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your doctor
will see
you now

Maintaining your health is as important as ever.
Stanford Health Care is ready to care for you with convenient video visits
and safe in-person appointments.
To ensure your safety, we are:
• Screening both staff and patients for COVID-19
U.S. News & World Report recognizes
Stanford Health Care among the top
hospitals in the nation, based on
quality and patient safety.

• Requiring and providing masks for all
• Staggering visits to allow for physical distancing in common areas
• Ensuring separate screening areas for symptomatic patients
• Sanitizing exam rooms after every patient
Don’t delay your care. Appointments are available at our locations across the
Bay Area and remotely by video visit.

stanfordhealthcare.org/resumingcare
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655Camellia.com

655 CAMELLIA WAY, LOS ALTOS

PROPERTY OVERVIEW

SHOWN BY APPOINTMENT

4

• Highly desired location - Close to downtown Los Altos, schools, library, & parks
•
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2.5

2,246± *

• Updated, whole house plumbing, completed in 2020 with 40 year warranty

square feet

• Two car garage plus a loft storage

▶

• Spectacular rear yard with a sparkling swimming pool & outdoor seating areas
• Exceptional Los Altos schools (buyer to verify enrollment & availability)

▶

10,350± *
▶

square feet

▶

• Central location with convenient access to Foothill Expressway,
El Camino Real & HWY 280/101/85.

2 loft storage

OFFERED AT $3,600,000

Almond Elementary
Egan Middle
Los Altos High

attached garage +

655Camellia.com

STACEY
WOODS
StaceyWoodsRealEstate.com

(650) 793.4583
stacey.woods@compass.com
License# 02002137

578 University Avenue
Palo Alto, CA 94301

*Buyer to verify square footage, per county records. Buyer to conduct their own investigation. All information herein deemed reliable but not guaranteed.
Compass is a licensed real estate broker (01991628) in the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. All material presented herein is
intended for informational purposes only. All measurements, square footages and school data are approximate. Exact dimensions can be obtained by
retaining the services of an architect or engineer.
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CRAFTSMAN INSPIRED HOME
WITH EXCEPTIONAL MODERN DESIGN

2140 Santa Cruz Avenue, #A302, Menlo Park

859 RORKE WAY, PALO ALTO

Downsize, retire or own a vacation home
in Menlo Commons at 2140 Santa Cruz
Avenue, #A302, Menlo Park, CA – a lush
landscaped oasis ideal for active 55+
residents (only 1 resident must be 55+)!
Own this rarely available gorgeous 2bed/2bath, spacious single
level, 1,000 sq-ft top floor penthouse, tastefully remodeled
in 2016. Elevator bldg. with direct clubroom access on 1st flr.
Features an open kitchen, dining and living layout allowing for
flexible use of space that extends into the 2nd bedroom/den.
Expansive sliding windows to two large patios and skylights
bring in an abundance of natural light.

Offered at $1,028,000
2.5% commission
paid to buyer’s agent

Quick access to downtown Menlo Park, Stanford University & it’s
world class healthcare, luxury mall, public transport and I-280 for
easy commute into Silicon Valley or San Francisco. Walk to Sharon
Heights coffee shops, grocers, pharmacy and nearby restaurants in
West Menlo Park.

4BD | 2BA | 2066 SQ. FT. | 6991 SQ. FT. LOT | $3,388,000

WWW.859RORKEWAY.COM

www.realpowerestates.com/CA/Menlo-Park/2140-Santa-Cruz-Avenue/property/2484710

ANNIE WATSON

Contact managing Broker/Realtor - Nadine Shridhar for a private showing.
For more information & virtual tours, please visit Realpower Estates
(www.realpowerestates.com)

Nadine Shridhar

D: (650) 380-9898
O: (650) 325-6161
annie.watson@cbrealty.com

650-714-6486 | nadine@realpowerestates.com

CalDRE# 01964881

Broker/Manager, B.Arch., MUP, DRE #01233165
Realpower Estates
“Empowering your home sales & search with strategic & personalized service.”

THE 35TH ANNUAL PALO ALTO WEEKLY

Short Story Contest
Prizes for First, Second
and Third place winners in each category:
Adult, Young Adult and Teen

ALL STORIES MUST BE SUBMITTED ONLINE AT:

PaloAltoOnline.com/short_story
ALL stories
must be
2,500 words
or less
Sponsored by:
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Upfront

Local news, information and analysis

Castilleja forced to revise redevelopment plan
City Council asks for smaller
underground garage, fewer events
By Gennady Sheyner

C

astilleja School’s plan for
modernizing its Bryant
Street campus suffered a
blow Monday when a skeptical
Palo Alto City Council demanded
major revisions to the school’s application, including a redesign of

its controversial garage.
While the council didn’t take
any formal action Monday during its third public hearing on the
school’s contentious plan, its direction means that the school will
have to modify its application and

return for a fresh round of public hearings in front of the city’s
Planning and Transportation
Commission and Architectural
Review Board. It effectively ensures that the project, which has
been in the works for nearly five
years, will not reach the finish
line any time soon.
Much like the broader community, council members held a wide
range of positions on the school’s

proposed redevelopment, which
would involve replacing campus
buildings, building a new underground garage, relocating the
school’s swimming pool to an
underground location and gradually expanding student enrollment
from the current level of 426 to
540.
Some, including Mayor Tom
DuBois and council members
Lydia Kou and Greer Stone, were

deeply critical of the proposal and
suggested that they could not support the plan in its current form.
Others, including Vice Mayor
Pat Burt and council members
Alison Cormack and Greg Tanaka, were more willing to advance
Castilleja’s project, albeit with
some modifications.
Despite the division, council
(continued on page 11)

HATE CRIMES

Hate
incidents
spike around
the county
District Attorney: Cases
are thought to be in the
hundreds or thousands
By Sue Dremann
man in the grocery store
made an ominous gesture
toward an Asian couple
shortly after the COVID-19 pandemic began last year. Pointing
his hand in a gun gesture, he
said, “If I had an AK-47, I would
kill you (expletive) Chinese right
now.”
The incident, as related by Santa Clara County Deputy District
Attorney Erin West during a recent Palo Alto Human Relations
Commission meeting, is one of
many examples of hate crimes
county and city law enforcement
and prosecutors are dealing with,
they said.
Hate crimes and hate incidents
— demonstrations of hatred that
are not associated with a criminal
act — are rising dramatically in
Santa Clara County and in Palo
Alto, police and the Santa Clara
County District Attorney’s Office
said during a Palo Alto Human
Relations Commission meeting in
mid-March.
The troubling trend caught the
commission off guard. The rise
was far steeper and the range of
incidents were more alarming
than they knew, said commission
members, who have been aware of
multiple hate incidents in the city
since at least 2020.
Representatives of the Palo
Alto Police Department and the
DA’s office presented the sobering news as the commission was

A

Magali Gauthier

Christine Walker sits in front of one of her mother’s paintings from the 1970s at her home in Saratoga. Both of her parents, who were
longtime Palo Alto residents, recently died from COVID-19.

COMMUNITY

Her worst fear
Daughter loses both parents to COVID-19
By Lloyd Lee

C

hristine Walker had just
said her final farewell
to her father on Dec.
26, when three weeks later, she
found herself saying goodbye to
her mother, who died on Jan. 17.
Both died from COVID-19.
Walker, now 70, grew up in
Palo Alto where her father was
an anesthesiologist at Stanford
Hospital and her mother a local painter and early member of
Gallery House. She said she was
shocked to lose them. Even at

age 94, They were both “tough
people” who would survive the
virus, she thought.
“Dad walked away with a
burst appendix at 80; mom survived a double embolism at 89,”
she explained. “We didn’t really
give up hope. We didn’t think
that would happen. They had
survived so many other things.”
Walker said losing her parents to COVID-19 was her
worst fear after moving them
to an assisted living center in

Santa Cruz last summer.
“They’re sitting ducks,” Walker remembers thinking when
she began to hear on the news
about how seniors in care facilities were disproportionately dying from the virus. There were
coronavirus deaths recorded in
every single nursing home in
Santa Cruz, she later learned.
A month before her parents
caught the virus in mid-December, Walker and her brother
and sister unanimously agreed
to have a personal caretaker
continue assisting their parents
with daily activities at the facility. Due to COVID-19 health restrictions, the three of them were
unable to visit the facility.
When her mom was diagnosed with coronavirus, doctors
placed her in the COVID-19

ward at Dominican Hospital
and treated her with a cocktail
of medications: blood thinners,
steroids and monoclonal antibody therapy. For a brief moment, she seemed “out of the
woods,” Walker said.
When her father tested positive and went to the hospital, he
was sent home.
“The doctors just said, ‘It’s
more humane to send him home
and let him be in a comfortable
environment,’” Walker said.
The day after Christmas,
Walker’s father died in his sleep.
Her mom, who initially seemed
to recover after her treatment,
never regained her energy.
“That is the hardest thing,”
Walker said, “Is not to be there
(continued on page 39)

(continued on page 36)
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995 Fictitious Name
Statement
MDA STATISTICAL CONSULTING
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
File No.: FBN672708
The following person (persons) is (are) doing
business as:
MDA Statistical Consulting, located at 19608
Pruneridge Ave., #2304, Cupertino, CA
95014, Santa Clara County.
This business is owned by: An Individual.
The name and residence address of the
registrant(s) is(are):
MELANIE ASHLAND
151 Calderon Ave. #123
Mountain View, CA 94041
Registrant began transacting business under
the fictitious business name(s) listed above
on 01/Aug./ 2020.
This statement was filed with the County
Clerk-Recorder of Santa Clara County on
February 24, 2021.
(PAW Mar. 12, 19, 26; Apr. 2, 2021)
DCJ CONSULTING
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
File No.: FBN672788
The following person (persons) is (are) doing
business as:
DCJ Consulting, located at 514 Bush St.,
Mountain View, CA 94041, Santa Clara
County.
This business is owned by: An Individual.
The name and residence address of the
registrant(s) is(are):
RICHARD DAVID CLASSICK JR.
514 Bush St.
Mountain View, CA 94041
Registrant began transacting business under
the fictitious business name(s) listed above
on 04/01/2008.
This statement was filed with the County
Clerk-Recorder of Santa Clara County on
February 25, 2021.
(PAW Mar. 12, 19, 26; Apr. 2, 2021)
SOUL TURNING
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
File No.: FBN672357
The following person (persons) is (are) doing
business as:
Soul Turning, located at 2136 Creeden
Way, Mountain View, CA 94040, Santa Clara
County.
This business is owned by: An Individual.
The name and residence address of the
registrant(s) is(are):
DENISE SACKS
2136 Creeden Way
Mountain View, CA 94040.
Registrant began transacting business under
the fictitious business name(s) listed above
on 8/25/2018.
This statement was filed with the County
Clerk-Recorder of Santa Clara County on
February 18, 2021.
(PAW Mar. 19, 26; Apr. 2, 9, 2021)

WATERSTONE CONSULTING
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
File No.: FBN673703
The following person (persons) is (are) doing
business as:
WaterStone Consulting, located at 2152
Carol Avenue, Mountain View, CA 94040,
Santa Clara County.
This business is owned by: An Individual.
The name and residence address of the
registrant(s) is(are):
JANET STONE HERMAN
2152 Carol Avenue
Mountain View, CA 94040
Registrant has not yet begun to transact
business under the fictitious business
name(s) listed above.
This statement was filed with the County
Clerk-Recorder of Santa Clara County on
March 26, 2021.
(PAW Apr. 2, 9, 16, 23, 2021)
WATERSTONE CONSULTING SERVICES
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
File No.: FBN673702
The following person (persons) is (are) doing
business as:
WaterStone Consulting Services, located
at 2152 Carol Avenue, Mountain View, CA
94040, Santa Clara County.
This business is owned by: An Individual.
The name and residence address of the
registrant(s) is(are):
JANET STONE HERMAN
2152 Carol Avenue
Mountain View, CA 94040
Registrant has not yet begun to transact
business under the fictitious business
name(s) listed above.
This statement was filed with the County
Clerk-Recorder of Santa Clara County on
March 26, 2021.
(PAW Apr. 2, 9, 16, 23, 2021)
CREEKSIDE REALTY WEST
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
File No.: FBN673642
The following person (persons) is (are)
doing business as:
Creekside Realty West, located at 2716
Wasatch Drive, Mt. View, CA 94040, Santa
Clara County.
This business is owned by: An Individual.
The name and residence address of the
registrant(s) is(are):
CYNTHIA HAINES
2716 Wasatch Drive
Mt. View, CA 94040
Registrant began transacting business
under the fictitious business name(s) listed
above on 2/2/2016.
This statement was filed with the County
Clerk-Recorder of Santa Clara County on
March 25, 2021.
(PAW Apr. 2, 9, 16, 23, 2021)

Call 650-223-6578 or email asantillan@paweekly.com for legal advertising.
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THE ‘LITTLEST MARCH’ ...
Rallying cries against anti-Asian
hate echoed in Palo Alto for a
second consecutive weekend
on March 28, when community
members came together for an
afternoon march downtown. The
family-friendly event was geared
toward local parents and children
who wanted to stand against
recent violence targeting people
of Asian descent across the U.S.
They gathered at the Emerson
Street parking lot and spoke out
as they walked down University
Avenue. City Council members
Eric Filseth, Lydia Kou, Greer
Stone and Greg Tanaka joined the
demonstration, according to Kalee
Whitehouse, who organized the
event with Gloria Huang. Many
brought homemade posters with
handwritten messages, including
ones that said “Protect Our
Elders,” “Stop Asian Hate” and
“Racism = Ignorance.” They made
their way to King Plaza outside
City Hall where they were invited
to bring a written peaceful wish for
others to tie onto a tree and listen
to speeches from locals, including
Palo Alto High School sophomore
Johannah Seah. “Fighting racism
is more than a wish. It is an active
decision daily to stand up for our
community, to hold our systems
accountable, to educate, to learn
and to be anti-racist,” she said.
GROUNDED IN EDUCATION
... Like many adult schools in
the U.S. born in the early 20th
century, the Palo Alto Adult
School’s core focus was on
prepping would-be American
citizens for their naturalization
test — a federally mandated
process that has a hazy history
since the early tests were orally
conducted. But the school’s class
schedule gradually morphed to
better reflect the educational
needs and wants of its local
community, such as English as
a second language and parent

education. “The school isn’t just
a second chance for many adults
who didn’t finish high school,
or who need to develop a new
career,” said Kara Rosenberg,
the school’s former principal,
teacher and student. “It expands
their minds and gives them the
ability to learn lots of different
new things.” This year, the school
celebrates its 100th anniversary
amid a pandemic that has
pushed learning environments
to the virtual world. To celebrate
its centennial, the school
offered a few free introductory
classes last month, according
to Principal Dave Hoshiwara.
He hopes to have an in-person
celebration in the fall when
the school anticipates to fully
re-welcome students back to
campus, assuming the county
doesn’t backtrack its progress in
mitigating the threat of COVID-19.
“Everything is so different now
that we’re coming back out of
shutdown,” Hoshiwara said.
“It would just be good to have
students back in class.”
A FINAL BOW ... Palo Alto has
a new vacancy at the executive
level of City Hall, with Assistant
City Manager Monique le Conge
Ziesenhenne departing last
month after a decade of public
service. Hired as library director in
2011, Ziesenhenne briefly served
as the Community Services
Department’s interim director
in 2018 before getting tapped
by City Manager Ed Shikada
to serve as his top lieutenant in
2019. A popular presence whose
unofficial duties included serving
as a timekeeper for City Council
members during the Zoom era,
Ziesenhenne was honored March
8 with a special proclamation
from the very council members
whom she’d often had to interrupt
when they exceeded their fiveminute limit for comments. The
proclamation credits Ziesenhenne
with, among other milestones,
completing the city’s Library
Bond Program, which involved
renovating local libraries. In her
final words prior to her departure,
Ziesenhenne said she is grateful
for her time in Palo Alto. “This is
the longest I’ve worked for any
jurisdiction and I think it speaks
to the community, it speaks to
the quality of the staff and the
environment that we are able to
be a part of,” she said. Q

Upfront
LAW ENFORCEMENT

As police encrypt their radios, Palo Alto
eyes new measures to boost transparency
City Council set to consider alternatives to encryption
of all public safety radio communications
By Gennady Sheyner

F

acing a new claim of excessive force by a police
officer and ongoing concerns about transparency within
the Palo Alto Police Department,
the City Council will consider
on Monday new measures to improve oversight and revisit the
department’s abrupt decision in
January to encrypt all police dispatch communications.
The council’s discussion will
come three months after Palo
Alto became one of the first cities
in Santa Clara County to encrypt
all communications, a move that
was made without any council
direction and no advance warning to the community. City Manager Ed Shikada and Police Chief
Robert Jonsen have consistently
said that the move was made to
comply with an October directive
from the state Department of Justice, which requires agencies to
protect personally identifiable information (including names, Social Security numbers and driver’s
license numbers) from being publicly transmitted.
The state order gave participating agencies two options: encrypt
all communications or develop
policies to protect the personally

identifiable information while
keeping the communication channels open. The memo also specified that an agency could file an
implementation plan by last Dec.
31 if it did not intend to comply
immediately.
Palo Alto opted for the simpler
and more dramatic option of flipping the switch to full encryption
in January — a move that has
since been replicated by all Santa
Clara County cities except Santa
Clara and Milpitas.
The April 5 meeting will offer
the council its first opportunity
to discuss and possibly revise the
new encryption policy, which has
been strongly opposed by this
publication, the Palo Alto Daily
Post and The Mercury News because it removes the ability of
newsrooms to monitor police
scanners and gives the Police Department almost complete control
over which incidents get reported
to the public.
In explaining the decision to
encrypt, Jonsen highlighted in
January the various challenges of
adopting alternative approaches to
protecting personally identifiable
information, including having the
police officer use a cellphone or

a different frequency to transmit
that information. Requiring officers to switch frequencies in the
middle of a police action would
complicate their ability to transmit information quickly, creating
a safety issue, he said.
He also noted at that time that to
develop alternative policies would
be complex, potentially expensive
and time-consuming.
At the same time, the city is
leaving the door open to further
tweaks to the radio policies. Earlier this month, Jonsen sent a letter to the Department of Justice
requesting permission to switch
back to a nonencrypted channel
while the city considers other options. (As of Wednesday, the city
had not received a response from
the department, Jonsen said.)
The change of direction, Jonsen
wrote, is requested “to allow for
great transparency with the public.” He acknowledges in the letter, however, that switching back
would result in personal information being released on a nonencrypted channel.
“The city of Palo Alto would
remain on a publicly accessible
channel until Dec. 31, 2021, unless a viable alternative has been

identified before that date,” Jonsen
wrote.
A new report from the Police
Department notes that department staff are “currently exploring the feasibility of alternative
options for complying with these
state and federal security requirements while simultaneously providing for as much transparency
with radio transmissions as legally
possible.” Yet it also underscores
the challenge of adopting these
approaches.
“Of the other agencies in the
county already using encrypted
radio channels, none considered
alternative options due to the numerous operational and tactical
challenges they present; as a result, there is no local model using
alternative options that staff can
readily replicate,” the report states.
Any effort by Palo Alto to move
away from encryption may also
complicate its ability to communicate with surrounding departments, said Eric Nickel, executive
director of the Silicon Valley Regional Interoperability Authority
and former Palo Alto fire chief.
Nickel, who has been helping
various police agencies come into
compliance with the new DOJ
mandate, said that when Palo
Alto switched to encryption, it
lost many of the interoperability
features that it had previously enjoyed with its mutual-aid partners,
Mountain View and Los Altos,
which had not yet encrypted their
radio transmissions.
“If some are encrypted and
some are not, there are a lot of
interoperability features that
we can’t use,” Nickel told this

publication.
As a result, dispatchers had to
do extra work to establish “talk
groups,” Nickel said. Any agency
that switches away from encryption while all of its neighbors
encrypt would face the same
challenge.
Furthermore, when an agency
with encrypted radios communicates with one with nonencrypted
radios, the communication defaults to nonencrypted communication and, as a result, the agencies fall out of compliance with
the DOJ order when personal information is transmitted, Nickel
said.
While Nickel said that the
choice of whether or not to encrypt
is ultimately up to each individual
agency, his agency has been working to ensure that these decisions
do not compromise the abilities of
police departments throughout the
county to work together.
He also noted that it is possible
to encrypt public communication while still maintaining some
transparency. One way to do that
is to stream the radio traffic on
a computer server and give only
certain people — such as members of the media — access to that
server. That method, which is used
in Orange County, would allow
authorized users of the systems to
log on to the server through their
computers or phones and listen to
the police communications.
“We’re trying to come up with
workarounds that would meet the
intent of the Department of Justice,
while keeping the interoperability
(continued on page 37)

LAW ENFORCEMENT

More scrutiny but no charges
for Palo Alto cop after dog attack
District Attorney’s Office finds Nick Enberg did not use
‘excessive force’ in last June’s apprehension of Joel Alejo

T

By Gennady Sheyner
In his complaint against the
city, Alejo claimed he suffered
“extreme pain, bleeding, bruising and other damages” during
the attack. But while he is seeking $20 million in damages from
Palo Alto, the officer who directed the dog during the attack will
not be charged with any crimes,
the Santa Clara County District
Attorney’s Office said Tuesday.
Assistant District Attorney
Brian Welch said in a statement
that because Alejo did not suffer injuries likely to result in his
death, the incident did not come
within the county’s Officer-Involved Incident Protocol, which
governs incidents that involve
great bodily injury or fatalities.
Welch said the office learned
about the incident after the Palo
Alto Police Department provided the office with the incident
reports.
“Based on our review of the
case materials, we have concluded that Agent Enberg’s use of his

police dog did not result in the
use of excessive force under the
color of authority,” Welch said in
the statement.
Some residents disagree. On
March 22, six days after the body
camera footage of the Alejo attack was publicly released, the
City Council and City Manager
Ed Shikada heard from residents
and police watchdogs who urged
them to fire Enberg and to reevaluate the city’s K-9 program.
Salim Damerdji, a Mountain
View resident, demanded discipline for the officers involved in
the K-9 attack on Alejo, whom
the officers had mistaken for a
suspect in a kidnapping case.
Damerdji called the footage of
the incident “disturbing.”
“Not only did this man wake
up to being attacked by a K-9
unit being commanded by Officer Enberg to attack the man,
but then as he was being arrested
another officer told him to stop
resisting while he was still being

Adam Pardee

he recently released video
of a Palo Alto officer directing a police dpg to attack a Mountain View resident
who was sleeping in a backyard
shed last year has brought scrutiny to the department’s K-9 program as well as public calls for
the firing of the officer involved
in the attack.
The footage, which the Police
Department released on March
16, shows police Agent Nick
Enberg yelling commands while
the police dog in his charge approaches Joel Alejo, a 37-yearold resident who appears to be
sleeping on the floor of a backyard shed in Mountain View. The
police dog then bites Alejo in the
leg, clamping down for about a
minute before other police officers step in to bring Alejo down
and handcuff him. (Alejo was not
arrested, however, as he wasn’t
involved in the crime for which
the police were conducting the
manhunt.)

