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dependable
health care in
uncertain times
It is as important as ever to get the care you need.
Stanford Health Care is taking every precaution to keep you safe.
To protect your health, we are:
• Screening both staff and patients for COVID-19
U.S. News & World Report recognizes
Stanford Health Care among the top
hospitals in the nation. Ranking based
on quality and patient safety.

• Requiring and providing masking for all
• Offering “touchless” check-in/check-out with your MyHealth account
• Limiting the number of patients inside to allow for physical distancing
• Ensuring separate screening areas for symptomatic patients
Don’t delay your care. Appointments are available at our locations across
the Bay Area and remotely by video visit.

To learn more, visit: stanfordhealthcare.org/resumingcare
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Call Juliana before you list your home
Prop 19
*1 of 28 Reasons Sellers Net More Money
*Team up with Juliana Lee Team

Text or Call 650-857-1000
For future webinar, visit julianalee.com/paw

Giving Back to Our Community
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1031 Exchange

IN LAW
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* Consult with your CPA.
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Certiﬁed Residential Specialist
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650-857-1000

李文房地產做的最好
好
Call Juliana Lee and receive more
e
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Upfront

Local news, information and analysis

First local cases of South African variant identified
Stanford lab confirms COVID-19 variant in
Santa Clara County, Alameda County
by Sue Dremann

T

he first confirmed cases
of a coronavirus variant
first found in South Africa
have been identified in two Bay
Area counties, health officials announced Wednesday afternoon.
The Stanford Clinical Virology

Lab identified the two cases, one
each in Santa Clara and Alameda
counties, as the B.1.351 variant
of SARS-CoV-2, the virus that
causes COVID-19.
The patients in both cases have
recovered. Dr. Sara Cody, Santa

Clara County’s health officer and
director of public health, said the
case in her county involved a person who had returned from international travel in mid-January and
first experienced symptoms several days later. A traveling partner
also got sick but recovered before
being tested for the disease; that
person, who lives in the same
household, is presumed to have
had the mutated virus as well.

Health officials are trying to
piece together where the person
who tested positive might have
contracted the disease. The case
is complicated by the pattern of
travel the pair engaged in.
There is little evidence so far
that the case spread beyond the
pair. They followed Santa Clara
County’s 10-day mandatory quarantine after travel of more than
150 miles outside the county and

were isolated in their apartment
for the entire infectious period,
Cody said.
“This is an important example
of how public health measures can
help break the chain of transmission and why it is critical that we
as a community continue to avoid
travel and quarantine upon return,” Cody said.
(continued on page 12)

BUSINESS

Tenants
need relief.
So do their
landlords
‘The crisis has just begun’
by Lloyd Lee
inda Nichols is a Menlo
Park massage therapist who
saw only 20% of her clients
return when San Mateo County
allowed personal care services to
reopen last June, before she was
promptly shut down again due to
a spike in COVID-19 cases. The
landlord waived a month’s rent,
but the relief meant little as the
costs stacked up over the year.
By the end of this March, her
savings depleted, she’ll be leaving
the Bay Area to stay with her family in Texas.
Jon Goldman is a co-president
of Premier Properties management company, which manages
around 100 properties in Palo
Alto and others in Redwood City
and Menlo Park. Since March, he
has overseen all kinds of arrangements between tenants and property owners: restructured leases,
companies practically using their
Class A office space as a storage room, or tenants idling along
without paying any rent.
It’s the worst crisis for commercial real estate in Palo Alto
since the dot-com bust and the
recession, he said. Availability
rate, or the amount of space that
can be advertised, in downtown
Palo Alto alone is at an all-time
high — around 15%, according
to Goldman. But, he said, he’s almost certain the true rate is even
higher.
This is an 11-months-old disaster that has yet to see a clear
end date or an elegant solution.
Commercial tenants, many small

L

Magali Gauthier

From left, Josh Kirmsse, Kelsey Banes, Rohin Ghosh and Lande Watson show their support for a controversial apartment project
proposed for a site currently occupied by two single-family homes.

LAND USE

Housing plan stirs opposition in College Terrace
Proposal for three-story apartment building tests the limits of city’s new zoning tool
by Gennady Sheyner

W

hen Palo Alto’s city
leaders created a
“planned housing”
zone last year to encourage developers to build new housing,
they did not anticipate projects
like the one currently proposed
for a quiet Wellesley Street block
near the College Terrace Library.
With a height of 32 feet and
a total of 24 apartments, the
proposal from Cato Investment
Company, a San Franciscobased limited liability corporation, is neither the biggest, the

tallest nor the most dense project
that the city is now evaluating.
It does not include any office
space and, as such, clearly meets
the city’s criterion that projects
provide more housing than jobs.
So far, however, it’s by far the
most controversial.
The main difference between
Cato’s proposal and the other
applications that the city has received under this zoning designation is one of location.
While others are sited
along prominent commercial

corridors, including El Camino
Real and Fabian Way, the development eyed for 2239 and 2241
Wellesley eyes a pair of lots that
are zoned for — and now occupied by — single-family homes.
For residents who live near the
site, that’s a key factor and the
main reason why they are dead
set on keeping the project from
advancing. Housing advocates,
meanwhile, see Cato’s foray into
the middle of the College Terrace neighborhood as exactly
what the city needs: a chance to

rethink how the city views single-family neighborhoods and a
way to address housing inequities across the community.
The debate will play out in the
coming months, as the project
moves toward a pre-screening in
which the City Council will get
its first look at the proposal and
help the developer determine
whether to submit a formal application. (The session is tentatively scheduled for March 25.)
(continued on page 10)

(continued on page 36)
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‘ANIMAL’ RESCUE ... Antonio’s
Nut House has sadly closed
its doors for good (unless a
partner comes through or
someone commits to reopening
and purchasing the business,
according to the owners), but at
least one familiar face from the
longtime dive bar will hopefully find
a new, permanent home in Palo
Alto. The caged gorilla that served
countless peanuts to patrons
over the decades could become
an artifact at the future Palo Alto
History Museum if the project
comes to fruition. You can thank
resident Jeff Day for rescuing the
beloved figure on Feb. 2 from
Oakland, where it was lined up for
auction. Day previously arranged
to pick up the giant gorilla from
the watering hole, but it was
accidentally taken to Harvey
Clars Auction Gallery in the east
bay along with other contents
found inside the California Avenue
business. He managed to get the
gorilla and its cage back once the
mix-up was cleared. He secured
the gorilla and its cage onto his
truck and brought them to Palo
Alto by way of the Bay Bridge.
Day, a member of the Palo Alto
Historical Association board of
directors, was in the process this
week of keeping the mechanical,
furry friend in a storage facility
within Palo Alto city limits. He
considers the gorilla to be a
sort of “trademark” of Antonio’s
Nut House, which he called “an
important community spot for
Palo Alto. ... It’s a shame it’s
gone.”
BACK TO THE STREETS ...
After a winter break due to the
regional stay-at-home order,
which was lifted in late January,
Palo Alto is preparing to bring
outdoor dining and retail back
to downtown. On Friday, the city
plans to close select streets to
cars as part of its Uplift Local
program, which blocks certain
roadways for customers and
pedestrians to freely roam and

support local merchants safely
during the pandemic. The road
closures include University
Avenue between Ramona and
Bryant streets and a half block
of Ramona north of Hamilton
Avenue. The changes build on
the recent closures on California
Avenue as part of Uplift Local.
The city plans to hold a virtual
community check-in meeting
on the program on Feb. 16,
5:30-6:30 p.m. The public Zoom
meeting can be accessed by
dialing 669-900-6833 and using
webinar ID 995 9377 6067 and
passcode 312348. For more
details and recordings of past
meetings, visit cityofpaloalto.org/
upliftlocal.
CAREER MOVES ... Notable
athletes with ties to Palo Alto have
recently entered new phases
— and reached milestones
— in their respective careers.
Basketball’s Jeremy Lin this week
played in his first game with the
Santa Cruz Warriors, the Golden
State Warriors’ G-League
team, marking his return to the
NBA. Lin had previously played
for the Beijing Ducks in China
from 2019 through last year. The
32-year-old guard also marked
the ninth anniversary of Linsanity
(the period during the 2011-12
NBA season when Lin’s oncourt performance for the New
York Knicks put the team on a
winning streak). Joc Pederson,
28, is also moving forward with
a new team. He has left the Los
Angeles Dodgers, which drafted
him in 2010, and signed a oneyear deal with the Chicago Cubs.
“So much has happened over
those 10 years — it’s wild to think
about. Of course, all that baseball
happened: six straight division
winners, three NL (National
League) pennants and one epic
World Series title,” he wrote in
a Feb. 5 article for The Players’
Tribune. The outfielder’s deal
with the Cubs includes $7 million
in guaranteed salary, according
to MLB.com. And last but not
least, John Lynch received what
some may consider an overdue
honor. On Feb. 6, the former
Stanford University All-American
and general manager for the San
Francisco 49ers joined the Pro
Football Hall of Fame. Lynch has
been a Hall of Fame finalist for
eight years. Q

Upfront
ELECTION
Embarcadero Media file photo by Veronica Weber

Liz Kniss violated campaign finance laws,
a 4-year-long investigation concludes
Former City Council member faces fines of $4,500 for reporting omissions,
use of personal funds for campaign expenditures during 2016 run
by Gennady Sheyner

A

n unusually lengthy investigation by the California
Fair Political Practices
Commission has finally concluded that Liz Kniss, a former Palo
Alto City Council member who
left office in January, violated two
campaign finance laws during her
2016 campaign for reelection.
As a result, she faces $4,500
in fines, according to a stipulation agreement that the agency
released Monday and which the
commission is scheduled to formally approve on Feb. 18.
The four-year investigation
kicked off shortly after Kniss was
reelected to a second consecutive
council term in November 2016.
Kniss, who also served on the
council between 1989 and 2000,
was chosen to be mayor three
times over her council career, the
last time in 2018, while the Fair
Political Practices Commission
(FPPC) case was ongoing.
In the stipulation, the FPPC
contends that over the course of
the 2016 campaign, Kniss violated two laws: one that prohibits

candidates from using their personal bank accounts for campaign
expenditures and another that requires them to report the employers and occupations of donors who
contribute more than $100.
The FPPC did not, however,
penalize Kniss for the reporting
irregularity that triggered the investigation: her failure to disclose
31 contributions, totaling $19,340,
that she had received from developers in the weeks before the November 2016 election but did not
list in her filings until Jan. 11.
As the Weekly had previously
reported, numerous major contributors from the real estate industry,
including Charles Keenan, Jim
Baer, Thoits Brothers and the California Association of Realtors, had
sent her checks in October or early November. Her acceptance of
these contributions represented a
shift in policy for a campaign that
had initially pledged not to accept
money from developers. However,
the public did not know about the
policy change since Kniss’ campaign did not report these checks

until her January filing.
Kniss previously told the Weekly that the contributions weren’t
reported because her campaign
treasurer, Tom Collins, was waylaid by a knee surgery in 2016,
which kept him from opening the
envelopes, depositing the checks
and filing the reports. While the
stipulation agreement does not
specifically address the campaign
committee’s late reporting of the
developers’ contributions, it notes
that the campaign committee had
some “additional reporting failures” and that those violations
“are not being charged for settlement purposes.”
“The actions of the Committee,
Kniss and Collins appear to be
negligent, as opposed to intentional or with an intent to conceal,”
the stipulation states. “Neither
Kniss nor Collins has a prior record of violations.”
Kniss also contended, according
to the agreement, that Collins was
ill during the period in which the
violations occurred and that this
was one of the main causes of the

Palo Alto City Council member Liz Kniss listens during the public
comment period at a council meeting in 2019.
errors that were made. She told
this publication in a Monday interview that, ultimately, the candidate
for office is the one who is responsible for following campaign laws.
The $4,500 fine is well below the
$10,000 maximum that the FPPC
could have imposed based on the
two violations, each of which carries a maximum fine of $5,000. In
settling for a total fine of $4,500,
the commission weighed the seriousness of the violations and
Kniss’ record of compliance with
campaign finance laws.
If the FPPC approves the stipulation agreement, as expected,
Kniss would be charged a $2,000
fine for failing to list the occupations or employers of dozens of
her contributors.
She is also facing a $2,500
fine for using her personal bank

account to make campaign expenditures, with the understanding
that the campaign account would
later reimburse her. According to
the stipulation, this violates the
state’s “one committee bank account” rule, which requires all
expenditures to be made from the
campaign account.
According to the FPPC, she
made 24 transactions totaling
$7,241 for campaign-related expenses using her personal credit
card. She also paid $1,876 for
campaign printing material using
a personal check.
In setting the fine, the FPPC
considered the similar case of
Frank Bigelow, who made 13
charges on his personal credit
card relating to his 2016 campaign
(continued on page 33)

EDUCATION

Middle and high schoolers can return
to campus classrooms — to Zoom
New reopening plan will take effect after county moves into red tier
by Elena Kadvany
the academic and emotional toll
that nearly a year of distance learning is taking on their children.
District leadership and board
members have consistently supported reopening schools; however, since late last year, they
have been hamstrung by new
county and state guidelines that
prohibited campuses not already
open from offering in-person instruction while the county is in
the purple tier. This meant Palo
Alto Unified had to halt its previous plan to reopen middle and
high schools for hybrid learning
in early January.
Teachers, meanwhile, remain
worried about the health and safety
risks and are asking the community to be empathetic about their
fears rather than point fingers. Teri
Baldwin, president of the Palo Alto
Educators Association, said during
the board meeting that all teachers should be vaccinated before
returning to work in person.
“Teachers want to teach ... but
things are not normal,” Baldwin
said. “Teachers aren’t lazy or selfish because they are legitimately
concerned about their health and
the health of their loved ones and
their students.”

