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Accepting Donations
of Supplies
At Stanford Medicine our number one priority is the safety of our employees
and our patients. We have obtained personal protective equipment (PPE) for
the projected needs of our organization for the Novel Coronavirus (COVID-19)
outbreak. However, as a cautionary measure, Stanford Medicine is now accepting
donations of unopened supplies in their original packaging. We are unable to
accept homemade supplies.
REQUESTED DONATION ITEMS

• Masks (N95, surgical,
and procedure)

• Goggles and eye shields

• Disinfecting wipes such as
Clorox or Sani-cloth wipes

• Controlled Air Purifying Respirator
(CAPR) / Powered Air Purifying
Respirator (PAPR) machines
and disposables

• Hand sanitizer
• Face shields

• Isolation or surgical gowns

• Flocked swabs
WAYS TO DONATE
Stanford Health Care
ATTN: Supply
Donations Center
820 Quarry Rd Ext
Palo Alto, CA 94304

Stanford Health Care
550 Broadway
(On Douglas Ave side)
Redwood City, CA 94063

Stanford Health Care –
ValleyCare LifeStyleRx
1119 E Stanley Blvd
Livermore, CA 94550

Open every day
1:00pm–5:00pm

Open Monday–Friday
8:00am–5:00pm

To learn more, please visit: stanfordhealthcare.org/donatesupplies
Thank you for your generous donations and for supporting our community.
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We are all in this.
But you, dear healthcare worker,
you’re really in this.
You’re commuting to work
every day.
You’re on the frontlines.
We may share a zip code,
but you’re on another planet.
You’re also trying to be like
the rest of us.
Figuring out how to homeschool.
Get groceries.
And set up that videoconference
with your parents.
You’re living two lives right now.
And you know what that
makes you, right?
A superhero.
Our streets may be empty,
but our hearts are full.
Thank you.
#SutterStrong

Palo Alto Medical
Foundation
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Upfront

Local news, information and analysis

As costs mount, small businesses fight to survive
Independent retailers, service providers confront
layoffs, red tape as they wait for shutdown to end
by Gennady Sheyner, Sue Dremann and Lloyd Lee

G

leim the Jeweler isn’t
about to throw in the towel because of the coronavirus. The Palo Alto jewelry store
was born amid hard times.
“It opened on April Fool’s Day
1931, in the middle of the Depression,” said Georgie Gleim, the

company president, whose grandfather Frederick founded the store.
Now the business is in its 89th
year, and Gleim is determined it
will survive whatever comes, even
if she and company Vice President Bhuvan Sahney have to run
the business’ two stores — Gleim

the Jeweler at Stanford Shopping
Center and Bizzotto Boutique by
Gleim the Jeweler at 540 University Ave. — all by themselves.
They are a long way from that
point, however. The company
still has 17 employees who are
being paid and whose health insurance costs are 100% covered.
The workers got their full wages
during the first two weeks of the
stay-at-home order and slightly reduced pay during the second two

weeks so that everyone could stay
on without hardship. After May 3,
the company will reassess what it
can do.
Gleim and Sahney are taking
the biggest cuts.
“Georgie and I are not taking
salaries,” Sahney said, noting that
the welfare of their employees
comes first.
Small businesses throughout the
Midpeninsula are facing painful
decisions as they seek to weather

the increasingly perilous and
complex economic climate. Some
prominent businesses and restaurants — including Dan Gordon’s
in Palo Alto and Lee’s Comics
and Clarke’s Charcoal Broiler in
Mountain View — have already
folded. Others are bracing for imminent closure. Almost all are seeing mounting financial losses.
To gauge the impact of the
(continued on page 20)

MEDICAL RESEARCH

Blood tests
boost hope
for lifting
shutdown
Stanford now able
to process 500
samples daily
by Gennady Sheyner
s the global scientific
community races to create tests for COVID-19
and end the public-health shutdown, Stanford University is trying to speed up the production of
a newly developed antibody test,
which was made available to its
health care workers last week.
Launched on April 6, the test
produces results in two or three
days, according to a news release
from Stanford University School
of Medicine. Stanford Health
Care is able to test 500 samples
per day and it is hoping to “scale
up quickly.”
Stanford is one of many institutions, academic and commercial,
that are working to develop and
scale up COVID-19 tests (the
U.S. Food and Drug Administration has approved 34 emergencyuse authorizations for COVID-19
diagnostic tests as of Tuesday,
according to the agency). Rutgers University in New Jersey on
Tuesday received approval from
the FDA for a COVID-19 test
based on saliva. And Stanford last
month developed its first COVID-19 test, which uses a technique
called polymerase chain reaction
(PCR) to multiply, amplify and
analyze DNA samples extracted
through nasal swabs. (The virology lab has since doubled its testing capacity from 1,000 to 2,000

A

Magali Gauthier

Veterinary technician Laura Marshall, right, who transports pets to local animal hospitals through the company 360 Pet Cab, helps
Adobe Animal Hospital staff members Tenisha Benavidez, left, and April Smeraldo, stabilize Mack on a gurney before taking him
into the Los Altos clinic.

COMMUNITY

Ordinary people, extraordinary times
The new normal: Life during the coronavirus crisis

I

n a span of days, the coronavirus outbreak created a new
reality along the Midpeninsula: Schools shut down, Stanford University students were
ordered off campus, all concerts
and sports events were canceled.
Tech campuses are empty and
most residents are now stuck at
home under a statewide stay-athome order. Life as we knew it

by Linda Taaffe
has come to a screeching halt.
As residents adjust to living
the new normal, the Weekly is
sharing personal stories of how
ordinary people are coping during these extraordinary times.
This week, we talked to a pet
shuttle driver who is making sure
animals continue to have access
to emergency medical care during the coronavirus crisis.

‘One of the things
we’re giving them
is peace of mind.’

Jeanne Salem
Pet cab driver
Jeanne Salem can tell you just
about every way to bathe a cat,
even one that may be feeling a

bit grumpy. It’s knowledge she
recently learned to help reduce
the potential spread of COVID-19 while transporting pets
to and from veterinary clinics
throughout the Bay Area in her
specially outfitted pet cabs.
Salem, who launched her pet
transport company, 360 Pet Cab,
in early 2019, has partnered
with a handful of local animal
hospitals to help people whose
pets need vaccines and urgent
medical care while the stay-athome order remains in effect.
It’s a rare, no-contact transportation service that brings her to
(continued on page 19)

(continued on page 14)
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Everyone is trying to pivot and
get creative to survive.
—Judy Kleinberg, president of the Palo Alto
Chamber of Commerce, on how local businesses are
faring during the pandemic. See story on page 5.

Around Town
KINDNESS IS CONTAGIOUS
... Nearly a month since
its launch, the Palo Alto
Community Fund’s COVID-19
Relief Fund has given out more
than $500,000 as of Friday.
The major beneficiaries were
LifeMoves and the Ravenswood
Education Foundation, which
together received $200,000,
according to board member
Diana Walsh. Fellow board
member Lauren Williams has
coordinated the organization’s
distribution of gift cards, each
valued at $200, to roughly
600 needy families. Williams
visited 150 families in East
Palo Alto, Menlo Park and Palo
Alto to drop off the cards. “It’s
heartbreaking walking through
Buena Vista Mobile Park,
knocking on doors, and seeing
the sense of relief on the faces
of the moms and dads when
they realize that the envelope
I’m handing them has gift cards
for gas and food,” she said.
“This week, when I gave a
family an envelope with cards
for gas and Safeway, the mom
immediately loaded her son in
the car and pulled out, telling
me she was going to fill her
tank and get food right away.”
Williams also made stops to
the Oak Court and Webster
Wood apartment complexes,
where she crossed paths with
families she recognized from
her children’s elementary
school. “At first, they think I
am dropping off classroom
materials but then, when they
realize I’m bringing economic
relief, they are just so thankful.”
About 20% of the fund was
provided by the Morgan Family
Foundation, which donated
$100,000. The Los Altos-based
organization hopes its gift will
inspire others to give back to
their communities, Executive
Director Linda Verhulp said.
FIGHTING AGAINST HUNGER
... The Boys & Girls Clubs of
the Peninsula in East Palo
Alto and Redwood City said
Wednesday that they have
distributed some 25,000 meals
to families and seniors during
the coronavirus pandemic. The
food distribution sites are run
by Boys & Girls Club staff as
well as about 20 volunteers
each night of operation.

The organization serves hot
meals to people in need on
weekdays, 6-7:30 p.m. The
Boys & Girls Club also partners
with Second Harvest Food
Bank on Fridays to distribute
containers of food that families
can eat on weekends. “We feel
fortunate to be in a position
to step up to serve the needs
of our community during this
unprecedented time,” said
James Harris, the Boys & Girls
Clubs of the Peninsula’s senior
director of operations. Staff
and volunteers are following
public health and safety
guidelines as outlined by the
Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention. Residents
seeking to volunteer with the
organization can contact Remi
Sobomehin, the Boys & Girls
Clubs of the Peninsula’s director
of volunteerism and community
engagement, at remi@bgcp.org.

ONE WORLD ... Many local
organizations have been
forced to readapt their Earth
Day celebrations as a result
of the coronavirus crisis. With
stay-at-home orders in place,
many are going virtual with
their events marking the 50th
anniversary of the unofficial
holiday. Starting April 20,
Stanford University is hosting
five days of events that focus
on all things environmental.
The main event is a virtual
summit on climate resiliency,
which will be held on Tuesday,
12:30-2 p.m. Among the local,
regional and state speakers
is Nuin-Tara Key, deputy
director of climate resiliency
at the Governor’s Office of
Planning and Research. Former
Congressman Pete McCloskey,
a co-founder of Earth Day, and
his wife, Helen, will be among
the speakers at Green Foothills’
virtual Earth Day celebration on
Wednesday. The panelists will
discuss a wide range of issues,
including Earth Day’s origins,
the growing green movement,
the effort to preserve sacred
lands, protecting Coyote Valley
and taking care of wetlands
along the bay. View the rest of
our local Earth Day events list at
paloaltoonline.com. Q

Upfront
PUBLIC HEALTH

Reopen California? That’s the
toughest phase yet, Newsom says
Governor outlines six-point plan that will guide
public health decisions on ending the shutdown

W

hen will Californians
emerge from house
confinement? What
will life look like?
In a road map unveiled Tuesday
with top public health officials,
Gov. Gavin Newsom said he will
not lift his shelter-in-place order
until adequate suppression and
mitigation measures are in place
to prevent future flare-ups. That
means tracking down the sick
and isolating clusters of new infections, arming hospitals with
adequate equipment and setting
new guidelines for schools and
businesses to reopen.
In short, it might be a while.
The governor told reporters not to
even ask him about the timeline
until hospitalizations and intensive care caseloads begin to drop.
To his point, Monday marked
California’s deadliest day so far
with 71 deaths for a total of 758
lives lost.
“In two weeks, if we see a continued decline, not just flattening, but a decline ... ask me then,”
Newsom said.
Nearly four weeks in with signs
that a state lockdown was slowing
the spread of the coronavirus, the
governor offered a glimpse of a
post-pandemic life in which restaurants check patrons’ temperatures at the door, servers in masks
offer disposable menus and diners sit at tables spaced 6 feet apart.
And until most of the population
is immune to the virus and a vaccine is available, Newsom said,
mass gatherings such as music
festivals and sporting events are
“not in the cards.”
California is not alone in taking
a conditional approach. Despite
President Donald Trump’s enthusiasm for opening the economy as
quickly as possible, Dr. Anthony
Fauci, director of the National Institute of Allergy and Infectious
Diseases, said that the country
was “not there yet.”
What it suggests is that this is
not the end of the pandemic, but
only the end of its chaotic and
deadly beginning.
“This time period we are entering is not about going back to
where we were before,” Department of Public Health Director
Sonia Angell said Tuesday. “It
won’t look the same.”
With the number of new cases
each day appearing to fall in
some pandemic hot spots, calls
to reopen the economy have been
growing louder.
But the economy isn’t likely to
rebound by executive edict alone.
A recent Ipsos poll estimates that
70% of Americans view going to

the grocery store as a highly or
moderately risky activity. People
can only be expected to resume
business-as-nearly-usual when they
are convinced it is safe to do so.
California’s economic prognosis is already grim. Forecasters at
the University of the Pacific project an 18.8% unemployment rate
for California in May — up from
a 2019 average of just 4%. Onethird of the expected job losses
are concentrated in the typically
low-wage food service sector.
And the state is forecasting a
61% drop in tax collections between April and June, which includes the busy tax-filing season.
Before lifting the lockdown,
there is plenty of work to do —
and plenty of details to fill in.
The Newsom administration
outlined criteria to modify the
shelter-in-place order: The state
will need to develop the ability to
test, track and isolate those who
are sick; make sure that hospitals
are ready to handle any potential
fresh outbreaks; ensure that businesses are able to operate with
new social distancing guidelines;
and monitor new cases.

One key: Quashing
new infections
How do we defrost the economy
while keeping the virus in check?
For weeks, public health

officials, epidemiologists and
economists have been mulling
that question. And though specific plans vary, a consensus has
emerged: A massive new public
health surveillance system has
to be built that will allow public
health officials in every county of
every state to track down, isolate
and quash new infections before
they flare out of control again.
“We have to have the logistics
in place to be able to identify
small brush fires in the community and extinguish them before
they become raging wildfires,”
said Jeffrey Martin, a professor of
epidemiology and biostatistics at
the University of California, San
Francisco.
In practice that means, at the
very least, there has to be much
more testing.
But even as California’s test
count climbed to 215,400 tests
as of April 13, another 13,200
people were still waiting on results. On April 4, Newsom announced a new partnership with
University of California, Davis
and University of California, San
Diego to create “a minimum of
five to seven hubs where we have
high-throughput.”
One of the hubs is at UC Davis
but the state Department of Public
Health would not identify other

Courtesy CalMatters

by Ben Christopher and Rachel Becker

California Gov. Gavin Newsom revealed these guidelines on
Tuesday but said that he won’t be able to provide any kind of
timeline for reopening the state for at least two weeks.

