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exceptional
health care in
the new normal
Stanford Health Care is ready to care for you, now and always.
We continue to adapt and adhere to the most up-to-date safety guidelines,
so you can feel confident getting the care you need.
To ensure your safety, we are:
• Screening both staff and patients for COVID-19
U.S. News & World Report recognizes
Stanford Health Care among the top
hospitals in the nation, based on
quality and patient safety.

• Requiring and providing masks for all
• Staggering visits to allow for physical distancing in common areas
• Ensuring separate screening areas for symptomatic patients
• Sanitizing exam rooms after every patient
Don’t delay your care. Appointments are available at our locations across
the Bay Area and remotely by video visit.

stanfordhealthcare.org/resumingcare
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presents

Lan Liu Bowling
BY A PPOIN T M E N T ON LY

1245 N Lemon Ave,
Menlo Park
New, spaciously magnificent
home in west menlo park
6 BR + OFFICE / 5 FULL & 2 HALF BATH
5,420 SF LIVING / 10,242 SF LOT
$8,297,000
WWW.124 5 NL E M O N.CO M

340 Cowper Street,
Palo Alto
Vibrant location in downtown
palo alto – beautifully and
extensively updated
3 BR / 2.5 BATH / 1,542 SF LIVING TOWNHOME
$1,998,000

1631 Cowper Street,
Palo Alto
A timeless classic in
old palo alto
5 BR / 4 BATH
3,379 SF LIVING / 10,000 SF LOT
$9,998,000
WWW.1 63 1COW P E R ST.CO M

Lan Liu Bowling
Broker-Associate

(650) 520-3407
lan@lanbowling.com
CalBRE # 01248958

John Chung
Keller Williams

(650) 269-7538
johnmc@kw.com
CalBRE # 01720510
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Peninsula

Join Us for

Restaurant Week

May
14 - 22

Embarcadero Media’s the Peninsula Foodist and Facebook have come together to celebrate our local
restaurants and give back to the community. As a local business ourselves, we at Embarcadero
Media understand the hardships restaurants have faced during the pandemic and we wanted to ﬁnd a
way to connect our communities with local restaurants who need our support.
ONE WEEK ONLY! Select from special prix ﬁxe menus at your local favorites or try something new
during the ﬁrst ever Peninsula Restaurant Week!
WIN PRIZES! Diners are encouraged to share their favorite meals from Peninsula Restaurant Week on
Instagram, Twitter and/or Facebook using #PenRestaurantWeek for a chance to win gift cards to local
restaurants. See complete terms and conditions.
Take-out, delivery and dine-in options available.

Learn more at PeninsulaRestaurantWeek.com
SPONSORS

Supporting local restaurants through Community Market Giving.
Learn more at CommunityMarketGiving.com/support-local-restaurants

O N L I N E
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Upfront

Local news, information and analysis

Facing shortfalls, council prepares to cut services
Proposals to give less funding to Children’s
Theatre, Children’s Library spark controversy
By Gennady Sheyner

D

espite plunging city
revenues wrought by the
COVID-19 pandemic, Palo
Alto’s elected leaders kicked off
a contentious budgeting season
on Monday by strongly pushing
back against a proposal from

City Manager Ed Shikada to
cut funding from popular youth
programs such as Children’s
Theatre and the Children’s Library.
At the same time, the City
Council agreed on how to allocate funds to nonprofit groups that

provide critical social services
and also scaled down a popular
road-improvement project that’s
been underway for nearly two
decades.
The Monday hearings were
the council’s first chance to offer feedback on Shikada’s budget,
which includes a $205.5 million
general fund and $152.9 million
in capital spending in the coming fiscal year. Even with the Bay

Area cautiously emerging from
a year of shutdowns, Shikada’s
budget assumes that Palo Alto’s
sales tax revenues will be 23%
lower than in pre-pandemic years
and that its hotel tax revenues —
a critical source of infrastructure
spending — will be 67% lower.
He proposes to save money
by keeping three neighborhood
libraries closed throughout the
year, eliminating funding for the

Palo Alto Art Center, reducing
support for the Children’s Theatre, cutting five police patrol
positions and instituting constant
“brownouts” at Fire Station 2.
Shikada is also proposing to
eliminate all teen programs and
free Family Day programs at
the Rinconada Park institution,
as well as scrap the Cultural
(continued on page 36)

PUBLIC HEALTH

Persistent
minority
resistant
to getting
vaccine
Santa Clara County
officials seek ways to
keep immunization
momentum going
By Sue Dremann

A

Magali Gauthier

Elizabeth McCarthy cuts paper she will use to decorate her coronavirus piñatas in her Menlo Park home on April 26.

COMMUNITY

Piñatas offer a cathartic
whack at COVID-19
Stanford nurse’s creative project helps people vent pent-up anger at the pandemic

E

lizabeth McCarthy, a
nurse at Stanford Hospital, gets what it’s like to
want to smack the bejesus out
of the coronavirus.
The Menlo Park resident has
been taking care of patients
with COVID-19 throughout the
pandemic and knows better than
most the anger and frustration
that many people feel toward the

By Kate Bradshaw
invisible virus that has taken so
many lives and derailed so many
plans.
Now, she’s offering a way for
people to get that cathartic thrill
as an artisan making handmade,
biologically accurate piñatas
shaped like the coronavirus.
The project creatively combines McCarthy’s background
as a nurse and as a crafty

connoisseur of Mexican folk
art. Before becoming a nurse,
she was a cake decorator who
specialized in creating sugar
skulls celebrating Mexico’s Day
of the Dead.
After the first COVID-19 vaccine was approved, she said, “I
started thinking, people are going to start wanting to celebrate.
What better way to celebrate the

end of COVID than by having
a COVID piñata where you can
beat COVID with a stick?”
Piñatas had long been associated with birthday celebrations
in her household — as one of
four children, she enjoyed them
at family birthday parties, and
the garage door that the family’s
piñatas were suspended over accumulated some scars over the
years from blindfolded strikes
missing their targets, she said.
After running across images
of other coronavirus piñatas online, she said, she decided to try
crafting her own.
“I saw some that looked
poorly done, and as a nurse,
they didn’t look very accurate,

survey of Santa Clara
County residents on
their attitudes toward
the COVID-19 pandemic and
vaccines could help health officials understand what might
prevent the remaining roughly
25% of adults from getting vaccinated or completing their second dose.
The EMC Research survey
of 1,000 county residents, the
fifth conducted since May 2020,
found that optimism has rebounded since the winter infection surge, and concerns related
to COVID-19 have waned.
About 74% of respondents said
they have been either fully or partially vaccinated and 9% said they
are interested in being vaccinated
soon. But the remainder — about
16% — expressed some hesitancy
or outright resistance to receiving
the vaccine.
Nearly 71% of residents ages
16 and older who are currently
eligible for the vaccines have received at least one dose, with 43%
having completed the two-shot
regimen, county COVID-19 testing and vaccine officer Dr. Marty
Fenstersheib said.
County officials have seen

(continued on page 39)
(continued on page 35)

www.PaloAltoOnline.com • Palo Alto Weekly • May 7, 2021 • Page 5

Upfront
995 Fictitious Name
Statement
SAVAGE GARDENERS
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
File No.: FBN674539
The following person (persons) is (are)
doing business as:
Savage Gardeners, located at 590 Lambert
Way, Mountain View, CA 94043, Santa Clara
County.
This business is owned by: An Individual.
The name and residence address of the
registrant(s) is(are):
YIWEI ZHENG
590 Lambert Way
Mountain View, CA 94043
Registrant began transacting business
under the fictitious business name(s) listed
above on 04/07/2021.
This statement was filed with the County
Clerk-Recorder of Santa Clara County on
April 22, 2021.
(PAW Apr. 30; May 7, 14, 21, 2021)

997 All Other Legals
NOTICE OF PETITION TO ADMINISTER
ESTATE OF:
DEBRA ANNE LEWIS
Case No.: 21-PRO-00428
To all heirs, beneficiaries, creditors,
contingent creditors, and persons who may
otherwise be interested in the will or estate,
or both, of DEBRA ANNE LEWIS.
A Petition for Probate has been filed by:
ATIRA R. LEWIS in the Superior Court of
California, County of SAN MATEO.
The Petition for Probate requests that:
ATIRA R. LEWIS be appointed as personal
representative to administer the estate of
the decedent.
The petition requests authority to
administer the estate under the
Independent Administration of Estates
Act. (This authority will allow the personal
representative to take many actions
without obtaining court approval. Before
taking certain very important actions,
however, the personal representative will

be required to give notice to interested
persons unless they have waived notice
or consented to the proposed action.) The
independent administration authority will
be granted unless an interested person
files an objection to the petition and shows
good cause why the court should not grant
the authority.
A HEARING on the petition will be held on
May 25, 2021 at 9:00 a.m. in Dept.: 11, of
the Superior Court of California, County of
San Mateo, located at 400 County Center,
Redwood City, CA 94063.
If you object to the granting of the petition,
you should appear at the hearing and state
your objections or file written objections
with the court before the hearing. Your
appearance may be in person or by your
attorney.
If you are a creditor or a contingent creditor
of the decedent, you must file your claim
with the court and mail a copy to the
personal representative appointed by the
court within the later of either (1) four
months from the date of first issuance of
letters to a general personal representative,
as defined in section 58 (b) of the California
Probate Code, or (2) 60 days from the date
of mailing or personal delivery to you of a
notice under section 9052 of the California
Probate Code. Other California statutes and
legal authority may affect your rights as a
creditor. You may want to consult with an
attorney knowledgeable in California law.
You may examine the file kept by the court.
If you are a person interested in the estate,
you may file with the court a Request for
Special Notice (form DE-154) of the filing of
an inventory and appraisal of estate assets
or of any petition or account as provided in
Probate Code section 1250. A Request for
Special Notice form is available from the
court clerk.
Attorney for Petitioner:
Daniel L. DuRee
1535 N. Main Street, Suite 240
Walnut Creek, CA 94596
(925) 210-1400
(PAW May 7, 14, 21, 2021)

Call 650-223-6578 or email asantillan@paweekly.com for legal advertising.
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The city needs more than the very
affluent to buy tickets.
—Laura Angelo, co-president of Friends of the
Junior Museum and Zoo, on proposed entry fees to
zoo. See story on page 7.

Around Town

FOR YOUR VIEWING PLEASURE
... Palo Alto’s ArtLift microgrant
projects continue to roll out across
town, and the city’s Public Art
Program has set up an online
interactive map and guide to the
current and upcoming projects.
Recent additions include “Fish
in the Tree’’ by Erica Lee, which
offers passersby the chance to look
up and discovery tinkling bells and
whimsical fish at 259 Matadero
Ave., and “Trash to Treasure’’ on
the Gunn High School campus, for
which artist and teacher Deanna
Messinger helped students create
humanoid figures out of household
plastic waste. The figures not
only bring awareness to issues
of waste and recycling but also
serve as “safety spacers’’ to help
mark safe social distances around
campus and at events. “Wolves,”
by San Jose’s Joshua Curry, is
scheduled to debut next week. It’s
an animated projection of wolves
that Currry plans to show via
bicycle rides, at multiple locations.
He plans to provide live updates at
lucidbeaming.com/wolves. Curry,
also known as Lucidbeaming,
combines visual art, technology and
music in his installations. Current
plans call for the pack to prowl from
8:15-9:15 p.m. through Downtown
North on May 11 and 14; California
Avenue on May 12 and 15; and
Loma Verde on May 13. The city’s
online guide of projects is expected
to be updated several times a
week as the projects are unveiled,
according to Public Art Program
Director Elise DeMarzo.
STEPPING UP ... As we navigate
our way through the second year
of the COVID-19 pandemic, the
work of numerous organizations
across the Peninsula since early
2020 hasn’t gone unnoticed. State
Sen. Josh Becker, D-Menlo Park,
took the time to thank groups that
have become a lifeline during a
critical time of need during a virtual
April 29 town hall meeting when
he recognized “COVID Community
Champions’’ across Senate District
13. “Individuals and organizations
from all across the Peninsula have
stepped up. In doing so, they
reminded us what it truly means to
be a community,” he said. Becker
gave a shoutout to a couple of
groups, including Second Harvest
Food Bank of Silicon Valley,
Project We Hope and JobTrain.
Some organizations were featured
during the hourlong event, including
the Midpeninsula Regional Open

Space District. In conversation
with Silicon Valley Community
Foundation CEO Nicole Taylor,
who co-hosted the event, Midpen
general manager Ana Marìa Ruiz
discussed the countless benefits of
open spaces during the pandemic.
The district’s open spaces have
provided “much-needed respite,”
as seen through a 200% increase
in visitors. “People who are
able to ground themselves and
recharge in nature have the tools
to then present the best version of
themselves to the people they love,”
Ruiz said. Local elected officials
also joined the meeting, including
East Palo Alto City Council member
Lisa Gauthier, who commended
locals Boys & Girls Clubs for
providing meals for people in need
during the pandemic. “We live in
a region where we care about
others and that is so important,”
Gauthier said.

MAKING THEIR MARK ... Palo
Alto High School’s student
journalists received high honors
in the Journalism Education
Association/National Scholastic
Press Association’s Best of Show
competition. The young journalists
were honored during a virtual April
10 ceremony, which was part of
the JEA/NSPA’s spring national
convention. The Campanile
was named top newspaper
(broadsheet). The Campanile’s
story titled “Being Black at Paly,”
by staff writers Ben Antonow and
Braden Leung and online editor
Ajay Venkatraman, took third place
in social justice reporting. The Feb.
14 article covers Black students’
experiences, background on the
school’s history with race and
responses from administrators,
plus interviews with campus
community members who said
Black people and culture lack
representation in education. The
story points out that eight Black
students graduated from Paly in
1969 and the same number are
set to receive their diplomas next
month. Verde Magazine and social
activism publication Anthro each
came in sixth place in the news
magazine and newspaper/news
magazine categories, respectively.
Ink, which debuted late last year,
ranked seventh in the literary arts
magazine category. InFocus took
a respectable eighth place in the
broadcast news program category.
The Paly Voice ranked ninth among
websites for schools of over 1,500
students. Q

Upfront
COMMUNITY SERVICES

Backers of new Junior Museum
and Zoo blast proposed ticket prices
$18 for admission? City’s Finance Committee says
it might lower the fee later in the budget season
By Gennady Sheyner
and Zoo, the $18 fee that the
council endorsed last year and
that the council’s Finance Committee tentatively reaffirmed
Tuesday night represents both bad
business and misguided values.
Laura Angelo, co-president
of the Friends group, urged the
committee to reconsider the price
of admission. The nonprofit has
spearheaded the reconstruction
of the museum and zoo, having
raised $25 million in donations
for the effort. Angelo said that
during its fundraising effort, the
nonprofit had expected the city to
adopt an entrance fee between $6
and $8. More recently, it has been
bracing for a $10 fee.
Now, with the city planning to
set the fees at $18, Angelo believes the city is making the institution less equitable and more
exclusive — much to the chagrin
of the many community members
who supported the new museum,
which is set to open in October.
“Donors have told us that if the
city opens the JMZ at $18, they

will deeply regret that they donated to the JMZ initiative, they will
not donate to the JMZ in the future and they will not fund future
capital projects in Palo Alto,” Angelo told the Finance Committee.
Kristen O’Kane, director of the
Community and Services Department, presented to the council a
set of options for potential fees
and corresponding cost-recovery
levels. The staff’s model suggests
that with $18 tickets, the Rinconada Park museum will achieve
85% cost recovery; with $10 tickets, the city would recover just
59% of its costs.
The model does not, however,
consider the possibility that higher tickets prices would result in
fewer visitors. Rather, it presumes
that the museum would continue
to see about 185,000 visitors per
year, regardless of the ticket price.
For Angelo and other critics of
the city’s proposal, that is a fatal
flaw. If the demand plummets
because tickets prices are too
high, the museum will generate

UTILITIES

Palo Alto settles suit, agrees
to issue refunds to phone customers
City required to establish fund, pay attorney fees
By Gennady Sheyner

P

alo Alto will have to spend
$1.275 million on refunds
to phone customers and
attorneys fees as part of a settlement that the city has reached
with a resident who filed a lawsuit
almost six years ago.
At issue is the utility users tax,
which Palo Alto first began collecting in 1987 and then updated
seven years ago, when voters approved Measure C. In her lawsuit,
Eileen Staats argued that prior to
the 2014 amendment, the city had
been illegally collecting taxes for
telephone services that are exempt
from the federal excise tax. Staats
then filed a class-action lawsuit
that sought a refund for Palo Alto
taxpayers of all taxes that the city
had collected between Aug. 1,
2006, and December 2014.
The suit advanced in 2018, when
the Santa Clara County Superior
Court supported the plaintiffs’ request and granted them class certification. The court also supported
in 2019 a motion from the city to
limit any tax recovery to the period
between Dec. 24, 2013, and Dec.
18, 2014, based on time limitations
in the Government Claims Act.
The court did not, however, issue any rulings as to whether the
tax was legally collected. Rather,

the two sides reached a settlement agreement that requires the
city to set aside $1.275 million
for a “settlement fund” that will
pay for refunds, attorney’s fees
and a $10,000 incentive payment to Staats for serving as class
representative.
JND Legal Administration, the
firm representing the plaintiffs, has
indicated that it will seek $197,000
in attorney fees from the settlement fund; the settlement specifies
that the amount designated for fees
cannot exceed $475,000. The firm
noted in its announcement that if
any balance remains in the settlement fund after all the fees and
refunds are made, the balance will
be returned to the city.
“To avoid the expense and
burden of further litigation,” the
settlement states, the parties have
agreed to settle “all known and
unknown claims, disputes and
causes of action between them”
arising from Staats’ lawsuit.
If the Superior Court approves
the terms of the settlement on
Sept. 2 as expected, the process
of issuing the refunds will proceed over the following months,
as the plaintiffs’ attorney issues
notices to customers who may be
eligible for refunds. Residents and

businesses that paid the utility tax
between Dec. 24, 2013, and Dec.
18, 2014, will have until Aug. 30 to
submit their claim form and supporting documentation, according
to an announcement published by
JND. (The firm also created the
site utilityuserstax.com with more
information about the settlement.)
The settlement stipulates that
eligible customers will receive refunds of $8.50 per telephone line
for the first five telephone lines;
$7.50 per line for the next five
phone lines; and $6.50 per line
for the all remaining phone lines.
The Staats lawsuit is one of two
class action suits that Palo Alto is
now facing relating to its financial
practices. Last year, the Superior
Court ordered the city to issue $12
million in refunds to gas customers following a class-action lawsuit initiated by resident Miriam
Green, who challenged the city’s
practice of transferring money
from the utilities fund to its general fund. The final judgment and
order in that case is expected later in the summer, at which point
both sides will have a chance to
file an appeal. Q
Email Staff Writer Gennady
Sheyner at gsheyner@paweekly.
com.