National health experts, including Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention Director Dr. Rochelle
Walensky and Dr. Anthony Fauci,
the nation’s leading infectious disease expert, have said the vaccination of teachers is not required for
the safe reopening of schools.
Meanwhile, on Tuesday, State
Sen. Josh Becker, D-Menlo Park,
called for the immediate vaccination of public school teachers in
both San Mateo and Santa Clara
counties.
Under Palo Alto Unified’s new
plan, middle and high school
teachers would return to their
classrooms on March 1 or the day
after the county moves into the
red tier, if that occurs after March
1. They will continue teaching
on Zoom. Austin said the district
will neither “mandate or prohibit”
livestreaming — teaching students
remotely and in-person simultaneously — and will leave that decision to the discretion of teachers.
“I think being prescriptive right
now is not the winning path,” he
said.
Austin emphasized that the district has four months of reopening
experience under its belt at the elementary schools, where there have

Magali Gauthier

P

alo Alto middle and high
school students will be able
to return to their campuses,
if they want to, as soon as March,
Superintendent Don Austin said
Tuesday night. The announcement
was a reversal from his warning
just a few weeks ago that secondary schools were unlikely to reopen at all this school year.
Seventh graders through high
school seniors will still be taking
classes on Zoom but will have the
option of doing so in a classroom
with small groups of classmates
and a teacher, he said during Tuesday’s school board meeting.
The district plans to put this in
place once Santa Clara County
has been in the red tier of COVID-19 case rates for five consecutive days, a change from the current and more restrictive purple
tier. Other local districts are pursuing similar plans, including the
neighboring Mountain View Los
Altos Union High School District.
This was a welcome announcement for parents who have been
lobbying the district to reopen
secondary schools — including a
group who held a protest outside
the district office on Monday —
and are increasingly worried about

Since March 2020, Gunn High school has remained virtually empty,
but next month, students could be returning. The Palo Alto school
district announced this week that middle and high school students
will be able to go to their campuses, if they want to, as soon as
March to take classes on Zoom.
been positive COVID-19 cases but
no spread of the virus at the schools.
Next week, two Addison Elementary School first grade classrooms
will even start piloting five days a
week of in-person instruction.
Sixth graders, who have been
decoupled from the secondary
schools under new state guidance,
are set to return to campuses the
first week of March. To date, 58%
of sixth-grade families have selected in-person learning, Austin said.
Because the school board approved a reopening plan in the fall,
the new secondary schools model
does not require a formal vote.
Board members encouraged
parents to give teachers space and
support to adjust to being back in
the classroom and not push them
on any particular model, such as
livestreaming.
“There can be a lot of pressure
on our teachers to do different

things,” board member Jennifer
DiBrienza said. “Let’s just be patient right now.”
The high schools’ student board
representatives urged board members to proactively seek feedback
on the new plan from students after
they have had time to think through
the option of returning to school.
District staff will bring a proposal to the next board meeting
to provide COVID-19 testing for
secondary school students, Austin said. Employees are currently
tested on a biweekly basis.
Austin cautioned that this approach is a temporary, limited
step toward reopening for this
school year. The district still
hopes to return to normal school
— five days a week of in-person
learning — in the fall. Q
Staff Writer Elena Kadvany
can be emailed at ekadvany@
paweekly.com.
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Local woman survives two pandemics
Palo Altan marks 106th birthday with drive-by celebration

P

Columbia civic organizations,
including the zoning board and a
citizens advisory committee. She
spent decades as a poll worker
and, at 93, was working on a campaign when then-candidate Barack
Obama stopped by for a photo and
a chat. She later met then-VicePresident Joe Biden as well.
Widowed, Martin moved to
Palo Alto seven years ago to live
with her daughter and son-in-law.
She enjoys watching Jeopardy,
football and basketball.
“I love basketball. Steph Curry
can just stand anywhere he wants
to stand — I’d say he can just turn
his back and throw the ball in,”
she said.
Asked for her advice on living
a long and healthy life, she said:
“I love people. Sometimes I’m
not feeling good and people get
around me and I forget I’m not
feeling good. If you have people,
they’re the best things to have
around you.”
Martin also enjoys the company
of her small dog, a Papillon who
she named after her first beauty
shop — Vanity Fair. Q
Contributing Writer Chris
Kenrick can be emailed at
ckenrick@paweekly.com.

Courtesy Ruth Ann Crystal

by Chris Kenrick
she was always happy and smiling,
and it seemed for some reason we
did no wrong.”
Martin’s mother, Fannie Jones,
worked as a seamstress to support
the family.
After graduating from cosmetology school, Martin opened her
first beauty shop in Columbia,
South Carolina, before the age of
20. She owned several successful
beauty shops and, in 1969, became
the first African American to own
a business on the downtown’s
Main Street when she opened a
boutique there.
Martin also taught cosmetology
for 27 years at Columbia’s Booker
T. Washington High School. She
received a call last week from a
former student who told her he
owns a barber shop, owns his own
home and also owns the lot next
door.
“He said, ‘I remember in school
when you told me that I should not
be shining shoes for a man. If I’m
going to shine them, shine them for
myself. That really made me think
I needed to get out on my own.’
“I thought it was so nice because
he remembered what I said to him
and when I said it,” Martin said.
Martin was active in many

Courtesy Ruth Ann Crystal

alo Alto resident Elise
Martin is living through
her second pandemic.
As a 3-year-old in Hartsville,
South Carolina, she was sickened
by but survived the 1918 flu pandemic, which took the lives of her
father and her baby sister.
Born in 1915, Martin marked
her 106th birthday on Saturday,
Feb. 6, by greeting friends, relatives and neighbors in a drive-by
celebration in front of the home
she shares with her daughter and
son-in-law, Loretta and Bill Green.
“Oh, my goodness — it was
such a beautifully done affair,”
she said afterward. “I don’t know
how many cars were there, but I
understand it was over 50, and
there were people standing in their
yards and just walking along too.”
Martin has few clear memories
of the 1918 pandemic but does recall watching as her father’s body,
dressed up in his suit, was carried
away on a horse-drawn wagon.
“I never understood why other
children could have a father and
I couldn’t,” she said. “That was
puzzling to me because I was quite
young when he died. My mother
had five children, and how she
managed I really don’t know, but

Friends, relatives and neighbors, above, helped Palo Alto resident
Elise Martin, top, celebrate her 106th birthday Saturday with a driveby celebration outside of her home. Martin, a retired teacher who
survived the 1918 flu pandemic, is living through her second pandemic.
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During a Heart Attack,
Every Minute Counts
Know the warning signs:
• Chest discomfort, pain, or pressure that
lasts for more than a few minutes, or
that goes away and returns
• Upper body discomfort or pain,
including in the arms, back, neck, jaw,
or stomach
• Shortness of breath
• Lightheadedness, nausea, or vomiting
• Extreme fatigue
• Cold sweat
Chest pain is the most common
symptom of a heart attack in men
and women. Women are more likely
to report some of the other common
symptoms listed above. The hospital is
still the safest place you can be in an
emergency. Don’t hesitate. Call 911.

Caring for your heart is essential, even during the pandemic. Make
cardiovascular health a priority starting this Heart Month by exercising,
eating a balanced diet, keeping up routine medical visits, and promptly
addressing signs of illness. We are prepared to safely care for you.
Learn more about cardiovascular health at stanfordhealthcare.org/heartmonth
www.PaloAltoOnline.com • Palo Alto Weekly • February 12, 2021 • Page 9
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Levi’s Stadium opens as vaccination site
The largest COVID-19 mass vaccination center in the state
opened Tuesday at Levi’s Stadium in Santa Clara, and Gov. Gavin
Newsom and local officials took to the field to celebrate the kickoff.
The vaccination site, which opened for appointments at noon
Tuesday, currently has the capacity to vaccinate 5,000 people per
day, with plans to increase capacity to 15,000 people per day.
The stadium is only open to county residents or health care workers who work in the county. Currently, residents 65 years and older
in addition to health care workers are eligible for the vaccine.
County Supervisor Susan Ellenberg, who attended the opening,
said the site will help get residents across the county get vaccinated
quicker and ensure more equitable access to the vaccine.
The Santa Clara Valley Transportation Authority as of Monday
started providing front-door services to the stadium and suspended
fare collection on all buses and light-rail vehicles in the system.
So far, the county’s health system has provided more than
113,000 first doses and has more than 40,000 vaccine appointments scheduled in the week ahead. Q
— Jana Kadah / Bay City News Service

Town & Country wants medical offices
Even before the COVID-19 pandemic began to shut down local
businesses last March, Town & Country Village was staring into a
murky future. With online shopping on a steady rise, the shopping
center’s boutique shops have taken a hit and the shopping center’s
retail vacancy rate had risen from 1.4% in 2018 to 8.2% in 2019, according to Jim Ellis, whose company, Ellis Partners, owns the mall.
The economic shutdown that began in March has since forced many
retailers and restaurants to shut down. Mayfield Bakery & Café,
GNC, Patrick James, Sweaty Betty, SpaceNK and Ella are among
the businesses that have shuttered during the pandemic.
Today, the vacancy rate is at about 21% and is expected to rise,
Ellis said.
To address this trend, Ellis Partners is proposing a change that
could permanently transform the popular shopping center: converting some of the retail spaces into medical offices. Last December,
it requested that the city allow up to 20% of its ground-floor retail
space to become medical offices, a use that is currently prohibited
by the zoning code. It also requested that the city allow up to 30%
of the shopping center’s total space to be used for medical offices.
On Wednesday, the Planning and Transportation Commission
supported a zone change that would provide some flexibility for
Town & Country, though not as much as the mall owners had hoped
for. By a 3-2 vote, with commissioners Ed Lauing and Doria Summa
dissenting, the commission recommended allowing up to 15% of the
ground-floor retail area to switch to medical offices and specified
that no more than 25.8% of total mall space can be used for office
space.
If the council adopts the commission’s recommendation, Town &
Country would be able to lease space to medical practices such as
clinics, dental offices and acupuncture specialists, among others. Q
—Gennady Sheyner
LET’S DISCUSS: Read the latest local news headlines and talk
about the issues at Town Square at PaloAltoOnline.com/square
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Project site:
2239 and 2241
Wellesley Street

St.

1 Apartment building (3 units)
2 Stanford-owned single-family homes
3 Proposed Wellesley Street apartments (24 units)
4 Two houses at 2252 and 2254 Williams St.
5 Existing single-family home
6 Two apartment buildings (8 units and 6 units)
7 College Terrace Library

housing that fits the neighborhood’s character. They worry that
after convincing the council to
upzone the site, the developer will
flip the property and cash out with
a sizable profit.
“This is not about creating affordable housing,” Lembke said.
“This is about turning College
Terrace into Cato’s piggy bank.”
But while some see the project
as a threat, others see it as a golden
opportunity.
Kelsey Banes, a Palo Alto resident and executive director of the
advocacy group Peninsula for Everyone, believes the proposal offers the city a chance to not only
add much-needed housing but also
to distribute such housing more
equitably across the city.
College Terrace, despite its
dominance of R-1 zoning, is made
up of an eclectic mix of large and
small houses, single homes, cottage clusters and small apartment
buildings that were grandfathered
in when R-1 zoning was adopted.
Banes believes the three-story
building fits reasonably well on
a block that already has two-story apartment buildings directly
across the street. (One complex
has eight apartments; the other
has six.) Given the eclectic nature of the neighborhood, it is the
R-1 zoning designation — not the
Cato project — that doesn’t fit the
neighborhood context, she said.

The brewing battle
over R-1 zoning
The idea that single-family
neighborhoods need to accommodate more housing has become
increasingly prevalent in Palo Alto,
across California and in other
states that are looking for ways to
increase residential housing. Some
cities have taken dramatic actions
to encourage that. Last month, the
City Council in Sacramento supported a zoning law that would allow any single-family lot to accommodate up to four housing units.
The move in Sacramento followed similar actions in Minneapolis, where officials voted in

Kristin Brown

As the COVID-19 pandemic continues to batter the local economy, the Palo Alto City Council is preparing for a fresh round of
budget cuts in the coming months to account for a sharp drop in
sales and hotel tax revenues.
The council is expecting to see a budget shortfall of nearly $7
million in fiscal year 2022, which begins on July 1. The estimate
is based on an admittedly uncertain assumption by city staff that
the economic recovery will proceed at a moderate pace over the
next few years.
In its first major discussion of the city’s budget, the council
agreed on Monday night to adopt this “moderate” scenario for
planning purposes and to take a fresh look at the city’s list of infrastructure projects to see which can be deferred or scrapped.
By a 6-1 vote, with council member Greg Tanaka dissenting, the
council adopted the economic forecast from the Administrative
Service Department, which assumes a $6.8 million shortfall in
2022. The scenario estimates that the city will see about $30 million in sales tax revenues and $10 million in transient occupancy
tax revenues in 2022. That would be up from the current year, in
which the city is projecting $25 million and $4.8 million in these
two categories, respectively.
While the council didn’t discuss specific projects that would be
deferred, it directed staff to return with some options for dropping
or deferring capital expenditures. Q
—Gennady Sheyner

If the council signals its interest,
Cato would then go through the
city’s review process and return to
the council for official approval.
But regardless of whether the
Wellesley project advances, the
discussion will almost certainly
force the council to refine its most
promising zoning tool and to either reaffirm — or rethink — its
historic opposition to bringing
more density to single-family
neighborhoods.
James Cook and many of his
neighbors hope the project never
gets beyond the pre-screening.
Earlier this month, Cook was
joined by about 50 other College
Terrace residents at a Zoom meeting that included a discussion of
the new proposal. According to
various attendees, about 30 neighbors spoke out against the project,
while three spoke in its favor. In a
recent interview at the project site,
Cook and other critics of the Cato
proposal pointed to its three-story
height, its general non-compliance
with zoning regulations and the
dangerous precedent that it would
set for other Palo Alto neighborhoods by essentially declaring that
single-family neighborhoods are
ripe for dense, new developments.
“The proposal is like a punch
in the face,” Cook said. “The fact
that you would take two homes
and turn them into 24 apartments that’s three stories tall —
there’s nothing like that in the
neighborhood.”
Cook, a former president of the
College Terrace Residents Association, said he believes most residents
share this view. In all his years of
attending neighborhood meetings,
he has never seen so many people
come out in opposition to a project
as they did during the recent discussion of the Cato proposal.
“The people of this community
will not stand for it,” Cook said.
“If it takes us taking pitchforks
to the City Council meeting, we
will be there in force and in mass,
and we will hold the developer accountable and we will also hold
our elected officials accountable
if they even consider supporting
something like this.”
In explaining their concerns,
neighbors said they believe the
new apartment complex would
bring more traffic, increase parking problems and harm the neighborhood’s character. Andrew Fetter and Anna Lembke, who live on
Wellesley in between the project
site and Mayfield Park, see the
development as a threat to their
privacy. It would essentially create
“a 30-foot box right up against our
property, with 10 bedrooms looking into our living room, backyard
and front yard,” Fetter said.
It doesn’t help, they said, that
Cato didn’t reach out to any of the
neighbors before submitting its
pre-screening application. Several
residents told this news publication
that it feels as though the company
is treating their neighborhood as
an investment opportunity rather
than a place to create affordable
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2019 to allow up to three units on a
single-family lot, and in Portland,
which voted to allow between four
and six units.
In Palo Alto, however, council
members have shown little appetite for such reforms. The city’s
Housing Element and Comprehensive Plan exclude single-family
zones from consideration when it
comes to major new housing initiatives, a conspicuous omission
given that such districts comprise
72% of city land.
And the council’s recent efforts
to create new zoning tools to encourage housing have generally
focused on either prime commercial areas such as downtown and
California Area or on busy corridors such as El Camino Real, San
Antonio Road and Fabian Way.
To date, all of the plannedhousing applications that the city
has received, with the exception of
Wellesley Housing, have targeted
commercial areas. Technically,
however, the zoning designation
could apply to R-1 blocks.
As it stands, the planned-housing zone is a concept rather than
an official zoning designation. The
council in February 2020 adopted
rules for planned housing that function more like guidelines to evaluate what are actually “planned
community” applications. Historically contentious, “planned community” zoning allows developers
to exceed all sorts of zoning regulations in exchange for negotiated
community benefits. In the past,
the planned-community zone was
used to construct Alma Village,
Edgewood Plaza and the College
Terrace Centre development on El
Camino and College Avenue. But
after numerous controversies involving the zoning, the council decided in 2013 to no longer use the
“planned community” designation
— until last year, when the council
agreed the zoning would be limited to housing projects. Planning
Director Jonathan Lait told the
council at the Feb. 3, 2020, meeting that the idea is to clarify that
“the production of housing units,