As Ikenna Dozie pets Police K-9 Balko, Police Officer Nick
Enberg answers questions from parents about working with Balko
during National Night Out in 2018.
attacked by this K-9. ... It’s really
clear there is something messed
up in the Palo Alto Police Department,” Damerdji said.
Palo Alto resident Adam
Schwartz called the video footage of the Alejo attack “shocking
and disturbing and very hard to
watch.”
“It is inherently wrong for the
city to issue dogs to its police
officer and allow the officer to
command the dogs to bite people,” Schwartz told the council at
the March 22 meeting. “This is
the use of police dogs that should

be absolutely contrary to policy
and not allowed.”
Palo Alto leaders would not
say whether any of the officers
involved in the incident have
faced or will face any discipline. Meghan Horrigan-Taylor,
the city’s chief communications
officer, said that while the city
“cannot comment on employee
matters of this nature,” the city’s
independent police auditor will
review the case and publish a report with its findings about the
(continued on page 37)
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Upfront
MENTAL HEALTH

Would Laura’s Law have saved
a Mountain View man’s son?
Santa Clara County debates whether to adopt
state’s mandatory mental health treatment policy

F

or years, former Mountain
View resident Jeffrey Middlebrook said he watched
his son crumble after returning
home from military service.
Suffering from severe posttraumatic stress disorder (PTSD),
his son Kenneth attempted suicide multiple times, grappled
with drug addiction and simply
could not stick to a treatment regimen that would get his life back
together, the elder Middlebrook
said. Things bottomed out in
2014, when his son was arrested
after an erratic episode in which
he kidnapped two women.
Looking back, Middlebrook
said he believes the court system
failed his son and that the loose,
voluntary nature of his son’s
mental health treatment plan was
doomed to fail. There was no way
his son was going to comply without a stronger push.
“None of this would have happened had the treatment programs
for guys like my son been courtmandated,” Middlebrook said.
Over the next two months,
Santa Clara County’s Board of
Supervisors will debate whether
to implement Laura’s Law, which
could drastically change the way
the county treats residents suffering from severe mental illness.

The state law allows counties to
compel a small subset of the mentally ill into mandatory treatment
— with a court order if necessary — using intensive outpatient
services.
Supporters of the law say it’s
about time and that Laura’s Law
would offer a real path to recovery
for patients who have been failed
by the county’s mental health
system. They point to homeless
people on the street, many of
whom are suffering from a mental illness and unable to care for
themselves, as visible proof that
the change is sorely needed.
Others caution that Laura’s Law
is not a panacea for the state’s
mental health woes and that taking away the civil liberties of
patients who could be served by
voluntary programs is a critical
drawback.
Advocacy groups including the
Law Foundation of Silicon Valley say the real problem is a fragmented mental health care system
and a lack of housing for the people who need it most. Coercion,
they say, is not the solution.
The emotionally charged backand-forth has already caused a
rift at the county level. Behavioral
health officials want the county to
stay the course and not implement

Public Agenda
A preview of Palo Alto government meetings next week
CITY COUNCIL ... The council plans to hold a study session on
policing, including crime statistics, radio encryption and police auditing.
The council also will discuss services for the unhoused and appoint
members to the Housing Element Working Group. The virtual meeting
will begin at 5 p.m. on Monday, April 5. Those wishing to participate by
Zoom can do so by dialing 669-900-6833 and using Meeting ID: 362
027 238.
COUNCIL FINANCE COMMITTEE ... The committee plans to approve
an audit report for the city’s financial statements and review the
financial plans for the wastewater, water, electric and gas utilities. The
virtual meeting will begin at 6 p.m. on Tuesday, April 7. Those wishing
to participate by Zoom can do so by dialing 669-900-6833 and using
Meeting ID: 992 2730 7235.
HISTORIC RESOURCES BOARD ... The board plans to receive
the Certified Local Government Annual Report for the 2019-2020
period; review the Board and Commissions Handbook and have a
subcommittee review of guardrail, colors, tile and lobby wall at the Hotel
President building at 488 University Ave. The virtual meeting will begin
at 8:30 a.m. on Thursday, April 8. Those wishing to participate by Zoom
can do so by dialing 669-900-6833 and using Meeting ID: 948 5515
7693.
HUMAN RELATIONS COMMISSION ... The commission plans to
discuss ways to address the needs of the unhoused; get an update
about the community conversations on race, get an update on the
FY 2021/2022 work plan and consider a recommendation to have the
mayor support the “Mayors United Against Antisemitism’’ campaign.
The virtual meeting will begin at 6 p.m. on Thursday, April 8. Those
wishing to participate by Zoom can do so by dialing 669-900-6833 and
using Meeting ID: 919 9454 8701.
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Laura’s Law, calling it unnecessary and potentially ineffective.
But at a meeting last month, two
county supervisors said they are
keeping an open mind.
“The system is still not working
for too many folks in the community,” county Supervisor Joe Simitian said. “I see too many folks
out there who we’re still not able
to help.”

A long-ignored law
gains traction
The California Legislature
passed Laura’s Law in 2002 following a groundswell of support
from mental health advocates who
worried that the status quo was
untenable. People without care
who were psychotic could not be
forced into treatment unless they
posed an immediate threat to
themselves and others — a high
bar that was tantamount to waiting until the problem got worse.
The law is named after Laura
Wilcox, a 19-year-old woman who
was shot and killed by a schizophrenic man at a mental health
clinic, where she volunteered as a
receptionist. It sought to create a
middle ground between voluntary
treatment and a short-term emergency psychiatric hold, compelling patients into what’s called assisted outpatient treatment (AOT)
that can be mandated by a court
judge.
The law closely mirrors Kendra’s Law, which went into effect
in New York in 1999, with one
key difference. Counties in New
York were required to implement
Kendra’s Law and provide assisted outpatient treatment, whereas
California counties have a choice.
Los Angeles was the only county to even attempt to implement
Laura’s Law in the first five years
after its passage, and to date, a
majority of California counties
still do not provide assisted outpatient treatment.
A new state
law is looking
to change that.
Assembly Bill
1976, passed
last year, will
automatically
require counties to implement Laura’s
Law unless Susan Eggman
they explicitly decline through a
resolution that gives a clear rationale for the denial. State Sen.
Susan Eggman (D-Stockton), who
authored the bill, said it’s obvious
that too many people who need
help are refusing treatment. The
proof is right there on the streets,
she said.
“I don’t think anyone can drive

Magali Gauthier

By Kevin Forestieri

Over the next two months, Santa Clara County’s Board of
Supervisors will debate whether to implement Laura’s Law, which
could drastically change the way the county treats residents
suffering from severe mental illness.
around and say things have not and out of homelessness.
changed drastically in the last 20
It was clear that his son’s situyears, in what mental health and ation was deteriorating, but it felt
homelessness look like,” Eggman impossible to do anything about
said. “It looks like a crisis on our it, Middlebrook said. He laments
streets.”
that the courts did not commit
Eggman, who had a career in his son to rehab while he was
social work before her election only facing misdemeanor drug
to the state Legislature, said the offenses.
problem is personal to her. She
In April 2014, Kenneth Middlehad an aunt who was bipolar and brook approached a 19-year-old
was psychotic, and her family Alviso woman and asked for a
tried desperately to get her help. ride to Mountain View, accordBut in California, the idea of com- ing to court records. When they
pulsory mental health treatment arrived, Middlebrook reportedly
has fallen out of favor: State psy- got agitated, grabbed her phone
chiatric hospitals have shuttered, and threatened to snap her neck,
and people tend to bristle at the according to the victim’s stateidea of involuntary commitment.
ment. He demanded that she drive
“We used to lock people up, and them both to Palo Alto, and while
now we went so far to the other en route the victim intentionally
side that we aren’t providing care crashed into another car in order
to the people who need it,” she to get help, court records said.
said.
Later that day, he entered the
Johnny Khamis, a former home of a 61-year-old Mountain
San Jose councilman, has re- View woman and forced her into
lentlessly pushed the county to the passenger seat of her car beadopt Laura’s Law for years and fore driving the vehicle out to the
said the unwillingness to imple- city of Ione, 40 miles southeast of
ment court-mandated treatment Sacramento, according to court
amounts to sending sick people records. He got out of the vehicle
out onto the street. Families have and wandered off.
loved ones who aren’t getting the
The episode led to two felony
intervention they need, he said, convictions and sparked three
while businesses have to toler- years of fruitless referrals for
ate verbal and physical assaults mental health treatment. Santa
by people suffering from severe Clara County Superior Court
mental illness.
records show he was released to
“The fact of the matter is the Red Road Recovery in San Jose
people who are running into traf- for treatment and walked away
fic and hitting their heads into after just one day. He attempted
a wall are not making good de- treatment at the San Francisco
cisions for themselves to begin Adult Rehabilitation Center later
with,” Khamis said. “I think it’s that month and walked away after
a lack of compassion not to use five days. He was offered treatLaura’s Law.”
ment by Veterans Affairs in San
Francisco but refused.
Walking away
“Kenneth has walked away
from three programs, failed to
from treatment
Kenneth Middlebrook served engage in treatment, and has not
more than two years in the U.S. reported to offices of adult probaArmy before his discharge in June tion,” probation officer David Vil2012. During that time, he suf- lalon wrote in January 2018.
After two years in jail for the
fered a traumatic brain injury and
returned with PTSD that required 2014 felonies, Middlebrook was
residential treatment. Four months released but unstable, getting arafter his return, he jumped off the rested and taken into custody
every few months due to probaroof of a three-story building.
Jeffrey Middlebrook said his tion violations. The cycle abruptly
son has been haunted by his ex- ended in November 2018, when he
periences in Iraq, including an was arrested and later convicted
incident in which an improvised for possession of child pornograexplosive device blew up his ve- phy. He remains in state prison,
hicle and decapitated members of with possible release in 2022.
Jeffrey Middlebrook said he
his group. Since his return, he has
become addicted to drugs includ- would emphatically support
ing methamphetamine, been arrested several times and fallen in
(continued on page 12)

Upfront
HOUSING

Eighty applicants vie for seats
on Palo Alto’s new housing panel

S

eventeen volunteers, including residents, community activists and property
owners, will be chosen next week
from a group of 80 applicants for
a complex two-year assignment:
drafting a roadmap for the expansion of Palo Alto’s housing supply.
The City Council is preparing to
appoint on Monday a new citizens
panel devoted to crafting the city’s
Housing Element for 2023-2031.
The state-mandated document
they’ll be working on will propose
new housing programs and identify existing sites that can be used
for housing.
The group also will attempt to
bring the city into compliance with
a new state law, Assembly Bill
686, which requires cities to “affirmatively further fair housing”
by establishing a policy aimed at
combating discrimination, overcoming patterns of segregation and
promoting inclusion.
“It’s looking at breaking down
barriers to entry and discrimination in our zoning regulations to
address social equity,” Planning

By Gennady Sheyner
Director Jonathan Lait told the
council during a Feb. 1 discussion
of the new working group.
In Palo Alto, where new housing is both a top priority and a rare
commodity, the panel’s appointment comes at a time when city
leaders are facing increasing pressure to relax zoning standards and
consider new sites for residential
construction. Under a methodology
proposed in the state-mandated Regional Housing Needs Allocation
process, Palo Alto will be expected
to produce 6,086 housing units between 2023 and 2031. More than
half of the new housing would be
for people in the very low-, lowand moderate-income categories.
The Housing Element Working Group, which will consist
of 15 regular members and two
alternates, will be charged with
evaluating strategies for meeting
these goals in monthly meetings,
starting on May 6 and concluding
in October 2022. It will work with
a new council ad hoc committee
composed of Mayor Tom DuBois
and council members Eric Filseth

and Greer Stone to craft the document, which would then be submitted to the full council for review
and potential approval.
Under state law, the document
must include an analysis of the
city’s housing needs, an inventory
of sites to accommodate future
growth, a discussion of constraints
that inhibit housing production and
a list of programs that implement
the city’s housing policies.
Despite the complexity of the
task and the time commitment
it would entail, the city has seen
a surge of interest from residents
wishing to serve on the new Housing Element Working Group. According to the city’s planning staff,
80 people applied for the panel by
the March 5 deadline. Those interested include past and present city
commissioners, housing advocates,
nonprofit developers, community
activists, school volunteers, unhoused residents and citizens interested in housing policies.
Stanford University also will
have a role in the group. In choosing categories for the new group

Olivia Treynor

Group will be charged with evaluating strategies
for incentivizing residential construction

Arbor Real is among a handful of major housing projects to go up in
Palo Alto in recent decades.
in February, Vice Mayor Pat Burt candidates Raven Malone, Steven
noted at the Feb. 1 meeting that the Lee and Ed Lauing, who is curuniversity owns land that could be rently a planning commissioner.
critical to the future of local hous- Numerous neighborhood activing: Stanford Research Park. The ists have also applied, including
city’s Comprehensive Plan, he said, Pria Graves from College Terrace,
considers the possibility of build- Kristen Flynn from Ventura, Arthur Lieberman from Barron Park
ing housing there.
“If we’re going to have a pro- and Hamilton Hitchings from Dugram, we need to engage them, and veneck/St. Francis. So have housthey should have a seat at the table,” ing advocates Angie Evans and
Stephen Levy, an economist who
Burt said of Stanford University.
Two representatives from Stan- is affiliated with the pro-housing
ford University are included in the nonprofit Palo Alto Forward.
In keeping with council criteria,
list of potential appointees: Jessica
von Borck, director of land use the list of applicants also includes
planning, and Jean Snider, associ- three advocates for the unhoused
ate vice president for real estate. community (including two formerThe list of applicants also includes ly unhoused individuals) and three
representatives from two hous- who represent residents with speing developers: John Hickey from cial needs (including two parents
SummerHill Housing Group and of special needs children).
The full list of applicants is
Sheryl Klein from the nonprofit
available on the city’s website at
Alta Housing.
The list of applicants also in- CityofPaloAlto.org. Q
cludes former planning commisEmail Staff Writer Gennady
sioners Arthur Keller and Prze- Sheyner at gsheyner@paweekly.
mek Gardias and recent council com.

44 Otis Way, Los Altos
Rare find… a one-owner home on a cul-de-sac off a
cul-de-sac… so conveniently located the kids who grew up here
walked to school – including high school! Charming, nearly
original home (built in 1951) includes oak floors, French doors, a
brick fireplace and spacious family room. Includes detached 2-car
Shown by appointment
garage on a 10,000+ sq. ft. lot.

List price: $2,950,000.

WWW.44OTISWAY.COM

Nancy Goldcamp
Direct: (650) 400-5800
nancy@nancygoldcamp.com | CAL BRE# 00787851
www.nancygoldcamp.com

Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent
contractor agents and are not employees of the Company. ©2019 Coldwell Banker Residential
Brokerage. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker, the Coldwell Banker logo, Coldwell Banker
Global Luxury and the Coldwell Banker Global Luxury logo are registered service marks
owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. CalRE License #01908304.
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Upfront
PUBLIC HEALTH

Vaccinations: Progress in Santa Clara County

Eligibility expands for COVID-19 vaccines

Santa Clara County & Clinics

Meanwhile, uncertainty builds over supply of doses

H

ere are the latest updates
on the coronavirus vaccination efforts.

State expands
vaccine eligibility

State Sen. Josh Becker, D-Menlo Park, on Monday urged California health officials to expand

CityView
A round-up

of Palo Alto government action this week

City Council (March 29)

Castilleja: The council discussed Castilleja School’s proposed modernization
project and unanimously remanded the project back to the Planning and
Transportation Commission and the Architectural Review Board for further
adjustments. The council also voted 4-3 to recommend revising the proposed
underground garage and to limit the number of spaces in the garage to no more
than 50% of the required parking. Yes: Burt, Cormack, Stone, Tanaka
No: DuBois, Filseth, Kou

Planning and Transportation Commission
(March 31)

181 Addison Ave.: The commission recommended approving a preliminary
parcel map and a variance to subdivide an existing lot at 181 Addison Ave.
Yes: Unanimous
Parking: The commission discussed the city’s proposed parking action plan,
which includes instituting paid parking in downtown commercial areas and
revisions to the Residential Preferential Parking Program regulations.
Action: None

Architectural Review Board (April 1)

2850 W. Bayshore Road: The board held a study session on a proposed
48-townhome development at 2850 W. Bayshore Road. Action: None
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Kaiser Permanente

4371

204,265

107,212
55,565

Stanford Health Care & Lucile Packard Children's Hospital
122,525
75,234
48,706
0
Sutter Health/Palo Alto Medical Foundation
62,034
35,665
25,477
0
Veterans Affairs Palo Alto Health Care System
41,130
23,578
Total doses received
16,432
0
First doses administered (Pfizer/Moderna)
Second doses administered (Pfizer/Moderna)
El Camino Health
27,590
Single doses administered (Johnson & Johnson)
16,323
12,274
Data as of March 31.
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Source: Santa Clara County COVID-19 Vaccine Doses Dashboard.
Of the 590,716 people who have received at least one dose, 380,446
are fully vaccinated. There are about 1.51 million adults, 18 and
older, in the county.