(continued on page 12)

Public Agenda
A preview of Palo Alto government meetings next week
CITY COUNCIL ... The council plans to hear an update on the city’s
response to the COVID-19 pandemic; hear a presentation on the city
manager’s proposed budget for fiscal year 2021. The meeting will
be held virtually at 6 p.m. on Monday, April 20. It will be broadcast
on Channel 26 and streamed live on YouTube at youtube.com/c/
cityofpaloalto and Midpen Media Center at midpenmedia.org. To join the
meeting by Zoom, use the phone number 669-900-6833 and Meeting
ID: 362-037-238
COUNCIL FINANCE COMMITTEE ... The committee will consider
adopting a 2.5% increase to the stormwater management fee; approving
the Fiscal Year 2021 Water Utility Financial Plan; and retaining existing
wastewater rates. The meeting will be held virtually at 7 p.m. on Tuesday,
April 21. It will be broadcast on Channel 26 and streamed live on
YouTube at youtube.com/c/cityofpaloalto and Midpen Media Center at
midpenmedia.org. To join the meeting by Zoom, use the phone number
669-900-6833 and Meeting ID: 479-101-323.
BOARD OF EDUCATION ... The school board will vote on final budget
assumptions, discuss a homework survey, hear a report on the California
Healthy Kids Survey (CHKS) results, sunshine articles for teachers’ and
classified employee unions’ contracts and discuss a conceptual design
for a remodel of the Palo Alto High School Tower Building, among other
items. The meeting will begin at 6:30 p.m. on Tuesday, April 21, at the
district office, 25 Churchill Ave. To join the meeting by Zoom, go to
https://pausd.zoom.us/j/94997346242 or dial 1 (669) 900-6833 and
enter Webinar ID: 949-9734-6242.

REAL ESTATE Q&A
by Monica Corman

When Will
The Market Return?
Dear Monica: My husband
and I moved here in March
thinking that we would rent
in the short term and buy
as soon as feasible. The shut
down has changed our timing
and we wonder when the
market will open again. Any
thoughts on this? Nancy G
Dear Nancy: Whenever the
Shelter In Place order is lifted,
you will see something of a return
to a more normal market, but it
won’t look like a market you have
seen before. There will be more
showings but restrictions will

continue. Buyers and agents will
have to wear masks if they are in
a property together. There will
not be open houses except by
appointment and with all parties
signing COVID-19 disclosure
forms.
More sales will happen and it
remains to be seen if prices are
affected by the changes in the
economy. There have been some
sales during the SIP and prices
so far have been stable. It’s
good you are renting for a while
though because no one knows
how it will be in the months
ahead.

Contact me at monica@monicacorman.com; Office: 650-465-5971,
COMPASS. Ranked in the Wall St Journal’s 2016, 2017, and 2018
Nationwide list of top 250 Realtors.
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Upfront
COMMUNITY

‘When things get tough, we get sewing’
Armed with floral wire and cotton, quilters are making masks by the thousands
by Sue Dremann
140-member Peninsula Quilters
Guild, an organization that spans
from San Francisco to Santa Clara
counties.
“It’s typical of quilters’ behavior.
When there’s a disaster, we turn to
our sewing machines,” she said, recalling recent efforts to make quilts
for fire victims. “When things get
tough, we get sewing.”

‘Elastic has become
the new toilet paper.’
— Eileen Wall,
quilter, Palo Alto
Jena Walter, the guild’s president,
said she and a couple of members
started making masks before the
stay-at-home order. They have
since donated 550 masks to the
field hospital at the San Mateo
County Convention Center, whose
workers don’t require N95 masks.
The guild also has partnered
with the nonprofit organization My
New Red Shoes, for whom some
quilters were already making cloth
bags for new shoes for needy children before the coronavirus outbreak. Then the organization asked
for masks to distribute to hospitals

and other health care providers,
and the quilters switched gears.
The guild also has distributed
thousands of masks to other organizations, such as the nonprofit
Samaritan House, which provides
safety-net services; to a San Francisco homeless shelter; and to
breast cancer survivors, Walter
said.
The massive sewing effort has
run into problems that have forced
quilters to become creative: Bendable nose pieces and elastic for fastening the masks are hard to find
during the shutdown.
“Elastic has become the new
toilet paper,” said Palo Altan Eileen Wall, an Evergreen Park
resident who makes masks for
people in her neighborhood and
for veterinarians.
Some people are using fabric ties
and shoelaces as fasteners.
To create the mask’s nose piece,
which seals the gap around the
bridge of the nose, Walter has used
coffee bag clips, floral wire and
aluminum craft wire.
“The clips on coffee bags are
perfect. You can get two of them
out of each one,” she said.
No one is dictating the designs.
There are patterns and sizes for

Magali Gauthier

W

hen Julia Curry lays out
her fabric to make masks
that’ll shield people from
the coronavirus, the Menlo Park
quilter does it assembly-line-style.
In one hour, she can sew six masks;
on Wednesday, she completed her
300th.
Curry is one of hundreds of
quilters in the Bay Area who are
making masks by the thousands to
donate to front-line medical staff,
senior centers and their neighbors.
The quilters even have a new
meme. It’s a poster of a woman,
a la Rosie the Riveter, sitting at a
sewing machine and making a
mask in front of a quilt-stitched
background. “We Can Do It!” the
poster proclaims.
Across the nation, the movement
has taken off, aided by the American Hospital Association’s call
to action through its 100 Million
Mask Challenge.
Local mask makers range from
individuals who have found inspiration and patterns on the internet to quilting guilds of hundreds
of sewers. It’s a good thing to do
while under the stay-at-home order
and gives a sense of accomplishing something, said Curry, who
is outreach chairwoman of the

Julia Curry sews a mask in her Menlo Park home. In one hour, she
can make six masks, which then get donated to hospitals, senior
centers and neighbors.
men, women and children, and
each is equally effective, although
some are more complicated than
others, she said. Some sewers add a
pocket into which the mask wearer
can insert disposable filters, such
as paper towels or other fabric, for
additional protection. The fabric
masks themselves can be washed
and reused, Walter said.
Midtown Palo Alto resident
Connie Butner, who teaches classes through her business Let’s Go
Crafting, said she’s posted an online tutorial to show people how to
sew masks.
Butner started making masks
after two of her students’ mothers
requested masks for their departments at Kaiser Permanente in
Santa Clara and Fremont. Butner
now has a container at her home
at 3331 Vernon Terrace into which
people have been dropping off the

masks they have made. So far, she’s
distributed 200 masks to Kaiser
in Santa Clara, the Palo Alto VA
Healthcare System, the nonprofit
organization Blossom Birth Services and a group of physical
therapists who go to the homes of
seniors and people with disabilities.
Most of the recipients have contacted her with requests, she said.
She also has sent out notifications on Nextdoor, Facebook and
through a Palo Alto mothers group.
“As fast as they come in, they go
out,” she said.
Butner cranks out about 10
masks a day, depending on how
much she has to help her children
with their homework, she said.
Retired residents have gotten into
the act. Wall, a longtime sewer and
quilter, jumped in after a friend
(continued on page 12)

WE ARE IN THIS TOGETHER
Limit the Spread
of Coronavirus
Shelter in Place: It
Will Save Lives.
Stay Home If You Are Sick.
If You Must Go Out, Follow
Social Distancing Guidance.

Be Well
Stay Connected, Check on
Your Neighbors, Volunteer
Support Local Businesses
Parks and Open Space
Preserves are Open
Community Resources
are Available

www.cityofpaloalto.org/coronavirus
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In the wake of this crisis,
we need your support.
Dear Reader:
During these uncertain and scary times, trusted sources of local news are more
important than ever.
But like so many other local businesses, we are struggling to cope with the current
health and economic crisis.
Our staff is working around the clock to keep you informed in this rapidly changing
environment. Our ofﬁce is nearly empty, but our 50 employees are hard at work at
their homes and, when necessary, in the community bringing critical news stories
to you.
And you are following our reporting in record numbers. Our web trafﬁc has more
than doubled. We’ve dropped our pay meter so that everyone can access the latest
news whether they are subscribing members or not. In the last 30 days more than
700,000 unique visitors were following the news coverage on Palo Alto Online.
But we need your help.
The businesses that we rely on for advertising are shuttered. Ad cancellations are
widespread.
For those of you who have always been meaning to subscribe, now is your moment.
For those who never gave it a thought, consider what it would be like without the
Palo Alto Weekly and its website.
For as little as $5 a month, you can join thousands of others in showing your
support of local journalism and the role it plays in our community.
Please go to PaloAltoOnline.com/subscribe today to become a subscribing
member. If you prefer to subscribe for a year by check, please mail a check for
$120 ($60 for seniors) to us at 450 Cambridge Ave., Palo Alto 94306.
Thank you, and best wishes to all of you doing your best to get through this difﬁcult
time.

Bill Johnson
Publisher
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Avenidas Still Supporting Seniors
Although Avenidas has temporarily closed its three facilities to help contain
and mitigate the COVID-19 virus, seniors and their families can still turn
to Avenidas for information, resources, support, or just a friendly voice!
• Call the Avenidas ….
Friendship Line: (650) 289-5400
• Email us at …
info@avenidas.org
• Visit our website ...
www.avenidas.org

THINK BIG, SHOP SMALL
PALO ALTO SMALL BUSINESSES
NEED YOUR SUPPORT
• SHOP LOCAL • ORDER TAKEOUT • BUY GIFT CARDS ONLINE
• DONATE TO LOCAL CHARITIES • ENCOURAGE FRIENDS TO DO THE SAME
Check our website for timely resources and links

www.paloaltochamber.com
#PaloAltoProud
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Upfront
EMPLOYMENT

Stanford now says it will ‘support’
contracted service workers
Undergraduate students led advocacy campaign for cooks,
janitors laid off during the shutdown
by Elena Kadvany

A

fter pressure from Stanford students, faculty and
alumni concerned about
contracted service workers who
were laid off during the campus
shutdown, the university announced Tuesday that it would
work with contract firms to maintain workers’ pay and benefits
through June 15.
Stanford said in March that it
would not be paying workers employed by independent contractors, a stance that contrasted with
its position toward the university’s
regular employees, whom Stanford is continuing to pay.
Contracted workers include
janitors and cooks in campus cafes and residences, among others.
The university’s decision sought
to “minimize impacts to our
regular workforce to the greatest
extent possible” as the university
faces a “serious financial challenge” due to the coronavirus.
On Tuesday, however, university leaders said they will work
with contract firms, including

UG2, which provides janitorial
services, and Student Organized
Services, which employs cooks in
the kitchens of campus sorority
and fraternity houses, to continue
compensation. Other contract
firms employ staff who provide
child care, cleaning and sanitation, security, and transit services
at Stanford.
“With Stanford resources and
the resources offered by the government, these firms will be supported in maintaining income
and benefits for these employees
through June 15,” Provost Persis
Drell and Vice President for Human Resources Elizabeth Zacharias wrote in an announcement.
This marked a victory for the
grassroots advocacy campaign
led by students pushing their
university to support low-wage
workers for whom the sudden job
loss meant difficulty paying rent
and putting food on the table. But
the students are still pressing for
more details about what exactly
Stanford’s statement will mean

for workers and have requested a
meeting with the administration
to discuss it further.
“It is unclear what concrete
commitment Stanford is making
to contracted workers through
their promise of ‘support,’ which
might mean anything from assisting contracted workers in
applications for federal benefits
to actually extending them pay
continuance,” said Ethan Chua,
a student organizer with Stanford
Students for Workers’ Rights.
“The announcement still does
not address Students for Workers’
Rights’ demand for the extension
of two weeks’ paid sick leave to
all Stanford workers; neither does
it specify whether contracted
workers will be receiving compensation for pay they’ve already
lost through layoffs that began in
early March.”
Estela Diaz has worked as a
prep cook at Arbuckle Cafe at
the Graduate School of Business for 20 years as a contractor
through Bon Appetit Management

Company. She was among the
hourly and salaried employees
the Palo Alto company put on
temporary unpaid leave starting
in mid-March as campus dining
services were significantly scaled
back. Bon Appetit said it would
continue their health insurance
and other benefits.
Diaz, who lives paycheck to
paycheck in Mountain View, said
in an interview that the cafe employees were originally told they
could use vacation and sick days
while they were out of work. But
they had accumulated so many,
rarely taking a day off, that
her manager said the company
couldn’t afford to provide that pay
in case it would affect the reopening of the cafe.
Unable to pay her April rent,
Diaz leaned on her daughter
for a loan. She quickly filed for
unemployment.
Diaz said she felt “disappointed” by the institution she has
worked at for two decades.
“Es un injusticia,” she said in
Spanish. “It’s an injustice.”
“I am very sad,” she added. “It
makes me want to cry.”
Diaz was not immediately
available for comment on the latest announcement from Stanford.
Stanford Students for Workers’
Rights launched its first petition in
early March, concerned that service workers would be most vulnerable to the effects of a campus
closure. They escalated their effort
as they found out more workers

DO YOU WANT TO

LOCAL HERO

were losing their jobs, using Twitter to bring famous alumni’s attention to their cause and pointing to
other major U.S. universities that
were paying all workers, including
contracted employees, while their
campuses were closed. The students raised more than $200,000
in emergency funds for workers
through GoFundMe campaigns.
A group of about 100 faculty
members signed a letter urging
the university to support subcontracted workers and to “recognize,
in meaningful and material ways,
the people whose labor is fundamental to sustaining the university.” They pledged to donate each
month a portion of their salaries to
laid-off workers.
On Monday, the Service Employees International Union-United Service Workers also called on
Stanford to continue pay and benefits into the summer for at least
100 full-time union-represented
food service and janitorial workers who lost their jobs in March.
Stanford confirmed it will extend pay continuation for all regular employees, including those
who are represented by a union,
through June 15, Drell and Zacharias said Tuesday.
The university will reach out
to businesses who rent space on
campus, such as the Bike Shop
and the Bookstore, to see if they
need help accessing federal loans
and “what Stanford can do to help
(continued on page 19)
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RECOGNIZE A
LOCAL HERO?

