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raising the
bar to zero
Q: How will Stanford Health Care strive for zero COVID-19 transmissions at our locations
across the Bay Area?
A: By continuing the highest standards of safety.
• Stanford Health Care employees are
tested for COVID-19 using methods
developed by Stanford Medicine. 12,000+
staff members have been tested to date.

• If accommodation is needed prior to or
after testing or care, nearby hotels offer
pre-negotiated rates. Hotel employees
are tested by Stanford Health Care.

• Everyone entering Stanford Health Care
facilities is given a mask and screened
for symptoms of COVID-19. Those with
symptoms are directed to a separate
waiting area.

• Medical teams have sufficient gowns,
gloves, and masks to keep you and
them safe. Hand sanitizer is available
throughout the facilities.

• Appointment check-in/check-out is available
through the MyHealth app, reducing patient
queues and use of shared devices.
• Patients in waiting areas and clinics
are separated by at least 6 feet.
• Each patient is tested prior to planned
procedures and surgeries.

• Enhanced cleaning measures are in place,
utilizing chemicals and UV light.
• Specialized filtration systems eliminate
recirculation of airborne contaminants.
• Secure and simple video visits are being
utilized for routine care, limiting the
number of patients passing through.

It requires continuous innovation and adaptation to create a safe healthcare environment
in a world with a pandemic. We are prepared to care for your health through this one.
stanfordhealthcare.org/resumingcare

Even one person at risk is too much for Stanford Medicine.
—Sam Wald, MD | Vice President and Associate Chief Medical Officer, Stanford Health Care
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Congratulations
to the Top Real Estate
Agents & Teams

in Santa Clara and San Mateo Counties 2019

Brokerage

Organized
as Agent or
Team

Key Team
Members

Total Sales*

Listing Sales

Buyer Sales

DeLeon Team

DeLeon Realty, Inc.

Team

Ken DeLeon
Michael Repka

$811,146,401

$434,887,401

$376,259,000

2

Stanley Lo

Green Banker Realty

Agent

Stanley Lo

$313,987,178

$213,720,178

$100,267,000

3

David Troyer

Intero Real Estate Services

Agent

David Troyer

$208,460,828

$193,079,380

$15,381,448

4

Judy Citron

Compass

Agent

Judy Citron

$203,714,900

$111,222,200

$92,492,700

5

Mary & Brent
Gullixson

Compass

Team

Mary Gullixson
Brent Gullixson

$192,910,000

$137,010,000

$55,900,000

6

Andy Tse

Intero Real Estate Services

Agent

Andy Tse

$184,183,716

$133,268,216

$50,915,500

7

David Lillo

DPL Real Estate

Agent

David Lillo

$158,687,788

$136,596,288

$22,091,500

8

Billy McNair

Compass

Agent

Billy McNair

$156,072,000

$90,242,000

$65,830,000

9

The Patty Dwyer
Group

Compass

Team

Patty Dwyer

$133,016,500

$79,211,500

$53,805,000

10

Keri Nicholas

Parc Agency Corporation

Agent

Keri Nicholas

$120,052,700

$81,107,700

$38,945,000

11

The Hanna Group

Real Estate 38

Team

Zaid Hanna

$117,255,116

$45,843,116

$71,412,000

12

Boyenga Team

Compass

Team

Eric Boyenga
Janelle Boyenga

$114,778,950

$66,266,450

$48,512,500

13

Kathy Bridgman

Compass

Agent

Kathy Bridgman

$113,376,555

$97,966,555

$15,410,000

14

Recip. Team†

"ÕÌvƂÀi>"vwVi

Team

Not Applicable

$108,660,945

$17,680,000

$90,980,945

15

Juliana Lee

JLee Realty

Agent

Juliana Lee

$101,509,488

$31,343,600

$70,165,888

16

Jim Arbeed

Coldwell Banker Realty

Agent

Jim Arbeed

$99,692,276

$75,112,388

$24,579,888

17

Sternsmith Group

Compass

Agent

Casey Sternsmith

$99,409,000

$53,298,000

$46,111,000

18

LeMieux Associates‡

Compass

Team

Tom LeMieux
Jennifer Bitter

$99,328,000

$74,923,000

$ 24,405,000

19

Len Stone Group

KW Peninsula Estates

Team

Len Stone

$99,170,500

$60,761,500

$38,409,000

20

Dave Clark

Keller Williams Realty Silicon Valley

Agent

Dave Clark
Troy Bambino

$97,507,500

$94,107,500

$3,400,000

Ranking

Agent/Team
Name

1

Although all DeLeon Palo Alto sellers work directly with Michael Repka, the DeLeon Team has far more resources and a more
robust staff than any independent contractor agent or small team. That, coupled with our innovative business model, creates
>Þ«iÀ>Ì>ivwViViÃÌ >Ì>ÜÕÃÌ`VÃ`iÀ>LÞÀiÛÕi>`vviÀÀiÃiÀÛViÃÌ >ÌÀ>`Ì>>}iÌÃ°
Nevertheless, clients regularly choose between the DeLeon Team’s integrated model, and the traditional approach practiced
by most other agents and teams, so we believe a direct and transparent comparison is helpful.

Search criteria as compiled by BrokerMetrics® using MLS Data: January 1st, 2019 - December 31st, 2019, Santa Clara County and San Mateo County, Residential Property (Single Family Home,
Condominium, Townhouse, Manufactured Home, Floating Home, Duet Home, Multiple on Lot, Farm/Ranch, Other Residential, Double Wide Mobile Home, Duplex). †Recip is an amalgamation
of many out of the area agents ‡Tom LeMieux operates functionally as a team but splits the team sales amongst the members when reporting sales to the MLS. For purposes of accuracy, we have
/;9.5:10@41?-81?;2@415:05B50A-8919.1>?;2@41151AD@1-9 &;@-8?-81?5:/8A01?.;@4@4185?@5:3?-81?-:0.AE1>?-81?  ;;Ŋ %?-81?C1>15:/8A0105:@41>-:75:3?

Michael Repka | Managing Broker | DRE #01854880 | 650.900.7000 | michael@deleonrealty.com
DeLeon Realty,Inc. | www.deleonrealty.com | DRE #01903224
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RECYCLING
Is More Important an Ever

Recycled Materials Are Feedstocks
for Essential Supplies
e US EPA recently announced that the
manufacturing industry is in dire need of raw
materials to make the products and shipping
supplies we need during this pandemic,
including paper towels, sanitizing wipes,
toilet paper, and packaging for a wide range
of products including boxes for shipping.

TOP TIPS FOR RECYCLING & DISPOSAL

Sort Properly
Properly sort your
waste into your recycle,
compost, and landﬁll
carts. Make sure your
items are empty of
food and liquids.

Break Down
Cardboard Boxes
Remove all packing
material, ﬂatten and
place boxes so that
they ﬁt loosely in your
blue recycle cart.

Learn what goes
where at
www.cityofpaloalto.org/
wgwtools.

For more information, visit

www.cityofpaloalto.org/wgwtools
zerowaste@cityofpaloalto.org
(650) 496-5910
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Avoid Overﬂow
Have too much for
your carts? Please
contact GreenWaste
Customer Service at
(650) 493-4894 or
pacustomerservice@
greenwaste.com to
schedule an additional
pickup or increase your
service level.

Put Masks and
Gloves in the
Garbage
ese items are
not recyclable or
compostable. Place
them in your black
landﬁll cart. Please
do not litter!

Upfront

Local news, information and analysis

What will police reform look like in Palo Alto?
From ‘carotid hold’ policy to ‘de-escalation’
practices, city appears to fall short in some areas
by Gennady Sheyner

A

s the Palo Alto City Council pivots from offering
symbolic support for the
Black Lives Matter movement to
debating real reforms, one question that the city officials have
yet to grapple with is: “What

should change look like?”
Council members offered little
guidance on that point during
their June 8 meeting, when they
passed a resolution in support of
Black Lives Matter and heard
from dozens of residents calling

for reforms to the Palo Alto Police Department. Some speakers criticized the department for
recent incidents involving use of
force, called for Police Chief Robert Jonsen to resign and asked the
council to “defund the police.”
Jonsen countered that the city’s
police department is already
“very progressive” and that its existing policies already align well
with those proposed in reform

campaigns such as “8 Can’t Wait,”
which was launched by the policereform nonprofit Campaign Zero.
Council members generally
agreed with Councilman Eric
Filseth, who called the present
moment a good time for “self-reflection” and to consider ways to
improve police operations. Mayor
Adrian Fine cited “8 Can’t Wait”
and former President Barack
Obama’s “Mayor’s Pledge” (which

asks mayors to review police useof-force policies, engage communities to solicit diverse input,
report findings to the community
and reform police policies) as
good places to start.
Many residents, including Rev.
Kaloma Smith, who chairs the
city’s Human Relations Commission, and Greer Stone, who serves
(continued on page 8)

PUBLIC SAFETY

For East Palo
Alto cops,
trust rather
than fear
Over decades, police and
residents have built up
mutual respect
by Sue Dremann

E
Lloyd Lee

A crowd pours onto the streets of Palo Alto on June 6 as people protest police brutality and support the Black Lives Matter movement.

RACIAL JUSTICE

Massive march for change calls
attention to racism locally
Saturday’s demonstration sparks demands for new police policies
by Lloyd Lee

I

n the second weekend since
the death of George Floyd,
thousands of protesters
flocked to Palo Alto City Hall,
where leaders, parents and
youth of Palo Alto and nearby
communities grabbed onto the
momentum of what’s now a
global movement of protests
to call attention to harmful
police policies and entrenched
racial problems within the
Midpeninsula.

“For those who say that Palo
Alto is segregated because of
the cost of living, know this:
There are black and brown people who can afford to live here,”
said Diana Mazuera, 31, a Latina
Palo Alto resident and Google
employee, who spoke during the
open mike session of the Saturday, June 6, protest. “But black
and brown people feel othered
at work; black and brown people
feel othered on the street; black

and brown people don’t want
to feel othered at home — it’s
exhausting.”
The protest, which was organized by four students — Ayinde
Olukotun, Cleo Goodwin and
Katarina and Yasmine Hamady
— attracted elected and community leaders, including U.S. Rep.
Anna Eshoo, Palo Alto Mayor
Adrian Fine, Menlo Park Mayor
Cecilia Taylor, East Palo Alto
Mayor Regina Wallace-Jones,

author and activist Julie Lythcott-Haims and retired judge
LaDoris Cordell, among others.
Speakers took the opportunity
to call for major policy changes
in policing. Eshoo said that on
Monday, she’ll be introducing
to the House of Representatives
sweeping reforms such as eliminating the use of military-grade
equipment and chokeholds in the
police force. (See story on page
8.) Similarly, Wallace-Jones
urged the support of “8 Can’t
Wait,” a recent campaign aimed
to decrease police violence
through a set of eight policies.
Several speakers including
Cordell, a former Palo Alto
City Council member, seized
the moment to tell a crowd of
mostly young protesters to vote

ast Palo Alto residents once
held the kind of fear and
mistrust of police officers
found in many communities of
color.
The police department in the
1990s was infiltrated by rogue
cops who routinely abused residents. One notorious group, who
called themselves the “Wolf
Pack,” beat people and shook
down drug dealers.
In a story in the Palo Alto
Weekly at the time, resident
Elaine Crooks said she implored
police officers “Please don’t kill
my son, let him go,” after they
beat her son in front of her.
“They said, ‘These are new billy clubs, and you’re the first we’re
using them on,’” Crooks recalled.
Things got so bad that the
San Mateo County Civil Grand
Jury in December 1997 recommended the police department be
disbanded.
Pastor Paul Bains, police chaplain for the East Palo Alto and
Palo Alto police departments
today, recalled that misfits from
other law enforcement agencies
who often couldn’t be hired anywhere else landed in the city.
“People were very fearful because of the excessive use of power,” he said.
After years of alleged abuses and harassment — together
with street violence and killings
and open drug dealing — the

(continued on page 16)
(continued on page 10)
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(650) 326-8210

QUOTE OF THE WEEK

PUBLISHER
William S. Johnson (223-6505)
EDITORIAL
Editor Jocelyn Dong (223-6514)
Associate Editor Linda Taaffe (223-6511)
Sports Editor Rick Eymer (223-6516)
Arts & Entertainment Editor Karla Kane (223-6517)
Home & Real Estate Editor
Heather Zimmerman (223-6515)
Express & Digital Editor Jamey Padojino
(223-6524)
Staff Writers Sue Dremann (223-6518), Elena
Kadvany (223-6519), Gennady Sheyner (223-6513)
Chief Visual Journalist Magali Gauthier (223-6530)
Editorial Assistant/Intern Coordinator
Lloyd Lee (223-6526)
Contributors Chrissi Angeles, Mike Berry,
Carol Blitzer, Peter Canavese, Edward Gerard Fike,
Yoshi Kato, Chris Kenrick, Jack McKinnon,
Sheryl Nonnenberg, John Orr, Monica Schreiber,
Jay Thorwaldson

People are hanging on by
their fingernails.
—Anne Le Ziblatt, owner of Nam Vietnamese
Brasserie, on restaurants’ desperate need to reopen.
See story on page 21.

Around Town

ADVERTISING
Vice President Sales & Marketing
Tom Zahiralis (223-6570)

Courtesy Rebecca Lui

Multimedia Advertising Sales
Tiffany Birch (223-6573), Elaine Clark (223-6572),
Connie Jo Cotton (223-6571)
Real Estate Advertising Sales
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Senior Designers Linda Atilano, Paul Llewellyn

FOOTHILL-DE ANZA Community College District
Board of Trustees
seeks applicants for its

Measures G & C Citizens’ Bond Oversight
Committee

Designers Kevin Legnon, Amy Levine,
Douglas Young
BUSINESS
Assistant Business Manager
Gwen Fischer (223-6575)
Business Associates Jennifer Lindberg (223-6542),
Suzanne Ogawa (223-6543)

Candidates appointed to the independent, volunteer
Measures G & C Citizens’ Bond Oversight Committee
review and report to the public on the district's Measure
G and C bond expenditures. Applicants may not be an
employee, contractor, consultant or vendor of the district. The
Citizens’ Bond Oversight Committee bylaws are available at
www.measurec.fhda.edu or by calling (650) 949-6100.