Veronica Weber

W

hen the new and improved Palo Alto Junior
Museum and Zoo reopens to the public this fall after
three years of construction and
pandemic-induced closure, it will
bring visiting youths face-to-face
with ibises, flamingoes, turtles
and other denizens of the museum’s eclectic animal kingdom.
The Rinconada Park museum
will have new classrooms, exhibits and a “loose-in-the-zoo”
area where humans can mingle
with other species. It will also,
however, include a feature that is
ruffling some feathers among the
popular museum’s top supporters:
an entrance fee that could be as
high as $18 per person.
For the City Council, which is
facing plummeting revenues and
a second straight year of service
cuts, the entrance fee is the surest
and most sensible cost-recovery
mechanism for the treasured community institution.
But for the nonprofit group
Friends of the Junior Museum

Zookeeper and volunteer L. Lee Harper rubs Edward the Salcata
tortoise’s head while telling children and parents about the animal
at the Palo Alto Junior Museum and Zoo before the zoo closed for
renovations.
lower revenues than it would with dissenting, to move ahead with the
tickets in the $10 range. Angelo $18 fee — at least for now.
The motion from Cormack and
noted that most other museums
and zoos in the area charge fees Filseth also specified that the
well below $18, with the lone ex- committee will revisit the subject
ception of the San Francisco Zoo, later in the budget season, when it
considers the museum’s funding
which costs $18 to enter.
“This is not only a question of needs in the context of all city serequity,” Angelo said. “To hit the vices. At that time, the council will
projected attendance figures, the consider whether to spend about
city needs more than the very af- $900,000 to reduce the fee and
subsidize the museum’s operations.
fluent to buy tickets.”
“The right thing today is to
Vice Mayor Pat Burt, who
serves on the Finance Commit- keep the $18 ticket price for the
tee, concurred and said he would moment because the plan of reoppose setting the ticket price at cord is the plan of record until a
$18. He suggested deferring the new one is adopted,” Filseth said.
O’Kane said Tuesday that since
decision on museum fees to a later date and requesting additional the council first supported the
$18 fee last year, city staff have in
analysis of pricing policies.
“I’m kind of baffled that the fact reexamined the fee and have
tables the city provided assumed “questioned whether the (memthere is no elasticity — that there bership) range and ticket fee were
is no variability of demand de- too high” for the museum, which
pending on pricing,” Burt said. has always allowed free entry.
“We don’t want to be in a situ“That’s not the way it goes.”
His two Finance Committee ation where we’re discouraging
colleagues, Chair Alison Cormack people to come because of the
and Council Member Eric Fils- ticket price,” O’Kane said. Q
eth, were more ambivalent about
Email Staff Writer Gennady
the proposed fee. The committee Sheyner at gsheyner@paweekly.
ultimately voted 2-1, with Burt com.

OUR T EAM IS IN MOT ION FOR YOU
D E L E O N R E A LT Y, I N C .
Michael Repka | CEO & Managing Broker | DRE #01854880
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Upfront

News Digest
Tentative agreement boosts teacher salaries 3%
The Palo Alto Unified School District and its teachers union
have reached a tentative two-year agreement that will raise annual
teacher salaries by 3% for the 2020-21 school year, another 3%
for the upcoming school year and provide 2% one-time bonuses
each year.
Under the tentative agreement reached on April 29, members
of the Palo Alto Educators Association will receive a 3% salary
increase and bonus retroactive to July 1, 2020, and a second 3%
increase and bonus for the 2021-22 school year starting this July 1.
The district also will increase employer contributions to health and
welfare benefits — the equivalent to a 0.26% salary increase —
during each year, according to a statement released by the school
district and the union.
The terms were a result of multiple negotiation sessions throughout March and April between the district and teachers union,
against the backdrop of a pandemic that has at times led to contentious disagreements between the two parties over the viability
of returning to in-person instruction.
Terri Baldwin, union president, said the salary increases come at
a time when the district anticipates higher-than-projected property
tax revenue. The district could see “close to $6 million more coming in than what they built the budget on,” she said.
Palo Alto Unified employs around 850 teachers. The union covers all certified staff members, from physical education teachers
to counselors, except for school administrators and psychologists.
If the agreement is approved by the Board of Education and
union, the district will pay an estimated $12.3 million in benefits
and salary, based on figures provided by Carolyn Chow, the district’s chief business officer.
The tentative agreement will go through ratification votes by
union members and the Board of Education. The board will be discussing the tentative agreement during its next meeting on May 11. Q
— Lloyd Lee

35 guns stolen from Palo Alto garage
Four gun security cabinets carrying 35 firearms were stolen
from the garage of a Palo Alto home early morning on April 27
while a family of four slept inside the residence, Palo Alto police
said.
Police said the garage was unlocked, which is likely how the
suspect, or suspects, gained access. The burglary took place in the
700 block of Garland Drive about a block away from the intersection of Middlefield Road and Oregon Expressway.
One of the four residents, a man in his 50s, told police that a
majority of the 35 firearms were shotguns and rifles, police stated
in a press release. Two pistols were also taken from the home. No
ammunition was stolen.
Most of the stolen items were either heirlooms or used for hunting, according to police.
“The weapons were all unloaded and registered as required by
applicable laws,” the release stated.
Footage from surveillance systems of neighboring homes
showed a possible vehicle connected to the burglary in the area of
the resident’s home shortly before 4:30 a.m., police said.
“The rear door on the driver’s side was left open as (the vehicle)
drove away from the home, as if being prevented from closing by
something sticking out,” the release states.
The resident told investigators that the vehicle looked too small
to transport all the cabinets. It’s possible multiple cars were used
in the burglary or that one vehicle made multiple trips, police said.
Anyone with information about the burglary is asked to call the
department’s 24-hour dispatch center at 650-329-2413. Q
— Palo Alto Weekly Staff

Man found shot in parking garage dies
East Palo Alto police have launched a homicide investigation
into the death of a 25-year-old man found with a gunshot wound
on Tuesday, police said on May 5.
Christian Garcia-Torres of Redwood City was located by police
in a parking garage in the 1700 block of Woodland Avenue, between Newell Road and Clarke Avenue, after officers received a
call of a shooting on May 4 at about 9:10 p.m. Officers attempted
life-saving measures until fire personnel and paramedics responded to the scene.
Garcia-Torres was transported to a hospital for further treatment
and later succumbed from his injuries, police said.
Anyone who witnessed this incident or has information is asked
to contact East Palo Alto police by calling Detective Joseph Klein
at 650-833-9904. Anonymous tips can also be made by text or
voicemail at 650-409-6792 or email to epa@tipnow.org. Q
—Sue Dremann
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Fabulous Home in Barron Park
+Bt_yObtOŚ+B_d_sdŚĝÛÛŚ+Bt_yObtO.com

Beautifully remodeled single-story home
zWsVÛİæøpTdT_WyWbUplBKO
9WMOøl_Bb^dB^ddoWbUzWsV oBW_WBb
BVdUBb|bWpVÛBbMVBbMpdaOKVOoo|
cabinetry throughout
JOModdapBbMJBsVpzWsVdlsWdbB_
thJOModdaÛMObÛdodTKO
BoUOdlObddol_BbTdo^WsKVObÛMWbWbUÛ
and family room
Chef’s kitchen with granite countertops
and island

French doors in the family room open
sdBbWbyWsWbUKdyOoOMlBsWddTİæøpT
zWsVoOl_BKO
t{toWdtploWaBo|ptWsOzWsVszdzB_^øWb
closets and spa-like bath
9dbMOoTt__|_BbMpKBlOM_dsdTÛİæøpT
WbK_tMOpBbO{lBbpWyOMWbWbUlBsWdÛ_tpV
oOBoUBoMObÛBbMaBstoOsoOOpTdoloWyBK|
{KO__Obs+B_d_sdpKVdd_pÚ Boodb+Bo^
_OaObsBo|Û_OsKVOo WMM_OÛBbMtbbWUV
(buyer to verify enrollment)
Available to show by appointment
following all county mandates.

Judy Bogard-Tanigami
.ß

Cindy Bogard-O’Gorman
.ß

àà

àà

judy.bogard@compass.com

cindy.ogorman@compass.com

RANKED AMONG TOP AGENTS
BY THE WALL STREET JOURNAL
FOR 9 CONSECUTIVE YEARS.

www.ConsultantsInRealEstate.com

2 #. ü2! 2
dalBppWpsVOJoBbMbBaOtpOMTdopOoyWKOplodyWMOMJ|dbOdoadoOdTsVO dalBppUodtldTptJpWMWBo|KdalBbWOpà dalBppWpBoOB_OpsBsOJod^Oo_WKObpOMJ|sVO/sBsOdT B_WTdobWBBbMBJWMOpJ|ntB_dtpWbU#lldostbWs|_BzpàWKObpO!taJOoà__aBsOoWB_loOpObsOMVOoOWbWpWbsObMOM
TdoWbTdoaBsWdbB_ltoldpOpdb_|BbMWpKdalW_OMTodapdtoKOpMOOaOMoO_WBJ_OJtsVBpbdsJOObyOoWOMà VBbUOpWbloWKOÛKdbMWsWdbÛpB_OdozWsVMoBzB_aB|JOaBMOzWsVdtsbdsWKOà!dpsBsOaObsWpaBMOBpsdBKKtoBK|dTBb|MOpKoWlsWdbà__aOBptoOaObspBbMpntBoOTddsBUOBoOBllod{WaBsOà
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Your Realtor & You
Silicon Valley REALTORS® Meet Their Legislators Virtually on Legislative Day
At the first-ever virtual California Association
of REALTORS® Legislative Day held last week,
C.A.R. President Dave Walsh, President-elect
Otto Catrina and other C.A.R. officials all
underlined the urgency of increasing the state's
housing supply and addressing barriers to
homeownership.
"Closing the homeownership gap is essential
to closing the generational wealth gap in our
country," said Walsh.
Governor Gavin Newsom addressed
REALTORS® and lamented that the twin crises
of housing affordability and homelessness have
dominated the state's political conversations for
decades, even before the pandemic. "At the end
of the day, the fundamental truth is we need to
simply build more housing at all income levels,"
said Newsom.
Newsom indicated solutions to the twin crises lie
in a combination of subsidies, political will, and
a dose of accountability across the spectrum.
The Governor thanked REALTORS® for their
support and said, "I consider the REALTORS®
key partners in this work.”
Senate President pro Tempore Toni G. Atkins,
Assemblywoman Blanca Rubio, and State Senate
minority leader Scott Wilk spoke and pledged
their commitment to housing for all.
C.A.R. Senior VP for Governmental Affairs
and Chief Lobbyist Sanjay Wagle told members
their power lies in member involvement. Wagle
indicated in the 1960s, the median price was
three times the average income; today, it is seven

times the average income. The main reason is
housing is not being built at the rate needed.
"The solution as we all know is supply," said
Wagle.
Wagle briefed members on two hot issues to
take to their legislators: OPPOSE ACA 7, the
anti-housing constitutional amendment, which
undoes the Costa Hawkins Rental Housing Act
and allows for radical rent control and guts laws
that create housing; and SUPPORT SB 6, which
makes it easier and quicker to convert unused
commercial property to residential housing.
Members of the Silicon Valley Association of
REALTORS® later met virtually with Assembly
members Marc Berman (D-Palo Alto) and Evan
Low (D-Campbell) and Senators Dave Cortese
(D-San Jose) and Josh Becker (D-San Mateo).
The legislators said hailing from the Bay Area
they understand the critical and urgent need for
housing, but noted legislators from other parts
of California do not see it the same way. Other
legislators believe the state should only focus on
affordable housing and subsidies.
"Housing is the path to family wealth and
affordability is a part of the solution. Housing
affordability stretches across all ranges of
income," said Berman.
***
Information provided in this column is
presented by the Silicon Valley Association of
REALTORS®. Send questions to Rose Meily at
rmeily@silvar.org.

Peninsula

Restaurant Week

It’s the biggest food event on the Peninsula!
Join us for one week of exclusive dining from May 14-22.
MENLO PARK
Bagel Street Cafe
Bistro Vida
Cafe Wisteria
Cafe Zoe
Camper
Coffee Bar
Cold Stone Creamery
Coupa Cafe
FEY Restaurant
La Stanza Cucina
Italiana
Mama Coco
My Tasties
Octopus Japanese
Roma

SAJJ Mediteranean
Tea It Up
The Counter
The Refuge
Togo Sandwiches
Village Hummus
MOUNTAIN VIEW
Alice’s Smokehouse
Asian Box
Bushido Izakaya
Chaat Paradise
Erik’s Deli Cafe
Everest Cuisine
Oren’s Hummus
Pokeworks

SAJJ Mediteranean
Scratch
Sushi 88 & Ramen
Vaso Azzurro
Vive Sol
Yami Grill
Zareen’s
PALO ALTO
Ada’s Cafe
Anatolian Kitchen
Asian Box
Bevri Georgian
Restaurant
Cafe Pro Bono
Coupa Cafe

sponsors
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Hobee’s
Italico Pizzeria
Restaurant
Izzy’s Brooklyn Bagels
Kara’s Cupcakes
Kirk Steakburgers
La Bodeguita del
Medio
La Fontaine Restaurant
Local Union 271
Lulu’s
Nola
Old Pro
Oren’s Hummus

Palo Alto Sol
Pizzeria Delﬁna
Rooh
San Agus Cocina
Sprouts Cafe
St. Michael’s Alley
State of Mind
Sun of Wolf
Sundance The
Steakhouse
Taverna
The Counter
Tin Pot Creamery
Zareen’s

PORTOLA VALLEY
Alpine Inn Beer
Garden

SAN CARLOS
Cuisinett Bistro &
Market
Mama Coco

REDWOOD CITY

Noelani’s Island Grill

Coffee Bar

Saffron Indian Bistro

Coupa Cafe

Taurus Steakhouse

La Viga Seafood &
Cocina

The Refuge

LV Mar Tapas &
Cocktails
Quinto Sol

Town Restaurant
STANFORD
Coupa Cafe

Learn more at PeninsulaRestaurantWeek.com
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join us online | may 10 - 15

your free virtual community health event
Join Stanford Medicine’s health-care experts as they share the
latest medical discoveries, provide wellness tips and demos,
and address health topics like genome sequencing, the microbiome, Asian health, diabetes, and health policy. Plus a Saturday
session for high school students interested in a career in medicine.

Register Today | healthmatters.stanford.edu
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Upfront
COMMUNITY

Events planned all month to honor Asian
American and Pacific Islander heritage
Highlights include dance, music, food demonstrations, readings, movies and more
By Sue Dremann
Other events include:
Friday, May 7:
Library Family Storytime —
Asian-themed stories, songs and
rhymes from favorite librarians,
11 a.m.
Saturday, May 8:
Tai Chi with Master Nelson Ng
— Chinese martial arts and exercise, 10-11 a.m.
Taekwondo — Korean martial
arts with Master Eungsub Kim,
11-11:50 a.m.
Tuesday, May 11:
Pre-World War II Poetry of
Chinese, Japanese and Korean
immigrants with a comparison — lecture by Charles Egan,
Ph.D., chair, Department of Modern Languages and Literature,
San Francisco State University,
7-8:15 p.m.
Thursday, May 13:
Virtual Author Event — Samantha Mui, author of Melting
Pot: Stories and recipes from a
Chinese American daydreamer,”
7 p.m.
Saturday, May 15:
Tai Chi with Master Nelson Ng
— Chinese martial arts and exercise, 10-11 a.m.
HELP: Honoring Elderly Lives
with Prevention and Awareness
— With self-defense instructor
Charlie Smith. Preventative practices for safe living, community
resources and basic self-defense
strategies and building understanding of how to respond, with
access to credible resources, 23:30 p.m.

