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raising the
bar to zero
Q: How will Stanford Health Care strive for zero COVID-19 transmissions at our locations
across the Bay Area?
A: By continuing the highest standards of safety.
• Stanford Health Care employees are
tested for COVID-19 using methods
developed by Stanford Medicine. 12,000+
staff members have been tested to date.

• If accommodation is needed prior to or
after testing or care, nearby hotels offer
pre-negotiated rates. Hotel employees
are tested by Stanford Health Care.

• Everyone entering Stanford Health Care
facilities is given a mask and screened
for symptoms of COVID-19. Those with
symptoms are directed to a separate
waiting area.

• Medical teams have sufficient gowns,
gloves, and masks to keep you and
them safe. Hand sanitizer is available
throughout the facilities.

• Appointment check-in/check-out is available
through the MyHealth app, reducing patient
queues and use of shared devices.
• Patients in waiting areas and clinics
are separated by at least 6 feet.
• Each patient is tested prior to planned
procedures and surgeries.

• Enhanced cleaning measures are in place,
utilizing chemicals and UV light.
• Specialized filtration systems eliminate
recirculation of airborne contaminants.
• Secure and simple video visits are being
utilized for routine care, limiting the
number of patients passing through.

It requires continuous innovation and adaptation to create a safe healthcare environment
in a world with a pandemic. We are prepared to care for your health through this one.
stanfordhealthcare.org/resumingcare

Even one person at risk is too much for Stanford Medicine.
—Sam Wald, MD | Vice President and Associate Chief Medical Officer, Stanford Health Care

Page 2 • June 19, 2020 • Palo Alto Weekly • www.PaloAltoOnline.com

BY APPT ONLY

1539 WALNUT DRIVE, PALO ALTO

Offered at $3,998,000

Wonderful 4-bedroom, 3 1/2-bathroom Cape Cod with charming covered porch and curb appeal in sought-after Green
Gables neighborhood. First floor boasts a bright eat-in kitchen with an island and high-end stainless steel appliances;
a separate dining room and lovely living room with fireplace, built-ins, and direct access to the large rear brick patio
surrounded by beautiful mature landscaping including fig and maple trees; an ensuite bedroom with access to the rear
yard (currently used as a family room) and a bonus room with built-in desk and bookcases serving as a quaint office.
The upstairs holds the master suite and two additional spacious bedrooms and a third full bathroom. The home of
2,626 sq.ft. + an attached 2-car garage is perfectly situated on a 6,023 sq.ft. lot. Excellent Palo Alto schools: Duveneck
Elementary, Greene Middle, Palo Alto High.

7KLVLQIRUPDWLRQZDVVXSSOLHGE\WKLUGSDUW\VRXUFHV6DOHV$VVRFLDWHEHOLHYHVWKLVLQIRUPDWLRQLVFRUUHFWEXWKDVQRWYHULÜHGWKLVLQIRUPDWLRQ
and assumes no legal responsibility for its accuracy. Buyer should verify accuracy and investigate to Buyer’s own satisfaction.

BRIAN CHANCELLOR
(650) 303-5511
brianc@serenogroup.com
brianchancellor.com
DRE# 01174998
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A community effort
during our shelter in place.
TEMPORARILY EXPANDING OUTDOOR DINING AND RETAIL OPTIONS
During the current public health emergency, Summer Streets supports expanded
ŽƵƚĚŽŽƌĚŝŶŝŶŐĂŶĚƌĞƚĂŝůŽƉƟŽŶƐǁŚŝůĞĂƚĂƐĂĨĞƐŽĐŝĂůĚŝƐƚĂŶĐĞĨƌŽŵŽƚŚĞƌƐ͘

For more go to www.cityofpaloalto.org/summerstreets
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Upfront

Local news, information and analysis

Palo Alto plans to rethink police services
Council directs commission to review city’s
consistency with 8 Can’t Wait platform
by Gennady Sheyner

A

nswering public calls for
police reform, the Palo
Alto City Council moved
early Tuesday toward adopting
the policies promoted by the 8
Can’t Wait campaign and began
to debate a more fundamental

question: Should the city even
have a police department?
During a lengthy discussion
that followed weeks of protests
over the death of George Floyd
while in Minneapolis police custody, the council agreed to hear

monthly reports on topics such as
police hiring, data analysis and
the department’s transparency
and accountability policies, and to
pursue an art project that honors
the Black Lives Matter movement.
In addition to these near-term
ideas, the council also signaled
its desire to consider a much more
dramatic, long-term proposal:
combining its police and fire
agencies into a single department

of public safety.
That model is currently used
in Sunnyvale. Billed as the largest integrated public safety department in the country, the
Sunnyvale agency combines the
functions of police, fire and emergency medical services, with officers trained in all three services.
Councilman Greg Tanaka noted
that the switch would allow the
city to save money by combining

the leadership roles of the three
departments into one. He called
the proposal “very intriguing and
very attractive.”
The idea is unlikely to be adopted any time soon. The council’s vote means staff will return
at a later date for a study session
to discuss the pros and cons of
combining public safety services.
(continued on page 20)

DEVELOPMENT

City changes
tune on
President
Hotel
Council prepares to vote
on change of apartment
building into hotel
downtown
by Gennady Sheyner

T
Magali Gauthier

Second Harvest of Silicon Valley volunteers Hana Urst, left, and Steven Jing place packaged food in the trunk of a client’s car at the
Avenidas Rose Kleiner Center in Mountain View.

POVERTY

How 12 million pounds of food
get distributed during a pandemic
Second Harvest now serves a half million people
by Elena Kadvany

A

line of cars stretched
through the parking lot
of the Mountain View
Senior Center on Tuesday morning, drivers waiting patiently for
boxes of fresh produce, milk,
eggs, canned goods and chicken
to be placed in their trunks by
masked volunteers.

One young mother left quickly to prepare food for her baby,
while two older women filled
shopping carts with free food
so they wouldn’t have to spend
money at the grocery store this
month. Jose Quijano, who has
been out of work since March
16, was picking up free groceries

for the fifth time.
They are among the half million people in Santa Clara and
San Mateo counties now relying
on Second Harvest of Silicon
Valley for food assistance during the pandemic.
Since the coronavirus hit
the Bay Area, ushering in a

shutdown that’s ravaging local
businesses and spiking unemployment, Second Harvest has
seen an astronomical rise in
demand. The nonprofit went
from serving about 270,000
people a month to 500,000
— an 85% increase. Second
Harvest expects to distribute
12 million pounds of food this
month. Pre-pandemic, 6 million pounds in a month would
have been a milestone. The
nonprofit’s phone hotline has
fielded as many as 1,200 calls
a day, many from people looking for food assistance for the
first time.

he highly contentious proposal to convert the iconic
President Hotel building
in downtown Palo Alto from
an apartment complex to a boutique hotel could win approval on
Monday, despite city staff’s prior
determination that the project
would violate numerous zoning
laws.
In a report he released on June
11, City Manager Ed Shikada recommends that the council approve
the project that Chicago-based
developer Adventurous Journeys
Capital Ventures has proposed for
488 University Ave. The recommendation is a significant change
of direction for the city, which
has spent several years advocating for more housing in downtown
Palo Alto and which passed a law
last year specifically banning the
conversion of residential space for
non-residential use.
The City Council is scheduled
to consider the recommendation
on June 22.
The project has galvanized
significant opposition since June
2018, when AJ Capital notified
residents of the 75 apartments that
they would have to leave the building. The tenants and their supporters from the wider community attended numerous public hearings
in 2018 and 2019 and urged the
council to preserve housing and

(continued on page 18)
(continued on page 12)

www.PaloAltoOnline.com • Palo Alto Weekly • June 19, 2020 • Page 5

Upfront
450 Cambridge Ave., Palo Alto, CA 94306
(650) 326-8210

QUOTE OF THE WEEK

PUBLISHER
William S. Johnson (223-6505)
EDITORIAL
Editor Jocelyn Dong (223-6514)
Associate Editor Linda Taaffe (223-6511)
Sports Editor Rick Eymer (223-6516)
Arts & Entertainment Editor Karla Kane (223-6517)
Home & Real Estate Editor
Heather Zimmerman (223-6515)
Express & Digital Editor Jamey Padojino
(223-6524)

We are really just scratching
the surface.
—Adrian Fine, Palo Alto mayor, on addressing
systemic racism. See story on page 5.

Staff Writers Sue Dremann (223-6518), Elena
Kadvany (223-6519), Gennady Sheyner (223-6513)
Chief Visual Journalist Magali Gauthier (223-6530)
Editorial Assistant/Intern Coordinator
Lloyd Lee (223-6526)

OUR T EAM IS IN MOT ION FOR YOU
D E L E O N R E A LT Y, I N C .

Around Town

ADVERTISING
Vice President Sales & Marketing
Tom Zahiralis (223-6570)
Multimedia Advertising Sales
Tiffany Birch (223-6573), Elaine Clark (223-6572),
Connie Jo Cotton (223-6571)
Real Estate Advertising Sales
Neal Fine (223-6583), Rosemary Lewkowitz
(223-6585)

Magali Gauthier

Michael Repka | CEO & Managing Broker | DRE #01854880
650.900.7000 | Info@deleonrealty.com
www.deleonrealty.com | DRE #01903224

Contributors Chrissi Angeles, Mike Berry,
Carol Blitzer, Peter Canavese, Edward Gerard Fike,
Yoshi Kato, Chris Kenrick, Jack McKinnon,
Sheryl Nonnenberg, John Orr, Monica Schreiber,
Jay Thorwaldson

Legal Advertising Alicia Santillan (223-6578)
ADVERTISING SERVICES
Advertising Services Manager
Kevin Legarda (223-6597)
Sales & Production Coordinators
Diane Martin (223-6584), Nico Navarrete (223-6582)
DESIGN
Design & Production Manager
Kristin Brown (223-6562)
Senior Designers Linda Atilano, Paul Llewellyn

FOOTHILL-DE ANZA Community College District
Board of Trustees
seeks applicants for its

Measures G & C Citizens’ Bond Oversight
Committee
Candidates appointed to the independent, volunteer
Measures G & C Citizens’ Bond Oversight Committee
review and report to the public on the district's Measure
G and C bond expenditures. Applicants may not be an
employee, contractor, consultant or vendor of the district. The
Citizens’ Bond Oversight Committee bylaws are available at
www.measurec.fhda.edu or by calling (650) 949-6100.
Currently, seven committee members are needed for two-year
terms in the following categories:
Z[\KLU[LUYVSSLKHUKHJ[P]LPUHJVTT\UP[`
college support group, such as student government
TLTILYHJ[P]LPUHI\ZPULZZVYNHUPaH[PVU
YLWYLZLU[PUN[OLI\ZPULZZJVTT\UP[`SVJH[LK
in the District
TLTILYHJ[P]LPUHZLUPVYJP[PaLUZ»VYNHUPaH[PVU
TLTILYHJ[P]LPUHIVUHÄKL[H_WH`LYZHZZVJPH[PVU
-/+((\_PSPHY`VYNHUPaH[PVUYLWYLZLU[H[P]L
MV\UKH[PVUVYHK]PZVY`JV\UJPS
([3HYNLYLWYLZLU[H[P]L
This committee is responsible for reviewing expenditures
related to the district's $898,000,000 general obligation bond,
Measure G, approved by the voters on March 3, 2020 and the
$490,800,000 general obligation bond, Measure C, approved by
the voters June 6, 2006.
Interested applicants should submit a resume and cover letter
KL[HPSPUN[OLPYX\HSPÄJH[PVUZHUKUV[PUN[OLHIV]LJH[LNVY`[OL`
would represent, to any of the following:
E-mail: chancellor@fhda.edu
Mail:6ɉJLVM[OL*OHUJLSSVY
Foothill-De Anza Community College District
12345 El Monte Road
Los Altos Hills, CA 94022
-H_! (650) 941-1638
*VTWSL[LKHWWSPJH[PVUZT\Z[ILYLJLP]LKI`WT
>LKULZKH`1\UL For more information, please call
(650) 949-6100 or email chancellor@fhda.edu
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IN MEMORY OF BLACK LIVES
... Marco Loud. Peter Gaines.
Mya Hall. Their names and those
of more than 100 other black
people, many of whom were
killed by law enforcement officers
across the country, are posted
on signs that also include their
photos at the Stanford University
Oval. Three Stanford students
created the display on the night
of June 10, according to The
Stanford Daily, which interviewed
the students who asked to stay
anonymous. “The memorial
serves as a physical space to
simultaneously celebrate black
lives, and mourn black deaths,
in a way that encourages our
local community to continue to
address the pervasiveness of
racial violence,” one organizer
told the newspaper. The three
students also made two rows
dedicated to transgender or
gender nonconforming lives
after receiving feedback from
Jamakya Young, president of the
university’s Black Student Union,
according to The Stanford Daily.
Community members honored
those individuals by leaving trans
or rainbow flags by their signs.
DROPPING A LIFELINE ... A new
campaign, #FirstOfTheMonth,
aims to pay rent for working-class
families on the Midpeninsula
during the COVID-19 pandemic.
Its soft launch in late April resulted
in enough funds to help 187
families make rent on May 1.
Now, the initiative aims to raise
$2 million, which would keep 300
families in their homes through the
end of July. Individual donations
made in May were doubled
through an anonymous donor
who agreed to match donations
under $1,000 (the mystery giver
limited his/her total contribution
to $100,000). Three nonprofits,
Dreamers Roadmap, Kafenia
Peace Collective and Live in
Peace, select the recipients,

who receive the funding within
48 hours. “Growing up here we
were always supported by others
and now it’s my turn to give back.
I was once in their shoes and I
know how it feels to be trusted
and helped. Asking for help is
not easy, even in these times,”
Dreamers RoadMap founder
Sarahi Espinoza Salamanca
said in a May 27 press release.
“So when we found that our
community members were in
dire need, we moved quickly to
provide them as much help as we
could. This is how we show our
love for our community.” For more
information, visit liveinpeace.org.
BACK TO WORK ... Over the next
week, a few more city services
will become available again to
Palo Alto residents, though there
will be some changes. Anyone
who wants to get rid of paint,
medication, cleaning products
and other unwanted items through
the Household Hazardous Waste
Station can do so starting
Saturday, June 20, when the
facility is scheduled to reopen.
In response to the COVID-19
pandemic, any resident who plans
to visit must first place their waste
in their car trunk, which should
be cleared of any items they don’t
want to dispose of. In addition,
residents must wear face masks
and stay in their cars throughout
the entire visit. Car windows
should also be closed. Visitors can
provide their proof of residency by
holding it up on the driver’s side
window. The limit of 15 gallons (or
125 pounds) of waste per visit in
containers that are 5 gallons or
less still applies. The center will
be open 9-11 a.m. on Saturdays
and 3-5 p.m. on the first Friday of
the month (there will be holiday
closures, including July 3-4 for
the Fourth of July). The Palo Alto
Library is also days away from
helping bookworms in person
through new sidewalk services
set to launch on June 26. Users
can place a hold online and pick
up their items by scheduling a
30-minute appointment slot. The
service will be available only on
weekdays from noon to 5 p.m. at
the Mitchell Park and Rinconada
branches, where people must
stay 6 feet apart while in line
and wear a face covering. For
more information, visit bit.ly/
sidewalkservice. Q

Upfront
BUSINESS

Mac’s faces hazy future
Downtown institution fights to stay open
as city bans flavored tobacco
by Lloyd Lee
no longer be able to sell flavored
pipe and chewing tobacco or any
form of e-cigarettes. Based on
data from the California Department of Tax and Fee Administration, there are 23 stores, including gas stations, that will have an
active license to sell cigarettes
and tobacco in Palo Alto.
The Khourys had asked the city
to be grandfathered an exemption
to sell flavored tobacco, which
Mac’s has been retailing since
1934. One of shop’s own brands
actually has a hint of vanilla flavor in it, Khoury said.
Khoury said sales from flavored tobacco, not including any
vape-related products, represent
around 50% of the store business.
With the ban, Khoury said he’ll be
losing anywhere from 60 to 70%
of his sales.
A cursory glance inside the
store gives insight to how much
the ban would immediately gut
the business.
Entire shelves and cases of