ADMINISTRATION

Currently, seven committee members are needed for two-year
terms in the following categories:
Z[\KLU[LUYVSSLKHUKHJ[P]LPUHJVTT\UP[`
college support group, such as student government
TLTILYHJ[P]LPUHI\ZPULZZVYNHUPaH[PVU
YLWYLZLU[PUN[OLI\ZPULZZJVTT\UP[`SVJH[LK
in the District
TLTILYHJ[P]LPUHZLUPVYJP[PaLUZ»VYNHUPaH[PVU
TLTILYHJ[P]LPUHIVUHÄKL[H_WH`LYZHZZVJPH[PVU
-/+((\_PSPHY`VYNHUPaH[PVUYLWYLZLU[H[P]L
MV\UKH[PVUVYHK]PZVY`JV\UJPS
([3HYNLYLWYLZLU[H[P]L

Director, Information Technology & Webmaster
Frank A. Bravo (223-6551)

This committee is responsible for reviewing expenditures
related to the district's $898,000,000 general obligation bond,
Measure G, approved by the voters on March 3, 2020 and the
$490,800,000 general obligation bond, Measure C, approved by
the voters June 6, 2006.
Interested applicants should submit a resume and cover letter
KL[HPSPUN[OLPYX\HSPÄJH[PVUZHUKUV[PUN[OLHIV]LJH[LNVY`[OL`
would represent, to any of the following:
E-mail: chancellor@fhda.edu
Mail:6ɉJLVM[OL*OHUJLSSVY
Foothill-De Anza Community College District
12345 El Monte Road
Los Altos Hills, CA 94022
-H_! (650) 941-1638
*VTWSL[LKHWWSPJH[PVUZT\Z[ILYLJLP]LKI`WT
>LKULZKH`1\UL For more information, please call
(650) 949-6100 or email chancellor@fhda.edu
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OHLONE, TOGETHER ... Most
parents tend to limit how much
time their children spend playing
video games, but for Kenneth
and Rebecca Lui, the opposite
couldn’t be more true. Their
11-year-old son, Conrad, merged
his love for Minecraft and
knowledge of Ohlone Elementary
School into “MineOhlone2020,”
a virtual adaptation of the
campus where he has reported
to class for the past six years
until students were ordered to
stay at home in March. He was
inspired by “Blockeley,” a project
by students at the University
of California at Berkeley who
reconstructed their campus on
Minecraft. Conrad teamed up
with classmates Noah Cheng,
Charlotte Liu, Zeke Phillips and
Kai Bunger-Tang to recreate
their school by utilizing building
materials, known in the game
as blocks, over the course of
three weeks. They brought every
campus detail to life based on
pictures, Google Maps, Google
Earth and their recollections.
The group also consulted over
Zoom with their teacher, Yineng
Lu, who offered advice as they
tackled the project, which was
initially hosted on the family’s
private server, then transferred to
a public server to allow the rest of
Lui’s class to view the project at
their end-of-the-year party online.
While “MineOhlone” is as close
the students can get to “being”
on campus while staying apart,
nothing can replace spending
time together in person. “I miss
being able to play catch with my
friends, being able to learn with
them,” Conrad said. Minecraft
users interested in viewing the
project, which will be online
through the summer, can do
so through the Minecraft Java
edition program with the address
mineohlone.mchost.pro. To view
a video of the project, visit youtu.
be/GHL5DyO5hhE.

EMMY CONTENDER ... Jon
Kinyon’s love for film along with
his artistic family tree helped
him develop his creativity from
a young age while growing up
in Palo Alto. His grandfather
Chapin Kinyon was a vaudeville
performer in Minnesota and his
great-uncle, Dan Glass, was
an animator at New York City’s
Fleischer Studios, where he
worked on Bimbo, the blackand-white dog featured in the
“Betty Boop” cartoon series,
and Popeye, among other
characters, according to Jon
Kinyon’s WordPress blog. Those
influences helped form his career
as a film and TV editor for several
notable projects, including
“SpongeBob SquarePants,” “The
Fairly OddParents,” and “Avatar:
The Last Airbender.” His work
as supervising picture editor on
“Pinky Malinky,” an animated
show made for Netflix and
Nickelodeon about a hot dog boy,
has earned him (and four other
editors) a Daytime Emmy Awards
nomination for Outstanding
Editing for an Animated
Program. “Ironically, it comes
as I turn down gigs so that I can
concentrate full-time on finishing
my first book. Ain’t life strange?”
he said on Twitter. Kinyon will
find out if the show will rise above
the four other contenders at the
awards show on June 26.
BRANCHING OUT ... The
woven willow branches that
have captured the attention
of Palo Alto Art Center visitors
on Embarcadero Road since
late 2016 are no more. Crews
collapsed “Whiplash,” a temporary
installation by artist Patrick
Dougherty, last week and
removed it on June 8, the city’s
Public Art Program announced
on Instagram. The project was
assembled with assistance from
community volunteers and a
crowdfunding campaign that
netted $15,000. “It is art that
transforms the landscape, but
also respects the environment,”
Art Center Director Karen Kienzle
said in a 2016 press release. The
outdoor installation may be gone,
but pieces of the project will stay
with the city. Whiplash’s wood
chips will be used for landscaping
work throughout Palo Alto. The
art program plans to bring a new
project to the space in the future. Q

Upfront
ELECTION

Council race heats up as three more
residents declare candidacy
Pat Burt, Ed Lauing, Cari Templeton hope to win seats in November
by Gennady Sheyner

W

ith more than four
months still to go until
Election Day in November, Palo Alto residents are
throwing their hats in the ring for
the chance to occupy one of four
open seats on the seven-member
City Council. This week, three
civic volunteers, including a former Palo Alto mayor, announced
their bids.
Pat Burt, Ed Lauing and Cari
Templeton join attorney Rebecca
Eisenberg and incumbent Lydia
Kou, who have already declared
their candidacies.
Current Councilwoman Liz
Kniss will be terming out this year,
while Mayor Adrian Fine, Kou
and Councilman Greg Tanaka are
all eligible to seek fresh four-year
terms. Fine and Tanaka are both
expected to run for re-election.

Pat Burt, former mayor
Burt, a two-time mayor and one
of the leading architects of Palo
Alto’s land-use policies and infrastructure plans, is eyeing a return
to the City Council.
Burt is a City Hall veteran who
served on the council between
2008 and 2016. Prior to joining the
council, he had spent nine years on
the Planning and Transportation
Commission, including three as
chair. He also worked on the South
of Forest Area plan, a document

that guided the redevelopment of
a downtown neighborhood that
was formerly occupied by the
Palo Alto Medical Foundation to
create housing,
retail and Heritage Park.
“I’ve never
stopped caring
about the community and the
issues,” Burt
said. “So even
Pat Burt
when I’ve been
off the council, I’ve continued
to be active in issues, from advocating for funding for affordable housing ... and the business
license tax, to building consensus
on things like grade separations.”
On a council that often splintered into two factions, Burt didn’t
fit neatly into either camp. A policy centrist and a political pragmatist, he often took the leading role
in crafting policies and cobbled together majorities from members of
both camps. He helped shape major land-use policies, such as office caps in commercial areas and
the city’s infrastructure strategy,
which relies on hotel tax revenues
to pay for major projects.
Burt was part of the council
that in 2013 approved a residential
project on Maybell Avenue that included 60 apartments for low-income seniors and 12 single-family

homes, an action that voters overturned in a referendum later that
year. But while that issue pitted
his philosophy against that of Tom
DuBois and Eric Filseth (both of
whom opposed the project and
were elected to council the following year), he found himself siding
with their “slow-growth” wing in
the subsequent years.
Like DuBois, Filseth and Kou,
Burt supported raising the affordable housing impact fees that developers are required to pay when
building new projects. After the
council raised the fees in late
2016, its decision was overturned
in early 2017 by those on the
council’s more growth-friendly
wing, which included Kniss, Fine
and Tanaka.
Burt said he believes that decision was a mistake and argues
that without the reversal, the city
would have more resources to support affordable housing. He also
wants to raise money for affordable housing and transportation
through a business-license tax, a
proposal that he has championed
for years as a council member
and that he continued to advocate
since he left the council in 2016.
Burt believes that COVID-19
and the economic shutdown have
created new social needs and that
the city needs to be more proactive in forging partnerships with

nonprofit organizations and private
companies to address these needs.
Burt also think the city hasn’t
been acting fast enough when it
comes to addressing outstanding
issues in the Police Department. He
favors the policies for police reform
in the “8 Can’t Wait” campaign and
he disagreed with the council’s decision last December to reduce the
scope of the independent police
auditor’s contract so that internal
conflicts within the department
are no longer audited. Burt said he
didn’t find staff’s arguments for
the policy change persuasive and
cited the vote as an example of a
broader pattern within the council:
its failure to push back against recommendations from city staff.
“There seems to be a pattern, in
the last couple of years at least, of
excessive deference of the council
to staff on what are actual policy
issues, which are the purview of
council, and too little oversight of
some of the aspects of what staff
is doing,” Burt said.

Ed Lauing,
commissions veteran
Lauing is no stranger to master
plans, budget cuts and long nights
spent behind the dais at City Hall.
The Palo Alto resident has spent
the past decade on the city’s Parks
and Recreation
Commission and
the Planning and
Transportation
C o m m i s s i o n,
where he is currently a member.
Now, Lauing is
preparing to join
the race for the Ed Lauing
City Council.
Lauing, a corporate recruiter and
former business executive, wants to

see the city move faster on tackling
its most critical issues, including
housing and parking. As a planning commissioner, he has helped
review and refine the city’s Housing Work Plan and delved deep
into the details of its strategies for
enhancing downtown garages and
expanding the city’s shuttle system,
which has just been eliminated because of budget cuts. He also has
been dismayed by how long it has
taken the council to actually reach
solutions to these problems, Lauing told this news organization.
“My view is, by being on the
council, I can shape the agenda itself and the timing of the agenda,”
Lauing said.
Lauing believes encouraging
below-market-rate housing is a key
way to encourage diversity in Palo
Alto and address some of the city’s
socioeconomic disparities.
The city, he said, needs to figure
out the economics in each segment
of the market and craft policies to
address the fact that the “economic playing field” between housing
and commercial developments has
not been even, given that offices
fetch significantly higher rents
than most residential properties.
Addressing this could mean contributing more money to building
affordable housing or forging partnerships with local corporations
that are willing to help address the
problem.
“We can’t just say, ‘What’s on
the table is the only structure.’
We’ve got to get more creative,”
Lauing said.
As a planning commissioner,
Lauing has often talked about the
need for more housing, though he
has approached the subject with
(continued on page 12)

TAXATION

Man wants to start wealth tax in Palo Alto
Citizen initiative would charge residents with more than $50M in net worth
by Gennady Sheyner

K

wife of late Apple CEO Steve Jobs
and president of social investment
firm Emerson Collective.
Creaven hopes that with Palo
Alto as a launchpad, the wealth
tax will eventually spread to other
parts of the country. Creaven, who
supported U.S. Sen. Elizabeth
Warren’s bid to be the Democratic presidential nominee, borrows heavily from her wealth tax
proposal.
His proposal would create a 2%
wealth tax on net worth above $50
million and a 3% wealth tax on
net worth above $1 billion.
All Palo Alto households would
each receive $2,500 from the tax
proceeds. The balance would go
to the state of California for general government functions.
In addition, the measure would
impose a 40% “exit tax” on any
resident with a fortune of more
than $50 million who is relocating
either abroad or to a place within
the United States that doesn’t have
an equivalent wealth tax.
While he sees a certain amount

of wealth inequality as a natural
and acceptable byproduct of capitalism, he believes it is spiraling
out of control.
“When you have runaway
wealth inequality, you start to see
societies start to collapse. It’s a
pretty dangerous thing,” Creaven
told this news organization.
The initiative states the extreme
wealth inequality has historically
functioned as “a catalyst for severe unrest and social and political instability.”
But the proposal could be a
tough sell. As a “special tax,” it
would need approval from a twothirds majority of voters.
While Palo Alto voters have
supported increases to the city’s
hotel tax rate in recent years, they
also rejected the city’s effort in
2009 to pass a business tax.
Even if the measure meets the
high threshold for passage, it will
likely meet legal challenges, much
like the wealth tax that Seattle voters approved in 2017. That tax imposed a 2.25% rate on individuals

Weekly file photo

evin Creaven came to Palo
Alto last month with one
ambitious goal: restrict
sales of gasoline-fueled cars. Before long, he picked up another:
tax the richest of the rich.
Creaven, who works as a chemical engineer for San Diego County,
hopes local residents will help him
achieve both in November when
they go into the voting booth. He
has just begun to collect signatures
to place a wealth tax on the general election ballot, as well as for
a separate measure that would ban
sales of gasoline-fueled cars that
cost more than $50,000.
Creaven, 29, makes no secret
of why he chose Palo Alto as the
place to launch the two efforts.
It’s a relatively small city, which
means he would need to collect
far fewer signatures (2,392) than
he would in San Diego. And it has
a concentration of well-known
billionaires, a list that includes
Facebook CEO Mark Zuckerberg, Google co-founder Larry
Page and Laurene Powell Jobs,

A proposed wealth tax in Palo Alto would create a 2% wealth tax
on net worth above $50 million and a 3% wealth tax on net worth
above $1 billion.
with incomes above $250,000 and
on married couples with incomes
of more than $500,000. The Washington state Court of Appeals
found the tax to be unconstitutional and now the ultimate decision is
with the state Supreme Court.
Creaven hopes to also pick up
some momentum on the Clean
Vehicle Initiative, an effort that
would ban the sale or leasing of
gasoline vehicles that cost more
than $50,000 pre-tax, beginning Jan. 1, 2021. It would also
add a 2.5% sales tax on gasoline

cars that are valued at more than
$50,000 and bought outside of
Palo Alto but registered in the city.
Revenues from that tax would go
to the city’s general fund.
The bill would exempt commercial vehicles, RVs and vehicles
manufactured before 2021.
He said he believes the initiative
is politically feasible because “the
majority of people aren’t buying
gas cars that are over $50,000.” Q
Staff Writer Gennady Sheyner
can be emailed at gsheyner@
paweekly.com.
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Police
(continued from page 5)

as vice chair of the Santa Clara
County Human Rights Commission, also support “8 Can’t Wait.”
Citing Campaign Zero, Stone told
the council on June 8 that cities
that have adopted all eight of
these policies have had 72% fewer
police-involved killings than cities that have adopted none.
“These are common-sense reforms that have been proven to
dramatically reduce the amount
of deaths caused by police,” Stone
said.
What would adoption of “8
Can’t Wait” policies mean to Palo
Alto?
Jonsen said Monday that the
city’s department is already “really closely aligned” with “8 Can’t
Wait,” in at least seven of the eight
areas. (See sidebar for the eight
recommended policies.)
A review of the department’s
policies and recent incidents offers
a more mixed picture, suggesting

some significant gaps between the
department’s practices and the
policies recommended by the “8
Can’t Wait” campaign. On three
of the eight policies, the city appears well aligned. For another
one, which pertains to chokeholds
and “sleeper holds,” the department’s policy is at odds with the
campaign’s recommendation.
On the remaining four, the
department has policies that are
largely consistent with “8 Can’t
Wait,” though recent cases and
police audits suggest that these
policies have not been consistently followed by local officers.
The Palo Alto Police Department appears to be following the
guidelines that “ban shooting at
moving vehicles,” “require warning before shooting” and require
officers to “exhaust all alternatives before shooting.”
The department’s policy manual explicitly states that shots fired
at a moving vehicle are “rarely
effective” and directs officers to
“move out of the path of an approaching vehicle instead of

Celebrate Pride
with Avenidas!

