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different world,
safer care
“We now know a lot more about the virus and how it’s transmitted.
We are confident that we can deliver great care, without risk of infection,
and get back to routine procedures.”
—W. Ray Kim, MD | Chief of Gastroenterology & Hepatology, Stanford Medicine

The world is ever-changing. At Stanford Health Care, we’re adapting to safely deliver
the same, excellent care you have always relied on. Whether you need primary care
or our world-class specialty services—including cancer care, cardiovascular health,
neuroscience, and orthopaedics—we’re here for you.
We’re taking every precaution to protect your health:
U.S. News & World Report recognizes
Stanford Health Care among the top
hospitals in the nation. Ranking based
on quality and patient safety.

• Testing for COVID-19 before most procedures and to track the health of
our workforce
• Rigorous standards, including COVID-19 health screenings at entrances,
comprehensive PPE use, enhanced air filtration, and application of chemicals
and UV light to sanitize spaces
• Convenient care, with expanded access to remote video visits and contactless
check-in/check-out available through our MyHealth app when visiting our
facilities in-person
To learn more and book an appointment, visit: stanfordhealthcare.org/resumingcare
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STUNNING CUSTOM MASTERPIECE
705 CHARLESTON COURT, PALO ALTO
This extraordinary masterpiece developed by BWB Properties and designed by the Shift Group encompasses the quintessential indoor/outdoor lifestyle with a
harmonious blend of traditional and contemporary styles. Located on a cul-de-sac in Palo Alto this residence offers over 3,000 square feet of living space with 4 bedrooms
and 3 1/2 bathrooms situated over two levels. This newly re-built home has been expertly designed with all of the modern conveniences and custom designer details
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DISTINGUISHING FEATURES OF THE HOME INCLUDE:

•

4 Bedrooms, 3 1/2 Bathrooms

•

Living area: 3,130 sq ft per architects plans

•
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and built-in shelving

•
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OFFERED AT $4,498,000 | WWW.705CHARLESTON.COM

(650) 400-2718
lhunt@serenogroup.com
DRE# 01009791

(650) 269-7266
laurel@serenogroup.com
DRE# 01747147

www.LeannahandLaurel.com
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Upfront

Local news, information and analysis

Can city’s housing stock grow by 36%?
Under proposed regional mandate, Palo Alto would
have to allow 10K new residences by 2031
by Gennady Sheyner

S

ometime in early 2021, city
planners throughout the Bay
Area will receive a daunting
assignment: a mandate to accommodate their cities’ “fair share”
of the region’s projected housing
growth.
Each of the 101 cities and nine

counties that make up the Association of Bay Area Governments
(ABAG) will receive a portion of
the 441,176 housing units that the
California Department of Housing
and Community Development has
assigned to the Bay Area for the
next cycle of the Regional Housing

Needs Allocation (RHNA), which
will run from 2023 to 2031. The
state agency had also determined
that 114,442 of these units — or
25.9% of the total — should be
designated for those in the “very
low” income category.
While the numbers for each
city and county won’t be formally
adopted until early next year, the
Association of Bay Area Governments offered a preview of what’s
to come on Oct. 15, when its

Executive Board adopted a methodology for doling out the allocations, completing a complex and
contentious exercise that began in
fall 2019.
The committee, which consists
of elected leaders from various
ABAG jurisdictions, endorsed by
a 24-9 vote the methodology developed by its Housing Methodology Committee. That committee,
chaired by Berkeley Mayor Jesse
Arregu’n, concluded its year of

deliberations on Sept. 18 by adopting what’s known as Alternative
8A. Its decision was subsequently
affirmed on Oct. 1 by ABAG’s Regional Planning Committee and on
Oct. 15 by the Executive Board.
The approved alternative spreads
the responsibility for new housing
throughout the Bay Area, though
it does so unevenly. It directs most
of the housing toward cities that
(continued on page 14)

CITY HALL

Commissioners
bristle at
proposed rules
Guide discouraging media
contact called ‘dictatorial’
by Gennady Sheyner

A

Magali Gauthier

College Terrace resident Laura Forrest is taking an innovative approach to delivering candy this Halloween: When she sees visitors,
she’ll send candy down a contactless chute.

COMMUNITY

To avoid COVID-19 scare, Halloween
celebrations take on different look
Residents, cities plan for safe alternatives to traditional trick-or-treating
by Sue Dremann

F

rom virtual Halloween
carnivals to neighborhood costume parades to
a candy chute to deliver treats
hands-free, cities and residents
throughout the Midpeninsula
are gearing up for the holiday in creative and safer ways
amid the COVID-19 pandemic
— while still maintaining a

festive spirit.
Gone this year will be the pilgrimage of thousands to Palo
Alto’s Waverley and Ramona
streets for elaborate Halloween
carnivals and decorations put on
by business and tech executives
Laurene Powell Jobs, Larry Page
and Marissa Mayer. The city isn’t
issuing event permits and no

police resources have been assigned to any Halloween events,
city spokesperson Meghan Horrigan-Taylor said. Police have
also contacted previous Halloween permit event holders regarding the Santa Clara County
Public Health Department’s
guidelines and the city’s advice
about safer forms of celebration,

which include small, home-based
gatherings, she said.
Some cities and organizations
are encouraging people to trade
their traditional trick-or-treat
activities and parties for scaledback events. Up to and on Halloween, residents can partake in
socially distanced events: Palo
Alto will host a Jack-O-Jaunt
pumpkin-carving contest and
exhibition on California and University avenues on Oct. 30, 5:308 p.m.; Filoli Historic House and
Garden’s sold-out Howl at the
Moon event features a Halloween scavenger hunt, garden stroll
and howl; Menlo Park will have a
virtual Halloween Hoopla event;
and Mountain View will hold a

new push by the Palo Alto
City Council to strengthen
its control over the city’s
system of boards and commission
is facing backlash from some of the
volunteers who serve on these advisory bodies and who argued Monday the rules will chill free speech
and deter residents from applying.
The council was scheduled to approve on Monday night a proposed
handbook for boards and commissions, which includes guidelines
that discourage commissioners
from talking to the media and require every board to submit a work
plan for council approval. The
new handbook also specifies that
the council can remove any commissioner at any time and for any
reason.
While the council delayed adoption of the new handbook until next
Monday, Oct. 26, some current and
past commissioners argued that it
should scrap some of the rules altogether. Architect Randy Popp, a
past chair of the Architectural Review Board, told the council Monday that some of the changes, if adopted, would “drastically adjust my
perspective regarding the value of
serving on a board” and deter him
from urging other professionals
from participating in the process.
Popp called the rule granting the
council the authority to remove a
member for any reason “dictatorial
and unmanageable.”
“To be removed without cause
could be permanently damaging to
an individual’s professional reputation,” Popp said. “Media and other

(continued on page 42)
(continued on page 12)

www.PaloAltoOnline.com • Palo Alto Weekly • October 23, 2020 • Page 5

Upfront
450 Cambridge Ave., Palo Alto, CA 94306
(650) 326-8210

QUOTE OF THE WEEK

PUBLISHER
William S. Johnson (223-6505)
EDITORIAL
Editor Jocelyn Dong (223-6514)
Associate Editor Linda Taaffe (223-6511)
Sports Editor Rick Eymer (223-6516)
Arts & Entertainment Editor Karla Kane (223-6517)
Home & Real Estate Editor
Heather Zimmerman (223-6515)
Express & Digital Editor Jamey Padojino
(223-6524)
Staff Writers Sue Dremann (223-6518), Elena
Kadvany (223-6519), Gennady Sheyner (223-6513)
Chief Visual Journalist Magali Gauthier (223-6530)
Photo Intern Olivia Treynor
Editorial Assistant/Intern Coordinator
Lloyd Lee (223-6526)

OUR T EAM IS IN MOT ION FOR YOU

Contributors Chrissi Angeles, Mike Berry,
Carol Blitzer, Peter Canavese, Edward Gerard Fike,
Yoshi Kato, Chris Kenrick, Jack McKinnon,
Sheryl Nonnenberg, John Orr, Monica Schreiber,
Jay Thorwaldson

This amounts to another step
backward.
—Jeff Smith, executive of Santa Clara County, on
the reopening of professional sports stadiums. See
story on page 8.

Around Town

ADVERTISING
Vice President Sales & Marketing
Tom Zahiralis (223-6570)

D E L E O N R E A LT Y, I N C .

Multimedia Advertising Sales
Elaine Clark (223-6572), Connie Jo Cotton (223-6571)
Real Estate Advertising Sales
Neal Fine (223-6583), Rosemary Lewkowitz
(223-6585)

Olivia Treynor

Michael Repka | CEO & Managing Broker | DRE #01854880
650.900.7000 | Info@deleonrealty.com
www.deleonrealty.com | DRE #01903224

Legal Advertising Alicia Santillan (223-6578)
ADVERTISING SERVICES
Advertising Services Manager
Kevin Legarda (223-6597)
Sales & Production Coordinator
Diane Martin (223-6584)
DESIGN

OF PALO ALTO

Design & Production Manager
Kristin Brown (223-6562)

VOTE WITH THE LEAGUE!

Senior Designers Linda Atilano, Paul Llewellyn
Designers Kevin Legnon, Amy Levine,
Douglas Young

BALLOT ENDORSEMENTS

PROPOSITION RECOMMENDATIONS FOR
NOVEMBER 3, 2020 GENERAL ELECTION
For more info: bit.ly/LWVCBallotRecs
Prop 15 Schools and Communities First

YES

Will raise $12 billion annually by ensuring all corporate properties pay
their fair share of property taxes.

Prop 16 Opportunity for All

YES

Reverses ban on afﬁrmative action, giving all Californians a fair
Opportunity in education, employment and contracting.

PROP 17 Restore Voting Rights

YES

YES

Seventeen-year-olds who will be 18 by the next general election will be
able to vote in the primary and special elections.

Prop 19 Property Tax Breaks

NO

Prop 19 offers tax breaks to people who do not need them.

Prop 20 Rollback on Criminal Justice Reforms

NO

Prop 20 would reinstate a “get tough” law enforcement system that
believes longer enforcement is a solution to crime, allowing state to
collect DNA and make minor theft a felony.

Prop 24 Consumer Data Privacy

NO

Would allow businesses to charge consumers more if they choose to
exercise their privacy rights and weakens the current opt-out law.
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Replace money bail system with use of pretrial risk assessment tools.
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DON’T THINK TWICE ... When you
turn in your completed election
ballot to a drop box in Santa Clara
County, you may see not just one
but two boxes standing side by
side. While the sight has raised
questions and concerns with some
community members, there’s
no need to fret. The Registrar of
Voters is using old drop boxes and
new ones debuting this election
season to handle the expected
influx of ballots leading up to Nov.
3 at certain locations. Voters can
drop off their sealed envelope
in either box, which the county
registrar promises will be safely
retrieved by Registrar of Voters
workers and returned to the office
to be processed and counted.
The front of the new boxes include
the words “Official Ballot Drop
Box” and the Santa Clara County
seal that features a rising sun
overlooking a bridge. The old
boxes have “Ballot Drop-Off” in
large blue text at the front and the
county seal in the bottom corner.
The county has set up drop boxes
in 98 locations across the county
including four in Palo Alto at Palo
Alto High, the Rinconada Library,
City Hall and Mitchell Park
Community Center.
THE MAGIC TOUCH ... Some
parents in Palo Alto and beyond
were understandably disappointed
earlier this month when the city
excluded Magical Bridge from
its playgrounds reopening plan.
Since Oct. 5, the city moved
ahead with reopening all other
playgrounds and furnishing them
with signs explaining the new social
distancing rules. But while Magical
Bridge remains closed, the city
announced this week that it plans
to reopen the popular Mitchell
Park attraction in mid-November,
if not sooner. City Manager Ed
Shikada also said that the city
is working on a plan to keep the
playground staffed by redeploying
city employees from other facilities.

“There are a few steps that need
to get covered in order to both
handle redeployments and to work
with volunteers to make sure it’s
handled with training and safety
protocols in place, and have
that facility open as quickly as
possible,” Shikada said at the Oct.
19 City Council meeting. The city,
he said, has been working on its
reopening plan with the Magical
Bridge Foundation, a nonprofit that
advocates for the establishment of
playgrounds accessible to children
and adults of all abilities. Shikada
also noted that because the other
playgrounds are not staffed by the
city, it is up to adults who visit the
playgrounds with their children
to make sure everyone is playing
safely. “We want to ensure the
community members are aware
that it is everyone’s responsibility to
ensure that these play structures
and playgrounds are used with a
focus on safety and according to
posted signage rules,” Shikada
said.
GOING ALONG FOR THE RIDE
... Bike to Work Day has been
a highly anticipated annual
celebration throughout the Bay
Area for years, but the COVID-19
pandemic forced organizers
of the popular event originally
scheduled for May 14 to readapt.
It turned into a Bike to Wherever
Days celebrated throughout
September, with a special oneday event on Sept. 24. Riders
were encouraged to ride their
bicycles not only to work, but
to parks, to run errands, or to
other activities. More than 3,600
riders joined across the Bay
Area, matching previous years’
numbers, according to the
Silicon Valley Bicycle Coalition
and Metropolitan Transportation
Commission. Despite the poor
air quality due to fires in and
around the Bay Area, bicyclists
from every Bay Area county
participated in the event. Overall,
adjusted for population, Santa
Clara County had the largest
percentage of riders. “Even
with the challenges, Bay Area
residents got out and showed
how important biking is,” MTC
Chair Scott Hagerty wrote on
the agency’s blog. “It bodes well
for biking as an everyday mode
for people to get to destinations,
which helps reduce greenhouses
gases, while improving physical
and mental health.” Q

Upfront
ELECTION 2020

Will charter school money influence
Santa Clara County school board race?
Charter organizations give big to Grace Mah,
while labor and teachers unions support Melissa Baten Caswell
by Elena Kadvany

W

Courtesy Grace Mah
Courtesy Melissa Baten Caswell

ith Election Day less
than two weeks away,
outside money is pouring into the Santa Clara County
Board of Education Area 1 race,
with charter school proponents
making large contributions to incumbent Grace Mah.
Charter school political action committees and representatives have contributed more than
$200,000 to Mah’s campaign in
the last four
weeks, many
of them large
donations that
came in after
the most recent reporting
period. The
Charter Public
Schools PoGrace Mah
litical Action
Committee (PAC) has made two
large donations: $75,000 on Sept.
28 and $105,000 on Oct. 13, according to campaign finance reports. Other contributions came
from Santa Clara Charter Advocates for Great Public Schools
($5,000) and Champions for Education PAC ($20,000) as well as
members of the
boards of directors of Rocketship Public
Schools, ACE
Charter School
and
Bullis
Charter School
in Los Altos.
Mah’s camMelissa
paign raised
about $80,000 Baten Caswell
through Sept. 19, bringing her
current reported total to about
$290,000.
Melissa Baten Caswell — a
current Palo Alto school board
member who’s running against
Mah, who is also a Palo Alto
resident — has raised nearly
$50,000 from donors who have
publicly opposed or criticized
Bullis Charter School, whose renewal will come to the board in
2022. Her campaign also received
this month about $30,400 in two
separate donations from the East
Side Teachers Association Political Action Committee, according
to campaign finance reports filed
after the most recent reporting
period. Baten Caswell’s campaign
raised about $140,000 as of Sept.
19, bringing her current reported
total to about $170,400.
The fundraising in this race
underscores charter-driven political fissures on the current county
board, though both candidates
resist being labeled as pro- or
anti-charter. The county board,
which currently oversees 21 charter schools, is responsible for

authorizing new charter schools
and renewing existing ones.
Mah characterized the sizable
donations to her campaign as a
response to the “financial arms
race” prompted by Baten Caswell,
who raised nearly $90,000 early
in the campaign, including from
labor unions and teachers unions
(both of which are perceived as
anti-charter) and the Bullis critics.
Mah said she hasn’t had discussions with the charter school organizations herself but sees their
support for her campaign as driven by a “threat of the anti-charter
school sentiment.” She said she’s
been shocked by the amount of
money coming into both her own
and Baten Caswell’s campaign
and thinks there should be limits
on fundraising. In her last three
campaigns for this seat, she said
the most she ever raised was
$10,000. In her 2016 campaign,
she raised less than $4,000, according to campaign finance
reports.
In a statement, Gregory McGinity, executive director of the California Charter School Association
(CCSA) Advocates, which operates the Charter Public Schools
PAC, said that the organization
backs Mah because of her “proven track record of supporting all
students.”
“Experience and stability are
especially important during these
uncertain times,” he wrote. “Her
continued commitment to expanding preschool opportunities,
supporting teachers and educational equity has proven to us that
she is a much-needed voice on the
board.”
The charter school political
action committees that support
Mah have also made large donations to another Santa Clara
County school board member’s
reelection campaign: Joseph Di
Salvo, who represents Area 4,
the majority portion of San Jose
Unified, a portion of Oak Grove
and corresponding portion of East
Side Union High school districts.
Meanwhile, Di Salvo’s opponent,
Ketzal Gomez, has received campaign contributions from labor
unions and Bullis opponents (including Sangeeth Peruri, a former
Los Altos school board member
and Baten Caswell’s campaign
chair).
In an interview, Peruri said
Baten Caswell’s team set a fundraising goal early on of $100,000
to $200,000, estimating they
would have to spend about $1 to
$2 to reach each of the approximately 130,000 voters in Area 1.
He defended their campaign fundraising as locally based rather
than from “out of town special

interests.” Baten Caswell has been
endorsed by 27 of 30 local school
board trustees and all six teachers
unions in the Area 1 districts.
Steve Brown, a Los Altos
resident and member of a group
called “Unintended Consequences” that was critical of Bullis,
gave $10,000 to Baten Caswell’s
campaign. In an interview, he said
he’s convinced that Baten Caswell
is better aligned than Mah with
his priorities of collaboration, accountability and transparency.
Brown said he’s not against
charter schools — in fact, he has
donated to some — but is concerned that Bullis is not serving
disadvantaged students well and

needs to be held accountable.
“They don’t reflect the ethnicity
and race of our community, which
is part of the intent of the Charter (Schools) Act, and they don’t
service the disadvantaged kids,”
Brown said. “With that in mind, I
think the role of the county as the
chartering organization should
help their board understand their
obligation to do that.
“If a charter they’ve chartered
is not doing a good job,” he said
of the county board, “they need
to rope them in.”
Peruri said Baten Caswell has
publicly stated she has no intention of shutting down Bullis Charter School but that she sees a need
for greater oversight, which resonates with him and other vocal
critics of the charter school.
“Shutting down BCS does no
one any favors. But one thing that
she would like to see is better
oversight and terms and changes
in practices in the renewal that
would address and change the demographics,” he said.
Three incumbents on the county school board are up for reelection on Nov. 3. Mah noted that the

county school board president,
Claudia Rossi, who’s been described as a charter opponent, has
endorsed three other charter opponents running against her board
colleagues.
Fundraising on both sides of
the Area 1 school board race is
outsized compared to other local county school board races. In
the San Mateo County Board of
Education race, incumbent Rod
Hsiao has raised about $61,500
and challenger Chelsea Bonini
close to $21,000, according to
campaign finance documents.
Mah, a Republican, also drew
criticism last week after sending
out a mailer with a complimentary quote from Ro Khanna, DFremont, who’s endorsed Baten
Caswell, a Democrat, and the image of a kicking donkey that looks
like the Democratic donkey logo.
In a press release, the Santa Clara
County Democratic Party blasted
Mah for the “misleading” mailer
and the contributions she’s received
from “out-of-town PACs.” Q
Staff Writer Elena Kadvany
can be emailed at ekadvany@
paweekly.com.