Friday, May 21:
Movie in the Park: Mulan —
The first summer movie in Mitchell Park South Field, 6 p.m.
Sunday, May 23:
Cook-along with Vittal Shetty
— Chef and co-founder of Jalsa
hosts an Indian cuisine cooking
demonstration, 3-3:45 p.m.
Bharatanatyam Dance — Performance by Varsha Sankar, traditional dance of India, 4-4:45 p.m.
Ragas and Rhythms Workshop
— An introduction to ragas and
rhythms rooted in Indian classical
music, with the Raga Monsters,
5-6 p.m.
Monday, May 24:
Library Family Storytime —
Asian-themed stories, songs and
rhymes from favorite librarians,
11 a.m.
Tuesday, May 25:
An Evening with Taru Maeda
and Taiko drumming — General
Consul of Japan live discussion
and performance by San Jose
Taiko Dojo, with a Q&A session
to follow, 5-6:30 p.m.
Thursday, May 27:
Virtual Author Event — Jeanette Arakawa, author of “The
Little Exile.” Co-hosted by The
Bill Lane Center for the American West. The author is donating
copies of the book to add to the
Palo Alto Library collection and

Magali Gauthier

D

A young attendee holds up a sign that reads “Stop Asian Hate!” at
a rally outside City Hall on May 2 to bring awareness to attacks
against Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders.
to give away at Mitchell Park and
Korean dance — Mesook Ko and
Rinconada libraries, 7 p.m.
Korean Culture Center-Urisawe
Inc. students and members will perFriday, May 28:
form traditional Korean traditional
AAPI Children’s Books Live dance and music, 3-4 p.m.
Gallery — A live gallery show
To find out more about the
in which children are invited to activities and to register, visit
share any art or writing projects cityofpaloalto.org/aapi
or
completed during AAPI month in lydiakou.com/calendar.
connection with a recommended
In addition to these events,
booklist, 5-6 p.m. See the city’s county Supervisor Joe Simitian
website at cityofpaloalto.org/aapi and the nonprofit Asian Americans
for details.
for Community Involvement are
hosting three virtual discussions
Sunday, May 30:
with Asian American and Pacific
Lunchbox Moments: What’s in Islander panelists on May 13, May
Your Lunchbox? — Readings on 20 and May 27, from 6:30 to 8 p.m.
food and cultural identity from See page 29 for more information
Lunchbox Moments Zine. Works on the series, “Understanding
by Asian American and Pacific the Asian American and
Islander artists and writers ex- Pacific Islander Experience.”
ploring the AAPI relationships To register, visit tinyurl.com/
with food and cultural identity understandingaapi. Q
to include and transcend literal
Read more about the Asian
school lunch narratives centered American experience in Palo Alto
on shame, 11 a.m.
in our Living Well section on page
Our Story of War and Remem- 29 of this edition.
brance: Chinese American WWII
Staff Writer Sue Dremann
Veterans of the China-Burma-India can be emailed at sdremann@
Theatre — Online film, 1:30 p.m.
paweekly.com.

Sunday, May 16:
Violin concert with Sruti Sarathy — Carnatic violinist, singer
and composer performing Indian
music, 2-2:45 p.m.
Yoga for Wellbeing with Venki
Venkatesh, yoga practice, 3-4 p.m.
Wednesday, May 19:
Library Family Storytime —
Asian-themed stories, songs and
rhymes from favorite librarians,
11 a.m.
Indo Raga Jazz— performance
by Ramya Shankar, 3:30-4 p.m.
Raga Music, Pop and Jazz —
music by the Raga Monsters, 4-5
p.m.
Growing Up Asian in Palo Alto
— Youth Community Service
will host a discussion for youth,
and Jeremy Lin will talk about his
own experiences, 6-7 p.m.
A Difficult Place — Psychiatrist
Dr. Rona Hu, associate dean of
academic affairs at Stanford University School of Medicine, will
discuss the difficult place many
Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders are in due to the increase
in hate crimes, 7-8:30 p.m.

Magali Gauthier

ozens of events to honor
Asian American Pacific
Islander Heritage Month
kicked off in Palo Alto on May
1, with celebrations planned during the next four weeks that will
include films, a virtual conversation with basketball star Jeremy
Lin about growing up Asian in
Palo Alto, martial arts, dance
and music performances, a cookalong demonstration and discussions with experts regarding the
impacts of hate and violence
against the AAPI community.
The events, which are being organized by members of the community and the city of Palo Alto,
will be virtual with the exception
of the Movie in the Park showing
of “Mulan” on May 21. Pre-registration is online.
“The point is to celebrate the
lives of the different immigrants
who have come to America and
all the contributions they have
brought and helped to make what
became our country. The road
where we are now came at a price
for many,” said City Councilwoman Lydia Kou, who has spearheaded the celebration.
In the face of recent hate incidents and crimes throughout the
nation against Asians, the monthlong celebration offers opportunities to share culture, history and
remembrances and to feel pride in
one’s heritage, she said.
“Rallies are great, but by having
these events, people get to kind of
hear each other and learn something. We can hear other sides of
the stories and have a different
relationship with each other. And
people will know they are not
alone,” she said. “I think this is
also great to just make it fun and
not be angry.”
Some events will also focus on
youth.
“There are some traditions we
still hold, and we wanted youth
to be proud of their heritage,” she
said.
One program she thinks will
resonate with people is called
“Lunchbox Moments.” Asian authors will share their stories about
their relationship with food and
cultural identity. When her daughters went to school, Kou sometimes would give them dumplings
to take for lunch. Although they
loved eating them at home, they
wouldn’t eat them at school.
“They were embarrassed by the
smell,” she said.
Kou said she is excited by the
outpouring of interest and contributions from many members
of the community. The events
reflect traditions, cultures and
experiences of Asian Americans
and Pacific Islanders and from
the Asian diaspora, including
from China, Japan, Korea and
India.

‘I want lasting change’
Around 250 people marched and rallied in downtown Palo Alto on Sunday afternoon, May 2, to
raise awareness of recent attacks on Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders across the United
States and to increase voter registration within this group. “I want lasting change,” said City
Council member Greg Tanaka, who is a candidate for U.S. Congress and organized the rally along
with council member Lydia Kou and about 70 volunteers. “And lasting change is really going to
help through voter registration and more participation politically.” Current congresswoman Rep.
Anna Eshoo and state Assembly member Marc Berman, D-Menlo Park, also spoke to the crowd
outside Palo Alto City Hall. Watch a video of the rally by Chief Visual Journalist Magali Gauthier
on the Palo Alto Weekly YouTube channel at YouTube.com/paweekly.
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Upfront
COMMUNITY

Palo Alto Weekly Holiday Fund distributes
record-breaking $680K to local nonprofits
Amount and number of grants surpass all previous years
By Palo Alto Weekly staff

raised this year far surpassed past
years,” said Bill Johnson, publisher of the Weekly. “We are pleased
to have been able to help so many
organizations, including many
that have been on the front lines
helping families and children get
through this difficult year.”
Major Holiday Fund donors
this year included two anonymous
donations totaling $350,000; the
Hewlett and Packard foundations,
which each donated $25,000; the
Peery and Arrillaga foundations,

which each contributed $10,000;
and numerous donations of more
than $10,000 made by individuals and family foundations who
asked to remain anonymous.
In all, 74 nonprofit agencies
serving families and children are
receiving program grants, plus
seven child care facilities are
receiving capital grants to make
physical improvements to their
sites. Grants range from $25,000
to $2,500 and were disbursed by
Silicon Valley Community Foundation, which has partnered with
the Weekly for the Holiday Fund
since its launch.
Ada’s Cafe, All Students Matter, Youth Community Service
and DreamCatchers are receiving $25,000 grants, and East
Palo Alto Tennis & Tutoring,
Pursuit of Excellence, Ravenswood Education Foundation

HOUSING

New state laws add urgency,
complexity to Palo Alto’s housing vision
As City Council prepares to launch Housing Element update,
officials face new pressure to increase affordable housing

A

s Palo Alto launches its
high-stakes effort to develop a new vision for housing, city planners, elected leaders
and citizen volunteers are preparing for a complex mathematical
exercise with deep political implications and conflicting notions
of what constitutes success.
The city is required to submit
by January 2023 its plan to accommodate more than 6,000 new
residences between 2023 and
2031, a heavy lift for a city that
has struggled to even come close
to meeting the far more modest
targets of its current Housing Element document. The planning
task will require the city to launch
new programs for affordable
housing, find new sites for housing in a city that planners and City
Council members often describe
as “built-out” and demonstrate
that these sites can realistically
accommodate an influx of new
homes and apartments.
And thanks to recently passed
state laws, the city also will face
new restrictions when it comes
to identifying housing sites — as
well as new consequences for a
failure to do so. These range from
mandatorily streamlined approval
processes for new housing projects to the loss of local power
to approve building permits and
zone changes.
Updating the city’s Housing Element will be the chief focus of
a special joint meeting between

By Gennady Sheyner
the council and the Planning
and Transportation Commission
on Monday night, when the two
bodies are expected to finalize
the process for crafting the new
document.
One major change that all municipalities are required to make
in the next Housing Element is
that the identified housing sites
must be both available for development and “suitable” for housing. Because of this requirement,
which was included in Assembly
Bill 1397, all sites that aren’t currently vacant must be shown to
have a “realistic and demonstrated
potential for redevelopment” as
housing.
That means that any non-vacant
site put in the city’s housing-site
inventory must have zoning that
accommodates at least 20 units
per acre. Cities would also have to
adopt programs that allow housing construction by right within
the first three years of the planning period, provided that at least
20% of the units in the new housing developments are affordable
to lower-income households.
The law makes it much more
difficult for Palo Alto to rely on
large, underdeveloped sites like
340 Portage Ave., former home
to Fry’s Electronics, for housing.
Though the city’s current Housing
Element states that the parcel has
a “realistic capacity” of 221 residential units, the city in the next
Housing Element would have to
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demonstrate that the campus will
be ripe for redevelopment because
existing leases are set to expire,
an application for a new development is in the works or market
conditions make the new housing
development likely.
Authored by Evan Low, DCampbell, the bill also makes it
more difficult for the city to designate small parcels for low-income
housing. If it were to include a site
that is smaller than half an acre, it
would have to provide examples
of “realistic capacity” by pointing to other small sites that have
been developed for high-density
affordable housing over the past
planning period.
A similar requirement will apply to sites that are greater than
10 acres. According to a new report from the city’s Department
of Planning and Development
Services, about 78% of the housing-opportunity sites listed in the
current Housing Element fall either below or above these thresholds and, as such, would require
further analysis before they could
be included in the next housing
document.
Other recent state bills further
complicate the city’s planning effort. Senate Bill 166, a 2017 law
that was spearheaded by Sen.
Nancy Skinner, D-Berkeley, includes a “no net loss” requirement, which means that if the
city identifies a site with a capacity for 50 residences but only

Veronica Weber

A

mid the devastating health
and economic circumstances of the COVID-19 pandemic over the past year, the Palo
Alto Weekly Holiday Fund distributed more charitable grants and
more money overall in 2021 than
in any other year since its launch
in 1993, thanks to overwhelming
support from local donors.
The Holiday Fund raised
$680,000 — or $215,000 more
than last year’s record-breaking
amount — and split the donations into 81 grants to nonprofits
serving families and children in
Palo Alto, East Palo Alto and surrounding areas.
“With the pandemic, the needs
have never been greater, and
thanks to overwhelming support from individuals, family
foundations and the Packard and
Hewlett foundations, the money

Kathleen Hughes, founder of Ada’s Cafe, left center, and Charlie
Hughes, center, and Todd Cerf, right, serve a customer at the cafe in
2017. The Cafe is among 74 nonprofits that received grants from the
Holiday Fund this year.
and WeHope are each receiving fundraiser, which was held virtugrants of $20,000 each. In addi- ally for the first time due to the
tion, 16 high school scholarships pandemic. The event, supported
are being awarded to graduat- through 10 corporate sponsors,
ing seniors at Palo Alto, Gunn, raised more than $50,000, all of
Menlo-Atherton and Woodside which was allocated to the Holihigh schools who have excelled day Fund.
The Holiday Fund has
in community service activities
disbursed more than $7 million
during the last year.
Palo Alto Weekly’s 28th annu- over its 28-year history. To see
al Holiday Fund kicked off last all Holiday Fund grantees, go
October with the newspaper’s to paloaltoonline.com/holiday_
annual Moonlight Run & Walk fund. Q

approves 30 residences, it would
have to spread the remaining 20
units over other sites — and rezone those sites to accommodate
these units — within 180 days of
approval.
And AB 686, which became
law in 2018, requires cities to
adopt strategies that “affirmatively further fair housing,” which includes analyzing historic patterns
of segregation and disparities in
areas of opportunities.
The bill, which was authored by
Assembly member Miguel Santiago, D-Los Angeles, specifically
requires cities to take “meaningful actions, in order to combat
discrimination, that overcome
patterns of segregation and foster
inclusive communities free from
barriers that restrict access to opportunities based on protected
characteristics.”
The new report from the city’s
Planning and Development
Services notes that while the

requirements of AB 686 may not
directly affect the city’s selection of sites, the law means that
the city “must approach the site
inventory with an ‘affirmatively
further fair housing’ lens.”
“While Palo Alto comprises
mostly areas of high opportunity,
our site selection must ensure the
selected sites do not lead to further segregation or greater disparity in fair housing opportunities,”
the report states.
The city’s debate over which
housing sites are suitable for new
developments is expected to get
louder in the coming weeks, as
the Housing Element Working
Group begins its deliberations
on the new document (its introductory meeting is scheduled for
Thursday evening) and the council considers two housing projects
with significant implications for
future growth.
(continued on page 39)

CityView
A round-up

of Palo Alto government action this week

City Council (May 3)

Churchill: The council approved the proposed road improvements changes
to the intersection of Alma Street and Churchill Avenue. The council selected
the design that does not involve the removal of the southbound right-turn lane
on Alma. Three council members — Burt, Cormack and Stone — supported
eliminating the right-turn lane to create more space for pedestrians and
bicyclists and to accommodate stormwater infrastructure but joined the rest
of the council after their proposal to select that alternative failed by a 3-4 vote.
Yes: Unanimous
Nonprofits: The council approved the annual action plan for Community
Development Block Grant funds and approved allocations of the federal funds
to local nonprofits in fiscal year 2021-2022. Yes: Unanimous

Council Finance Committee (May 4)

Junior Museum and Zoo: The committee supported adopting a $18 ticket fee
for the new Palo Alto Junior Museum and Zoo and to revisit the subject later
in the budget process and potentially use more public funds to subsidize the
museum’s operations, enabling a lower fee. Yes: Cormack, Filseth No: Burt

Pulse
POLICE CALLS
Palo Alto

Feb. 21-Feb.27
Violence related
James Road, 3/9, 2:26 p.m.; child
abuse/physical.
Channing Avenue, 4/14, 5:46 p.m.; child
abuse/physical.
University Avenue, 4/30, 11:27 a.m.;
battery/felony.
El Camino Real, 4/30, 4 p.m.; sex crime.
East Charleston Road, 5/2, 9:42 a.m.;
family violence.
East Meadow Drive, 5/2, 6:47 p.m.;
child abuse/physical.
Bryant Street, 5/3, 1:35 p.m.; arson.
University Avenue, 5/3, 11:44 a.m.;
simple assault.
Oak Creek Drive, 5/3, 10:24 p.m.;
domestic violence/battery.
Theft related
Grand theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Identity theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
Petty theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Residential burglaries . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Shoplifting . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2

OBITUARIES
A list of local residents who
died recently:
James Lewark, 77, a Palo
Alto resident, died on Feb.
11 Shirley Ann Cahn, 84,
a former Palo Alto resident,
died on April 14. Elizabeth
“Betsey” Wallick Danon,
91, founder of Keys School in
Palo Alto, died on April 17.
To read full obituaries,
leave remembrances and post
photos, go to Lasting Memories at PaloAltoOnline.com/
obituaries. Q

Vehicle related
Bicycle theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9
Driving w/ suspended license . . . . . . . 3
Hit and run . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Misc. traffic . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Parking/driving violation . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Stolen catalytic converter . . . . . . . . . . 1
Theft from auto . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
Vehicle accident/minor injury . . . . . . . . 6
Vehicle accident/prop damage . . . . . . 2
Alcohol or drug related
Drinking in public . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Possession of drugs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
Possession of paraphernalia . . . . . . . . 3
Miscellaneous
Casualty fall . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Court order violation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Found property. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Indecent exposure . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Located missing person . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Lost property . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Misc. penal code violation . . . . . . . . . . 1
Missing person . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Psychiatric subject . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7

Suspicious circumstances . . . . . . . . . . 2
Trespassing . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Vandalism . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Warrant/other agency . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2

Menlo Park

April 28-May 4
Violence related
1200 block El Camino Real, 5/1,
5:58 p.m.; robbery.
Theft related
Burglary . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Fraud . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
Petty theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Residential burglaries . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Vehicle related
Abandoned auto . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Bicycle theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4
Hit and run . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Lost/stolen plates . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Vehicle accident/minor injury . . . . . . . . 2
Alcohol or drug related
Drunk in public . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Possession of drugs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1

Marketplace
The Palo Alto Weekly offers advertising
for Home Services, Business Services
and Employment.
If you wish to learn more about
these advertising options,
please call 650.223.6582 or email
digitalads@paweekly.com.