W

hether they're grocery shopping for a neighbor or
volunteering for a nonproﬁt, you can spread the joy
and support our journalism efforts by giving them a shoutout in the Palo Alto Weekly.
For $199, we'll design a quarter-page announcement
featuring your Local Hero. Just visit the Google form at the
address below and include a 50-word description and an
optional photo.
And a huge "thank you" to all the good neighbors in Palo
Alto doing their best to shelter in place.

Submit entries at PaloAltoOnline.com/local_hero/

Bruce Gee
Bruce cannot say no. He is very involved in the Palo
Alto community. He is on the board of the Palo
Alto Community Fund and the Palo Alto Rotary
Club. When asked he always says yes — ”I CAN
DO IT.” He gets it done in record time always with
a big smile.
Submitted by: Roger Smith
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Upfront
BUSINESS

While health care professionals are
tending to the sick, mobile mechanics
are tending to their cars
Magali Gauthier

Mountain View startup offers repair service in Palo Alto
aimed at those on the front line
by Linda Taaffe

D

uring the heavy rains earlier this month, Issaic Ruth
was more than a bit nervous
driving his usual commute from
East Palo Alto to Palo Alto after
he discovered that his windshield
wipers weren’t working very well.
But replacing those worn-out
wipers wasn’t going to be as easy
as it once was. As a health care
worker for those who are most
vulnerable to COVID-19, Ruth has
had to limit his routine to home
and work to curb his possible exposure to the disease. This means
he doesn’t do anything that can’t be
done in either of those two places
— including picking up new windshield wipers. And so he continued
to make the trip between his home
and work despite the danger.
That changed on Thursday. Ruth
was the first person in Palo Alto to
receive a free car tuneup through a
new program launched by Mountain View startup YourMechanic.
com to make sure local health
care workers have access to services that will keep their cars operable during the coronavirus crisis.
Ruth was thrilled: He had his oil
changed, and just about everything
that was worn-out replaced.
“You have no idea. ... I am so appreciative,” he said over the phone

while on a quick break from tending to his 60 patients at the Palo
Alto Sub-Acute and Rehabilitation
Center.
Many health care workers can’t
take time out of their workday to
get their cars fixed, said YourMechanic.com communications director Valerie Demicheva, who helped
start the program in Palo Alto after
discovering local health care workers’ predicaments.
“They go to work and home, and
that’s it. They’re heroes,” Demicheva said. “They’re continuing
to work in risky jobs because they
know that someone has to do it, and
they’ve kind of risen to that occasion, so everyone at our company
is working harder to try to make
health workers’ lives a little easier.”
Demicheva said routine car
maintenance, like an oil change,
and other minor repairs can be
scheduled through YourMechanic.
com. A mechanic will come to the
health care employees’ workplaces
and homes to fix their cars.
The company, which contracts
with about 50 independent mechanics throughout the Bay Area,
has adopted a no-contact service
model, which means that customers
can leave their keys in the mailbox
or another specified place for the

mechanic, who will come on-site.
All payments are made through the
company’s website, so there’s no inperson interaction.
Demicheva said the company
quickly adopted the no-contact
model back in mid-February after
it discovered that mechanics were
getting nervous working in the
community.
“Any way to remove one possible person who could infect you
is a plus,” she said. “I think providing no-contact service is probably
something health care workers in
particular really care about.”
Demicheva said the company
has primarily promoted their special health care worker program
through word of mouth.
With so many health precautions
in place locally, “It’s very hard to
reach people these days. You can’t
just walk into a hospital,” she said.
The company is reaching out facility by facility through the people
they know.
The program officially launched
this week with three health care
employees scheduled for maintenance work in the parking lot at
the Palo Alto Sub-Acute and Rehabilitation Center on Bryant Street
on Thursday.
YourMechanic.com hopes to

Newsom

required to download an app that
tracks where they’ve been and
who they might have infected.
In their pandemic recovery report, researchers at the Center for
American Progress recommend
that the United States develop
some version of the app. But they
acknowledge that a more “civilliberties-sensitive solution” would
have to be adopted.
Google and Apple recently announced plans to develop a similar
contact tracing system that uses
the Bluetooth on people’s phones
to track when people get close to
one another. The idea is that public
health officials could use this data
to track potential contacts via their
own apps.
But between the potential for
false positives and concerns about
privacy, it seems unlikely an app
can replace the people needed to
do the work.
“App or no app, the vital work
needs to be done by trained public
health professionals at the local
level who are trained in privacy
concerns and (who) conduct thorough and confidential contact investigations,” said Kat DeBurgh,
executive director of the Health
Officers Association of California.
Newsom agreed. While the state
is vetting apps, he said, “we have
to supplement that technology

with the workforce.”
To that end, Newsom said the
state is training “thousands of individuals” working with AmeriCorps
and California Volunteers as well
as existing state staff to bolster California’s capacity to identify people
infected with the novel coronavirus
and trace their potential contacts.
California’s road map is part
of a regional partnership with
Oregon and Washington. The
Western States Pact is meant to
provide a shared framework for relaxing social distancing mandates
and to start reviving each state’s
economy.
The governors of New York,
New Jersey, Connecticut, Pennsylvania, Delaware, Massachusetts
and Rhode Island have announced
a similar collaborative confederation on the east coast. Q
Ben Christopher and Rachel
Becker write for CalMatters.org,
a nonprofit, nonpartisan media
venture explaining California
policies and politics.

(continued from page 7)

hubs or how many tests they’re
running.
Parts of California remain desperately short of testing supplies
— such as Placer County, home
to the first person to die of the
novel coronavirus in the state. The
county has only about 40 kits for
collecting specimens left.
Even if adequate testing shows
the rate of new cases slowing, the
task of limiting new infections
will continue. That requires gathering, analyzing and sharing vast
quantities of testing data. It will
also mean identifying new infections as soon as they occur, figuring out a way to isolate the new
patient, and identifying and quarantining their recent contacts, too.
There are different ways to accomplish all of this, and none are
easy. Madera County, for instance,
typically has two to three people
to investigate potential exposures
to infectious diseases like tuberculosis and sexually transmitted infections. But with the coronavirus
pandemic, the county has leaned
on sheriff’s deputies and probation
investigators to bolster their team.
In South Korea, citizens who
have been infected have been
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READ MORE ONLINE

PaloAltoOnline.com

For comprehensive coverage of the
Midpeninsula’s response to the new
coronavirus, including how the virus
is affecting public health, residents,
schools, cities, businesses,
nonprofits, arts groups, etc., please
go to tinyurl.com/MidpenCorona.

Robert Mostipak works on Issaic Ruth’s car in Palo Alto on
April 16 as part of a free service that Mountain View startup
YourMechanic.com launched this week to provide on-site car
maintenance for health care workers in Palo Alto.
expand the service to more of the
3,000 other cities where it operates throughout the United States,
she added. The company already
has more than 40 workers signed
up for the service in Houston. She
said those interested in the program
need to send proof of their employment and then the company will
set up profiles for them and deposit
a gift card into their account. The
company plans to provide the service through June.
CEO and President Anthony Rodio said the whole premise of YourMechanic.com is to make getting
your car serviced as convenient as
possible. The company site currently gets about 6 million visitors
a month.
Company co-founders Art
Agrawal and Dongyi Liao decided
to launch the mobile mechanic service in 2011 after one of them had
to sit in a waiting room for quite a
long time while his car was being
worked on, Rodio said.
“They thought, ‘There has to be a
better way to get your car repaired.

It would be great if you could get
it done while you were home,’” he
said.
Rodio said it’s a model that is
working particularly well during
this coronavirus crisis.
“We’re finding that people still
need what we’re doing,” he said.
“No one is leaving their house
these days, but they still need their
car operational to get to the doctor
or the grocery store.”
A lot of the calls are from people
who had put off their car’s general
maintenance, like the replacement
of their brake pads, he said.
“Some of our customers are sitting at home and there’s nothing
really going on, so they’ve been
more vigilant about taking this
time to see what needs to get done
around the house and to their car,”
he said.
Health care workers interested in
receiving free services can email
amy@yourmechanic.com. Q
Associate Editor Linda Taaffe
can be emailed at ltaaffe@
paweekly.com.

Masks

box on her porch. After a recent
post, the masks were snapped up
within hours. In return for her generosity, people have left nice cards
and even a box of tea, she said.
Walter, a former psychotherapist,
said that quilting has been a good
way for people to use the isolation
of the shelter order productively.
“It’s an introvert’s heaven, just to
stay at home and work on something that is helping people,” she
said. “One of the biggest problems
is fear, and this is a great antidote
for powerlessness.” Q
Staff Writer Sue Dremann
can be emailed at sdremann@
paweekly.com.

(continued from page 8)

who owns a veterinary hospital
said they could not get any masks.
Wall figured other animal hospitals
might be in need, so she reached
out to them as well.
“They were quite grateful,” she
said.
Quilting cotton, without batting,
is the preferred material for masks
because of its dense weave, which
helps keep out droplets of moisture,
Wall said. She has made about 150
masks and on average makes about
eight a day with a maximum daily
output of 20, she said.
Not all patterns are the same.
Kaiser Permanente has posted a
pattern for mask making that is
curvy and goes up over the nose
and around the face. Some people
like the “Fu” mask, a flat, smooth
mask without pleats that covers the
nose and entire jawline.
Wall considers the potential recipient when she’s choosing the
design.
“The challenge is sewing masks
without flowers on them,” she said
of making ones for men.
Wall also gives away masks to
her neighbors by posting on Nextdoor. She puts two masks each in
plastic bags and leaves them in a

Resources
Kaiser Permanente mask
instructions: tinyurl.com/
wdagozd
Let’s Go Crafting tutorial video:
youtu.be/Q3Mq5sftNuo (Or go
to YouTube.com and search for
“Let’s Go Crafting” and click on
“videos”)
Peninsula Quilters
Guild: facebook.com/
peninsulaquiltersguild
100 Million Mask Challenge:
100millionmasks.org
U.S. Centers for Disease Control
mask guidelines: tinyurl.com/
uxphvl2

4015 Arbol Dr, Palo Alto
4 Bed | 3.5 Bath | 3,086 Sq Ft | 8,184 Lot Size | $3,799,888

Adriana Trenev
Realtor®
650.383.5697
DRE 01893246

Providing a Concierge
Experience Like No Other
2VWpWpWsÝ/sOlWbpWMOBbMOb]d|sVWp_dyO_|_WUVsø__OM Boodb+Bo^VdaOÝ tW_sWbÛsVWp
VdaOdTTOopsB__KOW_WbUpÛoOKOppOM_WUVsWbUÛoObWpVOMaOoWKBb VOoo|zddMddopÛBKVOTĆp
kitchen with Viking appliances and granite countertops, an upstairs and downstairs laundry,
BMMWsWdbB_JdbtpoddapTdoU|aBbMBosWpsĆppstMWdÛBbMsoOOsdlpdtsOyOo|zWbMdzÝ9WsVWsp
corner lot location, wrap-around porch, mature trees and garden/vegetable boxes, it provides
JdsVBTodbs|BoMBbMJBK^|BoMdBpWpà.OpWMObspBssoWJtsOsVOotoB_TOO_dT Boodb+Bo^sdsVO
sidewalk-less streets, native plants and somewhat secluded community. The immediate neighJdoVddMWpVdaOsdszdKoOO^pÛszdlBo^pÛBbMTdtosdloBsOM+B_d_sdltJ_WKpKVdd_pø Boodb
+Bo^_OaObsBo|ÛtBbB oWdbOp_OaObsBo|Û2OoaBb WMM_O/KVdd_BbMtbbWUV/KVdd_à

Rankings provided courtesy of Real Trends, The Thousand list of individual agents by total sales volume in 2018. Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Number 01527235.
__aBsOoWB_loOpObsOMVOoOWbWpWbsObMOMTdoWbTdoaBsWdbB_ltoldpOpdb_|BbMWpKdalW_OMTodapdtoKOpMOOaOMoO_WBJ_OJtsVBpbdsJOObyOoWOMà VBbUOpWbloWKOÛKdbMWsWdbÛpB_OdozWsVMoBzB_aB|JOaBMOzWsVdtsbdsWKOà!dpsBsOaObsWpaBMOBpsd
BKKtoBK|dTBb|MOpKoWlsWdbà__aOBptoOaObspBbMpntBoOTddsBUOBoOBllod{WaBsOà+Oo dtbs|.OKdoMpÛtbyOoWOMà
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Upfront

Antibody
(continued from page 5)

Magali Gauthier

Approximately 50 vials of blood drawn from participants in a Stanford University COVID-19 antibody
study in Mountain View on April 4 await testing. Days after the study, Stanford launched its own blood
test to detect antibodies.

tests daily.)
Commercial companies such as
Abbott Laboratories and Cepheid
also have developed PCR tests,
for which they received FDA
approval.
Stanford’s newly unveiled serological test detects two types
of antibody molecules: immunoglobulin M (IgM), which helps
disable the virus and then vanishes from the bloodstream several
weeks later, and immunoglobulin
G (IgG), which develops later in
the infection process and remains
in the body for far longer, providing immunity. Unlike the PCR
test, which measures whether
someone currently has the virus,
the antibody test also determines
whether someone has had COVID-19 in the past.
The serological test that Stanford is providing for its health
care workers is different from
the test that Stanford researchers

administered to thousands of volunteers earlier this month at three
sites in different parts of Santa
Clara County. That study, which
aims to gauge the prevalence of
virus infections in the county,
is led by Eran Bendavid, an associate professor of medicine at
Stanford.
Bendavid said the tests that his
project was using came from Premier Biotech, a Minnesota-based
drug testing company. The tests,
he said, can return results very
quickly.
“The upside of these is that
they’re very inexpensive and very
easy to use and you get results
within 15 minutes,” Bendavid
said. “The downside is that they
are maybe somewhat less precise
than the laboratory-based tests.
For the purposes of what we have
done — for trying to get a sense of
prevalence of antibodies to coronavirus in our community — they
are perfect.”
Bendavid said the tests some(continued on page 15)

RECOGNIZING LOCAL HEROES
LOCAL HERO

LOCAL HERO

Bruce Gee

Blas Lozano

Bruce cannot say no. He is very involved in the Palo
Alto community. He is on the board of the Palo Alto
Community Fund and the Palo Alto Rotary Club.
When asked he always says yes — ”I CAN DO IT.” He
gets it done in record time always with a big smile.

