObMOMTdoWbTdoaBsWdbB_ltoldpOpdb_|BbMWpKdalW_OMTodapdtoKOpMOOaOMoO_WBJ_OJtsVBpbdsJOObyOoWOMà VBbUOpWbloWKOÛKdbMWsWdbÛpB_Odo
withdrawal may be made without notice. No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footage are approximate.
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• Freshly painted interior and exterior
• Landscaped yard with new lawn and mature
KWsotpsoOOpÛModtUVssd_OoBbsl_Bbsp
• Newly installed automatic sprinkler system
• Carport
• 1-Car Garage
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solar struggles
As contractors opt out of working in Palo Alto,
city looks to tame its unruly permitting process

BY GENNADY SHEYNER

Ramiro Martinez and Moises Gonzalez of Cinnamon Energy Systems install a solar panel on the roof of a house in Hillsborough on May 18. Photo by Daniela Beltran B.

B

arry Cinnamon is a
true believer when it
comes to solar power.
For the past 20 years, his
Campbell-based company,
Cinnamon Energy Systems,
has been installing solar panels and energy storage systems all over the Peninsula
— with one notable exception. About 10 years ago,
he decided to stop working
in Palo Alto — stifled by the
high costs and city’s chronic
permitting delays.
“Palo Alto is so bad with solar permitting that every single
reputable solar company has basically abandoned and refused to
do solar and solar storage work
in Palo Alto,” Cinnamon told the
Weekly in a recent interview. “It’s
so expensive, time consuming and
frustrating.”
He recalled the 2010 incident
that made him throw in the towel.
First, the city requested that he
provide them with a printed installation manual for the solar inverter
that his company was installing,
even though it was available

online. After he submitted one —
and waited more than three weeks
for a response — the city requested a specification for a bracket he
would use to attach the inverter
to the wall. He provided that and
waited a few more weeks. Then he
was asked to provide engineering
drawings for the screws he would
use to attach the bracket that affixes the inverter to the wall. Then
more waiting.
By the time Cinnamon was
asked for specifications for the
torque tool his company was using to drill in the screws for the
bracket, he had accumulated a
5-inch-thick loose-leaf notebook
of engineering plans and supporting documents.
And he’d had enough.
“I called the customer and said,
‘We’re done.’ We walked away
and gave the customer’s deposit
back,” Cinnamon said. “We saw
that this is never going to end.”
Cinnamon is hardly alone. Contractors and Palo Alto residents
are awash with horror stories
about the city’s permitting process, whether for solar systems,
generators or electric vehicle
chargers. Some companies, like
Cinnamon’s, now stay away from
Palo Alto altogether. Others, like
Cobalt Power, add a $2,500 surcharge when installing in Palo
Alto, according to emails from the

company that the Utilities Advisory Commission saw last month.
“It’s a shame because Palo Alto
has so many residents who really
care about the environment, are
concerned about climate change
and want to do something to help,”
Mark Byington, CEO of Cobalt,
told the Weekly in an email.
Cobalt, he noted, has “hung in
there” and continues to work in
the city. There are people in Development Services who really
care about what they do and try
to serve the community, Byington
said.
“But other times personalities
get in the way, and it seems to take
on a life of its own, and becomes a
power play or an adversarial situation,” he said.
While Palo Alto’s permitting
snafus are far from new, they
have become more pronounced
as more residents switch to electric vehicles, put up solar panels
and install energy solar systems
like Tesla’s Powerwall — a trend
that the city ostensibly encourages. The City Council’s plan to
reduce carbon emissions by 80%
by 2030, with 1990 as the baseline, banks on widespread electrification of cars and buildings.
The city’s implementation plan
includes the policy: “Increase
energy resilience by assessing opportunities for local distributed

energy resources, energy storage,
microgrid installations, and hometo-grid.” The goal, already viewed
by many as aspirational, will be
practically impossible if the cost
of going electric remains prohibitively high for potential customers
and area contractors.
The Utilities Advisory Commission acknowledged that at its
April 9 meeting when it discussed
the city’s permitting process and
generally agreed that it needs to
be reformed.
“This issue does appear to be
acute at this point,” Chair Lisa
Forssell said. “Taken specifically in light of the city’s sustainability goals — 80x30, (with)
electrification being a major
component of that — it’s really
important to make it as streamlined as possible.”

On closer inspection
Contractors and residents offer
a variety of reasons for the delays:
confusing rules; uniquely rigorous requirements; and inspectors
who seem to go out of their way to
make the process as long and as
painful as possible.
Several contractors, including
Cinnamon, speculate that the city
has a financial incentive not to
approve solar installations. Palo

Alto, after all, owns its own municipal utility, which sells electricity to customers. More solar panels
and energy storage systems, the
thinking goes, means less reliance
by local homeowners on the city’s
utilities.
“I have to hand it to the city. It’s
commendable that electric rates in
Palo Alto are cheaper than electric
rates in PG&E. That’s great. But
the city makes money by selling
electricity, and that money goes to
support everything going on in the
city,” Cinnamon said.
David Coale, a solar installer
and board member in the advocacy group Carbon Free Palo
Alto, thinks the issues have more
do with City Hall culture. Coale
has been advocating for reforms to
Palo Alto’s permitting process for
nearly two decades. He suggested
at the April 9 meeting of the utilities panel that it’s time for the city
to simply outsource permitting.
The city, he said, has proven that
it either doesn’t want to — or can’t
— fix the problems.
“It will be difficult to fix it with
the same culture and same personnel that are still there,” Coale said
at the hearing. “And it’s an ongoing problem. It’s a proven problem
that’s long overdue to be fixed.”
In recent interviews, Coale was
(continued on page 26)
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Palo Alto versus
the world

Solar
(continued from page 25)

Magali Gauthier

David Coale kneels in front of solar panels he installed on a Palo Alto home.
— like I wanted to burn houses
down,” Coale said.
That conversation, however, is
starting to evolve. Last month, city
staff and the Utilities Advisory
Commission acknowledged that
Palo Alto’s requirements for solar
installations are indeed tougher
than they are elsewhere and that
the city needs to reform — and
speed up — its permitting process.
There’s little doubt, however,
that the city’s ownership of its
utilities contributes to the permitting snags that customers often experience. Permit approvals in Palo
Alto require coordination between
the Development Services, Fire
and Utilities departments, which
until recently often entailed multiple inspections by representatives
from the different departments.
In addition to the building permit application, Palo Alto customers are required to submit an
interconnection agreement with
detailed information about the
photovoltaic system for review
by the Utilities Department. This
review includes confirmation by
Utilities that the system meets a
long list of requirements, including the ability to shut off the
power in each battery or powerwall and a dedicated disconnect
system for the photovoltaic system
— requirements that do not exist
in neighboring jurisdictions.
Don Jackson, who concluded
his term on the Utilities Advisory
Commission last week, compared
the experience of installing a solar installation in Palo Alto and
meeting all the interconnection
requirements to refinancing a
mortgage. At the April 9 discussion, Jackson urged the city to take
a close look at these requirements
and revise them so as to “optimize
the cost of complexity of electrification projects.”
“We’re really trying to push the
envelope on electrification,” Jackson said. “We have aggressive
goals. We’re trying to be a leader
to the region, to the rest of the
state, to the rest of the country, and
our interconnection requirements
and code have to support that. ...
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We’re really shooting ourselves
and our residents in the feet here.”
For Jackson, the issue hits particularly close to home. In a recent
interview, he recalled his own experience in looking for a contractor to install an electric storage
system at his home.
“When I went to bid, I had who
I would consider to be a very
qualified contractor in the area
say, ‘I’m not going to bid your
job in Palo Alto because we don’t
serve Palo Alto,’” said Jackson,
who was speaking as an individual and not as a representative of
the commission. “They don’t go
into a lot of reasons why, but when
you put that experience with what
you’ve heard, it’s easy to see why
they’re saying that. There are easier places for them to do business
and they prefer to do business in
those areas.”
To be sure, customer experiences aren’t uniformly bad. Permits
to install small photovoltaic systems — up to 10 kilowatts — can
be obtained quickly through an
over-the-counter process. Larger and more complex systems,
however, have to go through the
“express” or “regular” process,
with the latter reserved for more
complex projects, including those
that contain multiple systems
(such as solar panels, electric vehicle charging stations and storage systems). And despite the
procedural maze that contractors
are often forced to run through,
many residents remain committed
to electrifying their homes, cars
and appliances and to install solar
panels.
According to a report from
TRC, a firm that the city commissioned to review its permitting
process, the city approved 115
permits for photovoltaic systems
in 2020, up from 99 in 2019 and
100 in 2018. The report does not
list the number of permits it has
approved for electric storage systems, though Jackson estimated
that there are about 20 such installations in Palo Alto.
Nancy Cohen, a resident of Barron Park, said she was able to get

through the permitting process
for solar panels at her home in
just a few weeks. The process was
so easy that the only problem she
had encountered with her system
was when one of her grandchildren hit the GFCI button, which
knocked off power. Cohen, who
installed her panels in 2017, said
she enjoys both the environmental
and economical benefits of generating electricity at her own home.
“I go many months of the year
with no electric bill,” Cohen said.
Jackson also noted that he had
no problems with the city’s permitting process when undertaking
other projects — namely, installations of an electric HVAC unit
and an electric water heater —
but things became more opaque
and difficult when he began to
plan out his solar project, which
includes panels and a storage
system.
Much of the difficulty, he said,
stems from the fact that both solar panels and electric storage
systems are relatively new technologies. The building code is
“outmoded” and does not keep
up with the latest advances, he
suggested.
“Rapidly evolving space is not
something that building codes are
optimized around,” Jackson said
in an interview.

