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Designed to adapt.
Ready for your emergency.
We continue serving our community’s adults and children. As one of the most
advanced trauma centers in the world, we are uniquely equipped to handle all
cases at all times, even in unprecedented circumstances.
No one anticipated COVID-19, but our systems have allowed us to adapt while
maintaining the highest standards for safety.
Our new infection control procedures include digital technology for triaging your
condition, allowing for separate spaces for COVID-19 patients. Emergency teams
use fresh personal protective equipment (PPE) as well as extra air filtering and
cleaning methods to sterilize your exam room before and after your visit.
We are ready for your emergency.
stanfordhealthcare.org/emergencyready

Marc and Laura Andreessen Emergency Department
1199 Welch Road • Stanford, CA 94304
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Pediatric Emergency Department
900 Quarry Road Extension • Palo Alto, CA 94304
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Congratulations
to the Top Real Estate
Agents & Teams

in Santa Clara and San Mateo Counties 2019

Brokerage

Organized
as Agent or
Team

Key Team
Members

Total Sales*

Listing Sales

Buyer Sales

DeLeon Team

DeLeon Realty, Inc.

Team

Ken DeLeon
Michael Repka

$811,146,401

$434,887,401

$376,259,000

2

Stanley Lo

Green Banker Realty

Agent

Stanley Lo

$313,987,178

$213,720,178

$100,267,000

3

David Troyer

Intero Real Estate Services

Agent

David Troyer

$208,460,828

$193,079,380

$15,381,448

4

Judy Citron

Compass

Agent

Judy Citron

$203,714,900

$111,222,200

$92,492,700

5

Mary & Brent
Gullixson

Compass

Team

Mary Gullixson
Brent Gullixson

$192,910,000

$137,010,000

$55,900,000

6

Andy Tse

Intero Real Estate Services

Agent

Andy Tse

$184,183,716

$133,268,216

$50,915,500

7

David Lillo

DPL Real Estate

Agent

David Lillo

$158,687,788

$136,596,288

$22,091,500

8

Billy McNair

Compass

Agent

Billy McNair

$156,072,000

$90,242,000

$65,830,000

9

The Patty Dwyer
Group

Compass

Team

Patty Dwyer

$133,016,500

$79,211,500

$53,805,000

10

Keri Nicholas

Parc Agency Corporation

Agent

Keri Nicholas

$120,052,700

$81,107,700

$38,945,000

11

The Hanna Group

Real Estate 38

Team

Zaid Hanna

$117,255,116

$45,843,116

$71,412,000

12

Boyenga Team

Compass

Team

Eric Boyenga
Janelle Boyenga

$114,778,950

$66,266,450

$48,512,500

13

Kathy Bridgman

Compass

Agent

Kathy Bridgman

$113,376,555

$97,966,555

$15,410,000

14

Recip. Team†

"ÕÌvƂÀi>"vwVi

Team

Not Applicable

$108,660,945

$17,680,000

$90,980,945

15

Juliana Lee

JLee Realty

Agent

Juliana Lee

$101,509,488

$31,343,600

$70,165,888

16

Jim Arbeed

Coldwell Banker Realty

Agent

Jim Arbeed

$99,692,276

$75,112,388

$24,579,888

17

Sternsmith Group

Compass

Agent

Casey Sternsmith

$99,409,000

$53,298,000

$46,111,000

18

LeMieux Associates‡

Compass

Team

Tom LeMieux
Jennifer Bitter

$99,328,000

$74,923,000

$ 24,405,000

19

Len Stone Group

KW Peninsula Estates

Team

Len Stone

$99,170,500

$60,761,500

$38,409,000

20

Dave Clark

Keller Williams Realty Silicon Valley

Agent

Dave Clark
Troy Bambino

$97,507,500

$94,107,500

$3,400,000

Ranking

Agent/Team
Name

1

Although all DeLeon Palo Alto sellers work directly with Michael Repka, the DeLeon Team has far more resources and a more
robust staff than any independent contractor agent or small team. That, coupled with our innovative business model, creates
>Þ«iÀ>Ì>ivwViViÃÌ >Ì>ÜÕÃÌ`VÃ`iÀ>LÞÀiÛÕi>`vviÀÀiÃiÀÛViÃÌ >ÌÀ>`Ì>>}iÌÃ°
Nevertheless, clients regularly choose between the DeLeon Team’s integrated model, and the traditional approach practiced
by most other agents and teams, so we believe a direct and transparent comparison is helpful.

Search criteria as compiled by BrokerMetrics® using MLS Data: January 1st, 2019 - December 31st, 2019, Santa Clara County and San Mateo County, Residential Property (Single Family Home,
Condominium, Townhouse, Manufactured Home, Floating Home, Duet Home, Multiple on Lot, Farm/Ranch, Other Residential, Double Wide Mobile Home, Duplex). †Recip is an amalgamation
of many out of the area agents ‡Tom LeMieux operates functionally as a team but splits the team sales amongst the members when reporting sales to the MLS. For purposes of accuracy, we have
/;9.5:10@41?-81?;2@415:05B50A-8919.1>?;2@41151AD@1-9 &;@-8?-81?5:/8A01?.;@4@4185?@5:3?-81?-:0.AE1>?-81?  ;;Ŋ %?-81?C1>15:/8A0105:@41>-:75:3?

Michael Repka | Managing Broker | DRE #01854880 | 650.900.7000 | michael@deleonrealty.com
DeLeon Realty,Inc. | www.deleonrealty.com | DRE #01903224
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SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL RESTAURANTS
Enjoy local takeout, delivery and outdoor dining options

Patio Dining Now Open
MEDITERRANEAN ITALIAN CUISINE

TAKE OUT

Open for to-go orders from 12 noon-8 pm
10% discount off food 20% discount off wine
650-326-1626
2437 Birch Street, Palo Alto
www.cafeprobono.com

Tuesday-Sunday, 5-8:30 pm
3 course prix ﬁxe menu
Takeout menu also available
Wine to go ... yes, wine and cocktails to go!
50% off of wine bottles to go
140 Homer Avenue, Palo Alto
(650) 326-2530 www.stmikes.com

TAKE OUT ORDERS
Lunch: Monday - Friday 11:30AM - 2:30PM
Dinner: Monday - Sunday 5:00PM - 8:00PM
All wines 30% off

Call for:
In-Person Orders • Curbside Pick Up
420 Emerson Street • Palo Alto
650.326.0983 • evvia.net

WE ARE OPEN EVERYDAY
FOR OUTDOOR DINING

Order Your Pick up and Delivery Today
15% of proceeds going to Second Harvest Food Bank

From 11:30am-2:00pm • 5:00pm-9:00pm

PRIME TIME!

Outdoor dining beginning July 8th

Simply a cut above the Rest.

27 University Avenue, Palo Alto
Macpark.com | 650.321.9990

1921 EL CAMINO REAL, PALO ALTO
650.321.6798 | sundancethesteakhouse.com

Chicken Tikka Masala With Basmati Rice

Spacious piazza with
safe social distancing.
Patio Dining • Takeout • Curbside Pickup
Lunch and Dinner: Weds-Sun
11:30am-2:00pm and 5:00-9:00pm

200 Sheridan Ave., Palo Alto

650.328.0407

448 S. California Avenue, Palo Alto

(650) 600-8310

www.terunpizza.com

OSTERIA

Cucina Toscana
Palo Alto

To Go • Takeout
Wine To Go
Contemporary Indian Pakistani

One of the Top 100 Restaurants in the Bay Area.
Palo Alto Restaurant
365 S. California Ave.
(650) 600-8438

Mountain View Restaurant
1477 Plymouth St., #C
(650) 641-0335

Order online at www.zareensrestaurant.com
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WWW.CAFFERIACE.COM

Call Or Order Online For Takeout Or Delivery

Everyday: 4:30pm - 9:00pm
Free delivery • Order on our website
247 Hamilton Ave, Palo Alto

650 328-5700

OsteriaToscanaPaloAlto.com

Upfront

Local news, information and analysis

Largest housing project in years proposed
Sand Hill Property Company pitches 187-unit
development at Stanford Research Park
by Gennady Sheyner

E

ager to spur the creation of
more housing, members of
the Palo Alto City Council
signaled their support Monday
night for one of the most ambitious projects that the city has
seen in many years: a mixed-use

development that would bring 187
apartments to the edge of Stanford Research Park.
The development proposed by
Sand Hill Property Company
would occupy 3300 El Camino
Real, just south of Hansen Way

and The Fish Market, which is
currently a parking lot. If it wins
approval, it would be the first
project to advance under the city’s
“planned home zone,” a designation that the council recently created to provide incentives to residential developers. Modeled after
the “planned community” zone of
yesteryear, the new zone allows
developers to exceed land-use
standards in exchange for public

benefits.
But while the “planned community” zone famously left open
the question of what constitutes
a “public benefit,” the “planned
home zone” offers a clear answer:
housing. In February, the council
authorized staff to use the zoning
tool to bring the city closer to its
elusive goal of building more than
300 units per year.
Planning Director Jonathan

Lait underscored on Monday that
the city remains well short of its
housing target.
“We’re still not meeting the
goals of the council in the Comprehensive Plan, and we’re only
barely meeting our above-marketrate housing numbers that we’re
expected to make in order to meet
the (Senate Bill) 35 standards that
(continued on page 14)

LAW ENFORCEMENT

Video shows
arrest that
sparked suit
Man suffered
broken facial bone
by Gennady Sheyner
he Palo Alto Police Department posted on June 19 video footage of the July 10,
2019, arrest of Julio Arevalo, who
suffered a facial bone fracture
while being detained by an officer near the entrance to Happy
Donuts at 3916 El Camino Real.
The department released the
video on June 19, hours after this
news organization submitted a
Public Records Act request for
footage associated with the arrest
from police body cameras and the
police vehicles. The video was
posted on YouTube, along with
surveillance video footage from
the doughnut shop.
Arevalo, who was 23 years
old at the time of the arrest, is
one of two residents who have
recently filed complaints against
the department, alleging excessive force. In November, the City
Council approved a $572,500
settlement over the February
2018 arrest of Gustavo Alvarez at
Buena Vista Mobile Home Park.
The Santa Clara County District
Attorney’s Office is now considering filing charges against one of
the arresting officers, retired Sgt.
Wayne Benitez, who was seen in
that video slamming an already
handcuffed Alvarez into the hood
of a car.
On Wednesday, Arevalo’s attorney Cody Salfen, who had
also represented Alvarez, filed
a lawsuit in the U.S. District
Court, Northern District of California, alleging that the police
department unfairly targeted

T

Magali Gauthier

About 500 demonstrators march down Hamilton Avenue in downtown Palo Alto during a Juneteenth rally on June 19.

RACIAL JUSTICE

Black residents speak to
hundreds at Juneteenth rally
‘It’s not the brutality. It’s the indignity that you suffer.’
by Elena Kadvany

J

amal Harrison was so full
of rage he couldn’t stand.
Kobi Johnsson said he
felt like he couldn’t breathe as
a Black student in Palo Alto
schools.
Michael Harrison described
the indignity of getting pulled
over by the police again and
again in Palo Alto, his hometown.
Elijah Steiner read a poem
punctuated by the rhythm of

one sentence repeated over and
over: “With every step forward,
a breath.”
Eight Black community
members spoke in raw, heartfelt
detail to a crowd of hundreds
of masked people gathered at
King Plaza on Friday, June 19,
to mark Juneteenth, the day in
1865 when enslaved African
Americans in Texas learned
they were free, more than two

years after the Emancipation
Proclamation was issued.
From teenagers to adults, the
speakers illustrated generations
of subtle and overt racism on
the streets of Palo Alto and in
the city’s public schools. Several expressed doubt about the
protests sweeping the country in
the wake of the death of George
Floyd at the hands of Minnesota
police, fearing that despite the

national outrage over racial inequality and police brutality, it
won’t result in lasting change.
“Do not let a day like today
be your only method or action
when it comes to truly fighting
for our country. We are in a true
crisis,” said Brian Chancellor,
who graduated from Palo Alto
High School in 1987. “My challenge to you is to do more. What
are you going to do after today,
and tomorrow, and the next day
with your money and with your
opportunity?”
Johnsson and Makayla Miller,
who both graduated from Paly
earlier this month, described
a school system in which they
felt like they had to prove themselves because of the color of
(continued on page 11)

(continued on page 14)
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Quiet 1 bedroom 1 bath
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Palo Alto. Walking distance to
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I would’ve kept the housing.

Arts & Entertainment Editor Karla Kane (223-6517)

—Eric Filseth, Palo Alto councilman, on the
President Hotel apartments reverting to a hotel. See
story on page 8.

Around Town

POWER OF THE POLL ...
The coronavirus pandemic is
expected to significantly shake
up a highly anticipated event
less than four months away:
Election Day. As the clock ticks,
government leaders are figuring
out how to safely operate a
general election in the midst of a
health crisis. For Palo Alto High
School student Tara Kapoor,
the answer lies in universal
vote-by-mail. She laid out her
arguments in “Freedom Isn’t
Free: The Price to Preserve
Democracy,” her entry in The
New York Times’ seventh annual
Student Editorial Contest.
“This is, indeed, a realistic goal
— five states have successfully
and repeatedly set an example
with almost all ballots cast by
mail for years,” the 15-year-old
student argued. “It’s high time
we guaranteed the option for all
Americans.” She was recognized
as a runner-up on June 17, when
the publication released its list
of winners. Kapoor contrasted
the mishaps observed during
Wisconsin’s primary with the
success during Alaska’s primary,
which canceled in-person
voting and sent out ballots to
eligible voters. The turnout
doubled compared to the state’s
2016 primary. (Both primaries
were held in April.) Kapoor
acknowledged an estimated
$2 billion would be spent to
make universal vote-by-mail
a reality, but cited a March 21
opinion in the Times that stated
the amount is “a drop in the
$1-trilllion-plus stimulus bucket
... and it should be an essential
part of any coronavirus response
package.” The contest, which
limited each piece to 450 words,
received a total of 7,318 entries
reviewed by 30 judges. Read
Kapoor’s full editorial at nyti.
ms/2N8r8vW.
COMING TOGETHER ...
Gatepath and Abilities United,
two Peninsula nonprofits that
merged nearly a year ago to
continue their mission of serving
people with disabilities, debuted
a new name on June 20. The
organization will now be known
as AbilityPath, which “conveys
a path to an inclusive world
where people of all abilities
are fully accepted,” according
to a press release. The new
name was announced during
a virtual event on YouTube on

the day when the organization
was formed 100 years earlier.
The organization also has
debuted a new tagline, “Inspiring
Inclusion,” which it paired with
the new name to “express our
mission and the focus of all of
our services,” CEO Bryan Neider
said during the livestream.
Viewers of the virtual event were
receptive to the rebranding, with
some calling it as “wonderful,”
“great” and “beautiful.” During a
Q&A period at the event, Neider
noted that the new name and
tagline were a result of two
years of research. A video of the
announcement can be found at
youtu.be/3rYT78s7Aw8.
SPREADING KNOWLEDGE ...
From imagining their dream
companies to breaking
down how to make a cold
call, Palo Alto youth recently
learned about the ABCs of
entrepreneurship through the
Paly Robotics Team. The
club’s business team gave
10 free lessons that wrapped
up late last week for students
from elementary to high
school. “When the quarantine
started, I knew I wanted to
do something to help my
community ... during this time
of need, so I established Zoom
workshops at Paly Robotics,”
Paly freshman Caroline Zhang,
one of the team’s members,
told the Weekly in an email.
“As a student, I oftentimes felt
bored during the quarantine and
wanted to learn something new.”
She added that the workshops
allowed parents to relax while
their children listened to the
lessons. The first workshop
challenged students to guess
the company behind a series
of mission statements that
included Google, Nike and
Hydro Flask. More advanced
material was found in the fifth
workshop, where the robotics
club’s business team covered
the do’s and don’ts of giving
a pitch. In a workshop survey,
95.2% of participants reported
they learned something new
and would recommend the
series to a peer. The club’s
business team also plans to
roll out a curriculum on art
and software next month. To
view the entrepreneurship
videos, visit youtube.com/user/
PalyRobotics. Q

Upfront
COMMUNITY

Police try to quash fireworks spree
Residents unnerved by bigger, louder and more frequent explosions
by Sue Dremann

E

There are also three or four
group homes for veterans near
the Guislins.
“I can’t imagine it’s good for
them. I feel we need to address
it,” he said.
The fireworks have already
ignited fires, such as a two-acre
blaze in an East Palo Alto field on
June 4 that threatened homes and
apartments, according to Menlo
Park firefighters.
Local police departments say
they are responding in force.
There are ongoing criminal investigations, East Palo Alto police Chief Albert Pardini said by
email.
“The entire patrol division is
working to locate and arrest individuals in possession of illegal
fireworks in East Palo Alto. I have
several investigations in progress,
but I can’t reveal the details as
it would tip off the suspects,” he
said.
“There seems to be a pattern
of behavior that people walk out
of their home, discharge a device
and then go back into their home.
A few minutes later, a different
neighbor does the same thing, almost as if they are trying to have a
competition to see who can make
the loudest noise or launch the
biggest airborne device,” Pardini
said, noting that the activity is occurring throughout the city.
“Our biggest help has been

neighbors calling dispatch or using the tip line to give us a precise
location so we can get to the site
more quickly,” he said.
Fireworks are also being set off
in Menlo Park, and police there
have seen an increase in complaints about them — 195 since
March.
It’s not just the Midpeninsula
that’s being plagued with people
setting off pyrotechnics — it’s
happening across the country.
New York has had a 426% increase in complaints about fireworks, he said, referencing news
reports. The same problems are
occurring in Los Angeles and
other cities on the West Coast.
And why is it happening?
“It is believed that because of
COVID-19: All firework shows
are cancelled so people are making their own shows,” Pardini
said.
Palo Alto police also think
there’s a supply issue at play this
year.
“One hypothesis that we’ve
heard, which seems reasonable to
us, is that due to cancellations of
Fourth of July fireworks shows,
there may be an overabundance
of professional-grade fireworks
available on illegal markets” Janine De la Vega, public affairs
manager for the Palo Alto Police
Department, stated in an email.
“Note this is purely speculative,

Sue Dremann

ach year around July 4, the
skies above East Palo Alto
resident Maureen Larsson’s
neighborhood fill with the colorful bursts of large fireworks and
the deafening booms of exploding mortars. The nightly sounds,
which can go on for weeks before
the national holiday, can be heard
all over town.
“We’ve been here a long time
and every year it’s the same sadly
destructive predictable thing: My
husband and I are disrupted and
stressed by months of explosions.
We see at least one fire a year and
hear about others caused by fireworks and know people whose
property has been destroyed,”
Larsson said.
“This year the fireworks problem has worsened. It’s still June
and the social media posts about
lost dogs and lost sleep are nonstop. Neighbors who’re grappling
with COVID, financial challenges
and work demands are even more
frazzled and there’s no relief,” she
added. “People doing fireworks ...
don’t care how they impact their
neighbors.”
Menlo Park residents and
Palo Altans who live near East
Palo Alto say they are similarly
frustrated.
Beth Guislin counted 120 explosions an hour on a recent night,
her husband, John, said. It upsets
her sleep and their dog is terrified.

Boxes of used fireworks are piled up at the corner of Bell and
Lincoln streets in East Palo Alto on June 24.
but it could explain the significantly louder ‘booms’ that our
residents are reporting now, compared to years past,” she said.
Pardini said information suggests people are traveling to other
states where it is legal to purchase
fireworks. They are then illegally
transporting the fireworks back.
Nevada law allows bottle rockets, sky rockets, roman candles,
firecrackers, sparklers, missiles,
aerial spinners, display shells
and other aerial items, according to the American Pyrotechnics
Association.
California prohibits these and
other items: Only so-called “safe
and sane” fireworks such as
small items used on the ground
— including fountains, spinners
and snap caps — are allowed in
some counties. The “dangerous”
fireworks, including bottle rockets and sparklers larger than 10
inches long or one-quarter inch in

diameter, are banned.
Under California fireworks
laws the possession or transport
of illegal explosive devices is a
misdemeanor subject to up to
six months in county jail and a
$1,000 fine. Possession of a large
quantity of fireworks or explosive
devices can result in up to three
years in state prison and a fine up
to $50,000.
Pardini said it’s hard to catch violators because of the widespread
activity.
“We attempt to track the discharges as they are occurring, but
... as my patrol officers hear or see
the devices in the air, it is a challenge to determine which street
they originated from,” he said.
Palo Alto police haven’t been
able to verify any reports of fireworks or gunshots going off in
Palo Alto.
(continued on page 13)

EDUCATION

School board urges teachers to
prepare for ‘robust’ distance learning
Palo Alto Unified waits for county public health guidance
on reopening schools, expected by June 30
by Elena Kadvany
on how instructional minutes
will be calculated in the fall, an
issue that’s creating confusion
in districts across California, he
said.
Palo Alto Unified is aiming
to release its plan for reopening schools by next Friday, July
3, Austin said. He described the
reopening process, fraught with
uncertainty, as choosing from a
set of “imperfect options.”
“It’s pretty safe to say we’re not
going to have an answer that’s
going to satisfy all requests,” he
said.
Board member Ken Dauber
urged district staff to pursue a
simplified, “achievable” plan that
they’ll be able to deliver on in the
fall, including online-only instruction for the middle and high
schools.
“I would be comfortable —
not happy, but comfortable —
with an online-only option for

our secondary schools to start
with and then understanding as
quickly as possible how we can
amend that with more in-person
education,” he said. “I think it’s
really critical that we not expect
to, number one, do something as
good as regular school, and two,
take on a challenge that’s just too
big for us to actually deliver on.”
Board member Jennifer DiBrienza said the district should
prioritize training all teachers on
online learning this summer, especially in the event that there’s
a second wave of the coronavirus
this fall and schools have to close
again.
But she emphasized the importance of providing in-person
connection for students’ socialemotional as well as academic
well-being.
“If there are any safe ways
that we can be in person, I cannot stress how important it is that

Magali Gauthier

S

everal Palo Alto school
board members said Tuesday that secondary schools
should be prepared for remote
learning in the fall, even as the
district would like elementary
school students to return to campus in person.
“The only certainty I think we
have is that some sort of distance
learning option is going to be
necessary,” Board Vice President
Shounak Dharap said.
Their comments came as the
district pressed pause on its reopening plans and negotiations
with the teachers union while it
waits for the Santa Clara County
Public Health Department to
release guidance for reopening
schools. Superintendent Don
Austin said the county has stated
the guidance will be issued before
June 30.
The district is also hoping to
get clarification from the state

The Gunn High School campus sits vacant in April after students
districtwide were forced to finish the school year at home due to
the coronavirus pandemic. It remains unclear whether students will
return to campus or continue with remote learning in the fall.
for our students who are feeling
really isolated and stressed and
depressed and just disconnected
from peers — any way we can get
them in some human interaction
I think is better than not,” DiBrienza said.
Board member Melissa Baten
Caswell said the district is “hamstrung” by government and public health guidance, and she didn’t
want to weigh in further until receiving county direction.
Numerous parents and teachers
spoke at the June 23 virtual board
meeting, many cautioning against

reopening schools given the potential health concerns.
“A few weeks ago, I would have
believed we could have had a hybrid opening. I was even buying
books for my classroom library
... but looking at the Santa Clara
County Public Health Department’s numbers today, I think that
reopening plan is fantasy or madness,” said Greene Middle School
English teacher Kelly Zalatimo,
citing the fact that Santa Clara
County on Tuesday recorded its
(continued on page 10)
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Upfront

Veronica Weber

Pedestrians walk underneath the President Hotel sign. The building was sold in June 2018 and
apartment residents were forced to leave.