Blas, our wonderful mailman, has been delivering our
mail since the ’80s. He calls us by name, sometimes
sings to us, and always has a cheerful hello. He
watches out for us, making sure we are safe. And,
he plays the sax with his band at our summer block
parties (Blas is shown above on the right).

Submitted by: Roger Smith

Submitted by: Kipling 3300 ESVs and Cool Block Team

Have a local hero you want to recognize? Spread the joy and support our journalism efforts by
giving him/her a shout-out in the Palo Alto Weekly. Submit entries at PaloAltoOnline.com/local_hero/
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Upfront

Antibody
(continued from page 14)

what understate the number
of cases, a factor that the team
is adjusting for in the research
project.
While rapid tests such as the
one used in the Bendavid study
are suitable for research, Stanford
believes the new serological test
developed by its own pathologists
is accurate enough for clinical
settings. Dr. Yvonne Maldonado,
a Stanford professor of pediatric
infectious diseases and health
research and policy, said during
an April 9 virtual town hall that
she believes that negative results
from the Stanford test are highly
precise.
“If you get a negative test, you
can be 95% to 99% certain that
the test is accurate,” Maldonado
said.
The ability to ramp up accurate
testing is widely seen as a necessary precondition for ending the
economic shutdown and relaxing social-distancing orders. On
Tuesday afternoon, California
Gov. Gavin Newsom released a
list of six critical indicators for
getting out of the stay-at-home
order. The first indicator is the
“ability to monitor and protect
our communities through testing,
contact tracing, isolating and supporting those who are positive or
exposed.”
Dr. Mark Ghaly, the state’s

Health and Human Services secretary, expressed confidence on
Tuesday that testing is ramping
up and said the numbers are “encouraging.” Though he said he
doesn’t have a specific target for
how many tests should be available before the shelter-at-home
order is lifted, Ghaly said that
with serological tests now gaining approval, California will be
able to test “tens of thousands”
of people daily. He also said the
state is planning to greatly expand the number of community
testing sites, as well the range of
people who can request tests.
“We are beginning to move
beyond just having tests available for the sickest people within
hospitals, for health care workers
as well as front-line workers. ...
to have community testing for
those who may be early with their
symptoms or may have been exposed to somebody who is either
asymptomatic or tested positive,”
Ghaly said.
The state’s COVID-19 Testing
Task Force credits Stanford Medicine on its website for launching
the first serology test invented in
California.
But even despite efforts by
Stanford and others, testing remains a source of frustration in
Santa Clara County, where 15,529
patients have been tested for COVID-19 as of April 13, according
to county data, with 1,666 testing positive. It still takes more
than two days, on average, to get

a result, according to the county.
Both locally and statewide,
labs have reported huge backups
of tests, though Newsom cited
some progress on that front Tuesday, noting that the backlog has
dropped from 59,500 in the beginning of April to about 13,200
as of April 13. The state has conducted about 215,400 tests as of
April 13, with 23,338 people testing positive, according to state
data.
In addition to boosting the number of tests, researchers at Stanford also are trying to improve
reliability. Dr. Thomas Montine,
chair of the pathology department
at Stanford, in the news release
described existing commercial
tests from around the world as
“uncertain and variable.”
According to Stanford Medicine, the university’s team had
been working on the test since
March 22. Led by Dr. Scott Boyd,
associate professor of pathology, the team validated the new
test using samples from patients
who tested positive for the virus
through Stanford’s initial PCR
test, which relies on DNA analysis, and plasma samples that were
known to be negative because
they were collected more than
two years ago.
Montine said in the news release that the university has sufficient inventory to run tests for
at least six months, though it is
currently limited by a number of
robots it has to process the test.

shelter-in-place, it will be very
important to determine what
proportion of the population has
developed an antibody response
to the virus,” Minor said. “That
doesn’t necessarily mean that
those who have antibodies will be
immune, but the presence of the
immune response is the first step
toward evaluating when it’s safe
to have more social interaction.” Q
Staff Writer Gennady Sheyner
can be emailed at gsheyner@
paweekly.com.

He said Stanford aspires to ultimately “provide serological testing to as many people in northern
California as we can.”
Lloyd Minor, dean of Stanford
University School of Medicine,
underscored the importance of
the new serological test at the
April 9 virtual town hall, calling it “very important in terms of
looking at the prevalence of antibodies in the community.
“As we move toward thinking about how to come out of

CityView
A round-up

of Palo Alto government action this week

City Council (April 13)

COVID-19: The council heard an update on the city’s response to COVID-19,
including plans to close some streets to cars. Action: None
Climate change: The council approved a sustainability implementation plan for
2020 and 2021. Yes: Unanimous

Utilities Advisory Commission (April 15)

Electric rates: The commission supported a staff recommendation to
raise electric rates by 2% for the next fiscal year, which begins July 1. Yes:
Unanimous
Gas rates: The commission supported a staff recommendation to raise gas
rates by 3% for the next fiscal year, which begins July 1. Yes: Unanimous
Gas rates: The commission supported a staff recommendation to leave the
wastewater rate unchanged in the next fiscal year, which begins July 1. Yes:
Unanimous

Architectural Review Board (April 16)

620 Emerson St.: The board supported a proposal to amend a previously
approved expansion of Nobu Restaurant. Yes: Baltay, Hirsch, Lew, Thompson
Absent: Lee
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SATURDAY, MAY 9, 10AM–12PM
Join us for a free, family-friendly open house – VIRTUALLY!
• Meet students, faculty and staff
• Learn about the Foothill College Promise (free tuition and textbooks)
• Get assistance with application, registration and ﬁnancial aid
• Learn about majors, programs and clubs

Email outreachprogram@foothill.edu
or register online to attend:

foothill.edu/doth
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Upfront

News Digest
Dorms prepped for health care workers

+PZJV]LY;OL:JHUKPH+V^U+PɈLYLUJL
HEIRLOOM QUALITY DOWN COMFORTERS & PILLOWS

EUROPEAN BED & BATH LINENS

Please shop with us at scandiahome.com and use code PA2020 at checkout for a special gift.
While our Palo Alto store is temporarily closed to help slow the spread of the Covid-19 virus. We continue
to monitor our email and voicemail. Please let us know if we can serve your needs… and please be well.

Kozy Brothers

DE MARTINI
ORCHARD

Your Everyday
Farmers Market
Farm Fresh and
Always the Best

66 N. San Antonio Rd., Los Altos • 650-948-0881 • DeMartiniOrchard.com

CURB-SIDE PICKUP
FOR HIGH RISK
CUSTOMERS

CORONA VIRUS
STORE HOURS

7:00 AM TO 7:00 PM

PLEASE ONLY SENIORS

BEFORE 9:00 AM
WE ARE LIMITING
CUSTOMERS TO BE SAFE.

DON’T PANIC!

WE ARE HERE FOR YOU!
WE GET DELIVERIES
DAILY, SOME ITEMS
ARE HARD TO GET, BUT

FRUITS AND
VEGGIES ARE IN STOCK.

CHECK OUR STREET SIGNS
FOR DAILY SPECIALS

CURBSIDE PICKUP for seniors, pregnant women, and those with pre-existing
medical conditions that put them at high
risk, is available. Email your order to:
demartiniorchard@gmail.com Include
your name, phone number, and grocery
list. We are packing the orders overnight
to minimize exposure. We will call to
confirm your order and collect your payment information via phone. There is a
$10 service fee. No Sunday pickup.
If you are not at high risk please come
into the store but practice social distancing, wear masks, and obey the one-inone-out policy. Only send one person
from each family.
These are trying times but we will persevere.

Thank you and stay healthy.

OPEN DAILY 8 AM- 7 PM • PRICES EFFECTIVE 4/15 thru 4/21

VERY
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Print or online subscription starts at only $5 /month
Visit: PaloAltoOnline.com/join

#PressOn
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Stanford University is packing up student residences to make
room for people waiting for COVID-19 test results, health care
workers and first responders who may need somewhere to spend
the night.
Some students received emails on April 4 from Mona Hicks,
senior associate vice provost and dean of students, that their room
was “identified as a room that we need to pack in our next phase.”
Stanford is freeing up space on campus at the request of “multiple
local agencies,” Hicks wrote.
Stanford did not respond to questions about which agencies requested this, how many rooms have been affected, how they were
selected and the timeline for use.
“We have relocated some students into different residences to
support their safety and maintain social distancing guidelines,”
spokesperson E.J. Miranda wrote in an email. “Stanford is currently evaluating how to best utilize other available campus resources for self-isolation spaces and housing for first responders
and health care professionals. We continue to work with our public
health leaders on the best ways to support regional needs.”
Students’ belongings will be packed and stored on campus by
professional movers, with the option to be shipped to students,
Hicks said.
The campus remains closed with classes running online for
spring quarter. Summer courses will also be online only, and there
will be no on-campus residential programs this summer, including
for local youth. (Undergraduate students who have been approved to
live on campus for the spring quarter will be able to request to stay
for the summer, Provost Persis Drell said recently.) Q
—Elena Kadvany

City may ban cars on some streets
In a bid to slow down speeding cars and improve safety for
pedestrians and bicyclists during the coronavirus pandemic, Palo
Alto is looking to close some streets to traffic, city Chief Transportation Official Philip Kamhi said Monday.
In doing so, it is preparing to follow the lead of Oakland, Denver
and Minneapolis — cities that have closed some of their streets to
cars and allowed pedestrians and bicyclists to take over. Kamhi
said he plans to bring forward a proposal for closing streets in the
near future, though he did not specify on Monday which streets
would be closed or when the determination would be made.
The proposal was fueled by recent reports, both in Palo Alto and
elsewhere, of drivers taking advantage of empty roads by speeding
through the city.
Kamhi said the increase in driver speeds is a trend that can be
seen throughout the Bay Area. He noted that Oakland used that as
one of the justifications for its street-closure program, known as
Oakland Slow Streets.
The ambitious Oakland program, which was launched last weekend, closed off all existing neighborhood bike routes to through
traffic to promote safety and make it easier for people to maintain
social distance when exercising outside. Those segments account
for about 10% of all of the city’s streets.
While it wasn’t immediately clear whether Palo Alto’s program
will be as ambitious, Kamhi said in an email that the city will be
looking at its existing and planned bike boulevard network, similar
to Oakland. Q
—Gennady Sheyner

City falls short of climate goals
Palo Alto’s evolving plan to curb carbon emissions faced a sharp
rebuke Monday from numerous local environmentalists, who argued that the city is overstating its achievements while falling well
short of its targets for combating climate change.
The criticism came as the City Council unanimously adopted a
two-year plan aimed at getting the city closer to its goal of cutting
carbon emissions by 80% by 2030, with 1990 as the baseline. The
council had adopted the goal — known as 80/30 — in 2016 and has
since taken some steps to advance it, including raising the energy
efficiency standards in new buildings, retiring the sewage-burning
incinerators near the Baylands and launching a carbon-offset program for natural gas.
The city has curbed emissions by only about 36%, with the vast
majority of the decrease attributed to the city’s shift to “carbon
neutral” electricity in 2013.
Despite the progress, residents maintained that the proposed steps
are insufficient to meet the goal, which requires the city to reduce
its carbon emissions by 224,600 metric tons annually. The advocacy
group Carbon Free Palo Alto criticized the city in a letter for what it
called a “longstanding disconnect between our GHG reduction goal
and Palo Alto’s program results and plans.” Q
—Gennady Sheyner

Stand
Together by
Staying Apart
We are facing an
unprecedented public
health emergency.
It’s up to all of us to work together to keep
our community safe. We all must take steps
to minimize contact outside our households to
reduce the risk of transmission. Every person you
interact with may add to transmission.
Stay home to save lives. Only leave for essential
activities, and do your best to limit even those
trips. The more we can minimize our interactions
with others, the more we can slow the spread
of COVID-19.
We are in this together. We will get through
this together.