The report from TRC, which
surveyed 13 county jurisdictions,
largely supports the prevalent view
that Palo Alto’s permitting process
is longer, more complex and more
difficult than it is elsewhere. It includes a “pre-application” phase,
which other cities lack, and a host
of requirements that go “above
and beyond neighboring jurisdictions,” the report states.
These include a dedicated AC
disconnect for photovoltaic systems; separate shutoffs for photovoltaics and energy storage systems in projects that include both
components; and a requirement
that utility applications be submitted during the building permit
process, even though key details of
the new system — including size
and specification — may not yet
be finalized.
The TRC report notes that the
city’s inspection checklists are
also “longer than (in) other jurisdictions” and include requirements for a placard diagramming
where all the shutoffs are located.
The report concluded that while
Palo Alto’s “over-the-counter”
process is comparable to that in
other jurisdictions, its timelines
for both “express” and “regular”
plan reviews are generally longer
by comparison.
Contractors who were interviewed by TRC “consistently
reported that inspections for residential PV, EV charging, and ESS
were excessively detailed and
onerous compared to other jurisdictions, including requirements
such as torquing all connections,”
the report states.
“Because of those detailed inspection procedures, contractors
also reported that the electrical inspector often splits inspections for
PV systems into two separate visits (not counting re-inspection for
correcting errors), contrary to the
state mandates requiring a single
inspection for small residential PV
systems,” the report states, alluding to Assembly Bill 2188, a 2014
law that requires a streamlined,
over-the-counter process with a
single inspection for solar installations with up to 10 kilowatts.
(The law still provides for longer
time-frames when larger systems
are involved.)

Magali Gauthier

one of several contractors who
singled out inspector Rhonda
Parkhurst, a national expert in
electric systems whose passion
for imposing requirements that
don’t exist anywhere else has
helped drive contractors out of the
city. Some inspectors, Coale said,
won’t leave a job unless they find
something wrong and make you
fix it. Parkhurst, he said, seems to
go out of her way to make things
difficult for solar installers. (Several other contractors echoed that
assessment.)
“The torque test that they do on
mechanical and electrical systems
— no other jurisdiction does that.
And if you have Rhonda as an
inspector, she’ll point at the most
difficult panel to reach 100% of
the time,” Coale said.
The city declined to make
Parkhurst available for an interview for this article. Planning
Director Jonathan Lait said he is
unable to discuss personnel issues
involving individual employees,
though he noted that the city has
recently made moves to reform
and improve its inspection process. Under one recently adopted
procedure, building inspectors
now work in pairs — an approach
that allows them to learn from
each other and that aims to “reinforce a common approach to customer service.”
The city has also taken steps
to improve coordination between
inspectors from different departments. For smaller projects, a
building inspector can now perform inspections that previously
required separate visits from Development Services, Fire and Utilities. For larger and more complex
ones, the departments are coordinating their visits to avoid having
to perform inspections at different
times of the day — a move that he
said will save customers time.
“We want to perform this work
with a focus on customer service
that is consistent, professional and
respectful of our time and their
time,” Lait said.
Lait also rejected any insinuation that the city’s status as a seller
of electricity creates an incentive
for its inspectors to slow down
solar panel installations. Delaying
installations, he said, would run
completely against the city’s values and its focus on sustainability,
he said.
“Rolling out solar energy in the
city is a council priority. It’s a priority shared by Utilities and the
Planning and Development Services departments, and we’re committed to serving these efforts.”
But environmental activists like
Coale, who is working with the
city to help reform its permitting
process, say the city has historically made it hard to even broach
the subject of easing some of the
existing requirements.
“When you start, they immediately go to, ‘You want us to make
it more unsafe?’ That’s the type of
conversations they hold. At one
meeting I was called an arsonist

Nancy Cohen stands in front of her Palo Alto home, on which there
are solar panels installed, on May 12.
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The pandemic has only worsened the city’s permitting problems
by forcing Development Services
to close its counters and shift its
services online, according to city
staff and TRC. Removing faceto-face counter hours, the report
noted, “inevitably slows the review
process for some permit types and
limits opportunities for collaboration and problem solving with
customers, within the department,
and with other departments such as
Utilities.”
Lait also suggested at the
April 9 meeting that the pandemic has made the process more
complicated.
“For the kind of work we
would’ve done in office, we have
to do three times as much remotely,” Lait said during the April 9
discussion.
Now, in response to complaints
from customers — some of whom
had been trapped in the permitting
system for six months or longer —
and commissioners, the city is trying to avoid the pitfalls by encouraging more interactions between
inspectors and contractors. Under a
new procedure, the city now schedules virtual meetings with contractors whose applications require
more than one submission, with the
goal of resolving any snags early in
the process.

‘The ding comes
to contractors
or installers and
homeowners. They
have to pay the price
— in time and money.’
— David Coale,
solar installer

any requirements that are not imposed by other jurisdictions. Commissioner Lauren Smith made a
similar point.
“If it’s OK in nearby jurisdictions, it should be OK in Palo Alto,”
Smith said. “That mostly makes
sense to me. There’s no reason to
think that safety is no more of a priority in other local communities.”
Lait committed to returning
to the commission in about four
months with a report about the
progress the city has made in
streamlining its permitting process. He also assured the commission that the city will address
the “truly outrageous” turnaround
times of four to five months that
some customers have reportedly
experienced over the past year.
“If we’re asking for requirements
that go above and beyond state law,
clearly there’s an area there that we
need to take a look at and see why
we’re doing that,” Lait said.

The need for speed
While Palo Alto is working to
speed up its internal process, state
legislators are also exploring ways
to speed up permitting for solar installations across the Golden State
— a key component in California’s
ambitious goal to cut greenhousegas emissions by 40% by 2030,
with 1990 as the baseline. Senate Bill 617, which is authored by
State Senator Scott Wiener, D-San
Francisco, would require cities
and counties to establish online
systems that instantaneously issue
permits for solar energy systems no
larger than 38.4 kilowatts. Under
the proposed legislation, cities with
populations of 50,000 and higher
would need to adopt such platforms
by Sept. 30, 2022. Wiener noted
in a statement that numerous Bay
Area cities, including Pleasant Hill
and San Jose, already use online
permitting for solar installations.
According to Wiener’s office, San
Jose has seen a 600% increase in
approvals since it upgraded its permitting system in 2016.
During an April 26 hearing of
the Committee on Energy, Utilities and Communications, Wiener
argued that SB 617 is above all “a
climate bill” and suggested that
automated permitting systems are
needed to help California achieve
its climate goals
“Currently only 10% of ratepayers have solar energy. That number
needs to triple in the next decade
if we expect to meet our clean energy goals,” Wiener said before the
committee voted 12-2 to support
the legislation and forward it to the
Appropriation Committee.
Lait said that regardless of
whether the bill passes or not, he is
interested in having the city explore
technology that speeds up the process. Conceptually, he said, doing
online permitting for small projects is a good idea, provided that
the system can address the city’s
safety concerns
“I think the idea of leveraging
our permitting system in that manner is positive,” Lait said.
While the utilities commission lauded staff’s ongoing push
to speed up the process, neither

Cinnamon nor Coale are entirely
convinced that these efforts will
bear fruit any time soon. Last summer, Cinnamon returned to Palo
Alto to perform a solar installation
after a nearly decade-long hiatus
to see if anything had changed. To
his chagrin, the application was
still making its way through city
permitting as of last week.
He compared the process to San
Jose, where his company has completed entire installations within a
week. Both San Jose and Saratoga,
he said, take between two and three
hours to approve a solar battery
permit. All Palo Alto has to do if
it wants to improve the situation is
copy what those cities are doing.
“I have very little confidence that
this admirable (reform) effort will
be successful,” Cinnamon said.
“Simplifying the process is something every surrounding community has done. All they have to do
is adopt best practices.”
Lait said the city is doing exactly that. Staff is now surveying
other utilities to see what kinds of
requirements they have for things
like AC disconnects. Energy storage, he noted, “is a rapidly changing field,” and the city wants to
make sure that any new systems
have proper safeguards to ensure
that they can be switched off when
employees are checking meters
or performing maintenance on its
electric system.
“We’re doing our best to keep
up with technology to make sure
we have safe energy systems,” Lait
said.
Some problems, he noted, had already been fixed. The TRC report
cited Palo Alto’s peculiar practice
of requiring contractors to follow
stringent formatting requirements
when submitting documents, which
includes bookmarking and indexing. Lait said that the city has already scuttled these requirements.
Building officials are also

looking at easing some zoning
rules to encourage electrification,
which may include relaxing setback requirements from property
lines to allow electric storage systems and heat pump water heaters
in side yards, Lait said.
The city is also committing
to getting things done faster, he
said. Its newly adopted timelines
call for completing small projects
within two weeks and to get larger
ones approved within 30 days. He
encouraged contractors who face
complications to email him (pdsdirector@cityofpaloalto.org). He
also suggested that contractors who
tried to apply during the pandemic
and experienced massive delays try
again. They will see that “it’s a different story” now.
“If it’s not, then I’ve got a bigger
problem,” Lait added.
Coale, for his part, believes that
the city must improve the culture
within the Development Services
department as part of the reform
process. Even if the city follows the
commission’s direction to require
staff to “justify” Palo Alto-only requirements, expert inspectors will
always find ways to justify even
the most useless requirements. To
do otherwise, Coale said, would be
to imply that employees had been
wrong to impose those requirements. That, he suggested, is unlikely to happen at City Hall.
“The city stands by their people
no matter what, to the end,” Coale
said. “There’s no downside to the
city if they make it more difficult
for contractors, no downside if a
contractor charges extra $2,500 for
permitting. They don’t get dinged
in any way.
“The ding comes to contractors or installers and homeowners.
They have to pay the price — in
time and money.” Q
Em ail
Staff
Wr i ter
Gennady Sheyner at gsheyner@
paweekly.com.

Daniela Beltran B.