‘8 Can’t Wait’ policies by Campaign Zero
• Ban chokeholds and strangleholds
• Require de-escalation
• Require warning before shooting
• Exhaust all alternatives before shooting
• Duty to intervene
• Ban shooting at moving vehicles
• Require use of force continuum
• Require comprehensive reporting
discharging their firearm at the
vehicle or any of its occupants.”
The policy also bars officers
from shooting at any part of the
vehicle in an attempt to disable
it. The only time an officer is allowed to fire at a moving vehicle
is when an officer “reasonably
believes there are no other reasonable means available to avert
the threat of the vehicle, or if
deadly force other than the vehicle is directed at the officer or
others.”
That, apparently, is a rare occurrence. According to the department, no officer has fired at
a moving vehicle in at least 25
years.
Similarly, the two “8 Can’t

Wait” policies that require warnings — and exhaustion of other
alternatives — before shooting
are captured in the department’s
policy manual, which allows an
officer to use deadly force only in
cases where there is “imminent
threat of death or serious bodily
injury” to themselves or someone
else. It also allows deadly force
when an officer is trying to stop
a fleeing subject and believes
there is “imminent risk of serious
bodily injury or death to any other
person if the subject is not immediately apprehended.”
“Under such circumstances, a
verbal warning should precede
the use of deadly force, where
feasible,” the policy states.

While the department has been
the subject of several complaints
about excessive force, deadly
shootings have been very rare in
Palo Alto. The department reports only one such incident in
the past 18 years, the 2015 shooting of William Raff outside of a
group home in downtown Palo
Alto by an officer. Footage of that
incident, which was reviewed and
released by the Santa Clara District Attorney’s Office, showed
Raff charging at the police officer
while holding a kitchen knife and
ignoring repeated admonitions by
officers to drop the knife before
the officer fired his gun.

Neck holds allowed
in Palo Alto
The one area in which the department’s policies deviate from
the recommendations of “8 Can’t
Wait,” the Obama Task Force
and other police departments is
“carotid control,” a grappling
technique in which one person
bends their arm around another
person’s neck, cutting off the flow
of blood to the brain through the
carotid arteries on either side of
the windpipe.
In the aftermath of George
Floyd’s death several police departments, including those in Los

LAW ENFORCEMENT

LGBTQ Empowerment
and Connections Group

Eshoo takes steps to
increase police accountability

Social Clubs

Congresswoman helps introduce legislation, author letter

Lesbian Social Group
Friendly Men
Social Walking Group
Virtual Town Hall
Presentations
Friendly Visitor/
Pen Pal Program
PRIDE 2020 Celebration

For dates and details,
please call (650) 289-5417 or
visit www.avenidas.org
450 Bryant Street, Palo Alto
With support from the County of Santa Clara,
"vwViv /+Ƃvv>ÀÃ
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by Jamey Padojino

D

ays after speaking before
thousands of protesters
outside Palo Alto City
Hall who called attention to police brutality, U.S. Rep. Anna
Eshoo this week joined federal
lawmakers in
proposing major reforms for
law enforcement and raising concerns
over reported
su r vei l la nce
of peaceful Anna Eshoo
demonstrators.
Eshoo is among more than
160 Democrats within the
House of Representatives who
introduced on Monday the Justice in Policing Act of 2020, “a
bold first step to rebuild the lost
trust between police departments and the communities
they serve, and help heal our
country,” she stated in a press
release.
“The deaths of George Floyd,
Breonna Taylor and so many
others demonstrate the lack of
accountability and justice when
it comes to the killing of black
men and women in our country,”
Eshoo said. “Importantly, the
legislation does not defund police
departments. Rather, it requires
state and local law enforcement
to institute these important

reforms in order to receive existing federal grant funding.”
The proposed legislation calls
for an end to chokeholds, carotid
holds and no-knock warrants
by federal officers and restrictions on sending military-grade
equipment to state and local law
enforcement agencies.
Federal officers would also
be required to use dashboard
and body cameras, the latter of
which would also be mandated
for state and local law enforcement agencies, which would
receive dollars from the federal
government for the equipment.
The act also seeks to change
language in federal criminal
statutes so officers charged
in court would be prosecuted
based on a “recklessness” standard as opposed to a “willfulness” standard.
A National Police Misconduct
Registry would also be created
“to prevent problematic officers
who are fired or leave one agency from moving to another jurisdiction without any accountability,” according to a fact sheet
on the legislation.
On Tuesday morning, a
Democratic coalition co-led by
Eshoo and Rep. Bobby Rush,
D-Illinois, signed a letter that
demanded that federal agencies
stop all illegal surveillance of

peaceful protesters across the
United States.
Signed by 35 members of
Congress, the letter — addressed to the FBI, the National
Guard Bureau, the Drug Enforcement Administration and
Customs and Border Protection
— was motivated by recent evidence and media reports indicating that the agencies made use
of aircraft equipped with surveillance tools during protests
that followed the May 25 death
of Floyd while in police custody
in Minneapolis.
The equipment cited in the letter includes tools that can collect
cellphone location data; “Stingrays,” which have the ability to
collect data on phone calls, text
messages and browsing history
of nearby cellular devices; various facial recognition technology; automated license plate
readers; and other surveillance
technology.
The letter also expressed
“deep and profound concerns”
over surveillance tactics that
they said “are significantly
chilling the First Amendment
rights of Americans.” Q
Bay City News Service
contributed to this report.
Digital Editor Jamey Padojino
can be emailed at jpadojino@
paweekly.com.

Upfront
the ignition to keep the man from
leaving and tried unsuccessfully
to pull the driver out of his vehicle. Ultimately, the man got out of
his car and began to approach the
officer, who fired a Taser.
When the man kept approaching, the officer tackled the man
and engaged in a “lengthy wrestling-style struggle” with him
on the ground. According to the
audit, the officer used a carotid
hold in an effort to overcome the
driver’s resistance and got him
into handcuffs just as backup officers arrived.
The auditor concluded that the
carotid control hold “appeared to
give (the officer) the final advantage that he needed to handcuff
the suspect.”

When officers don’t
follow the policy
On the other four “8 Can’t
Wait” policies, Palo Alto’s record
is mixed. While the department
has policies that are largely consistent with the campaign, recent
incidents suggest that officers
don’t always follow these policies.
Two of these pertain to use of
force. “8 Can’t Wait” calls for
departments to “require use of
force continuum,” which restricts
the most severe force to the “most
extreme situations” and creates
“clear policy restrictions on the
use of each police weapon and
tactic.”
The reform campaign also
asks departments to “require deescalation” and, where possible,
to communicate with subjects,
maintain distance and eliminate
the need to use force.
But video footage from the arrests of Gustavo Alvarez in February 2018 and of Julio Arevalo in
July 2019 shows officers making
little effort to “de-escalate” the
situation or to avoid using force.
In the Alvarez arrest, which was
captured by his home surveillance
system, officers broke the door to
his residence at the Buena Vista
Mobile Home Park. One pointed his gun at Alvarez, who was
unarmed.
Then four officers pinned him to
the hood of a car and handcuffed
him. He was already restrained
when the arresting officer, Sgt.
Wayne Benitez, slammed him
into the car’s windshield. When
Alvarez said he was bleeding,

Veronica Weber

A Palo Alto police officer gets into his vehicle outside the
department’s headquarters on Forest Avenue.

LAW ENFORCEMENT

Governor calls for end to carotid
artery restraint by police
Excessive use of force has ‘no place’ in policing, Newsom says
by Sue Dremann

G

ov. Gavin Newsom expressed during a June
5 press conference his
support for ending the use of carotid holds on detainees, which
is similar to the one used on
George Floyd in Minneapolis.
“Across this country, we train
techniques on
strangleholds
that put people’s lives at
risk,” Newsom
said. “Now,
we can argue
that these are
used as excepGavin Newsom
tions, but at the
end of the day, a carotid hold,
(which) literally is designed to
stop people’s blood from flowing into their brain, has no place
any longer in the 21st-century
practices and policing,” he said.
He has directed California
police departments to end the
practice immediately.
Newsom’s comments came a
day after Assemblyman Mike
Gipson, D-Carson, introduced
Assembly Bill 119 to make it illegal to use carotid restraint.
The state banned chokeholds,
also known as neck restraints,

Courtesy State of California

Angeles, San Diego and Phoenix, have declared that they will
suspend use of the carotid control hold. California Gov. Gavin
Newsom also said that state police
will no longer be trained to use
this technique.
The “8 Can’t Wait” campaign
lists “Ban chokeholds and strangleholds” as the very first of its
eight proposals for police departments. Allowing officers to
choke or strangle civilians, the
campaign’s website states, “results in the unnecessary death or
serious injury of civilians.” Such
restraints “must be banned in all
cases.”
Palo Alto’s policy on carotid
control holds (or “sleeper holds”)
doesn’t go nearly that far. The department’s policy manual states
that proper use of carotid control
hold “may be effective in restraining a violent or combative individual,” though it restricts use of the
tactic to officers who successfully
complete training.
It also advises officers to limit
carotid control only to those situations in which a subject is “violent or physically resisting” or in
which they have “demonstrated
an intention to be violent and reasonably appear to have potential
to harm officers, him/herself or
others.”
The department further restricts
use of carotid control hold when
an incident involves a woman
who is known to be pregnant, an
elderly individual or an “obvious
juvenile.” But even in these cases,
the tactic is not prohibited. The
policy manual states that its use
in these cases “should generally
be avoided unless the totality of
the circumstances indicates that
other available options reasonably appear ineffective, or would
present a greater danger to the officer, the subject or others, and the
officer reasonably believes that
the need to control the individual
outweighs the risk of applying a
carotid control hold.”
According to the Palo Alto Police Department, there has only
been one case in the past decade
in which an officer employed the
tactic — in 2016, when an officer tried to arrest an individual
on suspicion of driving under the
influence.
According to a report from the
city’s independent police auditor,
the officer took the keys out of

Benitez responded, “You’re going
to be bleeding a whole lot more.”
The video from the Arevalo arrest similarly showed an officer
using force with little apparent
provocation. The surveillance
footage, which was obtained by
Arevalo’s attorney, Cody Salfen,
shows Sgt. Thomas DeStefano
arresting Arevalo near the entrance to Happy Donuts on El
Camino Real. After pinning him
to the railing in front of the donut shop, DeStefano appears to
flip Arevalo to the ground. The
23-year-old Arevalo reportedly
suffered a concussion and a shattered orbital bone and didn’t face
any charges.
DeStefano was also involved
in the 2013 arrest of Los Altos Hills resident Tyler Harney,
who reportedly suffered convulsions during a traffic stop. Harney later alleged in a suit that
an officer put his knee against
Harney’s back and neck, while
another one pulled and twisted
back his arm, injuring his arm
and shoulder (the city approved
a $250,000 settlement with Harney in 2016).
Consistent with the “8 Can’t
Wait” campaign, Palo Alto Police
Department already has a “duty
to intervene” policy that requires
any officer who observes another
officer using force beyond that
which is objectively reasonable
to “intercede to prevent the use
of unreasonable force.”

by officers decades ago, Newsom said, but strangleholds were
still being used.
Newsom used the press conference, which over the past two
months has largely focused on
issues related to COVID-19, to
emphasize the state’s commitment to change and improve
its treatment of people of color.
He has traveled throughout the
state to speak with community
leaders about the racial inequities and subsequent outrage over
police abuses.
“The black community does
not need to change. We need to
change,” he said. “We can’t be
long on rhetoric and short on
results.”
The governor said the state
will also look at standardizing
how force is used in protests,
such as the use of tear gas and
projectiles such as rubber bullets.
Currently, municipalities have
their own policies, which vary.
The state enacted Assembly
Bill 392 last August, which
is the country’s toughest law
against the use of force. The
bill redefines when homicide
by an officer is justifiable. Under previous law, a homicide
In the Alvarez arrest, however,
none of the officers intervened.
Furthermore, the use of force was
not mentioned in Benitez’s arrest
report, despite department policy
that states, “Any use of force by a
member of this department shall
be documented promptly, completely and accurately in an appropriate report.”
Thus, while the department’s
policy is consistent with “8 Can’t
Wait” proposal to “require comprehensive reporting,” both Alvarez’s arrest and the council’s
recent actions on police audits
raise questions about the city’s
commitment to transparency and
accountability.
During the June 8 meeting,
Jonsen highlighted the city’s use
of body cameras and argued that
no other department has a more
comprehensive video-capturing
system.
The department also takes
pride, he said, in having an independent auditor to ensure increased accountability.
Yet the department’s actions
haven’t always followed the spirit
of the “8 Can’t Wait” policy on
comprehensive reporting. The
department has regularly fought
requests for the release of video
footage from police vehicles and
body cameras. Police audits,
which had traditionally been released twice a year, are becoming
both more rare and more narrow
in scope.