Jamey Padojino

State senator
seeks expanded
vaccine eligibility

vaccine eligibility in San Mateo
County’s vulnerable communities
ahead of April 15 when the state
plans to allow all adults 16 and
older to get vaccinated.
In a news release, Becker requested that the state allow vaccinations for all residents 16 and
older in communities like East
Palo Alto and North Fair Oaks,
which have had higher infection
rates and lower vaccination rates
compared to the rest of San Mateo
County. The goal is to make it as
easy as possible for people to get
vaccinated, Becker said.
“Communities like East Palo
Alto are home to large numbers
of essential frontline workers who
have heroically stepped up and
supported all of us through the entire pandemic but remain largely
unvaccinated,” Becker said in a
statement.
Vaccination rates in East Palo
Alto continue to lag behind the
average in San Mateo County.
As of Thursday, 23.8% of eligible
East Palo Alto residents have been
vaccinated so far compared to
44.2% countywide.
In terms of infection rates,
East Palo Alto represents about
4% of the population in San Mateo County but has had 10% of
COVID-19 cases overall. In the
last 30 days, 8% of the county’s
cases were in East Palo Alto, according to county data updated
on March 26.
In San Mateo County, residents
eligible for the vaccine include
health care workers, residents 65
and older and essential workers
in the education, child care, food
and agriculture and emergency
response sectors.
The county is also vaccinating
people experiencing homelessness and jail inmates while some
health care providers are providing vaccinations for people 16
to 64 years old with underlying
medical conditions.
Becker took issue with the current scope of eligibility categories.
“Firstly, roles like construction
worker, housekeeper, and gardener are not listed,” Becker said.
“Secondly, many in East Palo
Alto may, for example, take care
of kids but may not be a licensed
childcare provider. These people
are not coming in if they think
they may not be eligible because
they don’t want to take someone
else’s spot.”
Expanding eligibility would
also help families who live together get vaccinated.
“When you have a hard-hit
community with massive community spread and folks living
in crowded homes together, it
doesn’t make sense for a 49-yearold to drive a 70-year-old and for
that 49-year old not to get vaccinated,” Becker said.
This isn’t the first call for increased vaccinations in East

Jamey Padojino

All Californians 50 and older
are now eligible to be vaccinated, a provision that kicked in on
April 1, while everyone 16 and
older will qualify two weeks later, on April 15.
The expansion means that the
state will open up vaccinations
to all adults before May 1, when
President Joe Biden had anticipated the move nationwide.
Even with this expansion in
eligibility and supply, it will take
several months to vaccinate everyone who wants a vaccine,
health officials warn.
It also is likely to spur a rush
for appointments, leaving many
people frustrated that they are
unable to line up vaccinations.
Some counties have already
been expanding the list of who is
eligible. Solano County opened
up vaccines to residents 50 and
older two weeks ago. Contra Costa followed last week.
But health officials in Santa
Clara County said despite the expanded eligibility, there are still
far too few doses available.
Dr. Marty Fenstersheib noted
at a briefing last week that the
county has about 400,000 residents aged 50 to 64, but it would
get only 58,000 doses this week
despite having the capacity to vaccinate as many as 200,000 people.
“We are concerned,” said Fenstersheib, the county’s COVID-19
vaccine and testing officer. “We
really just want to caution people
to please continue to be patient”
as they seek appointments.
Sutter Health, one of California’s largest health systems,
can vaccinate more than 25,000

patients daily but also has too few
doses to meet demand, spokeswoman Angeline Sheets said.
The state expects a surge in
supply shortly, however: approximately 2.5 million first and second doses of COVID-19 vaccinations per week in the first half of
April, and more than 3 million in
the second half of the month.
That is a substantial increase
from the 1.8 million doses the
state receives per week. Health
leaders have long said supply is
the biggest constraint, and that
the state has capacity to administer about 3 million vaccines
per week and should be able to
administer up to 4 million by the
end of April.
As of Wednesday, 900,319
doses of the vaccines had been
administered in Santa Clara
County, according to the California Department of Public Health
vaccine dashboard.
Nearly 284,000 people in San
Mateo County have received
a dose of COVID-19 vaccine
(44.2% of residents age 16 and
older) and nearly half of those —
135,000 — are fully vaccinated,
San Mateo County Health announced Wednesday.
Those seeking a vaccine appointment in Santa Clara County
should go to sccfreevax.org. In
addition to the county and large
health care providers such as Kaiser and Sutter Health, pharmacies
at Rite Aid, CVS, Walgreens,
Safeway, Albertsons, Vons, Pavilions and Walmart are also offering coronavirus vaccinations.

204,021

9889

By Embarcadero Media staff, CalMatters and Bay City News Foundation

548,682

311,524

Source: Data drawn from The New York Times. The selected
counties outside of the Peninsula were chosen based on the
prevalence of COVID-19 in their communities and similarities in
size to San Mateo and Santa Clara counties.
Palo Alto. In a news conference
March 1, Becker and other local leaders called for the state to
increase vaccine clinics in East
Palo Alto given its low vaccination rate. Since then, the county
announced weekly vaccination
clinics in East Palo Alto through
the Ravenswood Family Health
Center.
Becker commended the county
for its efforts and said, “Now we
just need to make it as easy as
possible for people in these communities to get vaccinated and
that’s why I’m calling for this expanded eligibility.”
People can sign up at MyTurn.
ca.gov to be notified when they
become eligible for the vaccine.
A MyTurn help line is available at
833-422-4255.
Those struggling to make
an appointment can also contact Becker’s district office at
650-212-3313.

New COVID-19
cases, deaths
Santa Clara County as of
Wednesday had 114,570 cumulative COVID-19 cases and 1,942
deaths. There were 114 people hospitalized, 14 of which were new.
San Mateo County as of
Wednesday had 40,424 cumulative cases of COVID-19, with
547 deaths. There were 32 people
hospitalized.
Since the start of the pandemic,
1.69% of Santa Clara County cases of COVID-19 have been fatal
and 1.35% of San Mateo County
cases have been fatal, according
to the California Reportable Disease Information Exchange and
San Mateo County Health. Q
CalMatters reporter Ana
B. Ibarra and Bay City News
Foundation reporter Astrid
Casimere contributed to this
report.

Upfront

Castilleja
(continued from page 5)

Rendering courtesy WRNS Studio

members generally agreed that
the key to Castilleja’s success
will be traffic management. The
proposal already includes a “no
net new trips” requirement, suggested by planning commissioners, that mandates the school not
incur more traffic than currently
exists. It also includes an aggressive transportation-management
program that relies on shuttles,
carpools and bike programs so
that students and faculty don’t
commute in cars.
If traffic counts show Castilleja failing to limit its traffic, the
school would face penalties and
be required to halt its enrollment
growth.
But despite this requirement,
implemented to minimize the
impact of the school’s growing
enrollment on the neighborhood,
council members said Monday
that they are skeptical about the
city’s ability to enforce the traffic measures. Council member
Eric Filseth wondered whether
it’s even possible for Castilleja to
add students while keeping traffic
levels steady.
“We’re running up against some
laws of physics here,” Filseth said.
“It’s hard to have a destination
school in a residential neighborhood that continues to grow and
doesn’t run into traffic problems.

That’s kind of what we’re grappling with.”
The council’s biggest accomplishment over the course of
Monday’s five-hour discussion
was its decision on the plan’s most
controversial element: an underground parking garage. Having
failed to offer a clear direction on
the garage at its prior two hearings, the council Monday backed
the only compromise that could
muster majority support: a scaleddown version of the garage that
would accommodate up to half
of the school’s required parking
spots, or 57 cars.
Burt said allowing the underground garage but in a reduced
form achieves the “right balance” and alleviates community concerns about the facility, which many residents had
criticized as being incompatible
with the single-family residential
neighborhood.
For DuBois, Kou and Stone,
even the smaller garage proved
too much. DuBois and Kou both
said they would prefer no garage
at all, while Stone asserted that
he would need more information
about the smaller garage before he
could support it.
While the council’s vote offered
Castilleja a tenuous path forward,
it effectively dashed the school’s
hopes that the project would advance soon. Instead, the proposal
will now be remanded to the planning commission, which already
held six hearings on the project,

This rendering shows the exit from Castilleja’s proposed underground garage to Emerson Street.
and the architectural board, which
reviewed the project over three
hearings. Each panel ultimately
recommended approval of the
project.
Tanaka said requiring a smaller
garage constitutes “a total reset of
this whole project.”
“It’s not like we’re changing a
window. It’s an entirely different
project,” he said.
The council’s decision to require a smaller garage appeared
to catch Castilleja by surprise.
Mindie Romanowsky, Castilleja’s
attorney, said the new direction
would require the school to offer
more surface parking on its campus, potentially encroaching into
its playing field and green spaces.
“My concern here is, if only
50% of the parking spaces are

allowed to be underground, I’m
not sure where else we’d park,”
Romanowsky said. “That’s the
concern.”
Aside from its split over the
parking facility, the council largely agreed that Castilleja should be
required to prove definitively that
it can manage its traffic before it
can increase enrollment.
To that end, council members
approved a two-page motion
crafted by Stone and Burt that
calls for stronger penalties for
noncompliance, a possible creation of a TDM Oversight Committee and an increase in the proportion of Castilleja students who
live within bicycle distance from
the campus.
In another blow to the school,
council members also indicated

they favor lowering the number
of special events of 50 or more attendees that Castilleja is allowed
to hold on its campus. After the
planning commission recommended a maximum of 74 special events annually (and none on
Sundays), Kou suggested that the
commission and staff consider
limiting the number to between
50 and 70. Q
Email Staff Writer Gennady
Sheyner at gsheyner@paweekly.
com.
About the cover: Castilleja
School, which is looking
to rebuild its Bryant Street
campus, was directed this week
to revise its plans. Photo by
Magali Gauthier. Design by
Douglas Young.

Bentley Square, a Mountain View
signature neighborhood.
Delightful home in an established common interest development of 53 residential
properties enjoys the benefit of a community pool, tennis court and open space. Over
1800 square feet of living space, ready for a new owner, features cathedral ceilings, a
fireplace, private yard with deck, patio, and gas bbq. Attached 2-car garage.

Call for an appointment to view 121 Post Street, Mountain View
List price: $2,075,000

WWW.121POSTSTREET.COM

Nancy Goldcamp
Direct: (650) 400-5800
nancy@nancygoldcamp.com | CAL BRE# 00787851
www.nancygoldcamp.com

Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent
contractor agents and are not employees of the Company. ©2019 Coldwell Banker Residential
Brokerage. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker, the Coldwell Banker logo, Coldwell Banker
Global Luxury and the Coldwell Banker Global Luxury logo are registered service marks
owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. CalRE License #01908304.
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Upfront

News Digest
Ravenswood district to reopen schools April 12
The Ravenswood City School District school board voted 5-0 on
March 25 to start reopening schools on April 12, with some reluctance
from Board President Mele Latu and Trustee Bronwyn Alexander.
Teachers will be required to return to work, but the four schools
will have the flexibility to decide what kind of a model to implement, either livestreaming, a half-day of in-person instruction or a
full day. Families will still have the option to keep their children at
home for fully remote learning.
A previous study session on March 23 reflected an ongoing tension between teacher concerns and students and families who are
desperate to get back to face-to-face learning. The majority of about
680 parents who responded to a survey want their children to go
back to school, but there are not enough teachers willing to volunteer to teach in person to serve them all.
Superintendent Gina Sudaria advocated for a full reopening, citing improving public health conditions in San Mateo County and
East Palo Alto and vaccination rates among staff. The district received priority from the county to get staff vaccinated, and 63% of
employees have received at least their first vaccine shot.
Until the March 25 vote, Ravenswood was the only elementary
school district in San Mateo County that hadn’t reopened districtwide or approved a plan to do so, Sudaria said.
Ravenswood started slowly reopening schools for small groups of
students in January. Only teachers who volunteered had to return.
The districtwide reopening will start on April 12 with a phasedin approach through May 5. Q
—Elena Kadvany

Man arrested in Baskin-Robbins robbery
A 30-year-old man has been nabbed for the March 22 robbery at
the Palo Alto Baskin-Robbins store and is being held in connection
with 12 additional alleged robberies in other cities.
The man was arrested by the U.S. Marshals Service and the San
Jose Police Department on Wednesday night in San Jose for other
robberies, Palo Alto police said in a press release on March 26. Detectives have served an arrest warrant on him for the Palo Alto case.
On March 22, around 7 p.m., a robbery occurred at the BaskinRobbins ice cream store at 2615 Middlefield Road. A man entered
the business and ordered food. When the employee, a woman in
her 20s, returned with the food, he allegedly pointed a black semiautomatic handgun at her, ordered her to open the cash register,
and took cash.
Video surveillance showed he also stole money from the tip
jar. He exited the store and was last seen driving southbound on
Middlefield Road in a four-door sedan.
The suspect was later identified through a collaboration with
local detectives and regional law enforcement agencies.
The San Jose Police Department and multiple Bay Area law enforcement agencies worked together for months to identify and apprehend the person responsible for six armed robberies of Subway
stores in San Jose and seven additional armed robberies throughout
the Bay Area, including in Milpitas, Fremont, Union City, Redwood
City and Palo Alto, San Jose police said in a separate statement. Q
— Sue Dremann

Siblings plead guilty to $4M theft of laptops
A former Stanford University employee and her brother have
pleaded guilty to federal charges related to thefts of Apple MacBooks worth more than $4 million from Stanford University, federal prosecutors said on March 22.
Patricia Castaneda, 37, of San Carlos, pleaded guilty to one count
of federal program theft. Her brother, Eric Castaneda, 36, of Redwood City, pleaded to conspiracy to transport property interstate,
Acting U.S. Attorney Phillip A. Talbert said.
The Castanedas are two of four individuals — including one
who reportedly worked for Tesla in Palo Alto — who were charged
and have taken plea deals; they took part in a crime operation that
also involved an unnamed person from Folsom. The Folsom resident is alleged to have purchased hundreds of Apple MacBooks
from the four defendants for sale to others outside of California,
according to documents filed in court by the U.S. Attorney’s Office Eastern District of California.
Patricia Castaneda worked in the Stanford University School
of Humanities and Sciences, according to the documents. One of
her responsibilities was to order Apple MacBooks for university
faculty and staff. In 2009 or 2010, she allegedly began stealing
MacBooks she ordered and sold them for cash.
The Castanedas are scheduled for sentencing on June 7. Patricia
Castaneda faces a maximum penalty of 10 years in prison and a
$250,000 fine. Eric Castaneda faces a maximum penalty of five
years in prison and a $250,000 fine. The actual sentences are at
the court’s discretion, prosecutors said. Q
—Sue Dremann
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BY THE NUMBERS

People served by Laura's Law in San Francisco

82%

63%

54%

were previously
admitted into a
psychiatric hospital

were previously
incarcerated at least
once in San Francisco

had recently
experienced
homelessness

81%

17

0

previously required
emergency psychiatric
services

of 129 clients treated
through a mandatory
court order

clients needed
enforcement to
comply with treatment

Source: San Francisco Department of Public Health, Nov. 2015 - Dec. 2018

Laura’s Law
(continued from page 8)

Laura’s Law in Santa Clara County and that it was “non-stop frustration” to get his son to stay in
any VA treatment programs,
which he said make the false assumption that every veteran is
mentally capable of making the
right decisions for themselves.
“None of this would have happened had the treatment programs
for guys like my son been courtmandated. It blows my mind that
the VA doesn’t realize that guys
like my son need to be forced into
treatment programs,” Middlebrook said. “The system failed
my son miserably.”

Early success with
outpatient treatment
While Santa Clara County
remains steadfast in its opposition to Laura’s Law, other Bay
Area counties have warmed up
to the idea in recent years. San
Francisco launched its assisted
outpatient-treatment program in
2015 and found participants were
more likely to stick with a treatment regimen and less likely to
end up in a hospital or in jail.
San Mateo County has provided assisted outpatient treatment
for the last five years through the
nonprofit Caminar, which has a
cadre of mental health professionals and social workers helping
roughly 50 clients at a time. Fewer than 1% of patients have been
incarcerated or admitted into
an inpatient psychiatric hospital
since enrolling in the program,
said Mark Cloutier, Caminar’s
chief executive officer.
Cloutier said that Laura’s Law,
despite being conflated with a
loss of autonomy, is actually a
last-ditch effort to save someone’s
civil liberties. Without intervention through assisted outpatient
treatment, people with severe
mental illness who are not getting
treatment could very well end up
in a conservatorship, which would
shatter all pretenses of personal
liberty by putting treatment decisions in the hands of someone else.
“It’s important to think of (assisted outpatient treatment) as

an extra level of protection for
clients that gives them an opportunity for compliance before the
possibility of being conserved,”
Cloutier said.
Laura’s Law is also written with
precise language that tightly limits who can be forced into treatment. They must be an adult with
a severe mental disorder and be
“unlikely to survive” in the community without supervision. They
also have to have a history of failing to comply with voluntary
treatment and one or more serious or violent incidents in the last
two years.

It’s the treatment
services that assisted
outpatient treatment
provides — rather
than the compulsory
element — that leads to
all the positive results,
says Becky Moskowitz,
an attorney with the
Law Foundation of
Silicon Valley.
It’s a narrow approach, yet
Cloutier said he worries some
advocates think that Laura’s Law
will clean up the streets or somehow eliminate homelessness.
While there is an overlap between
homelessness and mental illness,
most will not qualify.
“For policy makers or the public who think AOT is going to
solve homelessness, that’s not how
it works,” he said. “The problem
with homelessness is much more
complicated than what a program
like this can actually do.”
California’s new law requires
Santa Clara County officials to
decide whether to opt into Laura’s
Law by July 1, reviving a debate
that has spanned nearly two decades. The county has long held
that assisted outpatient treatment
is redundant and that existing
programs reach far more people
than Laura’s Law ever could. In a
report last month, county behavioral health staff also suggested
that people of color could be
disproportionately subjected to

court-mandated treatment, which
has been the subject of scrutiny
in New York.
Eggman said claims of possible
inequity don’t hold water.
“I think the data shows the majority of people who have been
treated are Caucasian men between the age of 26 and 46,” she
said. “The data doesn’t hold up to
the emotional argument.”
Becky Moskowitz, an attorney
with the Law Foundation of Silicon Valley, said it’s the treatment
services that assisted outpatient
treatment provides — rather than
the compulsory element — that
leads to all the positive results
reported out of counties like San
Francisco and San Mateo. County
supervisors should not confuse
the two, she said. At a Feb. 17
committee meeting, she argued
that those with mental illness
would be better served by stable
housing, which is a key part of the
recovery process.
Cloutier said housing is a serious barrier to treatment in San
Mateo and that no real clinical
progress can be made for those
who are insecurely housed.
Housing subsidies are available
for those participating in assisted
outpatient treatment over its twoyear period, but all that progress
is at risk once they expire. Of the
people who have gone through the
program, 23% are homeless.
“Once you’ve stabilized someone and they lose their housing,
they are likely to go back to the
circumstances that had them referred to AOT in the first place,”
he said.
Though Eggman has advocated
for Laura’s Law, she said the intent of her bill is to force counties who have opted out to at least
take a hard look at reconsidering, which is exactly what Santa
Clara County is doing today. She
said assisted outpatient treatment
won’t be a cure-all and will only
affect a small population, which is
exactly the point.
“When it comes to mandating
something against peoples’ will,
it should be used very sparingly,”
she said. Q
Email Staff Writer Kevin
Forestieri at kforestieri@mvvoice.com.

Pulse
A weekly compendium
of vital statistics

POLICE CALLS
Palo Alto

March 25-March 31
Violence related
Addison Avenue, 3/5, 10:43 a.m.; sexual
assault attempt/rape.
El Camino Way, 3/24, 9:40 a.m.;
domestic violence/battery.
University Avenue, 3/27, 8:47 p.m.;
domestic violence/battery.
University Avenue, 3/28, 8:50 a.m.;
assault w/ deadly weapon.
Southampton Drive, 3/28, 11:35 p.m.;
domestic violence/assault.
Theft related
Embezzlement . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Fraud . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Grand theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Identity theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
Petty theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Shoplifting . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Vehicle related
Auto recovery . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
Bicycle theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5
Driving w/ suspended license . . . . . . . 1
Hit and run . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Stolen catalytic converter . . . . . . . . . . 1
Theft from auto . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6
Vehicle accident/minor injury . . . . . . . . 2
Vehicle accident/prop damage . . . . . . 2
Alcohol or drug related
Possession of drugs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Possession of paraphernalia . . . . . . . . 3
Under influence of drugs . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Miscellaneous
Casualty fall . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Found property . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
Lost property . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Psychiatric subject . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5
Suspicious circumstances . . . . . . . . . . 2
Vandalism . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4
Warrant/other agency . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3

Menlo Park

March 24-March 30
Violence related. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0
Theft related
Fraud . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Grand theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Vehicle related
Misc. traffic . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Miscellaneous
Fire call . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Follow up . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Found property . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Medical call . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Mental evaluation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Property for destruction . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Suspicious person . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Trespassing . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Vandalism . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Warrant arrest . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3

OBITUARIES
A list of local residents who
died recently:
Christopher Dan Bradley,
70, a Palo Alto native and former tennis director of Alpine
Hills Tennis & Swimming
Club in Portola Valley, died on
Jan. 16. Chet Frankenfield,
87, a Palo Alto resident and former member of the Los Altos
Parks and Recreation Commission and Planning Commission, died on March 27. Cathy
Frances Latterell, 94, a Palo
Alto resident of 51 years and
the former president of Friends
of the Palo Alto Children’s
Theatre, died on March 28.
To read full obituaries, leave
remembrances and post photos,
go to Lasting Memories at Palo
AltoOnline.com/obituaries. Q

Craig Wendall Laughton
April 30, 1950 – March 17, 2021
Counselor of Intl Education Program
Counselor of Int’l Education Program (Palo Alto, CA):
Provide educational guidance & counseling for int’l
students from China about education prgms, features,
educational goals, coursework, textbooks. Evaluate
students’ abilities thru aptitude assessments, interviews,
individual planning & guide them in choosing classes.
Provide guidance to potential int’l students during
recruiting, guide parents/students for application
decisions. MA in TESOL rltd + 1 yr exp w/ China-rltd Int’l
education prgm. Send resume to Sofia University at
renate.krogdahl@sofia.edu
To place an ad call 650.223.6597 or email digitalads@paweekly.com.