Shirley Ann Cahn

January 23, 1937 – April 14, 2021
Shirley Ann Cahn
was born January
23, 1937 in Albany,
California, the daughter
of Roland and Miriam
Masters. Shirley attended Berkeley High School
and graduated from UC
Berkeley in 1959 with a
BA in Decorative Arts.
Following graduation
from Cal, she worked
for the Emporium
Capwell Company in
San Francisco, managing the Decorating
Studio. There she met
Ralph Cahn, whom she
married in 1961. They raised two daughters in Palo Alto until
their divorce in 1996. Shirley was a loving mother, wonderful
artist, staunch supporter of KQED, and cheerful soul who
will be greatly missed by all who knew her. She is survived by
her daughter Jennifer Cahn (David Fisher) and Julia Elman
(Ian), and four grandchildren Natalie and Elena Fisher and
Olivia and Anna Elman, her sister, Joan Brinton (Bob), and
nieces Mary Beth Santos (Craig) and Anne Ashton (Don).
Shirley died of complications from pneumonia and heart
failure after many happy years living at Maple House II in
Santa Cruz. A private service for the family will be held at
Lake Tahoe this summer. In lieu of flowers, contributions
may be made to Heifer International, 1 World Avenue, Little
Rock, AR 72202, www.heifer.org.
PAID
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Answers to this week’s puzzles, which can be found on page 39.

YOUR BEST NIGHT SLEEP AWAITS! | Spring Pillow Sale Ends Tomorrow 5/8

Scandia Home Palo Alto
Town & Country Village
650.326.8583  paloalto@scandiahome.com
Mon-Wed: 10am-3pm  Thurs-Sat: 1pm-6pm  Sun: Closed
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Stephen Anthony Kalthoff
June 29, 1940 – March 31, 2021

Stephen
was
born in San Francisco during the
summer of 1940 to
parents Hazel Garatti Kalthoff and
Herbert Kalthoff.
Stephen’s
family
eventually moved to
San Leandro to be
closer to his extended Italian-American
family in Pleasanton
and Livermore. He grew up largely in the vineyards and
wineries of Pleasanton, including his grandfather Frank’s
eponymous Garatti winery. A curly haired young boy,
Stephen was adored by his family for his boundless energy, sharp intelligence, and sense of humor.
He graduated from St. Joseph’s High School in Alameda and received his bachelors degree from USF and MBA
from UC Berkeley. During his college years he worked for
Southern Pacific Railroad where he developed a life long
love affair with trains. As children he would take us to
watch trains at all hours of the day and night. He knew
every schedule. He even planned trips along rail lines
throughout the U.S. and the world; taking the Trans Siberian Railroad with his brother Phil and nephew Brian in
1993 and most recently with his daughters through Texas
in 2018.
Stephen married Alice Painter in 1964 and moved to
San Antonio, TX to join the Air Force. When he returned,
he accepted a position with Consolidated Freightways in
Menlo Park and remained there for over 25 years. During
this period, he also developed his grandfather’s “Escondido Vineyard” into a successful business, selling grapes
to Wente and several smaller wineries in the area for decades. As family business, we spent many weekends and
summers working the land; we camped, hunted, moved
irrigation pipe, and picked grapes. He instilled an unshakable work ethic in us, for which we are so grateful.
As a third generation vintner in the Livermore Valley, Stephen served as President of the Livermore Valley
Winegrowers Association, chaired the South Livermore
Valley Development Planning Committee, and was elected to the Board of Directors of the Alameda County Water and Conservation District (Zone 7). He was very active
socially and politically in the Tri-Valley and San Francisco where he was a deacon at Saint Peter and Paul Church
in North Beach.
Stephen had an amazing life. He was a renaissance man
in every sense of the word. He could be the executive in a
suit one moment and in overalls working on a tractor the
next. He was an avid reader, hunter, farmer, historian, and
traveler. He was member of the Commonwealth Club of
San Francisco and an Eastern European history buff. He
lived life to it’s fullest and never succumbed to fear. As a
father he taught us to work hard, dream big, and be brave.
We will always remember him as bigger than life, both in
stature and personality, and completely irreplaceable. He
was truly one in a million.
He is survived by his beloved daughter’s Katherine
(Scott) Kalthoff Eby and Janet Toliver; grandchildren
Steven, Sofia, Julia, Ava, and Scotty (Calica); dear friend
Mary; and ex wife and good friend, Alice; and many cousins, nieces, and nephews. He was preceded in death by his
parents, Hazel and Herbert, his dear brother Philip, and
his daughter Lisa.
The family is grateful for all the condolences and remembrances.
Donations can be sent to Tri-Valley Conservancy.
Love you dad!
PAID

Local Media-Making Classes for Beginners

Podcasting Basics  May 19th
Podcasting for Teens  May 26th
Next Level Screenwriting  June 2nd
Sign Up Now!
Visit MidpenMedia.org

(650) 494-8686

Elizabeth “Betsey” Wallick Danon
August 26, 1929 – April 17, 2021
Elizabeth Anne “Betsey” Wallick was born
August 26, 1929 to Guy Philip Wallick and his
wife, Florence Kenneth “Keysie” Keys, in Palo
Alto, California and was the youngest of three
children. Her sister, Alice Jean
Wallick and brother, Philip
Wallick predeceased her. As a
young child, she remembered
rationing during WWII,
therefore she was a recycler for
the rest of her life.
She graduated Palo Alto
High School Class of 1947.
She graduated from the
Mills College in Oakland
in 1951 with a degree in occupational therapy - the first
woman with a college degree
in our family.
After college, she traveled
to Europe on a steamer, seeing the aftermath of WWII. Upon her return,
she worked as an occupational therapist at the
National Jewish Hospital in Denver, Colorado.
She traveled again in 1956, this time to Italy
and then on to Istanbul, meeting her handsome
husband, Renato Giuseppe Danon, shipboard.
Renato spoke six languages and then learned
English only for her. They had three children,
Giuliana Maria Danon, Guido Renato Danon,
and Felicia Grazia Danon before returning to
the USA in 1961. Two years later the family
moved to Rome, Italy for a year and then returned to Palo Alto.
In 1968, the family returned to Istanbul
where Renato was to open the catering service
for Marriott at its Yesilkoy airport. While in
Istanbul, Betsey taught at the Roberts College
Community School where Giuliana attended
school while Felicia and Guido attended the
Italian elementary school in Istanbul.
Returning to the USA in 1970, Betsey got her
teaching degree from San Jose State University
and taught elementary school at Harker
Academy in Palo Alto. When Harker merged
with a military school in San Jose, Betsey
opened an elementary school in Palo Alto
with Inge Zumwalt at her side, naming it the
Keys School after her mother’s maiden name.
Today the school flourishes with students from
kindergarten through 8th grade and recently
honored both Betsey and Inge in a Founder’s
Day ceremony.
Betsey’s family spent summers at Pinecrest
where she learned to swim, fish, kayak, ski

and camp,
all of which she taught her children. In
the winter, she learned to ski at Dodge Ridge
when skiing in America was just becoming
fashionable, and she taught
her children how to ski there
many years later. She loved the
“Fallen Log” cabin on Rustic
Road her dad built during the
depression, taking her children
there any time she could until
it was sold in 1970.
While living with her parents in Palo Alto, one by one
her children graduated high
school and began college. After
both her parents passed away,
she sold the Palo Alto home
and moved to Hanover, New
Hampshire, in 1978, in town
where her father had obtained
a Master’s degree from Dartmouth College’s
Amos Tuck School of Business in the 1920’s.
After two years, she returned to California, this
time settling in Sonora where she remained for
the next 40 years.
In Sonora, she became co-owner of the Sierra
Foothills Residential Care Center, caring for
the developmentally disabled until she retired
at age 80. She built a beautiful octagonal house
on a Sonora mountainside with its gorgeous
view and proximity to Pinecrest. It became the
family center, where her daughter Giuliana and
her husband, Levent Vural, and their children
Turan Vural and Zerrin Vural, and her second
daughter Felicia Danon North and her husband, Richard North, and her friends gathered
for her memorial. It became the home of her
son Guido and daughter-in-law, Sheri Gardener
Danon, and their children, Andriana (Danon)
Billeci and Christopher Danon. Her husband
Renato and son Guido predeceased her.
She was loving, fair, outspoken, opinionated, warm hearted, stubborn, generous with
her time in assisting others, not prejudiced
about color, race or religion, a tree lover always worried about the California droughts,
an avid hiker and skier well into her 70’s, an
avid reader, lover of Italian Opera, a viewer of
Great Courses, a consummate planner of fun
and educational “activities” for others, a grandmother to four wonderful grandchildren and
even a great grandmother to Vera Elizabeth
Billeci. We remember her with many emotions
and will miss her tremendously.
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O UR T EAM IS IN MOT ION FOR YO U

Barbara Jean Wong
Forever in our hearts...

D E L E O N R E A LT Y, I N C .

Michael Repka | CEO & Managing Broker | DRE #01854880
650.900.7000 | Info@deleonrealty.com | www.deleonrealty.com | DRE #01903224
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Barbara Jean Wong, wife,
mother, grandmother, and
long-time resident of Palo
Alto, CA, passed away
peacefully at the age 85, surrounded by her husband
and two sons on April 23rd,
2021. While the sudden onset of an aggressive case of
lymphoma complicated by
disseminated intravascular coagulation proved a
challenging fight, Barbara
maintained her jovial sense
of humor, grace, and elegance until her last moments.
Barbara was born in Suisun Valley, California, on January
2nd, 1936. She was the youngest of five children, two brothers
and three sisters, to parents Jim and Ivy Fong. Growing up,
Barbara was imbued with a creative and outgoing spirit, as
well as a deep love for nature from spending time on the family’s fruit farms as a child. She graduated from Armijo High
School, and then attended City College of San Francisco before completing her bachelor’s degree in education at San Jose
State University.
Upon graduation, she worked in Fairfield and the Santa
Clara County School districts as an elementary school teacher. Later she took up an assignment teaching US military personnel children at a US base in Japan. While in Asia, she connected with distant relatives who had grown up in China and
Macau, and continued to stay in close contact with them for
the rest of her life. After two years abroad, Barbara returned
to the Bay Area. Working in the Palo Alto Unified School District, she taught children with learning disabilities for over a
decade before leaving to start her own family.
Barbara’s charisma made her larger than life, touching the
lives of family and friends alike. In college, her classmates
crowned her Miss Congeniality at the City College Sweet
Heart Ball. She also brought great pride to her hometown
when she competed as a national contestant in the Miss Chinatown USA pageant. The only thing greater than her thirst
for adventure to see the world, was her devotion to her family
and to helping others.
A second “mother” to so many, Barbara always welcomed
family and friends to our house for social gatherings. She was
always generous with her legendary homemade tapioca with
pineapple chunks, almond jello fruit salad or her fabled apple
strudel made out of organic apples from our own backyard.
Her encyclopedic knowledge of health and natural remedies
was her conduit for expressing her love and care for others,
with whom she eagerly shared her secrets to beauty and longevity. And if that wasn’t enough, the sound of her melodic
voice and uplifting laughter could give that extra boost to the
immune system of anyone who heard it.
In 1970 she met the love of her life, Dr. Guy Y. Wong, while
doing her graduate course work at the Pacific Medical College. They were married within two years, a union that would
last for half a century. They raised two sons, who never once
doubted that they were her greatest pride and joy for the rest
of her life.
Barbara is survived by her husband, her first son Andrew,
his wife Tina, and her two grandchildren, Alexander and Elyse; as well as her second son, Brian, his wife, Chaai, her granddaughter, Emerson, and another granddaughter expected in
June. She will be sorely missed by her siblings Melvin Fong,
Elizabeth Louie and Nira Fong and her auntie Marge, as well
as the many nieces and nephews and close family friends that
provided her love and support throughout her life.
In lieu of flowers, donations may be sent in her name to the
following 501c3 organizations:
The Chinese Historical and Cultural Project of Santa Clara
County, Inc. (CHCP), PO Box 5366, San Jose, CA 95150-5366
(http://chcp.org/cah-museum/) or Morrissey-Compton Educational Center,595 Price Ave, Ste 100, Redwood City, CA
94063 (http://www.morrissey-compton.org/support.php).
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 Four bedrooms , two and one half bathrooms
 Large fourth bedroom can be used as master suite or a
family room
 Updated kitchen includes custom maple cabinets with
an abundance of storage, some stainless steel
appliances, breakfast area, and desk nook with built-in
file cabinets
 Inviting living room with recessed lighting, slate
fireplace, built-in wall unit, ceiling-to-floor double pane
windows, & door leading to cozy courtyard.
 Premium bamboo and oak engineered hardwood floors

Listing Agent: Jane Volpe
DRE# 01330133
Cell: 650.380-4507
jane@midtownpaloalto.com
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Double pane windows throughout the home
Quality window coverings in the bedrooms
Skylights
Raised vegetable beds
Approximately 1700 sf of living space* on an
approximately 6500 sf lot*
 Highly desirable Palo Alto schools are within walking
distance.
 Walk to schools, two nearby parks, including Magical
Bridge Playground, coffee shops, community center.






*buyer to verify

OFFERED AT $2,798,000

Spectrum
Editorials, letters and opinions

This week on Town Square
Town Square is an online discussion forum at PaloAltoOnline.com/square
In response to ‘City’s urban forester
resigns to join Cal Fire’
Posted May 4 at 10:15 a.m. by Paul Brophy, a resident
of Professorville:
“Before this position is filled by the public works director, shouldn’t the city first decide how important this job is
relative to proposed cuts elsewhere in the city budget? Very
few cities the size of Palo Alto have an ‘urban forester.’ Just
maybe an additional position in police, fire, libraries, children’s services etc. should have a higher priority.”

In response to ‘Facing another bleak
budget season, City Council prepares to
cut services’
Posted May 4 at 10:14 a.m. by Derek McKennon, a resident of Stanford:
“From a municipal budgeting standpoint, doesn’t infrastructure and public safety funding trump the more luxury
items such as community art programs and children’s recreational activities?
The parents can take it upon themselves to provide for
these outlets, but parents cannot repair roads or respond to
police and fire calls.
This whining about cutbacks in non-essential city expenditures says a lot about some residents in Palo Alto.
It’s like we want to dine at The French Laundry when all
we can actually afford at this time is a peanut butter and
jelly sandwich.
Time to get real and adjust to some much-needed austerity measures.”

Letters
Let’s be idealistic
Editor,
As Diana Diamond points
out in her latest blog on climate
change, the city council’s carbon dioxide mitigation goals are
both imperative in nature and
breathtaking in audacity and
scope.
Her skepticism is understandable. The city’s mitigation list is
as long as it is daunting — not to
mention expensive. And even if
Palo Alto could convert all residents’ cars to electric vehicles
while reshaping commuter behavior and installing thousands
of electric kitchen ranges, would
that even make a dent in what is
clearly a global problem?
She thus ends by politely asking the city council to “Please,
don’t be too idealistic.”
But can there be such a thing
at this point? Can we afford to
be anything less than audacious
in our post-carbon economy vision? As Diamond points out, if
we don’t do something fast, life
on this planet will be impossible
for millions.

In response to ‘Palo Alto plans further
cuts to police, fire and community
services’

do that again and not relegate this to the Finance Committee. This budget is insulting.”

Posted May 2 at 7:21 p.m. by Jeremy Erman, a resident
of Midtown:
“This suggested budget is outrageous: a 4.4% increase
from the current fiscal year but drastically reduced services? Staggering cuts to programs for children and families
that would take effect in the middle of the summer just as
many programs, which have been closed for the last year,
are expected to be able to reopen?
The Children’s Library historically has the highest circulation rate of materials after Mitchell Park. Closing it
makes no sense. My understanding is that the budget also
calls for eliminating not just the costume designer and
administrative support staff at the Children’s Theatre,
but most of the performances as well, which also would
cut off much of the revenue that the theatre produces.
Madness.
And cutting teen programs? Support for Art Center
exhibits?
This is all outrageous, and most galling, these are small
parts of the city’s budget overall. Cutting these programs
to such a degree that their very existence is threatened
makes no sense — these would be difficult cuts to restore
down the road.
Children’s education, social development and mental
well-being have been the most discussed issues during
the last year of the pandemic. The city manager’s response
seems to be ‘throw out the baby with the bath water!’
Last year, the entire council discussed the budget in
public city council meetings. I urge the entire council to

In response to ‘New housing bills stir
familiar opposition’

What Diamond leaves out
of this story is that Palo Alto
is not alone. Many other cities
and counties are getting real
with themselves about the magnitude of the climate transition
required. Further, equally audacious federal legislation has
been introduced in Congress: the
Energy Innovation and Carbon
Dividend Act would levy a fee
on carbon at the source and return proceeds to citizens, all in

support of a 2050 net-zero target.
So let’s be idealistic — not just
in Palo Alto, or Silicon Valley,
but everywhere. Let’s believe we
can transform both our kitchens
at home and our carbon pricing
strategy nationally. Let’s support
both local and federal lawmakers as they plot the course for the
radical change the climate crisis
calls for.
Christi Opitz
Grant Road, Mountain View

Posted April 30 at 2 p.m. by Allen Akin, a resident of
Professorville:
“If (Gov. Gavin) Newsom signs these bills, he becomes
‘the man who destroyed single-family housing in California.’ Would that eliminate any possibility he could win
national office? Would that increase the chance he’ll be
voted out in the recall election? He has some difficult
political calculations to make.”

In response to ‘With federal funding,
Palo Alto looks to revamp Alma and
Churchill intersection’
Posted April 29 at 1:23 p.m. by Stuart Berman, a resident of Old Palo Alto:
“This is a great plan. I have long worried about the
danger to (Palo Alto High School) students trying to cross
Alma (Street) at the end of the school day. There is just
nowhere for a huge number of them to stand while waiting
for the pedestrian light. This puts them at high risk from
both train and car traffic. Eliminating the right turn lane
on south bound Alma is the obvious solution as this lane
is underutilized and right turning traffic can easily turn
from one of the two through-traffic lanes. Kudos to those
involved in developing and supporting this solution. This
is a victory for pedestrians, bikers and all Palo Altans.”