Lait said the city is also reviewing the plan-check requirements
from all of the departments and
will be posting them online so that
contractors “will not get caught off
guard.”
He acknowledged that better coordination between departments
is key. Just recently, Lait said, he
spoke to a contractor who was
complaining about the fact that
three different departments required him to include a disconnect
on his system — which resulted in
him having three disconnects. After a conversation that involved the
chief building official and building
inspectors, the city determined that
the project actually requires just
one disconnect, though another one
may be needed in the future if the
system is redesigned.
“These are the kinds of things
we’re working out,” Lait said.
“We’re at a place where we’re not
out of the woods yet, but over time
— and not over a long period of
time — I’d expect the system to be
a lot smoother than it has been, certainly over the past year, but even
better than it was before. Because
we expect a lot more applications
to come in.”
While COVID-19 exacerbated
the city’s permitting problems, numerous contractors have maintained
that many of the issues — namely,

the city’s onerous requirements and
rigid City Hall culture — precede
the pandemic and will likely outlive
it. The TRC report concluded that
Development Services staff “lack
clean guidance on plan review for
new electrification technologies”
and that Palo Alto’s excessive inspection practices fail to comply
with the state’s inspection mandates
for photovoltaic systems.
TRC recommended that the
city “comply with state-mandated
single inspection for PV systems
and reduce the burden of electrical inspection by limiting the scope
of the inspection to what is accessible at the time of inspection.” It
also urged the city to “eliminate
requirements that exceed code or
ordinance requirements” and that
the city “improve communications with customers and contractors by consolidating information
documents in a more accessible
location.”
Lait assured the commission
that he is taking the report’s recommendations and the contractors’
comments “very seriously.” He
said he is working with the Utilities
and Fire departments to eliminate
the delays that continue to plague
the process. He also pledged to
talk to managers in the various
departments about “what their responsibilities and authorities are”
and suggested that recently hired
inspectors will help address the
cultural issues cited by Coale and
others.
“While I acknowledge we still
have a lot of familiar faces that are
part of our program for a number
of years — we also have some new
people who are engaged in this
and are motivated to make some
changes,” Lait said. “I’m a little bit
more optimistic, but I understand
why others might not be, about our
ability to make some changes in
this regard.”
The Utilities Advisory Commission overwhelmingly agreed that
the Palo Alto permitting process
needs an overhaul, with numerous
commissioners recommending that
the city bring its requirements for
photovoltaic systems into alignment with other cities’. Jackson
suggested that the TRC report may
have underplayed the city’s permitting problems.
“It’s not in the best interest of
contractors to criticize the Palo
Alto planning department on the
record,” Jackson said. “The report,
as decent and good as it is — it’s
pretty seriously underestimating
the size of the issue here.”
Michael Danaher, who like Jackson concluded his commission tenure last week, recommended that
the city “immediately suspend any
requirements that aren’t enforced
by neighboring jurisdictions.” The
city, he said, should have “a high
bar” for reinstating those requirements, or any new ones that aren’t
in place anywhere else.
“We need a procedural way to
counterbalance institutional tendencies to be extra cautious,” Danaher said.
Commissioner A.C. Johnston
concurred and said the city should
have a procedure for requiring the
Utilities Department to “justify”

Ramiro Martinez and Moises Gonzalez install a solar panel on the
roof of a house in Hillsborough on May 18.
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Arts & Entertainment
A weekly guide to music, theater, art, culture, books and more, edited by Karla Kane

By Heather Zimmerman

F

rench hornist Adam Unsworth has
long nurtured two seemingly opposed musical loves: the French
horn and jazz.
“I just happened to pick an instrument
that’s not a common jazz instrument.
French horns are not included in jazz ensembles very often,” Unsworth said in an
interview with this publication.
And that’s why, as the newest member of
Quadre, Unsworth may jazz things up a bit
when it comes to the Mountain View-based
horn ensemble’s repertoire. Unsworth is
also a composer who primarily writes jazz
works, though it’s a genre that typically
doesn’t offer much for French horn.
He officially joined Quadre in February.
The group’s three other members, Amy Jo
Rhine, Lydia Van Dreel and Daniel Wood,
invited him to join them last summer, following the retirement of longtime member
Nathan Pawelek.
Local audiences will be able to hear
the ensemble’s new lineup in person next
month, during Quadre’s California tour.
The group is planning a series of performances June 21-27 of its “What Is Home?”
program, which “speaks to the incredibly
uplifting work that is being done every day
by organizations that serve the unhoused
community,” according to the ensemble’s
newsletter.
The group’s upcoming tour will include

Quadre focuses on social justice issues as part of its mission and has partnered with
community agencies that support the unhoused. On instruments that include the
alphorn (far right), the quartet plays concerts for these agencies’ clients and aims to
raise awareness. Courtesy Quadre.

a June 26 concert outdoors at the Mountain
View Center for the Performing Arts. For
those hoping for a sneak peek, the group
will also livestream a rehearsal next month,
with details to come on Quadre’s Facebook
page, facebook.com/quadre4horns.

the University of Michigan in Ann Arbor,
where he lives with his family.

A musical upbringing

Working together from afar

Unsworth was raised around music.
His father was on the faculty of the Crane
School of Music in upstate New York,
where, as a child, he was able to attend
concerts and began studying the horn with
a professor at the college.
“I definitely had advantages in that way.
And I loved playing the horn, from the first
day I took it home from school in fourth
grade,” he said.
His family also helped instill a love of
jazz. With his father playing jazz piano,
and his older brother a jazz bassist, it was
the music he grew up listening to.
From middle school through college, in
addition to French horn, Unsworth played
the electric bass, an instrument more at
home in a jazz ensemble. In grad school
at University of Wisconsin, Madison, he
eventually sold his bass in order to have the
money to start taking auditions.
“I started playing jazz on the horn in my
master’s degree and then kept going,” he
said.
Unsworth is now a professor of horn at

With Quadre’s members based in different parts of the country, well before the
pandemic the group was already doing a
lot of work remotely. The group talks for
a couple of hours each month, making decisions about repertoire and planning for
future seasons, and then comes together
throughout the year for performances.
The model seems well-suited for the
work-from-home world, with one significant exception: Virtual rehearsals aren’t
possible.
“There’s what they call latency, where
there’s a delay. And so to actually play together is quite difficult,” Unsworth said.
Due to the pandemic, until recently, inperson performances have been limited.
Since accepting the invitation to join the
ensemble last summer, Unsworth has had
a chance to play with Quadre only a couple
of times, including during a trip to the Bay
Area last fall, when the group had their
first real chance to rehearse together. The
ensemble also performed at several local
food pantries during the visit.

Focusing on social justice

Courtesy Quadre

Quadre features, from left, Adam Unsworth, Amy Jo Rhine, Lydia Van Dreel and
Daniel Wood.

Quadre emphasizes social justice in its
programming, with themes for each season
that highlight key issues facing society. For
its 2020-21 season, “Homelessness: Hope,
Humanity and Heart,” Quadre is exploring
the meaning of “home” in our community
and has commissioned composers Nina
Shekhar and Ben Shirley to create works
on the theme.
As part of its June tour, Quadre is also
partnering with South Bay organizations
that support the unhoused community,
such as the Bill Wilson Center, Martha’s
Kitchen and WeHOPE, to present performances for those agencies’ clients.
The ensemble’s June 26 performance
in Mountain View will feature multimedia artist Kristopher Grant; percussionist
James Kassis; and new works by composers Shekhar, Shirley, Michael Kaulkin and
Zachary McDonald and by artistic director
and composer Wood.

Kaulkin and McDonald were the firstand second-place winners, respectively, of
Quadre’s 2020 International Composition
Contest. “What Is Home?’ will feature their
winning works: Kaulkin’s “By Hook or By
Crook” and McDonald’s “Locked Up.”
Quadre launched its 2021 composition
contest last month and is seeking entries until June 1, with first place receiving a prize
of $1,000 and second place receiving $500.
The winning works will be performed in
the 2021-22 season.

Leaving room to improvise
Unsworth is working on a piece for Quadre’s 2021-22 season, which will explore
the theme of environmental issues and climate change. In writing this new work, he
said, he’s trying to evoke a sense of clean
air and clean water in the music.
With his compositions focusing on jazz,
Unsworth said “composing for a horn
quartet is something that will be different
for me. (Jazz) is just a very different musical world where there’s a lot of improvisation. The structure is a lot more sparse by
design, because you want to leave room for
the improvisation.”
While he might leave a bit of space for
improv in the piece, Unsworth said he’s also
looking at bringing in a jazz influence in
other ways, possibly through a collaboration
with a percussionist, noting that the group
often collaborates with other musicians.
In discussing the ensemble’s social justice mission, Unsworth pointed out that
French horns, in the time long before
phones, were used as “calling instruments”
— a way to send signals across long distances, or more metaphorically in this case,
sending a call to action.
While the idea of signaling by horn may
have a particularly quaint appeal in this era
of Zoom, Quadre is using its instruments
to send some calls that its musicians hope
listeners will want to answer.
For more information about Quadre’s upcoming performances, visit quadre.org. Q
A version of this story previously appeared on mv-voice.com.
Email Assistant Editor Heather
Zimmerman at hzimmerman@paweekly.
com.
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995 Fictitious Name
Statement
SAVAGE GARDENERS
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
File No.: FBN674539
The following person (persons) is (are) doing
business as:
Savage Gardeners, located at 590 Lambert
Way, Mountain View, CA 94043, Santa Clara
County.
This business is owned by: An Individual.
The name and residence address of the
registrant(s) is(are):
YIWEI ZHENG
590 Lambert Way
Mountain View, CA 94043
Registrant began transacting business under
the fictitious business name(s) listed above on
04/07/2021.
This statement was filed with the County
Clerk-Recorder of Santa Clara County on April
22, 2021.
(PAW Apr. 30; May 7, 14, 21, 2021)

