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Designed to adapt.
Ready for your emergency.
We continue serving our community’s adults and children. As one of the most
advanced trauma centers in the world, we are uniquely equipped to handle all
cases at all times, even in unprecedented circumstances.
No one anticipated COVID-19, but our systems have allowed us to adapt while
maintaining the highest standards for safety.
Our new infection control procedures include digital technology for triaging your
condition, allowing for separate spaces for COVID-19 patients. Emergency teams
use fresh personal protective equipment (PPE) as well as extra air filtering and
cleaning methods to sterilize your exam room before and after your visit.
We are ready for your emergency.
stanfordhealthcare.org/emergencyready

Marc and Laura Andreessen Emergency Department
1199 Welch Road • Stanford, CA 94304
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Pediatric Emergency Department
900 Quarry Road Extension • Palo Alto, CA 94304
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Captivating curb appeal is the
opsWaloOppWdbdTsVWpJOBtsWTt_
Mediterranean-inspired villa sited in
North Palo Alto’s popular Community
Center neighborhood.
tW_sWbÛsVOVdaOĆpdlObddo
plan emphasizes indoor/outdoor living
and incorporates classic Mediterranean
architectural elements including vaulted
dlObJOBaKOW_WbUpÛUoBKOTt_BoKVOM
zWbMdzpBbMlBppBUOzB|pÛBbM
WbMddooOl_BKOpà2VOtlMBsOMWbsOoWdo
MOpWUbÛ_WUVsWbUBbMKd_dolB_OssOBMM
timeless elegance and suggest the warm
hospitality that characterizes this home.
2VO^WsKVObæTBaW_|oddaWpsVOVOBos
dTsVOVdaOzWsVWspdyOopWOMWp_BbMÛ
VBbMpdaOoOl_BKOÛBbMOBsWbUBoOB
with built-in banquette.
2VOoOBoOplBKWdtpJOModdapBbM
4 updated bathrooms arranged on all
levels of the home to accommodate
different family needs.
2VOUBoMObBoOBWpBbObsOosBWbOoĆp
delight! A stately redwood tree provides
the backdrop for a sprawling stone
lBsWdKdal_OsOzWsVpl_BpVWbUTdtbsBWbÛ
dtsøMddo^WsKVObÛoOl_BKOÛdtsMddo
heating and generous space for
relaxation and dining.
Completing this special home is the
detached garage repurposed by the
KtooObsdzbOoBpBVdaOdTKOTdo
remote working.
WyWbUoOBÚÛ/ns*ds/WOÚÛ/ns*
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Carol Carnevale and Nicole Aron
650.465.5958 | 650.740.7954
carol.carnevale@compass.com | nicole.aron@compass.com
DRE 00946687 | DRE 00952657 | carolandnicole.com

Better Together.

Compass is the brand name used for services provided by one or more of the Compass group of subsidiary companies. Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing
#lldostbWs|_BzpàWKObpO!taJOoà__aBsOoWB_loOpObsOMVOoOWbWpWbsObMOMTdoWbTdoaBsWdbB_ltoldpOpdb_|BbMWpKdalW_OMTodapdtoKOpMOOaOMoO_WBJ_OJtsVBpbdsJOObyOoWOMà VBbUOpWbloWKOÛKdbMWsWdbÛ
sale or withdrawal may be made without notice. No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footage are approximate.
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Upfront

Local news, information and analysis

As economy plummets, city slashes police, library funding
City Council spars over capital spending, community
services as it moves to cut nearly $40M from budget
by Gennady Sheyner
fter two months of tri- marathon budget discussions
age prompted by the CO- filled with alarming projections,
VID-19 pandemic, Palo painful choices, fraying temAlto’s elected leaders pivoted pers and sharp disagreements, a
this week to address the next cri- clearer picture began to emerge
sis: a city budget that has been of a post-pandemic Palo Alto
bludgeoned by the economic — a place with fewer police ofshutdown and that now faces a ficers on patrol and ambulances
that take twice as long to respond
$40-million hole.
Over the course of three to an emergency. The city’s free

A

shuttles will no longer run along
Middlefield and Embarcadero
roads and the Children’s Theatre will no longer stage performances. Park maintenance will be
slashed in half and libraries will
be open for fewer hours.
These changes, and many others, are elements of a “back-tothe-basics” new normal to which
the City Council began to transition this week, as it reviewed the
budgets of most City Hall departments and made unpopular cuts.

Some budget proposals, including
one to shutter the College Terrace
Library, are likely to be reversed
when the council formally adopts
the budget on June 22. Most others, including the elimination of
more than 90 full-time positions,
will kick in on July 1, when the
new fiscal year begins.
The budget that the council
reviewed on Monday, Tuesday
and Wednesday reflects what the
staff had deemed to be a worstcase scenario, one in which the

economy remains stagnant over
the next year, with revenues remaining low long after the health
restrictions are lifted. The council unanimously agreed on May
4 that staff’s grimmest projection, which shows a $38.8 million
revenue drop, is in fact the most
realistic one.
The long lists of cuts that the
council approved over 20 hours
of public hearings represent the
(continued on page 12)

PUBLIC HEALTH

Masks are now
mandatory in
Palo Alto
City Council approves
order mandating
face coverings
by Gennady Sheyner

P

Magali Gauthier

Local restaurant owners are pushing the city of Palo Alto to close its streets to traffic and use the space for outdoor dining.

BUSINESS

Cities mull downtown street closures
to make way for outdoor dining
Restaurants, residents lobby elected officials to adopt plan to spur business recovery
by Elena Kadvany

C

ities up and down the
Midpeninsula are considering temporarily
closing their downtown streets
to traffic to give restaurants
and other businesses more outdoor space to safely serve customers when they’re allowed to
reopen.
The cities, including Menlo
Park, Palo Alto, Mountain View,
Redwood City, San Carlos and

San Mateo, are at various stages
of decision-making: In a few,
leaders are entertaining concrete proposals, while in others,
grassroots community discussions haven’t yet been formally
taken up by elected officials.
For restaurants, additional
seating and space to reassure
diners that eating out is safe
could mean the difference between surviving or folding

during this next phase of the
shutdown.
“Every seat outside would
help,” said Michael Ekwall, coowner of La Bodeguita del Medio on California Avenue in Palo
Alto. “Even at 50% capacity, it
will be an incredible challenge
to be profitable.”
In new guidance that Gov.
Gavin Newsom released on
Tuesday, May 12, the state

recommended that restaurants
“prioritize” outdoor seating
when their local jurisdictions
meet the criteria for reopening. Newsom noted in a press
conference that outdoor seating naturally allows for “greater
distribution of airflow,” while
inside, ventilation could pose a
potential risk.
“Restaurants can expand their
outdoor seating, and alcohol offerings in those areas, if they
comply with local laws and regulations,” the guidance states.
The state isn’t mandating
specific capacity levels, but for
many restaurants, reconfiguring their dining rooms to ensure
tables are 6 feet apart will significantly reduce the number of

alo Alto now requires
everyone to wear face
coverings when entering
businesses, stores, health care facilities or taking public transportation under a law that the City
Council passed unanimously on
Monday night.
The law, which kicked in on
May 13, also applies to people
going to work, preparing or selling food and walking through
building common areas such as
hallways, stairways, elevators and
parking facilities. It does not apply to people out for a walk or engaging in exercise activities such
as running or biking.
In adopting the law, the council joined a handful of other Bay
Area cities that have stricter regulations than Santa Clara County.
San Mateo, Alameda, Contra
Costa, Marin and San Francisco
counties require face coverings,
with violations punishable as misdemeanors. Santa Clara County
only “strongly recommends” their
use.
Dr. Sara Cody, the county’s
health officer, had said that she
believes an order to wear face
coverings would be difficult to
enforce and that she believes
people will wear them voluntarily.
In adopting the new requirement, Palo Alto is following the
lead of Cupertino, Fremont and
Milpitas. In each city, a failure to
wear a mask can result in an administrative citation.
The proposal to require masks

(continued on page 15)
(continued on page 21)
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Every seat outside would help.
Michael Ekwall, co-owner of La Bodeguita del
Medio, on using closed streets for outdoor dining. See
story on page 5.
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At eCarGarage, community health and safety is our top
priority. We’re monitoring the novel coronavirus (COVID-19)
outbreak closely to support, inform and protect mechanics,
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We understand that many of our customers rely on our auto
YLWHPYZLY]PJLZPUHULɈVY[[VH]VPKW\ISPJZWHJLZ>L^HU[[V
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our auto repair and maintenance services at our location and
^PSSYLTHPUVWLUK\YPUN[OPZWLYPVK[VLUZ\YL`V\YJHYZHYLPU
^VYRPUNVYKLYHUKPU[VWZOHWL

15% off

$150 or more.
For the month of May.

Valid for BMW, Porsche, Audi, Jaguar, Land Rover, Mini, Mercedes Benz, Maserati,
=VSRZ^HNLU3HTIVYNOPUP/VUKH;V`V[HHUK.4TVKLSZ-YLL^PWLYISHKLZVU
ZLY]PJLV]LY \W[V VU`V\YÄYZ[ZLY]PJL^P[O\Z*HUUV[ILJVTIPULK^P[O
V[OLYVɈLYVYZWLJPHS6UL[PTL\ZLWLYOV\ZLOVSK7SLHZLWYLZLU[VɈLY\WVU]PZP[

WE WARRANTY OUR REPAIRS FOR 24 MONTHS OR 24,000 MILES
Call for Full Warranty Details
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TAKING FLIGHT ... While many
people are sewing face masks or
providing tutoring services online
during the health crisis, one
group is taking its charity to the
skies. About five pilots from the
California Disaster Air Response
Team are flying out of the Palo
Alto Airport to deliver personal
protective equipment as part of
Operation Medical Shield. For
Brian Dear, being involved with
the group marries his childhood
dream of learning to fly and giving
back to the community. Dear,
who received his pilot license in
November, lived out his fantasy
on May 9, when he packed his
Cessna Turbo 206 at the airport
with 500 face shields from a
local company and took off for
Walla Walla, Washington. He and
his 8-year-old son, Sebastian,
carried the precious cargo for
emergency responders who
would’ve gone four days without
the shields had the equipment
been sent by FedEx. The mission
made a significant impact on
his son, the oldest of his four
children, who helped unload the
equipment from the plane. After
the 9-hour round trip, Dear’s day
ended with a special moment
he shared with his son at their
Mountain View home. “He sat
down on the couch and I made
him some macaroni and cheese.
Everyone else had already gone
to bed, and he looks over at me
and he’s like, ‘You know Daddy?
We saved 500 people today,’”
Dear said. In an interview, Dear
noted that while the face shields
can be used more than once
and may not necessarily be
distributed to 500 people, it was
a “magical moment” that made
the job worth it.
LETTER OF THE LAW ... This
week, attorneys for the U.S.
House of Representatives and
Manhattan District Attorney’s
Office in New York worked to

persuade the U.S. Supreme
Court to release President
Donald Trump’s financial records
from before he took office.
Among them was Douglas
Letter, general counsel for the
House of Representatives. The
Palo Alto native comes from a
family of government employees,
according to a Dec. 25 article
in The Washington Post. Letter
joined the House’s Office of
the General Counsel in January
2019 and previously served at
the U.S. Department of Justice
for 40 years until his retirement
in February 2018, according to
his profile on the office’s website.
He has presented more than 200
oral arguments during his career,
including the Supreme Court.
There was one stark difference
during the May 12 session:
Instead of hearing arguments on
Capitol Hill, the justices were
listening by teleconference as a
result of the health crisis. “History
really matters here, and it shows
that the arguments being made
here by President Trump are
astonishingly asking you to ignore
a massive amount of history,”
Letter argued.
THINKING POLITICS ... C-SPAN’s
annual StudentCam contest
prompted more than 5,300 middle
and high schoolers to submit
documentaries that tackled
this year’s theme, “What’s Your
Vision in 2020?,” which called on
students to create a 5- to 6-minute
video advocating for an issue
they want to see the presidential
candidates tackle. Four videos
from Palo Alto were among
the entries recognized by the
network. Palo Alto High School
sophomores Eva Salvatierra,
Sebastian Chancellor and Owen
Rice took a third-place prize for
“A Tale of Two Districts.” Another
Paly trio, sophomores Dominique
Lashley, Cate Barrett and Giada
Parigi, received an honorable
mention for “Lost Opportunities.”
Paly junior Emilie Difede also
made it to the honorable mention
list with “The Climate Crisis:
Food & Water Insecurity.” Local
middle schoolers also made the
honorable mentions list. Castilleja
School eighth-graders Sam
Solomon, Sena Lee and Annika
Heinemann were acknowledged
for their submission on internet
privacy. Q

Upfront

Rendering courtesy city of Palo Alto

The rendering shows the view from the Palo Alto side of the new
Newell Road bridge, which would be wider than the current bridge
and equipped with bike lanes under a design that the Architectural
Review Board approved on May 7.

