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dependable
health care in
uncertain times
It is as important as ever to get the care you need.
Stanford Health Care is taking every precaution to keep you safe.
To protect your health, we are:
• Screening both staff and patients for COVID-19
U.S. News & World Report recognizes
Stanford Health Care among the top
hospitals in the nation. Ranking based
on quality and patient safety.

• Requiring and providing masking for all
• Offering “touchless” check-in/check-out with your MyHealth account
• Limiting the number of patients inside to allow for physical distancing
• Ensuring separate screening areas for symptomatic patients
Don’t delay your care. Appointments are available at our locations across
the Bay Area and remotely by video visit.

To learn more, visit: stanfordhealthcare.org/resumingcare
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42 Camino Por Los Arboles, Atherton

FOR SALE
5 Bed |2IÀFH|5HF5RRP| Studio | Endless Possibilities | $12,345,000 |&DPLQR3RU/RV$UEROHVFRP

2101 Clayton Drive, Menlo Park

FOR SALE
3 Bed | 3 Bath | Cottage | $3,695,000 |&OD\WRQFRP
Judy Citron
650.400.8424
judy@judycitron.com
judycitron.com
DRE 01825569

#1 Individual Compass Realtor in California
#3 Individual Agent in California
#7 Individual Agent in the USA
50+ Homes Bought and Sold in 2020
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PRESIDENTS’ DAY WEEKEND SALE
PRESIDENTS’ DAY WEEKEND SALE

NOW THROUGH FEBRUARY 27
GET 35% OFF YOUR FAVORITE
PIECE OF STICKLEY.
Hours of Operation
Tuesday – Saturday 12PM to 5PM

4LUSV7HYR
1010 EL CAMINO
REAL, SUITE 90

FLEGELS F DESIGN
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Upfront

Local news, information and analysis

City opens first ‘safe parking’ site for unhoused residents
Palo Alto follows in footsteps of
East Palo Alto, Mountain View
by Gennady Sheyner

A

fter years of discussion
and a few false starts, Palo
Alto on Feb. 19 opened its
first “safe parking” site east of
U.S. Highway 101 in response to
the steady increase in residents
living in vehicles on local streets.

Located at 2000 Geng Road,
near the Baylands Athletic Center, the lot can accommodate 12
vehicles and includes a building
with a shower. The property was
recently used by the Palo Alto
Fire Department while the city’s

Rinconada Park fire station was
under reconstruction.
In launching the program, Palo
Alto follows in the footsteps of
East Palo Alto and Mountain
View, both of which host parking
lots for people who live in their
cars.
The nonprofit Move Mountain View, which oversees five
“safe parking” sites in Mountain
View, will operate the Palo Alto

lot, with Santa Clara County
providing the funding. The Palo
Alto City Council approved the
partnership in September, when
it unanimously agreed to lease
the 25,000-square-foot lot to the
county.
In addition to providing a secure, 24-hour place to park, the
program will offer case management and other social services.
At its Mountain View lots, Move

Mountain View has offered residents regular COVID-19 testing
and a food pantry.
The program was first proposed
in 2019 by council member Lydia
Kou and Mayor Tom DuBois, who
submitted a memo urging their
colleagues to identify city sites
that could be repurposed for safe
parking. While the memo focused
(continued on page 30)

EDUCATION

COVID-19
tests await
students
District looks to partner
with new company
for regular testing
by Elena Kadvany

W

(continued on page 31)

(continued on page 31)

Magali Gauthier

city’s Residential Preferential
Parking districts and potentially
implemented at a later date in
public garages and lots.
The city has been considering the technology since at least
2017, when a report by the city’s
consultant, Dixon Resources, recommended it as part of a broader
plan to manage parking throughout the city, along with parking
meters and new mobile apps to
help visitors pay for spots. Duncan Solutions is the vendor of the
technology.
Chief Transportation Official
Philip Kamhi said the licenseplate reader program will bring

ith Palo Alto Unified
gearing up to bring
more students and
teachers back to campuses this
spring, district leadership is looking to expand COVID-19 testing
to include any students, teachers and staff members, whether
symptomatic or asymptomatic.
Staff are recommending that all
students, faculty and staff who are
regularly on campus participate
in diagnostic and surveillance
screening on a “regular cadence”
starting the week of March 1. All
employees working in-person will
be required to get tested at least
every other week and within five
days of returning from out-oftown travel. All students in grades
K-5 attending school in person
will be encouraged to get tested
at the same frequency. Secondary students on campuses will be
advised to get tested on a weekly
basis.
“Though the evidence continues to evolve, we have learned
from examples of what works and
what does not work since reopening schools. We believe expanding testing will position PAUSD
to further reduce the chances of
transmission on our campuses,” a
staff report states.
The school board briefly discussed the plan Tuesday; it will
come back for formal action at a
future meeting.
The Santa Clara County Public
Health Department has no recommendation for student testing but

Ready to make a splash
Masked swimmers cheer and clap together before a virtual swim meet at Gunn High School in Palo Alto on Feb. 24.

TECHNOLOGY

Adoption of license plate readers
stirs anxieties over privacy
City of Palo Alto would keep license plate images for 96 hours — or five years
by Gennady Sheyner

P

alo Alto’s newest tool for
parking management is
expected to save money,
provide data and help the city understand — and resolve — tensions between local employees
and residents in neighborhoods
next to commercial districts.
But some of these same residents also believe that the city’s

new automated license plate readers will threaten their privacy and
inadvertently worsen the very
problem that the city is trying to
alleviate: the number of employees who park their vehicles in
residential areas, which was high
before the COVID-19 pandemic
and which is expected to return
once the health crisis subsides.

The City Council tried to balance these two priorities — managing parking and managing privacy — on Monday night when it
unanimously approved spending
$140,000 to buy and install two
automated license plate readers.
The cameras, which will be attached to parking-enforcement
vehicles, will be rolled out in the
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QUOTE OF THE WEEK

Courtesy Palo Alto Fire Department

with Sec.106 of the Programmatic
Agreement, T-Mobile West, LLC plans to
upgrade an existing telecommunications
facility at 345 Hamilton Avenue Palo Alto,
CA 94301. Please direct comments to
Gavin L. at 818-898-4866 regarding site
SF04533A.

Upfront

Become a
Paid Subscriber for as low
as $5 per month
Sign up online at
www.PaloAltoOnline.com/join

EVERYTHING IS GUINEA BE OK
... A family of four was distraught to
hear that their three female guinea
pigs didn’t survive a Feb. 18 fire in
their detached garage. The family’s
devastation was visible to Palo Alto
firefighter-paramedic Greg Coffelt,
who responded to the 5 a.m. blaze
at a three-apartment complex on
Seale Avenue. “The guinea pigs
were something that they really
showed affection and love for,” he
said. Coffelt went out of his way
to purchase a new guinea pig that
same day, providing much-needed
joy to the family’s two children:
6-year-old Hayden and 4-year-old
Teddy. With permission from their
father, Coffelt and his crew teamed
up to purchase the new brownand-black pet rodent at a local
Petco store. They then made their
way back to Seale Avenue on their
fire engine. “When we showed up
back at the house, we rang the
bell on the front of the engine and
the kids were “kind of surprised
and inquisitive.” The children’s
faces immediately lit up when they
were presented with their new pet,
whom they named Candy Bear. “It
was a really good feeling to be able
to give back to them and turn their
day around because not only did
they have a bad day, but if I was
in their shoes, I would remember
getting a little gift like this from the
fire department,” Coffelt said.
A VIEW FROM THE TOP ...
Stanford University’s Hoover
Tower, a prominent landmark
on the Midpeninsula, recently
underwent repairs to replace a
stone ornament at the top of the
structure that was destroyed by
lightning in August. Some pieces
from the last orb were found 50
feet away from the tower. A threeman crew and the orb boarded a
construction basket lifted nearly
300-feet to the tower’s top last
week. A “lightning arrestor”
system was added to give the
new orb extra security, according

to a Feb. 22 article by Stanford
News Service. They set up a
lightning rod that runs 18 inches
above the tower and 8 feet below
ground. “The lightning arrestor
system will protect the structure,
the equipment in the building and,
most importantly, the safety of
the people on the ground,” Zone
Director Stephen Clarkson said
in the article. Without the system,
lightning can damage the building
and electronics by traveling
through the tower’s steel frame. A
lightning counter system was also
added at the tower’s basement
to monitor future lightning strikes
at the building. The tower was
previously struck by lightning in
December 1970, according to
Stanford News Service. Falcons
typically flock to the tower during
nesting season, so the university
made sure the job was completed
before the winged creatures are
expected to arrive next week.
To keep the falcons comfortable
during their stay, the crew also set
up nesting boxes in which the birds
can lay their eggs.
POWERFUL INVESTMENT ...
Acterra was one of 11
organizations awarded with a
community outreach grant from
Peninsula Clean Energy, which
announced the recipients in a
Feb. 22 press release. The Palo
Alto-based nonprofit plans to
spend the funds on conducting
virtual electric induction
cooking demonstrations,
distributing information on
building electrification to the
public and online workshops
and other work to educate
first-time electric car buyers.
A total of $316,440 in grants
ranging between $15,000 and
$40,000 were divided among the
recipients for numerous efforts,
including electrification; incomequalified power bill discounts
and programs; electric vehicle
rebates; and home energy
assistance. “These grants will
especially help residents in
East Palo Alto and elsewhere in
the county who have not only
faced the harshest impacts of
a struggling economy during
this pandemic but historically
have not had the same access
to clean, affordable and
reliable resources as wealthier
communities,” East Palo Alto
Mayor Carlos Romero said in a
statement. Q

Upfront
CITY HALL

Palo Alto prepares for more budget cuts
amid prolonged revenue slump
As economic crisis continues to hit hotels, City Council
looks for other ways to reduce costs
Financial Officer Kiely Nose said
during the Feb. 8 discussion.
“We’ll have to look across the
organization.”
Given the bleak financial outlook, the council agreed at that
meeting that one of its strategies
should be slowing down infrastructure spending. Vice Mayor
Pat Burt was among those who
pushed for the staff to reconsider
the city’s capital projects.
“We need to look objectively
on how aggressive a capital plan
we need to have during an economic crisis and whether all these
things need to be continued at a
record pace in the middle of an
emergency,” Burt said at the Feb.
8 discussion.
On Monday, members will
have a chance to identify specific
projects that could be delayed or
canceled. According to staff, the
list that the city is currently scheduled to approve before the end of
June includes $8 million for the
latest phase of the CharlestonArastradero Road streetscape
project, which includes enhanced

File Photo/Veronica Weber

W

hen Palo Alto’s elected
leaders agreed last June
to cut about $40 million
from the city’s budget, they were
operating on the assumption that
the worst of the pandemic would
be over by December.
Now, as the City Council is
looking toward the next year’s
budget and COVID-19 continues
to cast a dark cloud over the local economy, those seemingly
dire projections have proven to be
optimistic. With revenues falling
beneath expectations, the council
is preparing to cut the budget by
another $7 million, a move that
will likely include additional service cuts and delays to numerous
infrastructure projects.
The debate over which programs to cut and which projects
to delay will take center stage this
Monday, when the council considers a series of budget adjustments
and weighs further strategies for
supporting businesses and nonprofit groups. As part of the discussion, the council will consider
waiving rent for the tenants who

by Gennady Sheyner
lease space at city-owned properties and spending about $150,000
to modify the streetscape at University Avenue so that the city
can more easily open and close
the road to traffic to support local
businesses.
One significant action that the
council plans to take on Monday
is to formally eliminate the 83
full-time positions and 107 parttime positions that were frozen
and defunded when the council
adopted the fiscal year 2021 budget last June. The eliminated positions make up 18% of the city’s
workforce, according to a new
report from the Administrative
Services Department.
Further staff cuts may follow in
the months ahead. During a Feb.
8 discussion of Palo Alto’s longterm financial forecast, council
members acknowledged that the
city will need to identify additional expense reductions, whether in
services, infrastructure projects
or both.
“I think it’s safe to say there’s
no safe harbor, so to speak,” Chief