committed by a peace officer
was justifiable when arresting a
person who committed a felony
and the person was fleeing or
resisting arrest.
AB 392 limits deadly force
to defend against an imminent
threat of death or serious bodily
injury to the officer or to another person, among other reasons
related to a threat of serious
injury or immediate threat of
death.
That bill hasn’t stopped violence by police and mistrust,
however, Newsom said. Senate
Bill 230, legislation on implicit
bias training enacted in September 2019, is set to go into effect
in January 2021. Newsom said
his staff is looking into implementing some of the bill before
that time, however.
He added that the state is
working to address disparities
related to incarceration, prenatal care, early education and
other programs. He noted that
only 10% of black students have
met proficiency standards by the
eighth grade. Q
Staff Writer Sue Dremann
can be emailed at sdremann@
paweekly.com.
In March, the city released the
first police audit since October
2018. And last December, the
City Council agreed to change the
city’s contract with the auditing
firm, OIR Group, to shield from
review incidents that involve internal conflicts within the department. That move followed reports
of a 2014 incident in which an officer used a racial epithet toward
another officer, who is black. After OIR Group reviewed the incident in early 2019, city leaders
reportedly asked the firm not to
publicize that report as they began to change the rules to exclude
internal conflicts from the auditor’s scope.
Jonsen told the council on June
8 that hearing residents criticize
the department was “rough.” But
even as he defended the department from public accusations, he
said he believes that the police
profession “can do better and
must do better.”
“Are we capable of improving? Absolutely. Are we willing
to improve? Always. That is what
we strive for each and every day,”
Jonsen said. Q
Staff Writer Gennady Sheyner
can be emailed at gsheyner@
paweekly.com.
About the cover: Protesters
stand outside the Palo Alto
Police Department during a
march against police brutality
on June 6. Photo by Lloyd Lee.
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ADVERTISEMENT

East Palo Alto
(continued from page 5)

How important is having Safe, Clean
Water and Natural Flood Protection in
Santa Clara County to you?
As our community faces
serious public health challenges, it is essential that
Valley Water continues to
provide Safe, Clean Water
& Natural Flood Protection
for all. Valley Water plays a
vital role as part of the greater
public infrastructure system
and providing reliable drinking water supplies during
emergencies is one of our top
priorities.
The Safe, Clean Water
and Natural Flood Protection
Program, a parcel tax overwhelmingly approved by 74%
of voters in 2012, is putting
your tax dollars to work to
make sure your drinking water is safe. Projects funded by
the program are also making
steady progress to protect
residents and businesses
from flooding and sea-level
rise. At the same time, we are

community decided to do something about it.
Now in the city of roughly
30,000 residents join with police
officers on bike rides through the
most troubled neighborhoods, and
police Chief Al Pardini walks the
precincts with officers to get to
know residents.
On June 6, Pardini joined a
memorial demonstration honoring Minneapolis resident George
Floyd, who died at the hands of
police officers.
What improved relations between East Palo Alto police and
the city’s residents is collaboration, community members say.
After the city was labeled the
country’s per-capita murder capital in the 1990s, Bains and other
faith leaders began working together with nonprofit groups,
including One East Palo Alto, to
change policing in the city.
Bains established a chaplaincy
to bridge the gap between law
enforcement and the community. Faith leaders and nonprofits
ran a campaign, Promoting Life
Thwarting Crime and Preventing Violence, and partnered with
the police department. They ran

youth summits with more than
400 young people and families
and law enforcement.
Then-Chief Ronald Davis, who
joined the department in 2005,
focused on a community policing
model. He got rid of the rogue officers. Bains and Davis met with
alleged gang members who were
identified as the most violent and
offered them help to find jobs and
resources for their families — if
the young people agreed to get out
of the gang life. If they refused
help and committed crimes, they
would be arrested and jailed, police told them.
“That program was very successful. We got many people jobs
and out of gangs,” Davis said.
Davis, who after nine years left
to become executive director of
President Barack Obama’s Task
Force on 21st Century Policing,
is now a partner of a nonprofit
organization focused on policing
reform. He was appointed earlier
this month as an adviser to Gov.
Gavin Newsom on policing and
social justice reform. He recalled
what brought about changes in
East Palo Alto.
“The key was not the community policing ideas that I brought.
We had a very engaged and active community that wanted
change. The community was the

Online This Week

These and other news stories were posted on Palo Alto Online
throughout the week. For longer versions, go to www.PaloAlto
Online.com/news.

working to repair and replace
our aging dams and expand
our reservoirs to ensure we
have enough water even in
the face of natural disasters
or droughts. Through steady
collaboration with our city
partners and the community,
we are reducing toxins, hazards and contaminants in our
waterways by removing litter
from encampments.
We know our commu-

nity is contending with new
challenges such as emergencies, natural disasters, climate
change, population growth,
and uncertain imported water
supplies. We are seeking your
input as we explore potentially updating and enhancing
this program to meet Santa
Clara County’s current and
future needs.

Detectives are looking for a man who fired multiple shots at an
occupied car near U.S. Highway 101 in Palo Alto on Wednesday
morning, according to police. (Posted June 10, 8:15 p.m.)

Elementary schools aim for in-person classes
The Palo Alto school district is aiming to bring all elementary
school students back to campuses in person this fall, though their
classrooms will look vastly different. (Posted June 10, 9:44 a.m.)

Foothill-De Anza faces 10% funding drop
The Foothill-De Anza Community College District is expecting deep funding cuts starting next year, with the newly approved
2020-21 budget expected to saddle the district with over $11 million in deficit spending despite efforts to keep costs down. (Posted
June 9, 4:50 p.m.)

Volunteer contact tracers needed

What matters most to you?
Is it that the water that
flows through our community is free of toxins and
contaminants? Or that our
water supplies are safe in case
of an emergency or natural
disaster? Perhaps you support
our work on projects that
keep us safe from floods?
We want to hear your

Police search for drive-by gunman

voice as we explore designing
an updated Safe, Clean Water,
and Natural Flood Protection
Program that better meets the
future water needs of Santa
Clara County.
Santa Clara Valley Water
District is now known as
Valley Water.

Santa Clara County needs an estimated 1,000 volunteers by
July 27 to help ramp up its COVID-19 contact-tracing program,
which will identify and test people who were exposed to someone
with COVID-19 so they can be tested and quarantined. For more
information about volunteering, go to bit.ly/2zmb6uS. (Posted June
9, 12:29 p.m.)

School reopening guidelines released
The California Department of Education released on Monday
much-anticipated guidance for reopening schools this fall. The
62-page document details everything from personal protective
equipment for teachers and staggered schedules to seating assignments on school buses. (Posted June 8, 2 p.m.)

Coalition calls for city to expand park acess
Please visit www.SafeCleanWater.org, wheree
you can learn more about the program andd
take two minutes to add your voice to thee
Community Input Survey.
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Calling it an “outdated” policy that sends a terrible message,
dozens of Palo Alto residents and community leaders are petitioning the City Council to immediately abolish a law that keeps residents who live in other cities from visiting Foothills Park. (Posted
June 8, 12:35 p.m.)

Want to get news briefs emailed to you every weekday?
Sign up for Express, our daily e-edition.
Go to PaloAltoOnline.com/express to sign up.

Upfront
one that was leading. This police
department was smart enough to
lead side by side and to follow”
what the community wanted, he
said during a phone interview on
Monday.
Despite the progress, the department had turnover at the top
after Davis left, with four interim
chiefs before Pardini took charge
in November 2014. He inherited
an understaffed department with
low morale.

‘To miss this
opportunity would
be a travesty of
justice.’
– Ronald Davis, former
East Palo Alto police chief

Magali Gauthier

He told staff he would find
quality people. “Not a warm body
to fill the seat,” he recalled.
Candidates take polygraph
and psychological tests. Each
must have a successful interview
with the chief. He restructured
the department and revised the
department’s policies and practices manual to follow state policies and training. His officers
take a 40-hour course on crisis
intervention and de-escalation
techniques.
Late last year, they began training on a simulator that teaches officers how their choices can affect
the outcome of a situation.
The department hired more officers of color. About 49.4% are
nonwhite — 7.8% are black —
and 55% of all staff are people
of color, according to department
data.
Since 2015, the department
has sponsored members of the
community to become officers
through the Community Service
Aide Program, in which residents
first take on parking enforcement
and community aid duties and
then attend the police academy
for free.
Pardini also worked the streets,
knocking on doors in neighborhoods with his commanders and
other officers to introduce himself
and to listen to residents’ concerns. Over time, residents came
to trust the department. The tip
line, which had been silent for so
long, began to light up.
“Over the last five years, there’s
been a 60% reduction in violent
crime. The community realizes
they own a big part of that. The
department has 38 sworn officers
(and 14 civilian staff members)
including me now. With people
in the community involved, that
has grown tentacles of hundreds
of people in the community all
working with us,” he said.
A look at the community’s
response on social media posts

shows the impact of those efforts. As protests of police brutality erupted across the nation
in May, Mark Dinan, sponsor of
the Facebook page East Palo Alto
Neighbors, asked the group how
they feel about their own police
department. The response was
overwhelmingly positive.
Still, there are some who say
there’s work to be done. JT Faraji,
founder of Tha Hood Squad Art
Collective and The Real Community Coalition, a grassroots
social justice organization, said
East Palo Alto is probably better
than most cities as far as community policing goes. But he has
heard from people who have had
negative interactions with officers
from other cities’ departments.
East Palo Alto police “don’t hold
other police departments accountable. They call in other departments that are racist for backup.
They allow the officers to come
in here, and they are terrorizing
residents,” he said. “How can you
stand by and watch? That’s your
residents you are supposed to be
protecting and serving.”
Sometimes, he said, there is too
much policing. During a recent
incident involving an aggressive
dog, 11 officers, including four
from Menlo Park, arrived on
scene. Yet no one called animal
control, he said.
Pardini disputed Faraji’s characterization that East Palo Alto
fails to hold other agencies’ officers accountable.
“I expect the same from them
that I do from my officers,” he
said.
When there is an issue, he calls
the head of that officer’s agency
and asks for them to look into the
conduct. On a couple of occasions
he has put residents who have a
complaint in touch with the chief
of the outside agency, he said.
He acknowledged, though, that
there will always be some challenges in police departments as
new relationships develop and
new people come on board who
must be trained.

East Palo Alto Sgt. Matafanua Lualemaga chats with Eugene Jackson at the East Palo Alto Boxing Club
on June 10.
Who is going to come out at 3
a.m. to deal with a psychiatric
emergency?” he said.
Davis said he agrees with some
of the prescriptions of the “8 Can’t
Wait” campaign, which has put
forth eight policy prescriptions
to reduce police violence. But as
a 35-year veteran of law enforcement, he said there’s also a need to
break with the fundamental police
culture.

“I disagree with the federal government that this is not systemic
(racism),” he said.
Even the vast majority of police
who are good officers are forced to
engage in practices that are rooted
in systemic injustice, he said.
During the civil rights movement in the 1960s, police departments were a tool of oppression to
be used against people of color, he
said. Those practices of increased

militarization and displays of
police force have trickled down
through the decades.
Now is the time for deep
change, he said.
“To miss this opportunity
would be a travesty of justice,” he
said. “I just hope we take a hold
of it and don’t lose momentum.” Q
Staff Writer Sue Dremann
can be emailed at sdremann@
paweekly.com.

Momentum for reform
With a nationwide movement
underway to reform or defund
police departments, Pardini recently put together a document to
explain the achievements and objectives of the department, which
has a $12 million budget.
He said he’s concerned that too
much is being asked of police officers. Police in recent years are
performing tasks they never had
to do before, like respond to mental health calls. Municipalities
need to make sure there is adequate funding and infrastructure
for new agencies to handle the
services that officers currently
provide, he said.
“It’s a tall order to splinter off.

Give
blood
for life!

genpeds.stanfordchildrens.org

b l o o d c e n t e r. s t a n f o r d . e d u
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Candidates
(continued from page 7)

SLAC Employment - Staff Engineer 3
Stanford Univ/SLAC seeks Staff Engineer 3 to serve as primary
source of eng support for power system control modeling and
design and hw and sw programming for embedded sys and
power electronics. Bach. in mech eng., EE or rel. field + 4 yrs
exp or master’s + 2 yrs exp. 2 yrs must include full stack power
systems test facility development, hardware and software dev
and operation of high power density power electronics device
incl frequency inverters; control algorithms, system models for
high power equipment interfacing power systems; LabVIEW
software. Position requires travel to Stanford, CA worksite 2 days
per month. May telecommute up to 1 day/month. Email resume
to iso@slac.stanford.edu and reference ID#4048. Principals only.

To place an ad, call 650.223.6597 or email digitalads@paweekly.com.

995 Fictitious Name
Statement
SV DISRUPT
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
File No.: FBN665344
The following person (persons) is (are) doing
business as:
SV Disrupt, located at 535 Arastradero Road,
Suite 101, Palo Alto, CA 94306, Santa Clara
County.
This business is owned by: An Individual.
The name and residence address of the
registrant(s) is(are):
BENJAMIN DAI
4136 Abel Ave.
Palo Alto, CA 94306
Registrant began transacting business under
the fictitious business name(s) listed above
on 5/6/2020.
This statement was filed with the County
Clerk-Recorder of Santa Clara County on May
12, 2020.
(PAW May 29; June 5, 12, 19, 2020)

997 All Other Legals
AMENDED NOTICE OF PETITION TO
ADMINISTER ESTATE OF:
GLORIA L. READE
Case No.: 20PR187813
To all heirs, beneficiaries, creditors,
contingent creditors, and persons who may
otherwise be interested in the will or estate,
or both, of GLORIA READE.
A Petition for Probate has been filed by:
GORDON READE in the Superior Court of
California, County of SANTA CLARA.
The Petition for Probate requests that:
GORDON READE be appointed as personal
representative to administer the estate of the
decedent.
The petition requests the decedent’s will
and codicils, if any, be admitted to probate.
The will and any codicils are available for
examination in the file kept by the court.
The petition requests authority to administer
the estate under the Independent
Administration of Estates Act. (This authority
will allow the personal representative
to take many actions without obtaining
court approval. Before taking certain very
important actions, however, the personal
representative will be required to give notice
to interested persons unless they have
waived notice or consented to the proposed
action.) The independent administration
authority will be granted unless an interested
person files an objection to the petition and
shows good cause why the court should not
grant the authority.
A HEARING on the petition will be held on
July 6, 2020 at 9:00 a.m. in Dept.: 13 of the
Superior Court of California, County of Santa
Clara, located at 191 N. First St., San Jose,
CA, 95113.
If you object to the granting of the petition,
you should appear at the hearing and state
your objections or file written objections
with the court before the hearing. Your
appearance may be in person or by your
attorney.
If you are a creditor or a contingent creditor
of the decedent, you must file your claim
with the court and mail a copy to the
personal representative appointed by the
court within the later of either (1) four
months from the date of first issuance of
letters to a general personal representative,
as defined in section 58 (b) of the California
Probate Code, or (2) 60 days from the date
of mailing or personal delivery to you of a
notice under section 9052 of the California
Probate Code. Other California statutes and
legal authority may affect your rights as a
creditor. You may want to consult with an
attorney knowledgeable in California law.