THE ENDORSEMENTS THAT
MATTER TO PALO ALTO VOTERS
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for City Council 2020

10+ Years on Palo Alto Commissions
3x CEO of Tech Start-Ups
Parent of 3 PAUSD Graduates

www.EdLauingforCityCouncil.com
Paid for by Ed Lauing for City Council 2020 FPPC#1427217
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Upfront
Newsom sends vaccine
plan to CDC

PUBLIC HEALTH

Bucking state guidelines, county to keep
stadiums, theme parks closed
County executive: State’s decision to allow large venues to reopen is ‘unconscionable’
by Sue Dremann and Ana B. Ibarra

P

rofessional sporting events
will not be allowed to have
audiences and theme parks
will not resume operation anytime soon in Santa Clara County,
despite the state’s decision that allows them to reopen, county leaders said on Tuesday afternoon.
Restrictions on theme parks
and sports venues will not be
relaxed for some time locally,
county administrators said, citing
the trajectory of rising COVID-19
cases throughout the nation and
warnings by federal and state officials that this fall and winter
could see a dramatic rise in infection rates.
“We want to make it clear that
superspreader events will not be
allowed within the county of Santa Clara,” county Executive Jeff
Smith said during a press conference in San Jose.
The California Department of
Public Health’s new guidance allows professional sporting events
at outdoor stadiums and racetracks to resume at 20% capacity
in counties in the “orange” tier

(indicating a moderate risk level
for COVID-19) and at 25% capacity in the “yellow” tier counties
(those with a minimal risk). Customers must reside within a 120mile radius. The guidance applies
only to professional sports — not
to youth or adult recreational,
amateur, semi-pro or collegiate
sporting competitions, according
to the state.
“The changes in the state’s
guidelines regarding professional sports in our opinion is really quite dangerous,” Smith said.
“You just do the math. Twenty
percent of the number of capacity at Levi’s Stadium means just
under 14,000 people could attend a football game there, and
if you look around the county
and around the region within 150
miles of this county there are areas and communities that have
positivity rates of COVID that
are in the 8% range. Ours in this
county happens to be around 1%.”
He estimated that somewhere
between 250 and 1,000 people
out of the 14,000 who would



attend a football game at Levi’s
Stadium would be infected.
“There is no question — this is
dangerous. This is the worst thing
to be doing at a time when California is beginning to see some
light. This amounts to another
step backward,” he said.
The state has also allowed
theme parks with an overall capacity of less than 15,000 to resume limited operations if their
county is in the “orange” tier,
with capacity limited to 25% or
500 people, whichever is fewer.
The smaller parks may only open
outdoor attractions, and visitors
must reside in the same county as
the park.
County Health Officer Dr. Sara
Cody tried to convince the state
that reopening the venues where
thousands would gather “is a really unwise idea,” Smith said. She
was unsuccessful, however.
Speaking for himself and not
for the county, Smith said that
the state’s new guidance “not
only boggles the mind, it is
unconscionable.”

Coronavirus vaccines approved
by the U.S. Food and Drug Administration in coming months will not
be distributed in California until a
statewide panel of health experts
can ensure they meet safety requirements, Gov. Gavin Newsom
announced Monday.
While there is no vaccine available yet, California and other states
have been gearing up for its eventual distribution. On Oct. 16, California sent a draft of its vaccination
plan to the U.S. Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention. In the
draft, state officials said a scientific
safety review work group, made up
of immunization and public health
experts from agencies and universities across the state, including
Stanford University, will help “ensure public confidence in vaccine
safety, efficacy, and implementation efforts.”
Other states also have created
committees to review any coming
vaccine in response to concerns
that the Trump administration
might rush the regulatory approval
process.
“This vaccine plan will move at
the speed of trust,” Newsom said.
“You have to have confidence in
the efficacy of the vaccine, confidence that we’re not rushing to
judgment in terms of its distribution and its accessibility,”
The drug company Pfizer is
expected to have one of the first

coronavirus vaccines. If its vaccine
proves effective, safe and can be
consistently manufactured, the company would apply for emergency use
authorization in the third week of
November, CEO Albert Bourla said
in an open letter last week.
But even if the vaccine is ready
in this calendar year, Newsom said,
the supply is expected to be limited and, just like previously with
coronavirus diagnostic testing,
people who are considered high
risk would be the first in line.
In one projection, Newsom said
that about 45 million doses could
be ready for national distribution
by the end of this year. California
would only get a percentage of
these, and each person will likely
need two doses. Health workers
and first responders would be prioritized, followed by people with
high risk of becoming severely ill
if infected, according to the state’s
vaccination plan.
To the rest of Californians: Don’t
anticipate getting a vaccine at your
local pharmacy anytime this year,
Newsom said. Q
Staff Writer Sue Dremann
can be emailed at sdremann@
paweekly.com. CalMattters
health reporter Ana Ibarra can
be emailed at ana@calmatters.
org. CalMatters COVID-19
coverage is supported by
grants from the Blue Shield
of California Foundation, the
California Wellness Foundation
and the California Health Care
Foundation.
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Downtown North Craftsman Updated for Today’s Living
327 WAVERLEY STREET, PALO ALTO
Offered at $4,000,000 | www.327Waverley.com
• Absolutely enchanting circa 1902 Craftsman renovated for today
• Premier downtown location just one block from University Avenue
• /lBKWdtpszdøpsdo|ddol_BbzWsVJOMpÛdTKOÛBbMàJBsVp
• OsBKVOMpstMWddoWMOB_pOKdbMdTKOzWsVVB_TøJBsV
• BoMzddMddopBbMVBbMaBMO oBTspaBbp_BsOsW_Op
• doaB__WyWbUoddazWsVK_Wb^OoJoWK^oOl_BKOBbMpOlBoBsOMWbWbU
room with built-ins
• Fabulous chef’s kitchen with professional-quality AGA range from
England; sunny breakfast room
• _O{WJ_O_dzOo_OyO_WbK_tMOpaOMWBoddaÛJOModdaptWsOÛBbM
dTKOzWsVloWyBsOObsoBbKO
• Private rear yard with plenty of space for play and fresh-air living
• llod{àÛsdsB_pnàTsàå_dsdTÛpnàTsàîlOoKdtbs|ï
• {KO__Obs+B_d_sdpKVdd_pîptJ]OKssdByBW_BJW_Ws|ï
8 2#/#9 ;++#!2 !2

DANTE DRUMMOND
Realtor®/Broker Associate

àà
MBbsOàMotaadbMŒKdalBppàKda
WKObpOß

dalBppWpsVOJoBbMbBaOtpOMTdopOoyWKOplodyWMOMJ|dbOdoadoOdTsVO dalBppUodtldTptJpWMWBo|KdalBbWOpà dalBppWpBoOB_OpsBsOJod^Oo
_WKObpOMJ|sVO/sBsOdT B_WTdobWBBbMBJWMOpJ|ntB_dtpWbU#lldostbWs|_BzpàWKObpO!taJOoà__aBsOoWB_loOpObsOMVOoOWbWpWbsObMOMTdo
WbTdoaBsWdbB_ltoldpOpdb_|BbMWpKdalW_OMTodapdtoKOpMOOaOMoO_WBJ_OJtsVBpbdsJOObyOoWOMà VBbUOpWbloWKOÛKdbMWsWdbÛpB_OdozWsVMoBzB_aB|JO
aBMOzWsVdtsbdsWKOà!dpsBsOaObsWpaBMOBpsdBKKtoBK|dTBb|MOpKoWlsWdbà__aOBptoOaObspBbMpntBoOTddsBUOBoOBllod{WaBsOà
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Upfront

Answers to this week’s puzzles, which can be found on page 43.

ELECTION 2020

Your guide to the 2020 election
What you need to know about local candidates, issues
by Palo Alto Weekly staff

S

till researching those
candidates and measures
on the November ballot?
The Palo Alto Weekly can help!
We’ve compiled an election guide
that includes articles, video interviews, endorsements and more.
To find it, go to PaloAltoOnline.
com and search for “Election
Guide 2020.” Included in it are
sections on:
Palo Alto City Council: This
year’s race for the City Council is
a crowded one. Two incumbents
are among the 10 candidates vying for four open seats. The list
also includes a former mayor, a
teacher running for the second
time and six newcomers.
Palo Alto Unified School District: Six people are vying for
three open seats on the Palo Alto
school board. This year’s roster
includes two incumbents and four
newcomers. Voters will also decide on whether to renew a parcel
tax that brings $15.6 million annually to the district.
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a variety of measures and propositions are on the table.

East Palo Alto City Council:
East Palo Alto is a city in transition, and its City Council could
see new faces on the dais depending on how results pan out this
fall. Three incumbents are looking to keep their seats in the race
that has four newcomers. Our coverage includes video interviews.
Ravenswood City School District Board of Trustees: East
Palo Alto and east Menlo Park
voters will also choose between
seven candidates looking to make
an impact on the K-8 district’s
board, which has two open seats.
Find video interviews in this section online.
Races, measures across the
region, state: Several county,
state and federal races will undoubtedly influence decisions
made on a local level. In addition,

Voter resources: An unprecedented number of voters are casting their ballots by mail ahead of
Nov. 3. Find out how mail-in voting will work this fall, the security
measures to ensure election integrity, plus other articles on this
election season.
Videos: Hop over to our YouTube channel for nearly twodozen videos with the candidates
for the Palo Alto council and
school board and the East Palo
Alto council and school board.
We’ve compiled a playlist, which
includes our recent debates at
YouTube.com/paweekly.
Endorsements: The Weekly
editorial board has recommended
candidates in the Palo Alto City
Council and Board of Education
races, plus weighed in on local
measures and state propositions.
Read our reasoning behind the endorsements in this section of the
Election Guide 2020. Q

Upfront
CITY BUDGET

Plummeting revenues threaten planned
public safety building
Support grows for delaying largest project on Palo Alto’s infrastructure list
by Gennady Sheyner
Financial Officer Kiely Nose presented a financial update to the
City Council that offered a decidedly mixed and somewhat fuzzy
picture of the city’s current financial predicament.
There are some hopeful signs.
With Santa Clara County easing
its business restrictions in recent
months, staff have seen sales tax
revenues inch back up after a
precipitous drop in March, when
shelter-at-home orders began. The
city budget that the council passed
in June estimated $20.5 million
in sales tax revenues, a 40% drop
from the prior year. Now, staff believe the actual figure could exceed the budgeted revenue by between $2 million and $9 million.
That positive trend, however,
is offset by massive losses of hotel revenues. With some hotels
shutting down and others seeing their occupancy rates plummet from above 80% before the
COVID-19 pandemic to single
digits in March, the council had
expected to see its hotel revenues
drop to $14.9 million, roughly half

of what it was in the prior year.
But with the health crisis now expected to languish well into 2021,
staff’s prior hopes of a steady recovery at the end of the year have
largely dissipated. Hotel revenues
are now expected to fall short of
the budgeted estimate by $11 million in the most dire scenario, or
by $5.5 million in a more optimistic one, according to staff.
The city’s prognosis, however,
is obscured by the virus. A major
wild card is the risk of a “second
wave” of COVID-19 cases that
would further damage the local
economy.
“Ultimately, as we think about
what’s happening to our city, both
economically and financially, it’s
all being driven by the virus, one
way or another — and how it’s
in control or not, and ultimately
the efforts underway in addressing that public health emergency,”
Nose said.
The hotel slump could prematurely end Palo Alto’s ongoing
building blitz. Following a plan
that the council approved in 2014,

Courtesy city of Palo Alto

W

ith the local economy
shaken and city revenues on a steep decline,
Palo Alto is preparing to reconsider its most ambitious infrastructure project: the new public
safety building that is slated to go
up in the California Avenue business district.
The city has recently gone out
to bid on the project, which has an
estimated price tag of $115 million. City Manager Ed Shikada
said Monday that the city expects
to get the bids back in the coming weeks, giving the council a
chance to approve construction
work for the project before the end
of the year.
The city’s infrastructure plan
had envisioned breaking ground
on the long-awaited project at 250
Sherman Ave. immediately after
the city completes construction of
the adjacent parking garage at 350
Sherman Ave. Work on the garage
is now nearing conclusion.
A bleak budget picture could
upend the plan. On Monday
night, Shikada and the city’s Chief

The Palo Alto City Council is reconsidering the proposed public
safety building, pictured here, because of falling revenues.
the city completed the construction of a new fire station at Rinconada Park in March and moved
ahead with the 636-space garage
in the California Avenue district.
Crews also recently broke ground
on the new bike bridge over U.S.
Highway 101.
The new public safety building, which has been in Palo Alto’s
planning pipeline for decades,
would serve as the new headquarters of the Palo Alto Police
Department. Over the years,
various councils and citizen commissions had deemed the existing police headquarters, which
has been housed in a City Hall
wing since 1970, to be cramped,
seismically unsafe and noncompliant with accessibility codes.

The new building at 250 Sherman Ave. would give the police
ample space while also housing
the city’s 911 emergency dispatch
center, the Emergency Operations
Center, the Office of Emergency
Services and Fire Department
administration.
But with the city’s finances on
a downswing, the calls for deferring the project are getting louder.
Almost all candidates who are
running for a council seat this
year, including incumbent council members Lydia Kou and Greg
Tanaka, have suggested delaying
the project until after the economy recovers. But while their arguments didn’t carry the day in
(continued on page 16)
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Commissioners
(continued from page 5)

coverage of removal could have
lasting negative impact, even if the
reason is a political and professional
disagreement.”
Michael Alcheck, a member of
the Planning and Transportation
Commission, similarly requested
that the council reconsider the rule.
As the commission’s staunchest
advocate for growth, Alcheck has
frequently faced criticism from residents. He has also been subject to
conflict-of-interest accusations for
failing to disclose his efforts to convert two carports to garages while
participating in the commission’s
revision of policies that govern
these conversions (the Office of the
City Attorney had indicated that his
actions did not constitute a conflict).
Alcheck told the council that
there may be many valid reasons
to remove a commissioner from an
advisory board and said that there
needs to be a clear process for doing
so. He also argued, however, that allowing removal of a commissioner

66 N. San Antonio Rd., Los Altos • 650-948-0881 • DeMartiniOrchard.com
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to the sponsors and donors of the 10th annual In Concert with Caminar
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Carole Middleton
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Whitfield Family Foundation
PRINCIPAL

PRESENTING

Linda and Richard Leao
Wendell Birkhofer and
Celeste Birkhofer, PhD, PsyD
PREMIER

Terri D. Bullock
Betsy and Bill Pace

Barbara Patterson and
Andrew Menkes, M.D.
PARTNER

Patti and John Bentley
Sue and Ken Merrill
Chick and Rick Runkel
PROMOTER

Kathy and Michael Chinn
Mark Cloutier
Joanne and Jon Goldstein
Russell and Helen Pyne

Michelle Leu Zaccone
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Jeffrey Fraenkel
Marianne Guttas
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Pat and Steve Way
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John Bentley, Sr.
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Celeste P. Birkhofer, PhD, PsyD,
and Wendell W. Birkhofer
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Diane Brugos
Jim Buckner
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Terri D. Bullock
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Laureen Carrillo
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Kathy and Michael Chinn
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Patricia Fischer Anixter
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Raul Francisco and
Michele Grgich
Sherri Franklin
Ruan Frenette
Rebecca Gaba
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Maikel Garcia Despaigne
Wendy and John Garrish
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Ieesha Gee
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Linda and Charles Green
Lauren Grey
Kathy Guibara
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Gali Hagel
Marian Hardin
Jan and Peter Harris
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Charles “Chip” Huggins, J.D.
Ann Marie Hunt Bellah
Kevin Jennison
Susan Ketcham
Susan and Bob Kresek
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Lilli Rey
Al Royse
Lisa Rund
Chick and Rick Runkel
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Beverly Sarver, MD, and
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Eileen Silver
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Sandra Stafford Cecil
Donato Stinghen
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Ruth Tang
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The generosity of our sponsors and donors benefits the Caminar Mental Health Regional Response Fund, which ensures we can meet
the rising demand to provide crucial mental health services to Bay Area families and individuals who are in crisis right now.
www.caminar.org/responsefund
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A Caminar
program

without cause, notice or hearing is
“very concerning.” The rule, he noted, will allow the council to remove
commissioners for political reasons.
“Planning commissioners are
appointed by the City Council instead of elected by the residents so
that their recommendations can be
made independent of their popularity,” Alcheck said. “Over the past
decade, our political bodies have
become subject to great polarization and partisanship and we must
not ignore the real threat that commissioners can be removed solely in
an effort to stifle diverse perspectives in our community.”
Others pushed back against the
city’s effort to discourage media
communications and encourage
commissioners to direct inquiries
from reporters to the city’s chief
communications officer.
Patricia Regehr, who serves on
the Human Relations Commission,
criticized the council’s proposals
to restrict commissioners’ power
to speak freely to the press and to
grant itself the power to remove any
volunteer without cause.
“I think that’s a horrible way to
manage someone,” she said.
Regehr suggested the new rule
on not speaking to the media infringes on the First Amendment
rights of volunteers. Her former
commission colleague, Steven Lee,
shared the view and requested in a
letter that the council remove the
“draconian and Trumpian policies”
that restrict a commissioner’s rights
to speak freely.
“You can dress this up any way
you want, and while I’m sure no
one on staff or council will admit
this publicly, but I know and the
public knows that this proposal
is nothing less than an attempt to
silence minority voices, minority opinions, expert opinions and
progressive views that staff and
council disagrees with,” wrote Lee,
who is running this November for a
council seat.
The council also heard from three
members of the Parks and Recreation Commission, all of whom
spoke out against a new proposal
to reduce the number of commission seats from seven to five. Chair
Jeff Greenfield and Commissioners
David Moss and Keith Reckdahl all
suggested that cutting seats on the
commission would reduce its capability to conduct public outreach
and make it more difficult for members to manage large workloads.
Reducing membership, Moss
said, “will probably double our
load.”
The proposal to revise commission rules followed a nearly yearlong review of commission operations. Vice Mayor Tom DuBois and
Councilwoman Alison Cormack
surveyed past and current commissioners earlier this year and proposed the new rules to address what
they perceive to be shortcomings in
the current system. Q
Staff Writer Gennady Sheyner
can be emailed at gsheyner@
paweekly.com.
THERE’S MORE:
Read journalist Diana Diamond’s oped on this topic, “Why a gag order on
commissioners?,” on page 19 of this
week’s paper.