Upfront
including affordable housing units,
would in fact be a public benefit.”
He also said at that meeting that
the city would “limit the applicability to just commercial areas.”
“The reason being is that if you
make deviation from the development standards, it’s further away
from single-family zones and
other areas,” Lait said.
Since then, the council has
received several proposals for
planned-housing projects, all of
which have targeted commercial
areas. The first proposal, submitted by Sand Hill Property Company, envisioned 187 housing
units and an office complex near
Stanford Research Park at 3300
El Camino Real. (The proposal
was withdrawn after it received
lukewarm reviews from the council.) The second one, proposed by
Acclaim Companies, would bring
113 apartments as well as 5,000
square feet of office use and
1,000 square feet of retail to 2951
El Camino Real, in the Ventura
neighborhood. Council members
broadly supported that plan during
a Jan. 19 pre-screening.
A third, from Far Western Land
& Investment, seeks to demolish
an existing commercial building
at 3997 Fabian Way, at the corner
of East Charleston Road, and construct a 290-apartment complex.
(The council supported the change
in use but criticized the project’s
proposed height and density during its Feb. 8 pre-screening.)
The Cato Investment Company
proposal is the first application that
is targeting a single-family district.
Cynthia Gildea, Cato Investment
representative, told the Weekly
that she believes the planned-housing zone is perfectly aligned with
Cato’s plan to adjust zoning in the
R-1 district. She pointed to the site’s
proximity to jobs and transit, as
well as the existence of other multifamily residences on the block.
Some council members, meanwhile, have indicated that they believe that extending the plannedhousing zone into single-family
residential neighborhoods is a step
too far.
Vice Mayor Pat Burt noted that
these neighborhoods are already
seeing more housing because recent laws eased restrictions on the
construction of accessory dwelling
units (ADU). As of last October,
the city has issued building permits for 146 accessory dwelling
units and approved final permits
for 84 of them, according to Lait.
Burt told the Weekly that just
about any single-family lot can
now add an ADU and a junior accessory dwelling unit (an independent living space carved out of an
existing home). The laws represent
a “drastic change that allows for
significant increases in the number of housing units in what was
formerly R-1 zoning.”
“If you look at the number of R-1
lots in Palo Alto and you say, ‘We
only had a small fraction of those
eligible for one ADU as of three
years ago and now virtually all are
eligible for two ADUs’ — that’s
more than 20,000 additional housing units in terms of what would
be allowed in R-1 neighborhoods.

And it’s done in a way that doesn’t
drastically alter the character of
R-1 neighborhoods.”
In Palo Alto’s political environment, Cato’s proposal remains
the longest of long shots. The
City Council’s two most passionate housing advocates — Adrian
Fine and Liz Kniss — concluded
their terms at the end of last year,
and the majority of the current
council has strongly opposed recent state laws that would have allowed greater density in residential
neighborhoods.
Burt, a former planning commissioner and two-time mayor
who has often been a swing vote
on land use issues, said he does not
believe planned-housing zoning
was ever meant to include singlefamily neighborhoods.
“It was never the intention of
the planned-housing zone (PHZ)
to have that apply in R-1 zoning
in any way,” Burt told the Weekly.
Mayor Tom DuBois also said
that he believes the new zoning tool
should be restricted to commercial
areas. While he did not discuss the
Wellesley project specifically, he

told the Weekly that he is generally not in favor of converting R-1
zones to create multi-family apartment complexes.
“I do think if there are places
where we have cottage clusters or
existing buildings, they should be
grandfathered in,” DuBois said.
“But a lot of people in Palo Alto
and elsewhere in California are
kind of house-rich and cash-poor,
and they put a lot of their personal
money into their house I think
with the expectation of what the
zoning is, and I think we should
respect that.”
Neighbors of the Wellesley
project site echoed that sentiment.
During the recent meeting, several
talked about the years that they
had spent on planning, saving up
and renovating their College Terrace homes, which involved navigating the city’s rigorous building
regulations. With its proposal,
they argued, Cato is looking to circumvent all the rules that help the
neighborhood retain its character.
“We generally appreciate that
even though (the city) forced us
to follow all those rules, and we

couldn’t do everything we want —
that’s fine because it’s important
to the neighborhood and important to the city,” Cook said. “I just
want to know that everyone who
buys property here has to abide by
the same rules.”
Banes, for her part, believes
that the time has come to change
these rules. In her view, every
single-family lot should be allowed to have at least four units,
and those that are located closer
to jobs, transit and other services
should accommodate even more.
The location of the Wellesley
Street project warrants a greater
change, she argued, because it’s in
a resource-rich neighborhood that
is close to transit.
She acknowledged, however,
that such an argument might not
carry the day when the council reviews the project.
“I don’t have any illusions that
this council will look at R-1 zoning,
and I understand that changing it
even by allowing duplexes would be
a dramatic change from the status
quo,” Banes said. “But I think the
status quo in Palo Alto is extremely

toxic and demands action.”
Gildea said in a statement that
Cato Investments appreciates
“both the outpouring of support
and constructive feedback we
have received since we submitted our project to provide missing
middle housing.”
She cited the council’s recent
comments, in reviewing other
projects, in support of building
housing for teachers, nurses and
retailers. The company, she said, is
happy to see the council recognize
the dire need for such housing.
She also said that the proposed
project “fits with the community
character.”
“We are currently undertaking
a robust community outreach effort and will be holding a community meeting — all of which
goes above and beyond the city
requirements,” Gildea said. “We
look forward to a constructive dialogue with the community about
how best to meet the needs of the
missing middle.” Q
Staff Writer Gennady Sheyner
can be emailed at gsheyner@
paweekly.com.

Kensington Senior Living and HFC present

CareCon

A FREE, virtual event designed specifically for Alzheimer’s
and dementia family caregivers to empower them
with support, knowledge and community

"+((,&'($-,)*&%-&*+!$-")*,$''($)&'+()#-")*,$',*%- )-*'-,-----+%&, -- )!*,(- '##,*-+$,(-+-"Join Kensington Place and HFC to celebrate YOU as a caregiver. Connect with others around the globe who are
caring for loved ones with memory loss. Learn tools for resilience and best practices to help ease the stressors and
guilt that often come with the caregiving experience. And, ask questions of experts to expand your caregiving
knowledge about:
Building Community & Taking Action • Finding Support • Employing Levity • Keeping Your Brain in Shape
!*-*+'%,-)&- ,(%'($&+(-#),-, ++ -"'&-'%-&+-#+,-)( -)*,-+*-+!*-)'#-)%-,- +-+!*-+( And we
do. We are skilled and prepared to address not only the predictable changes that come with each phase of memory
loss, but also the emotional challenges that unfold for you and your family. Please let us share in your caregiving
experience. We will make every effort to improve your loved one’s quality of life to the greatest extent possible.
And, we will give you time to recharge without guilt so that you can freely enjoy the pleasure of togetherness with
your loved one.
To register, go to the events tab at www.KensingtonPlaceRedwoodCity.com

(650) 363-9200 | 2800 El Camino Real | Redwood City, CA 94061 | www.KensingtonPlaceRedwoodCity.com
     

RCFE License
415600964

" is a nonprot, led by Seth Rogen and Lauren Miller Rogen, whose mission is to care for
families impacted by Alzheimer’s disease, activate the next generation of Alzheimer’s advocates,
and be a leader in brain health research and education.
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Darla Tupper

January 27, 1936 – February 2, 2021
Darla Marlene Tupper had
her 85th birthday January
27, 2021. She slipped away
February 2. Loving memories
of Darla’s life, of her family
and friends, surround her. She
passed away after declining
months and days living at
the Silverado Memory Care
Community of Belmont Hills.
Darla is survived by Ruthe
Tyson, who shared their
Menlo Park home for 45 years
and their Lake Tahoe home
for 53 years. Darla is survived by her sister Marvina Lepianka
and her brother David Tupper. The three of them shared so
much throughout their whole lives. Darla is also survived by
her niece Julie and Julie’s son John and her niece Cathy and
Cathy’s son Nicholas, as well as Marvina’s husband Chuck
Jaffee and David’s wife Imelda Young. Darla joins her parents
Marvin and Val Tupper, to whom she showed so much loving
devotion.
Darla graduated from Palo Alto High School and San
Jose State University, plus post-grad courses at Stanford. She
came up through the system as a teacher and a principal in
the Menlo Park and Los Altos School districts, where she was
much known for her leadership, awareness, and compassion.
She was all about the kids, the kids, the kids in so many ways.
The character of Darla’s life is so well marked by many
friendships -- many friendships that spanned many decades.
The character of Darla’s life is so well marked by activities.
Darla gave much to community, including as a docent and
President on the Hidden Villa Board of Trustees in Los Altos
Hills. She enjoyed music, theater, hiking, many sports, and
traveling. Yosemite was a frequent destination across decades.
In so much of what she did, you could see Darla the teacher,
Darla the leader. This model person was a nice person:
generous, thoughtful, and caring for others; fair and positive;
engaging, energetic, and interested; understanding and
patient.
As a donation in the name of Darla Tupper, consider giving
to Hidden Villa at 26870 Moody Road, Los Altos Hills, CA,
94022 (or click “Donate” at “hiddenvilla.org” or choose your
own place to donate). Consider, with so many people, thinking
fondly and appreciatively of the long, good life of Darla Tupper.
A “Celebration of Life” will be arranged at some future time.
PAID
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Dr. Nicholas Moss, Alameda
County’s health officer, said little
is yet known about the case in his
county other than the identity of
the patient. His staff are still investigating how the person contracted the variant and whether
the patient came into contact with
others.
The two cases were detected
through genomic sequencing.
Dr. Benjamin Pinsky, medical
director of the Stanford Clinical
Virology Lab, said the facility
has screened 1,708 positive COVID-19 samples in the past three
weeks, mainly from patients at
Stanford Hospital, its emergency
department, Lucile Packard Children’s Hospital Stanford and Valley Care, or from patients under
preparation for surgeries. Currently, about 4%-5% of the samples they receive are positive for
the virus. The lab then screens the
positive samples for mutations.
When they find them, they run a
genomic sequence on some of the
samples to identify other potential
variants, he said.
As of Wednesday, they’ve
identified the two South African
samples. In the past two weeks,
they found four samples of the
strain that originated in the United Kingdom and two samples of
the less-concerning Brazilian P2
strain.
The South African strain and
the Brazilian P1 strain — the
latter of which has not yet been

identified in California — are
troubling because they have multiple mutations that could make
vaccines and immunity from the
currently dominant COVID-19
strain less effective.
The Brazilian P2 strain has
only one of the mutations, so it
is less concerning, according to
Pinsky. (Cody said Wednesday
that this Brazilian P2 strain has
not been found in Santa Clara
County.)
Viruses work in different ways
to attach to human cells. The virus linked to COVID-19 interacts
with cells by way of so-called
“spike” genes. The interaction is
a factor in the transmissibility of
the virus. It can also affect many
antibodies the body makes to
fight the virus. The South African
strain has many mutations in the
spike genes, which could impact
the efficacy of the vaccines.
Studies have found that the
Johnson & Johnson and Novavax
COVID-19 vaccines have a 60%
efficacy against the South African variant, Pinsky said. Earlier
this week, AstraZeneca also put
its South African study on hold
because its vaccine showed lessthan-ideal effectiveness against
the strain, he said.
Dr. Anthony Fauci, director of
the National Institute of Allergy
and Infectious Diseases, said on
Monday that the U.K. variant is
becoming widespread and will be
the dominant strain in the U.S. by
the end of March. The Moderna
and Pfizer-BioNTech vaccines
are at least 94% effective against
the U.K. variant, but are “less so”

CityView
A round-up

of Palo Alto government action this week

City Council (Feb. 8)

Housing: The council held pre-screening sessions for a proposed teacher
housing complex at 230 Grant Ave. and for a 290-apartment complex at 3997
Fabian Way. Council members strongly supported the Grant Avenue project,
which is being spearheaded by Santa Clara County, and requested that the
developer of the Fabian Way development consider lowering the height and the
massing of the proposed project. Action: None
Budget: The council approved a budget scenario for planning purposes
that assumes a budget shortfall of $6.8 million in fiscal year 2022. Yes: Burt,
Cormack, DuBois, Filseth, Kou, Stone, No: Tanaka

Board of Education (Feb. 9)

Reopening schools: The board discussed reopening schools for grades 7-12
this spring and other reopening updates. Action: None
Piping replacement: The board authorized awarding a contract for the
construction of a piping replacement project at Palo Alto High School to Cratus
Engineering for $3.8 million. Yes: Unanimous
Board Bond Advisory Committee: The board approved the advisory
committee’s recommendations for Strong Schools Bond activities.
Yes: Unanimous
JLS schematic design: The board approved a schematic design for the J.L.
Stanford Middle School library and administration buildings project.
Yes: Unanimous

Council Policy and Services Committee
(Feb. 9)

Audit: The committee accepted the city auditor’s risk assessment report and
approved his proposed audit plan. Yes: Unanimous