You may examine the file kept by the court.
If you are a person interested in the estate,
you may file with the court a Request for
Special Notice (form DE-154) of the filing of
an inventory and appraisal of estate assets
or of any petition or account as provided in
Probate Code section 1250. A Request for
Special Notice form is available from the
court clerk.
Attorney for Petitioner:
Stephen Vernon/Cecelia C. Fusich
Gilfix & La Poll Associates LLP
2479 E. Bayshore Rd. Suite 220
Palo Alto, CA 94303
(650) 493-8070
(PAW May 29; June 5, 12, 2020)
NOTICE OF PETITION TO ADMINISTER ESTATE
OF:
PAMELA STALEY HERR
Case No.: 20PR188119
To all heirs, beneficiaries, creditors,
contingent creditors, and persons who may
otherwise be interested in the will or estate,
or both, of PAMELA STALEY HERR.
A Petition for Probate has been filed by:
CHRISTIANNA H. KIENITZ in the Superior
Court of California, County of SANTA CLARA.
The Petition for Probate requests that:
CHRISTIANNA H. KIENITZ be appointed as
personal representative to administer the
estate of the decedent.
The petition requests authority to administer
the estate under the Independent
Administration of Estates Act. (This authority
will allow the personal representative
to take many actions without obtaining
court approval. Before taking certain very
important actions, however, the personal
representative will be required to give notice
to interested persons unless they have
waived notice or consented to the proposed
action.) The independent administration
authority will be granted unless an interested
person files an objection to the petition and
shows good cause why the court should not
grant the authority.
A HEARING on the petition will be held on
July 27, 2020 at 9:01 a.m. in Dept.: 13 of the
Superior Court of California, County of Santa
Clara, located at 191 N. First St., San Jose,
CA, 95113.
If you object to the granting of the petition,
you should appear at the hearing and state
your objections or file written objections
with the court before the hearing. Your
appearance may be in person or by your
attorney.
If you are a creditor or a contingent creditor
of the decedent, you must file your claim
with the court and mail a copy to the
personal representative appointed by the
court within the later of either (1) four
months from the date of first issuance of
letters to a general personal representative,
as defined in section 58 (b) of the California
Probate Code, or (2) 60 days from the date
of mailing or personal delivery to you of a
notice under section 9052 of the California
Probate Code. Other California statutes and
legal authority may affect your rights as a
creditor. You may want to consult with an
attorney knowledgeable in California law.
You may examine the file kept by the court.
If you are a person interested in the estate,
you may file with the court a Request for
Special Notice (form DE-154) of the filing of
an inventory and appraisal of estate assets
or of any petition or account as provided in
Probate Code section 1250. A Request for
Special Notice form is available from the
court clerk.
Attorney for Petitioner:
Robert K. Roskoph, Esq.
2479 E. Bayshore Road, Ste. 155
Palo Alto, CA 94303
(650) 321-5000
(PAW June 5, 12, 19, 2020)

Call 650-223-6578 or email asantillan@paweekly.com for legal advertising.
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more caution and less zeal than
some of the commission’s staunchest housing advocates, notably Michael Alcheck and William Riggs.
In 2018, for example, he was part
of a narrow majority that voted to
delay adoption of a new “affordable housing overlay” zone so that
the city can further analyze the
impacts of the policy change (others supported immediate creation
of the new zone, which the council
ultimately approved).
Yet he also has been an enthusiastic supporter of numerous housing projects, including a mixed-use
development with 17 condominium units that was approved last
year at the former Compadres restaurant on El Camino Real.
Before joining the planning
commission in 2017, Lauing had
spent seven years on the Parks and
Recreation Commission, including
three as the commission’s chair.
Lauing said that over the past
month, he has been concerned
about the council’s process for
adopting a new budget, which
includes about $40 million in expense cuts. Rather than clearly
setting priorities and making cuts
based on the city’s values, the council is making major cuts in just
about every critical department,
including public safety and community services. He said he would
have preferred to see the city delay
some of its major infrastructure
projects to preserve services.
Lauing said he believes his decade of experience as a commissioner has prepared him well for
serving on council.
“I know what the job is. ... The
combination of my business background and my city background
give me a great platform to keep
making decisions on tough issues,”
Lauing said.

Cari Templeton,
planning commission
head
Templeton, a community volunteer and housing advocate who
chairs Palo Alto’s Planning and
Transportation Commission, announced Monday night that she
will be seeking a seat on the City
Council.
Templeton, a Barron Park resident who worked as a program
manager at Google until 2017, said
she would like to help make the
city a more inclusive and innovative place. She supports reforming
the Police Department and setting
“inclusion goals” in all city programs to make sure underrepresented voices are heard.
Speaking at Monday’s council
meeting, Templeton said she has
been encouraged by how the Palo
Alto community came together to
face recent challenges, including
the COVID-19 pandemic that led to
the shelter-in-place order, the tough
budget discussion in which the city
cut about $40 million in expenses
and, most recently, the demands for
criminal justice reforms, which she
said she supports.

As the council
was preparing to
pass a resolution
in support of
the Black Lives
Matter movement, Templeton
told the council
that the need for Cari Templeton
police reform is
a long-standing issue that did not
start with George Floyd’s death
while in Minneapolis police custody last month or the violent arrest of a resident at Buena Vista
Mobile Home Park in 2018.
“What is new is that our community is now done waiting,”
Templeton said. “We are done
waiting for leadership from members of the City Council on these
matters of literal life and death.
The time is now.”
Templeton told this news organization that she sees a tension
between the city’s slow and methodical way of operating and the
need for urgent action.
“I feel in this moment, we need
to move faster. There are people
who are suffering and we need
quicker action,” Templeton said.
“It’s one of the things I want to
help with.”
One of her priorities, if elected,
would be to move ahead with
strategies to reduce car traffic and
encourage more biking. She also

wants to create a voucher program to give people incentives to
use public transportation, which
would include waiving fares for
students.
As a member of the commission, Templeton has been an
advocate for more bicycling improvements and more housing
construction. She typically votes
with the more pro-growth faction, which also includes William
Riggs and Michael Alcheck, and
her votes in 2019 helped ensure
that Riggs and Alcheck would
serve as the commission’s chair
and vice chair that year. This
year, however, she secured the
unanimous endorsement of her
colleagues in becoming the commission chair.
While often characterized as
a housing advocate, Templeton
said she believes it’s not helpful
to divide the community into two
camps: YIMBY and NIMBY.
“I think most of the people in
Palo Alto are somewhere along
the spectrum,” Templeton told
this news organization. “So I
think it would be better for us to
reframe how we look at the housing conversation. I think it would
be more productive and we’d be
able to build more projects.” Q
Staff Writer Gennady Sheyner
can be emailed at gsheyner@
paweekly.com.

Public Agenda
A preview of Palo Alto government meetings next week
CITY COUNCIL ... The council plans to approve Community
Development Block Grant funding allocations for 2020-2021; pass a
resolution updating the city’s transportation analysis to comply with
state Senate Bill 743; and approve new lease agreements with the
Palo Alto Unified School District for Cubberley Community Center.
The virtual meeting will begin at 5 p.m. on Monday, June 15. It will be
broadcast on Cable TV Channel 26, at youtube.com/c/cityofpaloalto
and midpenmedia.org. Those wishing to participate by Zoom can do so
by dialing 669-900-6833 and by using Meeting ID: 362 027 238.
CITY COUNCIL ... The council plans to discuss the next steps in
advancing the city’s Sustainability/Climate Action Plan; review budget
adjustments related to the COVID-19 emergency; and consider
establishing a pension-funding policy. The virtual meeting will begin at 6
p.m. on Tuesday, June 16. It will be broadcast on Cable TV Channel 26,
at youtube.com/c/cityofpaloalto, and midpenmedia.org. Those wishing
to participate by Zoom can do so by dialing 669-900-6833 and by using
Meeting ID: 362 027 238.
UTILITIES ADVISORY COMMISSION ... The commission plans
to discuss the city’s water system operations, the demand-side
management report for Fiscal Year 2019, advanced metering
infrastructure, and the city’s 2020 Sustainability/Climate Action Plan.
The virtual meeting will begin at 9 a.m. on Wednesday, June 17. Those
wishing to participate by Zoom can do so by dialing 669-900-6833 and
using Meeting ID: 973 1647 9916.
CITY/SCHOOL LIAISON COMMITTEE ... The committee plans to
review recent City Council and Board of Trustee meetings, and discuss
COVID-19 coordination, the Cubberley Community Center lease and the
city’s effort on grade separation at rail crossings. The virtual meeting will
begin at 8:30 a.m. on Thursday, June 18. Those wishing to participate
by Zoom can do so by dialing 669-900-6833 and using Meeting ID: 739
622 589.
PUBLIC ART COMMISSION ... The commission plans to elect its
officers; discuss temporary public art initiatives; hear an update about
the California Avenue Public Art Master Plan; discuss upcoming
council agenda items pertaining to the commission; hear an update
on Code:ART2; and discuss temporary public art for King Plaza and
the Palo Alto Art Center. The virtual meeting will begin at 7 p.m. on
Thursday, June 18. Those wishing to participate by Zoom can do so by
dialing 669-900-6833 and using Meeting ID: 979 8171 9646.

Get Tested,
Santa Clara County
Palo Alto City Hall Lobby
250 Hamilton Ave., Palo Alto, CA 94301
Tuesday, June 16 – Friday, June 19
(10 am – 4 pm)
No appointment needed. Walk-up testing.

COVID-19 Testing is:
Free
Safe & Easy
Confidential
And doesn’t:
Require a doctor’s note
Require insurance
Affect your immigration status
For more information, call 211
or visit sccfreetest.org
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March
(continued from page 5)

Lloyd Lee

Protest organizer Ayinde Olukotun, a graduate of Menlo School,
addresses the crowd during a peaceful demonstration at King Plaza
in Palo Alto on June 6.

President Donald Trump out of
the White House.
Many of the youth members
of the protest used this opportunity to talk about their experiences of racism within their own
community.
Enola Talbert, 17, a student at
Mountain View High School, recalled being in day care when she
first “realized she was black.”
“I was hanging out with one
of my other black friends ... and
we wanted someone else to join
us, so we asked this Caucasian

Christopher Michael Lundin
December 21, 1952 – June 4, 2020
Christopher
Lundin
passed
away
unexpectedly in the early morning of June 4th
at his home in Palo Alto.
Born in San Francisco in 1952 as an early
Christmas gift to his parents, Walter Crocker
and Alice Ferrera Lundin, Chris was the first of
five children and gracefully performed the role
of big brother until he died. He attended Our
Lady of the Rosary School, Wilbur Junior High
School, Cubberley High
School, Foothill College,
and earned a B.S. in
Business from Notre Dame
de Namur University.
Chris met his wife,
Nora, at Our Lady of the
Rosary Church and they
were wed two years later on
August 17, 1974. Married
for almost forty six years,
they raised three beautiful
daughters.
He was a
devoted grandfather to
his five grandchildren and
loved spending time with
them.
Chris dedicated more
than half a century to the St.
Thomas Aquinas Catholic
Parish, first as an altar server at Our Lady of
the Rosary Church (OLR), then playing guitar
and piano in their folk group, and eventually
becoming a Music Director for the parish. He
served six years on the diocesan Liturgical
Commission and was awarded the Benedictus
Award. He chaired various groups within the
parish, including the Liturgy Board, Pastoral
Council, Communications Group and the
Human Concerns Committee. He was always
there to lend a hand within the parish.
His work life included ten years at Southern
Pacific Railroad in San Francisco and thirtyfour years at Stanford University in various
capacities in the IT department. He retired in
December 2019, hoping to do some travelling
with his wife.
He rode his bike, 10 miles a day, to and from
Stanford, rain or shine. He was proud to be
a part of the Stanford community and loved
working there. Chris participated in lunchtime
volleyball and was on his department’s softball
team, The Great Bauds, for many years. In 2002,
he was humbled but very proud to be awarded
the Amy J. Blue Award, a prestigious award that
“honors staff members who are exceptionally
dedicated, supportive of colleagues and
passionate about their work.” According to

many people he worked with, this was Chris to
a T. He continued working with the Amy J. Blue
election committee even after he retired.
One of his many passions was volunteering to
support peace and justice through organizations
such as Peninsula Interfaith Action (PIA) and
Multi-faith Voices for Peace and Justice (MVPJ).
He was planning on continuing with MVPJ in
retirement, once his health improved.
Music was the language
through
which
Chris
showed his love. He found
every opportunity to play
music with others, including
singing Christmas carols
at San Jose Juvenile Hall,
providing music for St.
Elizabeth Seton School and
mentoring young musicians
and singers at his regular
Sunday Masses. In 1984,
he and a group of friends
started the All Name No
Star Band, playing rock-nroll oldies for 20+ years.
Chris was a lover of
all things outdoors. He
backpacked in the Sierra,
camped with his family and
church, and helped plan an annual 4th of July
bike ride from Palo Alto to the beach with his
Stanford colleagues. He found joy in bringing
greenery into his home as well as his workplace.
He spent family vacations in Hawaii, Pinecrest
Lake and Kennedy Meadows and was happy to
finally have travelled with Nora to Ireland and
the Formazza Valley in Italy, his ancestral home.
Chris is survived by his wife, Nora, his
children, Sarah Wilson (Dave), Stephanie
Lundin-Mizel (Melissa), and Kerry (Austin
Shaffer), his father, Walter C. Lundin, his
siblings, Mark (Carolyn), Walt Jr., Kathy Burns
(Terry) and Alison. He was a loving grandfather
of Everett, Alice, Tyler, Ava, Austin II. He was
preceded in death by his mother, Alice Ferrera
Lundin.
A funeral Mass is planned for June 20, 2020
at 10:30am and will be streamed online. A link
will be provided soon on www.paloaltocatholic.
net. Private interment will be the same day at
Gate of Heaven cemetery in Los Altos.
In lieu of flowers, donations may be made in
his honor to St. Elizabeth Seton School, 1095
Channing Ave., Palo Alto, CA 94301 or MultiFaith Voices for Peace and Justice, c/o First
Presbyterian Church Palo Alto, 1140 Cowper
Street, Palo Alto, CA 94301.
PAID
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kid,” Talbert said in a speech. “He
said, ‘No, I cannot play with you
because your skin is dirty.’ I was
floored. I did not know why he
said that.”
Cleo Goodwin, 20, who is graduating from De Anza College,
called for an end to the endless
loop of hashtags, videos and “the
R.I.P.s” that follow the senseless
death of a black individual.
“This city, this country, is way
too comfortable with black people
being uncomfortable,” Goodwin
said.
During a 4-mile march, which
began and ended at King Plaza
in front of City Hall, people
took their signs and their chants
through downtown Palo Alto to
El Camino Real, Oregon Expressway and through Old Palo Alto,
and drivers, diners and residents
along the way were interrupted by
shouts of “No Justice, No Peace,”
“Black Lives Matter,” and “I can’t
breathe.”
In a sea of cardboard signs calling for change, some posters were
directed at Palo Alto’s history and
presence of racist practices.
Olga Muys, 15, held a sign
that read “Palo Alto was built on
redlining.”
“In English class, this year, we
learned about the history of redlining and the effect that it had on the
creation of the Palo Alto and East
Palo Alto we live in today,” said
Muys, a Palo Alto High School student. “I wanted to bring attention
to it because I think a lot of people
forgot how we got here.”
Other signs called out the Palo