INFRASTRUCTURE

Plan to replace aging
bridge gains approval
North Palo Alto project aims to improve
flood protection, traffic safety
by Gennady Sheyner

A

n effort to replace the narrow Newell Road Bridge
and improve flood protection around the San Francisquito Creek received a longawaited boost last week when
Palo Alto’s Architectural Review
Board unanimously backed the
project.
The board’s vote in favor of
the project sets the stage for the
City Council’s final approval, potentially allowing construction to
begin later this year. Construction
is expected to take about a year
and a half.
The replacement of the 1911
bridge connecting Palo Alto to
East Palo Alto is considered a
necessary prerequisite to replacing other flood-prone bridges at
the creek, which runs through
Palo Alto, Menlo Park and East
Palo Alto. These include the
Pope-Chaucer Bridge, which connects Palo Alto and Menlo Park
and which was covered by water
during the February 1998 flood
that caused about $40 million in
damages to the three cities.
Since then, the cities have been
working with the San Francisquito Creek Joint Powers Authority to improve flood control. The
agency, which includes council
members from the three cities
and representatives from the two
water districts in San Mateo and
Santa Clara counties, scored its
first major victory in this effort
in 2018, when it reconstructed levees and widened the channel in
the particularly vulnerable area
downstream of U.S. Highway 101.
While flood control is one
major goal of the project, traffic
safety is another, according to city
and state leaders. The funding for
the Newell Road Bridge project is

expected to come primarily from
the state Department of Transportation, which in 2011 deemed
the structure to be “functionally
obsolete,” making it eligible for
grant funding to pay for design
and environmental analysis. Once
the council approves the environmental-impact report, the city will
apply for grant funding to pay for
construction.
A main reason for the designation is the narrow width of the
span. The bridge, which connects
the Crescent Park neighborhood
in Palo Alto and the Woodland
Park neighborhood in East Palo
Alto, currently is just 18 feet wide
from curb to curb, barely enough
to comfortably accommodate two
cars passing each other.
The design that the Architectural Review Board approved
Thursday would expand the curbto-curb width to 28 feet, which
will include a 10-foot car lane and
a 4-foot bicycle lane in each direction. The vehicle lanes would have
“sharrow” markings to encourage
shared use between bicyclists and
drivers.
The new bridge would also have
raised sidewalks on each side for
pedestrians.
The size of the new bridge has
been a point of contention over
the course of the design process,
with some residents arguing during public hearings and in letters
to the city that wider lanes would
only encourage more traffic. Peter Forgie, a Palo Alto resident
who lives near the bridge, wrote
in a letter that “a huge bridge that
virtually invites increased traffic
would only exacerbate the decline
of the area.
“Newell would become a freeway, and I’m sure most of us

nearby would have to move,” Forgie wrote in June. “People already
drive too fast and don’t stop at the
intersection of Newell and Edgewood. How would making the
road wider improve this? It would
effectively constitute an attractive
nuisance.”
Yang Shen, whose Edgewood
Road residence stands next to
the project site, said he opposes
the project. His attorney, Paul
Gumina, wrote to the city that
his clients have no objections to
the flood-control aspects of the
project and acknowledged that
removing the bridge over the
creek would be beneficial. Shen’s
only dispute, Gumina wrote, is
“whether the bridge should be rebuilt, and whether it is in the best
interests of the neighborhood and
its residents to permanently close
Newell Road to the traffic south
of Woodland Avenue.”
Gumina also told the board
Thursday that his client is afraid
that the construction project will
stall out, leaving a staging area
next to Shen’s backyard with no
completion date in sight. Shen
will be forced to bear “the brunt
of the negative impact of this project, which he opposes,” Gumina
told the board.
Others argued that it’s well past
time to get the project done. Xenia
Hammer told the board that the
project has already gone through
an “extensive” community input
process.
“The project has been scaled
down as much as possible in response to the community input,”
Hammer said.
Hamilton Hitchings, a resident
of the Crescent Park neighborhood, also urged the board to
approve the design for the new
bridge, which he said, “dramatically improves pedestrian and bicycle safety.” Hitchings said the
1998 storm caused the flooding
of more than 400 homes in his
neighborhood, which is near the
Pope-Chaucer Bridge.
Board member Alexander Lew
said he too owns property near the
bridge which experienced flooding in 1998.
“For new owners, you do not
understand how traumatic that
was,” Lew said. “That happened
in the middle of the night. My
neighbors were fleeing their
house in the middle of the night to
go to a hotel,” Lew said. “It took
weeks to clean up the damage
from the flood. We’ve been waiting for over 20 years for this. And
we’re ready for it. We need it.”
His colleagues agreed that it’s
time to move the project forward.
Board member Grace Lee said
the new bridge, with its enhanced
bike amenities, will be an important element in both cities’ efforts
to improve the bike network.
“I understand this is part of a
gesture at connecting a larger bike
network, a larger regional thinking in terms of pedestrian safety,
linking East Palo Alto to Palo
Alto, considering how all those
pieces play together,” Lee said. Q
Staff Writer Gennady Sheyner
can be emailed at gsheyner@
paweekly.com.

REAL ESTATE Q&A
by Monica Corman

Covid 19 Guidelines
for Showing Property
Dear Monica: I have been
carefully sheltering in place but
would like to know when it is
safe to start looking at properties
again. What precautions are you
taking when showing properties?
Diane G.
Dear Diane: Our industry is being
very cautious about showing
property. If a buyer wants to see
a property, they can first view
the photos online and virtual
tours and open houses if there are
any. To actually visit a property
buyers and agents must have an
appointment, sign a form on the

day of their visit that acknowledges
they are not ill, and they must
wear masks, gloves, shoe covers
and have hand sanitizer with
them. Only one agent can be in a
property with their client at one
time and they shouldn’t touch
anything. If there is more than one
buyer viewing, they must be from
the same household. The seller
must sign the buyer’s form giving
consent to the visit. If the property
is occupied, the owners need to
vacate during the showing. Under
these guidelines buyers, sellers
and agents should feel safe.

Contact me at monica@monicacorman.com; Office: 650-465-5971,
COMPASS. Ranked in the Wall St Journal’s 2016, 2017, and 2018
Nationwide list of top 250 Realtors.

FINDING
YOUR
IMMUNITY
FROM
DISEASE
Afraid about COVID-19
impacting you, family or
friends? Searching for a sense
of safety, refuge or peace of
mind? This talk is for you.
Prayer that reduces fear
can bring out one’s natural
immunity and heal disease.
Learn how.
Christian Science church of Palo
Alto, CA—USA invites you to a live
interactive webinar with Q&A,
featuring guest speaker Michelle
Nanouche, CSB — a practitioner and
teacher of Christian Science healing
from Paris, France.

JOIN US ONLINE

MAY 16, 2020
11 am PDT
Register online here:
https://bitly.com/3d33ziP
Or visit our website:
www.cspaloalto.org
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Upfront
ELECTION 2020

Palo Alto attorney plans
to seek City Council seat
Rebecca Eisenberg says she wants to see more transparency,
less deference to corporate interests
by Gennady Sheyner

R

ebecca Eisenberg, a Palo
Alto attorney who has
criticized the City Council for being too friendly to commercial developers, announced
last weekend her plan to run for
a council seat in November, becoming the first challenger to enter the race.
Eisenberg, a resident of Old
Palo Alto, made her announcement on Town Square, the community forum
of Palo Alto
Online. She
said one of the
reasons she is
running is to
improve City
Hall’s transparency and
accountability,
Rebecca
which she arEisenberg
gued has been
diminished by
the political influence of wealthy
donors and lobbyists.
The announcement was part
of a string of weekend posts in

which Eisenberg criticized the
council’s strategy for balancing the budget and challenged
Mayor Adrian Fine for offering
to help Tesla remain in Palo Alto.
Fine’s tweet in support of Tesla
followed a threat by Tesla’s CEO
Elon Musk to move his company
to Nevada or Texas.
Eisenberg responded by publicly asking, “What exactly DOES
Tesla do for Palo Alto?”
“I am disappointed in Mayor
Fine’s response,” Eisenberg
wrote. “We are Palo Alto and we
stand up for our residents, our
safety and our community. We do
not allow billionaire celebrities
to blur our vision by putting Iron
Man stars in our eyes.”
In a different post, which pertained to budget cuts, Eisenberg
argued that the City Council is
now being forced to reduce services because it had spent decades
prioritizing “commercial developers/office space and tax-exempt
special interest projects boosted
by big money donors.”

WE ARE OPEN AND HERE TO HELP
YOU. OUR FACILITY IS CLEAN AND
MAINTAINING STRICT HEALTH PROTOCOLS
FOR OUR TECHNICIANS FOR YOUR SAFETY.

“The Palo Alto City Council
has created a situation where we
lack a tax base to support essential services like fire and police,”
Eisenberg wrote. “It’s not just
shameful, it’s infuriating.”
Eisenberg told this news organization that she believes Palo
Alto needs to make sure local
businesses are contributing more
revenues to the city. This includes
creating a new business tax. The
council was preparing to place
such a tax on the November ballot but suspended its effort in
March, when the COVID-19 pandemic led county health officials
to institute a shelter-in-place requirement. Eisenberg believes the
council erred in not moving ahead
with the measure, which could
have been tailored to give exemptions to small businesses hurt by
the shutdown.
“When I’m on the City Council,
the first thing I want to address is
our ways of collecting revenue for
the city. We positively need to tax
the businesses,” Eisenberg said.
She said she believes Palo Alto
is failing to require commercial
developers to pay their fair share
for city services. She notes that
new office developments remain
more profitable than residential
ones and believes the city needs to
“change the economics” and make
office buildings no more profitable than residential construction.
She also says the city needs to
allow more mixed-use projects

School and worked for several
technology and legal companies in
the Bay Area. This includes stints
at Trulia, where she was general
counsel, and at Reddit, where
she was general counsel, head of
finance and head of human resources, according to her resume.
She is principal and founder of
the firm Private Client Legal Advisors, which provides legal services to nonprofit organizations,
technology companies, angel
funds, entrepreneurs and executives, according to her resume.
Eisenberg said she believes the
council has stopped representing
the majority of the city, including
renters and families with children.
She is hoping to change that.
“When we divest money from
our public schools and from city
service (fire, police, public transportation), when we focus on parking but forget a big chunk of our
population (children and seniors)
don’t drive ... we are forgetting to
serve the core of our community,”
Eisenberg said. “The core of our
community are families. ... We
have lost sight of that.”
The council race will include at
least one open seat this November,
with Councilwoman Liz Kniss set
to conclude her final term. Mayor Adrian Fine, Councilwoman
Lydia Kou and Councilman Greg
Tanaka are all eligible to run for
a second four-year term. While
all three are expected to seek reelection, none have formally announced plans to do so. Q
Staff Writer Gennady Sheyner
can be emailed at gsheyner@
paweekly.com.

with office and residential components. Housing above retail,
she said in an email, is a “wellproven method for supporting
small businesses, and local small
business owners have been clamoring for this reasonable solution
for decades.”
Eisenberg said that she also
strongly supports building housing for teachers at Cubberley
Community Center, which is
owned by the city and the school
district. It would help teachers; it
would help schools; and it would
generate revenue, which both the
city and the district desperately
need.
She also strongly opposes the
expansion proposal from Castilleja School, which she argues
violates local zoning laws. She
cites the school’s violation of its
“conditional use permit” in 2012
as an example of the city being
too lax in enforcing its rules.
Though the city fined the school
$285,000 for the violation, Eisenberg argued that the fine was not
sufficient.
In recent years, Eisenberg also
has been a frequent critic of both
the council and the Planning
and Transportation Commission,
which she had tried to join in 2017
and 2019. The council did not appoint her on either occasion.
Eisenberg accused the council
in 2016 of consistently favoring
white men for commission appointments. At one point, she
made a scoresheet of every council member’s votes on commission appointments and gave each
a “diversity rating.” She suggested
in the scoresheet that then-Mayor
Pat Burt, who had the lowest rating, be “subject to expulsion.”
According to her planning commission application, Eisenberg
was born in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, and came to California to attend Stanford University. She then
graduated from Harvard Law

TALK ABOUT IT

PaloAltoOnline.com

What do you want to see in City
Council candidates this election
season? Talk about your ideas
on Town Square, the community
discussion forum at PaloAltoOnline.
com/square.
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Upfront
EDUCATION

Schooling proposed that’s
partly on campus, partly online
Palo Alto summer school to be taught online, starting in July
by Elena Kadvany

W

hen Palo Alto Unified middle and high
schools reopen this
fall, students could be attending
school in person twice a week
and learning remotely three days
a week.
District staff presented a draft
bell schedule for the secondary
schools during Tuesday’s school
board meeting. Two groups of
students would alternate coming
to campus for seven-block periods
Monday through Thursday, with
each class meeting once a week
in person. On Friday, all teachers
would be on campuses while students learn from home. Students’
work would be graded and attendance would be taken.
While not set in stone — and
there is not yet a draft plan for
elementary schools — the hybrid
schedule provides a first glimpse
at what Palo Alto public schools
might look like when they’re allowed to reopen. It reflects a transition “out of crisis learning and
into a new type of learning altogether,” Associate Superintendent

of Educational Services Sharon
Ofek said at the May 12 board
meeting.
The district is leaning toward
starting the next school year as
scheduled in August, Superintendent Don Austin said.
“While that’s not a promise,
it is a repositioning of a thought
we had earlier that maybe delaying made sense,” he said. “Absent some hard, concrete reason
to push back we will likely stick
with either our current date or at
the latest, a couple weeks (later).”
District leaders were scheduled
to meet with the teachers union on
May 14 to discuss issues that will
need to be negotiated if schools
reopen with a blended learning
model.
All summer school courses will
be online, the district also announced Tuesday, and will start
later than usual, in July. The district pushed the start of summer
school back to give students and
families a break from screen time,
Ofek said.
Elementary school students will

have an additional 10 hours of remote access to tutors for summer
school as well as an online social-emotional learning program
(which also will be available to
middle school students).
High school students will
have access to a credit recovery
program over the summer. High
school students who have already
signed up to take Living Skills
and economics classes this summer will be able to take them
online.
The district is also developing
for the summer an online version of Extended School Year
Services, which is specialized
instruction for special education
students, but holding out hope that
some of it could be offered in person, Ofek said. Parents of special
needs children voiced concerns
during Tuesday’s meeting that the
district’s current distance learning offerings are not meeting their
children’s needs or stipulations in
their individualized education
plans.
Special education staff are also

“very concerned about some of
the learning regression and the
barriers to Zoom video conferences when it comes to having
individualized instruction” for
students, Ofek said.
Board President Todd Collins
suggested the district consult
with public health leaders to see if
small classes of special-education
students could safely meet in person over the summer.
“These kids are in many ways
the hardest kids we have to teach
and they struggle the hardest to

learn and their parents struggle
the hardest to teach them,” he
said.
The school district will be
seeking public input on reopening plans during Austin’s weekly
live webinar on Monday, May 18,
at 5:30 p.m. People will be able to
ask questions and give feedback
in real time. The webinar can be
viewed at go.pausd.org/backstagewebinar. Q
Staff Writer Elena Kadvany
can be emailed at ekadvany@
paweekly.com.
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Upfront
PUBLIC HEALTH

Here’s the latest on the coronavirus
Tesla tussles over reopening manufacturing plant while
San Mateo County plans to allow retail curbside pickup
by Embarcadero Media staff

A

s other parts of the country and California start to
reopen their economies,
the Bay Area continued on its
cautious path this week. In fact,
the Palo Alto City Council on
Monday adopted an ordinance
mandating people cover their
faces while engaging in essential
activities — a rule that’s stricter
than Santa Clara County’s order.
(See story on page 5.)
San Mateo County, however,
signaled that it will align its public health order with the state’s.
San Mateo County Health Officer
Dr. Scott Morrow intends to issue
a new shelter-in-place order effective Monday, May 18, consistent
with the guidelines recently issued by Gov. Gavin Newsom.
The second phase of reopening
allows for retail curbside pickup
and delivery. According to the
county’s press release, “Logistics
and manufacturing, along with
some other businesses, can open
with modifications.”
Morrow expects to release the
updated order this week.
“I am encouraged that data
about COVID-19 cases, hospital capacity and other indicators
show some stability so that San
Mateo County can now enter the
early stages of Phase 2,” Morrow
said in a statement.
“I want to remind everyone
these modifications are not being
made because it is safe to be out
and about,” he added. “The virus
continues to circulate in our community, and this increase in interactions among people is likely to
spread the virus at a higher rate.
“The social distancing and face
covering directives, along with
the prohibition on gathering, will
remain in place since the risk of
exposure to COVID-19 looms
large for all of us.”
More updates on the Midpeninsula’s response to the coronavirus
are detailed below.

