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different world,
safer care
“We now know a lot more about the virus and how it’s transmitted.
We are confident that we can deliver great care, without risk of infection,
and get back to routine procedures.”
—W. Ray Kim, MD | Chief of Gastroenterology & Hepatology, Stanford Medicine

The world is ever-changing. At Stanford Health Care, we’re adapting to safely deliver
the same, excellent care you have always relied on. Whether you need primary care
or our world-class specialty services—including cancer care, cardiovascular health,
neuroscience, and orthopaedics—we’re here for you.
We’re taking every precaution to protect your health:
U.S. News & World Report recognizes
Stanford Health Care among the top
hospitals in the nation. Ranking based
on quality and patient safety.

• Testing for COVID-19 before most procedures and to track the health of
our workforce
• Rigorous standards, including COVID-19 health screenings at entrances,
comprehensive PPE use, enhanced air filtration, and application of chemicals
and UV light to sanitize spaces
• Convenient care, with expanded access to remote video visits and contactless
check-in/check-out available through our MyHealth app when visiting our
facilities in-person
To learn more and book an appointment, visit: stanfordhealthcare.org/resumingcare
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ELECTION NIGHT
WATCH LIVE COVERAGE OF

LOCAL ELECTION RESULTS
PALO ALTO • MENLO PARK • ATHERTON • EAST PALO ALTO • MOUNTAIN VIEW

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 3 • 10-11 pm
FEATURING

WHERE TO WATCH

Palo Alto Weekly Editor Jocelyn Dong

YouTube.com/paweekly

Former Palo Alto City Councilmember Vic Ojakian

MidpenMedia.org

East Palo Alto Media Center Director Henrietta Burroughs

Cable Channel 30

Live interviews with candidates
A joint production of Palo Alto Online
and the Midpen Media Center
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Upfront

Daylight Saving Time is ending
Set your clocks back one
hour at 2 a.m. this Sunday.

Local news, information and analysis

Palo Alto looks beyond armed police officers
Pursuing reform, city prepares to add community service
officers, partner with behaviorial-health workers
by Gennady Sheyner

A

s Palo Alto prepares to enact police reforms, an idea
that continues to gather
momentum on the City Council
is to shift some of the Police Department’s workload from sworn
officers to social workers and other
unarmed employees.

But despite general support for
the idea, council members and
department leadership have yet to
reach a clear consensus on what
type of model to adopt.
The agency is looking to join
Santa Clara County’s Psychiatric Emergency Response Team

(PERT) program, which partners a
county clinician with a police officer for calls that involve mental
health issues. Some members of
the council, meanwhile, believe
the city should go even further and
explore removing certain types of
calls from the department’s purview altogether.
The council debated the various
options Monday night for police
reform, a topic sparked by the May
25 killing of George Floyd by a

Minnesota police officer. The issue
will return to the spotlight on Nov.
2, when council members are set
to approve various revisions to the
department’s use-of-force policies.
The changes include an explicit
prohibition on techniques that restrict blood and air flow to the head
or neck and a more robust section
on de-escalation techniques.
On Monday, the council wrestled
with broader questions pertaining
to police accountability and the

department’s service model. Members generally supported expanding the scope of the independent
police auditor and shifting some
responsibilities away from armed
officers, though the council didn’t
take any formal actions at the
meeting.
Assistant Police Chief Andrew
Binder said the department is already going through the process of
(continued on page 29)

DEVELOPMENT

Fewer
events, more
enforcement
City proposes conditions
for Castilleja expansion
by Gennady Sheyner

S

Magali Gauthier

Shounak Dharap and his daughter, Aarchi, play together in the backyard of their Palo Alto home. The COVID-19 crisis has prevented his
wife’s family from seeing their newborn in person, but it also has enabled him to spend more time with Aarchi while working from home.

COVID-19

When will I see you again?
Many pandemic-separated families cautiously adjust; a few take bold action
by Sue Dremann

T

he birth of a baby is normally cause for a large
family celebration. In early February, Shounak Dharap
expected his extended family to
travel from India to Palo Alto to
meet his new daughter, Aarchi.
But then the COVID-19 crisis
hit and turned the family’s plans
upside down.
Even his wife’s parents who
live in town can’t hold their new
granddaughter, he said.

Weddings and births, the holidays and family gatherings, the
ability to touch and hold a dear
family member — even routine
visits — have all been disrupted
by the pandemic.
As the deadly virus’s spread
continues to quash expectations of when life might return
to normal, some residents said
they worry when — or if — they
will ever see their loved ones in
person again. Three Palo Alto

families discussed how they are
adapting to the new reality.

An infant born
into a pandemic

D

harap and his wife,
Laura Jefferson, hope
Aarchi will grow up surrounded by the loving caresses
of doting grandparents, playing
face-to-face with playmates and
joyfully celebrating all of life’s

milestones with their family.
But so far, Dharap and Jefferson
have had to contain their lives in
a small family bubble.
Being new parents, they had
already expected some isolation
and were taking precautions
against exposing their daughter
to others in the first months of
her life.
But they had plans. Both work
full time, and when Aarchi was
born on Feb. 3, Dharap was on
parental leave.
“I was supposed to go back to
work on March 16; the shelterin-place went into effect the next
day,” said Dharap, an attorney
and the vice president of the

eeking to bridge the yawning gap between Castilleja
School, which is looking
to rebuild its Bryant Street campus, and a vocal group of neighbors who vehemently oppose
the school’s plan, Palo Alto city
staff is proposing a compromise
that would allow the project to
advance while imposing stricter limits on school events and
traffic.
If approved by the Planning
and Transportation Commission,
which began its review of the
proposed conditions on Wednesday night, the permit would allow
Castilleja to meet the main goals
of its ambitious project: modernizing the campus, constructing an
underground garage and gradually raising enrollment from the
current level of 426 students to
540 students.
It would also require Castilleja
to reduce the number of events it
holds on its campus, a topic that
has generated significant neighborhood concerns. The school
has already proposed lowering
the number of annual events on
its campus from more than 100
to about 90. Staff is proposing a
limit of 70 events, despite Castilleja’s assertion that it would
need to hold at least 74 to accommodate its academic and social
interests.
If approved by the commission
and, ultimately, the City Council,
the conditional use permit would
also require regular monitoring of
vehicle traffic around the school.

(continued on page 32)
(continued on page 34)
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—Greg Tanaka, Palo Alto City Council member, on
proposal to restrict media communications. See story
on page 5.

Courtesy University Rotary Club of Palo Alto
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Sheryl Nonnenberg, John Orr, Monica Schreiber,
Jay Thorwaldson

I don’t think we want to muzzle
our commissioners.

A SPECIAL PLACE FOR BOOKS
... Educational resources have
been in high demand during the
COVID-19 pandemic. Members
of the Silicon Valley Sunshine
Interact Club and University
Rotary Club of Palo Alto made a
dent in addressing that need on
a local level by building 41 book
cubbies for The Primary School in
East Palo Alto, club President Jerry
Zhang said. About 12 members of
the club spent around five hours
last week using wood to construct
the cubbies, also known as book
corners, that aim to serve lowincome students. The club is made
up of local teens, most of whom
attend Palo Alto, Gunn or Los
Altos high schools, said Zhang, a
senior at Paly. The cubbies will be
filled with books largely provided
through the Bring Me a Book
Foundation. In total, 88 cubbies
with books will be delivered to The
Primary School ahead of a Nov. 17
literacy event for kindergarten and
first grade students, according
to Judy Koch, a member of the
rotary club of Palo Alto, which
sponsors the student group.
ALL JAZZED UP ... Many people
have made a walk around the
park part of their routine to find
respite from being indoors. For
visitors of Johnson Park, that walk
has become much jazzier thanks
to Palo Alto resident Scott King
and his friends. King, a bassist,
put out a call to his fellow jazz
musicians for the free weekly
shows and called the Police
Department to make sure it was
OK before launching in mid-July.
The group, Jazz in the Park, plays
improvisational jazz every Sunday
from 10:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
They’re made up of lead guitarist
Greg Pascale, pianists Kimiko
and Ina Kim and drummer Alex
Muchnik. “It’s so rewarding to have
friends who are willing to join me
and share the music, and it’s so
rewarding that the community has
opened their arms to embrace us.”
The group has gathered an array

of audience members, including
couples, children, families and
even two to three dogs who
frequently take their spot next
to the performers. “We have a
real soft, relaxing sound and
I think it invites people to just
sit down and chill,” King said.
While the sound is infectious, the
group and audience members
make sure they take safety
precautions against COVID-19,
including staying 6-8 feet from
each other, he added. Jazz in
the Park is looking for ways
to continue playing outdoors,
particularly during the upcoming
cold months. While unfavorable
weather may force the group
to take a break, the positive
feedback from locals is priceless.
Watch the group’s performances
on King’s YouTube channel at bit.
ly/34yvw0C.
HATS OFF TO NATALIE ... As
crisp weather settles in the Bay
Area, you may find yourself in
search of a knitted hat to stay
warm. For 15-year-old Natalie
Yeung, the hats aren’t just a
winter fashion accessory, but
a symbol of her new hobby
of knitting that she picked up
while getting treated for T cell
lymphoma at Lucile Packard
Children’s Hospital Stanford.
The Make-A-Wish Greater Bay
Area fulfilled Natalie’s wish of
supporting the Lucile Packard
Social Services Fund through
a $5,000 donation. The Millbrae
teen wanted to make a larger
impact and, in collaboration
with the nonprofit, launched the
#KnittingWithNatalie awareness
campaign on her 15th birthday on
July 23, which also fell during her
last week of cancer treatments,
according to the nonprofit.
Community members were
encouraged to knit hats and send
them to the nonprofit through the
end of August. The campaign
gathered more than 800 hats for
Lucile Packard’s Teen Health
Van, which cares for high-risk
children and young adults.
“Natalie is now in the maintenance
phase of her treatment and
looking forward to continuing
with high school and (moving) on
to college,” according to MakeA-Wish. She plans to become a
nurse someday. Natalie’s story
was featured at The Gift of Wish,
the nonprofit’s virtual event and
auction held on Oct. 22. Q
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ELECTION 2020

Tune in for local election
results, analysis
Live broadcast set for 10 p.m. on election night

M

idpeninsula residents can
watch local election results next Tuesday night
during a live, one-hour broadcast
being co-produced by Palo Alto
Online, the Almanac and the Midpen Media Center.
The special news program will
be livestreamed at 10 p.m. simultaneously on the Palo Alto Online
YouTube channel at YouTube.com/
paweekly, the Media Center’s website at midpenmedia.org and local
cable channel 30. It will feature updated results and analysis of selected races and measures on the ballot
in Palo Alto, Menlo Park, East Palo
Alto, Atherton and Mountain View.

The broadcast will be hosted by
Palo Alto Weekly Editor Jocelyn
Dong and will feature commentary
from former Palo Alto City Council
member Vic Ojakian and Henrietta
Burroughs, director of the East
Palo Alto Media Center and host of
the “Talking with Henrietta” cable
show.
Along with a summary of election results as they are released by
the Registrars of Voters in Santa
Clara and San Mateo counties,
selected candidates will be interviewed throughout the hour by Palo
Alto Weekly and Almanac reporters. Q
— Palo Alto Weekly staff
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District does not recommend livestreaming
for middle, high schools
by Elena Kadvany

P

alo Alto Unified is not recommending that its middle
and high schools reopen
with livestreaming in January,
which would allow students learning from home to remotely watch
classes as they are happening in
person.
On a survey of secondary teachers this week, 64% of those who
responded said they are “strongly
against any form of livestreaming
in any circumstance.” About 36%
disagreed with that statement, and
24% said they would be willing
to simultaneously teach students
in person and over Zoom. Of 447
secondary teachers, 330 have responded to the survey, according
to the district.
Seventy-three percent of secondary students and families, meanwhile, said on a survey that they see
livestreaming as a “viable option”
for distance learning.
Some high school teachers who
called into Tuesday’s school board
meeting said livestreaming would
place an undue burden on teachers
and that the district hadn’t provided enough information to teachers
about how it would work on the
ground.
“Teaching via Zoom, as we are
currently, takes all my attention and
skills,” Gunn High School Spanish
teacher Elizabeth Matchett said. “I
think I’m doing it pretty well given
its limitations, but I earnestly desire to be with my students. ... However, the very thought of trying to
do both simultaneously makes my
head spin.”
Superintendent Don Austin said

that livestreaming should remain
on the table as a potential option
but that he’s not recommending it
right now for the middle and high
schools.
“We’re very much in favor of
continuing with the same distance
approach that we have currently,”
he said. “I feel like there’s anxiety
around something that we’re not
proposing.”
Teachers also criticized the
survey they received as binary,
“biased” and lacking explanation
of specific proposals and the opportunity to provide open-ended
comments.
Palo Alto High School English
teacher David Cohen, speaking
on behalf of the teachers union,
said that sending a survey out to
students and families about the
viability of livestreaming before
it had been fully discussed with
teachers is “like offering restaurant patrons a daily special without checking with the chef about
what’s available.”
Paly parent Deb Whitman
said if teachers are worried that
livestreaming is too big of an ask,
“We should be asking them, ‘What
do you need to make livestreaming
work?’”
The district is moving forward
with a tentative plan that would
continue distance learning as is for
the middle and high schools but
add the option of a hybrid model
that was proposed several months
ago, with two groups of students
alternating coming to campus two

 
  

Visit www.PatBurt.org


             

(continued on page 30)
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Upfront
CITY HALL

Palo Alto nixes plan to ‘muzzle’
commissioners
Council pulls back on proposals to restrict media communications,
remove citizen advisers for any reason
by Gennady Sheyner

F

acing community backlash,
the Palo Alto City Council
reversed course Monday
and nixed contentious proposals that would have restricted the
ability of local commissioners to
talk to the media while giving the
council more power to remove
these volunteers at any time and
for any reason.
The council also pulled back
from its prior plan to reduce the
Parks and Recreation Commission from seven seats to five after
members generally agreed that
the commission’s broad scope
and overwhelming opposition to
the proposed downsizing warrants retaining the status quo.
The council opted to shift
gears after two public hearings
in which residents and numerous commissioners voiced objections to a new handbook that
council members were scheduled
to adopt. The handbook, which
was crafted by Vice Mayor Tom
DuBois and Council member Alison Cormack, seeks to address
inconsistencies in how the various boards function and to better align the commissions’ work
with council directions.
Proposed policies in the new
handbook would require the
council to approve the work plan
of each commission, institute annual ethics training for each member and require commissioners
not to miss more than a third of
meetings, among other changes.

The most controversial proposals, however, had to do with the
removal of commissioners and
limiting their abilities to speak to
the media. While the handbook
did not expressly forbid commissioners from speaking to the
media, it advised members that
“statements to the media should
generally be avoided” and that inquiries should be routed through
the city’s chief communications
officer.
The council agreed to reconsider the proposed media policy,
which several commissioners
suggested infringes on their
First Amendment rights. Council member Greg Tanaka shared
that view and called the proposal
to discourage media responses “a
little bit weird.” If anything, the
city should be encouraging commissioners to do more community outreach, he said.
“I don’t think we want to muzzle our commissioners,” Tanaka
said.
DuBois said the intent of the
policy wasn’t to “muzzle” commissioners but rather to make
sure that when they’re speaking,
they are making it clear that they
are representing themselves and
not the commission or the city.
Commissioners, he said, should
not serve as “opposition” to the
council or a “shadow cabinet.”
While his colleagues agreed
with that objective, they directed
DuBois and Cormack to revise
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the proposed policy and make it
less restrictive.
“I think board and commission members should feel free
to speak with the press,” Mayor
Adrian Fine said. “They should
just be explicit about who they
are representing.”
Several past and present volunteers objected to the proposed
policy for removing commissioners. Former Mayor Pat Burt,
who is also a former Planning
and Transportation Commission
chair, urged the council to “avoid
the politicization of the appointment and removal process.”
While a removal may be appropriate, it should not be arbitrary,
he suggested.
“It should be based upon ethical or legal violations or patterns
of absences or misconduct to
staff or a colleague or the public,
or other things that undermine
the trust of the council or the
commission, but not arbitrary
reasons,” Burt said.
The majority of the council
agreed. Council member Liz
Kniss said she was troubled by
the proposal to allow removal of
commissioners for “no reason,”
as the handbook allowed.
“I can imagine a time when ...
a new council sits down, takes a
look at the planning commission
and says, ‘Two or three people
don’t work for us. Here’s a way
to get rid of them,’ and just votes
them off without reason. I’d

really object to that,” Kniss said.
Fine similarly opposed the new
policy on the removal of commissioners and argued that this
would stifle their independence.
“I really want us to have board
and commission members who
serve independently, who have
different opinions and can push
back and challenge council,”
Fine said. “I think that’s extraordinarily important and I’d be
really, really disappointed if we
allow removal without a reason
or without a hearing.”
The council stopped short,
however, of requiring a public
hearing to remove commissioners. Some members suggested

that removing a commissioner
shouldn’t be a difficult process.
“Does the council have the
power to remove commissioners or not? If it goes to a public
hearing and so forth, maybe the
council doesn’t have that power.
If the council does have that
power, why are you constraining the council to jump through
hoops for it?” Council member
Eric Filseth asked.
The council also generally
agreed that it would like to standardize the recruitment process
so that all commission seats are
filled early in the year and that
(continued on page 34)

Public Agenda
A preview of Palo Alto government meetings next week
CITY COUNCIL ... The council plans to adopt a proposal to expand
access to Foothills Park to nonresidents and to approve a policy for use
of construction cameras at the California Avenue parking garage and at
the new bike bridge over U.S. Highway 101. The virtual meeting will begin
at 6 p.m. on Monday, Nov. 2. Those wishing to participate by Zoom can
do so by dialing 669-900-6833 and using Meeting ID: 362 027 238.
PLANNING AND TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION ... The commission
plans to continue its public hearing on the proposed conditional-use
permit for Castilleja School, which is looking to rebuild its campus at
1310 Bryant St. The meeting will begin at 6 p.m. on Wednesday, Nov.
4. Those wishing to participate by Zoom can do so by dialing 669-9006833 and using Meeting ID: 996 8860 1674.
UTILITIES ADVISORY COMMISSION ... The commission plans to
discuss the Utilities Department’s legislative guidelines, consider a
recommendation on the 2025 Base Resource Power Supply Contract
for the Central Valley project with Western Area Power Administration,
discuss the costs and staffing impacts of electrification and consider the
electric vehicle charger needs assessment. The meeting will begin at 4
p.m. on Wednesday, Nov. 4. Those wishing to participate by Zoom can
do so by dialing 669-900-6833 and using Meeting ID: 996 9129 7246.
ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW BOARD ... The board plans to continue
its review of Castilleja School’s proposal to rebuild its campus at 1310
Bryant St. and to construct an underground garage. Those wishing
to participate by Zoom can do so by dialing 669-900-6833 and using
Meeting ID: 942 5837 0735.

Upfront
COMMUNITY

Former foster youth launches
a new kind of mentorship
Big Homie Project inspires Black teens by connecting them with Black mentors
by Elena Kadvany

F

or recent Palo Alto High
School graduate Makayla
Miller, having someone
with whom she can relate to for
college advice or simply text when
she’s having a bad day has been
vital.
Miller connected with Jazmine
Brown, a clinical psychology doctoral student in San Diego, through
the local nonprofit Big Homie
Project. Both women are Black,
and Miller, a psychology major, is
interested in going into the same
field as Brown. They formed a
bond through weekly video calls,
shared family backgrounds and
conversations about mental health.
“It’s really important for kids
to have role models to look up to
that look like them and are doing
the things they want to do,” Miller
said. “Especially in lower income
communities — having someone
you can talk to, someone you can
relate to ... is really important for
flattening out or minimizing the
achievement gap, getting more
kids into college (and) getting
more Black and brown youth into
positions of power.”
These are among the goals of the
Big Homie Project. Palo Alto resident Jacqueline Diep started the
nonprofit to connect Black teenagers in East Palo Alto with Black
mentors working in careers they’re
interested in pursuing.
Diep sees herself in the teens
she works with. She was a foster
youth who went on to prove the
statistics about foster youth underachieving wrong: She graduated
from college and got her Master of
Business Administration from the
University of Southern California.
She credits much of her success
to mentors who recognized and
supported her at a young age, including a social worker and high
school teacher.
“It’s the opportunity, network
and equity gap,” she said. “If you
don’t provide opportunities for
these kids, they’ll never ever make
it out. I speak so passionately about
it because I was that kid.”
Diep has leveraged her professional and personal networks to
bring in all kinds of Black mentors,
from Stanford University surgeons
and Silicon Valley venture capitalists to professional athletes. (The
nonprofit also works with athletes
to host basketball clinics for youth
in East Palo Alto.) The mentors
check in with their teen mentees
once a week or every other week to
provide career advice and support.
They use their connections to expose the young adults to opportunities in their fields that they might
not otherwise have access to.
Miller is in her freshman year
at Louisiana State University. She
grew up in East Palo Alto and attended Palo Alto Unified schools

through the Voluntary Transfer
Program. The first Big Homie
Project mentor she worked with
was a Stanford surgeon. They
had the same taste in music and
went rock climbing together
pre-coronavirus.
For the last few months, she’s
worked with Brown, a foster youth
who went to a majority white high
school where there was one Black
teacher. Few of Brown’s family
members attended college and she
didn’t grow up in a community
where education was valued. She
eventually went to community college and then transferred to a fouryear college, but struggled with the
economic and familial pressure to

pursue a lucrative field rather than
the one she was passionate about.
“A lot of times, even unintentionally, parents, family members, the
community put people down. Like,
‘A surgeon? You know how expensive that is? You know how smart
you have to be?’” Brown said,
whereas the Big Homie Project is
amplifying the message that “You
can do whatever you want to.”
They talk about which classes
Miller should take, whether she
should join the LSU dance team,
and in recent months, the murder
of George Floyd and the Black
Lives Matter movement. Miller
helped organize a Juneteenth rally
in Palo Alto this summer that was

attended by hundreds of people.
She spoke to the crowd about racism at Palo Alto High School and
the isolation of “being Black in a
school full of white.”
Brown often talks with Miller
about her emotional well-being,
working to loosen the stigma attached to mental health in Black
communities. After Floyd was
killed while in custody of Minneapolis police this summer, sparking protests across the country
and intense debate about race in
the United States — all against
the disruptive backdrop of a global
pandemic — she reminded Miller
that it’s OK to not be OK.
“We talk about how Black girls,
Black kids don’t seek therapy because our parents are like, ‘Deal
with it; suck it up; you’re going to
be fine’... and how anxiety and depression are normal things but we
just don’t define them as that and
our parents don’t define them as
that,” Brown said.
Armani Barnes, who also graduated from Palo Alto High this year,
is a first-generation college student

at Foothill College in Los Altos
Hills. She struck up an informal
mentorship with Diep, who helped
Barnes figure out which classes
she should take, what major she
wanted to pursue and why — questions that others in her life weren’t
asking her.
“I didn’t exactly know what to
do or how to do it,” Barnes said. “I
was already stressing about school,
but I wasn’t verbally talking about
it.”
She said Diep helped alleviate that stress. She’ll frequently
get texts from Diep, checking in
to make sure she signed up for a
class or did something she said she
would.
Another Big Homie Project
mentor is Fernandino Vilson, a
urology resident at Stanford. He’s
been working with a young woman
in Oakland who wants to become
a radiologist, advising her on the
steps she needs to take before applying to medical school. He connected her to a local radiologist
(continued on page 30)
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Philippe Rey honored with
Kiwanis Angel award
Nonprofit director talks about youth mental health
during the pandemic, spike in demand for services
by Elena
hilippe Rey, executive director of nonprofit Adolescent Counseling Services
(ACS), has won the ninth annual
Kiwanis Angel Award for his decades of work supporting youth
mental health in Santa Clara and