The reopening of the the renovated Palo Alto Junior Museum and
Zoo is facing delays because of public health orders and the city’s
budget shortfall.
bike lanes, traffic signal improvements and landscaped median
islands; $2.5 million for improvements at Rinconada Park, including new playground equipment
and upgrades to irrigation and
drainage; $2.4 million to help
renovate the Palo Alto Junior Museum and Zoo; $2.7 million for
new automated parking-guidance
systems at downtown garages;
and $8.7 for replacing the roofs
and aged mechanical, electrical
and lighting systems at the Municipal Services Center.
The city also plans to approve
a $950,000 design contract for
the replacement of Fire Station
4 at Mitchell Park. The current

station, which was constructed in
1953, has been deemed seismically unsafe and insufficient in size
to provide space for emergency
supplies and to separate living
quarters from fumes of engines.
A report from the city’s 2011 Infrastructure Blue Ribbon Committee also noted that the station
can “barely hold the two engines”
given that equipment has grown in
size and capacity over the years.
Like other projects on the
council’s 2014 list of infrastructure priorities, the replacement
project was banking on transientoccupancy taxes for funding. But
(continued on page 10)
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Upfront
PUBLIC HEALTH

12 months into the pandemic, ‘One year
in’ series seeks readers’ perspectives
Weekly to publish reflections from local residents on
how coronavirus has changed them and their lives
by Palo Alto Weekly staff

I

takeaway from this unprecedented year of isolation? What will the
legacy of the pandemic be in how
you live your life?
The health and economic
crises have impacted different
groups of people in divergent
ways: Front-line hospital workers are increasingly exhausted,
and some are angry, at the neverending influx of patients; those
who have been unemployed are
facing mounting debt and fearing the day that back rent will be
due; others have volunteered to
help others and, through doing

so, experienced the world in new
and different ways.
The Weekly’s “One year in” will
publish in two parts starting next
Friday. Our journalists are busy
interviewing and photographing
people from different walks of
life, but we’d also like to include
your contributions in this series. So
what’s your story been during the
pandemic? How are you different
today than you were one year ago?
We welcome your thoughts,
whether brief or lengthy. Send us
your perspective by emailing editor@paweekly.com or by leaving

Kristin Brown

t’s been nearly a year since
Bay Area public health leaders enacted the nation’s first
stay-at-home order, the opening
salvo in our prolonged battle
against the new coronavirus. To
mark the anniversary, the Palo
Alto Weekly is preparing to
publish a two-part series, “One
year in,” that captures how the
pandemic and the shutdown have
affected local residents and their
perspectives on life.
And as part of this reporting
project, we’d like to hear from
you, our readers. What’s your

us a three-minute voicemail message at 650-223-6514 by Wednesday, March 10. You’ll need to
leave your full name and a way
for us to contact you.
To read the reflections now of

one local resident, see this week’s
guest opinion column on page
16, written by former Palo Alto
Unified School District educator
Rachel Kellerman, who became a
contact tracer last year. Q

TRANSPORTATION

State bill seeks to take
politics out of VTA governance
Michelle Le

Assemblyman Marc Berman’s proposal would abolish
current practice of giving elected leaders oversight
by Gennady Sheyner

R

esponding to complaints
about poor governance
at the Santa Clara Valley
Transportation Authority that
have stretched over years, state
Assemblyman Marc Berman
has introduced a bill that would
shift oversight of the agency away
from politicians and toward appointed experts.
The proposal that Berman, DMenlo Park, introduced on Feb.
18 would also reduce the number
of voting members on the VTA
board of directors from 12 to nine.
Five of them would be appointed
by Santa Clara County. The other
four would be split between the
city of San Jose, which would get
two seats, and the other county cities, which would get the other two.
Of the two seats not controlled
by San Jose, one would go to a
resident of Los Altos, Los Altos
Hills, Mountain View, Milpitas,
Palo Alto or Sunnyvale. The other seat would go to a resident of
Campbell, Cupertino, Gilroy, Los
Gatos, Monte Sereno, Morgan
Hill, Santa Clara or Saratoga.
In introducing the legislation,
known as Assembly Bill 1091,
the former Palo Alto City Council
member pointed to three separate
civil grand jury reports over the
past 20 years that have concluded
that the VTA’s governance structure is a “root cause of the agency’s poor performance.”
The most recent of these, which
came out in June 2019, concluded
that the VTA board suffers from
a lack of experience and, in many
cases, engagement by some directors. The grand jury also found

that the board is dominated “in
terms of numbers, seniority and
influence” by representatives of
Santa Clara County and San Jose
and that there is “frequent tension” between board members’
fiduciary duties to the VTA and
the political demands of their local elected positions.
The grand jury also concluded
that under the current system, appointees to the VTA board “often lack a basic understanding of
VTA’s operations and transportation issues, generally.”
Berman’s proposed legislation seeks to remove some of
the politics from the transportation agency by replacing elected
directors with appointed members of the public. Under his
proposal, these members would
be appointed to four-year terms.
Each would have to demonstrate
relevant professional experience
in transportation, accounting or
finance, infrastructure or project
management and executive management, according to Berman’s
announcement.
Berman noted that the agency
provides “essential public transit
options that help get Santa Clara
County’s two million residents to
and from work, school, and home.”
“Taxpayers, transit riders, and
VTA staff deserve a board of
directors that have the interest
and ability to dedicate the time
necessary to provide appropriate
oversight and meet our region’s
complex transportation needs,”
Berman said in the announcement.
The debate over VTA governance has become a more urgent
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topic since the 2016 passage of
Measure B, a tax measure that includes $6.3 billion in funding for
transportation projects across the
county. These include the extension of BART to San Jose, grade
separation for Caltrain’s electrified cars in Palo Alto, Mountain
View and Sunnyvale, and various
improvements to streets, highways, expressways and bike routes
throughout the county.
Last fall, many city and county
officials pushed back against VTA
staff after the agency proposed a
scenario in which virtually all of
the funding over the next 10 years
would be devoted to BART extension. After fierce criticism from the
county Board of Supervisors and
local communities, the VTA pulled
away from that scenario in January.
The VTA’s process for electing
members remains opaque and, at
times, contentious. The cities of
Palo Alto, Mountain View, Los
Altos and Los Altos Hills currently get one seat on the VTA
board and they fill that seat on a
rotation basis, with each city getting a chance to have one of its
elected members on the board.
Despite the critical importance
of the VTA in distributing transportation funds and providing
transit services, appointments
to the board are made in private
meetings with no opportunities for members of the public to
weigh in. Last month, in one such
meeting, the group of cities selected Palo Alto Vice Mayor Pat Burt
to represent it on the VTA board
for the coming year. That decision followed a tussle among Palo

State Assemblyman Marc Berman has introduced a bill that would
shift oversight of the Santa Clara Valley Transportation Authority
away from politicians and toward appointed experts.
Alto City Council members over
whether Burt or council member
Alison Cormack should be the
board representative.
While Cormack was the council’s initial choice for the position, council members voted to
nominate Burt after two former
council members who had championed Cormack’s nomination

— Liz Kniss and Adrian Fine —
concluded their council terms last
December.
If Berman’s proposed legislation gets adopted, the VTA reforms would take effect on July
1, 2022. Q
Staff Writer Gennady Sheyner
can be emailed at gsheyner@
paweekly.com.

CityView
A round-up

of Palo Alto government action this week

City Council (Feb. 22)

Foothills Park: The council adopted an emergency ordinance and a regular
ordinance creating an annual pass for entrance to Foothills Park and setting a
visitor cap of between 300 and 650, consistent with recommendation from the
Parks and Recreation Commission. Yes: Unanimous
Parking: The council approved the implementation of automated license plate
readers to assist with parking management in Residential Parking Permit
Program districts. Yes: Unanimous

Board of Education (Feb. 23)

Retirement incentive: The board waived its two-meeting rule and approved
a $10,000 one-time voluntary retirement incentive plan for classified nonmanagement employees. Yes: Unanimous
Equity committee: The board established a board committee that will review
and monitor the district’s progress on educational equity. Yes: Unanimous
Reopening: The board discussed updates on reopening the middle and high
schools this spring, as well as expanding COVID-19 testing to include students.
Action: None

Planning and Transportation Commission
(Feb. 24)

Comprehensive Plan: The commission reviewed the city’s progress report on
the 2020 Comprehensive Plan and 2020 Housing Element Progress Report
and recommended authorizing the transmittal of the documents to the Office
of Planning and Research and the Department of Housing and Community
Development. Yes: Alcheck, Hechtman, Lauing, Summa, Templeton Absent:
Roohparvar

207 SAN ARDO TERRACE, SUNNYVALE

3 BEDROOMS | 2.5 BATHROOMS | 1,614 SF HOME | 2 CAR GAR AGE

BY APPT ONLY

Location, location, location! Beautiful townhome on a quiet, tree-lined street conveniently located just two blocks from the Sunnyvale
%CNVTCKPUVCVKQPCPFCUVQPG̷UVJTQYHTQOJKUVQTKE/WTRJ[#XGGCVGTKGU(CTOGTU/CTMGVUJQRRKPI9KVJQPN[ŜXGWPKVUKPVJG
EQOOWPKV[KVJCUVJGEJCTOVJCVKUEQOOGPUWTCVGYKVJNKXKPIKPCPGKIJDQTJQQFQHUKPINGHCOKN[JQOGU1řGTKPICPQRGPŝQQTRNCP
and a gourmet kitchen with handsome cabinets, granite counters, and stainless steel appliances plus a wine refrigerator. Amenities
KPENWFGJCTFYQQFŝQQTUKPVKNGFGPVT[PGYN[ECTRGVGFDGFTQQOUCPQXGTUK\GFECTICTCIGCPFCUGENWFGFTGCT[CTFVJCV̷URGTHGEV
for al fresco dining.
OFFERED AT $1,198,000 | 207SANARDO.COM
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Upfront
RECREATION

With fingers crossed, summer
camps are planning to resume
Local camps are preparing, awaiting state guidance and hoping
that parents and children are willing to return