Magali Gauthier

M

ac’s Smoke Shop, established in 1934 by Glen
and Ruth McManus,
has lived through almost every
imaginable crisis over the past 86
years, from a world war to several
economic recessions to a pandemic. And now, it’s facing another that could ultimately bring
its demise: a city ban on flavored
tobacco products.
In a 4-3 vote on Tuesday, the
Palo Alto City Council outlawed
the sale of electronic cigarettes
and flavored tobacco products.
“It’s devastating,” said Neil
Khoury, who owns the shop with
Lori Khoury. “We keep going over
it over and over in our heads and
how we’re going to survive ... my
emotions are all over the place. We
cried. Our employees cried.”
Following in Santa Clara
County’s footsteps with the
same type of sweeping ban that’s
expected to go into effect next
month for unincorporated areas, Palo Alto businesses will

Aaron Mattu smells a jar of Black Magic, a pipe tobacco that has a
naturally creamy aroma, at Mac’s Smoke Shop in downtown Palo
Alto on June 17.
cigarettes, cigars, vapes and other
tobacco and nicotine products
would disappear leaving one
side of the shop with nothing but
glass bongs, cannabidiol (or CBD)
products — the active ingredient
in cannabis — and lighters.
The shop also sells newspapers
and magazines, but those only
make up 3% of his gross profits.
The rest of the store’s items include a wide assortment of drinks
(no liquor), coffee, packaged
pastries, candy and other miscellaneous items, like batteries,
chapstick, mini-hygiene products,
condoms and unique items such

as branded Mac’s T-shirts and
retro alarm clocks.
So for a product that’s literally
rooted in the store’s name, Mac’s
Smoke Shop, Khoury said it’s
hard to see what other business
model he can turn to, besides selling tobacco, that would make up
for the lost revenue.
“I’ve been crunching the numbers and I don’t feel too optimistic,” he said.
For many former and longtime
Palo Alto residents, losing Mac’s
Smoke Shop represents losing
a piece of history. The store is
a reminder of an increasingly

LAND USE

Cubberley lease dashes
hopes for improved center
City manager: Lease makes
‘the best of a bad situation’
by Gennady Sheyner

P

The council’s decision Monday
represents a complete turnaround
from its position last year, when
the city and the school district
jointly conducted a planning process that brought hundreds of residents to the former high school for
a series of meetings. The process,
which concluded in May 2019,
resulted in a vision of Cubberley
as a “shared village” jointly operated by the city and the school
district. At that time, officials and
residents were considering rebuilding Cubberley’s aged gyms
and performing arts spaces and
adding new community amenities, including pools and teacher
housing.
Since then, however, the city
and the school district have
struggled to bring this vision to
fruition. The last Cubberley lease
expired at the end of 2019 and the
city has been renting space on a
month-to-month basis ever since.
The city and the school district
have long clashed over Cubberley’s future, with the city pressing
to redevelop the aged center and
the district seeking to preserve
space that may be needed in the
future for education. The city’s
economic crisis further frayed the
relationship, resulting in a lease

Veronica Weber

alo Alto’s vision of a new
and improved Cubberley
Community Center filled
with green spaces and new gyms
and auditoriums faded on Monday night, when the City Council
approved a new lease with the
Palo Alto Unified School District
that effectively pulls the plug on
more than seven years of community planning for the 35-acre
south Palo Alto campus.
Passed by a 6-1 vote, with
Councilman Greg Tanaka dissenting, the lease reduces the city’s
annual payments to the school
district from $5.4 million to $2.7
million in a year when the council is trying to find $40 million in
budget cuts.
In recent years, the city has
been renting the district’s entire
27-acre portion of Cubberley (the
city owns the remaining 8 acres)
and providing space for nonprofits
and churches. Now the city will
limit itself to Cubberley’s playing
fields and about 1.5 acres (64,846
square feet) of rentable indoor
space. This includes buildings
that currently house HeartFit for
Life and Friends of Palo Alto Library, as well as the auditorium,
which is the temporary home of
the Junior Museum and Zoo.

The City Council is preparing to formally approve a 54-month lease
with the Palo Alto Unified School District for space at Cubberley
Community Center, an agreement that would reduce the city’s
footprint at Cubberley.
deal that neither side is particularly pleased about.
While the school board approved the deal last month, board
President Todd Collins said it did
so “reluctantly.”
“I don’t think the school board
is enthusiastic about this,” Collins
said. “While we can put the space
to use, we are reducing positions
and drawing on reserves to balance the budget this year, and
even more in future years. This is
not a desired outcome for us.”
Numerous community members have also signaled their
displeasure at the new direction
for Cubberley. Among them was
Diane Reklis, a former school
board member who served on
the Cubberley Community Advisory Committee, a citizens group

that in 2013 issued a report that
recommended a joint planning
process between the city and the
school district for Cubberley. Reklis chided city leaders Monday for
effectively abandoning a creative,
mutually beneficial solution and
pursuing “selfish solutions while
the community is distracted.”
“Today, our city and district act
like squabbling siblings, each trying to best each other, rather than
wise parents seeking the common
good,” Reklis said.
Former Mayor Lanie Wheeler
criticized the city and district for
failing to come to an agreement
on the center’s future.
“We are ... past the point in time
where the city and the school district pledged to work together to
propose and hopefully adopt a

vanishing era of Palo Alto — a
time when its streets were lined
with independently-owned momand-pop shops and commuter
traffic didn’t weave through residential neighborhoods.
“Mac’s is a cornerstone of the
community — of old Palo Alto,”
said Karl Kusnierczyk, 62, a former
Palo Alto resident who now lives in
Cocoa Beach, Florida. “Of course,
we went to Mac’s, everybody did.”
For Kusnierczyk, Mac’s wasn’t
just his go-to store for his favorite
motorcycle magazines and underground comics. It was also one of
many bridges of small businesses
that linked a community together
during a time when corporations
such as Hewlett-Packard felt more
accessible to the residents.
“Mac’s was a kind of place
where you’d hang out and meet
the guy from the bicycle shop
or the lawn mower repair shop
and get a conversation going,” he
said. “Back then, it wasn’t big conglomerations, it was a network of
small shops and small restaurants.
I remember when you could walk
over to Hewlett-Packard and say,
‘Hey, show me around.’”
Beyond tobacco, part of Mac’s
allure is its focus on preserving a
small piece of the past.
Pictures of previous owners,
(continued on page 10)

plan for long-term joint use of the
property,” Wheeler wrote to the
council.
“COVID-19 is not and should
not be used as the excuse to sweep
the years of planning away,”
Wheeler said.
Former mayors Pat Burt, Mike
Cobb, Wheeler and community
activist Penny Ellson argued that
the new agreement occurred with
little public awareness or policy
discussion by the council.
“Instead, a very significant
change to community services is
being made under the guise of a
budgetary decision while the impacted Cubberley users, and the
community, and the council are
distracted by an avalanche of impacts on the city budget and personal impacts of the emergency,”
their letter states.
The council largely agreed with
City Manager Ed Shikada that the
lease, while less than ideal, is necessary because of the bleak budget
picture and makes “the best of a
bad situation.” They disagreed with
Shikada, however, on the proposed
duration of the lease. While staff
had proposed a lease that would
expire at the end of 2024, several
council members suggested leasing the space for only two or three
years, thus giving both sides more
flexibility to update terms based
on post-pandemic conditions.
The council settled on 30 months,
an adjustment that will require
fresh school board approval. (On
Wednesday, the council agreed in a
closed session to revert to the original 54-month duration.)
Councilwoman Alison Cormack, who enthusiastically
(continued on page 21)
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Upfront
RACIAL JUSTICE

Town Hall on race and policing to be held Thursday
Virtual discussion will feature local community leaders and police chiefs

I

n the wake of weeks of
protests over the killing
of George Floyd and calls
for change to eliminate racism
and police brutality, the Palo
Alto Weekly is hosting “Race,

Policing and the Color of Justice,” a conversation on how the
Midpeninsula can chart a path
forward.
The June 25 virtual town hall
will feature panelists familiar to

the local community: Paul Bains,
president and co-founder of Project WeHope, chaplain for East
Palo Alto, Palo Alto and Menlo
Park police departments and
pastor of Saint Samuel Church

of God in Christ; Henrietta Burroughs, executive director of East
Palo Alto Center for Community
Media; Winter Dellenbach, attorney and community advocate
and founder of Friends of Buena

Local panelists participating in the June 25 virtual town hall are (from top row, left to right): Paul Bains, Henrietta Burroughs, Ron Davis,
Winter Dellenbach, Bob Jonsen, Al Pardini and Olatunde Sobomehin.

Vista Mobile Home Park; and
Olatunde (“Tunde”) Sobomehin,
CEO of the educational nonprofit StreetCode Academy in East
Palo Alto.
Also joining the panel will be
three current or former police
chiefs: Ron Davis, former East
Palo Alto police chief (2005-2013),
executive director of President
Obama’s Task Force on 21st Century Policing and current adviser
to Gov. Gavin Newsom on policing and social justice reform; Palo
Alto Police Chief Bob Jonsen, the
former police chief of Menlo Park;
and Al Pardini, East Palo Alto
chief of police since 2014.
The conversation is aimed at answering key questions facing the
nation and local communities right
now, said Bill Johnson, president
and CEO of Embarcadero Media,
the town hall sponsor: “What do
we want racial justice and policing
look like in our community and
what’s keeping us from getting
there?”
The event will be presented on
Zoom.com on Thursday, June
25, from 7 to 8:15 p.m. RSVP at
EmbarcaderoMediaGroup.com/
race-and-police. Q
— Palo Alto Weekly staff

Sign up today at
PaloAltoOnline.com/express

We’ll restart
strong.
And we’ll restart
together.
We’re here to help your business keep growing. When
you’re ready to restart, count on us to help you reach
further. We’re here for you—then, now and tomorrow.

One day you’ll reach further.
One day starts here.
Visit eastwestbank.com/business
or call 888.819.8880.
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Just Listed

2350 Byron Street, Palo Alto

Premier location on one of Palo Altos’ best tree-lined streets
Masterfully renovated and expanded
6 bedrooms and 5.5 baths, approx. 6,495 sq. ft.
Abundant space for entertaining and work or study from
home needs
Exceptionally private grounds on over one-third acre
Pool, spa, sport court, and wraparound terraces
Excellent Palo Alto schools: Walter Hays Elementary,
Greene Middle, and Palo Alto High
Offered at $7,995,000
www.2350Byron.com

LORI BUECHELER
(650) 387-2716
lorib@compass.com
lorirealestate.com
DRE# 01859485
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Upfront
PUBLIC HEALTH

San Mateo County gives green light
to more businesses, activities
Multiple households may gather in ‘social bubbles’
of up to 12 people without social distancing
by Kate Bradshaw

E

ffective immediately, a
wide range of San Mateo
County businesses and
activities, from barbershops to
gyms, are allowed to reopen, according to a June 17 announcement from the county.
Group gatherings are now limited to no more than 50 people with
social distancing and face coverings, and people from multiple
households are allowed to interact
in “social bubbles” of 12 or fewer
people.
The following types of business
and services can now reopen, so
long as they follow health and safety plans to prevent the spread of the
coronavirus: dine-in restaurants,
hair salons and barber shops, casinos, family entertainment centers,
wineries, bars, zoos, museums,
gyms, fitness centers, hotels (for
tourism and individual travel), card
rooms, racetracks, campgrounds
and outdoor recreation areas.
In addition, personal service
businesses like nail salons, body
waxing and tattoo parlors may

create safety plans and resume operations starting June 19.
Face coverings are still required
inside or in line to enter businesses
like grocery stores, laundromats,
hospitals, clinics, testing locations,
dentists, veterinary care sites and
public transit or ride share services. They are recommended but
not required for outdoor recreation
when one can maintain 6 feet of
space from others, but people
should have them on hand in case
they do have to go near others.
The new county order also permits people to interact with other
households as part of a cohort
termed a “social bubble.” These
groups of 12 or fewer people
from different households or living units agree to socialize only
with members of that group. The
cohort should be maintained for
three weeks at a minimum, and
individuals should be part of only
one bubble at a time. People who
are part of the same bubble are advised, but not required, to practice
social distancing and wear face

coverings. Violations of the order
are punishable by fine, imprisonment or both, according to the revised health order.
The county is now caught up to
many other communities across
the state that are further along in
the reopening process. Last week,
the San Mateo County Board of
Supervisors sent a letter to the state
affirming that it can satisfy certain
criteria laid out in the state’s plan
for reopening, called its “Resilience Roadmap,” and asking for
permission to reopen businesses.
The state granted the request.
“People want to get back to
work. That said, it’s up to all of us
to continue to wear face coverings
and to maintain social distancing
so we can continue to reopen both
the economy and our social lives
in a safe manner,” Warren Slocum,
president of the San Mateo County
Board of Supervisors whose district
includes East Palo Alto and North
Fair Oaks, said in a press statement.
He added that many residents
of those communities have had

to choose between their physical
and economic health during the
pandemic.
The county’s request to the state
argued that the county is making
good progress toward the state’s
benchmark goals even though it is
not meeting all of them.
One of the benchmarks is to have
no more than 5% of COVID-19
cases admitted to hospitals, or
about 20 per day. The county has
exceeded that rate on three of the
last 44 days. Hospital surge capacity remains strong, county officials
said in their application for permission to reopen, which compares
county results in combating the
coronavirus to state benchmarks.
Another benchmark is for hospitals and skilled nursing facilities
to have enough personal protective
equipment (PPE) to last 14 days.
The county is working to build up
its reserves.
One of the state requirements is
to have no more than 25 cases per
100,000 residents over a two week
period or for the rate of COVIDpositive tests to be less than 8% in
a one week period.
The county’s current rate is 62
cases per 100,000 residents —
more than twice the state benchmark. However, it passes the other
part of the requirement, for testing. Only about 3.2% of tests in
the county were COVID-positive
June 3 through 9.
The county is also expanding its
staffing for contact tracing. It has
already increased the number of

full-time people working on contact tracing from eight to 30, and
plans to increase that to 75 by July
by recruiting from among other
county departments. The health
department plans to be ready to expand the number of contact tracers
to investigate up to 230 cases per
day with 115 full-time employees
by recruiting.
For much of the time the public health orders have been in effect, COVID-19 testing was not
offered unless someone showed
symptoms. With the loosening of
those restrictions to people who
are mild or moderately ill, presymptomatic or asymptomatic, the
county has been able to exceed the
state’s benchmark for the number
of daily tests offered by 26%, or
about 1,151. During the week of
May 31 to June 6, the county averaged 1,456 tests per day.
The county reports it’s planning
to target high-risk communities
by testing all symptomatic and asymptomatic adults and their caregivers in skilled nursing facilities
and congregate care settings every
two weeks. The county has also
been expanding testing services in
East Palo Alto, North Fair Oaks,
Daly City and Half Moon Bay.
The county is planning to develop a draft of a COVID-19 containment plan by July 3 Q
Staff Writer Kate Bradshaw
reports for the Almanac, a sister
publication of the Palo Alto
Weekly, and can be emailed at
kbradshaw@almanacnews.com.

Courtesy Neil Khoury

Glen and Ruth McManus, pictured here with their son, Al, opened
Mac’s Smoke Shop in 1934 across the street from where the current
store now stands on Emerson Street in downtown Palo Alto.

Mac’s
(continued from page 7)

genpeds.stanfordchildrens.org
Page 10 • June 19, 2020 • Palo Alto Weekly • www.PaloAltoOnline.com

old newspaper clippings from
San Francisco Chronicle to the
Palo Alto Weekly, and snapshots
of athletes and artists such as
Frank Sinatra and the Rat Pack,
all smoking cigarettes, border the
walls of Mac’s Smoke Shop,
“The shop has its own culture,
it’s own community,” Mattu said.

“Everything is a piece of history.”
But as Mac’s history is laid out
in plain sight, Khoury is unsure
of what the future of Mac’s will
look like.
“We have about two months of
(cash) reserve,” Khoury said. “After that, I’m sorry to say we might
have a fire sale and we might not
be in Palo Alto.” Q
Editorial Assistant Lloyd
Lee can be emailed at llee@
paweekly.com.