P

Kadvany
San Mateo counties.
The Kiwanis Angel Award,
sponsored by the Kiwanis Club
of Palo Alto, honors an individual
who has had a significant, positive
impact on children and youth and
provides a $2,500 contribution to

Re-Elect

Experience • Expertise • Leadership
I am an educator with a Ph.D. in
Education who has been a parent in
the district for over a decade with
almost another decade ahead.
This is a time for experienced leadership, empathy
for students and families, and renewed efforts to
build systems that are rigorous, just, and equitable.
Endorsed by elected officials: US Congressmembers Anna
Eshoo, Ro Khanna • State Senator Jerry Hill • State Assemblymembers Marc Berman, Evan Low • Santa Clara Supervisor Susan Ellenberg • Palo Alto Mayor and Vice-Mayor
Adrian Fine and Tom Dubois • Palo Alto Councilmembers
Alison Cormack, Liz Kniss • PAUSD Trustees Melissa Baten
Caswell, Ken Dauber, Shounak Dharap • Foothill/DeAnza
Community College Board Trustees Patrick Ahrens, Peter
Landsberger, Gilbert Wong • Former Palo Alto Mayors
Peter Drekmeier, Judy Kleinberg, Lanie Wheeler • Former
PAUSD Trustees Heidi Emberling, Terry Godfrey, Julie
Jerome, Barbara Klausner, Cathy Kroymann, Amado
Padilla, Susie Richardson, Dana Tom, Carolyn Tucher

Endorsed by The Weekly:
“... she has focused on the
educational experiences of
students in the classroom
and on addressing
educational equity and
student well-being.”
Endorsed by community leaders: Monica Yeung Arima,
Annie Bedichek, Zack Bodner, Nana & Brian Chancellor,
Baldwin Cheng, Gina Dalma, Amy Darling, Catherine
Crystal & Jon Foster, Sheri Furman, Elizabeth Gardner, Evan
Lurie, Julie Lythcott Haims, Walt Hays, Mary V. Hughes,
Emily Jaquette, Claire Kirner, Nancy Krop, Ginnie Noh,
Elizabeth Olson, Janet Dillon Owen, Robyn Reiss, Diane
Rolfe, Susan & Nate Saal, Christina Schmidt, Allan & Mary
Seid, Laura Stark, Tammy Truher, Randolph Tsien, Lisa Van
Dusen, Sara Woodham, and hundreds more!
jenniferdibrienza.org • FPPC ID #1386351
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the recipient’s organization. It will
bestow the award on Rey in a virtual award reception on Nov. 12.
Rey, a native of Switzerland with
a doctorate in clinical psychology
with a concentration in child and
family therapy, first joined Adolescent Counseling Services in 1998
as director of the Caravan House,
a now-closed group home for teen
girls. He went on to become associate director and has been the
agency’s executive director since
2004.
Adolescent Counseling Services,
located in Redwood City, provides
therapy, specialized support groups
and other mental health resources
to local youth, parents and schools.
(Previously headquartered in Palo
Alto, the nonprofit worked with
Palo Alto Unified for years but
now serves districts in East Palo
Alto and Menlo Park and in other
area schools. All teens regardless of school can access the nonprofits’ services.) The nonprofit
also runs an adolescent substance
abuse treatment program and Outlet, a longtime LGBTQ+ support
program.
The critical mental health needs
among youth was already pronounced before the pandemic: One
out of five individuals ages 10-25
are struggling with a major mental illness, and suicide is the second leading cause of death among
people ages 10-34, according to the
Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention. These numbers have
increased during the pandemic,
Rey said in an interview, with
schools closed and teenagers grappling with isolation and other challenges. ACS has seen an increase
in substance use among teenagers
and a spike in demand for Outlet’s
services.
“Since March we’ve actually seen a deterioration of mental health and an increase in the
struggles, especially with that age
group,” he said.

At the start of shelter-at-home
order, Adolescent Counseling Services immediately switched to a
tele-therapy model to serve teens
remotely, which has brought both
challenges and unexpected benefits. Some teenagers, without the
prompting of someone at school or
a watchful parent, wouldn’t show
up to virtual appointments or group
sessions — particularly in the substance abuse program, where virtual therapy proved
less effective.
The nonprofit
has since brought
those youth and
families back for
in-person treatment. ACS also
started a support Philippe Rey
group for parents
of teenagers who are attending outof-state substance abuse programs.
But telehealth also enabled Adolescent Counseling Services to
vastly expand its reach and to reach
teens in areas without strong mental health services, Rey said. The
nonprofit has seen teenagers from
the Central Valley or as far away as
Alabama and Georgia participating
in Outlet’s LGBTQ+ support services — some from literally inside
their closets, he said.
The nonprofit saw “huge demand” at the start of the pandemic,
particularly because ACS doesn’t
turn away anyone who can’t pay
for services. (The $2,500 Kiwanis
award money will fund services for
low-income families who can’t afford them.)
“There were a lot of families
whose parents had lost their jobs,
therefore losing their insurance.
Their kids still needed to be seen
and supported in therapy,” he said.
He still hears from many parents
that private therapists have long
wait lists.
On the other end of the spectrum, some teens who were bullied
or who struggled at school for some

reason have found respite at home
and have seen their mental health
improve, Rey said.
Adolescent Counseling Services
has set a goal to double the number
of clients it serves annually, from
5,000 youth to 10,000 by 2021.
Internally, Rey said, he’s focused
on supporting staff members, who
are working long, hard days to meet
this unprecedented need. He holds
socially distanced meetings with
staff outside in parks to maintain
some in-person connection (and
combat Zoom fatigue) and sends
gift cards and flowers to employees
on their birthdays. He talks often
about work-life balance and even
warns staff whom he “catches”
sending emails on the weekends
that he’ll change their passwords
if they don’t take a break. He asks
his team to schedule lunch breaks
on their calendars and actually take
them.
“If we put all of our energy and
resources in our work it’s not going to be good in the end,” he said.
“We’re all going to burn out and
crash. Take time for yourself.”
Rey “has a true gift for leadership, compassion, innovation and
collaboration,” Emily O’Connell,
a former Mountain View-Los Altos High School district teacher
and community volunteer, said in
the Kiwanis award announcement.
“He has chosen to focus his commitment on a disturbingly underserved population, a largely voiceless and vulnerable demographic:
adolescents (teens, tweens, and
young adults) in Santa Clara and
San Mateo Counties.”
The virtual award reception will
be held on Nov. 12 from 5-6:30
p.m. via Zoom. Attendance is free,
although a donation to support the
work of the Kiwanis is requested.
Register for the event at kiwanisangelaward.org/registration. Q
Staff Writer Elena Kadvany
can be emailed at ekadvany@
paweekly.com.

I belong to Avenidas Village...
...for the social connections!
• Sheltering in place made it a lot
harder for me to connect with
friends the way I used to.
• Avenidas Village helped me learn
Zoom to join social activities like
happy hours and conversation
groups. We even have some
in-person, safely distanced
gatherings such as lunch in the
park and walking group!
• The Village community helps
me feel like I am not alone.

Call Avenidas Village at
(650) 289-5405 to learn
how we can help you keep
connected!

www.avenidasvillage.org
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Employment
The Palo Alto Weekly offers
advertising for Employment, as well as
Home and Business Services.
If you wish to learn more about
these advertising options,
please call 650.223.6582 or email
digitalads@paweekly.com.

Suzanne Elizabeth Williams
January 6, 1926 – October 11, 2020

Suzanne lived a loving and
giving life. To love and to give,
to build community, and to
encourage was her joy. She was
born to a loving home in Chicago
in 1926. She was raised in a
modest one room apartment on
the South Side and never knew
she came from modest means.
They were happy. She loved
her four years of college at The
University of Dubuque where she
became senior class president.
Happy, hardworking years. She
attended the annual reunions for many years. After living
in Detroit for her first job, marrying and delivering her two
children, Suzanne and family moved to Palo Alto in 1961.
Suzanne was the Founding Director of First Congregational
Nursery in 1961. This nursery continues successfully today and
many of the local children have benefited from the program
that Suzanne initiated. In 1966 Suzanne started her career as a
Kindergarten teacher for the Palo Alto Unified School District.
Many children and families will remember Mrs. Korecky at
Hoover, Palo Verde, and Walter Hays. Her name changed
towards the end of her 20-year tenure so during her final years
at Walter Hays, she was called Mrs. Williams. It seems every
child remembers the name of their Kindergarten teacher and
many in Palo Alto remembered Suzanne. Everywhere she went,
adults would approach her to remind her that they had been her
student. It was a constant reminder of a joyous professional time.
Suzanne was the ringleader for many social and community
efforts. She participated actively in the organization and
administration of the First United Methodist Church of Palo
Alto. She created wonderful neighborhood events on Stone
Lane where her family home is. Any event she planned included
an “ice-breaker” to get people talking and interacting. She
loved people and loved to help people connect, to understand
themselves, and to participate with others. On Holidays she was
always challenged to find those people who were alone; those
who would appreciate being brought to the table of a fun party.
She was a helper, a person who gave of herself with wit and charm
and tried to contribute to every situation she found herself in.
Suzanne passed peacefully at home on Stone Lane in the early
hours of October 11, 2020.
Suzanne had a great love of life, her family, and her
community. She is survived by her son, Kevin Korecky, her
daughter, Kathleen Korecky Sedehi, six grandchildren and six
great-grandchildren.
A celebration of Suzanne’s life will be planned when it is safe
to gather in person. Donations in her name may be made to
the Scholarship Fund at The University of Dubuque. Suzanne
herself gave to this fund every year of her life starting with the
year she graduated in 1948. Any contributions will be received
with much appreciation. University of Dubuque, Office of
Advancement, 2000 University Avenue, Dubuque, IA 52001 or
online at www.dbq.edu/invest (please note Suzanne Williams
Memorial).
PAID

OBITUARY
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Pulse
POLICE CALLS
Palo Alto
Oct. 22-Oct. 27
Violence related . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0
Middlefield Road, 8/2, 6:48 p.m.; sexual
assault.
Emerson Street, 8/6, 2:15 p.m.; sexual
assault attempt/rape.
Welch Road, 9/9, 5 p.m.; sex crime.
Edgewood Drive, 9/29, 3:24 p.m.; child
abuse/physical.
Park Boulevard, 10/5, 1:30 p.m.; child
abuse/physical.
Josina Avenue, 10/19, 3:43 p.m.; arson.
Hamilton Avenue, 10/21, 1:03 p.m.;
domestic violence/battery.
Bryant Street, 10/21, 4:25 p.m.; family
violence/battery.
Emerson Street, 10/21, 5:15 p.m.;
battery/peace officer.
Matadero Avenue, 10/22, 3:52 p.m.;
domestic violence/battery.
Wilkie Way, 10/22, 8:20 p.m.; domestic
violence/battery.
Bryant Street, 10/23, 8:47 a.m.; arson.
University Avenue, 10/24, 8:53 p.m.;
battery/simple.
Theft related
Commercial burglaries . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Fraud . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Grand theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4
Identity theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Petty theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1

Residential burglaries . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
Residential burglary attempt . . . . . . . . 1
Shoplifting . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Vehicle related
Bicycle theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Driving w/ suspended license . . . . . . . 2
Hit and run . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Parking/driving violation . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Theft from auto . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10
Theft from auto attempt . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Vehicle accident/minor injury . . . . . . . . 2
Vehicle tow . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Alcohol or drug related
Driving under influence . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Drunk in public . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
Miscellaneous
Found property. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Lost property . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
1
Missing person . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Other/misc. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7
Psychiatric subject . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Trespassing . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Vandalism . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Warrant/other agency . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1

Menlo Park
Oct. 21-Oct. 26
Violence related . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0
Theft related
Burglary . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Commercial burglaries . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Fraud . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
Grand theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Petty theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Residential burglaries . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Shoplifting . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Vehicle related
Bicycle theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Driving w/ suspended license . . . . . . . 1

Parking/driving violation . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Theft from auto attempt . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Vehicle accident/minor injury . . . . . . . . 2
Vehicle accident/no injury . . . . . . . . . . 2
Alcohol or drug related
Driving under influence . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Possession of drugs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1

OBITUARIES
A list of local residents who
died recently:
Randy Bean, 72, broadcast
journalist and former resident
of Palo Alto, died on Sept. 17.
Mary Lee Blackburn, 87,
a former staff member of the
Palo Alto Unified School District and member of the Palo
Alto Police Deparment’s Burglary Suppression Team, died
on Oct. 7. Suzanne Elizabeth
Williams, 94, founding director of First Congregational
Nursery and kindergarten
teacher for the Palo Alto Unified School District, died on
Oct. 11.
To read full obituaries,
leave remembrances and post
photos, go to Lasting Memories at PaloAltoOnline.com/
obituaries. Q

A Better Health Care Experience Awaits
with a Medicare Advantage plan from Stanford Health Care Advantage (HMO)

Learn More at a Free Online Seminar!
You will learn:
• The Medicare basics you need, including information about
eligibility and enrollment dates
• A breakdown of the pros and cons of your options such as
Original Medicare, Medicare supplements, and Medicare
Advantage plans
• Ways to save money on your medical and prescription
drug costs

• How to get coverage over and above what Original
Medicare provides
• Details about Stanford Health Care Advantage plans available
in your community
• How Stanford Health Care Advantage plans give you access
to Stanford Medicine and Sutter Health-affiliated doctors,
specialists, and hospitals

For a complete list of webinars, visit StanfordMA.com and click Attend a Seminar.
Call 1-855-200-9227 (TTY: 711) from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m., seven days a week.*
Webinar
Sat., Oct. 31 | 10 a.m.

Webinar
Mon., Nov. 2 | 10 a.m. & 2 p.m.

Webinar
Tues., Nov. 3 | 10 a.m. & 2 p.m.

Webinar
Wed., Nov. 4 | 10 a.m. & 2 p.m.

Webinar
Thurs., Nov. 5 | 10 a.m. & 2 p.m.

Webinar
Fri., Nov. 6 | 10 a.m.

For accommodations of persons with special needs at meetings call 1-855-200-9227 or, for TTY users, 711. *You may reach a messaging service on
weekends from April 1 through Sept. 30 and holidays. Please leave a message, and your call will be returned the next business day. Stanford Health Care
Advantage is an HMO plan with a Medicare contract. Enrollment in Stanford Health Care Advantage depends on contract renewal. Stanford Health Care
Advantage complies with applicable Federal civil rights laws and does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, or sex.
H2986_21-051_C

PAW_10.30

The ﬁrst step in planning your weekend starts here

Your weekly
email with tips
and insights
about hot events
and cool activities

EAT

SEE

PLAY

• Music
• Eating out
• Movies
• Fun and free
• Art exhibits
• Theater
• Lectures
and learning

SIGN UP AT

PaloAltoOnline.com/express/weekend
Presented by
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Editorial
Our election
recommendations
by the Weekly editorial board

W

e are reprinting our editorial endorsements below for
readers who may have missed them in prior weeks.
For full explanations of the positions taken on local
candidates and issues, go to PaloAltoOnline.com/news/section/
editorials.
Voters who are still researching measures and candidates prior
to casting their ballots can also find helpful articles all gathered
in our Election Guide on PaloAltoOnline.com (search for “Election Guide 2020”).

U.S. Congress
Anna Eshoo (D)(inc)

State Senate
Josh Becker (D)

State Assembly
Marc Berman (D)(inc)

County Board of Education
Melissa Baten Caswell

Foothill-DeAnza College District Board
Peter Landsberger (inc)
Laura Casas (inc)
Gilbert Wong (inc)

Palo Alto City Council
Pat Burt
Ed Lauing
Greer Stone
Lydia Kou (inc)

Palo Alto Unified School District Board
Jennifer DiBrienza (inc)
Todd Collins (inc)
Jesse Ladomirak

Spectrum
Editorials, letters and opinions

Letters
Everyone needs to
‘lean in’
Editor,
I wanted to take this opportunity to thank the many of you
who have expressed your concern for me and my family over
the last two weeks, as well as
the Avenidas staff and board for
their support during an intense
but very private time of crisis for
my family. I would also like to
shed light on the fact that working mothers — especially those
in leadership positions — are at
unprecedented risk of experiencing a pandemic-sized motherhood penalty during this challenging time.
Work, school and child care
are all happening under one roof
for most families right now, and
this new struggle faced by working mothers is very real. I can’t
tell you the number of times over
the past few months where I’ve
been on critical calls with board
members, donors and key community partners, and my kids
have been crying (literally) in

the background because they got
booted off their Zoom classes
for school again. Then there are
the days when they finish their
schoolwork by 9:30 a.m. and are
fighting for my attention over
the next seven-plus hours. I desperately want to be available to
my children, but I also feel the
need to constantly be “on” and
ready to respond to the latest
call or crisis, especially as my

organization works double-time
to ensure that 21,000-plus older
adults in our service region are
supported during this pandemic.
The recent 2020 Women in the
Workplace Report by LeanIn.
org and McKinsey & Company
surveyed 300 American companies and 40,000 employees in
professional jobs from the entry
(continued on page 17)

WHAT DO YOU THINK?
The Palo Alto Weekly encourages comments on our coverage
or on issues of local interest.

Should the city shift some
responsibilities away from
armed police officers?
Submit letters to the editor of up to 300 words to letters@paweekly.com.
Submit guest opinions of 1,000 words to editor@paweekly.com. Include your
name, address and daytime phone number so we can reach you.
We reserve the right to edit contributions for length, objectionable content,
libel and factual errors known to us. Anonymous letters will generally not be
accepted. Submitting a letter to the editor or guest opinion constitutes a granting
of permission to the Palo Alto Weekly and Embarcadero Media to also publish it
online, including in our online archives and as a post on Town Square.
For more information, contact Editorial Assistant Lloyd Lee at llee@paweekly.
com or 650-223-6526 or Editor Jocelyn Dong at editor@paweekly.com.

Local and state ballot measures
Measure O - Yes
Palo Alto Unified School District Parcel Tax (requires twothirds vote)

Measure S - No
Santa Clara Valley Water District Parcel Tax (requires twothirds vote)

Measure RR - Yes
Caltrain Sales Tax Measure (requires two-thirds vote)

State propositions
Prop. 14 - No

Stem cell bonds

Prop. 15 - Yes

Commercial property tax split roll

Prop. 16 - Yes

Affirmative action

Prop. 17 - Yes

Parolees’ right to vote

Prop. 18 - Yes

17-year old vote in primaries

Prop. 19 - Yes

Transfer of tax base

Prop. 20 - No
Prop. 21 - Yes

Criminal justice reform rollbacks
Rent control at local level

Prop. 22 - No

Gig workers as independent contractors

Prop. 23 - No

Dialysis clinic requirements

Prop. 24 - Yes

Data privacy

Prop. 25 - Yes

Cash bail referendum
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This week on Town Square
Town Square is an online discussion forum at PaloAltoOnline.com/square
In response to ‘Plummeting
revenues threaten planned
public safety building’
Posted Oct. 20 at 11:39 a.m. by Carol
Scott, a resident of Evergreen Park:
“The residents of Evergreen Park and the
local businesses argued their case of public
financing of the new garage near California
Avenue for a reason — to provide adequate
parking for the local business community
and their patrons and to get the commercial,
all-day parking of employees out of the residential neighborhood. Now you want to give
it back to developers? No way. We want the
city to have control over the garage so that it
can be used for the benefit of everyone — not
a special interest group. The city has already
taken out many parking spaces on California
Avenue and surrounding lots to support the
Summer Streets program. The public and
these local businesses need the parking — it
should not be a freebie for developers who
do not want to hurt their profits by including parking in their projects. Traffic and
commercial employees will be back — and
they will need to park somewhere. If they
don’t park in the garage, they will park in
my neighborhood. Can’t anyone see beyond
the next 30 days?
Second, I find it astonishing that Alison
Cormack and Liz Kniss are now questioning

the spending of funds on public infrastructure. They were the primary council members arguing for spending on public projects
— like the bike bridge, like public art, etc.
— and not on public services in the previous
budget discussions. Now, they very disingenuously say we shouldn’t be building large
structures. The Public Safety building is a
public safety issue and has been needed for
years. These people are for their projects, but
not for other people’s projects. They don’t
even acknowledge their part in prior budget
discussions.”

In response to ‘Facing a
lawsuit, Palo Alto plans to
permanently expand Foothills
Park access’
Posted Oct. 22 at 7:09 p.m. by Roland Luo,
a resident of Green Acres:
“In order to access Foothills Park, checking (driver’s license) and paying a nonresident entrance fee should still be required.
This is to protect those in the park and pay
for park ranger protection and park maintenance. Palo Alto residents don’t need to pay
since we’ve already been pay taxes since day
one to purchase and maintain such a wonderful place.”

Check out Town Square!
Hundreds of local topics are being discussed by local residents
on Town Square, a reader forum sponsored by the Weekly at
PaloAltoOnline.com/square. Post your own comments, ask questions
or just stay up on what people are talking about around town!