Telephone town hall on Sunday: Santa Clara County Supervisor Joe Simitian will host a
COVID-19 telephone town hall
on Sunday, May 17, at 11 a.m.
Panelists include county Health
Officer Dr. Sara Cody; county
Counsel James Williams; Dr.
Yvonne Maldonado, chief of infection control at Stanford University; and Dr. Mark Adams,
chief medical officer at El Camino Hospital. Anyone interested
in joining the discussion must
register by 5 p.m. on Saturday,
May 16, through tinyurl.com/
covid19tth
Stanford commencement to
go virtual: Stanford University
will hold a virtual commencement
ceremony in June, President Marc
Tessier-Lavigne told graduates in
an email on Wednesday.
The livestreamed event on Sunday, June 14, will highlight digital
submissions from undergraduate
and graduate students in the Class
of 2020, such as photos, video and
stories, which he invited students
to send in.
Stanford is still committed to
holding an in-person commencement when public health restrictions allow for such gatherings,
he said.
“I look forward to honoring all
that you have achieved, and to
thanking your family members
and friends for their support and
encouragement,” Tessier-Lavigne
wrote. “I can’t wait to celebrate
with you, both in June and when
we meet again in person.”
Tesla tussles with Alameda
County: Elon Musk, CEO of Palo
Alto-based electric automaker
Tesla, got into a splashy dispute
with Alameda County this past
weekend, venting on social media
about county public health orders
that prevent Fremont’s Tesla plant
from resuming production.

“Frankly, this is the final straw.
Tesla will now move its HQ and
future programs to Texas/Nevada
immediately. If we even retain
Fremont manufacturing activity
at all, it will be dependent on how
Tesla is treated in the future,”
Musk posted on Twitter. “Tesla is
filing a lawsuit against Alameda
County immediately.”
On Monday, Musk tweeted:
“Tesla is restarting production
today against Alameda County
rules. I will be on the line with
everyone else. If anyone is arrested, I ask that it only be me.”
But after several days of conversation between the county and car
company, which included Tesla’s
submission of a reopening plan
Monday to public health officials
and a Tuesday meeting about safety and prevention, county officials
agreed that Tesla can prepare this
week to resume operations next
week.
“Tesla has confirmed that its
operations require a substantial
lead time to become fully operational, and their current operations
are only slightly above ‘minimum
business operations,’” the county
stated in a press release Wednesday. “Given the unique nature
and scale of automobile manufacturing and the safety measures
agreed to by Tesla, we concluded
that ramp up activity with a minimal increase in minimum basic
operations can occur safely.”
Fremont police will be verifying that Tesla is maintaining
social distancing and health and
safety guidelines for workers.
New COVID-19 cases, deaths:
On Thursday, Santa Clara County
reported 2,391 total confirmed
cases of the coronavirus, 824 of
which are hospitalized, and 134
deaths caused by the disease.
City-by-city data showed 75
cases in Palo Alto and 51 cases
in Mountain View as of Monday.
San Mateo County had 1,536 cases of the coronavirus and a death
toll of 65 as of Wednesday. As
of Tuesday, 63 people with COVID-19 or suspected to have the
disease were hospitalized. Q
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News Digest
District faces $3M budget shortfall
Facing the likelihood that the coronavirus will impact the Palo
Alto school district’s budget for several years, members of the
Board of Education on Tuesday urged taking a conservative, “aggressive” approach to budget cuts to stave off deep deficits.
The district is facing a $3 million shortfall this year as a result
of both lost revenue and increased spending related to school closures and the pandemic. The “moderate” budget forecast presented
by staff projects deficit spending over the next three years if the
district doesn’t make cuts.
How much revenue the district will have in the coming years
remains uncertain, with the renewal of a parcel tax, property tax
revenue and facility rentals (including the city’s lease of Cubberley
Community Center) up in the air due to the virus. The district also
is eyeing large, long-awaited investments in special education and
dyslexia over the next three years. School board members said
Tuesday they support using the district’s reserves to address the
shortfall.
Staff presented two plans for cuts to the 2020-21 budget on Tuesday. One would save $3.7 million by cutting four administrators,
13 certificated staff and seven classified staff as well as contracted
services and summer school offerings. The second plan proposes
an additional $2 million in cuts if necessary, primarily in classified staff positions.
The board will discuss the budget again in early June and is set
to adopt it on June 23. Q
—Elena Kadvany

Downtown Walgreens to close
The Walgreens store in downtown Palo Alto will permanently
close in June as part of a nationwide strategy to cut costs, the
company announced.
The store at 300 University Ave. reopened in 2010, following a
July 2007 arson that forced the demolition of the prior building.
According to company spokeswoman Alexandra Brown, the
downtown pharmacy’s last day of business will be June 9. Prescription files will automatically transfer to the Walgreens at 2605
Middlefield Road, in the Midtown neighborhood, Brown said in
a statement.
The closure will leave a gaping vacancy in a prominent downtown corner of University and Bryant avenues at a time when
many other retailers are struggling to stay afloat in the midst of
an economic shutdown. But unlike other downtown retailers, Walgreens had planned to shutter the University store well before the
pandemic.
Brown said the store’s upcoming closure is part of the cost management program that the company announced last year. As part of
the effort, Walgreens is closing 200 stores throughout the nation.
Brown noted that the closures represent less than 3% of the
company’s stores and “given that we have multiple locations in
many markets, we anticipate minimal disruption to customers and
patients.” Q
—Gennady Sheyner

Man throws a rock, flashes women
Palo Alto police arrested a man who allegedly threw a rock at
two women and then exposed himself to them near the Mayfield
Soccer Complex on Sunday afternoon.
Police said they received a report at about 2 p.m. about a man
who harassed two women who were waiting to use a restroom
at the soccer complex, which is located at 2650 El Camino Real
near Page Mill Road. When police responded, they learned that
the man, who was standing between the restrooms with a bicycle,
began to talk to the women. He became increasingly threatening
and at one point grabbed a few baseball-sized rocks and threw one
at the women, missing them, police said in a news release issued
Tuesday.
The man then allegedly pulled down his pants and exposed his
genitals while touching himself, police said.
Police said one of the women was in her 50s, while the other was
her mother, who is in her 70s. Shortly after the altercation, officers
found the man about a mile south of the soccer complex.
The 39-year-old Palo Alto resident was booked into the Santa
Clara County Main Jail on suspicion of assault with a deadly
weapon, elder abuse, criminal threats, which are all felonies, and
indecent exposure, a misdemeanor. Q
—Gennady Sheyner
LET’S DISCUSS: Read the latest local news headlines and talk
about the issues at Town Square at PaloAltoOnline.com/square

Upfront
CRIME

After sharp decline, some crimes
climb back to pre-pandemic levels
Midpeninsula cities see spike in theft, commercial burglaries
by Lloyd Lee

R

eports of crimes, which
dropped during the first
weeks of the coronavirus
shutdown, are trending back upward in three Midpeninsula cities, daily police records show.
Thefts in Palo Alto, Mountain
View and Menlo Park have surpassed pre-pandemic numbers in
recent weeks, according to police
records.
The increase comes after each
city reported some of its lowest
numbers of criminal activity this
year, based on data compiled from
their daily police logs.
Prior to the stay-at-home order,
from Feb. 12 to 18, the three police agencies responded to and
reported 363 cases, ranging from
car accidents and drunk drivers
to auto burglaries and other theftrelated incidents.
A month later that number
dropped 52%. Mountain View,
Palo Alto and Menlo Park police
officers collectively responded to
173 calls that warranted a written
police report.
Police logs show that each city
experienced record-low crimes

for 2020 during the first weeks
of the shutdown.
Katie Nelson, a public information officer for Mountain View
Police Department, explained that
after the stay-at-home order, calls
for service went down.
“Because calls for service are
down, that means generally reports taken are down and then
booking arrests are also down,”
she said.
In the week of April 1, Mountain View had 75 police reports
— a 50% decrease from the week
of March 11. Part of this significant drop can be attributed to a
reduction in collisions involving
vehicles.
In both January and February,
the city reported about 50 vehicular collisions that came with
major, minor and no injuries. But
as roads cleared of nonessential
travel in March, just 33 accidents
were reported. That number was
slashed in half in April, when 17
collisions were reported — none
involving major injuries.
Palo Alto and Menlo Park saw
their sharpest dip in reported

police cases in the week of March
25, with 38 and 23 cases, respectively. Compared to the week of
March 11, that’s around a 52%
decrease for Palo Alto and about
a 74% decrease for Menlo Park.
It’s important to note that the
data only includes cases that agencies decided rose to the level of
a written report, using their own
criteria. It does not include every
“call for service” the departments
received.
Still, Nelson could attest that
there was a decrease in calls for
Mountain View and that it spoke
to the collective effort residents
were making to stay at home.

Thefts take a dip just
before shutdown
The trends in theft-related
crimes — including petty and
grand thefts, thefts from auto,
commercial burglaries, financial
crimes and identity theft, among
others — are less clear cut. Each
agency experienced lows during
(continued on page 18)

CityView
A round-up

of Palo Alto government action this week

City Council (May 11)
Budget: The council discussed the city’s strategy for cutting $38.8 million in the
General Fund budget. Action: None
Parking: The council voted to extend for nine months an ordinance that
prohibits commercial developers from paying in-lieu fees for parking to avoid
building parking in new developments. Yes: Cormack, DuBois, Filseth, Kou No:
Fine, Kniss, Tanaka

Board of Education (May 12)
Federal relief: The board waived its two meeting rule and adopted a resolution
to apply for federal disaster relief funding. Yes: Unanimous
Budget: The board discussed updated assumptions and potential cuts for the
2020-21 budget. Action: None
Union contracts: The board discussed articles the district plans to reopen in
contract negotiations with its teachers and classified employee unions.
Action: None

City Council (May 12)
Public safety: The council approved a series of cuts to police and fire
departments as part of a strategy to reduce the budget by $38.8 million.
Yes: Cormack, DuBois, Filseth, Fine No: Kniss, Kou, Tanaka

City Council (May 13)
Community services: The council approved budget cuts for the Community
Services Department. Yes: Unanimous
Planning and transportation: The council approved budget cuts for the
Departmant of Planning and Development Services and for the Office of
Transportation. Yes: Cormack, DuBois, Filseth, Fine, Kniss, Tanaka No: Kou
Water: The council voted not to approve any increases to the water or
wastewater rates. Yes: Unanimous
Electric: The council voted not to make any changes to the electricity rate.
Yes: Cormack, DuBois, Filseth, Fine, Kniss, Kou, Tanaka No: DuBois
Gas: The council approved a 2% increase to gas rates. Yes: Cormack, DuBois,
Filseth, Fine, Kou No: Kniss, Tanaka

Historic Resources Board (May 14)
Cardinal Hotel: The board supported reclassifying the Cardinal Hotel building
from a Category 3 Local Historic Resource to Category 2. Yes: Unanimous
Hotel President: The board found that proposed modifications to the Hotel
President building at 488 University Ave. are consistent with the Secretary of
the Interior standards.Yes: Unanimous
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Upfront

Budget
(continued from page 5)

Dozens of police
positions axed

I

n preparation for the difficult
conversation, Palo Alto staff
last week issued a survey that
asked residents what they care
about the most. The categories
that received the most votes were
public safety and neighborhood
services, which includes libraries, Chief Communication Officer Meghan Horrigan-Taylor said
Monday. Councilwoman Lydia
Kou said she conducted her own
survey of residents and received
identical results.
But popularity did not help the
Palo Alto Police Department,
which saw its budget cut by $6.2
million, resulting in a reduction
of 29.8 full-time positions. The
cuts, which the council approved
by a 4-3 vote, leave the department with fewer patrol positions,
a leaner investigation bureau and

Magali Gauthier

first round of the protracted and
excruciating exercise. In the coming days, the city will be notifying employees about the council’s
decisions and soliciting proposals
from labor unions about ways to
ease the pain. This may include
salary cuts, a measure that many
residents argued should be instituted before any services are cut.
While the council barely discussed employee compensation
during the three open hearings,
City Manager Ed Shikada indicated that he will bring forward
a proposal on managers’ salaries
before the final budget is adopted.
Councilman Greg Tanaka urged
Shikada to go further in cutting
administrative costs. In the waning hours of the Wednesday meeting, he suggested that Shikada
reduce the supporting staff in
his own office from 15 people to
two, a proposal that Shikada said
would leave his office unable to
function. (The council as a whole
rejected Tanaka’s proposal.)
At another point, Tanaka recommended that all managers, directors and council members take
a pay cut and called salaries “the
elephant in the room.”
“I don’t understand how we
can turn to labor negotiations if
we haven’t done this ourselves as
managers, as leaders of the city?”
Tanaka asked. “If we haven’t

volunteered ourselves to do that,
how can we ask for labor to take
cuts?”
Shikada noted that management
is now in conversations with the
city’s bargaining units about the
proposed cuts.
“We have both legal as well as
contractual obligations to our employees for notice, as well as opportunity for bargaining units to
be consulted on the impacts and
potential for them to come back
with ways to mitigate those impacts,” Shikada said.

A proposal to close College Terrace Library was among the most contentious cuts that the Palo Alto
City Council considered this week. The city is looking at ways to keep the library open.
less funding for animal control
services, which will no longer
provide overnight service. The department’s traffic unit, which was
unveiled to great fanfare in 2018,
will be shut down, and the department will hold fewer communityengagement hours.
The department also will shorten public lobby hours, reduce
training and suspend recruiting.
“With fewer bodies, both in the
building as well as on patrol, our
ability to engage the community
and serve the community will be

reduced,” Police Chief Robert
Jonsen told the council Tuesday.
Jonsen assured the council and
the community that even with a
smaller budget, the department is
committed to “keeping the community safe and providing the
core services required to do that.”
But he noted that the department
will no longer be able to do many
of the things to which the community is accustomed.
“These reductions will clearly
impact our non-emergency responses as well as affect our

department’s ability to be as proactive as they can be,” Jonsen said
Tuesday. “When a police department is asked to reduce its budget
by $6 million, there’s going to be
impacts.”
The outlook for the Police
Department brightened slightly
late Wednesday night, when the
council voted to cut $1 million
from the capital budget and use
about 60% of the savings to reverse some of the cuts in the department. That gesture, however,
would only cover about 10% of

WE ARE IN THIS TOGETHER
Limit the Spread
of Coronavirus
Shelter in Place: It
Will Save Lives.
Stay Home If You Are Sick.
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Social Distancing Guidance.
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Preserves are Open
Community Resources
are Available
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Upfront
the reductions the department is
being forced to make.
“This is a super tough pill to
swallow, given that this is really
our core obligation and responsibility in the community,” Mayor
Adrian Fine said, just before voting on the police and fire cuts.
“But we’re facing a very hard
time, and it’s going to affect
everything.”
In the Fire Department, the
budget pain won’t be nearly as
sharp. The department stands to
lose 7.6 full-time positions and
see its budget reduced by $1.3
million. This will include a reduction in fire-prevention staffing
and less resources for incident response as the department switches
toward a “brownout flexible staffing model.”
Rather than backfilling firefighter vacancies with overtime,
stations will rely on fewer firefighters, which could force some
stations to brown out.
Fire Chief Geo Blackshire
warned that this will cause response times to increase on evenings and weekends and hinder
the department’s ability to handle
multiple calls during those times.
As such, it will rely more on
Santa Clara County mutual-aid
partners for medical response.
Blackshire noted that in 2019,
county ambulances took an average of 15 minutes 39 seconds to
respond to a Palo Alto call, while
Fire Department paramedics took
an average of 7 minutes and 19

seconds to respond.
“Any time you reduce the level
of resources, we extend response
times. Naturally, they go up,”
Blackshire said. “The biggest
concern is that as we deplete more
resources, we rely more on county
resources than we do internally.”
Several council members suggested ways to reduce cuts by
shrinking other services. Councilwoman Alison Cormack proposed on Wednesday limiting the
city’s libraries to two branches —
Rinconada and Mitchell Park —
for the year and using the savings
to bolster the Police Department
budget, but her proposal fell by a
2-5 vote, with only Fine joining
her.
Several residents urged the
council not to cut the public safety departments. Michael Epstein
argued that a fast response from
paramedics is particularly important during a pandemic. Cutting
the fire department budget, he
said, may result in people not getting to hospitals fast enough.
He also noted that California
remains “a hotbed for fires.”
“We’re going to be getting
into fire season soon, and it just
doesn’t seem like a rational thing
to cut the Fire Department,” Epstein said Tuesday.
Roger Lerrick suggested that
reducing staffing in the Fire
Department could be a life-anddeath decision. He called the
city’s fire department “top notch”
and recalled a 2012 incident in

which a student riding a bicycle
on Park Boulevard was hit by a
minivan, prompting Fire Department paramedics to respond.
“Their response was probably
the reason that person is still alive
today,” Lerrick told the council.
“That person is my son.”