Disappointing
budget cuts
Editor,
The May 3 Palo Alto City
Council and staff decisions on
the budget cuts are disappointing. The Charleston-Arastradero
project was approved in 2003.
The automated garage parking signs are worthwhile and
necessary, but not critical, so
they can wait a year or two.
Are the automated parking
signs more important than the

Charleston-Arastradero safety
improvements? Are the automated parking signs more important
than the libraries or the services
for children, teens, and seniors?
I think not, and many residents
think not. Thanks to Pat Burt,
Greer Stone and Greg Tanaka
for supporting safety improvements and services. To the rest
of the council, please reconsider
this decision.
Keri Wagner
Edlee Avenue, Palo Alto

WHAT DO YOU THINK?
The Palo Alto Weekly encourages comments on our coverage
or on issues of local interest.

What do you think about
the city’s proposed budget
cuts to youth programs?
Submit letters to the editor of up to 300 words to letters@paweekly.com.
Submit guest opinions of 750 to 950 words to editor@paweekly.com. Include
your name, address and daytime phone number so we can reach you.
We reserve the right to edit contributions for length, objectionable content,
libel and factual errors known to us. Anonymous letters will generally not be
accepted. Submitting a letter to the editor or guest opinion constitutes a granting
of permission to the Palo Alto Weekly and Embarcadero Media to also publish it
online, including in our online archives and as a post on Town Square.
For more information, contact Editorial Assistant Lloyd Lee at llee@paweekly.
com or 650-223-6526 or Editor Jocelyn Dong at editor@paweekly.com.
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WHY SUPPORT

LOCAL
JOURNALISM?
Our subscribing members
say it best...

“

We will deﬁnitely resubscribe and up our amount.
You do an essential and superb job in really
being ’the glue’ of the mid-Peninsula. Special
appreciation to your leader Bill Johnson,
who has spent his life making this area
and our lives better.

”

- Linda and Sid L.

Will you join the thousands of others
supporting local journalism?
Now’s your moment to step up when we need you the most.
Subscribe now at PaloAltoOnline.com/join
You can also subscribe for one year by mailing a check for $120
($60 for seniors and students) to us at 450 Cambridge Ave., Palo Alto 94306.
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Our Mission
To improve the health of the community by providing culturally sensitive, integrated primary
and preventative health care to all, regardless of ability to pay or immigration status, and
collaborating with community partners to address the social determinants of health.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Fred Mondragon, Chair

In the Time of COVID-19

Siteri Maravou, Vice Chair
Esmeralda Garcia, Secretary
Julio Garcia, Treasurer
Senseria Conley, Parliamentarian
Manuel Arteaga
Genesis Cerna
Marcelline Combs
Suleyma Garcia-Prado
VJ Periyakoil, MD
Melieni Falemaka Talakai
Sherri Sager, Board Liaison

COVID VACCINE CLINICS

ADVISORY COUNCIL
Patricia Bresee, Chair
Maya Altman
Greg Avis
Caretha Coleman
Greg Gallo
Lily Hurlimann
Rose Jacobs Gibson

Monica (left), Manager of Central Supply, and
medical assistants (middle and right) prepare the
vaccine solution.

Ross Jaffe, MD
Jim Koshland
Richard Levy, (ret.)
John A. Sobrato
Dr. Frederick St. Goar

IT TAKES A VILLAGE

Jane Williams
Gordon Russell (ret.)

Antonio Lopez, volunteer and East Palo Alto’s
City Councilmember, assists individuals through
the screening process.

More moments from our COVID vaccine efforts

CEO, Luisa Buada (right), poses with an
individual (left) who received the 10,000th
vaccine dose on Facebook’s campus.
Photographer, all images: Lourdes Sanchez

A patient (left) receives his vaccine from a nurse volunteer (right).

Dr. VJ, Stanford, RFHN Board Member and Director of
Stanford's Aging and Ethnogeriatrics Center, manages
the observation room once patients receive their
vaccine.

A weekly guide to music, theater, art, culture, books and more, edited by Karla Kane

A fruitful year for ‘Pear Slices 2021’
Festival of bite-size new works features local playwrights

A

By Karla Kane

Courtesy Squirrel Visuals

Maya Greenberg is the leader of a primitive society in “Don’t Let
Go” by Carol Wolf.

Courtesy Squirrel Visuals

part of the stos we’re all
THEATER REVIEW it’s
ry), with theatrical
too aware,
we’ve been living under lighting, costumes and all. While
COVID-19 conditions for audiences don’t get the energy
quite a while now. One and distraction-free vibe of being
way of marking this passage of in person, one benefit of watchtime, in the Peninsula arts world ing on video for verbal learners is
anyway, is by noticing that we’re the helpful closed-captioning opnow onto the second year of vir- tion — another example of how
tual “Pear Slices.” And while pandemic adaptations have made
2020’s production was done via theater more accessible in many
Zoom, as companies inch toward ways. Because the nine Slices
reopening for in-person audi- have been uploaded separately,
ences, the Pear Theatre has (in audiences can choose when and
some ways) returned to a more in what order to watch them, altraditional format for its annual though there is a suggested flow.
roundup of short plays by mem- Don’t have the time or attenbers of its Pear Playwrights Guild tion to watch the whole shebang
while still presenting it digitally straight through? Pick and choose
at your leisure.
on demand.
“Pear Slices” is a time-honored
Last year’s production was the
Pear’s first show performed un- Pear tradition. Even if individual
der lockdown regulations. Since “Slices” may vary in quality from
then, the Mountain View-based one to the next, or from year to
theater company has had a year year, it’s always a treat to peek
of experimenting with how to into the minds of local writers,
film and share its work. Now, to see the fruit of their efforts
thanks to the wonder of vac- brought to life by a small cast
cines, testing and strict safety and a couple of directors. In this
procedures, “Pear Slices 2021” case, the directors are Troy Johnlooks and feels pretty much like son and Melinda Marks, and the
live performances at the theater actors are Maya Greenberg, Gaz
Jemeel, Asha Kelly, Justin P. Loin the past.
The actors performed together pez, Francheska Johanna Loy and
on stage, mask-free (except when Francisco Rodriguez.

Above: Francisco Rodriguez and Justin P. Lopez perform in Matthew Fyffe’s “A Stable Family.”
Top: Asha Kelly plays Queen Cleopatra VII in “Wheel of Fortuna” by Bridgette Dutta Portman.
As usual, the bite-size plays
cover a range of topics and tones,
from mind-bending and mysterious to contemporary realism.
Leah Halper’s two offerings
both deal with real-world parenting and family themes, although
in quite different contexts. In
the over-long “Hello Heriberto,”
a young couple on the verge of
becoming parents frets over the
struggle to live in modern-day
California. In “Yes Yes Maybe,”
one of the production’s strongest
pieces and based in historical
fact, a 40-year-old Buenos Aires
man confronts his mother about
some long-buried family secrets.
Matthew Fyffe’s “A Stable Family” also deals with parenthood,
in the form of a lighthearted take
on the fears of inadequacy experienced by Joseph and the Three
Wise Ones at the birth of Jesus.
Two plays — “Power(less)
Pete” by Meghan Maugeri and
“Sequestered” by Barbara Anderson — set the action within
the COVID-19 pandemic, the
former about a depressed superhero stuck at home and the latter
about an overscheduled (and, it
must be said, overprivileged and

rather irritating) couple who can’t
find time in their docket of online
meetings and streaming hobby
classes to be present together.
“Sequestered” boasts a winking moment of self-deprecating
humor when the wife notes that
while everyone in her online
screenwriting class is writing
about the lockdown, she’s sure
she has a unique spin on it.
“Don’t Let Go” by Carol Wolf
explores a primitive society in
which having a useful extra sense
may be more of a hazard than a
benefit in terms of fitting in to
the group. Bridgette Dutta Portman’s “Wheel of Fortuna” pits an
anonymous goat herder, Queen
Cleopatra VII and Emperor Nero
against each other in a game show
of destiny — which develops into
a philosophy, ancient history and
physics lesson — hosted by the
unhappy goddess Fortuna.
Peggy Powell, like Halper,
has two inclusions: “Keepsake,”
about a wife who’s not too sure
she’s ready for her long-dead husband to be resurrected from cryogenic storage, and “Roadside Attraction,” in which a couple stop
for gas in the middle of nowhere

and have an odd encounter (while
I was intrigued by “Roadside,”
I must admit to being baffled
afterward).
Pear leader and show producer
Sinjin Jones handles sound and
video projections, with Kevin
Davies as technical director,
lighting designer Ben Hemmen,
costume designer Pati Bristow
and Kelly Weber Barraza as
stage and production manager.
Except for a few slight bits of
buzz in the sound and a few
trouble spots with filming focus,
the Slices unfold smoothly and
simply, with little interference
from the camera.
“Pear Slices 2021,” with its traditional look and feel yet accessibility for at-home viewers, is a
nice showcase for what the Pear
Playwrights Guild has been up to
over the past challenging — yet
fruitful — year.
“Pear Slices 2021” is streaming digitally on demand through
May 23. Tickets are $30-$34.
More information is available at
thepear.org. Q
Email Arts & Entertainment
Editor Karla Kane at kkane@
paweekly.com.
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Eating Out
The Restaurant Week Interviews:

7 questions for Michael Ekwall
La Bodeguita del Medio owner on how takeout and
technology helped his restaurant survive

Top: La Bodeguita del Medio restaurant, which is celebrating its 25th anniversary, pivoted to takeout during the pandemic. Pictured here are, from left, longtime kitchen
manager Luis Hernandez Rivera, owner Lara Ekwall, guest chef Dennis Hernandez and owner Michael Ekwall. Courtesy Michael Ekwall. Above: La Bodeguita del Medio
restaurant features Cuban-inspired food, including camarones con mojo, ropa vieja and croquetas. Photos by Michelle Le.
By Sarah Klearman
n an effort to provide diners more
opportunities to support local restaurants as the Peninsula slowly reopens,
Embarcadero Media’s Peninsula Foodist
is teaming up with Facebook to launch
Peninsula Restaurant Week. From May
14-22, restaurants, bakeries and eateries
of all stripes along the Peninsula will offer prix fixe deals and other menu specials available for dine-in, delivery or
curbside pickup.
As part of the new weeklong dining
event, the Peninsula Foodist has asked
participating chefs and restaurant owners
to share their stories about what the past
year has been like for them and where
they see the industry headed. This week’s
Q&A features Michael Ekwall, owner of
La Bodeguita del Medio at 463 California Ave. in Palo Alto. This interview has
been edited for length and clarity.
For more information about Peninsula
Restaurant Week, go to peninsularestaurantweek.com.

I

For readers who may not be familiar,
tell me a little bit about you and La
Bodeguita.
We opened in 1997, and we’re coming into our 25th year this year. We’re
a Cuban-inspired restaurant: We always
make an effort to tell people we are not
a traditional Cuban restaurant, because
that might leave some folks disappointed. Basically, what we have done is really
focused on the great aspects of Cuban
cuisine and Cuban cocktails and adapted
them to a California-Bay Area concept.
We do a lot of traditional dishes, but with
more localized ingredients available in
our area.
Tell me about the pandemic and the
lockdowns: What was the biggest challenge you faced?
Not knowing what to expect from

day to day. Normally, the way we function, the most unpredictable thing that
happens to us is someone calls in sick.
This unpredictability, inconsistency and
inconsistent and unreliable messaging
from the people in charge (of health orders) during the pandemic is difficult.
When we were closed and doing takeout only, we went from a staff of 50 to
basically three people. There was that
shock of: “How do we lay off people that
have been working with us for 20-plus
years?” I think that was the most traumatic thing that happened. Once we kind
of got our footing, we were operating as
a takeout restaurant, which we had never done. Pre-pandemic someone might
call in and order a ropa vieja or a Cuban
sandwich to go, but that was it. All of
the sudden, that’s all we had, so we had
to adapt the menu and change the way
we did business with three employees.
We had plenty of friends and volunteers
helping us out.
As for keeping us going, I think it
was resiliency. It was just that we had
so many years under our belt, and we
thought: “Someday, finally, we’ll retire.
This is not how we’re doing that.”
How has 2021 been so far compared
to 2020?
This year started out just as bad as
2020 ended: We were basically closed
down, doing takeout only. Now, the
weather is beautiful, vaccines are kicking in — and our staff was fully vaccinated a couple of weeks ago.
That was one thing that was a game
changer for us — people getting vaccinated. It makes people feel more comfortable about being out and about. We
haven’t reopened inside, and we’re not
prepared at this time. At this point, it is
not worth it for us to turn our lives upside down because we have our takeout
zone and we’re doing outdoor dining,
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and that’s functioning pretty well. On
cold nights, it’s not so great, but most of
the customers are understanding. We’re
making the most of living in California.
What is the biggest challenge restaurants face in the post-pandemic era
ahead of us?
Inflation. We buy and sell commodities on a daily basis. This is an extreme
example, but a year ago, we paid $45
for a case of kitchen gloves. A couple
of weeks ago, we paid $180. Just think
about all of the small elements that go
into running any kind of business.
Another example — local fish. A year
ago, we paid $10 per pound, but it might
be $20 right now. One of our biggest
challenges is how we choose to reflect
that in our pricing. The cost of labor has
increased significantly, the cost of goods
(has increased) significantly, but we still
can’t raise prices on our customers by
50% or 75%.
Has the pandemic sparked any kind
of innovation at La Bodeguita that will
remain in the future?
We’re rookies, but I think that social
media is a huge component. We’re recognizing we need to adapt to that type
of technology: online ordering, for example, which we hesitated to do. We
were late to the game, but we adapted an
online ordering portal that allowed us to
bypass using those third-party companies, except when it comes to delivery.
The online ordering is something that
we’ll stay with. I don’t imagine in a year
we’ll be doing as much takeout as we’re
doing now, but as we’ve kind of come to
adapt over the course of this year, that’s
been significant.
We’ve also had a lot of shift in terms of
employee roles in the restaurant. It was
great to see that everybody took an all
hands on deck mentality. Whereas before

someone might have been a bartender or
a server, now they’re helping do dishes or
bus tables — whatever needs to be done.
That’s one thing we’ve tried to kind of
roll into our new COVID-19 format.
What should guests and the broader
community keep in mind as they’re
visiting local restaurants more and
more?
I think that a lot of people don’t understand the importance of restaurants
or food service — how large of a component it is in the overall economy, how
many people are or were employed in
this particular sector. Over the course
of the year, our industry lost hundreds
of billions of dollars. In our industry,
businesses closed. People lost their jobs.
Most customers are incredibly gracious,
but things have changed, and our business has been turned upside down. Cost
is skyrocketing, and all of us are doing
the best we can with what we have. Be
patient, be kind, and just recognize all of
that — that’s the most important thing.
What should guests expect from La
Bodeguita during Peninsula Restaurant Week?
For Restaurant Week, we’re doing
something that came out of our original concept of adapting to our California lifestyle and Cuban cuisine — we’re
going to do picadillo, which is typically
made with ground beef, with (vegan)
meat from Impossible Foods.
We’ll also do mojitos, because you
can’t come to La Bodeguita and not have
a mojito. And then for dessert, we’re doing a Cafe Cubano flan, which is a traditional flan but infused with a sweet
Cuban coffee. Q
Em ail Writer Sarah Klearm an
at peninsulafoodist@em barcadero
publishing.com.

SOLD
756 University Avenue | Palo Alto
Offered at: $1,598,000

SOLD
240 Princeton Road | Menlo Park
Offered at: $5,798,000

SOLD
Hamilton Avenue | Palo Alto
Offered at: $5,298,000

SOLD
158 Seminary Drive | Menlo Park
Offered at: $4,989,000

SOLD
642 Turnbuckle Drive | RWC
Offered at: $1,625,000

Nick Granoski | 650-269-8556
Nick@GranoskiWeil.com
DRE 00994196

David Weil | 650-823-3855
David@GranoskiWeil.com
DRE 01400271

Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Number 01866771. All material presented herein is intended
TdoWbTdoaBsWdbB_ltoldpOpdb_|BbMWpKdalW_OMTodapdtoKOpMOOaOMoO_WBJ_OJtsVBpbdsJOObyOoWOMà VBbUOpWbloWKOÛKdbMWsWdbÛpB_OdozWsVMoBzB_aB|JOaBMOzWsVdtsbdsWKOà
No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footage are approximate.
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For almost 75 years, Peninsula Volunteers, Inc., a duly recognized 501 (c) (3) non-profit, has enabled seniors
to age in place, driven by a profound legacy of caring and our core values of respect, commitment, trust,
dedication and compassion. Our four core programs serve over 6,000 households and address the most
pressing issues of aging adults by offering critical services to sustain their daily physical, nutritional,
emotional and mental health while achieving dignity and independence in their lives. PVI’s programs
include Nutrition Services/Meals on Wheels; Adult Day Services at Rosener House; Health, Wellness and
Enrichment offerings at Little House; and on- demand Transportation Services at Little House.

** A $500 donation will cover one month of daily Meals on Wheels for two at-risk
seniors; or one month of daily staff-guided virtual therapeutic sessions for an
Alzheimer's patient from our Adult Day Services; or ten 60-minute personal training
sessions for one senior; or 30 transportation rides for two months for 30 seniors.
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LivingWell
A monthly special section of news

& information for seniors

Longtime residents reflect on spike in hate incidents

Ingrid Lai checks in a client at the senior meals program La Comida
at Stevenson House in Palo Alto on May 3. Photo by Magali Gauthier.