Chet Frankenfield
December 10, 1933 – March 27, 2021
Chester (Chet) Frankenfield died peacefully on March 27,
2021, in Palo Alto at the age of 87.
Born in Erwinna, Pennsylvania, a small rural community
in Bucks County, Chet attended elementary school in
a one-room schoolhouse for eight years. He received
his Bachelor of Science Degree from Ursinus College in
Pennsylvania. After graduation he enlisted in the Navy and
attended Officers Candidate School in Newport, Rhode
Island. After receiving his officer’s commission, he was
trained as a flight forecaster and meteorologist at the Naval
Postgraduate School in Monterey, California. While in the
Navy he wintered over in Antarctica for one year during
the International Geophysical Year in 1958-59. For his
effort in establishing an automatic weather station on the
Bellingshausen Sea coast, an Antarctic Glacier was named
in his honor.
He began his career as a software engineer with Control
Data Corporation in Palo Alto, California. He worked for
several other Silicon Valley companies before retiring after
fifteen years from GTE Government Systems in 1998. After
retirement, he started his own income tax preparation
business which he continued until his death.
Outside of work, Chet was a camp leader, fund raiser, and
Board of Directors member of the Palo Alto area YMCA
and was the leader of the Los Altos/Mountain View YMCA
Indian Guide program. He served as a referee, coach, and
Regional Commissioner of the Los Altos AYSO. Active in
Los Altos city politics, he served ten years on the Park and
Recreation Commission and eight years on the Planning
Commission. He was a board member of the Los Altos Bus
Barn Stage Company and the Los Altos Library Endowment
and was a founding board member of the Los Altos History
House Museum. After moving to Palo Alto, he remained
active in Los Altos, serving on the Grants Award Committee
of the Los Altos Community Foundation and treasurer of
the Morning Forum of Los Altos. He was a member and
former treasurer of the First Congregational Church of
Palo Alto, a board member and treasurer of the DudleyVehmeyer-Brown Memorial Foundation, and editor of the
Webster House Newsletter.
Chet enjoyed movies and theater, politics, computers,
and memoir writing. He traveled extensively by auto and
rail throughout the United States and visited all seven
continents. Preceded in death by his parents, Ruth Hillpot
and Jacob Frankenfield and six sisters, he is survived by
his wife of fifty-seven years, Pat; son Michael, daughter-inlaw Kelly, granddaughter Nicole; son Jeffrey, daughter-inlaw Camala Kolseth; sister Jeanne Shirk; and sister-in-law
Angela Vannucci.
Services will be held at the First Congregational Church
of Palo Alto, 1985 Louis Road, on May 15, 2021, at 2:00 p.m.
A reception will follow.
PAID

OBITUARY

Craig Laughton,
longtime resident
of College Terrace,
passed away on
Wed. March 17,
a victim of brain
cancer. Craig was
born in Salinas,
CA, and was
raised in Soledad,
CA. He attended
Gonzales
High
School where he
played baseball,
basketball,
and
football, and went
on to graduate
as the valedictorian. After graduation he attended Stanford
University and majored with a degree in Biology in 1972.
It was science that was his most revered area of study. He
devoted decades after graduating from Stanford to immunology
and lipid research, while employed at Syntex Research of Palo
Alto. Even after early retirement, he spent greater than 10 years
supporting young scientists as the administrator for the local
Science and Engineering Fair in Silicon Valley. He chaperoned
the best students to the California State Science Fair, and further
he helped support student participation at the International
Science Fair each year. It follows that he enthusiastically
supported the idea that scientists would be the ones who would
lead us out of the tailspin caused by the pandemic.
Craig was well known for his blogging presence on all issues
locally as well as the national political arenas. This interest led
to a spirited social media debate profile. Craig was a founding
member of the political action committee “Got Space” that was
instrumental in the construction of the Mayfield Athletic fields
at the corner of El Camino and Page Mill Rd. “Titan Coach” as
he was known in local youth baseball circles was the treasurer of
both the Palo Alto Little League and Babe Ruth baseball leagues.
He founded the first travel team in the area, the West Bay Titans.
Conversant on a wide variety of subjects, he was best known
for his ability to grasp nuances and to delve into depth into his
interest of the hour. He could entertain for hours on an obscure
bit of ancient history or argue an event of the day with educated
fury. Whether you countered his theories or were dismayed
by his tactics in arguing, you could never doubt his vigilance
in preparation or his sincerity of purpose. His daughter
recognized this priority when sharing that once her father was
done reuniting with family members in Heaven, he would then
set out to find Ronald Reagan for a righteous and overdue chat.
Most of all Craig was a family man. He retired early in
life from a successful career at Syntex to actively engage in
raising his family. He was convinced that children completed
and enhanced his life. Craig is survived by his wife of 39 yrs,
Ruthie Waters, his father John Edward Laughton, brother Steve
Laughton, children Allyson Santos and Karl Laughton, and
grandchildren Lahna Santos and John Jacob Santos.
Nurturer, confidant, Boy Scout leader, coach, and ardent fan
club member were just some of the hats he proudly wore. His
spirit will live on in the land owned by the family amongst the
rolling hills, east of Soledad, that he lovingly dubbed “The 80
Acres”. Those who loved him are in the agreement that his
curiosity, his love for life, his passion for family, and his loyalty
to friends will continue with those that remember him.
A private service for his immediate family will be held at his
ranch property later this month.
PAID

OBITUARY
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LET OUR BEST GUIDE YOU

We’re proud to honor the top-performing Coldwell Banker® agents, who deliver exceptional customer service every day.

INTERNATIONAL SOCIETY OF EXCELLENCE
Individuals

Team - Small

KAVANAUGH GROUP
Portola Valley
CalRE #00884747

HANNA SHACHAM
Menlo Park
CalRE #01073658

HUGH CORNISH
Menlo Park
CalRE #00912143

STEPHANIE ELKINS
Menlo Park
CalRE #00897565

JULIE LAU
Palo Alto
CalRE #01052924

NANCY GOLDCAMP
Palo Alto
CalRE #00787851

INTERNATIONAL
PRESIDENT’S PREMIER

INTERNATIONAL PRESIDENT’S ELITE

Individuals

Teams - Small

HOSSEIN JALALI
Menlo Park
CalRE #01215831

DOUGLAS ANDREW
GONZALEZ
Menlo Park
CalRE #00895924

WENDI SELIGAIMONETTI
Menlo Park
CalRE #01001476

SCHOELERMAN GROUP
Menlo Park
CalRE #01092400

Individuals

ELAINE BERLIN WHITE
Menlo Park
CalRE #01182467

MIA BANKS
Portola Valley
CalRE #01890669

JUDY SHEN
Palo Alto
CalRE #01272874

CAMILLE EDER
Menlo Park
CalRE #01394600

CARRIE DAVIS
Menlo Park
CalRE #01983911

TINA LI
Palo Alto
CalRE #02085908

JAN STROHECKER
Palo Alto
CalRE #00620365

CLARA LEE
Palo Alto
CalRE #01723333

VERONICA KOGLER
Menlo Park
CalRE #01788047

TOM HUFF
Palo Alto
CalRE #00922877

DIPALI SHAH
Menlo Park
CalRE #01249165
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INTERNATIONAL PRESIDENT’S CIRCLE
Team - Small

Individuals

THE AMELIA MIDDEL
TEAM
Menlo Park
CalRE #01103989

SUE CRAWFORD
Menlo Park
CalRE #00587710

CHRIS MCDONNELL
Menlo Park
CalRE #00870468

FERESHTEH
KHODADAD
Palo Alto
CalRE #00851932

JASMINE LEE
Menlo Park
CalRE #01961084

CHERYL RIVERA
SMITH
Palo Alto
CalRE #01890738

RINI SEN GUPTA
Palo Alto
CalRE #01896566

ELLEN ZHU
Palo Alto
CalRE #01945702

JOHN ALEXANDER
Menlo Park
CalRE #00938234

JUDY BYRNES
Portola Valley
CalRE #01178998

GINA GONZALES
Menlo Park
CalRE #01860444

MIKE SOKOLSKY
Palo Alto
CalRE #01402534

SHAWNNA SULLIVAN
Palo Alto
CalRE #00856563

CHRIS TAELEMANS
Menlo Park
CalRE #01139598

JIM MILTON
Menlo Park
CalRE #01833221

INTERNATIONAL DIAMOND SOCIETY
Teams - Small

Individuals

THE JOHNSTON
LAMPERT GROUP
Menlo Park
CalRE #01228365

JANET DORE &
JOHN SPILLER
Menlo Park
CalRE #00621176

MASAKO TAKEMURA
Palo Alto
CalRE #01763865

JOHN MARSHALL
Menlo Park
CalRE #01386617

DEBBIE NICHOLS
Palo Alto
CalRE #00955497

TORY FRATT
Menlo Park
CalRE #01441654

CRISTINA BLISS
Menlo Park
CalRE #01189105

MICHELE MORHENN
Portola Valley
CalRE #02006379

LOVINDA BEAL
Portola Valley
CalRE #00925698

GORDON FERGUSON
Palo Alto
CalRE #01038260

DOROTHY GURWITH
Palo Alto
CalRE #01248679

INGRID HUANG
Palo Alto
CalRE #01800367

JEFF BELTRAMO
Palo Alto
CalRE #01274256

MICHELLE CHANG
Palo Alto
CalRE #01412547

VALERIE TRENTER
Menlo Park
CalRE #01367578

JENNIFER LIU
Palo Alto
CalRE #01933885

INTERNATIONAL STERLING SOCIETY

CURTIS GRISHAM
Menlo Park
CalRE #02017290

MAHA NAJJAR
Palo Alto
CalRE #01305947

JANET CROSS
Menlo Park
CalRE #00951101

Menlo Park 650.324.4456 | Palo Alto 650.325.6161 | Portola Valley 650.851.1961 | ColdwellBankerHomes.com
Afﬁliated real estate agents are independent contractor sales associates, not employees. ©2021 Coldwell Banker. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker logos are trademarks of Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. The Coldwell Banker ® System is comprised of company owned ofﬁces which are owned
by a subsidiary of Realogy Brokerage Group LLC and franchised ofﬁces which are independently owned and operated. The Coldwell Banker System fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act.
21F1Y0_SF_3/21
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ATHERTON | $7,250,000
Located on Atherton's eponymous street, 140 Atherton Avenue unites classic & timeless elegance w/today’s luxury, while maintaining the home's circa 1926 heritage. A gated entrance and ivy-covered wall offer
complete seclusion from the street beyond & lead to this extra-deep lot in a beautiful location. A well-appointed 2-bedroom guest house w/full kitchen is located at the rear of the property.
Hugh Cornish & Associates 650.619.6461 | hcornish@cbnorcal.com
CalRE #00912143
Stephanie Elkins Van Linge 650.400.2933 | stephanie.elkins@cbnorcal.com
CalRE #00897565

PORTOLA VALLEY | $3,850,000
This beautifully remodeled 2-story shingled Portola Valley Ranch home blends the traditions of the past with a fresh, contemporary aesthetic.
Hugh Cornish & Associates 650.619.6461 | hcornish@cbnorcal.com
CalRE #00912143
Stephanie Elkins Van Linge 650.400.2933 | stephanie.elkins@cbnorcal.com
CalRE #00897565

SAN JOSE | $1,425,000
This inviting 3br/1.5ba home w/cathedral ceilings, French doors, backyard patio, 2-car garage & a side yard storage shed is sparkling clean and ready for the next homeowner. Fantastic location on a beautiful street. Close to
shopping centers and all that Willow Glen and Silicon Valley have to offer!
Camille Eder
650.464.4598
camille.eder@gmail.com
CalRE #01394600

ColdwellBankerHomes.com

guiding you home since 1906

The property information herein is derived from various sources that may include, but not be limited to, county records and the Multiple Listing Service, and it may include approximations. Although the information is believed to be accurate, it is not warranted and you should not rely upon it without personal veriﬁcation. Real estate agents afﬁliated with Coldwell
Banker Realty and Coldwell Banker Devonshire are independent contractor sales associates, not employees. ©2021 Coldwell Banker. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker logos are trademarks of Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. The Coldwell Banker System is comprised of company owned ofﬁces which are owned by a subsidiary
of Realogy Brokerage Group LLC and franchised ofﬁces which are independently owned and operated. The Coldwell Banker System fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act.
®
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SAN JOSE | $1,199,000
Welcome to this spectacular end-unit executive townhome in the heart of Silicon Valley! This is the largest unit in the Parkside complex. Spacious & sophisticated 3br/3ba end-unit townhome with 2 ﬁreplaces, a versatile
bonus room, and a luxurious master suite.
Dana Willson
650.917.4256
dwillson@cbnorcal.com
CalRE #01292552

LOS ALTOS | $1,198,000
Beautiful and remodeled, well-Located condo on a peaceful yet convenient, tree-lined street in the heart of downtown Los Altos. The small complex offers a pool, with a cozy bright foyer entrance and elevator, secured
underground parking, extra storage, and an additional one open space parking.
Farideh Zamani
650.814.6433
farideh.zamani@cbnorcal.com
CalRE #01364595

EAST PALO ALTO | $1,099,000
1 property, 2 homes! Main house - 3br/2ba - kitchen w/granite & SS appliances + separate, detached 1br/1ba home. This is an ideal location just moments to shopping, transportation, schools and a short
drive or bike ride to Google, Amazon, and Facebook. Don’t miss out on the opportunity to own this prime piece of property in Silicon Valley.
Miriam Porras 408.644.5041
CalRE #02002039
Amelia Middel 650.704.3064
CalRE #01103989

ColdwellBankerHomes.com

guiding you home since 1906

The property information herein is derived from various sources that may include, but not be limited to, county records and the Multiple Listing Service, and it may include approximations. Although the information is believed to be accurate, it is not warranted and you should not rely upon it without personal veriﬁcation. Real estate agents afﬁliated with Coldwell
Banker Realty and Coldwell Banker Devonshire are independent contractor sales associates, not employees. ©2021 Coldwell Banker. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker logos are trademarks of Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. The Coldwell Banker System is comprised of company owned ofﬁces which are owned by a subsidiary
of Realogy Brokerage Group LLC and franchised ofﬁces which are independently owned and operated. The Coldwell Banker System fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act.
®
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Editorial

Nearing zero
transparency
City Council should reverse police department
decision to silence its radio communications

I

n the late 1800s, when police began using vehicles in the United States, officers had no radios and could only be reached
using special red lights located near major intersections or on
tall buildings. When the officers saw the red light, activated from
the police station, they would use a police phone box on the street
or find a nearby telephone to call in for instructions.
One-way radios, which enabled officers on patrol to receive
dispatches from headquarters, but not transmit a response, were
first introduced almost a century ago in Detroit. San Francisco,
Berkeley and Pasadena quickly followed suit.
Then in a major advancement, in 1933 the Bayonne, New Jersey, police became the first department to use two-way radios.
Within a few years, cities all over the country adopted the new
technology.
Since radio transmissions were over the public airwaves and
open to anyone with a receiver to listen in, hobbyists, curious
members of the public and the news media began following police
activity going on in their city. It became an essential reporting tool
for journalists. Without it, the public would only know what the
police chooses to tell them in press releases.
Today, the ability to monitor police dispatch communications
with officers is the only way for the media and public to have any
independent visibility into police activity as it is happening, unless one stumbles upon it. Police scanners have been monitored by
virtually every local news organization and allow editors to keep
one ear out for what is going on in the community.
When a major incident occurs, it is immediately obvious because of the increase in radio traffic, enabling reporters and photographers to cover it when appropriate. Without this monitoring,
the media have no ability to inform the public, quell rumors or
observe police practices and conduct in real time.
In Palo Alto, this all came to an abrupt end on Jan. 5, when Police Chief Robert Jonsen unilaterally made the decision to encrypt
all police communication frequencies due to his belief at the time,
he says, that he was required to do so by the state Department of
Justice in order to protect personal identifying information about
suspects, such as drivers’ license numbers, from being overheard.
Encrypting makes the radio traffic understandable only by specially equipped police radios. For everyone else, the police frequencies are now silent.
Other police departments in the area are now following Palo
Alto. In spite of a national call for more transparency into police behavior, our law enforcement leaders are doing exactly the
opposite.
Three years ago, as scattered police departments around the
state began encryption, law enforcement lobbying groups killed
a bill in the legislature to require police to provide the media
with access to radio transmissions when departments implement
encryption measures, similar to the right journalists have to cross
police lines as long as it does not interfere with the police activity.
On Monday, the Palo Alto City Council will hear a report on
police operations from Chief Jonsen that will provide elected officials the chance to question this policy and reverse his January
action. The directive from the state Department of Justice did not
require encryption, only that departments adopt a way to prevent
personal identifying information regarding suspects from being
heard by the public.
There are at least three options short of blocking all communications that will achieve the required privacy protections: implementing encryption only on the non-dispatch frequencies, keeping
the primary dispatch frequency un-encrypted; issue an encrypted
radio receiver to news organizations that meet certain reasonable
requirements; or implement a real-time automated dispatch log/
alert system similar to that used by the fire department, providing
a live feed of all calls for service, their status and the dispatched
units.
In early March Jonsen took a step in the right direction when he
asked the state Department of Justice if Palo Alto could temporarily revert back to unencrypted communication while it looked at
other options. Most other police agencies plan on taking months
before implementing a solution, and Palo Alto should do the same.
The City Council should direct Chief Jonsen and City Manager
Ed Shikada to return with a plan that does not take away the only
means of monitoring police activity in the city.
No other city department operates with as little transparency
as the police. At a time when the need for public scrutiny of police conduct has never been greater, we can’t afford to make that
transparency worse. Q
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Spectrum
Editorials, letters and opinions

An Alternative View

The power outage:
From a lemon to lemonade
By Diana Diamond

A

t 5 p.m. on Saturday, my
power went out, along
with 7,000 other Palo
Alto residents’. I think for all of
us on the Peninsula, power outages occasionally occur, so this
was our turn
— residents in
the 94301 and
94306 areas.
My husband
tried to report
it. He called the
Palo Alto Utilities emergency
number, but
there was no answer. He tried several times and finally heard a robot woman say, “If you want to report an outage, call this number.”
When it was answered, he was
asked to go down the telephone
tree — do you have a question on
billing, your account, etc. Finally, to report an outage, press #4
(or some number she said). First
question: Do you want a technician to call you to help you with
your problem? If not, he was to
call a different number. (We were
using our cell phones and mine
was only 25% charged.) I went to
look at the city’s outage map. “No
outages reported,” the screen said.
He called the Office of Emergency Services. No answer. I went
back to the Utilities number. Repeated calls were disconnected —
several times.
No news on CBS or on email,
and our local emergency radio
station, KZSU, was playing music.
We looked at each other and
decided to opt for our 6 p.m. dinner reservations at La Boheme on
California Avenue — if their electricity was on. And what follows
is a fun tale of how people react to
a power loss (or any comparable
experience).
The maître d’ said all of California Avenue had no power.
Their own kitchen had no windows so it was dark. All they had
was cold bread. So, we each had a
glass of wine — and three slices
of bread. One of the waitresses
went home to get her generator to
use in the dark kitchen. Another
waitress said she could offer cold
food — oysters or salmon tartare or.... After I heard oysters I
stopped listening. My husband
wanted a leafy green salad. A

nearby table stopped the waitress and said, “Two more orders
of oysters.” He waved at me for
thinking of oysters.
“Did you find any info on your
computer?” I asked.
Another man nearby said, “No.
I’ve been checking everywhere
but there’s no information about
the outage.”
The man behind us said that
the outage was a big one and went
up to Atherton. Next to him the
woman said she understood it hit
the whole Bay Area.
Someone else said that the
blackout was supposed to be over
at 9 p.m. The waiter chimed in
that he’d heard there was a problem at the park on Park Boulevard, where a mylar balloon got
caught in the power lines.
The woman two tables over
suggested we “ban the balloons.”
Someone else said we should just
ban kids with balloons. Another
facetiously said that maybe we
should just ban babies.
And so, we ate the oysters,
bread and a leafy green salad
while watching the table hopping.
By the time we left at 7:15 p.m,
most of the customers waved to
us. We waved back.
It was one of the funnest dinners I’ve had in a couple of years
— a new experience talking with
everyone in the outside eating
area. And the oysters from Oregon (with a lemon slice) were
wonderful.
The maître d’ said the blackout
was a big surprise — and such
a big loss. Business was coming
back, and for the first time in
months, the restaurant was fully
booked. Unfortunately, only 10%
showed up.
“We lost 90% tonight, including
all the extra food we bought for a
full restaurant.”
I respect how they all tried hard
and did a great job.
We came home at 7:30 p.m. and
our lights were on!
Things really need to be fixed
in the city’s emergency services
system. All the telephone numbers we called to try to report our
outage were useless. The outage
maps didn’t appear until at least
one-and-a-half hours after the
power break. I thought the dedicated purpose of our emergency

system was to keep residents
informed.
I write this on Monday, and I
still don’t know details about the
outage, except that something
happened at the Park Boulevard
substation No. 4. Why the silence?
I get all Utilities Department notices and agendas sent to me. But
not today. We all feel better if we
know what’s happening and when
it may be fixed. Just knowing
makes a mental difference.
The city is talking about having new residences and offices
be all-electric. The “good for the
environment” flag was waved before the City Council, and they
saluted. But what if the electricity
goes down again? What if one of
those helium balloons disturbs the
system? What if a plane accidentally lands on utility lines in East
Palo Alto as happened several
years ago?
What if our electric cars aren’t
charged? Then, city officials,
what do residents do?
What I learned from this experience: Keep several flashlights
around the house; keep candles
and matches ready for use; keep
your car gas tank reasonably
filled; charge your electric car
every night; keep you cell phones
charged; post utility emergency
telephone numbers on your refrigerator; keep telephone numbers of
your neighbors available on a cell
phone; have a cell phone charger
in your car; and, of course, have a
good book ready to read in a dark
house. Q
Diana Diamond is a longtime
Palo Alto journalist, editor
and author of the blog “An
Alternative View,” which can
be found at PaloAltoOnline.
com/blogs. You can email her at
DianaLDiamond@gmail.com.