Alto Police Department, stating
that the department had not banned
chokeholds and that its arrest records revealed “more racial bias
than 81% of CA depts,” according
to policescorecard.org.
For many black residents of Palo
Alto, seeing crowds of protesters
recognizing that black lives matter
inspired a new feeling of visibility
and acceptance within their own
community.
“I really wanted to see whether
the people of this primarily white
community would come out and
stand with us,” said Michel-Ange
Siaba, 21, a Paly graduate and Palo
Alto resident of about 10 years.
“This is the first time where I felt
like this community, as a whole,
stands with me and accepts me.”
Olukotun, a recent Menlo
School graduate who had also organized a protest on June 1, said
the demonstrations were not only
a way to address racism within local communities but also a call-toaction for cities such as Palo Alto.
“It’s not just a problem of underprivileged communities, of
communities with a large population of people of color, of communities that have police brutality or over-policing — this is
everyone’s problem,” Olukotun,
18, said. “And fixing it is not
incumbent on those communities, it’s incumbent on people
and communities like Palo Alto
that have privilege and have the
power to make change.” Q
Editorial Assistant Lloyd Lee
can be emailed at llee@paweekly.
com.

CityView
A round-up

of Palo Alto government action this week

City Council (June 8)

Black Lives Matter: The council passed a resolution supporting the Black
Lives Matter movement and directed staff to return with a framework for
considering police reforms and encouraging diversity in the city.
Yes: Unanimous
Outdoor dining: The council supported staff’s plan to close California Avenue
to traffic to promote outdoor dining and to close University Avenue in about two
weeks. Action: None

Board of Education (June 9)

Anti-discrimination resolution: The board waived its two-meeting rule and
approved a resolution denouncing discrimination, racism and anti-black
sentiment. Yes: Unanimous
Layoffs: The board approved a resolution to lay off six full-time management,
supervisory, confidential and classified positions. Yes: Unanimous
Budget: The board discussed the 2020-21 budget, including projected deficit
spending. Action: None
Title IX update: The board heard a report on new Title IX regulations issued by
the U.S. Department of Education. Action: None
CalSchls & Panorama surveys: The board heard a report on results from two
surveys on student mental health and well-being. Action: None

Council Policy and Services Committee (June 9)
Business Registry: The committee accepted the update on the city’s audit of
the business registry. Yes: Unanimous
Parking funds: The committee accepted the update on the audit of the city’s
parking funds. Yes: Unanimous

Planning and Transportation Commission
(June 10)

CIP: The commission discussed the city’s Capital Improvement Program and
found it to be consistent with the Comprehensive Plan. Yes: Unanimous
Housing: The commission discussed a recent analysis of the economic impact
of potentially increasing the city’s inclusionary housing requirement for rental
properties. It requested further analysis of zoning changes that would make
it more likely for developers to pursue housing developments with 20% of the
units offered at below market rate. Yes: Unanimous

LET’S DISCUSS: Read the latest local news headlines and talk
about the issues at Town Square at PaloAltoOnline.com/square

Pulse
A weekly compendium
of vital statistics

POLICE CALLS
Palo Alto
June 4-June 9
Violence related
Battery . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Domestic violence . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Elder abuse. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Suicide . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Theft related
Grand theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
Identity theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Petty theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Residential burglaries . . . . . . . . . . . . . .3
Shoplifting. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Vehicle related
Attempted auto theft. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Attempted theft from auto . . . . . . . . . . 1
Bicycle theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7
Theft from auto . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10
Vehicle accident/minor injury . . . . . . . . 4
Vehicle accident/prop damage. . . . . . . 1
Alcohol or drug related
Drunk in public . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Possession of drugs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Miscellaneous
Found property. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Lost property . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Other/misc . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4
Psychiatric subject . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
Suspicious circumstances . . . . . . . . . . 8
Vandalism . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2

VIOLENT CRIMES
Palo Alto
Bryant Street, 5/29, 1:05 p.m.; elder
abuse/physical.
Bryant Street, 5/31, 9:06 p.m.; battery.
Addison Avenue, 6/2, 2:26 p.m.; suicide/
adult.
Addison Avenue, 6/4, 3:30 p.m.;
domestic violence/battery.
00 block Encina Ave., 6/7, 7:46 a.m.;
battery/simple.

Menlo Park
1300 block El Camino Real, 6/6, 12:27
p.m.; spousal abuse.

OBITUARIES
A list of local residents
who died recently:
A s t h i l d u r “A d d a ”
Sigurdar-Brandt, 91, a
computer programmer and
Palo Alto resident, died on
April 29. Lilian Marcus, 84,
a psychologist and longtime
Palo Alto resident, died on
May 12. Vincent Lefebvre,
63, a Palo Alto resident,
died in May. Roland
Alan Finston, 83, a health
physicist and longtime Palo
Alto resident, died on June
3. Christopher Michael
Lundin, 67, a Palo Alto
resident, died on June 4.
To read full obituaries,
leave remembrances and
post photos, go to Lasting
Memories at PaloAltoOnline.
com/obituaries. Q

Public Announcement

Peter Wuntuh Lee
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June 30, 1942 – May 31, 2020

Roland Alan Finston
January 27, 1937 – June 3, 2020
Roland Finston, 83, of Palo
Alto passed away on 6/3/20 after suffering an injury. Roland
was born in Chicago, IL and
worked at Stanford University
as a Health Physicist, and later
as Dept Manager. He graduated
from University of Chicago in
1957 with a Bachelor of Physics
and then a Master in Science in
Health Physics from Vanderbilt
University in 1959, and graduated from Cornell University
in 1965 with a Doctor of Philosophy in Biophysics. He was
a Professor of Radiologic Physics at Oregon State University
1965-1966. 1966-1995 Roland was employed at Stanford
University. Roland was an expert in radionuclide dosimetry
and served on Stanford&#39;s Human Use Radioisotope
Committee under an approval by the FDA for Radiopharmaceutical Research. He was called upon as an expert witness
in many cases related to radiation exposure and was quoted
in the New York Times and other local and national media during the events of Three Mile Island and Chernobyl.
Roland testified as an expert witness during the Environmental Impact Hearings for Diablo Canyon Nuclear Reactor.
Roland was very civically minded and lent his expertise to
many local and political movements. He served on the USE
(United Stanford Employees) Executive Committee during
its formation in the early 1970’s. He also served on the Board
of the Palo Alto Cable Co-op and helped oversee its transition to Comcast during the merger/buyout. Roland enjoyed
riding his bicycle and up until his death could be seen riding
the streets of Palo Alto for groceries and other errands. He
enjoyed bowling at Tressider Student Union at Stanford in
the Stanford Leagues and then Homestead Lanes in Cupertino in the Senior Leagues.
Roland is survived by Gloria Finston (spouse), Peter Finston
(brother) and sons Glen and Alan Finston, Daughter in Law
Joni Finston, and Grandchildren Jacob and Isabel Finston. In
lieu of Flowers, donations may be made to Palo Alto Community Fund. Funeral Services will be held at a later date due
to COVID-19.
PAID

OBITUARY

Correction
The May 15 paid obituary
for Carleton Crosby
Hoffner, Jr. inaccurately
stated his service to the
city of Palo Alto. He served
on the Utilities Advisory
Commission, not the City
Council, from 1991 to 1994.

Give blood for life!
b l o o d c e n t e r. s t a n f o r d . e d u

If you ever met Peter Lee, you
would know. You’d remember
his smile, his humor, his unique
charm, his blunt honesty. You
always knew where you stood with
Peter. And you could always count
on him for a laugh. Despite his
small stature (which he claimed to
be 5’7” but was more like 5’4”), he
had a huge presence.
Peter was born in Watford
Herts, England, on June 30,
1942, to Tuh Yueh Lee and Zoen
Nyok Shen, both from Shanghai,
China. He grew up in Larchmont, New York; attended Phillips
Academy Andover and Princeton University; and completed his
A.B. at Stanford University. He earned his M.S. from Rensselaer
Polytechnic Institute, where he met Mea Lee (yes, same surname)
and swept her off her feet. After only knowing each other for two
months, the two eloped in Miami, Oklahoma. As Peter would
say, this December 23rd would have been “55 years of bliss.”
Peter was proud to have served in the United States Navy. He
served in two wars, Vietnam and Desert Storm, and in the Navy
Reserve for 30 years from which he retired as Captain 0-6. He was
an active volunteer at the VA Palo Alto — and an avid shopper at
the Navy Exchange! Peter built a career in executive compensation,
starting at Bell Systems (now AT&T) where he worked for more
than 25 years. He tried to retire three times and finally did so after
holding executive positions at the University of California in the
Office of the President and Catholic Healthcare West.
Peter’s most proud and beloved accomplishment was his
family. First and foremost, his wife and soulmate, Mea. And his
two daughters, Christina Vo and Maya Watts. Peter and Mea
moved to Menlo Park in 1982 to raise their girls and have resided
there ever since. His love — and fierce protection of his family —
only continued to grow with his grandchildren, Eleanor Vo (15),
Jordan Vo (13), Mea Watts (8) and Meilani Watts (6); and his two
sons-in-law, Tan Vo and Keith Watts. His favorite adventures
included skiing in Tahoe (where he taught both Christina and
Maya), family trips to Hawaii, and regular golf outings with his
buddies. Peter was with all of his grandchildren and family for
the last time in his home on Meilani’s 6th birthday, May 24, 2020.
While Peter’s exact cause of death is still uncertain, he
contracted sudden acute lung complications that his care team
believes was triggered by one of his heart medications. Up
until then, Peter had been successfully battling heart disease,
including coronary artery disease, atrial fibrillation, and most
recently cardiomyopathy, specifically amyloidosis. But after 4+
weeks at Stanford Hospital, fighting the lung complications, he
died on the morning of May 31, 2020. During that stay (which
was particularly excruciating given the COVID-19 no-visitor
policy), Peter never once let go of his positivity and his fierce
fight to live and be with his family.
While he now joins his sister, Ruth Lee who died in August
2018, Peter is survived by his sisters, Felicia Istel and Vivienne
Tooman, in addition to his family members named above.
Peter left a gaping hole that will never be filled. All who knew
him — whether for 70+ years or for 5 minutes — will never forget
him. His love, his opinions, his priorities were unambiguous.
He will be forever remembered for his smile, his jokes, his many
sayings, his many many neuroses, and his sheer will.
Donations in Peter’s honor can be made to:
1. Stanford Medicine - Marfan Center
Make check out to “Stanford University” with “Marfan
Center” and “In honor of Peter Wuntuh Lee” in the comment
field and mail to:
Stanford Marfan Center,
300 Pasteur Drive, H2157,
Stanford, CA 94304
OR
2. Veterans Affairs - Palo Alto / Menlo Park, CA
Make check out to “VA Palo Alto” with a note “In honor of
Peter Wuntuh Lee”, and mail to:
Veterans Affairs,
ATTN: Voluntary Service,
3801 Miranda Avenue,
Palo Alto, CA 94304
PAID OBITUARY
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A community effort
during our shelter in place.
TEMPORARILY EXPANDING OUTDOOR DINING AND RETAIL OPTIONS
During the current public health emergency, Summer Streets supports expanded
ŽƵƚĚŽŽƌĚŝŶŝŶŐĂŶĚƌĞƚĂŝůŽƉƟŽŶƐǁŚŝůĞĂƚĂƐĂĨĞƐŽĐŝĂůĚŝƐƚĂŶĐĞĨƌŽŵŽƚŚĞƌƐ͘

For more go to www.cityofpaloalto.org/summerstreets

&ƌĞĞKs/ͲϭϵsŝƌƵƐdĞƐƟŶŐ
dƵĞƐĚĂǇ͕:ƵŶĞϭϲƚŽ&ƌŝĚĂǇ͕:ƵŶĞϭϵͮϭϬĂ͘ŵ͘ͲϰƉ͘ŵ͘
W>K>dK/dz,>>>KzͮϮϱϬ,ĂŵŝůƚŽŶǀĞŶƵĞ
&ƌĞĞĨŽƌĞǀĞƌǇŽŶĞ͘
+

+

+

ͲͲ

ͲͲ

ͲͲ

EŽĚŽĐƚŽƌŶŽƚĞ
ŽƌŝŶƐƵƌĂŶĐĞƌĞƋƵŝƌĞĚ͘
tĂůŬͲŝŶ͕
ŶŽĂƉƉŽŝŶƚŵĞŶƚŶĞĞĚĞĚ͘

&ŽƌŵŽƌĞŝŶĨŽƌŵĂƟŽŶ͕ǀŝƐŝƚǁǁǁ͘ĐŝƚǇŽĨƉĂůŽĂůƚŽ͘ŽƌŐͬƚĞƐƟŶŐ
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Spectrum
Editorials, letters and opinions