• • •
• • •
• • •

Charming Palo Alto
Crescent Park Setting

756 University Avenue, Palo Alto
Bedrooms: 2 | Bathrooms: 2 | Living: +/-1,313 sq ft

List Price: $1,698,000

Nick Granoski | 650-269-8556
Nick@GranoskiWeil.com
DRE 00994196

David Weil | 650-823-3855
David@GranoskiWeil.com
DRE 01400271

Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Number 01866771. All material presented herein is intended for informational
ltoldpOpdb_|BbMWpKdalW_OMTodapdtoKOpMOOaOMoO_WBJ_OJtsVBpbdsJOObyOoWOMà VBbUOpWbloWKOÛKdbMWsWdbÛpB_OdozWsVMoBzB_aB|JOaBMOzWsVdtsbdsWKOà!dpsBsOaObsWpaBMOBpsdBKKtoBK|
of any description. All measurements and square footage are approximate.
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Upfront
What’s at stake

How much would cities grow?
50K

11,380

37,687

30K

0

13,277

34,195
8,091

12%

10K

16,352
3,075

23%

20K

Menlo Park

10,058

27,629

889

20%

40K

36%

33%

45,575

7,202
East Palo Alto

Mountain View

Housing allocation

Palo Alto

13,448 2,267

11,181
Los Altos

2019 households

By 2031, local cities would need to accommodate tens of thousands of new housing units under a plan
by the Association of Bay Area Governments (ABAG), which expects significant population growth in
the Bay Area. Palo Alto would have to grow the most, relative to its existing number of households, but
Mountain View wouldn’t be far behind. Data source: Association of Bay Area Governments.

Housing
(continued from page 5)

have plenty of jobs and transportation services and that are deemed
“high opportunity” areas based
on economic, educational and environmental factors. It also looks
to place additional obligations on
cities that exhibit economic and racial exclusion. An outsized share of
the obligation will go to the area’s
three largest cities — San Francisco, San Jose and Oakland. San
Francisco would have to plan for
72,080 housing units, San Jose for
66,522 and Oakland for 27,286.
Silicon Valley would see dramatic growth under the proposed scenario. Jurisdictions in Santa Clara
County account for 143,550 of the
units between 2023 and 2031, a
third of the nine-county region’s
total allocation. Alameda County
is a very distant second, with a 19%
share and 85,689 total units.
Alternative 8A creates two different methods for determining
how many housing units each jurisdiction should build: one for
low-income housing and another
for market-rate housing. Allocation for housing units in the “very
low” and “low” income categories
would be primarily based on the
existence of “high opportunity areas” in a given jurisdiction. That
factor alone accounts for 70% of
the allocation. The remaining 30%
is split evenly between two factors:
the ability to reach a job by car

AmiCare
SERVICES INCORPORATED

Quality and affordable
caregiving services
right at the comfort of
your home.

CALL FOR
A FREE NURSE
ASSESSMENT

(650) 709-8900

within 30 minutes and the ability
to reach a job by transit within 45
minutes.
For “moderate” and “above moderate” units, 60% of the allocation
is based on job proximity by an
automobile, while the other 40% is
based on access to “high opportunity areas.”
The housing numbers are particularly eye-popping in Palo Alto
and in Mountain View, two cities
that enjoy a wealth of jobs, quality schools, Caltrain access and a
broad swath of census tracts listed
as “highest opportunity” by the state
housing department. Alternative 8A
assigns 10,058 housing units to Palo
Alto, which includes 4,055 units in
the “very low” and “low” income
categories, between 2023 and 2031
— a reach for a city that has consistently failed to meet its own target
of 300 new units per year. If the city
were to actually build this housing,
the new units would represent a
growth rate of 36%, higher than any
other city in the county.
Mountain View is expecting an
assignment of 11,380 units, with
4,532 of them in the two lowest income categories. Its growth
rate would be 33%, according to
ABAG.
The cities of Santa Clara and
Sunnyvale would be asked to plan
for 12,047 and 12,998 housing
units, respectively, though because
they have larger populations the additional housing represents growth
rates of 26% and 23%, respectively.
The Oct. 15 decision is not yet

To place an ad call
650.223.6597 or
email digitalads@
paweekly.com.

final. Residents and cities will have
a chance between Oct. 25 and Nov.
12 to offer comments to ABAG before final housing allocations are
released. Even so, the Executive
Board’s vote represented a major
milestone for a yearlong process
that featured dozens of meetings
involving housing advocates, builders, county supervisors and council members from ABAG’s region.
Even after Alternative 8A emerged
as the favored consensus of the majority, many members expressed all
sorts of concerns about the adopted
approach.
Officials from Napa and Sonoma
counties warned about the perils of
requiring heavy growth in environmentally sensitive areas that may
be vulnerable to wildfires.
Representatives from Contra
Costa County warned that methodology that allocates too many units
into “high opportunity” areas creates an impossible burden for small
communities that will not be able
to accommodate the growth. A coalition of cities from Contra Costa
County proposed an alternative
that would shift additional allocations to the south bay, saddling the
region with 44% of the Bay Area’s
total housing allocation, compared
to 42% under Alternative 8A.
“Many in the surrounding regions are concerned that they are
set up to fail under this option 8A,
since none of the allocations will
actually result in actual housing
creation,” Matt Rodriguez, city
manager of San Pablo, told the
Executive Board at its Oct. 15
meeting.
David Hudson, a council member in San Ramon who sits on the
Executive Board, also opposed
Alternative 8A, arguing that he

• The Bay Area must plan for 441,116 new homes by 2031, an allocation that came from the state. Of these, 114,442 would be for
low and very-low wage earners.
• The Association of Bay Area Government (ABAG) decided on
Oct. 15 on a methodology for allocating new housing to the 101
cities and nine counties in the Bay Area.
• The methodology placed more housing in cities where opportunities — defined as educational, economic and environmental
resources — are higher and that have more jobs or easier access
to jobs via public transit or automobile.
• Palo Alto would be allotted 10,058 housing units, the most relative to the number of households of any Santa Clara County city,
amounting to growth by 36% in the eight-year cycle, 2023-2031.
• Palo Alto City Manager Ed Shikada, in a stern letter to ABAG,
called the housing goals “ambitious and unachievable.”
• Palo Alto leaders are both protesting the allocation and planning
for its adoption.
• The decision is not final, but it’s getting there. Public comments will
be taken on the plan for two-and-a-half weeks starting on Oct. 25.
Email RHNA@bayareametro.gov. A public meeting will be held on
Nov. 12, after which the ABAG Executive Board will again vote on
the method. In 2021, the state Department of Housing and Community Development will review the plan; ABAG will then issue
the draft allocations, which will be followed by an appeal period in
the summer prior to final allocations in late 2021. Q
believed it does not place a heavy
enough housing obligation on the
jobs-heavy south bay. The region,
he said, is projected to receive
about two-thirds of the Bay Area’s
new jobs and its housing obligations should match that. Requiring
any less housing, he said, would
merely “continue the pattern we
have in the last quarter of a century,” with south bay cities producing
far more jobs than housing.
Palo Alto leaders worry about
Alternative 8A for the exact opposite reason. The regional mandate,
they have argued in a series of letters to ABAG, represents an impossible task.
“It is fundamentally not reasonable to accept that some jurisdictions will bear the burden of increasing its housing stock upwards
of 25% to 40% over the next eight
years,” Palo Alto City Manager
Ed Shikada wrote to the ABAG
Executive Board last month. “Not
since the end of World War II have
established Bay Area communities
seen such unprecedented growth.
“Beyond that, consider the actual
feasibility of adding 10,000 new
housing units in a small to medium
size jurisdiction. Higher property
values, less land, less federal and
state funding to subsidize housing,
and known limitations on existing
infrastructure all conspire against
the ambitious and unachievable
housing goals being contemplated
by the Committee.”
On the other side of the debate
are those who believe that wealthy

CityView
A round-up

of Palo Alto government action this week

City Council (Oct. 19)

Finances: The council heard an update about the city’s budget and voted to
extend the “attrition ramp” for Fire Department employees, possibly by dipping
into the council’s $744,000 reserve. Yes: Cormack, DuBois, Filseth, Kniss, Kou,
Tanaka Absent: Fine

Sign up today at
PaloAltoOnline.com/express

Council Finance Committee (Oct. 20)

Pensions: The committee approved the CalPERS Pension Annual Valuation
Reports as of June 30, 2019. Yes: Unanimous
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communities have an obligation to
go even further in creating low-income housing. East Palo Alto Vice
Mayor Carlos Romero, who serves
as vice chair of ABAG’s Regional
Planning Committee, and Oakland
Councilmember Nikki Fortunato
Bas, a member of the ABAG’s Executive Board, both supported adding an “equity adjustment” to the
housing methodology. This adjustment would be applied to 49 jurisdictions that are “exhibiting above
average racial and socioeconomic
exclusion,” a list that includes Menlo Park and Palo Alto.
Their alternative, known as 6A,
would have created a “floor” for
the number of “low income” and
“very low income” units these jurisdictions have to accommodate.
“This helps eliminate segregated
living patterns and opens communities so that Bay Area residents
can choose where to live based on
needs and preferences, not their
racial and economic background,”
Romero said at the Oct. 15 meeting.
Romero ultimately voted with a
majority of the Regional Planning
Committee on Oct. 1 to support
Alternative 8A. Greg Scharff, a
former Palo Alto mayor who also
serves on the committee, voted
against the proposed methodology. The regional plan, he said,
should factor in recent changes
in commuting patterns, including the recent push by the Metropolitan Transportation Commission to shift 60% of employees to
telecommuting.
Scharff also suggested that focusing housing allocation on expensive areas will make the housing more difficult to build.
“I do worry we’re going to create
less housing than if we look at it
in other ways,” Scharff said. “One
of the goals should be to create as
much housing as possible.”
Despite the conflicting reservations, all three of the committees
that reviewed Alternative 8A ultimately voted to approve it. Mountain View Council member Chris
Clark, who sits on ABAG’s Executive Board, spoke for many when

Upfront
he called it a suitable compromise.
“I believe that with option 8A we
have arrived at what is a hallmark
of a compromise where no one is
100% satisfied with something but
no one is 100% dissatisfied with
the outcome,” Clark said.
The debate over housing methodology is expected to continue over
the next month, as ABAG moves
ahead with the comment period on
its proposed methodology. After
receiving and responding to comments in November, the agency
plans to vote on a draft methodology in December. After the appeal
period, the agency would formally
release each city’s allocations in
2021.
“It’s fair to say, we’re at the beginning of the home stretch,” Matt
Maloney, director of regional planning at ABAG said at the Oct. 15
meeting.
Regional Housing Needs Allocation, he told the Board, is a “tough
process.”
“The number we received from
the state, 441,000, is much bigger than last time, when it was
187,000. So there is sticker shock
and it’s also a zero-sum game, so
any change that results in a jurisdiction getting less means someone
else gets more,” he said.
In Palo Alto, city leaders are pursuing a two-pronged strategy: protesting the allocations and planning
for their adoption. In a memo last
week, Planning Director Jonathan
Lait called ABAG’s allocation of
more than 10,000 units to Palo Alto
“unreasonable.”

“It is practically infeasible for a
jurisdiction the size of Palo Alto to
drastically increase the number of
housing units in a short period of
time,” the report states.
While the city is not required to
actually build all the housing in the
allocation, it is required to update
its Housing Element to identify the
sites that can accommodate the
units, as well as the strategies that
the city is pursuing to enable development. This could include rezoning commercial sites to residential
use and relaxing development standards to allow more housing units.
Some members of the City
Council believe the entire RHNA
process is critically flawed and reject the notion that the city could —
or should — try to meet the regionally adopted targets. In July, shortly
after the state housing department
determined that the Bay Area region needs to plan for 441,176 new
units, Vice Mayor Tom DuBois
and council members Eric Filseth
and Lydia Kou co-authored a letter
to Shikada, City Attorney Molly
Stump and Lait expressing their
objections to the agency’s growth
figures.
The numbers, they argued in the
July 9 letter, are based on “an aggressive and unrealistic job growth
projection for the Bay Area and
Silicon Valley in particular — even
before COVID-19.”
“These jobs growth numbers
have been translated into unachievable housing growth rates, especially affordable housing growth
rates, that simply cannot be met

under any zoning without massive
outside investments — subsidies
which have never been forthcoming in the past, and are unlikely
to appear in the future,” the letter
states. “The HCD plan represents a
gigantic unfunded mandate.”
At the same time, council members and planners recognize that
the RHNA process, which was
once relatively easy to ignore, is
starting to grow some teeth. Under
Senate Bill 35, cities that fall well
short of their targets in particular
income categories will lose some
of their power to say no to new
developments in these categories.
The 2017 law creates a streamlined
approval process in these communities, requiring approval of housing developments within either 60
days or 90 days, depending on the
number of units. In addition, these
developments would be allowed
to dedicate 10% of their units to
below-market-rate housing, below
the city’s normal standard of 15%.
During an Oct. 5 discussion of
Palo Alto’s newly created “planned
housing zone,” Lait told the council that the city has an interest in
meeting the SB 35 thresholds to
“maintain local control.” Otherwise, housing developments would
be approved by right, with no design review and, in some instances,
with substantial breaks on parking,
Lait said.
Others welcome the RHNA process as an opportunity to implement some much-needed changes.
During the council’s Sept. 21
discussion of affordable housing,

Mayor Adrian Fine observed that
while some dismiss the city’s allocation of more than 10,000 units as
“crazy,” the process also creates an
opportunity for the city to “exercise
local control.”
“I think it’s good for our community to create new neighborhoods
and places for new families,” Fine

said. “It’s also good in terms of our
diversity and, frankly, it begins to
fulfill a small part of the regional
obligations, which I know some of
us have issues with, but that hammer isn’t getting any softer.” Q
Staff Writer Gennady Sheyner
can be emailed at gsheyner@
paweekly.com.

Public Agenda
A preview of Palo Alto government meetings next week
CITY COUNCIL ... The council plans to hear an update on the city’s work
on race and equity, including a mission statement and reorganization of
committee structure, and discuss potential changes to the city’s boards
and commissions. The virtual meeting will begin at 6 p.m. on Monday, Oct.
26. Those wishing to participate by Zoom can do so by dialing 669-9006833 and using Meeting ID: 362 027 238.
BOARD OF EDUCATION ... The school board will discuss a safety report,
COVID-19 testing, reopening update for elementary grades and planning for
reopening secondary schools, among other items. The meeting will begin
at 6:30 p.m. on Tuesday, Oct. 27. It will be broadcast on Cable TV Channel
28 and on midpenmedia.org. Those wishing to participate by Zoom can
do so by going to pausd.zoom.us/j/97888498129 or dialing 669-900-6833
and using Meeting ID: 949 9734 6242.
PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION ... The commission plans to
discuss the Palo Alto Soccer Club proposal for the Cubberley Community
Center field, consider the “First Tee of Silicon Valley” proposal for Baylands
Golf Links, and discuss the city’s safe routes, shared streets and summer
streets programs. The virtual meeting will begin at 7 p.m. on Tuesday, Oct.
27. Those wishing to participate by Zoom can do so by dialing 669-9006833 and using Meeting ID: 979 2962 7023.
PLANNING AND TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION ... The commission
plans to discuss the proposal by Castilleja School to rebuild portions of its
campus at 1310 Bryant St. and to build an underground garage. The virtual
meeting will begin at 6 p.m. on Wednesday, Oct. 28. Those wishing to
participate by Zoom can do so by dialing 669-900-6833 and using Meeting
ID: 917 2460 5868.
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Upfront

995 Fictitious Name
Statement
DeLeon Realty Platinum
DeLeon Platinum Realty
DeLeon Realty Team
DeLeon Platinum Team
DeLeon Team Platinum
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
File No.: FBN668571
The following person (persons) is (are)
doing business as:
1.) DeLeon Realty Platinum, 2.) DeLeon
Platinum Realty, 3.) DeLeon Realty
Team, 4.) DeLeon Platinum Team, 5.)
DeLeon Team Platinum, located at 1717
Embarcadero Road, Palo Alto, CA 94303,
Santa Clara County.
This business is owned by: A Corporation.
The name and residence address of the
registrant(s) is(are):
DeLeon Realty, Inc.
1717 Embarcadero Road
Palo Alto, CA 94303
Registrant has not yet begun to transact
business under the fictitious business
name(s) listed above.
This statement was filed with the County
Clerk-Recorder of Santa Clara County on
September 18, 2020.
(PAW Oct. 2, 9, 16, 23, 2020)
ZHUANGZI LI AND ASSOCIATES
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
File No.: FBN668871
The following person (persons) is (are)
doing business as:
Zhuangzi Li and Associates, located at
4023 Villa Vista, Palo Alto, CA 94306, Santa
Clara County.
This business is owned by:
A General Partnership.
The name and residence address of the
registrant(s) is(are):
ZHUANGZI LI
2901 La Vista Ave.
Corona, CA 92879
FRANKLIN MARK SCHELLENBERG
4023 Villa Vista
Palo Alto, CA 94306
Registrant began transacting business
under the fictitious business name(s)
listed above on Oct. 6, 2015.
This statement was filed with the County
Clerk-Recorder of Santa Clara County on
September 30, 2020.
(PAW Oct. 16, 23, 30; Nov. 6, 2020)

997 All Other Legals
APN: 154-24-024 T.S. No.: 2020-1450 Order
No. 1519580cad NOTICE OF TRUSTEE'S
SALE YOU ARE IN DEFAULT UNDER A DEED
OF TRUST DATED 11/1/2018. UNLESS
YOU TAKE ACTION TO PROTECT YOUR
PROPERTY, IT MAY BE SOLD AT A PUBLIC
SALE. IF YOU NEED AN EXPLANATION
OF THE NATURE OF THE PROCEEDING
AGAINST YOU, YOU SHOULD CONTACT
A LAWYER. Will sell at a public auction
sale to the highest bidder, payable
at the time of sale inlawful money of
the United States, by a cashier's check
drawn on a state of national bank, check
drawn by a state or federal credit union,
or a check drawn by a state or federal
savings and loan association, or savings
association, or savings bank specified
in Section 5102 of the Financial Code
and authorized to do business in this
state will be held by the duly appointed
trustee as shown below, of all right,
title, and interest conveyed to and now
held by the trustee in the hereinafter
described property under and pursuant
to a Deed of Trust described below. The
sale will be made, but without covenant
or warranty, express or implied, regarding
title, possession, or encumbrances, to
pay the remaining principal sum of the
note(s) secured by the Deed of Trust,
with interest and late charges thereon, as
provided in the note(s), advances, under
the terms of the Deed of Trust, interest

thereon, fees, charges, and expenses
of the Trustee for the total amount (at
the time of the initial publication of the
Notice of Sale) reasonably estimated to
be set forth below. The amount may be
greater on the day of sale. Trustor:WRP
PROPERTIES, LLC, A CALIFORNIA LIMITED
LIABILITY COMPANY Duly Appointed
Trustee: S.B.S. TRUST DEED NETWORK,
A CALIFORNIA CORPORATION Deed of
Trust recorded 11/9/2018, as Instrument
No. 24062183 in book XX, page, XX
of Official Records in the office of the
Recorder of Santa Clara County, California.
Date of Sale: 11/13/2020 at 10:00 AM
Place of Sale: AT THE GATED NORTH
MARKET STREET ENTRANCE OF THE
SUPERIOR COURTHOUSE, 191 N. FIRST
STREET, SAN JOSE, CA Amount of unpaid
balance and other reasonable estimated
charges: $2,271,330.24 Street Address
or other common designation of real
property: 1555 MERCY STREET MOUNTAIN
VIEW, CA 94041 A.P.N.: 154-24-024. The
undersigned Trustee disclaims any liability
for any incorrectness of the street address
or other common designation, if any,
shown above. If no street address or other
common designation is shown, directions
to the location of the property may be
obtained by sending a written request to
the beneficiary within 10 days of the date
of first publication of this Notice of Sale.
NOTICE TO POTENTIAL BIDDERS: If you are
considering bidding on this property lien,
you should understand that there are risks
involved in bidding at a trustee auction.
You will be bidding on a lien, not on the
property itself. Placing the highest bid at
a trustee auction does not automatically
entitle you to free and clear ownership of
the property. You should also be aware
that the lien being auctioned off may
be a junior lien. If you are the highest
bidder at the auction, you are or may be
responsible for paying off all liens senior
to the lien being auctioned off, before
you can receive clear title to the property.
You are encouraged to investigate the
existence, priority, and size of outstanding
liens that may exist on this property by
contacting the county recorder’s office or
a title insurance company, either of which
may charge you a fee for this information.
If you consult either of these resources,
you should be aware that the same lender
may hold more than one mortgage or
deed of trust on the property. NOTICE TO
PROPERTY OWNER: The sale date shown
on this notice of sale may be postponed
one or more times by the mortgagee,
beneficiary, trustee, or a court, pursuant
to Section 2924g of the California Civil
Code. The law requires that information
about trustee sale postponements be
made available to you and to the public,
as a courtesy to those not present at the
sale. If you wish to learn whether your
sale date has been postponed, and, if
applicable, the rescheduled time and date
for the sale of this property, you may call
FOR SALES INFORMATION, PLEASE CALL
(855)986-9342, or visit this Internet Web
site www.superiordefault.com using the
file number assigned to this case 20201450. Information about postponements
that are very short in duration or that
occur close in time to the scheduled
sale may not immediately be reflected
in the telephone information or on the
Internet Web site. The best way to verify
postponement information is to attend
the scheduled sale. Date: 10/9/2020. S.B.S.
TRUST DEED NETWORK, A CALIFORNIA
CORPORATION. 31194 La Baya Drive, Suite
106, Westlake Village, California, 91362
(818)991-4600. By: Colleen Irby, Trustee
Sale Officer. WE ARE ATTEMPTING TO
COLLECT A DEBT, AND ANY INFORMATION
WE OBTAIN WILL BE USED FOR THAT
PURPOSE. (10/23/20, 10/30/20, 11/6/20
TS# 2020-1450 SDI-19607)