997 All Other Legals
NOTICE OF PETITION TO ADMINISTER ESTATE
OF:
DEBRA ANNE LEWIS
Case No.: 21-PRO-00428
To all heirs, beneficiaries, creditors, contingent
creditors, and persons who may otherwise
be interested in the will or estate, or both, of
DEBRA ANNE LEWIS.
A Petition for Probate has been filed by: ATIRA
R. LEWIS in the Superior Court of California,
County of SAN MATEO.
The Petition for Probate requests that:
ATIRA R. LEWIS be appointed as personal
representative to administer the estate of the
decedent.
The petition requests authority to administer
the estate under the Independent
Administration of Estates Act. (This authority
will allow the personal representative to
take many actions without obtaining court
approval. Before taking certain very important
actions, however, the personal representative
will be required to give notice to interested
persons unless they have waived notice
or consented to the proposed action.) The
independent administration authority will
be granted unless an interested person files
an objection to the petition and shows good
cause why the court should not grant the
authority.
A HEARING on the petition will be held on
May 25, 2021 at 9:00 a.m. in Dept.: 11, of
the Superior Court of California, County of
San Mateo, located at 400 County Center,
Redwood City, CA 94063.
If you object to the granting of the petition,
you should appear at the hearing and state
your objections or file written objections with
the court before the hearing. Your appearance
may be in person or by your attorney.
If you are a creditor or a contingent creditor
of the decedent, you must file your claim with
the court and mail a copy to the personal
representative appointed by the court within
the later of either (1) four months from the
date of first issuance of letters to a general
personal representative, as defined in section
58 (b) of the California Probate Code, or (2)
60 days from the date of mailing or personal
delivery to you of a notice under section
9052 of the California Probate Code. Other
California statutes and legal authority may
affect your rights as a creditor. You may want
to consult with an attorney knowledgeable in
California law. You may examine the file kept
by the court. If you are a person interested
in the estate, you may file with the court a
Request for Special Notice (form DE-154) of
the filing of an inventory and appraisal of
estate assets or of any petition or account
as provided in Probate Code section 1250. A
Request for Special Notice form is available
from the court clerk.
Attorney for Petitioner:
Daniel L. DuRee
1535 N. Main Street, Suite 240
Walnut Creek, CA 94596
(925) 210-1400
(PAW May 7, 14, 21, 2021)
NOTICE OF PETITION TO ADMINISTER ESTATE
OF:
SANDER SALADINO BALLESTEROS
Case No.: 21PR189961
To all heirs, beneficiaries, creditors, contingent
creditors, and persons who may otherwise
be interested in the will or estate, or both, of
SANDER SALADINO BALLESTEROS.
A Petition for Probate has been filed by:
PUBLIC ADMINISTRATOR OF THE COUNTY
OF SANTA CLARA in the Superior Court of
California, County of SANTA CLARA.
The Petition for Probate requests that:

PUBLIC ADMINISTRATOR OF THE COUNTY
OF SANTA CLARA be appointed as personal
representative to administer the estate of the
decedent.
The petition requests the decedent’s will
and codicils, if any, be admitted to probate.
The will and any codicils are available for
examination in the file kept by the court.
The petition requests authority to administer
the estate under the Independent
Administration of Estates Act. (This authority
will allow the personal representative to
take many actions without obtaining court
approval. Before taking certain very important
actions, however, the personal representative
will be required to give notice to interested
persons unless they have waived notice
or consented to the proposed action.) The
independent administration authority will
be granted unless an interested person files
an objection to the petition and shows good
cause why the court should not grant the
authority.
A HEARING on the petition will be held on
July 14, 2021 at 9:01 a.m. in Dept.: 13 of the
Superior Court of California, County of Santa
Clara, located at 191 N. First St., San Jose, CA,
95113.
If you object to the granting of the petition,
you should appear at the hearing and state
your objections or file written objections with
the court before the hearing. Your appearance
may be in person or by your attorney.
If you are a creditor or a contingent creditor
of the decedent, you must file your claim with
the court and mail a copy to the personal
representative appointed by the court within
the later of either (1) four months from the
date of first issuance of letters to a general
personal representative, as defined in section
58 (b) of the California Probate Code, or (2)
60 days from the date of mailing or personal
delivery to you of a notice under section
9052 of the California Probate Code. Other
California statutes and legal authority may
affect your rights as a creditor. You may want
to consult with an attorney knowledgeable in
California law.
You may examine the file kept by the court.
If you are a person interested in the estate,
you may file with the court a Request for
Special Notice (form DE-154) of the filing of
an inventory and appraisal of estate assets
or of any petition or account as provided in
Probate Code section 1250. A Request for
Special Notice form is available from the court
clerk.
Attorney for Petitioner:
Mark A. Gonzalez,
Lead Deputy County Counsel
373 W. Julian Street, Suite 300,
San Jose, CA 95110
(408) 758-4200
(PAW May 21, 28; June 4, 2021)
Trustee Sale No. 8182 Loan No. PMF001381 Title Order No. 91219653 NOTICE
OF TRUSTEE’S SALE YOU ARE IN DEFAULT
UNDER A DEED OF TRUST DATED 06/08/2020.
UNLESS YOU TAKE ACTION TO PROTECT
YOUR PROPERTY, IT MAY BE SOLD AT A
PUBLIC SALE. IF YOU NEED AN EXPLANATION
OF THE NATURE OF THE PROCEEDINGS
AGAINST YOU, YOU SHOULD CONTACT A
LAWYER. On 6/11/2021 at 10:00AM, GOLDEN
WEST FORECLOSURE SERVICE, INC. as the
duly appointed Trustee under and pursuant
to Deed of Trust Recorded on 06/12/2020
Instrument No.: 24504102 of official records
in the Office of the Recorder of Santa Clara
County, California, executed by: BOHATY
VENTURES, LLC, A CALIFORNIA LIMITED
LIABILITY COMPANY, as Trustor, WILL SELL
AT PUBLIC AUCTION TO THE HIGHEST
BIDDER FOR CASH (payable at time of sale
in lawful money of the United States, by
cash, a cashier’s check drawn by a state or
national bank, a check drawn by a state or
federal credit union, or a check drawn by a
state or federal savings and loan association,
savings association, or savings bank specified
in section 5102 of the Financial Code and
authorized to do business in this state).
At: THE GATED NORTH MARKET STREET
ENTRANCE OF THE SUPERIOR COURTHOUSE,
191 N. FIRST STREET, SAN JOSE, CA 95113,
all right, title and interest conveyed to and
now held by it under said Deed of Trust in the
property situated in said County, California
describing the land therein: AS MORE
FULLY DESCRIBED IN SAID DEED OF TRUST.
APN: 336-02-023 The property heretofore
described is being sold “as is”. The street
address and other common designation, if
any, of the real property described above
is purported to be: 808 AMBER LANE, LOS
ALTOS, CA 94024-4617. The undersigned
Trustee disclaims any liability for any
incorrectness of the street address and

other common designation, if any, shown
herein. Said sale will be made, but without
covenant or warranty, expressed or implied,
regarding title, possession, or encumbrances,
to pay the remaining principal sum of
the note(s) secured by said Deed of Trust,
with interest thereon, as provided in said
note(s), advances, if any, under the terms of
the Deed of Trust, estimated fees, charges
and expenses of the Trustee and of the
trusts created by said Deed of Trust, to-wit:
$3,068,909.48 (Estimated). Accrued interest
and additional advances, if any, will increase
this figure prior to sale. The Beneficiary may
elect to bid less than the full credit bid.
The beneficiary under said Deed of Trust
heretofore executed and delivered to the
undersigned a written Declaration of Default
and Demand for Sale, and a written Notice of
Default and Election to Sell. The undersigned
caused said Notice of Default and Election to
Sell to be recorded in the county where the
real property is located and more than three
months have elapsed since such recordation.
NOTICE TO POTENTIAL BIDDERS: If you are
considering bidding on this property lien,
you should understand that there are risks
involved in bidding at a trustee auction. You
will be bidding on a lien, not on the property
itself. Placing the highest bid at a trustee
auction does not automatically entitle you
to free and clear ownership of the property.
You should also be aware that the lien being
auctioned off may be a junior lien. If you are
the highest bidder at the auction, you are
or may be responsible for paying off all liens
senior to the lien being auctioned off, before
you can receive clear title to the property.
You are encouraged to investigate the
existence, priority, and size of outstanding
liens that may exist on this property by
contacting the county recorder’s office or
a title insurance company, either of which
may charge you a fee for this information.
If you consult either of these resources,
you should be aware that the same lender
may hold more than one mortgage or
deed of trust on the property. NOTICE TO
PROPERTY OWNER: The sale date shown on
this notice of sale may be postponed one or
more times by the mortgagee, beneficiary,
trustee, or a court, pursuant to Section
2924g of the California Civil Code. The law
requires that information about trustee sale
postponements be made available to you
and to the public, as a courtesy to those
not present at the sale. If you wish to learn
whether your sale date has been postponed,
and, if applicable, the rescheduled time
and date for the sale of this property, you
may call (916) 939-0772 or visit this internet
website www.nationwideposting.com
using the file number assigned to this case
8182. Information about postponements
that are very short in duration or that occur
close in time to the scheduled sale may not
immediately be reflected in the telephone
information or on the internet website. The
best way to verify postponement information
is to attend the scheduled sale. NOTICE TO
TENANT: You may have a right to purchase
this property after the trustee auction,
pursuant to Section 2924m of the California
Civil Code. If you are an “eligible tenant
buyer,” you can purchase the property if you
match the last and highest bid placed at the
trustee auction. If you are an “eligible bidder,”
you may be able to purchase the property if
you exceed the last and highest bid placed
at the trustee auction. There are three steps
to exercising this right of purchase. First, 48
hours after the date of the trustee sale, you
can call (916) 939-0772 or visit this internet
website www.nationwideposting.com using
the file number assigned to this case 8182
to find the date on which the trustee’s sale
was held, the amount of the last and highest
bid, and the address of the trustee. Second,
you must send a written notice of intent to
place a bid so that the trustee receives it no
more than 15 days after the trustee’s sale.
Third, you must submit a bid, by remitting
the funds and affidavit described in Section
2924m(c) of the Civil Code, so that the trustee
receives it no more than 45 days after the
trustee’s sale. If you think you may qualify as
an “eligible tenant buyer” or “eligible bidder,”
you should consider contacting an attorney
or appropriate real estate professional
immediately for advice regarding this
potential right to purchase. 5/12/21 GOLDEN
WEST FORECLOSURE SERVICE, INC., as Trustee
611 Veterans Blvd., Suite 206, Redwood City,
CA 94063-1401 (650) 369-2150 (Phone), (916)
939-0772 TRUSTEE’S SALE INFORMATION
Michael D. Orth, President NPP0373998
To: PALO ALTO WEEKLY PUB: 05/21/2021,
05/28/2021, 06/04/2021