DEVELOPMENT

Fearing a lawsuit, Palo Alto
approves President Hotel project
City’s move allows conversion of 75 apartments into 100 hotel rooms
by Gennady Sheyner

I

n a dramatic about-face, the
Palo Alto City Council agreed
on Tuesday night to approve
the conversion of the iconic President Hotel on University Avenue
from an apartment complex to a
boutique hotel.
By a 6-1 vote, with Councilwoman Lydia Kou dissenting,
the council gave the green light
to Chicago-based developer Adventurous Journeys Capital Partners to convert the building’s 75
apartments into 100 hotel rooms.
The vote concludes a high-profile,
two-year legal battle and clears
the way for a project that over the
past two years has galvanized intense community opposition and
prompted the eviction of the building’s tenants.
But even as they handed AJ
Capital a colossal and long-awaited victory, council members generally acknowledged that a new
hotel wouldn’t have been their
preferred use for the prominent
building at 488 University Ave.,
particularly given the city’s housing shortage. For years, council members and residents have
stressed the importance of preserving housing, particularly in
the downtown area, which is wellserved by public transit.
To underscore this point, the
council passed last year a law
specifically forbidding “grandfathered” residential buildings like
President Hotel, which were built
before the current development
standards were adopted, from being converted to non-residential
use. As part of its vote on Tuesday, the council approved a waiver
allowing AJ Capital to get around
this law.
City Planning Director Jonathan

Lait had also maintained last year
that the proposal violates numerous city’s laws pertaining to parking and zoning.
In agreeing this week to reverse
course, the council followed the
lead of two attorneys: AJ Capital’s
lawyer David Lanferman, who argued in numerous letters that rejecting the company’s hotel conversion would violate the state’s
Ellis Act and lead to a lawsuit,
and City Attorney Molly Stump,
who concluded that the courts
would likely affirm Lanferman’s
position. Numerous council members also said that they believe the
city is legally boxed in because of
a combination of laws that collectively place an “undue burden” on
AJ Capital in its effort to leave the
rental business.
Because the Birge Clark-designed building was constructed in
1930 and is considered historical
(it functioned as a hotel until 1968
before becoming an apartment
building), the developer does not
have the option of demolishing the
building and constructing one that
complies with code. Because it is
a grandfathered non-complying
building, it cannot switch from
residential to non-residential use
without the waiver created by the
2018 law. Nor can the building be
converted from a rental property
to a condominium complex because a local law bars such conversions unless the city’s vacancy
rate goes above 3%, Stump said.
Lanferman argued in a letter that
applying the new law to preclude
the conversion of President Hotel
would impose an “extreme and
prohibitive price on the owner’s
exercise of Ellis Act rights as to
the Hotel President.” Stump agreed
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and cited the case Javidzad v. City
of Santa Monica, in which a court
ruled against the city’s effort to
prevent a conversion of a rental
property.
“There are many types of regulations that cities have adopted to
preserve rental housing, which is
a valuable asset, (one) that many
communities over many years have
been seeing as something to support and try protect,” Stump said.
“We’ve seen various efforts by
cities struck down as imposing an
undue burden on property owners
under the Ellis Act.”
She and City Manager Ed Shikada both emphasized that the city
is functioning in its quasi-judicial
capacity, more as a judge than as
a legislative body. As such, it is
“much more limited in the choices
it can make,” Stump said.
“Council is not free to simply
select the best outcome that it believes is in the interest of the community,” Stump said.
Faced with limited options, the
council accepted Stump’s guidance
and approved, with reluctance, the
proposed hotel conversion. Councilman Eric Filseth spoke for most
of his colleagues when he noted
that the AJ Capital project “takes
us in the wrong direction” when
it comes to housing but suggested
that Ellis Act makes it hard for him
to oppose the project.
“That said, I do like seeing this
building get restored and I do believe AJ Capital will do a proper
job of it and I appreciate that,” Filseth said. “And while the hotel environment in Palo Alto is very competitive, for what it’s worth, I think
this one has a legitimate shot of one
day being the best hotel in town.
But I would’ve kept the housing.”

Not everyone was convinced
by the legal arguments. Palo Alto
Neighborhoods, an umbrella
group with residents from different neighborhood organizations,
submitted a letter challenging
staff’s conclusions about the project and its recommendation to approve it. The developer voluntarily
opted to withdraw the building
from the residential market, despite being told by the city that a
hotel project might not be legal,
the letter states.
“The city has no burden whatsoever to then allow it a new use
that’s profitable, including that of
a hotel, if such a hotel isn’t legal,”
the PAN letter states.
Angela Dellaporta, who serves
on the North Ventura Coordinated
Area Plan Working Group, which
is trying to craft a new vision for
a 60-acre section of the Ventura
neighborhood, was one of many
residents who pointed out that the
hotel project directly contradicts
the city’s housing goals.
“If you actually do care about
housing as you said, then please do
not grant waivers that will actually
reduce housing in Palo Alto,” Dellaporta told the council Tuesday.
Frank Flynn was one of more
than 50 residents who submitted
letters protesting the conversion.
He wrote that if the council grants
President Hotel’s request it would
be sending a strong and clear message to any developer that “all you
need to do is threaten a lawsuit
and you will get what you want
and that our laws and our zoning
mean nothing.”
“You should not feel the pressure to capitulate here and you
should stand for your principles
and the principles of the city you
represent,” Flynn wrote. “We do

not need another luxury hotel; we
need housing.”
Councilwoman Lydia Kou suggested that AJ Capital should
have known that the hotel conversion may not be legal when it
purchased the building in June
2018. She noted that its advisers
included two former Palo Alto employees, former city Planning Director Steve Emslie and Richard
Hackmann, a management analyst
who worked in the City Manager’s
Office.
Kou also questioned the city’s
ability to enforce the hotel’s proposed transportation program that
promises to reduce solo commuting by 45%.
Councilwoman Liz Kniss was
the most enthusiastic about the
hotel project, which includes seismic rehabilitation and restoration
of the historic building.
“We’re dealing with a historic
building in Palo Alto, a Birge
Clark, and one that I think can
look absolutely amazing again,”
Kniss said, “It does not look
amazing now.”
Acknowledging the high level of
public concern about the project,
the council also took the unusual
step of directing Stump to prepare
a public memo explaining the
various legal rules that applied to
the council’s decision. The memo,
which was proposed by Mayor
Adrian Fine, will be published on
the city’s website.
Fine stressed that the council
has been “extraordinarily constrained in this decision.”
“This has been a really sad and
trying process for Palo Alto,” Fine
said. Q
Staff Writer Gennady Sheyner
can be emailed at gsheyner@
paweekly.com.

Public Agenda
A preview of Palo Alto government meetings next week
CITY COUNCIL ... The council is not scheduled to meet this week.
BOARD OF EDUCATION ... The school board will hold twice-weekly
special meetings to discuss reopening plans and hear COVID-19
updates. The virtual meetings will tentatively begin at 5 p.m. on
Tuesday, June 30, and 9 a.m. on Friday, July 3. The meetings will be
broadcast on Cable TV Channel 28 and midpenmedia.org. Those
wishing to participate by Zoom can do so by going to pausd.zoom.
us/j/97888498129 or dialing 669-900-6833 and using Meeting ID: 949
9734 6242.
PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION ... The commission plans to
discuss the 2020 Sustainability and Climate Action Plan, hear a report
on the Public Works Zero Waste Program and review the Cameron Park
improvement project. The virtual meeting will tentatively begin at 7 p.m.
on Tuesday, June 30. Those wishing to participate by Zoom can do so
by dialing 669-900-6833 and using Meeting ID: 960 1960 0106.
UTILITIES ADVISRY COMMISSION ... The commission plans to
elect officers, discuss the demand side management report for fiscal
year 2019, discuss progress in implementing programs to facilitate
electric vehicle adoption, consider a recommendation to amend the
city’s Carbon Neutral Plan and Electric Utility Reserves Management
Practices. The virtual meeting will begin at 5:30 p.m. on Wednesday,
July 1. Those wishing to participate by Zoom can do so by dialing 669900-6833 and using Meeting ID: 949 9734 6242.
ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW BOARD ... The board plans to discuss
proposed façade improvements to 4260 El Camino Real. The virtual
meeting will begin at 5:30 p.m. on Wednesday, July 1. Those wishing
to participate by Zoom can do so by dialing 669-900-6833 and using
meeting ID: 994 1478 7737.

Upfront

News Digest
Commissioner resigns over Foothills delay
A member of the Parks and Recreation Commission who has led
the effort to open Foothills Park to non-residents announced his
resignation Tuesday, a day after the City Council decided not to
take up the politically charged topic until after its summer break.
In his resignation letter to Mayor Adrian Fine, Ryan McCauley
criticized the council for ignoring the recommendations of both its
Parks and Recreation Commission and its Human Relations Commission, which had both recommended that the council repeal a
law that makes it illegal for residents outside of Palo Alto to enter
the nature preserve unless they are accompanied by a resident.
The council was scheduled to consider it on Tuesday but voted
on Monday to postpone its discussion until after its summer break,
citing a heavy workload on its June 22 and June 23 agendas.
While the topic of Foothills Park access has been a political hot
potato in Palo Alto for decades, calls to abolish the ban on nonresidents have grown louder over the past few weeks, as calls for
social justice and racial equality have grown both in the community
and elsewhere in the nation. The city’s Human Relations Commission earlier this month urged the council to expand Foothills Park
access as part of a broader strategy to promote equality.
The decision to postpone the item also drew instant rebukes from
residents, including retired Judge LaDoris Cordell, a former city
councilwoman who submitted a letter threatening a lawsuit if the
council doesn’t immediately agree to stop enforcing its ban on
non-residents. Q
—Gennady Sheyner

FREE
COVID-19
TESTING

Downtown opens streets to dining
Emboldened by its recent success on California Avenue, the Palo
Alto City Council moved Tuesday night to dramatically expand opportunities for outdoor dining elsewhere in the city, including on
University Avenue.
In its final action before a monthlong break, the council voted
unanimously to approve a package of resolutions and ordinances that
collectively relax existing rules pertaining to outdoor alcohol consumption, encourage the creation of parklets and allow the conversions of parking lots into outdoor shops and dining areas. The move
comes two weeks after the city closed California Avenue to traffic to
facilitate outdoor dining — a decision that has received overwhelmingly positive reviews from businesses and residents.
The most dramatic proposal that the council approved calls for
closing University Avenue to traffic to make room for outdoor tables.
The experiment will begin this Friday morning and conclude on
Sunday night. If successful, it will continue through the shutdown
and potentially be expanded to closing downtown’s main commercial
strip for seven days a week.
“There haven’t been very many joys in the last couple of months,
but it’s been one of them,” Councilwoman Alison Cormack said. Q
—Gennady Sheyner

County on COVID ‘watchlist’
Santa Clara County had its highest number of COVID-19 cases
ever recorded for a single day on Tuesday, raising concerns about the
trajectory of the virus and causing the state to issue a notification that
the county is on a “watchlist” because of the increase.
The county had its second-highest single-day count — 122 —
recorded on Tuesday, county Health Officer Dr. Sara Cody told the
county Board of Supervisors on June 23.
The rise in cases is part of a trend that the Public Health Department has seen over two weeks. New hospitalizations also appear to
be trending upward, Cody added.
Seventy-two people were hospitalized as of Thursday; over the past
month, that number has ranged from 38 to 75 patients, according to
the county.
Cody received word during the board meeting that the county is
now on the state “watchlist,” dashing hope for the time being that the
county can petition the state to allow additional reopening.
“It’s a worrisome sign. It reflects widespread testing but also an
increase in cases because the virus continues to spread,” she said.
She said health experts don’t have a way to measure the percentage
attributable to increased testing versus the increase in actual cases.
The county has run pop-up testing clinics over the past several weeks
and opened new testing facilities in the southern part of the county.
“If hospitalizations rise and stay consistently up, that’s an indication that rise in reported cases represents rise in actual incidence,
not just in (testing),” she said in an email to this news organization. Q
—Sue Dremann

Free COVID-19 testing funded by the
El Camino Healthcare District is now
available for those who live, work or
go to school within the District.*
Call 650-940-7022 and select
Option #4 to schedule your free test.
For more information on testing
and locations, go to
elcaminohealth.org/covid19testing

*The District's cities include most of Mountain View, Los Altos and Los Altos Hills; a large
portion of Sunnyvale, and small sections of Cupertino, Santa Clara and Palo Alto.

LET’S DISCUSS: Read the latest local news headlines and talk
about the issues at Town Square at PaloAltoOnline.com/square
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Upfront
CITY HALL

Palo Alto to cut more than 70 city jobs
City sees biggest budget reduction in decades
by Gennady Sheyner

P

“This is a tough budget; there’s
no question about it,” Vice Mayor
Tom DuBois said. “I think we
defunded every department this
year. ... It’s not something any of
us wanted to do.”
That said, the city’s public safety departments won’t see most of
their cuts just yet. Even though the
budget reduces the staffing levels
in the police and fire departments
by a total of 32 positions, some
of these cuts won’t kick in until
the end of 2020 because of the
concessions that Palo Alto’s police and fire unions had agreed to
accept. All sworn personnel will
forego the 3% cost-of-living adjustments they are entitled to in
their contracts. There will also be
a special overtime rate for police
dispatchers that will reduce costs,
as well as a flexible staffing model in the Fire Department.
These cost reductions will allow
the Police and Fire departments
to defer the budget cuts until September and the end of 2020, respectively. They create what staff
is calling an “attrition ramp” by
allowing the two departments to
proactively encourage veterans to
retire rather than lay off recently
recruited staff members.
The city’s labor negotiators had
far less success in its dealings
with the roughly 600 employees
represented by Service Employees International Union, Local

CityView
A round-up

of Palo Alto government action this week

City Council (June 22)

Budget: The council approved its Fiscal Year 2021 budget and utility rates. Yes:
Cormack, DuBois, Filseth, Fine, Kniss No: Kou, Tanaka
Sand Hill: The council held a pre-screening session on a proposal from Sand
Hill Property Company to build a two-story office building and a five-story
residential complex with 187 apartments at 3300 El Camino Real. Action: None

City Council (June 23)

President Hotel: The council approved the conversion of the President Hotel
building at 488 University Ave. from a residential complex to a hotel. Yes:
Cormack, DuBois, Filseth, Fine, Kniss, Tanaka No: Kou
Cubberley: The council approved a new lease with the Palo Alto Unified School
District for space at Cubberley Community Center. Yes: Unanimous
Dining: The council passed a series of rules to relax restrictions for outdoor
dining and authorized the city to close University Avenue to traffic between
July 26 and July 28, with the option of closing it seven days a week. Yes:
Unanimous

Board of Education (June 23)

2020-21 budget: The board adopted the district’s 2020-21 budget. Yes:
Unanimous
Cubberley upgrades: The board approved a transfer of $355,000 from the
Strong Schools Bond Measure A reserve to fund upgrades of the A and
B wings at Cubberley Community Center to prepare for student use. Yes:
Unanimous
Tower Building: The board approved a schematic design for the renovation of
Palo Alto High School’s Tower Building. Yes: Unanimous
School Plans for Student Achievement (SPSAs): The board accepted the PK12 School Plans for Student Achievement (SPSAs) for the 2020-21 school year.
Yes: Unanimous

Planning and Transportation Commission
(June 24)
Sustainability: The commission discussed the city’s goals and key actions
relating to the 2020 Sustainability and Climate Action Plan . Action: None

LET’S DISCUSS: Read the latest local news headlines and talk
about the issues at Town Square at PaloAltoOnline.com/square
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521. The two sides failed to reach
a deal for cost reductions, which
means that the union will suffer
the bulk of the layoffs but will
retain the 3% raises that its workers are set to receive in December
under its contract.
Margaret Adkins, SEIU chapter chair, said the union had offered $3 million in savings but
the city rejected its offer. She did
not specify on Monday night how
the money was to be saved but lamented the lack of a compromise.
The city’s failure to get concessions from the SEIU employees
also cut into management’s negotiation with the roughly 200
employees in the “management
and professionals” group, the
only labor group that is not represented by a union. Normally,
these employees receive salary
adjustments similar to those negotiated by the SEIU. Now, with
the SEIU negotiations failing to
bear fruit, the management group
is backing off its earlier offer to
accept 15% in salary cuts, which
would have been realized by 26
days of furloughs. This will now
be reduced to 13 days, according
to Kiely Nose, the city’s chief financial officer.
“Without any sort of agreement
with our largest labor workforce,
implementing something like that
seemed impractical and infeasible,” Nose said.
The council voted 5-2, with
council members Lydia Kou and
Greg Tanaka dissenting, to approve the budget for fiscal year
2021, which begins on July 1.
Kou and Tanaka have complained
about the cuts to community services and argued throughout
the budget process that the city
should save money by delaying
major capital projects, such as
the proposed bike bridge over
U.S. Highway 101 and the reconstruction of the Mitchell Park fire
station.
The council vote concluded
an exercise that City Manager
Ed Shikada described as managing “a multi-point balancing act
of bad choices.” This includes

Schools
(continued from page 7)

second highest daily total of new
coronavirus cases in more than
two months, with 122 cases.
Others, meanwhile, supported
the option of in-person instruction
in the fall, particularly for working parents.
“I don’t think the bar should
be zero risk,” parent Kathleen
Tarlow said. “This extended stayat-home time has really been a
strain on families. For working
parents who don’t have child care
at home it has been really, really
difficult.”

Veronica Weber

alo Alto concluded one
of its most brutal budget
seasons in recent memory on Monday night, when the
City Council approved more
than $40 million in cuts and
agreed to eliminate more than
70 city jobs.
Responding to plummeting revenues as a result of the economic
shutdown, the council concluded
a process that began in early May
and that left just about everyone disappointed in one way or
another.
“This is not a budget that makes
anybody happy,” Councilman
Eric Filseth said near the conclusion of the meeting. “Everyone’s
been hurt by this.”
The budget represents a $41.8
million reduction from the current year and includes $4.9 million in cuts from community services and libraries, $7.3 million
from public safety and $3.26 million from planning and transportation, including the elimination
of the city’s shuttle program. The
general fund includes $197 million in expenditures and reduces
staffing levels by 74 full-time
positions.
The budget leaves the city with
960 employees on the payroll in
the coming year, dropping the
staffing level to under 1,000 for
the first time in at least two decades, according to city staff.

The City Council has agreed to cut $3.26 million from planning
and transportation, including the elimination of the city’s shuttle
program, as part of sweeping budget reductions that slash spending
by $41.8 million in fiscal year 2021, which begins July 1.
reducing productions at the Children’s Theatre and exhibitions at
the Palo Alto Art Center, cutting
hours at libraries, paring back on
park maintenance and decreasing
capital spending.
Some residents argued that the
city should find further savings
in the Police Department. Rohin Ghosh criticized the council
for making only “delicate” cuts
to the police and said the city
should do more to address “police
militarization.”
“There are places we can find
funding for programs that actually benefit the community,”
Ghosh said.
Others suggested that the city
reduce its capital budget to preserve community services. Jeremy Erman noted the fact that
the city is budgeting $400,000
to replace the seats in the Lucie
Stern Theatre even as it plans to
cut $700,000 in the Children’s
Theatre budget. The seats are still
functional, he said, and they’ve
been getting much less use than
expected in recent months because
of social-distancing mandates.
But after more than a month of
public hearings over more than 30
hours, the council refrained from
making any last-minute changes

to the budget.
Tanaka reiterated on Monday
his prior arguments the city has
too many managers and too many
employees devoted to areas like
public relations and recruiting. He
also lamented the city’s failure to
negotiate salary reductions with
its largest labor union.
“We’re giving raises. It’s just
mind-boggling,” Tanaka said.
The council also left open the
possibility of restoring some of
the positions that are being cut later in the year. The budget includes
a $744,000 fund for COVID-19
related expenditures, money that
the city can tap into later to restore shuttle services, boost funding for recreation programs and
pay for any unexpected services
associated with the pandemic or
the economic recovery.
Mayor Adrian Fine was one
of several council members who
thanked the city’s labor force,
particularly those workers who
are facing layoffs.
“None of us wanted to see this
happen, but we’re dealing with
some really hard situations,” Fine
said. Q
Staff Writer Gennady Sheyner
can be emailed at gsheyner@
paweekly.com.

Teachers spoke to the difficulties of both in-person and distance
learning, including navigating social distancing requirements with
young children and the challenges of connecting with students
online.
“I agree with every teacher who
expressed the challenges associated with reopening either in person
or through distance,” Austin said.
“Nobody is trying to discount or
in any way diminish those realities. This is hard. ... In my career,
nothing even resembles this in
complexity and duration of the
challenge.”
In other business Tuesday,
board members unanimously

adopted the 2020-21 budget. They
also waived their two-meeting
rule and set aside $355,000 from
the Strong Schools Bond reserve
to upgrade two classroom wings
at Cubberley Community Center
to prepare them for use by the
start of the school year.
The June 23 meeting was the
final regular school board meeting of the school year, but board
members will continue to hold
special meetings on Tuesday
evenings and Friday mornings to
discuss reopening plans and other
COVID-19 updates. Q
Staff Writer Elena Kadvany
can be emailed at ekadvany@
paweekly.com.

Upfront

Juneteenth
(continued from page 5)

Cleo Goodwin, right, leads a chant alongside 500 demonstrators marching through downtown Palo Alto
during a Juneteenth event on June 19.

Magali Gauthier

(continued on page 13)

Magali Gauthier

their skin. Johnsson said many of
his Black friends ended up leaving
the Palo Alto school district due
to mistreatment.
“Parents choose to move here, to
Palo Alto, because of the schools.
... And yet they watch as their kids
are told both directly and indirectly that they aren’t smart enough
for higher-level classes, (that) they
can’t challenge themselves — they
shouldn’t challenge themselves,”
Johnsson said. “They came to
Palo Alto because of the schools
and they end up leaving the district
because of the schools.
“Because in these schools,” he
said, “Black students can’t breathe.
I can’t breathe.”
Miller, president of Paly’s Black
Scholars United, said the club
was both a blessing and a curse. It
helped her find her place on campus and taught her she “was capable of doing so much more than the
bare minimum.” But it also highlighted prejudice and discrimination at Paly, she said.
“For too long I thought this
was the norm,” Miller said. “I
always thought that being Black
in a school full of white was the
problem but it’s deeper than that.
It’s the disproportionate amount
of privilege that allows for those
with it to follow the straight path
that was paved for them by those
without it.”
Several speakers emphasized
education as key to reform, including teaching the significance of
holidays like Juneteenth and other
events related to the history of slavery in America.
“We need to demand that education works for us,” Johnsson said.
A school can change its flags —
or its name, like Palo Alto Unified
did after Johnsson, then a 13-yearold seventh-grader, wrote a book
report about David Starr Jordan’s
advocacy of eugenics — “but if
you don’t change the curriculum, if
you don’t change the teachers and
the books, it’s the same,” Michael

Harrison said.
Harrison, a lifelong Palo Alto
resident who graduated from
Paly in 1991, read from a report
he wrote as an Addison Elementary School fifth-grader titled “My
Heritage in Slavery.” He recalled
the first time he was called a racial slur as a young boy. He described not being let into a party
in high school because of his race
— and the anguish of returning to
the same house years later as an
adult with his son trick-or-treating
on Halloween. He recalled being
pulled over by a police officer after leaving Greene Middle School,
where he coached basketball.
“I’ve been pulled out of my car
literally because I fit the description of a hit-and-run (suspect) —
put up against a tree, hands behind
my head as people stared. What
people don’t understand ... it’s not
the brutality,” he said. “It’s the indignity that you suffer.”
He and his brother Jamal said
they had mixed feelings about
speaking at the rally, which was
organized by a group of Palo Alto
community members. The groundswell of support for the Black Lives
Matter movement feels “trendy”
and “hollow,” they said.
“I cannot say that I’m hopeful
because history has shown me
something different,” Harrison
said.
Several speakers urged the
crowd to take concrete action to
address police violence, including
registering to vote and writing to
their state senators to end qualified immunity, which protects
police officers from civil lawsuits.
An impromptu speaker recommended people watch “13th,” the
2016 documentary that traces the
history of racial inequality in the
United States from slavery to mass
incarceration, and “When They
See Us,” a TV series about five
Black teenagers falsely accused of
and imprisoned for rape in 1989.
Lettie McGuire said her family
was one of the few Black families
in Palo Alto when they moved to

Demonstrators walk past a couple dining at Rooh in downtown Palo Alto on June 19.