The Palo Alto Weekly is adjudicated to publish in Santa Clara County.
Public Hearing Notices Resolutions • Bid Notices • Lien Sale
Trustee’s Sale • Notices of Petition to Administer Estate
Deadline is Tuesday at noon.
Call Alicia Santillan at 650-223-6578 or email asantillan@paweekly.com.
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News Digest
Council considers phasing out parking permits
When Palo Alto’s new parking garage near California Avenue
opens to the public next month, it will stand out as both one of the
largest structures in the city’s “second downtown” and as a visible
symbol for the city’s changing approach to managing parking spots.
For area employees, the new direction will mean paying substantially more for permits to park in public lots and garages and, eventually, losing the right to park on neighborhood streets for more than
two hours altogether.
For residents in the adjacent Evergreen Park and Mayfield neighborhoods, it will create a new requirement that they purchase residential permits to park near their homes — permits that have been
free since the Residential Preferential Parking (RPP) program made
its debut in early 2017.
The policy changes, which the City Council plans to discuss on
Nov. 9, call for reducing the number of Residential Preferential Parking permits that the city sells to employees in the California Avenue
area by 120 in March, when the new sales cycle begins. A new report
from the Office of Transportation indicates that the move will be part
of a multiyear process to eliminate all employee permits and create a
system in which only residents are allowed to park on neighborhood
streets for more than two hours.
The new report notes that staff is commencing a “phased process
to eventually eliminate all remaining employee permits” in the Evergreen Park and Mayfield neighborhoods and that it plans to recommend additional reductions in March 2022.
Once the process is completed, the California Avenue area will
shift away from the downtown model, where employees and residents
can each get permits to park on the streets — to the College Terrace
model, where only residents can get permits and everyone else is
subject to two-hour time limits. Q
—Gennady Sheyner

Hotel tax on East Palo Alto ballot
This November, East Palo Alto residents will be revisiting a hotel
tax that hasn’t been touched since it was first adopted more than 20
years ago.
Measure V seeks to increase the tax on anyone renting a room in
East Palo Alto for 30 consecutive days or less.
Currently, the city has a 12% tax on temporary guests. If the measure passes next month, the tax will increase to 14%, incrementally,
by Jan. 1, 2023.
The measure is estimated to bring in $390,000 in annual revenue,
according to an impartial analysis by City Attorney Rafael Alvarado
Jr. The funds would mainly go toward the city’s affordable housing
projects — specifically the rehabilitation and maintenance of lowincome housing — but up to 15% of the money also can be spent on
city staff and “overhead costs,” according to the analysis.
The measure will also expand the definition of hotel to include
homes, apartments, condominiums and townhouses, the analysis
states. This would include rentals through Airbnb, the online rental
and home-sharing marketplace.
The measure requires a two-thirds majority vote to pass. Q
—Lloyd Lee

City looks to nix Foothills Park restriction
Spurred by a lawsuit from a coalition that includes ACLU, the
NAACP, Palo Alto is preparing to permanently abolish a long-standing policy of limiting Foothills Park only to residents and their guests.
The City Council plans to consider on Nov. 2 a new recommendation from City Manager Ed Shikada and City Attorney Molly Stump
to settle the lawsuit by abolishing the policy and making the nature
preserve accessible to all. The new policy would also limit daily entrance to Foothills Park to 1,000 people, according to a report that the
city released Thursday afternoon.
The recommendation differs significantly from the council’s proposed approach to the highly contentious issue of Foothills Park access. In August, the council voted to approve a pilot program that
would sell up to 50 permits per day to nonresidents looking to enter
the 1,400-acre preserve off Page Mill Road. The council also voted to
send the question of whether nonresidents should be allowed to enter
Foothills Park to the voters in 2022.
The lawsuit, which was filed in September, made the city reconsider this approach, according to the report from Shikada and Stump.
Under settlement now being proposed, the city would agree not to
re-institute restrictions on nonresident access in the future, including
through an election. Both parties would also acknowledge that the city
has discretion to manage Foothills Park, which would be renamed
Foothills Nature Preserve, possibly by imposing an entrance fee.
The proposal from Stump and Shikada would also allow Palo Alto
residents to have first access to reservations for Towle Campground
and Oak Grove Group picnic area. Q
—Gennady Sheyner

Revenue
(continued from page 11)

June, when the council adopted a
budget with full funding for the
project, some of their colleagues
have indicated on Monday that
it’s time to adjust the infrastructure plan.
Council members Liz Kniss
and Alison Cormack both suggested that the city needs to take
a fresh look at its capital spending
in light of plummeting revenues,
a struggling economy and recent
cuts to city services, including
Fire Department positions.
Cormack suggested that the
council have a broader discussion
about reprioritizing infrastructure projects to account for the
hotel tax trends. When she asked
when the council would have an
opportunity to change the plan,
Shikada indicated that this could
happen at the end of this year,
when the city receives bids for
the new public safety building.
He suggested moving ahead with
the bidding process despite the
council’s reservations about the
project.
“Currently having the project
up for bids would not be the time
to say, ‘Halt.’ Let’s see what the
bids come back at, as one data
point,” Shikada said.
Tanaka disagreed and recommended acting sooner, rather
than later, to halt the project.
“Why not stop it tonight?”
Tanaka asked. “Why wait longer?
It’s not like we’re seeing hotels
roaring back. Business travel
still hasn’t happened. Stanford
has not opened. We have a lot of
needs like fire and other services
in the community.”
While the council didn’t approve any budget changes on
Monday, it asked staff to explore
adding resources to the Fire Department, which saw significant
cuts as part of the council’s effort to remove $39 million from
the budget. To obviate the need
for layoffs and preserve recently
hired and trained employees in
the Police and Fire departments,
the council offered bonuses to
public-safety veterans who are
willing to retire early. While
the Police Department achieved
its newly reduced staffing levels through attrition, the Fire
Department was still set to lose
three positions, according to
Nose.
Kniss strongly advocated for
retaining these three positions,
noting that Palo Alto firefighters
have been responding to wildfires all throughout the region in
recent months.
The city could potentially fund
the positions by dipping into the
$744,000 reserve that the council created to address unforeseen
needs relating to COVID-19, she
said. Her colleagues agreed and
the council voted 6-0, with Mayor Adrian Fine absent, to extend
the “attrition ramp” until the end
of March. Q
Staff Writer Gennady Sheyner
can be emailed at gsheyner@
paweekly.com.

Pulse
A weekly compendium
of vital statistics

POLICE CALLS
Palo Alto

Oct. 15-Oct. 21
Violence related
El Camino Real, 10/14, 2:25 a.m.; adult
suicide attempt.
Sand Hill Road, 10/18, 3:40 a.m.;
domestic violence/battery.
Theft related
Grand theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
Identity theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Petty theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3

Residential burglaries . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4
Shoplifting . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
Vehicle related
Abandoned bicycle . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Auto theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6
Bicycle theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
Driving w/ suspended license . . . . . . . 2
Hit and run . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Parking/driving violation . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Theft from auto . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4
Theft from auto attempt . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Vehicle accident/minor injury . . . . . . . 5
Vehicle accident/prop damage . . . . . . 5
Vehicle tow . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5
Alcohol or drug related
Drunk in public . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Possession of paraphernalia . . . . . . . . 2
Under influence of drugs . . . . . . . . . . . 2

Menlo Park

Oct. 14-Oct. 20
Violence related
600 block Santa Cruz Ave., 10/14, 9:16
p.m.; robbery.
600 block Santa Cruz Ave., 10/19, 4:27
p.m.; assault.

I belong to Avenidas Village...
...for the social connections!
• Sheltering in place made it a lot
harder for me to connect with
friends the way I used to.
• Avenidas Village helped me learn
Zoom to join social activities like
happy hours and conversation
groups. We even have some
in-person, safely distanced
gatherings such as lunch in the
park and walking group!
• The Village community helps
me feel like I am not alone.

OBITUARIES
A list of local residents who died recently:
Cindy Baxter, 87, co-founder of Rinconada Masters swim team
and longtime Palo Alto resident, died on June 3. Susanne Friedlaender, 90, a Palo Alto resident and founder of Bridge Language
Associates, died on Aug. 17. Yvonne Daryl Murray, 89, a Palo Alto
resident, died on Oct. 17.
To read full obituaries, leave remembrances and post photos, go to
Lasting Memories at PaloAltoOnline.com/obituaries. Q

Call Avenidas Village at
(650) 289-5405 to learn
how we can help you keep
connected!

www.avenidasvillage.org

Susanne Friedlaender
March 8, 1930 – August 17, 2020
Sue Friedlaender passed away
peacefully in her sleep on August 17,
2020, after a lengthy illness.
Sue was born in 1930 in Berlin,
Germany. Her family was fortunate
to be able to escape Nazi persecution
and settle in Michigan. She received
a bachelor’s in Education from the
University of Michigan, Ann Arbor.
Sue married Frank Friedlaender
and moved to Pasadena. She
completed a Master’s in Library
Science at USC and worked in
the children’s department of the
Pasadena Public Library where Saturday morning children’s
storytime was the highlight of her week.
After their first two children were born, Sue and Frank relocated
to Ladera. All three of Sue’s children attended Peninsula School
in Menlo Park. She valued Peninsula’s progressive, creative
orientation to education and worked as a librarian there for years,
where she sparked a love of reading and learning in many children.
In the 1980’s, Sue began the next chapter of her life in Palo
Alto where she founded The Bridge Language School. She taught
English as a second language, German, and offered many other
languages through a cadre of teachers.
Sue loved to garden, enjoyed art and music, and highly valued
beauty in the world around her. Sue was strongly committed to
others and to working towards a society in which everyone has
the opportunity to fully develop their capacities. She offered free
language and citizenship lessons to those who could not afford
them and was active in local social justice and environmental
causes. She inherited these passions from her grandmother with
whom she spent the happiest part of her childhood. She loved being
a grandmother herself and, with warmth, passed on a sense of awe
in the world and deep appreciation for learning. Sue took great
pride in sharing generations of family history through detailed
records and animated storytelling. She made friends wherever she
went, greeting everyone with a smile and genuine interest.
She is survived by her younger brother Walter List, her son
David, her daughters Lenore and Diane, her grandchildren,
Hannah, Zach, Miles and Josie, and former husband Frank.
The family thanks Kensington Memory Care for their exceptional
love and care for Sue these last few years and the palliative care
team at Kaiser Redwood City and Kindred Hospice Services.
Memorial donations may be made to Smile Train
www.smiletrain.org/
PAID

OBITUARY

Open a Home Equity
Line of Credit and get

2.25

%

APR*

FOR THE FIRST 12 MONTHS

No Cost HELOC up to $250,000!

Enjoy a Prime minus 1.00% rate for the first 12 months of your new HELOC.
Use the funds for a remodeling project or pay off debt—there are no payments until
you actually use the line of credit.
X Easy application and approval process
X No points, no annual fee, no origination fees, and no closing costs
X 10-year draw period and 10-year repayment period
X Reﬁnance an existing HELOC to Stanford FCU
X California properties only

Visit sfcu.org/HELOC for more information or to apply.
+(/2&VIXQGHGRQRUDIWHU2FWREHUZLOOUHFHLYHWKHLQWURGXFWRU\UDWHRI3ULPHPLQXVIRUWKHŊUVWPRQWKVWKHQUHYHUWWR3ULPHIRUWKHUHPDLQGHU
RIWKHORDQWHUP2ŉHUDQGUDWHVDUHVXEMHFWWRFKDQJHZLWKRXWQRWLFH7KHUHDUHQRRULJLQDWLRQIHHVRUFORVLQJFRVWVIRU+(/2&VXSWR$Q(DUO\&ORVXUH)HHRI
ZLOODSSO\LIWKH+(/2&LVFORVHGLQWKHŊUVWWKUHH\HDUV&DOLIRUQLDSURSHUWLHVRQO\0HPEHUVKLSHOLJLELOLW\UHTXLUHG
7KH+(/2&UDWHLVYDULDEOHDQGVXEMHFWWRLQFUHDVHGXULQJWKHORDQWHUP5DWHLVEDVHGRQWKH3ULPH5DWHDVSXEOLVKHGLQ7KH:DOO6WUHHW-RXUQDO0RQH\5DWHV7DEOH
÷,QGH[ø 7KHŋRRUUDWHLVHTXDOWRWKH,QGH[SXEOLVKHGDWWKHWLPHRIORDQDSSOLFDWLRQ7KHOLIHWLPHPD[LPXPYDULDEOH$35LV(TXLW\OLQHVKDYHD\HDUGUDZ
SHULRGDQGD\HDUUHSD\PHQWSHULRGIRUDWRWDOWHUPRI\HDUV3D\PHQWVGXULQJWKH\HDUGUDZSHULRGDUHLQWHUHVWRQO\
7KHUDWHH[DPSOHVKRZQKHUHLVEDVHGRQDQRZQHURFFXSLHGVLQJOHIDPLO\GHWDFKHGKRXVHORFDWHGLQWKHVWDWHRI&DOLIRUQLDZLWKDPD[LPXP/79RI7KHDFWXDO
LQWHUHVWUDWHVDQG$35VDYDLODEOHWR\RXPD\YDU\EDVHGRQ\RXUFUHGLWVFRUH/79UDWLRDQGRWKHUIDFWRUVDQGPD\EHKLJKHUWKDQWKHRQHGLVSOD\HGKHUH5DWHVFORVLQJ
FRVWVDQGSRLQWVPD\YDU\E\SURSHUW\ORFDWLRQORDQW\SHDQGERUURZHUFUHGLWDQGLQFRPH$OOORDQVDQGWHUPVDUHVXEMHFWWRFUHGLWDSSURYDODQGQRWDOODSSOLFDQWVZLOO
TXDOLI\6RPHUHVWULFWLRQVPD\DSSO\
)HGHUDOO\,QVXUHGE\1&8$_(TXDO+RXVLQJ/HQGHU_10/6

Fresh news
delivered daily
Today’s local news, sports & hot picks

Sign up today at
PaloAltoOnline.com/express
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Editorial
Our election
recommendations
by the Weekly editorial board

W

e are reprinting our editorial endorsements below for
readers who may have missed them in prior weeks.
For full explanations of the positions taken on local
candidates and issues, go to PaloAltoOnline.com/news/section/
editorials.
Voters who are still researching measures and candidates prior
to casting their ballots can also find helpful articles all gathered
in our Election Guide on PaloAltoOnline.com (search for “Election Guide 2020”).

U.S. Congress
Anna Eshoo (D)(inc)

State Senate
Josh Becker (D)

State Assembly
Marc Berman (D)(inc)

County Board of Education
Melissa Baten Caswell

Foothill-DeAnza College District Board
Peter Landsberger (inc)
Laura Casas (inc)
Gilbert Wong (inc)

Palo Alto City Council
Pat Burt
Ed Lauing
Greer Stone
Lydia Kou (inc)

Palo Alto Unified School District Board
Jennifer DiBrienza (inc)
Todd Collins (inc)
Jesse Ladomirak

Local and state ballot measures
Measure O - YES
Palo Alto Unified School District Parcel Tax (requires twothirds vote)

Measure S - NO
Santa Clara Valley Water District Parcel Tax (requires twothirds vote)

Measure RR - YES
Caltrain Sales Tax Measure (requires two-thirds vote)

State propositions
Prop. 14 - No

Stem cell bonds

Prop. 15 - Yes

Commercial property tax split roll

Prop. 16 - Yes

Affirmative action

Prop. 17 - Yes

Parolees’ right to vote

Prop. 18 - Yes

17-year old vote in primaries

Prop. 19 - Yes

Transfer of tax base

Prop. 20 - No
Prop. 21 - Yes

Criminal justice reform rollbacks
Rent control at local level

Prop. 22 - No

Gig workers as independent contractors

Prop. 23 - No

Dialysis clinic requirements

Prop. 24 - Yes

Data privacy

Prop. 25 - Yes

Cash bail referendum
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Spectrum
Editorials, letters and opinions

A quality-of-life issue
Editor,
Regarding the Castilleja
School expansion, let’s be clear,
this debate is not a referendum
on women’s education. Everyone
in Palo Alto supports women’s
education.
And this is not a debate on the
quality of education that Castilleja provides. Castilleja is a
fine school, as we are blessed
with a number of fine schools in
the area such as Paly, Gunn, Sacred Heart Prep, Menlo School
and Pinewood.
The issue — and only issue
on the table — is the question
of Castilleja’s efforts to bully its
neighbors and all of Palo Alto
in a money grab to expand it’s
already over-committed location to allow for more $45,000
per year sources of revenue (aka
students).
The issue is this: As reported
in the Draft Environmental Impact Report, traffic caused by the
expansion of Palo Alto’s Castilleja School was identified as
a “significant and unavoidable”
impact to the neighborhood.
That’s the only fact that matters — that the Castilleja expansion will have a negative impact
on the traffic, quality of life, and
safety to all of Palo Alto, with
nothing of value being returned
by the Castilleja expansion.
The sad point is that Castilleja
has the wealth and resources to
explore other expansion options.
For example, look at what Harker
and Pinewood did to expand by
creating a second campus. And
I’m sure that nearby cities would
cherish the opportunity to have
a bustling Castilleja campus in
their community.
One last and interesting question: How many signs in support
of Castilleja’s expansion have
you seen around Palo Alto? Sure,
we see lots of signs supporting

Castilleja the school or supporting women’s education, but not a
single sign supporting the unwelcome Castilleja expansion.
Bill Schmarzo
Emerson St, Palo Alto

Climate change and
housing
Editor,
For those of you who haven’t
lived in Palo Alto for half a century, 95 degrees, three days in
a row in the middle of October,
is not an “Indian summer.” It’s
not normal. It’s climate change.
Wildfires in November (2018)
is not normal. No freeze for 15
winters in a row (2004 through
2019) is not normal. No fog in
August is not normal. Not only
are three days in a row with temperatures 25 degrees above average in the middle of October not
normal, it’s terrifying.
Two of the three biggest factors
in humans heating up the planet
are transportation and building. In refusing to allow density
housing, Palo Altans are forcing
people to drive and drive longer.
Until the planetary population
stops increasing, more housing
needs to be built, but Palo Alto
builds 6,000-square-foot dwellings for a family of four rather
than 6,000 square feet for four
families of four (a fourplex). The
same climate change “money”
spent on four people that could
have been used for 16.
Palo Altans have been voting
in “residentialists” for years.
Palo Altans for Sensible Zoning is the political embodiment
of the residentialists. A vote for
anyone they endorse is a vote for
climate change.
At what point does our refusal
to build enough housing become
criminal?
Deborah Goldeen
Birch Street, Palo Alto

WHAT DO YOU THINK?
The Palo Alto Weekly encourages comments on our coverage
or on issues of local interest.