An Alternative View

Should Palo Alto police be reformed?
by Diana Diamond

‘I

t can’t happen here,”
two
Palo
Alto City Council members said
when
discussing the killing of
George Floyd by a
Minneapolis police
officer and other
police conduct
during Monday’s
meeting.
But it almost did happen here. Twice.
In 2005, then-Police Chief Lynne Johnson said that a group of anarchists would be
coming to Palo Alto — anywhere from 50
to 800 — and the city had to be prepared
for their arrival. She urged residents to stay
home that Saturday, June 25, evening. And
she asked for help from police in neighboring cities.
Help arrived. By 7 p.m., a helicopter
swirled above University Avenue, with police on megaphones leaning out to direct the
crowd.
“The anarchists are on their way,” we
heard.
I was covering the story that night and
was amazed and afraid of what I saw. Hundreds of police (800?) stood shoulder to
shoulder up and down University — those
with pistols in front and then police with
rifles behind them, and then officers on
horses for a block. Many had shields.
They were lined up across the entire
street, from storefront to storefront. Barriers
prohibited entrance onto University.
I saw this overwhelming number of police suddenly in my downtown. I feared they

Letters
2020 grad parade
Editor,
To the Palo Alto residents who
lined the streets for the 2020 graduate parade, thank you. As we got
in our car, decorated with a few
handmade signs, my Palo Alto
High School grad’s younger sister
asked, “Will this be lame?” It was
anything but.
It was incredibly moving to see
so many people applauding, holding signs and cheering these grads.
My senior kept repeating, “This is
so great.” I confess, I teared up at
times.
There was such a generous outpouring of support from the parade
watchers we felt like we might have
been young royals on the way to a
wedding. People seemed so genuinely happy to have one good thing
to celebrate in these crazy times.

were going to take over our city. The helicopter continued to circle above and there
were police cars with flashing lights and
fire trucks all around.
About 50 young anarchists, dressed in
black, entered the downtown and were directed to Lytton Plaza, where they calmly
sat for the next two hours.
I asked one of the policemen to direct me
to an officer in charge, showing him my
press badge, including one from the Sheriff’s Office.
“Lady, get back behind that line,” he told
me.
“But I need to talk to your leader to see
why there are so many of you out here,” I
replied.
“Get back or I will have you arrested,” he
yelled, as he raised his rifle.
I walked over to the anarchists. They
looked frightened.
“We are here to protest corporation policies and the Iraq War,” one told me.
He seemed all of 19.
Overreaction to an anarchist peaceful
assembly? It certainly was, but our police
chief wanted to ensure the town was safe.
It was, thanks to the mob of police or the
frightened anarchists.
Someone told me later the overtime for
police cost about $1 million, but no one
made an issue of that. What was the big
problem for me is how quickly and quietly
our city could turn into a police state. Since
most residents stayed home, few knew what
happened.
When I saw the police in full gear go
after the peaceful protesters at Lafayette
Square in Washington, D.C., on June 1 to
clear the area so President Trump could

But there was more than happiness. In our neighbors’ gazes I also
detected a searching, a measuring
up, an imploring: We need your
voices and compassion and energy
to help fix this world; use our encouragement to energize you; we
need you to succeed.
Based on the 2020 grads I know,
I am filled with hope.
Kristina Klausen
Bryant Street, Palo Alto

Let’s fill vacant houses
Editor,
At the end of the Palo Alto City
Council meeting in January, to prioritize the most important issues
to address for 2020, Mayor Adrian
Fine informed me that there are
over 200 vacant houses in Palo
Alto. That does not include apartments (i.e.11 apartments in three
buildings): the 565/571 Hamilton
Ave. units and the four-plex next

hold up a Bible for a photo op, thoughts of
what happened here on June 25 all those
years ago came racing back to me. Except
this time, in D.C., there was also a video of
these rows of armed troops showing they
suddenly ran into the demonstrators, batons
held high in hand, while tear gas and flash
bangs exploded.
It happened there.

Abuses of force by officers
The second incident in Palo Alto occurred in July 2019. Police agent Thomas
DeStefano allegedly “violently attacked”
Julio Arevalo outside a donut shop. The police have not yet released the tape of that
incident, as they are supposed to by California law.
DeStefano had been previously accused
of breaking a man’s arm in a 2013 traffic
stop. The city settled that suit for $250,000.
There are a series of other “incidents,”
such as one last November when Gustavo
Alvarez was violently arrested by a Palo
Alto police officer and it was recorded on
a home surveillance system. Alvarez’s head
was slammed onto the hood of a car, and the
officer, Sgt. Wayne Benitez, mocked him
for being gay. Alvarez and his attorneys received a $572,500 cash settlement from the
city. Benitez has retired with a pension of
$9,866.41 per month for life. City Manager
Ed Shikada would not say whether Benitez
retired or was fired.
So yes, we have some trouble right here
in River City.
One other problem that disturbs me is
the increasing lack of transparency in this
city in providing information or videos on
cases involving the police.

to it, which have been vacant now
for nearly three years. We also
have lost the President Hotel units,
more than 75 apartments that have
pushed many tenants out of Palo
Alto. How many other apartments
and/or houses are sitting vacant
during this pandemic? How many
more people could use this housing? We need to urge the owners
to rent, lease, or sell these houses
so that more local housing is available. Imagine how many families
of our city workers might be able
to live in these vacant houses! What
about those without shelter? Open
them up for people to have access!
We need rooms for those who are
not sheltered.
Eminent domain has been often
used for crises. For example, it has
even been used to replace perfectly
usable housing for roads. Why not
make the owners more responsible in times of a housing crisis.
We should consider this remedy

The council is now discussing police reform, and at this past Monday’s meeting,
it asked the staff to return with a plan for
improving police policies, reviewing its
hiring practices and launching a new initiative to promote diversity and inclusion
throughout the city.
This should be a City Council job. Both
Mayor Adrian Fine and Shikada declared
Palo Alto should be proactive and transparent, but neither provided any details. If
staff draws up the plan, the “staff” probably includes Shikada, the police chief
and the city attorney, who, presumably,
all like things the way they are now.
My reaction? Our transparency over
police issues is becoming more opaque
every day, in a very disturbing way. Two
years ago, police incidents were immediately sent to a police-auditing firm in
southern California that did a wonderful
job of investigating any incident and reporting back to the council and the public.
But this past year the council agreed to
a change proposed by Shikada and City
Attorney Molly Stump to let the city’s HR
department handle internal personnel disputes and incidents, instead of the police
auditor. And once something goes to HR,
it becomes a personnel matter that the
public will know little, if anything, about.
So what’s going to happen in our city?
Will this issue softly go away, or will
there be real reforms? Or can it happen
here? Q
Diana Diamond is a longtime Palo Alto
journalist, editor and author of the blog
“An Alternative View” at PaloAltoOnline.
com/blogs. You can email her at
DianaLDiamond@gmail.com.

or other ways to urge owners and
landlords to make these empty
houses available during a crisis like
the one we are now facing. Why is
the city not acting to help those

most in need? Instead of talking
about low-income housing, let’s see
this council ACT on those words.
Roberta Ahlquist
Webster Street, Palo Alto

WHAT DO YOU THINK?
The Palo Alto Weekly encourages comments on our coverage
or on issues of local interest.

What police reforms should
Palo Alto implement?
Submit letters to the editor of up to 300 words to letters@paweekly.com.
Submit guest opinions of 1,000 words to editor@paweekly.com. Include your
name, address and daytime phone number so we can reach you.
We reserve the right to edit contributions for length, objectionable content,
libel and factual errors known to us. Anonymous letters will generally not be
accepted. Submitting a letter to the editor or guest opinion constitutes a granting
of permission to the Palo Alto Weekly and Embarcadero Media to also publish it
online, including in our online archives and as a post on Town Square.
For more information, contact Editorial Assistant Lloyd Lee at llee@paweekly.
com or 650-223-6526 or Editor Jocelyn Dong at editor@paweekly.com.
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WE ARE OPEN AND HERE TO HELP
YOU. OUR FACILITY IS CLEAN AND
MAINTAINING STRICT HEALTH PROTOCOLS
FOR OUR TECHNICIANS FOR YOUR SAFETY.

Answers to this week’s puzzles, which can be found on page 27.

Today’s news,
sports &
hot picks

The local
news you
care about
is one click
away.

YOU KNOW YOU ARE DEALING
WITH EXPERTS WHEN…
• ASE Certiﬁed Technicians
• Technicians receive over 40 hours
MOUNTAIN
of specialized training every year
VIEW
2018
• Environmentally friendly
• All repairs are guaranteed in writing for 2 Years,
24,000 miles Napa nationwide warranty
THE VOICE

Best of

Receive
information on
what’s happening
in your community
by email every day.
710 San Antonio Road
Palo Alto, CA • 650-493-8600
www.autorepairmountainviewca.co

DO YOU WANT TO

Sign up today at
PaloAltoOnline.com/
express

LOCAL HERO

SAM

PLE

RECOGNIZE A
LOCAL HERO?

W

hether they're grocery shopping for a neighbor or
volunteering for a nonproﬁt, you can spread the joy
and support our journalism efforts by giving them a shoutout in the Palo Alto Weekly.
For $199, we'll design a quarter-page announcement
featuring your Local Hero. Just visit the Google form at the
address below and include a 50-word description and an
optional photo.
And a huge "thank you" to all the good neighbors in Palo
Alto doing their best to shelter in place.

Submit entries at PaloAltoOnline.com/local_hero/

Veronica Calderon
Veronica is a front-line worker at The Market
at Edgewood. She is so caring, gracious and
professional. Veronica has made social distancing
a friendly experience and always has kind words
for customers. The Market is such a great addition
to Palo Alto providing great quality food and
community.
Submitted by: Kathleen Foley-Hughes
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Eating Out

After months of takeout, restaurants reopen for outdoor dining
by Elena Kadvany

O

and has increased sanitation of all front-and
back-of-house spaces.
“It was wonderful to put food on plates,
drinks in real glasses and serve our guests
and friends,” the owners of La Bodeguita
del Medio on California Avenue posted to
Instagram on June 6.
“The first big exhale in a while.” (The

Cuban restaurant only had three outdoor
tables capped with two diners each and reservations were required.)
In downtown Palo Alto, the owners of Indian restaurant Rooh worked with the city
and their landlord to build a new parklet in
just two days. It allowed them to add four
more tables, where diners on Friday night

Magali Gauthier

n the first days Santa Clara and San
Mateo counties allowed restaurants to
reopen for outdoor dining last weekend,
Mountain View’s Castro Street, Palo Alto’s
University and California avenues and Menlo Park’s Santa Cruz Avenue no longer felt
like ghost towns, with many people enjoying
their first sit-down restaurant meal in nearly
three months.
Santa Clara County allowed outdoor dining to resume on June 5 and San Mateo
County on June 6. Many restaurants, fighting to survive on only takeout when shelterat-home orders were first issued in March,
rushed to adapt their businesses to the new
public health guidelines. They set socially
distanced tables with bottles of hand sanitizer, implemented temperature checks for employees, required reservations and swapped
printed menus for digital ones.
Sharon Lesec and Philip Stephanou were
among the diners having lunch on Castro
Street on June 5. They used a menu on their
phones to order fish and chips, a burger and
beers from St. Stephen’s Green.
“It’s a mood lifter,” Lesec said of dining
out after months of takeout and home cooking. “We planned this last week and I have
been looking forward to eating at a restaurant. It’s nice just to be able to enjoy the outdoors and socialization, in a safe way. I feel
very comfortable.”
At Town & Country Village in Palo Alto,
several restaurants now have additional tables set up in “parklets” built in the parking
spaces outside. Signage reminds customers
to stay 6 feet apart and to keep their masks
on unless they’re eating. At Telefèric Barcelona, a waiter wearing a face shield and
black nitrile gloves served tables from a safe
distance. The Spanish restaurant is taking
employees’ temperatures before each shift

Top: Gott’s Roadside at Town & Country Village in Palo Alto is among the local
restaurants that reopened for outdoor dining last weekend. A new parklet outside
the restaurant allows for socially distanced picnic tables. Photo by Elena Kadvany.
Above: Customers fill Bistro Vida’s outdoor tables for lunch in downtown Menlo
Park on June 9. Both San Mateo and Santa Clara counties allowed outdoor dining to
resume last weekend.

used a QR code to access a digital menu
on their phones. (Those who prefer a paper
menu can ask for a disposable one.)
“With the new dining regulations, dining is going to look a little different,” said a
masked Rooh waiter, noting that silverware
would only come out when dishes were
served instead of sitting on tables.
At Salvaje, a downtown Palo Alto wine
bar, owner Kasim Syed texted a photo of
the limited menu to customers and asked
whether they preferred him to wear gloves.
He was sanitizing the bathroom every half
hour and cleaning tables and chairs between
customers. He posted coronavirus posters
from the U.S. Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention at each entrance to the wine
bar’s two outdoor patios.
“It’s all going to be a learning experience
as we’re doing it right now,” Syed said.
Over the weekend, some restaurants, including Left Bank Brasserie in Menlo Park,
started by allowing customers to eat takeout
at outdoor tables before adding full table service. Menlo Park’s Flea St. Cafe reopened
this Wednesday, June 10, in a hybrid model,
asking customers to continue to place and
pay for their orders online in advance with
the option of reserving an outdoor table.
Staff will bring them their dinner in a bag,
including compostable plates and flatware,
which they can unpack themselves and eat
outside. Afterward, the restaurant will compost everything and sanitize the table for the
next diners.
“We are starting very conservatively in order to create a safe and respectful minimaltouch dining experience,” Flea St. owner
Jesse Cool said. “We feel protective of our

(continued on page 22)

www.PaloAltoOnline.com • Palo Alto Weekly • June 12, 2020 • Page 21

Eating Out

Exhale
(continued from page 21)

Magali Gauthier

The owners of Rooh Palo Alto quickly built a parklet outside their Indian restaurant at 473 University
Ave. after learning outdoor dining would be permissible in Santa Clara County starting on June 5.