Magali Gauthier
Magali Gauthier

Michael Harrison tells a story of when he was pulled over by a police officer along
Middlefield Road years ago. He said after turning into a residential street and
stopping his vehicle, he looked in his rear view mirror and witnessed the police officer
approaching Harrison’s vehicle with his hand on his gun. Harrison said a white
woman came to check to see what was happening. Harrison said he wonders if he
could have become a statistic that day.

Letitia Burton, a retired teacher who worked at Palo Alto High School for 28 years,
sings “We Are” by Ysaye Barnwell at the Juneteenth rally in King Plaza.
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Upfront
RACIAL JUSTICE

Why they protest
What this movement means to people who
attended a Juneteenth rally in Palo Alto
by Lloyd Lee

H

undreds of people turned out for
a Juneteenth rally at King Plaza in
downtown Palo Alto, one of many such
protests that have taken place in recent
weeks. In their own words, here’s why they
felt it was important to show up.

‘To have a town like Palo Alto or
Menlo Park, where so much wealth
and power is concentrated, not be
fighting for the kinds of change that
we all know need to happen I think is
a huge lost opportunity.’
— Evan Weiner, 27,
teacher and Menlo Park resident

‘Black lives matter
and they will always
matter. We have to
make a change for it
to feel they matter.’
— Anna-Lisa Goodwin, 14,
Gunn High School student and
Palo Alto resident

‘I can’t not be here. I have
to express my disgust of the
systemic racism. Slavery is still
alive and well — just look at
who are still in prison.’

‘We have
been
silenced for
too long.
It’s time to
speak up.’

— Linda Lopez, 71,
former Stanford University Library
employee and Palo Alto resident

— Estelle Sohne, 43,
with husband Yannick
Carapito, 42, and three
sons, Palo Alto residents

‘Asian Americans
owe it to our Black
brothers and sisters to
show up. We’ve been
complicit for too long.’
‘I’m here to show my
support to everyone
who’s being affected
by racism including
myself.’
— Drew Harrison, 12,
Greene Middle School incoming
eighth-grader

‘I’ll never understand
the pain Black people
experience. I came to
educate myself and
inspire others to back
the movement.’

‘I was always in support of the
Black Lives Matter movement, but
I wasn’t fully as educated in it until
the George Floyd (incident). Then
I started doing some research and
realized there’s still a lot of deep
systemic racism.’
— Leandra Brickson, 29,
Stanford University graduate student and
Palo Alto resident
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— Chetana Guliani, 30,
project manager and
San Francisco resident

— Wren Sablich, 20,
San Mateo resident

‘I feel like I had to come.
When I learned the history
of what this country had
done to Black people —
it’s inexcusable. This is
the little thing I could do.’
— Kim Harvey, 64,
pediatrician and Palo Alto
resident

‘It’s really important
to show our solidarity
and do everything that
we can as often and as
long as we can, which is
every single day.’
— Thalia Moshtagh, 29,
Mountain View resident and
corporate trainer

Upfront

Juneteenth
(continued from page 11)

Magali Gauthier

the city decades ago. She felt like
an outsider then and still does, she
said. She encouraged white attendees to scrutinize the diversity of
their own workplaces and to hire
more Black people.
“That is the answer — to have diverse neighborhoods, to make Palo
Alto a diverse neighborhood,” she
said. “My answer is: Hire a Black
person today. I’m talking about hiring someone and paying them the
money that you are making so they
can buy a house in Palo Alto.”
Letitia Burton, a retired Paly
teacher, sang “We Are” by Ysaye
Barnwell, an African American
musician. Elijah Steiner, a Paly
Class of 2020 graduate, read the
poem his cousin compiled from
family members’ experiences with
racism. The Rev. Debra Murray of
First United Methodist Church delivered a prayer interwoven with
calls to action: to vote and to advocate for the 8 Can’t Wait police
reform campaign.
After the speeches, Miller,
Gunn High School graduate Cleo
Goodwin and a group of other

young Black women and men led
the crowd of protesters in a march
through downtown Palo Alto. The
crowd was so large that separate
chants were happening simultaneously in different segments, with
police officers blocking traffic as
they poured down city streets.
People held signs above their
heads that read, “Racism is a
pandemic,” and “Who gets to
breathe?” One man carried a large
photograph of a kneeling Colin
Kaepernick, the former San Francisco 49ers quarterback.
Earlier on June 19, activists used
washable paint chalk to outline
“BLM” in massive letters across
Hamilton Avenue directly in front
of City Hall. The Raging Grannies,
Vigil for Democracy and students
from Nueva School filled in the
outlined letters with messages:
“Justice Now,” “George Floyd”
and “White Silence is Violence.”
The ground of King Plaza was
also covered in chalk art by the
evening, including the full text of
the 13th Amendment, which abolished slavery “except as punishment for a crime.”
The Palo Alto City Council plans
to follow in the footsteps of cities
including Washington, D.C. and

Elijah Steiner, a recent Paly graduate and vice president of the school’s Black Scholars United,
addresses the crowd at a Juneteenth rally in King Plaza in downtown Palo Alto on June 19.
San Francisco and paint “Black
Lives Matter” on a city street near
City Hall. The city’s Public Art
Program put out a call for up to 16
artists, each of whom will be commissioned to paint an individual letter of the mural in their own style.
In an interview following the

protest, Michael Harrison said he’s
still wary that the current moment
will produce true reform — though
he’s heartened to see activism led
by young people locally and across
the country.
This year was the first time he
had celebrated Juneteenth. But

“celebrated” wasn’t the right word,
he said.
“I reflect on it as a point in history,” he said, “because we’re still
not actually free.” Q
Staff Writer Elena Kadvany
can be emailed at ekadvany@
paweekly.com.

Fireworks
(continued from page 7)

“From ShotSpotter reports in
East Palo Alto and from the observations of our own on-duty
officers witnessing the fireworks
occurring over East Palo Alto, we
are confident that the source of the
nightly issues is not in Palo Alto,”
De la Vega said. “We received one
anonymous report over this past
weekend that people were shooting fireworks off on the levees
near our golf course. Our patrol
division has been made aware of
that tip and has stepped up patrols
in that area as a result,” she said.
In Menlo Park, police have seen
reports about fireworks hotspots
at various locations.
“While we have had a few calls
west of El Camino, the bulk of the
calls are throughout central Menlo Park and areas east of Middlefield Road and east of Highway

101,” spokeswoman Nicole Acker
said in an email.
Menlo Park police have not
made any arrests nor fined the
lawbreakers.
“Officers warn if they make
contact with individuals,” she
said.
Police in all three cities have
launched information campaigns.
Pardini said East Palo Alto has
placed banners at the University Avenue/Donohoe Street and
University Avenue/Bay Road
intersections to remind people
that possession and discharge
of fireworks are prohibited. The
department has disseminated
information in Pardini’s weekly
newsletter and distributed flyers
in English and Spanish.
Palo Alto sent out a message to
the community on June 16, which
included information about how
to report violators and city animal control officers’ tips on how
to help pets with anxiety.

Magali Gauthier

Magali Gauthier

“Do not let a day like today be your only method or action when it comes to truly
fighting for our country. We are in a true crisis,” Brian Chancellor tells the crowd
gathered at King Plaza.

Three people hold up paintings of Ahmaud Arbery, Breonna Taylor and George Floyd
at a Juneteenth rally in King Plaza in downtown Palo Alto.

The city also launched a fireworks education campaign in
multiple city departments, providing information on safety and
how to report fireworks or gunfire
violations. It’s best to call the 24hour dispatch center at 650-3292413 with an actual location, De
la Vega said.
Acker said Menlo Park police
have posted on social media and
the city’s blog at menlopark.org/
Blog.aspx?IID=1475, sent notifications and put up electronic sign
boards regarding the city’s nofireworks laws.
Menlo Park has not specifically
coordinated any enforcement efforts with neighboring cities, Acker said. But Pardini said he has
been communicating with other
police chiefs and the San Mateo
County Sheriff.
Palo Alto officers have stepped
up patrols in neighborhoods and
in some open space areas during evenings as a deterrent, De la

Vega said.
So far, the three cities’ police
chiefs have not pushed for new
ordinances to address the illegal
fireworks, however.
“A decision about stronger ordinances would be a decision of the
council, but the current law makes
it very clear it is illegal so it would
be up to the council to evaluate
whether the section needs to be
changed,” Pardini said.
Added De la Vega: “As we have
had no verified reports of fireworks or gunshots being shot off
in Palo Alto, stronger ordinances and fines in our city would
have no impact on those in other
jurisdictions.
“There are also a number of
challenges to enforcement of fireworks laws. In order to make an
arrest or to issue a citation, an officer needs to be able to witness
the violation or otherwise catch
those responsible in possession
of fireworks, or alternately, have

a witness who can identify the
suspect who is willing to sign a
private person’s arrest.
“When we have very few witnesses overnight (other than aural
‘witnesses’), and considering our
officers have to be in the right
place at exactly the right time to
witness a violation themselves,
enforcement is difficult.”
Larsson said there are no easy
answers.
“It’s a very difficult problem
to solve, preferably requiring
a culture shift that doesn’t include further gentrification,” she
said. “We’d like to see an annual
meeting with city leaders, first
responders, Community Emergency Response Team members,
big landlords, neighborhood representatives and other stakeholders to ultimately reduce the usage
of fireworks.” Q
Staff Writer Sue Dremann
can be emailed at sdremann@
paweekly.com.
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Upfront

Housing
(continued from page 5)

Video
(continued from page 5)

“You’re on probation. You’re
being detained,” DeStefano
responds.
Arevalo continues to walk away
from DeStefano, entering an area
near the doughnut shop entrance
that is enclosed by a railing.
Arevalo walks to the railing and
DeStefano gets near him and tries
to pin his arm behind his back to
detain him. Arevalo then starts
yelling, “Let go of me! Let go of
me. ... My doughnut, dude! What
am I being detained for?”
Arevalo continues to howl and
scream at DeStefano, who tells
him once again he is on probation.
“I’m not even resisting!” Arevalo said, as he continues to lean
against the railing. “Oh, my back!
My arm! Aw ... He’s hurting me!
I’m not resisting! I don’t even
know what’s going on!”
He then stops screaming to ask
a guy in the parking lot, “Hey, are
you recording this, man?”
When DeStefano pins Arevalo’s arm behind his back, Arevalo screams, “Hey! Let go of
me, please! Why are you f---ing
arresting me?”
He then continues to ask DeStefano why he is being arrested and
at one point tells him, “You’re going to break my arm!” as he holds
onto the railing in front of the
doughnut shop.
DeStefano then presses Arevalo
against the railing as he tries to
handcuff him.
As DeStefano repeatedly tells
him to let go of the railing, Arevalo responds, “You let go!” and
screams “My arm! My arm!” He
then shouts, “Why? Why? What
am I being arrested for? What am
I being arrested for?”

DeStefano then takes Arevalo
down to the pavement and flips
him on the ground. Arevalo continues to moan and wiggle his
arms and legs. DeStefano tells
him to stop resisting.
“Are you OK?” DeStefano asks,
as Arevalo moans on the ground.
He continues to instruct Arevalo to stop resisting as the latter lies
prone and tries to kick his legs up
toward DeStefano, who finishes
handcuffing Arevalo.
“Stop kicking me,” DeStefano
says. “Stop!”
At that point, another officer arrives. That officer then lifts Arevalo off the ground.
“Are you going to be cool? Because you’re under arrest,” one
officer asks him. “Stop acting
stupid.”
In an introduction to the video,
police Lt. James Reifschneider
said DeStefano had recognized
a man who he knew was on active probation. The officer, he
said, saw the man conduct what
he “believed could have been a
hand-to-hand drug transaction.”
Arevalo, however, was never
charged for selling drugs and the
video offers no evidence that he
was doing so. He can be seen in
the beginning of the video walking in the parking lot of Happy
Donuts with a paper bag, from
which he can be seen taking out
a doughnut just before DeStefano
approaches him.
Reifschneider also noted in the
video introduction that Arevalo
was on probation at the time for
two separate crimes and that the
officer observed him “appear to be
nervous and sweating profusely.”
“The officer believed the man
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Sand Hill Property Company is seeking to develop this mixed-use
development that will include 187 apartments and an office building
(far left) near Stanford Research Park.
Residents who spoke at the
meeting or who submitted letters
were also largely enthusiastic about
Sand Hill’s preliminary plans. Palo
Alto Forward, a nonprofit that advocates for housing, submitted a
letter expressing strong support
for the proposal, which it argued
would increase housing choices
for community members and help
the city meet state requirements for
new homes at all income levels.
Barron Park resident Art Liberman, who lives near 3300 El
Camino, said he and most of his
neighbors support adding residences, though they generally oppose new offices.
“Every day there are campers and RVs parked bumper-tobumper on El Camino along the
side of the 3300 El Camino Real
property,” Liberman said. “These

people need housing. But we,
neighboring residents, think the
entire 3300 El Camino Real site
should be used for housing. Palo
Alto does not need another office
building.”
Both Fine and Cormack noted,
however, that the developer doesn’t
need the council’s permission to
build offices, which are already allowed in Stanford Research Park.
The question is: Should the city
also get housing as part of this
project?
“I’m grateful to the applicant for
bringing this forward,” Cormack
said. “I think we have a pretty
clear choice between an office
building and parking, and an office building and housing.” Q
Staff Writer Gennady Sheyner
can be emailed at gsheyner@
paweekly.com.

Screenshot courtesy Palo Alto Police Department

Arevalo, violated his civil rights,
and attempted to concoct a criminal case against him by falsifying
the police report from the incident. It also claims that the Happy
Donuts arrest is emblematic of the
department’s pattern of “violence,
dishonesty and savagery.”
“People’s lives are not only at
risk, people are being severely
and critically injured for no reason, all under the false guise of
public safety,” the suit states.
While the Happy Donuts surveillance video was previously
released, the footage from the
officer’s body camera is being
made public for the first time.
Unlike the surveillance video, it
includes audio from the incident,
which took place at about 2:24
a.m. It shows Arevalo walking
slowly with a bicycle outside the
shop when police Agent Thomas
DeStefano approaches him from
behind. Arevalo asks DeStefano
to “back up please,” upon which
time DeStefano asks him if he is
on probation.
“Am I being detained?” Arevalo asks.
“Yeah you are,” DeStefano
responds.
Arevalo backs up, leans his bicycle against a railing and turns
his back to the officer, at which
time DeStefano signals over the
radio that the probationer is walking away from him. DeStefano
then puts one arm on Arevalo’s
shoulder and another on his arm.
“What am I doing?” Arevalo
asks.

Edgewood Plaza.
She said she would like to see
“more thinking for the community,
rather than just for the developer.”
“I do have concerns with this
developer because there are other
projects that we have — that we
are not operating through in good
faith at this time,” Kou said. “I’d
like to see some conditions imposed on the developer if we do go
forward on this.”
Others, however, suggested that
the Sand Hill project is exactly the
type of development that the city
was hoping to see when it began
soliciting proposals earlier this
year.
“This is the first time we have
seen something coming to us,”
Councilwoman Liz Kniss said.
“I’m very enthused about the
mixed use and think this is the
ideal corner to do it.”
Even supporters, however, acknowledged that the project could
be better. Councilman Eric Filseth said that given the significant
zoning concessions, the developer
should provide more than 20% of
the units at below market rate.
Mayor Adrian Fine also lauded it for including a significant
amount of housing.
“Maybe this isn’t the perfect
project that we want, which is
100% housing, but it’s playing
catch-up and not making our problems worse,” Fine said.

Rendering courtesy Form4 Architecture

we adopted a couple of years ago,”
Lait said.
While the council has yet to define the exact parameters of the
new zoning district — including
the affordable-housing requirements that qualifying projects
must meet — members were
mostly receptive to Sand Hill’s
tentative plan.
The proposed development
would consist of a two-story office building just south of a fivestory residential complex. Twenty
percent of the housing units would
be offered at below market rate.
Allison Koo, managing director
for Sand Hill, said the proposed
housing, with its proportion of affordable units, doesn’t add any financial value to the project. Earlier
this year, the company was considering moving ahead with a more
typical Stanford Research Park
proposal consisting of office and
research-and-development space.
That proposal would have been
consistent with the zoning code
and, as such, would not require a
council review.
The company decided to add the
housing component after the council agreed in February to create the
new zone.
“We’re here tonight because we

believe it’s the right thing to do,”
Koo said. “This is the right place
for housing to go.”
The project, if approved, would
be by far the largest housing project that the city has approved in
more than a decade. Despite its
repeated insistence that housing
remains a top city priority, the
council has only approved one significant multifamily development
in the past two years: a 59-apartment affordable-housing project
called Wilton Court that is set
to break ground later this year.
The city also approved in 2018 a
57-apartment development on El
Camino and Page Mill Road with
small apartments geared toward
the workforce.
Although council members
Monday liked the proposed housing, they were far less enthusiastic
about the 55,153 square feet of office space.
“With COVID-19, I’m not really eager to approve more office,”
Vice Mayor Tom DuBois said.
Councilwoman Lydia Kou was
critical of the proposal, which she
said doesn’t include any amenities for the residents in the nearby
neighborhoods of Ventura and
Barron Park.
She also said she has some
concerns about partnering with
Sand Hill, alluding to the city’s
ongoing disputes with the developer over the recently redeveloped

Julio Arevalo was taken down to the ground and handcuffed during
a July 10, 2019, arrest that prompted him to later file a claim
against the city.
may have been under the influence
of narcotics and attempted to stop
him,” Reifschneider said.
Salfen has argued that the police
had no reason to arrest his client
or to use force against him. In filing a $3.84 million claim against
the department last November,
Salfen also maintained that the
department had failed to provide
Arevalo with adequate medical
care after the incident, which he
said resulted in a shattered orbital
bone (which forms the eye socket)
and a concussion. He noted in the
lawsuit that Arevalo was taken to
the hospital nearly two hours after
the arrest.
Reifschneider said that paramedics did come to the scene to
treat Arevalo before he was released back into police custody.
After officers transferred him to
the police station to complete the
paperwork, Arevalo’s face began

to swell, Reifschneider said, and
he was taken to a local hospital for
treatment.
“At the hospital, officers learned
that the man was suffering from
a fractured orbital socket,” Reifschneider said in the video.
He also noted that after the
hospital admitted Arevalo, the department forwarded the case to the
Santa Clara County District Attorney’s office to review charges for
resisting arrest, being under the
influence of narcotics and battery
of an officer.
Reifschneider said the video
was released in accordance with
Senate Bill 1421 and Assembly
Bill 748, which require public disclosure of police video and other
materials for incidents that involve
use of force that results in injury. Q
Staff Writer Gennady Sheyner
can be emailed at gsheyner@
paweekly.com.
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Our Summer Collection

John Forsyth James
650.218.4337
DRE # 01138400

Sherry Bucolo
LOS ALTOS

Dana McCue
650.248.3950
DRE # 1749772

$8,600,000

Sale Pending!Oz dbpsotKsWdbJtW_szWsVsVO_BsOpsaBsOoWB_pÛ
BaObWsWOpœWbbdyBsWdbàÛ/nàsàVdaOdbBÛ/nàsà_dsà
JOModdapÛJBsVoddapîWbK_tMWbUTt__tOpsdtpOæt+BWo
Quarters).

PALO ALTO

CALL FOR PRICE

650.207.9909
sbucolo@compass.com
DRE # 00613242

Coming Soon Ideally situated in the heart of sought after Old
+B_d_sdÛsVWpJM oBTspaBbKdaJWbOpKVBoaWbUospœ
oBTspaBbVOoWsBUOzWsVadMOobBaObWsWOpà/stbbWbUÛİæøpT
lot with 75’ frontage features spectacular gardens.

Lori Buecheler

John Forsyth James

650.387.2716
lorib@compass.com
DRE # 01859485

John@JohnForsythJames.com

650.218.4337
PALO ALTO

$7,995,000

This Old Palo Alto estate has been masterfully renovated and
expanded. It’s perfect for today’s needs with ample space and
loWyBK|TdoB__BbMBldd_æplBWbsVOUObOodtpJBK^|BoMà

LOS ALTOS

$7,700,000

Sold Represented Buyer. Absolutely Stunning Brand New
dMOobBoaVdtpOdaOÝ OModdapÛt__BbMB_T BsVpÛ
ÛpnTsVdaOdbÛpnTs_dsà

Sherry Bucolo

Sherry Bucolo

650.207.9909
DRE # 00613242

650.207.9909
DRE # 00613242

PALO ALTO

Christy Giuliaccii
650.380.5989
DRE # 1506761

DRE # 01138400

$6,900,000

Sold Exceptional offering on a coveted street in the heart
of premier Crescent Park. Completely rebuilt and designer
oOadMO_OMJ|/O_J|dtpOWbÛsVWpaBpsOolWOKOWpBTtpWdb
dTK_BppWKBoKVWsOKstoOBbMMOpWUbOobWpVOpà

PALO ALTO

$6,850,000

Sold{ntWpWsO_|oOadMO_OMsVodtUVdtszæpdlVWpsWKBsOMps|_Oœ
MOpWUbOoBlldWbsaObspÛsVWpK_BppWKbU_WpV2tMdozæpOlBoBsO
UtOpsVdtpOWppOsWbloOpsWUWdtp#_M+B_d_sdàbKVBbsWbUÛİ
sf lot offers spectacular Katsy Swan designed gardens highlighted
J|at_sWl_OpOBsWbUBoOBpœ_dUUWBzædtsMddooOl_BKOà

Derk Brill

Christy Giuliacci
650.380.5989
DRE # 1506761

Derk Brill

650.814.0478
derk@derkbrill.com
DRE # 01256035

PALO ALTO

$6,800,000

Sold+oWyBsOBbMpOoObO .æà pWstBsOMdbdbOdTsVO
_BoUOpslBoKO_pWbsVOKWs|àÛpTİdT_WyWbUplBKOdyOo_dd^p
Palo Alto Hills. Minutes from freeway access and outstanding
schools.

PALO ALTO

$5,850,000

JOModdapÛJBsVpplBbÛpTdT_WyWbUplBKOÛBbMsVO
ÛpTlBoKO_TOBstoOpod__WbUUBoMObpzWsVldd_BbMplBÛęBbM
outstanding Palo Alto schools.

compass.com
Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Number 01079009. All material presented herein is intended for informational
ltoldpOpdb_|BbMWpKdalW_OMTodapdtoKOpMOOaOMoO_WBJ_OJtsVBpbdsJOObyOoWOMà VBbUOpWbloWKOÛKdbMWsWdbÛpB_OdozWsVMoBzB_aB|JOaBMOzWsVdtsbdsWKOà!dpsBsOaObsWpaBMOBpsd
accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footage are approximate.

650.814.0478
derk@derkbrill.com
DRE # 01256035

compass.com

Arti Miglani

Carol Carnevale

650.804.6942
Arti@ArtiMiglani.com
DRE # 01150085

650.465.5958
DRE # 00946687
PALO ALTO

$5,495,000

oWUVsÛplBKWdtpBbMBKt_øMOøpBK_dKBsWdbWbloWaOO_BbM
BbdobOWUVJdoVddMà2VOVdaOdTTOopJOModdapÛ
JBsVoddapÛpnTsdT_WyWbUplBKOdbBÛpnTs_dsà

PALO ALTO

$5,475,000

OBtsWTt_ OMWsOooBbOBbøWbplWoOMyW__BzWsVJOMpæJBsVp
situated in North Palo Alto’s popular Community Center
neighborhood. Gorgeous yard!

Arti Miglani

650.740.7954
DRE # 952657

Arti Miglani

650.804.6942
Arti@ArtiMiglani.com
DRE # 01150085

PALO ALTO

CALL FOR PRICE

Sold Represented the buyer. A charming home located in the
VOBosdT oOpKObs+Bo^à/WstBsOMdbBÛpnTs_dsÛsVOVdaO
offers 3413 sq ft of living space with 4 bedrooms and 4 baths.