Guest Opinion

A place to call home: Vote ‘yes’ on Measure V
by Ofelia Bello

A

Letters
(continued from page 16)

level to the C-suite. It found that
not only are mothers doing way
more at home than fathers during the pandemic, but mothers
are also more than twice as likely as fathers to worry that their
performance is being judged
negatively because of their caregiving responsibilities.
So, I ask that people have a little more empathy/sympathy and
compassion for working women/
mothers during this time. I’ve
been deeply touched by the
outpouring of support from local friends and colleagues. I’m
taking some time off to recharge
my batteries, but I’m still leaning
in — to work, to my family, to
my community and to health. We
can’t get through this pandemic
alone: We all need to lean in to
each other as community members to survive these next several
months.
Amy Andonian
President & CEO, Avenidas

Photo by Vivian Cromwell

fter experiencing
homelessness three times
in the several
years prior, Leonora Martinez
purchased a house
from East Palo
Alto’s PAHALI
Community Land
Trust (“Preserving Affordable Housing Assets Longterm,
Inc.”) in 2011. Martinez, her husband and
their six children finally had a place they
could confidently call home.
In the years after she purchased the
home, Martinez and her family have experienced their fair share of turbulent
times. First, Martinez lost her husband to
an unexpected illness. Later, her teenage
son was involved in a serious bike accident, requiring Martinez to become his
full-time caregiver.
While these devastating events might
have flung the family into turmoil and resulted in displacement and homelessness,
the home they’d purchased from PAHALI
Community Land Trust provided them
with a sense of stability and a place of
refuge during those difficult times.
The community land trust model employed by PAHALI — which means the
trust owns the land while the family
owns the actual structure — has kept
their home affordable even as so much
else has changed for the Martinez family. And Measure V can help create more
affordable housing opportunities for

families like the Martinez family.
Measure V is a modest 2% increase
on East Palo Alto’s transient occupancy
tax (“TOT”), which is currently 12% and
has not been raised since it was passed
in 1998. The tax is paid by out-of-town
guests staying in East Palo Alto hotels
and short-term rentals of 30 days or less.
The city estimates that, if passed, Measure V would raise nearly $400,000 a
year dedicated specifically to affordable
housing acquisition, redevelopment and
rehabilitation. In this new era of economic uncertainty wrought by the COVID-19
pandemic, Measure V can help provide
security for vulnerable community members who are concerned about their homes
and their place in East Palo Alto.
East Palo Alto is no stranger to the potentially devastating effects of economic
pressure. During the Great Recession,
many East Palo Alto residents were dispossessed of the largest source of their wealth
— their homes — via foreclosure and
were forced out of the community. East
Palo Alto lost longtime families and small
businesses, destabilizing the community.
In 2009, 419 homes were lost in East Palo
Alto due to foreclosures, and another 434
were lost between 2012 and 2017.
In years following the Great Recession,
the second-wave tech boom has fueled
cut-throat speculation, intensifying pressure on the local housing market. As a
result, we have seen rising rents, accelerating gentrification and further mass
displacement of longtime residents. Between 2011 and 2016, the average rent for
a two-bedroom apartment increased 60%

countywide. In this context, 324 eviction
notices for non-payment of rent were issued in East Palo Alto in a two-year period from 2012 to 2014.
Over the past year at several community meetings and study sessions, the City
Council carefully considered this ordinance and how the revenue from Measure
V should be spent. The members landed
on affordable housing acquisition, redevelopment and rehabilitation because
there are countless benefits associated
with the preservation of housing.
Several recent reports, including Enterprise’s “Preserving Affordability,
Preventing Displacement,” and Karen
Chapple and Y-PLAN’s “Investment and
Disinvestment as Neighbors: A Study of
Baseline Housing Conditions in the Bay
Area Peninsula,” have noted both individual and community benefits of acquisition and rehabilitation of older, lowercost homes (including single-family and
multifamily units).
For our community at-large, housing
preservation advances racial and economic equity, increases civic engagement
and investment, and contributes to permanent affordability and community stabilization. For individuals and families,
preserving affordable housing increases
emotional and physical well-being, bolsters autonomy and empowerment, and
stabilizes the familial unit.
These studies and others also have
touted the importance of collaboration between city governments, local community
land trusts and nonprofit developers as a
vital component of affordable housing

preservation. In East Palo Alto, PAHALI
Community Land Trust, of which I serve
as the volunteer chair, is an existing community resource with the knowledge and
experience necessary to support the work
of housing acquisition and rehabilitation.
PAHALI Community Land Trust already works closely with the city, and
other key stakeholders like EPACANDO,
Community Legal Services in East Palo
Alto and Youth United for Community
Action. These entities formally collaborate as part of the Partnership for the
Bay’s Future, a regional collaborative effort to produce and preserve affordable
housing for residents of all races and
backgrounds and support protections for
renters across the Bay Area. The revenue
from Measure V will serve to boost PAHALI capacity to rapidly execute acquisition/rehab projects, with support from the
city and Partnership for the Bay’s Future.
Measure V revenues will help tenants
to purchase, with assistance from the city
and local nonprofits, the house or apartment building about to be sold out from
under them. Ultimately, Measure V will
help build our community’s capacity to
undertake affordable housing acquisition/rehab projects and to preserve our
families’ lower-cost homes. Vote “yes” on
Measure V on Nov. 3 because everyone
deserves a place to call home. For more
information, go to EPAforV.com. Q
Ofelia Bello is the executive director
of Youth United for Community Action
and the chair of PAHALI Community
Land Trust. She can be emailed at
ofeliabello@youthunited.net.

Housing density
Editor,
We live in a semi-arid climate
where water conservation should
be mandatory even during wet
years. Yet the Association of Bay
Area Government’s housing figures don’t appear to have factored
in the prospect of ever-increasing
droughts. The extreme effects we
endured during previous dry spells
will be overshadowed by even longer and more severe ones as predicted by climatologists. Our very
survival is linked to water and yet
the Association of Bay Area Government continues to encourage
more population density.
In addition, the pandemic has
already resulted in a reduced
jobs-to-housing ratio in Palo
Alto, and these new work habits
could remain permanent for many
workers. As a result, the agency’s
housing quotas are most certainly
based on outdated data and the
city should refuse to comply until
its rationale for increased density
is fully addressed.
Irv Brenner
Byron Street, Palo Alto
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Real Estate

Pandemic fuels buying frenzy
in luxury market
Page 6

Local housing market
surpasses pre-pandemic
benchmark
page 21

What can you buy
on the Midpeninsula for
$3M, $8M and $10M?
page 31
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Navigate this uncertain market with experience, education and skill.
Elaine Berlin White is a Bay Area native who has been selling real estate for 26 years and previously
practiced law for 16 years. Elaine can help with all of your real estate needs, including:

RELOCATION
Menlo Park

Sunnyvale

San Francisco

Menlo Park

CHANGING HOUSING NEEDS
(including second homes outside the Bay Area)
Pine Mountain Lake

Carmel Valley
Coming soon!

ELAINE BERLIN WHITE
Top 1% of Coldwell Banker Agents Worldwide
Broker Associate, Attorney at Law

ewhite@cbnorcal.com • www.elainewhite.com
650.566.5323 • 650.465.4663 cell
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List Price $28,900,000
Just Closed | Off-Market in West Atherton
A rare 2-acre compound that featured a
lovely main estate home, a full one bedroom
one bathroom Guest House, an additional
one bedroom one bathroom Pool House with
full kitchen, a 1,000 sq. ft. dining pavilion with
sparkling lap pool and vast park-like lawns
and gardens.

1100 Cañada Road, Woodside
4 BD

4.5 BA

4,250 SF 3+ Acres

$8,750,000
Central Woodside 3-acre estate! Walking
distance to downtown and Woodside Elem.
tW_MBMoOBaOpsBsOdbsVOøBsBKoOpdo
move right into the 5-bdrm home. Stable,
turnouts, riding ring and sparkling pool.

340 Kings Mountain Rd, Woodside
3 BD

2.5 BA

2,480 SF

3+ Acres

$4,998,000
Amazing western hills views from this great
3-acre property! Main house, guest house and
“Vintner’s cottage” can all be rebuilt plus 500
sq ft ADU to each structure.
îÖ dboazWsV2dzbï

Sean Foley
650.207.6005
sean.foley@compass.com
DRE 00870112
Compass is the brand name used for services provided by one or more of the Compass group of subsidiary companies. Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Numbers 01079009 and 01272467.
__aBsOoWB_loOpObsOMVOoOWbWpWbsObMOMTdoWbTdoaBsWdbB_ltoldpOpdb_|BbMWpKdalW_OMTodapdtoKOpMOOaOMoO_WBJ_OJtsVBpbdsJOObyOoWOMà VBbUOpWbloWKOÛKdbMWsWdbÛpB_OdozWsVMoBzB_aB|JOaBMOzWsVdtsbdsWKOà!dpsBsOaObsWpaBMOBpsdBKKtoBK|dTBb|MOpKoWlsWdbà
All measurements and square footage are approximate.

The Almanac | Palo Alto Weekly • Page 3

Woodside Retreat with Uninterrupted Western Hill Views

489 W Maple Way | Woodside | Offered at $5,250,000 | www.489WMapleWay.com

HOME: 4 bedrooms & 3.5 baths; the perfect private spa to ride out
the pandemic
• llod{WaBsO_|ÛpntBoOTOOsdT_WyWbUplBKOzWsVoOKObs_|BMMOM
second story
• _BppWK/lBbWpV WppWdb.OyWyB_ps|_OÛoOKObs_|tlUoBMOMzWsVMOpWUbOosdtKVOp
– Expanded high-ceilinged family room & kitchen with Western Hill views
÷ 3lMBsOM^WsKVObzWsVUoBbWsOKdtbsOopÛsdlødTøsVOø_WbOBll_WBbKOpÛ
pull-out pantry
– 2VoOO_BoUOtlpsBWopJOModdapÛWbK_tMWbU BpsOo/tWsOzWsVpstbbWbUyWOzp
÷ dzbpsBWopJOModdaKdbUtoOMsdMdtJ_OBpVdaOdTKO
÷ #B^VBoMzddMddopÛbOzKBolOsWbUœoOKObs_|BMMOM/dbdpp|psOa

PROPERTY: Approximately 1.1 acres located in less-traveled pocket of Emerald Hills
• Sweeping views of Western Hills & adjacent open space; stunning sunsets
• .OKObs_|BMMOMpd_BoøVOBsOMptbb|ldd_ÛdtsMddopVdzOoœpVBMOMKBJBbBBoOB
• Pergola-covered outdoor entertainment area with built-in kitchen & BBQ
• BoUOÛBsoOBoTObKOMl_B|WbUO_MzWsVbOBoJ|Tt__|WooWUBsOMUBoMObp
• 200-vine Bordeaux-blend vineyard; detached infrared sauna & workout studio
Attached 2-car garagezWsVO_OKsoWKKBoKVBoUOoÛMdtJ_Ozdo^pWb^ÛJtW_søWb
psdoBUOÛoOToWUOoBsdo
Easy drivesdBKK_BWaOM9ddMpWMO/KVdd_îloOøsdsVïÛ2dzb ObsOopVdlpœ
restaurants

Thinking of selling your home? Let The Miller Team help you.

HELEN & BRAD MILLER
Among Top Teams in SF Bay Area
(per The Wall Street Journal rankings)

www.HelenAndBradHomes.com

650.400.3426 | 650.400.1317
helen.miller@compass.com
brad.miller@compass.com
License # 01142061 | License # 00917768

Compass is the brand name used for services provided by one or more of the Compass group of subsidiary companies. Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License
!taJOoà__aBsOoWB_loOpObsOMVOoOWbWpWbsObMOMTdoWbTdoaBsWdbB_ltoldpOpdb_|BbMWpKdalW_OMTodapdtoKOpMOOaOMoO_WBJ_OJtsVBpbdsJOObyOoWOMà VBbUOpWbloWKOÛKdbMWsWdbÛpB_OdozWsVMoBzB_aB|JOaBMOzWsVdtsbdsWKOà
No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footage are approximate.
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There’s no place like…

H ME

OMWKBsOMsdsVObOpsoOB_OpsBsO
representation in Atherton,

Menlo Park, Palo Alto & surrounding cities

#1

Individual Compass Realtor, California

#7

Individual Agent in the USA

Delivering exceptional results
Data-driven analytics
Legendary level of trust
Exceeding expectations

Judy Citron
650.400.8424
judy@judycitron.com
judycitron.com
DRE 01825569
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Pandemic fuels
buying frenzy in
luxury market

As home buyers seek bigger properties,
mega-homes see multiple bids, record sales
BY DAVID GOLL
Page 6 • The Almanac | Palo Alto Weekly

Fall Real Estate

Above and on facing page: Local Realtors said multiple offers on the priciest properties are not uncommon this year, with sales of
multi-million-dollar homes reaching record levels in some neighborhoods in Woodside, Los Altos Hills and Atherton, where larger
lots provide more privacy, living space and room for shelter-in-place amenities similar to the properties shown on these two pages,
which are not currently for sale. Photo on facing page courtesy Michael Repka.
“There are a number of factors here
fueling this market,” said Hugh Cornish,
Menlo Park-based Realtor for Coldwell
Banker Real Estate. “The NASDAQ is at
an all-time high, which is related to Silicon
Valley and the high-tech industry. We also
have a strong IPO (Initial Public Offering)
market. It has generated a lot of money in
this area.”
Affluent buyers, some of whom are fleeing dense urban environments like San
Francisco during these socially distancing
times, view top-flight Midpeninsula properties as “an excellent diversity play” for
their financial portfolios, Cornish said.
Not to mention a nice place in which to
live and work.
“There is a big migration from San
Francisco to the Midpeninsula by young
people working for tech companies like
Google who went up there 10 years ago
for the city living experience,” he said.
“They have kids now and are moving here
for the schools and for more space in the
pandemic era.”
Palo Alto, which has comparatively
smaller lots than surrounding high-demand rural areas, still enjoyed brisk homeselling activity this past summer. In July,
47 transactions occurred compared to 27 in
July 2019, according to Michael Dreyfus,
a Palo Alto-based Silicon Valley President
for Sotheby’s International Realty. Dreyfus

had his own $22.5 million deal this year
for a home on a six-acre parcel of land in
Woodside.
“There has been a big run this year in
Woodside,” Dreyfus said.
He noted the “home as a resort” trend
also powering the pricey home market in
2020. Swimming pools have become highly prized by prospective buyers, as have
tennis courts, basketball courts and space
for home gyms that can provide exercise
options in lieu of the restricted operations
of local gyms and health clubs.
Having space that can accommodate
massage, and even more elaborate spa services, has also become a huge selling point
for properties.
“All of these elements of exercise and entertainment are very important when you
think of your house as a resort, of sorts,”
Dreyfus said.
“Home now is the center for work,
school and play,” said Kelly Griggs, branch
manager in Coldwell Banker’s Palo Alto
office. She said her office has struck deals
during recent months in the $20-million
range. “Having space and facilities capable
of accommodating a personal trainer is important to some of our buyers.”
Buyers have had more properties to
consider in recent months. Sotheby’s
Dreyfus said more sellers decided to
jump into the market during summer

and early fall after many on the Midpeninsula sat tight last spring amid the uncertainty of the market at the start of the
pandemic. Some inventory has opened
up as older, long-time homeowners, in
particular, have decided to cash in on
their equity and leave the Bay Area behind, he said, heading to Lake Tahoe and
other less-expensive parts of California,
as well as neighboring states.
Though buyers in this lofty residential
strata are mostly from the Bay Area, it’s
drawing from other parts of the U.S., and
overseas, as well.
Dreyfus said he has worked with buyers
from other large cities around the country, including Los Angeles and New York.
And while affluent Asian buyers make up
a smaller percentage of prospective buyers
of Midpeninsula real estate in 2020 than
a few years ago, there are no shortage of
potential buyers from both Hong Kong and
mainland China seeking local residences,
Cornish said. Q
Contributing writer David Goll can be
emailed at david.w.goll@gmail.com.
About the cover:
Luxury homes like this one, which is no longer
on the market, have seen an uptick in sales
since May, especially in more rural, low-density
communities such as Woodside, Portola Valley
and Los Altos Hills. Courtesy Michael Dreyfus.

Courtesy The Dreyfus Group

Courtesy Rex

Weekly file photo

S

ome of the same tribulations that
have made 2020 a seemingly endless ordeal have caused a boom
in the Midpeninsula’s high-end housing
market.
Sprawling, spacious abodes — valued
anywhere from $8 million to $40 million
— with plenty of property and amenities
are providing welcome refuge for buyers
looking to escape a world buffeted by a
global pandemic, economic uncertainty,
social unrest and political tumult.
Local Realtors said multiple offers on
the priciest properties are not uncommon
this year, with sales of multi-million-dollar
homes reaching “record levels” in some of
the region’s most affluent neighborhoods.
The number of high-end luxury homes
that sold in the cities of Palo Alto, Los Altos, Los Altos Hills, Menlo Park, Atherton, Portola Valley and Woodside was
higher during both June and July than in
any month dating back to August 2018,
according to Compass Real Estate. More
than 60 homes sold for above $5 million
during those two months.
Some of the highest-priced sales since
the shutdown in mid-March, according
to monthly sales transactions provided
by California REsource, include a home
in Old Palo Alto that sold for $39.9 million; three homes in Atherton that sold
for $36.75 million, $23 million and $20
million respectively; a home in Woodside
that sold for $22.5 million; and a Los Altos
Hills home that sold for $13.5 million.
“The high-end market this year has been
fueled by our shelter-in-place orders,” said
Michael Repka, CEO, managing broker
and general counsel for Palo Alto-based
DeLeon Realty. “When we are sheltering, we tend to more readily notice things
about our home environments. Since we
are living, working, educating and playing at home these days, people are looking
for bigger and nicer places to spend their
time.”
And buyers aren’t looking just anywhere.
Cities, towns and neighborhoods that had
fallen a bit out of favor in recent years —
as the majority of homebuyers put a priority on walkability, nearby urban amenities
and shorter commutes — have become
in vogue again. Sales of homes in more
rural, low-density communities such as
Woodside, Portola Valley and Los Altos
Hills began to heat up when the pandemicinduced industry shutdown of last spring
started loosening up in May. Some of those
properties had sat on the market for a year
or two before being snapped up this year
by space-hungry buyers.
In addition, new speculative home construction on smaller lots in Atherton and
Menlo Park is also attracting a great deal
of interest.

Sprawling, spacious homes with sports courts, home theaters, spas and plenty of outdoor space are providing welcome refuge for buyers looking to escape a world buffeted by
a global pandemic, according to local real estate experts.
The Almanac | Palo Alto Weekly • Page 7

Erika Demma – #1 Agent in Woodside
per Wall Street Journal Real Trends, 2020

FOR SALE

$5,795,000 | Woodside
130Summerhill.com

FOR SALE

$3,595,000 | Menlo Park
985Lassen.com

FOR SALE

$4,250,000 | Woodside
355OldLaHonda.com

“ We highly recommend
Erika for local real estate
transactions. She has a
long and deep knowledge
of the area and is closely
FOR SALE

$4,395,000 | Portola Valley
460Cervantes.com

FOR SALE

$3,995,000 | Woodside
148Bardet.com

tied to the community. Her
understanding of a client’s
needs and best course of

**

Erika’s 2020 Year-to-Date Sales
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action is top-notch! ”
– H. & A. G.

R E A L E S TAT E S E R V I C E S

OVER $ 1 BILLION /#
ß!2û9## / 
ß!2#!9 
lOo Wall Street Journal .OB_2oObMpÛ

650.740.2970 .ß
erika@OoW^BMOaaBàKda
OoW^BMOaaBàKda

Boutique Customized Service with Strong Local and Global Presence

Looking for a new home?

Look no further!

World-Class Equestrian and Vineyard Estate on Rare 7.5 Acres
60 VALLEY COURT | ATHERTON* | $10,888,000 | 60VALLEY.COM

Rare west Atherton equestrian and
vineyard estate on approximately 7.5 acres

Approximately 11,595 total square feet

5 bedrooms and 4.5 baths, including
a 1-bedroom, 1-bath au pair unit in the
main house

Main house features formal living and dining
rooms both with ﬁreplace, ofﬁce, commercialstyle kitchen, family room, wine cellar and
attached 3-car garage

Private two-story 1-bedroom, 1-bath
guest house

Guest house with living/dining room, kitchen,
bedroom, and bath; lower-level 3-car garage

6-stall barn with tack room, upstairs home
gym, recreation room, wine cellar, home
theatre, and large workshop/ofﬁce
Resort-inspired recreation complex with
inﬁnity-edge pool, bar, linear gas ﬁre pit,
large heated pavilion with media, and outdoor
kitchen
Excellent Las Lomitas schools

*Mailing address is in Atherton; per county records, property resides in Town of Woodside

& A S S O C I AT E S

For a private showing of this extraordinary property, please contact:

HughCornish.com

HUGH CORNISH

STEPHANIE ELKINS
VAN LINGE

Ranked #1 Agent in SF Bay Area

650.619.6461

650.400.2933

Coldwell Banker, 2019

hcornish@cbnorcal.com

stephanie.elkins@cbnorcal.com

Ranked #30 Agent in the U.S.

CalRE#00912143

CalRE#00897565

The Wall Street Journal, 2020

Over $2.5 Billion in Sales

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

The property information herein is derived from various sources that may include, but not be limited to, county records and the Multiple Listing Service, and it may include approximations. Although the information is believed to be accurate, it is not warranted and you should not
rely upon it without personal veriﬁcation. Real estate agents afﬁliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor agents and are not employees of the Company. ©2020 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker
Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. Owned by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker Logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. CalRE #01908304.
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PREMIER OLD PALO ALTO LOCATION
Waverley at Santa Rita
Best Engineering,
Construction
and Technology
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Designed 2005-2006 by
Monty Anderson
cawarchitects.com (Palo Alto)
Built 2006-2008 by
2ndgenerationdevelopment.com
Landscape by Notable Gardens
(Palo Alto & Novato)
On prestigious Gamble Garden
Tour 2013
Serene backyard, relax and swim

1995 WAVERLEY STREET

“California Tudor”
12 years new
This masterfully built home was coined “California Tudor” for its
homage to the Classic Tudor Revival Style, yet updated for the 21st
Century Silicon Valley lifestyle. At the heart of the design are 2
guiding principles: an extraordinary use of light and locally sourced
materials. For a seamless transition, the interior was designed with
4 materials; straight-grain Douglas Fir, slate, limestone, “Absolute
Black” granite. The fir adorns the ceilings, cabinetry & millwork in
every room. Venetian plaster walls add a lustrous finish while adding
softness with round edges. The result is warm and inviting with a
wonderful flow of spaces for entertaining or everyday living on 3
levels. Enjoy your backyard paradise...all year! Swim in your 16 x 50
salt water pool. Dine “Al Fresco” using your new Lynx Bar-B-Q & well
equipped outdoor kitchen.