Proposal to close
library reversed

W

hen the budget discussion kicked off, Councilwoman Liz Kniss
warned that if there’s one thing
that’s more painful than cutting
public-safety searches it’s slashing popular programs for children
and families. Vice Mayor Tom
DuBois concurred and urged his
colleagues on Monday to “start
with our values.”
“It sounds hokey, but I think we
do have some values as a city that
make Palo Alto a little different.
If we kill these things tonight, I
think we will change the nature
of our community,” DuBois said.
Over the next three days — as
the council weighed proposals to
shorten library hours, slash the
city’s support for the Palo Alto
Art Center, reduce its footprint at
the Cubberley Community Center and cancel all performances in
the Children’s Theatre for the next
year — some residents argued
that the city is doing exactly that.
Jonathan Erman was among
those who urged the council to
cut community services as little

as possible. He suggested that the
message that the council is sending to residents with its budget is
that when they come back after
the shutdown, they’ll be coming
back to “a city that has less opportunity, less going on.”
“It’s like you’re cutting your
own throat,” Erman told the council on Tuesday. “You’re saying,
‘We think this is the worst-case
scenario, and then you cut all this
stuff and then it will just be worse.
You need to find ways to encourage activities to thrive.”
The cuts that Shikada’s budget
proposed included reducing expenses at the Palo Alto Art Center
by more than $1 million, which
will eliminate some exhibitions,
visual arts programs and educational outreach. It eliminates
all productions at the Children’s
Theatre but maintains classes and
camps at the popular Lucie Stern
facility.
It also proposed to slash park
maintenance contracts by 50%
and reduce operating hours at all
community centers. Staff also
proposed shutting down the Baylands Interpretive Center and cutting $500,000 from programs that
focus on teens, including the makerspace program MakeX; summer
camps and programs that focus on
mental wellness.
Numerous residents, including local high school students,
said they were disappointed to
see these cuts. Alan Yang, a
Gunn High senior who has been

working with the nonprofit Youth
Community Service for 7 years,
said he was “extremely disappointed and disheartened” to see
the city cut programs that address
teen mental health, including the
nonprofit’s Youth Connectedness
Initiative.
“It concerns me that our community will go back to a mental
health crisis, losing all the work
that the Youth Connectedness
Initiative has done,” Yang told the
council.
The fate of the youth programs,
and others in the Community Services Department, remained in
limbo when the council concluded
its third meeting on Wednesday
night. With several council members urging the city to restore
funding for community services
and teen programs, Shikada said
staff will look for $1 million in
savings in its capital program to
reverse some of these cuts. That,
however, will not entirely offset
the $4.7 million in cuts that the
Community Services Department
is facing.
The College Terrace Library,
meanwhile, received a lifeline in
the waning hours of the Wednesday meeting. While its closure
was part of the tentative budget
that the council voted to approve
earlier in the day, council members all acknowledged even at that
time that they didn’t want to shutter the branch. One of the services
(continued on page 14)

Avenidas Still Supporting Seniors
Although Avenidas has temporarily
closed its three facilities to help
contain and mitigate the COVID-19

Grocery and Prescription Delivery
Available to Seniors During Quarantine

virus, seniors can still turn to
Avenidas for information, resources,
support, or just a friendly voice!
Avenidas Friendship Line:
(650) 289-5400
To help seniors who are quarantined during
this time, Avenidas can now pick up and
deliver your groceries and prescriptions for
you. Please call (650) 289-5411 for more info.

Email: info@avenidas.org • Website: www.avenidas.org
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Budget
(continued from page 13)

SALES ENGINEERING
Opening for Sales
Engineering in Mountain
view, CA at Alphonso Inc.
Provide pre-sales and postsales engineering support
for OEMs, ODMs, and SOC
Alphonso. Apply knowledge
of electrical eng. Work
closely with Eng team for
product imps to increase
product deployments in the
US regions. MS degree in
Electrical Eng; exp in C/C++,
Matlab simulation, PowerPCB
electric circuit design/
simulation. 5 yrs of exp in
Sales Engineer, Technical
Manager or related. Send
resume to hr@alphonso.tv

Today’s local
news &
hot picks
Fresh news
delivered to your
inbox daily
Sign up today at
PaloAltoOnline.com/
express

To place an ad or get a quote, call 650.223.6597
or email digitalads@paweekly.com.

that Shikada plans to restore as
part of a reduction in the capital
funding is $168,000 to keep the
small branch open.
The staff proposal to close the
library for two years prompted an
outcry from residents, many of
whom argued that their neighborhood had been unfairly singled
out and that their neighborhood
library is the only branch located
west of El Camino Real. Chris
Saccheri, president of the College
Terrace Residents Association,
called the branch “a vital hub and
gathering place for residents on
this side of the city.”
“As the community begins to
slowly emerge from the isolation
of the shelter-in-place, we’re going to need more places to gather
and reconnect, not fewer,” Saccheri said. “It would be incredibly
heart-breaking and short-sighted
to lose this long-standing civic
gem at the very time when we

need it most.”
While the library is now likely
to remain open, the city plans to
reduce hours in other libraries.
The Rinconada Library will now
close at 6 p.m. (currently it’s open
until 9 p.m. between Monday and
Thursday) and the Children’s Library will now be open on four
days per week, rather than seven.
Some council members argued
that the cuts are too deep and took
issue with the proposal. DuBois
said it’s important that the city
“restore some of the really lowcost but important services,” including teen programs and Art
Center offerings. Kou agreed and
pressed the city to find more savings in the capital program.
“It’s just unacceptable — the
amount of service (cuts) to the
community, especially to the
youth programs, and to the libraries and the neighborhoods,” Kou
said.
When the council finally approved the Community Services
Department budget on Wednesday afternoon, it was in the spirit

of exasperation rather than compromise. DuBois initially suggested restoring most of the cuts, a
proposal that others saw as inconsistent with the council’s general
directive to cut $38.8 million.
Though the vote to approve the
budget was unanimous, council
members acknowledged before
voting that they will have to revisit the topic later in the budget
process and minimize the damage. Responding to calls from
his colleagues to minimize the
impact on neighborhood services,
Fine pushed back.
“The entire pie is shrinking.
Everything — public safety, community services and libraries. We
can’t just go through these items
and add things back,” Fine said.

Taking the long and
the short views

T

he biggest source of tension on the council over the
course of three hearings
(continued on next page)

RECOGNIZING LOCAL HEROES
LOCAL HERO

LOCAL HERO

Akif Aydin

Greer Stone

Akif Aydin,
proprietor of
Café Pro Bono,
is a Local Hero.
We dine at his
restaurant often
and have noted
his kindness and
consideration
to his staff and
customers.
For years,
one elderly
gentleman dined at Café Pro Bono every day.
When the gentleman became ill, Akif personally
drove meals to his house. We’ve watched him
step out onto the street to stop trafﬁc if someone
needs assistance. Akif is always there to make sure
everyone, famous folk, repeat diners, or newcomers,
felt at home and well taken care of. His kindness has
been appreciated and noticed.

Greer Stone
serves our
community in
multiple roles.
He teaches Social
Studies at Gunn,
ﬁghts for social
justice as the Vice
Chair of the Santa
Clara County
Human Rights
Commission,
and cares for
his neighbors
as a Block
Preparedness Coordinator. During this pandemic,
he has delivered groceries/prescriptions for the
at-risk, organized community Zoom meetings to
promote emotional well-being, wrote an inspiring
guest opinion for the Palo Alto Weekly, all while
continuing to teach our children.

Submitted by: Ann and Andy Protter

Submitted by: Arthur Keller

Have a local hero you want to recognize? Spread the joy and support our journalism efforts by
giving him/her a shout-out in the Palo Alto Weekly. Submit entries at PaloAltoOnline.com/local_hero/
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Upfront
(continued from previous page)

centered on infrastructure spending. Some council members repeatedly urged their colleagues
to dramatically reduce the capital budget and halt projects such
as the proposed public-safety
building, the replacement of the
fire station at Mitchell Park and
the new bike bridge over the U.S.
Highway 101.
Others countered that doing
so would not solve the budget problems, given that many
of these projects rely on grant
funding; that much of the work
has already been completed; and
that slashing the capital budget
would achieve one-time savings
without addressing the ongoing
operational expenses that the
city would have every year if it
doesn’t slash services.
The budget that the council adopted allows most of the
council’s priority projects to
move ahead — at least for now.

Downtown
(continued from page 5)

people they can serve.
In Menlo Park, the idea of closing streets was sparked by a request
from the owner of Cafe Zoe to use
street parking to serve customers
once the cafe is allowed to reopen.
City Councilman Ray Mueller further proposed closing Santa Cruz
Avenue and potentially other city
streets to traffic. He and Councilwoman Betsy Nash Tuesday night
proposed the temporary closures
and the creation of a “streamlined
permit process” to temporarily allow restaurants and retail stores to
serve customers and sell goods in
the closed streets.
The council didn’t take any
action on the plan on Tuesday,
but City Manager Starla JeromeRobinson agreed to look at traffic impacts and evaluate concerns
about safety raised by the Menlo
Park Fire Protection District before bringing a more detailed plan
back to the council, tentatively on
May 26.
Mountain View Mayor Margaret Abe-Koga said city staff is
“actively exploring” temporarily
closing Castro Street to traffic, an
idea that’s drawn interest in the
community over the years.
“The social distancing requirements of COVID-19 makes this an
opportune time for us to try this
concept,” she wrote in an email.
“Overall, we are looking at this
COVID-19 situation as an opportunity to revisit many of the ways
we operate.”
Redwood City is in the early
stages of considering allowing
restaurants and retail stores to use
sidewalks, private parking lots and
streets for outdoor dining and retail sales, including in downtown,
Communications Manager Jennifer Yamaguma said.
“Staff are evaluating what a program might entail, balancing the
need for economic vitality while
ensuring the health and safety of
our community,” she wrote.

steroids this time with a much
bigger project. That’s something
to keep in mind.”
The council will resume its
budget discussion on Tuesday,
May 26, when staff comes back
with limited reductions in capital spending that would allow
the restoration of some funding
to public safety and community services, which includes the
College Terrace Library and programs for teens. The council is
scheduled to formally adopt the
budget on June 22. Q
Staff Writer Gennady Sheyner
can be emailed at gsheyner@
paweekly.com.

That said, staff proposed cutting
$45 million from infrastructure spending over the next five
years, which includes a reduction
of $8.77 million in the coming
year. The capital-improvement
program still includes a transfer
of about $6 million in the current
year from the General Fund to
infrastructure.
Projects that were scrapped
from the budget include landscape improvements at El
Camino medians, upgrades to
the Ventura Community Center building, the construction
of flood-protection levees in
the Baylands and the proposed
downtown garage. The plan also
calls for spending $4 million less
on bike boulevards (from $11.3
million to $7.3 million) over the
next five years.
But with the exception of the
downtown garage, which lost
political favor well before the
pandemic, the other projects on
the council’s priority list are

expected to proceed as before.
Some council members strongly disagreed with this strategy.
Kou accused her colleagues
and staff of prioritizing “monuments” over services, and Tanaka
suggesting that delaying capital
projects “won’t have a meaningful impact on people’s lives.”
Kniss agreed.
“There are times when I think
our police and our fire may have
more merit than putting up a new
fire station, or may have more
merit than finishing up Byxbee
Park,” Kniss said. “We’ve got to
think very carefully because we
are making our trade-offs.”
But Fine and Councilman Eric
Filseth each argued that taking money from capital spending to keep popular programs
intact would merely defer the
tough debate over service cuts to
next year. Fine suggested that it
would be short-sighted to eliminate capital projects that would
serve the community for decades

to restore funding for programs
for a single year.
Cormack likened the proposed
police building to buying a refrigerator or a roof.
“It may not be as exciting to
pay for, but you kind of need to
have it,” Cormack said.
She also suggested that the
economic downturn could allow the city to save money on
the $115-million police building
by reducing construction-labor
costs. She recalled the city’s
effort a decade ago to rebuild
the library system, an endeavor
made possible by a bond that
residents passed in 2008, when
the economic outlook was also
bleak.
“Inadvertently, we ended up
saving a lot of money when we
built our libraries because we
happened to be contracting out
during a recession,” said Cormack, who led the effort to pass
the library bond. “We may have
the opportunity to do that on

About the cover: Funding for
open space preserves, Cubberley
Community Center and public
safety services would be cut
under Palo Alto’s proposed
budget. Photos by Magali
Gauthier (top left) and Veronica
Weber. Cover design by Douglas
Young.