Call Alicia Santillan at 650-223-6578 or email asantillan@paweekly.com for legal advertising.
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OUR T EAM IS IN MOT ION FOR YOU
D E L E O N R E A LT Y, I N C .
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How a pandemic passion project is helping connect the community
hat started out as a
pandemic passion
project for Atherton
resident Matt Burr has quickly
grown into what could be something more.
Burr, formerly the creative director of a small apparel startup,
said he started dabbling with
baking pizzas last year during the
pandemic partly to save money.
“It was hard for me to find a
pizza that I enjoyed and wanted
to spend $30 on,” he said in an interview. “I figured I could make
them at home for a lot less.”
Each Sunday night, he said,
he would bake two pizzas. And
each week, he’d come up with a
few ideas of things he’d like to
change. He’d often only make
it until Tuesday before he’d feel
compelled to try again.
At a certain point, he said, he
began making more pizza than
he could eat. Then, when he was
laid off in February, he began to
dedicate more time to the craft.
After about nine months of
experimentation, he said, he
reached out to the community via
the neighborhood-based social
media app Nextdoor, figuring he
might get a couple of people interested in trying out his pizzas.
He said he’s been floored by
the response. “I’ve had countless
people contact me,” he said.
“I have been happier doing ...
this than I had been at my job
previously,” he said. “I would
like to see what I can do to build
this up into a business.”
Though he worked at a tennis
club for a few years in college
pouring beers and helping out at
the snack shack, most of Burr’s
food experience is self-taught as
a recreational chef and baker, he
said.
“I’ve watched nothing but the
Food Network for the last year,”
he added.
The pizzas are made one at a
time, and the project is still very

W

much a cottage operation out of
a small studio in Atherton. The
dough takes 24 hours to rise so
that’s started the day before, and
each morning he sanitizes and
prepares his small kitchen to
spend the rest of the day making
pizzas, he said.
“I make each pizza the way I
would want it, and I think that
resonates with people,” he said.
After the dough has risen, he
opens them into “skins” a term
for the unbaked pizza base.
He adds the toppings, and as
they’re going into the oven, he
sings each pizza a little song.
The song changes based on his
mood, he said, but it’s generally a
lullaby-type tune with words that
go something like, “Okay little
pizza, you’re going to get baked.
You’re going to have a good time.
You’re gonna be tasty,” he said.
“It keeps me bouncing around,
it keeps my energy up a little bit,
and maybe the pizzas like it,” he
said.
As a one-man operation, he’s
unable to deliver the pizzas, but
people are invited to pick them
up from him. His next priority,
he said, is to find a larger kitchen
to bake more pizzas.
He was drawn to the simplicity of pizza — the dough is just
salt, water, yeast and flour, yet is
complicated to get just right, he
said. And while his pizzas so far
have been New York style, he’s
eager to explore Chicago-style
deep dish, thin crust and glutenfree iterations.
Burr moved to the area from
Eugene, Oregon, about three
years ago and has struggled to
find a sense of community, or
even a neighborhood spot to have
a beer and chitchat with regulars,
he said.
In Atherton, people are friendly one-on-one, he said, but there’s
not always a lot of smiling and
waving while he’s out walking down the street. Getting the

opportunity to meet residents
face to face “has been pretty
great,” he said.
“I’ve had more interaction with
my neighbors and the community
at large than I have in my previous three years of living here in
the Bay,” he said.
Since reaching out to the community looking for pizza testers,

a wide range of people have offered their aid and support: A
man who works in the bakery
supply business gave him a 50
pound bag of flour, a woman
who does recipe testing offered
advice, and a few others have
told him that if he wants to “take
this to the next level” they want
to help.

“It’s that kind of response, that
people are willing to give me a
shot ... it’s been humbling and it
gives me a sense of pride where
I live now.”
People can reach Burr at neighborhoodpizzaguy@gmail.com. Q
Email Writer Kate Bradshaw at
kbradshaw@almanacnews.com.

‘I make each
pizza the
way I would
want it, and
I think that
resonates
with people.’
Above: Atherton resident Matt Burr turned to making pizza during the pandemic to share with his
neighbors. Now, it’s his full-time job. Top: Bacon, roasted garlic, spinach and onion pizza is among
Burr’s specialties.
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Book
Talk
‘EXILE’ REVISITS LIFE IN
INTERNMENT ...
Jeanette Arakawa, a Palo Alto
author and community activist,
will give a virtual talk about her
autobiographical novel, “The Little
Exile,” from 7-8:30 p.m. on Thursday,
May 27, as part of the Palo Alto City
Library virtual author series.
In her book, Arakawa shares her
experience as an internee at the
Rohwer War Relocation Center in
Arkansas during the 1940s, where
she and her parents lived for 3 years.
Arakawa, who was born in San
Francisco to Japanese immigrants
during the Great Depression, arrived
by train at the relocation center in
the Mississippi River bottom lands
on her 10th birthday. Her experience
helped shape her advocacy work
in the Bay Area, in particular
working with Asian Americans for
Community Involvement (AACI),
which she co-founded.
Arakawa said she hopes her book
will raise awareness to what is
possible during the worst of times.
Palo Alto City Manager Ed Shikada
will moderate the discussion. Free
copies of the book are available at
the Mitchell Park and Rinconada
libraries. To register for the event,
go to bit.ly/2PJyTgu. A link to the
webinar will be emailed to all
registrants prior to event night.
MUSE DELIVERS IN-PERSON
POETRY ... Menlo Park author
Charlotte Muse, an award-winning
poet who has taught poetry at
the Stanford Upward Bound
Program and Foothill Summer
Youth College, is scheduled to
read poetry from her new book, “In
Which I Forgive the River,” during
a release party at 5 p.m., Tuesday,
June 15, at Cafe Zoe, 929 Menalto
Ave., Menlo Park. For more
information, go to cafezoe.com.

A monthly section on local books and authors

Tonga Victoria is an East Palo Alto author and community activist who recently released “Hyphen American,” her first fictional book for
young adults that weaves Polynesian culture and family traditions into an espionage story. Photo by Daniela Beltran B.
By Melissa McKenzie

G

rowing up the daughter of
Tongan immigrants, Tonga
Victoria often felt stuck
between her Tongan and American cultures — never feeling
100% American or 100% Tongan.
Although she was born and raised
in East Palo Alto, her parents didn’t
speak English, so she spent the first

eight years in school as an English
as a Second Language student, embarrassed to read out loud in class.
“That can cause a lot of hidden
trauma,” Victoria said.
And she especially dreaded the
first day of school with a new class
as the teacher would read the roster of names.

Courtesy Tonga Victoria Books

KEPLER’S LAUNCHES SUMMER
LITERARY SERIES ... Kimberly
Ford, best-selling author, Ph.D. and
former adjunct professor at UC
Berkeley, has curated three different
novels for Kepler’s Literary Seminar
Summer Intensive Series, which
kicks off online in July.
The series will look at Charlotte
Brontë’s :Jane Eyre” alongside “Wide
Sargasso Sea” by Jean Rhys during
a two-part session on July 12 and
July 19. Ford will provide insight into
the book’s look at class, sexuality,
feminism and other themes raised
by Brontë, as well as examine Rhys’
great modern prequel to “Jane Eyre,”
which explores the background of
the “madwoman in the attic,” who
is both invisible and at the heart
of Jane.
On Aug. 2 and 9, the series will
look at Evelyn Waugh’s “Brideshead
Revisited,” which was named one
of the top 100 novels in English by
Modern Library, Time, Newsweek
and the BBC. The work tackles
large issues such as religion,
classism and sexuality.
Participants are asked to read the
books prior the seminar series.
For more information, go to
keplers.org. Q

Title Pages

This artwork and those shown above, are among the images featured
in Tonga Victoria’s young adult trilogy “Hyphen American.”
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“I literally conditioned myself
every first day of school to go up
to the teacher and tell them that
(the roster) says my name is Tonga, but it’s actually Victoria,” said
Victoria, who didn’t use her real
first name until after high school
because it didn’t sound like other
American names.
She spent years struggling with
her bicultural identity. Then, she
went off to college and heard the
phrase “hyphen American” in an
ethnic studies class to describe
Americans who can trace their
ancestry to another part of the
world.
“That resonated with me,” she
said.
Now 28, Victoria has just released her first novel, “Hyphen
American,” a fictional book for
young adults that weaves Polynesian culture and family traditions
into an espionage story whose
protagonist is a 21st-century Polynesian American girl named Sam
Kelly who is working as a TechTon
sales associate when she learns that
she is the rightful owner of a super nuclear energy mined from the
Earth that she must protect from
those trying to steal it. It’s the first
volume in her Hyphen American
trilogy series.
She said the struggles she has
experienced as a Polynesian

American inspired the title of
her first book, but action-comedy
movies like “The Other Guys,” (or
just about anything starring Will
Ferrell) inspired the story line,
which she describes as “crazy and
adventurous.”
Victoria said she didn’t always
consider writing as an art.
“Writing in general is very scary
for me,” she said. “It took six years
just to write (this) book. I spent the
majority of time convincing myself, ‘It’s a good story.’”
Victoria’s unexpected path into
writing started in 2012 after she
temporarily left college due to what
she attributed to the culture shock
of going from East Palo Alto to the
University of Redlands in southern
California. Through a business
grant from her college, she took
time off and traveled to the Kingdom of Tonga to teach at Queen
Salote College and Tupou College
Toloa, respectively.
During that trip, Victoria said
she finally felt connected to her
heritage.
ABOUT THE COVER
East Palo Alto author Tonga
Victoria is releasing a fictional
trilogy for young adults that weaves
Polynesian culture into an espionage
story. Photo by Daniela Beltran B.
Cover design by Douglas Young.

Title Pages

Courtesy Tonga Victoria Books

Tonga Victoria’s new trilogy
“Hyphen American” features
Polynesian-influenced artwork.