What do you think about the
regional plan to increase Palo
Alto’s housing stock by 36%?
Submit letters to the editor of up to 300 words to letters@paweekly.com.
Submit guest opinions of 1,000 words to editor@paweekly.com. Include your
name, address and daytime phone number so we can reach you.
We reserve the right to edit contributions for length, objectionable content,
libel and factual errors known to us. Anonymous letters will generally not be
accepted. Submitting a letter to the editor or guest opinion constitutes a granting
of permission to the Palo Alto Weekly and Embarcadero Media to also publish it
online, including in our online archives and as a post on Town Square.
For more information, contact Editorial Assistant Lloyd Lee at llee@paweekly.
com or 650-223-6526 or Editor Jocelyn Dong at editor@paweekly.com.

Single-family zoning
Editor,
The Weekly endorsed four
candidates for Palo Alto’s City
Council, all of whom strongly
oppose state legislative mandates
that would effectively eliminate
single-family zoning for housing.
Yet, at the same time, the Weekly also endorses for reelection the
current California Assembly representative, former Palo Alto City
Councilman Marc Berman. This
is somewhat odd because Berman supports state mandates that
would override local control.
Berman voted in favor of
SB1120 during the last legislative
session. This bill, which did not
pass because of time limits, would
override local zoning ordinances
and allow denser housing in single-family residence zones. There
was an earlier and more draconian
effort at busting up the singlefamily zoning, Scott Weiner’s
SB50, which did not make it out of
the State Senate a few years back
and so Berman did not have to
vote on it. And when questioned,
he weaseled out of making a clear
statement. In a 2019 interview
with the Weekly, he said that “he
shares the bill’s goals.”
Residents who are concerned
about housing policy directives
from Sacramento overriding local control of zoning for housing
should vote instead for someone
who has taken a strong position
against these proposals.
Arthur Liberman
Chimalus Drive, Palo Alto

No on Measure RR
Editor,
I agree with Michael Brady in
recommending a “no” vote on
Measure RR. These regressive
taxes contribute to making the
Bay Area a horribly expensive
place to live; especially for people
of modest means, who must pay
the greatest percentage of their
income in these regressive taxes
and fees. Each increase by itself
does not amount to much, but the
cumulative effect is to add to the
unaffordability of the region. The
tax proposal fails to take into account that residents are taking an
economic hit from the never-ending lockdowns. Recommending
a sales tax increase during these
difficult times is simply tone deaf.
Since the shutdowns began, the
government has shown little sympathy to residents who have been
ruined financially.
More alarming are reports that
special interests are pouring millions of dollars into the push for
(continued on page 19)

Check out Town Square!
Hundreds of local topics are being discussed by local residents
on Town Square, a reader forum sponsored by the Weekly at
PaloAltoOnline.com/square. Post your own comments, ask questions
or just stay up on what people are talking about around town!

An Alternative View

Why a gag order for commissioners?
by Diana Diamond

I

n a proposed
new handbook
for some 41
members on Palo
Alto’s boards and
commissions, one
recommendation
from city staff
states that these
City Council appointees should
avoid talking to
the press: “Statements to the media should
generally be avoided.”
That would certainly ensure less transparency in this city. And some commissioners are saying it is a draconian attempt
to stifle their First Amendment rights.
Late last year, City Manager Ed Shikada
told the council that some commissioners
were speaking not as individuals but for
the commission and as a result were giving
mixed messages to the public. He added
his concern that some commissions were
talking about items in which the council
was not interested.
The council decided that the city should
develop standards and guidelines for these
commissioners, in a “broad and general
way,” according to Councilman and then
Mayor Eric Filseth. The council did not
suggest any rules about talking to the press.
Council members Tom DuBois and Alison
Cormack were asked to work with staff on
general instructions.
Now we have a 33-page single-spaced
handbook written by staff, filled with
proposed regulations for commissioners.
There are seven boards and commissions,
all of whom meet regularly. The handbook

Letters
(continued from page 18)

this regressive Caltrain sales tax.
The scope and intensity of the
pro-RR push is disturbing. What
is the hidden agenda behind Measure RR? Why are the special interests spending all this money to
convince us to pass yet another regressive tax increase on top of an
already high sales tax when a majority of Caltrain’s clientele makes
north of $100K a year? And why
can’t Caltrain’s supporters wait
until the pandemic is over and
then accurately assess how much
money a post-COVID-19 Caltrain
actually needs?
Instead of another regressive
add-on to an already high sales
tax, why not increase taxes on the
rich tech companies that are responsible for the congestion problem? In the meantime, say “no” to
the special interests and stop the
sales tax increases.
Bill Hough
Mount Hamilton Avenue,
Los Altos

includes guidelines that not only discourage commissioners from talking to the media but also requires every board to submit
a work plan for council approval, which,
evidently, would disallow a commission
from talking about events that occur during the year, like police-public conflicts
and disturbances.
Most upsetting to some commissioners
is that the book specifies the council can
remove any commissioner at any time for
any reason.
Wow! That sure doesn’t sound like open
government, does it? So if a council has
a divided Human Relations Commission,
does that mean half the commission can
summarily be dismissed because the council doesn’t like the recalcitrants who support something like gay marriage? Just
asking. But we all need to ask because the
rule is so unspecific that it appears to me
anyone could be removed at any time at the
whim of the council.
I don’t like that.
The council started discussing these
guidelines at last Monday’s meeting, but
only commissioners spoke. The topic is on
the agenda again this Monday, Oct. 26.
And because I am a journalist, I am particularly concerned about proposed rules
that instruct commissioners not to talk to
the press, which were first reported by the
Daily Post.
Filseth earlier had told me that he was
unaware of the rules about talking with the
press; DuBois told me that neither he nor
Cormack as council reps wrote the report.
I went through the document. In the index, the last item was “Addressing the Media and the Public.”

Follow the money
Editor,
Greg Tanaka listed almost
$43,000 in donations from real
estate interests out of $68,591 reported on his California Form 460
filing for his July 1 to September
19 reporting period, according to
public records.
In two previous California Form
460 filings, Tanaka also reported
receiving $15,500 in donations
from various real estate interests,
both of those periods being before
he filed papers in July of this year
to run for reelection. That is an
aggregate of at least $58,500 from
real estate interests, which is a lot of
money from a single business sector
of our community.
Overall, Tanaka had $13,000
in donations during the last half
of 2019 and $83,260 in donations
so far in 2020 for a grand total
through September 19 of $96,260,
which is a lot of money (to say the
least) to underwrite a local city
council campaign. Presumably he
has received more donations since
September 19, which if received,
may put him over the $100,000
mark.

The first part read, “Statements to the
media should generally be avoided. If
asked, route questions through the Chair in
collaboration with the City’s Chief Communications Officer.” Then it goes on to
say: “When addressing the media, observe
the following guidelines:
• You must clarify who you represent as
the speaker. Are you speaking in your capacity as a BCC (Board, Commission or
Committee) Chair or as a private resident?
Keep in mind that a member’s comments
to the press or other public comments are
sometimes misinterpreted even though the
BCC Chair states that they are speaking for
themselves.
• Do not make promises to the public that
are binding on the BCC, staff or the City
Council.
• Comments to the media or the public should be factual and accurate. Avoid
speculation.”
So what’s a commissioner supposed to
do? Avoid talking to the press? But if s/he
doesn’t, then the person has to follow all
these recommendations, which sound like
a terrible way for the press (and public!) to
know what is really going on at these meetings. Why all this control? And why avoid
speculation, like, “I think if we word this
right, the council will approve”?
Why can’t there just be a single recommendation stating that any commissioner,
when talking to the press, should make sure
to say she or he is speaking as one member
of the commission and offering a view that
does not represent the entire commission’s
views?
One question: I wonder who wanted this
gag order for commissioners? Obviously it

was buried in this document. Why?
The reaction from commissioners who
attended Monday’s meeting was negative, as in loud and clear. One said such
restrictions would “drastically adjust” a
person’s decision to serve on a commission or board.
And allowing the council to remove a
member for any reason was “dictatorial and
unmanageable.” Another commissioner
said this was “very concerning,” especially
if removals were for “political reasons.”
Another commissioner said such rules were
a “horrible way to manage someone.” And
another said it was a way to silence minority voices and opinions and progressive
views with which the staff may disagree.
Good for them! I hope the council
listened.
The public understands commissioners’
views differ from each other. And there is
no singular message expected — just look
at all the 4-3 council votes. There are usually majority and minority views on any
committee, and boards and commissions
in Palo Alto are no exception.
And why in the world does the chair of a
commission have to work “in collaboration
with the City’s Chief Communications Officer,” a staff person? Commissions should
not need any staff approval in making their
recommendations to the council.
The council runs the city, not the staff.
Period. Q
Diana Diamond is a longtime Palo
Alto journalist, editor and author of the
blog “An Alternative View,” which can
be found at PaloAltoOnline.com/blogs.
You can email her at DianaLDiamond@
gmail.com.

We all hear that money buys “access.” Tanaka consistently votes
pro-business. Wonder why? Possibly, “follow the money” as they say.
Palo Alto needs City Council
members who have put — and will
put — the interests and concerns of
the residents of Palo Alto foremost
in their deliberations. We do not
need someone who is beholden to
business.
Joe Hirsch
Georgia Avenue, Palo Alto

Stay safe
Editor,
I am appalled, but I guest not
surprised, after seeing photos of
President Trump arrive back at the
White House earlier this month —
still contagious — and remove his
mask, and leave it off as he went
into the building. He obviously
doesn’t know that masks are to
protect others almost more than to
protect oneself. I sincerely hope that
my fellow Palo Altans have more
sense than that. Let’s continue to
keep each other healthy.
Virginia Smedberg
Washington Avenue, Palo Alto
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WHY SUPPORT

LOCAL
JOURNALISM?
Our subscribing members
say it best...

“

I thought your explanation of how good
reporters approach election coverage and
endorsements was excellent. Many people
don’t understand the role of the press.
Local journalism is vitally important to the
civic life of our communities. Thank you!

”

- Brenda T.

Will you join the thousands of others
supporting local journalism?
Now’s your moment to step up when we need you the most.
Subscribe now at PaloAltoOnline.com/join
You can also subscribe for one year by mailing a check for $120
($60 for seniors and students) to us at 450 Cambridge Ave., Palo Alto 94306.
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FALL 2020

Healthcare That Cares
For Nearly 20 Years • Give Health this Holiday Season

Photographers: Nina Leviten and Lourdes Sanchez

Above: Pediatric Nurse Practitioner, Lisa Lestishock (left), holding Zoe (right).
Upper right: Medical Assistant, Cynthia (right), preparing Francisco (left) for his eye exam.
Lower right: Dental Assistant, Linda (left), preparing Marissa’s (right) for her dental exam.

Letter from the CEO
Dear Friends,
Six months have passed since California’s COVID-19 shelter-in-place order
went into effect. During this entire time, we at Ravenswood Family Health
Network have continued to deliver essential health care services in our
communities. Since MayView Community Health Center became a member of
Ravenswood Family Health Network in April 2020, we have pivoted to share
our combined wealth of expertise—greatly facilitating our ability to respond to
this crisis.

system called Epic. On July 14, 2020, after a year-long planning process,
we successfully transitioned to Epic from our old EHR system. We expect
WKLVWUDQVLWLRQWRLPSURYHRXUSURYLGHUōVHIƓFLHQF\DQGDOORZXVWREHWWHU
coordinate care with our external health care partners, including
specialists, who also use Epic and shorten response time in Emergency
Rooms or at Hospital Admissions because records, lab results, and
medication lists will be available.

We serve communities who are at high-risk for COVID-19, including patients
who are low-income, identify as racial or ethnic minorities, and/or have
chronic health conditions. Understanding this, our staff on the front lines have
risen to the challenge with grace, courage, and compassion.

We continue to support our communities by providing culturally sensitive,
integrated primary and preventive health care, regardless of ability to pay
or immigration status. We also are grateful for our partner agencies who
are working with us to address the food, housing, material, and
educational needs of our shared clients. We would like to thank you in
advance for your generosity and support.
Together, we can make a difference in the lives
of our neighbors, ensuring that everyone has
access to high quality health care.

Our clinics have implemented many measures to ensure that our patients,
providers, and support staff are as safe as possible. We have created careful
strategies for minimizing risk of COVID exposure, such as screening all
patients, staff, and visitors before entry into our clinics, offering telehealth
visits, creating drive-through dental appointments for our youngest dental
patients, and dispensing prescriptions from our parking lot. We began
offering COVID-19 testing for our symptomatic patients in March, and now
test our asymptomatic patients who are essential workers plus any patient
who wants to be tested.
We are excited to share that amidst our efforts to deal with the COVID-19
pandemic, we were able to transition to a new electronic health records (EHR)

Learn about
gift-matching
on Page 4.

Luisa Buada, RN, MPH
&KLHI([HFXWLYH2IƓFHU

Photographers:
Katherine Bick & Tomomi Mori
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Our Mission
To improve the health of the community by providing culturally sensitive, integrated primary
and preventative health care to all, regardless of ability to pay or immigration status, and
collaborating with community partners to address the social determinants of health.

One Stop Shop
Board of Directors

Melieni Falemaka Talakai, Chair
Fred Mondragon, Vice Chair
Genesis Cerna, Secretary
Julio Garcia, Treasurer
Senseria Conley, Parliamentarian
Manuel Arteaga
Marcelline Combs
Esmeralda Garcia
Suleyma Garcia-Prado
Siteri Maravou
VJ Periyakoil, MD
Sherri Sager, Board Liaison

Guadalupe has been a patient of Ravenswood Family Health Network (Ravenswood) since
WKHGRRUVƓUVWRSHQHGLQ*XDGDOXSHZDVQLQH\HDUVROGZKHQKHUPRWKHUWRRNKHU
and her siblings to Ravenswood for all their health care needs. Now 30 years-old,
Guadalupe still goes to Ravenswood. She has found a care team—of doctors, physician
assistants, optometrists, dentists, pharmacists, and much more—that she deeply trusts and
relies on.
Just as Guadalupe’s mother took her and her siblings to Ravenswood, Guadalupe is now
doing the same for her family—she takes all of her children to Ravenswood! Guadalupe’s
husband is a Ravenswood patient too! Guadalupe’s children have used Ravenswood’s
Pediatric and Dental services and her husband has used Family Practice services, while
Guadalupe has utilized all of Ravenswood’s services.
One of Ravenswood’s pharmacy technicians
(left) preparing Guadalupe’s (right)
prescription.

Advisory Council

Patricia Bresee, Chair
Maya Altman
Greg Avis
Caretha Coleman
Greg Gallo
Lily Hurlimann
Rose Jacobs Gibson
Ross Jaffe, MD
Jim Koshland
Richard Levy, (ret.)
John A. Sobrato
Dr. Frederick St. Goar
Jane Williams
Gordon Russell (ret.)

While Guadalupe is pleased with all the services she has received at Ravenswood, she has
been exceptionally pleased with Ravenswood’s Women’s Health services. She shares how
Rebecca Pinto, a Women’s Health Physician Assistant, “has gone above and beyond” for her
as her Women’s Health provider. Guadalupe has been so delighted with Rebecca’s care!
Guadalupe stated, “At Ravenswood, I don’t feel like I am another number!”

Conquering Cancer
February was a challenging month for Guadalupe’s family, as she was diagnosed with
cervical cancer. She had many worries about her current stage. Her primary care provider,
Amy Wolfe, referred her to external care at Stanford for additional exams and imaging to
get a better understanding of her current state and progress. Upon receiving the results,
VKHIHOWRYHUZKHOPHGE\XQFHUWDLQW\VRVKHFDOOHG5HEHFFD5HEHFFDFODULƓHGKRZKHU
current stage of cancer, stage 1, meant that cancer cells were not found beyond the tissues
of the cervix and uterus. Guadalupe said with relief, “I know I can call Rebecca whenever I
have a worry—she makes me feel secure about my health.”
To remove the cancer in her cervix, she went through a hysterectomy, which is a surgical
procedure to remove the uterus and cervix. In July, Guadalupe was cancer free! “One
contributing factor to her success story was that she kept all of her appointments,” shared
Rebecca proudly. “I have known Guadalupe for 14+ years. Long term patients like her bring
joy, richness, and purpose to the work we do.”
Rebecca Pinto (right), actively listening to
Guadalupe’s (left) health concerns after
surviving cervical cancer and COVID.

Facing COVID
Just as Guadalupe was recovering from her surgery, she was unexpectedly infected by
COVID-19 in August. She had no idea how she contracted it as she practiced social
distancing, hand washing regularly, and mask wearing. After experiencing COVID-19
symptoms for a week—fever, headaches, fatigue, sore throat, and congestion—she feared
for the worse and was rushed into the emergency room.
She was immediately tested for COVID-19, and the result was positive. Since she was
immunocompromised due to the process of recovering from cancer, the virus took a hard
hit on her health. She was on bed rest for a few weeks. Luckily, her husband and children
did not have COVID and were able to help Guadalupe recover. Once she had regained
her strength, Guadalupe took another COVID test and was negative! Guadalupe and her
family were relieved after months of health challenges for her!
Maria (left) screening Guadalupe (right)
before her medical appointment.

Photos, above: Lourdes Sanchez
Photos, bottom row: Nina Leviten and Lourdes Sanchez

After surviving COVID-19, she scheduled a follow-up appointment with her primary care
provider, Amy, to assess her overall health. So far, Guadalupe has experienced minor
damage to her respiratory system. Amy is working with Guadalupe to strengthen her
breathing muscles.
The challenges that Guadalupe faced demonstrate not only the multiple health problems
our communities face, but also the resiliency of our communities. Regardless of the
obstacles faced among our communities, Ravenswood will always be there to serve and
support the well-being of our communities.