Planning and Transportation Commission
(Feb. 10)

Town & Country: The commission recommended allowing Town & Country
Village to convert 15% of its ground-floor retail space to medical office use and
to have a maximum of 25.8% of the shopping center devoted to office use.
Yes: Alcheck, Hechtman, Templeton No: Lauing, Summa Absent: Roohparvar

LET’S DISCUSS: Read the latest local news headlines and talk
about the issues at Town Square at PaloAltoOnline.com/square

against the variant from South
Africa, he said.
Pfizer’s vaccine showed a
slightly lower level of efficacy
against the South African variant, according to a study by New
York University scientists, echoing other studies that have been
conducted.
Moderna announced in late
January that its vaccine holds up
against the U.K. and South African variants. Out of an abundance of caution, it is developing
a booster shot.
Moss, Alameda County’s health
officer, said that even though the
vaccines are less effective against
variants, early evidence shows
they will continue to provide protection for some time. Still, he and
Cody are concerned that more
variants might exist undetected.
Genomic sequencing must ramp
up in order to stay ahead of the
ever-evolving virus, they said.
Currently only a fraction of
COVID-19 positive cases are sequenced, according to Cody. The
county and its partners are actively working to increase sequencing
efforts, but there are hurdles.
“It reminds me of the early days
of testing,” she said, when there
wasn’t a unified strategy and it
took a long time to gear up testing and contact tracing.
“One year ago, we were very
uncomfortable. ... With genomic
sequencing, it’s a similar story,”
she said.
So far, there’s no standardized
genomic sequencing nationwide.
California is trying to build a
standardized approach across the
state, she said.
“The capacity just isn’t what it
needs to be in order to identify the
variants rapidly,” she said.
Santa Clara County is in a better place than some other areas,
perhaps because there are many
academic laboratories with equipment and skills to do the sequencing, she said. Pinsky, for example,
said his lab currently runs about
100 genomic sequencing tests per
week and it plans to do more.
Moss and Cody stressed that the
variants make it all the more important to continue in earnest social distancing, mask wearing and
other activities to protect against
spreading the virus.
“The more chances the virus
has to spread, the more opportunities it has to adapt and create new
variants. This is a warning to all
of us that we must stay on top of
community transmission,” Moss
said.
Cody added: “We’re still in a
pretty big pickle, and that’s the
truth.”
The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention on Wednesday
released data showing that double
masking, such as wearing a cloth
face covering on top of a surgical mask, is more effective at reducing transmission of the virus.
For recommendations on how to
double-mask and make sure face
coverings are tight-fitting, visit
cdc.gov. Q
Staff Writer Sue Dremann
can be emailed at sdremann@
paweekly.com.

Pulse

A weekly compendium of vital statistics

George Shultz, former secretary of state, dies at 100
Veteran statesman served under three presidents before joining Hoover Institution at Stanford
by Stanford News Service

F

POLICE CALLS
Palo Alto

Feb. 4-Feb. 10
Violence related
3839 El Camino Real, 2/1, 2:03 p.m.;
simple battery.
East Charleston Road, 2/4, 9:05 a.m.;
suicide adult attempt.
Alma Street, 2/7, 9:09 p.m.; domestic
violence/battery.
Palo Alto Avenue, 2/8, 2:56 p.m.;
physical elder abuse.
High Street, 2/9, 6:04 a.m.; arson.
Theft related
Checks forgery . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Commercial burglaries . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Grand theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5
Identity theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Prowler . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Residential burglaries . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Shoplifting . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5
Vehicle related
Abandoned bicycle . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Auto recovery . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Bicycle theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5

Courtesy Department of State

ormer U.S. Secretary of
State George P. Shultz, the
Thomas W. and Susan B.
Ford Distinguished Fellow at the
Hoover Institution and professor
emeritus at Stanford Graduate
School of Business who served
three American presidents and
played a pivotal role in shaping
economic and foreign policy in the
late 20th century, died Feb. 6 at his
home on the Stanford campus. He
was 100 years old.
One of the most consequential policymakers of all time and
remembered as one of the most
influential secretaries of state in
American history, Shultz was a key
player, alongside President Ronald
Reagan, in changing the direction
of history by using the tools of diplomacy to bring the Cold War to
an end.
Shultz’s extraordinary career
spanned government, academia
and business. He is one of only
two Americans to have held four
different federal cabinet posts —
State, Treasury, Labor and Office
of Management and Budget. He
taught at three renowned universities, and for eight years was president of a major engineering and
construction company.
Condoleezza Rice, a fellow former secretary of state and current
director of the Hoover Institution,
where Shultz served for more than
30 years until his passing, said,
“Our colleague was a great American statesman and a true patriot in
every sense of the word. He will
be remembered in history as a
man who made the world a better
place.”
Shultz first joined Stanford in
1968 and had periodic affiliations
with the university throughout
his public service career, finally
returning to campus in 1989. Always dedicated to his students and

higher education, Shultz tackled
some of humanity’s most difficult issues — including nuclear
disarmament, climate change and
democratic governance. Those issues drove him to keep working at
Stanford nearly every day until his
passing.
“George Shultz was a giant in
public policy and world affairs,
as well as a dedicated scholar and
educator,” said Stanford President
Marc Tessier-Lavigne. “He was an
extraordinary role model, a consummate bridge-builder in pursuit
of the public good even beyond
his hundredth birthday. His remarkable life and career serve as
an inspiration to all those whose
lives he touched at Stanford and
beyond.”
In 1982, Shultz was named secretary of state at a time of heightened global tensions with the Soviet Union. Shultz implemented a
foreign policy approach that eased
those tensions and led to several
landmark arms control treaties.
Shultz also served as secretary of
labor, the first director of the Office of Management and Budget
and secretary of state, all under
Richard Nixon.
Lost/stolen plates . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Theft from auto . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
Vehicle accident/minor injury . . . . . . . . 2
Vehicle accident/prop damage . . . . . . 4
Vehicle impound . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4
Vehicle tow . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5
Alcohol or drug related
Sale of drugs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Miscellaneous
Found property . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
Lost property . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Misc. penal code violation . . . . . . . . . . 3
Psychiatric subject . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
Suspicious circumstances . . . . . . . . . . 1
Vandalism . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7
Warrant/other agency . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5

Menlo Park
Feb. 3-Feb. 9

Violence related
800 block Sasnta Cruz Avenue, 2/5,
6:38 p.m.; battery.
1100 block Madera Avenue, 2/7, 6:14
p.m.; assault w/ a deadly weapon.

Shultz was renowned for his
patient, credible and remarkably
effective approach to diplomacy,
most often eschewing the limelight to defer to the presidents for
whom he worked. Along with his
straightforward style, he had a
hard-driving commitment to solving tangled policy problems and
avoiding extreme partisan politics.
Shultz was born Dec. 13, 1920,
in New York City and was raised
in Englewood, New Jersey.
Shultz earned his bachelor’s degree from Princeton University in
economics in 1942. After graduating, Shultz served in the Pacific
theater as a member of the U.S.
Marine Corps from 1942 to 1945,
eventually becoming a captain.
While stationed in Hawaii, Shultz
met his first wife, Army nurse Helena “O’Bie” O’Brien, with whom
he had five children. They were
married for 49 years until her passing in 1995. He married Charlotte
Mailliard, chief of protocol for the
state of California, in 1997.
After his military service, Shultz
continued his studies at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology, where he earned a doctorate
in industrial economics in 1949.
Shultz was an assistant and, later,
associate professor of economics
at MIT until 1957, when he was appointed professor of industrial relations at the University of Chicago
Graduate School of Business. He
served as the school’s dean from
1962 to 1968, where he led efforts
to establish the first scholarship for
minority students at a major business school.
In 1955, Shultz took a leave of
absence from Chicago to serve as
a senior staff economist on President Dwight Eisenhower’s Council
of Economic Advisors.
Shultz began his association
with Stanford in 1968 for a year
Theft related
Burglary . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Commercial burglaries . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Fraud . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Identity theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Petty theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
Residential burglaries . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Theft undefined . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Vehicle related
Bicycle theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Driving w/ suspended license . . . . . . . 1
Hit and run . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Lost/stolen plates . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Theft from auto . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Vehicle tampering . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Vehicle tow . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Alcohol or drug related
Driving under influence . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Possession of drugs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Possession of paraphernalia . . . . . . . . 2
Miscellaneous
Coroner case . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Found property . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Mental evaluation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4
Vandalism . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Warrant arrest . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3

fellowship at the Center for Advanced Study in the Behavioral
Sciences (CASBS). However, his
time at CASBS was cut short when
Nixon asked him to join his Cabinet as secretary of labor in January 1969. In 1970, Shultz went on
to become the first director of the
newly formed Office of Management and Budget and then in 1972
was named secretary of the treasury, a position he held until 1974.
Shultz then accepted a part-time
faculty position at Stanford Graduate School of Business, where
he taught in the school’s Public
Management Program — the first
program of its kind to examine issues of public and nonprofit management and its relationship to the
business sector.
During the Reagan administration, Shultz served as the chairman of the President’s Economic
Policy Advisory Board (1981-82),
in addition to his secretary of state
position. After leaving government
service in 1989, Shultz rejoined
Stanford and also served at the
Bechtel Group in leadership posts.
Shultz’s resolve for nuclear
nonproliferation drew him to the
renowned Stanford physicist and
arms control expert, the late Sidney Drell, who served as deputy
director for SLAC National Accelerator Laboratory from 1969
to 1998 and was a senior fellow at
Hoover. They forged a productive
professional partnership, becoming close friends and co-authoring
numerous books and papers on
how to rid the world of nuclear
weapons, including the 2014 publication with Henry Kissinger and
Sam Nunn, “Nuclear Security: The
Problems and the Road Ahead.”.
Shultz also was deeply committed to addressing climate change.
Shultz co-authored “The State
Clean Energy Cookbook” — a

collaboration between the Hoover
Institution and the Steyer-Taylor
Center for Energy Policy and Finance — that provided states with
guidance on energy-efficient initiatives. He also served as chair of
the advisory board of Stanford’s
Precourt Institute for Energy.
Devoted to student life and
scholarship at Stanford, Shultz
established numerous fellowships
for students, including the George
P. Shultz Fellowship in Canadian
Studies, The George and Charlotte
Shultz Fellowship for Modern Israel Studies and The Shultz Graduate
Student Fellowship in Economic
Policy.
At Hoover, two fellows are also
named in his recognition: the
George P. Shultz Senior Fellow
in Economics and the George P.
Shultz Senior Fellow in Foreign
Policy and National Security
Affairs.
In addition, preparation is underway at the Lou Henry Hoover
Building for the construction of
the George Shultz Fellows Building, which will replace the existing
structure. The new building will
house Hoover fellows as well as
a digital lab to serve students and
scholars in new and modern ways
— a lasting testimony to Shultz’s
keen eye toward the future.
Shultz’s numerous honors include the Medal of Freedom
(1989), the nation’s highest civilian
honor, as well as many honorary
degrees. He was a member of the
American Academy of Arts and
Sciences and the American Philosophical Society.
Shultz is survived by his wife,
Charlotte, and five children —
Margaret Tilsworth, Kathleen
Jorgensen, Peter Shultz, Barbara
White and Alexander Shultz —
as well as 11 grandchildren and 9
great-grandchildren. Q

OBITUARIES
A list of local residents who
died recently:
Louis DeFreitas, 87, a
welding teacher at the College of San Mateo, died on
Dec. 23. Lawrence Joseph
Guglielmelli, 93, a longtime
Palo Alto resident and founder of Guglielmelli Brothers
Inc., died on Jan. 9. Alex
Spiridon, 81, a Palo Alto
resident and former research
scientist at Stanford Research
Institute, died on Jan. 31.
To read full obituaries,
leave remembrances and post
photos, go to Lasting Memories at PaloAltoOnline.com/
obituaries.

Today’s news,
sports
& hot picks

Fresh news
delivered
daily
Sign up today at
PaloAltoOnline.com/
express
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PENINSUL A

PHOTO
CONTEST

ADULT
& YOUTH
DIVISIONS

SIX CATEGORIES
Abstract
Landscapes
Moments
Portraits
Travel
Wildlife
“Laundry Day” by Teri Vershel
2020 Best In Show and Travel Winner

Information & Registration:
peninsulacontest2021.artcall.org
PRESENTED BY
ONLINE
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ENTRY
DEADLINE
Mar. 22

Spectrum
Editorials, letters and opinions

An Alternative View

Who will fix all our medical glitches?
Pesky annoyances are hurting medical clinics — and they need to be solved
by Diana Diamond
he medical profession
tries to run customer-friendly
efficient clinics, and in
some areas
— like phone
call reminders
of upcoming visits — they do a
great job. But there are many other patient frustrations that should
be solved.
First example: making an appointment. Typically I telephone
Palo Alto Medical Foundation
(PAMF), and a female robot
voice answers: “Good afternoon.
Thank you for calling the Palo
Alto Medical Foundation. Please
say the name of the person or department you are trying to reach.”
“Internal medicine,” I reply.
“I see we have more than one
listing — Palo Alto Medical
Foundation in Palo Alto, Palo Alto
Medical Foundation in Los ...”
I interrupt: “Palo Alto.”
“I’m sorry. I can’t understand
your reply. I see we have more
than one listing...”

T

I say “Palo Alto” again after the
entire list is read.
“You said Internal Medicine,
Palo Alto. Is that correct?”
“Yes,” I reply.
“I’m sorry. I can’t understand
you.”
“Yes,” I repeat.
“I can’t understand you. Let me
transfer you to the operator.”
I am transferred, usually wait
for five to 10 rings before pick up,
and then get a message that tells
me, in essence, call 911 if this is
an emergency, or if I have questions about flus or fevers press 3,
or if I have questions about COVID-19, press 4, etc.
When I reach the department,
I get a repeated request to call
911 or “dial 4 for our information
about COVID-19,” and finally
reach the department staff to
make an appointment.
What if I was calling about an
appendicitis attack?
I once called the president’s
office at PAMF to complain and
was told “Someone will look into
it.”
Never heard back. And the long
message never was altered.