In Palo Alto, the City Council
has not yet formally taken up a
proposal to close University and
California avenues, but staff has
been discussing the idea in recent
weeks with local restaurant and
business owners.
Palo Alto Mayor Adrian Fine
said he supports the concept, noting that the timing is optimal.
The usual argument against doing so, particularly on University
— that it would intensify traffic
on side streets and neighborhoods
— doesn’t carry as much weight
when traffic has dropped significantly during the shelter-in-place
order, he said.
Fine has been discussing related ideas with City Manager
Ed Shikada, including turning
parking space on University into
parklets and allowing more than
one business — such as a pop-up
or food truck — to share existing
restaurant space. Fine said he is
“totally supportive of experimenting with this stuff.”
But with the City Council devoting much of its time to mitigating a nearly $40-million budget
shortfall and continuing to navigate the coronavirus pandemic,
Fine said the proposal to close
downtown streets is not high on
the city’s priority list.
“Is it a great opportunity? Yes,
but it’s also not the absolute top
priority right now,” he said.
Council member Alison Cormack also supports the idea. She
also floated the idea of making
California a one-way street, with
additional outdoor seating on one
side.
“My one concern is that the
overriding objective of the health
order is that we remain sheltering
in place,” she said. “I don’t want
us to open this up until it’s safe
to do so and doesn’t constitute a
gathering, but I think it’s a great
idea, COVID-19 or not, in terms of
activating some of these spaces.”
Restaurant owners hope their
elected officials take action sooner than later.
“The crisis — we’re in it now,”

said Ekwall, who’s facing major
losses as a staff of just five people,
including him, runs takeout service at La Bodeguita. “We will
still be in it later, but now is when
people really need help.”
For Oren’s Hummus on University Avenue, which seats 49
people inside a small, narrow
dining room during normal circumstances, additional outdoor
seating would help sustain the
business, co-owner Mistie Cohen
said.
“This wouldn’t be something
we would want as a long-term solution, but I do believe for at least
the next few months, it would be a
great idea that would greatly support many restaurants,” she said.
She also suggested the city create outdoor “picnic” events that
would allow restaurants to serve
or deliver food to local parks.
Cormack also envisioned allowing food trucks to operate in local
parks.
Guillaume Bienaime, who owns
Zola on Bryant Street in downtown
Palo Alto, said building parklets in
front of restaurants would be great
— as long as the city creates a template with preselected plans, colors and fees to avoid a protracted
permitting process. Zola has been
closed since March, and Bienaime
has been pressing the city to embrace creative ideas to help his and
other restaurants recover.
“I believe we are going to see a
radical change in consumer habits for the next couple of years,”
he wrote to the council in late
April. “And we should have radical responses in order to maintain small business and a vibrant
community.”
In several local cities, Nextdoor
pages and city council inboxes
have been flooded with emails
from residents who want to see
their downtowns closed to traffic.
Others remained concerned about
the potential traffic impact.
“The loss of parking would impact the neighborhoods close to
downtown where the displaced
cars would fill the streets (which

are often narrower, and full parking presents safety hazards by
limiting emergency vehicle access),” Menlo Park resident Lynn
Smolik wrote in an email to Mueller. “Hopefully the situation necessitating social distancing will
be resolved before any hardscape
changes could be made.”
Other residents, however, have
thrown their support behind the
idea.

“We are in unprecedented
times,” Liz Laffont wrote to the
Menlo Park council last week.
“Changes have hit us, and we must
adapt more swiftly and with more
creativity than ever before.” Q
Em barcadero
Me d i a
Staff Writer Kate Bradshaw
contributed to this article. Staff
Writer Elena Kadvany can be
emailed at ekadvany@paweekly.
com.

Answers to this week’s puzzles, which can be found on page 31.
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Upfront

Crime
(continued from page 11)

the shutdown, but the overall
downward trends began prior to
the local health directives.
Collectively, the three midpennisula cities a peak in theft crimes
the week of Feb. 12, with 135
cases. Afterward, the number immediately began a rocky descent
— weeks before the World Health
Organization declared COVID-19
a global pandemic.
Magnus Lofstrom, a policy director of criminal justice at the
Public Policy Institute of California who has studied crime in
major California cities during the
pandemic, said one explanation
for the early drop could be attributed to work-from-home protocols instituted in early March.
(By March 6, some of the largest
employers in the region, including Facebook and Google, told
employees to work from home.)
Low numbers of theft crimes
vary by city, but all dips occurred during the stay-at-home
order. Mountain View reported
just 25 cases during the week of
April 1.
“Overall, criminal activity is
down in our city.” Nelson said.
“We are still seeing property
crimes — things like catalytic
converter thefts, commercial

burglaries — those are still happening, but overall things are a
little bit slower, which I think is
probably because of the health
order.”
Palo Alto experienced its biggest drop in the week after the
health order was mandated, with
12 cases.
Menlo Park statistics reveal
hardly any shift that coincides
with the pandemic’s timeline —
although reported cases dipped
to a low of seven in the week of
April 8. Part of it may have to do
with changes in reporting methodologies. (Nicole Weber, public
information officer for the Menlo
Park Police Department, noted
that the department recently began to process more online cases,
which generates a case number
that goes into the daily records.)
Another cause could be that
crime just naturally fluctuates.
“We want to be cautious in
interpreting and reading too
much into the swings in reported
crimes, because there are always
swings in reported crimes,” Lofstrom said. “But nonetheless
they’re very informative.”
Santa Clara County’s Office
of the District Attorney found
that overall crime was down 42%
between March 16 and April 24
when compared to the same period in 2019.
But not all theft crimes de-

Public Agenda

creased. Commercial burglaries
remained constant, District Attorney Jeff Rosen reported during
a County Supervisors meeting on
May 5.
“Residential burglaries are down
— more people are home,” Rosen
said. “Commercial burglaries have
remained the same — many businesses have been closed and those
are targets of opportunity.”
Not all officers attest to any
notable shifts in crime possibly
brought on by the coronavirus.
Sgt. Craig Lee, a field training officer for the Palo Alto Police Department who regularly
handles case reports, said there
was “nothing remarkable about
shelter-in-place.”
“From a patrol aspect and watching the reports and calls for service
... there’s no significant trends that
I personally have seen across any
sort of offenses or other types
of calls for service,” Lee said. “I
wouldn’t say there is a downturn of
anything based on a lower amount
of reports.”
Domestic violence and disturbance cases also varied by agency.
Menlo Park police experienced
a higher volume of domestic violence calls in the first three weeks
of sheltering-in-place when compared to the same period last year,
according to Palo Alto Online’s
sister website, The Almanac.
The Santa Clara County Sheriff’s office saw a 46% increase
in domestic disturbance calls after March 16, according to the

article. Assistant County Sheriff
Ken Binder said that included calls
that had potential for domestic
violence.
In addition, the Victims Services Unit of the Santa Clara County
district attorney’s office experienced a rise in calls for domestic
violence after an initial low in the
first few weeks of the health order. Referrals for physical child
abuse and neglect also increased
along with cases filing criminal
charges.
“We know that shelter-in-place
is not safe if you’re living with
your abuser,” Rosen said. “And
we know that this is the kind of
crime, as underreported as it is, is
still seeing these levels of reports
because people are still being attacked by the people they thought
and hoped that they could trust.”
Palo Alto and Mountain View
did not experience notable upticks in domestic violence calls
or reports, according to the departments’ public information
officers.
But the case remains, at least for
Palo Alto: “People are still going
to jail; people are still being issued
citations; officers are still out there
in the field engaging out citizenry,
responding to calls for service and
conducting our investigations,”
Lee said.

Health order violations
Crime levels may vary for
each city, but one thing that has
increased for all agencies in the

A preview of Palo Alto government meetings next week
COUNCIL APPOINTED OFFICERS COMMITTEE ... The committee plans
to discuss the evaluation process for requests for proposal submittals
relating to internal auditing. The virtual meeting will begin at 10 a.m. on
Monday, May 18. Information for participating by Zoom was not available
by press time.

Upward trend

CITY COUNCIL ... The council plans to consider changing the
methodology that the city uses for traffic analysis to comply with Senate
Bill 743 and amending the city’s ordinance restricting sales of electronic
cigarettes and flavored tobacco. The virtual meeting will begin at 5
p.m. on Monday, May 18. The meeting will be broadcast on Cable TV
Channel 26, at youtube.com/c/cityofpaloalto, and midpenmedia.org.
Those wishing to participate by Zoom can do so by dialing 669-9006833 and by using Meeting ID: 362 027 238.

CITY/SCHOOL LIAISON COMMITTEE ... The committee plans to hold a
virtual meeting at 8:30 a.m. on Thursday, May 21. The agenda was not
available by press time.
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UTILITIES ADVISORY COMMISSION ... The commission will hear
an update on the city’s response to the COVID-19 pandemic; discuss
actions related to the 2020 Sustainability and Climate Action Plan;
discuss how leaked natural gas is accounted for in measuring
greenhouse emissions; and consider a recommendation that the
City Council approve the proposed operating and capital budgets for
the Utilities Department. The virtual meeting will begin at 9 a.m. on
Wednesday, May 20. The meeting will be broadcast at youtube.com/c/
cityofpaloalto, and midpenmedia.org. Those wishing to participate by
Zoom can do so by dialing 669-900-6833 and using Meeting ID: 966
9129 7246.
ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW BOARD ... The board plans to review a
proposal to demolish a commercial building at 3585 El Camino Road
and construct a three-story mixed-use project with office spaces and
three residential units; consider a proposal to demolish a commercial
building at 486 Hamilton Ave. and build a three-story mixed-use
project with retail, office space and four residential units; and consider
a proposal for three new bus stops at Stanford Research Park. The
meeting will be broadcast on Cable TV Channel 26 and midpenmedia.
org. The virtual meeting will begin at 8:30 a.m. on Thursday, May 21.
Those wishing to participate by Zoom can do so by dialing 669-9006833 and using Meeting ID: 970 0651 0481.

Midpeninsula are calls about people violating health order.
Recently, Rosen’s office created
a hotline for complaints and concerns about the stay-at-home orders, so law enforcement agencies
don’t drown in calls. Rosen called
it “flattening the law enforcement
curve.”
Rosen reported that his office fielded around 6,000 calls
in recent weeks. But that hasn’t
stopped watchful residents of the
Midpeninsula from calling their
local police departments.
Two areas of calls that have increased for Palo Alto, according
to department spokesperson Janine De la Vega, were complaints
about speeding vehicles and health
order violations.
“The majority of these calls involve routine gardening and residential construction complaints,”
De la Vega said. “While public
health orders can be enforced
criminally, that is a measure of absolute last resort for the Palo Alto
Police Department.”
Menlo Park and Mountain View
police officers are using the same
approach in response to the new
set of calls about health order violations — many of which involve
complaints against gardeners, landscapers or construction workers.
“Our goal really is education as
opposed to enforcement because
that has been working,” Nelson
said.
Even as San Mateo County
public health officials began to
enforce face coverings on April
17, Weber said that her department has not handed out citations
or fines to Menlo Park residents
without masks, choosing an educational approach instead.

Essential gratitude
Palo Alto resident Carrie Manley snapped this shot of a waste
hauler in front of a “thank you” sign that someone posted,
which she spotted while out on a walk. At a time when we’re
all missing human interaction, we want to see how Weekly
readers are filling their days while staying close to home. If
you post a picture on social media of how you’re passing the
time, we’ll print some of our favorites in the newspaper and
on PaloAltoOnline.com. Tag Palo Alto Online on Twitter (@
paloaltoweekly), Facebook (@paloaltoonline) or Instagram
(@paloaltoonline) and use the hashtag #springtimeinsolitude.

As the Midpeninsula enters the
third month of sheltering-in-place,
data from the three cities point to
another new shift during the pandemic ? a rebound in police calls
and theft-related incidents.
Police reports show that thefts
in the region have surpassed prepandemic numbers.
In the week of April 22, there
were 58 theft-related cases in
Mountain View, 35 in Palo Alto
and 22 in Menlo Park. For Mountain View, that’s accompanied by
an increase in commercial burglaries: 27 in April compared to
13 reported in the previous three
months combined.
One possible explanation for the
recent uptick following weeks of a
downward trend?
“Probably the weather, if I had
to be honest,” Nelsonsaid.
Lofstrom agreed.
“We typically see seasonality in
crimes, and when the weather is
cold and rainy, fewer people are
out and that means that there are
fewer potential victims and fewer
potential perpetrators,” Lofstrom
said. “Especially in this environment where people have been sheltered in place for a long time, there
is that sense of urgency of getting
back out again.” Q
Editorial Assistant Lloyd
Lee can be emailed at LLee@
paweekly.com.
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Please check directly with camps for updates and remote offerings.
For more information about these camps visit paloaltoonline.com/camp_connection. To advertise in this weekly directory, call (650) 326-8210.

ACADEMICS

ARTS, CULTURE, OTHER CAMPS

Early Learning
Institute

Palo Alto
Pleasanton

Improve your student’s writing skills this summer at Emerson
School of Palo Alto and Hacienda School of Pleasanton. Courses
this year are Expository Writing, Creative Writing and Presentation
Skills.

headsup.org

Emerson: (650) 424-1267
Hacienda: (925) 485-5750

Harker Summer Programs

San Jose

The Harker School’s summer programs for children K - grade 12
offer the perfect balance of learning and fun! Programs are led by
dedicated faculty and staff who are experts at combining summer
fun and learning. Strong academics and inspiring enrichment
programs are offered in full day, partial and morning only sessions.

harker.org/summer

(408) 553-5737

i2 Camp at Castilleja School

Palo Alto

Castilleja Summer Camp
for Girls Palo Alto

Palo Alto

ATHLETICS
Kim Grant Tennis
Summer Camps

Palo Alto
Monterey Bay

Castilleja Summer Camp for Girls Palo Alto Casti Camp offers
girls entering grades 2-6 a range of age-appropriate activities
including athletics, art, science, computers, writing, crafts, cooking,
drama and music classes each day along with weekly field trips.
Leadership program available for girls entering grades 7-9.

Fun and specialized Junior Camps for Mini (3-5), Beginner,

castilleja.org/summercamp

in Monterey Bay. SO MUCH FUN!

(650) 470-7833

Community School of Music

Mountain View

Community School of Music and Arts (CSMA) Mountain View
50+ creative camps for grades K-12! Drawing, Painting, Ceramics,
Sculpture, Musical Theater, Summer Music Workshops and
more! One and two-week sessions; full and half-day enrollment.
Extended care from 8:30am-5:30pm. Financial aid offered.

arts4all.org

Intermediate, Advanced, High Performance and Elite tennis
levels. Weekly programs designed by Kim Grant to improve
player technique, fitness, agility, mental toughness and all
around game. Weekly camps in Palo Alto and Sleep-Away Camps

KimGrantTennis.com

Text: (650) 690-0678
Call: (650) 752-8061

Nike Tennis Camps

Stanford University

Junior Overnight and Day Camps for boys & girls, ages 9-18 offered
throughout June, July and August. Adult Weekend Clinics (June &
Aug). Camps directed by Head Men’s Coach, Paul Goldstein, Head

(650) 917-6800 ext. 0

Women’s Coach, Lele Forood, and Associate Men’s and Women’s

Palo Alto

Coaches, Brandon Coupe and Frankie Brennan. Come join the fun

Let’s Go Crafting

and get better this summer!

of the courses strive to excite and inspire participants about

Let’s Go Crafting’s Studio is where your child will have fun while
learning many different fiber related arts. We teach sewing,
knitting, crochet, weaving and jewelry making to children ages
8 to 15 years. AM or PM camps $275/week. Full day camps $550/
week. 5 student minimum for all sessions; 10 student maximum.