‘I’m seeing the
Pacific folk, we need
to be at the table
and having these
conversations with
other thought leaders
for change.’
—Tonga Victoria, author
“I went there and fell in love with
the culture,” Victoria said.
The experience emboldened her
to take on the name Tonga — the
same name that she struggled with
for so many years and is now on her
book jacket.
When she returned to California, she ditched her plan to major
in business and instead majored
in Race and Ethnic Studies. As
she grappled to transition herself

from the cultural mindset she’d
grown accustomed to abroad and
back into “American thinking,” she
sought out spaces and internships
that offered explanation and cultural knowledge and turned to writing
as a way to sort out her thoughts.
In her first year back, she wrote
every single day, thanks to programs like Pacific Islander Leaders of Tomorrow and platforms
like TheWhatitDo.com. This
eventually gave her confidence to
write a novel.
After finishing her manuscript
for “Hyphen American,” Victoria
launched Tonga Victoria Books
and self-published the novel. She
is currently working on the second
volume in her trilogy, as well as
her second book, “Tinsley,” which
draws on her experiences attending
Menlo Park and Atherton schools
through the Tinsley voluntary
transfer program created in the
1980s to integrate East Palo Alto
students into surrounding school
districts that were mostly white.
The book is scheduled for release
later this year.
Victoria said her biggest challenge at the moment is reaching
a cultural and ethnic community
who might not consider themselves readers.
“It’s a unique challenge. How
do I make this relevant to a community that doesn’t like to read,”
she said during an appearance on
the Coach V Show on Island City
TV in March.

As a longtime advocate for the
Pacific Islander community who
has worked on everything from
housing issues to educational opportunities, Victoria is currently
working on several projects to
improve the literacy rate in her
community.
She’s teamed up with local initiatives to build out curriculum
that centers on culture, literacy
and leadership development. She’s
mentoring others on how to selfpublish their manuscripts. And
she’s working with educators from

local school districts to develop
the groundwork to possibly introduce Hyphen American as English
subject, which could commence
in 2022. She’s also in the midst
of launching a podcast in which
she will discuss community, politics and all things Pacific Islander
(also known as Pasifika).
“I think there are topics and
conversations that deserve our attention, but there is no support and
resource that we’re plugging into,
so it becomes an echo chamber,”
she said. “I’m seeing that Pacific

folk, we need to be at the table and
having these conversations with
other thought leaders for change,
but I don’t think we are equipped
to have these conversations.
“So, it’s taking these big issues
and digesting them and simplifying
them so they are more palatable to
my community.”
Book one of the Hyphen American trilogy can be purchased at tongavictoriabooks.com. Q
Melissa McKenzie is a freelance
writer. Associate Editor Linda
Taaffe contributed to this article.
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Upfront

Budget
(continued from page 5)

Palo Alto Museum.
On both decisions, the council
split into two camps: those advocating for more spending in 2022
and those favoring a more conservative approach. The former
group, which included Mayor
Tom DuBois, Vice Mayor Pat
Burt and council members Lydia
Kou and Greer Stone, prevailed.
It helped their case that city staff
had recently increased its revenue
projections for the current fiscal
year by between $2 million and
$3.3 million because of a recent
uptick in revenues from sales- and
document-transfer tax receipts.
“We started getting positive
news,” said DuBois, who supported using 60% of the federal
stimulus funds in the next fiscal
year, which begins on July 1. “We
got more federal funds, we got
more tax revenue, more vaccines
— to the point where we have a
surplus of vaccines, and we saw a
really rapid economic growth in
the country this last quarter.
“We’re still cobbling together

Getreu
(continued from page 12)

County trial was to begin on May
10. The trial has now been put
on hold. If Getreu’s attorneys are
successful in getting the state
Supreme Court to hear the case
— and if the court rules in their
favor — the ruling would also
impact the case against Getreu in
Santa Clara County, San Mateo
County District Attorney Steve
Wagstaffe said. It’s also likely
the case would go to the U.S. Supreme Court regardless of whoever loses, he added.

The quest for a
precedent
Prosecutors have argued that
DNA extraction is not considered
to be a “search,” since the portion
of DNA that is isolated and amplified to identify a suspect does not
carry any information other than
identification and doesn’t infringe
on a reasonable expectation of
privacy. It’s much like collecting
fingerprints from a windowsill,
which would not infringe on a privacy expectation, they have said.
But Halley argues that newer
technology, including extraction
of cellphone data and DNA evidence, requires a re-examination
of Fourth Amendment protections. He likened the situation
to a landmark 2018 case related
to cellphone data, Carpenter vs.
United States. The U.S. Supreme
Court ruled the government’s
seizure of historical cellphone
records — 127 days of phonelocation data to identify a defendant’s whereabouts — exceeded
the amount of information needed to pinpoint his whereabouts on
certain dates and times.
The government argued the
Fourth Amendment inquiry
should not focus on the entire

a lot of sources, including union
concessions, to make this work,
but I’m hoping we’re getting to a
better balance.”
In providing its budget recommendations, the council went well
beyond the more conservative
recommendations of its Finance
Committee, which voted last week
to recommend a 50-50 split of federal stimulus allocations between
this year and next. The two council members who supported the
more cautious approach on the Finance Committee — Alison Cormack and Eric Filseth — found
themselves in the minority on the
full council. Burt, whose attempts
to restore more services during the
Finance Committee hearings were
rebuffed by Cormack and Filseth,
found himself part of the council
majority, which favored using additional funding from the city’s
Budget Stabilization Reserve and
from federal grants in the coming
months.
“Do we need to be ultraconservative? I don’t think so,” Burt said.
“I think we need to be cautious.”
Cormack, Filseth and council member Greg Tanaka took a
less sanguine view of the city’s

economic conditions and suggested that more belt-tightening
might be in order. Tanaka suggested re-evaluating and possibly
reducing the number of managers
in the city’s organization. Filseth
observed that many of the recent
revenue sources — including the
federal stimulus funds — are
one-time deals, while the city’s
growing expenses are a structural
problem that will still need to be
addressed.
“It looks like we’re going to have
a happy year this year because of
federal money, but unless we get
a bunch more money, we’re going
to see a significant decline in revenue, but expenses will keep going
up,” Filseth said.
Cormack agreed and said she
wouldn’t be comfortable spending
more than 50% of the city’s allocations in the first year.
“I feel strongly that we have to
hold the line and set some of this
money aside,” Cormack said.
The council similarly split over
the renovation of the Roth Building, a $12.3-million project that
has been in the planning phase
for roughly two decades and that
has been plagued chronically by

inconsistent council direction and
funding shortages.
Rich Green, president of Palo
Alto Museum, emphasized Monday that the project is “shovel
ready” and that it would bring significant benefits to the community,
including meeting spaces, a new
bathroom for Heritage Park, space
for the city’s historic archives and
a museum that celebrates the city’s
past.
“We’d like the council to reconsider the museum’s lease on that
building so that together we can
rehabilitate this amazing building
and turn it into a tremendous community asset,” Green said.
The council voted 4-3 to direct
its Finance Committee to find
a way to fund the Roth Building
through a combination of Stanford
funds and impact fees.
By the same vote, with Cormack,
Filseth and Tanaka dissenting, the
council also supported including in
the city’s capital improvement plan
the completion of the CharlestonArastradero streetscape project. At
prior meetings, council members
had supported splitting the remaining portion of the project into two
phases and deferring the second

phase to future years.
Much like at prior meetings on
the city budget, the council heard
from residents who opposed the
cuts in Shikada’s budget. Some
urged the council to restore funding for Children’s Theatre or Art
Center. Others, including Eileen
Kim, called on members to rethink
the city’s proposal to slash in half
the number of crossing guards at
local intersections. Kim noted that
some of the crossing guards are
stationed at multilane streets with
considerable traffic, including
Alma Street, Embarcadero Road
and El Camino Real.
“These roads are fully covered
currently by crossing guards and
they make an essential decision in
helping parents to decide whether
to allow their students to walk or
bike to school,” Kim said. Q
Email Staff Writer Gennady
Sheyner at gsheyner@paweekly.
com.

seizure, but only on the subset of
data actually used by the government. The state Supreme Court
found the cellphone-data seizure
was unlawful, however, because
the entire set of data originally
seized was so large that it violated a reasonable expectation of
privacy, Halley noted.
“Just as the seizure of a full set
of cellphone location data could
not be defended on grounds that
the government was selective in
using only the portions relating to
particular times and locations, so
too here, the government’s seizure
and extraction of defendant’s entire genome cannot be defended
on grounds that the government
was selective in amplifying and
profiling only those portions that
show identity. Since extracting the
genome was actually done, and
was necessary in order to do the
subsequent identification analysis, that extraction of the genome
must be justified,” Halley wrote
in his brief to the state Supreme
Court.
“This genetic information is
deeply private. It can reveal intensely sensitive information about
us, including our propensities for
certain medical conditions, our
ancestry, and our biological familial relationships. Some researchers have also claimed that human
behaviors such as aggression and
addiction can be explained, at least
in part, by genetics. ... Our genetic
blueprint must also be entitled to
Fourth Amendment protection,”
he wrote.
This genetic material, which is
shed constantly everywhere by everyone, is ripe for collection and
abuse by law enforcement without
a warrant, Halley noted during a
May 18 phone interview with this
news organization. Any argument
that privacy protections were lost
on the theory of “abandonment”
is untenable in light of the unique

nature of DNA, he maintained.
“The key notion of abandonment is that a defendant somehow
took some action that made previously private information available to the government. But the
government’s access to a sample
of anyone’s DNA is not dependent
on the person having done any act,
other than simply moving through
the world. People cannot avoid
leaving their genetic data behind,”
he wrote to the court.