PALO ALTO

$5,200,000

650.804.6942
Arti@ArtiMiglani.com
DRE # 01150085

Located in desirable Leland Manor neighborhood in North Palo
_sdàdaOdTTOopJOMpÛJBsVpÛpnTsdbBÛpnTsÛ
lot. Shows very well.

Carol Carnevale

Nadr Essabhoy

650.465.5958
DRE # 00946687
PALO ALTO

Nicole Aron

$5,195,000

dbyObWObs_|_dKBsOM+B_d_sdVdaOTOBstoWbUBO{WJ_Oø_OyO_
ddol_BbWbK_tMOpJOModdapÛzWsVloWyBsOJBsVÛl_tpBb
dTKOàMOB_Tdo|dtoJtp|_WTOÝ

650.740.7954
DRE # 952657

Nicole Aron

MENLO PARK

$4,495,000

dyOoWUVsWbsdsVWpJOBtsWTt_JOMÛàJBàVdaOWb ObsoB_
Menlo Park.

650.248.5898
nadr.essabhoy@
compass.com
DRE # 01085354

Liz Rhodes
650.722.3000
DRE # 01179852

Michele Harkov

Colleen Foraker
650.380.0085
Colleen.Foraker@
compass.com
DRE # 01349099

650.773.1332
DRE # 1838875
PALO ALTO

$4,290,000

Sold Positioned at the corner of Addison Avenue and Emerson
/soOOszWsVO{lBbpWyOTodbsBUOdbJdsVÛsVWpO{KOlsWdbB_
oversized lot in the heart of downtown presented an incredible
development opportunity!

PALO ALTO

$4,250,000

daaOoKWB_dTKOdbOM !ø+à+oWaOMdzbsdzb+B_d_sd
location with good visibility and offers many possibilities
including using the existing structures or developing the
property.

John Forsyth James
compass.com
Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Number 01079009. All material presented herein is intended for informational
ltoldpOpdb_|BbMWpKdalW_OMTodapdtoKOpMOOaOMoO_WBJ_OJtsVBpbdsJOObyOoWOMà VBbUOpWbloWKOÛKdbMWsWdbÛpB_OdozWsVMoBzB_aB|JOaBMOzWsVdtsbdsWKOà!dpsBsOaObsWpaBMOBpsd
accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footage are approximate.

650.218.4337
DRE #1138400

Our Summer Collection

Julie Tsai Law

Julie Tsai Law

650.799.8888
julie@julietsailaw.com
DRE # 01339682

SARATOGA

$4,198,000

.BoOUOaWb/BoBsdUBzWsVbOBo_|àBKoOpdTBs_BbMÛ
ObsOosBWbOoĆplBoBMWpOà+dd_ÛsObbWpæpldospKdtosÛlWKbWKBoOBÛBbM
more.

PALO ALTO

CALL FOR PRICE

Coming Soon/dtsV+B_d_sdO_OUBbsVdaOÛaWbtsOpsd
OyOo|sVWbUàJOModdapÛJBsVoddapÛVdtpOİæøpnàTsà_ds
İæøpnàTsà

Colleen Foraker
650.380.0085
colleen.foraker@
compass.com
DRE # 01349099

650.799.8888
julie@julietsailaw.com
DRE # 01339682

Kathleen Wilson
BURLINGAME

$3,900,000

SolddKBsOMWbsVOVOBosdT to_WbUBaOĆpBpsdbMMWsWdbÛsVWp
WaloOppWyOJOModdaÛàJBsVVdaOÛoOaWbWpKObsdTsVOospœ
oBTspBoKVWsOKstoB_ps|_OÛdTTOopBzO__MOpWUbOMsoBMWsWdbB_ddo
plan plus a beautiful garden patio for outdoor entertaining.
Represented Buyer.

PALO ALTO

$3,900,000

Sold Meticulous North Midtown home. Quality details and top
dTsVO_WbObWpVOpsVodtUVdtsÝ2VoOOplBKWdtpJOModdapà2zd
stunning baths. Entertainers yard with multiple spaces and
TdtbsBWbà BstoO_tpVUodtbMpà/addsVK_dpWbUMtoWbU #8 øÝ
Call for details.

Sherry Bucolo

650.207.2017
kathleen.wilson@
compass.com
DRE # 00902501

Kathleen Wilson

650.206.9909
Sbucolo@compass.com
DRE # 00613242

STANFORD

$3,750,000

yBW_BJ_Odb_|sdntB_WOM/sBbTdoMTBKt_s|à{sObpWyO_|
oObdyBsOMJMæJBMOpWUbOoĆpMoOBaVdaObOps_OMWbB
lOBKOTt_/sBbTdoMKBaltpObK_ByOà/lBKWdtpddol_BbdTTOop
O{lBbpOpdTU_BppToBaWbUyWpsBpdTsVOzOpsOobVW__pÛK_OBb_WbOp
BbMVWUVObMbWpVOpà

PALO ALTO

$3,700,000

Coming Soon daaOoKWB_KdbyOopWdbbOBo B_yOàÛOBp|soBWb
BKKOppÛJB^OoWOpBbMbOMWbWbUBzBWsÝ#yOopWOMplBKOpzVOoO
BosBbMBoKVWsOKstoOaOOsÝWyOJOModdaÛTdtoBbMBVB_TJBsVpà
/_OO^dTKOÛsdldTsVO_WbO^WsKVObÛMWbWbUBbMsVOBsOooddaÝ
oOB_adMOobaBpsOolWOKOÝ B__TdoloWyBsOpVdzWbUpà

650.207.2017
kathleen.wilson@
compass.com
DRE # 00902501

Harry Chang
415.699.9092
DRE # 02025481

Alan Dunckel
LOS ALTOS

Charlene Chang
650.814.2913
DRE # 01353594

$3,700,000

Sold Beautiful Cape Cod home with exquisite craftsmanship
and details.

PALO ALTO

$3,698,000

#_Møzdo_MKVBoaWbloWaO daatbWs| ObsOobOWUVJdoVddMà
3 bedrooms and 2 bathrooms.

compass.com
Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Number 01079009. All material presented herein is intended for informational
ltoldpOpdb_|BbMWpKdalW_OMTodapdtoKOpMOOaOMoO_WBJ_OJtsVBpbdsJOObyOoWOMà VBbUOpWbloWKOÛKdbMWsWdbÛpB_OdozWsVMoBzB_aB|JOaBMOzWsVdtsbdsWKOà!dpsBsOaObsWpaBMOBpsd
accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footage are approximate.

650.400.0327
alan.dunckel@
compass.com
DRE # 00866010

compass.com

Greg Celotti
650.740.1580
DRE # 01360103

Michael Johnston
SAN CARLOS

Candi Athens
650.504.2824
DRE # 1973120

$3,498,000

/lOKsBKt_BoJMÛJBVdaOzWsVBbdTKOÛMObÛÛİæøpTdb
BÛİæøpT_dszWsVBoOpdos_W^OJBK^|BoMœloWaO_dKBsWdbÝ

PALO ALTO

$3,498,000

dzbsdzb+B_d_sdÛTt__|oObdyBsOM oBTspaBboOpWMObKOzWsV
szdtbWspİKdssBUOàB_TaW_Osd/sBbTdoMÛJ_dK^psd3bWyOopWs|
Avenue.

650.533.5102
michael@
michaeljohnston.com
DRE # 01131203

Jennifer Buenrostro
650.224.9539
DRE # 01733750

Andrea Schultz
650.575.3632
Andrea.Schultz@
compass.com
DRE # 01196243

LOS ALTOS HILLS

$3,475,000

SolddoUOdtpJMÛàJBVdaOà OBtsWTt__|tlMBsOMzWsVaBb|
designer touches throughout. Stunning setting located adjacent
to open space. This property offers privacy and tranquility.
Represented the buyer.

PALO ALTO

$3,450,000

Coming SoondyO_|JOMÛJBİpnTsVdaOWbMOpWoBJ_O
oOObKoOpÛdbJOBtsWTt_Bllod{àÛ_dszWsVldd_àBoUO.Û
O{lBbpWyOtlMBsOM^WsKVObdlObsd.àoMzMddopÛ zWsV
VWUVJOBaOMKOW_WbUà _dpOsdsdl+pKVdd_pÛlBo^pÛVW^WbUæ
biking trails. 2 car garage.

Shelly Roberson
650.464.3797
shellyroberson@
gmail.com
DRE # 1143296

Nancy Mott
650.255.2325
DRE # 1028928

Sophie Tsang
PALO ALTO

$3,388,000

dal_OsO_|oOadMO_OMBbMO{lBbMOMWbsVWpęplBKWdtpÛ
_WUVs__OMWKV_OoVBpJOModdapBbMTt__ęJBsVpÛBKt_WbBo|
^WsKVObBbMUoOBsoddadlObWbUsdJBK^|BoMędBpWpzWsVJtW_sø
Wbę -BbMępzWaæplBà

PALO ALTO

$3,230,000

650.687.7388
sophie@compass.com
DRE # 01399145

Sold! VBoaWbUbOzKdbpsotKsWdbbOBo B_WTdobWByOà-tB_Ws|
bWpVOpBbMBssObsWdbsdMOsBW_pàWUVzB_^pKdoOà9B_^WbU
MWpsBbKOsd B_WTdobWByOàsoBWbpsdlÛoOpsBtoBbspà W^Osd
schools.

Anna Park

Anna Park

650.387.6159
anna.park@
compass.com
DRE # 01473188

PALO ALTO

$3,200,000

Sold.OloOpObsOM t|Ooà2VWpJOBtsWTt_JMàJBsVVdaOWb#_M
Palo Alto offers approx. 2281 sf of living space. The inviting living
oddaVBpByBt_sOMdlObJOBaKOW_WbUÛotpsWKddosW_OpÛBbMBddoø
sdøKOW_WbUtpOMJoWK^oOl_BKOàWsKVObtlUoBMOMzWsVBlodTOppWdbB_
ps|_OUBpKdd^sdlBbMpsBWb_OpppsOO_ptJOodoOToWUOoBsdoæToOOOoà

ATHERTON

$3,150,000

Sold.OloOpObsOM t|OoàdKBsOMWbzOpssVOosdbà{sObpWyO_|
remodeled to offer a masterful balance of European interior design
BbMyWOzpdT_BbMpKBlOMUBoMObà2zdaBpsOoJOModdaptWsOpÛ
àJBsVpÛpstM|ÛUtOpsKdssBUOàWUVøObMKBJWbOso|BbMTBtKOspÛ
tlpKB_ObWpVOpÛadMOob_WUVs{stoOpÛKVOTĆpMoOBa^WsKVObà

compass.com
Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Number 01079009. All material presented herein is intended for informational
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650.387.6159
anna.park@
compass.com
DRE # 01473188

Our Summer Collection

Liz Rhodes

Liz Rhodes

650.722.3000
DRE # 1179852

650.722.3000
DRE # 1179852

Michele Harkov
650.773.1332
DRE # 01838875

PALO ALTO

$3,140,000

{KO__Obs#lldostbWs|WboOObBJ_OpWbBzdbMOoTt_Kt_øMOø
pBK_dKBsWdbà2VoOOJOModdaÛJBsVzWsVbOz_|oObWpVOM
VBoMzddMddopÛbOz28Wb^WsKVObÛJOModdaÛTBaW_|oddaBbM
dTKOà/tboddadlObpsdloWyBsOJBK^UBoMObà

MOUNTAIN VIEW

$3,100,000

Coming Soon2tK^OMBzB|dbBntWOsKt_øMOøpBKÛJOBtsWTt_
JMÛàJBVdaOàBaW_|oddadlObpsdloWyBsOplBKWdtpJBK^
UBoMObœldd_à+OoTOKsTdoWbMddoædtsMddoObsOosBWbWbUÝ

Michele Harkov
650.773.1332
DRE # 01838875

Leika Kejriwal
650.218.5345
DRE # 00942482

Jenny Teng
650.245.4490
jenny.teng@
compass.com
DRE # 01023687

MOUNTAIN VIEW

CALL FOR PRICE

Sold .OloOpObsOMJt|Ooà.OJtW_sWbà OModdapœà
BsVpà2VO_WyWbUæMWbWbUoddaTOBstoOpB_WbOBooOl_BKOà
dtoaOs^WsKVObzWsVntBosKdtbsOosdlÛKObsOoWp_BbMà

PALO ALTO

CALL FOR PRICE

2VWpKVBoaWbUVdaO_dKBsOMWbsVOMOpWoBJ_O oOpKObs+Bo^
BMMWsWdbbOWUVJdoVddMdTTOopJOModdapÛJBsVpzWsVpn
ft of living space all on one level.

Julie Tsai Law

Arti Miglani
650.804.6942
DRE # 1150085

Carol Li

650.799.8888
]t_WOŒ]t_WOspBW_BzàKda
DRE # 01339682

PALO ALTO

$3,000,000

Sold.OloOpObsWbUBpsodbUJt|OoMtoWbUsVOopszOO^pdT/+Û
UdsBUddMloWKOzWsVBloOOalsWyOdTTOoà B__t_WOà9OVByO
adoOadsWyBsOMJt|Oopà

PALO ALTO

$2,688,000

650.281.8368
cli@compass.com
DRE # 01227755

Remodeled one story home located on a tree lined street.
4BD/2BA, 1480SF on 6770SF lot. 2 garages. Updated kitchen,
bOzddopÛbOzlBWbsWbUÛMdtJ_OlBbOzWbMdzpà

Greg Celotti
650.740.1580
DRE # 01360103

Sophie Tsang
650.687.7388
sophie@compass.com
DRE # 01399145

PALO ALTO

CALL FOR PRICE

Sold OBtsWTt__WUVs__OMVdaOzWsVBaBWbUUBoMObpàBoUO
living room with raised ceilings and walls of windows looking
dtssdsoBbntW_UodtbMpà/stbbWbUKVOTĆp^WsKVObzWsVMWbWbUBoOB
_OBMWbUWbsdsVOJBK^lBsWdà8Oo|ntWOssoOOø_WbOMpsoOOsBbM
close to schools, parks, shopping etc.

REDWOOD CITY

$2,998,000

OBtsWTt_JMÛàJBl_tpdTKOÛÛİæøpTdbBÛİæøpT
_OyO__dsWbloWaOMUOzddM+Bo^bOWUVJdoVddMdbBKdyOsOM
street!

compass.com
dalBppWpBoOB_OpsBsOJod^Oo_WKObpOMJ|sVO/sBsOdT B_WTdobWBBbMBJWMOpJ|ntB_dtpWbU#lldostbWs|_BzpàWKObpO!taJOoà__aBsOoWB_loOpObsOMVOoOWbWpWbsObMOMTdoWbTdoaBsWdbB_
ltoldpOpdb_|BbMWpKdalW_OMTodapdtoKOpMOOaOMoO_WBJ_OJtsVBpbdsJOObyOoWOMà VBbUOpWbloWKOÛKdbMWsWdbÛpB_OdozWsVMoBzB_aB|JOaBMOzWsVdtsbdsWKOà!dpsBsOaObsWpaBMOBpsd
BKKtoBK|dTBb|MOpKoWlsWdbà__aOBptoOaObspBbMpntBoOTddsBUOBoOBllod{WaBsOà

Candi Athens
650.504.2824
DRE # 1973120

compass.com

John Forsyth James

Colleen Foraker

650.218.4337
John@JohnForsythJames.com

DRE # 01138400

LOS ALTOS HILLS

$2,988,000

Wonderful large 3 acre lot with great mountain and bay views.
Level building pad. MFA 5,000 Sq.Ft. & MDA 7,500 Sq.Ft. Call
agent for more details.

SAN CARLOS

$2,980,000

Sold Spectacular Mid-Century Modern 3 bedroom / 2 bath
home with remarkable San Francisco Bay views, yet with the
JObOsdTBK_dpOMøWbÛloWyBsO_dKBsWdbÛl_tpBbBM]BKObsæoMİ
acre vacant lot!

Pam Page

650.380.0085
colleen.foraker@
compass.com
DRE # 01349099

Sophie Tsang

650.400.5061
pam.page@compass.com
DRE # 00858214

PALO ALTO

CALL FOR PRICE

Coming Soon Incredible opportunity-lovely quiet location. 3/2 +
1/1 over 2 car garage. Lot over 8,000 sq ft.

REDWOOD CITY

$2,850,000

650.687.7388
sophie@compass.com
DRE # 01399145

Built in 2018, elegant 2 story home offers dramatic living room,
great family room kitchen, 4 bedroom, 4.5 bathroom with 1
ptWsOdbUodtbMddoà-tWOspsoOOs|OsOBp|BKKOppsdBbM
commute routes. Excellent neighborhood, bordering Atherton.

Siobhan O’Sullivan

Lori Buecheler

650.776.5445
sos@osullivanteam.com
DRE # 01298824

650.387.2716
lorib@compass.com
DRE # 01859485

REDWOOD CITY

$2,800,000

Sold Represented Buyer. Gorgeous Emerald Hills home. Sunny,
spacious and private.

PALO ALTO

$2,798,000

Located on one of Barron Park’s premier tree-lined streets, 3
bd/3 ba main home has been refreshed and is ready to enjoy
as-is, remodel, or potentially build new, plus separate cottage.

John Forsyth James
650.218.4337
DRE # 01138400

Alan Dunckel
LOS ALTOS

Liz Rhodes
650.722.3000
DRE # 1179852

$2,798,000

Sold Build your dream home in this excellent North Los Altos
location, just moments to Santa Rita Elementary and Egan
Junior High School. Planning approval has be obtained for a
new two story 5,231 Sq.Ft. home with full basement.

PALO ALTO

$2,795,000

Rarely available duplex in prime Community Center. Two units:
1 bed 1 bath each or 2 beds 2 baths.

compass.com
Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Number 01079009. All material presented herein is intended for informational
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650.400.0327
alan.dunckel@
compass.com
DRE # 00866010

Our Summer Collection

Julie Tsai Law

John Forsyth James

650.799.8888
julie@julietsailaw.com
DRE # 01339682

John@JohnForsythJames.com

650.218.4337
PALO ALTO

$2,777,000

Sold Remodeled home near Midtown. Representing sellers,
transaction challenges during COVID-19, closed successfully
during SIP, 3 offers.

LOS ALTOS HILLS

$2,750,000

DRE # 01138400

Sold Represented Buyer. Fabulous opportunity to build an
estate home in a serene cul-de-sac setting just minutes from
the hustle and bustle of Silicon Valley and the downtown Los
Altos Village.

Arti Miglani

Denise Simons

650.804.6942
Arti@ArtiMiglani.com
DRE # 01150085

PORTOLA VALLEY

CALL FOR PRICE

Sold Quintessential country living with indoor-outdoor lifestyle
in the heart of Silicon Valley. The home offers 4 bedrooms,
3 bathrooms on a half acre lot. This home boasts expansive
views of the creek, a tree studded lot, with numerous spaces for
entertaining, and privacy galore.

PALO ALTO

CALL FOR PRICE

Sold Stylishly remodeled 3 bed, 2 bath home w/ chef’s kitchen,
MtB_lBbOzWbMdzpœVBoMzddMddopàMOB__|_dKBsOMWb
desirable Midtown neighborhood close to schools, parks and
shopping.

Ted Paulin

650.269.0210
denise.simons@
compass.com
DRE # 01376733

Julie Tsai Law

650.766.6325
ted.paulin@compass.com
DRE # 01435455

MOUNTAIN VIEW

CALL FOR PRICE

Coming Soon 1955 Cuesta Park 4 bed, 3 bath completely
remodeled home. 2 Master Suites, Great Room addition, highend kitchen & beautifully landscaped yard.

MOUNTAIN VIEW

$2,680,000

650.799.8888
julie@julietsailaw.com
DRE # 01339682

Sold _dppda8B__O| VBoaOoà9OpsddMoaTdodtoK_WObspsd
BMydKBsOTdosVOVdaOMtoWbUsVO_dzpOBpdbBbMpO__OopbB__|
got what they wanted.

Sophie Tsang

Julie Tsai Law

650.687.7388
sophie@compass.com
DRE # 01399145

SUNNYVALE

$2,625,000

Sold 4-plex with excellent Cupertino schools and Homestead
High. Desirable neighborhood, quiet street. Ideal unit mix for
both owner occupied and investment. All units have been
completely updated, great upside potential on rent. Short drive
to Apple.

FREMONT

CALL FOR PRICE

Coming Soon Mission San Jose grand luxury residence, 5
bedrooms, 4 bathrooms, house +/- 3821 sq.ft., lot +/- 12859 sq.ft.

compass.com
Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Number 01079009. All material presented herein is intended for informational
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650.799.8888
julie@julietsailaw.com
DRE # 01339682

compass.com

Julie Tsai Law

Yamina Wu

650.799.8888
julie@julietsailaw.com
DRE # 01339682

PALO ALTO

CALL FOR PRICE

Sold Representing strong buyers during SIP. Call Julie. We have
adoOadsWyBsOMBbMntB_WOMJt|Oopà

SAN JOSE

$2,580,000

This well-maintained investment property consists of eight fully
occupied 1br/1ba units, most with updated kitchens and baths.
Aprox 8200 sqft lot. This will sell fast!!

Carolyn Aarts
Keddington
650.946.8122
carolyn.keddington@
compass.com
DRE # 01490400

408.818.0901
wycalen@gmail.com
DRE # 01989174

Ted Paulin
MENLO PARK

$2,445,000

Sold Stylish Cape Cod home in the heart of the Willows.

PALO ALTO

$2,400,000

650.766.6325
ted.paulin@compass.com
DRE # 01435455

Sold Lovely 4 bedroom, 2 bathroom Eichler home on a 8,716
SF lot, on a cul-de-sac, in highly sought after Greenmeadow
neighborhood of Palo Alto.

Valerie Lo

Shelly Roberson

650.288.2237
valerie.lo@compass.com
DRE # 01816959

650.464.3797
shellyroberson@gmail.com

PALO ALTO

CALL FOR PRICE

Sold Traditional 3 bdrm, 1.5 bath ranch house. Located in a
convenient location in desirable Midtown area. 7,300 sq. ft
corner lot. Sold 20% over the listed price!

SAN JOSE

$2,398,000

Stylishly remodeled 5 bedroom, 3 bathroom 2,452+/- sq.ft.
home in Happy Valley neighborhood. Excellent schools!

Lynne Mercer
650.906.0162
Lynne.Mercer@
compass.com
DRE # 00796211

DRE # 01143296

Pat Kalish
PALO ALTO

$2,200,000

Sweet 2BR/2BA home in fabulous location. 2 garages offer
possibility of master suite or ADU. Large lot, with room to
expand, or build new.

SUNNYVALE

$2,155,000

Sold Unique custom home featuring spacious rooms, hardwood
ddopBbMKdal_OsO_|tlUoBMOMsVodtUVdtsà_adpspT_ds
has a pretty swimming pool and loads of room for gardening.

compass.com
Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Number 01079009. All material presented herein is intended for informational
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650.823.4624
pat.kalish@compass.com
DRE # 00702818

Our Summer Collection

Liz Rhodes

Sophie Tsang

650.722.3000
DRE # 1179852

650.687.7388
sophie@compass.com
DRE # 01399145

Michele Harkov
650.773.1332
DRE # 01838875

SUNNYVALE

$2,100,000

Coming Soon Excellent location to downtown Sunnyvale, parks
and excellent Sunnyvale schools. Located on a very quiet culde-sac, this home has 4 bedrooms, 3 baths and 2,048 square
feet of living space. The ample lot is 6,692 square feet.

CUPERTINO

$2,100,000

Sold Fantastic Cupertino duplex. Close to all the conveniences
and Apple campuses. Excellent Cupertino Schools. Each unit
offers 2 bd/1 ba, updated kitchen, bright living room, private
yard, 1 car attached garage.

John Forsyth James

Arti Miglani

650.218.4337

650.804.6942
Arti @ArtiMiglani.com
DRE # 01159985

John@JohnForsythJames.com

REDWOOD CITY

CALL FOR PRICE

Sold Beautifully appointed and built by award winning
Ponderosa Builders, this bright and airy home, is located in the
family-friendly Selby neighborhood. Situated on a 6,098 sq. ft.
lot the home offers 4 bedrooms, 2.5 bathrooms, 2 car garage
with 2,120 sq. ft. of living space.