Check out
Town Square!
Hundreds of local topics are
being discussed by local
residents on Town Square, a
reader forum sponsored by
the Weekly at PaloAltoOnline.
com/square. Post your own
comments, ask questions or
just stay up on what people are
talking about around town!
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A & Entertainment
Arts
A weekly guide to music, theater, art, culture, books and more, edited by Karla Kane

T

he artwork of Kelly Morgen
is small in scale but rich in
meaning. While perusing her
collection you will encounter ancient goddesses, fairy-tale figures,
Arthurian legends and animal talismans, made from precious metals,
tiny jewels and recycled piano keys.
The Mountain View jeweler draws
from mythology, folklore and psychology, as well as the art nouveau
and arts and crafts movements, with
their emphasis on ornate, graceful
designs inspired by nature.
“Every piece has a story,” Morgen said. “People seem to really
resonate with my work on a deeper
level.”
While her pieces may be ethereal in style and mystical in nature, their physical creation comes
from hard work and painstaking
craftsmanship.
Starting with a flat sheet of sterling silver, Morgen uses a small
hand-saw to carve out the first layer,
then saws out the small decorative

details and solders them together
with a flame torch to fuse the
metal. She scrimshaws the faces of
her portraits on ivory keys gleaned
from her grandmother’s old piano
(or occasionally mother of pearl or
opal). Behind it all, she often sets a
colorful stone, making each necklace reversible. Being completely
handcrafted, each piece, depending
on its complexity, takes from weeks
to months — or more — to finish.
She happily takes commissions,
but Morgen said she often works
intuitively, following her initial inspiration with an investigation into
who or what the design might turn
out to be, feeling a sense of recognition when she’s on the right track.
“I usually sketch the goddess
first, from an idea in my mind,
and her companion animals, her
symbols,” she explained. “Then I
do some research and look up who
that goddess is and so many times
it’s like, ‘Oh yeah!’ Oftentimes I
feel that it’s just sort of magically
happening. I’ve never not found a
goddess, I’ve always found the one

she’s supposed to be.”
Personal favorites in her pantheon include fellow animal lovers
Artemis and Diana, the (Greek and
Roman, respectively) goddesses of
the wilderness and the moon.
“They’re very independent and
free-spirited,” she said. She’s also
partial to her “Astrea” design —
“the big, expensive, elaborate one,”
she said with a laugh — a depiction of a celestial figure bedecked
in golden stars and small diamonds,
its details much more complex than
any she’d done before.
“Astrea” is based on the painting
“Zodiac” by art nouveau master
Alphonse Mucha, Morgen’s alltime favorite artist. In fact, she’s
one of only two jewelers worldwide licensed by the Mucha family,
whom she met in England after a
monthslong metalsmithing workshop in 2015, to recreate his work.
“That’s the accomplishment I’m
most proud of,” she said.
Making a living as an independent artist is a difficult prospect,
and calls upon other skill sets in

Courtesy Kelly Morgen

Mountain View jeweler Kelly Morgen creates her pieces entirely by hand, often incorporating keys
gleaned from her grandmother’s old piano.
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addition to talent and diligence.
Morgen said she also has a knack
for business: making spreadsheets,
crunching numbers and record
keeping (growing up in a family of
mathematicians may have helped).
“And there’s a bit of creativity
to business, to say, ‘OK, what else
could I do?’” she said.
Willingness to experiment with
new marketing tools and technology has become all the more valuable
during the coronavirus crisis, she
said, with her usual income source
— participating in about 10 art fairs
and festivals a year, including in
Palo Alto, Mountain View and Los
Altos — cut off indefinitely, forcing
her business completely online.
Through her website and her social media channels she now shows
off such skills as videography, photography and even voice-over, filming promos for each piece and holding livestream events to showcase
her collection. She admitted she’s
not fully comfortable with selling
via social media yet — “I feel a
little bit like a talk show host,” she
said — but so far, so good.
“I just have this passionate persistence; whatever I’m really passionate about, I just keep at it; I try every
different avenue until it works. And
I’ve done OK, I’ve managed to keep
it working,” she said.
Morgen grew up in Marin County, then headed east to Williams
College, where she majored in art
and psychology — twin interests
reflected in her current practice —
and began to explore what would
become her signature style.
“I’ve always been obsessed with
drawing and painting, and art nouveau is so timeless, so feminine.
And I was interested in the psychology perspective, of giving art
meaning just beyond being something beautiful,” she said.
During a study abroad term in

Courtesy Kelly Morgen

By Karla Kane

Top: Kelly Morgen’s “Gaia”
necklace represents the
incarnation of Mother Nature.
Above: Her “Astrea” design
is based on a painting by art
nouveau master Alphonse Mucha.
Florence, Italy, Morgen took her
first metalsmithing course, which
she loved so much, she ended up
getting an apprenticeship with the
master goldsmith there and staying
for a year.
“’That’s what I want to do; I’m
100% going to be a jeweler,’” she
recalled telling herself.
Back in the U.S., she met artist,
silversmith and Cherokee medicine
man Heyoka Merrifield, who became her biggest mentor.
“He was the one who taught me
how to infuse my work with meaning and to work with archetypes,”
she said.
She founded her business, Kelly
Morgen Jewelry, in 2005, and has
been based in Mountain View,
where she said she enjoys the
youthful demographic and lively
art scene, since 2010.
Thinking back over her career
and journey thus far, “there’s a sort
of kismet to it as well. I’ve been
lucky. I think a lot of it is just connecting with people who resonate
with the things you love,” Morgen
mused. “We all have these kinds of
needs for stories and archetypes in
our life; fairy tales and folktales. It
fulfills something we all are searching for inside.”
More information is available at
kellymorgen.com. Q
Email Arts & Entertainment
Editor Karla Kane at kkane@
paweekly.com.

Arts & Entertaiment

Some Stanford art venues
announce upcoming
reopening plans for spring
Cantor Arts Center, Anderson Collection, Frost
Amphitheater will gradually reopen starting in April

S

huttered for a year thanks
to COVID-19, Stanford
University’s arts venues
will gradually reopen for in-person visitors starting in April, according to a release from Stanford
News Service. While reopening
plans are, of course, subject to
change depending on the public
health situation, local arts lovers
can feel optimistic this spring with
Stanford’s latest announcement.
The Cantor Arts Center will
open to 25% capacity starting on
April 21 (Stanford faculty, students and staff will be allowed
in starting the weekend before).
Museum hours will be Wednesday to Sunday, 11 a.m. to 5 p.m.,
with members allowed in at 10
a.m. during the first week of reopening. Free, timed tickets are
required for every visitor and
can be reserved online starting
the week before reopening. The
exhibition “When Home Won’t
Let You Stay” will be on view
through May 30.
“Public tours, group and class

visits, and programs will remain
virtual and no in-person events
will be scheduled at this time,”
according to the Cantor’s website.
Next door, the Anderson Collection will open its first floor to
25% capacity, exhibiting “Formed
and Fired: Contemporary American Ceramics” and “Hostile Terrain 94” through May 2, after
which it will be closed for the
summer for planned maintenance
and reopen in the autumn.
The Cantor and Anderson Collection have set up a special web
page for updated information regarding their planned reopening,
including information on health
and safety policies.
In the realm of performing
arts, Frost Amphitheater, Stanford’s outdoor concert venue, will
reopen in the spring for movie
screenings and — conditions allowing — transition back to live
performances over the summer.
More information will be forthcoming at live.stanford.edu. Q
— Karla Kane

Answers to this week’s puzzles, which can be found on page 39.
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Eating Out
Plus, a customer is taking over Palo Alto’s Vino Locale

I

n the latest news on the
Midpeninsula food scene,
Humphry Slocombe confirmed plans to bring its wildly
popular ice cream to downtown
Redwood City, the owners of
Vino Locale wine bar in downtown Palo Alto are handing over
the business to a customer, and
a recent transplant to Mountain
View is opening a craft barbecue
pop-up featuring an upstate New
York specialty.

Ice cream expansion

Customer to take
over Vino Locale
The owners of Vino Locale
have sold the downtown Palo Alto
wine bar to a customer with a passion for food and wine.
Co-owners JC Andrade and
Debra Szecsei will be turning over
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well as takeout and delivery. Live
music will return to the backyard
garden patio soon. Go to vinolocalepaloalto.com.

He was surprised at the relative
dearth of quality barbecue in the
Bay Area, besides spots like Horn
Barbecue in Oakland, Capelo’s
Barbecue in Redwood City and
Mesquite & Oak in San Jose.
Barbecue from
Irwin said his barbecue is
Texas, Kansas and ...
rooted in upstate New York but
New York?
also reflects Texas and Kansas
In upstate New York, where styles. He makes smoked brisket
Brandon Irwin grew up, the with miso peach barbecue sauce,
spiedie sandwich reigned bone-in chuck short ribs and St.
Louis-style pork ribs with jalapesupreme.
The skewered chicken is typi- ño honey glaze. He cooks all the
cally marinated in herbs and vin- meats in an offset smoker, which
has a fire box where
egar for three days,
wood burns, requiring
grilled over open
skilled supervision.
flames until charred
“You’re managand served on Italian
ing that fire by hand.
bread. People comYou’re usually cookpete to make the best
ing in smaller batchspiedies at the state
es,” he said. “That, to
fair, along with other
me, is what craft barregional barbecue
becue means ... learndishes.
ing the craft of fire
“Upstate New York,
management and how
to me, is one of barit impacts the flavor
becue’s best kept seBrandon Irwin
and texture of a piece
crets,” Irwin said.
Irwin is bringing a taste of of meat 18 hours later.”
The smoked meats — sourced
upstate New York barbecue and
other styles to the Peninsula at B’s from Creekstone Farms in KanCraft BBQ, a pop-up he’s launch- sas — all come with pickled
ing out of his Mountain View onions, brown butter cornbread
and cider pickles. He cooks the
home this weekend.
Irwin is a former sports coach, cornbread in a cast iron skiluniversity assistant professor and let and serves it with whipped
community organizer who was honey butter. Irwin also makes a
raised by a chef. Before moving mac and cheese, cooked over live
to California, he spent time in fire, with aged cheddar, Parmesan, pepper jack and mozzarella,
Maine, Kansas and Los Angeles.
As a newcomer to Mountain crusted with panko bread crumbs
View during the pandemic, it and herbs.
Whole cuts of smoked meat,
was hard to find work, so Irwin
decided to start his own venture. fresh or cooled and vacuum
sealed, are also available for
purchase.
“I think of it as a project, an
experiment,” Irwin said of his
pop-up. “The things I do well are
grounded in this low and slow,
Texas-style barbecue. I’m in the
process of experimenting with
combining these barbecue (styles)
and these different flavors.”
Going forward, he plans to release menus on Mondays for curbside pickup in Mountain View on
Saturdays. Orders will close on
Tuesdays or when sold out.
To order for opening day on
Sunday, April 4, go to bscraftbbq.
com. And look for the spiedies the
following Saturday, April 10. Q
Email Staff Writer Elena
Kadvany at ekadvany@paweekly.
Brandon Irwin’s barbecue pop-up, which is opening in Mountain
com.
View on April 4, offers a selection of smoked meats and sides.
the charming Victorian house on
Kipling Street to Nima Alizadeh, they announced in an email.
Alizadeh is a “customer-turnedowner who appreciates the unique
charm and potential of Vino Locale,” they wrote. He also owns
Beta Lounge, a bar in Berkeley.
Alizadeh will be refreshing the
space and making some changes,
the email reads.
The original owners, Randy
Robinson and Harry Johnson,
opened Vino Locale 16 years
ago. Szecsei and other co-owners
took over in 2012. In 2018, they
opened a second Vino Locale in
Santa Cruz, where Szecsei lives.
Szecsei said it became difficult
running the Palo Alto wine bar
from Santa Cruz, and she also decided to retire. Andrade left Vino
Locale in 2019 but returned during the pandemic to help manage
the wine bar.
“We’ve been through so much
this past year, and we really appreciate just how special Vino Locale is to the community,” Szecsei said. “Nima plans to continue
what Randy and Harry started
back in 2005. I really believe that
Palo Alto needs a place like Vino
Locale: an old Victorian turned
into a wine bar, with outdoor garden seating year-round, offering
local food, wine, art and music.
It’s home to so many.”
Vino Locale adapted during the
coronavirus shutdown by making
food for people in need, delivering 2,600 donated meals to local
shelters and low-income people.
The wine bar is open again
for indoor and outdoor dining as

Courtesy Brandon Irwin

Veronica Weber

Nina Alizadeh is taking over Vino Locale on Kipling Street.

Humphry Slocombe’s banana split ice cream includes strawberrybanana ice cream with crushed chocolate cookies.

Courtesy Brandon Irwin

San Francisco ice cream favorite Humphry Slocombe is coming
to downtown Redwood City this
fall.
Humphry Slocombe will open
its first Peninsula store at 2075
Broadway, Suite 1, co-owner Sean
Vahey confirmed.
“After opening two locations in
SF and two locations in the East
Bay, the natural area to expand is
the Peninsula,” Vahey said. “Our
fans have been asking us for a location further south for a while
and we found the perfect location in Redwood City. Broadway
is such a great, dynamic street for
food and we felt like there were a
lot of complementary businesses
there.”
Vahey and Jake Godby opened
Humphry Slocombe in 2008.
Godby had worked as a pastry
chef in San Francisco and Vahey
was a food and beverage manager
at the Hyatt and the Four Seasons. They soon became known
for their inventive, often-changing
ice cream flavors — in particular
the “Secret Breakfast,” bourbon

By Elena Kadvany
ice cream with cornflake cookies
mixed in. Other flavors have included balsamic caramel, brown
sugar fennel, Meyer lemon pound
cake and strawberry candied
jalapeño.
Humphry Slocome also
serves sundaes and ice cream
sandwiches.
Humphry Slocombe has been
delivering pints on the Peninsula since 2019, when the owners
joined DoorDash’s shared commissary kitchen in Redwood City.
Humphry Slocombe also now
delivers out of a ghost kitchen in
Palo Alto.
In the months leading up to
opening the Redwood City shop,
the owners plan to bring an ice
cream truck to Broadway to serve
scoops, sundaes and floats.
Vahey and Godby are using a
nontraditional approach to raising
funds to open the Redwood City
location: a San Francisco crowdfunding platform called SMBX,
through which people can invest
as little as $10 and get paid back
in monthly installments with
interest. Humphry Slocombe is
aiming to raise $250,000 through
SMBX, half to refinance existing
debt and the other half for the
new store.

Courtesy Humphry Slocombe

Coming soon, Humphry Slocombe
ice cream and New York-style BBQ

Eating Out

Kozy Brothers

DE MARTINI
ORCHARD

ShopTalk
TWO SUBWAY SHOPS
CLOSE ... Two Palo Alto
Subway sandwich shops have
permanently closed their doors
within weeks of one another:
The shop at 421 California
Ave. shuttered at the end of
February and the shop at 205
University Ave. on March 24.
“Closed” signs were posted
on the doors at each shop for
the past few weeks, directing
customers to other nearby
Subway locations — there
are four additional Palo Alto
sites, including one at Stanford
University. Amanda Lee, who
co-owned the two franchise
eateries with her husband,
Amos Wu, confirmed last
week that the closures are
permanent. “COVID-19 affected
us a lot,” said Lee, who has
operated Subway restaurants
in Palo Alto since 2003. “The
rent is very high in Palo Alto,
and we lost many employees
during COVID.” Lee said Steam,
the downtown Palo Alto dim
sum restaurant next door to
the University Avenue Subway
location, plans to expand its
kitchen and take over that site.
There are no plans yet for the
California Avenue restaurant,
which Lee and her husband
operated since purchasing the
business from its original owner
in 2008. Lee also owns two
other Palo Alto Subway shops,
including the one at Stanford
University. She said there are
no plans at this time to shut
down those locations, which
are now employing some of the
workers from the California and
University avenues shops.

— L.L.
MARRIOTT OPENS REGION’S
FIRST NEW HOTEL ... After a
yearlong struggle to stay afloat
during the COVID-19 era, the
hotel industry may be showing
signs of a bounce back in Palo
Alto with the opening of the
region’s reportedly first new
hotel since the outbreak of the
coronavirus in March 2020. AC
Hotel by Marriott Palo Alto is
scheduled to open its doors at
744 San Antonio Road the first
week of April. The five-story,
144-room hotel, which will
serve both business and leisure
travelers, features more than
2,100 square feet of meeting
and event space as well as
outdoor fireplaces, a pool, a
fitness center, a lounge, and a
kitchen that will serve Spanishinspired breakfast daily,
according to the company’s
website. General Manager
Michael Lerman told the East
Bay Times earlier this week that
the hotel is seeing “really good
reservation patterns from the
community. We have bookings
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from some people all the way
through December.” AC Hotel,
which is part of the Marriott
International group, is geared
toward a more hip, urban and
cosmopolitan feel. The hotel is
part of Marriott’s two-complex
hotel campus on the Mountain
View border at 744 and 748
San Antonio Road that gained
approval during Palo Alto’s
hotel boom in 2017. The project,
when completed, will also
include a Marriott Courtyard on
the site. Both hotels will share a
courtyard.

— L.T.
SPECIALTY’S MAKES A
COMEBACK ... Specialty’s
is back. The Bay Area-born
cafe chain, which filed for
bankruptcy and closed all
locations last May, reopened
March 1 at 645 Ellis St. in
Mountain View. “Specialty’s’
original founders, Craig and
Dawn, missed the business, so
they’ve returned and they’ve
brought their (now grown!) kids
with them,” the Specialty’s
website states. “We’ve
downsized to just one location
and have updated the menu
with new delicious creations.
This will allow us to focus on
the great food and customer
experience.” The owners
did not immediately respond
to a request for comment.
The company, which Dawn
Sandnes and Craig Saxton
founded in San Francisco in
1987, once ran more than 50
cafes in California, Washington
and Illinois. Specialty’s was
a workday lunch favorite,
particularly for its cookies.
When the business announced
it would give away frozen
cookie dough before shutting
down last spring, people
flocked to the Specialty’s
warehouse in Redwood City.
According to a Facebook post,
2,000 lucky customers got
boxes of frozen cookie dough.
The reopened Specialty’s has
new sandwiches, salads and
pastries — from a porchetta
sandwich to a Moroccan kale
salad and morning buns — but
the “same cookies — we’re not
crazy!” the company wrote on
Facebook. The owners plan to
reopen more locations “based
on customer demand,” the
Specialty’s website states. Q

ROMBAUER
CHARDONNAY

R ED B ELL

H ADEN

N EW I TEM

MANGOES PEPPERS AMLMONDS
$ 99
$ 89
$ 99
¢
34

C ARNEROS
V INTAGE
2019

REG. $3799

ARCONA

LARGE
SIZE
SWEET
AND
JUICY

99 1
EA

LARGE
SIZE
EXTRA
FANCY

H AWAIIAN

GREAT FOR
EASTER MORNING

BRIDOR

CROISSANTS

LB

PLAIN
OLIVE OIL
SPICY
TRUFFLE

6

3.5 OZ

PAPAYAS ARTICHOKES S WEETALY
D ESSERTS
$ 99
$ 00 I J
L
$ 99
.

BEST
FLAVOR
VERY
SWEET

H EIRLOOM

3

B

GROWN
FROM
ROOTSTOCK

25
F OR

N A

7

CURBSIDE PICK UP AVAIL ABLE
DIFFERENT
CHECK OUR WEBSITE FOR DETAILS . FLAVORS

AR

3

EACH

OPEN DAILY 8AM-7PM • PRICES EFFECTIVE 3/31 thru 4/6

Peninsula Volunteers, Inc...