STEM, creating enthusiasm that will hopefully spill over to their

letsgocrafting.org

Run for Fun’s mission is to provide creative and engaging play for

i2 Camp offers week-long immersion programs that engage
middle school girls in the fields of science, technology, engineering
and math (STEM). The fun and intimate hands-on activities

(650) 470-7833

STANFORD EXPLORE: A Lecture Series
on Biomedical Research

Stanford

EXPLORE biomedical science at Stanford. Stanford EXPLORE
offers high school students the unique opportunity to learn from
Stanford professors and graduate students about diverse topics
in biomedical science, including bioengineering, neurobiology,
immunology and many others.

Oshman Family JCC Camps

Bay Area

around outdoor fun! We pride ourselves on hiring an enthusiastic,

Camps at the OFJCC introduce your child to new experiences
while creating friendships in a fun and safe environment. We
work to build confidence, stretch imaginations and teach new
skills.

highly trained staff who love what they do. Summer 2020 features

paloaltojcc.org/Camps

Camp Jones Gulch, Capitola Beach, Foothills Park, Shoreline Lake

Palo Alto Community
Child Care (PACCC)

(650) 223-8622

Palo Alto

students collaborate to tackle real-world problems by utilizing

paccc.org

explore-series@stanford.edu

Summer@Stratford

Palo Alto/Bay Area

Stratford infuses its STEAM (Science, Technology, Engineering,
Arts, and Math) curriculum into an innovative and enriching
summer camp experience. Younger campers learn, explore, and

(650) 493-2361

ATHLETICS

the Middle School level, individual subject-based enrichment

Dance Connection Palo Alto

stratfordschools.com/summer
pa@stratfordschools.com

Share the joy of dance with us! Our studio is an extended family
and a “home away from home” for our community of children
and teens. At Dance Connection, we value the positive energy
and atmosphere that we continuously strive to provide. Summer
Dance Camps include all styles of dance for ages 4 and up and
features our new “This is Me!” Empowerment Camp along with
Teen Jazz and Hip Hop Camps. A Summer Session for ages 3 to
adults will be offered from June 8 – July 31.

Palo Alto

Art, cooking, tinkering, yoga and mindfulness. We celebrate
multiple perspectives and recognize the many ways for our children
to interpret their world. Summer Unplugged! is appropriate for
ages 6-11 years. Located at Walter Hays School.

(650) 269-0423

day filled with sports, crafts and nature, including explorations to

of traditional overnight camp mixed with challenge-by-choice
activities, campfires, friendships and lots of laughter.

runforfuncamps.com/summer-camps-and-schoolholiday-camps/camp-overview
(650) 823-5167

Spartans Sports Camp

Mountain View

Spartans Sports Camp offers a wide variety of sports, performing
arts, and academic enrichment camps for kids entering grades
1-9. Experienced staff ensures everyone has fun. Daily on-site
swimming is offered for all camps. Camps begin June 8th and run
is run by MVHS coaches and student-athletes and all proceeds

classes are offered and tailored for each grade level.

ARTS, CULTURE, OTHER CAMPS

Camp High Five. Adventure Day Camp is a new discovery every

weekly through July 31st at Mountain View High School. The camp

academic principles and concepts in a fun and engaging way. At

(650) 493-1141

four weeks of Adventure Day Camp and two weeks of Overnight

and Great America. Camp High Five is six days and five nights

engage in hands-on learning projects, while Elementary-age

explore.stanford.edu

artandsoulpa.com

Run for Fun Camps

Palo Alto

PACCC summer camps offer campers, grades 1st to 6th, a wide
variety of engaging opportunities. We are excited to announce
all of your returning favorites: Leaders in Training (L.I.T.), Camp
YOUnique, F.A.M.E. (Fine Arts, Music and Entertainment), J.V.
Sports, Operation: Chef and Chef Jr.! Periodic field trips, special
visitors and many engaging camp activities, songs and skits
round out the variety of offerings at PACCC Summer Camps.
Open to campers from all communities. Register online.

Art and Soul Camp

(800) NIKE-CAMP
(800) 645-3226

all youth by getting kids active in an inclusive community centered

schoolwork and school choices in future years.

castilleja.org/i2camp

(650) 814-4183

ussportscamps.com

Palo Alto

danceconnectionpaloalto.com/dance-connectionevent-calendar/summer-dance-camps
(650) 852-0418 or (650) 322-7032
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benefit the MVHS Athletic Department. Lunch and extended care
are available for your convenience. Flexible cancellation policies.

spartanssportscamp.com

(650) 479-5906

YMCA of Silicon Valley
Summer Camps

Silicon Valley

At the Y, children and teens of all abilities acquire new skills, make
friends, and feel that they belong. With hundreds of Summer Day
Camps plus Overnight Camps, you will find a camp that’s right for
your family. Sign up today, camps are filling up! Financial assistance
is available.

ymcasv.org/summercamp

(408) 351-6473

Upfront

Dennis Dwight Dillon

Masks
(continued from page 5)

VERY REAL

LOCAL NEWS
Join today:
SupportLocalJournalism.org

Magali Gauthier

was championed by Councilwoman Liz Kniss and supported
Monday by Councilwoman Lydia
Kou, who said that requiring face
coverings would help prevent the
spread of COVID-19.
“We have seen gatherings in
parks, especially on weekends,
whenever the weather is nice. ... If
they’re going to be sitting in parks
or going to open spaces or have
gatherings, then they need to have
their masks on. Because this is exactly how it will be transmitted,”
Kou said.
While the council was unanimous, the public was split on the
issue. Some called the measure
reasonable while others suggested
it’s unnecessary.
“Since the county doesn’t require masks in public, I really
wonder why the City Council
thinks they know better?” resident
Tim Diebert asked in an email.
“What science is this being based
on?”
Santa Clara County already requires masks for people who visit
“essential businesses,” Diebert
noted. And when he is out doing
errands, the very few people who
are out are already maintaining
the county order, he wrote.
Matt Smuts, pastor at Grace
Lutheran Church, said he was
concerned about “the image of
faith communities leading worship online with face masks on.”
“Seems it might cause people
to be additionally alarmed,”
Smuts told the council Monday.
“I’m wondering if this would be
beneficial to helping people be
calm at a time of shelter-in-place.
I’m wondering if this might be
too broad a blanket.”
But resident Nancy Wagner
said she believes a local mask
mandate is warranted. She said
during a recent visit to House
of Bagels, she found employees
were not wearing masks. When
she asked the manager about
it, he told her that masks were
“optional.”
“Basically not required, so
they’re not bothering. ... I understand that Santa Clara County has
made face masks optional, but the
city of Palo Alto can do better,”
Wagner wrote.
City Manager Ed Shikada
and City Attorney Molly Stump
warned Monday that the city does
not have the resources to enforce
the ban. Stump urged the council
to “be realistic” about the new
mandate.
“Because we don’t have sufficient city staff to be responding
to little gatherings as they occur,
this really needs to be an effort

A man walks past CVS Pharmacy in downtown Palo Alto on April
29. The City Council voted on May 11 to make masks mandatory
when walking into a business and other public places.
around education through our
communication channels and between community members and
neighbors talking to each other,”
Stump said.
Even without strict enforcement, the law will allow community members to tell others, “This

995 Fictitious Name
Statement
EAST WEST BOOKSHOP OF PALO ALTO
EAST WEST BOOKSHOP
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
File No.: FBN665248
The following person (persons) is (are) doing
business as:
1.) East West Bookshop of Palo Alto, 2.) East
West Bookshop, located at 324 Castro Street,
Mountain View, CA 94041.
This business is owned by: A Corporation.
The name and residence address of the
registrant(s) is(are):
EAST WEST BOOKSHOP OF PALO ALTO
324 Castro Street
Mountain View, CA 94041
Registrant began transacting business under
the fictitious business name(s) listed above
on 12/28/1994.
This statement was filed with the County
Clerk-Recorder of Santa Clara County on
May 5, 2020.
(PAW May 15, 22, 29; June 5, 2020)
TEOH COMPANY
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
File No.: FBN665102
The following person (persons) is (are) doing
business as:
Teoh Company, located at 197 A Easy Street,
Mountain View, CA 94043, Santa Clara
County.
This business is owned by: An Individual.
The name and residence address of the
registrant(s) is(are): ALBERT ROBERT TEOH
197 A Easy Street
Mountain View, CA 94043
Registrant has not yet begun to transact
business under the fictitious business
name(s) listed above.
This statement was filed with the County
Clerk-Recorder of Santa Clara County on
April 24, 2020.
(PAW May 15, 22, 29; Jun 5, 2020)

997 All Other Legals
AMENDED NOTICE OF HEARINGGUARDIANSHIP OR CONSERVATORSHIP
This notice is required by law.
This notice does not require you to appear
in court, but you may attend the hearing if
you wish.
Case Number: 19PR187385
Conservatorship of the Estate of ALICE KU

is the law. You need to obey it,”
Shikada said.
“The social pressure is what
will make this most effective,”
Shikada said. Q
Staff Writer Gennady Sheyner
can be emailed at gsheyner@
paweekly.com.

NOTICE is given that GEORGE KU Petitioner
and Proposed Conservator has filed a
Petition for Appointment of Probate
Conservator.
A HEARING on the matter will be held as
follows:
Date: June 2, 2020 Time: 1:30 p.m. Dept.: 13
of the Superior Court of California, County
of Santa Clara, located at 191 N. First St., San
Jose, CA 95113.
NOTE:*
A copy of this Notice of HearingGuardianship or Conservatorship (“Notice”)
must be “served” on- delivered to — each
person who has the right under the law
to be notified of the date, time, place, and
purpose of a court hearing in a guardianship
or conservatorship.
Copies of this Notice may be served by
mail in most situations. In a guardianship,
however, copies of this Notice must
sometimes be personally served on certain
persons; and copies of this Notice may be
personally served instead of served by mail
in both guardianships and conservatorships.
The petitioner (the person who requested
the court hearing) may not personally
perform either service by mail or personal
service, but must show the court that copies
of this Notice have been served in a way
the law allows. The petitioner does this by
arranging for someone else to perform the
service and complete and sign a proof of
service, which the petitioner then files with
the original Notice.
This page contains a proof of service that
may be used only to show service by mail.
To show personal service, each person who
performs the service must complete and
sign a proof of personal service, and each
signed copy of that proof of service must be
attached to this Notice when it is filed with
the court. You may use form GC-020(P) to
show personal service of this Notice.
*(This Note replaces the clerk’s certificate
of posting on prior versions of this form. If
notice by posting is desired, attach a copy
of form GC-020 (C), Clerk’s Certificate of
Posting Notice of Hearing-Guardianship or
Conservatorship. (See Prob. Code, 2543 (c).)
(PAW May 15, 22, 29, 2020)

Call Alicia Santillan at 650-223-6578
or email asantillan@paweekly.com for assistance
with your legal advertising needs.

Dennis Dwight Dillon
died on April 23, 2020, at
age 81. Our world is better
because he was in it. As
his family, we know we
were the most important
part of his life, and his
choices in the way he
spent his time reflected
that. Since his death,
friends and colleagues
from across the many
chapters of his life have
praised his generosity,
his sense of humor, his
love of adventure, and his
gifts as a leader, whether
picking a ski line through
the trees or standing up
for his fellow labor-union members. Many people have told
us they considered him a second father, a brother, or their best
friend.
Dennis, more widely known as Denny, married Cynthia
Law in 1964. Cindy was the love of his life and his best friend
for the next 55 years. Their daughters, Kristen and Kimberly,
were reared in Palo Alto, where Denny and Cindy have
continued to live.
Denny was born in Kansas and spent his later childhood
years in the Colorado mountains. He was valedictorian of
Evergreen High School’s graduating class of 23 students and
an appointee to the third graduating class of the United States
Air Force Academy. After earning his wings, he flew C-118/
DC-6B aircraft, transporting troops, cargo, and dignitaries
around the world for the Military Air Transport Service
squadron based at McGuire Air Force Base in New Jersey.
Following active duty, Denny joined United Airlines for
a 35-years-long career as a pilot, retiring as a captain on the
Boeing 777. During his time with United, he served for decades
in the leadership of the Air Line Pilots Association and also
worked for two years at United’s corporate headquarters in
Chicago as Director of Flight Crew Resources.
Denny loved travel and spending time with his family.
Often joining friends, they spent hundreds of days on ski
slopes and cruising in sailboats. The family’s travels ranged
from camping trips in the Sierra Nevada to lengthy home
exchanges in Europe. For much of the 1970s, Denny planned
his work schedules around coaching two afternoon soccer
practices per week and Saturday games for his daughters’
AYSO teams. Throughout their marriage, he and Cindy have
been devotees of live theater, as well as ardent fans of Stanford
sports, women’s volleyball and basketball in particular.
When anything needed to be fixed, calculated, or researched,
Denny was the go-to person, no matter whether it involved
a 30-year-old pickup, an obscure financial investment, or a
WiFi router. He also enthusiastically tackled projects large and
small, from replacing the foundation under the family home
to inventing adaptive technology for a friend with paralysis.
Denny died from complications of myelodysplastic
syndrome (MDS), a bone marrow failure disorder that
developed in 2016. While he remained active and vibrant
over the past year, his condition had gradually become
unresponsive to medical treatment. His death was sudden but
peaceful, with Cindy at his side.
In addition to Cindy, Denny is survived by daughter
Kimberly Dillon of Verbier, Switzerland; daughter Kristen
Dillon and husband Paul Blackburn of Hood River, Oregon;
granddaughters Althea and Rosalie; and sister Sharon
McDonald and husband Galen of Mullinville, Kansas.
Extended family has held an online celebration-of-life
ceremony. Should you wish to make a donation in Denny’s
memory, please consider the MDS Foundation or the Second
Harvest Food Bank of Silicon Valley.
PAID
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Pulse

A weekly compendium of vital statistics

POLICE CALLS
Palo Alto
May 7-May 13
Violence related
Battery . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Domestic violence . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Murder/homicide . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Theft related
Attempted residential burglaries . . . . . . 1
Commercial burglaries . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Counterfeit . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Petty theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Residential burglaries . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Shoplifting. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2

Vehicle related
Auto theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Bicycle theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7
Hit and run . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Theft from auto . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Vehicle accident/major injury . . . . . . . . 1
Vehicle accident/minor injury . . . . . . . . 1
Vehicle accident/prop damage. . . . . . . 1
Vehicle tow . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Alcohol or drug related
Driving under influence . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Drunk in public . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Possession of drugs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Under influence of drugs . . . . . . . . . . . 2

Miscellaneous
Found property. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Located missing person . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
Misc. penal code violation . . . . . . . . . . 2
Missing person . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Psychiatric subject . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
Suspicious circumstances . . . . . . . . . . 1
Trespassing . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Vandalism . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Warrant/other agency . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3

Menlo Park
May 6-May 12
Violence related
Battery . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Strong arm robbery . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Theft related
Commercial burglaries . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Fraud . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Grand theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
Petty theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4
Residential burglaries . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Theft undefined. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Vehicle related
Auto recovery . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Auto theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1

Carleton Crosby Hoffner, Jr.