5 Bedrooms + 6 Baths

6265 SF Main Residence

Approximately 1/2 Acre

Entrance & Foyer
Arched Portico
Gallery Hallway
Between LR & Great Room Slate &
Nana doors for both side & rear patios
Chefs Kitchen
Upscale appliances
Island & casual dining

Living Room/Library
Dramatic 2 story Vaulted ceiling
w/ balcony overlook from
2nd floor library
Great Room
Adjoining kitchen Gas fireplace
Formal Dining defined
by elevated translucent
glass roof

Dedicated Office
Fully equipped
plus fiber optics
Main Level
Bedroom + Bath
w/ side patio
Tudor Style
Pool house
Two car detached garage
and... much more!

$16,380,000

Please visit: www.1995Waverley.com for video, photos, floorplans & drone views

For a private showing, please contact

Jan Strohecker

Experience Counts - 32 Years Selling Local Properties

(650) 906-6516
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janstrohecker@yahoo.com
DRE#00620365

7KLVLQIRUPDWLRQZDVVXSSOLHGE\WKLUGSDUW\VRXUFHV6DOHV$VVRFLDWHEHOLHYHVWKLVLQIRUPDWLRQLVFRUUHFWEXWKDVQRWYHULÜHGWKLVLQIRUPDtion and assumes no legal responsibility for its accuracy. Buyer should verify accuracy and investigate to Buyer’s own satisfaction.

STUNNING CUSTOM MASTERPIECE
705 CHARLESTON COURT, PALO ALTO
This extraordinary masterpiece developed by BWB Properties and designed by the Shift Group encompasses the quintessential indoor/outdoor lifestyle with a
harmonious blend of traditional and contemporary styles. Located on a cul-de-sac in Palo Alto this residence offers over 3,000 square feet of living space with 4 bedrooms
and 3 1/2 bathrooms situated over two levels. This newly re-built home has been expertly designed with all of the modern conveniences and custom designer details
XLVSYKLSYX8LI¾SSVTPERMWMHIEPJSVJEQMP]PMZMRK[MXLEWTEGMSYWSTIROMXGLIRJEQMP]VSSQSRXLIKVSYRH¾SSV[MXLWPMHMRKHSSVWXLEXSTIRXSXLITEXMSERHTVMZEXI
VIEV]EVH8LILSQIJIEXYVIWERSTIR¾S[FIX[IIRVSSQWPEVKI[MRHS[W[MXLEFYRHERXREXYVEPPMKLX*VIRGLSEO[MHITPERO¾SSVWERHVIGIWWIHPMKLXMRKXLVSYKLSYX
8LI]EVHJIEXYVIWIPIKERXPERHWGETMRKE¾EKWXSRITEXMSERHKVEWW]EVIE;EPOMRKHMWXERGIXS'LEVPIWXSR7LSTTMRK'IRXIV1MXGLIPP4EVOERHI\GIPPIRXRIEVF]WGLSSPW

DISTINGUISHING FEATURES OF THE HOME INCLUDE:

•

4 Bedrooms, 3 1/2 Bathrooms

•

Living area: 3,130 sq ft per architects plans

•

7STLMWXMGEXIHPMZMRKVSSQ[MXL[SSHTERIPMRKQEVFPIJVEQIH½VITPEGI
and built-in shelving

•

0SX7M^IWUJXTIV'MX]SJ4EPS%PXS4EVGIP6ITSVX

•

8ST6EXIH4EPS%PXS7GLSSPW *EMVQIEHS[)PIQIRXEV].071MHHPI
School, Gunn High- buyer to verify enrollment)

•

'LIJ ´WOMXGLIR[MXLXSTSJXLIPMRIETTPMERGIWWTEGMSYWGIRXIVMWPERH

OFFERED AT $4,498,000 | WWW.705CHARLESTON.COM

(650) 400-2718

lhunt@serenogroup.com
DRE# 01009791

(650) 269-7266

laurel@serenogroup.com
DRE# 01747147

www.LeannahandLaurel.com
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Superior Real Estate Representation
#.2#/9#:+ 2#!;28.; /2û!# 22.92

We are available to you now,
BpB_zB|pÛzWsVpBTOs|opsÛ
technology, experience, and
most of all care.

HOME

Selling homes during this
pandemic and/or helping you
plan now for the future.

PENDING SALE

in 2020 Year-to-Date

Menlo Park

JUST LISTED

Atherton

Menlo Park

HAS NEVER BEEN
MORE IMPORTANT

$150 MILLION
SOLD

SOLD

3 beds, 3.5 baths
$2,950,000 | 631Harvard.com

5 beds, 3 baths
$3,395,000 | 36Parker.com

JOMpÛdTKOÛJBsVp
$4,798,000 | 1050Trinity.com

SOLD

SOLD

Menlo Park

1050 Trinity Drive

Menlo Park

36 Parker Avenue

Atherton

631 Harvard Avenue

SOLD

2 Sutherland Drive

1165 Klamath Drive

80 San Mateo Drive

5 beds, 5.5 baths
$10,750,000 | 2Sutherland.com

5 beds, 4.5 baths
$6,175,000 | 1165Klamath.com

5 beds, 4 baths
$5,200,000 | 80SanMateo.com

COMING SOON

Several Atherton and Menlo Park properties | Contact us for more information

Tom LeMieux, MBA

Jennifer Bitter, MBA

650.465.7459
tom@lemieuxRE.com

650.308.4401
jennifer@lemieuxRE.com

License #01066910

License #01847627

A Wall Street Journal Top-Producing Real Estate Team, 2020
Over $2.5 billion in sales since 1998

lemieuxRE.com |

@lemieuxRE

Rankings provided courtesy of Real Trends, The Thousand list of individual agents by total sales volume. Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Number
à__aBsOoWB_loOpObsOMVOoOWbWpWbsObMOMTdoWbTdoaBsWdbB_ltoldpOpdb_|BbMWpKdalW_OMTodapdtoKOpMOOaOMoO_WBJ_OJtsVBpbdsJOObyOoWOMà VBbUOpWbloWKOÛKdbMWsWdbÛpB_OdozWsVMoBzB_aB|JOaBMOzWsVdtsbdsWKOà!d
statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footage are approximate.
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Fall Real Estate

Real Estate Matters
The lure of bigger properties draws buyers away from Palo Alto
Home prices and demand are trending below neighboring cities
by Xin Jiang

T

he only thing that can be
expected in 2020, thus far,
is the unexpected. After facing months of sheltering at home,
kids taking online classes every
day, wearing facial masks in the
hot summer months, and last, but
not least, orange
skies that made
us wonder if we’d
moved to Mars
without notice, this
year has increased
the importance of
home to an unprecedented level:
It’s become the place where we
work, learn, exercise and relax.
As we move into the fall selling season, the trend happening in
Palo Alto’s residential real estate
market is apparent: Palo Alto is
falling behind neighboring Midpeninsula cities, especially on
relative home prices. The trend
started in 2019, and the pandemic
seems to have accelerated it.
Inventory is on the rise, but demand isn’t. The number of new
listings in Palo Alto from the start
of 2020 until Sept. 25 increased by
16% compared to the same period
last year.
Among these listings, condos and

townhomes experienced an even
bigger jump: Their supply went up
by 30%. This big increase in supply could be the by-product of a soft
rental market for high-density housing. Compared with families who
have kids attending local schools,
those without children tend to have
higher mobility. Without the need
to commute during the pandemic,
it may not make sense to pay high
rent to be close to work.
Because demand didn’t ramp
up as quickly as supply, inventory
piled up and prices softened. From
the start of this year to Sept. 25,
272 homes exchanged hands in
Palo Alto, which is on par with
last year. The median price of all
homes sold in Palo Alto during this
period, however, was only $2.75
million, a 6% drop compared to
the same period last year, and an
11% decline from the recent peak
at $3.1 million in spring 2018.
The “hot” Palo Alto housing
market is losing its popularity to
neighboring cities. Menlo Park
has experienced a 12% drop in
inventory and a 9% increase in
its median home price year over
year. In Los Altos, both the level
of supply and home prices have
remained flat.

What, then, triggered the weakness of the Palo Alto housing
market?
Palo Alto homes tend to have
a 15%-20% premium over neighboring Midpeninsula cities, especially when comparing the per
square foot price. This means for
the same budget, you can get a
bigger house and a bigger yard in
Menlo Park or Los Altos. As the
importance of space increases,
buyers may find more value outside of Palo Alto.
Palo Alto also may have the
wrong supply for today’s buyers.
A majority of the housing supply
in Palo Alto is inheritance-related
trust sales. Many of those properties are small, old homes with
many years of deferred maintenance — not exactly fitting
today’s lifestyles. The inferior
condition of homes is not necessarily reflected in the price, and
the burden to upgrade is largely
on the buyers. During the pandemic, when personal interaction
is restricted and parents are so tied
up with their kids’ Zoom learning
at home, as well as the potentially
prolonged permitting process due
to the staff reduction at the city,
not many buyers welcome home

improvement projects.
The lack of foreign buyers due
to a prolonged trade war on the
tech front between the U.S. and
China, as well as global travel restrictions, has further reduced our
buyer pool.
Despite the horrible state of the
real world, the tech economy is
booming. The pandemic has made
all of us realize just how important
technology is in our daily lives.
This reflects not only in many
tech companies’ earnings but more
in stock valuation. The prices of
many tech stocks are much higher
than their pre-March levels. This
new wealth directly flows into the
Midpeninsula’s ultra-luxury market. Two homes in Palo Alto have
sold for more than $15 million so
far this year compared with three
homes in the range of $11 million
to $13 million last year. Los Altos
Hills had three sales over $10 million, which is more than the past
two years combined. There were 13
sales in Atherton over $10 million,
putting the town on track to its past
annual average of 17 such sales.
The most common question
when we move toward the end of
the year is always about timing.
Should sellers put their homes on

LAKE TAHOE

the market now? Should buyers
wait after the election?
The last election year in 2016
also was a weak year for home
prices in Palo Alto. The median
home price dropped for the first
time since 2009. Then, in 2017, the
market experienced a big 13% rebound after the uncertainty cleared
— no matter the election result.
The uncertainties that we’re facing now are unprecedented. One
thing that seems clear, however,
is that the majority of things that
have reshaped our lives because
of the pandemic are only cyclical. For buyers with real needs,
this may be excellent timing to
be a contrarian and buy close to
work, even as many others seem
to be swung by cyclical factors
and believe that they’ll be working from home indefinitely. For
potential sellers, when the market
is as tricky as it is now and much
of the conventional wisdom is not
working, it has become even more
critical to work with a local professional who can help set realistic
expectations. Q
Xin Jiang is a real estate agent
with Compass in Palo Alto. She
can be emailed at xin.jiang@
compass.com.

TAHOELAKEHOMES.COM
MOORETAHOE.COM

SECRET HARBOR” ON NEVADA’S
EAST SHORE

MODERN HOME W/ PIER &
PRIVATE BUOY

PANORAMIC LAKEVIEWS ON
12+ ACRES

Extremely rare, secluded & private. Miles to the
nearest residence or pier, you can own a piece of
Tahoe’s shoreline that cannot be replicated, & is
so unique you will think you imagined it. 4 updated
cabins w/ modern conveniences, 2 buoys, & large
pier w/ boat lift.

West Shore 4-bedroom home, built in 2018
w/ all the modern conveniences & amenities.
This lakefront home has a private pier, buoy, &
lakeside lawn for maximum Tahoe enjoyment.
Private location set away from the highway.

12+ acre Carnelian Bay property w/ panoramic
SHRL]PL^Z6ɈLYPUNZLJS\ZPVU WYP]HJ``L[
ZVJSVZL[VHSS[OH[*HYULSPHU)H`OHZ[VVɈLY
Opportunities are endless w/ a lakeview parcel
of this size, in the heart of North Lake Tahoe.

$9,490,000

$5,900,000

$25,000,000

THE MOORE TEAM

530.363.0090 | 530.536.0958 | mooreteam@corcorangl.com |
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BRE: 00690425, 01995832, 02014452

Mid Peninsula Real Estate
Colleen Foraker
Recent Listings and Sales

50 Heather Drive, Atherton

2209 Hillside Drive, Burlingame

Realtor®
650.380.0085
colleen.foraker@compass.com
DRE 01349099

480 Erlin Drive, San Carlos

Under Contract
Modern Gem 649 Park Road, Redwood City
3 Bed | 3 Bath | 1615 Sq Ft home | 3,500 Sq Ft lot

Listings Coming Soon
Charming Green Gables Home in Palo Alto
3 Bed | 1 Bath | 1,100 Sq Ft home | 6,300 Sq Ft lot
Lovely Emerald Hills Home in Redwood City

1111 Woodland Avenue, Menlo Park

4 Bed | 3 Bath | 2100 Sq Ft home | 5140 Sq Ft lot
Rankings provided courtesy of Real Trends, The Thousand list of individual agents by total sales volume in 2018. Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Number 01527235. All material presented herein is intended
TdoWbTdoaBsWdbB_ltoldpOpdb_|BbMWpKdalW_OMTodapdtoKOpMOOaOMoO_WBJ_OJtsVBpbdsJOObyOoWOMà VBbUOpWbloWKOÛKdbMWsWdbÛpB_OdozWsVMoBzB_aB|JOaBMOzWsVdtsbdsWKOà!dpsBsOaObsWpaBMOBpsdBKKtoBK|dTBb|MOpKoWlsWdbà__aOBptoOaObspBbMpntBoOTddsBUOBoOBllod{WaBsOà
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900 Olive Street, Menlo Park
&IHW`&EXLW`7U*X`0SX7U*X
&YMPXMR`6IW7MRKPI*EQMP]`(IXEGLIH`

230 O’Connor Street, Menlo Park
&IHW`*YPP&EXLW`,EPJ&EXLW
7U*X`0SX7U*X`&YMPXMR`

Spaces for everyone! A stunning contemporary private oasis behind the gates in West MP.
%QE^MRKPMZMRKWTEGIWSRX[SPIZIPWTPYWEHHMXMSREP7*½RMWLIHKEVEKI1EMRPIZIPJIEtures High ceilings, a large Living Dining Kitchen area w/FP, reading/ music nook and powder room. Main level mast suite plus 2 en-suite bedrooms w/ built in desk areas. Attached
2 car garage w/seating area plus additional area for extra refrigerators, bicycles, toys etc.
Finished lower level features an amazing custom wall mural by Ian Ross (ianrossart.com),
clerestory windows, additional full kitchen, 2 bedrooms w/2 full bathrooms, large family
VSSQEHHMXMSREPPEVKIVSSQJSVSJ½GII\IVGMWISVJSV]SYVTIVWSREPTVIJIVIRGIERHPEYRdry area. Addi’l storage, steam room & roof solar. Patio is designed for entertaining with
FYMPXMR½VITMXERHPEVKISYXHSSVHMRMRKEVIE&EGO]EVHJIEXYVIWEREVXM½GMEPTYXXMRKKVIIR
plus grass play area. This home has spaces for every conceivable activity.

Stunning two year new construction in prime location with Menlo Park Schools. Formal entry,
IPIKERXPMZMRKVSSQ[MXL½VITPEGIERHJSVQEPHMRMRKEVIE8LIKSYVQIXOMXGLIRLEW8LIVQEHSV
appliances and a generous Waterfall Quartz center island with seating areas. Kitchen opens to
WTEGMSYWJEQMP]VSSQ[MXL½VITPEGIERHZEYPXIHGIMPMRKWGIMPMRKERHJEQMP]IRXIVXEMRQIRXEVIE
1EMRPIZIP&IHVSSQ[MXLIRWYMXIFEXLTPYWKYIWXLEPJFEXL0EVKI7O]PMKLX¾SSHWXLIWXEMVGEWI
MRWYRPMKLX7IGSRH¾SSVJIEXYVIWEPEVKIQEWXIVVIXVIEXWYMXI[MXLZEYPXIHGIMPMRKWERHPEVKI
picture windows, two additional bedrooms with shared hall bath, an upstairs laundry room and
additional built in cabinets for storage. Fenced backyard has an amazingly large lawn area, plus
TIVMQIXIVJVYMXXVIIWERH&&5EVIE(YEP^SRIHLIEXMRKTPYWX[SEGYRMXW%PPXLIFIEYXMJYP
JIEXYVIWSJEX[S]IEVRI[LSQI(YIXS'SZMH'%64)%(:JSVEPP-R4IVWSR:MWMXW

The Lyn Jason Cobb Team

Lyn Jason Cobb

650-464-2622
lynjason.cobb@cbnorcal.com
DRE 01332535
www.CallLyn.com

Beth Leathers

650-302-2449
beth.leathers@cbnorcal.com
DRE 01131116
www.bethleathers.cbintouch.com

The Lyn Jason Cobb Team Nationally recognized Coldwell Banker Top 1% team
Top
in Northern
California
and top 250 teams Nationwide by Wall Street Journal since 2010
Page100
16 • The
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Liliana Perazich

415-297-0125
liliana.perazich@cbnorcal.com
DRE 02015538
www.lilianaperazich.cbintouch.com

Carolyn Aarts Keddington
Just Sold
19 Dover Court, San Carlos | $2,910,000
Represented Buyers in multiple offers

Carolyn Aarts Keddington
650.946.8122
carolyn.keddington@compass.com
DRE 01490400

A Local with Deep Roots in Real Estate
Carolyn comes with more than a decade of personal
experience selling real estate, expanding on her deep
family roots in the business. She maintains close ties to
the Palo Alto community where she grew up watching her
father do business — a well respected broker in Palo Alto
for thirty years.
Building and connecting to community have always been
important to Carolyn. She has an intense desire to help
VOoK_WObspbMzVBssVO|BoO_dd^WbUTdoÛlodyWMWbUsVOa
with a smooth, comfortable experience as they explore to
communities that may be new to them.
How can Carolyn put her expertise to work to help you?
Call her to get started!

Carolyn w her father, Jan at the Gamble
Garden in Palo Alto.
Rankings provided courtesy of Real Trends, The Thousand list of individual agents by total sales volume in 2018. Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by
Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Number 01527235. All material presented herein is intended for informational purposes only and is compiled from sources deemed reliable but has not been
yOoWOMà VBbUOpWbloWKOÛKdbMWsWdbÛpB_OdozWsVMoBzB_aB|JOaBMOzWsVdtsbdsWKOà!dpsBsOaObsWpaBMOBpsdBKKtoBK|dTBb|MOpKoWlsWdbà__aOBptoOaObspBbMpntBoOTddsBUOBoOBllod{WaBsOà
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Destination Properties

Sotto Il Monte
Montecito, CA · $39,750,000
2845SycamoreCanyon.com

Bates Ranch Vineyard
Gilroy, CA · $13,200,000
BatesRanchVineyard.com

Classic Riviera Style
Oceanfront Estate
Solana Beach, CA · $8,995,000

#1 AGENT SILICON VALLEY
Michael Dreyfus, Golden Gate Sotheby’s International Realty
TOP 125 AGENT
WSJ / Real Trends
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Local Listings
SOLD

2158 Sand Hill Road, Menlo Park · $1,695,000

24591 Summerhill Court, Los Altos · $3,495,000

SALE PENDING

567 Maybell Avenue, Palo Alto · $4,295,000

159 Cowper Street, Palo Alto · $4,995,000

SALE PENDING

569 Maybell Avenue, Palo Alto · $5,295,000

221 Kipling Street, Palo Alto · $7,500,000

2050 Green Oaks Way, Pescadero · $7,500,000

15350 El Camino Grande, Saratoga · $7,995,000

SALE PENDING

408 Eleanor Drive, Woodside · $19,995,000

Book Your Private Viewing Online at
www.Dreyfus.Group

30 Trail Lane, Woodside · $23,000,000

Michael Dreyfus

Noelle Queen

650.485.3476

650.427.9211

m.dreyfus@ggsir.com

n.queen@ggsir.com

Lic. #01121795

Lic. #01917593

Each Office is Independently Owned and
TheOperated.
Almanac | Palo Alto Weekly • Page 19

An Active Innovator
in Bay Area Real Estate
Empowering clients with clear and actionable
insight — together, we can accomplish your goals
and exceed expectations.

4246 Pomona Ave, Palo Alto
/d_MBsĝÛÛ
Represented Seller

916 Hermosa Way, Menlo Park
/d_MBsĝÛÛ
Represented Buyer

650.666.5988
sophia@sophiaxu.com
.
462 Pettis Ave, Mountain View
Price Upon Request
Coming Soon

Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Number 01527235. All material
loOpObsOMVOoOWbWpWbsObMOMTdoWbTdoaBsWdbB_ltoldpOpdb_|BbMWpKdalW_OMTodapdtoKOpMOOaOMoO_WBJ_OJtsVBpbdsJOObyOoWOMà VBbUOpWbloWKOÛKdbMWsWdbÛ
sale or withdrawal may be made without notice. No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footage are approximate.

Page 20 • The Almanac | Palo Alto Weekly

Courtesy Don Yarkin

Fall Real Estate

The local real estate market has surpassed its pre-pandemic benchmark, according to local Realtors. Inventory and sales are on the rise for single-family homes in all
price points, such as the homes shown on this page (which are not currently on the market). Homes with sprawling yards, lots of open space and privacy and a host of other
amenities have become more desirable since the area’s first health restrictions were put in place in March.