Other medical clinics and facilities have the same telephone
trials, but at least the Stanford
Health Care system is quicker.
Next issue: When I go to a dentist, I don’t make a six-month-inadvance appointment because I
don’t know what I will be doing
on Aug. 15. So they send me a card
two weeks before Aug. 15, and I
make my appointment and all is
well. My son has a routine appointment with his car repair service a couple of miles away, and
every six months gets a postcard
reminder that something in his car
needs routine maintenance.
But physicians don’t seem to do
it that way. It’s the “Patient, you
prompt the physician” problem.
I love my doctors and their
staff, but once I had a broken arm
and was sent for physical therapy and never knew when — or
if — I should report back to my
orthopedist. I also had a nasty infected laceration, which my doctor treated, but I was not told to
come back.
A friend of mine had a cardiac problem and was under routine care. Evidently he thought

everything was OK, but then two
weeks ago he had severe heart
pains. The cardiac physician said,
“I haven’t seen him in more than
two years.”
My friend said, about making
an appointment during that time,
“I didn’t realize I had to — the
doctor never said I should make
one.”
Miscommunication, for sure.
And now on to coronavirus,
which all of us, I am sure, have
stories of how poorly our system
is working.
Two friends had vaccine appointments through Stanford
Health Care, and when they each
checked a day before, Stanford
had no record of them making an
appointment. In another instance,
a friend made an appointment for
her husband and herself at Stanford. When she called, the nurse
said the appointment she made for
her husband registered, but hers
did not. The first earliest opening
is March 12. So she is waiting.
We all have too many similar
stories. These vaccines, difficult as they are to be distributed
around the nation, have had more

problems than they should have.
Kaiser patients are still extremely
concerned that their facility has
been very low on vaccines.
The problem starts at the national level and ends up at the state
level. Clinics need to know in advance when they will get a supply
of doses — and not just given a
two-day notice as now occurs.
Why is the injection rate much
lower in Santa Clara County than
many other counties in the state?
Why does California have the
second lowest per capita inoculation rate than 49 other states in
the country? One report I read
said states are averaging a 10%
per capita rate; California is at
the 5.2% level while Mississippi,
the lowest rating state, is at 4.8%
per capita.
What is wrong? Who is going to
fix all our medical glitches — and
when? Q
Diana Diamond is a longtime
Palo Alto journalist, editor
and author of the blog “An
Alternative View,” which can
be found at PaloAltoOnline.
com/blogs. You can email her at
DianaLDiamond@gmail.com.

Letters

them to the gills with Accessory
Dwelling Units, but that’s not what
we need. People want to own their
homes, and they want their homes
to be in low-traffic neighborhoods
with walkable and bikeable proximity to goods and services. If Palo
Alto allows a 4,000-square-foot
house on a 5,000-square-foot lot, it
can allow three 1,300-square-foot
condos in the same space.
Right now, Palo Alto is imploding. Allowing reasonable density to
be built where people want to live,
rather than in the leftover scraps of
land that nobody wanted for good
reason, would have prevented this.
It may be an idea too late, but I still
think it’s worth a try.
Deborah Goldeen
Birch Street, Palo Alto

heels of an official city of Palo Alto
survey. However, although it is
titled “independent survey” about
Palo Alto issues, this one is paid for
by Castilleja. It is anything but impartial and gives you false choices.
Very misleading questions ensure
the results will be pre-ordained.
For example, if they were truly
feeling out the residents, they
would ask: “How do you feel about
a private school in an R-1 neighborhood increasing enrollment
by 30%, building a large modern
building on a small bucolic site and
putting underground garage access
on the Bryant Bike Boulevard and
Emerson, a very narrow residential
street?” Instead, it asks: “Would
you rather have a large above-grade
garage structure or an underground
garage?” Please note that with a
lower enrollment request, they do
not need more parking than they
already have on campus, per muni
code requirements.
Three important points:
1: The neighbors have never been
against the school re-building and
modernizing; they oppose the
scope of the expansion.
2: The Planning Commission did

not approve or even strongly recommend the proposal; all the votes
were split.
3: Castilleja is requesting exceptions to the muni code (asking for
more floor area than is allowed);
weeknight and weekend events
that no other private schools in R-1
districts are allowed; a studentper-acre density that is already
twice that of all private and public

schools in Palo Alto; and an environmentally unsustainable and
highly polluting underground garage that invites more traffic.
If the school had submitted codecompliant plans in 2016, lowered
their demands and worked with
the neighborhood, they could be
re-built by now.
Andie Reed
Melville Avenue, Palo Alto

Abolish R-1 zoning
Editor,
Yet another housing debate in
front of City Council with residents claiming the project is too
big and will be a disaster on one
side, and housing advocates making desperate pleas for the basic
human need of decent housing
near their work so they don’t have
to choose between being unemployed or losing their minds on
the other. Both are right. The developments, as planned, are disastrous. They are, as former council member Karen Holman said,
warehouses for people. Not only
that, but the locations are almost
always terrible. Who wants to live
on El Camino Real or backed up
onto Highway 101?
There is a solution, but no one is
going to like it: Abolish R-1 zoning.
Vice Mayor Pat Burt’s response to
this possibility is that R-1 pretty
much doesn’t exist anymore. What
he means by this is that those of us
who own R-1 properties can pack

Misleading Castilleja
survey
Editor,
Castilleja School’s expansion
project is likely coming before
Palo Alto City Council in March.
Friends around town let us neighbors know about a “survey” they
received, following closely on the

WHAT DO YOU THINK?
The Palo Alto Weekly encourages comments on our coverage
or on issues of local interest.

What do you think of
the proposed apartment
complex in College Terrace?
Submit letters to the editor of up to 300 words to letters@paweekly.com.
Submit guest opinions of 750 to 950 words to editor@paweekly.com. Include
your name, address and daytime phone number so we can reach you.
We reserve the right to edit contributions for length, objectionable content,
libel and factual errors known to us. Anonymous letters will generally not be
accepted. Submitting a letter to the editor or guest opinion constitutes a granting
of permission to the Palo Alto Weekly and Embarcadero Media to also publish it
online, including in our online archives and as a post on Town Square.
For more information, contact Editorial Assistant Lloyd Lee at llee@paweekly.
com or 650-223-6526 or Editor Jocelyn Dong at editor@paweekly.com.

www.PaloAltoOnline.com • Palo Alto Weekly • February 12, 2021 • Page 17

Page 18 • February 12, 2021 • Palo Alto Weekly • www.PaloAltoOnline.com

www.PaloAltoOnline.com • Palo Alto Weekly • February 12, 2021 • Page 19

Page 20 • February 12, 2021 • Palo Alto Weekly • www.PaloAltoOnline.com

www.PaloAltoOnline.com • Palo Alto Weekly • February 12, 2021 • Page 21

ANNOUNCING

THE 35TH ANNUAL PALO ALTO WEEKLY
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Contest
ALL STORIES MUST BE SUBMITTED ONLINE AT:

PaloAltoOnline.com/short_story

Prizes for First, Second
and Third place winners
in each category:

Adult, Young Adult and Teen

ONLINE ENTRY
DEADLINE
April 2, 2021
ALL stories must be
2,500 words or less
Sponsored by:
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Arts & Entertainment
A weekly guide to music, theater, art, culture, books and more, edited by Karla Kane

Filoli’s biggest-ever show
of its smallest-ever trees

F

by Sonia Myers
which have been at Filoli for nearly 100 years.
When it comes to longevity
though, the crown jewel of the
exhibit is their 400-year-old black
pine bonsai tree, which has resided
at Filoli for more than 20 years.
Started in Japan centuries ago, the
black pine bonsai was given as a
gift to Lurline Roth (the owner of
Filoli from 1936 until she opened
it to the public in 1977) from the
Hillsborough Estates, so that it
could continue to live on with the
same care it had received for generations. Also of considerable age
are a set of 100-year-old wisteria
trees. Their branches are sturdy
yet bare at this time, as they do
not flower until spring.
On the shelves in the terrace gardens, among a mini-grove of oak,
olive and cypress, the Sequoia sempervirens stands tall for its bonsai
stature, and is easily identifiable as
the same species as those elderly
300-foot redwoods that grace the
coast of California. While Filoli’s
bonsai redwood is a mere 50 years
old, it holds the same appearance as
the ancient members of the forest.

Courtesy Filoli

iloli is going small this
month.
The grand estate known
for its huge gardens, immense house and large
holiday festivities is taking a
scaled-down approach for its latest exhibit — a collection of bonsai trees. These diminutive plants
span a variety of different species,
including wisteria, juniper and
camellia.
Filoli has opened up its entire
collection of bonsai trees for the
first time, including a 400-yearold black pine.
Bonsai is the Japanese art form
of cultivating trees to a micro
scale. When properly cared for in
specific containers, a bonsai tree
is essentially a miniature replica
of a species that would grow much
larger when rooted in the ground.
Filoli’s collection, on display until Feb. 28, serves as a vivid case
study in the many forms that bonsai can take and how long these
trees can thrive.
“Each one is a treasure,” said
Jim Salyards, Filoli’s director of
horticulture. Salyards has worked
at Filoli for 26 years and has acted
as horticulture director since 2014.
In articulating the care needed for
these trees, Salyards compared
them to a family pet that needs an
abundance of watchful attention.
Most woody trees hold the potential to become bonsai trees,
with the exception of those whose
leaves retain their original size
(instead of minimizing along with
the trunk and branches). Salyards
stressed that aesthetics are important to the cultivation of a successful bonsai tree: “If a plant is
stunted, but the leaves are too big,
it doesn’t look right.”
Not only has Salyards monitored the growth of many of the
bonsai trees at Filoli over the
years, but he has also played a
part in bringing a few to life. In
2011, Salyards chose to dig up a
dwarfed coast live oak that sat on
the hillside at Filoli. Mindful of
the emphasis on cultivating California native plants at the estate,
Salyards brought in the coast live
oak as a way to incorporate local
species into the bonsai collection.
Other bonsai trees Salyards has
grown from seed include a Bhutan
cypress, California buckeye and a
thin grove of beech trees. Some of
the other native bonsai tree species
include eight juniper specimens,

A selection of trees featured in Filoli’s current bonsai exhibit are on display inside the estate’s Garden House.
Salyards and the other horticulturists at Filoli are not the primary caregivers of the bonsai trees.
The extensive practice of pruning, wiring and pinching leaves
is in the hands of trained bonsai
volunteers from various bonsai
societies in the Bay Area, including the Kusamura Bonsai Club in
Palo Alto. Rita Curbow began volunteering there in 2007, and two

Above, this yuzu tree with abundant fruit is
part of Filoli’s bonsai collection. Right, bonsai
trees require a lot of care and attention. At
Filoli, volunteers are their primary caregivers.
Photos courtesy Filoli.

years later had recruited seven
more volunteers to make weekly
visits to Filoli.
“The person taking ownership
must continue the bonsai techniques,” said Curbow, speaking
of the care and maintenance she
and the other volunteers willingly
give to each little tree in the effort
to keep them healthy and thriving.
Considering the bonsai trees

live in pots and not in the ground
to receive water reserves from the
soil, they must be watered daily,
sometimes twice during warmer
weather. The bonsais at Filoli are
placed in shaded areas and sit
where staff frequently pass so that
they are consistently watched.
“With a small volume of soil,
they are more vulnerable,” said
Salyards.
Filoli has continued operations
— with modifications — throughout the pandemic.
“We have been fortunate to be
able to remain open and available
to our Bay Area community,” said
Susan O’Sullivan, Filoli’s chief external relations officer, “as a place
for outdoor recreation and to have
a much-needed respite in nature.”
The current regulations,
O’Sullivan said, “have brought us
back to the core of our mission, to
connect our rich history with a vibrant future through beauty, nature
and shared stories. We’ve been reminded that we have a unique role
to be a place of escape and solace.”
When planning a trip to Filoli, it
is strongly recommended to purchase tickets online in advance, as
daily admittance is limited during
the pandemic. More information is
available at filoli.org.
There are many bonsai clubs
throughout California. A list of
clubs, and information on the care
and cultivation of bonsai trees, can
be found at gsbfbonsai.org. Q
A version of this article was
originally published Feb. 4 on TheSixFifty.com, a sister publication
of the Palo Alto Weekly, covering
what to eat, see and do in Silicon
Valley.
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WHY SUPPORT

LOCAL
JOURNALISM?
Our subscribing members
say it best...

“

I thought your explanation of how good
reporters approach election coverage and
endorsements was excellent. Many people
don’t understand the role of the press.
Local journalism is vitally important to the
civic life of our communities. Thank you!

”

- Brenda T.

Will you join the thousands of others
supporting local journalism?
Now’s your moment to step up when we need you the most.
Subscribe now at PaloAltoOnline.com/join
You can also subscribe for one year by mailing a check for $120
($60 for seniors and students) to us at 450 Cambridge Ave., Palo Alto 94306.
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Eating Out
Every order matters
This 18,000 member Facebook group’s goal
is to support local eateries

by Elena Kadvany

The otsumami box from Ranzan in Redwood City includes wagyu steak, free-range chicken karaage with amazu, sweet egg omelet, ikura, blue shrimp and an assortment of
vegetables. Photo courtesy Ken Ko.