AUTHORS

presents

Salon

Sunday, April 11 at 2:30 p.m.
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Jan Yanehiro, renowned broadcaster, will be the moderator for our fabulous
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Compiled by the Weekly
staff; this week written by
Lloyd Lee, Elena Kadvany
and Linda Taaffe. Got leads
on interesting and newsworthy retail developments?
The Weekly will check
them out. Email shoptalk@
paweekly.com.
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T

he pandemic may have changed the meaning of “normal life,” but it hasn’t
hampered the plethora of local opportunities available for those looking to
take up a new hobby or learn a new skill. Local gyms, art studios and schools
have all made the pivot to online learning to cater to the community in a time
of social distancing. But the spring also welcomes the reintroduction to a few
in-person classes this year: Dance outdoors, do yoga, and send your children
back to class once again. It’s all here in the Spring Class Guide of 2021. Be sure to
contact or check the listing’s website for the latest information.
The Class Guide is published quarterly by the Palo Alto Weekly, The Almanac and
the Mountain View Voice.

Business & Tech

Sports & Outdoors

CareerGenerations

Baylands Golf Links

2225 E. Bayshore Road
Palo Alto
650-619-2214
info@careergenerations.com
careergenerations.com
CareerGenerations currently offers group workshops and 1:1
help via Zoom to meet the career
needs of a variety of individuals,
including college students looking for internships, and graduates and professionals exploring
career options or looking for
employment.

1875 Embarcadero Road
Palo Alto
650-856-0881
baylandsgolflinks.com
Private lessons teaching golf
techniques, rules and etiquette
are available at any level of experience. Check online for spring
registration.

ReBoot Accelerator
for Women

585 Broadway, Redwood City
650-387-3743
reboot@rebootaccel.com
rebootaccel.com
ReBoot Accelerator for Women
keeps local women current, connected and confident about reentering the workforce through
workshops taught by instructors
from LinkedIn, Google, Apple
and social media experts.

Dance
Dance Connection

4000 Middlefield Road, L-5
Palo Alto
650-322-7032 / info@
danceconnectionpaloalto.com
danceconnectionpaloalto.com
Dance Connection offers a mix
of in-person, online, hybrid and
outdoor dance classes tailored for
preschool-age children (beginning at age 3), youth and adults
of all levels. Ballet, jazz, tap,
hip-hop, lyrical, Pilates and other
instruction is available. Spring
registration is ongoing until Memorial Day, May 31.
Zohar School of Dance &
Company

4000 Middlefield Road, L-4
Palo Alto
650-494-8221
zohardance@gmail.com
zohardancecompany.org
With roots going back to 1979,
Zohar School of Dance holds
a range of adult dance classes
in jazz, contemporary, modern,
ballet, musical theater and tap.
Livestream classes via Zoom are
available.

Kim Grant Tennis Academy

3005 Middlefield Road
Palo Alto
650-752-8061
admin@kimgranttennis.com
kimgranttennis.com
The Kim Grant Tennis Academy
organizes an array of tennis classes and programs for adults and
children, including those with special needs. Registration for spring
clinics now open.

Health & Fitness
SoulCycle

600 Stanford Shopping Center
Palo Alto
650-784-7510
soulpaloalto@soul-cycle.com/
soul-cycle.com/studios/palo/28
SoulCycle combines inspirational
coaching, high-energy music, indoor cycling, choreography and
more to create an enjoyable, fullbody workout. The studio is only
offering outdoor classes. Call for
the latest updates.
Studio Kicks

796 San Antonio Road
Palo Alto
650-855-9868
info@studiokickspaloalto.com
studiokickspaloalto.com
Studio Kicks is a family fitness
center offering cardio kickboxing
classes and training in martial arts
for children and adults. Classes
are currently held remotely on
Zoom and in-person two days a
week. Check online or call for
registration.
Taijiquan Tutelage of
Palo Alto

4000 Middlefield Road, M-4
Palo Alto
650-327-9350
mjchan@ttopa.com / ttopa.com
At Taijiquan Tutelage of Palo Alto,
established in 1973, students learn
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the classical Yang Style Taijiquan
Slow Form style of tai chi. Outdoor classes are available. Call or
email for more information.
Avenidas

4000 Middlefield Road
Building B, Palo Alto
450 Bryant St., Palo Alto
650-289-5400 / avenidas.org
Avenidas offers many classes, as
well as lectures and workshops,
for Midpeninsula seniors focusing
on topics such as general health,
physical fitness, languages, humanities, computing, music and
writing. Classes via Zoom are
available for members and nonmembers. Register online.

Special Needs

children to explore drawing, painting and sculpture techniques, as
well as develop their observational skills. Email or call for more
information.
Community School of
Music and Arts

Finn Center, 230 San Antonio
Circle, Mountain View
650-917-6800
info@arts4all.org / arts4all.org
The Community School of Music
and Arts offers classes year-round
in music, visual and digital arts,
with courses suited for adults and
children as young as preschoolage. Most classes are currently
held online. Register for classes
through the website.

Bay Area Friendship Circle

New Mozart School of Music

3921 Fabian Way, Suite A023
Palo Alto
650-858-6990
info@bayareafc.org
bayareafc.org
The Bay Area Friendship Circle
currently offers virtual programs
for children, teens and young
adults with special needs ages 2
to 22, year-round as well as winter
and summer camps. Trained teen
volunteers provide one-on-one
and support. For more information
to register, visit the website.

2100 El Camino Real Suite C,
Palo Alto
650-324-2373
info@newmozartschool.com
newmozartschool.com
New Mozart School of Music offers music lessons year-round to
students of all ages and abilities.
Piano, violin, viola, cello, voice,
guitar, flute and early childhood
music classes are available. Inperson private lessons are available. Group classes remain online.
Check website for more details.

Language Courses
Berlitz Palo Alto
Language Center

3000 El Camino Real Building
4, Suite 200, Palo Alto
650-294-4362 / berlitz.com/
language-centers/palo-alto
Berlitz provides adult and youth
language instruction in Spanish,
German, French, English and other languages. Private lessons, tutoring, testing services and cultural agility training for businesses
are available online and in-person.
Language classes at the
Palo Alto Adult School

Palo Alto High School, Tower
Building, 50 Embarcadero
Road, Palo Alto
650-329-3752
adultschool@pausd.org
paadultschool.org/class/
world-languages
Live online classes are offered for
Spanish, French, Italian, Mandarin
Chinese and sign language. They
cover beginning and advanced
skills. Check online for start dates.

Music & Arts
Art & Soul

Webster Street Studio
2326 Webster St., Palo Alto
650-269-0423
artandsoul.paloalto@gmail.com
artandsoulpa.com
Art & Soul offers private and
small group lessons online or inperson by bringing the class to
home backyards. Programs allow

The Midpen Media Center

900 San Antonio Road
Palo Alto
650-494-8686
info@midpenmedia.org
midpenmedia.org/workshops
The center offers workshops for
a range of media arts, including
video production, photo enhancement, studio work and more. The
center suggests starting with one
of its free hour-long orientation
sessions. Classes held via Zoom.
Pacific Art League

668 Ramona St., Palo Alto
650-321-3891
info@pacificartleague.org
pacificartleague.org
The classes and workshops at the
Pacific Art League are taught by
qualified, experienced instructors
for children and adults with varying experience. Instructors teach
many mediums, including drawing, painting, watercolor, digital
art and more. Registration for online spring classes is open.
Palo Alto Art Center

1313 Newell Road, Palo Alto
650-329-2366
cityofpaloalto.org/gov/depts/csd/
artcenter
Palo Alto Art Center classes and
workshops — teaching children,
teens and adults — cover areas
like ceramics, painting, drawing,
jewelry, sculpture, Adobe PhotoShop and more. Virtual and outdoor classes are available.

Sur La Table Cooking School

Town & Country Village,
855 El Camino Real, #57
Palo Alto
650-289-0019 / surlatable.com
Sur La Table offers hands-on
cooking classes, guiding students
in making regional cuisines,
themed meals or special foods
like bread, croissants and baked
goods. In-person classes are
available.
Silicon Valley Boychoir

600 Homer Ave., Palo Alto
650-424-1242
julia@svboychoir.org
svboychoir.org
Silicon Valley Boychoir offers
rehearsals, musicianship classes
and performance opportunities to
boys ages 7 and up. Private and
small group classes are currently
online. Auditions by appointment
only.

Parent Education
Children’s Health Council

650 Clark Way, Palo Alto
650-326-5530
info@chconline.org
chconline.org
Children’s Health Council holds
a variety of classes touching on
child mental health, dyslexia,
anxiety and depression, attention
deficit hyperactivity disorder, autism and other topics related to
encouraging all children’s success. Classes are taught by the
organization’s experts.

School Days
Amigos de Palo Alto

1611 Stanford Ave., Palo Alto
650-493-4300
info@amigosdepaloalto.com
amigosdepaloalto.com
Amigos de Palo Alto is a Spanish-immersion preschool for children 2 1/2 and older. Students are
a mix of native and new Spanish
speakers, and the program combines reading, writing, art and
play to develop a love of learning. The school offers in-person
care only. Enrollment is ongoing.
Emerson School

2800 W. Bayshore Road
Palo Alto
650-424-1267
emersonschool@headsup.org
emersonmontessori.com
Emerson School provides a yearround program for grades one to
eight, teaching a personalized,
Montessori curriculum. Lessons
draw from classical subjects
and other areas, including art,
music, foreign language, physical education, communication,
life skills and more. Classes are
remote and in-person. Apply
online.

(continued on page 30)

Keep Moving
Forward
We offer 40 online degrees and
hundreds of courses. Work toward
your goals from home this spring.
Classes
start
April 5

foothill.edu/spring
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Spring Class Guide
Class Guide
(continued from page 28)

Gideon Hausner
Jewish Day School

450 San Antonio Road
Palo Alto
650-494-4404
admissions@hausner.com
hausner.com
Instructing children in kindergarten through eighth grade, Gideon
Hausner Jewish Day School provides academics, instruction in
Jewish studies and the Hebrew
language, enrichment opportunities and after-school programs.
In-person and remote instruction
available. Visit the website for
more information and to apply.




HeadsUp!
Child Development Center



2800 W. Bayshore Road
Palo Alto
650-424-1221
kkostepen@headsup.org
emersonmontessori.com
HeadsUp! Child Development Center serves infants, toddlers and preschoolers (to age 6) with a full-day
program, year-round. The Montessori curriculum focuses on building
thinking skills and personal values.
Classes are remote and in-person.
Call or visit the website for more
information.

• Year-round, full-day program for ages 0-6
• Individualized Montessori curriculum
• International curriculum (Chinese, Spanish)
• Cultivation of thinking skills & personal values
• Bilingual Chinese-English classroom option
San Jose
408-432-1644

Palo Alto
650-424-1221

Pleasanton
925-463-2885
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Silicon Valley
International School

151 Laura Lane, Palo Alto
650-251-8500
school@svintl.org / svintl.org
Silicon Valley International
School, formerly the International School of the Peninsula,
offers bilingual immersion day
school with two nursery-to-fifthgrade programs in French and
Mandarin Chinese as well as an
international middle school program. Some programs include
media and technology, music,
gastronomy and athletics classes.
Check the website for the latest
information.
Kehillah Jewish High School

3900 Fabian Way, Palo Alto
admissions@kehillah.org
kehillah.org
This college-preparatory high
school (grades 9-12) features
modern science and computer
labs, art and music studios, a
drama program, a full range of
academic courses with small
class sizes, sports teams and
more. Contact the school or visit
the website for information on reopening plans.
Oshman Family JCC Leslie
Family Preschool

3921 Fabian Way, Palo Alto
650-223-8788
earlychildhood@paloaltojcc.org
paloaltojcc.org/preschool
The Oshman Family JCC’s preschool program provides one to
five-days-per-week options for
children 18 months to 5 years old
(ages 2 to 4 at Congregation Beth
Am), with an emphasis on experiential learning, family involvement and play.

Living Wisdom High School
of Palo Alto

Cubberley Community Center,
4000 Middlefield Road, Palo Alto
650-646-1066
livingwisdomhighschool.org
Living Wisdom High School
serves ninth through 12th grade
students and offers a strong emphasis on personalized learning as
well as project-based, experiential,
in-depth study rooted in creativity,
inner development, compassion,
critical thinking and problemsolving. In-person and online instruction available.
Living Wisdom School
of Palo Alto

456 College Ave., Palo Alto
650-462-8150
livingwisdomschool.org
Offering daily yoga, meditation,
and experiential, project-based
learning, Living Wisdom School
serves students in transitional
kindergarten through Grade 8.
It offers low teacher-student ratio; an integrated arts program; a
balanced approach to technology;
and after-school care. In-person
and online instruction available.
Lydian Academy

815 El Camino Real, Menlo Park
650-321-0550 / staff@lydian
link.com / lydianacademy.com
Lydian Academy is a middle and
high school offering individualized
instruction to prepare students for
college. Lessons include a mix of
one-on-one teaching and group
sessions. It also offers tutoring and
after-school programs. The school
opens for in-person learning April
12. Enrollment is ongoing.
Meira Academy

3921 Fabian Way, Palo Alto
650-485-3589
office@meiraacademy.org
meiraacademy.org
Meira Academy is a traditional,
all-girls Jewish high school devoted to academic excellence in
general and Jewish studies and
preparing its students for college.
The school currently offers inperson and remote learning.
Learning Links

3864 Middlefield Road
Palo Alto
650-219-7351
enroll@learninglinks.org
learninglinks.org
Learning Links, formerly Milestones Preschool, offers year-round
programs for junior preschool and
preschool, pre-kindergarten and
special education students to foster social, emotional, cognitive and
physical development. The school
offers in-person care.
Mustard Seed
Learning Center

2585 E. Bayshore Road, Palo Alto
650-494-7389 / info@mustard
seedlearningcenter.org
mustardseedlearningcenter.org
The Mustard Seed Learning
Center is an after-school tutoring
and care program that teaches
local youth to speak Mandarin
Chinese, in addition to emphasizing social development and

excellence in mathematics, science, arts and music. Call for
more information on enrollment.
Peninsula School

920 Peninsula Way, Menlo Park
650-325-1584
info@peninsulaschool.org
peninsulaschool.org
Peninsula School is a progressive
institution teaching students from
nursery through eighth grade, with
an emphasis on choice and experience. Classes cover core subjects as
well as instruction in music, physical education, drama, ceramics,
woodshop and more. The school is
following a hybrid learning model
for all students. Call or visit the
website for admissions information.
Sand Hill School

650 Clark Way, Palo Alto
650-688-3605
info@sandhillschool.org
sandhillschool.org
Located at the Children’s Health
Council, Sand Hill School teaches
children from second through
eighth grade with language-based
learning differences, and assists
with the attention and social difficulties that go along with them.
Admission for the 2021-2022
school year is now open.

Something for Everyone
Palo Alto Adult School

Palo Alto High School, Tower
Building, 50 Embarcadero
Road, Palo Alto
650-329-3752
adultschool@pausd.org
paadultschool.org
Classes on computer skills, language, cooking, art, outdoors, and
many others are available through
the Palo Alto Adult School. Registration is open. Check the school’s
catalogue online to see what classes are currently being offered.
Stanford Continuing Studies

Littlefield Center,
365 Lasuen St., Stanford
continuingstudies@stanfordw.edu
continuingstudies.stanford.edu
Stanford Continuing Studies organizes classes in liberal arts and
sciences, creative writing and
professional and personal development. Courses are currently
only held online. Register for
classes at the website.
Class Guides are published
quarterly in the Palo Alto Weekly,
Mountain View Voice and the
Almanac. Descriptions of classes
offered in Palo Alto, Stanford,
Menlo Park, Mountain View,
Atherton, East Palo Alto, Los
Altos, Los Altos Hills, Portola
Valley and Woodside are
provided. Listings are free and
subject to editing. Due to space
constraints, classes held in the
above cities are given priority.
To inquire about submitting a
listing for the next Class Guide,
email Editorial Assistant Lloyd
Lee at llee@paweekly.com or
call 650-223-6526. To place a
paid advertisement in the Class
Guide, call the display advertising
department at 650-326-8210.

LivingWell
A monthly special section of news

& information for seniors

Snapshots
of retirement

New book looks at how baby boomers are changing the formula
By Chris Kenrick

M

generational trend that couldn’t
be ignored,” he wrote in the
prologue to the book, “Active,
engaged retirement is a driving
force for this generation.”
A boomer himself, Haiduck
was easing into retirement from
a business career when he decided to dig more deeply into
the subject.
“I stumbled into several
people telling me retirement
stories that I just thought were
amazing,” he said in a recent
interview. “I thought of seeking
out more stories, and all of a
sudden, I had a project.”
The retirement choices of
Haiduck’s subjects range from
the traditional — RV life, gardening, leisure, travel and tennis — to the less expected: A
retired U.S. diplomat becomes
a cowboy conservationist; a
couple retires from medicine
and teaching to offer weekly
Buddhist mindfulness classes in
a maximum-security prison.

Senior Focus
AGING, ECONOMIC INSECURITY ... The
Longevity Project and the National Council
on Aging, in collaboration with the Stanford
Center on Longevity, will hold a free, virtual
panel about the toll of the pandemic
on older workers and the challenges of
economic insecurity on Monday, April 5,
at 11 a.m. Discussion will focus on what
Congress and the Biden Administration can
do to address these challenges, including
revitalizing training programs for older
workers, enhancing retirement and support
for career transitions, and addressing age
discrimination in the workplace. Panelists
will include Elizabeth White, author of “FiftyFive, Unemployed and Faking Normal,”
Congresswoman Veronica Escobar and
Catherine Collinson, CEO and president of
the Transamerica Institute and Transamerica
Center for Retirement Studies. To register
for a Zoom link, go to longevity-project.com.
BOOSTING WATER SUPPLY ... Water
expert Dave Tucker will lead a virtual tour
of the Silicon Valley Advanced Water
Purification Center, part of the Santa Clara
Valley Water District. Participants will learn

One retiree described a passion for daily fly-fishing, another for surfing.
While some of the stories are
mundane recitations of daily activities, others offer degrees of
thoughtfulness and introspections on how the retiree arrived
at his or her choices and what
creates meaning at this stage of
life.
A common theme is the struggle to balance serious commitments with flexibility and free
time.
Dan, a retired fire chief still
under 60 who continues to teach
EMT classes at the College of
San Mateo, said he doesn’t want
to “overcommit.” At the same
time, he doesn’t want to become
“the guy sitting on the recliner
watching TV.”
Marla, 78, said she struggles
with “wanting to be involved in
things but not wanting to be fully
(continued on page 33)

about expanded plans for water re-use in
the county to ensure a reliable, droughtresilient supply. Tucker has worked with
the water district’s Recycled and Purified
Water Program since 2017. The free, virtual
presentation, which is part of the Community
Conversations series at the Oshman Family
Jewish Community Center, will take place
Tuesday, April 6, from 1 to 2 p.m. To register
for a Zoom link, email Michelle Rosengaus at
mrosengaus@paloaltojcc.org.
ORGAN AND CELLO CONCERT ... Organist
Jonathan Dimmock and cellist Angela Lee
will present a free, virtual program including
the works of J. S. Bach, Maurice Ravel,
Edward Elgar, Ad Wammes, Craig Phillips
and Duke Ellington on Tuesday, April 13,
from 1 to 2 p.m. Dimmock is principal organist
at the Legion of Honor, organist for the San
Francisco Symphony since 2005 and music
director for Congregation Sherith Israel in
San Francisco. Lee is is the founding cellist
of The Lee Trio, and coaches chamber music
at San Francisco Conservatory of Music
The performance is part of the Community
Conversations series at the Oshman Family
Jewish Community Center. To register for
a Zoom link email Michelle Rosengaus at
mrosengaus@paloaltojcc.org.

Magali Gauthier

embers of the baby
boom generation —
now in their late 60s
and early 70s — are upending the traditional concepts
of retirement, says Woodside
resident Richard Haiduck,
who spent months prior to the
pandemic interviewing dozens
of retired people for his new
self-published book, “Shifting
Gears: 50 Baby Boomers Share
Their Meaningful Journeys in
Retirement.”
With longer lives and greater
affluence than their parents’
generation — plus a history of
political activism — boomers
are reinventing this stage of life
with more activity, more passion and more experimentation,
Haiduck said.
In his book, which was released in November, Haiduck
offers 50 brief retirement
stories from those whom he
interviewed.
“Over time, I recognized a

Woodside resident Richard Haiduck recently published a book
about life in retirement.