Amid economic turmoil, Midpeninsula real estate defies expectations
Realtors anticipate good — if not ‘red hot’ — fall housing market
by David Goll

Courtesy Blu Skye Media

Midpeninsula real estate agents
are largely optimistic about the
season’s prospects. There are a
few flies in the ointment — primarily concerns about the impacts of larger national and international events, such as contested
presidential election results or a

‘The “trade-up”
buyers are really
pushing the market.’
—Leannah Hunt,
Realtor, Sereno Group
bigger resurgence of COVID-19.
Most contend that the dynamic of
pent-up demand from the spring
shutdown that fueled an unusually

active summer season will likely
continue through October and
November.
Brian Chancellor, a Palo Altobased Realtor for Sereno Group,
described the fall market as good
— if not red hot — but sounded
some cautionary notes.
“The high-end market continues to be insulated from larger
world events,” he said, adding
the market for primary residences in Woodside and Portola
Valley, and vacation homes at
Lake Tahoe and in neighboring
states are thriving. “But, it is a
very divisive time in this country
politically. The COVID-19 pandemic continues. Recently, we’ve
experienced these extraordinary
fires. It all is throwing people
off. They’re trying to find some

balance in their everyday lives.”
Along with the thriving luxury
market of $5-million-plus homes
across the region, strong activity
is also expected in the local entry-level market of single-family
homes priced between $2.5 million and $3 million in Palo Alto,
Menlo Park and Mountain View,
according to Leannah Hunt, a
Palo Alto-based Realtor for Sereno Group.
“The ‘trade-up’ buyers are really pushing the market,” Hunt
said. “People who need and want
more space - that’s the big factor
driving families with children, especially, into the market.”
Inventory in most housing categories — which is often quite
limited on the Midpeninsula —
looks fairly healthy this fall, Hunt

said. Serious buyers have a sufficient number of new and existing luxury properties to scout in
Woodside, Portola Valley, Atherton, Menlo Park and Palo Alto,
as well as smaller, less-expensive
detached homes further south in
Mountain View and Sunnyvale,
she said.
The market for condominiums
in more densely packed residential developments, however, has
softened considerably as more
buyers prioritize larger spaces in
and around their residences during this time of social distancing,
she added.
Though condos and apartments
with outdoor spaces like patios
and terraces are still drawing
(continued on page 24)

Courtesy Harold Gomes

D

espite a global pandemic,
historic fires, economic
upheaval and a presidential
election of unprecedented controversy, local real estate experts say
the Midpeninsula is going into a
strong fall housing market.
Low interest rates, flat prices,
a strong tech economy and, surprisingly — all the turmoil — are
pushing the market in a positive
direction, with single-family
homes in all price ranges seeing a
bump in activity, agents said.
“There is definitely strong
buyer demand this fall,” said Judy
Citron, a Menlo Park-based Realtor for Compass Real Estate. “In
these extraordinary times, people
are realizing the value of a home
more than ever before.”
Citron and many of her fellow
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Discover the difference with us.
GoldenGateSIR.com | 650.847.1141
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We’re leading Real Estate in:
Health and Safety
Virtual Solutions
Tech and Innovation
Exclusive Inventory
Agent Productivity
Local Expertise
Global Reach
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Fall Real Estate
Single-Family Home Sales January - June 2020

Condominiums/Townhomes January - June 2020

Number
of Sales

Median
Sales Price

Median Days
on Market

Number
of Sales

Median
Sales Price

Median Days
on Market

Palo Alto

124

$3,039,000

7

Palo Alto

35

$1,550,000

7

Los Altos

110

$3,185,000

7

Los Altos

16

$1,637,500

7

Los Altos Hills

35

$4,000,000

10

Los Altos Hills

—

—

—

Mountain View

94

$2,134,000

7

Mountain View

89

$1,136,500

6

Atherton

27

$7,000,000

10

Atherton

—

—

—

East Palo Alto

26

$957,500

28

East Palo Alto

4

$851,000

13

Menlo Park

108

$2,568,500

9

Menlo Park

32

$1,330,500

12

Portola Valley

33

$3,350,000

10

Portola Valley

—

—

—

Redwood City

211

$1,660,000

7

Redwood City

48

$1,077,500

11

Woodside

37

$2,800,000

25

Woodside

—

—

—

Information provided by the Silicon Valley Association of Realtors from MLS Listings, Inc. Note: Rural areas do not have significant townhome sales.

Trends
(continued from page 21)

interest, she said.
“Condos and townhouses are
often viewed as transitional housing,” said Denise Welsh, Los
Altos-based Realtor for Compass
Real Estate. “Many buyers today
are looking for more long-term
housing options in the singlefamily market.”
And, Welsh said, younger tech
workers who often fuel the condo
market, are largely staying on the
sidelines this year. They’re often

even returning home to live with
parents or other relatives as a way to
save money during uncertain times.
The COVID-19 pandemic has
not only shifted interest away
from condos and townhouses, it
also has dramatically changed
the landscape for Realtors, buyers
and sellers alike. Dating back to
the six-week shutdown from midMarch to early May, traditional
open houses that welcome all visitors have remained off limits. Attendance at property showings are
still limited to agents and small
numbers of prospective buyers
from the same household.

And masks, gloves, frequent
cleanings of surfaces and wideopen doors and windows during
the tours are still required by local
and state Realtor organizations.
As a reaction to restrictions on
in-person interactions, prospective buyers are increasingly turning toward the use of online resources to screen properties.
Elaborate, multi-dimensional
videos of luxury properties have
become very popular, according
to Michael Repka, CEO, managing broker and general counsel of
Palo Alto-based DeLeon Realty.
His company has spent up to

$10,000 to show off premiere
properties in detailed, extravagantly produced videos for internet consumption.
High-end buyers tend to do
extensive online due diligence
to target desirable homes for inperson visits, Repka said.
“This trend was occurring before (COVID-19), but the pandemic has made producing sophisticated online videos an even
more important screening tool for
buyers,” Repka said. “This is a
great market for agents who can
produce these high-quality videos.
Top agents are thriving this year.”

Less well-established agents are
facing greater challenges in this
pandemic-affected market, Repka
said.
Whatever the local, national or
international calamity, the Midpeninsula remains an exceptional
magnet for people the world over,
Chancellor said.
“This is still a phenomenal
place, a draw for people from all
over to its world-renowned business community and educational
institutions,” he said. Q
Contributing writer David Goll
can be emailed at david.w.goll@
gmail.com.

Our partnership helped us achieve our success.
John and I wish to thank you and your colleagues for all the effective advertising you are doing for the
Real Estate community.
We are top producing agents in the award-winning Palo Alto/Ramona office of Coldwell Banker. Our
partnership with The Almanac and The Palo Alto Weekly helped us achieve our success. We appreciate
your creativity, knowledge and support, not to mention your energy and positive attitude.
The volunteer organizations we support, as well as our clients and friends in the local community,
compliment you on your informative, well-balanced articles and advertisements.
The Almanac and The Palo Alto Weekly are the best sources of local news and information.

John Spiller and Janet Dore
THE DORE TEAM
Janet Dore and John Spiller

(650) 766-7935
(650) 483-8815
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jdore@cbnorcal.com
jspiller@cbnorcal.com
www.jspiller.com
Janet DRE# 00621176
John DRE# 01155772

80 GRESHAM LANE, ATHERTON ·

SOLD!

Endless Possibilities to Remodel or Build New
Offered at $4,998,000 · 4 Bedrooms · 2.5 Bathrooms · Home ±2,600 sf · Lot ±43,366 sf

2131 OAKLEY AVENUE, MENLO PARK

Bright Custom-Built Home in Menlo Park
Offered at $3,475,000 · 5 Bedrooms · 3 Bathrooms · Home ±2,610 sf · Lot ±6,000 sf
More photos and details at 2131OakleyAvenue.com

PenelopeHuang.com
Downtown Menlo Park
640 Oak Grove Avenue, Menlo Park
Each office is independently owned and operated

Penelope Huang
650.281.8028
Penelope@PenelopeHuang.com
Lic. #01023392
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THE MISSION OF SERENO GROUP’S REALTORS®
We strive to stand above. We aim to delight everyone and thoughtfully support our local
communities. We are the antidote to mediocre and indifferent real estate experiences.

Chris Trapani

Ryan Iwanaga

Owen Halliday

Brian Chancellor

FOUNDER
& CEO

FOUNDER
& CXO

VP OF EXPERIENCE
LOS ALTOS

VP OF EXPERIENCE
PALO ALTO

(650) 947-2901
DRE # 01116414

(408) 335-1437
DRE # 01227143

(650) 492-0062
DRE # 01453658

(650) 303-5511
DRE # 01174998

LO S A LTO S

LEADERSHIP

L E A R N M O R E AT W W W . S E R E N O G R O U P.C O M

AILEEN LA
BOUFF

ALAN
BIEN

ALEX
KODWEIS

ALICE
NUZZO

ALICIA
NUZZO

(650) 804-0522
DRE # 01392043

(650) 492-0811
DRE # 01359717

(650) 269-9249
DRE # 2013185

(650) 947-2908
DRE # 00458678

(650) 947-2902
DRE # 01127187

ANDY
WONG

ASHLEY
KODWEIS

ASSAF
URBAN

AVI
URBAN

BETH WEBSTER
TOMPKINS

(650) 388-0029
DRE # 01355319

(650) 279-6680
DRE # 01772428

(650) 219-2117
DRE # 01986662

(650) 305-1111
DRE # 01485729

(650) 947-2907
DRE # 01363002
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BETTY
CHEN

BOB
KAMANGAR

BRITTANY
KODWEIS

CAROL
CASAS

CAROLINE
WONG

(415) 812-5019
DRE # 01933122

(650) 245-0245
DRE # 01229105

(650) 269-5489
DRE # 01902411

(650) 823-1434
DRE # 01123855

(650) 796-0558
DRE # 01902140

CHRISTY
YING

CINDI
KODWEIS

COLLEEN
ROSE

DAVID
BLOCKHUS

DAVID
CASAS

(650) 867-5566
DRE # 01275770

(650) 279-6333
DRE # 01120838

(408) 656-6251
DRE # 01221104

(650) 465-0755
DRE # 01169028

(650) 823-8920
DRE # 01116954

DEBRA
AHN

DIANE
SCHMITZ

DOLORES
SHAW

DONNA
LACROIX

DOTTIE
MONROE

(650) 947-2977
DRE # 01702785

(650) 279-7622
DRE # 01235034

(650) 947-2974
DRE # 00761215

(408) 569-3161
DRE # 01015579

(650) 208-2500
DRE # 00594704

EDWARD
GRAZIANI

ELIZABETH
THOMPSON

ELLA
BARAK

FRANK
CONRAD

HANNELORE
BLANCHARD

(408) 828-1579
DRE # 01081556

(650) 823-8904
DRE # 01382997

(650) 646-4784
DRE # 02022437

(650) 947-2916
DRE # 01204925

(415) 385-4848
DRE # 00593824
The Almanac | Palo Alto Weekly • Page 27

IRINA
BONDAR

JANE
SHEN

JANIS
AHMADJIAN-BAER

JEANNE
MACVICAR

JEN
PAULSON

(650) 438-9188
DRE # 02051897

(408) 888-2645
DRE # 01958893

(650) 740-5390
DRE # 00980993

(650) 743-5010
DRE # 00764179

(650) 996-7147
DRE # 01221390

JESSICA
NEMIRE

JESSICA
WANG

JIM
GALLI

JOE
DIGIOVANNI

KATIE GALLI
KETELSEN

(650) 336-4996
DRE # 01973791

(650) 495-2410
DRE # 02008328

(650) 224-5621
DRE # 00944554

(650) 823-1038
DRE # 02114483

(408) 203-6903
DRE # 01925901

MANDANA
SIMAI

MARC
ROOS

MARGO
KELLY

MELANIE
JOHNSON

MICHAEL
ADAMS

(408) 315-9958
DRE # 01437800

(650) 207-0226
DRE # 01128822

(650) 224-4075
DRE # 01778134

(650) 575-5031
DRE # 01040928

(650) 248-8095
DRE # 01368517

MICHAEL
SUTTON

MICHELE
MORRISON

MONA
SANDER

NANCY
STUHR

NICHOLAS
FRENCH

(650) 799-2253
DRE # 01916467

(408) 569-0242
DRE # 01262730

(650) 888-2441
DRE # 00955863

(650) 947-2990
DRE # 00963170

(650) 773-8000
DRE # 01350085
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NICK
CAMPI

NICK
TESTA

NINI
ABDALA

PAT
LOONEY

PERRY
NOLAN

(650) 245-9510
DRE # 02058297

(650) 906-9288
DRE # 01438318

(408) 806-0678
DRE # 00935740

(650) 947-2944
DRE # 00980335

(650) 279-4044
DRE # 01322350

QIAN
XU

RACHEL
PONG

RENEE
LEVY

ROYCE
CABLAYAN

SCOTT
CASAS

(480) 274-4218
DRE # 02037376

(408) 621-1878
DRE # 01387310

(650) 947-2905
DRE # 00646136

(650) 224-1711
DRE # 01062078

(650) 823-6077
DRE # 02064452

SEAMUS
NOLAN

SHARON
PHILLIPS

SHELLY
POTVIN

SKIP
LEVY

STEVE
RUSHTON

(650) 947-2941
DRE # 01823988

(650) 279-9295
DRE # 00893765

(650) 303-7501
DRE # 01236885

(650) 947-2904
DRE # 00943953

(650) 533-5767
DRE # 02023819

SUSAN
LEWANDOWSKI

TIM
ANDERSON

TINAZ
SHEERER

VIVIAN
WANG

YURI
KITAIGORODSKY

(650) 867-6257
DRE # 01852946

(650) 279-7281
DRE # 00645929

(408) 857-0502
DRE # 01236877

(408) 355-3658
DRE # 01181179

(650) 669-0018
DRE # 01357138
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PA LO A LTO

ANGELO J.
ROSSI

ANIL
SAWE

CHRISTIAN
HANSEN

DAVENA
GENTRY

DAVID
LUCAS

(650) 245-0984
DRE # 01117149

(650) 823-2371
DRE # 01160415

(650) 656-6966
DRE # 01992174

(650) 814-3412
DRE # 00914155

(650) 399-0121
DRE # 02114304

DAWN MOORE
WILSON

EMILY
FANG

EVA
NAGY

FRANCIS
HUNTER

HADAR
GUIBARA

(650) 422-1221
DRE # 01361735

(650) 275-3098
DRE # 01854906

(650) 996-1834
DRE # 01940216

(650) 619-6121
DRE # 01040918

(650) 740-6295
DRE # 01881561

JAMES
YANG

JENY
SMITH

JULIA
LAQUER

KATHLEEN
PASIN

KEVIN
LU

(650) 796-2059
DRE # 01824408

(415) 640-8011
DRE # 01357827

(650) 434-2755
DRE # 01928656

(650) 450-1912
DRE # 01396779

(650) 446-5888
DRE # 01999867

KRISTINE
KIM-SUH

LANA WONG
DOERPMUND

LAUREL
ROBINSON

LEANNAH
HUNT

LESLIE
WOODS

MATT
ZAMPELLA

(650) 714-3783
DRE # 01880019

(408) 206-9977
DRE # 01369969

(650) 475-2035
DRE # 01747147

(650) 475-2030
DRE # 01009791

(650) 796-9580
DRE # 01855901

(650) 223-9343
DRE # 01815607
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Fall Real Estate

Browsing by Budget

UNDER $2 MILLION

What can you buy on the Midpeninsula?
Under $2 Million

Under $3 Million

Courtesy Coldwell Banker

Courtesy Robert Trailer

PALO ALTO

LOS ALTOS HILLS

Address: 296 Waverley Street
List price: $1.38M
Bedrooms: 2
Bathrooms: 2
Interior: 906 sq. ft.
Year built: 1973
Description: This condo provides a rare
opportunity to live within walking distance to
downtown Palo Alto while enjoying the wide open
space of Johnson Park, which is located right
off the front balcony. The condo features granite
countertops and stainless steel appliances in the
kitchen, wood floors throughout and glass sliding
doors that lead out to the balcony.

Address: 3849 Page Mill Road
List price: $2.98M
Bedrooms: 5
Bathrooms: 4
Interior: 5,008 sq. ft.
Lot size: 10 acres
Year built: 2006
Description: Set on 10 acres, this Craftsmanstyle home provides privacy and amazing views
of the San Francisco Bay and surrounding
mountains from every window. This three-level
home features a library, theater, sewing room,
rec room and array of high-tech amenities.

Under $3 Million

Under $4 Million

East Palo Alto
Address: 2290 Pulgas Avenue
List price: $1.28M
Bedrooms: 4 Bathrooms: 3
Interior: 1,780 sq. ft.
Lot size: 5,100 sq. ft.
Year built: 1991
Description: This newly
renovated family-friendly home
includes fresh interior and
exterior paint, a brand new
kitchen, renovated bathrooms,
and two en suite bedrooms —
one on each floor. The backyard
features a spacious patio for
entertaining and a flex-use
garage. The home is just a short
drive to major companies such
as Facebook and LinkedIn, has
easy freeway access and is
close to downtown Palo Alto.

Courtesy Carol Carnevale and Nicole Aron

Courtesy Arti Miglani

MOUNTAIN VIEW

PALO ALTO

Address: 575 Oak Street
List price: $2.85M
Bedrooms: 3
Bathrooms: 2
Interior: 1,748 sq. ft.
Lot size: 7,736 sq. ft.
Year built: 1940
Description: Situated within blocks to Castro
Street’s shops and restaurants, this remodeled
home has vaulted ceilings in the living and
family rooms. The master bedroom includes a
study nook that features French doors that open
into the backyard. The property is landscaped
with mature trees and features a brick patio
with an arbor and has enough space to add an
accessory dwelling unit if desired.

Address: 1420 Emerson Street
List price: $3.2M
Bedrooms: 3
Bathrooms: 2
Interior: 1,663 sq. ft.
Lot size: 5,000 sq. ft.
Year built: 1923
Description: Located in Old Palo Alto, this 1920s
bungalow has been renovated and expanded.
The open family kitchen features honed white
stone counters with a subway tile backsplash
and stainless steel appliances. A huge center
island expands work space and provides a dining
bar for informal meals. The home also features
a mudroom and vaulted ceilings. A brick patio
with a pergola overlooks the rear garden, which
includes a detached garage that can be used as
a home office.

Mountain View
Address: 264 Ariana Place
List price: $1.22M
Bedrooms: 2 Bathrooms: 3
Interior: 1,245 sq. ft.
Lot size: n/a
Year built: 2020
Description: This newly
constructed home located in the
North Whisman neighborhood
near downtown is move-in ready.
It features an open-concept
design with a great room,
kitchen and powder room on
the second level and bedrooms,
including a master suite with
spa-style bathroom and second
bedroom on the third level.

Menlo Park
Address: 807 Bay Road
List price: $1.39M
Bedrooms: 2 Bathrooms: 1
Interior: 900 sq. ft.
Lot size: 4,917 sq. ft.
Year built: 1923
Description: Filled with natural
light, this Spanish bungalow
has been remodeled and
modernized while maintaining
period details, including a
covered front porch, hardwood
floors and a wood-burning
fireplace. The newly remodeled
kitchen features marble
counters, new stainless steel
appliances, cabinets and
wood floors. The private back
garden and patio are suited
for entertaining outdoors. The
home also includes a new ondemand water heater, updated
lighting, dual pane windows,
Nest thermostat, forced air heat
& A/C and a detached one-car
garage with storage.
(continued on page 34)
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Community
Resilience. Strength. Justice. As
a community, we ﬁnd ourselves
facing unrelenting challenges
during this season — some new
or novel, some old and
unresolved. But this is also a
moment of tremendous opportunity. Bound by our values
and emboldened by our resources, intellect, and passion, we
can eﬀect positive change. Let’s remain persistent, united,
and committed to a better future, for all.
Locally concerned, globally connected.

6,968 sf on 4.69 acres

2,380 sf · 4BR/2.5BA

D
EN

771bainplace.com

P

O

LD

IN

G

Redwood City · $1,785,000

S

lisa
keith

Portola Valley · $10,995,000

Menlo Park · $1,795,000

La Honda · $2,500,000

1,490 sf · 2BR/2BA condo

3,700 sf on 40 acres

650.703.8644
l.keith@ggsir.com
lisakeith.com
Lic.# 00882247

menlotowers63.com

3400longridge.com

Each office is independently owned and operated.
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Fall Real Estate

Browsing by Budget
Under $6 Million

Courtesy Chris Anderson

WOODSIDE
Address: 320 Family Farm Road
List price: $4.85M
Bedrooms: 5
Bathrooms: 3
Interior: 3,395 sq. ft.
Lot size: 3.58 acres
Year built: 1957
Description: This home is located in a private
setting with spectacular views of Jasper Ridge
and Windy Hill preserves. The home was rebuilt in
1995, with improvements that include a rear brick
patio with a “floating cube” water feature, custom
planting shed, bocce ball court, an upgraded
kitchen and attic storage. The site is large enough
to add additional ancillary structures such as a
horse facility or pool with guesthouse.

Courtesy Michael Ripka/ DeLeon Realty

Address: 140 Dean Road
List price: $7.9M
Bedrooms: 6
Bathrooms: 4
Interior: 5,464 sq. ft.
Lot size: 1.5 acres
Year built: 2004
Description: This estate, located on 1.5 acres in
Woodside, features nearly 5,500 square feet of
luxury living space and offers expansive gathering
spaces for entertaining on a grand scale. The
master bedroom suite includes a fireplace as well
as a spa-like bathroom. There are high ceilings,
skylights and walls of glass throughout. The
property also includes a guesthouse, pool and
outdoor fireplace.
Published by Embarcadero Media
The Almanac | Mountain View Voice | Palo Alto Weekly
450 Cambridge Ave., Palo Alto, CA 94306 | 650-326-8210
TheAlmanacOnline.com | MountainViewOnline.com
PaloAltoOnline.com
Fall Real Estate Editor: Linda Taaffe
©2020 by Embarcadero Media. All rights reserved. Reproduction
without permission is strictly prohibited.
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UNDER $20 MILLION

UNDER $3 MILLION

Los Altos
Address: 10718 Mora Drive
List price: $17.5M
Bedrooms: 6 Bathrooms: 11
Interior: 8,870 sq. ft. Lot size: 2.71 acres
Year built: 2016
Description: Situated in a private cul-de
sac, this contemporary home includes
an 8,870-square-foot main house and a
separate 800-square-foot guesthouse
with open floor plans that flow seamlessly
for indoor/outdoor living. The heart of
the home is the living room with 24-foot
ceilings, walls of glass and an abundance
of natural light. Fleetwood doors and
windows connect the inside to expansive
outdoor decks with a breathtaking
panoramic view. The property also features
an elevator, home theater, executive office,
1,500 bottle wine cellar, fitness studio,
putting green and a four-car garage.

Los Altos
Address: 1405 Cedar Place
List price: $2.7M
Bedrooms: 3 Bathrooms: 2
Interior: 2,300 sq. ft. Lot size: .28 acre
Year built: 1975
Description: This newly remodeled
home is move-in ready and includes
an additional 400 sq. ft. multi-purpose
room with a full bath that can be used
for a home office, distance learning, inlaw suite or au pair. The updated kitchen
includes custom cabinets, a Viking
cooktop and Thermador double ovens.
The master suite features a remodeled
bath, walk-in closet and exterior deck
for quick access to the pool and spa.
There also is a large garden area with
four raised boxes with irrigation ready for
planting.