Upfront

ShopTalk

Local food & retail happenings

Courtesy Laura Reininger

The Reininger and Levy
families gather in their family
store at Stanford Shopping
Center in 1960.
AFTER 74 YEARS, EDWARDS
LUGGAGE CLOSES ... Since
opening its doors to a new era of
international travel at the end of
World War II, Edwards Everything
Travel — Edwards Luggage has
weathered the ups and downs of
the small business world, passing
through two generations of family
and becoming a recognized leader
in a competitive industry — all
while planting deep roots in the
community. The family-owned
business could not, however,
survive the unexpected impacts
of a global pandemic. The iconic
Palo Alto business is calling it quits
after 74 years and is permanently
closing its doors at Stanford
Shopping Center in August.
“With the strength of the internet
taking sales from brick-andmortar stores, lack of foot traffic
at (Stanford Shopping Center)
and now COVID-19 hitting retail
... we find it necessary to close
our doors and move to the next
chapter of life,” the family said in
a statement released on June 14.
For many, the family business was
much more than a retail store. The
Edwards family, which includes
the Levy and Reininger families,
was part of the community: Their
children were born and raised
in the area and attended local
schools; the family business
supported and sponsored many
local sports teams; and the Levy
and Reininger families were
founding members of Temple
Beth Am in Los Altos Hills. One
customer described Edwards
as “almost as much a part of
Palo Alto as the tree by the train
tracks,” according to the family.
Arthur Reininger co-founded the
store with his sister, Sophia Levy,
and brother, Edward Reininger
after World War II ended to serve
the “new traveler.” In 1946, the
family opened Edwards Luggage
in downtown Palo Alto before
relocating it to Stanford Shopping
Center in 1955.

— L.T.
MAUM REOPENS AS ONLINE
MARKET ... When Maum reopens
in Palo Alto later this summer,
it will no longer be the intimate,

communal dining concept its
chefs originally conceived of.
Maum will instead sell homemade
pantry items, imported products
from Korea and Japan, meal kits,
farm boxes and baked goods
made by up-and-coming local
pastry chefs, according to a
newsletter the restaurant sent out
on Sunday evening. “Although
we are saddened by what feels
like a premature ending to such
a memorable place, we have
grown excited about the changes
to come,” the email states. Cochefs Meichih and Michael Kim
did not immediately respond to an
interview request. Maum, which
means “from the heart” in Korean,
began as a high-end private
dining space at 322 University
Ave. in downtown Palo Alto before
opening to the public in 2018.
Less than a year later, the Kims
won their first Michelin star. Maum
served modern Korean tasting
menus at a 16-seat communal
table. Maum briefly reopened
for takeout in May. In July, it will
return as a retail operation with
pantry items, meal kits and weekly
specials from the Kims. In the fall,
they plan to launch Maum Kitchen,
an online shop selling Maum
pantry goods.

'LVFRYHUWKH6FDQGLD'RZQ'LĳHUHQFH
Scandia Home Palo Alto is Open for Curbside and Appointment Only!
Monday through Friday • 10am to 3pm
To schedule a private shopping appointment before, during or after hours, please call/email.
650-326-8583 • paloalto@scandiahome.com

Kozy Brothers

— E.K.
NORDSTROM SHUTTERS
NEW JEFFREY BOUTIQUE ...
Nordstrom has shut down all of
its high-end Jeffrey boutiques,
including the Stanford Shopping
Center location that opened
in August 2018 following an
extensive five-month remodel
of the former Polo Ralph Lauren
building that faces El Camino
Real. Stanford was the boutique’s
first and only west coast location,
which Nordstrom opened as part
of its expansion into the luxury
market after purchasing Jeffrey
and hiring its founder, Jeffrey
Kalinsky, as director of designer
merchandising in 2005. The
decision to close its high-end
stores in New York, Atlanta and
Palo Alto was announced at the
end of May as the department
store was forced to rethink its
footprint following the shutdown
caused by the coronavirus. On
Tuesday, Nordstrom announced
that it would be reopening six of
its department stores throughout
California this week, including
the Nordstrom Palo Alto store at
Stanford and its Nordstrom Rack
Ravenswood store in East Palo
Alto. Q

— L.T.
Written by Linda Taaffe and
Elena Kadvany. Got leads on
interesting and news-worthy
retail developments? The
Weekly will check them out.
Email shoptalk@paweekly.
com.

Your Everyday
Farmers Market
Farm Fresh and
Always the Best

DE MARTINI
ORCHARD

66 N. San Antonio Rd., Los Altos • 650-948-0881 • DeMartiniOrchard.com
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Upfront

Public Agenda
A preview of Palo Alto government meetings next week

Veronica Weber

The Palo Alto City Council is set to consider on Monday night whether to convert the iconic President
Hotel building in downtown Palo Alto from an apartment complex to a boutique hotel.

Hotel
(continued from page 5)

to prevent the conversion.
Planning Director Jonathan Lait
also informed AJ Capital in a July
2018 letter that a city review had
concluded that the establishment
of a hotel as described “is impermissible based on existing regulations and site characteristics.”
Lait wrote at the time that the
proposed hotel would be “noncomplying with respect to maximum building height and floor
area requirements of the Municipal Code and perhaps other provisions as well.”
The council added a fresh legal
hurdle for the proposed conversion
in April 2019, when it approved an
ordinance banning the conversion of “grandfathered” buildings
(those that were built before the
city had established height limits, density restrictions and other
development standards) from
residential uses to non-residential
ones. The ordinance included a
“waiver” provision that allows developers to seek exemptions from
the law — a clause that critics argued would weaken the law.
Now, Palo Alto staff is arguing that the city should grant
AJ Capital such a waiver, a key
step toward allowing the conversion. David Lanferman, attorney
for AJ Capital, argued in a letter
that the city’s prohibition against

the change in use on a grandfathered facility from residential to
non-residential use would be an
“unconstitutional taking, in violation of both the federal and state
constitutions, as applied against a
property owner who has exercised
its Ellis Act rights.”
But even as he argued that the
council’s prohibition on the use
change is illegal, notwithstanding
the “waiver” clause, he also asked
the council to approve the waiver
for the President Hotel project. He
pointed to staff’s comments in
June 2018, when the building was
purchased by AJ Capital, that the
conversion would be allowed “by
right,” a position that the city has
since walked back.
“The record amply reflects that
Adventurous Journeys justifiably
relied on the city’s established
practices, interpretations of the
zoning code, and public representations regarding the ability to restore and convert the Hotel President to lawful use as a commercial
hotel ‘by right,’” Lanferman wrote
in a September 2019 letter.
The new report from Shikada
appears to endorse this position.
The proposed hotel use, Shikada’s
report states, “is consistent with
the historic use of the property,
which operated as a hotel from
1930 to 1968.”
“The existing ground-floor retail uses at the subject property
would mostly remain, though
modifications will be made to the

ground-floor tenant spaces to accommodate a first-floor lobby for
the hotel use,” the report states.
The city’s stunning reversal is a
major coup for AJ Capital, which
also scored a victory last month
when the Historic Resources
Board approved the developer’s
plans to rehabilitate the Birge
Clark-designed building. The
board, however, was focused exclusively on design features and
not on land use regulations.
Despite its earlier position, planning staff is now arguing that the
proposed use is consistent with the
city’s long-term plans for the area,
notwithstanding the council’s direction last year to ban residential
to non-residential conversions.
Shikada’s report notes that the
Comprehensive Plan designates
that site as “regional/community
commercial,” which is “intended
to provide a wider variety of goods
and services that the neighborhood shopping areas and include
such uses as department stores,
bookstores furniture stores, apparel shops, restaurants and nonretail services such as offices and
banks.”
As such, the hotel conversion is
consistent with the Comprehensive Plan, the staff report states.
And even though housing production is a stated goal for the
council, the report from Shikada
notes that the President Hotel
building was never identified in
the city’s housing inventory.

O UR T EAM IS IN MOT ION FOR YO U

D E L E O N R E A LT Y, I N C .
Michael Repka | CEO & Managing Broker | DRE #01854880
650.900.7000 | Info@deleonrealty.com | www.deleonrealty.com | DRE #01903224
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CITY COUNCIL ... The council plans to meet in a closed session
to discuss the status of the city’s labor negotiations with Utilities
Management and Professional Association of Palo Alto, Service
Employees International Union, Local 521, the Palo Alto Police Officers
Association, the Palo Alto Fire Chiefs’ Association, International
Association of Fire Fighters, Local 1319, and Palo Alto Police Managers’
Association. The council will then hold a study session on 3300 El
Camino Real, a request to rezone a Stanford Research Park property
to “planned home zoning” to enable a mixed-use development with
about 52,5000 square feet of office, 4,400 square feet of ground-floor
retail and 187 residential units. The council is then scheduled to adopt
its Fiscal Year 2021 budget and utility rates and consider approving the
conversion of President Hotel at 488 University Ave., from a residential
complex to a hotel. The closed session will begin at 5 p.m. on Monday,
June 22. The rest of the virtual meeting will take place at 6 p.m. or
as soon as possible after the closed session. The meeting will be
broadcast on Cable TV Channel 26, at youtube.com/c/cityofpaloalto,
and midpenmedia.org. Those wishing to participate by Zoom can do so
by dialing 669-900-6833 and by using Meeting ID: 362 027 238.
CITY COUNCIL ... The council plans to appoint Utitilies Advisory
Commission members, adopt an interim ordinance to allow outdoor
dining and retail on public and private property, consider a contract with
AECOM for services relating to grade separation, discuss a proposed
pilot program to increase access to Foothills Park for non-residents and
consider housing-affordability requirements for the recently established
“planned community zoning.” The virtual meeting will begin at 5 p.m.
on Tuesday, June 23. It will be broadcast on Cable TV Channel 26, at
youtube.com/c/cityofpaloalto, and midpenmedia.org. Those wishing to
participate by Zoom can do so by dialing 669-900-6833 and by using
Meeting ID: 362 027 238.
BOARD OF EDUCATION ... The school board will vote on the district’s
2020-21 budget and hear an update on plans for reopening schools
in the fall, among other items. The virtual meeting will begin at 6:30
p.m. on Tuesday, June 23. The meeting will be broadcast on Cable
TV Channel 28 and midpenmedia.org. Those wishing to participate by
Zoom can do so by going to pausd.zoom.us/j/97888498129 or dialing
669-900-6833 and using Meeting ID: 949 9734 6242.
PLANNING AND TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION ... The commission
is tentative scheduled to discuss the city’s potential goals and key
actions related to the 2020 Sustainability and Climate Action Plan. The
virtual meeting will begin at 6 p.m. on Wednesday, June 24. Those
wishing to participate by Zoom can do so by dialing 669-900-6833 and
using Meeting ID: 950 2081 1983.

“Therefore, the conversion of
these units would not result in a
loss of housing units that affects
the city’s RHNA targets,” the report notes, citing the Regional
Housing Needs Allocation process, which sets housing quotas
for each city.
Staff is also proposing that AJ
Capital be allowed to only provide 39 parking spaces, including
14 on-site and 25 off-site at 330

Everett Ave. That’s well short of
the 115 that staff says the project
would have to include under the
city code. The developer plans to
pay “in-lieu fees” for the remaining 76 spaces, or about $106,171
per space (the price is expected
to go up to $111,862 per space in
August, according to the report). Q
Staff Writer Gennady Sheyner
can be emailed at gsheyner@
paweekly.com.
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Congratulations
to the Top Real Estate
Agents & Teams

in Santa Clara and San Mateo Counties 2019

Brokerage

Organized
as Agent or
Team

Key Team
Members

Total Sales*

Listing Sales

Buyer Sales

DeLeon Team

DeLeon Realty, Inc.

Team

Ken DeLeon
Michael Repka

$811,146,401

$434,887,401

$376,259,000

2

Stanley Lo

Green Banker Realty

Agent

Stanley Lo

$313,987,178

$213,720,178

$100,267,000

3

David Troyer

Intero Real Estate Services

Agent

David Troyer

$208,460,828

$193,079,380

$15,381,448

4

Judy Citron

Compass

Agent

Judy Citron

$203,714,900

$111,222,200

$92,492,700

5

Mary & Brent
Gullixson

Compass

Team

Mary Gullixson
Brent Gullixson

$192,910,000

$137,010,000

$55,900,000

6

Andy Tse

Intero Real Estate Services

Agent

Andy Tse

$184,183,716

$133,268,216

$50,915,500

7

David Lillo

DPL Real Estate

Agent

David Lillo

$158,687,788

$136,596,288

$22,091,500

8

Billy McNair

Compass

Agent

Billy McNair

$156,072,000

$90,242,000

$65,830,000

9

The Patty Dwyer
Group

Compass

Team

Patty Dwyer

$133,016,500

$79,211,500

$53,805,000

10

Keri Nicholas

Parc Agency Corporation

Agent

Keri Nicholas

$120,052,700

$81,107,700

$38,945,000

11

The Hanna Group

Real Estate 38

Team

Zaid Hanna

$117,255,116

$45,843,116

$71,412,000

12

Boyenga Team

Compass

Team

Eric Boyenga
Janelle Boyenga

$114,778,950

$66,266,450

$48,512,500

13

Kathy Bridgman

Compass

Agent

Kathy Bridgman

$113,376,555

$97,966,555

$15,410,000

14

Recip. Team†

"ÕÌvƂÀi>"vwVi

Team

Not Applicable

$108,660,945

$17,680,000

$90,980,945

15

Juliana Lee

JLee Realty

Agent

Juliana Lee

$101,509,488

$31,343,600

$70,165,888

16

Jim Arbeed

Coldwell Banker Realty

Agent

Jim Arbeed

$99,692,276

$75,112,388

$24,579,888

17

Sternsmith Group

Compass

Agent

Casey Sternsmith

$99,409,000

$53,298,000

$46,111,000

18

LeMieux Associates‡

Compass

Team

Tom LeMieux
Jennifer Bitter

$99,328,000

$74,923,000

$ 24,405,000

19

Len Stone Group

KW Peninsula Estates

Team

Len Stone

$99,170,500

$60,761,500

$38,409,000

20

Dave Clark

Keller Williams Realty Silicon Valley

Agent

Dave Clark
Troy Bambino

$97,507,500

$94,107,500

$3,400,000

Ranking

Agent/Team
Name

1

Although all DeLeon Palo Alto sellers work directly with Michael Repka, the DeLeon Team has far more resources and a more
robust staff than any independent contractor agent or small team. That, coupled with our innovative business model, creates
>Þ«iÀ>Ì>ivwViViÃÌ >Ì>ÜÕÃÌ`VÃ`iÀ>LÞÀiÛÕi>`vviÀÀiÃiÀÛViÃÌ >ÌÀ>`Ì>>}iÌÃ°
Nevertheless, clients regularly choose between the DeLeon Team’s integrated model, and the traditional approach practiced
by most other agents and teams, so we believe a direct and transparent comparison is helpful.

Search criteria as compiled by BrokerMetrics® using MLS Data: January 1st, 2019 - December 31st, 2019, Santa Clara County and San Mateo County, Residential Property (Single Family Home,
Condominium, Townhouse, Manufactured Home, Floating Home, Duet Home, Multiple on Lot, Farm/Ranch, Other Residential, Double Wide Mobile Home, Duplex). †Recip is an amalgamation
of many out of the area agents ‡Tom LeMieux operates functionally as a team but splits the team sales amongst the members when reporting sales to the MLS. For purposes of accuracy, we have
/;9.5:10@41?-81?;2@415:05B50A-8919.1>?;2@41151AD@1-9 &;@-8?-81?5:/8A01?.;@4@4185?@5:3?-81?-:0.AE1>?-81?  ;;Ŋ %?-81?C1>15:/8A0105:@41>-:75:3?