D

uring shelter-in-place last
April, Shane Cheng casually created a Facebook
group for friends and family to
share updates on local restaurants’ offerings and hours.
It was partly out of self-interest
— in the early throes of the pandemic, it was hard to figure out
which of his favorite spots were
still open and when, particularly
mom-and-pop eateries with little to no online presence — but
it quickly became something
much more. One member created a Google map of Bay Area
restaurants open for takeout.
More people started joining, including restaurant owners, completely through word of mouth,
and sharing what they were eating. A grassroots, serious food
community was born with an
altruistic mission: Support local
restaurants.
Bay Area Eats now has 17,500
members who respond within
minutes to posts asking for dining recommendations, from their
favorite “last-meal-on-earth bowl
of noodle soup” in the Bay Area
to the best pizza to restaurants
serving Lunar New Year and
Valentine’s Day specials. Whether you’re on the hunt for a crepe
cake, stinky tofu or fried chicken,
the avid food lovers of Bay Area
Eats have the answer.
The page reads like a love letter to local restaurants, illustrated

with photos of members’ recent
meals — an enormous calzone
oozing cheese, a gorgeous box of
masu ikura don, saucy Singaporean chili lobster, boba and popcorn chicken purchased inside a
gas station — and short blurbs
about the eateries to help give
them exposure. Members live all
over the Bay Area, so the group’s
geographic coverage is unusually
comprehensive.
“People know when they log
onto this group ... that what
they’re going to see is actual
people actually eating,” Peter
Huang, a Mountain View resident and one of the page’s moderators, said during a live Q&A
the group hosted last Friday. “It’s
not paid placements. We just try
to keep it as organic and natural
as possible.”
Cheng, a food lover and Millbrae real estate agent, never
thought Bay Area Eats would
get this big. He eventually asked
a friend, Veronica Chan, along
with Huang and another superactive member to become moderators, but the respectful and
positive group mostly makes their
job easy. Members by and large
follow the group rules (don’t do
“anything that would get you put
in timeout if you were in kindergarten,” and no spam, unless it’s
served with rice) and quickly flag
any problematic posts, which the
moderators discuss and then vote

on whether to delete.
The overarching rule is “give
more than you take.” Influencers
who might be trying to promote
themselves more than the restaurant they’re posting about or
startups looking for clients are
pre-vetted with a closer eye.
“The only thing we ask is: Put
the restaurant first as the purpose
of the post,” Cheng said.
Pre-pandemic, Chan went out
for food and drinks at least three
times a week, forming close
friendships with people in the
industry. She’s the kind of person who plans travel itineraries
around meals and documents it
all on Instagram. Born and raised
in San Francisco, she’s watched
with heartache in the last 10
months as more and more momand-pop restaurants have gone
dark.
But Bay Area Eats gives those
restaurants a voice, she said, and
the power to reach — for free —
thousands of potential customers.
“Local restaurants are incredibly important to me. So many
of my friends earn a living, feed
their families, put themselves
and/or their children through
school working for these restaurants,” Chan said. “I want to see
them not just survive this trying
time, but I’d love if they could
thrive as well.”
Ken Ko is one of Bay Area
Eats’ most frequent posters. For

him, local restaurants are the
“bread and butter of any community,” places to learn about other
cultures and meet people.
“Some businesses are truly
under-represented, undervalued,
and under-appreciated, so this
forum and those who are likeminded help showcase the need to
keep our local restaurants going,”
Ko said. “We all end up learning
from each other in one form or
another, as well as immediately
get a pulse on what’s going on out
there in the restaurant world.”
Standout meals Ko discovered
through Bay Area Eats include
Taqueria San Bruno and ube desserts from Hula Hoops, a tiki bar
in South San Francisco.
Chan delighted in finding Tarts
de Feybesse, a home-based pastry business, and eating Japanese
sandwiches outside Yubu by The
Shota in San Francisco with Ko,
the chef and general manager.
For Lunar New Year, she ordered
from S+S Gastro Grub Catering
in Oakland, which pivoted to
meal delivery during the coronavirus shutdown and often posts to
Bay Area Eats.
“Seeing their resilience and
drive has been so humbling,” she
said of the couple who owns the
catering business. “I often wonder what I would do if I were in
their shoes.”
Cheng, for his part, still thinks
about the fresh sashimi he picked

up from Suruki Supermarket in
San Mateo after seeing another
member post about it.
“It’s a great community,” Cheng
said. “We have a lot of regulars. I
just don’t know them in person.”
Local restaurant owners say the
group has brought them increased
business during a time when every
order matters.
“You’re really giving exposure
to these places,” Yuka Ioroi, who
owns Cassava in San Francisco,
said during the Q&A. “Some of
these are older Asian restaurants
that might not have any digital
presence. ... The next thing they
know, all of a sudden they might
have a line outside. You can’t put
any words to a feeling like that.”
Last fall, Huang found Dim Sum
King in Sunnyvale, which was donating meals to people who had
been displaced by the wildfires
burning in the Santa Cruz Mountains. He’s since become a regular.
“I will always go back to them
now whenever I want dim sum,” he
said. “It’s these cool little threads
that bind us all together. It’s the
best power that food brings for all
of us.”
Find Bay Area Eats on facebook.
com by searching its name. Q
Staff Writer Elena Kadvany can
be emailed at ekadvany@paweekly.com. Check out her Peninsula
Foodist blog at PaloAltoOnline.
com/blogs.
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Courtesy Ken Ko

Courtesy Ken Ko

Courtesy Ken Ko

Local meals shared on the Bay Area Eats Facebook page, from left, include: the truffle duck fried rice from Palette Tea Garden in San Mateo; futomaki from Sushi Yoshizumi
in San Mateo; and the“Crobster” roll from New England Lobster Market & Eatery in Burlingame.
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PREMIER LOCATION

Luxurious Los Altos Square Townhome
dp_sdp/ntBoOŚdp_sdp
SPECTACULAR REMODELED TOWNHOUSE with
BJtbMBbs_WUVsÛszdlBsWdpÛB_BoUOMOK^ÛBbMBzWbOoddaà
tpsdaKBJWbOso|ÛKodzbad_MWbUÛJBaJddddoWbUsVodtUVdtsÛ
and custom closet organizers makes this a unique opportunity
sddzbBUoOBssdzbVdtpOK_dpOsdKdaatbWs|ldd_pÛ9Vd_O
ddMpÛBbMsVO8W__BUOBs/BbbsdbWd ObsOoà
JOModdapÛàoOadMO_OMJBsVpîWbK_tMWbUJOModdaptWsOpï
BJt_dtpÛÖİæøpnàTsàWbsVWpzBoaBbMWbyWsWbUVdaOÛ
freshly painted

plBKWdtplBsWdpl_tpBMOK^dTTloWaBo|ptWsO

BoUOBbM_WUVsø__OM_WyWbUoddazWsVaBoJ_OoOl_BKOÛzWbO
oddazWsVzOsJBoÛBbMJBaJddddopsVodtUVdts

øKBoUBoBUOzWsVOld{|lBWbsOMddoWbU

.OadMO_OMUoBbWsOøBlldWbsOM^WsKVObzWsVJoOB^TBpsJBo

# tOpĝlOoadbsVÖKdyOoppdaOtsW_WsWOp

dbyObWObsaBWbø_OyO_JOModdaÛlOoTOKsTdodTKOdoO{OoKWpO
Available to show by appointment following all county mandates.

Judy Bogard-Tanigami
.ß

_tJVdtpOzWsVpBtbBÛVOBsOMldd_p
{KO__Obsdp_sdppKVdd_p

* Buyer to verify

Offered at $1,950,000 | 38LosAltosSquare.com

Cindy Bogard-O’Gorman
.ß

àà

àà

judy.bogard@compass.com

cindy.ogorman@compass.com

RANKED AMONG TOP AGENTS
BY THE WALL STREET JOURNAL
FOR 9 CONSECUTIVE YEARS.

www.ConsultantsInRealEstate.com

2 #. ü2! 2
dalBppWpsVOJoBbMbBaOtpOMTdopOoyWKOplodyWMOMJ|dbOdoadoOdTsVO dalBppUodtldTptJpWMWBo|KdalBbWOpà dalBppWpBoOB_OpsBsOJod^Oo_WKObpOMJ|sVO/sBsOdT B_WTdobWBBbMBJWMOpJ|ntB_dtpWbU#lldostbWs|_BzpàWKObpO!taJOoà__aBsOoWB_loOpObsOMVOoOWbWpWbsObMOM
TdoWbTdoaBsWdbB_ltoldpOpdb_|BbMWpKdalW_OMTodapdtoKOpMOOaOMoO_WBJ_OJtsVBpbdsJOObyOoWOMà VBbUOpWbloWKOÛKdbMWsWdbÛpB_OdozWsVMoBzB_aB|JOaBMOzWsVdtsbdsWKOà!dpsBsOaObsWpaBMOBpsdBKKtoBK|dTBb|MOpKoWlsWdbà__aOBptoOaObspBbMpntBoOTddsBUOBoOBllod{WaBsOà

Upfront

Kniss
(continued from page 7)

for state Assembly. He was fined
$2,000 for the violation. In recommending a $2,500 fine for
Kniss, the FPPC cited her extensive experience in politics. While
Bigelow was seeking his first reelection in 2015, Kniss was first
elected to office in 1985 and had
served in various public positions, including on the Santa Clara
County Board of Supervisors, the
FPPC noted in explaining its recommendation of the higher fine.
While the anonymous complaint that triggered the FPPC
investigation focused on her late
reporting of developer contributions, Kniss noted that her campaign had sought a legal opinion
from the Legal Division of the
FPPC. It was advised that because Collins was rehabilitating
from surgery and did not open the
contributions, they were not considered “received.” Collins died in
May 2020.
While the Legal Division functions separately from the Enforcement Division, Kniss suggested that
the legal opinion influenced the
Enforcement Division’s decision
not to pursue that as a violation.
Kniss told this news organization she wasn’t aware of the state’s
“one bank account” rule and suggested that it’s not uncommon for
candidates to pay for campaign
expenditures upfront out of their
personal accounts with the expectation of being reimbursed.
Kniss was represented in the
FPPC case by Gary Winuk of
Kaufman Legal Group, who
served as chief of the FPPC’s
Enforcement Division from 2009
and 2015. She said she was informed by her attorney that the
violations she was cited for by the
FPPC are among the most common. She also suggested that the
anonymous complaint that was
filed against her was politically
motivated and characterized it as
a sign of the city’s polarization.
“This is done to really discredit
someone, which is most unfortunate,” Kniss said. “It’s going to continue in Palo Alto because we’re so
divided as a community now.”
Neither the FPPC nor Kniss offered any explanation as to why
the investigation took four years
and is set to conclude one month
after Kniss left office. The agency’s 2017 investigations against
then-council members Adrian
Fine and Greg Tanaka were each
resolved within a few months of
being opened. (Fine was given a
warning, and Tanaka was fined
$733 for three reporting violations
that he called “clerical errors.”)
When asked in January 2018
about the length of time the Kniss
probe was taking, FPPC spokesman Jay Wierenga said the agency

TALK ABOUT IT

PaloAltoOnline.com

Read what other people are saying
about this news, and share your
opinion, on Town Square, the
community discussion forum at
PaloAltoOnline.com/square.

works to ensure that every investigation is both thorough and timely
but would not comment specifically on Kniss’ case.
In February 2019, Wierenga
said that collecting facts and evidence and contacting witnesses,

Answers to this week’s puzzles, which can be found on page 39.

especially uncooperative ones,
takes time. However, he noted, the
FPPC completes more than 80%
of its cases within a year. Q
Staff Writer Gennady Sheyner
can be emailed at gsheyner@
paweekly.com.

Start a conversation!
Learn to text & tweet with help
from Senior Planet @Avenidas.

Get your body grooving!
Ease into exercise with Avenidas’ gentle
online yoga or other movement classes

Fall in love....

...with your brain! Then treat it
well by taking a variety of online
classes from Avenidas.

Your Secret Admirer

)URP _____________________________

 ȧZZZDYHQLGDVRUJ

Employment

)RUGD\VVWXGHQWVSDUHQWVVWDIIDQGWKH
FRPPXQLW\DWODUJHDUHFKDOOHQJHGWRGRRQHDFWLRQ
HDFKGD\WRGHHSHQFRPPXQLW\FRQQHFWLRQVDQG
IXUWKHUWKHLUXQGHUVWDQGLQJRISRZHUSULYLOHJH
VXSUHPDF\RSSUHVVLRQHTXLW\DQGWKHUROHWKH\SOD\
LQWKHH[SHULHQFHVRI%ODFNΖQGLJHQRXV3HRSOHRI
&RORU

The Palo Alto Weekly offers
advertising for Employment, as well as
Home and Business Services.
If you wish to learn more about
these advertising options,
please call 650.223.6582 or email
digitalads@paweekly.com.
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SILI C O N VA LLE Y H O M E S

4249 Manuela Court, Palo Alto
Offered at $7,280,000 (Coming Soon)
Ella (Yan) Liang · 408.656.9816
Lic. #01933960

1928 Cowper Street, Palo Alto
Offered at $4,995,000
Michael Dreyfus · 650.485.3476
Lic. #01121795
Noelle Queen · 650.427.9211
Lic. #01917593

555 Byron Street #301, Palo Alto
Offered at $2,000,000
Lucy Berman · 650.208.8824
Lic. #01413627

1068 College Avenue, Menlo Park
Offered at $5,389,000
Mary Gilles · 650.814.0858
Lic. #01789710

750 Mountain Home Road, Woodside
Offered at $48,000,000
Gary Campi · 650.917.2433
Lic. #00600311
Mary Beth Holman · 650.269.9977
Lic. #01943311

30 Trail Lane, Woodside
Offered at $23,000,000
Michael Dreyfus · 650.485.3476
Lic. #01121795
Noelle Queen · 650.427.9211
Lic. #01917593

25 Preston Road, Woodside
Offered at $7,900,000
Shena Hurley · 650.575.0991
Lic. #01152002

122 Hillview Avenue, Los Altos
Offered at $5,885,000
The Campi Group · 650.917.2433
Lic #00600311
Nicole Colclough · 650.996.4221
Lic.# 02090668

418 University Avenue, Los Altos
Offered at $3,685,000
The Campi Group · 650.917.2433
Lic #00600311

682 N. San Antonio Road, Los Altos
Offered at $2,798,000
Omar Kinaan · 650.776.2828
Lic. #01723115

26 4th Street #1, Los Altos
Offered at $1,715,000
The Campi Group · 650.917.2433
Lic #00600311

2211 Rock Street, Mountain View
Offered at $1,449,000
Ensy Afdari · 408.455.7777
Lic. #00998691

734 San Rafael Street, Sunnyvale
Offered at $1,400,000
Alex Bouja · 408.489.0025
Lic. #01744054

40 Firethorn Way, Portola Valley
Offered at $28,750,000
Michael Dreyfus · 650.485.3476
Lic. #01121795
Noelle Queen · 650.427.9211
Lic. #01917593

3 Redberry Ridge, Portola Valley
Offered at $16,499,000
The Campi Group · 650.917.2433
Lic #00600311

2171 Bayhill Court, Half Moon Bay
Offered at $3,800,000
Jakki Harlan · 650.465.2180
Lic. #01407129

More Listings at GoldenGateSIR.com ·
Palo Alto Office
728 Emerson St

Menlo Park Office
640 Oak Grove Ave

Los Altos Office
195 S. San Antonio Rd

Woodside Office
2989 Woodside Rd

Each office is independently owned and operated

Redwood City Office
555 Middlefield Rd

San Carlos Office
1250 San Carlos Ave 101

Burlingame Office
360 Primrose Rd

Los Gatos Office
663 Blossom Hill Rd

OTHER OFFICES BELVEDERE-TIBURON · BERKELEY · DANVILLE · LAFAYETTE · MILL VALLEY · MONTCLAIR · NAPA · NOVATO · OAKLAND · ROSS VALLEY · SAN RAFAEL · SAUSALITO · STINSON BEACH
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Charming Palo Alto
Crescent Park Setting