every government lab that does
DNA analysis,” the prosecution’s
expert witness said during the lower court’s hearing on the motion.
“The mere act of extracting
DNA from cells deposited on an
abandoned item, and maintaining
possession of the resulting ‘extract,’ implicates no privacy interest whatsoever. For that reason,
the extraction of DNA from cellular material lawfully possessed by
the government was not a search
or seizure for Fourth Amendment
purposes,” the Attorney General’s
Office wrote in its response.
Multiple state higher court cases
have determined that extraction
and amplification — the multiplication of the tiny segment of
material used to identify a subject
— “carry negligible weight on the
privacy side of the equation in a
Fourth Amendment balancing

test,” the Attorney General’s Office wrote.
Wagstaffe said if the defense
prevails, it could affect every case
coming forward. If the state Supreme Court decides not to hear
the motion, he’s hopeful San Mateo County could try Getreu’s case
this summer. If the state Supreme
Court decides to hear the case,
there could be at least a two-year
delay. Whoever loses will likely
seek a ruling in the U.S. Supreme
Court, which is likely to take
the case given that it is a Fourth
Amendment issue and is so novel,
he said. The appeal could also go
before the U.S. Supreme Court
after Getreu’s trial if the defense
chooses to take it up after rather
than before he is tried. Q
Email Staff Writer Sue
Dremann at sdremann@
paweekly.com.
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New technology
requires new rules
The ACLU agreed with Halley.
In its May 3 amicus letter to the
state Supreme Court, its lawyers
said, “If this Petition is denied,
not only will California courts
continue to ignore U.S. Supreme
Court precedent requiring reevaluation of old Fourth Amendment rules in new technological
contexts, but every Californian’s
entire genetic code — and all the
private and sensitive information
it reveals — will be vulnerable to
collection search, and exploitation
at the government’s whim.”
The question of a Fourth
Amendment violation arises “because new technology has given
the government a fundamentally
new and unprecedentedly invasive
surveillance power,” they wrote.
The California attorney general’s office, which is representing the county in its appeals, said
there is a significant difference
between the cellphone data and
DNA, however.
DNA extract “is nothing like
the product of ‘tireless and absolute surveillance’ performed
when investigators tracked the
cellular data,” they wrote in their
April 23 response to the state Supreme Court.
For the DNA identification, the
laboratory performed a “standard”
analysis “used in pretty much

TALK ABOUT IT

PaloAltoOnline.com

People are talking about the City
Council’s budget decisions. Join the
conversation on Town Square by
going to PaloAltoOnline.com/square.

CityView
A round-up

of Palo Alto government action this week

City Council (May 17)

Budget: The council directed staff and the Finance Committee to identify
funding for rehabilitation of the Roth Building using impact fees and funds from
the Stanford University Medical Center development agreement; and to use
60% of the city’s American Rescue Plan Act allocations in 2022; and to adjust
the long-term capital plan to accommodate the completion of the CharlestonArastradero streetscape project. Yes: Burt, DuBois, Kou, Stone No: Cormack,
Filseth, Tanaka

City Council (May 18)

955 Alma St.: The council held a pre-screening to discuss a mixed-use
proposal for 955 Alma St., which includes office space on the ground floor
and 36 studios on the upper floors. Council members generally supported the
project, though some called for inclusion of more below-market-rate units and
revisions to the parking plan to reduce impacts to surrounding neighborhoods.
Action: None
2239 Wellesley St.: The council held a pre-screening to discuss 2239
Wellesley St., which includes 24 apartments. Council members generally
opposed the project because of its location in an R-1 zone and encouraged the
applicant to consider other city sites, which are zoned for greater density, for
projects of this sort. Action: None
Housing: The council voted to direct staff to appeal the Regional Housing
Needs Allocation methodology and the city’s allocation of 6,086 units between
2023 and 2031. Yes: Burt, DuBois, Filseth, Kou, Stone No: Cormack, Tanaka
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Teachers
(continued from page 7)

and how she might have done
things differently, Duffek said
that she would have taken advantage much earlier of the tools offered online, such as the Google
Suite apps.
But no seasoned educator, no
matter how much they’ve adapted
to the new tools and methods of
their job, was prepared for the
past 14 months, when the technological learning curve shot up like
a vertical line almost overnight.
“Every teacher has had to really
scramble to learn how to teach remotely,” said Shelby, who teaches
Theater 1 at Gunn. “That has been
one of the greatest challenges of
my career.”
Shelby recalled how the school’s
production of “Romeo and Juliet”
was shut down right before opening night on March 13 last year,
after people suspected there would
be a statewide stay-at-home order.
Because theater is highly dependent on physical spaces and
presence, Shelby had to learn
how to teach it over Zoom. It
was a monumental task for him,
but it didn’t stop him from both

India
(continued from page 5)

try and finish as much as we can
with the fundraiser before we start
our work.”
Finding a source of oxygen
concentrators, which functions
similar to an oxygen tank, was
another hurdle.
“There aren’t that many manufacturing facilities that produce
oxygen concentrators,” Kanika
said. “And there aren’t that many
that produce those units at hospital grade.”
Initially, even when Kanika
was able to find a source of oxygen concentrators, the units were
only useful for patients who had
low to moderate cases of pneumonia. But as patients enter critical care, they’ll need a higher
saturation of oxygen — and the
number of suppliers that provide
that type of oxygen concentrator, and ones certified from accredited agencies, goes down
significantly.
Then, there were the logistical
challenges. One unit of an oxygen
concentrator weighs anywhere
from 35 to 40 pounds. Its weight
makes the units considered “dangerous medical goods,” Kanika
said.
“So just figuring out how to
have a supplier who deals with
shipment of dangerous medical
goods and has that clearance from
customs — it took us a couple of
days to sort through,” she said.
That’s where SaveLife foundation, a nonprofit based in New
Delhi that focuses on medical
care, and Sanrai International, a
medical equipment supplier, came
in. While SaveLife was the beneficiary of the GoFundMe campaign, Sanrai was not only able

teaching and putting on a remotely developed production.
One of the ways Shelby took advantage of the digital medium has
been to utilize the live-background
features on Zoom and by turning
to a play that’s heavily dependent
on monologues. In the fall, Shelby
was able to lead a school production of “The Laramie Project,”
which revolves around the 1988
murder of a gay University of Wyoming student, Matthew Shepard.
“It’s essentially all monologues,” Shelby said. “We did it
live on Zoom with digital backgrounds and it was really quite
effective.”
As restrictions loosened this
spring, students were able to gather outside to develop their latest
production of the Broadway musical comedy, “Something Rotten.”
But large theater audiences are
still prohibited at schools, so Shelby turned to a medium he wasn’t
entirely familiar with: film.
Here, the old adage that the
teacher becomes the student rang
true. Since Shelby isn’t familiar
with editing software, his tech
savvy students became responsible for filming and editing the
entire production.
“I’ve learned the importance of

letting go and letting students own
it,” Shelby said.
The movie is set to premiere
May 21.
Beyond the lessons that were
drilled into them by the pandemic, district teachers also expressed
lessons learned over the decades
from working with students.
For Duffek, being patient with
her students and not jumping to
conclusions was critical. For example, if a student has her head
down and hands below the desk,
Duffek learned that it’s not always
the case that the student is on her
phone; she could be working on
her calculator.
In her nearly four-decade career, and particularly during the
last year under the pandemic,
Dauler said, listening to her students to understand their needs
has been important.
“Kids especially need you to
just be there and not (to) demand
but to really listen and be flexible
with what their needs are,” Dauler
said. “Because they say a lot in
very many ways, not just in what
they say.”

to help with the source of oxygen
concentrators, but it also became
the receiving entity in India,
working with the Delhi government to make sure the units were
procured and distributed to the
necessary locations.
With them, the Medirattas’
campaign established a supply
chain. By April 26, 224 units of
oxygen concentrators had been
placed. Over 100 units arrived at
Indira Gandhi International Airport in Delhi on May 1, and 140
oxygen concentrators were finally
deployed at a field hospital within
the city on May 4.
The GoFundMe campaign has
raised $553,049. As of May 18,
the funds helped order 574 units
of oxygen concentrators for Delhi,
300 oxygen cylinders for Karnataka, a state in southwest India,
and 40 ventilators for ICU units
in Delhi. Another $120,000 was
directly donated to Save Life.
On Tuesday morning, one of
Rohit’s colleagues sent an email
to the Medirattas about how a
family member in India, sent to
the hospital, was able to use an
oxygen concentrator that directly came from their fundraising
efforts.
Rohit and Kanika have also
both lost colleagues in India to
COVID-19, making their fight
personal.
In addition, two weeks ago, in
the midst of her fundraising work,
Kanika’s parents, who live in Delhi, were infected with the virus.
Even though her parents were vaccinated, they were still weakened
and had to be put on oxygen while
at home. Their condition has since
stabilized.
“I got to a point where I broke
a little bit and took some time off
from work just to be able to balance the fundraiser, plus all the

stress of having senior parents in
India without a lot of help, to manage,” Kanika said.
But help was coming from
all over her community and the
world, including people from the
U.K., Switzerland and Australia.
Friends from high school, whom
the Medirattas had not been in
contact with, also contributed to
the campaign.
“I’ve been very humbled by the
support I’ve gotten from the community,” Kanika said.
The country as a whole is beginning to see the other side of
the second wave’s peak. But the
crisis is not quite over.
Today, the country still accounts for more than half of the
global COVID-19 daily cases.
On May 17, the country reported
263,533 cases. And while Delhi
is stabilizing, Kanika said the
same sort of battle that happened
in Delhi with the lack of space
in medical facilities and oxygen
supplies is starting to unfold in
more rural areas of the country,
where resources are much more
scarce.
“We’ve kind of shifted focus
from Delhi to other areas in India because it’s no longer just a
Delhi or (Mumbai) problem,”
Kanika said. “And it’s becoming
much harder because a lot of the
rural areas, in some places, you
don’t have a reliable source of
electricity.”
The couple increased the fundraising target of their GoFundMe
campaign, which can be found at
gofund.me/cec0b4ff, to $750,000
on May 8. Kanika said she and
her husband had discussed
whether they should stop their
outreach efforts once they met
their fundraising goals.
“There’s still a need,” Kanika
said. “And while there’s a need,
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After school
Dauler said she had always
planned to retire around her age

at 61 — soon to be 62 in July. She
also could have easily retired a
year earlier to avoid the stress of
teaching during a health crisis.
But the pandemic in fact motivated her to stay one more year.
“I still felt like I had a lot to
give,” she said. “And I wanted
to be a part of the solution to the
problem of COVID and not sit on
the sidelines and watch.”
After the pandemic, Dauler and
her husband have their hopes set
on a big trip to Indonesia with a
group to scuba dive. Afterwards,
it’s off to the British Virgin Islands
for a sailing trip.
Shelby cited his age, 66, and
personal family reasons for choosing to retire now. He’s confident
that his successor, Kristin Lo,
who was a former drama student
in Shelby’s class and also currently
teaches theater at Gunn, will be
successful and make his departure
feel less abrupt.
The next chapter in Shelby’s
life is to be determined. With
his retirement, however, Shelby
feels he has more time to pursue
his other passions as an actor and
musician.
“Teaching is a magnificent career, but it also takes up so much
time,” he said. “So I think I’ll have

more bandwidth for the first time
in a long time and I’m excited to
see what I do with that bandwidth.
Lim, who is 58, said there were
several reasons for choosing to
retire now. Having to take care of
his sick parents who both passed
away within the past four years
was “physically, intellectually
and emotionally draining,” he
said. Lim thought about retiring
a year earlier because of it.
“But when the pandemic hit,
I was like, ‘Do I really want to
go out under these conditions?’”
Lim said.
Now, with an early retirement
package the district offered, Lim
said, it seemed like the right time
to retire.
For the first six months, Lim
will take time off, but he’s currently taking an online course
through Fuller Theological Seminary. Ever since he was in his 20s,
when at times he doubted whether
he wanted to be a teacher, Lim
said he dabbled with the idea of
going into ministry. He hasn’t yet
determined whether he’ll become
a church leader, however.
“God’s gonna guide me on that
one there,” he said. Q
Email Editorial Assistant
Lloyd Lee at llee@paweekly.com.