MOUNTAIN VIEW

$2,098,000

Sold Represented Buyer. Enjoy this spacious four bedroom
home in the coveted St. Frances Acres neighborhood with top
Los Altos schools. Tucked on a beautiful street within one of
Mountain View’s prettiest and most convenient neighborhoods.

Charles Jacob
650.546.1360
charles@
charlesjacob.com
DRE # 02000123

Julie Tsai Law
MENLO PARK

CALL FOR PRICE

Sold Stunning remodeled home in the highly sought-after
Willows neighborhood of Menlo Park. 3 beds/2 baths , ¬±2459
sq ft home on a ¬±7400 sq ft lot.

CUPERTINO

CALL FOR PRICE

650.799.8888
julie@julietsailaw.com
DRE # 01339682

Sold Presenting strong buyers during SIP. Call Julie. We have
adoOadsWyBsOMBbMntB_WOMJt|Oopà

Lynne Mercer
650.906.0162
Lynne.Mercer@
compass.com
DRE # 00796211

DRE # 01138400

Shelly Roberson
650.464.3797
shellyroberson@gmail.com

MOUNTAIN VIEW

$1,970,000

Sold Adorable home sparkles with natural light from abundant
windows, added skylights. 3BR plus family room. Great
neighborhood, close to everything!

MOUNTAIN VIEW

$1,948,000

Nestled on a friendly, quiet cul-de-sac location in the Shoreline
West neighborhood, this 3bd, 2ba home was extensively
remodeled in 2015. Close to Downtown with outstanding
schools.

compass.com
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DRE # 01143296

compass.com

Denise Simons
650.269.0210
denise.simons@
compass.com
DRE # 01376733

Charles Jacob
MOUNTAIN VIEW

$1,930,000

Sold Charming, well-maintained 3 bed, 2 bath home in the
desirable Cuesta Park neighborhood. Ideally located close to
Bubb Elementary School and local parks.

MENLO PARK

$1,888,000

Lavishly remodeled 4 bedroom, 2 bath home in a desirable
Menlo Park neighborhood.

Julie Tsai Law

650.546.1360
charles@
charlesjacob.com
DRE # 02000123

Yamina Wu

650.799.8888
julie@julietsailaw.com
DRE # 01339682

PALO ALTO

$1,888,000

Sold Condo at Altaire Walk community. Representing sellers,
closed successfully during SIP, 8 offers, highest 3 bedrooms unit
sale in the community.

LOS ALTOS HILLS

$1,799,000

408.818.0901
wycalen@gmail.com
DRE # 01989174

Excellent value for the land. Existing home nestled on a 0.8 lot.
Good location with a easy stroll to Hidden Villa and Foothill parks.

Shelly Roberson
650.464.3797
DRE # 01143296

Liz Rhodes
650.722.3000
DRE # 1179852
LOS ALTOS

Ray Hogue
650.964.3722
DRE # 1980343

$1,798,000

{OKtsWyO_WUVs__OMJMÛJBKdbMdWb!dosVdp_sdpÛ
superbly built in 2007. Prime quiet location in complex.
dbsOaldoBo|ps|WbUÛdlObKdbKOlsddoøl_Bbà

SAN JOSE

$1,699,000

Amazing Almaden Valley Home! Spacious 5bd/2.5ba home
boasts lot of natural light & great living spaces. Formal dining
oddazæoOl_BKOÛoOadMO_OM^WsKVObàBaW_|oddadlObpsdsVO
pool, garden & patio. Don’t miss out!

Michele Harkov
650.773.1332
DRE # 01838875

Julie Tsai Law

John Forsyth James

650.799.8888
julie@julietsailaw.com
DRE # 01339682

John@JohnForsythJames.com

650.218.4337
PALO ALTO

CALL FOR PRICE

Coming Soon Light and bright condo in the best location of
Midtown! 3 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, +/-1480 sq.ft.

SUNNYVALE

$1,635,000

Sold with multiple offers and represented seller. Clean
modern lines on this totally remodeled home! Total 1,525 Sq.Ft.
includes Main house: 1,125 SF w/3 beds, 2 baths+ Detached ADU
that is 400 Sq.Ft. w/1 bed, 1 bath.

compass.com
Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Number 01079009. All material presented herein is intended for informational
ltoldpOpdb_|BbMWpKdalW_OMTodapdtoKOpMOOaOMoO_WBJ_OJtsVBpbdsJOObyOoWOMà VBbUOpWbloWKOÛKdbMWsWdbÛpB_OdozWsVMoBzB_aB|JOaBMOzWsVdtsbdsWKOà!dpsBsOaObsWpaBMOBpsd
accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footage are approximate.

DRE # 01138400

Our Summer Collection

Monica Corman
650.465.5971
DRE # 1111473

Ted Paulin
650.766.6325
ted.paulin@compass.com
DRE # 01435455

REDWOOD CITY

CALL FOR PRICE

Coming Soon 1924 Mediterranean Style 3 bed, 1.5 bath home
in Mount Carmel, Redwood City. Double panes, Oak Hardwood,
renovated kitchen on a 8,255 SF lot.

PALO ALTO

$1,595,000

Elegance, character and tree-top views highlight this quiet, 3
bed/3 bath, ~1,800 square foot unit. It’s an amazing value at
dbOdTsVObOpsKdal_O{OpdTWsp^WbMà

Pam Page

Mandy Montoya
650.823.8212
DRE # 1911643

Julie Tsai Law

650.400.5061
pam.page@compass.com
DRE # 00858214

PALO ALTO

$1,500,000

Sold Beautiful 2 bed/2 bath sold with 5 offers over asking.

SUNNYVALE

CALL FOR PRICE

650.799.8888
julie@julietsailaw.com
DRE # 01339682

Sold Tasman Square, 5 years new home. Representing sellers
during the end of year low season. Got an excellent price of
what the sellers hoped for.

Julie Tsai Law

Denise Simons

650.799.8888
julie@julietsailaw.com
DRE # 01339682

SUNNYVALE

CALL FOR PRICE

Sold Tasman Square, 5 years new home. Representing sellers for
an off-market sale, multiple offers, tenant-occupied situation,
negotiated rent-back.

BELMONT

CALL FOR PRICE

Coming Soon Charming 4 bed, 2.5 bath home with updated
^WsKVObBbMJBsVpÛVBoMzddMddopBbMMtB_lBbOzWbMdzpà
Close to great schools, parks and shopping.

650.269.0210
denise.simons@
compass.com
DRE # 01376733

Siobhan O’Sullivan

Julie Rossi Rideau
650.543.1191
julie@rossirideau.com
DRE # 01996940

SANTA CLARA

$1,400,000

Sold Represented Buyer. This conveniently located Santa Clara
home was built in 2008. Its private front yard provides a step into
a tropical paradise with its unique landscaping. 3 bedrooms. 2 ½
bathrooms.

MENLO PARK

$1,348,000

Hidden gem, behind the gates, this chic 2 bed condo is an end
unit on a single level with a corner balcony and views. Turnkey,
“a 10!” One of the most sought after communities in Sharon
Heights, Menlo Park. This unit is perfect for a pied-à-terre, a
starter home, or for a downsizer! Please see video.

compass.com
Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Number 01079009. All material presented herein is intended for informational
ltoldpOpdb_|BbMWpKdalW_OMTodapdtoKOpMOOaOMoO_WBJ_OJtsVBpbdsJOObyOoWOMà VBbUOpWbloWKOÛKdbMWsWdbÛpB_OdozWsVMoBzB_aB|JOaBMOzWsVdtsbdsWKOà!dpsBsOaObsWpaBMOBpsd
accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footage are approximate.

650.776.5445
sos@osullivanteam.com
DRE # 01298824

compass.com

Adela
Gildo-Mazzon
650.714.0537
amazzon@compass.com
DRE # 01371327

Anna Park
650.387.6159
anna.park@compass.com

REDWOOD CITY

$1,305,000

Sold Original Eichler home with 3 bedrooms, 2 full bathrooms.
Represented buyer.

UNION CITY

$1,156,000

DRE # 0147318

Sold Represented Buyer. Rare on Market Cul-de-Sac Home
Wb B_WTdobWB.dpOKoOpså OpWoBJ_O_ddol_Bbzæt__ BsVœ
 OModdadbps_ddoåBoUOWyWbU.ddazæ WU9WbMdzpå
BaW_|.dda#TTOop d|WoOl_BKOzæBp/sBosOoà2VWp
delightful 4 bed 3 bath house will make you feel right at home.

Jean-Luc
Laminette

Liz Rhodes

650.833.9336
jllaminette@
compass.com
DRE # 01847917

650.722.3000
DRE # 1179852
SANTA CLARA

$1,150,000

Coming Soon Desirable 5 bed & 3 bath home with 1,700+ sft on
BÛpTs_dsÛK_dpOsd!yWMWBà9B_^sdsVOlBo^ÛKWyWKKObsOo
and Triton Museum of Art.

SAN JOSE

$1,150,000

MdoBJ_OJMæJBÛpnTsVdaOdbO{lBbpWyOpnTs_dsà
.ObWpVOMVBoMzddMddopœbOz_|lBWbsOMsVodtUVdtsà BsV
VBpbOzyBbWs|Û^WsKVObVBpbOzddoWbUœKdtbsOosdlà daO
see!

Anna Park

Michele Harkov
650.773.1332
DRE # 01838875

Colleen Foraker

650.387.6159
anna.park@compass.com

DRE # 01473188

MOUNTAIN VIEW

$1,020,000

Sold Represented Buyer. Completely remodeled condo with an
dlObddol_BbTdoOBp|BbMKdaTdosBJ_O_WyWbUàdoaB_Obso|
zWsVKdBsK_dpOsÛl_Bb^ddopÛptb_Ws_WyWbUoddazWsVoOl_BKOà
Large master suite with a wall of closets and large windows to
ensure natural lighting.

PALO ALTO

$850,000

Sold/s|_WpV+B_d_sd.OMzddMpJOModdaæJBsV
condominium, well designed with high ceilings and an open
ddol_Bbl_tpBzdbMOoTt_dyOopWOMlBsWdsVBsdlObpsdB
serene green belt. Represented Buyer

650.380.0085
colleen.foraker@
compass.com
DRE # 01349099

Liz Rhodes

Tasneem Fatima

650.722.3000
DRE # 1179852

650.799.0404
tasneem.fatima@
compass.com
DRE # 00916894

Michele Harkov
650.773.1332
DRE # 01838875

SAN CARLOS

$750,000

Coming Soon Adorable extra large 960 sf, 1 bedroom, 1 bath
tbWsà dbyObWObs_|_dKBsOMzWsVWbJ_dK^pdTMdzbsdzb/Bb
Carlos and public transportation.

REDWOOD CITY

$555,000

SolddoUOdtpJOModdaÛJBsVtbWsKdal_OsO_|oOadMO_OMÛ
JOBtsWTt_VBoMzddMddopà.OadMO_OM^WsKVObà

compass.com
Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Number 01079009. All material presented herein is intended for informational
ltoldpOpdb_|BbMWpKdalW_OMTodapdtoKOpMOOaOMoO_WBJ_OJtsVBpbdsJOObyOoWOMà VBbUOpWbloWKOÛKdbMWsWdbÛpB_OdozWsVMoBzB_aB|JOaBMOzWsVdtsbdsWKOà!dpsBsOaObsWpaBMOBpsd
accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footage are approximate.
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ADVERTISEMENT

John Michael Jakubiak
September 23, 1934 – June 14, 2020

Learn more at SafeCleanWater.org

The Safe, Clean Water and Natural Flood Protection
Program Explores Supporting Expansion of Pacheco
Reservoir in Southern Santa Clara County.
Santa Clara Valley Water
District (Valley Water) is
currently developing one
of our biggest projects in
decades, the proposed
expansion of Pacheco
Reservoir, located 60 miles
southeast of San Jose. The
proposed project would
increase Pacheco’s capacity
from 5,500 up to 140,000
acre-feet—enough water for
up to 1.4 million people for
one year in an emergency.
The project could reduce
the frequency and severity
of water shortages during
droughts, protect our
drinking water supply and
infrastructure, and improve
habitat for fish.
Valley Water is exploring
the opportunity to include this
important project under an
updated and enhanced Safe,

John Michael Jakubiak,
85, a 50-year resident of Palo
Alto, died June 14, 2020. He
was born Sept. 23, 1934 in
New Kensington, PA. John
had no biological children
but was an amazing stepfather. After graduating
with a Masters degree in philosophy from the University of
Munich, Germany, he spent several years exploring Europe
before making his home in Palo Alto, where he eventually
met the love of his life Shirley Powers. He was a brilliant
and multi-faceted craftsman, artist, writer, builder and
opera singer. He made and sold stunning jewelry, created
sculpture out of stone, wood and gems, and took gorgeous
photographs of nature in all of the places he loved to hike
and kayak with his one true love. He wrote powerful poetry
with an emphasis on understanding the deepest questions in
life. In addition he could build anything from bookshelves
to entire rooms from scratch. Irreverent and charming
he never failed to amuse people with his sense of humor
and stories, which were always told with a twinkle in his
lake-blue eyes. He was an incredible grandfather who was
always filled with love, hugs and smiles. Becoming a “Papa”
brought out the child in him and he and his grandson,
Ryan, had many adventures building their own bows and
arrows, constructing tree-houses and lemonade stands, and
even a mini-golf course in the backyard. As the years went
by their relationship changed as Ryan became his tech guru
and chauffeur. John was a much beloved man who will be
forever missed.
He is survived by his life partner of 42 years, Shirley
Powers of Palo Alto, Calif.; his daughter, Erin Powers of
Menlo Park; his grandson Ryan Gruschka-Powers also of
Menlo Park; and four siblings.
PAID

Clean Water and Natural
Flood Protection Program,
which was overwhelmingly
approved by 74% of voters in
2012.
Currently, projects funded
by the program ensure our
drinking water is safe and
reliable, while protecting our
water quality by reducing
toxins and contaminants in
our waterways. In addition

to efforts that repair and
replace our aging dams,
these projects protect
residents and businesses
from flooding and sea level
rise. Including the Pacheco
Reservoir Expansion as a
potential program update
would contribute to
ensuring that our county
also has a secure water
supply for the future.

What matters most to you?
We know our
community is contending
with new challenges such
as emergencies, natural
disasters, climate change,
population growth, and
uncertain imported water
supplies. We are seeking
your input as we explore
potentially updating and

enhancing the Safe, Clean
Water and Natural Flood
Protection Program to meet
Santa Clara County’s current
and future needs.
Take our two-minute survey
at www.SafeCleanWater.org
and let us know what matters
most to you!

OBITUARY

Support local
food businesses
and stay well-fed
Check out our guide to
local takeout and delivery
We’ve compiled this ever-evolving list of restaurants,
cafes, breweries, wine shops and bakeries throughout
the Bay Area that are providing takeout or delivery

Please visit www.SafeCleanWater.org,
where you can learn more about
the program and take two minutes
to add your voice to the Community
Input Survey.

service while in-person dining has been suspended.

Find local takeout and
delivery options at
PaloAltoOnline.com/restaurants
To report changes or additions, email food@paloaltoonline.com
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Pulse
A weekly compendium
of vital statistics

POLICE CALLS
Palo Alto

Samuel Joseph Traina Jr.
August 27, 1929 – June 5, 2020
Cleaner Needed
$970 weekly, 3 days weekly.
Time Schedule: 9AM – 12PM.
Applicants should Apply Via
Email: johntodd88@outlook.com

Sign up today at
PaloAltoOnline.com/express

June 18-June 24
Violence related
Arson . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Attempted murder . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Battery . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
Child abuse. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
Domestic violence . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4
Theft related
Commercial burglaries . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Fraud . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Grand theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Identity theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
Petty theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Residential burglaries . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Shoplifting. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4
Vehicle related
Attempted bicycle theft. . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Attempted theft from auto . . . . . . . . . . 2
Auto recovery . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Auto theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5
Bicycle theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9
Theft from auto . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 13
Vehicle accident/minor injury . . . . . . . . 5
Vehicle accident/prop damage. . . . . . . 2
Vehicle tow . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
Alcohol or drug related
Driving under influence . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Drunk in public . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2

VIOLENT CRIMES
Palo Alto
Emerson Street, 1/21, 3:53 p.m.; child
abuse/physical.
Arbol Drive, 5/4, 12 a.m.; child abuse/
physical.
Embarcadero Road, 6/10, 8:32 a.m.;
attempted murder.
El Camino Real, 6/10, 11:02 a.m.;
domestic violence.
Forest Avenue, 6/11, 2:51 p.m.; child
abuse/physical.
Waverley St., 6/14, 3:17 p.m.; simple
battery.
South Court, 6/16, 12:14 p.m.; domestic
violence/battery.
El Camino Real, 6/16, 12:20 p.m.;
domestic violence/battery.
Welch Road, 6/18, 4:39 p.m.; arson.
Encina Avenue, 6/19, 5 p.m.; domestic
violence/battery.
Pasteur Drive, 6/20, 5 p.m.; simple
battery.
El Camino Real, 6/21, 5:44 p.m.; simple
battery.

Menlo Park
300 block Sharon Park Drive, 6/17,
11:50 a.m.; robbery.

OBITUARIES
A list of local residents who
died recently:
Bryce Perry, 74, a longtime
Palo Alto resident, died on
June 2.
John Michael Jakubiak,
85, a 50-year Palo Alto resident, died on June 14.
Gordon Howard Bower,
87, a cognitive psychologist,
died on June 17.
Albert Ray Lang, professor
emeritus at Stanford University, died on June 17.
To read the full obituaries,
leave remembrances and post
photos, go to Lasting Memories at PaloAltoOnline.com/
obituaries. Q

Sign up today at
PaloAltoOnline.com/express

The Palo Alto Weekly offers advertising for
Employment, as well as Home and Business Services.
Please call 650.223.6597 or email
digitalads@paweekly.com for more information.

Robert Stevens Elliott
May 26, 1929 – June 20, 2020
Robert Stevens Elliott passed away
peacefully on June 20th at Webster
House in Palo Alto. He was born on
May 26, 1929 in Melrose, MA. The
eldest of three children, Bob was
raised in nearby Middleton, RI, the
location of St. George’s School, where
his father was a science teacher. Bob
was graduated from Northfield
Mount Hermon Preparatory School
in Massachusetts before receiving
his collegiate degree from Trinity College in 1951.
After college Bob served in the U.S. Army for four years, worked
at W.R. Grace in New York City, and then moved to Toledo, Ohio
where he took a job with Owens Corning. Following an executive
training program in sales and management, Bob was assigned
to San Francisco where his work with Owens Corning focused
on the development and sale of reinforced plastics. He later
formed his own business, Royell, with two other partners, which
distributed reinforced plastic materials throughout California.
He retired at 60 years of age.
Bob married Rosemma (“Fredi”) Brundage in 1960. They have
one son, Timothy Scott Elliott, who resides in Menlo Park, CA.
Throughout his lifetime Bob pursued a wide variety of outside
activities. As a member of the Audubon Society, Bob was always
thrilled to make a bird sighting during a nature walk. A longtime
volunteer for Environmental Volunteers, Bob taught grade
school students about environmental issues, and took them
on field trips to local parks and preserves. Using his expertise
from Royell, he also took pleasure in teaching elementary school
children in science classes how to put plastic materials together
to make a small cup.
Bob enjoyed travel, and particularly the trips that included his
love of the outdoors. He took several golf vacations in Scotland,
and Alaska was a favorite destination for his backpacking trips
with son Tim. For a number of years Bob and Fredi owned a
home in Arizona where they enjoyed the desert flora and fauna,
and collected Native American art and artifacts.
Closer to home Bob enjoyed tennis and golf which he played
with a regular group of friends. Pursuing his interest in sports,
he served as a Red Coat at Stanford to usher fans to their seats.
He and Fredi also volunteered at rummage sales for the benefit
of the Lucile Packard Children’s Hospital. For twenty-six years
Bob delivered food for Meals on Wheels, always taking the time
to engage in conversation, and often replacing a light bulb or
turning on the furnace for a needy client.
Having a keen interest in the culinary arts and through his
friendship with Shirley Sarvis, a well known food writer and
wine expert, he helped to organize special evenings of food and
wine pairings.
Bob is survived by his son Tim, wife Fredi, and a sister Barbara
Elliott Fargo of Massachusetts. His younger brother William
predeceased him.
Bob will always be remembered for his outgoing personality,
unbounded optimism, enthusiasm and generous spirit. Should
friends desire, memorial contributions should be made to
Environmental Volunteers, 2560 Embarcadero Road, Palo Alto,
CA 94303.
PAID

OBITUARY

On Friday, June 5th, 2020, Samuel Joseph Traina, Jr.,
loving husband, father and grandfather, passed away
peacefully at the age of 90.
Sam (known to friends as Buddy) was born on August
27, 1929 in Palo Alto, California. He attended San Jose
State University, where he was a star running back on
the football team. On November 11, 1950, he married
high school sweetheart Betty Jo Miller. They raised their
daughter Paulette in Menlo Park, where they lived for 65
years before moving to El Dorado County in 2018.
Buddy was a passionate outdoorsman, hunter and taxidermist. He went on his last duck hunting trip just a few
months before his death. His boundless energy and outgoing nature ensured a steady stream of life-long friends.
Buddy was preceded in death by his father Samuel Sr.,
and his mother Alice. He is survived by his wife Betty, his
daughter Paulette, and his grandchildren Nicolette and
Sam.
A memorial service was held on June 13th at Green Valley Mortuary in Rescue, and the burial was held on June
16th at Alta Mesa Cemetery in Palo Alto.
PAID

OBITUARY

Bryce Perry
January 27, 1946 – June 2, 2020
Bryce Perry passed away on June
2, 2020. He was 74 years old.
Bryce was born on January 27,
1946 in Duxbury, Massachusetts.
His family moved to Albany
NY, and Lewiston/Auburn ME
before settling in Arlington MA.
While in high school, Bryce
was active in the chess club, did
stop-motion photography, and
published a newspaper called the
Spectator.
At Antioch College in Ohio, Bryce was involved in the
student-run fire department, including serving as engineer,
responsible for two trucks and an ambulance. While at
college, he married Frances Hamaker from Palo Alto, CA.
After graduation, they served in the Peace Corps, stationed
in the town of Labasa in the Fiji Islands where they taught
science and math at Sangam High School.
After some travel, they settled in Palo Alto. Bryce worked
at SRI in the Molecular Physics lab, at Spectra Physics as a
product manager, and at ILC Technologies, managing space
station lighting. While at SRI, Bryce earned an MSEE degree
at Stanford University.
In the ’80s Bryce was active in the Palo Alto chess club and
organized large chess tournaments. He was also active in the
Boy Scouts, serving as Scout Master. After early retirement,
he worked in IT, as a photographer, mentored a chess club at
Gunn High School, square danced, and was learning to teach
and call square dancing. Starting in 1999, he also enjoyed
going to the Burning Man arts festival in Nevada more than
a dozen times.
Bryce was active in the Unitarian Universalist Church
of Palo Alto. Bryce served on the board of trustees and as
president of the board. He founded and led men’s groups.
Bryce was preceded in death by his parents, John E. and
Helen K. Perry of Arlington MA, his brother Fred Perry of
MA and his sister Jana Born (James) of NH. He leaves his
wife, Fran, two sons John (Julie) of San Diego and Michael of
Palo Alto and three grandsons.
A memorial service on Zoom is scheduled for Sunday, June
28. Contact Fran for more information.
PAID
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The Fountains Apartments
Affordable Senior (55+) Housing Community Waitlist Open for 1 bedroom Apartments
)URPWRGXULQJRI¿FHKRXUV$OODSSOLFDWLRQVZLOOEHGDWHWLPHVWDPSHGDWWKHWLPHUHFHLYHGDQGDGGHGWRWKHZDLWOLVW
RQD¿UVWFRPH¿UVWVHUYHEDVLV&RPPXQLW\LQFRPH RFFXSDQF\UHVWULFWLRQVDSSO\$SSOLFDWLRQVZLOOEHDYDLODEOHIRUSLFNXSDWWKHIROORZLQJ
ORFDWLRQVFountains apartments, 2005 San Ramon Ave, Mountain View, CA 94043.)D[RUHPDLODSSOLFDWLRQVZLOOEHDFFHSWHG  
7WG  fountains@midpen-housing.org.$SSOLFDWLRQVPXVWEHUHWXUQHGWRFountains Apartments,
2005 San Ramon Ave, Mountain View, CA 94043.3KRQH650-966-1060 or fax (650)964-6203%5(FRUSRUDWHOLFHQVH90