Michael Repka | Managing Broker | DRE #01854880 | 650.900.7000 | michael@deleonrealty.com
DeLeon Realty,Inc. | www.deleonrealty.com | DRE #01903224
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ADVERTISEMENT

News Digest
Police swarm scene of reported gunman

Learn more at SafeCleanWater.org

The Safe, Clean Water and Natural Flood Protection
Program Explores Supporting Expansion of Pacheco
Reservoir in Southern Santa Clara County.
Santa Clara Valley Water
District (Valley Water) is
currently developing one
of our biggest projects in
decades, the proposed
expansion of Pacheco
Reservoir, located 60 miles
southeast of San Jose. The
proposed project would
increase Pacheco’s capacity
from 5,500 up to 140,000
acre-feet—enough water for
up to 1.4 million people for
one year in an emergency.
The project could reduce
the frequency and severity
of water shortages during
droughts, protect our
drinking water supply and
infrastructure, and improve
habitat for fish.
Valley Water is exploring
the opportunity to include this
important project under an
updated and enhanced Safe,

Palo Alto police rushed to intercept a man who was reportedly
armed with a gun and allegedly constructing a bomb in El Camino
Park on Wednesday morning.
Dispatchers received a call at 10:16 a.m. that a man was carrying a rifle in the park at 155 El Camino Real, Sgt. Dan Pojanamut
said. Witnesses later reported the man was carrying a handgun.
Multiple police officers responding to the scene were also told by
witnesses that the man was making a bomb on the soccer field and
was wearing bulletproof body armor.
Police declined to disclose to this news organization what tactics
they used to deal with the man, but they confirmed they encountered an 18-year-old wearing a Kevlar vest. He had a realisticlooking weapon that turned out to be a BB gun. It did not have an
orange tip that would have distinguished it from a bullet-carrying
firearm. The man was cooperative, Pojanamut said.
“He made a poor decision. He was trying to clean the BB gun in
a public area,” Pojanamut said.
It is legal for a person to wear body armor if not a convicted
felon, he added. Police had a lengthy conversation with the man
about his poor judgment. Q
—Sue Dremann

City grants $300K to Downtown Streets Team

Clean Water and Natural
Flood Protection Program,
which was overwhelmingly
approved by 74% of voters in
2012.
Currently, projects funded
by the program ensure our
drinking water is safe and
reliable, while protecting our
water quality by reducing
toxins and contaminants in
our waterways. In addition

to efforts that repair and
replace our aging dams,
these projects protect
residents and businesses
from flooding and sea level
rise. Including the Pacheco
Reservoir Expansion as a
potential program update
would contribute to
ensuring that our county
also has a secure water
supply for the future.

What matters most to you?
We know our
community is contending
with new challenges such
as emergencies, natural
disasters, climate change,
population growth, and
uncertain imported water
supplies. We are seeking
your input as we explore
potentially updating and

Please visit www.SafeCleanWater.org,
where you can learn more about
the program and take two minutes
to add your voice to the Community
Input Survey.
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Despite public calls for more scrutiny of the sexual harassment
allegations against Downtown Streets Team, the Palo Alto City
Council voted on Monday night to allocate the nonprofit more than
$300,000 in grant funding.
The nonprofit, which has won accolades over the years for
its work in providing services such as housing vouchers and
mentoring to homeless individuals, is also facing accusations
from numerous former employees about a hard-drinking culture and incidents of sexual harassment. The allegations were
first reported by San Jose Inside and corroborated by this news
organization.
The $336,400 allocation that Downtown Streets Team received
Monday night was part of $856,146 in federal funding that the
city is distributing to nonprofits. This includes funding from the
Community Development Block Grant Program, as well as the
$294,909 that Palo Alto received from the federal government
through the Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security Act.
Some residents, however, felt that the council should take more
steps to ensure that the Downtown Streets Team has addressed
the allegations against its senior officers before it approves the
funding. Steven Lee, a member of the Human Relations Commission, told the council Monday that if it approves the funding
without verifying the nonprofit’s response to the allegations, it is
abdicating its responsibilities and deferring to city staff and the
Downtown Streets Team board.
Owen Byrd, chair of the Downtown Streets Team board of directors, assured the council that the nonprofit has already spent an
enormous amount of time and money investigating the allegations. Q
—Gennady Sheyner

Uber passenger attacks driver
enhancing the Safe, Clean
Water and Natural Flood
Protection Program to meet
Santa Clara County’s current
and future needs.
Take our two-minute survey
at www.SafeCleanWater.org
and let us know what matters
most to you!

An Uber passenger who requested a destination change during
his ride allegedly battered his driver and attempted to steal the
vehicle in Palo Alto on Friday evening, police said.
Officers were first alerted to a disturbance in the 3900 block of
Fabian Way around 7 p.m. The driver was taking the passenger
from San Francisco to San Jose, according to a police report issued Monday.
During the trip, the passenger asked to change the drop-off location to Redwood City. The driver then exited the freeway in Palo
Alto and stopped on Fabian Way, just north of East Charleston
Road and near the Oshman Family Jewish Community Center, and
explained to the passenger that he would need to complete the trip
with another Uber driver, police said.
In response, the passenger hit the back of the driver’s shoulder.
The driver stepped out of the car to protect himself from further
harm. The passenger then tried to enter the driver’s seat, according to police.
A struggle ensued, where at one point the passenger was able
to hit the car’s accelerator. The driver then called 911, the press
release states.
The driver was left with minor injuries and declined medical
attention, the press release states.
Officers who responded to the scene located the passenger, a
33-year-old Belmont man, and arrested him without incident. Q
—Jamey Padojino

EMBARCADERO MEDIA VIRTUAL TOWN HALL

“Race, Policing and the Color of Justice”
A conversation on the path forward after George Floyd

7:00 - 8:15 p.m.
Thursday, June 25
Presented virtually on Zoom
Reserve your spot at EmbarcaderoMediaGroup.com/race-and-police
What do we want racial justice and policing to look like in our
community and what’s keeping us from getting there?
PANELISTS

Ron Davis

Bob Jonsen

Shown above from top left

Former East Palo Alto Police Chief (20052013); Executive Director of President
Obama’s Task Force on 21st Century Policing;
currently advising Gov. Gavin Newsom on
policing and social justice reform

Police Chief, Palo Alto; former Chief of
Menlo Park

Paul Bains
President & Co-Founder, Project WeHope;
chaplain for East Palo Alto, Palo Alto and
Menlo Park police departments; pastor of
Saint Samuel Church of God in Christ

Henrietta Burroughs
Executive Director, East Palo Alto Center for
Community Media

Winter Dellenbach
Former public interest law attorney and
community advocate; founder of Friends of
Buena Vista Mobile Home Park

Al Pardini
Chief of Police, East Palo Alto

Olatunde (“Tunde”) Sobomehin
CEO of StreetCode Academy, East Palo Alto;
active in numerous community organizations,
including the Mural Music & Arts Project,
Eastside College Prep and Live In Peace

ONLINE
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Food bank
(continued from page 5)

997 All Other Legals

995 Fictitious Name
Statement
SV DISRUPT
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
File No.: FBN665344
The following person (persons) is (are) doing
business as:
SV Disrupt, located at 535 Arastradero Road,
Suite 101, Palo Alto, CA 94306, Santa Clara
County.
This business is owned by: An Individual.
The name and residence address of the
registrant(s) is(are):
BENJAMIN DAI
4136 Abel Ave.
Palo Alto, CA 94306
Registrant began transacting business under
the fictitious business name(s) listed above
on 5/6/2020.
This statement was filed with the County
Clerk-Recorder of Santa Clara County on May
12, 2020.
(PAW May 29; June 5, 12, 19, 2020)

Call 650-223-6578 or email asantillan@paweekly.com for legal advertising.
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Workers from Second Harvest of Silicon Valley load trucks with
packed produce and frozen and dried goods at Cypress Center, a
warehouse in San Jose.

6 a.m.
Shortly after dawn, masked
workers start their shifts at Second Harvest’s largest warehouse.
The 75,000-square-foot Cypress
Center in San Jose stores mostly
fresh produce: bags of onions and
carrots, boxes of melons, oranges,
broccoli, corn and celery. Meat is
kept in a separate, chilled room
— storage that helped Second
Harvest make it through an initial
meat shortage at the start of the
shutdown, Baker Hayward said.
Signage throughout the warehouse reminds workers to stay 6
feet apart, to wipe down machines
after every use and to wash their
hands for 20 seconds. A table at
the entrance to the warehouse is
set with masks, hand sanitizer
and a thermometer.
The workers deftly steer forklifts in and out of rows of boxed
produce, stacking pallets of cardboard boxes in trucks parked in
a dock outside. The trucks later
head throughout the Bay Area to
a network of more than 300 partner agencies — schools, senior
centers, churches and shelters —
with 1,000 distribution sites.
This warehouse — one of four
that Second Harvest operates,
including a new, 40,000 squarefoot temporary space added in
April to meet the current demand
— also stores food provided by
the federal government through
the Coronavirus Food Assistance Program. This helped relieve some of the supply burden
for Second Harvest, said Sarah

Howard, a produce sourcing and
quality manager who early on
Tuesday morning was climbing
a ladder to check boxes of fresh
fruit and vegetables for mold.
Her job of managing the flow
of food in accordance with demand has taken on new pressure
during the pandemic, she said. At
the start of the shutdown, many
Second Harvest distribution sites
initially closed. After some reopened, it took a few weeks for
word to spread and for people to
know where to go if they needed
food, making it hard for the nonprofit to predict how much food
to send to sites.

7:30-10 a.m.
A truck full of food from the
San Jose warehouse arrives at the
Mountain View Senior Center on
Escuela Avenue. The site normally only serves low-income seniors
but during the pandemic has been
open twice a week to anyone in
need. Staff members are continuing to see new people come each
time, which is unusual, they say.
Pre-pandemic, Second Harvest
modeled its distribution sites after
farmers markets, allowing people
to see and choose their produce.
This helped to preserve a sense
of dignity and normalcy, as well
as community, Second Harvest
staff said. The sites became hubs
where people connected with one
another and found resources for
other support they needed. Volunteers got to know regular visitors

Magali Gauthier

PALO ALTO WEEKLY
PALOALTOONLINE.COM
MOUNTAIN VIEW VOICE
MV-VOICE.COM
FOGSTER.COM
EMBARCADERO MEDIA
TRI-VALLEY MEDIA
THE ALMANAC
ALMANACNEWS.COM
PLEASANTON WEEKLY
PLEASANTONWEEKLY.COM
THE SIX FIFTY
THESIXFIFTY.COM
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
File No.: 666014
The following person (persons) is (are) doing
business as:
1.) Palo Alto Weekly, 2.) Paloaltoonline.com,
3.) Mountain View Voice, 4.) MV-voice.com,
5.) Fogster.com, 6.) Embarcadero Media,
7.) Tri-Valley Media, 8.) The Almanac, 9.)
Almanacnews.com, 10.) Pleasanton Weekly,
11.) Pleasantonweekly.com, 12.) The Six
Fifty, 13.) Thesixfifty.com, located at 450
Cambridge Ave., Palo Alto, CA 94306, Santa
Clara County.
This business is owned by: A Corporation.
The name and residence address of the
owner(s)/registrant(s) is(are):
EMBARCADERO MEDIA
450 Cambridge Ave.
Palo Alto, CA 94306
Registrant/Owner began transacting
business under the fictitious business
name(s) listed above on 2/15/2009.
This statement was filed with the County
Clerk-Recorder of Santa Clara County on
June 12, 2020.
(PAW June 19, 26; July 3, 10, 2020)

NOTICE OF PETITION TO ADMINISTER ESTATE
OF:
PAMELA STALEY HERR
Case No.: 20PR188119
To all heirs, beneficiaries, creditors,
contingent creditors, and persons who may
otherwise be interested in the will or estate,
or both, of PAMELA STALEY HERR.
A Petition for Probate has been filed by:
CHRISTIANNA H. KIENITZ in the Superior
Court of California, County of SANTA CLARA.
The Petition for Probate requests that:
CHRISTIANNA H. KIENITZ be appointed as
personal representative to administer the
estate of the decedent.
The petition requests authority to administer
the estate under the Independent
Administration of Estates Act. (This authority
will allow the personal representative
to take many actions without obtaining
court approval. Before taking certain very
important actions, however, the personal
representative will be required to give notice
to interested persons unless they have
waived notice or consented to the proposed
action.) The independent administration
authority will be granted unless an interested
person files an objection to the petition and
shows good cause why the court should not
grant the authority.
A HEARING on the petition will be held on
July 27, 2020 at 9:01 a.m. in Dept.: 13 of the
Superior Court of California, County of Santa
Clara, located at 191 N. First St., San Jose,
CA, 95113.
If you object to the granting of the petition,
you should appear at the hearing and state
your objections or file written objections
with the court before the hearing. Your
appearance may be in person or by your
attorney.
If you are a creditor or a contingent creditor
of the decedent, you must file your claim
with the court and mail a copy to the
personal representative appointed by the
court within the later of either (1) four
months from the date of first issuance of
letters to a general personal representative,
as defined in section 58 (b) of the California
Probate Code, or (2) 60 days from the date
of mailing or personal delivery to you of a
notice under section 9052 of the California
Probate Code. Other California statutes and
legal authority may affect your rights as a
creditor. You may want to consult with an
attorney knowledgeable in California law.
You may examine the file kept by the court.
If you are a person interested in the estate,
you may file with the court a Request for
Special Notice (form DE-154) of the filing of
an inventory and appraisal of estate assets
or of any petition or account as provided in
Probate Code section 1250. A Request for
Special Notice form is available from the
court clerk.
Attorney for Petitioner:
Robert K. Roskoph, Esq.
2479 E. Bayshore Road, Ste. 155
Palo Alto, CA 94303
(650) 321-5000
(PAW June 5, 12, 19, 2020)

Magali Gauthier

Second Harvest CEO Leslie Bacho, who led the San
Francisco-Marin Food Bank
through the Great Recession in
2008, said the almost overnight,
dramatic increase in need is
“unprecedented.”
“You suddenly have so many
people who just a week ago
thought they were pretty financially secure,” she said. It’s hard
“to suddenly be out of work
and really worried about: Are
you going to be able to keep
your housing? Are you going
to be able to find food for your
family?”
The coronavirus also forced
Second Harvest to dramatically
transform its operations. Farmers
market-style distribution sites had
to be reconfigured into socially
distanced drive-thrus to prevent
the spread of the virus. They
started delivering food to thousands of homebound low-income

seniors. They stopped accepting
canned food donations from the
community.
With most volunteers — who
made up 40% of Second Harvest’s
workforce — unable to come in
during the shelter-in-place, the
nonprofit relied on the United
States Army National Guard,
temporary workers and staff from
partner agencies to sort and package food.
“Everything changed overnight,” Second Harvest spokesperson Diane Baker Hayward
said.
Three months after the Bay
Area started sheltering at home,
demand for food has not let up —
and Second Harvest expects the
need to continue for more than a
year.
To illustrate a day in the life of
a food bank during COVID-19, a
Palo Alto Weekly journalist and
photojournalist spent a day at Second Harvest, following the critical
lifeline of food as it made its way
from boxes in warehouses to the
hands of needy families.

Strawberries, peaches, lettuce, cantaloupe and other produce are
delivered to the Avenidas Rose Kleiner Center in Mountain View on
June 16.

by name. Many visitors became
volunteers themselves.
Now, families quickly pass
through in their cars to pick up
the pre-packaged boxes: one with
a selection of fruits and vegetables
and another with dairy and items
like tortillas, beans and peanut
butter, plus a bag of meat.
As a warehouse worker unloads
boxes in the back parking lot, a
group of about 17 volunteers wash
their hands, put on gloves and
gather for a brief orientation.
“The most important thing is
we treat our members with dignity and respect,” Janice Soderberg,
the volunteer leader for the Mountain View site, tells the group.
Also important, she tells them,
is putting on new gloves any time
they touch their faces or phones.
“As restrictions loosen, I actually think people are more vulnerable,” Soderberg said. “We don’t
want to ease up. We need to be
as careful as we’ve always been.”
The volunteers split into groups
of three. To minimize contact, as
cars drive through, one person
talks to the driver (many in Mandarin or Spanish), another opens
the trunk and a third puts the
boxes in the car.
On the other side of the parking lot, delivery drivers start filling their cars with boxes to bring
to about 120 Mountain View
residents. Since March, Second
Harvest has rapidly expanded
what was a limited home delivery
service to now reach upwards of
6,000 people.
By 9 a.m., a line of cars forms
in the parking lot. People without
a car go to a walk-up area, where
they unpack boxes and put the
food, cartons of milk and eggs
into their own bags. One man uses
a children’s stroller to transport
his food; another woman, a large
grocery store shopping cart.
Ines Varela, a longtime Mountain View resident, said she’s
come to the senior center for food
for several years. She’s also a regular Second Harvest volunteer.
She said the fresh food has been
a big help during the coronavirus
shutdown. A typical Second Harvest recipient gets $245 worth of
free groceries every month.
“The food is good,” she said in
Spanish. “Everything they give us
here is very good.”
Bernard Cabute went through
the drive-through to pick up food
for his 70-year-old mother, who
was sitting in the back seat of the
car.
“They’re helping her out a lot,”
he said of Second Harvest. “It’s
making her really healthy, too.
She’s eating a lot of vegetables,
healthy food.”
The Mountain View site typically serves about 250 people; it’s
also a location that’s continuing
to see a rise in numbers, Second
Harvest said.