Our V
Vision
Our patien
patients will become educated, engaged and empowered
powere to actively manage their
ir health and beco
become advocates
for health
healthy living within their family and the community, inspiring others to value good health ass true w
wealth.

Ravenswood’s Approach to COVID-19
Providing Care During COVID
,QWKHƓUVWWKUHHPRQWKVRI&29,'ZHTXLFNO\WUDQVLWLRQHGWKHZD\ZHSURYLGHGFDUH
to be safer for patients and staff by launching telephone and televideo visits. We
canceled routine visits, except for prenatal, reproductive health, and well-child visits.
Additionally, we started dispensing prescriptions outside of our main health center
via our mobile clinic and offering drive-through dental exams for our youngest
patients, ages three and younger, to ensure they had continuous access to
preventive dental care during this key life stage.

Ravenswood staff, Paul (left) and Jennifer
(middle), screening a patient, Patricia (right),
before she enters the main health center.

$VZHOHDUQHGPRUHDERXW&29,'DQGGHYHORSHGQHZSURFHGXUHVDQGZRUNŴRZV
we started offering more in-person services. All services are now open with the
exception of our optical shop. Although we are open for in-person appointments,
we are minimizing walk-ins by expediting phone triaging. We understand that some
patients may be apprehensive about coming in for care so our Health Coaches have
conducted health check-in calls to those patients.
We check that all staff, patients, and visitors are wearing masks and screened before
entering any of our buildings. We sanitize all surfaces regularly, space lobby chairs
at least six feet apart, and practice social distancing. We also have plexiglass at each
front desk space. Our Incident Response Team has worked on obtaining personal
protective equipment supplies through every means necessary as well.

Marcos sitting in the socially distanced lobby
before his appointment.

COVID-19 Testing
Since March, we have conducted COVID testing for symptomatic patients via
drive-thru in the parking lots of our main health center in East Palo Alto and our
Sunnyvale clinic. Currently, COVID testing is by appointment only. We recently
expanded access to testing for asymptomatic patients who are essential workers
and any patient who requests to be tested.
Evolving Safety Guidelines
:HUHJXODUO\XSGDWHRXULQIHFWLRQFRQWUROSURWRFROVDQGZRUNŴRZVWRHQVXUHWKDWZH
are following the most up-to-date best practices. For instance, our Dental Team
created a 26-page infection control manual which guides us in providing dental
care in the safest manner possible during COVID.
As we continue to face this pandemic, we will keep taking extensive precautions
throughout our clinics to keep our patients and staff as safe as possible, adopting
GLJLWDOGHYLFHVWRLQFUHDVHHIƓFLHQFLHVDQGFKDQJLQJRXUZRUNŴRZVDVKHDOWK
guidelines evolve. During this pandemic, our staff have remained dedicated,
UHVSRQVLYHDQGŴH[LEOHDVWKH\FRQWLQXHVHUYLQJRXUSDWLHQWVGXULQJGLIƓFXOWWLPHV

Registered Nurses, Micaela (left) and Stefan
(right), collecting completed COVID tests.

RAVENSWOOD SERVICES
Primary Medical Care
• Prenatal Care
• Pediatric & Adolescent Medicine
• Adult Medicine
• Women’s Health
• Optometry & Optical Services
• Screenings & Immunizations
• Pharmacy
• General X-ray
• Ultrasound
• Mammography
• Referrals to Specialty Care
Integrated Behavioral Health Services
• Crisis Intervention
• Short-Term Counseling
• Social Service Referrals
• Parenting Support
• Domestic Violence Counseling
Center for Health Promotion
• Chronic Disease Management
• Health Coaching
• Health Coverage Enrollment
Ravenswood Family Dentistry
• Pediatric & Adult Dental Care
• Preventive Care
• Restorative & Periodontal Care
• Crowns, Bridges & Dentures
• Oral Surgery
• Emergency Dental Services
• Oral Health Education
• Preventive Dental Care in 41 San Mateo
County Pre-Schools and Other Sites

RAVENSWOOD LOCATIONS
Ravenswood Family Health Center
1885 Bay Road
East Palo Alto, CA 94303
Ravenswood Family Dentistry
1807 Bay Road
East Palo Alto, CA 94303
Center for Health Promotion
Eligibility & Enrollment
1842 Bay Road
East Palo Alto, CA 94303

MAYVIEW SERVICES

Ravenswood Receives Over 12,000 PPE Donations from the Community
Ravenswood Family Health Network is extremely grateful for the way our community
has come together in this challenging time and provided us with in-kind donations
of personal protective equipment (PPE) when shortages meant we could run out
and have to close. We would like to thank our local students from Mountain View
High School and Foothill College for their donations, our local businesses and
organizations, Alan Meyer Group, Seamstresses United, WizChinese, Sand Hill
Properties/Woodland Park Communities, Maker Nexus, Nhat Tam Charity, and
Advantage Converting, as well as our individual donors. Thanks to the generosity of
many different groups of people, Ravenswood has received over 11,000 masks,
including N95s, community masks, and surgical masks, as well as over 1,000 other
PPE materials such as face shields and hand sanitizers. These supplies help us keep
our staff and patients safe! As we operate on the front-lines of the pandemic, the
support of the community means so much to us.

• Perinatal Care
• Pediatric & Adolescent Medicine
• Adult Medicine
• Women's Health
• Integrated Behavioral Health
• Chiropractic Care
• Chronic Disease Management
• Health Education
• Screenings & Immunization

MAYVIEW LOCATIONS
MayView Sunnyvale
785 Morse Avenue
Sunnyvale, CA 94085
MayView Mountain View
900 Miramonte Avenue, 2nd Floor
Mountain View, CA 94040
MayView Palo Alto
270 Grant Avenue
Palo Alto, CA 94306

CONTACT US
Development Department
Development@RavenswoodFHC.org
650.617.7829
www.RavenswoodFHC.org

Ravenswood’s Transition to Epic in Spite of COVID

We Value Feedback! Patient Advisory Day 2020
Image: Screenshot compilation

After using our current electronic health records system for nearly a
GHFDGHZHVZLWFKHGRYHUWRDPRUHHIƓFLHQWV\VWHPFDOOHG(SLF:H
ZDQWHGRXUSURYLGHUVDQGVWDIIWRVSHQGOHVVWLPHWU\LQJWRƓJXUHRXW
electronic health records, and more time doing what they are passionate
about—caring for our communities. We chose to transition to Epic because
it is one of the largest electronic health records systems used by health
care organizations throughout the United States. Using Epic will help us
better coordinate care with external health partners such as Kaiser
Permanente, Stanford, Lucile Packard Children’s Hospital at Stanford, and
Sutter Health/Palo Alto Medical Foundation, since they use Epic as well.

5DYHQVZRRGōV&(2/XLVD%XDGD WRSURZODEHOHG OLVWHQLQJWRSDWLHQWVVKDUHWKHLU
experience through our virtual Patient Advisory Day.

For over a year, we prepared for this transition. The onset of COVID-19
threw a wrench into our meticulously planned transition strategy— suddenly
we were operating at the front lines of a pandemic while simultaneously
VZLWFKLQJUHFRUGVV\VWHPV7KDQNVWRWKHKDUGZRUNDQGŴH[LELOLW\RIRXU
transition team, however, we were able to pull off the conversion despite
these challenges, and we successfully moved to Epic on July 14, 2020! We
are so happy to have completed this transition so that we can enhance the
care we provide for our patients.
Photographer: Lourdes Sanchez

/HIW'U7KDNXU&KLHI'HQWDO2IƓFHU OHIW ZRUNLQJZLWKWKHGHQWDOWHDPWRWHVWUXQ(SLF
5LJKW0RQLFD0HGLFDO$VVLVWDQWORJJLQJLQWR(SLFLQSUHSDUDWLRQIRUKHUQH[WSDWLHQW

Ravenswood Family Health Network had the pleasure of holding our third
annual Patient Advisory Day in September of 2020. In the past, this event
has been held in-person at our main health center, where patients have
come together with our clinic staff to discuss how Ravenswood can
continuously improve the patient experience. Since our patients’
feedback is vital to improving the way we provide care, Ravenswood held
the event virtually this year to learn from our patients despite the ongoing
pandemic.
On September 12th and 19th, our Board of Directors, CEO, Chief
&RPSOLDQFHDQG5LVN2IƓFHU3DWLHQW([SHULHQFH0DQDJHU6WDII
Development/Event Planning Coordinator, and clinic staff joined forces to
lead seven Zoom sessions in English, Spanish, and Tongan. Patients
shared the many reasons why they choose to seek care at Ravenswood
and also gave constructive feedback on how services could be optimized.
“Despite holding the event virtually, our patients called in and provided
the feedback we needed to hear to improve our care,” shared Christina
Webster, our Patient Experience Manager. Patients’ feedback is crucial as
ZHƓQGWKHEHVWZD\VWRGHOLYHUFDUHGXULQJWKHSDQGHPLFDQGFRQWLQXH
to update protocols to ensure safety. As we push forward, we encourage
our Ravenswood family to continue giving us feedback on where we can
make changes and ultimately meet the needs of our community.

Graphic and logo courtesy of GivingTuesday.org

Make a diﬀerence in someone’s
health journey this holiday season!
Donations postmarked by February 28, 2021 will be
matched dollar for dollar! As of October 9, 2020, six
generous donors are matching up to $90,000! Please
write “2020 Year-End Campaign” on the memo line
and include this remit slip.

Donate

Yes! I Want to Join Ravenswood’s Care Team!

Online at www.ravenswoodfhc.org/donate/

F $100 pays for one pediatric patient’s routine dental exam with x-rays

Mail a check with this slip to:
Ravenswood Family Health Network
1885 Bay Road, East Palo Alto, CA 94303

F $250 pays for one patient’s routine eye exam

Ravenswood Family Health Network is a tax
H[HPSW F  QRQSURƓWDJHQF\
Questions? Contact the Development Team
at Development@RavenswoodFHC.org

F $500 pays for one medical visit for an uninsured patient
F $2000 pays for one year of care for a diabetic patient
F $5,000 pays for one mother’s prenatal care
F Other ___________________________________________________

WWW.RAVENSWOODFHC.ORG

Arts & Entertainment
A weekly guide to music, theater, art, culture, books and more, edited by Karla Kane

Pear Theatre offers well acted,
poorly prod
produced ‘Lysistrata’
Streaming version of the ancient Greek comedy
is available online through Nov. 15
by John Orr | Photos by John Deven

Y

es, we audience members are desperate to
see live theater and actors are desperate
to perform. And bless their hearts at the
Pear Theatre for wanting to bring us a show —
“Lysistrata” — via the magic of video recording.
But the video, which is available through Nov.
15, is a technical mess.
The show is often funny — it is an ancient
Greek comedy, after all — but it looks and
sounds as if director Betsy Kruse Craig and videographers Sinjin Jones and John Beamer had
never seen an actual movie, and had no idea of
how to make a play work on a screen. Directing
for the stage is entirely different from directing
for a camera.
And, the production is hampered by the demands of the COVID-19 pandemic.
Everybody in the all-woman cast wears a fullface, clear-plastic mask and everybody stays socially distanced. It looks like the entire production was filmed in The Pear’s side parking lot.
But even accounting for that, there is no forgiveness for the tragic blocking, which makes it
difficult to know who is performing from scene
to scene. The unfortunate camera flow makes it
hard to keep track of dialogue, which is not helped
by the inept sound mixing. Lines of dialogue are
overwhelmed by clacking sounds of props on the
stage, or unexplained crashing noises.
The blocking might have worked indoors on a
regular stage — Kruse Craig is an accomplished
and capable stage director — but it doesn’t work
in this format.
For those who can tolerate the ham-handed
video production, there are laughs to be had,
and all eight members of the cast have moments that can be enjoyed. There is some good
acting happening behind those plastic face
masks, although it is sometimes hard to see,
thanks to sun glare on the plastic.
This production is Carolyn Balducci’s 1991

adaptation of the play by Aristophanes, first performed in Athens in 411 B.C. In it, the women of
Athens, tired of their husbands and lovers always
being away at war, decide to withhold sex until
the men agree to keep the peace.
The embargo is suggested and organized by
Lysistrata, played strongly by Cynthia Lagodzinski. She starts with Kalonike (played with plenty
of humor by the great Nicole Martin), and soon
more women are gathered, from all the warring
Greek cities.
Can they get the men to cooperate?
“Men always want to cooperate,” says one
woman.” The only problem is getting them to
stop.”
Pouring wine in a Spartan shield, the women
swear an oath, which includes “to my lover or
my husband, I’ll not open my doors, though he
flaunts his battering ram.”
The young women are helped in their effort
by the older-women chorus, which takes over
the treasury. The older-men chorus complains,
“To arms! To arms! Men with balls, arouse yourselves! ... What if the enemy controls the treasury,
which issues my veterans’ benefits?”
The play dives deep into a cornball soup as
some of the women try to escape Lysistrata’s
hold.
“They are, to put it bluntly,” says Lysistrata,
“dying to get laid.”
Eventually, the men agree to stop their wars,
the wine flows, everybody is happy, and the finale offers a connection between ancient and
modern democracy.
While it has its charms, technical difficulties
mean that the Pear’s production — like Lysistrata’s sex strike — leaves something to be desired. Q
Freelance writer John Orr can be emailed at
johnorr@regardingarts.com.
“Lysistrata” runs through Nov. 15. Tickets are
$30-$34. For more information, go to thepear.org.

Above: Natashia Deneé plays The Commissioner, left, and Cynthia Lagodzinski stars in the
title role of “Lysistrata,” a video production by The Pear Theatre.
Left: Tyler Jeffreys plays Lampito in “Lysistrata.”
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Eating Out
Unlikely openings
14 new restaurants launch locally despite COVID downturn

S

omething surprising and wonderful started happening in the last few
weeks: There were more restaurants
opening than I could keep up with.
Establishments of all stripes, from boba
shops, a food truck and a ghost kitchen to
sit-down restaurants, are opening up shop
after months of closures and dire predictions about the state of the restaurant industry (nearly one in six restaurants, or
about 100,000 restaurants, has closed either
permanently or long-term since March, according to the National Restaurant Association). Many local projects had been in
the pipeline for months or even years, and
owners said they felt a financial pressure to
open as soon as possible, despite the limitations and risks.
Zareen Khan, who opened the third location of her eponymous restaurant in downtown Redwood City this month, said she
invested “significantly” in the space before
the coronavirus hit. She started paying rent
in May, meaning she went more than five
months without any business coming in at
that location.
“Cities are being very supportive with
outdoor dining so that has helped many
restaurants reopen as well,” Khan added.
Omid Zahedi opened this month Rise
Woodfire, a massive restaurant at the San
Mateo train station. It had been in the works
for two years — two years of investment,
a full remodel and effort that he couldn’t
walk away from.
“We needed to open as soon as possible
due to our financial obligations, and every
month we did not would be another month
of falling behind on them,” he said.
Many Santa Clara and San Mateo county
restaurants are also now taking advantage
of the fact that they can again serve customers indoors, albeit at much-reduced
numbers (25% capacity or 100 customers,
whichever is fewer).
“There is the counter intuitive optimism
that ‘This too shall pass,’” Zahedi said.
“Time will tell but the bold and brave that
stayed the course in the face of dramatic
fear in the industry may end up benefiting
from the inevitable normalization of this
time. What better time to build a restaurant
than the 12-18 months that dried up supply
and created pent up demand for people’s
natural desire to gather and socialize?”
Below is a non-exhaustive list of more
than a dozen new restaurants that have
opened or are opening soon on the Peninsula, representing an exciting range of
cuisines and a sense of optimism about the
local dining world.
Because these restaurants are all new and
some of their hours are changing as they

by Elena Kadvany
adjust, call them directly or check websites
and social media for current hours.
House on First, Los Altos
House on First has replaced Bumble in
downtown Los Altos, opened by Jean-Luc
Kayigire, who owns cocktail bar Amandine
Project down the street.
House on First serves coffee, tea and pastries in the morning and dinner, cocktails,
wine and beer in the evening. The dinner
menu includes a burger (you can opt for the
plant-based Impossible patty), halibut with
romesco sauce, smoked duck with parsnip
puree and ribeye steak with herb-roasted
duck potatoes. The space has a massive outdoor patio for socially distancing dining,
heat lamps included.
Outdoor dining. 145 1st St., Los Altos;
facebook.com/houseonfirst/
Tokemoana Foods, East Palo Alto
Polynesian food is vastly underrepresented on the Peninsula, but the newly opened
Tokemoana Foods has changed that.
Tokemoana sells frozen foods and ingredients grown on the company’s farms in
Ha’ateiho, Tonga, like frozen ufi, or Samoan sweet potato. On the weekends, there’s
hot food, like palusami (taro leaves cooked
in coconut milk), sapasui (referred to as
Samoan chop suey, glass noodles stir fried
with vegetables) and feke (steamed octopus
tossed in a coconut cream sauce), among
other dishes.
Preorder for pickup. 1425 Bay Road,
East Palo Alto; tokemoanafoods.com

also includes chicken paitan and vegetable
ramens, rice bowls and sides like karaage
and fried shishito peppers.
Outdoor and indoor dining. 865 Middlefield Road, Redwood City; marufukuramen.com

available for retail purchase. They plan to
offer classes, socially distanced events and
wine and whiskey clubs.
Outdoor and indoor service. 2627
Broadway, Redwood City; thebottleshoprwc.com

BottleShop, Redwood City
John Graham-Taylor, a culinary school
graduate, sommelier, former wine supplier and restaurant general manager, has
reopened Redwood City wine bar BottleShop. His resume includes stints in both the
front- and back-of-house at the Michelinstarred Chez TJ in Mountain View, the
now-closed Viognier at Draeger’s in San
Mateo and Cotogna in San Francisco.
After BottleShop closed several months
ago, Graham-Taylor took it over with partner Tom Boriolo, wanting to bring a casual
wine bar with high-level service to the
Peninsula.
“We wanted to bring that level of quality but down to a more approachable and
less stiff environment where you can come
in, get really beautiful food, really manicured service but in jeans and flip flops,”
Graham-Taylor said.
While the former BottleShop focused on
natural wines, the new iteration will not
(though there will be some on the menu).
Graham-Taylor described the wine selection as food friendly. He plans to offer custom food-and-wine pairings to customers
in addition to a small menu of small bites
and charcuterie. Wine bottles will also be

Alebrijes Oaxacan Kitchen, Redwood
City
Carmen Lopez and her son-in-law Reynaldo Hernandez, both natives of Oaxaca,
are behind the Alebrijes Oaxacan Kitchen
food truck, which is now parked in Redwood City Monday through Thursday and
pops up in Half Moon Bay on Friday and
Saturday.
Lopez and Hernandez want to expose
more local diners to the dishes and flavors
of Oaxacan cuisine. Their two signature
dishes are memelitas and tlayudas. Memelitas look like tacos but are served on larger,
handmade corn tortillas. They’re filled with
a layer of pureed black beans, cabbage, quesillo (Oaxacan cheese made from cow’s
milk), salsa, guacamole and drizzled with
asiento, or pork lard. Tlayudas, sometimes
referred to as Oaxacan pizza, look like flatbread covered with toppings. Lopez and
Hernandez toast a thin, 15-inch corn tortilla, lay it flat and smear it with asiento and
pureed black beans, topped with cabbage,
quesillo, tomatoes, salsa and your choice
of carne asada, chorizo or marinated pork
(or all three).
(continued on page 30)