#ApartTogetherSCC

sccgov.org/coronavirus
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Pet
(continued from page 5)

the Midpeninsula several days a
week.
“The calls I’m getting are
from pet owners who are isolated at home with pre-existing
conditions that make them more
vulnerable to COVID-19,” said
Salem, who pivoted from a career in the corporate world to the
pet transportation industry after
her own cat was diagnosed with
lymphoma and required multiple
trips to the vet. “Prior to the shelter-in-place orders, many of our
customers were working with us
to shuttle their pets to and from
the vet for non-emergency care.
Now, it’s mostly all emergency
care.”
Over the past couple of weeks,
Salem has ferried an assortment
of pets, including a 10-pound
pup whose owner recently underwent heart surgery and is unable to leave the house for any
reason.
Salem said each animal delivery requires a lengthy list of precautionary measures that begin
before any of the company’s six
employees even pick up a pet at a
client’s home.
“The precautions we’re taking
are similar to the same protocols as paramedics,” said Salem,
whose lead medical assistant,
a paramedic, designed the pet
cab interiors with features like

portable stairs and secured oxygen tanks and developed safety
protocols using best practices
from human emergency-medicaltransport standards.
During the coronavirus crisis,
the company has been looking to
the American Veterinary Medical Association and the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention to stay updated on proper
safety measures.
“We treat every case as if the
dog or cat has COVID viral exposure on its fur,” she said.
Before she and her vet tech
board the cabs, they are required
to put on gloves, a mask, safety
glasses and gowns — a process
she calls “garbing up.”
The back of the van is prepped
with a disposable and waterproof
tarp on which the pet carrier is
placed.
Pet owners also are sent a list
of safety guidelines that must be
followed, including bathing their
pet prior to pickup using a variety of methods recommended by
Salem’s 360 Pet Cab.
“This can be the tough part.
Some cats can tolerate baths,
but some cats can’t,” Salem explained. “We give them a protocol on how to wipe them down
with some soap and then remove
it later.”
If the pet is in complete distress, and it’s an emergency, Salem makes an exception to that
particular guideline.
When the shuttle arrives for

pickup, the animal must be in a
crate outside the house so that
the Pet Cab driver and accompanying vet tech don’t have any
contact with the owner, Salem
said.
“We want to make sure that
everybody’s protected,” she
said. “We don’t want the virus to
transfer to us or be on a surface
in our van that spreads to the vet,
so we’re always working with
that.”
After each transport, Pet Cab
brings the vans back to the dispatch center in San Jose for a
deep-cleaning that starts in the
interior with alcohol wipes, followed by vacuuming, followed by
a hot-water-and-bleach cleanse
and ventilation. Each two-person
shuttle team discards their soiled
gowns in a bag, and when the
next call comes in, the process
starts all over again.
Salem said the extensive, and
sometimes exhausting, cleaning
routine hasn’t been the biggest
change in her business over the
past few weeks.
She said the need for the delivery of prescription pet food, flea
medication and other medicines
has skyrocketed. Most of her
business is now centered around
deliveries. Salem said she makes
at least three trips a week to pick
up prescription items in the Palo
Alto area.
“There’s a lot of people
who are isolated at home and
they want (pet) prescription

deliveries, which I never had requests for until now,” she said.
“I’m just like DoorDash. I literally drop off items at the door
and leave.”
Salem said prescription items
are sometimes difficult to order
online from sites like Amazon
or Chewy. Because she has a
partnership with Adobe Animal
Hospital in Los Altos and Sage
Veterinary Centers in Redwood
City, she can pick up prescriptions for clients of those clinics
and deliver the items the same
day.
“Since COVID hit, a lot of
people don’t want to leave their
house. They’re scared,” said Salem, who also is concerned about
possibly being exposed to the virus. Salem said she finds herself
concentrating on things that she
typically wouldn’t give much
thought to, like not touching her
face or taking off her shoes before she goes into her home.
Despite the unexpected adjustments, Salem said she believes
her business will come out of
this crisis stronger. She’s already
working on a business plan to
provide virtual check-ins with
clients and plans to continue
making prescription pickups.
“One of the things we’re giving them is peace of mind.” Q
Associate Editor Linda Taaffe
can be reached at ltaaffe@
paweekly.com.
Read m ore stories at
PaloAltoOnline.Atavist.com.

Workers
(continued from page 11)

them until their on-campus operations can resume,” they said.
Stanford also is creating a grant
program to support Stanford employees who are facing financial
hardships due to the pandemic,
including people who “work in
certain contingent roles that are
not eligible for pay continuation,”
Drell and Zacharias wrote. People
will be able to donate to the grant
program.
Drell announced earlier this
month several steps the university
is taking to address “significant”
revenue loss due to the coronavirus,
including freezing faculty and staff
salaries, pausing hiring, suspending capital projects and pulling
back on discretionary spending.
Drell and President Marc TessierLavigne are also taking 20% pay
cuts and have asked senior university leaders to voluntarily take
5-10% salary reductions.
“We expect additional, difficult
steps will be needed in the coming months,” Drell and Zacharias
wrote this week. “We intend to
make those decisions thoughtfully, in a way that supports our community to the greatest extent possible and that positions Stanford
for an effective recovery from this
downturn.” Q
Staff Writer Elena Kadvany
can be emailed at ekadvany@
paweekly.com.

WE ARE IN THIS TOGETHER

SUPPORT LOCAL BUSINESS
Shelter in Place and
Support Local Businesses.
Local restaurants,
pharmacies and grocery
ƐƚŽƌĞƐĂƌĞƐƟůůŽƉĞŶĂŶĚ
here for you.

For a list of open restaurants, please go to:
www.cityofpaloalto.org/coronavirus
www.PaloAltoOnline.com • Palo Alto Weekly • April 17, 2020 • Page 19

Upfront

Business
(continued from page 5)
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economic shutdown, the Palo Alto
Chamber of Commerce this week
sent out a survey to local businesses, said Judy Kleinberg, president
of the Palo Alto Chamber of Commerce. Of the roughly 50 responses it received by Thursday morning, 58% said they would definitely
reopen after the shutdown, while
11% said they will open but not at
the same level of service. Another
12% said there is a “significant
likelihood” they will not reopen
based on financial projections,
Kleinberg said. (The remaining
18% were undecided.)
The survey also underscored
the staggering costs of the shutdown. About 24% of the responders said they are losing more than
$200,000 every month, while
22% said they are losing between
$50,000 and $200,000.
Even those businesses deemed
“essential” are reporting heavy
losses, Kleinberg said. One reported that current sales “are not
enough to protect our business.”
“Everyone is trying to pivot and
get creative to survive,” Kleinberg
said. “Some will be able to pivot
and get creative but others will
not.”
Palo Alto City Councilman Greg
Tanaka said he has reached out to
various businesses just to see if
they’ll be coming back after the
shutdown. His daughter’s favorite
boba tea store, he said, is among
those that have indicated they’re
done for good.
“There’s a lot of people like that
who are getting wiped out — totally wiped out financially, personally, from this catastrophe,”
Tanaka said during the council’s
April 13 meeting.
Some small businesses are
burning through their savings to
stay afloat, with hope that the economic shutdown will end soon. A
March 30 survey by the National
Federation of Independent Businesses, a group that advocates for
small businesses, indicated that
about half of small employers said
they can survive for no more than
two months, while one-third believe they can maintain operations

Anna Chow, co-owner of Cheeky Monkey Toys in Menlo Park,
checks online orders assembled in the shop prior to delivery.
for between three to six months.
“The outbreak has left few, if
any, owners unscathed,” the report
states.
To get through the economic
crisis, business owners have had to
lay off staff, shift operations from
the brick-and-mortar world to a
virtual one and navigate a complex, glitchy and rapidly evolving
bureaucracy of grants, loans and
tax breaks. Those businesses not
deemed “essential” are bracing for
months of revenue losses.
Michael Dorricott, owner of the
Alma Street gym Training Space
in downtown Palo Alto, had to
cease operations in mid-March
and lay off all 10 staff members.
Like many other businesses, his
gym is banking on virtual offerings and wondering when the shutdown will end.
“We’ve got a slow leak essentially, and I don’t know how long
that is going to last,” he said.
The pandemic hit at a time when
the gym was making “recordbreaking industry revenue,” Dorricott said, to the tune of $120,000
per month. He noted, however, that
the gym also has some of the highest costs for a gym of its size, with
monthly rent of more than $30,000
as well as labor expenses. He said
he has been fortunate that his landlord has allowed him to pay only
one-third of his usual rent since the
shutdown started.
Staffing is now down to four
trainers who are only getting paid
for the hours that they’re doing
online sessions, he said. Training Space also made a decision
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last week to start offering online
classes to the community for
free, though it is accepting donations from those who can make a
contribution.
“We want to support the community because we know a lot of
people have lost their jobs,” Dorricott said.
Anna Chow, owner of Menlo
Park’s Cheeky Monkey Toys, also
has had to be nimble to remain
in business during the pandemic.
When all nonessential businesses
were ordered to close in March,
Cheeky Monkey Toys quickly
pivoted to a direct delivery-only
service, dropping off toys within a
10-mile radius of the store.
Under San Mateo County’s sheltering order, an essential business
includes “businesses that ship or
deliver groceries, food, goods or
services directly to residences,” a
definition that allowed Chow to
continue to sell toys.
Right now, she said, the store
gets a daily average of 20 to 25
orders and is able to make most
deliveries within a business day.
The pandemic has evidently
changed many habits, including
the types of toys people play with.
She has been trying to keep up with
recent demands of puzzles, games,
children’s learning tools and sidewalk chalk.
While Chow now limits hours
for remote orders to 10 a.m. to 2
p.m., Monday through Saturday,
she hasn’t laid off any of her nine
full-time and six part-time employees, some of whom are in the
store fulfilling orders while others

are working at home. Nor did she
reduce any of their health benefits.
“One thing about being a small
business is your employees are your
family — a lot of them have been
with us five to 10 years,” Chow, 50,
said. “I feel like, as an employer, I
have an obligation for them.”
But that commitment can’t last.
Looking at her bank account,
Chow predicts she has two weeks
before she’ll have to reduce pay —
or worse, lay off any employees and
shut down the business.
She saved some money from
rent; her landlord reduced it by a
third for April and May. But she’ll
have to pay it all back come Sept.
30.

Vying for federal funds,
waiting for answers

A

s the pandemic stretches
on, many small businesses
are hoping to benefit from
some of the government programs
that were launched to deal with the
unprecedented economic stall out.
The most ambitious of these is
the Payment Protection Program,
which was included in the $2.2-trillion package that the U.S. Congress
passed on March 27. The $359-billion federal program provides businesses loans of up to $10 million,
provided that at least 75% of these
loan benefits are devoted to payroll.
The program also includes provisions for loan forgiveness if the
business quickly rehires employees
and maintains salary levels.
Small businesses were also told
they can tap into the Economic Injury Disaster Loan program, which
was created to quickly distribute
loans of $10,000 to businesses. The
program also allowed some businesses to take out low-interest loans
of up to $2 million.
Neither program, however, has
rolled out as planned. The National Federation of Independent
Businesses reported that about half
of small businesses it had surveyed
applied for the disaster-relief program. Just 4% had been approved
and 1% were not approved. No one
had received any money as of April
9, according to the association.
“Most applicants of the (Economic Injury Disaster Loan) have
yet to receive an update on the statuses of their application, and no
small businesses have received the
loan or the emergency grant,” the
federation reported.
But even with many applicants
still waiting for responses to their
Payment Protection Program applications, the federal government
announced Thursday that it had officially hit its $349-billion limit for
the program.
“SBA (Small Business Administration) is unable to accept new
applications at this time for the
Paycheck Protection Program or
the Economic Injury Disaster Loan
(EIDL)-COVID-19 related assistance program,” the Small Business Administration announced on
its website.
The agency still plans to process
applications that had already been
submitted for the disaster-loan program on a first-come, first-served
basis, according to the SBA.

Despite general recognition by
lawmakers from both parties that
the program needs more funding, Congress has not reached an
agreement over the next package.
The glitches and limitations in
the federal programs have stymied
many would-be applicants. When
Gleim applied for the Paycheck
Protection Program, every bank
the business reached out to said it
was either not accepting applications or it had reached capacity.
Some banks are only working with
their established customers. Gleim
has instead applied through online
banks, Sahney said.
“It’s like throwing your name in
a hat. You hope to hear back. You
don’t get a confirmation,” he said.
He doesn’t waste his time on
frustration with the red tape,
however.
“We keep going, marching forward. If we’re the 10,000th person
in line, our turn will come. It’s all
about the long game,” he said.
On Thursday, he took a more
somber view, likening the depletion of the federal money this week
to the light at the end of the tunnel
going out.
Dorricott also said he applied
for disaster loans with the Small
Business Administration and for
the Paycheck Protection Program.
Like thousands of other business
owners, he had not received any
indication as of Wednesday that a
loan is heading his way.
“We’re not counting on it,” Dorricott said.
Chow applied for the Small
Business Administration’s disaster loan assistance the first week
it was available. She hasn’t heard
back about it at all, and reaching someone at the agency seems
unlikely.
“There were 2,594 callers ahead
of me,” Chow said. “I stayed on the
line for about an hour, and I moved
up 50 spots.”
For the Payment Protection
Program, she was instructed by
her bank, Wells Fargo, to get in a
queue to submit an application.
“The first day that became available, we got in the queue,” she said.
“And about every day or two, we
get an email from Wells Fargo saying we’re still in the queue, and we
can’t submit an application yet.”
Their experiences appear to be
widely shared. Kleinberg said that,
of the 37 businesses that responded
to the Chamber’s survey question
about government assistance, not a
single one had received any federal
dollars.
With no government support in
sight, Chow is seriously considering dipping into her children’s college fund just to be able to pay her
employees.
“It’s what keeps me up at night,”
she said. “It’s a devastating choice.”

Help large and small —
but is it enough?

G

iven the magnitude of the
economic crisis, state and
local governments are also
stepping in to assist small businesses. Earlier this month, Gov.
Gavin Newsom announced a
$50-million micro-loan program
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that will be administered through
the Infrastructure and Economic
Development Bank (IBank).
County supervisors and city
councils along the Midpeninsula
also have taken action to support
small businesses, including banning evictions of both commercial
and residential tenants during the
emergency. Mountain View went
a step further in late March by providing $400,000 in city funds to
provide direct relief for small businesses, money that was matched
by a $400,000 contribution from
Google.
Palo Alto also is exploring ways
to help local businesses, though it’s
not yet clear what form the assistance would take. The City Council directed staff earlier this month
to convene a roundtable of business owners and to explore a relief
program that may include forgiveness of utility bills. Several council
members, including Liz Kniss and
Alison Cormack, expressed reservations about providing direct
loans to businesses, a program that
Kniss argued would be difficult for
the city to administer.
Private companies and foundations also are trying to help. Georgie Gleim is one of many business
owners vying to obtain loans and
grants from programs such as
Facebook’s $100 million Small
Business Grants Program, $40
million of which will be distributed in the United States.
The Silicon Valley Community
Foundation has partnered with the
nonprofit microlender, Opportunity Fund, to provide loan payment
relief and grants. The program,

Michael Dorricott, owner of Training Space in Palo Alto, has
pivoted his business model during the stay-at-home order and is
now offering free online classes.
known as the Small Business Relief Fund, specifically targets selfemployed individuals and small
businesses, according to the foundation’s website.
The Los Altos Community
Foundation has partnered with
Mountain View on an effort
known as #TogetherMV, a fund devoted to raising money that would
be distributed to small businesses
and residents in financial distress
because of the pandemic.
Palo Alto council members also
are talking about launching a program that would allow the community to directly assist small businesses. Vice Mayor Tom DuBois
said at the April 6 council meeting
that he believes local companies
and residents will do their part to
help small businesses survive.
“We have tremendous resources
in Palo Alto — a lot of people

Stacey Sullivan Haynes

Springtime in solitude
How are you spending springtime during this period of
solitude? One of our readers, Stacey Sullivan Haynes,
found serenity in her patio garden, featured here. At a time
when we’re all missing human interaction, we want to see
how you’re filling your days while staying close to home.
For the next month, post a picture on social media of how
you’re passing the time. Tag Palo Alto Online on Twitter (@
paloaltoweekly), Facebook (@paloaltoonline) or Instagram
(@paloaltoonline) and use the hashtag #springtimeinsolitude.
We’ll print some of our favorites over the next few weeks in
the newspaper and on PaloAltoOnline.com.

willing to volunteer. I do think
people will step up if we put together the right kind of proposal
here,” DuBois said.