10 a.m.
In a back corner of Second
Harvest’s Curtner warehouse in
San Jose, a well-oiled assembly
line of National Guard service
members in army fatigues packs

Upfront

Magali Gauthier

Second Harvest of Silicon Valley volunteer Gautam Inaganti
checks in clients in line for food at Avenidas Rose Kleiner Center in
Mountain View at around 9 a.m. on June 16.
Tamayo said. On Monday, they
sent out 10,000 boxes.
Some of the service members
got called away recently to provide crowd control at the Black
Lives Matter protests, but they’re
continuing to fill in at Second
Harvest as the nonprofit works
to rebuild its volunteer base.

11 a.m.
On the second floor of the
Curtner warehouse on Tuesday,
a handful of employees sitting in
cubicles are taking calls coming
into Second Harvest’s Food Connection hotline.
In late March, their phones
were ringing off the hook with as
many as 1,200 calls a day — 12
times the normal amount. Several
National Guard service members
who speak Spanish, Mandarin,
Cantonese, Tagalog and Vietnamese moved upstairs to help with
translation.
Claribel Chavez, a Food Connection coordinator for Second
Harvest, said the calls were emotional and taxing. It was like listening to people work through the five
stages of grief, she said. She talked

Magali Gauthier

boxes of food that will feed a
family of four for two weeks.
National Guard members who
usually volunteer once a weekend
on the side of full-time jobs have
been sorting and packaging food
full time for three months. In
March, Gov. Gavin Newsom deployed nearly 500 service members to food banks across six Bay
Area counties on a humanitarian
support mission.
Battling food insecurity during
a public health crisis is a first-ofa-kind deployment for this particular unit. The 129th Rescue
Wing, which is based at Moffett
Field in Mountain View, is usually activated for search and rescue missions.
“We’re here to support the state
of California,” said Major Alfred
Tamayo, who works in sales in
the semiconductor industry. “Being able to do this humanitarian
support for our local community
is even better.”
He oversees a team of about 37
National Guard members at the
warehouse during the day and 15
more during a swing shift. They
assemble up to 250,000 pounds
of food a day for distribution,

Volunteer David Carter packs frozen poultry into plastic bags at Cypress Center, one of the nonprofit’s
San Jose warehouses, at around 1:45 p.m. on June 16.
to people who were in shock at losing their jobs. Many felt ashamed,
never having needed food assistance before. Others took their
stress out on her and other staff.
“One morning you’d get someone angry, someone who was
worried, somebody crying because they lost their job, who
didn’t have money for their rent
... and then you’d get the clients
who were just so overwhelmed
with joy because they got a box of
food,” Chavez said.
A former Second Harvest recipient, Chavez saw herself in many
of their stories.
“I’ve been there before. I encourage other people, ‘It’s not always going to be like this. You’re
not always going to be struggling,’” she said.
The hotline now receives about
250 calls a day. The staff and volunteers answer questions about
where to get food, help people

Magali Gauthier

National Guard Airman First Class Ethan Comley moves a pallet of prepared boxes at the agency’s
Curtner Center warehouse in San Jose at around 11 a.m., June 16.

apply for the state’s CalFresh
food-assistance program and assure them that they have access to
free groceries regardless of their
income and citizenship status.
The Food Connection hotline is
open Monday-Friday, 8 a.m. to 5
p.m., by calling 1-800-984-3663.

1:30-4:30 p.m.
Volunteers are the backbone
of Second Harvest. The majority
of volunteers — large corporate
groups and seniors — all but disappeared when shelter order began in late March.
But volunteers, both veterans
and first timers, have since started to come back. They’re now
trained and consolidated in a single location, the Cypress Center.
Mary Ellen Carter said she
started volunteering during the
shutdown.
“It’s such a great need right
now,” she said. “It’s good to give
back in whatever way you can,
not only monetary but with your
time.”
On Tuesday afternoon, she
and other volunteers fill the San
Jose warehouse in socially distanced groups, bagging frozen
chicken to go out to distribution
sites. They’re joined by the 144th
Fighter Wing National Guard
group from Fresno.
Cat Cvengros, Second Harvest’s
vice president of marketing, said
the organization is now grappling
with its short- and long-term future. Even the shift to boxes requires an enormous human investment that will be difficult to
sustain, but returning to the hightouch farmers market concept
doesn’t feel safe yet. When the
National Guard leaves, Second
Harvest will have to backfill with
more and longer volunteer shifts.
And she doesn’t expect the demand to drop any time soon.
“It’s a crisis,” Cvengros said.
“We don’t even know what the
next month looks like. As people
continue to deplete their savings,
we will see our numbers rise.”

2:30 p.m.
On Tuesday afternoon, a
masked Leslie Bacho sits in her
office, a few steps away from the
volunteers and National Guard,
preparing for a Zoom board
meeting later that afternoon.
Second Harvest’s leadership is
now working through its greatest challenge: how to sustain the
unprecedented demand.
“For now we’re just trying to
bring in the resources we can to
meet this very immediate need,
but it’s going to be an immediate
need for probably the next 12 to
18 months,” she said.
The organization’s expenses
have also shot up dramatically
— food expenses were up over
140% of the budgeted amount in
April, not including additional
spending on staff or cleaning and
PPE supplies — though donations have remained strong during the pandemic.
For Bacho, who has worked
in food banks for more than
two decades, the coronavirus
has thrown into sharp relief an
already deep food insecurity
crisis in Silicon Valley. The root
causes of that crisis — housing
costs, wage disparity, the steep
challenges of making a living
wage in the region — will remain after the public health concerns fade, she said.
“We already had so many
people who were working and
still really not earning a wage
that made it possible for them
to also be able to support their
families or support themselves.
Now, even when people start to
go back to work, it’s going to be
a long time before people really
recover from this kind of economic devastation,” she said.
“It’s going to take a long time to
get back to a financially stable
place.” Q
Staff Writer Elena Kadvany
and Chief Visual Journalist
Magali Gauthier can be emailed
at ekadvany@paweekly.com and
mgauthier@paweekly.com.
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Police
(continued from page 5)

Celebrate Pride
with Avenidas!

are “acting with the appropriate
level of urgency.”
“I hope something as serious
as this would motivate the city
to provide something better than
these vague platitudes we’ve seen
so far,” Yu said.
While the conversation about
the department’s long-term future will unfold over the coming
months, the council is hoping to
make faster progress on some of
the other reforms, including adopting the policies in the 8 Can’t Wait
campaign. The policies are: ban
chokeholds and strangleholds, require de-escalation, require warnings before shooting, require officers to exhaust all alternatives
before shooting, require officers to
intervene and stop excessive force
when used by other officers, ban
shooting at moving vehicles, require a use-of-force continuum and
require comprehensive reporting.
While the department claims it
already has policies that largely
mirror those in the 8 Can’t Wait
platform, the campaign website
asserts the city only has adopted
two of the eight. Last week, however, the city remedied the biggest
discrepancy when it banned officers from using neck holds.
Regardless of the city’s written
policies, several recent incidents
and police audits suggest that
some of the policies pertaining
to de-escalation and intervening
aren’t always followed.

LGBTQ Empowerment
and Connections Group

Veronica Weber

Councilman Eric Filseth framed
it as a way to explore best practices for policing.
“We have one of the most educated, best trained police departments in the state of California,”
Filseth said. “It seems to me we
ought to be looking for best practices on how we do everything.”
Numerous public speakers
pushed back against this characterization and pointed to recent
instances when police officers
violently arrested residents, including the February 2018 arrest of Gustavo Alvarez at the
Buena Vista Mobile Home Park.
The council last year approved a
$572,500 settlement with Alvarez. The department is now the
subject of an FBI investigation
over the incident, according to a
report by NBC Bay Area. (Police
Chief Robert Jonsen and City Attorney Molly Stump declined to
confirm the investigation when

asked about it on Monday night).
For the second straight week,
numerous speakers called on the
city to fire Agent Thomas DeStefano, who was involved in three
use-of-force incidents that led
to complaints (two have already
prompted settlements), and to revoke the pension of Sgt. Wayne
Benitez, who was involved in the
Buena Vista arrest.
One speaker, Robert Vetter, argued that Palo Alto is a town built
on systemic racism, which still
exists today. He criticized the culture of the police department and
urged the council to address past
practices, like the housing strategy of redlining, that have exacerbated community inequalities.
“Whether or not we are directly responsible for it, it’s our job
now to try to fix it and to reckon
with that,” Vetter said. “Every
minute we’re not doing that is
contributing to further inequity
in this town.”
Resident Dhara Yu cited the
FBI investigation and said she
hopes the city and the department

A Palo Alto Police Department vehicle heads down Forest Avenue
outside the department’s headquarters.
The Alvarez incident, for example, was not reported as a useof-force incident but only became
publicized because Alvarez captured it using his home surveillance system. Even though the
department uses both body cameras and vehicle cameras to ensure accountability, officers don’t
always turn the cameras on and
the footage rarely gets released to
the public, notwithstanding recent
state laws that aim to promote police transparency.
The council assigned the task
of making sure the department
follows the 8 Can’t Wait policies
to its Human Relations Commission, which was also charged
with putting together a report on

LAW ENFORCEMENT

Social Clubs

Commission calls for
swift police policy changes

Lesbian Social Group

Palo Alto panel recommends council
implement measures in 90 days

Friendly Men
Social Walking Group

by Sue Dremann

Virtual Town Hall
Presentations
Friendly Visitor/
Pen Pal Program
PRIDE 2020 Celebration

For dates and details,
please call (650) 289-5417 or
visit www.avenidas.org
450 Bryant Street, Palo Alto
With support from the County of Santa Clara,
"vwViv /+Ƃvv>ÀÃ
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A

s protesters took to Palo
Alto streets on June 11
to demonstrate against
police brutality aimed at black
people and other people of color,
members of the Human Relations
Commission met to recommend
reforms and oversight of the city’s
law enforcement agency.
The commission voted to deliver a letter to the City Council
urging study and implementation
of key reform policies within 90
days, and members resolved to
take an active role in police reform and to ensure broad community engagement.
“The Human Relations Commission is the voice of the community. We take the pulse of the
community,” said commission
Chair Kaloma Smith, pastor of
the University AME Zion Church.
“We have to do a lot of listening in
this process.”
The commission’s letter will
recommend the city study and
implement 8 Can’t Wait policies within 90 days, a set of reforms that the campaign asserts
will reduce police violence. The
commission is also calling on the
council to consider banning the

hiring of police candidates who
have prior disciplinary actions
against them; review the Police
Department’s disciplinary and
hiring policies; and direct the department to not promote employees who have disciplinary actions.
The commission also agreed to
ask the council to divert funding
from the Police Department to
support social-service programs
either independently or through
the city’s Community Services
Department in the new fiscal year.
More broadly, the commissioners plan to call on the city to begin
a robust diversity and inclusion
program that would start with implicit and structural bias training
with all levels of city staff and city
commissions, using a program
that is “data driven.”
Smith is hopeful that reforms
will happen, noting that the council is already taking action on
policing and racial reforms, moving from resolutions to plans and
potentially enacting policy and
action.
“Those are good signs for those
who watch the politics of Palo
Alto,” he said. “I have never been
so engaged with the City Council,

the history of Palo Alto’s black
community. The council also directed the Public Art Commission
to explore honoring diversity and
supported a community effort to
paint “Black Lives Matter” or a
similar message near the city’s
King Plaza at City Hall.
“We are really just scratching
the surface,” said Mayor Adrian
Fine, who made the motion to
pursue the various efforts. “It’s
unfortunate that we are dealing
with it after tragedies, but it’s
nonetheless supremely important,
so I think we have to continue
asking these questions.” Q
Staff Writer Gennady Sheyner
can be emailed at gsheyner@
paweekly.com.
city management and the chief of
police as in the last two weeks. I
sense a resolve to get something
done of significance.”
Commissioner Steven Lee,
who was instrumental in forming a policing ad hoc committee
for the commission, said that he
is also seeing more commitment
on the part of the city after years
of resistance.
He noted that when the state
Legislature passed Senate Bill
1421 in 2018 to broadly allow the
release of records associated with
police over excessive use of force,
sexual assault and dishonesty, the
city of Palo Alto held back records
made prior to the effective date of
the bill. It withheld the records
pending the outcome of lawsuits
throughout the state, even though
the bill included all records.
Lee recalled that he and Smith
expressed concerns when the issue came to light. Other police departments, such as Redwood City,
took a more transparent approach
and did release the older records.
Palo Alto only released them after
a court decision, he said.
“There was resistance to reform
even when there was some legislation,” he said.
With excessive use of force
and race relations now being the
issues of the moment, Lee said
he is glad his colleagues and the
council are taking a more serious
look at the issues.
“The proof will be in the pudding if they want to follow up on
it,” he said. Q
Staff Writer Sue Dremann
can be emailed at sdremann@
paweekly.com.

Upfront

anta Clara County Supervisor Joe Simitian announced
on June 12 a package of
new policies aimed at curbing police violence and excessive use of
force, calling it a necessary step to
improve local law enforcement in
the wake of nationwide protests.
The proposals would require
the Santa Clara County Sheriff’s
Office to revise its use of force
policies to be consistent with the
8 Can’t Wait campaign, a series
of reforms that organizers say
could reduce the rate and severity
of officer-involved violence. The
proposals would also prohibit the
hiring of officers with a history of
excessive force and would curtail
or eliminate the use of tear gas and
rubber bullets on protesters.
The long list of changes, if approved, would affect all Sheriff’s
Office staff, including correctional
officers, but would not extend to
city law enforcement agencies
within the county. Individual cities, including Palo Alto, have considered similar policy changes in
recent days.
Simitian’s proposal comes on
the heels of massive, ongoing public demonstrations over the death
of George Floyd, a black man
who was killed in the custody of
a white Minneapolis police officer
last month.
In a Friday press conference,
Simitian said Floyd’s death was

“deeply disturbing” and inherently
inconsistent with equal justice under the law and that such tragedies
are common for communities of
color. His hope, he said, is that the
community can turn the public
outrage into real change.
“The question that arises after
any tragedy of this sort is after
the protests — after the anger and
despair and grief that people feel
has been shared — will we be able
to translate all of that into some
measure of resolve to step up and
do better?” Simitian said. “It is my
belief that it is absolutely essential,
and this is a moment in time where
we have to step up and do better.”
The raft of changes put forth by
Simitian, which will be voted on by
the Board of Supervisors on Tuesday, June 23, would compel the
Sheriff’s Office to review its use
of force policies and make changes
to be consistent with 8 Can’t Wait.
This includes bans on chokeholds
and shooting at moving vehicles,
as well as stringent requirements
that officers de-escalate situations
before using force.
Simitian also is seeking to prevent the Sheriff’s Office from
hiring officers with either a history of excessive force or serious
complaints of misconduct; create a
public inventory of all armaments
owned by county departments;
limit acquisition of “military style”
weapons; and ban or limit the use

of rubber bullets and tear gas as a
method of crowd control.
The use of military equipment
by police departments has been
particularly controversial over the
last decade, as dozens of Bay Area
police departments have acquired
surplus military equipment — at
no cost — through a federal program. The Sheriff’s Office used
the program to buy camouflage
and reflex sights.
Simitian said he informed the
Sheriff’s Office of his proposal
but had yet to discuss the policy
changes in detail with law enforcement officials. Representatives
from the Sheriff’s Office did not
immediately respond to requests
for comment.
Since the death of Floyd, police
reform advocates and city leaders
across the country have increasingly questioned the outsized role
that law enforcement agencies play
as first responders, in many cases
handling calls related to homelessness, drug abuse and mental health
crises rather than dangerous criminal activity.
Simitian said the county has
highly trained experts in the fields
of social services and health care
who are better suited to handle all
of these incidents and that “armed
law enforcement” is not always the
best option to respond to all emergencies. His request is that the
county restructure its emergency
response system so that law enforcement is the backup — not the
first option — in these incidents.
In a statement, Simitian wrote
that he supports responsible law
enforcement that keeps residents
safe and recognizes the risks and
challenges police face, but he said
that the county must act against
inherent problems in the criminal
justice system.
“There can be no doubt ... that
our criminal justice system is

Cubberley

location elsewhere.
“We have found space for the
majority of the tenants,” O’Kane
said. “It may not in all cases be as
big as the space they had before
or as ideal as the space they had
before, but our goal was to ensure
they have the space to continue
their operations.
Councilman Greg Tanaka, who
dissented, suggested that the city

shouldn’t take funding away from
the school district and proposed
that the two parties go back to the
negotiating table.
“I would’ve wanted a more collaborative (process), versus an
ultimatum-type of negotiation,”
Tanaka said. Q
Staff Writer Gennady Sheyner
can be emailed at gsheyner@
paweekly.com.