if we know we can raise funds
to be able to procure other medical supplies for other parts of the
country, we feel it’s our responsibility to do that and continue to

push forward until we know the
country as a whole has been stabilized. Q
Email Editorial Assistant
Lloyd Lee at llee@paweekly.com.

Answers to this week’s puzzles, which can be found on page 43.

101 ALMA ST. UNIT 1207, PALO ALTO
BREATHTAKING VIEWS OF THE WESTERN HILLS & STANFORD FROM THE 12TH FLOOR!
$GFTQQOU^$CVJTQQOU^5(.KXKPI5RCEG

4CTGN[CXCKNCDNGVJŕQQTWPKVYKVJRCPQTCOKEXKGYUHGGVQHŕQQTVQEGKNKPIYKPFQYUCNNQYXKGYUHTQOGXGT[TQQO6JKUUVWPPKPIWPKVKUGNGICPVN[
TGOQFGNNGFYKVJDTC\KNKCPEJGTT[YQQFŕQQTUVJTQWIJQWVOCRNGECDKPGVT[SWCTV\EQWPVGTUCPFUVCKPNGUUUVGGNCRRNKCPEGUKPVJGMKVEJGP6JGGZENWUKXG
EQORNGZHGCVWTGUJQWTUGEWTKV[JGCVGFRQQNTGETQQOURQTVEQWTVUI[OWPFGTITQWPFUGEWTGFRCTMKPIFCKN[NCWPFT[UGTXKEG
%QPXGPKGPVN[NQECVGFKPVJGJGCTVQHFQYPVQYP2CNQ#NVQQPN[DNQEMUHTQO7PKXGTUKV[#XGUJQRUTGUVCWTCPVU5VCPHQTF7PKXGTUKV[5VCPHQTF5JQRRKPI
/CNN5VCPHQTF*QURKVCN%CNVTCKP
6QR2CNQ#NVQ5EJQQNU2CNQ#NVQ*KIJ5EJQQN)TGGPG/KFFNG#FFKUQP'NGOGPVCT[ DW[GTVQXGTKH[

OFFERED AT $2,198,000 | FOR MORE INFORMATION PLEASE VISIT WWW.101ALMA1207.COM

650.450.1912 | kathleen@kathleenpasin.com
KathleenPasin.com | DRE 01396779
%X\HUVKRXOGYHULI\DFFXUDF\DQGLQYHVWLJDWHWR%X\HUoVRZQVDWLVIDFWLRQ
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707 BRYANT STREET#101, PALO ALTO
Contact Lori for appointment this Sunday 1:00pm to 4:00pm

www.707Bryant101.com

67(//$5/2&$7,21LQWKHKHDUWRIGRZQWRZQ3DOR$OWR
Just two blocks from University Ave shopping, dining and
cafes. Close proximity to Whole Foods, excellent Palo Alto
schools, parks, library and more. The only main level condo in
the complex, this unit has been updated throughout. Every
room looks out to the lush gardens. The primary suite has an
updated bath and a large walk-in closet. Grounds include a
pool & community room plus 2 secure parking spaces.
'(7$,/62)7+(+20(

Lori Buecheler
650.387.2716
lorib@compass.com
lorirealestate.com
DRE 01859485

2
2

1,160±SF

W

D

✓
ཐ

Addison Elementary (K-5)
Greene Middle (6-8)
Palo Alto High (9-12)

OFFERED AT $1,698,000

Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Number 01991628. All material presented herein is intended for informational purposes only and is compiled from sources deemed reliable but has not
EHHQYHULƓHG&KDQJHVLQSULFHFRQGLWLRQVDOHRUZLWKGUDZDOPD\EHPDGHZLWKRXWQRWLFH1RVWDWHPHQWLVPDGHDVWRDFFXUDF\RIDQ\GHVFULSWLRQ*$OOPHDVXUHPHQWVDQGVTXDUHIRRWDJHDUHDSSUR[LPDWHDQGKDVQRWEHHQYHULƓHG,I\RXUSURSHUW\LVFXUUHQWO\OLVWHGIRUVDOH
this is not a solicitation.
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12 PANORAMA LANE, SANTA CRUZ, CA 95060
4 BEDROOMS • 3 BATHROOMS • APPROX. 4,678 SQ. FT.
Natural sunlight streams in throughout this brand new
contemporary home, emphasized by the ﬂoor-to-ceiling heatresistant Windsor glass windows and doors framing exquisite
verdant vistas, replete with views of the majestic Paciﬁc Ocean and
historic Pasatiempo golf course.

www.12PANORAMA.com

$5,300,000

®2021 Intero Real Estate Services, a Berkshire Hathaway affiliate and a wholly owned subsidiary of HomeServices of America, Inc. All rights reserved. All information
deemed reliable but not guaranteed. This is not intended as a solicitation if you are listed with another broker.

JENNIFER COSGROVE

A Berkshire Hathaway Affiliate

REALTOR®
(408) 930-8425
JCosgrove@Intero.com
www.InteroLuxuryCoastal.com

LIC. NO.01334273

Across
1 Deceptive maneuver
6 Wine bar choice
9 Bolivia’s constitutional capital
14 Singer Lennox
15 Zamboni surface
16 Thees and ___
17 *Oldest of the five original MTV VJs, and host
of the KISS “unmasking” special
19 Gridiron kicks
20 “Next one’s on me”
21 “Bali ___” (“South Pacific” song)
22 A long time
24 “Pericles, Prince of ___”
26 Angry Birds box that goes boom
28 *American Samoa village which is home to
the territory’s only movie theater
31 Until this moment
33 “Monty Python and the Holy ___”
35 “Robin Hood: ___ in Tights”
36 Elephant-snatching bird of myth
38 Amazed acronym in chats
39 News station
40 Track and field athletes during the Tokyo
Olympics (and a hint to the starred theme
answers)
44 T as in testing?
45 “Hazy” beer variety
46 Installation in a bar, maybe
47 Line up a cornhole bag
48 Goes around
50 Game with numbered balls
54 *1997 Hanson chart-topper
56 Word before cow or horse
58 Prison film weapon
59 “We Have the Meats” advertiser
61 Big flightless bird
63 Carbon compound suffix
64 Harmon of “Rizzoli & Isles”
66 *Program you might use in a smartphone
emulator (otherwise, they’d run on their own)
69 “___ say more?”
70 Get the picture
71 Missile monitoring gp.

“That Tracks” — and yeah, it’s a bit of a stretch. by Matt Jones

This week’s SUDOKU

Answers on page 40.

Answers on page 40.

72 Air Force student
73 Possessed
74 Final Oldsmobile model
Down
1 Tex-Mex offering
2 Takes pleasure in
3 Harm
4 “Boyz N the Hood” actress Long
5 Silicon Valley industry, briefly
6 Ascendant
7 “Foucault’s Pendulum” author Umberto
8 Prohibit
9 Twin city to Minneapolis
10 ___ Peak, Kilimanjaro’s highest point (and
Swahili for “freedom”)
11 Buyer and user

12 Wagon wheel groove
13 Curvy letter
18 “Call Me ___” (Mayim Bialik sitcom)
23 Puzzling riddle
25 Chilling
27 USC athletes
29 Not so much
30 Printer fluid
32 Over the ___
34 ___ Darya (central Asian river)
37 “It looks like you’re writing a letter” Microsoft
helper
39 How-to presentations
40 Quick haircut
41 Rooted (through)
42 Dermal opening

www.sudoku.name

43 ‘70s-’80s “Club” mentioned in “The Eyes of
Tammy Faye”
44 Tim ___ (Australian cookie)
48 “Whatever happens, happens”
49 Leaked slowly
51 “___ here!” (“Poltergeist” catchphrase)
52 Musical ineptitude
53 Be extra, with “it”
55 Wedding cake figurine, maybe
57 Fuse box unit
60 Broad band?
62 Arm bone
64 Mandela’s former org.
65 Org. for teachers
67 Shepherd’s pie bit
68 ISP your grandparents might still use
© 2021 Matt Jones
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3121 South Court, Palo Alto

SP KEN FOR

Remodeled Light-Flooded Home on Huge Lot
4

3.5

>1/4

BEDS

BATHS

ACRE LOT

$4,798,000

3121South.com

Completely remodeled and expanded with
soaring ceilings
Approximately one-quarter acre rarely
available lot (10,960 square feet)
Living room and adjoining family room, each
ZLWKÀUHSODFH
Gourmet kitchen with stainless steel appliances
Possible ADU expansion of detached building
with electricity
Sensational backyard with brick terrace,
lawn and privacy
Acclaimed Palo Alto schools
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Judy Citron
650.400.8424
judy@judycitron.com
judycitron.com
DRE 01825569

#1 Individual Compass Realtor in California
#3 Individual Agent in California
#7 Individual Agent in the USA