The Fountains Apartments

The Fountains Apartments
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The Fountains Apartments

The Fountains Apartments
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Las solicitudes podrán recogerse en:
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Cộng Đồng Nhà Ở Vừa Túi Tiền Dành Cho Người Cao Tuổi
(55 Tuổi Trở Lên)
Danh Sách Chờ Áp Dụng cho Các Căn Hộ 1 Phòng Ngủ
Từ 07/27/2020 đến 08/31/2020 trong Giờ Làm Việc
Tất cả đơn đăng ký sẽ được đề ngày/giờ tại thời điểm nhận
và đưa vào danh sách chờ trên cơ sở đến trước được phục vụ trước.
Áp Dụng Các Quy Định Hạn Chế về Thu Nhập & Mức Sử Dụng của
Cộng Đồng.
Có thể nhận mẫu đơn đăng ký tại các địa điểm sau đây:
Fountains Apartments, 2005 San Ramon Ave, Mountain View CA 94043

Đơn đăng ký qua fax hoặc email sẽ được chấp nhận
(650) 966-1060 TTD (650) 357-9773 Fountains@midpen-housing.org.
Phải gửi đơn đăng ký đến: Fountains Apts, 2005 San Ramon Ave,
Mountain View CA 94043
Điện thoại: 650-966-1060 hoặc Fax (650) 964-6203
Giấy Phép Công Ty %5(0

The Fountains Apartments
Жилищный кооператив по доступным ценам для пожилых людей (от 55 лет)
Открытие списка ожидания на 1-комнатные квартиры
С 27 июля 2020 г. по 31 августа 2020 г. в рабочее время
На всех заявлениях будет проставлен штамп с датой и временем получения,
и они будут добавлены в список ожидания в порядке живой очереди.
Действуют ограничения по доходу и виду занятости.
Бланки заявлений можно получить по адресу:
Fountains Apartments, 2005 San Ramon Ave, Mountain View CA 94043
Принимаются заявления по факсу и электронной почте:
(650) 966-1060, TTD (для глухих) (650) 357-9773
Fountains@midpen-housing.org.
Заявления направляйте по адресу: Fountains Apts, 2005 San Ramon Ave,
Mountain View CA 94043
Телефон: 650-966-1060 или факс: (650) 964-6203
Корпоративная лицензия организации, защищенной от банкротства
(Bankruptcy Remote Entity, BRE) № 00822390
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Hope in the midst of isolation
Short Story Contest authors reflect on finding beauty
and solace during unconventional times

W

ith the pandemic creating a
newfangled reality around the globe,
it’s not surprising that the first-place
winners of this year’s Palo Alto Weekly Short
Story Contest submitted pieces that reflect on
the struggles, beauty and humor of those living
in isolation.
Whether examining changes in their own
daily routines or contemplating the impacts of
social isolation on older adults or those living
in impoverished neighborhoods, each story
offers hope: from the father who ultimately
finds sanctuary in life’s typically uneventful
details after suddenly finding himself shuttered
at home; to an ill girl who finds solace in
playing music from her apartment balcony
after encountering an elderly neighborhood
musician; to the angry, closed-off teen who

brings attention to his forgotten neighborhood
in an unexpected way.
Each of the writers drew upon their personal
experiences and those of people around them to
breathe life into their works and to shed light
on the beauty that can be found in the most
unconventional places.
The Palo Alto Weekly thanks all of the
writers who submitted stories for this year’s
contest; the judges for the Adult and Young
Adult categories, Tom Parker, Nancy Packer and
Debbie Duncan; and the Teen category judges
Caryn Huberman Yacowitz, Marjorie Sayer and
Nancy Etchemendy.
Lastly, the Weekly extends its gratitude to the
contest co- sponsors, Bell’s Books of Palo Alto,
Kepler’s Books of Menlo Park and Linden Tree
Children’s Books of Los Altos.

Thank You
The following businesses co-sponsored the 34th Annual Short Story Contest,
providing prizes for winners in all categories.

Short Story Contest winners
Teen, 12-14 years old
1st place: “An Evening at Sunset,” by Claire Xu
2nd place: “The Pendant,” by Jason Hu
3rd place: “Puddles and Pirates,” by Avni Nath

Young Adult, 15-17 years old
1st place: “Poetry from the Outskirts,” by Sofia Lucas
2nd place: “Magic Number 3,” by Isabel Harding
3rd place: “Slán Sionnach (Goodbye Fox),” by Rachel Lysaght

Adult, 18 years and older
1st place: “Love, and a Vaccine”, by David Woodbury
2nd place: “Hegemony Falls,” by Tim Kane
3rd place: “Mulberry Lane (Phase Two),” by Craig Evans

536 Emerson St., Palo Alto

1010 El Camino Real, Menlo Park

The stories and biographies of all winners
and honorable mentions can be found at
PaloAltoOnline.com/short_story.

265 State St., Los Altos

Judges for the Adult and Young Adult categories
Debbie Duncan

Nancy Packer

Tom Parker

Debbie Duncan has been reviewing children’s books for the Palo
Alto Weekly since 1997. She is
the author of the Benjamin Franklin Award-winning picture book
“When Molly Was in the Hospital,”
as well as a book for parents, “Joy
of Reading.” She also contributes to
the Perspectives series of commentaries on KQED radio. When she isn’t reading books to
find the best to share with Weekly readers, she’s writing
her own middle-grade novel or hanging out on Twitter,
@debbieduncan.

Nancy Packer is professor emerita
of English at Stanford University,
where she taught in the Creative
Writing Program. Her short stories
have appeared in such journals as
Harper’s, Yale Review and Sewanee
Review and been included in several
“O. Henry Prize Stories” collections
and “The Best American Short Stories.” Sixty of her stories have been collected and published
in five volumes; “Old Ladies” is her most recent collection.

A well-known, local fictionwriting teacher and coach, memoirist, co-author and developmental
editor, Tom Parker is an O. Henry
Prize-winning short-story writer
and author of the novels “Anna,
Ann, Annie” and “Small Business.”
His work has appeared in Harper’s
and has been reviewed in The New
Yorker. He has taught at Stanford, the University of California, Berkeley, and Foothill and Cañada community colleges. His website is tomparkerwrites.com.

Judges for the Teen category
Nancy Etchemendy

Marjorie Sayer

Nancy Etchemendy’s novels, short
fiction and poetry have appeared
regularly for the past 40 years, both
in the U.S. and abroad. Her work
has earned a number of awards, including three Bram Stoker Awards
and an International Horror Guild
Award. “Cat in Glass and Other
Tales of the Unnatural,” her collection of short dark fantasy, was named an ALA Best Book
for Young Adults. She lives and works in Palo Alto, where
she leads a somewhat schizophrenic life, alternating between unkempt, introverted writer and gracious (she prays)
wife of a Stanford University professor.

Marjorie Sayer writes books with
a multicultural and interdisciplinary perspective. Her middle-grade
novel, “The Girl Mechanic of Wanzhou,” is a winner of the Scholastic
Asia Book Award. Her nonfiction
for adults has appeared in O’Reilly
Media, and her recreational math
books have been used in clubs
throughout the country. She enjoys bicycle travel, her family and the friendship of her cats. She blogs about her interests at marjoriesayer.com.

Caryn Huberman
Yacowitz
Caryn Huberman Yacowitz writes
fiction and nonfiction books for
children and plays for both children
and adults. Her newest picture book,
“I Know an Old Lady Who Swallowed a Dreidel,” a Chanukah book
with an art history spin, is a Junior
Library Guild Selection. “Jeans!
The Musical,” co-created with Diane Claerbout and Enid
Davis, celebrates those famous pants and the pioneers who
invented them. Her website is carynyacowitz.com.
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Love,
‘
and a Vaccine’
by David Woodbury

DAY ONE: Shelter-inPlace Diary

M

DAY TWO
Dear Diary:
In the morning, I rise. The sun
also rises. Oatmeal for breakfast. As a child, I liked to read
the cereal box while shoveling
in processed grains. Now, with
the internet, I Google the Quaker
Oats Company on my phone and
discover some disturbing truths.
For one, there does not appear to
have been any actual members of
the Society of Friends involved in
this operation. What a surprise
that these ersatz Quakers also promote a cereal with a fake “Cap’n”
— the three stripes on his sleeve
rank him lower than that. The oatmeal was good, but breakfast left
me disillusioned.
During my midday repast, I
tried to calm my mind. Still no
symptoms, thankfully, but I can’t
shake a sense of foreboding that
my kids will ask me to play a
board game from the 1980s.
The dog is unfazed by the public health crisis. Sheltering in
place is her specialty. She studies
us one by one, brazenly trying to
gauge the weakest among us, the
first to cull from the herd. I discreetly ply her with treats in the
hopes she’ll save me for last.
After supper, I commenced research on infectious disease outbreaks, hoping to turn the tables
on this virus. The revelations are
coming fast now. First up, “The
Omega Man,” last seen when I
was in seventh grade, before I’d
ever heard of the NRA. Had no
idea it was, in fact, the second adaptation — after Vincent Price’s,

David Woodbury
FirstÊplace,
Adult category

DAY THREE
Dear Diary:
Last night I dreamt of the coronavirus — wet, amorphous, and
sinister, like evil Dr. Huxtable’s
Jell-O pudding — sliding across
the floor as I stood frozen. It
washed over my toes, moist and
cold as death. Way too moist.
Turns out it was just the dog
licking my foot, and I awoke to
a new day symptom-free, and
clean-heeled.
Scanning the day’s headlines
was reassuring. All the news was
bad, even catastrophic, and offered a comforting sense of continuity. What is a pandemic, but
the cherry on top of a delicious
dystopia years in the making.
It’s almost poetic, like a Richard
Brautigan poem. But the paucity
of snacks is really getting under
my skin.
Day three of the shelter-in-place
order, and fully 48 hours since the
last of the SkinnyPop Popcorn
was consumed (even the little
bits and unpopped kernels). This
was a serious miscalculation. In
a day or two, I’ll be chewing on
stale Saltines, like pioneers on the
Oregon Trail, or Quakers taming
the sylvan wilderness of “Penn’s
Woods,” if Quakers ate crackers.
This evening the governor told
39 million Californians to go
home and stay home. Does he
even know how many Mad Max
extras have put down roots here?
They’re not going to take this lying down, not from a guy named
Gavin. Before this is over, I fear
we’ll all be characters in a Cormac McCarthy novel.
Luckily, one of my online panic
orders arrived at the door, in an
unmarked box, on a day when the
package thieves who work my
block are apparently self-isolating. I hurried the mystery package into the quarantine closet for
decontamination, as if it were an
Apollo astronaut, fished from the
sea after surviving the dangers
of outer space. “See you in a few
days,” I said. “You’re safe now.”

DAY FOUR
Dear Diary:
Slept fitfully, though I was neither fit, nor full. It wasn’t dreams
of malevolent pudding that disturbed my rest, and for that I am
thankful. Rather, it was nervous
anticipation that kept me tossing, anxiety over the perilous trek
upon which I, alone, am destined
to embark. All our lives we pause
to wonder, will this day see the
beginning of my hero’s journey?

Page 34 • June 26, 2020 • Palo Alto Weekly • www.PaloAltoOnline.com

Illustration by Paul Llewellyn

arch 17, 2020 — Palo
Alto, California
Dear Diary:
So far, so good. Tuesday morning, and it felt odd, after coffee,
not to hurry off to the office. Then
I remembered I don’t have a job.
Things are shaping up nicely.
I felt a little giddy knowing that
none of my neighbors will come
to the door today. Or ever. Midmorning I had a sudden shelterin-place epiphany: anti-social distancing and social distancing are
indistinguishable from each other.
I’m free to be myself. I spent the
afternoon writing letters to the
governor and other elected representatives, imploring them to
extend the shelter-in-place order
for several more weeks.
9:00 p.m. brings the first sign
of trouble — We’re out of snacks
already. Is it ethical to send my
teenage son to the market for
salty, crunchy comestibles, and
will the virus police consider that
an “essential” trip?
9:15 to 9:45 p.m. — browsed
available snack products online.
All in all, a good day.

“The Last Man on Earth” — of
Richard Matheson’s novel, “I am
Legend.” If only COVID-19 carriers recoiled from bright lights,
this would be a piece of cake.
Hump Day feels like every other day now, but with oatmeal.

Anne, my winsome consort, calls
it “a trip to the store.”
This morning she spoke the
words I had been dreading, the
words I knew were coming as
surely as infection follows exposure, unless you’re lucky. Palms
pressed firmly over my ears suppressed the sound, but I failed to
lower my lids in time. In one moment, the movement of her lips
was plain to read.
“We need milk,” she said.
Ever so gently, I shook my
head, kindness or fear welling
in my eyes, and mustered the
faint, closed-mouth smile of my
emotionally stunted Lutheran
heritage.
“All we need,” I said softly, “is
love. And a vaccine.”
“Get some eggs, too.”
If Dr. Fauci is to be believed
— and really, there is no one else
— a vaccine is 18 months away.
No way the rest of the milk will
last that long. I set about making preparations, directing our
youngest to fashion an N95 multipurpose, valved respirator, with
adjustable straps and — if at all
possible — a flexible nose bridge.
He returned with an oven mitt
and rubber band, and I felt bad for
having asked too much.
It’s not my lucky day. Or maybe
there’s a better way to look at it.
Like old Ellis Bell said in “No
Country for Old Men,” “You never know what worse luck your bad
luck has saved you from.”
Today I’ll sing my death song,
and make the journey on the
morrow.

DAY FIVE
Dear Diary:
“I saw the best minds of my
generation destroyed by the virus,
starving hysterical naked, Ubering themselves through the Silicon Valley streets at dawn looking
for a salty snack ...”
Outside, it was 63 degrees, a
typically pleasant, Midpeninsula
spring day. Birdsong and the fragrance of blossoms were thick
in the air. Someone without an
internet connection or a manageable data plan could be excused
for thinking this a paradise, rather than the target-rich hunting
grounds of an invisible killer.
Gavin has us all grounded,
but you wouldn’t know it from
the number of neighbors walking about. I studied their body
language from afar. Any of them
could be a vector — or worse, the
kind of person who hoards toilet
tissue at the first sign of trouble.
All the vaccines in the world
couldn’t mitigate that character
flaw.
Some Zuckerberg types, chins
on their chests, typed furiously on
their phones, probably coding new
apps for virtual hand sanitizer, or
ordering takeout from the oxygen
bar. More seasoned residents were
out, too, perambulating in homemade approximations of hazmat
suits. The eerie absence of roaring
leaf blowers left space for softer
sounds, like unseen sobbing, and
the tintinnabulation of dog collars,
rabies vaccination and city license
tags jangling ‘neath the jaws of
chihuahuas pulling gray-haired

David Woodbury and his
wife, Anne, moved to California in the early 1980s
from the Midwest and settled in Palo Alto in 1994,
where they raised three sons.
Woodbury spent most of his
career in academic and educational publishing (Stanford University Press and
Cengage Learning), but now
devotes his time to writing
and research and coordinating group tours of American
Civil War sites and historic
landscapes of the Wild West
(whtours.org).
Woodbury said the local shelter-in-place order
broughtbackmemoriesfrom
his college years, which inspired him to write this story.
“Even though my college
studies were a lifetime ago,
(it) did bring to mind a dimly
remembered reading assignment (from some class or another) — ‘The Diary of Samuel Pepys,’ who chronicled
his days during the Great
Plague of London in 1665,”
Woodbury said. “This being
my first pandemic, I wanted
to mark it, but irreverently,
since humor dilutes anxiety
and makes grim days more
tolerable.”

Judge’s Comments
“Love, and a Vaccine” is
the story you knew was coming. All you didn’t know was
the guise it would assume.
Grieving? Madcap? Imbued
with sadness and loss? Terrifying? No, to all four.
Instead, think witty, wry,
acerbic, self-deprecating, insightful, droll. Sheltering in
place never sounded so haimish or looked so original
than as filtered through this
narrator’s imagination.
—Tom Parker
pensioners toward under-staffed
clinics and essential coffee shops.
My milk run was uneventful,
though it was my first time in
Safeway outfitted like a dental hygienist prepping for oral surgery.
In a cruel blow, the snack and
paper product aisles lay in ruins
like Richmond after the war, but
I was able to pick up everything
else, including, perchance, a communicable disease. Only time will
(continued on page 37)
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‘Poetry from the Outskirts’
by Sofia Lucas

‘Y

half that formed a somewhat fractured whole.
Signor Moro pulled out a stack
of papers and slapped them on his
desk — it was time to get down to
business. Carlo braced himself for
the worst.
“Carlo ...” he started. “Carlo,
these are very good. Better than
good.”
Carlo raised his eyebrow at the
man. “’Scuse me?”
“Carlo, do you remember why
you first came here?”
“Yeah.” The question surprised
him, though of course he knew
the answer. “’Cuz my mom thinks
I have anger issues.” He remembered it well.
“Your mother was concerned
with your recent behaviour. Do
you remember why?”
Carlo shrugged. Everything
seemed to concern his mother.
“She thought you were upset
about your father.”
Carlo rolled his eyes. How
many times would he have to
tell this man that his father serving a decade-long sentence had
nothing to do with it? He didn’t
notice the absence of his father,
not anymore. He was only 8 when
the man suddenly disappeared
from his life. His dad did something wrong, and was facing the
consequences. That was the way
he saw it.
“Carlo, can you tell me what
this is about?”
He slid the stack over to Carlo:
his poems.
He knew them well. “Sure. This
one’s about my sister’s bike getting stolen, and how she cried because we couldn’t afford another
one.”
“And the next?”
Carlo flipped to the next poem.
“This is about visiting Papa in
Milano. I heard some really interesting stories from the other
inmates there.” He couldn’t help
himself — he started explaining each of the poems he wrote,
finally having someone to listen
to him. The topics ranged from
a fight in the hallways to seeing
a Sacra Corona Unita symbol on
the walk to school. “This is about
how the news is all wrong, this is
about how our city isn’t working,
and this is about how someone
needs to speak for us.”
Carlo had an interesting connection with his city, to say the
least. Like a bad relationship, no
matter how badly it treated him,
he couldn’t stop loving it. He
didn’t hate his city; he just hated
what went on there. Sometimes
he wished he could see what the
tourists saw, but those thoughts
always were chased away with
the voice deep down telling him
that it was right to see the truth
no matter how ugly it is. But then
again, among brokenness beauty
is always hidden.

Sofia Lucas
First place,
Young Adult category

Photo illustration by Amy Levine

ou wanted to see me,
Signor Moro?”
Carlo hadn’t thought
much of it when he’d turned in his
assignment to the school counselor. He’d thought the prompt was
stupid in the beginning, but as he
worked on it he found himself ...
not enjoying it, but glad that he
was doing it, he hated to admit.
And he grinned to himself picturing Signor Moro expecting a
full essay on Carlo’s “issues,” but
finding 20 pages of poems about
the reality of living in a neighborhood like Bari Vecchia — a
neighborhood on the outskirts of
society, ruled by crime and corruption. Although technically, he
did answer the question: “What
makes me angry?”
But when Signor Moro requested to see him earlier than their
usual bi-weekly meetings, Carlo
was worried. He knew it had to
be about the assignment, but he
couldn’t think of anything other
than Moro telling him he had to
redo it.
“Hi, Carlo. Why don’t you take
a seat.” He gestured to the chair in
front of his desk, then folded his
hands on his desk. “How’s Andrea
doing?” This was always how he
started their meetings; Andrea
had also seen Signor Moro, but
even though he didn’t go to school
anymore, Signore was always
concerned for Carlo’s best friend.
Out of all the stories Carlo’d
ever heard, Andrea Modugno’s
was the most tragic. But maybe
that was what attracted Carlo
to him in the first place. Maybe
he’d recognized that look in his
eye — someone who saw things,
like he did. And like him, Andrea was considered an oddball,
borderline creepy to those who
didn’t know him. He used to take
pictures with his camera — not
typical pictures, but of things that
seemed ordinary to everyone but
him, who knew they were unique:
old women folding orecchiette in
the blazing sun. An abandoned
building. A girl he liked when she
wasn’t looking. At least he used to
take these pictures until his camera was stolen. Then he started to
paint them.
With no mother since he was
only a few months old, Andrea
left school that year so he could
start paying the bills. Things were
starting to get expensive now that
his father’s illness was progressing, so instead of accompanying
Carlo all the way to the local liceo, he turned off a block earlier
to the shoemaker’s store, assisting
customers when there were any
and learning the craft when there
weren’t.
Despite most of their days spent
apart, Andrea and Carlo remained
tight, like brothers. Their families
were close too — the Modugnos
and Mobricis were each a broken

The truth was, he was pissed
off. There were so many injustices happening all around him
that he could do nothing about:
The gap between the rich and the
poor. His classmates who were
giving up on their futures before
they even started. The fact that his
father was locked away for dealing, yet people who killed roamed
the streets free because the justice system was something that
could be bought. Having to watch
his back whenever he stepped
foot outside. He hated how his
neighborhood had so many obvious problems, and yet, while the
whole country knew it, they were
being ignored.
Nothing was fair. And every
time he heard another story that
proved it, he felt little pieces of
himself slipping away and being replaced by something terrifying. It started out with a little
attitude toward his mother, and
a few slammed doors, but then
he’d started breaking things, and
most recently, punched a hole in
the wall.
He just wanted someone to notice that they were troubled, yes,
but could still be saved.
“Carlo, do you realize a
pattern?”
He thought. “It’s all true?”
“This is everything that you’re
angry about, and you got it out and
turned it into something beautiful.
I’ll bet it felt good, didn’t it?”
Carlo shrugged. “Guess so.”
“Carlo ...” Signor Moro reached
for the packet of papers. “You’re a
fantastic writer, Carlo. You have
such a way with words. You’re
a natural-born talent. You truly
have a gift.”
“Okay ...” This certainly wasn’t

what he was expecting. He’d come
in here ready for punishment, not
praise. The only reason he wrote
the poems because they were fast,
unlike an essay. They just flew
from his pencil, without much
thought. He hadn’t taken the assignment seriously at all ... or had
he?
“Carlo ...” The number of times
Moro was saying his name was
unnerving to Carlo. “I hope you
don’t mind — I sent these to a
friend of mine who’s a publisher.”
Carlo’s jaw dropped. “You
what?!!”
“Hold on. Just to read. But she
said she wanted to feature them in
the paper, if you were okay with
it.”
“I ... I ... I don’t know, Signore
Moro.”
“It’s your decision, and whatever you choose, I’m very proud
of you, and you should be too. But
keep in mind that she works for
La Repubblica. Hundreds of thousands of people would be reading
your work. You could be the one
who speaks for us, Carlo. People
all over the country.”
“Okay.”
“You’ll do it?”
“You said it yourself. I’m tired
of waiting for someone else to be
our voice.”
“Do you think you can write
more?”
“Sure.” Of course he could.
There was an endless string of
wrongdoings for people to hear
about — if not things he witnessed himself, then things he
heard from other people or on the
news. Or just the general state of
things.
“Alright. You can go home
now. And be sure to get started

Sofia Lucas is a Menlo
Park resident who will be
entering 10th grade at Woodside Priory School this fall.
During the quarantine, she’s
enjoyed starting an online
creative writing club at her
local library. When she’s not
reading or writing, you can
find her learning about foreign places, practicing a new
language, or doing something Eurovision-related.
Sofia’s inspiration for this
story came from many places. The setting of the Italian
port city of Bari came to her
after she stumbled across a
documentary series that focused on people who became
successful despite growing
up in rough neighborhoods,
including Bari. Another influence was Italian music,
especially the song “Figli
di Nessuno (Nobody’s Children),” by Fabrizio Moro.
“This song was one that stuck
with me for a long time. The
singer described it as being
about ‘social unease,’ which
I thought was an interesting
concept,” she said.
“And of course,” she added, “there’s the fact that my
mum’s family is Italian and
continues to stay connected
to those roots.”