By Chris Kenrick

I

ngrid Lai was at a loss for
words when a man began yelling at her to “go back to China.”
It was early in the pandemic and
Lai, a longtime Palo Alto resident,
was working her regular volunteer
post at the check-in table of Palo
Alto’s La Comida hot lunch program for seniors. The man — a
client of the lunch program — was
standing on the other side of the
table.
“I wanted to say something back
to him, but I was lost (for) words,”
Lai said. “I probably looked scared.
He walked away finally.”
Reports of anti-Asian harassment are disturbing, but not surprising, according to longtime
Asian-American residents of Palo
Alto who spoke to the Palo Alto
Weekly about the recent spike in
local and national anti-Asian hate
incidents.
“Going through history, all the
way back to when the Chinese
came (here) in the gold (rush) days,
it’s been sort of a very common
pattern,” said Allan Seid, a community activist and retired physician who lives with his wife, Mary,
at Channing House.
“When things get rough —
economic recession, war or other
things that might cause fear, such
as the pandemic — it’s easily

turned into hatred,” Seid said. “It’s
kind of built in, at least for those
who are familiar with Asian American history.”
Even before the pandemic, Seid
said he and his wife expected
“things would become rough again
for Chinese Americans” after several Chinese American professors
in the United States were accused
of spying for China and, later, when
then-President Donald Trump began attacking China’s trade policies. Trump’s subsequent blaming
of China for the global pandemic
sparked further backlash.
Like other non-white ethnic
groups, Asian Americans have “always been seen as perpetual foreigners, no matter how many generations we’ve been here” said the
San Francisco-born Seid, a fourthgeneration Californian. Mary Seid,
from Stockton, is a third-generation
Californian.
In spite of some negative aspects,
Palo Alto has been a good place to
live, said Seid, who moved to the
area in 1962 for his medical residency at Stanford.
“By and large, it has provided
Mary and I opportunities to grow
and learn and to be accepted,” he
said.
Other longtime — or lifelong —
Asian American residents of Palo

Alto echoed that view.
“I have never, during all my years
in Palo Alto, run across any prejudice against me personally,” said
84-year-old Yosh Kumagai, who
grew up on a 30-acre pear orchard
at the corner of Embarcadero Road
and Old Bayshore Highway, which
his grandfather had purchased in
1927.
Under the California Alien Land
Law in effect at that time, the elder
Kumagai — born in Japan — could
not own property, so the land was
held in the names of his Americanborn sons.
Growing up in Palo Alto — except for two years when he lived
in the Tule Lake Japanese internment camp with his family beginning at the age of 6 — Kumagai
remembers playing in haystacks
near Embarcadero, where Ming’s
restaurant later opened. He also remembers Japanese-owned farms at
the corner of El Camino Real and
Page Mill Road, as well as in the
location of what is now the Goodwill Store on El Camino Way.
He recalls socializing and playing sports with Black and white
classmates at Palo Alto High
School. (Kumagai also graduated
from Walter Hays Elementary and
Jordan Junior High schools.)
Kumagai does not recall facing

Three-part series on Asian American and
Pacific Islander experiences kicks off May 13
Online panel discussion to focus on history, culture, violence, prejudice and identity
By Sue Dremann

C

ulture, history, the origins of prejudice and
violence and notions of
identity within the Asian American Pacific Islander community
will be the subjects of a threepart online series that kicks off
on May 13.
The three panel discussions,
“Understanding the Asian
American/Pacific Islander
Experience,” which span the
month of May, are designed
to broaden the public’s understanding of Asian Americans

and Pacific Islanders and will
feature a range of Asian American/Pacific Islander leaders
from throughout the country.
The events are hosted by the
nonprofit organization Asian
Americans for Community
Involvement and Santa Clara
County Supervisor Joe Simitian.
Speakers include California
Attorney General Rob Bonta;
Pawan Dinghra, author of
“Managing Multicultural Lives:
Asian Americans and the Challenge of Multiple Identities”;

Michele Lew, CEO, The Health
Trust; Natalie Masuoka, chair
and associate professor of Asian
American Studies, UCLA; Santa Clara County Superior Court
Judge Johnny Gogo; Helen Hsu,
staff psychologist, Asian American specialist and lecturer at
Stanford University; Foothill
College President Thuy Thi
Nguyen and Phillip Yun, CEO,
World Affairs Council.
Simitian said the program
(continued on page 31)

any racial career barriers or housing discrimination, though another
family member did encounter deed
restrictions enacted in the mid1950s that barred Asians and other
racial minorities from buying property in Palo Alto.
“I tend to think on the brighter
side, and I thank my parents and
grandparents for having lived here
— I couldn’t find a better place
to live,” said Kumagai, who mentioned that his granddaughters
played sports at Palo Alto High
just as he did.
Other Asian Americans described generally positive experiences of their decades in Palo Alto,
though several said their children
had been targets of racial bullying in elementary school because
of their facial features or the presumed contents of their lunch
boxes.
When Andrew Chang’s daughters reported racial bullying at
school, the Palo Alto resident recalls being upset.
“I actually told them that if it
happens again to just hit them
back,” said Chang, a retired engineering manager who came to Palo
Alto in the 1970s after graduating
from University of California,
Berkeley.
“They said no, they’d get in
trouble if they hit them back. I also
remember I said I’d support them
all the way, going to the principal
or the school board if necessary,”
Chang said.
Lai said she was proud that her
son, Anthony Shu, now in his 20s
and working in multimedia production and writing, overcame the
bullying and turned the experience
into something good for the next
generation by creating Lunchbox
Moments, a new not-for-profit publication encouraging Asian American and Pacific Islander artists and
writers to explore relationships
with food and cultural identity.
Early on in their children’s
schooling, the Seids switched their
kids from their neighborhood elementary school, Green Gables
(now Duveneck), to a now-closed
elementary school in the Ventura neighborhood, which they
preferred because of its greater

economic and racial diversity.
At the almost all-white Green
Gables, Seid recalled, “The teacher
in first or second grade would put
up a beautiful collage of different
racial groups, and some of the racial groups would wear different
garbs. The lesson was, ‘Who are
the Americans?’ The kids picked
the blond, blue-eyed Caucasians.
At that age, kids don’t dispute —
they just accept it. But in our mind,
these things were devastating for a
minority child.”
Though Seid said his children
had a “very good academic experience” in general, he expressed
frustration that the 1980s Palo Alto
curriculum conveyed a severely
limited view of China.
“My kids grew up, despite (our)
parenting, with a really negative
impression of China and Chinese
people — poor, backward, uneducated, essentially starving,” Seid
said. The three eventually gained
a more sophisticated understanding through summer study trips to
China.
Former Palo Alto Mayor Yoriko Kishimoto — now an elected
board member of the Midpeninsula
Regional Open Space District —
first came to Palo Alto in 1977 to
study at the Stanford University’s
Graduate School of Business.
Kishimoto, whose two daughters
went through local K-12 schools,
was most troubled by the Palo
Alto school board’s 2018 decision
to reject a recommendation to rename a middle school after Palo
Altan Fred Yamamoto, a hero who
fought and died in World War II,
because of concerns of the possible
confusion between his name and
that of Japanese admiral and Pearl
Harbor attack mastermind Isoroku
Yamamoto.
“Since Yamamoto is a common
last name, it was as if a person
named Smith did something negative and all people named Smith
are blamed for it,” Kishimoto wrote
in an email.
“It was shocking that the school
board acquiesced and chose a different person to name the school
for. This wasn’t a racial attack in
(continued on page 31)
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Trusted
Home Care
Kendra’s dedication to clients
Our trained, professional caregivers
always follow best practices for
your safety and security, which
is especially critical during
this challenging time.

is just one of the many reasons
why we’re the Bay Area’s leading
expert in senior care.
In fact, over 17,000 Bay Area
families trust us to take care of
family and loved ones in the

Kendra Benisano, RN, BSN
Director of Homecare
and Nursing Services

comfort of their own home.
Free consultation
650.931.1860
SeniorsAtHome.org

A Division of Jewish Family and Children’s Services
San Francisco • Peninsula • Marin • Sonoma County
HHA License 220000378

Still having trouble hearing?
Join us for a complimentary consultation and personalized sound demo

Earlens improves
speech recognition
by 25%*

Participants in an
independent study
preferred the
Earlens extended
bandwidth 8:1*

Earlens brings
listeners 16x closer
to normal hearing in
the critically important
high frequencies*

Earlens delivers
a frequency range
2.5x broader
than conventional
hearing aids**

*Folkeard et. Al. “Detection, Speech Recognition, Loudness, and Preference Outcomes with a Direct Drive Hearing Aid: Effects of Bandwidth.
'DWDRQĆOHDW(DUOHQV

May is National Better Hearing Month
If you suspect hearing loss for yourself or a loved one, or already have a hearing aid but are still missing some
sounds, we encourage you to speak to an audiologist. There are many new hearing solutions that can help, like
a novel technology called Earlens, which TIME Magazine recently named one of the “100 Best Inventions” of 2020.
)LQGRXWKRZ\RXPLJKWEHQHĆWWKURXJKDFRPSOLPHQWDU\FRQVXOWDWLRQ

Complimentary Private Consultations with a Sound Demo
Wednesday, May 19
Earlens Hearing Center - 4055 Campbell Avenue, Menlo Park
Call (650) 417-9856 or visit earlensevents.com/PAWbetter to reserve your spot.
Spaces are limited. COVID protocols will be followed. Call now to RSVP.
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Living Well

Courtesy Allan and Mary Seid

Magali Gauthier

Chris Kenrick

Yosh Kumagai, who grew up
on his family’s Palo Alto pear
orchard in the 1930s and 1940s,
watches his grandson, Will
Kumagai, play baseball at the
Palo Alto Little League Park on
May 1.

Allan and Mary Seid sit in a terrace garden at Channing House in
Palo Alto on May 3.
Mary and Allen Seid sit with their son, Marc, during a meal in
December 1983.

Local hate crimes
on the rise

Asian Americans
(continued from page 29)

(continued from page 29)

has been in the works for many
months and predates the most recent surge in anti-Asian incidents.
He noted that while May is Asian
American and Pacific Islander
Heritage Month and seemed
a good time for the series, the
rise in hate incidents and crimes
against Asian Americans is also
a motivating factor for opening
community dialogue and building understanding.
According to an April Pew
Research Center survey, 81% of

James Wong, 95, sits at his desk in the Palo Alto home where he and
his family have lived since 1962.

Courtesy James Wong

Three-part series

Chris Kenrick

the school, but at the school board,”
she said.
James Wong, 95, who has lived
in Palo Alto since 1962, described
a long Silicon Valley career in
which he thrived, working with
high-speed digital computers and
communications systems to test
satellites. He said he felt no disadvantage as a Chinese American.
Since retiring in 1986, Wong
said he’s enjoyed spending time
with family and friends and even
getting to know people with views
different than his own.
“We all need an attitude adjustment to really believe in helping
people, respecting people, even if
we don’t agree with them,” he said.
Of the recent spike in anti-Asian
attacks, Wong said, “I thought we’d
gone past that. ... We have a big
problem with discrimination.”
Wong said he’s counting on
younger generations to find
solutions.
Kumagai called the people perpetuating anti-Asian hate crimes
and harassment “cowardly thugs.”
“I look at anybody who might
be discriminatory and think, ‘It’s
probably a reflection of their own
life. They’re deprived and their life
might be really pathetic, so they
take it out on people who look
different.’”
Kishimoto referred to “The
Third Century,” a book she co-authored in 1988 about the political
and economic culture of the United
States.

James and Rosie Wong were married in 1952 and moved into their
Palo Alto home in 1962.
“We talked about the U.S. be- came true for California and the
ing a ‘world nation,’ predicated Bay Area.
“Diversity is our strength, as is
on democracy and the rule of law
and not on any one race,” she said. our democracy, education, rule of
“We predicted that California and law. It all takes constant work and
the U.S. would become majority reinvention in every generation.” Q
minority, where no one race or
Email Contributing Writer
ethnic group would hold a ma- Chris Kenrick at ckenrick@
jority position. ... That obviously paweekly.com.
Asian adults say violence against
them is increasing, including antiAsian rhetoric, racism and scapegoating that blames Asians for
the pandemic and its impact, he
noted. Asian Americans have had
a long history of bearing abuses
and discrimination in the United
States, particularly in California.
Prior studies found that three
in four Asian Americans say
they have personally experienced
discrimination or been treated
unfairly due to their race or ethnicity. Asian women are roughly
twice as likely to be victims than
men, studies show.

The Stop AAPI Hate reporting center has catalogued nearly
3,800 reported hate incidents
since March 2020. More than 700
were reported in the Bay Area.
“It’s appalling and unacceptable
and makes these conversations all
the more important,” he said.
Rallies are not enough to break
down long-standing prejudice, violence and exclusionary practices,
he noted.
“Real change requires understanding — a willingness to listen, engage, and do the necessary

T

he number of local hate
crimes is low, but the
trend line is rising even
as most incidents go unreported: That’s the message
from Palo Alto Police Chief
Robert Jonsen and Santa Clara
County District Attorney Jeff
Rosen.
Acts against Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders are
just a fraction of the area’s
reported hate crimes, which
can target victims not only
because of race but also because of disability, gender,
nationality, religion or sexual
orientation, Jonsen and Rosen
said during several recent presentations on the topic.
Three out of the 10 hate
crimes filed so far this year
in Santa Clara County were
against Asian Americans and
Pacific Islanders, Rosen said.
In 2020, a total of 14 hate
crimes in all categories were
filed, he added.
Palo Alto has averaged
about 4.8 hate crimes a year
since 2016 — up from 3.6 hate
crimes a year from 2006 to
2015, Jonsen said. Two-thirds
of those pertain to property,
such as vandalism of signs,
and about one-third are physical crimes like assaults, he
said.
“Santa Clara County is a
relatively safe county, and
Palo Alto is extremely safe,”
Jonsen said.
But the data probably captures just a small fraction of
actual incidents, both officials
said.
“We believe there’s a lot
that’s not reported to us,” Jonsen said. “We hear about a lot
of things third hand that never
get reported to the police
department.”
A nonprofit tracking center, Stop AAPI Hate, recorded
3,794 anti-Asian incidents nationwide since its founding in

early 2020 to February 2021.
The group has created a reporting system for incidents against
Asian Americans and Pacific
Islanders at stopaapihate.org.
The nonprofit was co-founded
by the Asian American Studies
Department of San Francisco
State University, the Asian
Pacific Policy and Planning
Council and Chinese for Affirmative Action.
Jonsen and Rosen urge the
public to report all potential
hate crimes and incidents to
local police.
If it’s an act of violence, call
911. If it’s even an insensitive
remark, call your local police
department, Jonsen said.
“We will come out and
have a conversation. Even if
it doesn’t rise to the level of a
crime, we still want to document it,” Jonsen said.
Both officials stressed that
hate crimes are motivated by
bias and typically involve violence or a criminal act against
a person or their property,
while hate incidents can include horrible words but don’t
involve a criminal threat.
“It’s the difference between
words and actions,” Rosen
said. “A hate incident is yelling and screaming at someone
because they’re Jewish, Asian,
Muslim, Black — saying horrible slurs against someone,
but that’s all. It’s not threatening to hurt them or throwing a
punch at them.”
Jonsen spoke April 16 and
April 26 at virtual events organized by Palo Alto City
Council member Lydia Kou
and Los Altos City Council
member Lynette Lee Eng in
partnership with Avenidas
senior center and the cities of
Palo Alto and Los Altos.
Rosen spoke virtually on
April 20 to the Yale Club of
Silicon Valley. Q
— Chris Kenrick

(continued on page 32)
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Living Well

Three-part series
(continued from page 31)

A Better
Way to Care
Hire a private nurse for Mom
or Dad’s care, and get the peace of
mind that accompanies working with
a licensed medical professional.
To learn more or schedule a consultation with
a Nursing Specialist, visit nurseregistry.com or
call (650) 523-9149
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work. I hope that people will join AACI
and me to better understand our county’s
diverse Asian American and Pacific Islander communities,” he said.
Simitian was also motivated by a high
level of interest after he and his office
sponsored the “Understanding Islam” series a few years ago.
“I think most people want to understand
the lives and experiences of the folks in
their community, and that opportunities
like this help them to do just that.”
Sarita Kohli, president and CEO of Asian
Americans for Community Involvement,
said people need to come together as a
community and stand against xenophobia,
hate and violence.
“I am deeply outraged by the racially
motivated attacks and crimes against
Asian Americans that are occurring in our
community. We hope that knowledge and
empathy will empower our communities
to support each other and heal together.”
The panel discussions will be held virtually, are free and are open to all. They
take place on Thursdays, May 13, 20 and
27 from 6:30 p.m. to 8 p.m. Attendees can
sign up individually for each event:
Q May 13: Our Diverse AAPI Community: Who’s who in the AAPI community?
Histories, stories and experiences, their
similarities and differences.
Pawan Dinghra, professor of American
Studies, Amherst College; author of “Managing Multicultural Lives: Asian Americans and the Challenge of Multiple Identities” and co-author of “Asian America.”
Michele Lew, CEO, The Health Trust

Natalie Masuoka, associate professor
of political science and chair and associate professor of Asian American Studies,
UCLA; author of “Multiracial Identity and
Racial Politics in the United States” and
co-author of “The Politics of Belonging:
Race, Public Opinion and Immigration.”
QMay 20: Prejudice and Violence: Origins of prejudice and violence and how it
can be addressed.
• Rob Bonta, attorney general, State of
California
• Johnny Gogo, judge, Santa Clara County Superior Court
• Helen Hsu, Psy.D., lead outreach specialist, staff psychologist, Asian American specialist, and lecturer at Stanford
University
QMay 27: Notions of Identity: How the
AAPI community sees and describes itself.
How is it seen and described by others?
Thuy Thi Nguyen, president, Foothill
College
Phillip Yun, CEO, World Affairs Council
Pawan Dinghra, professor of American
Studies, Amherst College; author of “Managing Multicultural Lives: Asian Americans and the Challenge of Multiple Identities” and co-author of “Asian America.”
For more information and to register visit
tinyurl.com/understandingaapi or www.
aaci.org. Q
Email Staff Writer Sue Dremann at
sdremann@paweekly.com.
About the cover: Longtime Asian American
residents reflect on life in Palo Alto. Photos by
Magali Gauthier and courtesy James Wong
and Mary and Allen Seid. Cover design by
Douglas Young.