J

ust two months into 2021,
camps on the Midpeninsula
are already looking to make
a comeback this summer, which
would include, for some, an ambitious revival of their overnight
programs.
“We feel very confident that
we’ve got a good game plan to
keep everybody safe this summer and still have a lot of fun,”
said Jim Politis, camp director of
Mountain Camp Woodside, which
is hosted at Woodside Priory
School’s campus.
Unlike some camps in the nation that pushed to keep their programs running last year, Mountain Camp Woodside erred on
the side of complete caution and
made the difficult decision to shut
down both of its day and overnight operations.
“When the pandemic hit in
March, I was on a number of
weekly, daily, Zoom calls with
my colleagues, who are part of
a couple different camp professional associations — just Zoom
call after Zoom call about how to
operate,” Politis said. “We were
fighting as hard as we could to
figure out a way to operate. We
had different operating plans, contingency plans on what we were
going to do — up until the point
when we decided not to run.”
On June 15, Politis announced
on the company’s Instagram page
that camp wouldn’t be operational that summer: “Unfortunately,
even if we did everything 100%
right, there’s no way we would
be able to guarantee everybody’s
safety.”
The shutdown of camps
wrought a multitude of consequences, including financial

losses and unemployment. For
children, putting the American
tradition on hold resulted in a
missed rite of passage and developmental opportunity.
“Summer is the peak of the
year that you look forward to all
year-round,” said Dave Barth,
CEO and director of Run For Fun
Camps, which operates a day
camp in Palo Alto and overnight
camp in Pinecrest Lake. “All of a
sudden, not only are you hit with
not getting to do what you love,
but you lose the revenue stream
that you use to pay your full-time
staff.
“You feel a little bit like you lost
your identity,” Barth added.
This year, Mountain Camp
Woodside, Run For Fun and other
local camps are hoping to get people out of their Zoom rooms and
back to camp. This decision is not
only guided by some optimistic
news of increasing vaccine rollouts, but also, nearly a year into
the pandemic, by case studies and
data of which interventions work
and which don’t when cohorts of
children are put together in confined spaces.
But hurdles still lie ahead.
Camp directors in California, for
example, are still waiting on guidance from the state health department as they continue to formulate a reopening strategy for their
sleepaway programs.
“Overnight camp is a little more
tricky,” Barth said. “I would say
there’s a 90% chance that we’re
going to run, but it will depend on
those state guidelines that everyone is waiting for.”
So far, camp directors have
had to look to surrounding camp
leaders as well as regional and

national camp associations, such
as the Western Association of Independent Camps and the American Camp Association, to determine best practices.
And where state and local
guidelines fail, many in the past
year have turned to a 123-page
“Field Guide” created for the
American Camp Association and
YMCA that has become a sort of
de facto bible for camp directors.
The handbook outlines how to
implement COVID-19 protocols
from the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention at camps:
screening campers’ temperatures,
isolation protocols, how many
masks each overnight camper
should have (the guideline recommends at least 10), directions
on disinfecting swimming pools,
and a recently added chapter on
vaccine protocols and whether to
exclude campers who do not get
vaccinated (at this time, the guide
does not recommend doing so).
Despite the guidance, Barth and
Politis both say that a question
mark still hangs over overnight
programs.
“Everyone’s sort of holding
their breath, waiting for that state
guideline to officially come out,”
Barth said. “(The handbook) is a
helpful resource that we’ve been
using to create what we think will
be our best shot of leading overnight camps successfully.”
In-person day camps are another matter, given that state and
local health departments have
already outlined safe operating
procedures and schools have reinstituted in-person learning.
“Day camps are a little bit easier
because we’ve got a lot of models
to go off of, i.e. schools,” Politis

Budget cuts

Sales tax revenues, by contrast,
are doing better than the city had
expected. Staff projects that the
city will receive about $25 million in sales taxes by the end of
June, which exceeds the budgeted
amount by $4.5 million, or 22.1%,
according to the staff report.
Council members also recognized earlier this month that the
community has yet to absorb the
full magnitude of last year’s cuts
— which included the elimination
of the city’s shuttle program, 33
positions in the city’s public safety
departments and 16 full-time positions in the Library and Community Services departments,
among other measures. That’s
because most residents remain
constrained by the county’s public
health orders.
“People think this is all going to
come back when COVID is over,
and it’s not,” council member Alison Cormack said at the meeting.

Even as it considers additional
cuts, the council is also weighing a measure that would further
eat into this year’s budget: give
tenants at city-owned properties
rent relief.
During normal times, the city
generates about $278,000 per
month from 67 tenants, according to the staff report. But since
public health orders kicked in
last March, many of these tenants have been forced to shutter
and have requested assistance.
The city had allowed about 20
tenants at Palo Alto Airport and
Cubberley Community Center
to defer its rent payments in the
first three months of the pandemic, costing the city $250,000
in uncollected rent by the end of
last June. In addition, the city is
reporting about $149,000 in delinquencies from tenants who
did not apply or qualify for relief
in the first three months of the

(continued from page 7)

with local hotels either shuttered
or operating well below capacity,
the funding source has shrunk
considerably over the past year. In
the last three months of 2020, the
city collected just $1.57 million
in hotel tax receipts, a decrease
of 85.7% from the same period
in 2019, when the city collected
$10.94 million.
According to the Administrative Services Department report,
occupancy rates last December
were 38.4% with an average room
rate of $117 per day, down from
$279 per day over the same period
in the prior year. As a result, the
council is preparing to adjust its
2021 budget to reduce its revenue
projection from hotel taxes from
the budgeted level of $14.9 million to $4.8 million, a 67.7% drop.
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Courtesy Run For Fun Camps

by Lloyd Lee

Camper Emma Cellinese-Aquilanti plays dodgeball at Run For Fun
Camps, which operates a day camp in Palo Alto.
said. “A lot of schools have been
operating safely. ... That’s easy.”
At Run For Fun Camps, which
restarted its afterschool program
on Aug. 17, masks, outdoor activity and smaller cohorts of kids that
were restricted from mixing were
essential for a safe fall and winter
session. Pool noodles also came in
handy, according to Barth.
“We’ve tried to think outside
the box,” Barth said. “We use
pool noodles to try and implement
some sort of distancing because a
lot of our games pre-COVID-19
were touch and tag-based.”
At Oshman Family Jewish
Community Center’s J-Camp, a
day camp that operated last July,
campers practiced constant sanitization and mask-wearing — and
sang hand-washing songs.
“We made it fun,” said Rebecca Bigman, camp director of
J-Camp. “We created our own
mask-wearing camp traditions.”
Research has given camp directors some measure of reassurance. A study by Duke University
School of Medicine found that day
camps that took precautions saw
minimal spread of the coronavirus. The research was based on an
analysis of YMCA day camps in
six North Carolina counties that
hosted a total of 6,000 children
and staff members, and where
39% of camps primarily offered
indoor activities.

“Only 19 cases of symptomatic
disease among 6,830 children
and staff members” were found,
according to the report.
Directors at Run for Fun Camps
and J-Camp reported no outbreaks of COVID-19 at their day
camps. At Run For Fun, Barth
said there were “close calls” in
which family members of children reported positive results, but
there was no spread within the
camp. Similarly, at J-Camp, Dave
Rosenfeld, director of youth and
teens, reported a “handful” of exposures from outside communities, but zero transmission within
its campus and cohorts.
“All of our measures have been
really successful,” Rosenfeld
said.
Data on overnight summer
camps are a bit more limited. In
September, the CDC published
a case study of four overnight
summer camps in Maine — with
1,022 attendees from 41 states
and international locations —
that prevented an outbreak by adhering to “pre-arrival quarantine,
pre- and post-arrival testing and
symptom screening, cohorting,
use of face coverings, physical
distancing, enhanced hygiene
measures, cleaning and disinfecting, and maximal outdoor
programming.”

health crisis.
Since then, the city has been
fielding more requests for rent
forgiveness, according to staff.
On Monday, the council will
consider how far it should go in
providing it.
The most ambitious option on
the table would result in three
months of rent forgiveness for
all 67 tenants, which includes
nonprofits and businesses of
various sizes. That option would
cost the city about $875,000 in
lost revenues, according to staff.
Another idea is to exclude large
businesses from the forgiveness
program, which would limit the
number of tenants who receive
forgiveness to 57 and cost the
city $751,000. The third option
presented by staff would limit
rent forgiveness to the 17 nonprofit tenants, which would cost
$203,000.
Despite the ongoing budget

woes, city staff is recommending
moving ahead with rent relief,
provided that the tenant receiving
assistance meets numerous conditions: The tenant should have
no outstanding delinquencies
for payments due prior to April
2020; have had gross revenues of
less than $2.5 million in 2019; be
able to show proof that its operations have been impacted by the
county’s public health orders; and
have experienced a gross revenue
decline by at least 50% between
the first half of 2019 and the first
half of 2020.
“While the rent forgiveness
program will impact the city’s
budget, it is believed to be necessary to assist vital community
businesses through an unprecedented pandemic,” the staff report states. Q
Staff Writer Gennady Sheyner
can be emailed at gsheyner@
paweekly.com.

(continued on page 30)

During a Heart Attack,
Every Minute Counts
Know the warning signs:
• Chest discomfort, pain, or pressure that
lasts for more than a few minutes, or
that goes away and returns
• Upper body discomfort or pain,
including in the arms, back, neck, jaw,
or stomach
• Shortness of breath
• Lightheadedness, nausea, or vomiting
• Extreme fatigue
• Cold sweat
Chest pain is the most common
symptom of a heart attack in men
and women. Women are more likely
to report some of the other common
symptoms listed above. The hospital is
still the safest place you can be in an
emergency. Don’t hesitate. Call 911.

Caring for your heart is essential, even during the pandemic. Make
cardiovascular health a priority starting this Heart Month by exercising,
eating a balanced diet, keeping up routine medical visits, and promptly
addressing signs of illness. We are prepared to safely care for you.
Learn more about cardiovascular health at stanfordhealthcare.org/heartmonth
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Answers to this week’s puzzles, which can be found on page 35.
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subscription starts
at only $5 /month
Visit:
PaloAltoOnline.com/join

Ernlé William Dyer Young

Gary David Zweig
September 1, 1949 – January 21, 2021
Gary Zweig, a remarkable
husband, father, brother,
friend, physician, and
photographer died at the
age of 71. He was born in
Rochester, NY to Edythe and
Paul, who ran a collection
of clothing stores with a
pride and determination
he carried with him all
his life. He was known in
his youth and thereafter
for his sweet smile and
uncommon combination of
studiousness, creativity, and
love of fun.
Gary fulfilled his dream
of becoming a physician
by attending Case Western
Reserve University, the
University of Rochester Medical School, and the University
of Chicago, where he completed his training in Internal
Medicine. In college, he met his wife of 48 years, Susan.
Together they built a wonderful life centered on a shared love
of family, careers, friends, community, and travel. Gary’s
sense of adventure brought them to California in 1979, where
they settled in Palo Alto and raised three sons, Eric, Jeffrey,
and David.
Gary joined Sunnyvale Medical Clinic in 1979 and practiced
Internal Medicine there for 18 years. In addition to his clinical
work, he served as Chair of the Recruitment Committee,
helping to expand the group to over 150 physicians. He was
on the staff of El Camino Hospital and volunteered at the
RotaCare Clinic. In 1998, he ventured into private practice
in Palo Alto and associated with Stanford Hospital. His
dedication to his patients, compassion, and ability to skillfully
care for a wide range of medical issues propelled his career
for 22 more years. He cared for multiple generations of
patients and was as beloved as he was respected. He retired
in September 2020.
Gary’s interests and talents extended far beyond medicine.
During his 41 years in Palo Alto, he could be found playing
baseball with his sons and coaching their youth sports teams,
hiking and photographing in the Baylands and Foothills
Park, swimming, mountain biking, practicing conversational
Spanish, and walking with his dog, Tess. He was an adoring
husband and father, extraordinary nature photographer,
creative cook and gardener, trusted mentor, and loyal friend.
His priority was always his family, for whom he exemplified
love, commitment, joy, and presence.
Gary is survived by his wife, Susan; sons, Eric, David, Jeffrey,
and daughter-in-law, Ashley; brother, Richard, and sister-inlaw, Julie; niece, Hannah; and nephews, Jacob and Aaron.
His values, the life he created for himself and his family, and
the many lives he touched are his legacy. Donations in his
memory may be sent to Ravenswood Family Health Network,
Ecumenical Hunger Program, or the ASPCA.
PAID
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Ernlé William Dyer Young reached
the end of his earthly Incredible
Journey on February 14, 2021,
surrounded by love in his own home.
His journey began in Johannesburg,
South Africa, born to Peggy and
Weldon Young on December 14, 1932.
He met the love of his life when he was
nineteen and she was thirteen, and
they embarked on a lifelong adventure
together. He will be deeply missed by
his wife, Margaret and his healing dog
Tuppy, his daughter Heather and her
husband Peter, his son Andrew and his
wife Mara and their daughters Alex
and Christi, his daughter Jenny and
her husband Gino and their daughter
Andriana and sons Daniel, Michael
and Nicholas, his son Timothy and
his wife Eryn and their son Levon, and his nephews Gavin and
Robin. He leaves behind a large extended family and a wide circle
of loving friends.
Ernlé expressed his talents in many ways over the years, as a
printer, theologian, Methodist minister, anti-apartheid activist,
biomedical ethicist and professor. He was a fiercely independent
thinker with a deep sense of social justice and a restlessness
about the status quo. Coupled with his generous spirit and big
heart, this assured that he “comforted the afflicted and afflicted
the comfortable.” His curiosity and courage took him all over
the world and into many interesting situations, including clashes
with the apartheid government of South Africa, ultimately
leading to his immigration to California and his rewarding
career as a professor at Stanford University where he co-founded
the Center for Biomedical Ethics, served as Associate Dean of
Memorial Church and led the Stanford University Hospital
Chaplaincy Department. He culminated his career overseeing
ethical conduct of research at NASA Ames Research Center, then
retired to Talent Oregon in 2013.
Ernlé was an avid runner, tennis player, backpacker, and
pianist, who loved sipping scotch in his hot tub. He and Margaret
opened their home to family, friends, and people in need, always
extending gracious and warm hospitality. His creativity found
expression in his lifelong woodworking avocation and his family
and friends are surrounded by his beautiful labors of love. As he
always asked that his epitaph would read, we will remember that
“Whatever he did, he did with passion.” Condolences may be
offered in his honor to the Sierra Club.
PAID
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Visit