Palo Alto
796 San Antonio Road, 1/21, 3:02 a.m.;
murder.
Everett Avenue, 5/9, 11 a.m.; domestic
violence/battery.
Arastradero Road, 5/10, 10:10 p.m.;
battery/peace officer.

1200 block Henderson Ave., 5/6, 2:30
p.m.; strong arm robbery.
1300 block Willow Road, 5/6, 3:58
a.m.; battery.

OBITUARIES
Deborah Ide Ruskin,
Raj Marphatia
A list of local residents who
died recently:
Deborah Ide Ruskin, 75,
landscape designer and Palo
Alto resident, died on March
28. Raj Marphatia, 60, a Palo
Alto resident, died on May 8.
To read their full obituaries,
leave remembrances and post
photos, go to Lasting Memories at PaloAltoOnline.com/
obituaries. Q

September 11, 1944 – March 28, 2020

was proud of his work on this project bringing the
family’s history in Pearl Harbor full circle.
After completing his active duty assignments in
1966, Carl continued his service as a Commander
in the United States Naval Reserve and remained
in Hawaii working as a civilian for the United
States Department of the Navy. In 1968, the
family moved to Fairfax, Virginia,
when Carl accepted a position at
the Pentagon. Although no longer
in the military he continued to
serve the military in his civilian
capacity building infrastructure
and providing logistical support
in the South Pacific and Southeast
Asia during the Vietnam war.
Once he completed his work at
the Pentagon, the family moved to
California in 1971, where Carl was
director of the Western Division
Naval
Facilities
Command,
managing the Public Works for all Naval Facilities
in the Western Hemisphere. In his “spare time”
Carl finished his studies at the Stanford Graduate
School of Business where he earned his MBA in
1974. Upon retiring from the Defense Department
in 1987, Carl remained active as a consultant in
the Defense and Public Utilities space.
Carl and Connie built a custom home in Palo
Alto where they finished raising their family.
All three children graduated from Gunn High
School. Carl utilized his special skills in business
administration and Public Works while serving
on the Palo Alto City Council (1991-1999). In 2005
Carl and Connie moved into the Vi in Palo Alto,
a retirement community on the Stanford campus.
Carl enjoyed studying various businesses,
investing in stocks, and attending stockholder
meetings all over the Silicon Valley. He knew most
CEOs of the corporations in which he owned
stocks on a first name basis. He enjoyed sharing
his knowledge and wisdom with acquaintances,
friends, and family as a financial coach on a pro
bono basis.
Carl is survived by his loving wife of almost
67 years, Connie R. Hoffner, his three children:
Carol H. Walsh (Newport, Oregon), Heidi
H. Wheatley (Red Oak, Texas), and Eric K.
Hoffner (Los Gatos, CA), six grandchildren:
Kara, Robyn, Erica, Michael, Annie & Carly and
seven great-grandchildren: Kyah, Weston, Zane,
Ayden, Elliana, Jonathan & Samuel.
Carl proudly served his country, the federal
government, the city of Palo Alto, and his
family. He will be buried at Arlington National
Cemetery with full military honors where his
parents and grandparents are laid to rest.
PAID
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VIOLENT CRIMES

Menlo Park

Debby Ruskin

April 23, 1931 – April 21, 2020

Carleton Crosby Hoffner, Jr. died in his home
2 days before his 89th birthday. He passed
peacefully with his loving son and wife of 66
years by his side.
As the only child born to Rear Admiral Carleton
C. Hoffner, Sr. and Josephine Huber Hoffner in
Washington D.C. on April 23, 1931, Carl wanted
to follow in his father’s footsteps
by serving in the U.S.Navy. While
growing up, Carl became active in
the Washington Figuring Skating
Club, competing nationally and
internationally in pairs and ice
dancing competition. Carl and his
partner Ann (“Chickie”) Davies
won the US National Championship
in 1946 and in 1949 placed 3rd in the
World Championships in Paris. He
carefully maintained his amateur
status in ice skating throughout his
life, “just in case” he ever found the
time to get back into skating.
In addition to the focus and many hours of
training required to be a world class figure skater,
Carl also worked several part time jobs, competed
in tennis at the Army Navy Country Club, and
graduated at the top of his high school class.
His outstanding accomplishments netted him
a presidential appointment to the United States
Naval Academy where his father graduated in
1925. He spent 1 year attending the University
of Virginia until he was old enough to enter the
Naval Academy. While at the Academy he served
as captain of the varsity tennis and squash teams.
During a squash competition against Harvard in
1952 one of his teammates became ill. Carl went to
check on his teammate at Mount Auburn Hospital
in Cambridge. It was there that he met his future
wife, Registered Nurse Mary Constance Read
(Connie). Carl graduated from the Naval Academy
on June 5, 1953 and married Connie the same day.
Immediately following graduation, Carl went
to sea to serve in the Korean conflict followed by
a world tour. Upon his return to Norfolk, Virginia,
after more than a year of active duty, he reunited
with his wife, and was introduced to his sixmonth-old daughter, Carol (1954, Chelsea, MA)
for the first time. He served a full career in the U.S.
Navy taking him all over the world. He and Connie
found time to have two more children: Heidi
(1956, West Point, NY) and Eric (1959, Guam). In
1960, the family moved to Hawaii, where Carl, as
part of the Seabees (Naval Combat Construction
Force), finished the construction of the Arizona
Memorial. His father was on duty in Pearl Harbor
on the morning of December 7, 1941 when the
Arizona was sunk during the Japanese attack. Carl

Bicycle recovery . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Bicycle theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4
Driving w/ suspended license. . . . . . . . 1
Theft from auto . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Vehicle accident/minor injury . . . . . . . . 2
Alcohol or drug related
Drunk in public . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Possession of drugs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Possession of paraphernalia . . . . . . . . 2
Miscellaneous
Disturbance . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Found property. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Located missing person . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Other/misc. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
Psychiatric subject . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
Trespassing . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
Vandalism . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1

OBITUARY

Deborah Ide Ruskin, a Palo Alto
resident and landscape designer
died at home on March 28 surrounded by her family following a
2 ½ year battle with cancer.
Debby will be remembered by
many for the beautiful residential
gardens she created in the Peninsula and South Bay. She graduated
from University of Arizona with
a degree in Fine Arts and from
Berkeley Extension Program in
Landscape Architecture. Partnering with her daughter, Amy Palmer, Ruskin Gardens design
and fine gardening business became well known and highly
respected in the area. She helped found the California chapter
of APLD, the Association of Professional Landscape Designers and later served as the secretary/treasurer of the National
Association. She was involved with the Palo Alto Garden Club
for many years and was invaluable in labeling all plants for the
annual Gamble’s Spring Garden Tour.
Debby was the anchor of her blended family and will be
sorely missed by her husband Rob Ruskin, daughter Amy
Palmer (Gadi Zohar) and sons Josh Palmer (Heather), Ethan
Ruskin (Korinne) and Dan Ruskin (Kari) as well as 7 awesome
grandchildren: Landon and Braden Palmer, Izzy and Ben Zohar
and Matthew, Ryan and Ellen Ruskin. The entire family plus
nieces and nephews gather in Hawaii for a week every July and
at Tahoe during winter break. She brought fun, joy and strength
to every gathering.
Debby will also be remembered by her many friends for her
beauty and skill on the tennis court. For many she was a favorite doubles partner. Her coach, Mariano Paris, at Foothills T&S
club wrote a glowing description of Debby the player and the
amazing positive and encouraging person she was. She loved
games, in particular bridge with our very fun group of 4 couples
who came together for bridge and dinner regularly.
Debby was a member of the Palo Alto Kiwanis Club and
participated annually at the University Avenue Art and Wine
Festival pouring with her charming smile to raise money for
their charitable foundation. She was active every year at the
Kiwanis May Fete Faire at Heritage Park at the end of the May
Fete parade.
Debby will be remembered lovingly by her family including
her sister, Susan Junta, many nieces and nephews and many
friends as the kind, generous and caring person she was.
The family prefers donations in her memory to be made to
Gamble Gardens with the goal of adding a brick with her name
to the beautiful gazebo in the center of the demonstration garden or to The Kiwanis Club of Palo Alto Charitable Foundation
that serves the needs of children in the area.
The family plans to have a celebration of her life when large
gatherings are once again possible.
PAID
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Celebrate Your Graduate!
Preserve this special moment in time in the
Palo Alto Weekly Graduation Issue.
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btaining a diploma is a moment in your graduate’s
life you all will cherish for years to come. But the
current pandemic and shelter-in-place order make it
much more difficult to celebrate in the ways you may
have imagined.
We wanted to ﬁnd a way to honor local graduates
and do something memorable for the class of 2020.
For the ﬁrst time, we will be offering a special section
in our paper and online dedicated to the Class of
2020 for announcements! This is your opportunity to
publicly recognize their achievements and honor your
graduate in an ad in our June 5 Graduation issue and
online on a designated page on our website.

Learn more and submit your graduate at
PaloAltoOnline.com/graduation

Lauren Lee
PALO ALTO HIGH SCHOOL
To our favorite soccer player, our family
fashion expert and the sibling with
the best laugh snort, congratulations!
Lauren, you inspire us every day with
your kindness, big dreams and humor,
and we can’t wait to watch you make
your mark wherever you go. Keep
running full speed ahead — we’ll
always be right behind you.
—Mom, Dad & Aaron
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WHY SUPPORT

LOCAL
JOURNALISM?
Our subscribing members
say it best...

“

I admire and appreciate your excellent
work — always, but especially right now.
I’m forever a supporter ... Keep up the
great journalism!

”

- Christina D.

Will you join the thousands of others
supporting local journalism?
Now’s your moment to step up when we need you the most.

Subscribe now at PaloAltoOnline.com/join
You can also subscribe for one year by mailing a check for $120
($60 for seniors and students) to us at 450 Cambridge Ave., Palo Alto 94306.
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Spectrum
Editorials, letters and opinions

Letters
All pitching in?
Editor,
I listened to a webinar yesterday by the senior management of
my alma mater at the University
of Rochester in New York. They
are facing a $370-million deficit
and were explaining how they
would cope with it. All senior

administrators are voluntarily
taking a 14% to 25% salary cut (a
higher percentage for higher salary level) for the next 14 months.
Faculty and staff with salaries
in excess of $60K to $100K are
being put on rolling furloughs of
up to two weeks at a time, with
longer furloughs on a case-bycase and voluntary basis. This is
an organization that has been in
existence since 1850 and wants to

survive. Everyone on staff there
is pitching in. Shouldn’t everyone
on staff at the city of Palo Alto
pitch in too?
Alan Cooper
Kellogg Avenue, Palo Alto

Financial deficit
Editor,
The current budget shortfall
in Palo Alto is generating a lot
of scare tactics, such as reducing

public safety and programming,
and lessons like “We should have
had much more development.”
There are more creative ways
through this. First, I’m sure that
the city can be run more leanly
with staff reductions. Staff salaries also can be looked at; they
are incredibly generous. Programming can be maintained with volunteer help from the community,
if the council and staff use some

creativity instead of the quickand-easy “let’s cut things.”
In this wealthy area, we need
to explore and lobby for ways to
tap the affluence of the Palo Alto
community. Whether by legislation or public spirit, it is time for
those who have accumulated millions and billions living here to
come to the aid of the community.
Richard Almond
University Avenue, Palo Alto

Guest Opinion

5G cell towers are coming to your neighborhood
by Meredith Einaudi

P

alo Alto residential neighborhoods may be about to
experience a significant
increase in the number cell towers along their streets. I think
these could threaten aesthetics,
safety, noise levels and property
valuations.
The Palo Alto City Council is
working on a Revised Wireless
Ordinance, which together with
the Revised
Wireless Resolution passed
in December,
will determine
the city’s requirements for
locating future
cell towers and
antennas.
Major city budget cuts may
lead to a reduction of staff needed to process the cell tower applications and ensure that the
public safety and noise codes
established are met and maintained. In my opinion, these proposed cuts could favor the demands of the wireless companies
over residents’ best interests.
Why are cities and towns
across America suddenly revising their rules for permitting
cell towers? In 2018 the Federal
Communications Commission
(FCC) established regulations
with no congressional approval,
which gave wireless companies
the right to erect 5G cell towers on the right-of-ways (streets)
of all municipalities in the nation on an accelerated schedule.
Meeting this mandated schedule meant that towns, like Palo
Alto, had to rewrite their wireless ordinances and shortcut
their more thorough process for
reviewing residents’ needs and
welfare before approving all
cell towers.
As I understand it, under new
FCC rules, wireless companies

can threaten cities and their
city councils with lawsuits if
they do not approve the distances between “small cell”
cell towers these companies
demand they are entitled to,
even though the FCC ruling
may soon be overturned in the
courts. The wireless companies argue that they need many
more cell towers to better serve
their subscribers.
However, 5G is a new technology, untested for safety according to industry, which will overlap with older 3G and 4G cell
towers. It seems to me that it may
be hard for wireless companies
to prove the optimal number of
additional 5G cell towers needed
until a few are installed in residential neighborhoods, spaced
at the distances from homes and
schools that Palo Alto residents
are requesting but wireless companies dispute. Who is serving
whom?
In my view, there are five elements of the draft Palo Alto
Wireless Ordinance (PAWO)
that should be of major concern
to all residents, especially homeowners. These are:
1. How close to private residences can new 4G/5G cell towers or antennas, referred to in
city documents as WCFs (wireless communication facilities),
be installed? WCFs will, in many
cases, be mounted on neighborhood streetlights or telephone
poles. Draft PAWO specifies a
no-exception minimum distance
of 20 feet from homes, while
many residents argue for 100
feet. Twenty feet is about the
length of two cars!
2. How far apart WCFs can
be installed along our residential streets? Draft PAWO specifies WCFs will be “no less than
600 feet apart.” Other towns like
Los Altos mandate 1,500 feet

between WCFs.
3. How close to day care centers, preschools and K-12 public
and private schools can WCFs be
installed? Draft PAWO specifies
a no-exception minimum distance of 300 feet from a parcel
containing a public school. The
Palo Alto Unified School District Board of Education unanimously requested 1,500 feet
from all schools.
4. What is the noise standard for fans cooling the WCFs
(these fans can operate as much
as 24/7)? Draft PAWO specifies
60 decibels (dBAs), equivalent
to restaurant conversation or an
air conditioning unit at 100 feet.
Mill Valley requires 50 dBAs,
one-half as loud as 60 dBAs. Los
Altos mandates 45 dBAs.
5. What is the time span for
WCF permits or license agreements between the city of Palo
Alto and the wireless companies? Draft PAWO specifies
that WCF permits are valid for
10 years. Some other towns and
cities specify five years. Cell
towers mandated today could be
legally unnecessary tomorrow.
There are presently two bills in
Congress (Rep. Anna Eshoo’s
HR 530 and Sen. Dianne Feinstein’s SB 2012) and an appeal
before the Ninth Circuit Court of
Appeals aimed at reversing the
current FCC ruling.
What is 5G? Unlike the prior
2G-4G wireless devices, which
use longer microwaves, 5G uses
shorter millimeter waves, which
operate at higher frequencies and
pulsation levels. Because these
milliwaves are short, they do not
travel as far, and 5G/4G WCFs
need to be closer to homes and
businesses than previous taller
cell towers.
Termed “small cell,” these
emit nearly the same radiation
as older larger 4G cell towers,

some experts state. In addition,
5G WCFs generate more heat
than 4G WCFs. To prevent fire
hazards, 5G WCFs are commonly installed with cooling
fans that may run 24/7. To reduce fan noise to meet decibel
levels required by city contracts,
the wireless providers can add
noise-reducing devices.
I believe that the 60 decibel level in Draft PAWO is too
high. The continuous fan noise
from 5G WCFs could easily become an intrusive part of our
“soundscape.”
Now, I hope everyone will immediately write to the Palo Alto
City Council with their concerns
and requests. Below are standards that I believe strike the optimal balance between wireless
company demands and residents’
“public welfare”:
• No exception WCF 100-foot
setback from residential homes,
• No-exception WCF 1500foot setback from schools and
daycare centers,
• No-exception 1,500 feet distancing between WCFs along
residential streets

• No-exception maximum
45-decibel noise levels from all
WCFs.
Unless the council hears from
residents right away, pressure
from wireless companies and a
lack of corresponding community outcry will result in no change
to the current PAWO draft.
More information about the
dangers of the proposed wireless ordinance can be found in
letters sent to the City Council. An online search for “Palo
Alto Revised Wireless Resolution-1/06/2020” will show excellent arguments from Palo
Alto resident Tina Chow (U.C.
Berkeley professor of environmental engineering) on page 29;
Dr. Cindy Russell (Physicians
for Safe Technology) on page
50; and resident Dan Adams on
page 47. Q
Meredith Einaudi is a past
president of the Palo Alto
Council for the Arts. She thanks
Dr. Cindy Russell, founder of
Physicians for Safe Technology,
for reviewing this column. She
can be reached at meinaudi@
sbcglobal.net.