T Bread, Mountain View
The owners of T Bread opened a banh mi
shop in Saigon in 1990 and have brought
their concept to Mountain View. T Bread
makes eight kinds of foot-long banh mi
with fillings like pate, grilled pork, sardines and meatballs. There’s also made-toRUGHUJБLFXͭQ VSULQJUROOV DQGDVHOHFWLRQ
of pastries.
Takeout and delivery. 805 E El Camino
Real, Suite D, Mountain View; tbread.store
Marufuku Ramen, Redwood City
San Francisco ramen favorite Marufuku
is opening in downtown Redwood City on
Tuesday, Oct. 27.
Marufuku’s 20-hour tonkotsu ramen
regularly drew long lines in San Francisco pre-pandemic. Marufuku is known for
hakata, a regional style of ramen — a rich
pork broth served with thinner than typical noodles. Marufuku’s hakata ramen is
topped with chashu pork belly, a seasoned
soft boiled egg, green onions, kikurage
mushrooms and bean sprouts. The menu

Top: Customers dine inside Farmhouse Kitchen in Menlo Park. Photo by Olivia
Treynor. Above: BottleShop is serving small bites along with wines by the glass and
bottle in downtown Redwood City. Courtesy John Graham-Taylor.
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Eating Out

Unlikely openings
(continued from page 29)

Memelitas and tlayudas are always on
the menu but they rotate in additional
dishes such as blandas (a Oaxacan burrito) and molotes (deep-fried masa stuffed
with chorizo and potatoes).
Takeout. Located at 2666 Middlefield
Road in Redwood City Monday-Thursday and 724 Main St. in Half Moon
Bay Friday-Saturday. facebook.com/
alebrijeskitchen/
Casper Restaurant Group, Sunnyvale
Pre-coronavirus, JW Catering’s large
kitchen in Sunnyvale churned out orders for tech conferences, office lunches,

bar and bat mitzvahs and special events.
Now, it houses four different restaurant
concepts available for pickup or delivery.
Jeffrey Weinberg’s pandemic pivot has
been to transform his catering company
into a ghost kitchen. It’s called Casper
Restaurant Group, a play on the “ghost”
concept. The first restaurant was The
Marvelous Matzah Experiment (a riff off
the TV show The Marvelous Mrs. Maisel),
which serves Jewish deli fare inspired by
Weinberg’s East Coast youth, like housemade pastrami and corned beef on Wise
Sons Deli rye bread, matzah ball soup and
challah French toast.
They’ve since added Toasty Melt
(grilled cheeses), Gorgeous Grits (Southern-inspired food) and the Lockdown
Limited Luncheon (daily specials that

OUR T EAM IS IN MOT ION FOR YOU

change weekly), with more on the way.
Weinberg said he can scale up to a dozen
concepts in a single kitchen. His employees deliver food so the company can avoid
the 30% commission fee charged by third
party delivery companies.
“It’s allowed me to keep my employees
employed,” Weinberg said of the ghost
kitchen. “It’s certainly not filling the
gap on large corporate events — I gotta
sell a lot of $15 sandwiches to make up
for a $1,000 corporate event — (but) it’s
allowed us to keep the lights on and the
doors open.”
Weinberg is also looking for a brickand-mortar space to expand The Marvelous Matzah Experiment, hopefully in Palo
Alto. He’s hoping to partner with a local
restaurateur who might be struggling during the pandemic to share a kitchen and
staff.
Open for pickup and delivery. 649 S.
Bernardo Ave., Sunnyvale; casperrestaurantgroup.com
Bamboo Sushi, Santa Clara
Bamboo Sushi, the Portland, Oregon
sustainable sushi restaurant, is now open
at Westfield Valley Fair on the border of

Santa Clara and San Jose.
Bamboo Sushi is known for paying
close attention to seafood sourcing and
maintaining a low carbon footprint. Every piece of fish served at the restaurant
must meet the Monterey Bay Aquarium’s
Seafood Watch guidelines, and the menu
notes where and how seafood was caught.
Bamboo Sushi Valley Fair serves nigiri,
rolls, a wagyu burger and crispy sushi rice
topped with your choice of fish, truffled
eel sauce and green onion. It’s only open
for takeout now as it eases into opening,
though diners can eat their to-go food on
an outdoor patio. The restaurant team is
discussing when the dining room will
open.
Bamboo Sushi will join the ranks of
Din Tai Fung, Ramen Nagi, Super Duper
Burgers and Salt & Straw at the mall.
Several new eateries have also opened in
recent weeks, including Shake Shack, fast
casual chicken and rice eatery Rooster &
Rice, Southern California seafood restaurant King’s Fish House and Japanese
cheesecake chain Uncle Tetsu. The mall
recently built a new outdoor dining plaza
as part of a $1.1 billion renovation.
Takeout and delivery, with outdoor

D E L E O N R E A LT Y, I N C .
Michael Repka | CEO & Managing Broker | DRE #01854880
650.900.7000 | Info@deleonrealty.com | www.deleonrealty.com | DRE #01903224

Experience.
Integrity.
Knowledge.
The BottleShop pairs small bites with its wines. Courtesy BottleShop.

Home has never
been more important.
Helping buyers and
sellers navigate their
real estate needs during
these challenging times.

Carolyn
Aarts
Keddington
Realtor®
650.946.8122
carolyn.keddington@compass.com
DRE 01490400
Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Number
01527235. All material presented herein is intended for informational purposes only and is compiled from sources deemed reliable
JtsVBpbdsJOObyOoWOMà VBbUOpWbloWKOÛKdbMWsWdbÛpB_OdozWsVMoBzB_aB|JOaBMOzWsVdtsbdsWKOà!dpsBsOaObsWpaBMOBpsd
accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footage are approximate.
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Known for its 20-hour tonkotsu, San Francisco’s Marufuku Ramen is opening a new
location in Redwood City on Oct. 27. Courtesy Marufuku.

Eating Out
dining for takeout (no service). 2855
Stevens Creek Blvd., Suite 1840, Santa
Clara; bamboosushi.com/restaurant/
san-jose/
Wonderful, Foster City
Wonderful, downtown Millbrae’s popular Hunan restaurant, has opened a second location in Foster City. Look for the
restaurant’s signature Godfather noodles
(fresh noodles topped with a spicy pork
sauce, made-to-order, thick green onion pancakes, cilantro lamb, handmade
dumplings and other Hunan dishes.
Takeout, indoor and outdoor dining.
Accepting cash or VenMo payments only
during the soft opening. 1000 Metro Center Blvd., Suite A, Foster City; wonderful.restaurant/
Rise Woodfire, San Mateo
The owners of Rise Pizzeria in Burlingame recently opened their second
act: Rise Woodfire, located in a historic
building at the San Mateo train station at
2 North B. St. The restaurant serves the
same thin crust, wood-fired pizza as at
Rise Pizzeria, the dough made from four
flours that are fermented using a sponge
method over three days. More than a
dozen pizzas are available, or you can
build your own from a range of cheese
and toppings.
The open kitchen is equipped with two
wood-fired ovens that were handbuilt in
Naples. Here, the kitchen uses the ovens
to go beyond pizzas, with chicken wings,
kale, broccoli, salmon and prime rib getting the wood-fire treatment. Rotisserie
items such as a half or whole chicken
come with sides and sauces, from chimichurri and Peruvian aji amarillo to roasted garlic and chili butter and wood-fired
pineapple teriyaki chipotle.

Takeout, indoor and outdoor dining. 2
N. B. St., San Mateo; risewoodfire.com
Between the Bun, San Mateo
Oakland’s Between the Bun has brought
its lobster rolls to downtown San Mateo.
As the name implies, these lobster rolls
and other seafood sandwiches are served
on a bun, more like a hamburger than a
New England-style roll.
All the seafood rolls — Maine lobster,
red crab and North Atlantic Bay shrimp
are lightly dressed with mayo, butter and
a spice blend. Sides include beans, kettle
chips, slaw and waffle fries, plus lobster
bisque and clam chowder.
Takeout and delivery. 132 S. B St. San
Mateo; facebook.com/BTBLOBSTER/

sandwich, fried chicken sandwich, popcorn chicken and “loaded” waffle fries
topped with spicy pork or lemongrass
chicken, kimchi, kimchi aioli, pickled
vegetables and furikake.
Takeout and indoor dining. 446 San
Mateo Ave., San Bruno; 650-636-4494
Capo, Belmont
The family behind longtime Belmont
Italian restaurant Vivace expanded in
September with Capo, a fast-casual Mediterranean eatery. Vivace owner Mike
Gunn’s son Hayden and nephew Serhat

are running the restaurant.
Look for pita wraps, rice plates and salads — plus a calamari “po boy” wrapped
in a pita with tzatziki and pickled onions
and beef and lamb cooked on a slowly
turning spit, served with bright-pink beet
labni.
Takeout, delivery indoor and outdoor
dining. 2040 Ralston Ave., Belmont;
capobelmont.com Q
Staff Writer Elena Kadvany can be
emailed at ekadvany@paweekly.com.
Check out her Peninsula Foodist blog
at PaloAltoOnline.com/blogs.

Pylos Estiatorio, San Carlos
Laurel Street has a new Greek and
Mediterranean option with the opening
of Pylos, from the owner of the nearby
Spasso and Blind Tasting. Pylos is open
for lunch and dinner, with dishes such as
keftedes saltsa (lamb-beef meatballs in a
tomato sauce topped with yogurt), avgolemono (egg-lemon soup with chicken and
rice), saganaki (pan-fried cheese with
lemon and oregano) chicken souvlaki and
grilled lamb chops.
Takeout, indoor and outdoor dining.
621 Laurel St., San Carlos; 650-226-3652
Societea House & Eatery, San Bruno
The local boba boom continues with
the opening of Societea House & Eatery
in San Bruno, which serves some inventive milk tea drinks, like black tea mixed
with milk infused with Cinnamon Toast
Crunch cereal or blended with doublestuffed Oreos.
Societea House & Eatery also serves
food, including kimchi fried rice, bulgogi

House on First in Los Altos serves coffee, tea and pastries in the morning and dinner
and cocktails in the evening on its massive outdoor patio. Photo by Elena Kadvany.

1189 South Springer Road, Los Altos
Contact us for a private or virtual showing at 650.690.2858

1189 So uth Sp ri nger Road, Los Altos
www.118 9SouthSpr i nger . com
Charmi ng Los Al tos
Price U pon
Re qu e st

Remodel ed Ranch Home
• 3 Bedr oo ms

• 2.5 Bathrooms

• 1,6 86 sq. ft. Home

Kim Heng, MBA
650.516.7506
kimheng724

$OH[6HUR-'
650.690.2858
alexseroff
LQIR#KHQJVHURJURXSFRP
DRE# 01884007, 01921791
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Book
Talk

SOLVING WORLD PROBLEMS ...
Bestselling author Adam Grant and
entrepreneur Ben Cohen of Ben
& Jerry’s ice cream will be guests
during Kepler’s This Is Now virtual
event about solving world problems
by changing the way we do
business. Grant’s bestseller “Give
& Take” shows that nice guys
actually do win by underscoring
the ways that businesses can
not only grow but flourish by
operating beyond the bottom
line while working to improve the
lives of employees, customers
and stakeholders simultaneously.
Cohen is the proof of this hopeful
theory: a lauded entrepreneur and
deeply involved activist who cofounded the feel-good ice cream
brand, all while staying committed
to a series of important principles.
The event takes place at 5 p.m.,
Monday, Nov 16. To RSVP, go to
keplers.org.
PANEL DISCUSSES HALLOWEEN
HORRORS ... Books Inc. is hosting
a virtual Halloween Horror Panel
for young adults on Thursday,
Oct. 29, at 5 p.m. Special guests
include Sasha Laurens, author
of “A Wicked Magic;” Kendare
Blake, author of “Five Dark Fates;”
Katie Alender, author of “The
Companion;” Kat Ellis, author of
“Harrow Lake;” Kate Alice Marshall,
author of “Rules for Vanishing;”
and Justina Ireland, author of
“Deathless Divide.” This special
event will be moderated by Danielle
Vega, author of “The Unleashed.”
To RSVP, go to booksinc.net.
A COMEDIC LOOK AT
SHELTERING IN PLACE ...
Author David Leavitt, a PEN/
Faulkner Prize recipient and
National Book Critics Circle Award
finalist, will discusses his comedic
new novel “Shelter in Place” during
a virtual event hosted by Books
Inc. on Wed., Oct. 28, at 5 p.m.
“Shelter in Place” takes a look at
the invidious ways in which political
upheaval can undermine even
the most seemingly impregnable
foundations. Through his main
character, Leavitt pokes fun at the
habitués and fetishes of the socalled shelter industry. To RSVP,
go to booksinc.net.
NEW LOST CITIES SERIES
LAUNCH ... Shannon Messenger
will celebrate the launch of
“Unlocked,” the latest novel in the
New York Times, USA Today and
Wall Street Journal bestselling
Keeper of the Lost Cities series,
which follows Sophie, a girl who
discovers she’s from another world
that exists side by side with ours —
and one that has given her amazing
abilities. “Unlocked” includes a
comprehensive guide to the world
of the Lost Cities, featuring new
character and world details that
have never been revealed before
— plus fun bonuses like Keeperthemed recipes and full-color
illustrations. The virtual event takes
place on Tuesday, Nov. 17, at 6
p.m. To RSVP, go to keplers.org. Q

Title Pages
A monthly section on local books and authors
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Redwood City author Samantha Rajaram’s debut novel “The Company Daughters” explores the lives of women who were shipped to
Batavia to become wives of Dutch colonists. Photo courtesy Samantha Rajaram.

‘Y

oung ladies wanted. Orphans preferred.”
In 1622, a shipment of
women set sail on a perilous voyage from Amsterdam to Batavia
(present-day Jakarta, Indonesia).
Their destiny? To become wives
to Dutch colonists, leaving behind their familiar, impoverished
lives for the promise of dowry
payment,
exotic
travel and, perhaps, a
brighter future. In reality, these girls and
women were at the
mercy of the Dutch
East India Company,
which sponsored the
endeavor, and were
largely treated as
goods to be bought
and sold like any other
cargo, according too
Redwood City authorr
Samantha Rajaram, whose debut
novel “The Company Daughters”
takes place through the eyes and
voice of Jana, one of the titular
“daughters.”
Over the course of the novel,
Jana experiences love and loss and
bears witness to a forced intermingling of cultures, all brought to life
by Rajaram’s richly detailed and
vivid prose. Through a heroine
rooted in historical context but with
a modern sense of social justice
shining through, Rajaram touches
on issues including patriarchy, slavery and capitalism.
The novel is out Oct. 30, published by Bookouture, and the
author has recently finished her
second manuscript, a historical
novel taking place in 19th-century
India, France and Vietnam. In the
interview below (edited for clarity/
length), Rajaram discusses her path
to historical fiction, being a stickler for research and why it’s important to listen to underrepresented
voices.
Q: How did you become interested in the topic of “company daughters” and the lives
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of women during this period in
colonial Indonesia?
A: It was in the course of researching for another novel that
had a footnote that made reference
to “company daughters.” I had the
sense that one of these women
wanted to tell me her story.
Q: While much of
the
th historical background of the novel
gr
is based in fact, Jana
and her specific story
an
ccomes from your
imagination. How
im
did you decide what
d
tto include and did
yyou find yourself
ssurprised along the
way?
w
A: I was really
interested in the development of
Jakarta itself and how the Dutch
sort of tried (with unfortunate results) to emulate the city design of
Amsterdam.
I was surprised how diverse
(the population) was. A lot of the
information around slavery is not
documented well at all. My own
family’s history influences the
way I wrote this novel, as there
were slaves from India and African
slaves, as well as native slaves. The
colonial approach was, not only do
you separate families, but you separate people from their homeland.
Q: Many scenes demonstrate
the brutality faced by Jana and
others. Was it hard to write these
passages?
A: It is really a tragic story. I
didn’t feel it was honest without including the scenes of violence and
all of that exploitative behavior. Violence is everywhere; they can’t escape it. Jana describes that feeling
of being hunted. I was thinking of
my own life as a woman — I have
a daughter and I worry about her
safety. There’s always this sense of

fear about walking alone at night
or parking your car after dark. I felt
that was important to convey that
in this whole colonial narrative as
well.
Q: Good historical fiction involves attention to period-specific details. How did you do your
research?
A: I needed to understand this
world and this society. I do the best
that I can to get as much primary
material as I can. I did end up doing a lot of database research, purchased a lot of books on my own,
and traveled to Amsterdam to look
at paintings, clothes and things to
get a sense of that period of time.
Pretty much every object in the
book is an actual object I found
somewhere. I’m very obsessive
when it comes to research. When
I describe the square nails in the
floor of the ship, that detail was
probably four hours of research.
Q: You’re currently a professor of English composition at a
community college. How did you
get started as a writer?
A: I was a lawyer for almost 10
years and then I made a big career
change when my marriage ended
and I decided to go back to graduate school and pursue teaching. I
journaled a lot when I was younger
but I didn’t really start writing my
novels until I was a single mom.
I would wake up really early and
start writing these stories.
Q: Have you always been interested in history?
A: I think so. Part of that is informed by growing up in Wyoming, where I was the only Indian
kid in my school, the only Indian
family in the community. I was always very aware of how my own
history was never really discussed
in world history classes. I was also
pretty aware of how a lot of Native

American history was omitted
from what we learned about the
history of our state. That sort of
planted a seed for me to be looking at untold stories. That’s been
my guiding principle, to find those
stories.
Q: You mentioned that your
background in law influences
your writing, in both research
and issues explored.
A: In law we often have to analogize to some other sorts of cases
and I’ve had to do a little bit of that.
My main research interest in law
school was sex trafficking. This
(“The Company Daughters”) is in
essence a sex-trafficking narrative.
I’ve always been interested in how
laws and policies impact people
who don’t often have a voice. There
are so many analogs to issues happening right now — racism, the
#MeToo movement — the way
women have been treated by these
patriarchal systems we have.
Q: In the book, Jana fights to
secure a bit of independence for
herself and others. Would that
have been likely in that time period and for her situation?
A: I think it’s somewhat doubtful, but that’s aspirational on my
part. It’s kind of what I get to do
as a fiction writer. I didn’t want it
to be just this horribly sad book. I
also didn’t want to write the supercapitalist narrative or a white-savior narrative. I don’t think women
were able to have much autonomy
in those days, but I tried to embrace
that there could be possibilities embedded for those women.
Rajaram will give a virtual
presentation on “The Company
Daughters” via the Redwood City
Library on Nov.12. More information is available at samantharajaram.com. Q
Arts Editor Karla Kane can be
emailed at kkane@paweekly.com.
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Upfront
COMMUNITY

Cities, organizations put a new
spin on Halloween traditions
Safe activities abound on the Midpeninsula, from jack-o’-lantern walks
to online screenings of spooky movies
by Sue Dremann

C

Palo Alto
Jack O’ Jaunt: Pumpkincarving exhibition along California and University avenues
on Oct. 30, 5:30-8 p.m. Winners
of categories such as scariest,
cutest and most creative pumpkin will receive a $50 gift certificate to a Palo Alto restaurant
of their choosing. Strolling, but
no gathering, is permitted.
Mask-erade contest: Locals
are invited to ditch the traditional Halloween mask and decorate
a cloth face covering, then take
a selfie and post the photo on
Instagram that tags the city at
@CityofPaloAlto. Winners will
be featured on the city’s social
media pages.
Midpen Media Movie
Nights: Every evening in October, Midpen Media will play
five classic films for a Spooky
Movie Night experience. The
films will air on Channel 30 at
8 p.m. and stream live simultaneously on the Midpen Media
Facebook page.
Most creative way to safely
trick-or-treat contest: Citysponsored virtual contest about
creating the most ingenious
ways to disburse candy to trickor-treaters. Community members can share their method
through social media posts that
tag the city of Palo Alto or by
email to citymgr@cityofpaloalto.org. Winners will be featured
on the city’s social media pages.
Once Upon a Midnight
Dreary: Palo Alto Players’
livestreamed Halloween cabaret show of song and dance and
spooky scenes takes place Oct.
23-24 and 29-31 at 8 p.m. and
Oct. 25 at 2 p.m. for a fee of
$20 per household to view the
program. Visit paplayers.org for
tickets and information.
Public Art Scavenger Hunt:
A downtown scavenger hunt

involving the many whimsical
Greg Brown murals. Winners
can send the city their funny photos in front of the murals, which
will be shared on social media.
A printable scavenger hunt list
and online map are available at
cityofpaloalto.org/Halloween.

dressed in costumes and drivethru trick-or-treating combined
with a canned food drive to
benefit the Ecumenical Hunger
Program. The event takes place
Oct. 31, 3-6 p.m., at 950 Santa
Cruz Ave. Visit menlo.church/
trick-or-treat-drive-thru.