Lasting Memories
An online directory of obituaries and remembrances.
Search obituaries, submit a memorial, share a photo.
Go to: www.PaloAltoOnline.com/obituaries

Pulse
A weekly compendium
of vital statistics

POLICE CALLS
Palo Alto

Feb. 18-Feb.24
Violence related
Curtner Avenue, 1/19, 8:01 p.m.; child
abuse/physical.
Edgewood Drive, 2/3, 7:27 p.m.; child
abuse/physical.
Bryant Street, 2/3, 1 p.m.; sexual
assault/oral copulation.
El Camino Real, 2/15, 7:40 a.m.; arson.
El Camino Real, 2/17, 7:01 p.m.;
domestic violence/battery.
High Street, 2/19, 10:18 p.m.; strong
arm robbery.
Webster Street, 2/20, 5:55 a.m.; sexual
assault.
Theft related
Fraud . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Identity theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Petty theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4
Vehicle related
Auto theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Bicycle theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8
Hit and run . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
Misc. traffic . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Theft from auto . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
Theft from auto attempt . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Vehicle accident/prop damage . . . . . . 1
Vehicle impound . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Vehicle tow . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Alcohol or drug related
Driving under influence . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Possession of paraphernalia . . . . . . . . 2
Miscellaneous
Found property. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
Located missing person . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
Misc. penal code violation . . . . . . . . . . 2
Outside investigation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Psychiatric subject . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Suspicious circumstances . . . . . . . . . . 3
Warrant/other agency . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4

Menlo Park

Feb. 17-Feb. 23
Violence related
Ringwood Avenue/Pierce Road, 2/23,
11:28 a.m.; robbery.
Theft related
Fraud . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
Petty theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
Vehicle related
Abandoned auto. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Auto recovery . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Auto theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Driving w/ suspended license. . . . . . . . 1
Hit and run . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Misc. traffic . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Theft from auto . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Vehicle accident/minor injury . . . . . . . . 1
Vehicle tow . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Alcohol or drug related
Possession of paraphernalia . . . . . . . . 2
Miscellaneous
Disturbance . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Found property. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Mental evaluation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
Vandalism . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Warrant arrest. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1

OBITUARIES
A list of local residents who
died recently:
Gary David Zweig, 71,
a physician and Palo Alto
resident, died on Jan. 21.
Ronald Jay Sax, 88, a
computer programmer and
longtime Palo Alto resident,
died on Feb. 13. Emily
Arnold, 85, a Palo Alto native
and former teacher’s aide,
died on Feb. 14.
To read full obituaries,
leave remembrances and post
photos, go to Lasting Memories at PaloAltoOnline.com/
obituaries. Q
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Ronald Jay Sax
January 2, 1933 – February 13, 2021
Ronald Jay Sax passed away
peacefully on February 13,
2021 after thankfully short battles with Parkinson’s Disease
and cancer. Born and raised
in Benton Harbor, Michigan,
he hadn’t traveled farther than
Chicago until he joined the Air
Force in 1952. His four years in
the Air Force took him around
the United States and to Japan,
setting off a series of fateful
events. After his service, he returned home to attend Central
Michigan University, where he joined the International Club,
sparked by his interest in Japan. There he met and fell in love
with Katoko, a foreign exchange student from Japan who
would become his wife of 50 years. During that half century,
he was a husband, father, grandfather, friend, traveler, jazz
enthusiast, runner, and advocate for peace and justice.
Ron and Katoko were living near Chicago with their two
young children when, just after the Chicago Blizzard of 1967,
a job opportunity arose in sunny California. They took it!
Ron loved, and thrived in, his new hometown of Palo Alto.
He was a computer programmer and spent the rest of his career working for SLAC (Stanford Linear Accelerator Center),
Stanford University and finally RLG (Research Libraries
Group), from which he retired in 2000. The place and time
gave him a front row seat to watch Silicon Valley develop. He
traveled the world with his wife and family, taking hundreds
of trips to over 40 countries and many more places within the
United States, reaching out to friends and family everywhere
they went. He trained himself to be a long distance runner,
competing in countless races, including three San Francisco
Marathons. He joined the Board of PAJA (Palo Alto Jazz
Alliance) and traveled to Cuba in 2000 on a jazz-oriented
trip sponsored by PAJA. He was an active member of the
Palo Alto Friends Meeting and, among other contributions,
gave his time to Hotel de Zink, a shelter program hosted by
PAFM, distributing meals every December for 20 years.
He loved learning, travel, sports and music, and nothing
gave him more pleasure than seeing his four grandsons participating in those endeavors. Over the years he took them
on various trips, went to many of their recitals, presentations
and sporting events, and was filled with pride upon attending their graduations, having made it to all four high school
and two college ceremonies (the rest are in progress).
His love for his children, Naomi (Neil Simmons) and Kenji
(Cindy Lamerson), and grandsons, Nathan, Joel, Nick and
Scott, passion for learning, concern for the world, and his
kind and gentle ways will be missed by all those who knew
and loved him.
Due to Covid-19, the family will hold a private memorial
at home.
In lieu of flowers, we ask that donations be made to the
Danville d’Elegance Foundation (for Parkinson’s research),
www.danville-delegance.org.
PAID

“Laundry Day” by Teri Vershel
2020 Best In Show and Travel Winner

ENTRY DEADLINE

Mar. 22

Information & Registration:
peninsulacontest2021.artcall.org
PRESENTED BY

ONLINE

THE 35TH ANNUAL PALO ALTO WEEKLY

Short Story Contest
Prizes for First, Second
and Third place winners
in each category:

Adult, Young Adult and Teen

ALL STORIES MUST BE SUBMITTED ONLINE AT:

PaloAltoOnline.com/short_story
ALL stories
must be
2,500 words
or less

ONLINE ENTRY
DEADLINE
April 2, 2021
Sponsored by:

OBITUARY
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* Rendering may vary slightly from actual home or its surroundings.

Orchard Park Palo Alto’s Newest Neighborhood
Live, work, and learn from a beautiful new home with space for the whole family at Orchard Park.
A community of 16 new luxury homes each with 5+ bedrooms and light-filled, finished basements complete
with lounge, wet bar, and space for a gym and home theater.
Starting at $4,600,000

More at OrchardParkPaloAlto.com

#1 AGENT
Michael Dreyfus, Golden Gate Sotheby’s International Realty
TOP 125 AGENT
WSJ / Real Trends
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Current Listings

4101 Clemo Avenue, Palo Alto · $4,530,900

1928 Cowper Street, Palo Alto · $4,995,000

4121 Orchard Court, Palo Alto · $5,271,500

4123 Orchard Court, Palo Alto · $5,578,300

4103 Clemo Avenue, Palo Alto · $5,782,400

15350 El Camino Grande, Saratoga · $7,995,000

12160 Kate Drive, Los Altos Hills · $16,800,000

15400 Madrone Hill Road, Saratoga · $20,000,000

30 Trail Lane, Woodside · $23,000,000

40 Firethorn Way, Portola Valley · $28,750,000

Each office is independently owned and operated.

Book Your Private Viewing Online at
www.Dreyfus.Group

Michael Dreyfus

Noelle Queen

650.485.3476

650.427.9211

m.dreyfus@ggsir.com

n.queen@ggsir.com

Lic. #01121795

Lic. #01917593
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Spectrum
Editorials, letters and opinions

Guest Opinion

Behind closed doors: The pandemic’s quiet warriors

S

ince July,
I’ve worked
as a Santa
Clara County disaster volunteer
conducting contact
tracing. My friends
and family have
kindly praised this
effort, but the personal benefits I’ve
gained from doing
this important public health work have far
outweighed my commitment. In a time of
great uncertainty, this work gives me direction and purpose and knowledge that there
is a path forward as long as we all work together following the Public Health Department’s lead.
When the pandemic hit, I was in the middle of my second year of retirement after a
30-year career in public education working
as a teacher and librarian. In early March my
husband and I returned from our first trip
to South America, a journey we had saved
for and dreamed about for a very long time.
Two days before we arrived home, a friend
emailed me and said she had bought extra
bottles of Tylenol and toilet paper for us because stores were running out of these basic
items. It was alarming to arrive home to such
uncertainty, soon followed by news reports
of sharply rising COVID-19 infections and
deaths.
In April, our son, who lives in New York,
showed us photos of portable morgues in
nearby neighborhoods. It was hard for him
to sleep at night because sirens blared at
all hours. In May, our daughter moved in
with us for a few weeks. She’s a preschool