LAW ENFORCEMENT

Reforms proposed for
county Sheriff’s Office
Planned changes head to Board of
Supervisors for a vote on June 23
by Kevin Forestieri

S

(continued from page 7)

participated in the planning exercise last year, said it’s “incredibly
disappointing to essentially be going backward, which is what we’re
doing.”
“I think it’s understandable,
given the situation we’re in,” she
added.
Mayor Adrian Fine shared her
sentiment.
“This is not where any of us
want to be, but the circumstances
are driving some of our decisions
here,” Fine said.
Despite its disappointment, the
council was pleased to learn Monday that many of the tenants that
currently occupy the community
center will be able to remain there.
In some cases, the school district
has offered them leases. In others,
the city was able to find space for
them on the city’s 8 acres.
Kristen O’Kane, director of
the Community Services Department, said the Palo Alto Humane
Society is still evaluating its option for a new Cubberley location,
while the Palo Alto Community
of Christ Church is looking for a
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deeply flawed — that existing policies not only allow abuse, but, in
some instances, actually foster it,”
Simitian said. “Law enforcement
officials will inevitably do harm if
the policies which guide them in
the performance of their duties are
inherently flawed.”
Though the changes are meant
to reduce abuse of force by law enforcement and its disproportionate
impact on communities of color,
Simitian told reporters candidly on
June 12 that he has “no illusions”
that his policy proposals will solve

the problems in their entirety.
But he said now is the time to
make improvements that are largely common sense.
“I felt, and feel, that it is important that we act with urgency
— that this not simply become a
story that fades from the headlines
in weeks and months, as is often
the case,” he said. Q
Staff Writer Kevin Forestieri
of the Mountain View Voice, the
Weekly’s sister publication, can
be emailed at kforestieri@mvvoice.com.

CityView
A round-up

of Palo Alto government action this week

City Council (June 15)

Cubberley: The council approved a $2.7 million lease with the Palo Alto Unified
School District for Cubberley Community Center but directed staff to shorten
the lease duration from 54 to 30 months. Yes: Cormack, DuBois, Filseth, Fine,
Kniss, Kou No: Tanaka
Police: The council directed its Human Relations Commission to lead the
city’s effort on reviewing Palo Alto Police Department policies for consistency
with the 8 Can’t Wait platform and to put together a report about the black
community’s history in Palo Alto. It also directed staff to return at a later date for
a discussion about possible changes in the department’s service model. Yes:
Unanimous

City Council (June 16)

Smoking: The council approved a ban on vaping equipment and flavored
tobacco, with no exceptions for adult-only stores.
Yes: Cormack, Filseth, Kou, Tanaka No: DuBois, Fine, Kniss
Sustainability: The council supported staff’s effort to continue studying
proposed measures for reducing greenhouse gas emissions by 80% by 2030
from the 1990 baseline. Yes: Unanimous

Utilities Advisory Commission (June 17)

Sustainability: The commission discussed the city’s effort to install advanced
metering infrastructure Action: None
Sustainability: The commission discussed the 2020 Sustainability and Action
Plan update. Action: None
Water: The commission discussed the city’s water system operations. Action:
None

City Council (June 17)

Cubberley: The council agreed in a closed session to lengthen the duration
of the Cubberley Community Center lease from 30 months to 54 months,
consistent with the lease agreement that the school board approved in May.
The council plans to approve the lease on its “consent calendar” next week.
Yes: Unanimous

Sr Tech Support
Engineer
Symphony Communication
Services LLC seeks Sr.
Technical Support Engineer
- API Specialist to Review
Kibana and Splunk bug
reports and debug unified
communications software
API for Lync, Skype and
Cisco platforms. Monitor
application services on AWS
& Google Cloud. Diagnose
and resolve API issues.
Master’s Degree or equiv.
in Computer Science. Mail
resumes to 1117 S California
Ave, Palo Alto, CA 94304 or
email resumes to apply@
symphony.com. Job code
ri20200501

Today’s local
news &
hot picks
Fresh news
delivered to your
inbox daily
Sign up today at
PaloAltoOnline.com/
express

The Palo Alto Weekly offers advertising for
Employment, as well as Home and Business Services.
Please call 650.223.6597 or email
digitalads@paweekly.com for more information.
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Spectrum
Editorials, letters and opinions

Guest Opinion

Please open Foothills Park to all
by Geoff Paulsen

A

s a member of the Lee family who owned the property
that became Foothills Park
and as a park
ranger
who
worked there
for seven years,
I hope to show
you, the residents of Palo
Alto, why the
current exclusionary admission policy must change.
For 30 years, I — along with
four generations of 15 cousins and
various other relatives — lived on
a unique family compound in the
Palo Alto foothills we called Boronda Farm.
My grandmother Dorothy Lee,
a lover of open space, rescued the
land that is now Foothills Park
from becoming a development
that would have turned the Palo
Alto hills into a suburban landscape with no parks or trails for
the public. She was a force to be
reckoned with and put her foot
down with my grandfather Dr.
Russel Lee (founder of PAMF)
and refused to sell her share to developers in the 1950s. They ended
up giving about 1,000 of the park’s
1,400 acres to the city for $1,000
per acre. Palo Alto voters eventually passed a measure to create

the park, including a provision
that the park be for their exclusive
use. This exclusionary policy was
never my grandmother’s intent.
Neighboring cities (Portola Valley and Los Altos Hills) were approached and asked to help purchase land for the park, but they,
being less than five years old and
poorly funded, declined. Palo Alto
was in the unique financial position to purchase the property because it incorporated early enough
to buy into income-generating hydroelectric and water projects in
the Sierra Foothills.
I worked as a ranger at the park
for seven years, and to my dismay,
I frequently was required to turn
away eager potential visitors. I
grew up on Boronda Farm, which
was incorporated into Foothills
Park, and was saddened that the
greater public could not enjoy my
childhood home. I saw the anger
and disappointment on the faces of
the thousands I turned away. Families could not eat their picnics on
the many picnic tables. Couples
could not enjoy the trails. Every
look I received underscored my
desire to change this policy.
As my wife and I volunteered
with children from East Palo
Alto, I realized that they were
being deprived of opportunities
to be educated about the natural

world. On my days off, I took
less privileged children on hikes
in Foothills Park, and if the entrance policy had been different,
they also could have gone on their
own with their families. The staff
of Palo Alto’s Division of Parks
and Open Space are dedicated to
helping people understand nature.
Opening Foothills Park will provide more opportunities for them
to do so.
During my time working at
Foothills Park, some persons close
to me experienced mental health
crises. Although a walk in the
park will not cure an acute mental
health episode, studies have shown
that spending time in a beautiful
outdoor setting is beneficial to
one’s mental health. During stressful times, like the one we are experiencing now with this pandemic,
opening Foothills Park will help
more people benefit from the healing powers of nature.

Letters

capita funding across school districts, such that public schools
in East Palo Alto operate under
the same budget constraints as
public schools in Palo Alto?
And how many of us would be
willing to think creatively about
ways to welcome private support for public education — for
example, Palo Alto’s Partners
in Education (PiE), which over
the years has raised millions
of dollars for Palo Alto schools
— without widening the gap
between the haves and the have
nots.
I appreciate the lure of individual acts of kindness and
the self-satisfaction that comes
with it, but if we’re serious
about reform, individuals acting
alone — no matter how many
— will never achieve the kind
of foundational change we need
to combat the biases of history.
What we need instead is a stronger, broader and more inclusive
sense of community — a bond
that keeps us focused on what,
collectively, we need.
Ted Glasser
St. Claire Drive, Palo Alto

A case of excessive
force?

Beyond protests
Editor,
I’ve been impressed by the
outpouring of support — locally, nationally and even globally — for the Black Lives Matter movement. I’m impressed by
the protests, the vigils and the
statements of solidarity from
organizations and groups of all
kinds. I’m proud of my daughter,
a recent Gunn High School grad,
who spent many hours marching in the name of justice. But
I wonder how and when these
public expressions of outrage
will manifest themselves as
political action that makes a
difference. To be specific and
concrete, if we’re serious about
combating systemic racism, how
can we continue to ignore one
of the most blatant and consequential examples of it: funding of public education. How
many of us would be willing
to mobilize support for legislation that mandates equity in per
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A common myth about
the environment
Visitors do not cause the majority of environmental damage, since
most of them use a very small part
of the park.
As a park ranger, I learned
that it was the park’s construction and operation — not its visitors — that have done most of the

Editor,
Thirty five years ago, Palo Alto
was renowned for its forward
thinking and enlightened police department. Palo Alto had one of the
first sex crimes departments in the
nation. It was also a proving ground
for what was called community policing. I don’t know whether there
was racial profiling, but I do know
that the kind of excessive use of
force that we’ve recently been hearing about just didn’t happen in Palo
Alto at that time.
About the time when Lynn Johnson became chief of police, something happened. Part of the shift
had to do with the fact that when
I was growing up here, most of the
officers either lived in Palo Alto or
nearby. With few exceptions, they
don’t anymore. But also, the whole
tenor of the department changed.
The police got nasty. Not all at
once, but it was most disheartening
to see this trend develop over time.
A couple years ago, random,
disheveled cars started showing up on our street. They were

environmental damage:
Q Soil and rock from a ridge
were bulldozed away and used
to fill a valley to make a shallow lake, which leaked. During
a drought, it was secretly filled
with Yosemite water from Hetch
Hetchy Reservoir at night, so no
one would see.
Q A valley with magnificent bay
trees was overwatered, killing the
trees. During a drought, it was
“watered” with green dye from a
former military tanker truck.
Q A huge concrete water tank up
on Page Mill Road was emptied
rapidly and recklessly, creating a
huge hillside erosion scar, which
is now hidden by poison oak but
continues to threaten downstream
salmon habitat with silt.
Q As the one responsible for
re-introducing controlled burns
to the park, I saw how excluding
these burns modified the ecology
and created wildfire hazards.

When the citizens of Palo Alto
voted to buy Foothills Park in
1959, lynching was still a frequent
practice in the United States. People of color had no protection under the Civil Rights Act, nor were
they covered by the Voting Rights

Act. The poor and elderly had little
access to health care, and the disabled had no protection under the
Americans With Disabilities Act.
Times have dramatically changed
in my lifetime.
As a child, I found a Native
American grinding pestle on
Boronda Farm. When I hold that
pestle, I think about how Foothills Park’s original habitants were
forced off the land. This followed
the same pattern of injustice as
when African Americans were
told by Realtors that there were
no homes available in Palo Alto.
Injustice follows injustice.
We have a responsibility to exercise justice. The time is now —
there is an outcry in our country
for justice, as seen every day over
the past three weeks in the protests
for Black Lives Matter. To reference Dr. Martin Luther King, the
long arc of the moral universe is
bending toward justice.
Please stand with the many
community leaders who are working to break an unjust pattern of
the past. Please encourage the Palo
Alto City Council to open Foothills Park to the diverse Bay Area
community.
Geoff Paulsen is a board
member of Canopy and lives in
Cupertino. You can email him at
geoffpaulsen@yahoo.com.

somehow associated with a nonEnglish speaking young man. He
was allegedly trying to use an app
to rent the cars to tourists. What
he was doing was not legal, but I
doubt he understood that.
Finally the police showed up,
sirens wailing and guns at the
ready. I stepped outside my house
to see a very aggressive and obnoxious officer yelling and using

way more force on this man than
was even remotely necessary.
“You’re going to jail!” I’m sure
that this young man had no idea
what the officer was saying.
From my perspective, it looked
like the officer had a superhero
fantasy he was acting out. Is something broken with PAPD? Yep.
Deb Goldeen
Birch Street, Palo Alto

The time for change
is now

WHAT DO YOU THINK?
The Palo Alto Weekly encourages comments on our coverage
or on issues of local interest.

Should Palo Alto
integrate its police and
fire departments?
Submit letters to the editor of up to 300 words to letters@paweekly.com.
Submit guest opinions of 1,000 words to editor@paweekly.com. Include your
name, address and daytime phone number so we can reach you.
We reserve the right to edit contributions for length, objectionable content,
libel and factual errors known to us. Anonymous letters will generally not be
accepted. Submitting a letter to the editor or guest opinion constitutes a granting
of permission to the Palo Alto Weekly and Embarcadero Media to also publish it
online, including in our online archives and as a post on Town Square.
For more information, contact Editorial Assistant Lloyd Lee at llee@paweekly.
com or 650-223-6526 or Editor Jocelyn Dong at editor@paweekly.com.
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Guest Opinion

Is the City Council working for residents or city staff?
by Mickie Winkler

A

s the City Council formulates the Palo Alto
budget, members should
remember: The question is not
“What services
can Palo Alto
frantically cut
short term to
save money?”
The question is
“How can we
improve our
city long term?”
Nothing I
have seen from the council directly
addresses that most obvious goal. I
know the job is incredibly difficult,
but council members were elected
to do a difficult job.
The council needs to remember that the city manager and the
unions represent city staff. The
council members represent us.
They need to consider this when
thinking about how the budget
should be cut.
At the very least, they should
consider combining the administration of our police department
with other cities or with the Sheriff’s Department and combining
our fire department with Santa
Clara County’s department as
other proud cities have done. We

FOR SALE
BY OWNER

would save millions of dollars every year in administrative costs
and lose NOTHING in service
because the contracts we negotiate
can reflect our unique goals.
Study the case of the city of San
Carlos in San Mateo County and
see how personal the police force
is, how seamlessly consolidation
with the sheriff was achieved, and
how easy it was to fiddle with the
contract until it was just right.
Our police department does not
deserve the council’s unquestioned
loyalty as proved by the tapes involving Palo Alto police officers
in the case of Gustavo Alverez, the
Buena Vista Mobile Home Park
resident who sued the city after he
was violently arrested in February 2018. Sgt. Wayne Benitez, the
principal offender, was allowed
to retire with full pension, and
the city was successfully sued for
$572,500. One of the officers involved — but never charged — in
that incident went on to allegedly
commit another act of violence,
which may involve Palo Alto in a
$3.8-million lawsuit. Ouch.
The police problem is not new,
you know. The culture of the oh-sopowerful police union in Palo Alto
will not fundamentally change. It

must finally be defrocked.
As for fire, Santa Clara County
(not counting San Jose) has a population of just 900,000 and six fire
departments, with six expensive
administrations to support them.
Is that really necessary?
Fire services are on the brink of
consolidation. Come on, Palo Alto.
Take us all the way. Note:
— We already have one countywide 911 dispatch service.
— We already have a mutual-aid
agreement with Cal Fire and other
cities.
— Four Santa Clara cities already contract with the county for
fire protection.
— Ambulance transport service
is provided countywide by AMR
(with just one exception, the city
of Palo Alto).
The council needs to ask: Is
there opportunity for consolidation here? Are there big bucks to
be saved in our most expensive
departments? Is it worth at least
investigating?
Councilwoman Lydia Kou sent
an email asking what services we
could tolerate cutting. Why should
we cut service? Why not outsource
it? The result? Service might improve! And remember, the people

to whom we outsource those jobs
also want to work.
I remind you that in February
2019, Pets In Need took over the
operation of the Palo Alto Animal
Shelter from the city, which by all
accounts has been a big success.
And we hired Team Sheeper for
operational oversight of Rinconada Pool’s aquatics programming.
Of course, we are free to not renew
that agreement should its excellent track record not be sustained,
which is one huge advantage to
outsourcing. This move proved
that outsourcing brings service as
well as fiscal benefits.
Every opportunity to streamline city staff and reduce the
administrative glut helps to extricate us from the huge burden
of CalPERS (California’s Public
Employees’ Retirement System).
Our CalPERS debt is one of the
largest among cities in the entire
state and is doomed to substantially increase because CalPERS
is increasingly underfunded —
and was substantially underfunded even before our current economic woes. In fact, the only real
solution to even taming that debt
is to reduce the size of our fulltime workforce — on which those

pension obligations are based —
and to not just cut un-pensioned,
lower paid, part-time staff, as you
are doing.
Council members need to ask
themselves, “Do we really need
five PR people on staff?” The answer is “No.” “Do we really need
five recruiters in our HR department, plus support staff?” Of
course not. And we won’t for the
foreseeable future.
Did I really need five separate
inspections from the city when I
had a washer and non-draining
dryer installed in the unit where
I live? And have I just scratched
the surface of the opportunities for
cost-saving reform? Probably.
So I implore the City Council
to start thinking about the big picture; work on reshaping the city to
save us money, without curtailing
services; hire a consultant to design a new organizational model;
and please, take this opportunity
to at least begin extricating the city
from our enormous CalPERS debt.
Thank you. Q
Mickie Winkler is a former
Menlo Park mayor and one
current frustrated Palo Alto
resident. You can email her at
mickie650@gmail.com.