Pumpkin decorating with
henna: One-hour class over
Zoom hosted by Gamble Garden
with Priti Aggarwal to teach viewers how to design a Halloween
pumpkin using a custom-made
henna paste free of chemicals and
dyes. No carving required. The
event is scheduled for Oct. 24, 10
a.m. All supplies (pumpkin and
henna) are provided. To register,
visit gamblegarden.org.

Trick or Treat Street:
Drive-thru candy distribution by
Menlo-Atherton High School’s
Leadership program. Masks
required. The event takes place
Oct. 28, 5-8 p.m., at 555 Middlefield Road. RSVP at tinyurl.
com/rsvptots.

Spooktacular
library
events: The Palo Alto Library
offers virtual Halloween-related
events all month long and has
many tips and resources for a
safe and creative Halloween on
its page at cityofpaloalto.org/
library. Events include story
times on Oct. 26-30 and Halloween crafts on the library’s
YouTube channel (search for
paloaltocitylibrary).
Trunk or Treat: Peninsula
Bible Church on Middlefield
Road will host its free Trunk or
Treat drive-thru for families on
Oct. 31, 3-5 p.m. Volunteers will
decorate car trunks and tailgates,
and children can participate in a
visual scavenger hunt from the
safety of their cars. Guests will
be required to stay in their vehicles at all times and wear masks
if they choose to roll down their
windows. Kids will receive a
goody bag at the end of the drivethru. Visit pbc.org/trunk-or-treat.

Menlo Park
Day of the Dead Loteria:
Menlo Park Library hosts a
Day of the Dead-themed loteria game (similar to bingo) for
children on Oct. 23, 6-7 p.m.,
online. For information and to
register, visit menlopark.org.
Halloween Hoopla Carnival: Virtual city event includes
free storytelling, a juggler, a
costume contest and crafts on
Oct. 30, 4-6 p.m. Children can
also receive a free goody bag
in advance of the event. For information and to register, visit
menlopark.org and search for
“Halloween Hoopla.”
Trick-or-Treat Drive-Thru:
Menlo Church hosts an event
featuring decorated cars, people
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Mountain View
Monster Bash: The city’s
Monster Bash, a series of events,
includes a trivia night on Oct. 23
and a virtual concert on Oct. 30.
The city is also hosting weekly
challenges on social media,
providing a community recipe
e-book and more. Visit mountainview.gov/depts/cs/events/
halloween.
Plaza Haunt: Festive decorations at Pioneer Park and Civic
Center Plaza through Nov. 2.
Spooky storytime: The
Mountain View Public Library
is hosting two Halloweenthemed storytimes on Zoom for
children on Oct. 26, 10-10:30
a.m. for ages 5 and under and on
Oct. 28, 3:30-4 p.m. for students
in grades K-5. Preregistration is
required at mountainview.libcal.
com/event/7108250 (ages 5 and
under) and mountainview.libcal.
com/event/7108353 (K-5).
Spooky Times at Deer Hollow Farm: Virtual tour of
spooky barns, the farm’s livestock, and close encounters with
freaky farm monsters. Viewable
online beginning Oct. 24 at tinyurl.com/y43ursft.
Trick-or-Treat Drive-Thru:
Menlo Church in Mountain
View hosts an event featuring
decorated cars, people dressed
in costumes and drive-thru
trick-or-treating combined with
a canned food drive to benefit
the CSA (Community Service
Agency). The event takes place
on Oct. 31, 5:30-7:30 p.m., at
774 Cuesta Drive. Visit menlo.
church/trick-or-treat-drive-thru
for information.
Finally, Halloween activity
ideas for residents and safety
tips can be found on the City
of Palo Alto’s website at cityofpaloalto.org/Halloween. Q

Olivia Treynor

elebrations of the ghoulish Halloween holiday
will look a little different this year, with local public
health guidelines encouraging
face masks and social distancing and cautioning against
door-to-door trick-or-treating.
There are still many events
being hosted during the days
leading up to Oct. 31 and on the
spooky night itself.
Here’s a list of entertaining alternatives in Menlo Park, Mountain View and Palo Alto.

A werewolf halloween decoration in Josh and Jesse Bingham’s front
yard in Palo Alto on Oct. 22, 2020.

Halloween
(continued from page 5)

Plaza Haunt with festive decorations at Pioneer Park and Civic
Center Plaza.
But most municipal leaders —
and residents — expect to celebrate the spooky holiday closer
to home. A recent nationwide
Nextdoor poll found that 73% of
neighbors say they’re looking for
an alternative to trick-or-treating
this year. Nextdoor has altered
its annual Treat Map with icons
for COVID-19-safe Halloween
activities, promoting more socially distanced activities, such
as “haunted decor,” “pumpkin
projects” and a “costume wave
parade.”
Throughout the Midpeninsula, here’s how residents are
rethinking their usual approach
to Halloween:

Palo Alto: Candy
chutes, a costume
‘parade,’ a scary swim
and werewolves
College Terrace resident Laura
Forrest is taking an innovative
approach to candy deliveries at
her Yale Street residence, where
she’ll be inside her home waiting for trick-or-treaters who will
be guided by a one-way sign to
a candy chute. On Halloween,
“scary” yellow caution tape and
plastic sheeting will cordon off
her front steps and door, she
said. When she sees visitors
arrive, she’ll send candy down
the chute, which she constructed from a leaf-blower bag and
heavy, spray-painted cardstock.
Trick-or-treaters can use a handsanitizer station before retrieving the sweets from a witch’s
cauldron. A sign guides them to
the exit, she said.
The chute “is angled so it is
gravity-assisted. My sister came
a week ago and we tested it out,”
Forrest said. When a candy
bar arrived, her sister quickly
snapped up the coveted chocolate treasure and refused to give
it back, she said.
Forrest set up the chute on Oct.
1 and her ingenuity inspired one

neighbor who planned to create
her own version to promote social distancing, she said.
She has promoted the candy
chute on social media and Nextdoor but isn’t sure whether anyone will show up this year.
“If not, my daughter and I will
have some candy to eat,” she
said.
Jesse Bingham, who with his
brother, Josh, has set up an elaborate display every year at their
Rinconada Avenue home in Old
Palo Alto, said he’s cutting back
— just a bit. Last year’s theme
revolved around scary monster
movies, and people in costumes
were able to sit and watch films
on various screens, but this year
he’s taking a socially distanced
approach. He’s focusing on werewolves in the front yard and a
scarecrow-farmer and pumpkin
theme on the side.
He’s considering having people remove their cars from in
front of his house so that anyone
who wants to drive by can see
the display unimpeded, he said.
To maintain social distancing,
Bingham said he hasn’t decorated his small backyard as in years
past. The side yard has a large,
long driveway where people can
maintain appropriate distance
from each other.
“I still wanted to do something
that people could enjoy. I’ll still
get to connect with those who
are out,” he said.
Julia Murphy-Chutorian, of
Southgate, said she has invited
her neighbors on Mariposa Avenue to put out tables with candy
between 6-7 p.m. on Halloween.
“The neighbors can sit outside
and see the kids come by and
still be socially distanced. The
nice thing is having an hour of
fun for the neighbors to see the
children. The fun part of Halloween is opening the door and
seeing the costumes,” she said.
She has also reached out to
other streets in her neighborhood
through Nextdoor to see if they
want to join in, she said.
Few trick-or-treaters have
come to her neighborhood in the
past, Murphy-Chutorian noted.
This year, she said she isn’t
sure what will happen as people
choose to stay closer to home

Upfront
because of the pandemic.
“Hopefully that’s what will
come out of this: People will
stay in the community and get to
know their neighbors rather than
going out to the hottest thing,”
she said.
Greenmeadow Community
Association will host a “Spooky
Time Trials” swim meet in the
association’s heated pool on Saturday morning, Oct. 24.
The neighborhood held a Halloween Scary Distance Meet
during the evening for years,
which took a hiatus from 2016
to 2018 but was revived in 2019,
Donna Hill, chair of the association’s swim team committee,
said in an email.
As in years past, attendees will
be greeted with pool decorations, spooky music and coaches
and volunteers in costume. Event
organizers will also reward all
swimmers with a commemorative swim cap, mini pumpkin
and candy, according to Hill.
Children can win large pumpkins through a raffle drawing
that will take place throughout
the meet.
“When all returns to normal,
we will revert to evenings and go
back to serving dinner and having a bigger raffle,” she said.
The swim events for most
children are about twice as long
as their normal swim meets to
make it a little “scary,” but it’s
all in good fun and the children
won’t be disqualified if they

can’t go the full distance, Hill
said. “We just want to encourage
them to try new things in a festive environment.”
The association will also use
its adjacent park as a socially
distanced waiting area for swimmers to control the number of
people congregating, she said.
The neighborhood is also planning to have trick-or-treating
with guidelines that are somewhat more restrictive than the
city’s, according to a flyer. Residents who agree to abide by the
guidelines will be added to a map
of houses for trick-or-treating.
The guidelines include limiting the number of people trickor-treating to members of one
household, having no more than
six people in a group and wearing masks. Hosts should give out
candy in front of their house, not
at the door, and serve the sweets
from a table where they can be
spread out rather than bunched
near a common bowl. They
could also deliver treats through
a chute or a launcher.

Mountain View: Candy
slide, a dog-costume
parade and homedecorating contest
In Mountain View, Christopher
Chiang, former member and current candidate for the Mountain
View Whisman School District

Across
1 Sound of a punch [E] {I created this puzzle for
Take Your Kids To Work Day in collaboration
with my then-nine-year-old twins. Clues
followed by an [S] were written by Sid, and
clues followed by an [E] were written by Ella.}
5 Green paper that you pay with [E]
9 They make up stairs [E]
14 Make goo-goo eyes at
15 Tennis’s Arthur ___ Stadium
16 Like some dirt bike tracks [S]
17 Fearsome cat that spends moolah on
Lamborghinis and mansions? [S]
19 Former “Come on down!” announcer Johnny
20 “I ___ open this jar. Can you help, Daddy?” [E]
21 Monkey that eats curtains? [E]
23 “Gimme ___! ... What’s that spell? Ella!” [E]
24 There are 100 in a century (abbr.) [S]
26 Something a toy poodle says [E]
27 Rat-a-___ [E]
28 Something that people say in awe [E]
30 Pookums [E]
35 Scaly creature that likes to eat frosted sweets?
[S]
37 Ninja Turtle that wears red, to his friends [S]
40 Getting from ___ B
41 Kid that can have a cellphone [S]
42 Bird that smokes and does vandalism? [E]
47 Sneaky little animal [E]
48 ___ gin fizz
49 Kid who is “epic!” [S]
52 The ___ on the Shelf [S]
54 Sid: “I’m not ___ years old anymore.” Me: “No, I
mean ___ as in ‘I ___ some food.’”
55 Palindromic Turkish title
56 Water animal with flippers that makes barters
24/7? [S]
61 Wants really badly [S]
63 Go off-script (sorry, Ella, it doesn’t mean “get
more pounds”)
64 Slow animal that grows wings and gets in
your clothes? [E]
66 She was a princess “long ago” [E]
67 “The coolest kid in the universe” [E]
68 Lake that sounds scary [E]

Board of Trustees, and his
daughter, Mary, will be building
a Rube Goldberg machine-style
slide to pass out candy from a
distance, he said in an email.
The Cuesta Park Neighborhood Association’s Connections
Committee is organizing some
fun activities around Halloween, including a socially distanced Dogs in Costume parade
on Oct. 30 at 5 p.m. at Bubb
Park, 680 Barbara Ave., and a
Halloween Home Decorating
Contest on Oct. 31, according
to the committee.
They will also distribute a
digital Halloween map to the
Cuesta Park neighborhood’s
participating homes, indicating
which houses will be offering
treats.
The committee also created
an extensive set of guidelines,
which was sent out to the community through email. Its suggestions include holding small,
street-by-street celebrations,
including a socially distanced
costume parade, or designating
a home to set up individually
wrapped goody bags on their
driveway for the entire street.
Nicole O’Daniels, who lives
on Tyrella Avenue in the North
Whisman neighborhood, said
she’s switching from a planned
haunted house to decorated stations on her front yard.
“I decided to go bigger. I
started decorating in September and decided to make it a

monthlong thing,” she said.
Each station has a different
theme, including a witch with
a cauldron and a big spider, so
visitors can pick whichever area
they want to explore. Halloween-themed cellophane baggies
filled with treats will be out on
a folding table to limit physical
contact.
“It’s hard to have any kind of
sense of normalcy,” she said of
the pandemic. The decorations
“brings happiness to my heart.
I’m out there puttering every
day. Everybody’s looking for
some kind of distraction. It’s
fun. This year has brought everything you can imagine (but)

all hope is not lost. This is the
perfect holiday for social distancing,” she said. Q
Staff Writer Sue Dremann
can be emailed at sdremann@
paweekly.com. The Almanac
Staff Writer Angela Swartz
and Mountain View Voice
Staff Writer Kevin Forestieri
contributed to this story.

Employment
The Palo Alto Weekly offers
advertising for Employment, as well as
Home and Business Services.
If you wish to learn more about
these advertising options,
please call 650.223.6582 or email
digitalads@paweekly.com.

“Rhymes at the Zoo” — a group effort for Take Your Kids to Work Day. [#831, May 2017] by Matt Jones

Answers on page 10.

69 Me: “How about the clue ‘Used needles,’ Ella?”
Ella: “No, new needles. You have to use them
because it affects the fabric more than you
expect.”
70 Martens and McStuffins, for instance [S]
71 Air France fliers, once
Down
1 Type of wild “kitty-kitty” :) [E]
2 Type of lizard in “Sing” [E]
3 Horse’s mesh protection against pests, maybe
4 Sinn ___ (Irish political movement)
5 Spike thrown in the road to stop robbers [S]
6 “___ was saying ...” [E]
7 Like show horses’ feet
8 “___ Danger” (Nickelodeon show) [E]
9 Quaint stores (you’d think, based on how
they’re spelled)

About the cover: Local residents
get creative this Halloween in
their quest to celebrate the
holiday safely. Photo by Magali
Gauthier. Design by Douglas
Young.

This week’s SUDOKU

Answers on page 10.

10 Piece that goes on the floor [S]
11 Queen in Arendelle [E]
12 Water drop sound [E]
13 “Auld Lang ___”
18 Something said in an “argument party” [S]
22 Teacher’s helper [E]
25 Region with Legoland, informally [S]
29 Dislikes [S]
31 Poker money
32 “Call Me Maybe” singer Carly ___ Jepsen [E]
33 “I Like ___” (‘50s political slogan)
34 “Hallow” ending
35 Someone who might cook meatballs for you [S]
36 Animal that’s cute, fuzzy, lazy and gray [E]
37 ___ for “Ricky Bubwick” (apparently a name
that Sid just made up)
38 Everyone [S]

www.sudoku.name

39 Toilet paper layer
43 Turns evil or moldy [E]
44 Remote control car part [S]
45 Tag situations? [S]
46 Looks rudely
49 Enjoys, as food [S]
50 “Understood” [S]
51 Marks that are lines [S]
53 Popular [E]
56 Parents “who do puzzled goodness” [S]
57 Brickell whose band is the New Bohemians
58 “There ought to be ___”
59 It may be parallel [E]
60 Olympic hurdler/bobsledder Jones
62 Drinks that are alcoholic [S]
65 “Waterfalls” trio
© 2017, 2020 Matt Jones
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Two Great Properties
in Old Palo Alto!

1420 Emerson Street, Palo Alto
New Price: $2,950,000
WyWbUoOBÚÛ/nsŚds/WOÚÛ/ns
î+Oo dtbs|.OKdoMpÛtbyOoWOMï

This expanded 3 Bedroom/2 Bath bungalow
has been transformed though modern design
while retaining its 1920’s character. The
welcoming front porch and a charming entry
foyer are reminders of the home’s architectural
VOoWsBUOÛBbM_OBMsdBMoBaBsWK_WUVsøddMOM
living room with a soaring ceiling and clerestory
windows. The kitchen and baths have been
oOadMO_OMzWsVK_BppWKbWpVOpà

2046 & 2050 Emerson Street, Palo Alto
Offered at $3,500,000
ds/WOÚÛ/ns
î+Oo dtbs|.OKdoMpÛtbyOoWOMï

Outstanding opportunity to own two
KVBoaWbUKdssBUOpdbBÛpnàTsà
lot in Palo Alto’s desirable Old Palo Alto
neighborhood. Each home features a
2 Bedroom/1 Bathddol_BbÛBTt__|
equipped kitchen and private back yard.
Endless possibilities to accommodate a
multitude of needs: live in one/rent the other;
_WyOWbdbOæzdo^WbsVOdsVOoåWbø_BzntBosOopå
shared ownership with a friend….or build new.
Both properties are just blocks to outstanding
public schools, California Avenue shopping,
restaurants and Caltrain station and near
downtown Palo Alto, Town and Country
Shopping Center, and world- renowned
Stanford University.

For a complete virtual experience visit 1420Emerson.com and 2046-2050Emerson.com.
To schedule a private showing, please contact your Realtor or us.

Carol Carnevale and Nicole Aron
650.465.5958 | 650.740.7954
carol.carnevale@compass.com | nicole.aron@compass.com
DRE 00946687 | DRE 00952657 | carolandnicole.com

Better Together.

Compass is the brand name used for services provided by one or more of the Compass group of subsidiary companies. Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing
#lldostbWs|_BzpàWKObpO!taJOoà__aBsOoWB_loOpObsOMVOoOWbWpWbsObMOMTdoWbTdoaBsWdbB_ltoldpOpdb_|BbMWpKdalW_OMTodapdtoKOpMOOaOMoO_WBJ_OJtsVBpbdsJOObyOoWOMà VBbUOpWbloWKOÛKdbMWsWdbÛ
sale or withdrawal may be made without notice. No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footage are approximate.
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