Letters
Follow-up to 911
nightmare
Editor,
There was excellent coverage
over a year ago by Palo Alto Weekly about the absolute failures of the
Palo Alto Police, Officer Yolanda
Franco-Clausen and dispatcher
Brina Elmore to aid a 54-year-old
female resident having a seizure.
The City Council was going to
provide answers. There was discussion in changes of protocol, as
well as failure of the city to comply
with the California Public Records
Act. Why have we heard nothing
more of this?
As a 53-year-old resident, I want
to know what the city has done
to change the failed policies and
procedures of the Palo Alto Police
Department.
As a resident, I am looking for

by Rachel
speech therapist at a local public school,
and I watched her try to figure out how to
engage energetic preschoolers on this new
video conferencing platform called Zoom.
My husband started working from home, too.
Even though he missed the comradery of his
officemates, he adjusted pretty easily. I, on
the other hand, was a wreck.
In June, I abandoned all pretense of reading or doing much else and became obsessed
with the news. This was not healthy. Feeling
powerless never is. But I was fortunate. My
family wasn’t sick. We had housing, food and
a good Internet connection. Palo Alto was
doing a good job of updating us on all the
changes to our community, and, thanks to
their efforts, I read about the county’s need
for contact tracers.
In late June, I began training in the county’s
excellent contact tracing program. In July, I
made my first confidential phone call. The
contact tracing interview is designed to help
people who test positive for COVID-19 recover and isolate safely and to advise people
who have been in close contact with the virus
to quarantine and test. The most important
questions we ask are: “How are you feeling?”
and “How can we help?” Thanks to a language translation service, we can ask these
questions in any language, and we strive to be
culturally aware and respect every individual
and family situation.
Some of the most challenging conversations I’ve had are around the importance of
quarantine. We tell people who have been in
close contact with the virus but have tested
negative and are not experiencing symptoms
to quarantine inside their homes for 10 days
after their last contact with the virus and to
watch for symptoms for an additional four

answers and accountability. It is
not the job of the police to diagnose medical conditions. They are
absolutely unqualified as proven
by this interaction. It is almost
two years after the initial incident,
please don’t say discussions are
still ongoing. There are so many
remaining unanswered questions.
This is also a failure of City Manager Ed Shikada and City Attorney
Molly Stump to comply with investigations and answer the questions of Palo Alto Weekly.
The city manager and city attorney are not elected by the residents,
yet somehow make decisions on
their behalf without city council really questioning them. We elected
the city council to represent us. The
council is the employer; the city
manager and staff are the employees. Shikada should not run the city
without the council’s firm control.
We should demand accountability.
Dena Seki
High Street, Palo Alto
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Kellerman
days. This is a big sacrifice. People who are
in quarantine are feeling fine, yet they must
stay apart from others because they are potentially infectious. They cannot work. They
cannot shop for groceries. They cannot go
out into the world. They are home yet must
fight the natural impulse to hold their ailing loved ones close for fear they will get
infected.
Unfortunately, COVID-19 infections tend
to roll through families. As member after
member of a family tests positive, some
people endure an extended quarantine situation that can last for weeks. Their individual
actions help stop the spread of COVID-19
but at tremendous cost to their incomes and
well-being. There has been so much reporting in the news about loud and angry groups
of people who refuse to follow simple public
health practices, like wearing a mask, but
not nearly enough coverage of the quiet warriors who protect us all by enduring home
quarantine.
We owe everyone who isolates and quarantines when faced with the virus a great debt
of thanks. Behind their closed doors, they are
a powerful weapon against the virus. We can
show our respect and gratitude by continuing to follow public health guidelines such
as mask wearing, avoiding crowds, testing
when appropriate and getting a vaccine when
eligible. For people who have questions about
the vaccine, take the time to learn about its
importance by exploring the county’s vaccine website, which is updated frequently, at
sccfreevax.org.
Our contact tracing training is ongoing and
provides the support required to engage with
strangers on the phone about some of life’s
most difficult problems. During one training

Natural gas and
electrification
Editor,
In “City seeks new ways to
fight climate change” (Palo
Alto Weekly, Feb. 19), a city
council member claims that “we
all agree that climate change is
the single biggest threat facing
us at the moment.” That’s not
true. The biggest threats are
incompetent political leaders,
misguided and destructive government mandates, ignorance
and innumeracy.
I burn about 300 therms of
natural gas per year for hot
water and home heating. Each
therm burned releases 12
pounds of CO2, so my annual
CO2 emission from natural
gas is 3,600 pounds (1.6 metric
tons). In the California Capand-Trade Program, CO2 emission offsets are priced at around
$17/ton, so I could offset my

session given just prior to the winter surge,
we were asked two questions about the pandemic’s emotional impact on our lives: What
brings you desolation? What brings you consolation? When I think about how this year
has changed me, my family and our community, I think about those questions and how
they intertwine.
We grieve for the communities and workers who have been disproportionately impacted by COVID-19, but hope that this
glaring disparity will lead to better public
health policies and economic investment. We
lament the time lost in the physical presence
of others but have learned new ways to connect remotely. Uncertainty can breed stress
and despair but can also motivate someone
like me to grab hold of a new opportunity
for public service. I’m grateful for this volunteer work, and for the measure of peace and
purpose it has brought during this pandemic
year. Q
Rachel Kellerman is a retired educator
and community volunteer.

What’s your pandemic
story?

What’s this past year been like for you?
How has the pandemic changed your life?
The Palo Alto Weekly wants to hear local
residents’ stories of this pandemic year and
how you and your perspective are different
now. Send your thoughts, short or long, to
editor@paweekly.com. Or leave us a threeminute voicemail at 650-223-6510. Include
your name and a way for us to contact you.
We’ll publish readers’ reflections in March
as part of a two-part series, “One Year In.”

natural gas CO2 emissions for
about $30/year.
The story says that some
people “may be unable to afford electrification or unwilling to pay more than $15,000 to

electrify their homes.” Maybe
they’re too intelligent: What
idiot would spend $15,000 to
offset $30 per year?
Jonathan Seder
Fulton Street, Palo Alto

WHAT DO YOU THINK?
The Palo Alto Weekly encourages comments on our coverage
or on issues of local interest.

What do you think about
using license plate readers
for parking enforcement?
Submit letters to the editor of up to 300 words to letters@paweekly.com.
Submit guest opinions of 750 to 950 words to editor@paweekly.com. Include
your name, address and daytime phone number so we can reach you.
We reserve the right to edit contributions for length, objectionable content,
libel and factual errors known to us. Anonymous letters will generally not be
accepted. Submitting a letter to the editor or guest opinion constitutes a granting
of permission to the Palo Alto Weekly and Embarcadero Media to also publish it
online, including in our online archives and as a post on Town Square.
For more information, contact Editorial Assistant Lloyd Lee at llee@paweekly.
com or 650-223-6526 or Editor Jocelyn Dong at editor@paweekly.com.
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Arts & Entertainment
A weekly guide to music, theater, art, culture, books and more, edited by Karla Kane

THEATER REVIEW

Michael Champlin to
livestream Will Eno’s
enigmatic one-person play
by John Orr
Courtesy Los Altos Stage Company

It was nominated for a Pulitzer Prize
and was otherwise honored. Still, what
is it about?
Local actor Michael Champlin will be
giving audiences chances to think about
it themselves when he delivers the oneman show for Los Altos Stage Company
in six livestreamed performances beginning Feb. 26.
“Will Eno, as a playwright, likes to
give these almost esoteric musings to the
audience,” Champlin said during a recent
Zoom interview.
The play “is about the struggle between thinking and feeling, between
heart and mind, and how we get in our
own ways,” Champlin said. “Do we see
happiness, do we accept it or let it sabotage itself?”
Part of the cleverness of Eno’s writing
is how he builds the story through connected ideas. “All through ‘Thom Pain,’”
Champlin said, “there are thoughts that
come in relation to the stories he tells.
The stories create a feeling, and make
him think of something more.”
It’s not exactly a narrative timeline.
“There’s a lot that’s funny, a lot that is
introspective. It’s a blend of a lot of different things. It kind of traverses so many
different territories,” he said.

Courtesy Los Altos Stage Company

hen “Thom Pain
(based on nothing),”
by Will Eno
showed up in 2004, many
theater critics were almost at sea
when trying to describe it. But
pretty much all of them were in
awe of its beautiful writing.

Does that sound like a tricky sort of
play to deliver? To learn it, Champlin
taped the entire script in pieces on the
wall, and spent a lot of time reading
through them, again and again, to absorb it all.
He’ll be performing the show by himself at the Bus Barn Theater, in front of
cameras that will livestream it, Feb. 2628 and March 5-7. Tickets are $20.
It is the third one-person show Los Altos Stage will have livestreamed this season. The first two, “Fully Committed,”
starring Max Tachis, and “Ann,” starring
Judith Miller, were both excellent. Santa
Clara County’s COVID-19 restrictions
disallow live audiences but both Tachis
and Miller delivered strong performances anyway, and Champlin can be trusted
to do the same.
Even in normal circumstances, actors
can’t usually see the audience in the theater, Champlin pointed out, because of
the way stage lights limit their vision.
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Actor Michael Champlin, left, is a familiar face on Bay Area stages, where he's been
performing for 15 years. Above, Champlin performs the one-man show "Thom Pain (based
on nothing)" with Los Altos Stage Company. The show will be presented as a livestream.

But, of course, live audiences can be
heard, which gives a certain live feedback to the actors.
All that will have to happen in Champlin’s mind.
He is doing the show “for a host of
reasons, not the least of which is that,
as an actor during the pandemic, having
the opportunity to get on a stage again.
I jumped at it.
“And, also, I am thrilled to return to
Los Altos Stage. Gary (Landis) is a fantastic director. When I read the script —
I wasn’t familiar with it — I thought it
was incredible, and that I would love to
dive into it.”
A familiar face to local theatergoers,
Champlin was born and raised on Long
Island, and lived in New York for most
of his life. He got into theater at a young
age, partly thanks to family trips to Manhattan theaters, and thanks to a grandfather who would read the New York
Times Arts section with him.
“I started focusing on theater in middle
school,” said Champlin. “I did plays in
school, went to Tufts University, studied
theater there, then came out of college
focusing more on directing in film.”
But theater continued to pull him in,
and he taught theater and storytelling in

East Harlem and the Bronx.
His first wife brought him to the Bay
Area 15 years ago. The marriage didn’t
last, but Champlin quickly came to like
the Bay Area’s theater community. And
theater is now a family business. He met
his second wife, Katie O’Bryon Champlin, while performing in “Northanger
Abbey” at The Pear Theatre in Mountain
View in 2008. His son Jack, 14, from his
first marriage, is doing theater at Palo
Alto High School; second son Henry, 6,
with O’Bryon Champlin, is “doing kindergarten in the living room.”
By Feb. 19, Champlin had already
started running “Thom Pain” at the Bus
Barn and had gotten comfortable in the
environment.
“It fits for this character. The entire
show is direct to audience. It’s written
to deliver to an engaged audience. It’s a
fit for the void we all exist in now (during the COVID-19 lockdown),” he said.
“This surreal kind of existence, when
you can almost trick yourself into thinking the outside doesn’t exist. So much of
that fits the theme of ‘Thom Pain.’”
More information is available at
losaltosstage.org/livestream-shows/. Q
Contributing Writer John Orr can be
emailed at johnorr@regardingarts.com.
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GUIDE TO 2021 SUMMER CAMPS FOR KIDS

To advertise your camp
in print or online
call (650) 326-8210.

R E T U R N S T H I S S U M M E R : AU G . 2 – S E P T. 3 , 2021

Explore your interest in STEM within the
supportive community of Foothill College.
TechCore Summer Institute is a
STEM pathway program for high
school graduates and equivalency
earners who will be enrolling at
Foothill College in the fall.
No prior experience or skills in
any STEM discipline necessary.
Scholarships are available based
on need. Currently planned as on
online program.

To learn more, email sli@foothill.edu or visit:

foothill.edu/techcore
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TENNIS

CAMPS

Palo Alto - Menlo Park - Belmont - San Mateo - Santa Clara
Weekly: May 31 - August 8, 2021

Weekly Camps

Morning Camps (AM)
Afternoon Camps (PM)
NIght Camps
Full Day Camps (FD)

• All Ages - All Levels
• Comprehensive Curriculum
• Motor Skill Development
• Structured Games
• Point / Match Play
• Fitness / Agility Training
DISCOUNT ON EVERY SINGLE WEEK!
February - March 31st:
.L[ VɈL]LY`JHTW`V\ZPNU\WMVY
Code: EARLYBIRD10
April 1st - August 2nd:
.L[ VɈL]LY`JHTW`V\ZPNU\WMVY
Code: SUMMER5

Lunch options
Smoothie options

*LY[PÄLK*VHJOPUN;LHT7YV]PKPUN
*VUZPZ[LU[0TWYV]LTLU[^P[OTons
*VUZPZ[LU[0TWYV]LTLU[^P[O
Tons of Fun!
Text / Call: 650-690-0678
Email: admin@kimgranttennis.com

Sleep Away Camp
TENNIS Focused plus:
-

ALL ME R
SUM G
LON

Soccer
Basketball
Baseball
Swimming
Pickleball

Monterey Bay
Weekly: May 31 - August 8

BEST CAMP EXPERIENCE!