CURING WITH STEM CELLS? ...
Kevin McCormack will discuss the
activities of the California Institute for
Regenerative Medicine, the only statelevel agency focused on stem cell
therapies. McCormack, the institute’s
communications director, will include
information on the institute’s current
focus on arthritis, as well as potential
treatments for Alzheimer’s, Parkinson’s
and other brain disorders. The institute
was created by voters in 2004 with the
passage of Proposition 71, and taxpayers
last November voted to provide an
additional $5.5 billion in funding. The
virtual event will be held Wednesday,
April 21, from 12:25 to 1:30 p.m. The
free presentation, open to the public,
is sponsored by Branch 35 of Sons in
Retirement, whose mission is to enrich
the lives of its members through activities,
events and luncheons. To receive a Zoom
link, call Paul Schutz at 408-313-6852 by
April 19.
DISASTER PREPAREDNESS ... Angela
Mitri, a community resource specialist
with Sourcewise, will discuss what older
adults can do to prepare for earthquakes,
fires, heat waves and other disasters in

a free, virtual session on Friday, April 23,
from 11 a.m. to noon. The presentation will
include informational slides, a video and
time for questions. Since 1973, Sourcewise
has contracted with Santa Clara County
to coordinate services for older adults.
To pre-register and receive a Zoom link,
email register@avenidas.org. Details will be
emailed the morning of the session.
TIPS FOR CAREGIVERS ... Social worker
Paula Wolfson, director of Avenidas Care
Partners, will moderate a discussion
about navigating health care systems,
dealing with dementia care and isolation,
and handling advance care planning in
a free, virtual session Wednesday, April
28, from 11 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. The
workshop will feature two local elder care
experts, hospice physician Ellen Brown
and psychologist and gerontologist
Rita Ghatak, founder and CEO of
the consultancy Aging 101. For more
information or to register call Wolfson at
650 289-5438. Q

Items for Senior Focus m ay
be emailed to Palo Alto Weekly
Contributing Writer Chris Kenrick at
ckenrick@paweekly.com.
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Avenidas

CARE FORUM
Monthly Caregiving
Workshops for Families
MEET OUR
ELDER CARE
EXPERTS
Ellen Brown, MD
www.ellenbrownmd.com

APRIL

Apr 1

Avenidas Village Coffee Chat via Zoom
10am. Get an e-card for a free cup of Peets coffee.
Register @ dgreenblat@avenidas.org. Free.
Wonder Women Lesbian Social Group
Every 1st & 3rd Thursday, 3-4pm via Zoom. Email
jenn@seniorshowerproject.com to register. Free.

Apr 2

Rita Ghatak, PhD
www.aging101.org

These workshops, moderated by
Paula Wolfson, LCSW, Avenidas Care Partners,
will help revitalize your caregiving strategies!

WED
APR
28

Living Well

NAVIGATING YOUR HEALTH
DURING THE PANDEMIC
Practical tips for routine care
and illness.
11am-12:30pm.

NEXT
Seminar
REGISTER
TODAY!

WED
MAY
26

PATIENTS AND CAREGIVERS:
THE NEW UNIT OF CARE

WED
JUNE
23

CARING FOR SOMEONE WITH DEMENTIA
& PRESERVING BRAIN HEALTH

WED
JULY
28

IT’S TIME FOR DISCHARGE
FROM THE HOSPITAL

WED
AUG
25

HOW THE PANDEMIC CHANGED
ADVANCE CARE PLANNING

WED
SEPT
22

WHAT’S NEW IN PALLIATIVE CARE AND
END OF LIFE CARE DURING THE PANDEMIC

Supporting caregivers and guiding the
conversation with providers.
11am-12:30pm.

How to best take care of yourself and your
loved one with dementia.
11am-12:30pm.

Learn how to plan during discharge
and set up care at home.
11am-12:30pm.

Why it is more important now than ever to have
those crucial conversations with loved ones
11am-12:30pm.

How to get the care you want and need both
during a serious illness and at the end of life.
11am-12:30pm.

Flashback Fridays Literature Reading Club with
Phil Lumish
10:30am-12pm via Zoom. Starting 4/2: The
Sun Also Rises by Ernest Hemingway. Email
tmccloud@avenidas.org for log on info. Free

Apr 5

LGBTQ Empowerment: Sexual Orientation
Gender Identity and Expression (SOGIE), part 1
2:30 -3:30pm via Zoom. RSVP for log on info to
LGBTQ@avenidas.org. Free

Apr 6

Techie Tuesdays Explore Tech Lectures
2-3:15pm via Zoom, Tuesdays. Info or to register
email rsvp@seniorplanetavenidas.org. Free.

Apr 7

Presentation: Engineering and Acting - Go from
Einstein to Brando with Enid & Sanford Davis
3-4pm via Zoom. RSVP for log on info to
register@avenidas.org. Free

Apr 8

Presentation: The Journey of a Shelter Animal
with Dr. Jen Dalmasso
HSSV Shelter Vet, 3-4pm via Zoom. RSVP for log
on info to register@avenidas.org. Free
Gay Men’s Walking Group Planning Meeting
3-3:30pm, 2nd & 4th Thursdays via Zoom. Email
tkingery@avenidas.org to register. Free.
Song Appreciation Group “Favorite Song by an
LGBTQ Artist”
4-5pm via Zoom. Email tkingery@avenidas.org
for more info and to register. Free

Apr 9
Register for free by visiting www.avenidas.org
Questions? Call Paula at (650) 289-5438
For complete schedule or info about Avenidas events,
call 650-289-5400

Bilingual Workshop: Chinese Brush Painting
Matting Demo with Johnny Ye
11am-12pm via Zoom. RSVP to ACCC@
avenidas.org by 4/2. Free

2021

Apr 12

Calendar of Events

Getting Started on Zoom
10-11am via Zoom, on Mondays. Senior Planet
@Avenidas. RSVP to rsvp@seniorplanetavenidas.
org for log on information. Free.

Apr 13

Mandarin Multi-lingual Technology Program
9:30-10:30 am via Zoom, on Tuesdays. Offered
in Mandarin only. RSVP required by the Friday
before the class. For more information or to
register email ACCC@avenidas.org. Free.

Apr 14

Info Session: ClearCaptions Advanced
Telephone Captioning
11am-12pm via Zoom. RSVP for log on info to
register@avenidas.org. Free
$QQM%NWD6JG*GPPC#TVKUV|D[,QUJK
2:30-4pm, via Zoom. RSVP for log on info to
register@avenidas.org. Free

Apr 15

Tinnitus Support Group
5:30-7:30pm via Zoom. RSVP for log on info to
register@avenidas.org. Free

Apr 16

National Wear Your Pajamas to Work Day.
Like we aren’t already doing that.

Apr 19

LGBTQ Empowerment: Sexual Orientation
Gender Identity and Expression (SOGIE),
part 2, with Frank Pena
2:30 -3:30pm via Zoom. RSVP for log on info to
LGBTQ@avenidas.org. Free

Apr 20

Apple Tech Tutoring, 1:15-3:30pm via Zoom.
Every Tuesday. RSVP required. Email rsvp@
seniorplanetavenidas.org. Free.

Apr 21

Mindfulness Meditation
Every Wednesday, 2-3pm, via Zoom. Visit www.
Avenidas.org for log on information. Free.
9GNNPGUU|9GFPGUFC[U'ZRNQTG6GEJ.GEVWTGU
2-3:15pm via Zoom, on Wednesdays.
For info or to register email rsvp@
seniorplanetavenidas.org. Free.

Apr 22

$QQM%NWD6JG&GGR|D[4KXGTU5QNQOQP
2:30-4pm, via Zoom. RSVP for log on info to
register@avenidas.org. Free
Song Appreciation Group “Favorite Love
Song”
4-5pm via Zoom. Email tkingery@avenidas.org
for more info and to register. Free

Apr 23

Workshop: Disaster Preparedness for Older
Adults with Angela Mitri, Sourcewise
11am-12pm via Zoom. RSVP for log on info to
register@avenidas.org. Free
Workshop: AARP LGBT Prepare to Care
Workshop with Avenidas Rainbow Collective
12-1pm via Zoom. RSVP to Grace-Sonia Melanio
at 669-212-4385. Free

Apr 26

Money Mondays Explore Tech Lectures
2-3:15pm via Zoom, on Mondays.Register @
email rsvp@seniorplanetavenidas.org. Free.

Apr 27

National Tell a Story Day.
What’s your favorite?

Apr 28

Care Forum: Navigating Your Health During the
Pandemic - Practical tips for routine care and
illness with Dr. Rita Ghatak and Dr.Ellen Brown
11am-12:30pm via Zoom. RSVP for log on info to
register@avenidas.org. Free
Bilingual webinar: Nutrition and Cancer
Prevention with Erika Connor, RD, CSO
12:30-1:30pm via Zoom. Presented in English
and Mandarin. RSVP for log on info to ACCC@
avenidas.org. Free.

Apr 29

International Dance Day.
It really is the best exercise for your brain and
body!

Apr 30

National Oatmeal Cookie Day.
Try a no-bake oatmeal cookie recipe!

Trusted
Home Care
Kendra’s dedication to clients
Our trained, professional caregivers
always follow best practices for
your safety and security, which
is especially critical during
this challenging time.

is just one of the many reasons
why we’re the Bay Area’s leading
expert in senior care.
In fact, over 17,000 Bay Area
families trust us to take care of
family and loved ones in the

Kendra Benisano, RN, BSN
Director of Homecare
and Nursing Services

comfort of their own home.
Free consultation
650.931.1860
SeniorsAtHome.org

A Division of Jewish Family and Children’s Services
San Francisco • Peninsula • Marin • Sonoma County
HHA License 220000378

Page 32 • April 2, 2021 • Palo Alto Weekly • www.PaloAltoOnline.com

Living Well

Snapshots
(continued from page 31)

committed to a time schedule.”
Other retirees mention the challenge of
reinventing themselves after losing the
identities they’d gained through long and
fulfilling careers.
The 24/7 job of representing the U.S.
overseas “was my whole persona,” said
Chuck, the retired diplomat. “When I
retired, that whole persona flew away.”
After running a South Africa-based
birdwatching tour company for four
years, Chuck became a volunteer backcountry ranger in Colorado for the U.S.
Forest Service.
Once, while blocking traffic to help a
rancher move his cattle, Chuck overheard
some parents pointing him out to their
child and saying, “Look, there’s a real
cowboy.”
“My thought was, ‘You should have
seen me four or five years ago when I
was riding in a black limousine with the
American flag on the fender,’” Chuck
said.
Some of Haiduck’s subjects said they’d
been surprised to find retirement life so
enjoyable.
“I never thought life in one’s 60s
could be so much fun,” said Dave, a
retired CEO who has repurposed his
business skills to contribute on several
nonprofit boards. “I would say this is
probably the happiest stage of my life,”
Noting he has fewer deadlines as well
as the time and money to travel, a retiree named Ken said. “I am enjoying
myself about as much as when I was in
college,” he said.

At the same time, many mentioned
a heightened awareness of the ticking
clock.
“We all think we’re going to live forever in our 20s,” said Dan, the retired CEO.
“Somewhere along the line, you realize
that’s probably not going to happen, but
it’s hard to internalize that.”
After seeing his father and grandfather
die at 63 and 60 — before they’d had a
chance to retire — Dan determined at
51 that he would retire early, which he
did, at 61. “I wanted to make sure I was
around to have some fun,” he said. “You
never know, so enjoy it while you can.”
Nancy, who travels the world with her
husband and also volunteers as a tutor
and on the board of her homeowners association, said they travel because “We
want to do it while we can.”
After a heart attack, James, a multisport competitor in the Senior Olympics
and the Chinese Olympics, said, “I realize we’re all living on borrowed time.
I’ve got to make a point of spending more
quality time with my wife and friends.”
Though several retirees felt they’d
gained wisdom and perspective as they
aged, Don, a 76-year-old marathon runner who retired from the insurance business, stressed he’s still got plenty to learn.
“I don’t have the answers, especially
the older I get,” Don said. “I thought I’d
have it figured out a little bit better by
now.”
For more information about “Shifting
Gears: 50 Baby Boomers Share Their
Meaningful Journeys in Retirement,” go
to richardhaiduck.com. Q
Email Contributing Writer Chris
Kenrick at ckenrick@paweekly.com.

A Better
Way to Care
Hire a private nurse for Mom
or Dad’s care, and get the peace of
mind that accompanies working with
a licensed medical professional.
To learn more or schedule a consultation with
a Nursing Specialist, visit nurseregistry.com or
call (650) 523-9149

Rediscover the
vom7vo=Ѵb=;
with Earlens

APRIL 7 TH SPECIAL E VENT
During this special event, receive a complimentary
-uѴ;mv1omvѴ|-ঞom-m7r;uvom-Ѵb;7vom77;loĺ
Wednesday, April 7, 10 AM - 3 PM
EARLENS HEARING CENTER
4055 Campbell Avenue, Menlo Park, CA
Sr-1;v-u;Ѵblb|;7ĺ( ru;1-ঞomvbѴѴ0;bm;@;1|ĺ
To RSVP call,ҐѵƔƏґƓƐƕ҃ƖѶƔѵ or visit earlensevents.com/3BYIV3X
Earlens is a 2021 Best of Menlo Park Award Winner

;-um-0o| -uѴ;mvķ-u;oѴঞom-u-Ѵ|;um-ঞ;|o
-1ovঞ1_;-ubm]-b7vķ|_-|7bu;1|Ѵb0u-|;v|_;;-u7ul
=ou|_;0uo-7;v|=u;t;m1u-m];--bѴ-0Ѵ;ĺ
-uѴ;mvo@;uvĹ
Ŏ $_;lov|1olrѴ;|;vom7o=-m_;-ubm]voѴঞom
Ŏ v|olb;7Cমm]-m7ruo]u-llbm]
Ŏ oubvho=-1ovঞ1=;;70-1h
Earlens® was recently named
-|orƐƏƏm;mঞom=ouƑƏƑƏ
by TIME Magazine.

earlens.com
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Upfront

Hate

RACE

(continued from page 5)

After attacks on Asian Americans, California
lawmakers push to expand hate crime laws
State bills propose to improve data, train police and establish a hotline
By Byrhonda Lyons and Robert Lewis

S

Courtesy Kalee Whitehouse

ince 2017, California lawmakers have introduced
more than a dozen bills
aimed at hate crimes, including
attempts to improve data, train
police and establish a hotline.
Most of those bills died in committees, never getting a floor
vote, according to a CalMatters
analysis.
But in the wake of recent,
highly visible crimes targeting
Asian Americans, lawmakers
are introducing some of the same
measures their colleagues once
rejected.
“There wasn’t the same level of
urgency that I think is true today,”
said Democratic Assemblymember David Chiu of San Francisco,
who is reintroducing his bill from
2017 that would require the state
attorney general to maintain a
toll-free number where people
could report hate crimes.
“The Atlanta shooting woke
up much of the rest of America
to what those of us in the Asian
American community have been
experiencing for quite some time.”
Data on hate crimes is spotty
at best. A recent California State
University, San Bernardino study
showed an uptick in anti-Asian
hate crimes reported to police
in 18 large American cities from
2019 to 2020. The numbers, however, are small. San Jose reported
a rise from 4 to 10, while Los Angeles saw an increase from 7 to
15, the study showed.
Experts say hate crimes are
widely underreported and, even
when they are, police officers
sometimes fail to document incidents involving bias as a hate
crime.
“We know that reporting rates
of hate crimes by victims are really low,” said Phyllis Gerstenfeld, California State University,
Stanislaus criminal justice professor and author of several textbooks on hate crimes.
“We’re not doing enough to
reach out to potential victims, in
part because victims don’t know
about the laws, they don’t understand them, or they don’t feel
comfortable talking to police for
a wide variety of reasons,” Gerstenfeld said.
California Department of Justice figures show that the state averaged 31 anti-Asian hate crimes
a year between 2015 and 2019,
as reported by local law enforcement agencies. It’s a slight uptick
from the years before, though the
figures fluctuate and were higher
in the early 2000s, when antiAsian hate crimes accounted for
more than 60 incidents a year.
State data on 2020 isn’t available, so the full impact of racist rhetoric surrounding the

Palo Alto children and adults raise up signs against Asian hate during a march on March 28.
said. “Better training for police
pandemic remains unclear. Still, increase penalties.
Larry Morse, legislative direc- officers and prosecutors is also
some widely covered crimes have
Asian American communities on tor for the association, said it’s key.”
These are all things California
edge and officials looking to act. time to examine the laws on the
In Oakland’s Chinatown, video books and determine whether lawmakers have pushed for in the
past.
of a 28-year-old man slamming they are adequate.
Improving reporting is one
“We haven’t introduced many
a 91-year-old Asian man to the
ground went viral. In San Fran- bills along that line because this reason Assemblymember Chiu
cisco, a 75-year-old woman gar- Legislature has not been inclined is reintroducing his hate crimes
nered national attention when to create any new crimes or to in- hotline bill. He thinks it failed
she fended off an attacker with a crease punishment for any con- because of concerns over cost.
But that’s changed.
wooden paddle. In Sacramento, duct,” said Morse, former Mer“It’s reached a point where
police are investigating whether ced County district attorney.
The DA’s association last week we have to take action as a state,
the vandalism of an Asianowned gelato shop — the third threw its support behind a bill by certainly as an Asian American,”
such incident at his business in a Democratic Assemblymember Chiu said. “What we’ve seen in
Jim Cooper of Elk Grove to in- this past year has been horrifying
year — is a hate crime.
Even when police label a case crease penalties for some hate and cries out for response.”
He is also co-author of a bill
as a hate crime, prosecutors can crimes. The group also opposed
have a hard time proving motive a measure to soften penalties that would push law enforcefor some robberies, suggesting ment agencies to better track
in court.
“Hate crimes are among some the bills would “lessen the con- hate crimes. It follows a 2018
of the scariest and most vile sequences for violent crime and State Auditor report that found
crimes we deal with, and they’re would directly benefit the preda- “underreporting and misreportsome of the most difficult to tors currently committing hate ing of hate crimes among law
prove,” San Francisco District crimes against Asian Ameri- enforcement agencies.”
Chiu, whose parents immigratcans,” according to a statement
Attorney Chesa Boudin said.
ed from Taiwan, grew up in the
In Long Beach, the Long from the association.
California does have a num- Boston area in the 1970s. He said
Beach City Prosecutor’s Office
and the Long Beach Police De- ber of sentencing enhancements anti-Asian racism was a regular
partment received a prize from written into the penal code, such experience. He said good data
the Anti-Defamation League for as adding time for a variety of is critical to understanding what
its role in combating hate. The crimes targeting victims on the minority communities often face.
“There are also many incidents
office filed hate crime charges basis of race, gender or bias.
in all of the cases referred to There’s also a law making a hate of hate that don’t rise to the level
its office. City Prosecutor Doug crime a standalone misdemeanor. of a hate crime, but are disturbSince 1978, California has ing nonetheless and need to be
Haubert attributes the city’s success at prosecuting hate crimes made it a capital offense to kill documented and understood for
to having trained officers who someone because of their race, us to consider other policies to
religion or for another bias-re- address them,” he said.
know what to look for.
California generally has strong
“We handle so many cases so lated reason.
Gerstenfeld, the CSU Stan- laws meant to fight hate crimes,
quickly, that unless the report
itself or the officer noted that, islaus professor, said the state said Beth Holtzman, a law‘Hey this could potentially be a has plenty of laws that aren’t yer with the Anti-Defamation
hate crime,’ it’s unlikely to go being used that often, and the League.
“The issue,” she said, “is with
noted by the prosecuting office,” key to success with hate crimes
prosecution is getting people to implementation.” Q
Haubert said.
Some organizations — includ- report them.
Email CalMatters reporters
“If people don’t feel comfort- Byrhonda Lyons and Robert
ing the California District Attorneys Association — are trying able dealing with the police, no- Lewis at byrhonda@calmatters.
to make it easier for prosecu- body is ever going to be aware org and robert@calmatters.org,
tors to bring such cases, and to that these crimes happened,” she respectively.

preparing a letter of concern to
the City Council that asks for specific actions to help combat hate
crime and incidents in the city.
Chief Assistant District Attorney Jay Boyarsky, who spoke at
the meeting, said there are hate
incidents and hate crimes. While
there are far fewer known hate
crimes, the number of incidents
is likely in the hundreds or thousands in Santa Clara County, and
most of the crimes and incidents
go unreported.
Boyarsky said there are important distinctions between a
hate crime and a hate incident,
although both are abhorrent. A
hate incident might involve racial,
ethnic, gender or other targeted
epithets and can be targeted at
any group, and it is separate from
a crime because it doesn’t involve
violence or the threat of harm or
property damage.
“Given the First Amendment, it
does not constitute a crime, unless
it’s accompanied with a specific
threat to cause someone bodily
harm or injury. But if you commit
a crime such as a battery or vandalism, and there’s evidence that
shows it was done substantially
because of the victim’s actual perceived race, color, religion, etc.,” it
constitutes a hate crime, he said.
It’s also the only crime where
prosecutors need to prove beyond
reasonable doubt that there was a
motive, making convictions difficult. A prosecutor doesn’t have
to show a motive for a murder
conviction, but for a hate crime,
the DA must show what was in
the person’s mind when they committed the crime, he said. This
bias against the victim must be
substantial.
In a recent hate crime in Palo
Alto, where a panhandling woman attacked a man of Middle Eastern descent and beat him with a
laptop, one could argue she attacked him because he didn’t give
her money when she asked.
“But there was another cause.
We know it was a bias because she
then started calling him a terrorist, and saying go back to where
you came from. So there were
multiple causes, multiple motives.
The bias is substantial. It doesn’t
need to be the main fact,” he said.
Palo Alto police Acting Capt.
James Reifschneider said from
2006-2015, the city had an annual
average of 3.6 hate crime reports.
The number jumped to seven in
2016 and bounced between three
and five through 2019. In 2020,
the city had six hate crime reports,
mostly involving tampering with
yard signs or theft of yard signs.
In 2020, two crimes involved
criminal threats. During a dispute
between a passenger and a bus
driver, the passenger made a threat
to injure the driver and used a slur
during the threat. The second case
was a road-rage incident which
one of the drivers made a threat
against the other, using a slur.
(continued on page 37)
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Hate
(continued from page 36)

So far in 2021, the city has had
one report, which was a battery
that involved the Mountain View
woman with the laptop.
Reifschneider said many of
Palo Alto’s hate crimes involve
property theft or vandalism as opposed to violent hate crimes, the
opposite of a Federal Bureau of Investigation report that found more
than 66% of hate crimes involved
violence nationwide. In Palo Alto,
more than 60% of hate crimes are
property-based. It’s often difficult
to catch vandals and people who
steal or damage signs and banners because there are usually
no witnesses. The charges can
range from an infraction if damage is under $250, a misdemeanor
for damage or theft costing up to
$400 or a felony for $400 or more.
Damage to a religious institution is
always a felony, however, he said.
Some Palo Alto cases that appeared to be clear acts of hatebased vandalism have not risen to
the level of an arrest. In one case,
an artist’s messages in support of
racial solidarity were affixed to
city pavement with wheat paste.
A person painted over the messages, which would constitute

Police
(continued from page 7)

in place and meeting the public
policy concerns (relating to transparency) of some of our agencies,”
Nickel said.