Kozy Brothers
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staff and guests.”
Other owners are also moving
cautiously on outdoor dining, taking the time to set up all the necessary procedures and train staff.
Rocco Scordella, who reopened
the patio of his Palo Alto restaurant, Vina Enoteca, this week, is
requiring all of his employees to
get tested for the coronavirus on a
weekly basis.
“Once they all receive their results I will feel better,” he said.
Eateries that were lucky to already have outdoor dining areas
or parklets were able to open more
quickly over the weekend, while
others are still waiting for their cities to close main thoroughfares to
traffic to give them space to serve
diners outside. If city leaders don’t
act quickly, they worry they’ll start
losing takeout business to customers who choose to patronize the
restaurants that have already reopened for outdoor dining.
In downtown Los Altos, restaurant owners said the city’s
regulations effectively prevented
them from putting any tables on
sidewalks over the weekend. The
city instructed owners that tables
should be 10 or more feet away
from one another and also 10
feet from the public right-of-way
or sidewalk to allow pedestrians to walk through, according
to an email from Economic Development Coordinator Anthony
Carnesecca.
“Our only path to survival is for
outdoor space,” said Vickie Breslin, owner of The Post in Los Altos. “(We) need to figure a plan out
as we are dead since everyone else
can serve outside or have a patio.”
She and other Los Altos business owners are hoping the city
temporarily closes Main and State
streets to traffic. The City Council,
despite some members’ concerns
about implementation, decided
this week to pilot the closures from
Thursday, June 18, through Sunday, June 22. The council asked
staff to bring back a report on
June 23 before deciding whether
to extend the closures beyond one
weekend.
In downtown Redwood City,
Anne Le Ziblatt eagerly started
planning to serve diners outside
her Main Street restaurant, Nam
Vietnamese Brasserie. Her public relations firm sent out an announcement that Nam would
reopen for outdoor dining on Tuesday, June 9 — and then Le Ziblatt
learned from the city that without
an existing outdoor dining permit,
she couldn’t actually do so.
This week, however, she and
other Main Street restaurant owners put socially distanced tables
outside their buildings while preserving the public right of way and
are waiting for the City Council to
temporarily close streets and allow restaurants to use sidewalks,
parking spaces and parking lots. A
city task force is exploring full and
partial rotating closure of streets,
including Main Street between
Middlefield Road and Broadway
Street and parts of Broadway, on

Fridays through Sundays.
On Tuesday, the City Council
“expressed an eagerness to launch
a program as soon as possible,”
said Communications Manager
Jennifer Yamaguma, and will
consider approval at its June 22
meeting.
According to a staff report, the
city is targeting a start date of July
11 — which Le Ziblatt said is too
far off for hard-hit restaurants.
“It’s one of those things where if
you’re going to take that long ... it’s
not going to be useful,” she said.
“People are hanging on by their
fingernails waiting for an opportunity. A lot of people are operating just waiting for that moment.”
The city of Palo Alto closed
California Avenue to traffic on
Thursday, June 11, and plans to
roll out a similar program on University Avenue in about two weeks,
despite opposition from some business owners.
The Mountain View City Council unanimously decided this
week to temporarily close Castro
Street between Evelyn Avenue
and Mercy Street to traffic from
June 22 through September. Staff
recommended a “food court-style
layout” where the city will provide
tables and chairs for shared use by
restaurants along Castro Street as
well as participating restaurants on
adjacent side streets.
Under the revised health orders
from Santa Clara and San Mateo
counties, restaurants must space
outdoor tables 6 feet apart and
limit the number of customers at
a single table to no more than six
individuals, all of whom must be
from the same household. Restaurants can only serve alcohol with
food, and bar areas must remain
closed. Hand sanitizer or handwashing stations should be made
available in the outdoor dining
area.
San Mateo County’s health order
further states that customers are required to wear face coverings except when sitting at dining tables.
People from different households
can use lounge areas and fire pits
at the same time as long as they
stay 6 feet apart. Restaurants must
put their host stands at the entry of
the outdoor dining area “so as to
prohibit patrons from unnecessarily walking through the outdoor
dining area.” If a restaurant allows
dogs, the animals must be on a
leash and stay at least 6 feet from
customers who are not members
of the same household. Parents
must ensure children 12 years and
younger adhere to social distancing
guidelines at all times.
In an updated FAQ, the Santa
Clara County Department of Public Health said people dining outdoors at restaurants must wear a
face covering while waiting in line,
going to or from their table, using
the restroom, ordering their meal
and “at other times the restaurant
may require.” Children 6 years old
and younger or anyone who has
trouble breathing or is unable to
remove a face covering without assistance is exempt from this. Q
Staff Writer Elena Kadvany
can be emailed at ekadvany@
paweekly.com.

Turn-key Spanish Colonial Estate
5 blocks to downtown Palo Alto

$15,500,000
$14,250,000
$13,500,000
$12,500,000
$11,800,000
$10,500,000

$9,995,000

Don Yarkin
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For Sale: 3 Fabulous Woodside Houses

655 Glencrag Way | 1 acre | 3 bedrooms, 2 baths | $3,695,000 | www.655Glencrag.com

210 Lindenbrook Road
3.3 acres | 3 bedrooms, 2.5 baths
1-bedroom, 1-bath guest house
$2,975,000 | www.219LindenbrookRoad.com

327 Hillside Drive
.39 acre in Woodside Glens
Approved plans for 4-bedroom, 4-bath home
$1,350,000 | www.327HillsideDrive.com

For more information and to arrange a private showing, please contact

HELEN & BRAD MILLER
Among Top Teams in SF Bay Area
(per The Wall Street Journal rankings)

www.HelenAndBradHomes.com

650.400.3426 | 650.400.1317
helen.miller@compass.com
brad.miller@compass.com
License # 01142061 | License # 00917768

Compass is the brand name used for services provided by one or more of the Compass group of subsidiary companies. Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License
!taJOoà__aBsOoWB_loOpObsOMVOoOWbWpWbsObMOMTdoWbTdoaBsWdbB_ltoldpOpdb_|BbMWpKdalW_OMTodapdtoKOpMOOaOMoO_WBJ_OJtsVBpbdsJOObyOoWOMà VBbUOpWbloWKOÛKdbMWsWdbÛpB_OdozWsVMoBzB_aB|JOaBMOzWsVdtsbdsWKOà
No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footage are approximate.
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As we adjust to these changing
sWaOpÛdtoBUObspBoOlodtMsd
support their local communities and
KdaaWssOMsdVO_lWbU|dtbM|dto
perfect place for you to call home.
Access thousands of new listings
JOTdoOBb|dbOO_pOÛonly at
compass.com.

<<CALL OUT>>

Mq@TM@Knq@mqqb`KU`SzbrmTb_Mà

24 Hawthorne, Atherton
 OM Ś à BsV Ś ĝÛÛ Ś VBzsVdobOàKda

<<CALL OUT>>

<<CALL OUT>>

Caitlin Darke
650.388.8449
DRE 01332161

Derk Brill
650.814.0478
DRE 01256035

Arti Miglani
650.804.6942
DRE 01150085

<<CALL OUT>>

807 E. Greenwich Place, Palo Alto
 OM Ś  BsV Ś ĝÛÛ Ś OBpsUoOObzWKVàKda

<<CALL OUT>>

79 Crescent Drive, Palo Alto
 OM Ś  BsV Ś ĝÛÛ Ś KoOpKObsàKda

710 Northampton Drive, Palo Alto
 OM Ś  BsV Ś ĝÛÛ Ś bdosVBalsdbàKda

577 Kelly Way, Palo Alto
 OM Ś  BsV Ś ĝÛÛ Ś ^O__|zB|àKda

Arti Miglani
650.804.6942
DRE 01150085

Lynne Mercer
650.906.0162
DRE 00796211

Compass is the brand name used for services provided by one or more of the Compass group of subsidiary companies. Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by
Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Numbers 01079009 and 01272467. All material presented herein is intended for informational purposes only and is compiled from sources deemed reliable but has not
JOObyOoWOMà VBbUOpWbloWKOÛKdbMWsWdbÛpB_OdozWsVMoBzB_aB|JOaBMOzWsVdtsbdsWKOà!dpsBsOaObsWpaBMOBpsdBKKtoBK|dTBb|MOpKoWlsWdbà__aOBptoOaObspBbMpntBoOTddsBUOBoOBllod{WaBsOà
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WHY SUPPORT

LOCAL
JOURNALISM?
Our subscribing members
say it best...

“

Honest and responsible government depends on
comprehensive investigative journalism. I am happy to
subscribe to the Weekly. An extra beneﬁt: when I’m
traveling, sometimes for a month, I can keep up with the
local news using Palo Alto Online. When I return, I haven’t
lost a beat. I was subscribing at the senior rate but I just
upped it to the basic rate — and that’s only 33 cents a
day — a bargain. The comprehensive coverage of what’s
happening in Palo Alto is invaluable. I want to be an
engaged citizen and the Weekly helps me do that. Thank
you to all the staff at the PA Weekly for your great work.

”

- Rose

Will you join the thousands of others
supporting local journalism?
Now’s your moment to step up when we need you the most.
Subscribe now at PaloAltoOnline.com/join
You can also subscribe for one year by mailing a check for $120
($60 for seniors and students) to us at 450 Cambridge Ave., Palo Alto 94306.
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Food reporting you won't
ﬁnd anywhere else.

BY E L E N A K A DVA N Y

Sign up for the only
food newsletter
on the Peninsula at
PaloAltoOnline.com/
express

VERY
REAL
LOCAL
NEWS

Support local
journalism with
a print or online
subscription
starting at only
$5 /month
Visit
PaloAltoOnline.com/join

#PressOn
Across
1 How karaoke singing might go
7 Org. advocating pet adoption
11 CIO merger partner
14 Singer Watkins (aka T-Boz) of TLC
15 Early TV host Jack
16 Sprawl
17 Someone who just likes the sky levels in
the Mario series?
19 Car grille protector
20 Rock suffix, in NYC
21 Auckland Zoo animals
22 It may cause inflation
23 Shows pride
25 Work-at-home wear
27 Machine that inspired separate rewinding
machines
29 Aussie hoppers
31 Disk memory acronym
32 Ishmael’s captain
34 “Simpsons” character who was on Homer’s
bowling team
36 “The Unity of India” author
40 Accepts emergency funds?
43 Fire off some letters?
44 Alternative to watercolors
45 ___ Cat (pet food brand)
46 Dandyish dresser
48 Minor bones to pick
50 “I finally got it!”
51 Interpret inaccurately
55 2022 World Cup host country
57 None other than
58 In ___ of (rather than)
60 Actor Fulcher of “The Mighty Boosh”
62 USPS driver’s assignment
63 Spoken sign from the rafters?
66 “We ___ Never Ever Getting Back Together”
67 Like some lattes
68 Verdi opera based on a Shakespeare play
69 Area full of used cars

“Reed All About It”- at least one famous Reed. By Matt Jones

This week’s SUDOKU

Answers on page 20.

Answers on page 20.

70 Canadians’ last letters
71 Walk like a duck
Down
1 How most aspirin is sold, for short
2 PC document
3 One way to stop a bike
4 First name in Notre Dame football
5 Make beloved
6 “You betcha”
7 A lot of it is filtered
8 Settle a bill
9 Salad with romaine lettuce
10 Part of ETA
11 Wedding souvenir

12 Terra ___ (solid ground)
13 Balletic maneuvers
18 Country completely surrounded by South
Africa
22 Creator/star/director Adlon of FX’s “Better
Things”
24 Beside the point
26 “Both Sides Now” songwriter Mitchell
27 Brewery fixtures
28 Mate from Manchester, e.g.
30 Kimmel’s onetime game show cohost
33 Proverbial place for bats
35 Like some references
37 Options for cereal, sandwiches, etc.
38 The “R” of RBG

www.sudoku.name

39 Arches National Park locale
41 Gin flavoring fruit
42 Dog created by Dashiell Hammett
47 Glitzy estate
49 Geologist’s layers
51 Aesop fable’s lesson
52 Opening
53 Hard rain
54 Enjoyed a meal
56 Had discomfort
59 Bread heels, really
61 Barnacle’s spot
63 Ending for some commerce URLs
64 Sudoku section
65 “Unknown” surname
©2020 Jonesin’ Crosswords (jonesincrosswords@gmail.com)
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IS WORKING FROM HOME WORKING FOR YOU?
Upgrade your space to accommodate a life that’s busier than ever!

Better Together.

You may view these homes at your convenience by accessing detailed
information, photography and a video through each property’s website.
We are also available to set up a private showing appointment.

170 5 F U LTO N ST R E E T, PALO A LTO

5 Bed + 3 Suites | 4.5 Bath
+oWyBsOdTKOzWsVoOl_BKO
Living Area: 3,371 Sq Ft* | Lot Size: 8,598 Sq Ft*
!Oz+oWKOÚĝÛÛŚt_sdbàKda
Expanded and remodeled home offers many work from home
options and is ideal for intergenerational living! Proximity to
dtspsBbMWbUpKVdd_pÛlBo^pBbM_WJoBoWOpzW__pWal_WT|sVOTBaW_|Ćp
busy routine. An added bonus is being a part of the community
that creates magical Christmas Tree Lane each year.

10 18 FU LTO N ST R E E T, PA LO A LTO

5 Bed + 2 Suites | 4 Bath
8OopBsW_OplBKOzWsVKBJWbOso|İaWbWø^WsKVOb
Living Area: 3,567 Sq Ft* | Lot Size: 5,775 Sq Ft*
#TTOoOMBsĝÛÛŚt_sdbàKda
tW_sbOzWbÛsVWp OMWsOooBbOBbøWbplWoOMVdaO
dTTOopl_Obs|dToddaTdoBJtp|TBaW_|zWsVpOyOoB_zdo^ø
TodaøVdaOdlsWdbpà+B_d_sdĆpoObdzbOMltJ_WKpKVdd_pÛ
nearby parks and downtown Palo Alto are within blocks.
*

+Oo dtbs|.OKdoMpÛtbyOoWOM

Carol Carnevale and Nicole Aron
650.465.5958 | 650.740.7954
carol.carnevale@compass.com | nicole.aron@compass.com
DRE 00946687 | DRE 00952657 | carolandnicole.com

For questions or further information please contact
your Realtor or the listing agents, Carol Carnevale
650.465.5958 or Nicole Aron 650.740.7954, or by
email at CarolandNicole@compass.com.

Compass is the brand name used for services provided by one or more of the Compass group of subsidiary companies. Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing
#lldostbWs|_BzpàWKObpO!taJOoà__aBsOoWB_loOpObsOMVOoOWbWpWbsObMOMTdoWbTdoaBsWdbB_ltoldpOpdb_|BbMWpKdalW_OMTodapdtoKOpMOOaOMoO_WBJ_OJtsVBpbdsJOObyOoWOMà VBbUOpWbloWKOÛKdbMWsWdbÛ
sale or withdrawal may be made without notice. No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footage are approximate.
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