•
•
•

Professional, Structured, Safe,
Developmental + FUN!

24hr Supervision
All Meals Included
Housing Included

Other Activities:
- Horseback Riding
- Kayaking
%HDFK%RQðUH
- Cannery Row visit

Secure your spot ASAP!

“By far my best Summer
Camp!” - Jessie R. 15yrs

WWW.KIMGRANTTENNIS.COM
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iNVENT & iMAGINE

Camp for
Girls Entering
Grades 4–8

STEM Day Camp For Girls
Registration is Open!
www.castilleja.org/i2camp

All Girls Day Camp ~ Palo Alto, CA
Arts, Sports,
Games, and
So Much More!
Camp for Girls Entering Grades 2–9
Counselor in Training Program Offered
Registration is Open!
www.castilleja.org/summercamp
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PALO ALTO HIGH SCHOOL'S 17TH ANNUAL

SPEECH AND DEBATE CAMP
2021 ONLINE ZOOM CAMP

:((.21(-81( b:((.7:2-81(b
SPEECH: 10AM–12PM

DEBATE: 1PM–3PM
$250b)2521(6(66,21b
(SPEECH OR DEBATE ONLY)
$450b)25%27+6(66,216
(FULL DAY, SPEECH & DEBATE)
$850b)256(66,216
b:,7+,17+(6$0()$0,/<b
CONTACT US FOR SCHOLARSHIPS

THE PERFECT CAMP FOR 10-16 YEAR OLDS:
-TAUGHT BY THE PALY SPEECH AND DEBATE
TEAM
-4:1 CAMPER TO COUNSELOR RATIO
– BECOME A CONFIDENT38%/,&63($.(5bb
–MASTER RESEARCH, WRITING, & CRITICAL
THINKING SKILLS

REGISTER AT: PASDC.COM
ONLINE ZOOM CAMP
CONTACT US:b3$/<63((&+$1''(%$7(#*0$,/&20
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Stanford Soccer Club is excited to introduce
the SSC Juniors Program!

Beginner soccer,
weekend program
with
Coach Pedro Duarte
for boys and girls ages 4 to 8.

Register at:
stanfordsoccerclub.org

STANFORD EXPLORE

A Lecture Series on Biomedical Research
DATES: July 12-30, 2021
Monday through Friday 9am-12pm daily 7HJPÄJ:[HUKHYK;PTL
ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS::[\KLU[ZT\Z[J\YYLU[S`ILPU [O[ONYHKL
H[[OL[PTLVMYLNPZ[YH[PVU
SUMMER 2021 PLANS:
>LHYLWSHUUPUN[VOH]LH]PY[\HSaVVTWYVNYHTMVY[OLZ\TTLYVMMVY^LLRZ
1\S`1\S`[O" HTWT
WEEK 11\S`0TT\UVSVN`5L\YVZJPLUJL
WEEK 21\S` :[LT*LSS*HUJLY
WEEK 31\S`)PVPUMVYTH[PJZ)PVLUNPULLYPUN

REGISTRATION:>PSSVWLUVU4HYJOZ[VUV\Y^LIZP[L
INFORMATION:=PZP[L_WSVYLZ[HUMVYKLK\
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Automated
eats

Meet Silicon Valley’s
latest sous chefs
by Elena Kadvany

In the foreground, Alex Kolchinski, CEO of Mezli takeout restaurant, which operates out of Kitchentown in San Mateo, has developed a robotic sous chef named Susie. Once
she’s ready for prime time, Susie will be churning out menu items at Mezli. Photo by Elena Kadvany.

S

20-by-8-foot shipping container. She will soon be the newest employee of Mezli, a local
startup that wants to use robotics to make cheap, convenient,
high-quality food available to
the masses.
The founders of Mezli — two
Stanford University graduates
and one current doctoral student
with experience in artificial intelligence (AI), robotics and
software and mechanical engineering — envision a future
in which prefabricated Susies
can be installed in parking lots,
shopping malls, universities and
sports stadiums. Because there
are no humans involved or high

usie is a local sous chef
who spends her days on
the line, making Mediterranean grain bowls with
turmeric-coriander rice, chicken, roasted vegetables, crispy
garbanzo beans and drizzles of
a spicy, bright-red chermoula
sauce. She’s the ideal employee: She works impossibly long
hours without complaint, maintaining near-perfect consistency
no matter how many bowls she
makes. Susie forgoes benefits
and vacations. She also doesn’t
get paid.
Susie, as it turns out, is a robot, a collection of software
and hardware inside a massive

rent to pay, that means you can
get a cauliflower and turmeric
rice bowl for $4.99.
“(We) started looking into
what makes it so expensive to
serve great-quality food at a restaurant,” CEO Alex Kolchinski
said, “and realized if we actually applied some robotics to the
problem, we could significantly
reduce the price point of highquality food.”
Kolchinski is an AI researcher who dropped out of his doctoral program to start Mezli
with co-founders Alex Gruebele
and Max Perham. Gruebele,
Mezli’s chief technology officer and an avid home cook, is

finishing his doctoral degree in
robotics and sensors while experimenting with home-curing
meats and pickling. Perham is
an aerospace engineer who once
worked at McDonalds and InN-Out Burger. As hungry, broke
graduate students with little
time to cook, they felt like there
was no good option for highquality restaurant food that’s
both quick and affordable.
Enter Susie, who — once she’s
ready for prime time — will
be churning out a menu that
was created by a human chef.
The Mezli founders teamed up
with Eric Minnich, a classically
trained chef with experience at

Michelin-starred restaurants, to
develop a menu that a robot can
confidently execute 24 hours a
day, seven days a week.
Unlike a human sous chef,
Susie cannot work with open
flames or oil. Minnich said he
had to “reimagine the limits”
of cooking, including freezing
ingredients or keeping them
cold until they’re reheated
and served. (The rice-making
method they came up with is
also unconventional, and proprietary.) Sauces and toppings
like crispy chickpeas and pumpkin seeds are all pre-packaged.
(continued on page 28)

TECHNOLOGY

The rise of food-making robots
Here are four local companies betting on automation and robotics for the future of food

Chowbotics, Redwood City:
Chowbotics debuted Sally the
salad-making robot at the nowclosed Calafia Cafe in Palo Alto

in 2017. Sally, a 3-by-3-by-6foot box that can operate 24/7,
has since graduated from salads to customizable grain and
poke bowls, parfaits, cereals and
snacks and has been installed at
universities, hospitals and grocery stores. Third-party delivery
company DoorDash acquired
Chowbotics this month, stating
in an announcement that the robot will help restaurants “expand
their current menu offerings as
well as reach new customers in
new markets without investing in
an entirely new store.”
Yo-Kai Express, Hayward:
How about a bowl of black garlic tonkotsu ramen, made in 45
seconds inside a vending machine? Yo-Kai Express is using
automation to bring high-quality
ramen to offices throughout the
Bay Area, including in Mountain
View — pitched as a workaround

to the cost and labor challenges
of setting up a company cafeteria.
The ramen machines are now in
hospitals, hotels, airports, college
campuses and the Metreon in San
Francisco. Last month, the company took automation into the
home kitchen with a smart appliance that includes a coffee maker,
a high-induction cooktop and a
steamer all in one.
Zume, Mountain View: Zume
Pizza may offer a cautionary tale
for rapid automation expansion.
The company raised $5.7 million for a robotic pizza assembly
line and special trucks that can
bake pizzas en route (potentially
someday delivered by self-driving vehicles). But by 2020, the
company laid off more than 250
employees and announced it was
shutting down its pizza operation
to focus on other opportunities. Q
— Elena Kadvany

Magali Guathier

Botrista, Redwood City:
Botrista’s DrinkBot can make
custom drinks in seconds using
12 nozzles that process liquid ingredients, mixed at a ratio that’s
preset in a recipe and then dispensed into a cup. The drink is
blended using patented technology that mimics the motion of a
bartender shaking a cocktail. The
company’s founders believe that
automating drinks will bring in
additional revenue to restaurants,
which would no longer need to
hire or pay for a human bartender
or barista. Botrista’s robot is in
restaurants in San Francisco, Los
Angeles, Seattle and Taiwan, and
the company has ambitious plans
to add 300 more locations nationwide by the end of the year.

Yo-Kai, an autonomous restaurant that serves hot ramen
dispensed from a machine, is among a handful of local
restaurants turning to robots in the kitchen.
www.PaloAltoOnline.com • Palo Alto Weekly • February 26, 2021 • Page 27

Eating Out

Local Media-Making Classes for Beginners

Elena Kadvany

;PR;VRMarch 11th
Zinemaking March 15th
Screenwriting March 30th
Podcasting April 8th

Mezli’s robotic sous chef will be able to prepare the restaurant’s
chicken bowl, which includes turmeric-coriander rice, pickled beets,
cucumbers, tomatoes and roasted vegetables, topped with crispy
chickpeas, pumpkin seeds and mint.

Automated eats
(continued from page 27)

Sign Up Now!
Visit MidpenMedia.org

(650) 494-8686
Kozy Brothers

DE MARTINI
ORCHARD

66 N. San Antonio Rd., Los Altos • 650-948-0881 • DeMartiniOrchard.com
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Until Susie is fully operational,
Minnich is making the bowls,
his hands imitating the actions
of the robot.
“It’s the exact same preparation and steps of reheating and
cooling and saucing that the robot’s going to do,” he said. “Essentially, I’m just the robot.”
Minnich, the former chef de
cuisine at the Michelin-starred
Madera in Menlo Park and executive chef of The Commissary
in San Francisco, is now the culinary director at Kitchentown,
a food startup incubator in San
Mateo that’s housing Mezli.
He said he wasn’t freaked out
when a group of Stanford software and hardware engineers
approached him with the idea
of a mass-produced robot that
could do his job. Food robots
are nothing new — Bay Area
companies have already applied
automation to burgers, salads,
ramen, pizza and croissants —
and he knew firsthand the costs
and challenges of the local restaurant labor shortage.
“The industry has its own
struggles it’s going through as
far as finding people who actually want to wash dishes and be
cooks. There was already a need
and demand for technology like
this to come in and work with
restaurants,” he said. “If you
can’t hire anybody to fill the
position anyway, a robot’s not
really going to take anybody’s
job.”
Kolchinski doesn’t see Mezli as supplanting traditional

restaurants, where people go
for social interaction as much
as to eat. Mezli will never offer
sit-down service and is geared
toward takeout and delivery for
people who want a convenient,
fast meal they can eat at their
desk or grab after work.
“A sit-down restaurant is a social activity; it’s a neighborhood
fixture; there’s the human interaction side,” Kolchinski said.
“This is much more, honestly,
utility.”
For now, you can order Mezli
bowls out of Kitchentown but
they’re still made by Minnich.
They plan to have Susie up and
running in the next month or
two. They hope to start at their
alma mater’s campus and then
test her more widely in other locations by next year. Down the
line, the robots could expand
into more cuisines, including
Indian, Chinese, Mexican and
Vietnamese, Kolchinski said.
They recently debuted lamb
kofte bowls, the most expensive
menu item at $7.99.
Mezli is open for takeout and
delivery Monday through Friday, 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. at 1007
Howard Ave. in San Mateo.
More information is at order.
mezli.com. Q
Staff Writer Elena Kadvany
can be emailed at ekadvany@
paweekly.com. Check out her
Peninsula Foodist blog at
PaloAltoOnline.com/blogs.
About the cover:
Robots could be the future of
fast food as restaurants turn to
autonomous kitchens. Illustration by
Douglas Young.
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Upfront