Avenidas
Programs
Help People
Blossom!
Get your
groove back
with our
line dancing
classes!

Receive
support for
caregiving at
our monthly
Care Forum
workshops

Make your
inner child
happy by trying
our Improv
“Funshop”

Check out our website at www.avenidas.org
for a bumper crop of new and exciting
activities to surprise and delight yourself with!
Decide
whether to
be or not to be
in our
Shakespeare
Club!

Brush up on
your computer
skills with some
VGTTKƂEVGEJ
tutoring from
Senior Planet @
Avenidas!

Belt out
your favorite
song during
our Karaoke
Hour!

Give us a call at (650) 289-5400

MAY

Living Well

May 3
LGBTQ+ History Awareness: part 1
2:30 -3:30pm via Zoom. RSVP for log on info to
LGBTQ@avenidas.org. Free
May 4
Techie Tuesdays Explore Tech Lectures,
2-3:15pm via Zoom
Tuesdays. For information or to register email
rsvp@seniorplanetavenidas.org. Free.
May 5
Bilingual Event: Mother's Day Virtual
Afternoon Tea, Cinco de Mayo and AAPI
Heritage Celebration
2-3pm via Zoom. Presented in English and
Mandarin. RSVP for log on info to ACCC@
avenidas.org. Free
May 6
Wonder Women Lesbian Social Group via
Zoom
Every 1st & 3rd Thursday, 3-4pm via Zoom. Email
jenn@seniorshowerproject.com for info and to
register. Free.
May 7
Flashback Fridays Literature Reading Club
with Phil Lumish
10:30am-12pm via Zoom. Email tmccloud@
avenidas.org for log on info and current reading.
Free
May 10
Bilingual Workshop: The Collaborative
#RRTQCEJHQT#UKCP#OGTKECPUCPF2CEKƂE
Islanders Research and Education (CARE)
1-2pm via Zoom. Presented in English and
Mandarin. RSVP for log on info to ACCC@
avenidas.org. Free.
May 11
Apple Tech Tutoring
1:15-3:30pm via Zoom. Tuesdays. RSVP required.
Email rsvp@seniorplanetavenidas.org. Free.

For complete schedule or info about Avenidas events,
call 650-289-5400

2021

Calendar of Events

May 12
Info Session: ClearCaptions Advanced
Telephone Captioning
11am-12pm via Zoom. RSVP for log on info to
register@avenidas.org. Free
$QQM%NWD6JG)KXGTQH5VCTU|D[,Q,Q/Q[GU
2:30-4pm, via Zoom. RSVP for log on info to
register@avenidas.org. Free
May 13
Avenidas Village Coffee Chat
10am via Zoom. Get an e-card for a free cup of
coffee from Peets. Email dgreenblat@avenidas.
org to register. Free.
Gay Men’s Walking Group Planning Meeting
3-3:30pm, 2nd & 4th Thursdays via Zoom. Email
tkingery@avenidas.org for more info and to
register. Free.
Song Appreciation Group “Favorite Song
about Friendship”
4-5pm via Zoom. Email tkingery@avenidas.org
for more info and to register. Free
May 14
National Dance like a Chicken Day.
Go ahead. No one’s looking.
May 17
LGBTQ+ History Awareness with special
guest Ken Yeager, part 2
2:30 -3:30pm via Zoom. RSVP for log on info to
LGBTQ@avenidas.org. Free
May 18
National No Dirty Dishes Day
Who knew?
May 19
9GNNPGUU|9GFPGUFC[U'ZRNQTG6GEJ.GEVWTGU
2-3:15pm via Zoom, on Wednesdays. For
info or to register email rsvp@
seniorplanetavenidas.org. Free.
May 20
Tinnitus Support Group
5:30-7:30pm via Zoom. RSVP for log on info to
register@avenidas.org. Free

May 21
World Day for Cultural Diversity
May 24
Tech and Innovation Discussion Group via
Zoom
12-1pm, on Mondays. For info or to register
email rsvp@seniorplanetavenidas.org. Free.
May 25
National Wine Day
Red, white, or rosé?
May 26
Mindfulness Meditation
Every Wednesday, 2-3pm, via Zoom. Visit www.
Avenidas.org for log on information. Free.
May 27
Care Forum: Patients and Caregivers –The
New Unit of Care: Supporting caregivers and
guiding the conversation with providers.
Speakers: Dr. Rita Ghatak and Dr. Ellen Brown,
11am-12:30pm via Zoom. RSVP for log on info
register@avenidas.org. Free
Avenidas Village Coffee Chat
10am via Zoom. Get an e-card for a free cup of
coffee from Peets. Email dgreenblat@avenidas.
org to register. Free.
Book Club: The Vanishing Half by Brit
Bennett
2:30-4pm, via Zoom. RSVP for log on info to
register@avenidas.org. Free
Song Appreciation Group “Favorite Song
from the 60’s”
4-5pm via Zoom. Email tkingery@avenidas.org
for more info and to register. Free.
May 28
National Road Trip Day
Pack up the car and get going!
May 31
Memorial Day
Avenidas closed.

JOIN US FOR:

Healthy Hearing, Healthy Brain

Community Webinar
Did you know that hearing health is related
to brain health? During this free webinar,
Dr. Michelle Inserra will discuss:
• New Research: Learn about what
researchers are discovering about the link
between cognitive health and hearing

• Advanced Technology: See how new
technologies like our novel contact hearing
solution can deliver more complete sound

Upcoming webinar:
Healthy Hearing, Healthy Brain
in
May 12, 10:00 a.m. PST
Learn more and register at
earlensevents.com/PAWbrain,
or by calling (650) 417-9856.

• Complimentary Sound Demo: Receive an

Perfect Hearing

optional complimentary consultation and
sound demonstration following the webinar

Conventional Hearing Aid

Earlens® Contact Hearing Solution

Michelle Inserra, MD is an otologist
with the Earlens Hearing Center.
She holds a medical degree from
Stanford University and completed
a fellowship in Neurotology at the
California Ear Institute.

20Hz

100Hz

1kHz

6kHz

10kHz

20kHz

Frequency Range

Earlens® was recently named
a top 100 Invention for 2020
by TIME Magazine and is a
2021 Best of Menlo Park
Award Winner

earlens
hearing center
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IT’S TIME
TO VOTE!

2021

Celebrate outstanding
local and independent businesses
GO ONLINE TO

PaloAltoOnline.com/best_of
RESTAURANTS | FOOD & DRINK | RETAIL | SERVICES | ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT
VOTE FOR US!
VO

S
T E FOR U

VOTE FOR US!

• Best Coffee House
• Best Breakfast
• Best Bakery/Desserts

VO

We are a social enterprise, mission-based cafe serving up
awesome, award-winning scones, coffee and more.

TE

LuLu’s at Town & Country Village
855 El Camino Real #49
Palo Alto
650-327-TACO (8226)

Shady Lane
Please Vote Us Best:
Jewelry • Gifts • Boutique

We appreciate your business
S
T E FOR U

Jewelry Box by Michael Fisher

www.calave.com

VOTE FOR CALAVE 2021

S
T E FOR U

Call, text or email:
hairintlpaloalto@gmail.com
www.hairintl.com

Make an Appointment

_ZZZDGDVFDIHRUJ

VO

VO

And help us
on our way to
recovery!

232 Stanford Shopping Center
Palo Alto
650.324.2007

0LGGOHƓHOG5G#WKH0LWFKHOO3DUN&RPPXQLW\&HQWHU
&
LW & W

299 CALIFORNIA AVE. STE. 115

Best Hair Salon

FOR US

Earrings by Holly Yashi

Amethyst Geode Specimen Heart

Open Thurs–Sat: 11 am - 5 pm
Appointments encouraged on other days!
ShadyLaneGallery.com • 650-321-1099 • ShadyLaneGifts@gmail.com
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Peninsula

Restaurant Week
May 14 - 22
Celebrate and support local
restaurants with limited-time
dining deals. Learn more at
PeninsulaRestaurantWeek.com

Upfront

Vaccine
(continued from page 5)

recently the number of vaccine
appointments drop by half. In the
past few weeks, the seven-day
rolling average of doses administered per day was 30,000; now
it’s 15,000 per day, Fenstersheib
said.
The survey found that among
people who haven’t gotten the
vaccine, 5% are “vaccine hesitant.” Another 5% said they
would only receive the vaccine
if it is required. An additional
6% flatly said they would not get

vaccinated. Men, people of color
and Republicans had the highest
percentages of resistance: 27%
of men ages 18 to 44; 15% of
men ages 45 to 64; 22% of people of color and 18% of Latinos.
About 30% who are Republicans
are resistant, the survey found.
The survey margin of error is
about 3.1%.
The top three reasons vaccinehesitant respondents gave for
not getting immunized are side
effects and safety (45%); not
enough research (19%); and lack
of time or availability (13%).
Residents who would not get the
vaccine at all cited the same top

Public Agenda
A preview of Palo Alto government meetings next week
CITY COUNCIL ... The council plans to appoint candidates to the Human
Relations Commission, the Public Art Commission, the Stormwater
Management Oversight Committee, and the Utilities Advisory
Commission. The council then plans to hold a joint hearing with the
Planning and Transportation Commission to discuss the process for
creating the next Housing Element. The virtual meeting will begin at 5
p.m. on Monday, May 10. Those wishing to participate by Zoom can do
so by dialing 669-900-6833 and using Meeting ID: 362 027 238.
COUNCIL FINANCE COMMITTEE ... The committee plans to hold a
public hearing on the proposed budget for fiscal year 2022, with a focus
on infrastructure, utilities and public safety services. The virtual meeting
will begin at 9 a.m. on Tuesday, May 11, and is scheduled to go until 5
p.m., with a break between noon and 2 p.m. Those wishing to participate
by Zoom can do so by dialing 669-900-6833 and using Meeting ID: 992
2730 7235
BOARD OF EDUCATION ... The board is tentatively scheduled to discuss
a resolution to issue a bond; the expanded learning opportunities
spending plan; and reopeners for Palo Alto Educators Association and
the California School Employees Association for the 2021-22 school year.
The meeting will begin at 6:30 p.m. on Tuesday, May 12, in the district
headquarters, 25 Churchill Ave., with two board members participating
over Zoom. Meeting information for public participation over Zoom was
not available in time for publication.
COUNCIL POLICY AND SERVICES COMMITTEE ... The committee
plans to discuss the Americans with Disabilities Act transition plan
for city facilities and sidewalks; get a legislative update on state and
federal policy and hear an update on community engagement. The
virtual meeting will begin at 7 p.m. on Tuesday, May 11. Those wishing
to participate by Zoom can do so by dialing 669-900-6833 and using
Meeting ID: 946 1874 4621.

reasons at the same percentages.
In addition, 57% who would not
get a vaccine at all said nothing
would change their minds.
Of the people who would only
take the vaccine if it is required,
about 37% cited safety concerns
and 21% said there is not enough
research. But they differed from
the other two groups in one significant way: 22% said they felt
the vaccine was not needed or
was unwanted. About 38% of
the cohort who would only get
vaccinated if mandated later
said they might get the vaccine
with more time and research,
however.

Top three reasons
why people hesitate to
get COVID-19 vaccine
Survey of 1,000 Santa Clara County
residents, conducted mid-April
Among those who are hesitant or refuse
to get vaccinated at all
• 45% Concerns about vaccine side effects and safety
• 19% Belief that not enough research was conducted
on vaccines
• 13% A lack of time to get vaccinated or availability
of vaccine

Among people who would only take the vaccine
if it is required
• 37% Concerns about vaccine side effects and safety
• 21% Belief that not enough research has been conducted
(note: 38% of this cohort said they might get the vaccine
with more time and research)
• 22% Feeling that the vaccine is not needed
Source: EMC Research

Kozy Brothers

COUNCIL FINANCE COMMITTEE ... The committee plans to continue
its public hearings on the proposed budget for fiscal year 2022, with a
focus on community services, planning, transportation, public works,
utilities and municipal fees, as well as other individual departments. The
virtual hearings will begin at 9 a.m. on Tuesday, May 11, and Wednesday,
May 12. Those wishing to participate by Zoom can do so by dialing 669900-6833 and using Meeting ID: 992 2730 7235.
UTILITIES ADVISORY COMMISSION ... The commission plans to
discuss recent power outages; consider adopting resolution approving
the 2020 Urban Water Management Plan and Water Shortage
Consistency Plan; and consider recommending adoption of the
proposed Utilities Department operating and capital budgets for fiscal
year 2022. The virtual meeting will begin at 5 p.m. on Wednesday, May
12. Those wishing to participate by Zoom can do so by dialing 669-9006833 and using Meeting ID: 966 9129 7246.
PLANNING AND TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION ... The commission
plans to hold a study session to discuss parking data analysis provided
by students at California State Polytechnic University, Pomona; discuss
the definition of “retail health” for Town & Country Village; and review the
city’s 2022-2026 capital improvement program for Comprehensive Plan
consistency. The virtual meeting will begin at 6 p.m. on Wednesday, May
12. Those wishing to participate by Zoom can do so by dialing 669-9006833 and using Meeting ID: 958 9263 6758.
HUMAN RELATIONS COMMISSION ... The commission plans to
recognize commission service of Vice Chair Valerie Stinger, consider
changes to the bylaws of the Palo Alto Mediation Program; consider a
response to the council about the proposed fiscal year 2022 operating
budget; head an update on the 100 Community Conversations initiative;
continue its discussion of avenues to address the needs of unhoused
individuals; and discuss next steps relating to its fiscal year 2021-22
workplan. The virtual meeting will begin at 6 p.m. on Thursday, May 13.
Those wishing to participate by Zoom can do so by dialing 669-9006833 and using Meeting ID: 919 9454 8701.

has grown, the researchers said.
Opinions also depended on the
vaccine type. More than 80%
of respondents agreed that the
Pfizer-BioNTech and Moderna
vaccines are safe compared to
52% for Johnson & Johnson’s
Janssen vaccine.
Many respondents in all cohorts have ideas about post-vaccination behaviors at odds with
recommendations by health experts. One-third of respondents
said vaccines prevent people
from needing to get tested for
COVID-19, wear masks and socially distance; 70% agreed that
the vaccine prevents people from
spreading the disease to others;
and 38% reported that they don’t
need to be tested after getting
vaccinated.
A small number — 17%
— said they don’t need a vaccine if they have already had
COVID-19, the survey found.
Many county residents are
feeling much better about the
pandemic than they did in January and more are increasingly
going out and engaging in activities. The number of people who
have been vaccinated and the
shrinking number of infections
play a role in residents’ increasing comfort level, the researchers concluded.
There are limits, however.
Many people think vaccinations
should be required before engaging in activities that put people
in close contact with others. The
survey found that 76% of people
agree vaccinations should be required for people to attend professional sports and concerts;
75% think vaccines should be
mandated to fly on a plane; and
74% think people who work indoors with others should be required to be vaccinated. Q
Email Staff Writer Sue
Dremann at sdremann@
paweekly.com.