UNDER $4 MILLION

Under $8 Million

WOODSIDE

(continued from page 31)

Menlo Park
Address: 2097 Camino De Los Robles
List price: $3.29M
Bedrooms: 4 Bathrooms: 4
Interior: 2,900 sq. ft. Lot size: 9,278 sq. ft.
Year built: 1922
Description: Located on a treelined street in the University Heights
neighborhood, this home features an
open-concept kitchen and family room for
formal and informal entertaining. A home
office is tucked behind the dining room.
The master bedroom suite features a new
hot tub.

UNDER $6 MILLION
Palo Alto
Address: 925 Lincoln Avenue
List price: $5.98M
Bedrooms: 4 Bathrooms: 4
Interior: 3,110 sq. ft. Lot size: .28 acre
Year built: 1920
Description: This Tudor revival offers
comfortable spaces, superb ambiance
and an unbeatable location in the
Community Center neighborhood. The
home features hardwood floors, arched
entryways, coffered ceilings, and a
stone fireplace. The kitchen includes
appliances from Viking, Sub-Zero and
Bosch.

UNDER $10 MILLION
Palo Alto
Address: 2189 Webster Street
List price: $9.99M
Bedrooms: 6 Bathrooms: 8
Interior: 5,347 sq. ft. Lot size: 8,555 sq. ft.
Year built: 2020
Description: The brand-new Frenchstyle home is located in Old Palo Alto
and features a detached studio, a living
room with large rounded picture windows
and fireplace, a home theater, large
recreation and game rooms and wine
cellar.

Atherton
Address: 97 Ridge View Drive
List price: $16.2M
Bedrooms: 5 Bathrooms: 7
Interior: 9,107 sq. ft. Lot size: 2.16 acres
Year built: 1981
Description: This French Normandy-style
house, remodeled approximately 12
years ago, includes a one-bedroom, onebath in-house apartment and a spacious
detached guesthouse. The home includes
a paneled library and executive office with
stained- and leaded-glass windows, crystal
chandeliers, gilded accents and custom
wall coverings; a steam and sauna; a
recreation room; Old English bar, Parisian
wine cellar; a large pool with swim-thru
grotto; a tennis court with pavilion; and
cascading nine-tiered waterfall at the
courtyard entrance. The property provides
sweeping views of the western hills.

UNDER $30 MILLION
Atherton
Address: 96 Isabella Avenue
List price: $34.96M
Bedrooms: 6 Bathrooms: 8
Interior: 8,090 sq. ft.
Lot size: 1.78 acres
Year built: 1965
Description: This West Atherton estate
was extensively remodeled, expanded
and landscaped using the guiding
principles of Japanese aesthetics. Large
windows and sliding doors with pocket
shoji screens open to the exquisitely
landscaped grounds and seamlessly
integrate the interior spaces with the
property’s Japanese gardens. The formal
rooms are arranged to function as a large
unified space for grand entertaining or
as intimate salons demarcated by sliding
shoji panels. The property includes an
authentic Japanese tea house surrounded
by slate pathways that curve through
groves of bamboo, sweeps of raked gravel
and stone slab footbridges that arch over
a koi pond.

DRE#
01174998

Walking the talk in Palo Alto real estate for over 25 years.
If you walked a mile in this man's shoes, you'd likely find yourself in someplace like Green
Gables, Crescent Park, Old Palo Alto, or Downtown. With Brian’s 25 years in real estate on the
Peninsula and his role as an active, lifelong community volunteer, it's a path few can claim.
In-depth local knowledge, proven expertise, trusted integrity, and a loyal community network.
Brian Chancellor – yes, the shoe fits.

Visit BrianChancellor.com or call 650.303.5511
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WHY SUPPORT

LOCAL
JOURNALISM?
Our subscribing members
say it best...

“

I am impressed with your staff reporting
the local news exactly as it happens without
a biased agenda. As a senior citizen, I have
seen journalism degenerate to becoming
a platform for the personal biases of the
writer and presented in that way ... I will
stick with you.

”

- Ann S.

Will you join the thousands of others
supporting local journalism?
Now’s your moment to step up when we need you the most.
Subscribe now at PaloAltoOnline.com/join
You can also subscribe for one year by mailing a check for $120
($60 for seniors and students) to us at 450 Cambridge Ave., Palo Alto 94306.
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Arts & Entertainment
A weekly guide to music, theater, art, culture, books and more, edited by Karla Kane

Pacific Art League goes
‘Beyond 2020’ with new exhibition
Venerable Palo Alto arts organization celebrates
its 99th anniversary despite pandemic restrictions
by Sheryl Nonnenberg

F

communication tool. The exhibition was open to Bay Area artists who could hand-deliver their
work if they wished to compete
for space at the onsite gallery.
Artists also had the option to submit JPEG files. Artists had to pay
a submission fee, as the event is
a fundraiser for the organization,
but Culpepper believes that this
year’s show offered even more
benefits than usual.
“We had two amazing jurors, 10
prize awards, three full months of
viewing time, offers of submission
sponsors and 60% of sales going
directly to the artists. In addition,
the artist behind this year’s Best
of Show (Katherine Filice for her
ink on paper “Memory April”)
will have a monthlong solo show
in the main gallery once the
building reopens.”
The jurors selected for this
year’s competition have years
of experience as artists, instructors and curators. Ric Ambrose
works in large-scale drawings
and has curated numerous museum exhibitions. Chun-Hui Yu
is a painter and has taught Chinese brush painting and calligraphy at San Jose City College
and at PAL. Both said that they
were impressed with the high
quality of submissions. Ambrose
explained that the goal was to accept 100 works of art, which was
roughly half of the total number
submitted. Ambrose and Yu separately selected works then met,

“Croquet” by Dana Shields.
in future, the displays will change
every two weeks so that all of the
selected pieces can be seen. It is
a clever way to work around the
shuttered building and enlivens
the neighborhood, as the windows
are illuminated at night. As Culpepper noted, “We had to find a
way to think outside the box and
outside the building.”
Having surmounted the obstacles presented by the pandemic
this year, PAL can look ahead
to next year and their centennial commemoration. Culpepper expressed optimism for the
future, based on how “Beyond

2020” came together. “For the
Art League itself the greatest reward is having art again online
and outside, lighting up our windows on the world. But we hope
our gift to the community is rewarding as well — beautiful art
for the public to view, enjoy and
celebrate.”
The Pacific Art League is
located at 668 Ramona St., Palo
Alto. For more information and to
view the online exhibition, go to
pacificartleague.org. Q
Freelance writer Sheryl
Nonnenberg can be emailed at
nonnenberg@aol.com.

Courtesy Pacific Art League

Courtesy Pacific Art League

“Memory April” by Katherine Filice.

via Zoom calls, to compare their
choices. They continued to cull
the list until reaching the desired
number. Award winners were reviewed in person and announced
at a virtual opening that took
place on Oct. 2.
Yu shared her criteria for selecting art.
“The first part is objective and
includes technique, composition,
color and light. The second part is
subjective: creativity, imagination,
emotion and feelings.”
She added that she feels that
competitions like this are important, “to promote art and artists,
encourage artists to create and inspire and support the community
through these times.”
A scroll through the online
gallery reveals that the show has
something for everyone. Enjoy
the sunny landscapes of Early
California art? Check out David
Stonesifer’s bucolic “Saratoga
History Orchard” or the rolling
hills in Jack Culpepper’s “Golden State.” The cool stillness of
Edward Hopper is mirrored in
Mara Catherine Sippel’s painting
“Lights Out.” And if the chiaroscuro contrasts found in the
photography of Edward Weston
intrigue you, Marj Green’s “Seeing the World Through Curtains”
is sure to please. Joan Hancock’s
“Safe” is a portrait of a woman
against a patterned background,
reminiscent of Henri Matisse.
The intricate work of Dutch
Masters is reflected in Nicole
Golko’s stunning still-life “Oranges and Poppies.” And if abstraction is more your thing, Ken
Brenner’s “Cascade” is a splash
of complementary colors with
a push/pull motif, similar to the
work of Hans Hoffman. For those
of us who cannot afford blue-chip
prices, exhibitions like this offer
a way to acquire affordable art as
well as to support local artists and
venerable teaching organizations
like PAL.
There is also an opportunity
to see some of the art in person,
even though PAL remains closed.
Throughout the course of the exhibition, art will be installed on
wall panels inside the perimeter
windows. Currently, the display
includes the award winners but,

Courtesy Pacific Art League

or most nonprofit visual arts
organizations, staying afloat
is challenging even in the best
of times. A pandemic presents
even more difficulties, as venues
remain closed and interaction is
limited. The Pacific Art League
(PAL) has decided to brave the
storm and hold its annual anniversary exhibition while finding
innovative ways to work around
COVID-19 restrictions. The result is “Beyond 2020,” a juried
competition encompassing work
in a variety of media that can be
viewed, until Dec. 31, on the organization’s website and in the
League’s windows in downtown
Palo Alto.
This year marks 99 years that
PAL has been in existence. Anniversary committee chair Kay
Culpepper described the process
that led to the decision to hold the
show.
“As the virus wore on, it became apparent that we needed this
exhibition more than ever before.
Now came the task of ‘How to do
it in the midst of a pandemic?’
Our amazing committee made
up of members, artists, instructors, board members and staff
all working together made it feel
possible.”
As with previous competitions,
staff got the prospectus circulated
via call-to-artists listings and notifications to other arts organizations. Culpepper said that word
of mouth was also a powerful

“Saratoga History Orchard” by David Stonesifer.
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Welcome to 319 Walsh Road, Atherton
4 Beds | 3.5 Baths | 3,185 Sq Ft | Price Upon Request
Built in 2014 and situated on prestigious Walsh
.dBMWbsVOosdbÛsVWp oBTspaBbps|_OVdaO
offers the best of California living.
9WsVMOpWUbOobWpVOpsVodtUVdtsBbMBplBKWdtp
aBWb_OyO_dlObddol_BbÛsVWpVdaOWplOoTOKs
for any gathering. The lower level has a media
BoOBÛBbdTKOæJOModdaÛBbMTt__JBsVÛWMOB_
for guests and work from home. Experience
a backyard oasis with gardens and space for
lounging and entertaining. Steps Toda highly
acclaimed Las Lomitas Elementary School.
For a video tour & more info visit: 319walsh.com

Karin Riley
650.465.6210
karin.riley@compass.com
DRE 01725481
dalBppWpBoOB_OpsBsOJod^Oo_WKObpOMJ|sVO/sBsOdT B_WTdobWBBbMBJWMOpJ|ntB_dtpWbU#lldostbWs|_BzpàWKObpO!taJOoà__aBsOoWB_loOpObsOMVOoOWbWpWbsObMOMTdoWbTdoaBsWdbB_ltoldpOpdb_|BbMWpKdalW_OMTodapdtoKOpMOOaOMoO_WBJ_OJtsVBpbdsJOObyOoWOMà VBbUOpWbloWKOÛKdbMWsWdbÛpB_OdozWsVMoBzB_aB|JOaBMOzWsVdtsbdsWKOà!d
statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footages are approximate.

Craving a new voice in Peninsula dining?

BY E L E N A K A DVA N Y

Every other week, top local food reporter
Elena Kadvany provides insight into the
latest openings and closings, what she's
eating that she's excited about,
interviews with chefs and the
trends affecting local restaurants.

Sign up for food reporting you won't ﬁnd anywhere else at paloaltoonline.com/express
Page 26 • October 30, 2020 • Palo Alto Weekly • www.PaloAltoOnline.com

Eating Out
Coronavirus forces
more restaurant changes
The owners of Selby’s, the upscale Redwood City restaurant known for its swanky dining room,
have decided to temporarily close until spring 2021 due to declining business during the pandemic.
Photo by Sammy Dallal.

Swanky Selby’s goes on hiatus, Shalala moves on
by Elena Kadvany

Selby’s closes —
temporarily

Shalala Ramen leaves
Mountain View

Selby’s, known for its decadent menu, will still offer special holiday
menus for Thanksgiving, Christmas and New Year’s Eve and is
taking inquiries for private events.

Nigel Siri makes a drink at Selby’s restaurant shortly after the
restaurant opened in 2018 as an upscale gathering place.

Michelle Le

After a decade of serving
tonkotsu and spicy miso ramen in
Mountain View, Shalala Ramen
is permanently closing. Owner
Nobu Iwahashi is opening a new,
takeout-only concept in San Jose.
Shalala Ramen’s last day at
698 W. Dana St. was Monday,
Oct. 26.
Iwahashi said he had thought
about leaving Mountain View
before but that the decision was
accelerated by the impact of the
pandemic. Shalala’s sales are
still down 50%. With only two
outdoor tables, he’s had to sustain the business mostly on takeout while competing with other
downtown restaurants that have
more outdoor seating. He said
his landlord deferred rent for two
months, but staying afloat was
still a challenge.
“I’m looking at the future, that
the coronavirus is going to be
(here for) a couple more years.
That’s why I want to do something new,” Iwahashi said.
His new venture, called

Fugetsu, will sell packaged Japanese food, such as bento boxes,
onigiri, okonomiyaki and kushikatsu. There will be no restaurant service; it will instead
operate as a pickup operation.
Fugetsu is opening at the Saratoga Avenue shopping center that
also houses the Japanese Mitsuwa Marketplace. Iwahashi hopes
to open in November.
Shalala is not the only closure
in downtown Mountain View.
Flights on Castro Street has
closed permanently, owner Alex
Hult confirmed. The closure
followed Hult’s Mountain View
landlord suing him this summer
for back-rent payments. The lawsuit has since been settled, Hult
said.
HeyO!Eats, which served vegan fare inside Ava’s Downtown
Market & Deli, is also no more,
a market employee confirmed. Q
Staff Writer Elena Kadvany
can be emailed at ekadvany@
paweekly.com. Check out her
Peninsula Foodist blog at
PaloAltoOnline.com/blogs.

Sammy Dallal

Since March, the Selby’s dining room — with mohair walls,
custom chandeliers and table-side
martini service — has remained
dark, while the kitchen focused
instead on translating that experience into takeout and delivery.
The upscale restaurant, opened
by Bacchus Management Group
last summer on the border of
Atherton and Redwood City, will
now go on temporary hiatus until next year. The restaurant’s last
service at 3001 El Camino Real
was Sunday, Oct. 25.
“Selby’s restaurant was designed and built for the purpose
of gathering people together to
celebrate and enjoy a delicious
meal in each other’s company,”
Bacchus said in a statement.
“With winter approaching and
the ongoing shelter-in-place orders limiting indoor dining, we
have made the thoughtful decision to temporarily pause service
until spring 2021.”
Bacchus billed Selby’s as a
return to the food and glamour
of 1930s and 1940s Hollywood,
with dishes like lobster thermidor
and a $50 truffle-topped burger.
The restaurant group completely
gutted and rebuilt the two-story,
10,000-square-foot space. They
hoped to win a Michelin star and
Wine Spectator Grand Award,
the magazine’s highest honor.
Selby’s had all the bells and
whistles — martini carts, two

kitchens, private dining rooms, a
back staircase for VIP diners —
but lacked outdoor dining, which
has become a lifeline for many
restaurants. The location doesn’t
allow for eating outdoors, Bacchus said, and the 25% cap on
indoor capacity in San Mateo
County wouldn’t be sustainable.
In July, Bacchus Management
Group permanently closed one of
its other local restaurants, Mayfield Bakery & Cafe in Palo Alto.
The group also operates The Village Pub and The Village Bakery
in Woodside and Spruce in San
Francisco.
After Selby’s closes, the staff
will support The Village Pub and
Spruce, Bacchus said.
Selby’s will still offer special
holiday menus for Thanksgiving,
Christmas and New Year’s Eve
and is taking inquiries for private
events.

Sammy Dallal

L

ast week brought good news
about more than a dozen
eateries opening up on the
Peninsula. This week, there’s
news of two closures in the local dining scene, one temporary
and one enabling a pivot to a new
venture in the South Bay. Swanky
Selby’s restaurant is riding out
the pandemic by closing until
spring, while the popular Shalala
Ramen shuttered for good, one of
several recent closures in downtown Mountain View.

Shalala, known for its selection of ramen, closed its Mountain View doors on Oct. 26.
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995 Fictitious Name
Statement
ZHUANGZI LI AND ASSOCIATES
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
File No.: FBN668871
The following person (persons) is (are)
doing business as:
Zhuangzi Li and Associates, located at
4023 Villa Vista, Palo Alto, CA 94306,
Santa Clara County.
This business is owned by:
A General Partnership.
The name and residence address of the
registrant(s) is(are):
ZHUANGZI LI
2901 La Vista Ave.
Corona, CA 92879
FRANKLIN MARK SCHELLENBERG
4023 Villa Vista
Palo Alto, CA 94306
Registrant began transacting business
under the fictitious business name(s)
listed above on Oct. 6, 2015.
This statement was filed with the County
Clerk-Recorder of Santa Clara County on
September 30, 2020.
(PAW Oct. 16, 23, 30; Nov. 6, 2020)
ABBOTT LEARNING
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
File No.: FBN669272
The following person (persons) is (are)
doing business as:
Abbott Learning, located at 1590 Dana
Avenue, Palo Alto, CA 94303, Santa Clara
County.
This business is owned by: An Individual.
The name and residence address of the
registrant(s) is(are): MATTHEW ABBOTT
1590 Dana Avenue
Palo Alto, CA 94303
Registrant began transacting business
under the fictitious business name(s)
listed above on 9/9/2020.
This statement was filed with the County
Clerk-Recorder of Santa Clara County on
October 20, 2020.
(PAW Oct. 30; Nov. 6, 13, 20, 2020)

997 All Other Legals
APN: 154-24-024 T.S. No.: 2020-1450
Order No. 1519580cad NOTICE OF
TRUSTEE'S SALE YOU ARE IN DEFAULT
UNDER A DEED OF TRUST DATED
11/1/2018. UNLESS YOU TAKE ACTION
TO PROTECT YOUR PROPERTY, IT MAY BE
SOLD AT A PUBLIC SALE. IF YOU NEED
AN EXPLANATION OF THE NATURE OF
THE PROCEEDING AGAINST YOU, YOU
SHOULD CONTACT A LAWYER. Will sell
at a public auction sale to the highest
bidder, payable at the time of sale
inlawful money of the United States, by
a cashier's check drawn on a state of
national bank, check drawn by a state or
federal credit union, or a check drawn
by a state or federal savings and loan
association, or savings association, or
savings bank specified in Section 5102
of the Financial Code and authorized
to do business in this state will be
held by the duly appointed trustee
as shown below, of all right, title, and
interest conveyed to and now held by
the trustee in the hereinafter described
property under and pursuant to a Deed
of Trust described below. The sale will
be made, but without covenant or
warranty, express or implied, regarding
title, possession, or encumbrances, to
pay the remaining principal sum of the
note(s) secured by the Deed of Trust,
with interest and late charges thereon, as
provided in the note(s), advances, under
the terms of the Deed of Trust, interest
thereon, fees, charges, and expenses
of the Trustee for the total amount (at
the time of the initial publication of the
Notice of Sale) reasonably estimated to
be set forth below. The amount may be

greater on the day of sale. Trustor:WRP
PROPERTIES, LLC, A CALIFORNIA LIMITED
LIABILITY COMPANY Duly Appointed
Trustee: S.B.S. TRUST DEED NETWORK, A
CALIFORNIA CORPORATION Deed of Trust
recorded 11/9/2018, as Instrument No.
24062183 in book XX, page, XX of Official
Records in the office of the Recorder
of Santa Clara County, California. Date
of Sale: 11/13/2020 at 10:00 AM Place
of Sale: AT THE GATED NORTH MARKET
STREET ENTRANCE OF THE SUPERIOR
COURTHOUSE, 191 N. FIRST STREET, SAN
JOSE, CA Amount of unpaid balance and
other reasonable estimated charges:
$2,271,330.24 Street Address or other
common designation of real property:
1555 MERCY STREET MOUNTAIN VIEW,
CA 94041 A.P.N.: 154-24-024. The
undersigned Trustee disclaims any
liability for any incorrectness of the street
address or other common designation,
if any, shown above. If no street address
or other common designation is shown,
directions to the location of the property
may be obtained by sending a written
request to the beneficiary within 10 days
of the date of first publication of this
Notice of Sale. NOTICE TO POTENTIAL
BIDDERS: If you are considering bidding
on this property lien, you should
understand that there are risks involved
in bidding at a trustee auction. You
will be bidding on a lien, not on the
property itself. Placing the highest bid at
a trustee auction does not automatically
entitle you to free and clear ownership
of the property. You should also be
aware that the lien being auctioned
off may be a junior lien. If you are the
highest bidder at the auction, you are
or may be responsible for paying off all
liens senior to the lien being auctioned
off, before you can receive clear title
to the property. You are encouraged
to investigate the existence, priority,
and size of outstanding liens that may
exist on this property by contacting
the county recorder’s office or a title
insurance company, either of which may
charge you a fee for this information. If
you consult either of these resources, you
should be aware that the same lender
may hold more than one mortgage or
deed of trust on the property. NOTICE TO
PROPERTY OWNER: The sale date shown
on this notice of sale may be postponed
one or more times by the mortgagee,
beneficiary, trustee, or a court, pursuant
to Section 2924g of the California Civil
Code. The law requires that information
about trustee sale postponements be
made available to you and to the public,
as a courtesy to those not present at
the sale. If you wish to learn whether
your sale date has been postponed,
and, if applicable, the rescheduled time
and date for the sale of this property,
you may call FOR SALES INFORMATION,
PLEASE CALL (855)986-9342, or visit this
Internet Web site www.superiordefault.
com using the file number assigned to
this case 2020-1450. Information about
postponements that are very short in
duration or that occur close in time to
the scheduled sale may not immediately
be reflected in the telephone
information or on the Internet Web site.
The best way to verify postponement
information is to attend the scheduled
sale. Date: 10/9/2020. S.B.S. TRUST DEED
NETWORK, A CALIFORNIA CORPORATION.
31194 La Baya Drive, Suite 106, Westlake
Village, California, 91362 (818)991-4600.
By: Colleen Irby, Trustee Sale Officer. WE
ARE ATTEMPTING TO COLLECT A DEBT,
AND ANY INFORMATION WE OBTAIN
WILL BE USED FOR THAT PURPOSE.
(10/23/20, 10/30/20, 11/6/20 TS# 20201450 SDI-19607)

The Palo Alto Weekly is adjudicated to publish in Santa Clara County.
Public Hearing Notices Resolutions • Bid Notices • Lien Sale
Trustee’s Sale • Notices of Petition to Administer Estate
Deadline is Tuesday at noon.
Call Alicia Santillan at 650-223-6578 or email asantillan@paweekly.com.
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Local food & retail happenings