OPEN CONCEPT IN GREAT NEIGHBORHOOD

431 Montwood Circle, Redwood City

SHOWN BY
APPOINTMENT
SAT & SUN

L

ight & airy, this open concept remodeled home
is a "move in ready" dream. A luxury home with
gourmet kitchen and abundance of designer touches
provides a perfect home for families to entertain.
Wide streets, sidewalks & ample garage parking
make this a highly desirable neighborhood. Easy
access to Historic downtown, Stanford, Facebook,
280 and 101.

• 4 br/3 ba, 2000’ open concept, sought after
neighborhood
• Master bedroom w/ensuite, his/her closets, indoor/
outdoor entertainment, backyard with deck

www.431montwood.com for Video, 3D & Photos | Asking $2,525,000

Call Deborah for Virtual or In Person Tour Appointment 650-740-0011
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Ronald John Leung
October 10, 1947 – June 13, 2020
After a courageous battle with
cancer, Ronald Leung aka “Ducky”,
passed away peacefully in his Palo
Alto home surrounded by loved ones.
He was 72 years old. He was born
in Bremerhaven, Germany as the
youngest child of the late Col. James
and Vera Leung. He was raised in Palo
Alto and attended Paly High. Ronald
served his community as a Los Altos
Fireman, Palo Alto Police Officer and as a San Mateo County
Sheriff. In 1971, he opened A+ Auto Glass and in 1972 started an
automotive mechanical and body shop Imperial Auto & Truck
Center. He loved to eat with friends, get togethers, classic cars,
bowling and fishing. He will be remembered for his generosity,
kindness, humor and upbeat attitude.
He is survived by the love of his life Kristine Delacruz, his
sisters Juanita (Bill) Loo and Leilani (Peter) Eng, son Vincent
Leung (deceased), daughter Angela Leung, granddaughter
Isabella Leung-Guerra and several nieces and nephews whom
he loved.
A Celebration of Life will be held in the future. Should friends
desire, contributions may be sent to the American Cancer
Society or the Ecumenical Hunger Program.
PAID

A weekly compendium
of vital statistics

Cottage for Rent
Quiet 1 bedroom 1 bath
cottage in College Terrace,
Palo Alto. Walking distance to
Stanford University. $3350/
month; Call (650) 387-3350.

Sign up today at
PaloAltoOnline.com/express

Palo Alto
June 10-June 17

Advertising deadline is Tuesday at noon.
To place an ad or get a quote,
call 650.223.6597
or email digitalads@paweekly.com.

Answers to this week’s puzzles, which can be found on page 31.

OBITUARY

William Brulé Johnson
July 21, 1934 - May 31, 2020
William Brulé Johnson
died peacefully at home
on May 31, 2020 from
complications of multiple
system atrophy. He was
surrounded by Jane, his
wife of 57 years, and by
daughters Rebecca Hogenhuis and Melissa Johnson. He is also survived by
grandchildren Alexander
and Valentina Hogenhuis.
Bill was born on July
21, 1934, in Rawlins,
WY. He moved at a young age to Southern California but
continued to spend summers in Wyoming with family.
After graduating from Harvard University with a degree in
Physics in 1956, he returned to California for graduate work
in particle physics at UC Berkeley, receiving a PhD in 1963.
That same year, he married Jane and joined researchers at
Stanford Linear Accelerator Center where he remained for
his entire career. His work in high energy physics centered on
hadronic spectroscopy with Group B, evolving from bubble
chambers to the LASS detector. Along with international
collaborators, he authored or co-authored some 75 scientific
papers. Bill recognized early on the importance of the
computing revolution in analyzing the increasingly large
data samples, what we now call “big data.” Eventually, his
abiding interest in scientific computing led him to move away
from experimental data analysis and into the IT department
at SLAC where he led groups on the development of scientific
computing until his retirement.
Bill was a loving husband, a patient father and grandfather,
a true renaissance man with wide interests in literature
and music. He was also an avid tennis player, runner, wine
connoisseur and maker, amateur astronomer, backpacker
as well as witty punster. A thoughtful, quiet man, Bill
didn’t speak much, but what he said was always appreciated
and respected. It came from a brilliant, principled, and
extraordinarily kind man whose penetrating blue eyes
welcomed and reassured. He provided an outstanding
example of a life well lived and will continue to inspire all of
us who knew and loved him.
“If you walk, just walk. If you sit, just sit. But whatever you
do, don’t wobble.”
PAID

OBITUARY
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POLICE CALLS
Violence related
Attempted robbery . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Battery . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Child abuse. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Domestic violence . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Strong arm robbery . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Theft related
Commercial burglaries . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Fraud . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Grand theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Identity theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
Petty theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
Residential burglaries . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
Vehicle related
Attempted auto theft. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Attempted theft from auto . . . . . . . . . . 2
Auto theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5
Bicycle theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 16
Hit and run . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
Lost/stolen plates . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Theft from auto . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10
Vehicle accident/minor injury . . . . . . . . 1
Vehicle accident/prop damage. . . . . . . 3
Vehicle impound . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Vehicle tow . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Alcohol or drug related
Driving under the influence . . . . . . . . . . 1
Drunk in public . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Possession of drugs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Miscellaneous
Found property. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4
Misc. penal code violation . . . . . . . . . . 2
Missing person . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Other/misc. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
Psychiatric subject . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
Trespassing . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Vandalism . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Warrant/other agency . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1

Menlo Park
June 10-June 16
Theft related
Attempted burglary. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Commercial burglaries . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Petty theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
Prowler . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Vehicle related
Auto theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Bicycle theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7
Parking/driving violation . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Theft from auto . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
Vehicle accident/no injury. . . . . . . . . . . 1

VIOLENT CRIMES
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Harriet Street, 10/16, 3:37 p.m.; child
abuse/physical.
Maddux Drive, 5/18, 2:45 p.m.; child
abuse/physical.
Commercial St., 6/6, 9:04 a.m.; strong
arm robbery.
El Camino Real, 6/12, 1:17 a.m.; strong
arm robbery.
Glenbrook Drive, 6/12, 6:15 p.m.; family
violence/battery.
Fabian Way, 6/12, 7 p.m.; attempted
robbery.
Quarry Road, 6/13, 1:46 p.m.; battery/
peace officer.
Homer Avenue, 6/16, 3:29 a.m.;
domestic violence.

OBITUARIES
A list of local residents who
died recently:
Jea n ne
E cker ma n
Larkin, 90, a Palo Alto
resident, died on June 1.
Ronald John Leung, 72,
a former Palo Alto police
officer and longtime Palo
Alto resident, died on June 13.
To read the full obituaries,
leave remembrances and
post photos, go to Lasting
Memories at PaloAltoOnline.
com/obituaries. Q

Cover Story

Lisa Spencer, left, runs her rubs and spices company, Savor Seasoning Blends, out of her East Palo Alto home with her son, Myles, and husband, Dulani. Photo by Sinead Chang.

‘A ll of u s can do som ething’
Local black restaurant owners react to George Floyd protests
By Elena Kadvany
isa Spencer holds her breath
when her youngest son,
Myles, leaves their home in
East Palo Alto.
He’s 15 years old now — not
yet an adult, but old enough for
his parents to sit him down for a
conversation about how to behave
in any interactions with police
officers.
“You have to behave better
than other people,” Spencer tells
her son. “If a policeman comes
up to you, you can no longer be
the person that we raised you to
be, which is to debate things that
you feel are wrong or to fight for
your rights. You have to suddenly
be docile. You can’t move your
arms. You have to just sit there
and be quiet in order to be able to
come home safely. Don’t reach for
anything. Don’t argue.
“In America or any other country in this day and time, that is not
something you should have to be
telling your black children,” she
said.

Claire Mack, 83, is the owner
Spencer runs Savor Season- the Peninsula expressed a mix of
ing Blends, a homemade rubs dismay and hope, at once heart- of Claire’s Crunch Cake in San
and spices company, out of her ened by the momentum driving Mateo. Before she started selling
home with her son and husband. the protests and worried that this her cakes out of her home, she was
She’s been wading through deep will not mark a turning point in a public servant for most of her
life. In 1991,
feelings of
she became
anger, disthe first Afribelief and
‘If a policeman comes up to you ... you can American
helplesswoman to be
ness since
have to suddenly be docile. You can’t elected to San
the death
City
of George
move your arms. You have to just sit Mateo’s
Council and
Floyd,
a
on to
46 -yea rthere and be quiet in order to be able went
become the
old black
city’s first Afman who
to come home safely.’
rican Ameriwas killed
can mayor. A
in police
— Lisa Spencer, owner of Savor Seasoning
plan to build
custody in
Blends, on the advice she gives her son
public housM i n nesot a
ing in north
on May 25.
central San
His death
has sparked impassioned nation- the United States’ long history Mateo, where mostly people of
wide protests, including locally, of violence against black people. color lived at the time, propelled
against police brutality and rac- Each of them condemned the loot- her to run for office. She fought
ing and violence, worried it would to preserve the neighborhood and
ism in America.
In interviews, African Ameri- distract from the underlying mes- for jobs programs for local youth.
Mack has lived in San Mateo
cans who run food businesses on sage of the peaceful protests.

her entire life and has deep roots
in the community. Her mother
and aunts and uncles went to
school with the men who went
on to become the city’s policemen. She’s served on numerous
local boards, commissions and
organizations and won community service awards. Her youngest
daughter is a colonel in the Air
Force, following in the footsteps
of many family members who
have served in the military.
“I served my city as the mayor three times. I believe in this
country. Yet when stuff like this
happens, it’s — excuse me,” she
paused, starting to cry. “It makes
it a very tough road to walk.”
Mack still lives with a
24-hours-a-day, seven-days-aweek fear for her life.
“I’m a person who has very
good relationships with the police
department, at least in my city
and with most police, but there’s
still a fear that when I’m out that
I could be Sandra Bland. That
(continued on page 26)
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Restaurant owners
(continued from page 25)

is a reality,” she said, referring
to an African American woman
who was arrested and died in jail
in Texas following a widely criticized traffic stop in 2015.
When Mack recites the Pledge
of Allegiance, she doesn’t say

feel good about it,” she said.
“They have to say, ‘This isn’t
right. Take your knee off this
person’s neck.’”
She’s felt heartened by the images of law enforcement officials
across the country taking a knee
with protesters, some joining
hands across protest lines, or the
Michigan sheriff who took off
his helmet and walked alongside

‘What gives me hope and heart is
that the marches and the protests
have been multicultural.’
— Claire Mack, owner of Claire’s Crunch
Cake and three-time San Mateo mayor
a peaceful crowd of protesters. In
early June, the East Palo Alto Police Department posted to social
media a video of an officer kneeling with protesting teenagers.
“All police aren’t bad just like
all people aren’t bad but if you
don’t break the chain, then your
silence isn’t going to stop that
organization,” Spencer said. “I
think that was my glimmer of
hope, seeing those police. ... We

Kitchen Cabinet of Silicon Valley, a member of the board of
directors of African American

Community Services Agency and
a volunteer with Hunger at Home,
which serves meals to people in

Courtesy Claire’s Crunch Cake

“with liberty and justice for all.”
She says, “with liberty and justice for some.”
Spencer, who grew up in East
Palo Alto and now works at
Facebook, supports the peaceful
protests but thinks meaningful
change will have to come from
within law enforcement.
“Police have got to say ‘no’
when they see their partners doing these things and they don’t

need more of that.”
Keith Richardson opened
Keith’s Chicken N Waffles in
Daly City almost four years ago,
serving fried chicken legs and
thighs with Belgian waffles, candied yams and mac ‘n’ cheese
that people tell him remind them
of their grandmothers’ cooking.
He’s been feeling a sad form of
deja vu from the Rodney King riots in Los Angeles in 1992.
“To me, it’s kind of a repeat.
The only difference is Rodney
King lived. We didn’t have to see
a man die. As far as the justice
system is concerned, it’s just a repeat,” he said.
The Rodney King riots felt like
an expression of “straight anger,”
he said, while the current protests
have a different feel.
“This hurt is different. This
hurt is a different pain than before,” he said. “This one is you’re
angry but you’re really devastated; you can’t believe what happened right in front of you and
how the other officers just let it
happen.”
Sandra Dailey, a Palo Alto
native who now runs a catering
company in Santa Clara, is active
in the community as the former
president of the Black Leadership

Claire Mack, the first African American mayor of San Mateo, runs a
cake business out of her home.