Judge’s comments
An angry young man from
the slums finds his voice and
peace of mind through poetry, while simultaneously
lifting up his orphaned best
friend and exposing injustices in their beautiful, troubled
city on the Adriatic. This elegant story is exquisitely told
by a writer worth watching.
— Debbie Duncan
on those poems. Grazia wants a
selection of at least 50 to start out,
and hopes to publish one a week
for now.”
But Carlo was hardly listening
anymore. The only thing going
through his mind was: We have
a voice. A voice, a voice, a voice.

C

arlo remembered well the
day Andrea came to his
house in the night with
stolen Peronis. It was last year,
when he was still in school. A Friday. He wished he didn’t have to
— he never wanted to remember
(continued on page 38)
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‘An Evening at Sunset’
by Claire Xu

T

Claire Xu
First place,
Teen category

Illustration by Claire Xu

he sun cast streaks of vermillion and gold onto my
desk as it dipped behind
the apartment buildings. Sighing,
I looked out the window at the
faded structures, gray and worn
from being lived in for decades.
They were, in reality, quite hideous buildings; but at sunset, they
seemed to come alive again and
regain the colors they had lost all
those years ago.
I reached out and watched as
the light danced between my
fingers. I was like those apartment buildings, always pallid
and out of breath — it was as if
spending so much time behind
their ashen walls had made me a
part of them. Only when the sun
began its descent did I become
more than what people thought I
was: a sick child who rarely went
outside.
I grabbed my violin and went
to my balcony as the sound of an
accordion filled the air. Gazing
across the alley, I saw him standing on his balcony hunched over,
the instrument pressed tightly
against his chest. His typically
nimble fingers were lingering on
the keys, mindless drawing out
random notes as if he didn’t want
to move onto the next one. It was
strange to see him so dejected
while playing music, for he used
to always have a jovial grin on his
face while performing ... but this
time, it never came.
Neither did the flourish he always made with his cap before
he started a piece, nor the neighbors and their usual greetings of
“Ah, Frédéric, it’s you!” or “I was
waiting all afternoon to hear you
play!” That evening, the air was
eerily quiet as the last notes faded
into the distant murmurs of the
nearby streets. I could feel that
something was off, and my fingers twitched on the fingerboard
of my violin, itching to make a
sound. But as Frédéric lifted his
accordion and tilted his head to
the sky, I let out a sigh of relief. I
knew he was most likely gazing
at its myriad of colors, marveling at its beauty like I did when
I opened the window while Ma
wasn’t looking. He probably just
had a rough day, nothing more.
How wrong I was.
The sun had fallen behind the
apartments, leaving dark shadows
where the vibrant hues of red and
yellow once were. Then, as melancholy notes began to fill the air,
the smile on my face vanished,
too. This music was unlike anything I had ever heard him play,
and it frightened me as the sorrowful melody grew and swelled,
becoming louder and louder. It
swept across the alley and reached
for me longingly while I sat there
in a daze, trying to understand
what was going on.
Then, I realized there was no

one playing the tambourine beside him either.
That was one of the last few
times Frédéric played on the
balcony. I would still go out every evening before dusk, hoping
to hear the cheerful drawl of his
accordion, and sometimes I was
lucky. But a few years ago, either
because the neighbors asked him
to not play disheartening pieces
or because of his own reasons,
Frédéric stopped performing on
his balcony. Then I forgot about
sunsets all together.

I

was met with the curt shouts
of customers and the metallic clings of carts as I walked
into Safeway. The shelves were so
empty it seemed like they were
the ones for sale; yet, the store
was still full of people rushing
about, clamoring to grab the last
few available items. I watched as
they pushed and shoved, as voices
were raised and heavy bottles of
cleaning supplies were knocked
from the shelves. It was its own
cacophonous symphony, but distant sounds made me feel at ease.
As long as it wasn’t completely
silent it was tolerable.
I pulled out the list of groceries
Ma had stuck to our refrigerator.
搀㽈 (soy sauce), 搚 (vinegar), the
scribbled words read. 夬㽈 (oyster sauce), 圀 (green onion), 圫
(garlic).
A figure bumped past me as
I read it, knocking it out of my
hands. The flimsy paper fluttered
just out of reach as my fingers
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snatched for it, grabbing at the
air. But before I could catch it,
something flashed in front of me
and crushed my list. I looked up
to see a stranger about my age
towering over me, his pale face
eclipsed by the harsh fluorescent
lights overhead.
“Watch where you’re going,” he
growled, and as he saw my face he
added, “I don’t want you bringing
your stupid Chinese virus to the
United States. Let it stay where it
is.”
“It’s called the novel coronavirus,” I retorted between gritted
teeth. “Give me back my list!”
The corners of his lips curled
upward into a sneer as he took the
paper from under his shoe. “Oh,
Miss Know-It-All, this was a list?
Sorry, I couldn’t tell because of
the huge stain on it. Oh wait, that’s
because I stepped on it. What a
shame. “He held it to his face, his
eyes narrowing as he tried to read
it. From the back of the paper,
the curve of his patchy shoe print
almost looked like a deep scowl,
glaring down at me.
“Give it back!”
To my surprise, he dropped it.
“Ew, this probably has coronavirus, too. Fine, have it. But go
back to where you came from. No
one wants your virus, and no one
cares about your dumb list.”
With that, he turned the corner
and was gone.
I didn’t get to see him leave. In
the midst of my rage, the world
began flickering in and out of focus as my lungs suddenly refused

to take in air. It felt like they were
filling up with water, as if there
was something heavy sitting on
my chest. My arms flailed desperately in the darkness for something to lean on, and it found the
ledge of a shelf as I pressed my
hand against my mask and began
coughing violently into it.
Breathe. Just breathe.
Somehow above the raucous
I was making, I could still hear
murmuring and the shuffling of
feet.
They think I have it, don’t they?
I could tell people were trying
to get away from me. As I looked
up, mothers ushered their children away while younger shoppers frowned at me. A worker,
who was putting up new bottles of
hand sanitizer, hastened her pace
before scurrying away. The entire
aisle was deserted by the time my
breathing returned to normal, and
it was blurred from my tears as I
blinked over and over. My coughing was one thing, but the fact
that all of them assumed I had the
coronavirus, without even caring
to know I had been dealing cystic
fibrosis all my life.
Ma’s list faded in and out of focus. 搀㽈 ... 搚 ... 夬㽈 ... right, I
was here to buy groceries.
“Where is it?”
I turned around in surprise and
saw an old man at the end of the
aisle, standing abnormally close
to the shelves. He was squinting
at the products from beneath his
marron flat cap, trying to read
what they were. I watched him

Claire Xu is a freshman
at Gunn High School and
lives in Palo Alto. A lover
of music, she can often be
found with headphones on
and enjoys playing piano
and cello. Besides writing,
Claire devotes much time to
Gunn Business as an officer
and competitor. She also is a
member of the Green Team.
Claire said her inspiration for
this story came from numerous COVID-19-related stories that she found moving
and worth sharing: The incident of an Asian student in
London who was beaten up
during a racially aggravated
assault made her deeply upset; an image shared on the
Gunn Cares Facebook group
of an elderly woman shopping alone in a nearly empty
store filled her with sorrow.
The videos of people singing
and playing music together
on their balconies, however,
gave her hope.
“I brought all of these elements together, not only to
shine a light on certain issues, but to commemorate
acts of compassion. I wanted
to honor the people who were
still finding ways to be happy
and help others, even through
hardships.”

Judges’ comments
This is a wonderful story.
It has currency, figurative
language, interesting characters, empathy and good surprises — A vivid memory
shifts to an immediate social
conflict, to a hopeful ending.
— Nancy Etchemendy,
Marjorie Sayer,
Caryn Huberman Yacowitz
fumble to find something —
most likely his glasses — as he
patted down his pockets, but that
only led to him dropping the two
boxes of cereal he was holding.
They ended up sliding across the
tiled floor before stopping near
my feet.
“Where is it?” he repeated
under his breath as he shuffled
toward them. “I wish Elise was
here. She would know where
things were ...”
He stopped and stared at the
boxes on the floor, his breath
coming out in short gasps. For
(continued on page 37)
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Vaccine
(continued from page 34)

tell. In the nascent Pandemic Era,
one can discern distinct classes of
shoppers emerging. A surprising
number did not get the social-distancing memo (the clueless), or assumed they were exempt (budding
Darwin Award nominees).
Back in the lot I sought the refuge of my Ford Fiesta, a model
name that always felt like a
stretch, but today, in this plaguebesieged warscape, just sounds
ridiculous. All around, serious
looking Rams and Titans and
Outbacks stood ready to transport inhuman amounts of Charmin to enclaves in the Santa Cruz
Mountains.

DAY SIX
Dear Diary:
Sunday, Wednesday, Tuesday
— one is as another now. Some
hold Sunday above all other days
of the week, even when there’s no
football on television. Now every
day is Sunday, and a “week” holds
no significance, whether our own
seven-day Babylonian version, or
the eight-day Beatles variety, or
even the 10-day contrivance of
the Egyptians. Today is one more
precious day in the shelter, and I
thank the Egyptian gods for that.
I mark the passage of sheltered
time not like the Birdman of Alcatraz, to serve out a sentence, but as
a celebration, an acknowledgment

Sunset
(continued from page 36)

a second I saw myself in him
— someone who could never do
much before they were out of
breath, someone who struggled to
navigate a store to complete the
mundane task of buying groceries
— was he just as misunderstood
as I was? Did he feel the same
overwhelming sense of fear I did?
I reached down and picked
them up. “Sir, what were you
looking for?”
There was no fear or hatred in
his eyes when he turned around
and saw me. Instead, he just
grinned and tipped his hat with a
sweep of his hand. It was a familiar gesture; yet, I couldn’t pinpoint
where exactly I had seen it.
“Why, thank you! I was actually looking for toilet paper.” He
glanced at the shelves with a defeated look on his face. “Seems
like they ran out of those for the
third time this week. What is the
deal with people and toilet paper
anyway? It’s not like you can eat
it.”
I laughed. Although I was
slightly taken aback by his cheerful mood, at the same time, I was
relieved that someone didn’t want
to run away when they saw me.
The fact that he didn’t immediately leave even though I just had
a coughing fit in the middle of
the aisle made me feel a little less
lonely and a little less afraid. And
I wanted to help him in any way
possible.

of each new gift, each new rotation of the globe on its axis, which
none of us can count upon, and
none of us is owed.
Went for a walk this morning,
practicing extreme avoidance,
something I have been perfecting for many years, and which I
now employ as second nature. But
even the most skillful introvert
has a blind spot. Hardly a block
from home, my 6-foot Virus Buffer Zone was flagrantly violated
by a displaced treadmill enthusiast, obviously unaccustomed to
the progressively forward movement attendant to street running.
Is it the too tight activewear that
clouds one’s judgement? Do the
noxious playlists (I’m guessing)
piped through counterfeit AirPods
skew one’s depth perception?
After lunch, I caught up on the
latest. It’s still too soon to know
whether our efforts to flatten the
curve in the outside world are
paying dividends. In the inside
world, curves are becoming more
pronounced. I watched the White
House daily press briefing with
the sound off, for my protection.
Dr. Fauci was at the podium, demonstrating proper hand washing
technique. The president, resplendent in a knee-length necktie, was
holding up a brightly colored bar
graph comparing 2016 electoral
college results to 2020 coronavirus hotspots.
I turned off the TV and scrolled
through Twitter. Someone with
discipline and focus — possibly
“I have a few extra packs at
home,” I said. “Would it be okay
if I deliver some to you?”
“Would that be possible?”
“Of course.”
He smiled. “Thank you again.
By the way, were you okay over
there? I saw that boy call you slurs
and saw people running away
when you coughed. Are you doing alright?”
“Yeah, I’m okay.” I still couldn’t
shake the feeling I’d seen him before. “It’s just that ...”
Suddenly, something clicked.
“Wait, you’re Frédéric, the musician who plays the accordion
almost every evening on your
balcony!”
“Played.”
“Pardon?”
His eyes were far away. “Played.
I used to. But don’t worry about
it,” he added hastily when he
saw my apologetic expression.
“I’m surprised you still remember. You’ve heard me perform
before?”
“Many, many times,” I replied,
remembering all the evenings I
had spent on my balcony. “I was
stuck indoors a lot as a kid because I have cystic fibrosis, but
I found solace in going onto the
balcony and hearing your music. I
would often dance inside my room
as you performed. Sometimes I
even played the violin with you. I
only recognized you because you
always started your pieces with
that flourish with your hat!”
He smiled. “I thought I always
heard someone playing alongside
me. We would’ve been a good trio.

institutionalized?had posted a
73-tweet thread on the etymology
of “Triscuit.” I found the analysis unconvincing, but appetizing.
My thoughts turned to mortality,
a common theme of plagues and
scourges throughout time. What
can you realistically hope for, but
food and shelter, and a reasonably loyal dog. And love. These
are the only real things. All the
rest is a lie, or illusion. Robert
Stroud wasn’t even allowed to
have birds at Alcatraz. That was
at Leavenworth.
I never pictured myself dying
in a pandemic. Who does? Like
most people in this town, I just assumed I would meet my demise
in a crosswalk, pinned under the
wheels of a self-driving Tesla. I
may yet live to realize that destiny, coronavirus be damned.

DAY SEVEN
Dear Diary:
When it comes to riding out
disasters, assuming you’re not
hospitalized, you can’t beat COVID-19 for creature comforts. I
tried to impress upon my sons that
it wasn’t always this way with cataclysms. Loma Prieta wrecked the
World Series in ‘89, I told them.
We went days without electricity,
forced to resort to conversation,
and manual can openers. Unprepared citizens, those hapless souls
without working flashlights, or
cocaine, went to bed as soon as
the sun went down, just like paperboys of yore, and Seventh-day
You, me and ...” He drifted off.
“Elise?” I said gently.
“Elise.” His voice broke. “Oh,
my sweet Elise. She wasn’t musically inclined in the slightest but
she would always tap the tambourine with me. Back then I had
a beat, a rhyme to life. Now I’m
just lost without her.” He gazed
off into the distance. “I can’t even
get around this darn store fast
enough.”
“I’m really sorry to hear that.”
“It’s alright, I”m getting used
to it. But I’d love to hear you play
your violin again at some point,
especially, that one song ...” He
hummed a few notes as he tried
to remember which one it was.
“Oh, ‘Czardas’ by Vittorio
Monti? That’s my favorite piece!”
“It reminds me of when I used
to live in Italy,” he said with a
reminiscent look on his face. “I
heard that people living there
have been playing music on their
balconies and singing together to
keep their spirits up. Maybe, we
should try that here, too.”

I

hesitated as I stepped onto
my balcony and began setting up my stand. It was already reckless of me to go into a
crowded grocery store in the afternoon, and my parents certainly
wouldn’t allow me to stay outside
for much longer. But an hour
more wouldn’t hurt, would it?
The alley was dark. I couldn’t see
much except for the few bikes leaning against its gray walls and the
dusty street underneath, but I was
determined to bring the livelihood

Adventists. “What’s a paperboy?”
the boys asked. “A male child,” I
said, “made of Papier-mâché.”
How will youngsters today recount the viral invasion of 2020
to succeeding generations? Will
they wax nostalgic about endlessly streaming video, and the
Spring Break That Never Ended?
Or will their memories be laced
with terror, the all-consuming
fear of invisible pathogens catapulted in droplets from the noses
and mouths of friends and strangers, or spread upon our very doorsteps, where contaminated Amazon packages were stolen in the
night. Will they speak in hushed
tones about Black Easter, when
entire denominations of impaired
parishioners contracted the disease en masse? These are the life
events that will be adapted for the
Netflix Original.
Historians will have different
tales to tell. Go to the books, my
children. The remaindered tomes
of unpaid chroniclers, preserved
in yard sales and Friends of the
Library fundraisers, will cut to the
heart of the Pandemic Era and the
cult of nearly supernatural incompetence that brought an empire to
its knees. Chapter One may document the wholesale transfer of the
nation’s last remaining wealth and
resources into the coffers of Carnival Cruise Lines, and favored
industries. Check the appendices
for expansive lists of bailouts, to
include Florida’s illustrious Seato-Lake golf resort, the Winter

(of our Discontent) White House.
Underfunded documentaries will
be produced, but will not air on
the History Channel, unless perhaps very late on a Tuesday night,
after a rerun of Children of the Ice
Road Truckers.
Oh, dear diary, I digress. I intended to note that I rose early
today and took the dog out to do
her business, even as the business
of the world around us is grinding
to a halt. She sniffed around for
just the right place to wet the soil,
while I cataloged potential symptoms in my head and upper respiratory system. Lungs functioning
normally. The dog is functioning
normally, too. Today, I resolved to
think only of gratitude, until further notice.
For today was special, the day a
shelter became a sanctuary. It was
a pandemic holy day. I retrieved
the box from the closet, and called
the family together for the great
unveiling. My children and my radiant helpmate took turns guessing about the precious cargo. Perhaps it is some desperately needed
bathroom tissue. Is it really so
scarce? Maybe a case of Purell,
once ubiquitous in our world, but
now as elusive as the fabled Chupacabras. No, thank goodness. It
was better than that, better than
anything and shipped direct from
the manufacturer, enough SkinnyPop to last a month. I washed my
hands for 20 seconds, and used
the back of my wrist to wipe a tear
from my eye. Q

back into this empty place. I looked
across at Frédéric’s balcony, the
spot where he once used to do just
that. He wasn’t there as I had expected. Although I had seen him
earlier when I went over to deliver
a few packages of toilet paper, he
didn’t mention if he was going to
pick up the accordion again.
But it was alright if I was going to do this alone. My only hope
was that I would be able to bring
joy to others like he did for me all
those years ago.
I took a deep breath and began
to play, and the world disappeared
from view as I closed my eyes and
lost myself within the melody of
“Czardas.” Everything that had
happened today flooded back to
me as the notes leapt off the vibrating strings, echoing through
the air. The grocery store. The
boy. My coughing. Frédéric. The
thoughts overwhelmed me at first,
but I let them go with each stroke
of my bow, allowing them to float
off into the alley. My mind became at ease as I simply let myself
forget for a while.
Wasn’t that why I enjoyed music so much anyway? Because it
could help me escape, even if it
was just for a fleeting moment?
Suddenly, I felt something
warm against my skin. I opened
my eyes as the sun peeked out
from behind a cloud, its radiance
flooding the alley. Streaks of magenta and orange bloomed on the
gray walls as it sank towards the
horizon, imbuing the apartments
in a dazzling array of colors. I had
forgotten how beautiful the sky

became at sunset, and my fingers
froze on the fingerboard as I stood
there, transfixed.
“Well, why’d you stop?” a voice
called.
“Frédéric!”
The old man grinned as he lifted his accordion. “It’s been too
long, my friend. Let’s make tonight worthwhile.” He patted the
instrument affectionately before
turning to me. “Are you ready?”
“Ready as always.”
“Then, let us begin!”
The rest was a blur. I could recall the rich, organ-like tone of
his accordion accompanying my
violin as the music soared through
the air; I could remember the
neighbors opening their windows,
their excited voices beckoning
others to join us; I could recollect watching the sun as it painted
stunning hues of color into the
apartments; but, perhaps the best
moment was when a group of
children ran through the street
carrying tambourines. Their feet
skipped and danced as they frolicked between the ashen walls,
their hands tapping to the rhythm
of our music. Frédéric smiled as
he watched them, and he stopped
playing to pull a handkerchief
from his shirt pocket.
“Are you okay?” I called.
“Don’t worry about it,” he replied as he dabbed his eyes. “I was
just thinking of her ...”
I’m sure Elise would’ve liked
this, I thought to myself as I
watched the children pass by and
disappear into the evening sunset
sky. Q
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Answers to this week’s puzzles, which can be found on page 54.
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Andrea how he was that night.
The wild, frantic look in his eyes
... the burning feeling desperate
to escape.
Carlo’s first instinct was to
scold Andrea for being so stupid,
which made Andrea frown. “Why
do you always have to be like
this? Why can’t you just act your
age for once? Let me have my
fun — I need to forget for once.”
He popped the lid off and took a
swig. “I never get to forget.” And
another. This was not like Andrea.
Not like him at all.
Instead of vomiting up cheap
cafeteria food, Andrea vomited up
words that night. He said things
he’d never admitted before: That
he wished his father would die so
it would just be over. That the new
girl at school was hot. That he no
longer believed in God. Eventually he collapsed into mumbled ti
voglio benes, repeating it dozens
of times before his eyes fluttered
closed and he fell back on Carlo’s
bed, snoring loudly.
“Ti voglio bene. Gli voglio
bene. Ti voglio bene.” I love you,
I love him, I love you.
“I love you too, amico mio,”
Carlo whispered before tossing a
blanket over him and going down
to sleep on the sofa.
Carlo thought of it because that
was how Andrea looked now. He
had the same desperate look in
his eyes, only this time his hands
were empty.
He’d jumped upon discovering Andrea crisscross on his bed
when he came back from school.
He was about to ask what he was
doing off of work so early until he
noticed the look on his face.
“My father’s going to die,” was
the first thing he said. “It’s incurable now. He’s going to die.”
Carlo was surprised that there
were no tears. While he was the
one who always held it together
and put on a stone face, Andrea
was the emotional one, never
afraid to cry on the shoulder of
one of the Mobrici family. And
Andrea had always been so hopeful, always trying to replace “ifs”
with “whens.” But now ... Carlo
didn’t know what to do, if there
even was anything he could do for
his friend.
“Tell me something, Carlo.”
Carlo was surprised at the request. “I don’t want to think about
this anymore. Tell me something
beautiful. How’s school? Does
Annalisa still go there? Is she still
as pretty?”
Carlo thought of what he could
tell his friend. Then he remembered his conversation with the
counselor.
“Actually ... I think I’m starting a project. One that might be
able to tell the whole country that
we’re here. And I think you can
help me.”