GORJANA OPENS AT STANFORD
... Southern California-based
jewelry brand Gorjana has moved
into the space next to Tommy
Bahama at Stanford Shopping
Center, according to the mall’s
website. The retailer, which
announced in April 2019 its plans to
expand into at least three locations
in the Bay Area by 2020, according
to multiple media reports, opened
its first area store at San Jose’s
Westfield Valley Fair Shopping
Center for about a week before the
state implemented shelter-in-place
restrictions, forcing it to temporarily
shut down. The opening of the
Stanford store coincides with the
company’s roll out of its new fine
jewelry collection, which includes
its first 14K and 18K pieces. Since
its launch in 2014, the company
has gained popularity from its
signature casual, “California
cool” affordable jewelry line that
incorporates colorful gemstones,
textural elements and a gold finish.
Company founders Gorjana Reidel
and her husband, Jason Griffin
Reidel, built up the company from
a wholesale business, selling to
boutiques, yoga shops, spas and
resorts, to an online and brickand-mortar operation, according
to InStore magazine. The jewelry
brand can be found in more than
1,000 retail stores nationwide, as
well as the brand’s own retail sites,
which the company has been
aggressively expanding since 2016.
— L.T.
LEVI’S OPENS FIRST NEXTGEN
STORE ... Levi’s opened its first

North American NextGen store
at Stanford Shopping Center on
Sept. 29. Located next to Tender
Greens, the re-imagined shop
isn’t just about transactions,
it’s about an experience,
according to a company press
release announcing the store’s
opening. The new store features
a tailor shop where shoppers
can customize their T-shirts
with graphics, craft their own
unique creations with patches,
embroidery, colored rivets and
other elements of their choice
or sit down with an experienced
tailor to bring their vision to life.
The fitting rooms also have been
redesigned to be more open and
useful in helping consumers find
the perfect fit. Customers can
try on select fits and finishes not
carried in the store and order items
through an in-store stylist. The new
store also offers a more flexible
shopping experience: Customers
can buy items online, pick them
up in store or curbside or make
an in-store personal shopping
appointment.
— L.T.
TOKYO’S FAMED AFURI RAMEN
COMING ... Tokyo’s Afuri Ramen
+ Dumpling, famed in Japan for
its yuzu shio ramen, is opening
a new location in downtown
Mountain View. A sign for Afuri is
now hanging above the entrance
to 124 Castro St. This space has
seen numerous restaurants turn
over in recent years, including
Crawfish Bros, Chop & Pub, East
Street Tapas, East Street Tacos

and Shell Shock. Afuri opened
its first California location in
Cupertino last fall. Afuri started in
2003 as a single ramen shop at
the base of Mount Afuri in Japan.
Founder Hiroto Nakamura took
inspiration from the pristine water
that flowed down the mountain (it
was considered a sacred place
where people prayed for a good
harvest) and served a light, clear
broth, rather than the rich and
cloudy tonkotsu style. Afuri’s
chicken broth is slow cooked,
never boiled, with “natural” umami
(no MSG) from niboshi (dried
sardines), bonito flakes, kombu
and vegetables. Afuri eventually
expanded throughout Japan and
arrived in the United States in 2016
with a location in Portland, Oregon.
The Afuri Ramen + Dumpling menu
centers around the yuzu shio
ramen but also includes several
other kinds of ramen (including a
vegan broth made from hazelnuts),
gyoza, gohan (rice with toppings
like karaage, chashu pork,
bamboo shoots, slow-cooked egg
and togarashi) and small plates.
During the coronavirus shutdown,
the Cupertino restaurant also
started offering meal kits with all
the ingredients necessary to make
Afuri’s ramen at home as well as
cocktail kits. Q
— E.K.
Compiled by the Weekly staff;
this week written by Linda Taaffe
and Elena Kadvany. Got leads
on interesting and news-worthy
retail developments? The Weekly
will check them out. Email
shoptalk@paweekly.com.

Answers to this week’s puzzles, which can be found on page 35.
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Police step up patrols
as six homes targeted
for burglaries

1100 block of Hamilton Ave
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Residents have been at home asleep
when attempts or break-ins have occurred
by Palo Alto Weekly staff

N
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e
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recent overnight burglaries, the
resident contacted police on
Monday. An investigation indicated that a would-be burglar
tried to pry open the locked
window but a security rod
blocked the burglar from entering the home, according to the
announcement.
Police were alerted to another
attempted home burglary on
Tuesday around 8:20 a.m. in the
city’s St. Claire Gardens neighborhood. An elderly woman
told police of suspicious circumstances at her home in the
3300 block of South Court early
Sunday.
Around 3:15 a.m. that day, she
woke up to light coming from
her backyard and went back to
sleep when she didn’t hear any
noise. Later that morning, she
found her unlocked side yard
gate was open and a screen had
been removed from a bathroom
window, which was partially
open, police said. No one gained
access inside.
She decided to report the incident to police after a family
member informed her of recent
overnight burglaries in the city,
the police stated.
No video from home surveillance systems was available for

either attempted burglary, police
said.
The residents whose homes
were or nearly were burglarized
haven’t come face to face with
whoever carried out the crimes,
police said. There’s no evidence
that the burglar or burglars
stepped into bedrooms as people
slept.
The other attempted burglary
happened at 5:23 a.m. Sunday in
the 1100 block of Fulton Street,
just a few blocks from the 700
block of Channing. A woman
in her 70s reported a “rattling”
noise from her back door and
heard someone running from her
side yard, according to police.
Detectives are also investigating three early morning home

burglaries that happened earlier
this month. Two homes in the
Adobe Meadow neighborhood
were burglarized on Oct. 12, one
on Gailen Avenue, where two
bikes were stolen, and another
on Nathan Way, where a purse
was taken, police said. The third
crime took place on Thursday at
a Hamilton Avenue residence in
the Crescent Park neighborhood,
where a couple’s electronics and
car keys were stolen, though no
vehicle was taken.
The Police Department said
overnight residential burglaries
“extremely rare,” though it noted
the recent incidents are exceptions. The agency recommends
the public take precautions to
prevent their homes from getting

burglarized, such as locking side
yard gates and leaving a spare
key with a neighbor instead of
in a hidden place outside of their
home. More crime prevention
tips can be found at cityofpaloalto.org/StopCrime.
Anyone with information
about the recent burglaries and
attempted burglaries is asked to
call the department’s 24-hour
dispatch center at 650-3292413. Anonymous tips can be
emailed to paloalto@tipnow.org
or sent by text message or voicemail to 650-383-8984. Tips can
also be submitted anonymously
through the police’s free mobile app, downloadable at bit.ly/
PAPD-AppStore or bit.ly/PAPDGooglePlay. Q

Police

Binder told the council. “We
see value in them and what they
can add to the service to the
community.”
While council members generally lauded these moves, some argued that the city should consider
more dramatic changes. Council
member Lydia Kou suggested that
the city further explore the service
model used in Eugene, Oregon,
where clinical professionals replace police officers in responding
to calls that involve mentally ill
or intoxicated individuals under a
program known as Cahoots (Crisis
Assistance Helping Out On The
Streets).
Council member Alison Cormack proposed having some 911
calls answered by the Community
Services Department, which already has partnerships with various
community nonprofits that provide
social services, rather than police.
“I’m not convinced that, if we
do have social workers, that they
should be part of the Police Department,” Cormack said. “In the same
way as when you call dispatch you
might get a fire resource, you might
get a police resource, perhaps you
would get social services resources.
... I want us to think broadly about

how that might be structured.”
The Monday discussion marked
the council’s transition from the
“data gathering” phase of the complex effort to a new stage in which
the members identify gaps and
flaws in existing policies and programs. The council is scheduled to
formally adopt changes to some of
these policies on Nov. 16.
One idea that the council has
already discarded is to combine
the police and fire departments
into a single Department of Public
Safety. Several council members,
most notably Greg Tanaka and Liz
Kniss, expressed some enthusiasm
for such a model in June, though
after further exploration they
concurred with staff that such a
change would not be suitable for
Palo Alto, which is one of few cities in the area that runs its own
ambulance service.
According to a report from City
Manager Ed Shikada, the Fire
Department’s medical transport
service “does not lend itself to easily consolidating public safety line
level staff.”
Several council members also
said Monday that they would like
to expand the scope of the city’s
independent police auditor, OIR

Group. Currently, OIR Group reviews only those use-of-force incidents in which an officer shoots
someone, deploys a Taser or is
involved in an incident that leads
to a complaint. Palo Alto is also
the only city on OIR Group’s list
of clients that excludes internal
conflicts within the department
from the auditors’ scope, auditor
Michael Gennaco told the council
on Sept. 28.
While the council didn’t specify
on Monday what kind of changes it
wants to see in the auditor contract,
Vice Mayor Tom DuBois suggested having the OIR Group conduct
annual performance audits on department operations, while Kou
recommended having the auditor
review the city’s agreement with its
police unions.
DuBois and Cormack had also
previously supported expanding
OIR Group’s contract to involve
more types of force, including incidents that don’t involve formal
complaints.
DuBois has also been working
with Council member Eric Filseth
on reviewing the department’s policies on transparency and accountability. Both said they had some
concerns about how well officers

are complying with a department
policy requiring them to report
incidents in which they witness a
colleague using excessive force.
Each alluded to the 2018 arrest
of Gustavo Alvarez at Buena Vista
Mobile Home Park, which led to a
$572,500 settlement from the city.
Surveillance footage from the arrest showed Sgt. Wayne Benitez
slamming Alvarez’s head on the
hood of a vehicle. Neither he nor
any of the other officers involved
in the incident had reported that
force was used during the arrest
(Benitez, now retired, is currently
facing misdemeanor assault charges relating to this arrest).
“I don’t think either of us believes there’s a systemic culture of
violence in our Police Department
or anything like that, but the Alvarez case is concerning. ... Had
it not been for this video that surfaced months later, no one would
have even known about it,” Filseth said. “We’d like to understand,
how do we make sure that was a
one-off thing and an outlier, and
not something that goes on every
week?” Q
Staff Writer Gennady Sheyner
can be emailed at gsheyner@
paweekly.com.
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being included in the PERT program and that it plans to have a clinician working with officers by the
end of the year. He said the PERT
program creates a model to which
many law enforcement agencies are
turning.
“It’s the way to go,” Binder said.
The partnership is far from certain, however. Because PERT is a
county program, the city doesn’t
know what kind of resources it will
receive.
“The only downside I can think
of is the county has only so many
slots and only so much money and
only so many bodies they can give
us,” Binder said.
In addition to seeking to participate in PERT, the department
is looking to hire more community
service officers to deal with lowlevel calls such as a noninjury car
accident, signing off on citations,
investigating parking violations or
taking a report about a crime.
“We have two right now and
we’re ... going through the process
of getting more on board, especially in light of these conversations,”

Al

am

(continued from page 5)

C
El

ews of recent burglaries
and attempted burglaries in Palo Alto led two
residents to come forward to report someone tried to enter their
homes during the early morning
hours on Sunday, Oct. 25, police
said.
The two new incidents bring
the city’s total to six burglaries
or attempted burglaries that have
happened within a two-week
span, police stated in a press release Tuesday.
In response, the agency announced plans this week to
increase overnight patrols in
marked and unmarked vehicles
in residential neighborhoods.
One of the attempted burglaries happened sometime between 3:15 and 4:15 a.m. in the
700 block of Channing Avenue,
just off Middlefield Road in the
Community Center neighborhood. A man said he woke up to
sounds of rattling and banging,
which caused his young child to
wake up and cry, according to
police.
He walked around his home
and found a living room window
slightly open. The man then comforted his child and went back to
sleep, according to police.
After he learned about the

Palo Alto police have reported six home burglaries or attempted burglaries that have occurred in
October while residents have been home.
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Stephanie Fitch resigns from Ravenswood
Stephanie Fitch, who was elected in 2018 on a campaign of reform
and change, is resigning from the Ravenswood City School District
Board of Education. Fitch announced her resignation at the end of
the board’s virtual meeting last Thursday, Oct. 22.
“Due to unforeseen family circumstances, I will no longer be a resident of East Palo Alto and thereby be unable to serve on the board,”
she said. “It has been an absolute honor to work alongside such brilliant, passionate and dedicated people. I appreciate everyone’s support and respect for the privacy of my family during this time.”
Her resignation is effective immediately, according to board President Ana Maria Pulido.
Fitch, an English curriculum manager at Redwood City charter
school organization Summit Public Schools, grew up in East Palo
Alto but attended Palo Alto schools through the Voluntary Transfer
Program. She graduated from Palo Alto High School.
Fitch’s 2018 campaign focused on communication, data-driven
decision making and transparency. She served as vice president during her first year on the board, which saw the forced resignation of
former Superintendent Gloria Hernandez-Goff and the interim (and
later permanent) appointment of Superintendent Gina Sudaria.
The Ravenswood school board was scheduled to hold a special
meeting on Thursday to discuss whether to hold a special election or
make a provisional appointment to replace Fitch. Under board bylaw,
the board must replace Fitch within 60 days. Q
—Elena Kadvany

Makayla Miller,
top left, a college
freshman and Palo
Alto High School
graduate from
East Palo Alto,
checks in with
her Big Homie
Project mentor,
Jazmine Brown,
over FaceTime in
September.

(continued from page 9)

and gave her access to research
projects he’s working on.
Vilson grew up in Maryland,
where he didn’t see any Black
doctors. He now has two younger
siblings attending medical school.
He realized that having someone
in their family who had already
blazed that path helped them do
so, too.
“Being able to see someone
close to you, it helps motivate people behind you ... but if you don’t
have that direct access to someone,
it’s hard for you to believe that or
to have faith in yourself,” he said.
The power of the Big Homie
Project relationships, no matter the
field or profession, Vilson said, is
empowering Black youth through
the feeling that “I can do that, too.”
With many schools still closed
due to the coronavirus and a renewed national conversation about
racial injustice, Diep sees the Big
Homie Project’s work supporting
Black youth as more critical than
ever.

Courtesy Makayla Miller

News Digest

Big Homie Project

“We’re collectively doing the
work in real life in hopes to drive
change and also encourage other
people to take action in real life,”
she said. “It’s going to take more
than just being upset or angry
about the state that we’re in for real

change to happen.”
For more information about
the Big Homie Project, go to bighomieproject.org. Q
Staff Writer Elena Kadvany
can be emailed at ekadvany@
paweekly.com.

being vastly improved and nowhere
near the experience of attending a
high school,” he said. “I just don’t
want to confuse those two things.
You cannot replicate interactions.”
In response to a question from
Gunn student board representative
Thomas Li about whether teachers
who don’t want to come back to
work in person will be forced to,
Austin said the district’s top focus
is student needs. (Employees who
have gone through a formal process
with human resources for staying
at home, such as those with an underlying health condition, will be
prioritized, he said.)
Li also told the board that some
high school students who plan to
choose full distance learning are
worried they’ll be behind their
peers who return to school in
person.
“They want equal access to
teachers and to course options,
instructional hours, synchronous
learning,” he said. “A lot of students are worried they’re going to

be indirectly penalized for choosing distance learning because
resources or attention will be diverted to hybrid students at their
expense.”
Board member Jennifer DiBrienza asked whether the district
is preparing for the increased risk
of COVID-19 because of families
traveling over Thanksgiving and
winter break and then students
coming to campuses in person.
Austin said other school districts
are asking families who are traveling for the holidays to self-quarantine for a certain number of days
before students return to schools.
The board will discuss a final
version of the reopening plan for
secondary schools at its next meeting on Nov. 10. Families will be
asked to choose between the hybrid model and committing to full
distance learning the next day, on
Nov. 11. Q
Staff Writer Elena Kadvany
can be emailed at ekadvany@
paweekly.com.

Council incumbents retain cash edge
With just days to go until Election Day, Palo Alto City Council
member Greg Tanaka continues to enjoy a commanding lead in cash
raised over his nine opponents in the council race, even as five other
candidates saw a significant uptick of contributions over the past
month.
The latest campaign finance statements, which were due Oct. 22,
showed that Tanaka raised $88,139 for his reelection campaign, more
than any other candidate, with much of that money coming in the
form of large contributions from developers and Realtors.
City Council member Lydia Kou, who is also seeking reelection,
raised $67,272.95. Her largest contribution came from G. Leonard
Baker, a partner at Sutter Hill Ventures, who donated $5,000.
The campaign documents also show a very tight race between five
other candidates — former Mayor Pat Burt, Planning and Transportation Commissioner Ed Lauing, Planning and Transportation
Chair Carolyn “Cari” Templeton, attorney Steven Lee and engineer
Raven Malone. All of them have raised more than $40,000 for their
campaigns by late October, documents show. Q
—Gennady Sheyner

City prepares to revise police manual
Facing political pressure and litigation over recent episodes of violent arrests by Palo Alto officers, the city is preparing to revise the
Police Department’s policy manual to ban techniques that restrict
blood and air flow and to add new policies requiring de-escalation.
The revisions intend to bring the city closer to complying with 8
Can’t Wait, a national campaign launched by the nonprofit Campaign Zero, though in some cases they stray from the project’s
recommendations.
One such area is the city’s policy for shooting at moving vehicles.
The 8 Can’t Wait campaign recommends banning the practice. Palo
Alto’s policy discourages firing shots at — or from — a moving vehicle, noting that they are “rarely effective and may involve additional
considerations and risks,” but stops well short of a ban.
While the city’s Human Relations Commission urged the Police
Department to specify in its policy that shooting at moving vehicles
is “banned, unless a person poses a deadly threat,” Chief Robert
Jonsen said he would oppose such a description and advocated for
giving officers more leeway in situations where someone may be
driving into a crowd.
Palo Alto is also diverging from 8 Can’t Wait by avoiding the use
of what’s known as the “use of force continuum,” guidelines that
restrict the most severe types of force to the most extreme situations.
The department’s revised policy offers a chart with examples of what
type of force is appropriate for different types of situations. The
policy, however, authorizes officers to use whatever force they deem
reasonable in a given situation.
In other areas, the city’s new policies largely align with 8 Can’t
Wait. The department had previously banned the use of chokeholds
and carotid holds. Now, it is expanding the policy to ban any technique that is “deliberately applied for the purpose of restricting blood
flow or air flow to the head or neck.” Q
—Gennady Sheyner
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Distance learning
(continued from page 7)

days a week and learning remotely
three days a week. Palo Alto Unified teachers, rather than a thirdparty vendor, will continue to provide online instruction, which the
district had considered.
If asked to make a decision today, 61% of students and families
who responded to the survey said
they would choose the hybrid
model and 39% said full distance
learning. But nearly half of respondents said they didn’t have enough
information to make that decision.
Austin has been a firm advocate
for reopening schools as soon as
safely possible, particularly for
students who struggle with remote
learning and need face-to-face
support, despite the fact that the
quality of distance learning has
improved since schools first closed
in the spring.
“There’s a difference between
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Upfront

Families
(continued from page 5)

Palo Alto Unified School District
Board of Education.
Dharap’s parents and his sister,
who live nearby, care for Aarchi
part time, but Jefferson’s parents,
who live in the same Fairmeadow
neighborhood as his parents, cannot have physical contact with
their granddaughter due to their
age and higher risk for severity of
COVID-19, he said.

‘It took months to
shake out what a
sustainable schedule
that works looks like.’
– Shounak Dharap,
Palo Alto resident

PUBLIC HEALTH

About those holiday
get-togethers ...
County, state and CDC guidelines discourage family
gatherings but offer advice on minimizing risk
by Palo Alto Weekly staff

D

espite the pull of family celebrations over the
upcoming holidays, such
as Diwali, Thanksgiving, Rosh
Hashanah and Christmas, public health authorities strongly
discourage bringing members
of different households together because of the potential to
spread the coronavirus.
“Indoor gatherings are particularly risky, and gatherings
should be held outdoors to the
greatest extent possible,” Santa
Clara County’s latest Risk Reduction Order states.
However, the state as of Oct.
9 does allow outdoor private
gatherings of no more than three
households, providing attendees follow public health rules
of maintaining social distance,
wearing masks, practicing good
hygiene and more.
Gatherings should also be kept
short — two hours or less, according to the state’s guidelines.
Anyone who is feeling sick
with COVID-19-like symptoms,
has been exposed to someone
with the coronavirus recently,
has been tested for COVID-19
and either not yet received the
results of the test or tested positive should stay home, multiple
health guidelines state.
The U.S. Centers for Disease

Control (CDC) notes that several
factors contribute to the risk of
getting infected or infecting others with the virus, and family
members need to consider those
before planning to celebrate together. Those include the levels
of COVID-19 in the communities in which they live and to
which they’re traveling; the behaviors of other family members
prior to the gathering (people
who engage in risky behaviors
endanger those who practice
preventative measures); and the
numbers of people who will be at
the event — fewer is better.
Taking what may seem like
extreme precautions can also
help ensure that the holiday is
a happy one — both during and
afterward. The CDC advises
people who decide to attend an
in-person holiday gathering to
strictly avoid contact with people
outside of their household for 14
days before the event.
It does not mention getting
tested for the coronavirus before
the holiday, perhaps because the
test doesn’t detect antibodies in
people who are very recently
exposed, although in combination with a 14-day pre-holiday
quarantine, a negative test result
could only increase people’s
peace of mind. Q
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on their plans this year, he said.
“Diwali is a big celebration at
my parents’ but it’s not happening
this year. It’s a little sad. A baby’s
first Diwali is a big deal. We’ll do
a little something at home,” he
said.
While they try to give their
daughter more social exposure,
Dharap and Jefferson’s own social
isolation as new parents is compounded by COVID-19.
“You hear about reprieves new
parents get such as to go out on
a date night,” he said, but he and
Jefferson can’t bring in a sitter
or a family member to watch the
baby, and there aren’t many places
they can go anyway.
Like many people, most of their
social interactions come from
work, although most of that is virtual, along with a few game nights
on Zoom, he said.
In January, the couple plans to
re-evaluate and possibly expand
their social bubble. One thing
to consider: child care. Because
of his work with school reopenings through the school district,
Dharap said he has a greater comfort level about child caregivers
than does Jefferson, an operations
manager at a startup.
For now, his parents care for
Aarchi four hours a day on Mondays through Thursdays when he
goes to court for cases or takes
depositions.
“It took months to shake out
what a sustainable schedule that
works looks like,” he said, adding
that he accommodates an 11- to
12-hour workday starting at 4
a.m., and in the afternoon, he can
work at his computer with one
hand while holding his daughter
with the other or pick up additional work time after she is asleep.
If COVID-19 has any silver
lining, Dharap said he is able to
have a better work/life balance —
and to spend more time with his
daughter.
“Being able to be at home with
my baby for the last eight months
is an absolute joy,” he said.