Putting stock
in their businesses
and customers

T

he pandemic recession may
have blunted Gleim’s business but it hasn’t curbed
her or Sahney’s optimism. On
its Facebook page, where a chrysanthemum ring recently shared
space with a whimsical Easter
display of yellow marshmallow
Peeps wearing turquoise earrings,
the business is giving tips on how
to keep jewelry looking good despite constant hand-washing, sanitizer and lotion.
And like other businesses, Gleim
the Jeweler is planning for the postpandemic future. Right now, the
business could take advantage of a
moratorium on insurance, Sahney
said, but he and Gleim are paying
as much as they can so they won’t
face a huge bill when they reopen.
They also don’t want to be part of a
chain reaction causing other business failures.
“We’re not hoarding cash. We
feel it’s very important to keep our
part of the economy going,” he
said.
Sahney said there are two schools
of thought about what will happen
when the economy reopens. One is
that businesses will thrive because
of pent-up demand; the second is
that people will still be reluctant to
shop out of fear or lost income.
Sahney believes the reality will
fall somewhere in between. In
preparing a plan for reopening, he
and Gleim are weighing whether
to have limited hours or a full
schedule and ways to phase in the
business.
Perhaps surprisingly, Sahney
said that jewelry isn’t a high-profit
business given the competition
from online sellers. Gleim is hoping that people will remember the
relationships they’ve had with her
business and staff when it comes
time to reopen. The stores allow
people to come in and examine a
diamond, to touch and feel and try
on a ring or a bracelet. They provide human interaction that customers want, she said.
Fortunately, the jewelry business
has another advantage for weathering the shutdown that some other

stores don’t, Sahney said.
“Unlike food, our inventory
doesn’t go bad. We can refashion
things; there’s no shelf life to it,”
he said.
Dorricott also believes his
gym will withstand the current
challenges and rebound after the
pandemic.
“Absolutely!” he was quick to respond when asked about surviving
the economic shutdown.
He acknowledged, however, that
things may be different for a while.
“I’m not sure we’re going to hire
back staff at all until we are fully
profitable again,” Dorricott said.
Neither he nor anyone else really
knows when that will be. But he
does predict that the virtual gym
that he is creating now, where
members interact with trainers
and free classes are offered, will
likely remain in place even when
the physical one reopens.
While the initiative is brand new,
early feedback has been encouraging. The business has received
$1,100 in donations in the first
week, and Dorricott said he has
a goal to hit revenues of $20,000
through online offerings.
“We’re going to continue to try
to make that better and better,” he
said.
For Chow, the shift to deliveries
is just the latest turn on a journey
that began in 2002, when she and
her husband, Dexter Chow, purchased Cheeky Monkey Toys because they both thought owning a
toy store would be fun. Back then,

it was a 900-square-foot shop with
three employees. Today, the toy
store occupies a 4,000 square-foot
building at 640 Santa Cruz Ave. in
Menlo Park and has 15 employees.
Even though the times are tough,
people have been “absolutely
amazing,” Chow said. Recently,
Menlo Park Councilwoman Catherine Carlton helped organize a toy
drive in which people can purchase
toys through Cheeky Monkey Toys
and donate them to the Ronald McDonald House Charities.
Customers, Chow said, have
been reaching out to support the
store however they can.
While her new delivery model
allows Cheeky Monkey to remain
in operation, it also serves as a constant reminder to Chow of what
she misses the most.
“It is so bizarre to be in there
without people and kids,” Chow
said of the store. “The sounds of
kids’ laughter and even the sound
of kids crying when they leave — I
really miss it. It doesn’t feel alive
right now.” Q
Staff writers Gennady
Sheyner, Sue Dremann and
Lloyd Lee can be emailed at
g s h e y n e r @ p a w e e k l y. c o m ,
sdremann@paweekly.com and
llee@paweekly.com.
About the Cover: Bhuvan Sahney,
vice president of Gleim the Jeweler, is
surrounded by empty jewelry cases in
his Stanford Shopping Center store.
Photo by Magali Gauthier.

Answers to this week’s puzzles, which can be found on page 27.
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WOODSIDE FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT

April 15, 2020
The Board of the Woodside Fire Protection District (WFPD) adopted by unanimous vote, the following changes to the
WFPD Ordinance #11, on January 27, 2020 to create the new WFPD Ordinance #12 which replaces ordinance #11 and
has been ratified by the Town of Woodside, Town of Portola Valley and San Mateo County. The changes are as follows:
WHEREAS, Section 304.1.2 of the California Fire Code pertains to vegetation that is capable of being ignited and this
Board finds that it is in the best interest of the District to restrict the accumulation of vegetation and specify clearance
requirements in wildland urban interface areas; and
WHEREAS, Section 307 of the California Fire Code pertains to open burning and this Board finds it is in the best interest of public safety and welfare to restrict open burning operations; and
WHEREAS, Section 503 of the California Fire Code pertains to Fire apparatus access roads and this Board finds that
because of the rural nature of the Woodside Fire Protection District territory it is in the best interest of public safety and
welfare to specify specific dimensions and requirements for fire apparatus access roadways and gates.
WHEREAS, Chapter 57 of the California Fire Code pertains to the storage and dispensing of flammable or combustible
liquids in outside above ground tanks, and this Board finds that it is in the best interest of the District to specify and
restrict where such storage and dispensing may be permitted in the District; and
SECTION 3. DEFINITIONS.
F. Wherever the word “Groundcover” is used it shall be held to mean a low growing perennial plant, under 18 inches,
that covers expanses of ground, forming the lowest layer of vegetation, below the shrub layer and protecting the topsoil
from erosion and can act as a mulch and weed suppressant.
SECTION 4. ESTABLISHMENT OF BUREAU OF FIRE PREVENTION AND DUTIES
OF MEMBERS THEREOF.
C. Deputy Fire Marshals
D. The Fire Marshal shall produce and transmit to the Board of Directors, Town Councils’ of Woodside, Portola Valley
and the San Mateo County Board of Supervisors a report of all California State Fire Marshal mandated inspection activity within the Woodside Fire Protection District territory annually, by December 15th
SECTION 5. GENERAL CODE PROVISIONS.
Section 102.1A Applicability
structure’s
Section 104.1A Design Standards
Integrated roof installations, battery systems
Section 104.2.A Review Construction Documents
existing or new improvement or
SECTION 6. GENERAL FIRE SAFETY PRECAUTIONS.
Section 304.1.2.A Perimeter Property Line Clearance
50 feet
Section 304.1.2.D Limited Planting Around Structures.
Due to the combustible nature of structures throughout the territory of the Woodside Fire Protection District, the
planting of new landscape vegetation within the 0 – 5ft zone, adjacent to wood sided habitable buildings, shall be
limited as described in this section. When a habitable building includes wood siding on the first floor, no new landscape
vegetation, except ground cover, shall be allowed within 5ft of the wood siding. New landscape vegetation, except for
ground cover, shall not be allowed within 5ft, in any direction, of any first story window or glass door opening. There is
no setback requirement for new landscape vegetation adjacent to Non-combustible siding, such as fiber cement board,
stone and stucco.
Exceptions: Existing vegetation planted prior to the adoption of this code
SECTION 7. FIRE APPARATUS ACCESS ROADS
Section 503.2.1 Amended
inclusive of all-weather drivable surface shoulders
All gates obstructing emergency access roadways shall have a sign stating Emergency Evacuation Route.
SECTION 8. AUTOMATIC FIRE SPRINKLERS
Section 901.4.4.1 Additional Fire Protection Systems in Accessory Dwelling Units.
An automatic fire sprinkler system may be used in new accessory dwelling units as an alternative, when aspects of the
fire code cannot be met in their entirety and when approved by the Fire Marshal.
SECTION 9. CHAPTER 57 ESTABLISHMENT OF LIMITS IN WHICH STORAGE
AND DISPENSING OF FLAMMABLE OR COMBUSTIBLE LIQUIDS IN OUTSIDE
ABOVE GROUND TANKS ARE PROHIBITED.
The limits referred to in Section 5704.2, 5704.4.2.4, Table 5704.4.2 and Section 5706, of the California Fire Code, in
which the storage and or dispensing of flammable or combustible liquids, in outside above ground tanks, shall be limited to the commercial areas within the jurisdiction of the Woodside Fire Protection District. The dispensing, mixing,
handling or storage adjacent to or on parcels with R1 and R2 occupancies is prohibited.
Exceptions:
1. Quantities less than 50 gallons
2. Farms, critical infrastructure and construction site uses if determined by the Fire Marshal that the safety of the public
is not compromised. The occupancy classification quantities in Chapter 57 shall not be exceeded.
SECTION 10. CHAPTER 61 ESTABLISHMENT OF LIMITS IN WHICH STORAGE
OF LIQUIFIED PETROLEUM GASES ARE TO BE RESTRICTED.
Section 6104.2 Where Permitted:
The storage of liquefied petroleum gas shall not exceed a water capacity of 100 gallons aggregate for any one premise
installation within the Woodside Fire Protection District territory where natural gas mains exist.
Exceptions: Installation of Liquefied Petroleum Gas may be permitted if used as a means of emergency standby supply
for residential or industrial operations, or used for medical, research testing, or purposes not suited to the use of natural
gas. Such installation shall be in accordance with Chapter 61 of the California Fire Code and all provisions of NFPA 58.
SECTION 13. APPENDIX B SECTION B105 FIRE-FLOW REQUIREMENTS FOR BUILDINGS.
SECTION B105.1 FIRE FLOW REQUIREMENTS FOR BUILDINGS
B105.1 One-and Two-Family Dwellings
600 feet
There shall be no reduction for installation of a fire sprinkler system.
SECTION 14. APPENDIX C FIRE HYDRANT LOCATIONS AND DISTRIBUTION.
Section C103.2A Modified Distribution of Fire Hydrants;
600 feet
Section D103A Access road with a hydrant
inclusive of all-weather drivable shoulders
A full copy of the WFPD Ordinance #12 is available for review at 808 Portola Road in Portola Valley, CA 94028
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Food reporting you won't
ﬁnd anywhere else.

BY E L E N A K A DVA N Y

Sign up for the
only food newsletter
on the Peninsula at
paloaltoonline.com/express

995 Fictitious Name
Statement
RIOS
RIOS CORPORATION
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
File No.: FBN664659
The following person (persons) is (are) doing
business as:
1.) Rios, 2.) Rios Corporation, located at 172
University Ave., Palo Alto, CA 94301, Santa
Clara County.
This business is owned by: A Corporation.
The name and residence address of the
registrant(s) is(are):
ROBOTIK INNOVATIONS, INC.
172 University Ave.
Palo Alto, CA 94301
Registrant began transacting business under
the fictitious business name(s) listed above
on 03/09/2020.
This statement was filed with the County
Clerk-Recorder of Santa Clara County on
March 13, 2020.
(PAW Mar. 27; Apr. 3, 10, 17, 2020)

997 All Other Legals
Trustee Sale No. 995091
Notice Of Trustee’s Sale
Loan No. 11832 Title Order No. You Are
In Default Under A Deed Of Trust Dated
09/04/2019. Unless You Take Action To
Protect Your Property, It May Be Sold At A
Public Sale. If You Need An Explanation Of
The Nature Of The Proceedings Against
You, You Should Contact A Lawyer. On
05/11/2020 at 10:00AM, First American Title
Insurance Company as the duly appointed
Trustee under and pursuant to Deed of
Trust recorded on September 9, 2019 as
Document Number 24275203 of official
records in the Office of the Recorder of
Santa Clara County, California, executed
by: Bohaty Ventures, LLC, as Trustor, Pivotal
Capital Group II, LLC, as Beneficiary, Will Sell
At Public Auction To The Highest Bidder
For Cash (payable at time of sale in lawful
money of the United States, by cash, a
cashier’s check drawn by a state or national
bank, a check drawn by a state or federal
credit union, or a check drawn by a state or
federal savings and loan association, savings
association, or savings bank specified in
section 5102 of the Financial Code and
authorized to do business in this state). At:
at the gated North Market Street Entrance
Superior Courthouse, 190 N. Market Street
San Jose, CA 95113, all right, title and
interest conveyed to and now held by it
under said Deed of Trust in the property
situated in said County, California describing
the land therein: All Parcel B, As Shown On
That Certain Map Entitled, “Parcel Map Being
A Resubdivision Of Lands Lying Westerly
Of Lots 12, 13 And 14 As Shown On The
Map Entitled, “Tract No. 3890 Country Club
Estates”, Which Map Was Filed In Book 194
Of Maps At Pages 1 And 2, Records Of
Santa Clara County, California”, Which Map
Was Filed For Record In The Office Of The
Recorder Of The County Of Santa Clara, State
Of California On May 15, 1969 In Book 253
Of Maps, At Page(S) 26. APN: 182-40-041 The
property heretofore described is being sold
“as is”. The street address and other common
designation, if any, of the real property
described above is purported to be: 2991