Along the Peninsula
If you’re looking for other ways to support the black community, now and in the future,
below is a list of Peninsula black-owned food and drink businesses.
The Cocktail Chick, East Palo Alto:
Nicole Steward-Crooks runs this mobile
cocktail service and will deliver mimosas, Georgia peach margaritas and other
drink creations for free within the 650
area code and farther flung for a fee. To
place an order, text 650-307-9301; facebook.com/TheCocktailChick/
The Cookout, Mountain View: The
Cookout, a food truck started by Mountain View native Rod McGee, serves
Southern-style catfish and red snapper
fried in cornmeal batter, as well as “old
English” style beer-battered cod and halibut. 1350 Pear Ave., Mountain View; 650300-9945. View facebook.com/thecookoutft for hours and more details.
BackAYard Caribbean Grill, Menlo
Park: Robert Simpson has built a reputation for quality Jamaican fare at BackAYard, from braised oxtail with fried plantains to Jamaica’s national dish, ackee and
codfish. 1189 Willow Road, Menlo Park;
open for takeout and delivery Mon.-Sat.
11 a.m. to 7 p.m. 650-323-4244; backayard.net/
Coconuts Caribbean Restaurant &
Bar, Palo Alto: Simpson also owns Coconuts, which during the shutdown has
been serving a limited menu of Caribbean fare and to-go cocktails in downtown
Palo Alto. 642 Ramona St., Palo Alto;
open for takeout and delivery Tues.-Sun.
11:30 a.m. to 7 p.m. 650-329-9533; coconutspaloalto.com/index.html
Claire’s Crunch Cake, San Mateo:
Claire Mack’s crunch cakes, modeled after her daughter’s favorite cake from the
now-closed San Mateo bakery Blum’s, are
layered sponge cakes encased in crunchy

honeycomb candy. Blum’s was famous
for its coffee and lemon flavors; she’s
added her own chocolate and strawberry
versions. To place an order, call 650-3448690. Cash only and pick up at her home
in San Mateo. 233 N. Grant St., San Mateo; clairescrunchcake.wixsite.com
The Famous Rib Shack, San Bruno:
Pork and beef ribs, “slabs o’ meat,” brisket
sandwiches and sides like collard greens
with ham are on the menu at this Southern
barbecue restaurant. 223 El Camino Real,
San Bruno; 650-952-2809; facebook.com.
The-Famous-Rib-Shack
Fenn Coffee, Menlo Park: Max Fennell’s small batch coffee roasting company sells fair-trade, organic beans, coldbrew espresso shots and other bottled
coffee drinks, available for purchase
online or at several retail locations (The
Willow’s Market in Menlo Park, Bianchini’s Market in Portola Valley, Delucchi’s
Market in Redwood City, The Market at
Edgewood in Palo Alto, Burlingame Market in Burlingame and Trag’s Market in
San Mateo). fenncoffee.com
Ginger Snap Shots by Stephanie,
East Palo Alto: Stephanie Robinson sells
bottled shots of ginger and fresh-pressed
fruit and vegetable juice mixtures, such as
pear, ginger, lemon, lime and green apple.
stephaniesgingersnapshots.com
Jonathan’s Fish & Chips, East Palo
Alto: This local food truck, which Phyllis
Cooksey opened as a now-closed brickand-mortar restaurant on Willow Road
more than 20 years ago, is still turning
out some of the best fried catfish in the
area, plus fried snapper, prawns, okra and
hush puppies. It’s parked outside College
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Track at 1877 Bay Road, Tues.-Sat. from
11 a.m. to 5 p.m. You can call ahead to
place an order: 650-323-1092; facebook.
com/jonathansfishnchips/
Keith’s Chicken N Waffles, Daly City:
Keith Richardson’s fried chicken, waffles
and sides are available for takeout during
the shutdown. He’s opening a second location in South San Francisco this year that
will serve a Southern breakfast menu. 270
San Pedro Road, Daly City, CA; open for
takeout and delivery Thurs.-Sat. 11 a.m. to
7 p.m. and Sun. 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 415-3477208; keithschickennwaffles.com
Lillie Mae’s BBQ: Rhonda Manning
left a career in the semiconductor industry
for a life in restaurants, cooking recipes
she learned from her grandmother, the
namesake of her business. Her first restaurant, Lillie Mae’s House of Soul Food,
was located in Santa Clara. Lillie Mae’s is
currently delivering smoked beef brisket,
fried chicken, honey cornbread and other
Southern fare to cities, including Santa
Clara, Los Gatos, Sunnyvale and Cupertino on Fridays-Sundays. Orders must be
placed 24 hours in advance; call or text
408-227-7685; lilliemaesbbq.com
MB’s Place, San Carlos: Michael
Brown, a San Francisco native who
grew up in Pacifica, is known for his
award-winning “three-way” chili made
from three types of meats (ground
chuck, chicken and filet mignon) and
white, kidney and black beans. His
chili won top spot at the Palo Alto Chili
Cook Off in 2019, among other local
competitions. Brown also makes tacos,
burgers and other fare. His catering
business, MB’s Place, is open for orders

by calling 415-748-4222 or available for
delivery on doordash.com
Red’s House, Daly City: This Jamaican pop-up dinner series, run by mother
and son duo Sharon and Christopher
Russell, is open for takeout and delivery, serving jerk fried chicken wings,
curried goat stew and a whole fried
escovitch fish. They’re also accepting
donations to provide meals to people in
need during the pandemic. eatreds.com
Savor Seasoning Blends, East Palo
Alto: Order Lisa Spencer’s homemade
rubs, salts, spice blends — and her popular “Vampire” butter with garlic, sea
salt parsley and basil — online for pickup in East Palo Alto or delivery. Also
available at The Market at Edgewood
in Palo Alto and Delucchi’s Market in
Redwood City. savorblends.com
Shampa’s Pies, Pacifica: Haruwn
Wesley named his Pacifica bakery after
his mother-in-law, who told him to “get
out of the water and start baking,” the
website reads. (He’s also an avid surfer.)
His apple cobbler, sweet potato, chocolate cream and other pies are available
for pickup at the bakery and at the Burlingame Farmer’s Market on Sundays.
Call 415-412-3592 to place an order or
order online. 1625 Palmetto Ave, Pacifica; shampaspies.com
True Ethiopian Cuisine Catering,
San Carlos: This local catering company,
which makes traditional Ethiopian dishes with spices imported from Ethiopia,
is also open Thursday-Sunday for pickup
orders (minimum $35). Call 650-3355767 or order online. 113 Garnet Ave.,
San Carlos; trueethiopiancuisine.com.

Cover Story
need. But she can’t help but feel
“paralyzed” at this moment.
“My heart is heavy. I feel fearful for my men in my family,” she
said of her two sons and husband.
This fear is nothing new for
Dailey, who said growing up in
Palo Alto her brothers were often stopped by the police. But
she feels hopeful when she sees
positive police leadership — she
lauded San Jose Chief of Police

this moment feels different only
in terms of “other people showing outrage. But for a black person, no. We’ve been fed up a long
time,” he said.
Yet it’s lit a fire under Fennell,
not unlike Mack three decades
ago. He’s thinking about running
for a seat on the Menlo Park City
Council to have a direct hand in
improving local police-community relations.

‘If anything, this continues to wake
something up inside of myself. People
are frustrated. I’m frustrated.’
— Max Fennell, a professional triathlete
and owner of Fenn Coffee
Eddie Garcia as an example of a
transparent communicator — and
a new level of discourse about
race relations.
For Menlo Park resident Max
Fennell, founder of Fenn Coffee,

Fennell, a professional triathlete who was profiled in The
New York Times as the sport’s
sole African American athlete,
said he’s been pulled over by police four times in his five years

living in Silicon Valley. Once he
was driving down Willow Road
toward Highway 101 with bottles
of Fenn Coffee espresso shots in
his lap. An undercover cop pulled
him over. Hand on his gun, the
officer asked Fennell what was
in his lap. Fennell explained it
was one of his company’s products. He said the police officer
told him he thought it was cough
syrup, and that there had been issues with abuse in the community recently.
“If anything, this continues
to wake something up inside of
myself,” Fennell said. “I think
people are frustrated. I’m frustrated.” He’s now asking himself: “Max, are you just going to
post Instagram posts or are you
going to give up the next four
years and be in service for your
community?”
For people searching for tangible action to take during this
time, Mack urged them to speak
up, to vote, to go to city council
meetings, to get involved in their
communities.

“All of us can do something,”
Mack said.
Asked whether this moment
feels like a turning point, she was
cautiously optimistic.
“At 83, I don’t know. I’m hoping so,” she said. “The election is
going to mean a lot. What gives
me hope and heart is that the
marches and the protests have
been multicultural.

“The marches and the protests,”
she said, “look like America.” Q
Staff Writer Elena Kadvany
can be emailed at ekadvany@
paweekly.com.
About the cover: Menlo Park
resident Max Fennell is the
founder of Fenn Coffee. Photo by
Charlie Russo. Cover design by
Doug Young.

Virtual event to be held on race
and the food business
A panel discussion, “Black Food Matters: Race and Local
Food Entrepreneurs,” with some of the food entrepreneurs featured in this week’s cover story will be held on July 1, 6-7 p.m.,
on Zoom.
Elena Kadvany, author of the Peninsula Foodist newsletter, will
moderate the conversation about the Black Lives Matter movement and the experience of black food business owners in Silicon
Valley. Joining her will be Claire Mack, owner of Claire’s Crunch
Cake in San Mateo and first African American mayor of San
Mateo; Lisa Spencer, owner of Savor Seasoning Blends in East
Palo Alto, and Max Fennell, owner of Fenn Coffee in Menlo Park.
To reserve a spot at the virtual event, go to bit.ly/30YZxp7. Q

RECOGNIZING LOCAL HEROES
LOCAL HERO

LOCAL HERO

Butch Garcia

Rina Bello

Butch is a tireless supporter of Gunn athletics as he gives
countless hours of his time photographing and cheering
on the athletes. Long after his own children graduated,
he has continued to take thousands of photos. During
the past eleven years, Butch has attended countless
games to capture that special moment of the team, the
athletes and their families. We are lucky to have you as
part of the Gunn family! Thank you, Butch.

Rina puts the needs of others ﬁrst. As the head of nonproﬁt Bay Area Cancer Connections, she has ensured that
thousands of breast and ovarian cancer clients, and BACC
volunteers, have received personal calls to check in during
this time of shelter in place. She has rapidly transformed
BACC services into virtual, video, and conference call
offerings, and always works tirelessly to keep the services
free of charge to our community. Thank you, Rina!

Submitted by: Gunn Sports Boosters

Submitted by: Karlette Warner

Have a local hero you want to recognize? Spread the joy and support our journalism efforts by
giving him/her a shout-out in the Palo Alto Weekly. Submit entries at PaloAltoOnline.com/local_hero/

www.PaloAltoOnline.com • Palo Alto Weekly • June 19, 2020 • Page 27

Same Day Viewing Appointments
Saturday & Sunday, June 20 & 21 from 1:00–4:00pm
For potential buyers and real estate agents only, book appointment in advance at
OrchardParkPaloAlto.com or call 650.485.3476 for same day appointment.

569 Maybell Avenue, Palo Alto · $5,295,000

567 Maybell Avenue, Palo Alto · $4,995,000
16 brand-new luxury homes in a location with award-winning schools,
easy access to Highway 101 and Interstate 280 and plenty of nearby
amenities. Each have 5+ bedrooms and finished basements complete
with lounge, wet bar and space for a gym and a home theater.

Each home showing is limited to two people who are currently sheltering in place together and one real estate agent.
All parties must wear masks and obey all social distancing protocols set forth by the Santa Clara County health order,
including making written representations about health and wellness.
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Additional Current Listings
COMING SOON

Italian Villa, Woodside · $28,000,000

408 Eleanor Drive, Woodside · $23,000,000

1500 Cowper Street, Palo Alto · $22,995,000

Bates Ranch Vineyard, Gilroy · $14,200,000

447 Westridge Drive, Portola Valley · $10,995,000

2050 Green Oaks Way, Pescadero · $7,500,000

4152 Baker Avenue, Palo Alto · $5,750,000

728 La Para Avenue, Palo Alto · $4,995,000

3540 Springhill Road, Lafayette · $4,250,000

1540 Walnut Drive, Palo Alto · $3,495,000

Book Your Private Viewing Online at www.Dreyfus.Group
#1 AGENT SILICON VALLEY
Michael Dreyfus
Golden Gate Sotheby’s
International Realty
TOP 100 AGENT GROUP
NATIONWIDE
WSJ / Real Trends

Michael Dreyfus

Noelle Queen

650.485.3476

650.427.9211

m.dreyfus@ggsir.com

n.queen@ggsir.com

Lic. #01121795

Lic. #01917593

Visit www.Dreyfus.Group for more · Each Office is Independently Owned and Operated.
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WHY SUPPORT

LOCAL
JOURNALISM?
Our subscribing members
say it best...

“

Take a bow, Weekly staff, for garnering your well deserved
glory. Without you we would be banging around in the dark not
knowing half of what was going on in town, with our people or at
city hall. That 40th Anniversary issue was dynamite, and Veronica’s
photo essay “Rethinking Waste” was odd and interesting.
Gennady, Sue and Elena, we’ve come to trust that you will be our
eyes and ears day after day, and you do that so well. Bill’s editorials
are our good fortune — and also that he thought up Embarcadero
Media. I have no idea how Jocelyn keeps it all together — it would
make me nuts. I never subscribed but will now, knowing that it
is vital to support all and the Weekly in these and all times. And
thank you Bill for asking for that support.

”

- Winter

Will you join the thousands of others
supporting local journalism?
Now’s your moment to step up when we need you the most.
Subscribe now at PaloAltoOnline.com/join
You can also subscribe for one year by mailing a check for $120
($60 for seniors and students) to us at 450 Cambridge Ave., Palo Alto 94306.
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Across
1 Activity that may use multiple dice, for short
4 Friedlander of “30 Rock”
9 Former Soviet spy org.
12 What the snooty put on
14 “Fingers crossed!”
15 “The Matrix Reloaded” role
16 Esoteric bit of pop culture that’s mired?
18 Do a sub service?
19 Keen observer of surroundings
20 Twitch subscription levels, e.g.
22 “Well, ___-di-dah!”
23 Burger topper
26 Concave cooker
29 Ill-mannered guy
31 Decent stand-in
34 Novelist Patchett
35 MLB figures
37 Entertainment awards acronym
38 Use as a bed
40 Carte lead-in
41 Put on ___
42 “Stay (I Missed You)” singer Lisa
43 “Angels and Earthly Creatures” poet Wylie
45 Tax preparer busy in Apr. (but later this
year)
46 Defunct Microsoft encyclopedia made
obsolete by Wikipedia
48 “Tic ___ Dough”
49 Georgia, from 1921 to 1991 (abbr.)
50 Creature on a slide
52 Word ignored when alphabetizing
54 Rapper whose hologram appeared at
Coachella
56 Improve
61 Abbr. at the bottom of some applications
62 Noodle dish that gears up for
skateboarding?
65 Bustle of activity
66 “Layer Cake” actress Sienna

“That’s the Joint” taking a few. By Matt Jones

This week’s SUDOKU

Answers on page 24.

Answers on page 24.

67 Kirlian photography phenomenon,
supposedly
68 May celebrant
69 Facilitated
70 Tax form ID
Down
1 Shed tool
2 “Escape (The ___ Colada Song)”
3 Bryant Gumbel’s brother
4 “Friends” spinoff
5 Bunk-bed choice
6 12 of 12, briefly
7 Sch. that’s home to the Sun Devils
8 Racetrack advantage, theoretically
9 Notes for sopranos that are only so tall?
10 Equipment
11 Automated programs

13 Move merchandise
14 Country/comedy series with Buck Owens
17 Clergy official
21 Archipelago components
24 Roving adventurously
25 Electric guitar pioneer Paul
26 2008 Pixar film about a robot
27 Ring-making material?
28 Protective covering that released Mega
Man and Street Fighter?
30 Place for paternity testing
32 Backyard buildings popping up now that
people have chickens for pets
33 Battling
36 Pharmaceutical founder Lilly
39 One of two presidents with two Ivy
League degrees

www.sudoku.name

41 Like an angry cat’s back
43 Summer, in France
44 Granola concoction, in some places
47 Falco’s request to Amadeus
51 “Hello” singer
53 “Let’s Roll” jazz singer James
54 Giants or Titans
55 Backtracking computer command
57 Commentator’s page
58 Consequently
59 Some Mr. Potato Head parts
60 “Knives Out” director Johnson
63 “Boyz N the Hood” actress Long
64 Chicago Loop carriers
©2020 Jonesin’ Crosswords (jonesincrosswords@gmail.com)
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734 SENECA STREET, PALO ALTO

2250 WAVERLEY STREET, PALO ALTO

COMING SOON

3 Bed | 3 Bath | Stunning Remodel Blocks to Downtown

1007 N. CALIFORNIA AVENUE, PALO ALTO

FOR SALE

5 Bed | 3.5 Bath | $4,995,000 | 2250Waverley.com

1050 HAMILTON AVENUE, PALO ALTO

FOR SALE

4 Bed | 3 Bath | $4,095,000 | 1007NCalifornia.com

FOR SALE

3 Bed | 2 Bath | $3,295,000 | 1050HamiltonAve.com

A Fresh Approach
Relentless energy. Relevant expertise and results above and beyond expectation
÷ OyOo|sWaOàtM|VBpJtW_sBoOltsBsWdbBpBOoKOÛVBbMpødbBMydKBsOTdoVOo
K_WObspàOoMBsBøMoWyObBbB_|sWKpKdaJWbOMzWsVVOosVdtUVsTt_BllodBKVBbM
deep knowledge set her apart in the industry. Judy is consistently recognized
and honored for her success as an industry leader and named as one of
the Wall Street Journal’s top agents in the United States. She has earned
a legendary level of trust from serving her clients who depend on her from
beginning to end, and beyond, of every transaction.

Judy Citron
650.400.8424
judy@judycitron.com
judycitron.com
DRE 01825569

#26 Agent
Nationwide, WSJ 2019

Rankings provided courtesy of Real Trends, The Thousand list of individual agents by total sales volume in 2018. Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Number 01527235. All material presented herein is intended
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