The biggest hurdle among
people who want the vaccine
and those who are hesitant is its
perceived availability and the
timing or logistics to get to appointments, the survey found.
Many also expressed concern
regarding vaccine safety.
Overall, nearly one in five
respondents (about 19%) think
they can get COVID-19 from
the vaccine. A persistent minority since the previous survey
in January (about 10%) think
COVID-19 vaccines are unsafe
or are not effective.
The portion who believe in
the vaccine’s safety and efficacy

DE MARTINI
ORCHARD

66 N. San Antonio Rd., Los Altos • 650-948-0881 • DeMartiniOrchard.com
M i iiO
O h d

NEW ITEM

ARTISANAL

HALVA
6F
$ 99

5

LAVORS

PKG

SHORT SEASON
NOW IN STOCK
FIDDLEHEAD

RAMPS FERNS

APRICOTS CANTALOUPES
NEW CROP, CALIF. GROWN
SWEET TASTY

2

$ 99
LB

HALF MOON BAY

JUMBO SIZE
SWEET AND MEATY

JUMBO

79

36 SIZE

¢
LB

ORGANIC LOCAL

BROCCOLINI
TENDER BABY
BROCCOLI

1

$ 99

SWEET PEAS AVOCADOS
RIPE, RICH & CREAMY

1

GREAT, RAW OUT OF SHELL SWEET

$ 99
LB

FIELD GROWN

24
F
O
R

$

3

TIME TO BAKE

$ 99
LB

ORGANIC LOCAL

APPLES

SEEDLESS

RHUBARB WATERMELONS

69

WHOLE SUGAR SWEET

¢LB

PINK LADY,
ENVY,,
ENVY
JUICI
COSMIC CRISP
FUJI

1

$ 99

OPEN DAILY 8AM-7PM • PRICES EFFECTIVE 5/5 thru 5/11

$ 00

BUNCH

LB

¢
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Upfront

Budget
(continued from page 5)

Veronica Weber

Kaleidoscope, a bridge-building
program that brings artists to elementary schools in the neighboring communities in East Palo Alto
and Menlo Park.
The budget also eliminates
the dozens of positions that the
council froze last year during
its budget-setting process. Combined, the current budget and the
proposed one eliminate 96 fulltime-equivalent positions and 129
positions, resulting in a workforce
of 939 employees, which includes
490 in the general fund.
Even with these cuts, the general
fund would be about 4.4% higher
than in the current fiscal year,
when the city cut $39 million in
response to the economic impacts
of the pandemic.
“We really wish we had a better proposal for the City Council
to consider,” Shikada said Monday.
“By all means — we really regret
having to bring forward discussion
of program cuts, of resource reductions and the impacts that we know
that has throughout the community
for really endeared programs that
are greatly valued by many members of our community.
“Nonetheless, we are meeting
our charter obligations to bring
forward a budget that is balanced
and that reflects recognition of
expected revenues, expected expenses and the services that can
be provided as the result.”
The budget also makes it clear
that the fiscal situation would
have been even more bleak if
not for federal assistance. Palo
Alto is slated to receive about
$12.5 million in stimulus funding through the American Rescue
Plan Act of 2021, money that will
be spread out over the next two
years and that will help pay for
COVID-19-related expenses. A

key decision that the council’s Finance Committee and, ultimately,
the council will have to make in
the coming weeks is: How much
of this federal funding should be
used to plug the hole in fiscal year
2022 — thereby averting some
of the cuts in Shikada’s proposed
budget — and how much should
be saved for the following year?
On Monday, just about every
council member opposed cuts to
popular youth programs such as
Children’s Theatre. Dozens of residents, including young actors and
their parents, urged the council in
letters and in public testimony to
retain funding for the theater.
Juliana St. Peter, 12, was among
those who testified about the important role that the Children’s
Theatre plays in her life.
“I found my people and my
place and I really don’t want to let
go,” St. Peter said Monday. “The
theater doesn’t just serve the community by providing entertainment. It’s a safe place for kids to
hang out during the summer and
it’s a place for families to gather
and celebrate the accomplishments
of their kids.”
Council member Greer Stone, a
history teacher, was one of several
council members who underscored
the heavy mental toll that the pandemic has taken on local youth and
suggested he will oppose further
cuts to the theater and to other
popular youth programs.
“As an educator, I’ve witnessed
first-hand the deleterious effect
that this pandemic and the shelterin-place order has had on our community’s youth,” Stone said. “I
think it’s incumbent on us, as city
leaders, to do all we can to protect
the health, safety and emotional
well-being of our youth and support those programs that are serving that critical need.”
But while generally united
in opposition to reduced funding for children’s programs, the

Students enrolled in Theatre Academy summer camp at the Palo Alto Children’s Theatre rehearse for a
show in July 2017. Under the city’s new budget proposal, the Children’s Theatre, along with other youth
programs, could see funding cuts.
council struggled to reach a consensus when it came time to capital spending.
Responding to direction from
the council to identify additional
$2.5 million in cuts in infrastructure projects in the current fiscal
year, city staff proposed deferring a portion of the CharlestonArastradero streetscape project
to a future year. The city still
plans to proceed with the most
critical part of the project’s next
phase: improvements in the areas around El Camino Real and
Middlefield Road.
The proposal drew opposition
from bike advocates and parents
who have been lobbying for the
project for years. Penny Ellson, a
leading supporter for the Charleston-Arastradero project, was part
of a group of residents who urged
the council to stick with its plan
and complete the project, rather
than split it up and defer a portion
of it to a future year.
“The safety problems in this
corridor are well-documented,”
Ellson said. “We have a solution.
Twenty years is long enough.
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Let’s just do it.”
Some council members supported her position, with Vice Mayor
Pat Burt and Stone both arguing
that the city can find savings in
other projects.
“I’m just baffled why there was a
notion of a necessity to drop from
this plan a critical project that is
focused on the safety of children,
when that was far beyond the
council direction,” Burt said. “And
a project that has been committed
to by multiple councils, delayed
multiple times — and each time,
each year we have injury accidents
with children in these two critical
areas, most of all in the greater El
Camino and Middlefield area.”
Burt’s plan to retain the project
in its entirety was narrowly shot
down, with the council voting 4-3
to follow staff’s recommendation
and defer the final portion of the
project — a segment of Charleston
Road between Charleston Court
and San Antonio Road — to a future phase. While Stone and council member Greg Tanaka joined
Burt, the rest of their colleagues
supported the staff proposal.
Those who supported the change
pointed to the city’s dismal financial outlook.
“There’s no joy in this,” council
member Eric Filseth just before
the vote. “But this is a conversation we’ll have over and over again
in the next several weeks. ... We’re
going to run out of money before
we run out of important stuff to
invest in.”

Nonprofits
receive funding
In addition to discussing the
larger budget Monday, the council
also allocated funding from a critical pot of federal funding — the
Community Development Block
Grant (CDBG) program, which is
administered by the Department
of Housing and Urban Development. That money supports social
service programs targeting lowincome residents and populations
deemed to have special needs, including individuals who are homeless or have disabilities.
Of the city’s $738,920 allotment,
the largest grants will go to Ravenswood Family Health Network,
which is set to receive $300,000 for
construction of an accessible ramp
for individuals with disabilities,

and the Downtown Streets Team,
which is set to get $160,477 in support of its workforce development
programs. The latter amount is less
than half of the funding that the
nonprofit, which provides support
services to homeless individuals,
had requested for its work-development program.
The council agreed to allocate
funding for Downtown Streets
Team despite the nonprofit’s
steadfast refusal over the past year
to provide documents relating to
allegations of sexual misconduct
by top executives, including CEO
Eileen Richardson. At a March
hearing, Richardson told the city’s
Human Relations Commission
that the past year has been the
most difficult one in the organization’s 16-year history.
In addition to facing allegations of sexual misconduct from
multiple former employees and
grappling with the impacts of the
pandemic, Richardson told the
Human Relations Commission
that she has been battling cancer
and that she received her final chemotherapy treatment in March.
She also pledged to provide
more information to the city, including documentation about all
new policies that the nonprofit
had adopted to address concerns
about employee misconduct. Despite getting some funding from
the city, Richardson said Downtown Streets Team will have to
scale back its services in the coming year, though it has no intention
of leaving the city.
“We’d have to cut staff,” Richardson said. “Then, we’d come
back bigger and stronger next year.”
The city is also providing
$31,545 to LifeMoves, the nonprofit that runs the Opportunity
Center on Encina Avenue in Palo
Alto, which provides case management and other support services to homeless individuals. Rebuilding Together Peninsula, an
organization that provides safetyrelated home repair services to
low-income individuals, is receiving $65,340; other area nonprofits
are receiving smaller grants.
Council members were unanimous in approving the CDBG
funding. Q
Email Staff Writer Gennady
Sheyner at gsheyner@paweekly.
com.

1039 TWIN OAKS COURT, REDWOOD CITY
NO

PLEASE VISIT: 1039 TwinOaks.com FOR MORE DETAILS, PHOTO GALLERY & CUSTOM VIDEO

PROPERTY OVERVIEW
• 4 Bedrooms, 2.5 Bathrooms
• Approximately 3,142SF of Living Space
SHUŴRRUSODQPHDVXUHPHQWV
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OFFERED AT $2,695,000


 
Realtor

®

| LIC. #01143296

650.464.3797

shelly.roberson@compass.com
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433 Encina Avenue, Menlo Park

Spacious Estate on Peaceful Country Lane

• 4 bedrooms, plus a den
• 4.5 baths
0DLQÀRRU6)
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*DUDJH6)
/RWVL]H6)

This meticulously maintained residence spans three levels and just over 6,000 total
VTXDUHIHHWRIIHULQJVLJQL¿FDQWERQXVVSDFH QRWLQFOXGHGLQ0/6GDWD RQWKHORZHU
OHYHOZLWKDODUJHUHFUHDWLRQYLGHRURRPH[HUFLVHURRPZLQHURRPDQGH[SDQVLYH
home storage room.
:RUNIURPKRPH"1RSUREOHP7KHÀH[LEOHÀRRUSODQLQFOXGHVDGHGLFDWHGKRPH
RI¿FHDIRUPDOGLQLQJRUOLYLQJURRPDJUHDWURRPZLWKYDXOWHGFHLOLQJ²DOOZLWK
ODUJHDFFHQWZLQGRZVRSHQLQJWRWKHOXVK\DUGV
3ULYDWHJDWHGDQGLQDQH[FHSWLRQDOPLG3HQLQVXODORFDWLRQQHDU6WDQIRUG8QLYHUVLW\
6LOLFRQ9DOOH\MREVWRSSULYDWHDQGSXEOLFVFKRROVWKLVKRPHZLOOVDWLVI\WKHPRVW
discriminating buyers.

2IIHUHGDW
www.433Encina.com
650.245.8890
Marybeth.dorst@compass.com
DRE# 01345542
MarybethDorst.com
Compass is a licensed real estate broker and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. All material presented herein is intended for informational purposes only. Information is compiled from sources deemed reliable but is subject to errors, omissions, changes in price, condition, sale, or withdraw without notice. No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footages are approximate.
Exact dimensions can be obtained by retaining the services of an architect or engineer. This is not intended to solicit property already listed.
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Upfront

Piñata
(continued from page 5)

either,” she said.
She developed a series of prototypes, honing the design over
time. Cardboard turned out to
be too stiff for the piñatas, while
tissue paper was too flimsy. She
found a certain type of paperboard
to create the front and back, and
made the sides with corrugated
cardboard. It’s stuck together

Housing
(continued from page 14)

On May 18, the council will
consider proposals for a mixeduse project with 36 microunits
(with an average size of 342
square feet) at 955 Alma St., as
well as a proposal for a 24-apartment building at 2239 Wellesley
Ave., a single-family zone in College Terrace.
The College Terrace project,
which is being proposed by Cate
Investments, is already creating
a stir, with dozens of neighborhood residents rallying against the
project, which they say does not
belong in a neighborhood zoned
for single-family homes. Housing
advocates, meanwhile, maintain
that the type of projects being
proposed by Cato is precisely
what the city needs to do to make
housing policies more equitable.

with fiberglass-reinforced paper
packing tape, like what comes on
Amazon boxes, and some of the
decorative elements, like textured,
shiny crepe paper, are sourced
from Italy. The red protein spikes
are made of shiny red paper straws
and pom pom balls, she said.
McCarthy says she’s been
advertising her piñatas on the
neighborhood-based social media
website Nextdoor and via flyers
on her busy street in the Willows
neighborhood of Menlo Park.

As a full-time nurse, her crafting time is limited, but she’s been
having fun with it — in contrast
to what’s otherwise been an awful
year, she said.
“It’s definitely been the worst
year of my life, professionally,”
she said.
“My house is a piñata factory
right now,” she said. “It’s just a
great distraction. It’s better than
sitting and eating ice cream or any
other vice.”
As people get vaccinated and

begin gathering with friends and
loved ones again, she said, she’s
hoping that people use the piñatas to safely celebrate with one
another.
“It’s just been so much fun to
think that people are going to be
able to enjoy them and get their
frustrations out — and celebrate
the end of this, God willing.”
McCarthy added that there’s
one person she definitely plans
to send a coronavirus piñata to:
Dr. Anthony Fauci, the country’s

leading expert on contagious
diseases.
“He seems like the kind of
guy who, I imagine, more than
anyone, would get it on the first
whack,” she said.
People interested in purchasing
a piñata from McCarthy can reach
her at 650-328-2083. They cost
$40 to cover the cost of materials,
she said. Q
Email Staff Writer Kate
Bradshaw at kbradshaw@
almanacnews.com.

Kelsey Banes, executive director of the advocacy group Peninsula for Everyone, made that point
at the council’s April 12 meeting,
just before the council determined
that its new “planned home” zone,
which aims to encourage more
residential development, should
not apply to R-1 districts.
“I think all of our neighborhoods have room for affordable
homes and we should be thinking
creatively to make it happen and
not precluding our options before
we even get to see them,” Banes
said at the April 12 meeting.
Even the Sierra Club, which
had endorsed several council
members who favor slower city
growth, wrote in the April 29
letter to the city that the organization is “greatly concerned that
the City Council has decided to
make it significantly harder or
impossible to build affordable
housing in the vast majority of

Palo Alto’s neighborhoods.”
“If Palo Alto wants to continue
to be seen as a champion of climate action and positive social
change, it needs to be more flexible in the types of housing it
allows in many of its neighborhoods,” wrote Gladwyn D’Souza,
conservation chair of the Sierra
Club Loma Prieta Chapter. “The
ability of people who work in Palo
Alto to live in Palo Alto would
make a huge difference in their
carbon footprint, to say nothing of
their enjoyment of life and access
to clean air, good schools, and a
walkable/bikeable lifestyle.”
Despite the new state mandates,
the council indicated last month
that it has no plans to densify single-family zones. Council member
Eric Filseth said at the April 12
meeting that when the city agreed
to use planned-home zones, no
one had considered the idea that
they would apply to R-1 zones.

“What I thought I was voting for
was a mechanism to relax design
standards for larger projects in
already dense areas in exchange
for higher below-market-rate inclusionary rates. ... I’m surprised
it should be conflated with this
issue of whether we should have
R-1 zoning in Palo Alto or not,”
Filseth said.
Mayor Tom DuBois also
strongly pushed back against Sierra Club’s assertion that the city
made it harder to develop affordable housing by prohibiting the
use of the planned-home zone
in single-family residential (R-1)
neighborhoods.
The zoning “was never intended
to be used in R-1 neighborhoods;
those who claim otherwise are
mistaken, which should be obvious: Palo Alto has never allowed
apartment buildings in R-1 neighborhoods to begin with,” DuBois
wrote in response to D’Souza’s

letter. “So, the notion that introducing (the planned-home zoning)
has somehow reduced the available space for affordable housing
in Palo Alto is simply absurd; in
fact, the opposite is true.”
The root cause of the area’s
housing crunch, DuBois maintained, is “unsustainably faster
job growth than housing growth.”
He cited Palo Alto’s recent efforts
to address this trend by restricting
commercial growth by adopting
caps on new office development.
“We are working to manage
both supply and demand,” DuBois wrote. “Our objective is
to be a net annual new housing
supplier to the region — to balance our own jobs and housing
growth, while shifting as much of
our housing mix as we can to the
affordable side.” Q
Email Staff Writer Gennady
Sheyner at gsheyner@paweekly.
com.

Across
1 Gp. that pushed its 2021 deadline to May
4 Pot top
7 Moved around in Excel, maybe
13 Nine Lives spokesanimal Morris, e.g.
14 Neighbor of Miss.
15 Award recipient
16 “___ been thinking ...”
17 Metaphorical space that’s not too taxing
19 Ohio facility that had an elephant wing
named for Marge Schott until 2020
21 Sluggish
22 Starting from
23 Forgo
26 “___ of Avalor” (Disney series)
28 Charging connection
31 Timeline span
32 Desiccant gel
34 Ivan the Terrible, for one
35 Rock group from Athens, Georgia
36 2021 Academy Award winner for Best
Director
39 One of Snow White’s friends
42 “Or ___ what?”
43 Some flat-panels
47 Bar brew, briefly
48 The “S” in iOS (abbr.)
49 A bit unsettling
50 “Wynonna ___” (Syfy series)
52 Very small amount
56 Soviet news agency
57 It’s no diamond
61 2016-18 Syfy horror anthology based on
Internet creepypastas
63 End of many URLs
64 Uncooked, in meat dishes
65 Actress Gadot
66 L.A.-to-Denver dir.
67 Baby attire with snaps
68 Late Pink Floyd member Barrett
69 Flat tire sound

“Seize Them!” — initially so. by Matt Jones

This week’s SUDOKU

Answers on page 15.

Answers on page 15.

Down
1 Frozen spikes
2 Pasta that sits relatively flat on a plate
3 Baseball Hall of Famer Casey
4 Actress Mosley with the podcast “Scam
Goddess”
5 Massey of “Love Happy”
6 ___ with faint praise
7 “90210” actress Spelling
8 Dreamworks movie released just before “A
Bug’s Life”
9 Knuckleheads
10 “Black Mirror” creator Charlie
11 Opposite of morn, to a poet
12 Pop singer Kiki

15 2007 film in Edgar Wright’s “Cornetto
trilogy”
18 ___ Schwarz (toy retailer)
20 Jaded sort
24 Indignation
25 “Archer” character with an extensive back
tattoo
27 Muscle maladies
29 Mort who hosted the first Grammy Awards
ceremony
30 “___ yourself”
33 Treaty partner
34 Bee follower?
37 Small ear bone
38 Keatsian intro
39 Backgammon cube

www.sudoku.name

40 Greek wedding cry
41 Under-the-hood maintenance, e.g.
44 Dreamlike states
45 Hallucinations
46 Certain bagels
51 Fourth-down plays
53 “Blizzard of ___” (Osbourne album)
54 ‘70s supermodel Cheryl
55 Wide variety
58 ___ B’rith (international Jewish
organization)
59 “Able was ___ ...”
60 “I’ve got it down ___”
61 Company’s IT VIP
62 Chinese dynasty for four centuries
© 2021 Matt Jones
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