756 University Avenue, Palo Alto
Bedrooms: 2 | Bathrooms: 2 | Living: +/-1,313 sq ft

List Price: $1,598,000

Nick Granoski | 650-269-8556
Nick@GranoskiWeil.com
DRE 00994196

David Weil | 650-823-3855
David@GranoskiWeil.com
DRE 01400271

Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Number 01866771. All material presented herein is intended for informational
ltoldpOpdb_|BbMWpKdalW_OMTodapdtoKOpMOOaOMoO_WBJ_OJtsVBpbdsJOObyOoWOMà VBbUOpWbloWKOÛKdbMWsWdbÛpB_OdozWsVMoBzB_aB|JOaBMOzWsVdtsbdsWKOà!dpsBsOaObsWpaBMOBpsdBKKtoBK|
of any description. All measurements and square footage are approximate.

www.PaloAltoOnline.com • Palo Alto Weekly • February 12, 2021 • Page 35

997 All Other Legals
FIRST AMENDED
NOTICE OF PETITION TO ADMINISTER ESTATE
OF: MITCHEL B. JOHNSON (AKA MITCHEL
BRIAN JOHNSON
Case No.: 20PR189249
To all heirs, beneficiaries, creditors,
contingent creditors, and persons who may
otherwise be interested in the will or estate,
or both, of MITCHEL B. JOHNSON (also
known as MITCHEL BRIAN JOHNSON).
A Petition for Probate has been filed by:
JUDY L. HACCOU in the Superior Court of
California, County of SANTA CLARA.
The Petition for Probate requests that:
JUDY L. HACCOU be appointed as personal
representative to administer the estate of
the decedent.
The petition requests authority to
administer the estate under the
Independent Administration of Estates
Act. (This authority will allow the personal
representative to take many actions without
obtaining court approval. Before taking
certain very important actions, however,
the personal representative will be required
to give notice to interested persons unless
they have waived notice or consented to
the proposed action.) The independent
administration authority will be granted
unless an interested person files an
objection to the petition and shows good
cause why the court should not grant the
authority.
A HEARING on the petition will be held on
March 3, 2021 at 9:00 a.m. in Dept.: 13 of the
Superior Court of California, County of Santa
Clara, located at 191 N. First St., San Jose,
CA, 95113.
If you object to the granting of the petition,
you should appear at the hearing and state
your objections or file written objections
with the court before the hearing. Your
appearance may be in person or by your
attorney.
If you are a creditor or a contingent creditor
of the decedent, you must file your claim
with the court and mail a copy to the
personal representative appointed by the
court within the later of either (1) four
months from the date of first issuance of
letters to a general personal representative,
as defined in section 58 (b) of the California
Probate Code, or (2) 60 days from the date
of mailing or personal delivery to you of a
notice under section 9052 of the California
Probate Code. Other California statutes and
legal authority may affect your rights as a
creditor. You may want to consult with an
attorney knowledgeable in California law.
You may examine the file kept by the court.
If you are a person interested in the estate,
you may file with the court a Request for
Special Notice (form DE-154) of the filing of
an inventory and appraisal of estate assets
or of any petition or account as provided in
Probate Code section 1250. A Request for
Special Notice form is available from the
court clerk.
Attorney for Petitioner:
Paul I. Myers III
300 Third Street, Suite 5
Los Altos, CA 94022
(650) 948-1600
(PAW Jan. 29; Feb. 5, 12, 2021)
Trustee Sale No. 8167A & 8167B Loan No.
OC-2850 Title Order No. 91218537 NOTICE
OF TRUSTEE'S SALE YOU ARE IN DEFAULT
UNDER A DEED OF TRUST DATED
05/08/2019. UNLESS YOU TAKE ACTION TO
PROTECT YOUR PROPERTY, IT MAY BE SOLD
AT A PUBLIC SALE. IF YOU NEED AN
EXPLANATION OF THE NATURE OF THE
PROCEEDINGS AGAINST YOU, YOU SHOULD
CONTACT A LAWYER On 2/19/2021 at
10:00AM, GOLDEN WEST FORECLOSURE
SERVICE, INC. as the duly appointed Trustee
under and pursuant to Deed of Trust
Recorded on 05/16/2019 Instrument No.:
24181088 of official records in the Office of
the Recorder of Santa Clara County,
California, executed by: ANDREAS M.
KOGELNIK, AN UNMARRIED MAN, as Trustor,
WILL SELL AT PUBLIC AUCTION TO THE
HIGHEST BIDDER FOR CASH (payable at time
of sale in lawful money of the United States,

by cash, a cashier’s check drawn by a state
or national bank, a check drawn by a state or
federal credit union, or a check drawn by a
state or federal savings and loan association,
savings association, or savings bank
specified in section 5102 of the Financial
Code and authorized to do business in this
state). At: THE GATED NORTH MARKET
STREET ENTRANCE OF THE SUPERIOR
COURTHOUSE, 191 N. FIRST STREET, SAN
JOSE, CA 95113, all right, title and interest
conveyed to and now held by it under said
Deed of Trust in the property situated in said
County, California describing the land
therein: T.S.# 8167a (Parcel 1) A
Condominium Comprised Of: Parcel One: An
Undivided 1/9 Interest In And To Lot 1, As
Shown Upon That Certain Map Entitled,
“Tract No. 7333” Which Map Was Filed For
Record In The Office Of The Recorder Of The
County Of Santa Clara, State Of California,
On May 24, 1982 In Book 500 Of Maps, At
Pages 38 And 39. Excepting Therefrom The
Following: (A) Units 1 To 9 Inclusive, As
Shown Upon The Condominium Plan
Recorded Under Recorder’s Serial No.
7948440, Santa Clara County Official
Records. (B) The Exclusive Right To
Possession Of All Those Areas Designated As
Balcony (B), Patio (P), Garage (G) Guest
Parking (Gg), And Storage (S) As Shown
Upon The Condominium Plan AboveReferred To. Parcel Two: Unit No. 4, As Shown
Upon The Condominium Plan AboveReferred To. Parcel Three: The Exclusive Right
To Possession And Occupancy Of Those
Portions Of Lot 1, Described In Parcel One
Above, Designated As P-4, B-4, G-4, Gg-4,
And S-4, As Appurtenant To Parcels One And
Two Above Described. T.S.# 8167b (Parcel 2)
Parcel One: Beginning At A Point On The
Northeasterly Line Of Webster Street Distant
Thereon 112.50 Feet Northwesterly From
The Point Of Intersection Of The
Northeasterly Line Of Webster Street With
The Northwesterly Line Of Kingsley Avenue;
Thence Running Northwesterly And Along
The Northeasterly Line Of Webster Street
37.50 Feet; Thence Running At Right Angles
Northeasterly And Parallel With The
Northwesterly Line Of Kingsley Avenue
112.50 Feet; Thence Running At Right
Angles Southeasterly And Parallel With The
Northeasterly Line Of Webster Street 37.50
Feet; Thence Running At Right Angles
Southwesterly And Parallel With The
Northwesterly Line Of Kingsley Avenue
112.50 Feet To The Point Of Beginning, And
Being All Of Lot 54 And The Northwesterly
12.50 Feet Of Lot 53 In Block 89 Of The City
Of Palo Alto, As Laid Down, Designated And
Delineated Upon That Certain Map Entitled,
“Subdivision Of Block 89 Of University Park,
Palo Alto, Santa Clara County” And Which
Map Was Filed For Record In The Office Of
The Recorder Of The County Of Santa Clara,
State Of California, On January 4, 1890 In
Book “D” Of Maps, Page 165. Parcel Two: A
Non-Exclusive Right Of Way For Ingress And
Egress Only Over A Strip Of Land Described
As Follows: Beginning At A Point On The
Northeasterly Line Of Webster Street Distant
Thereon Northwesterly 112.50 Feet From
The Point Of Intersection Of Said Line Of
Webster Street With The Northwesterly Line
Of Kingsley Avenue; Thence Parallel With
Said Line Of Kingsley Avenue Northeasterly
112.50 Feet; Thence Parallel With Said Line
Of Webster Street Southeasterly 7.10 Feet;
Thence Parallel With Said Line Of Kingsley
Avenue Southwesterly 82.50 Feet; Thence In
A Direct Line Southwesterly 30 Feet More Or
Less, To A Point In The Northeasterly Line Of
Webster Street, That Is Distant Along Said
Line Southeasterly 3.0 Feet From The Point
Of Beginning; Thence Along Said Line Of
Webster Street Northwesterly 3.0 Feet To The
Point Of Beginning, Being A Part Of Lot 53 In
Block 89 In The City Of Palo Alto, As Laid
Down, Designated And Delineated Upon
That Certain Map Entitled, Subdivision Of
Block 39 In University Park, Palo Alto Santa
Clara County” And Which Said Map Was Filed
For Record In The Office Of The Recorder Of
The County Of Santa Clara, State Of
California, On January 4, 1890 In Book “D” Of
Maps, Page 165. The property heretofore
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described is being sold “as is”. The street
address and other common designation, if
any, of the real property described above is
purported to be: T.S.# 8167A - 1335 ALMA
ST., PALO ALTO, CA APN: 124-15-052 T.S.#
8167B - 1143 WEBSTER ST., PALO ALTO, CA
94301 APN: 120-06-061 The undersigned
Trustee disclaims any liability for any
incorrectness of the street address and other
common designation, if any, shown herein.
Said sale will be made, but without
covenant or warranty, expressed or implied,
regarding title, possession, or
encumbrances, to pay the remaining
principal sum of the note(s) secured by said
Deed of Trust, with interest thereon, as
provided in said note(s), advances, if any,
under the terms of the Deed of Trust,
estimated fees, charges and expenses of the
Trustee and of the trusts created by said
Deed of Trust, to-wit: $1,580,582.60
(Estimated). Accrued interest and additional
advances, if any, will increase this figure
prior to sale. The Beneficiary may elect to
bid less than the full credit bid. The
beneficiary under said Deed of Trust
heretofore executed and delivered to the
undersigned a written Declaration of Default
and Demand for Sale, and a written Notice
of Default and Election to Sell. The
undersigned caused said Notice of Default
and Election to Sell to be recorded in the
county where the real property is located
and more than three months have elapsed
since such recordation. NOTICE TO
POTENTIAL BIDDERS: If you are considering
bidding on this property lien, you should
understand that there are risks involved in
bidding at a trustee auction. You will be
bidding on a lien, not on the property itself.
Placing the highest bid at a trustee auction
does not automatically entitle you to free
and clear ownership of the property. You
should also be aware that the lien being
auctioned off may be a junior lien. If you are
the highest bidder at the auction, you are or
may be responsible for paying off all liens
senior to the lien being auctioned off, before
you can receive clear title to the property.
You are encouraged to investigate the
existence, priority, and size of outstanding
liens that may exist on this property by
contacting the county recorder's office or a
title insurance company, either of which
may charge you a fee for this information. If
you consult either of these resources, you
should be aware that the same lender may
hold more than one mortgage or deed of
trust on the property. NOTICE TO PROPERTY
OWNER: The sale date shown on this notice
of sale may be postponed one or more
times by the mortgagee, beneficiary, trustee,
or a court, pursuant to Section 2924g of the
California Civil Code. The law requires that
information about trustee sale
postponements be made available to you
and to the public, as a courtesy to those not
present at the sale. If you wish to learn
whether your sale date has been postponed,
and, if applicable, the rescheduled time and
date for the sale of this property, you may
call (916) 939-0772 or visit this internet
website www.nationwideposting.com, using
the file number assigned to this case 8167A
or 8167B. Information about
postponements that are very short in
duration or that occur close in time to the
scheduled sale may not immediately be
reflected in the telephone information or on
the internet website. The best way to verify
postponement information is to attend the
scheduled sale. NOTICE TO TENANT: You may
have a right to purchase this property after
the trustee auction pursuant to Section
2924m of the California Civil Code. If you are
an "eligible tenant buyer," you can purchase
the property if you match the last and
highest bid placed at the trustee auction. If
you are an "eligible bidder," you may be able
to purchase the property if you exceed the
last and highest bid placed at the trustee
auction. There are three steps to exercising
this right of purchase. First, 48 hours after
the date of the trustee sale, you can call
(916) 939-0772, or visit this internet website
www.nationwideposting.com, using the file
number assigned to this case 8167A or
8167B to find the date on which the
trustee's sale was held, the amount of the
last and highest bid, and the address of the
trustee. Second, you must send a written
notice of intent to place a bid so that the

trustee receives it no more than 15 days
after the trustee's sale. Third, you must
submit a bid so that the trustee receives it
no more than 45 days after the trustee's sale.
If you think you may qualify as an "eligible
tenant buyer" or "eligible bidder," you
should consider contacting an attorney or
appropriate real estate professional
immediately for advice regarding this
potential right to purchase. 1/15/21 GOLDEN
WEST FORECLOSURE SERVICE, INC., as
Trustee 611 Veterans Blvd., Suite 206
Redwood City, CA 94063-1401 (888) 9823888 (Phone) (916) 939-0772 TRUSTEE'S
SALE INFORMATION Michael D. Orth,
President NPP0372762 To: PALO ALTO
WEEKLY PUB: 01/29/2021, 02/05/2021,
02/12/2021
NOTICE OF PETITION TO ADMINISTER ESTATE
OF
DOYLE P. ROYAL AKA DOYLE PRESTON
ROYAL AKA DOYLE P. ROYAL, JR.
CASE NO. 21PR189381
To all heirs, beneficiaries, creditors,
contingent creditors, and persons who may
otherwise be interested in the will or estate,
or both, of: DOYLE P. ROYAL AKA DOYLE
PRESTON ROYAL AKA DOYLE P. ROYAL, JR.
A Petition for Probate has been filed by LISA
ANNE BUTTERFIELD in the Superior Court of
California, County of SANTA CLARA.
The Petition for Probate requests that
LISA ANNE BUTTERFIELD be appointed as
personal representative to administer the
estate of the decedent.
The Petition requests authority to administer
the estate under the Independent
Administration of Estates Act. (This authority
will allow the personal representative
to take many actions without obtaining
court approval. Before taking certain very
important actions, however, the personal
representative will be required to give notice
to interested persons unless they have
waived notice or consented to the proposed
action.) The independent administration
authority will be granted unless an
interested person files an objection to the
petition and shows good cause why the
court should not grant the authority.
A hearing on the petition will be held in this
court on 03/29/2021 at 9:01 A.M. in Dept.
13 Room N/A located at 191 NORTH FIRST
STREET, SAN JOSE, CA 95113.
If you object to the granting of the petition,
you should appear at the hearing and state
your objections or file written objections
with the court before the hearing. Your
appearance may be in person or by your
attorney.
If you are a creditor or a contingent creditor
of the decedent, you must file your claim
with the court and mail a copy to the
personal representative appointed by the
court within the later of either (1) four
months from the date of first issuance of
letters to a general personal representative,
as defined in section 58(b) of the California
Probate Code, or (2) 60 days from the date
of mailing or personal delivery to you of a
notice under section 9052 of the California
Probate Code.
Other California statutes and legal authority
may affect your rights as a creditor. You
may want to consult with an attorney
knowledgeable in California law.
You may examine the file kept by the court.
If you are a person interested in the estate,
you may file with the court a Request for
Special Notice (form DE-154) of the filing of
an inventory and appraisal of estate assets
or of any petition or account as provided in
Probate Code section 1250. A Request for
Special Notice form is available from the
court clerk.
Attorney for Petitioner: MARK A. SHUSTOFF,
LAW OFFICES OF MARK A. SHUSTOFF, 82
WEST PORTAL AVENUE, SAN FRANCISCO, CA
94127, Telephone: 415-566-5224
2/12, 2/19, 2/26/21
CNS-3437291#
PALO ALTO WEEKLY

Call Alicia Santillan at
650-223-6578
or email asantillan@
paweekly.com for assistance
with your
legal advertising needs.