Alexis Drive, Palo Alto, CA 94304. The
undersigned Trustee disclaims any liability
for any incorrectness of the street address
and other common designation, if any,
shown herein. Said sale will be made, but
without covenant or warranty, expressed
or implied, regarding title, possession,
or encumbrances, to pay the remaining
principal sum of the note(s) secured by
said Deed of Trust, with interest thereon,
as provided in said note(s), advances, if
any, under the terms of the Deed of Trust,
estimated fees, charges and expenses of
the Trustee and of the trusts created by
said Deed of Trust, to-wit: $243,516.60
(Estimated) Accrued interest and additional
advances, if any, will increase this figure prior
to sale. The beneficiary under said Deed of
Trust heretofore executed and delivered to
the undersigned a written Declaration of
Default and Demand for Sale, and a written
Notice of Default and Election to Sell. The
undersigned caused said Notice of Default
and Election to Sell to be recorded in the
county where the real property is located
and more than three months have elapsed
since such recordation. Notice To Potential
Bidders: If you are considering bidding on
this property lien, you should understand
that there are risks involved in bidding at
a trustee auction. You will be bidding on a
lien, not on the property itself. Placing the
highest bid at a trustee auction does not
automatically entitle you to free and clear
ownership of the property. You should also
be aware that the lien being auctioned off
may be a junior lien. If you are the highest
bidder at the auction, you are or may be
responsible for paying off all liens senior to
the lien being auctioned off, before you can
receive clear title to the property. You are
encouraged to investigate the existence,
priority, and size of outstanding liens that
may exist on this property by contacting the
county recorder’s office or a title insurance
company, either of which may charge you
a fee for this information. If you consult
either of these resources, you should be
aware that the same lender may hold more
than one mortgage or deed of trust on the
property. Notice To Property Owner: The
sale date shown on this notice of sale may
be postponed one or more times by the
mortgagee, beneficiary, trustee, or a court,
pursuant to Section 2924g of the California
Civil Code. The law requires that information
about trustee sale postponements be made
available to you and to the public, as a
courtesy to those not present at the sale.
If you wish to learn whether your sale date
has been postponed, and, if applicable,
the rescheduled time and date for the sale
of this property, you may visit the website
below using the file number assigned to
this case. Information about postponements
that are very short in duration or that
occur close in time to the scheduled sale
may not immediately be reflected on the
Internet Web site. The best way to verify
postponement information is to attend the
scheduled sale. For information on sale dates
please visit our website at: http://www.
firstam.com/title/commercial/foreclosure/
DATE: 4/10/20 First American Title Insurance
Company 4380 La Jolla Village Drive Suite
110 San Diego, CA 92122 (858) 410-2158 /s/
David Z. Bark, Foreclosure Trustee
(PAW Apr. 17, 24; May 1, 2020)

Call 650-223-6578 or email asantillan@paweekly.com for legal advertising.

WHY SUPPORT

LOCAL
JOURNALISM?
Our subscribing members
say it best...

“

I don’t think many people really appreciate
what goes into covering the news so well,
accurately and swiftly — people just think
it miraculously appears at their ﬁngertips
or in their mailbox ... Thank you so much!

”

- Nancy L.

Will you join the thousands of others
supporting local journalism?
Now’s your moment to step up when we need you the most.

Subscribe now at PaloAltoOnline.com/join
You can also subscribe for one year by mailing a check for $120
($60 for seniors and students) to us at 450 Cambridge Ave., Palo Alto 94306.
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Elmo Eugene Sanders

Grace Joan Kartchner

May 3, 1929 – March 20, 2020

February 15, 1933 – March 29, 2020

Elmo Eugene Sanders, native
Californian, died March 20,
2020 after a short battle with
cancer. Mo was born May
3, 1929 in San Luis Obispo,
California to Elmo Edward and
Ann Marie Sanders. He had
two sisters Shirley and the late
Barbara “Bobbie”. When Mo
turned age 5, the family moved
south to Hollywood where
Mo attended Vine Elementary School, Hollywood High
School and the University of Southern California for both
undergraduate and graduate degrees. During his time at
USC, he served in the naval reserves. Upon graduation from
USC Mo went to work for the Fluor Corporation. Shortly
thereafter he was drafted into the army during the Korean
War era and was stationed at Fort Ord, Monterey CA for
his service. He enjoyed northern California so much he
relocated to the Bay Area starting work at Eitel McCullough
Corporation and then at Varian Associates post acquisition.
Mo had a long and rewarding career at Varian as Vice-president of Human Resources and International Relations. He
married the late Margaret McCrady in 1961. They lived in
Zug, Switzerland for several years before returning to California where they settled in Woodside and welcomed son
Stephen into the family. The family lived in Woodside for
20+ years. In 1989, after retiring from Varian, Mo worked for
a time with Hughes & Associates located in Boston. In early
1991 Mo met Joan who became his wife in 1996. They lived
in Atherton CA for 24 years. She added her 5 grown children
to the family and Mo and Joan welcomed 11 grandchildren
over the years.
Mo is survived by his sister, Shirley; his beloved son
Stephen, wife Nicole and children Paige and Curtis; and his
adoring wife Joan and her children Daisy Hagey and husband Robert Bryne, Hank Hagey and wife Johanna, children
Emma, Rowan and Cameron , Sandy Manley, husband Bud
and children Liam, Lily, Arthur and Lucy, Sophy Hagey, and
Susannah Johnson and children Indiana and Levi.
Mo enjoyed skiing until his 75th year and golf and tennis until his 89th birthday. Mo loved classic cars, WWII
airplanes, good books, good music and an ice cold martini.”
Seldom stirred, never shaken, always a classic.” Mo was kind,
erudite and articulate.
“WHAT AN ELEGANT MAN”
A celebration of a life well lived will be planned when
permitted.
Donations can be made in his honor to Young Americas
Foundation (yaf.org) or an organization of your choosing.
PAID

OBITUARY

Grace Joan Kartchner passed away peacefuly on March
29, 2020 due to Alzheimer’s. She was born in Provo, UT on
February 15, 1933. She is preceded in death by her parent’s,
Alma and Melba Kartchner, and brother, Stephen. She was an
educator and taught middle and high school students in Palo
Alto CA area for 38 years. She loved books and purchased
thousands of children’s books that she gave to many of
her relatives for their children to read. She loved to travel
and especially enjoyed visiting Russia, the Scandinavian
countries, Germany and Antarctica. She enjoyed cultural
activities and attended operas, plays and traveled to Cedar
City, UT yearly for their Shakespeare Festival. Joan never
married but owned and cared for Collie dogs that she loved
as part of her family. Much of her spare time was spent in
tending to her rose garden that was admired by all that came
to her home. She was an active member of the Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter Day Saints all her life and spent many years
providing voluntary work in the church’s Oakland Temple.
She will be missed but is now reunited with her family in a
far better place.
Joan will be interred at the Alta Mesa Cemetery in Palo
Alto, CA.
PAID

OBITUARY

Pulse
A weekly compendium
of vital statistics

POLICE CALLS
Palo Alto
April 9-April 15
Violence related
Attempted suicide. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Theft related
Commercial burglaries . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Embezzlement . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Grand theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Identity theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Petty theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Shoplifting. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
Vehicle related
Attempted theft from auto . . . . . . . . . . 2
Auto recovery . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Bicycle theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4
Hit and run . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Lost/stolen plates . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Parking/driving violation . . . . . . . . . . . . 5
Theft from auto . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6
Vehicle accident/minor injury . . . . . . . . 1
Vehicle accident/prop damage. . . . . . . 1
Alcohol or drug related
Driving under influence . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Possession of drugs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Under influence of drugs . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Miscellaneous
Animal call . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Lost property . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Misc. penal code violation . . . . . . . . . . 1
Other/misc. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Vandalism . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Warrant/other agency . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1

Menlo Park
April 9-April 14

SALES ENGINEER
Provide pre-sales and postsales engineering support
for OEMs, ODMs, and SOC
Alphonso. Apply knowledge
of electrical eng. Work
closely with Eng team for
product imps to increase
product deployments in the
US regions. MS degree in
Electrical Eng; exp in C/C++,
Matlab simulation, PowerPCB
electric circuit design/
simulation. 5 yrs of exp in
Sales Engineer, Technical
Manager or related. Send
resume to Alphonso, Inc,
2400 W EL CAMINO REAL,
Mountain View, CA 94040

To place an ad
or get a quote,
call 650.223.6582
or email
digitalads@
paweekly.com.

Violence related
Battery . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Theft related
Fraud . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Grand theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Vehicle related
Auto recovery . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Bicycle theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Driving w/ suspended license. . . . . . . . 1
Miscellaneous
Disturbance . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Disturbance/annoying phone calls . . . . 1
Found property. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Psychiatric subject . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
Vandalism . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2

VIOLENT CRIMES
Sign up today at
PaloAltoOnline.com/express

Palo Alto
Forest Avenue, 4/7, 2:50 p.m.;
attempted suicide.

Menlo Park

SR. CITRIX ENGINEER

200 blk Hedge Road, 4/11, 7:16 p.m.;
battery.

Sr. Citrix Engineer sought by Lucile Packard Children’s
Hospital at Stanford (Menlo Park, CA) responsible for

Marketplace

supporting Citrix envirmnts. Req: Bach in CS, SW Eng’g, IS,

OBITUARIES

Electrcl/Electrncs Eng’g or clsly rel’td + 8yr exp. Must hold

Zhejing Zhou,
Harry S. Hewitt,
Gary Deussen

cert as Citrix Prof’l in Virtualiz’n. Send resume to Dorothy
Dekker, HR, LPCH, 4300 Bohannon Dr, Menlo Park, CA
94025. Principals only/no calls. Must have unrestricted
auth to work in US. Drug/bkground screening req’d. EOE.

The Palo Alto Weekly offers advertising
for Home Services, Business Services
and Employment.
If you wish to learn more about
these advertising options,
please call 650.223.6582 or email
digitalads@paweekly.com.

Give blood for life!
b l o o d c e n t e r. s t a n f o r d . e d u

Page 24 • April 17, 2020 • Palo Alto Weekly • www.PaloAltoOnline.com

A list of local residents who
died recently:
Zhejing Zhou, 49, a resident of Palo Alto, died on
Jan. 22. Harry S. Hewitt, 85,
a flight engineer and 60-year
resident of Palo Alto, died on
March 1. Gary Ronald Deussen, a longtime resident of
Palo Alto, died on March 21.
To read their full obituaries, leave remembrances and
post photos, go to Lasting
Memories at PaloAltoOnline.
com/obituaries. Q
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For more information about these camps visit paloaltoonline.com/camp_connection. To advertise in this weekly directory, call (650) 326-8210.

ACADEMICS

ARTS, CULTURE, OTHER CAMPS

Early Learning
Institute

Palo Alto
Pleasanton

Improve your student’s writing skills this summer at Emerson
School of Palo Alto and Hacienda School of Pleasanton. Courses this
year are Expository Writing, Creative Writing and Presentation Skills.

headsup.org

Emerson: (650) 424-1267
Hacienda: (925) 485-5750

Harker Summer Programs

San Jose

Let’s Go Crafting

ATHLETICS

Palo Alto

Let’s Go Crafting’s Studio is where your child will have fun while
learning many different fiber related arts. We teach sewing,
knitting, crochet, weaving and jewelry making to children ages
8 to 15 years. AM or PM camps $275/week. Full day camps $550/
week. 5 student minimum for all sessions; 10 student maximum.

letsgocrafting.org

(650) 814-4183

Oshman Family JCC Camps

Palo Alto

The Harker School’s summer programs for children K - grade 12
offer the perfect balance of learning and fun! Programs are led by
dedicated faculty and staff who are experts at combining summer
fun and learning. Strong academics and inspiring enrichment
programs are offered in full day, partial and morning only sessions.

Camps at the OFJCC introduce your child to new experiences
while creating friendships in a fun and safe environment. We work
to build confidence, stretch imaginations and teach new skills.

harker.org/summer

Palo Alto Community
Child Care (PACCC)

(408) 553-5737

i2 Camp at Castilleja School

Palo Alto

i2 Camp offers week-long immersion programs that engage middle
school girls in the fields of science, technology, engineering and
math (STEM). The fun and intimate hands-on activities of the courses
strive to excite and inspire participants about STEM, creating
enthusiasm that will hopefully spill over to their schoolwork and
school choices in future years.

castilleja.org/i2camp

(650) 470-7833

STANFORD EXPLORE: A Lecture Series
on Biomedical Research

Stanford

paloaltojcc.org/Camps

paccc.org

(650) 493-2361

Stanford Jazz Workshop

explore.stanford.edu

explore-series@stanford.edu

stanfordjazz.org

Summer@Stratford

Palo Alto/Bay Area

stratfordschools.com/summer
pa@stratfordschools.com

Castilleja Summer Camp
for Girls Palo Alto

Palo Alto

(650) 269-0423

Palo Alto

Castilleja Summer Camp for Girls Palo Alto Casti Camp offers girls
entering grades 2-6 a range of age-appropriate activities including
athletics, art, science, computers, writing, crafts, cooking, drama
and music classes each day along with weekly field trips. Leadership
program available for girls entering grades 7-9.

castilleja.org/summercamp

Community School of Music

(650) 470-7833

Mountain View

Community School of Music and Arts (CSMA) Mountain View
50+ creative camps for grades K-12! Drawing, Painting, Ceramics,
Sculpture, Musical Theater, Summer Music Workshops and more!
One and two-week sessions; full and half-day enrollment. Extended
care from 8:30am-5:30pm. Financial aid offered.

arts4all.org

(650) 736-0324

TheatreWorks
Silicon Valley

Palo Alto
Atherton

Campers bring their plays to life, make new friends, and practice
collaboration skills at TheatreWorks Silicon Valley’s PlayMakers
Camp (grades K-5). TheatreWorks offers four sessions in Palo
Alto and Atherton from June 8 – July 31. Campers learn acting,
playwriting, movement, and stagecraft from professional teaching
artists from the Tony Award-winning local company.

theatreworks.org/education

Art, cooking, tinkering, yoga and mindfulness. We celebrate
multiple perspectives and recognize the many ways for our children
to interpret their world. Summer Unplugged! is appropriate for ages
6-11 years. Located at Walter Hays School.

artandsoulpa.com

Stanford

World-renowned jazz camps at Stanford. Week-long jazz
immersion programs for middle school musicians (July 6-10),
high school (July 12-17 and July 19-24), and adults (July 26-31). All
instruments and vocals. No jazz experience necessary!