On racial justice
and use of force
The council discussion of radio encryption comes at a time
when the city is reviewing numerous policies within the Police
Department in response to community concerns about the use
of force and racial justice. The
department has already revised
its use-of-force policies to ban
techniques that restrain airflow
and to emphasize de-escalation.
The department is also building
a portal to share data about individuals with whom police officers
make contact, consistent with the
requirements of Assembly Bill
953. While the legislation, also
known as the Racial and Identity
Profiling Act, requires all state
law enforcement agencies to publish the data by April 1, 2023, the
department plans to start releasing the information well before
the deadline.
The city is also gradually expanding the scope of the city’s
independent police auditor, OIR
Group. While the auditor has traditionally reviewed incidents that
involve Taser use, police shootings or citizen complaints against
the department, the council has
recently directed the firm to review other types of use of force.
This includes incidents in which
an officer uses a baton, a chemical
agent, a “less-lethal” projectile or
a K-9, as well as any other cases

vandalism, but the wheat-paste
art was on city property, the artist
didn’t have a permit to place them
there, and the city’s Public Art
Commission did not approve the
project. Police made contact with
the person who painted over the
messages and took a report, but
no arrest or charges were filed,
Reifschneider said.
First Amendment rights to free
speech also protect speech that
is hateful and abhorrent, but in
which there are no threats of harm
to others and are not attached to a
crime, such as a battery.
The city began tracking hatecrime incidents in 2017.
“I think that it’s important that
we track incidents, even though
they’re not crimes, because they
can potentially escalate to criminal behavior later, or they can give
us some insight of trends or areas
that we need to pay particular attention to,” he said. The city has
reported five hate incidents since
2017, he said.
Deputy District Attorney Erin
West, who prosecutes hate crimes
throughout the county, said the office filed 14 hate crimes in 2020.
In 2019 and 2018, her office only
filed two and three cases respectively. This year is showing troubling signs. In just the first three
months of the year, there are six

cases. If the trend continues at
its current pace, there could be
as many as 24 cases filed by the
DA’s office, she said.
The cases referred to her office
in 2020 occurred throughout the
county, including San Jose, Palo
Alto, Santa Clara, Gilroy and
Morgan Hill. Five victims were
African American, four were
Latino, two were Asian, one was
LGBTQ, one was Jewish and one
was Middle Eastern.
In 2021, two crimes occurred in
San Jose and one each occurred in
Palo Alto, Mountain View, Sunnyvale and Morgan Hill. Those victims include two African Americans, two Asians, one LGBTQ
person and one Middle Easterner.
The incidents were disturbing, the commissioners said, after West described the details. In
one case, the defendant overheard
his neighbor speaking to his sons
in Hebrew in the backyard and
began yelling through the fence,
“You Jewish? What language do
you speak? I’m going to show
you,” and then sprayed them
with a hose. A young Hispanic
gang member told an older Black
woman sitting on a park bench
to “get her Black a— out of there
or he would kick her in the face”
and he called her the “N word”
several times. In Mountain View,

a woman approached an Asian
couple having lunch, spat on them
and told them to go back to their
country. A man in an apartment
told his neighbor and the neighbor’s girlfriend to go back to Africa, to go back to being slaves and
picking cotton. He threatened to
get someone with a gun to go after them and threatened to smash
their car windows, then made a
hand gesture simulating a noose.
Some crimes have been violent.
A man living in a mental health
group home became agitated with
a person who tried to calm him
down, strangled him, and said it
was because he was Black. A Valley Transportation Authority bus
driver was called a “wetback” by a
boarding passenger who said Mexicans are dirty and struck the driver
on the chin with his closed fist.
Boyarsky, who grew up in Los
Angeles and was the frequent target of bullying incidents as a teenager, said he became an attorney
to prosecute hate crimes.
“What I always say is a hate
crime is a crime against three: It’s
a crime against the victim and it’s
also a crime against everyone in
the community that is like that
victim because it’s sending a message to other people that are like
that victim that they’re not welcome here.

“And it’s a crime against our
country because in the United
States, we have the right to life,
liberty and the pursuit of happiness … When a crime is committed based on something that
you cannot and should not have
to change, it is a crime against the
very foundation of our country,”
he said.
Boyarsky said it’s important for
more people to feel it is safe for
them to report hate crimes. People
should call the police or make a report online when they feel threatened so that these crimes can be
prosecuted, statistics can be kept
and authorities can identify trends.
He noted that the dialog appears
to be shifting and people are taking these crimes and incidents seriously. A recent rally in San Jose
attracted more than 300 people
who stood together against hate.
“I think it’s incredibly important, particularly now when we
see these trends, for the public to
see the media coverage, and to see
leaders and nonleaders — ordinary citizens — coming together
to condemn. Because the voices
of hundreds then drown out the
actions of the few who do these
terrible things,” he said. Q
Email Staff Writer Sue
Dremann at sdremann@
paweekly.com.

that involve serious injuries.
Among the cases that the auditor will be reviewing is the June
25, 2020, attack by a Palo Alto
police K-9 on a Joel Alejo, who
was sleeping in a backyard shed
in Mountain View and whom the
police mistook for a suspect in
a kidnapping. The incident has
prompted a claim against the city
of Palo Alto from Alejo, who is
now seeking $20 million in damages from the city. It has also
prompted public calls for the firing of police Agent Nick Enberg,
who can be seen on recently released body-worn camera footage
yelling instructions at the animal
while it is attacking Alejo.
The Rev. Jethroe Moore, president of the San Jose/Silicon Valley NAACP, is among those who
called for Enberg’s firing. In a
public letter this week, he called
Enberg’s action “an act of aggression with intent to do harm.”
“There is an urgent need to root
out and to identify the departmental deficiencies that allowed these
officers to remain on the force in
the first place,” Moore wrote in a
public letter to city leaders.
In another recent shift, the OIR
Group has recently started evaluating the department’s “informal
inquiry reviews’’ — public complaints that don’t entail full formal investigations by the Police
Department. According to the latest report from OIR Group, these
include matters such as “misunderstandings or minor issues of
discourtesy.”
The council has yet to decide,
however, on whether to restore
to the police auditor the power to
review internal complaints within
the Police Department. While OIR
Group does so for other cities, the

council voted in December 2019
to explicitly remove these complaints from the auditor’s purview,
thus ensuring that they will be
shielded from public disclosure.
The council made the change just
as OIR Group was reviewing an
incident in which a white officer
allegedly used a racial slur in 2014
while talking to a Black employee,
who has since left the department.
In November, as the council
considered ways to improve accountability in the department,
members agreed to revisit the issue of internal complaints — a
task that it assigned to its Policy
and Services Committee.
The Monday meeting will also
give the council a chance to debate
other reform measures, review recent crime statistics and discuss
the impacts that recent staffing
changes in the department, which
saw 13% of its sworn positions
eliminated last year because of
budget cuts. According to the
new report from Jonsen, the department now has 126.5 full-time
positions and nine part-time positions, down from 150.5 full-time
positions and 24 part-time positions in 2020.
“These reductions have resulted in service impacts to the
community throughout the division in the Police Department,”
the report states. “Where possible
and necessary, responsibilities
previously handled by reduced
resources have been absorbed
by the remaining staff members.
The adaptive team has adjusted to
learning new tasks and expanding work capacity through this
unusual year.” Q
Email Staff Writer Gennady
Sheyner at gsheyner@paweekly.
com.

K-9

direct contact with the person,”
the report states.
The report, which the council is
scheduled to discuss at an April
5 study session on policing, also
notes that both the dog and the officer on each K-9 team have to undergo a four-week, state-certified
course and then participate in ongoing regional training with other
K-9 units twice monthly. This,
according to the city, adds up to
about 60 hours of training each
month for the team.
“For police dogs that are selected for specialty assignments
(like explosive detection), additional multi-week training schools
and ongoing qualifications are
required,” the report states. “All
training for each K-9 team is documented and retained as part of
the handler’s personnel file.”
Palo Alto police had sent the
K-9 unit to Mountain View on
June 25 after receiving a request
for assistance with a kidnapping
case. They were looking for a man
who allegedly kidnapped his exgirlfriend and drove away with her
in a stolen car before pushing her
out, taking her phone and running
away, according to the Mountain
View Police Department.
Believing that the man ran into
a residential area, officers then reportedly asked a neighbor if they
could search the backyard. After
getting consent, they found the
shed with Alejo inside. They confirmed shortly after the dog attack
that he was not the man they were
looking for.
Mountain View police found
and arrested the actual kidnapping suspect three weeks later. Q
Email Staff Writer Gennady
Sheyner at gsheyner@paweekly.
com.

(continued from page 7)

officer’s conduct and the city’s
response.
Shikada responded to public
comments by urging residents
to hold him, rather than Enberg,
accountable.
“Rather than calling for the firing of any individual officer, that
accountability is appropriately
brought to myself,” Shikada said
at the March 22 meeting.
But notwithstanding the increased scrutiny, Palo Alto has
no plans to scale back the police
K-9 program, which includes two
German shepherds and their two
human handlers. A new report
from Palo Alto police notes that
the department has employed police dogs for more than 30 years.
Both of the agency’s current dogs
are trained for basic patrol services (which include searching
for and apprehending people) and
one of them is certified in detecting explosives.
The report notes that police
dogs can be used in a variety of
circumstances, including searching in locations not safe for officers and encouraging voluntary compliance by their mere
presence.
According to the report, the department’s two K-9 teams had been
deployed 350 times between 2018
and 2020 to search for people or
evidence, apprehend a suspect, execute a warrant or detect explosives.
Of those 350 deployments, five had
resulted in a K-9 biting or holding
the suspect, the report states.
“The vast majority of the time,
the K-9 team is able to assist in
finding the wanted person without
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WHY SUPPORT

LOCAL
JOURNALISM?
Our subscribing members
say it best...

“

You provide excellent news,
both local and nationwide.
Thank you.

”

- Audrey C.

Will you join the thousands of others
supporting local journalism?
Now’s your moment to step up when we need you the most.
Subscribe now at PaloAltoOnline.com/join
You can also subscribe for one year by mailing a check for $120
($60 for seniors and students) to us at 450 Cambridge Ave., Palo Alto 94306.
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COVID-19
(continued from page 5)

at the end. Not to be able to be there and
comfort them when they were so sick.”
The daughter and mother of two doesn’t
carry any resentment against the nursing
home or caretaker who most likely gave
her parents the virus. But what has gnawed
at Walker during the last few months, and
continues to frustrate her today, are the
things beyond her control — like why the
nursing home didn’t receive the vaccines
earlier, when the shots could have saved her
parents’ lives.
Toward the holidays, Walker pressed
Sarah Chen, the owner of Maple House assisted living facility, where her parents were

Across
1 Bowling locale
6 Fixes typos
11 Supporter
14 Grasp
15 When to see la luna
16 “Where’s the ___?”
17 It’s got a point to it
19 “Much ___ About Nothing”
20 Oratorio part
21 Sis’s counterpart
22 Frequently
24 “Owner of a Lonely Heart” rock band
25 Astronaut Jemison
26 Not qualified
28 Island country north of New Zealand
33 Singer LaMontagne
34 35mm camera choice
35 “The Parent ___”
36 “Downton ___”
39 “Harper Valley ___” (1968 hit)
40 “Byeeee”
41 “___ all a favor ...”
42 1.5-volt battery size
43 Actor Barinholtz
44 His Secret Service code name is “Celtic”
49 Skulk about
50 “Uh-uh”
51 “Feels great!”
53 Part of PSL
55 “Oh, nasty!”
56 “Tickle Me” doll
57 Brooding music genre
58 Tequila brand since 1886 whose name
means “Old Town”
62 Tiny bite
63 First name in cosmetics
64 Let go
65 6-point football scores
66 Beloved ones
67 Paintball mementos

staying, about the vaccine distribution. Like
Walker, Chen didn’t have the answers. All
she knew was that her facility was on a federal list, but no firm date was provided.
“I was so angry,” she said. “The people
who needed it and who are most vulnerable
weren’t getting it. And why was it that some
places were getting it and others weren’t?”
Walker’s certain that if her parents had
received the vaccine earlier, then they still
would be alive today.
Walker said the last time she was able
to visit with her parents in person was on
Father’s Day last June. She remembers the
day vividly: “I brought Dad his favorite
depression-era food, mac and cheese, and
mom a carrot cake.” Q
Email Editorial Assistant Lloyd Lee at
llee@paweekly.com.

Your Realtor & You
Silicon Valley REALTORS® To Hold 2021 SILVAR Leadership Academy
The Silicon Valley Association of
REALTORS® is launching the 2021 SILVAR
Leadership Academy this month. The
leadership program will begin on April 15
and is open to all REALTOR® members of
the association who are interested in learning
more about how they can make a difference in
real estate and grow in their professional and
personal lives.
The SILVAR Leadership Academy will be an
intensive six-month program. Participants
will learn about the REALTOR® association
structure of SILVAR, the California
Association of REALTORS® and the National
Association of REALTORS®, fair housing and
implicit bias in real estate, and how local, state
and national legislation affects their business
and their clients. They will receive "hands-on"
training on communicating and conducting
meetings effectively, networking with other
real estate professionals, resolving conflict
situations and building consensus.
The leadership academy is the second part of
a Diversity & Inclusion grant which SILVAR
has received from NAR. In February the
local trade association completed the first
part of the grant with a program that focused
on “Faces & Voices of Leadership in Real
Estate.” The event featured a panel of past and
present leaders of multicultural real estate
associations. Key speakers were Santa Clara
County Supervisor Otto Lee and Bay East
REALTOR® and community leader Mony
Nop. Discussions focused on their leadership
roles and experiences.
Joanne Fraser, president of SILVAR, said
NAR is working to ensure REALTORS®

are active leaders in the fight against bias
and discrimination. Last year, NAR began
implementing the fair housing "ACT" plan,
– which emphasizes Accountability, Culture
Change, and Training. As a part of this plan,
NAR released “Fairhaven,” a new interactive
training platform designed to help combat
discrimination in the real estate market.
In addition, NAR developed an implicit
bias training video with strategies to help
REALTORS® override biases in their daily
interactions.
“SILVAR is committed to fair housing for all.
The Leadership Academy is in step with our
goal of inclusion and diversity in the housing
market and within our association,” said
Fraser.
The sessions are scheduled for April 15, May
20, June 17, July 15, August 19, and September
23 from 1-4 p.m. Additionally, participants
will be required to attend C.A.R.'s annual
Legislative Day on April 27. There is no cost
to attend, but attendance in all sessions is
required in order to graduate. Past SILVAR
president and current chair of SILVAR’s
Professional Standards Committee Suzanne
Yost is coordinating the Leadership Academy.
SILVAR REALTORS® may access an
application to join the program at www.
silvar.org. They can also contact Yost at
suzanneyost.realtor@gmail.com.
***
Information provided in this column is
presented by the Silicon Valley Association of
REALTORS®. Send questions to Rose Meily at
rmeily@silvar.org.

“Sandwiched” — it’s a matter of taste. by Matt Jones

This week’s SUDOKU

Answers on page 23.

Answers on page 23.

Down
1 Chemistry test
2 “The Elements” satirist Tom
3 Be a go-between
4 Cornell who founded Cornell University
5 “Uh-huh”
6 Pharmaceutical for rheumatoid arthritis
7 Martial arts facility
8 It may be crushed
9 Active chemical in cannabis
10 Light, as fireworks
11 Reason to pull over
12 Helper
13 Bar sign light
18 1994 Siouxsie and the Banshees single
23 Highest number on a billiard ball

25 ___ Thai (martial art)
26 John Wooden’s team
27 Neither go-with
29 Roll call response
30 “From hell’s heart, ___ at thee” (“MobyDick” quote)
31 Director Duplass
32 Bitter drink
36 Modifying wd.
37 Bleachers sound
38 Places to be let on
39 Central or Hyde, e.g.
40 Twist out of shape
42 “The Living Daylights” singers
43 “Famous Potatoes” state
45 Looked slyly

www.sudoku.name

46 English, in Spanish
47 White of “Family Matters”
48 “Roger ___” (1960s cult cartoon hero)
52 They’re raised by mechanics
53 Time to give up?
54 Included with
55 Lyft competitor
56 County Kerry’s isle
59 Manipulate
60 Pilot’s calculation
61 Group for ex-GIs

© 2021 Matt Jones
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We are delighted to let you know
that our team is expanding.

Better Together.

Bps|OBoJodtUVsBJdtsaBb|pWUbWKBbsKVBbUOp
WboOpldbpOsd #8 øÛBbMoOB_OpsBsOzBpbd
exception. In order to continue providing our clients
with the highly personalized service that is a hallmark
dTdtosOBaÛzOVByOWbyWsOMdtoKd__OBUtOBaOp
/sOO_Osd]dWbtpà9OĆyO^bdzbBaOppWbKOVOops
joined the real estate profession in 2009 and have
admired the way he has developed a loyal following
of clients and grown his business.
#tosOBaVBpUodzbJtsdtolVW_dpdlV|Ûdto
MOMWKBsWdbsdpOoyWKOBbMlodTOppWdbB_WpaÛBbM
our commitment to you remain the pillars on which
we have built our business and reputation.

We invite you to read more about James on our
newly launched website, CarolNicoleandJames.com.

Commitments To Our Clients

1.

Conduct business based
on honesty & fairness

5.

Pursue innovation
& creativity

2.

Listen attentively to gain
^bdz_OMUOœętbMOopsBbMWbU

6.

Be authentic
& approachable

3.

Relentlessly & energetically
pursue our clients’
real estate dreams

7.

Take the complicated & make it simple to
enhance our clients’ experience and help
them make informed and sound decisions.

4.

Negotiate with
strategy & skill

8.

Collaborate & leverage our unique
psoObUsVpsdsVOJObOsdTdtoK_WObspà

Nicole Aron

James Steele

Carol Carnevale

650.740.7954
nicole.aron@compass.com
DRE 00952657

650.796.2523
james.steele@compass.com
DRE 01872027

650.465.5958
carol.carnevale@compass.com
DRE 00946687

#oÛB__dTtpBs CarolNicoleandJames@Compass.com

Check out what our
clients are saying.

Compass is the brand name used for services provided by one or more of the Compass group of subsidiary companies. Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing
#lldostbWs|_BzpàWKObpO!taJOoà__aBsOoWB_loOpObsOMVOoOWbWpWbsObMOMTdoWbTdoaBsWdbB_ltoldpOpdb_|BbMWpKdalW_OMTodapdtoKOpMOOaOMoO_WBJ_OJtsVBpbdsJOObyOoWOMà VBbUOpWbloWKOÛKdbMWsWdbÛ
sale or withdrawal may be made without notice. No statement is made as to accuracy of any description.
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