Upfront

Rent relief
(continued from page 5)

business owners, are looking for
rent relief on spaces they aren’t
using to full capacity, to avoid
further cutbacks on top of other
cutbacks. Landlords and property
managers have little to no choice
but to work with their tenants to
avoid souring what can already
be complicated relationships and
risking vacancies that will be difficult to fill in the future.
“Everybody’s been working together because it’s obvious there’s
nothing you can do about this,”
Goldman said.
While state and local ordinances have mostly leaned toward the
side of the commercial tenant
by effectively halting evictions,
regulations have done little to alleviate fears of legal repercussions
against the smaller occupants
struggling to find relief from their
landlords or, on the more extreme
side, to prevent business operators
like Nichols from shutting down
permanently and making an involuntary Bay Area exit.
Sally Hayman, a longtime
psychotherapist in Palo Alto, for
months has sought a reduction in
the rent on her California Avenue
suite but with little results. She
and three of her colleagues, who
are also licensed clinical social
workers and work out of the same
office, are currently paying for a
space they haven’t stepped foot in
since March when mental health
services started to go virtual.
It’s not just due to health concerns stemming from their age —
they’re all older than 65 — but
from the layout of the office suite,
which Hayman said includes a
shared waiting room that can’t
hold multiple clients at 6-feet distance, rooms with windows that
can’t open while they meet with
clients, and a rattling HVAC system that none of the tenants are
sure has been improved or looked
at by the property manager.
Hayman also is bringing in less
income now. She lost six clients,
is booking fewer sessions for her
remaining patients, and gave a
few people discount rates. Still,
she manages to pay rent on time,
as she has done for the past 20
years.
Already lowering her expectations, Hayman has asked the property managers at Alhouse Deaton,
which received a $450,000 PPP
loan, for a 15% discount. The most
the property management company offered was to reduce rent
by half for June and July, 2020,
through a deferred payment plan
in which the tenants could re-pay
the remainder over a three-month
period starting in October.
After many fruitless email exchanges, Hayman is now trying to
buy herself out of the lease that
ends this year in July by offering five months rent in advance.
Alhouse Deaton, which did not
respond to multiple requests for
comment for this article, declined.
Some small business owners and tenants report more better experiences with landlords

Upfront

Magali Gauthier

and property managers, or at
least situations where they have
been more sympathetic to their
circumstances.
Nichols, who pays $1,200 a
month for her office on Oak Grove
Avenue in Menlo Park, said she
believed her landlord handled the
situation as fairly as possible — at
least to her immediate knowledge.
A few generous clients have either continued to pay Nichols as if
they were still receiving her services or made donations, but the
lifelong Bay Area resident still
had more expenses than income.
“My savings are gone,” she said.

‘This crisis
has just begun’
Jon Goldman, co-president of Premier Property Management, is
photographed outside the firm’s offices in Palo Alto.

Magali Gauthier

In the fourth quarter of 2020,
eight leases by a handful of Silicon Valley corporations like Alphabet Inc. in Mountain View,
Facebook in Menlo Park and
Amazon, which has a lease in
East Palo Alto, were responsible
for what Colliers International, a
real estate service and investment
management company, characterized as a “signaling (of) confidence in Silicon Valley’s future.”
Each lease entailed over 100,000
square feet each, the stated.
But looking into Silicon Valley’s cities and further into their
respective neighborhoods can
paint a wholly different picture,
one where once prime locations
like downtown Palo Alto and
Menlo Park have become dead
zones for commercial real estate
brokers as leasing deals dried up.
“This crisis has just begun,”
said Goldman of Premier Property, which specializes in property
management in downtown Palo
Alto.
A city like Palo Alto won’t
transform into the “Dust Bowl,”
according to Goldman, but because employees and sometimes
entire companies have moved out
of their offices, the economic tolls

Even after her landlord waived one month’s rent, Menlo Park
massage therapist Linda Nichols says she can’t afford to keep her
business open during the pandemic. By the end of March, with her
savings depleted, she’ll be leaving the Bay Area to stay with her
family in Texas.
of COVID-19 will be much worse
for commercial real estate than
the prior crises.
“You see, 2009 was a bad recession, but it really recovered very
quickly here, and people wanted
to get back to work,” Goldman
recalled. “And a lot of shorter

term leases came out of that. This
is different because people can’t
leave the house, they’re afraid to
leave their house, and their kids
are not in school.”
Even when employees and
(continued on page 39)

Kozy Brothers

DE MARTINI
ORCHARD

66 N. San Antonio Rd., Los Altos • 650-948-0881 • DeMartiniOrchard.com
i iiO
O h d

S ARGENTO

CHEESE
A LL

$

5

FLAVORS

69
PKG

CRISPS

REG.

$ 29
7

5

$

PKG

MEXICAN
NEW
SWEET
CREAMY

$ 00 ALMONDS
L

OR

BROCCOLI GRAPES D 6B
C
G
APRICOTS
C
F
$ 49 M $ 99 L G
N
ROWN
UT
O

99

C ALIF . G ROWN
S HELLED R AW

2 23

$ 49
LB

C ALIF . G ROWN

W ILD C ALIFORNIA
T WICE B AKED

A TUFLO

ASPARAGUS MANGOES WALNUTS
LARGE
TENDER
MEATY
SPEARS

$ 19
REG. 7

ALL
FLAVORS

L ONG G REEN

W ASTE

1

F OR

B

M USCAT S EEDLESS

REAT

LAVOR
UST

LB T RY

3

$ 99

1 # PKG

RIED

OCALLY

LB

CURBSIDE PICK - UP AVAILABLE .
CHECK OUR WEBSITE FOR DETAILS .

F INEST
Q UALITY
L IMITED
S UPPLY
T RULY
D ELICIOUS

LENHEIM

ROWN

19

$

99
1#
PKG

OPEN DAILY 8 AM- 7 PM • PRICES EFFECTIVE 2/10 thru 2/16

$

00

www.PaloAltoOnline.com • Palo Alto Weekly • February 12, 2021 • Page 37

Page 38 • February 12, 2021 • Palo Alto Weekly • www.PaloAltoOnline.com

Upfront

Rent relief
(continued from page 37)

companies are willing to come back to
their offices, Goldman feels Palo Alto
in particular will have delays filling in
the leases, the consequence of a market
impacted by a “micromanaging” City
Council and increasing vacancy rates prepandemic. (Office vacancy rate was 5.2%
in the tird quarter of 2018, according to
a report by the San Francisco Business
Times, and increased to 7.2% the following year.)
In the meantime, Goldman said his firm

has emphasized working with their tenants,
trying to renegotiate leases based on their
unique circumstances, whether that be restructuring a lease that charges rent based
on a percentage of sales or providing a business looking to extend their lease with a
good rate.
What Goldman emphasized Premier
Properties won’t do is having a landlord
threaten a tenant to pay rent or be taken to
court or collections.
“We don’t do that,” Goldman said. “Especially in COVID.”
John McNellis, founder of McNellis Partners, which maintains a portfolio of neighborhood shopping centers,

Public Agenda
A preview of Palo Alto government meetings next week

pandemic, some “multi-billion dollar” tenants, whom McNellis chose not to name,
have leveraged their positions as companies with plenty of money and hundreds
of locations and threatened to move out
unless they receive a 20% rent reduction.
“In a crisis like this, people’s, unfortunately for better or worse, characters come
out,” he said. “We have people like the
little massage center guys who are truly
destitute. ... And we also have people who
try to take advantage of this.”
State and local eviction moratoriums
have given landlords little recourse to enforce rent, McNellis said. But he isn’t expecting anyone to cry for him or his firm.
“Nobody in the world feels sorry for
landlords,” he laughed. “It’s properly
viewed as kind of comical, and it’s the cost
of being a landlord I guess.” Q
Editorial Assistant Lloyd Lee can be
emailed at llee@paweekly.com.

supermarkets and drugstores, echoes the
sentiment and believes that’s just good
business sense.
“You don’t have to be a Mother Teresa or
Gandhi, as a retail or office building owner,
to be cutting rents or to be giving forgiveness because the demand is way down,” he
said.
Unlike in downtown Palo Alto, McNellis has seen 75% of his tenants thrive during the pandemic since his firm mostly
focuses on outdoor shopping centers and
grocery stores. But other sectors of retail
— in particular personal care services
such as hair salons and massage parlors
— have suffered since the beginning of
the pandemic and continue to suffer today,
he said.
But it’s not always the case that a dying business is dependent on the mercy
of a towering landlord with all the “financial muscle,” as he puts it. During the

CITY COUNCIL ... The council has no meetings scheduled this week.
COUNCIL FINANCE COMMITTEE ... The committee plans to discuss preliminary financial
forecasts and rates for electric, gas, water and wastewater utilities. The virtual meeting will
begin at 7 p.m. on Tuesday, Feb. 16. Those wishing to participate by Zoom can do so by
dialing 669-900-6833 and using Meeting ID: 992 2730 7235.
ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW BOARD ... The board plans to discuss objective standards for
architectural review and consider a request for in-channel creek bank stabilization at 650
Clark Way. The virtual meeting will begin at 8:30 a.m. on Thursday, Feb. 18. Those wishing
to participate by Zoom can do so by dialing 669-900-6833 and using Meeting ID: 986 4526
8157.
CITY/SCHOOL LIAISON COMMITTEE ... The committee plans to meet at 8:30 a.m. on
Thursday, Feb. 18. The agenda was not available by press deadline.
PUBLIC ART COMMISSION ... The commission plans to discuss temporary art work at the
construction site for the public safety building. The virtual meeting will begin at 7 p.m. on
Thursday, Feb. 18. Those wishing to participate by Zoom can do so by dialing 669-9006833 and using Meeting ID: 972 2539 1247.

Across
1 A name by any other name?
6 ___-pitch softball
9 Gradually withdraw
13 Country singer Griffith
14 Place first
15 Titular “Pinhead” of comics
16 Short, effective set for a stand-up
comedian
18 Pissed
19 Gain again, as trust
20 Former Quebecois premier ___ Levesque
22 Cosecant, for one
27 “Citizen Kane” studio
29 Grant temporary use of
30 “Frozen” princess
31 Raphael’s weapon, in “Teenage Mutant
Ninja Turtles”
32 Molecule unit
34 Held for possible sale, maybe
36 Midwestern NBA follower, maybe
39 Japanese period for over 250 years
(headquartered in what is now Tokyo)
40 Oboe, for one
41 Suffix for trick
42 Leakes of reality TV
43 Final Four initials
45 Post-apocalyptic zombie series, to fans
46 Tank dwellers that need a lot of care
50 “Cinderella Man” antagonist
51 Feature of some interesting stories
54 Internet connection device
57 “Heads up!” (or advice to crossword speedsolvers)
60 A fire sign
61 “Yikes!”
62 High-ranking
63 “Edward Scissorhands” star
64 Ham sandwich bread
65 Like some bathwater

“True/False Test” — either way, it’s correct. Matt Jones

This week’s SUDOKU

Answers on page 33.

Answers on page 33.

Down
1 Colony resident
2 Dragon’s den
3 “Picnic” playwright
4 Really wish you could
5 Instrument that can play quarter tones
6 Refrain for a “sweet chariot”
7 Letters for the 2020 Super Bowl
8 Margin in a close game, maybe
9 Bugs
10 Green-minded org.
11 Fitting
12 Bill who appears in the 2021 Amazon
movie “Bliss”
15 Much of a penny

17 Part of some three-day weekends, for short
21 Belgian salad green
23 Artery along the thigh
24 “Be back ___”
25 2020 Pixar movie
26 Au pair
27 Oakland athlete
28 Kyoto garment
31 Blood flow facilitator
32 ___ Lingus (carrier based in Dublin)
33 Techno offshoot big in the 1990s
35 Ryerson who shows up (again!) during
repeat viewings of “Groundhog Day”
37 Traffic noise
38 How some flat, green insects are described

www.sudoku.name

44 Oldest ever U.S. ex-president
45 It’s still a good idea to get a shot for it
47 Pet food brand
48 The Lightning Seeds lead singer Broudie
49 Wanda of “Curb Your Enthusiasm”
52 Mass movement of viewers to another
Twitch stream
53 Air France assets, once
54 Magazine with a final print issue in 2018
55 Mineral-rich source
56 Quick swim
58 “Pay attention!”
59 Scottish mystery writer Josephine
© 2021 Matt Jones

www.PaloAltoOnline.com • Palo Alto Weekly • February 12, 2021 • Page 39

PALO ALTO
1007 N. California Avenue

FOR SALE
4 Bed | 3 Bath | $3,895,000 | 1007NCalifornia.com

734 Seneca Street

2250 Waverley Street

SP KEN FOR

SP KEN FOR

3 Bed | 3 Bath | 11,780 sq ft

5 Bed | 3.5 Bath | 6,095 sq ft

Judy Citron
650.400.8424
judy@judycitron.com
judycitron.com
DRE 01825569

#1 Individual Compass Realtor in California
#3 Individual Agent in California
#7 Individual Agent in the USA
50+ Homes Bought and Sold in 2020
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