City approves annual passes for Foothills Park

Find local summer
camps starting on
page 21.
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Paul Llewellyn

Camp Connection

Safe parking lot at
2000 Geng Road

Baylands
Golf Links
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After a week, testing of the
campers turned up only three asymptomatic cases, who then were
put in quarantine, as were their
contacts. No one else caught the
virus, the study said.
So far, camp directors are seeing varying degrees of enthusiasm about returning to camp
based on recent enrollment numbers. In a normal summer, Run
For Fun sees about 450 kids each
year. Currently, Barth said, day
and overnight camp enrollment
remains “very, very low.”
But Nancy Evars, a business
owner and mother of three, says
she’s looking forward to sending two of her children this
summer to Mountain Camp
Woodside, which has been a
family tradition for more than
10 years. Evars believes overnight programs in particular are
an important part of childhood
development.
“I feel like that’s where you
really become independent and
learn a lot about yourself, away
from your parents,” Evars said.
“Our children have really suffered the most throughout all of
this,” she said. “I feel like it’s time
for them to get back to school;
it’s time for them to get back to

Baylands
Athletic Center

b
Fa

Stanford University will allow juniors and seniors to come back
to campus in late March, an announcement that signals administrators’ optimism about local public health conditions and the
university’s ability to control the spread of the coronavirus.
President Marc Tessier-Lavigne and Provost Persis Drell announced the decision on Thursday, which will allow juniors and
seniors who want to live at Stanford starting in the spring quarter
that begins March 29 to do so. They would still primarily attend
classes online and have limited social gatherings.
The university’s top leaders cited modeling by experts from
the Stanford School of Medicine that suggests the trajectory of
COVID-19 this spring is “likely to be manageable,” and testing
and response protocols have been “highly effective in limiting
community spread.”
Large gatherings will still be prohibited and commencement is
taking place virtually.
All undergraduate students living in campus housing will have
a private sleeping space. Newly arriving undergraduates will be
required to be tested twice for COVID-19 when they arrive — and
provided with an isolation space if they test positive — and then
twice a week while living on Stanford grounds.
Currently, more than 6,600 students live on Stanford, including
about 5,100 graduate students and 1,500 undergraduate students
who were approved to live on campus due to special circumstances.
Since August, 183 Stanford students have tested positive for COVID-19 — an overall positivity rate of 0.12% — and 157 faculty,
staff and postdoctoral scholars, an 0.18% positivity rate, according
to an online dashboard.
As of Thursday, 1,300 juniors and seniors have applied for campus housing in the spring quarter. Q
—Elena Kadvany

(continued from page 10)
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Palo Alto Police arrested a 16-year-old boy on Saturday after an
armed carjacking and a high-speed chase. He also is believed to
have also committed a strong-armed robbery in downtown Palo
Alto the night before, police said Monday.
Late Saturday night, a Palo Alto patrol officer spotted a speeding vehicle that had been reported stolen at gunpoint the night
before in East Palo Alto. The driver led officers on a high-speed
chase north on East Bayshore Road before stopping on Clarke
Avenue in East Palo Alto.
Five people got out of the vehicle and fled on foot. A police dog
apprehended the driver on a nearby pedestrian bridge.
Police said surveillance footage from an East Palo Alto gas station showed the driver from Saturday’s arrest using a credit card
that was stolen from a woman during a robbery on Palo Alto’s
High Street on Friday night.
Police arrested the East Palo Alto teen on suspicion of committing multiple felonies, including robbery, possession of a stolen
vehicle and evading arrest, and they transported him to Santa
Clara County Juvenile Hall.
Police ask that anyone with information about this incident call
the department’s 24-hour dispatch center at 650-329-2413. Q
— Bay City News Service

Sa n Franc

ad

Teen arrested for alleged carjacking

on city-owned land at 1275 San
Antonio Road, it also identified
the Baylands property on Geng
Road as an option.
The two council members cited
in the memo the substantial increase in residents who live in vehicles, which can be seen parked
on main thoroughfares such as
El Camino Real and on quieter
streets.
“The city of Palo Alto must address this matter from a health
and safety standpoint,” the memo
stated. “The effort must be made
to find immediate short and long
term solutions. The ultimate goal
is to provide assistance to people
to get them back on the path to
stable housing.”
It was not the city’s first attempt to address the car camping
situation. In 2012, the city tried
to solicit the aid of local churches
with the idea of housing people
in their parking lots. That effort
failed due to lack of cooperation
from the congregations.
Santa Clara County Supervisor
Joe Simitian, who worked with
cities and nonprofit groups to establish the new parking programs,
said on Feb. 19 that while the lots
are not a long-term solution, safe

g Ro
G en

After moving to dramatically curtail access to Foothills Park
last month, Palo Alto officially agreed on Monday to further revise
entry rules to the scenic nature preserve and allow free entry to
local students, veterans and visitors with disabilities.
By a unanimous vote, the City Council approved new rules that
largely comport with recommendations from the city’s Parks and
Recreation Commission. This includes creating an annual pass for
Foothills Park entry that would cost $50 for Palo Alto residents
and $65 for visitors from other cities. The pass would provide entry to two cars from the same household. Visitors who don’t have
a pass will be able to enter by paying a $6 fee at the gate.
The Monday changes were the latest attempt by the council to
balance the public’s appetite for visiting the preserve, which has
traditionally been open only to Palo Alto residents and their guests,
and a desire to maintain safe traffic conditions and protect wildlife.
With the new rules now in place, the city plans to launch online
sales of the annual passes on Feb. 27, according to Daren Anderson, assistant director at the Community Services Department.
To underscore the preserve’s sensitive habitat, the council also
approved on Monday the renaming of Foothills Park to the Foothills Nature Preserve — a change that was recommended by both
the Parks and Recreation Commission and the Palo Alto Historical
Association. Q
—Gennady Sheyner

(continued from page 5)
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News Digest

Safe parking

parking “allows residents to have
stability in where they sleep each
night while they seek permanent
housing.
“The goal is to move people
through the program, out of the
program, into a better place.”
Simitian cited the county’s
most recent homeless census,
which showed 18% of the county’s unhoused residents live in
vehicles. That’s up from 8% in
2015 and 2017, according to the

announcement.
DuBois said on Feb. 19 that the
city needs to do more to “help
the most vulnerable among us,
like those living in vehicles, have
a safe base to get back on their
feet.”
“This is fantastic progress with
hopefully more to come,” DuBois
said in a statement. Q
Staff Writer Gennady Sheyner
can be emailed at gsheyner@
paweekly.com.

sports; and it’s time for them to
get back to camp.”
It’s not just campers who are eager for the return of the summer
tradition — so are young adults
like Arnold Wu, 18, who hoped
to get his first job at Mountain
Camps last year after graduating
from Palo Alto High School. Due
to the lockdown, however, Wu
went to Hong Kong to stay with
his grandparents while he attended his first year virtually at U.C.
Berkeley.

In May, he’ll return home to
Palo Alto and be a summer camp
counselor, with or without having
received the vaccine, he said.
“Being in a summer camp as a
kid, I know how much of a meaningful experience it is for kids,”
he said. “I’m hoping to give back
to my community by allowing
kids to have a similar experience
I had.” Q
Editorial Assistant Lloyd
Lee can be emailed at llee@
paweekly.com.

Public Agenda
A preview of Palo Alto government meetings next week
CITY COUNCIL ... The council plans to meet in a closed session to
discuss labor negotiations pertaining to the Utilities Management
and Professional Association of Palo Alto; the Service Employees
International Union, Local 521; the Palo Alto Police Officers Association;
the Palo Alto Fire Chiefs’ Association; the International Association of
Fire Fighters, Local 1319; and the Palo Alto Managers Association. The
council also will discuss in a closed session existing litigation: Yang
Shen v. City of Palo Alto. The council will then consider a proposal
from Jay Paul for a new zoning overlay district on Park Boulevard that
would allow office uses in seven buildings; appoint new members to
the Historic Resources Board and the Planning and Transportation
Commission; consider budget amendments and provide direction
on rent forgiveness to tenants at city properties; and approve the city
auditor’s risk assessment and annual audit plan. The closed session will
begin at 5 p.m. on Monday, March 1, and the rest of the virtual meeting
is scheduled to begin at 6:30 p.m. Those wishing to participate by Zoom
can do so by dialing 669-900-6833 and using Meeting ID: 362 027 238.
UTILITIES ADVISORY COMMISSION ... The commission plans to
consider approving the 10-year energy efficiency goals for 2022-2031;
and consider the fiscal year 2022 financial plans for the gas, electric
and wastewater utilities. The virtual meeting will begin at 4 p.m. on
Wednesday, March 3. Those wishing to participate by Zoom can do so
by dialing 669-900-6833 and using Meeting ID: 966 9129 7246.
STATE OF THE CITY ... Mayor Tom DuBois will present his “State of the
City” speech in a virtual ceremony. The event will begin at 7 p.m. on
March 4. Those wishing to watch the event on Zoom can access it by
going to http://cityofpaloalto.zoom.us/j/99416402547 and using Meeting
ID: 994 1640 2547.

Upfront

Parking
(continued from page 5)

Testing
(continued from page 5)

has suggested surveillance testing
once a month for adults in contact
with students and a maximum of
once every two weeks for asymptomatic employees, Superintendent Don Austin said.
The district currently offers
on-site testing through Stanford
Health Care only to employees
twice a month. In January, Stanford saw a spike in COVID-19
testing demand across the area,
and the district wasn’t able to offer testing to any employees who
hadn’t already used the service.
Because of this, the district is
looking to partner with a new
testing service: Predicine Inc., a
Hayward cancer research company that also now offers a quick
polymerase chain reaction (PCR)
test authorized by the Food and
Drug Administration with a 24to 48-hour result turnaround time
as well as a self-administered
take-home test kit. The testing

would be made available to the
public, it would “never include
specific license plate numbers,”
according to the policy.
Guislin and other residents
also questioned the city’s decision to debut the technology in
residential neighborhoods. Guislin suggested that the city should
experiment with the technology
in the business core, where garages and parking lots would
benefit from improved capacity
management.