WHAT DO YOU THINK?
The Palo Alto Weekly encourages comments on our coverage
or on issues of local interest.

Will closing down city
streets help restaurants?
Submit letters to the editor of up to 300 words to letters@paweekly.com.
Submit guest opinions of 1,000 words to editor@paweekly.com. Include your
name, address and daytime phone number so we can reach you.
We reserve the right to edit contributions for length, objectionable content,
libel and factual errors known to us. Anonymous letters will generally not be
accepted. Submitting a letter to the editor or guest opinion constitutes a granting
of permission to the Palo Alto Weekly and Embarcadero Media to also publish it
online, including in our online archives and as a post on Town Square.
For more information, contact Editorial Assistant Lloyd Lee at llee@paweekly.
com or 650-223-6526 or Editor Jocelyn Dong at editor@paweekly.com.
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Do you dream of living on the beach
or near the ocean?
312 Oceanview Drive, La Selva Beach

Has this pandemic changed your mind about where you want to live and how you
will work? Perhaps you have dreamed of living on the beach or near the ocean? The
beach townhome at 312 Oceanview Drive is on the sand in La Selva Beach. Make
your Zoom calls from the mid-level living area after a morning run on the beach.
Need something close to the
water with a zen like garden and
a private home office? Look no
further than 533 La Honda Drive
in Aptos.

533 La Honda Drive, Aptos

Food reporting you won't
ﬁnd anywhere else.

Call me today to learn more
about these and other
properties in Santa Cruz
County and get started living
the life of your dreams.

BY E L E N A K A DVA N Y

Sign up for the only food
newsletter on the Peninsula
at PaloAltoOnline.com/
express

Audrey Sullivan Jacob

831.515.9130
ajacob@davidlyng.com
www.audreyjacob.com
DRE #01943629

1527 Fordham Court, Mountain View 94040
Listed at $2,995,000. Sold, with four offers, for $3,115,000.
Living area 2,130 square feet; lot 8,054 square feet.
Four bedrooms, two-and-a-half baths.
Please see testimonial from the owner, below.
Recently we decided to sell our house in the Bay Area and move. This can be very
stressful. We needed a realtor who could not just sell our house but help with all
expected and unexpected issues. We chose to trust our house to Lana Ralston from
,QWHUR%HUNVKLUH+DWKDZD\¶V/RV$OWRVRI¿FH/DQDKDVH[WHQVLYHH[SHULHQFHVHUYLQJ
clients in Santa Clara County and has lived here for a long time.
Lana impressed us the moment she arrived, and three months later, when the escrow has closed, we are impressed even more. We began with making a
comprehensive schedule, which guided us in doing house and yard upgrades, packing and moving out, staging, putting the house on the market and taking
offers. Lana helped decide with making the house and yard ready. She saved us time and money by helping to choose what made the property appealing,
providing the contractors, and overseeing the work, so we could focus on moving.
:HZHUHLQWKHPLGGOHRIWKHPRYHZKHQWKHFRURQDYLUXVKLW:HOHIWOHDYLQJ/DQDLQFKDUJH6KHGHDOWZLWKDOOGLI¿FXOWLHVDQGSODFHGWKHKRXVHRQWKH
market right on schedule. She adjusted her marketing strategy to a new environment, and two weeks later all was done. This is amazing considering the
tough conditions with which Lana had to deal.
,QFRQFOXVLRQZHDUHYHU\JUDWHIXOWR/DQDIRUKHUVXSSRUWLQWKHVHGLI¿FXOWWLPHVDQGEHLQJQRWMXVWDKLJKO\SURIHVVLRQDOUHDOWRUEXWDJUHDWIULHQG:H
would not have been able to do everything without her.

2427 Burnham Way, Palo Alto 94303
Listed at $2,100,000. Sold, with four offers, for $2,202,000.
Living area 1,120 square feet; lot 6,241 square feet.
Three bedrooms, two baths.

Lana Ralston

Realtor

650-776-9226

496 First Street #200, Los Altos
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RalstonWorks.com
DRE# 01477598

Colonial Home in Emerald Hills
Bed | .5 Bath | 3,080 Sq Ft | Call for Price | aOoB_MW__p/Bb BsOd dtbs|àKda

Adriana Trenev
Realtor®
650.383.5697
DRE 01893246

Experience First-Class
Concierge Care
BUbWKObsyWOzpdTJdsVsVO B|BbM9OpsOobVW__pBoOOb]d|OMsVodtUVdtssVWp d_dbWB_VdaO
that sits at the end of a cul-de-sac. This charming home has been designed with an eye towards
blending the interior with the surroundings, making it ideal for indoor and outdoor living.
Located in the desirable Emerald Hills neighborhood the home offers bedrooms, .5
bathrooms plus a onebedroom unit (can be used as a rental or a guest unit, buyer to verify
permitsï, a studio unit, and an oversized szdøcar garageà
I hope you are keeping well and staying well during these times. Despite everything that is
haplObWbUÛsVOoOBoOpsW__aBb|adsWyBsOMJt|OopBbMpO__OopdtssVOoOÝ2VOaBo^OsWppsW__
adyWbUà9OBoOltssWbUK_WObspWbsdOpKodzOyOo|zOO^à9VBsOyOo|dtbOOMÛzOBoOVOoOTdo
|dtà B__sdMB|about this home or any of my other listings/exclusive off-market opportunities.
Rankings provided courtesy of Real Trends, The Thousand list of individual agents by total sales volume in 2018. Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Number 01527235.
__aBsOoWB_loOpObsOMVOoOWbWpWbsObMOMTdoWbTdoaBsWdbB_ltoldpOpdb_|BbMWpKdalW_OMTodapdtoKOpMOOaOMoO_WBJ_OJtsVBpbdsJOObyOoWOMà VBbUOpWbloWKOÛKdbMWsWdbÛpB_OdozWsVMoBzB_aB|JOaBMOzWsVdtsbdsWKOà!dpsBsOaObsWpaBMOBpsd
BKKtoBK|dTBb|MOpKoWlsWdbà__aOBptoOaObspBbMpntBoOTddsBUOBoOBllod{WaBsOà+Oo dtbs|.OKdoMpÛtbyOoWOMà
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Elegant Entertainer’s Estate
3540 Springhill Road, Lafayette
Main Home: 4 Beds | 2 Full Baths | 2 Half Baths | ±3,985 sf
Detached Guest Cottage/Office: 1 Bed | 1 Full Bath | ±605 sf
Lot ±0.88 acres
An entertainer’s dream with welcoming spaces to gather indoors and out. Situated on a sunny and
flat lot near top-rated Lafayette schools. Easy East Bay living at its finest.
Offered at $4,250,000

More photos and details at 3540Springhill.com
Michael Dreyfus
650.485.3476
m.dreyfus@ggsir.com
Lic. #01121795

Ann Newton Cane
415.999.0253
a.newtoncane@ggsir.com
Lic. #02084093
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Each Office is Independently Owned and Operated.

Across
1 Garbage-carrying boat
5 Singer Dylan
8 Catcher Yogi
13 Two-door car
14 “Who Do You Think You ___?” (genealogybased series)
15 “Late Night with Seth Meyers” writer Ruffin
16 Gets a bluegrass instrumentalist (off the
J)?
19 Joined up on Zoom, e.g.
20 “What ___ I thinking?”
21 Spill the ___ (gossip)
22 3-D exam
23 “Ratatouille” rat and namesakes
25 Mrs. Garrett on “The Facts of Life”
29 Relics for mom’s sister (off the Q)?
32 “Tour” grp.
33 “Addams Family” cousin
34 Debonair
35 They’re pointed out on an airplane
37 Taj ___
39 Detached
41 Shar-pei shout
42 ___ Soundsystem
44 Warning at an all-bird nude beach (off the
X)?
49 Winter transport
50 “Mansfield Park” novelist
51 “I Ching” concept
52 Be choosy
53 Contented sound
54 Ending with Wisconsin
55 Wine cocktail for someone who puts lines
on the road (off the Z)?
61 By themselves
62 Playing card with a letter
63 Step in a game of hangman
64 Jacques Cousteau’s realm
65 ___ boom bah
66 It might get you an answer

“Off the Rack” — if you’re playing Scrabble, they work. By Matt Jones

This week’s SUDOKU

Answers on page 15.

Answers on page 15.

www.sudoku.name

17 “Anything you want!”
18 Hornet home
24 Back muscle, for short
25 Bumper sticker symbol depicted in yellow
on a blue background
26 One with a home in both Nome and
Rome, perhaps
27 Neighbor of Ore.
28 Enzyme suffix
30 Got ready to take off
31 “black-” or “mixed-” follower, on TV
36 Bride’s reply
37 Compilations on cassettes
38 Become visible
39 Happy moments

40 Zero, on the pitch
41 “Mm-hmmm”
43 Subject at the beginning of Lizzo’s “Truth
Hurts”
45 Scruff of the neck
46 Hindu precepts
47 In the heavens
48 Attendees
52 “___ for takeout” (sign in some restaurants)
55 ___ Luis (Brazilian seaport)
56 “No Scrubs” R&B trio
57 Fish eggs
58 Get ___ groove
59 Geol. or chem.
60 You, to Caesar (found in GRATUITY)

Down
1 Recover from a pub crawl, say
2 Like innovative technology
3 Greek wedding exclamation
4 Chinese sculptor and activist Ai ___
5 Some band members
6 Heavenly sphere
7 Down at the final buzzer
8 ___ California (Mexican state)
9 Guitar-heavy alt-rock genre
10 MLB stat
11 In medias ___
12 Gallery stuff
13 “Crouching Tiger, Hidden Dragon”
character?

©2020 Jonesin’ Crosswords (jonesincrosswords@gmail.com)

DO YOU WANT TO

LOCAL HERO
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RECOGNIZE A
LOCAL HERO?

W

hether they're grocery shopping for a neighbor or
volunteering for a nonproﬁt, you can spread the joy
and support our journalism efforts by giving them a shoutout in the Palo Alto Weekly.
For $199, we'll design a quarter-page announcement
featuring your Local Hero. Just visit the Google form at the
address below and include a 50-word description and an
optional photo.
And a huge "thank you" to all the good neighbors in Palo
Alto doing their best to shelter in place.

Submit entries at PaloAltoOnline.com/local_hero/

Emel Mutlu and her wonderful staff
The Market at Edgewood is a wonderful and
responsive community resource because of its
owner, Emel. The staff is gracious, customerfocused and adapted quickly to the crisis by
creating new services such as curbside pickup and
delivery. I am so grateful to have a local market I
can feel safe shopping in during this crisis. Emel
and the team really have gone above and beyond!
Submitted by: Julie Jerome
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BY APPT ONLY

922 EL CAJON WAY, PALO ALTO

Offered at $2,998,000

This North Palo Alto 4-bedroom, 3-bathroom midcentury gem includes everything treasured about Eichlers: An
abundance of natural light, clean lines, & open living spaces. The home includes a lovely entry with skylight & line of sight
XSXLIVIEV]EVHJERXEWXMGPMZMRKVSSQHMRMRKVSSQGSQFS[MXL½VITPEGIFIEQIHGIMPMRKWERH[EPPWSJ¾SSVXSGIMPMRK
windows; sleek & updated kitchen with white quartz countertops and stainless steel appliances; and a generous family
room with great space for puzzle making or board games. The bedroom wing has a sun-bathed master suite with a wall
SJKPEWWWPMHIVWXSXLIVIEV]EVHEHHMXMSREPFIHVSSQWERHMRWMHIPEYRHV]EVIE,ERHWSQIWPEXIXMPIH¾SSVWZEPIRGILIEX
wonderful landscaping including a large patio and a multitude of fruit trees, and a 2-car garage add to the appeal. The home
is 1,954 sq.ft. on a 6,784 sq.ft. lot. Excellent Palo Alto schools: Duveneck Elementary, Greene Middle, Palo Alto High.

This information was supplied by third party sources. Sales Associate believes this information is correct but has
QRWYHULÜHGWKLVLQIRUPDWLRQDQGDVVXPHVQROHJDOUHVSRQVLELOLW\IRULWVDFFXUDF\%X\HUVKRXOGYHULI\DFFXUDF\DQG
7KLVLQIRUPDWLRQZDVVXSSOLHGE\WKLUGSDUW\VRXUFHV6DOHV$VVRFLDWHEHOLHYHVWKLVLQIRUPDWLRQLVFRUUHFWEXWKDVQRWYHULÜHGWKLVLQIRUPDWLRQ
LQYHVWLJDWHWR%X\HUoVRZQVDWLVIDFWLRQ
DQGDVVXPHVQROHJDOUHVSRQVLELOLW\IRULWVDFFXUDF\%X\HUVKRXOGYHULI\DFFXUDF\DQGLQYHVWLJDWHWR%X\HUoVRZQVDWLVIDFWLRQ

BRIAN CHANCELLOR
(650) 303-5511
brianc@serenogroup.com
brianchancellor.com
DRE# 01174998
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