O

ne year, 52 poems in the
newspaper, and a book
combining them all later,
Carlo sat at his desk with his pencil hovering over his paper. This

was always how he started out —
typing felt too artificial. Plus, he
didn’t want to wake Andrea with
the clacking noise the keys made.
The book was called “Poesia
dalla Periferia,” and came out last
week. Thousands of copies had
been sold already, and not just in
Italy. He could now afford a future for himself and his family,
and had made something of himself, like he’d always wanted.
A copy lay on his desk. He
picked it up.
Inside Andrea’s watercolors
were scattered. Every few poems had a painting where Carlo
thought his words weren’t sufficient. Even though Andrea always
told him they were, he painted
Bari anyway, both with beauty
and darkness. Both realities. He
wanted him to have some money,
for when... Well, for when this
happened.
Andrea’s father had died a few
days ago. Now the boy was asleep
on Carlo’s bed. He didn’t want to
be in that house all alone. Carlo’s
mother was more than willing to
offer her son’s best friend a warm
bed and hot meals until the distant uncle he had never met came
to Bari to sell the house, sort
the finances and snatch Andrea
away.
The familiar itch in his hand
wasn’t there yet, so Carlo laid
down his pencil, kneeled by Andrea, and wiped away the tears
in the corner of his eyes with his
thumb. He knew it wouldn’t make
a difference — as soon as Andrea
woke up he would remember and
the tears would fall again — but
for now they could be dry, even if
it was only Carlo who’d know it.
He headed back to his desk and
touched the tip of his lead to the
paper, but his hand stayed still.
Nothing.
He searched his brain for what
had given him ideas before, when
it hit him: anger.
Carlo’s mother had recently
been remarking how he seemed

much calmer nowadays, and he
hadn’t gotten into trouble for outbursts recently.
His anger was gone. He had
taken all that bundled-up rage
that was trapped inside his soul
and transformed it into something useful. Each word he wrote
released a tiny piece. And now
it was gone, and he had no more
words.
He was sure it would only be a
matter of time before another car
bomb went off and killed children like him or another attempt
for justice would be thwarted,
whether it was miles away or in
his own backyard.
But for now he would enjoy the
quiet in his mind. He would take
his sister out for a gelato, then
walk his elderly neighbor’s dog.
Maybe he would witness something even in the short walk to the
gelateria, but until then, he would
be without the burden of caring
so much. He savored the brief
state of inner peace that — he realized — his poetry had brought
him, after years of torment in his
mind.
He wanted to cry. He felt tears
well up behind his eyes, tears of
relief this time, not sadness or
anger. But he was so damn sick
of crying, so sick of it. No more
tears, none. So he did what he did
with his poetry: turned something negative into something
positive.
He went outside, kicking a
stray stone as he walked down
the street. No danger of cars —
few ever came this way. He shivered as a cool gust of salty sea air
blew through. When he arrived at
the docks, he realized how truly
magnificent the shimmering, turquoise Adriatic was for the first
time in his life. He turned around
and looked upon his entire city,
hundreds of white plaster houses
with orange tile roofs, each one
unique because of its imperfections. Bari was beautiful.
And he laughed. Q

Honorable mentions
Teen
Taylor Tam, “The Battle Between Unpredictable and Unseen”
Cayden Gu, “To Save a Pigeon”
Matt Herrema, “Early Birds”
Mei Knutson, “The Mistress of the House”
Sydney Ling, “The Café of Stars”
Kristy Reuff, “The Illusion of Sonhe”

Young Adult
Juliette Kilgore, “Someone Else”
Lucas Huang, “Daughter of the Last Witch”
Sydney Lee, “By Your Side”
Ally Mediratta, “Folded Eight Times Over”
Abigail Milne, “The Calling”
Helen Tian, “Doll in a Box”
Jessica Wang “Her Dream Man”
Sarah Yung, “The Art of Making Dumplings”

Adult
Paige Walker, “Vignettes”
Bill Burns, “The Final Magic of My Uncle Sid”
Winifred Campbell, “Half a Tank of Gas”
Simone Clements Leedeman, “Sunlight”
Tjasa Kmetec, “To Be King”
Liliana Williams, “Wonder Girl”
Kimberly Young, “Mother’s Favorite”

Eating Out
To reopen — or not to reopen?
Indoor dining has returned to San Mateo County, but restaurant owners are split on moving ahead

W

ithin hours of the June
17 announcement that
indoor dining could resume in San Mateo County, Bistro
Vida was serving diners inside the
Menlo Park French restaurant for
the first time in three months.
Owner Ali Elsafy said about
20 people dined inside that night,
some of whom explicitly asked to
eat indoors. He said it was awkward at first, as waiters and customers navigated social distancing
requirements, but he was eager to
reopen the Parisian bistro-style
dining room. For him, takeout and
eating outside just aren’t the same
experiences.
“The whole ambiance of the restaurant is inside,” Elsafy said. “Our
bread and butter is the inside.”
The San Mateo County June 17
health order gave the green light
for many businesses to reopen under certain restrictions, including

by Elena Kadvany
dine-in restaurants, hair salons
and gyms. The announcement
came less than two weeks after the
county allowed outdoor dining to
resume.
“We are moving away from
opening businesses according to
certain categories and instead focusing on behaviors and practices,”
San Mateo County Health Officer
Scott Morrow said in a press release. “As we ease restrictions,
the power to control the spread of
the virus lies with individuals and
communities. Collective behavior will determine our destiny. If
enough people, businesses, or organizations in the community do
not follow the protective recommendations, the virus may spread
with abandon.”
The ease in dining restrictions
was met with a mix of excitement
and apprehension by San Mateo
County restaurant owners. Some

were eager to reopen after months
of temporary closures, including
the Dutch Goose in Menlo Park,
which announced excitedly on social media that it was “throwing
open our doors” for indoor dining
on June 18.
Manuel Martinez, chef-owner of
La Viga and LV Mar in Redwood
City, said he plans to
gradually reopen both restaurants’ dining rooms, starting first
with tables by windows.
“This is what we’ve been waiting
for (for a) long time!” he wrote in
an email.
Other owners, however, said
they are in no rush to start serving
customers indoors. Many are still
getting their arms around outdoor
dining protocols.
“Absolutely not,” said Jesse Cool,
owner of the Flea St. Cafe in Menlo
Park, when asked if she’s ready to
open the longtime restaurant’s

dining room. “We don’t quite trust
that this is over.”
Flea St. is taking a hyper-conservative approach to outdoor dining.
There are no plates, silverware,
paper menus or traditional wait
service. Instead, when diners sit
down outside they get a bag with
placemats, napkins, glass mason
jars for water and compostable
plates. Servers bring out the food
(which has already been paid for
online) and put it on stands next
to tables. Customers then put it on
their tables themselves. The water
jars are sanitized outside before being brought into the kitchen to be
washed.
When customers go inside to
use the restroom, they must wear
a mask and a staff member also
checks their temperature. Cool said
her primary concern is keeping her
staff safe and healthy.
Flea St., which before the

pandemic had never offered takeout in its 40-year history, now relies
on a thriving to-go business. Cool
urged diners to continue to order
takeout from restaurants even as
dining restrictions loosen. With
four socially distanced tables outside, Flea St. can only offer one
seating in a single night.
“I would say to everybody: Enjoy
dining out if you’re comfortable,
but all the restaurants need the togo business to ensure survival,”
Cool said. “It is what’s keeping us
alive. It’s not the table service.”
Greg Kuzia-Carmel, chef-partner at Camper in Menlo Park, also
said they’re taking their time to
figure out indoor dining, including
rehiring and training staff. They
only recently opened Camper’s
outdoor patio on Santa Cruz Avenue. They’re logging employees’
(continued on page 40)

Magali Gauthier

Courtesy Jesse Cool

Left: Bicyclists ride past Camper in downtown Menlo Park. Right: Customers eat outside at Flea St. Cafe on a recent evening, using compostable plates. A tray maintains some
separation between the waiter and diners. Top: Diners enjoy lunch at Bistro Vida’s outdoor dining area in downtown Menlo Park. Photo by Magali Gauthier.
www.PaloAltoOnline.com • Palo Alto Weekly • June 26, 2020 • Page 39

Eating Out

Celebrate Pride
with Avenidas!

Indoor Dining
(continued from page 39)

temperatures, installing physical
barriers and deep cleaning the restaurant every night.
“We are going to take it slow,”
Kuzia-Carmel said of indoor dining. “We subscribe to the notion of
‘Just because you can do something
doesn’t mean you should.’”
Bacchus Management Group is
“slowly and carefully opening” its
San Mateo County restaurants for
indoor dining: The Village Pub and
The Village Bakery in Woodside
on June 26 and Selby’s in Redwood
City on July 7. They will have QR
code menus as well as disposable
menus or ones that are laminated
and sanitized between every use.
Employees will wear masks at
all times, among other health
precautions.
“We’re not racing to reopen,
as we are taking all the necessary steps to ensure the safety of
our staff and guests,” said Karey
Walker, Bacchus’ director of public
relations. “Diners can expect to see
our restaurants reimagined.”
Wursthall’s popular beer-garden
style dining room in downtown
San Mateo, which pre-pandemic
was usually full of people sitting
at communal tables, also won’t be
reopening any time soon.
“We don’t see it being a major
revenue stream for now and we
don’t want to offer it until we are
sure we can do it safely,” chef-partner Kenji Lopez-Alt wrote in an
email. “We are instead focusing on
other efforts such as outdoor dining, retail and takeout.”
To reopen for outdoor dining,
Wursthall set up large tables and
benches outside in the style of an
open-air beer garden, Lopez-Alt
said.
At Bistro Vida, Elsafy has instructed his masked wait staff to
spend as little time as possible

LGBTQ Empowerment
and Connections Group
Social Clubs
Lesbian Social Group
Friendly Men
Social Walking Group
Virtual Town Hall
Presentations
Friendly Visitor/
Pen Pal Program
PRIDE 2020 Celebration

For dates and details,
please call (650) 289-5417 or
visit www.avenidas.org
450 Bryant Street, Palo Alto
With support from the County of Santa Clara,
"vwViv /+Ƃvv>ÀÃ

Kozy Brothers

Your Everyday
Farmers Market
Farm Fresh and
Always the Best

DE MARTINI
ORCHARD

66 N. San Antonio Rd., Los Altos • 650-948-0881 • DeMartiniOrchard.com
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Virtual event to be held on race
and the food business
A panel discussion, “Black Food Matters: Race and Local Food
Entrepreneurs”, with some of the food entrepreneurs featured as
last week’s cover story will be held on July 1, 6-7 p.m., on Zoom.
Elena Kadvany, author of the Peninsula Foodist newsletter, will
moderate the conversation about the Black Lives Matter movement
and the experience of Black food business owners in Silicon Valley.
Joining her will be Claire Mack, owner of Claire’s Crunch Cake in
San Mateo and first African American mayor of San Mateo; Lisa
Spencer, owner of Savor Seasoning Blends in East Palo Alto, and
Max Fennell, owner of Fenn Coffee in Menlo Park.
To reserve a spot at the virtual event, go to bit.ly/30YZxp7
interacting with diners at the indoor tables, which are spaced 6 feet
apart. There are no more hugs or
handshakes when regulars come in.
“There’s no more chatting,” he
said. “It’s kind of short and dry.”
Elsafy is doing his best to retain
Bistro Vida’s ambiance and hospitality while adhering to ever-shifting public health requirements.
He’s seen local restaurants install
plain plexiglass sneeze guards between tables, which to him feels
like “you’re having dinner at Wells
Fargo bank.”
He’s instead talking to a company in New York about creating
custom Plexiglas dividers etched
with images of the Eiffel Tower
and Sacré-Cœur and attached to
wooden stands stained to match
the restaurant’s decor.
“I’m glad that we got to open,”
Elsafy said. “It’s been a tough time
for everybody. Hats off for everybody in this business for trying to
hold on. It’s our livelihood.”
San Mateo County’s new health
order does not include specific
guidance for restaurants. All businesses, including restaurants, must
limit the number of people who
come inside to ensure they can

properly social distance. People
who go inside businesses must
wear masks unless “as necessarily
required by the businesses operation (e.g., while eating),” the health
order reads. Employees must wear
face coverings, including when
they’re working in any space where
food is prepared or packaged for
sale or distribution.
Businesses must provide hand
sanitizer, regularly disinfect surfaces and offer contactless payment
systems — and if not feasible, disinfect pens and styluses after each
use.
“For our restaurants and other
small businesses crippled by
the economic impacts of this
pandemic, this is the best news
imaginable,” San Mateo County
Supervisor David Canepa said of
the new health order. “It will be
a balancing act between preserving public health and kickstarting
our local economy. There are risks
with every step we take and it will
take all of us to take personal responsibility to stop the spread of
the virus.” Q
Staff Writer Elena Kadvany
can be emailed at ekadvany@
paweekly.com.

LB

ORGANIC LOCAL
BABY FRENCH

Local food business owners participating in the virtual panel
discussion are (from left to right): Lisa Spencer, Max Fennell
and Claire Mack.

995 Fictitious Name
Statement
PALO ALTO WEEKLY
PALOALTOONLINE.COM
MOUNTAIN VIEW VOICE
MV-VOICE.COM
FOGSTER.COM
EMBARCADERO MEDIA
TRI-VALLEY MEDIA
THE ALMANAC
ALMANACNEWS.COM
PLEASANTON WEEKLY
PLEASANTONWEEKLY.COM
THE SIX FIFTY
THESIXFIFTY.COM
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
File No.: 666014
The following person (persons) is (are) doing
business as:
1.) Palo Alto Weekly, 2.) Paloaltoonline.com,

3.) Mountain View Voice, 4.) MV-voice.com,
5.) Fogster.com, 6.) Embarcadero Media,
7.) Tri-Valley Media, 8.) The Almanac, 9.)
Almanacnews.com, 10.) Pleasanton Weekly,
11.) Pleasantonweekly.com, 12.) The Six
Fifty, 13.) Thesixfifty.com, located at 450
Cambridge Ave., Palo Alto, CA 94306, Santa
Clara County.
This business is owned by: A Corporation.
The name and residence address of the
owner(s)/registrant(s) is(are):
EMBARCADERO MEDIA
450 Cambridge Ave.
Palo Alto, CA 94306
Registrant/Owner began transacting
business under the fictitious business
name(s) listed above on 2/15/2009.
This statement was filed with the County
Clerk-Recorder of Santa Clara County on
June 12, 2020.
(PAW June 19, 26; July 3, 10, 2020)

Call 650-223-6578 or email asantillan@paweekly.com for legal advertising.

Small businesses,
we’re giving away advertising
to help you reopen.
Small, independent businesses are the heart and soul of our
communities. To help meet the challenges we all face to
getting back on our feet, we’ve committed to giving away
up to $200,000 in print and online advertising over the next
three months.
Our matching grants of up to $2,500 per month enable you
to double your advertising at no cost.
Working together, we can start bringing customers and
employees back to work.

To learn more and apply, go to
EmbarcaderoMediaGroup.com/smallbusinessgrant

A community effort
during our shelter in place.
TEMPORARILY EXPANDING OUTDOOR DINING AND RETAIL OPTIONS
During the current public health emergency, Summer Streets supports expanded
ŽƵƚĚŽŽƌĚŝŶŝŶŐĂŶĚƌĞƚĂŝůŽƉƟŽŶƐǁŚŝůĞĂƚĂƐĂĨĞƐŽĐŝĂůĚŝƐƚĂŶĐĞĨƌŽŵŽƚŚĞƌƐ͘

For more go to www.cityofpaloalto.org/summerstreets
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Just Listed
in Menlo Park

780 Magnolia Street,
Menlo Park
4 Bed | 2 Bath | ~2,300 Sq Ft
Listed for $3,850,000
Virtual Tour at 780Magnolia.com
_BppWKÛzBoaBbMWbyWsWbU9Ops
Menlo Park one-level ranch home
with soaring kitchen / great
oddaÛJOBtsWTt_VBoMzddMddop
sVodtUVdtsà-tWOsÛloWyBsOJBK^|BoMÛ
close to schools.

722 Roble Avenue,
Menlo Park
2 Bed | 2.5 Bath | ~ 1,200 Sq Ft
Listed for $1,450,000
Virtual Tour at 722Roble.com
dyO_|JOMÛàJBsVsdzbVdaO
WbBntWOsÛsoBbntW__dKBsWdb
K_dpOsdMdzbsdzb Ob_d+Bo^Û
B_soBWbÛBbM/sBbTdoM3bWyOopWs|à
The updated kitchen and open
concept living / dining room open
sdBptbb|ÛloWyBsOlBsWdà
Monica Corman
650.465.5971
DRE 01111473
Mandy Montoya
650.823.8212
DRE 01911643
monicaandmandy.com

WSJ
Nationally Ranked
REAL TRENDS
Bay Area Top 100 Agents

Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Number 01527235. All material presented herein is intended
TdoWbTdoaBsWdbB_ltoldpOpdb_|BbMWpKdalW_OMTodapdtoKOpMOOaOMoO_WBJ_OJtsVBpbdsJOObyOoWOMà VBbUOpWbloWKOÛKdbMWsWdbÛpB_OdozWsVMoBzB_aB|JOaBMOzWsVdtsbdsWKOà
No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footage are approximate.
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Turn-key Spanish Colonial Estate
5 blocks to downtown Palo Alto

$15,500,000
$14,250,000
$13,500,000
$12,500,000
$11,800,000
$10,500,000

$9,995,000

Don Yarkin

 <UP]LYZP[`(]LU\LJVT

@HYRPU9LHS[`/VTLY(]LU\L7HSV(S[V*( 3PJLUZL 

^^^`HYRPUYLHS[`JVTKVU'`HYRPUYLHS[`JVT
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263 Santa Margarita Ave, Menlo Park
Virtual and In Person Showings by Appointment Only

For virtual tour, visit:

263SantaMargarita.com

4 bedrooms
3 baths
VdaOĺÛ
_dsĺÛ
Asking $3,500,000

Classic Charm and Modern Amenities
This is your Menlo Park Opportunity! with quintessential living,
in the Menlo Oaks neighborhood. Welcome to this STUNNING,
IMMACULATE, UPDATED, home that has been designed with an eye
towards blending the interior with the surroundings. The home offers
4 bedrooms, 3 baths, with 2 ensuite bedrooms, large living room,
tlMBsOM^WsKVObzWsV_BoUOWp_BbMÛWbpWMO_BtbMo|ÛoOl_BKOpBbM
BdbOKBoUBoBUOà2VOObptWsOJOModdadbsVOaBWbddoÛtpOMJ|
the seller as a TV room. Bright and airy spaces with large picture
windows overlooking the wrap around yard makes it ideal for indoor/
outdoor living. A MUST SEE!

Arti Miglani
DRE #01150085
650.804.6942
www.ArtiMiglani.com
Arti@ArtiMiglani.com
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Compass is the brand name used for services provided by one or more of the Compass group of subsidiary companies.
Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License
Number 01079009. All material presented herein is intended for informational purposes only and is compiled from sources
MOOaOMoO_WBJ_OJtsVBpbdsJOObyOoWOMà VBbUOpWbloWKOÛKdbMWsWdbÛpB_OdozWsVMoBzB_aB|JOaBMOzWsVdtsbdsWKOà!d
statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footage are approximate.
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Food reporting you won't
ﬁnd anywhere else.

VERY
REAL
LOCAL
NEWS

Support local
journalism with
a print or online
subscription
starting at only
$5 /month

Sign up for the only
food newsletter
on the Peninsula at
PaloAltoOnline.com/
express

Visit:
PaloAltoOnline.com/join

BY E L E N A K A DVA N Y

#PressOn
Across
1 Account execs
5 Common writing
10 Melting period
14 Tabriz’s country
15 Patty and Selma’s brother-in-law
16 Saintly symbol
17 Credit for a newspaper story on a Magritte
work?
19 Musk who named one of his kids X AE
A-XII
20 Topics during a job interview
21 Robotic “Doctor Who” nemesis
22 Rush singer Geddy
23 City’s outer fringe
25 CXV x X
28 Nervous
31 Confirm, as a password
34 Cumulonimbus, for one
36 Carrie Fisher 6-Down
38 Device with earbuds
39 Rolling Stone co-founder Wenner
40 One of the Rat Pack
41 “QuiÈn ___?” (“Who knows?” en espaÒol)
42 Common interest gps.
43 Mid-month Roman date
44 “Ready to do this!”
45 Lynx cousin
47 American-born queen of Jordan
49 Part of DOS or GPS
50 Positive responses
52 One of 30, for short?
54 ___ cum laude
56 Markey, Merkley, or Murkowski, e.g.
62 Bunches
63 Off-road cycling lane?
64 Drummer Krupa
65 Company that had a breakout with
Breakout
66 Prefix meaning “eight”
67 Like some coffee

“Times Squared”--a sign of the times. By Matt Jones

This week’s SUDOKU

Answers on page 38.

Answers on page 38.

68 Insinuate
69 Aussie hoppers
Down
1 Clothing mishaps
2 French composer Satie
3 Big ___ (David Ortiz’s nickname)
4 Fishhook attachment
5 Gym class, for short
6 Thespian’s objective
7 Leave out
8 “That makes no ___!”
9 Before, palindromically
10 2011 Oscar winner for Best Picture
11 Oates’s attempt to go solo?

12 Ubiquitous lotion ingredient
13 Policy maven
18 Run, as dyes
21 Like library books, eventually
24 Inner vision?
25 Dead-end service gig, slangily
26 Mild cigar
27 Stretchy thing from the past?
29 Pleased
30 Nearly alphabetically last country
32 New Orleans sandwich, informally
33 Idyllic spots
35 Like some dryer sheets or detergent
37 “___ Excited” (Pointer Sisters song)
40 Webmaster’s concern

www.sudoku.name

44 Literary twist of sorts
46 Proud ___ peacock
48 The slightest degree
51 Luxury hotel accommodations
53 Visible gas
54 “We Three Kings” kings
55 “Match Game” host Baldwin
57 Card game with no cards below seven
58 Doris Day lyric repeated after “Que”
59 Food truck fare
60 Actress Miranda
61 Greek letters that look like P’s
63 Reusable grocery item

©2020 Jonesin’ Crosswords (jonesincrosswords@gmail.com)
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Petaluma | $2,700,000
Modern 3br/4ba farmhouse style home w/ﬁre-pit, outdoor kitchen and veggie gardens. Enjoy approx. 2 acres set on a private vineyard and private lane.
Julian Solano 707.799.4533
CalRE #01892549
Michael Williams 650.867.3876
CalRE #01862062

Palo Alto | $2,098,000
Bright home features a separate family and living room w/ﬁreplace, a kitchen w/stainless steel appliances and island and spacious master suite.
Jinny Ahn
650.833.9439
jinny.ahn@cbnorcal.com
CalRE #01158424

Menlo Park | $2,895,000
Wonderful 4br/2.5ba home w/gas ﬁreplace, soaring ceilings and bonus room in Las Lomitas
school district.

East Palo Alto | $1,175,000
Corner lot home featuring 3 bedrooms & 1 bath. Updated kitchen & laminate
ﬂoooring. Seperate guest house.

Janet Cross
650.619.2404
jcross@cbnorcal.com
CalRE #00951101

Miriam Porras 408.644.5041
CalRE #02002039
Amelia Middel 650.704.3064
CalRE #01103989

ColdwellBankerHomes.com

guiding you home since 1906

The property information herein is derived from various sources that may include, but not be limited to, county records and the Multiple Listing Service, and it may include approximations. Although the information is believed to be accurate, it is not warranted and you should not rely upon it without personal veriﬁcation. Real estate agents afﬁliated with Coldwell Banker
Realty and Coldwell Banker Devonshire are independent contractor sales associates, not employees. ©2020 Coldwell Banker. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker logos are trademarks of Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. The Coldwell Banker® System is comprised of company owned ofﬁces which are owned by a subsidiary of Realogy
Brokerage Group LLC and franchised ofﬁces which are independently owned and operated. The Coldwell Banker System fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act.
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Big Sur | $6,250,000
This home is complete with 3br/3ba including the guest house as well as an attached garage. The main house has a gourmet kitchen with granite slab countertops, a large island, stainless steel appliances
and ample cabinets. This world-class property offers extraordinary views of the Paciﬁc Ocean and Big Sur coastline with a design and structure that are inseparable from the natural beauty.
Ben Heinrich
831.915.7415
Team@TheHeinrichTeam.com
CalRE #00584641

Los Altos Hills | $5,495,000
This stunningly remodeled home is located in the Pink Horse Ranch area of Los Altos Hills, with easy access to Highway 280 and downtown Los Altos. Masterfully designed, the home is crafted with ﬁve spacious bedrooms, three and one-half baths and over 5,000 square feet of light ﬁlled spaces.
Tory Fratt
650.619.3621
tory.fratt@cbnorcal.com
CalRE #01441654

Palo Alto | $3,188,000
www.3228Ross.com -- Beautiful updated 4br/2.5ba w/deck and spa. Hardwood ﬂoors, recessed lights, double-pane throughout. A/C - wired - security - A 10+!!
Francis Rolland
650.224.4817
frolland@cbnorcal.com
CalRE #00896319

ColdwellBankerHomes.com

guiding you home since 1906

The property information herein is derived from various sources that may include, but not be limited to, county records and the Multiple Listing Service, and it may include approximations. Although the information is believed to be accurate, it is not warranted and you should not rely upon it without personal veriﬁcation. Real estate agents afﬁliated with Coldwell Banker
Realty and Coldwell Banker Devonshire are independent contractor sales associates, not employees. ©2020 Coldwell Banker. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker logos are trademarks of Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. The Coldwell Banker® System is comprised of company owned ofﬁces which are owned by a subsidiary of Realogy
Brokerage Group LLC and franchised ofﬁces which are independently owned and operated. The Coldwell Banker System fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act.
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