Gennady Sheyner

two major benefits: It will reduce
the city’s reliance on contractors
who enforce the city’s Residential
Preferential Parking programs;
and it will allow the city to gather
data about parking availability in
neighborhoods around downtown
and California Avenue.
“This means the city can use
less resources and patrol areas
more quickly, thus preventing illegal parkers from intruding into
neighborhoods or attempting
to circumvent rules by moving
their cars a few blocks,” Kamhi
said.
Nathan Baird, the city’s parking manager, said the current
parking enforcement program is
projected to cost $756,159 this
fiscal year. Installing license
plate readers would provide immediate and ongoing cost savings: The cost would shrink
to $329,159 — a savings of
$427,000 — this fiscal year. In
fiscal years 2022 and 2023, the
switch would save $267,000 and
$287,899, respectively.
In addition, the technology
“provides invaluable data for
understanding how well parking
program measures are doing and
addressing parking demand over
time,” he said.
Not everyone, however, is
thrilled about the way the new
technology is being rolled out.
John Guislin, a Crescent Park
resident who served on a stakeholder group that helped establish
downtown’s residential parking
program, objected to the impact
on privacy.
“Surveillance technology is not
acceptable in residential neighborhoods where families have a
right to privacy,” Guilin wrote in
a letter to the council.
To address privacy concerns,
city staff proposed policies on
data collection: If a vehicle is

not involved in a citation, the city
would store its license plate image for a maximum of 96 hours
before it is automatically deleted.
However, images and license
plate numbers attached to parking citations would be retained
for five years.
Also, license plate data “shall
be used only by the city and authorized vendors for parking
enforcement and data collection
purposes,” the policy states.
While parking occupancy data

The City Council on Monday night agreed to purchase license plate
readers, which will be used in the city’s Residential Preferential
Parking districts to enforce parking.
will be free for students and
staff, including anyone without
insurance.
In response to a question from
board member Jennifer DiBrienza
on Tuesday night, Precidine Chief
Technology Officer Winston Kuo
clarified that the company will
not report undocumented students
or staff and will only ask for their
name, date of birth, phone number
and email.
Since August, 21 students and
31 staff members who have been
at schools in person have tested
positive for COVID-19, according
to the district’s online dashboard.
Teri Baldwin, president of the
teachers union, said she was encouraged by the proposal to offer
testing to students to keep transmission on campuses low.
“I hope parents will opt into
that so we can make sure we have
accurate numbers,” she told the
school board.
Nearly 60% of sixth graders
will be going back to school for
hybrid learning on March 2. Seventh and eighth graders as well

as high schoolers will be able to
Zoom from inside their classrooms once Santa Clara County
moves into the red tier, which
could be as soon as next week if
public health conditions continue
to improve. Students will be divided into two groups and assigned two days a week to be on
campus. About 120 high school
students are already on campuses
for small group cohorts.
At the elementary campuses,
more than 2,100 students are now
attending hybrid school in person.
And as of this week, three small
classes at Addison and Hoover
elementary schools are piloting
a full return to school five days
a week.
“Given the success of our first
week, we should expect slow
growth of pilots in the next few
weeks,” Austin wrote in his weekly update. “This is a first step for
a full return in the fall for all students.” Q
Staff Writer Elena Kadvany
can be emailed at ekadvany@
paweekly.com.

“Surveillance technology
use is acceptable in commercial areas because people have
a lower expectation of privacy
when engaged in commercial
transactions,” Guislin wrote to
the council. Others suggested
that, in debuting the license
plate readers, the city is straying from its broader effort to
deter employees from parking
in neighborhoods.
“Why are you surveilling residents and maximizing parking
in residential areas if the need is
elsewhere?” resident Carol Scott
asked the council on Monday.
Council members on Monday acknowledged the privacy
concerns but concluded that the
city’s safeguards are sufficient to
ensure that private information
will not be collected or released.
They also suggested that the city
find ways to expand the use of
automated license plate readers
to other parts of the city, including the newly constructed garage
on Sherman Avenue in the California Avenue business district.
Council member Greg Tanaka
suggested installing them at garage entrances so that the city
will know exactly who is using
these facilities. Council member
Greer Stone and Mayor Tom DuBois also said they would like to
see the technology in use elsewhere in the city.
“I understand the concerns we
heard from the public,” DuBois
said. “I think the intentions are

995 Fictitious Name
Statement
TPT TEACHING AND COACHING
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
File No.: FBN672135
The following person (persons) is (are) doing
business as:
TPT Teaching and Coaching, located at 239
Montclair Ave.
#6, San Jose, CA 95116, Santa Clara County.
This business is owned by: An Individual.
The name and residence address of the
registrant(s) is(are):
THUY TRUONG
239 Montclair Ave. #6
San Jose, CA 95116
Registrant began transacting business under
the fictitious
business name(s) listed above on 8/30/2020.
This statement was filed with the County
Clerk-Recorder of
Santa Clara County on February 16, 2021.
(PAW Feb. 26, Mar. 5, 12, 19, 2021)

997 All Other Legals
NOTICE OF PETITION TO ADMINISTER ESTATE
OF
DOYLE P. ROYAL AKA DOYLE PRESTON
ROYAL AKA DOYLE P. ROYAL, JR.
CASE NO. 21PR189381
To all heirs, beneficiaries, creditors,
contingent creditors, and persons who may
otherwise be interested in the will or estate,
or both, of: DOYLE P. ROYAL AKA DOYLE
PRESTON ROYAL AKA DOYLE P. ROYAL, JR.
A Petition for Probate has been filed by LISA
ANNE BUTTERFIELD in the Superior Court of
California, County of SANTA CLARA.
The Petition for Probate requests that
LISA ANNE BUTTERFIELD be appointed as
personal representative to administer the
estate of the decedent.
The Petition requests authority to administer
the estate under the Independent
Administration of Estates Act. (This authority
will allow the personal representative
to take many actions without obtaining
court approval. Before taking certain very
important actions, however, the personal

correct and the goals are correct. I support this and I hope we
can get to the rest of the areas as
quickly as we can throughout the
city.”
But Chief Transportation Official Kamhi noted that bringing
the technology to city garages
involves numerous obstacles.
Parking regulations in downtown
— which is divided into “color
zones” and which includes areas
with varying time limits — are
much more complex than they
are in residential neighborhoods,
making the use of license plate
readers there more complicated.
Another wrinkle is opposition
from the city’s employee unions,
which have expressed their own
privacy concerns about the license
plate readers.
And while some residents and
council members questioned the
need to install the technology at
a time when parking demand is
unusually low, Kamhi stressed the
need for the city to prepare for the
return of commuters.
“It’s going to take us some
time to get it started out there,”
Kamhi said. “We anticipate parking demand is going to be low
for a while, but that doesn’t mean
that we shouldn’t be prepared for
parking demand’s return, and noting that, we’re looking to restart
commercial and residential enforcement.” Q
Staff Writer Gennady Sheyner
can be emailed at gsheyner@
paweekly.com.

representative will be required to give notice
to interested persons unless they have
waived notice or consented to the proposed
action.) The independent administration
authority will be granted unless an
interested person files an objection to the
petition and shows good cause why the
court should not grant the authority.
A hearing on the petition will be held in this
court on 03/29/2021 at 9:01 A.M. in Dept.
13 Room N/A located at 191 NORTH FIRST
STREET, SAN JOSE, CA 95113.
If you object to the granting of the petition,
you should appear at the hearing and state
your objections or file written objections
with the court before the hearing. Your
appearance may be in person or by your
attorney.
If you are a creditor or a contingent creditor
of the decedent, you must file your claim
with the court and mail a copy to the
personal representative appointed by the
court within the later of either (1) four
months from the date of first issuance of
letters to a general personal representative,
as defined in section 58(b) of the California
Probate Code, or (2) 60 days from the date
of mailing or personal delivery to you of a
notice under section 9052 of the California
Probate Code.
Other California statutes and legal authority
may affect your rights as a creditor. You
may want to consult with an attorney
knowledgeable in California law.
You may examine the file kept by the court.
If you are a person interested in the estate,
you may file with the court a Request for
Special Notice (form DE-154) of the filing of
an inventory and appraisal of estate assets
or of any petition or account as provided in
Probate Code section 1250. A Request for
Special Notice form is available from the
court clerk.
Attorney for Petitioner: MARK A. SHUSTOFF,
LAW OFFICES OF MARK A. SHUSTOFF, 82
WEST PORTAL AVENUE, SAN FRANCISCO, CA
94127, Telephone: 415-566-5224
2/12, 2/19, 2/26/21
CNS-3437291#
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Across
1 Harry’s partner in crime in “Home Alone”
5 Draw forth
10 Fledgling’s home
14 “Scratch a lover and find ___”: Dorothy
Parker
15 Ephron and Dunn, for two
16 Italian city known for sparkling wines
17 “The Avengers” star Diana
18 Bed covering
19 Sandcastle shaper
20 Late-night monster movie, maybe
23 Existential boredom
24 Institute in “Contact” and “The X-Files”
25 Throw out
28 Deadly snakes
32 Dollar divs.
35 Paparazzi subject
37 Lake source of the Niagara River
38 Reason for a dashboard warning light
42 Idaho’s neighbor
43 “Okay, so I was wrong”
44 Cartoonist Rall
45 Nursery rhyme loser of sheep
48 Poopdeck ___ (Popeye’s dad)
50 Tournament exemptions
52 Fish wrap spread
55 Places designated for biking, camping, etc.
61 Cooking acronym
62 Barbera’s animation partner
63 “The Joy of Cooking” author Rombauer
64 “Oh, drat”
65 Prodded, with “on”
66 Barbecue leftovers?
67 Dark gemstone
68 “___ lift?”
69 Prince hit of 1986
Down
1 Soft Cell lead singer Almond

“Re:Re:Re:” — better than a long email thread. by Matt Jones

This week’s SUDOKU

Answers on page 12.

Answers on page 12.

2 Glowing
3 Seth of “Future Man”
4 Aquafaba users, e.g.
5 Controversial “National” tabloid that had a
TV show in 1999
6 Gloomy
7 Michael of “Ugly Betty” or Brendon of Panic!
at the Disco
8 ___ liver (butcher shop option)
9 Appreciation
10 Afternoon breaks of a sort
11 Genesis twin
12 Recipe directive
13 Do some floor work
21 “Stanley ___: Searching for Italy”

22 ___ standstill
26 Hoppy drinks
27 Energize
29 Aftershave brand
30 Ending for million or billion
31 Bit of bird food
32 Multi-level sandwich
33 Group that got the geography of Africa
wrong
34 Trade
36 California’s La ___ Tar Pits
39 Where hip-hop originated
40 Savory turnover
41 Antique photo tone
46 Pupil’s place

www.sudoku.name

47 Female fowl that doesn’t have that ornate
tail
49 His skull is held in “Hamlet”
51 Play place?
53 Poet Jones (aka Amiri Baraka)
54 Feet for poets
55 Overhaul
56 Longtime Indiana senator Bayh
57 Booker in the Senate
58 “Natural Affection” playwright William
59 Linear, for short
60 Insolence

© 2021 Matt Jones
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Decision Time for Castilleja’s Future
Thursday, March 11, 2021 • 7 - 8:30 p.m.
The City Council is set to decide in
March whether Castilleja will be
permitted to redevelop its property
and increase enrollment, and under
what conditions. Learn about
the key issues that still separate
supporters from opponents and
the conditions of approval that the
council will be considering.

REGISTER AT: PaloAltoOnline.com/castilleja

FEATURING:
Jocelyn Dong
Editor, Palo Alto Weekly
Gennady Sheyner
Reporter, Palo Alto Weekly
Nanci Kauffman
Castilleja Head of School
Andie Reed
Neighbor and leader of PNQL
(Preserve Neighborhood
Quality of Life)
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JulianaLee.com/receive-more

0% L ISTI NG CO M MISION
Call Juliana before listing you home
e
Prop 19: *1 of 28 Reasons Sellers
Net More Money
*Team up with Juliana Lee Team

Text or Call 650-857-1000
JLEE REALTY

For future webinars, visit julianlee.com/paw

DRE# 00851314

Giving Back to Our Community

JULIANA LEE
FOUNDATION
4260 El Camino Real, Palo Alto

TO ATTEND THESE WEBINARS, PLEASE RSVP AT Julianalee.com/paw
1031 Exchange
Saturday 3/6/2021 from 1:00-1:30 pm
How To Sell Your Home & Net The Most Money
Saturday 04/10/21 from 1:00-1:30pm

131 Tax code
Prop. 19
if over 55
years old*
Scoﬁeld Drive, Cupertino

Cupertino Road, Cupertino

Easy St. Apt. 209, Mountain View Condo

+

IN LAW

1031, Prop 19 & more: JulianaLee.com/receive-more
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