Living alone

P

alo Alto resident Chuck
Sieloff hadn’t seen his
daughter and her family who live in Paso Robles for
months, he said.
Before the virus, he would visit
her every month or two, but after
the coronavirus struck, all of his
visits were through FaceTime.
This past weekend, however, they
finally reunited in person.
The intervening months were
rough on his daughter’s family.
One of his college-age grandsons
brought the coronavirus home to
Paso Robles. Sieloff’s daughter
and a granddaughter became infected and were sick for a couple
of months, he said.
“What’s kind of weird is I’m
supposed to be the one who is
vulnerable. In fact, it’s my kids,”
Sieloff, 78, said. “I feel almost a
survivor’s guilt. I’m the one who’s
supposed to be vulnerable and
coddled.”
He has also not seen his other
daughter’s family often, who

Magali Gauthier

“We’re not even seeing them.
We didn’t include them in our
bubble. We had expectations and
were looking forward to having
grandparent help,” he said. “So
we do drive-bys” instead.
The separation is disconcerting,
he added.
“I’m concerned that physically
she gets time with my parents but
not with Laura’s,” he said.

Meanwhile, Aarchi’s family sphere is growing in the only
way it can — through a computer
screen, he said.
“My extended family is in India, and 10 to 15 people planned
to come to meet the baby. Now
we have weekly or monthly calls
through Zoom,” he said.
It’s not the way the couple envisioned raising their child, he said.
They always thought they would
limit her screen time as she grows.
But Dharap finds it fascinating to
watch Aarchi when she meets
family on screen.
“She reacts to people on Zoom
in the same manner as if they were
in person. With some people, she
makes a ‘gimme, gimme, gimme’
motion with her hands.
“She’s developing a shocking
familiarity with the camera app
on the phone. She knows something special is happening. When
the camera goes on, she sits up.
Everybody says she’s a lot like me
— a ham,” he said.
When the holidays arrive, the
family will also miss some of
their traditions. Nov. 14 begins
the five-day Hindu celebration
of Diwali, the “festival of lights,”
symbolizing the victory of light
over darkness, good over evil,
and knowledge over ignorance.
But the virus will put a damper

Chuck Sieloff sits in front of family photos in his Palo Alto home.
The 78-year-old said all but one of his visits with family have been
over FaceTime since the COVID-19 outbreak in March.
live locally, due to concerns over
spreading the virus. When they
do meet every few weeks, it’s in
controlled settings, such as on the
patio, he said.
As Thanksgiving approaches,
he isn’t sure whether he’ll be celebrating with his family in person.
“We’ve not really talked about
it yet,” he said. “We’re feeling a
little more comfortable, but we’re
still tentative. We still have to be
cautious.”

‘I feel almost a
survivor’s guilt.
I’m the one who’s
supposed to be
vulnerable and
coddled.’
– Chuck Sieloff,
Palo Alto resident
Sieloff has also found connecting with other family members
around the country challenging.
He has three brothers-in-law and
using Zoom has proven difficult,
he said.
Plans were scrapped for a large,
first-ever family reunion this autumn during a niece’s wedding
on the East Coast. Instead, people
plan to drink a toast to the bride
and groom over Zoom and to hold
the reunion next year, he said.
Sieloff said he’s getting along
fine on his own. He’s known
most of his neighbors for a long
time and he’s not particularly
concerned for his own health. He
goes to the farmers market and to

the grocery store once a week; his
walking group wears masks and
can socially distance and there are
many Zoom-based activities he
enjoys through Avenidas Village.
Sieloff does worry about other
people, though. People he knows
joined continuing-care communities so they would have the companionship of others and activities. Since COVID-19, they’ve had
a rude awakening, he said.
“It’s very difficult. They’re confined to their rooms and there are
no socializing spaces available.
It’s not what they signed up for,”
he said.

Bringing
family together

S

usannah and Jyllian Halliburton had to come up with
a solution to their mother’s
isolation at The Sequoias, where
she received 24-hour care. Their
plan: move her out and all live together under one roof.
Jyllian Halliburton lives nearby,
and Susannah Halliburton had a
life in Washington state. Their
brother makes the East Coast his
home. Being close by meant that
Jyllian took on the caregiving responsibilities in the past until the
work became too much and then
she hired caregivers.
When the COVID-19 epidemic
took root, she could only see her
mother, Mary Ann Halliburton,
from afar at The Sequoias.
“It was really stressful. I used
to be able to give her a hug and
give her a kiss. Now a caregiver
brings her down to a checkpoint,”
she said in late August.

Upfront
She tried to take her mother
special things for her birthday and
holidays: Easter eggs in a basket;
cake and candles for her birthday. Everything went through the
checkpoint.
“It was disheartening,” said Jyllian, Avenidas senior center’s director of community engagement
and the Door-to-Door transportation/delivery program.

‘We drove up there
and the 3-year-old
was waving at her:
“Gammy — we’re
here to get you out.”’

During prior quarantines at The
Sequoias, she knew that frailer seniors often declined due to isolation, including her mother.
“I saw that even with short
quarantining what they would
do to her,” she said, noting her
mother is an extrovert. “Personally and professionally, I had a
bad feeling.”
Starting about June or July,
she saw a marked decline in her
mother. Her geriatricians at Palo
Alto Medical Foundation “are all
saying the same thing about their
clients. They’re seeing a massive
decline and people passing away.
... They think nobody cares,” she

Magali Gauthier

–Jyllian Halliburton,
director of community
engagement, Avenidas

said.
The three siblings decided to
remove their mother from The
Sequoias. Susannah gave up her
job as a child care director in Seattle to rent a house in Palo Alto
with her three sons and care for
their mother. They would bring in
caregivers for additional help.
“I felt the need to do it now. She
could pass away and we would
never see her again. In Sequoia
you can’t visit. You drive up and
wave from the car,” Susannah
said.
“It was so hard to talk to her on
the phone. She doesn’t understand.
COVID-19 made things harder to
connect. We drove up and we’d be
20 feet away and wave at her. Her
caregiver would bring her out in
her wheelchair,” she said.
Coming to Palo Alto felt right,
she said.
“It was nice to see the kids seeing her too. We drove up there and
the 3-year-old was waving at her:
‘Gammy — we’re here to get you
out.’”
The Halliburtons planned to
move their mother on Aug. 26, but
the timeline was moved up due to
another disaster: the CZU Lightning Complex wildfire.
“The smoke was very severe up
there (and) they encouraged voluntary evacuation if family was
nearby,” Jyllian said in a followup email.
When their grandmother arrived on Aug. 23, the boys were
thrilled to see her up close and

Mary Ann Halliburton holds her dog, Honey, during a family portrait taken in her Palo Alto backyard.
Her daughters, Jyllian, center, and Susannah, second from right, moved her from The Sequoias to
live with them during the COVID-19 crisis. Now, she is able to spend time with her daughters and
grandchildren Hayden, Lio and Abe, pictured above.
gave her hugs and flowers they
had picked, Susannah said.
“Ever since that day, she has
been steadily improving both
physically and cognitively. It just
confirms our suspicion that so
much of healing is emotional and
psychological. Having her grandsons around has made a huge difference in her overall demeanor.
We feel so fortunate to be able
to do this for her when so many

seniors are isolated and most
likely declining rapidly, as in her
case,” she said.
“The best part of it to me is
that she has started to talk again.
When she first came, she was
so soft spoken I couldn’t make
anything out and it took so long
to produce just one word. Now,
she’s speaking at a more normal
volume in full sentences and even
making jokes.” Q

Staff Writer Sue Dremann
can be emailed at sdremann@
paweekly.com.
About the cover: Shounak
Dharap plays with his
daughter, Aarchi, in the
backyard of their Palo Alto
home. Photo by Magali
Gauthier. Design by Douglas
Young.
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Commissioners

Castilleja

(continued from page 8)

(continued from page 5)

it would like to see more youth
voices represented on local
boards. Cormack and Kniss each
supported having a student representative on some of the commissions, with Cormack pointing at a
recent surge of support among local teenagers for a new skatepark
in Palo Alto as a good example
of local youths providing useful
feedback.
The council also agreed to retain seven seats on the Parks and
Recreation Commission, with
several members pointing to the
commission’s broad purview and
heavy workload. Council member
Lydia Kou, who along with Burt
and Tanaka is vying for election
to a term on the council, suggested that reducing the number
of seats to five — as the council
had recently done with the Human
Relations Commission and the
Public Art Commission — would
spread the commissioners too thin
in their responsibilities.
While the council did not formally enact any of the proposed
changes on Monday, Cormack and
DuBois confirmed in response to
Kou that they will not advance the
prior proposal to pare down the
Parks and Recreation Commission. Q
Staff Writer Gennady
Sheyner can be emailed at
gsheyner@paweekly.com.

If Castilleja exceeds the permitted trip level on two measured
thresholds — average daily traffic and traffic during the morning
peak hour — the school could be
required to pay fines or institute
more stringent rules. If Castilleja
misses these targets and generates more than 1,296 daily trips
and 440 morning peak trips to its
campus over three consecutive reporting periods, it would have to
reduce student enrollment in the
following academic year. There
would be two to three reporting
periods a year, according to the
conditions.
The list of conditions also includes a suite of transportationdemand-management (TDM)
programs that Castilleja would
have to adopt as part of its proposed expansion, including shuttle services, a carpool program,
mandatory ride-sharing and
events that encourage bicycling.
Chief Planning Official Amy
French called the proposal “one
of the most comprehensive programs that the city has considered
for TDM.”
To ensure that Castilleja complies with the enrollment limit,
the city’s proposed conditional
use permit would require annual
reviews by an independent auditor
who would submit written reports
to the city attesting to the number

Kiwanis Club of Palo Alto
9th Annual

Angel Award

of students enrolled for that academic year.
The city’s conditions aim to
address many of the concerns
that the project’s opponents have
cited over the past four years,
while leaving others largely unresolved. Some of the project’s
opponents, including members of
the neighborhood group Preserve
Neighborhood Quality of Life
Now (PNQLNow), have urged
the city to limit Castilleja’s enrollment increases, reject its proposal for an underground garage
and require it to launch a robust
shuttle program for students, obviating the need for additional
parking.
Some indicated Wednesday
that the city’s proposed compromise is inadequate. Leila
Moncharsh, an attorney representing PNQLNow, suggested
that the conditional use permit
drafted by city staff attempts to
micromanage the school while
not doing enough to address
its impacts on the surrounding
neighborhood. Some of the proposed conditions, she said, are
too specific, while others are too
vague or fail to actually account
for impacts.
She challenged, for example,
the city’s decision to measure
special events by the number of
attendees, rather than the number
of cars that these events bring to
the neighborhood. The city’s proposed permit allows up to 70 special events (which, by the city’s
definition, would have more than
50 attendees) and specifies that
37 of these can have more than
100 attendees.
The city’s proposed rules also
limit Saturday events to five
per year and ban Sunday events
altogether.
“This is about how the school
and the neighborhood is going
to coexist,” Moncharsh told the
commission. “And ‘coexist’

doesn’t mean coming back to
the city consistently with complaints and problems for the city
to use its expensive process for
solving.”
The city released the conditions last Friday, and Moncharsh
was one of many speakers who
supported delaying the decision
to give residents more time to
review the materials. The majority of the commission shared
that view. Led by Commissioner
William Riggs, the commission
agreed by a 6-1 vote, with Commissioner Bart Hechtman dissenting, to limit the Wednesday
hearing to public comments and
to defer most of its deliberations
to Nov. 4.
In discussing the conditions,
both the city and the project’s
critics pointed to the school’s
less-than-stellar history in following local regulations. In
2013, the city fined Castilleja
$265,000 for exceeding its enrollment cap of 415 students.
The school was also ordered to
gradually reduce its enrollment
from 448 students back to 415,
which it has been doing since
and has yet to achieve.
That violation continues to cast
a shadow over the protracted and
highly polarizing approval process. French noted Wednesday
that a lack of trust and the city’s
history of enforcement against
Castilleja have prompted more
involvement by community
members in suggesting conditions of approval, leading to a
more stringent proposal.
Nanci Kauffman, Castilleja’s
head of school, also acknowledged that trust between the
school and neighbors remains
an outstanding issue and pointed to the school’s recent efforts
to mitigate the impacts of its
operations.
“Actions speak louder than
words, and I’m keenly aware

2020 Angel Award Honoree

Dr. Philippe Rey
Exec. Dir. of Adolescent Counseling Services

Zoom Event:
Thurs., Nov. 12th, 5:00pm
Sign Up for Free Zoom Presentation:
www.KiwanisAngelAward.org
www.facebook.com/KiwanisAngelAward
Proceeds from the Angel Award in 2020 will benefit
programs, services, and scholarships for children and
youth in the Palo Alto area through the Kiwanis Club of
Palo Alto Charitable Foundation.
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CityView
A round-up

of Palo Alto government action this week

City Council (Oct. 26)
Commissions: The council discussed a proposed handbook for the city’s
boards and commission and directed its ad hoc committee to continue to refine
the rules and to eliminate policies that discourage responses to media inquiries
and that allow the council to remove commissioners at any time and for any
reason. Yes: Unanimous

Board of Education (Oct. 27)
COVID-19 update: The board heard updates on elementary school reopenings
and next steps for reopening the secondary schools. Action: None

Parks and Recreation Commission (Oct. 27)
Lighting: The commission discussed a proposal by Palo Alto Soccer Club to
install lighting at the Cubberley Community Center soccer field. Action: None
Roads: The commission received an update on the city’s safe routes, safe
streets and Summer Streets programs. Action: None

Planning and Transportation Commission
(Oct. 28)
Castilleja: The commission took public comments on the proposed conditional
use permit for Castilleja School’s modernization project and voted to continue
the hearing to Nov. 4. Yes: Alcheck, Lauing, Riggs, Roohparvar, Summa,
Templeton No: Hechtman

LET’S DISCUSS: Read the latest local news headlines and talk
about the issues at Town Square at PaloAltoOnline.com/square

that trust is not quickly re-established,” Kauffman said. “As
such we have gone beyond the
requirements of our current CUP
by reducing events each year and
by decreasing traffic by 31% as a
way to prove our ability to succeed with trip reduction.
“Yet despite these efforts, we
know that trust is not enough.
Going forward, we will be an under ever-present microscope, including electronic monitoring, to
make sure we comply with stringent trip thresholds and to ensure
compliance by a third party.”
Many attendees to the virtual
meeting urged the commission
to advance the project. Some
praised Castilleja as a responsible neighbor, others emphasized
the high quality of its education,
while others spoke more broadly
about the need to support STEM
education for women.
Glowe Chang, a Bryant Street
resident who lives across the
street from Castilleja, called the
school an “incredible neighbor”
that has “succeeded in running
the school without disrupting a
residential neighborhood.”
Jason Stinson, who lives near
Palo Alto High, also said he
supports Castilleja’s project and
suggested that some of the city’s
conditions — including its demand that the school reduce its
special events by 22% — go too
far. (Kauffman said the list of
events includes parent-teacher
conferences, dance recitals and
showcases of student projects.)
“This seems like an undue
burden to place on a well-established school that’s already done
so much to reduce neighborhood
impacts,” Stinson said.
But other residents suggested
that the proposed enrollment
numbers are too high and urged
the city to take a harder line with
the school. Under Castilleja’s
phased plan, the number of students would go up to 490 once it
completes building its garage. It
would then steadily increase to
540 once its new academic buildings are in place.
Hank Sousa, a neighbor who
is involved with PNQLNow,
said most members of his group
wouldn’t object to a more modest
enrollment increase. The school’s
existing conditional use permit,
which dates back to 2000, allowed an 8% increase in enrollment, bringing enrollment from
385 to 415. A similar increase
today would bring enrollment up
to 448 students, he noted.
“We lived with that before; we
can live with that again,” Sousa
said.
Sousa and other neighbors also
suggested that Castilleja consider
a program in which parents drop
off students at satellite parking
lots and allow shuttles to bring
them to school.
“It would knock off 600 to 800
car trips daily so it would really
make the neighbors happy and
reduce the whole environmental
impact,” he said. Q
Staff Writer Gennady Sheyner
can be emailed at gsheyner@
paweekly.com.

Attorney | Developer

Experience.
Integrity.
Knowledge.
Home has never
been more important.
Helping buyers and
sellers navigate their
real estate needs during
these challenging times.

Realtor®
650.946.8122
carolyn.keddington@compass.com
DRE 01490400

HELLO@KEIREALTY.COM

Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Number
01527235. All material presented herein is intended for informational purposes only and is compiled from sources deemed reliable
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accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footage are approximate.

Down
1 Golden State, informally

Fourplex | 4 units (3/2) (2/1) (2/1) (1/1)
3,492 sq. ft. | 7,200 sq. ft. lot
List price $1,988,000
Newly renovated 4 unit fourplex in the central Cambrian Park
neighborhood. Spacious 3 bed /2 bath owner’s unit with
private garage, two large 2 bed /1 bath units, and one 1 bed
/1 bath unit all with dedicated carport parking. Conveniently
located near Los Gatos and Campbell, the multifamily unit
JObOspTodasVOJOpssVBsJdsVsVOpOKWsWOpVByOsddTTOoà
dKBsOMaWbtsOpTodasdlOal_d|OopWbK_tMWbU!OsW{BbM
Good Samaritan Hospital while also being a stone’s throw away
from outdoor spaces like the Los Gatos Creek County Park
and the Vasona Reservoir. Easy access to major thoroughfares
including highways 85 and 17 and San Tomas Expressway.

Carolyn
Aarts
Keddington

Across
1 Completely chill
5 Cat’s resting spot
8 “Sweat smile” or “money-mouth face,” e.g.
13 Et ___ (Latin for “and others”)
14 Golden ___ O’s (cereal variety that
somehow exists)
16 Fix with a needle
17 ITEMS IN THE FREEZER
20 ITEMS IN THE FREEZER
21 Affectionate greeting (that I’m guessing
there will be a lot of when this is done)
22 Raphael’s weapon, in “Teenage Mutant
Ninja Turtles”
23 Gallery offering
24 RaÌz c˙bica de ocho
27 Long sandwich
29 Makeshift car cleaners
32 Exclamations that have their moments?
34 Ewe’s mate
36 Answer a stimulus
40 ITEMS IN THE REFRIGERATOR
44 Phone maker from Finland
45 “Born in the ___”
46 New employee
47 Degs. for many professors
50 Alternatives to Macs
52 It’s usually due April 15
53 Breakfast hrs.
56 Android program
58 Carp in some ponds
60 ITEMS IN THE VEGETABLE CRISPER
67 ITEMS IN THE VEGETABLE CRISPER
68 Words before ante
69 It ended on April 9 this year
70 Musk of Tesla Motors
71 Bedding item
72 Get the idea
73 Some TV rooms

3873 Starview Drive, San Jose

408.246.8888

2 “30 Rock” star Baldwin
3 Longest possible sentence
4 Go together perfectly
5 With “The,” 2008 Mike Myers flop
6 Carpet calculation
7 Stereotypical ‘80s hairdos
8 Words in the middle of everyone’s favorite
Napoleon-based palindrome
9 Alternate nickname for Sporty Spice (as
opposed to Scary)
10 Home of Suntory’s headquarters
11 2000 World Series MVP Derek
12 “___ let you down!”
15 Green “Sesame Street” character
18 “It’s either them ___”
19 Karmann ___ (classic VW model)

3873Starview.com

KEIREALTY.COM

All material presented herein is intended for informational purposes only. Information is compiled from sources deemed reliable but is subject to errors,
omissions, changes in price, condition, sale, or withdraw without notice. No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurments and
square footages are approximate. Exact dimensions can be obtained by retaining the services of an architect or engineer.

“Cool, Cool” — another door opens. [#984, Apr. 2020] by Matt Jones

Answers on page 28.

For 3D tour and more
information please scan
the qr code below:

This week’s SUDOKU

Answers on page 28.

24 Rhett Butler’s last word
25 The ___ State University
26 Jonas who developed a polio vaccine
28 Actress ___ Ling of “The Crow”
30 “Despicable Me” supervillain
31 “Late Night” host Meyers
33 Omit
35 Initialism for the series of “Avengers”
movies
37 “Keep ___!” (“Don’t give up!”)
38 “Scott Pilgrim vs. the World” star Michael
39 “Jurassic Park” beast
41 God, to a Rastafarian
42 Preternatural power
43 Make retroactive, like a payment
48 “Hawaii Five-O” detective, to McGarrett

www.sudoku.name

49 Go letter by letter
51 “Bon ___” (good evening, in France)
53 Photographer Diane
54 Transform bit by bit
55 Dealt a sharp blow, in the Bible
57 Asks intrusive questions
59 “The Sky ___” (1950 Italian drama)
61 Hurt all over
62 Rapper in “Law & Order: SVU”
63 Dermatologist’s case
64 Miniature golf goal
65 English school founded by Henry VI
66 1040 IDs

© 2020 Matt Jones
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75 Tulip Lane, Palo Alto
3 Bed

6,050 Sq Ft Lot

1 Bath

$2,499,000

1,093 Sq Ft Home

Enjoy all that Palo Alto has to offer in this cheerful
Green Gables neighborhood home. Gather with family
BbMToWObMpWbTodbsdTsVOoOl_BKOdopVBoOBaOB_Wb
the comfortable living / dining main room.
{l_doObOzoOKWlOpWbsVOoOadMO_OMBbMJOBtsWTt__|
designed kitchen overlooking the backyard. Walk,
bike or drive to all of the attractions nearby that
make Palo Alto such a great place to live, including
Rinconada Park, Lucie Stern Community Center, Palo
Alto Main Library and Stanford University.
Shop for groceries at The Market in Edgewood Plaza
and say hello to Sergio, the General Manager. Enroll
KVW_MoObWbsVOO{KOlsWdbB_ltJ_WKpKVdd_p(Duveneck,
Greene and Palo Alto High - buyers to KdbTWoa
ByBW_BJW_Ws|ïàbMTWbB__|ÛKdaatsOOBpW_|sdSilicon
Valley’s top tech companies with convenient BKKOpp
sdaB]dosVdodtUVTBoOpà9O_KdaOVdaOÚï
Call Colleen for more information or to schedule a
private showing.
Video and 3D Tour Available at 75TulipLane.com

Colleen Foraker
Realtor
650.380.0085
colleen@colleenforaker.com
DRE 01349099
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Inviting Green Gables
Neighborhood Home