(650) 493-1141

ARTS, CULTURE, OTHER CAMPS
Art and Soul Camp

Palo Alto

PACCC summer camps offer campers, grades 1st to 6th, a wide
variety of engaging opportunities. We are excited to announce
all of your returning favorites: Leaders in Training (L.I.T.), Camp
YOUnique, F.A.M.E. (Fine Arts, Music and Entertainment), J.V.
Sports, Operation: Chef and Chef Jr.! Periodic field trips, special
visitors and many engaging camp activities, songs and skits round
out the variety of offerings at PACCC Summer Camps. Open to
campers from all communities. Register online.

EXPLORE biomedical science at Stanford. Stanford EXPLORE
offers high school students the unique opportunity to learn from
Stanford professors and graduate students about diverse topics
in biomedical science, including bioengineering, neurobiology,
immunology and many others.

Stratford infuses its STEAM (Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts,
and Math) curriculum into an innovative and enriching summer
camp experience. Younger campers learn, explore, and engage
in hands-on learning projects, while Elementary-age students
collaborate to tackle real-world problems by utilizing academic
principles and concepts in a fun and engaging way. At the Middle
School level, individual subject-based enrichment classes are
offered and tailored for each grade level.

(650) 223-8622

(650) 917-6800 ext. 0

(650) 463-7146

ATHLETICS
Dance Connection Palo Alto

Palo Alto

Share the joy of dance with us! Our studio is an extended family
and a “home away from home” for our community of children
and teens. At Dance Connection, we value the positive energy
and atmosphere that we continuously strive to provide. Summer
Dance Camps include all styles of dance for ages 4 and up and
features our new “This is Me!” Empowerment Camp along with
Teen Jazz and Hip Hop Camps. A Summer Session for ages 3 to
adults will be offered from June 8 – July 31.

danceconnectionpaloalto.com/dance-connectionevent-calendar/summer-dance-camps
(650) 852-0418 or (650) 322-7032

Kim Grant Tennis
Summer Camps

Palo Alto
Monterey Bay

Fun and specialized Junior Camps for Mini (3-5), Beginner,
Intermediate, Advanced, High Performance and Elite tennis
levels. Weekly programs designed by Kim Grant to improve player
technique, fitness, agility, mental toughness and all around game.
Weekly camps in Palo Alto and Sleep-Away Camps in Monterey
Bay. SO MUCH FUN!

KimGrantTennis.com

Text: (650) 690-0678
Call: (650) 752-8061

Nike Tennis Camps

Stanford University

Junior Overnight and Day Camps for boys & girls, ages 9-18 offered
throughout June, July and August. Adult Weekend Clinics (June &
Aug). Camps directed by Head Men’s Coach, Paul Goldstein, Head
Women’s Coach, Lele Forood, and Associate Men’s and Women’s
Coaches, Brandon Coupe and Frankie Brennan. Come join the fun
and get better this summer!

ussportscamps.com

(800) NIKE-CAMP
(800) 645-3226

Run for Fun Camps

Bay Area

Run for Fun’s mission is to provide creative and engaging play for
all youth by getting kids active in an inclusive community centered
around outdoor fun! We pride ourselves on hiring an enthusiastic,
highly trained staff who love what they do. Summer 2020 features
four weeks of Adventure Day Camp and two weeks of Overnight
Camp High Five. Adventure Day Camp is a new discovery every
day filled with sports, crafts and nature, including explorations to
Camp Jones Gulch, Capitola Beach, Foothills Park, Shoreline Lake
and Great America. Camp High Five is six days and five nights
of traditional overnight camp mixed with challenge-by-choice
activities, campfires, friendships and lots of laughter.

runforfuncamps.com/summer-camps-and-schoolholiday-camps/camp-overview
(650) 823-5167

Spartans Sports Camp

Mountain View

Spartans Sports Camp offers a wide variety of sports, performing
arts, and academic enrichment camps for kids entering grades 1-9.
Experienced staff ensures everyone has fun. Daily on-site swimming
is offered for all camps. Camps begin June 8th and run weekly
through July 31st at Mountain View High School. The camp is run
by MVHS coaches and student-athletes and all proceeds benefit the
MVHS Athletic Department. Lunch and extended care are available
for your convenience. Flexible cancellation policies.

spartanssportscamp.com

(650) 479-5906

Stanford Athletics & Youth

Stanford

We can’t wait to have you join us this summer at Stanford! We hope
you’re ready for engaged and safety-focused staff, phenomenal
facilities, and innovative programs. We’ll have camps that challenge
your camper’s physical, mental, and social skills in age-appropriate
activities. When your camper registers for Camp Cardinal, they are
a Cardinal Kid for life. Our main camper program is for grades K-6
and then campers graduate to our Counselor-in-Training Program
where they become camp leaders!

campcardinal.org

campcardinal@stanford.edu

Stanford Baseball Camps

Stanford

At Sunken Diamond on the campus of Stanford University. A variety
of camps are offered to benefit a wide range of age groups and
skill sets. Campers will gain instruction in several baseball skills,
fundamentals, team concepts, and game play.

stanfordbaseballcamp.com

Stanford Water Polo Camps

(650) 725-2054

Stanford

New to water polo or have experience, we have a camp for you. Half
day or full day options for boys and girls ages 7 and up. All camps
provide fundamental skills, scrimmages and games.

stanfordwaterpolocamps.com

YMCA of Silicon Valley
Summer Camps

Silicon Valley

At the Y, children and teens of all abilities acquire new skills, make
friends, and feel that they belong. With hundreds of Summer Day
Camps plus Overnight Camps, you will find a camp that’s right for
your family. Sign up today, camps are filling up! Financial assistance
is available.

ymcasv.org/summercamp

(408) 351-6473
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Spectrum
Editorials, letters and opinions

Letters
Safe-parking program
off to a good start
Editor,
Last month, I issued a plea to
local property owners willing
to rent out unused lots for use as
“safe parking lots” in Mountain
View and Palo Alto. We’ve made
a good start in our search for “a
whole lotta lots,” in large part
due to the support and partnership of multiple entities — Santa
Clara County, cities, nonprofit
organizations, faith leaders, vehicle residents and local businesses
working together. So, let me say
thank you.
Thank you to the Palo Alto
Chamber of Commerce and the
Mountain View Chamber of
Commerce for co-sponsoring our
four information sessions.
Thank you to Palo Alto and
Mountain View city councils for

identifying possible safe parking
sites, for their work on this issue,
and for their partnership with the
county.
Thank you to Live Nation
Entertainment for being a key
partner, working with the city of
Mountain View and the county
to open 24/7 safe parking yearround at Shoreline Amphitheatre Parking Lot B, which will
now be available to residents 24
hours, rather than just overnight.
Thank you to several nonprofits, who are running the
safe parking lots, offering expertise, and providing case
management.
Thank you to the Palo Alto
Human Relations Commission
and faith communities, who have
helped identify potential lots in
Palo Alto, and to the city staff
who are working with the county
to make them real.
Thank you to the Mountain
View Human Relations Com-

mission for its tireless efforts
in reaching out to businesses to
identify suitable lots.
Thank you to the businesses
and faith organizations that
have expressed interest in working together on safe parking in
both Palo Alto and Mountain
View.
The onset of the COVID-19
crisis has undeniably made this
effort more challenging, even
as it has undeniably made the
effort more urgent. Before you
can have an effective, successful safe-parking program, you’ve
got to identify the sites. It’s just
that simple, and it’s just that hard.
But, with the help of our partners
and the work done in March, we
have a clearer path forward.
Joe Simitian
County Supervisor

Open more space
Editor,
People on the hiking trails in
our parks have been respectful

of the 6-feet rule. But I think an
even better solution would be
to open as many spaces as possible — golf courses, (public and
private), other walking trails and
the Stanford Dish. This would
help reduce crowding and promote health and outdoor activity for people who are otherwise
constrained.
Richard Almond MD
University Avenue, Palo Alto

New life skills
Editor,
These are unexpected times.
Never would I have thought that
one day I’d be in my Advanced
Placement biology lab, and the
next, I’d be sheltering in place
with little homework to do.
This situation has challenged
me to develop life skills: time
management and initiative. I
have adapted to using FaceTime
and Zoom to communicate with
my teachers and friends. In fact,

I celebrated my 17th birthday
through a group Zoom chat;
we talked and joked around
past midnight, cloistered in our
respective homes. Although I
could not enjoy a nice dinner at
Benihana with my friends and ice
cream afterward, it was a very
memorable and heart-warming
birthday!
Over this break, I have taken
the time to hone my painting
abilities, experimenting with
new mediums such as oils and
watercolors. I know some of my
friends have chosen embroidery
and knitting to test their patience
or are making sweaters for family members.
Although these are unprecedented times, they have given
us the chance to explore new
interests that our jobs or school
responsibilities might not otherwise allow for.
Edward Zhang
Byron Street, Palo Alto

Guest Opinion
Six ideas for helping local businesses during COVID-19 crisis
by Steve Rasmussen

S

mall businesses add pizzazz and vibrancy to our
lives. Keeping restaurants,
nail salons, day care centers and
other small local businesses alive
through these
difficult times
does
much
more than help
the business
owner. These
owners don’t
only support
themselves, but
they also are responsible for the
livelihoods of all of their staff.
For most of my adult life, I was
part of The Milk Pail Market in
Mountain View, a very popular,
community-centric business. I
have a very real passion for the
importance of small, vibrant
mom-and-pop businesses in our
communities, and I have felt that
the employee-employer relationship is like a dance — one cannot
exist without the other, and neither will exist without the music
from the public.
Mountain View City Councilwoman Alison Hicks recently
told me that if these small businesses close, then corporate offices and chain restaurants will
likely take their places. The little
guy simply won’t be able to make
it anymore.
Our local businesses —
mom-and-pop businesses, family

businesses, vibrant and OPEN
businesses — are vital to our
community. I think we want to do
everything possible to ensure that
these businesses we value reopen
when life settles down.
Here are six ideas for tangible
things that you can do right now
to help our small businesses and
their employees:
1. During this crisis, if you are
a landlord, consider lowering the
rent to any business that has been
highly affected by the shelter-inplace order. It wasn’t the tenant’s
fault that this is happening, and it
is likely that they don’t have deep
pockets to weather this storm. A
few weeks ago, I had the chance
to chat and share my concerns
with John McNellis, a Palo Alto
landlord and friend who recently
wrote a column about this issue, in which he stated, “We are
forgiving all rent for the month
of April for our mom-and-pop
tenants that have been forced
to close.” I continue to promote
John’s essay with the hope that
if local landlords see it they will
follow suit.
2. Some cities are creating
“small business relief funds,”
including Mountain View, San
Francisco, Portland and the
counties of Santa Clara and San
Mateo. You can contribute to
such a fund to help stabilize local small businesses. These funds
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often issue microloans that will
be paid back in time.
3. Give someone a hand. If
you have the capacity, consider
offering an interest-free loan to
those in your own network having a difficult time. Even $100
can change somebody’s life right
now. Alternatively, pay it forward! Give a no-strings-attached
sum of money to someone in
need.
4. Eat out! Well, take out! Most
restaurants have razor-thin profit
margins on a good day; right
now, many restaurants are in dire
straits. If you have the ability, order a to-go dinner tonight from
your local restaurant. If you want
to eat there when the shelter-inplace order is behind us, it’s important to support them now.
5. If you are fortunate enough
to not really “need” the coronavirus stimulus check that the federal government is distributing to
many taxpayers, this might be a
way for you to start your own “relief fund” for others that are more
in need.
6. Lastly, the Silicon Valley
Community Foundation and the
Los Altos Community Foundation are wonderful organizations
that oversee “donor advised
funds” and private gifts that
are used for philanthropic contributions to worthy nonprofit
groups, both local and global.

The Silicon Valley Community
Foundation oversees $13.5 billion in donor-advised funds.
These monies often come from
wealthy local individuals, families and corporations. It would
be quite an act of generosity if
people reading this were to donate some small amount to one of
these foundations for the benefit
of helping our local small businesses that have been hurt by this
horrific COVID-19 attack on our
communities.
In my 45 years of owning a
business, I have been rewarded
with many good friends, some
serious luck, a few rough times

and a bit of good fortune. At this
stage of my life, I want to give
back to the vibrant community
that gave my little store life.
I invite those of you who have
had a similar life’s path to share
your experience, your wisdom
and maybe some of your financial success with local small
businesses that now need your
support. Q
Steve Rasmussen owned the
Milk Pail Market in Mountain
View for 45 years. He welcomes
discussions of additional
ways to help small businesses
and can be emailed at steve@
milkpail.com.

WHAT DO YOU THINK?
The Palo Alto Weekly encourages comments on our coverage
or on issues of local interest.

How can Palo Alto help
small businesses make
a comeback?
Submit letters to the editor of up to 300 words to letters@paweekly.com.
Submit guest opinions of 1,000 words to editor@paweekly.com. Include your
name, address and daytime phone number so we can reach you.
We reserve the right to edit contributions for length, objectionable content,
libel and factual errors known to us. Anonymous letters will generally not be
accepted. Submitting a letter to the editor or guest opinion constitutes a granting
of permission to the Palo Alto Weekly and Embarcadero Media to also publish it
online, including in our online archives and as a post on Town Square.
For more information, contact Editorial Assistant Lloyd Lee at llee@paweekly.
com or 650-223-6526 or Editor Jocelyn Dong at editor@paweekly.com.

Across
1 Completely chill
5 Cat’s resting spot
8 “Sweat smile” or “money-mouth face,” e.g.
13 Et ___ (Latin for “and others”)
14 Golden ___ O’s (cereal variety that
somehow exists)
16 Fix with a needle
17 ITEMS IN THE FREEZER
20 ITEMS IN THE FREEZER
21 Affectionate greeting (that I’m guessing
there will be a lot of when this is done)
22 Raphael’s weapon, in “Teenage Mutant
Ninja Turtles”
23 Gallery offering
24 RaÌz c˙bica de ocho
27 Long sandwich
29 Makeshift car cleaners
32 Exclamations that have their moments?
34 Ewe’s mate
36 Answer a stimulus
40 ITEMS IN THE REFRIGERATOR
44 Phone maker from Finland
45 “Born in the ___”
46 New employee
47 Degs. for many professors
50 Alternatives to Macs
52 It’s usually due April 15
53 Breakfast hrs.
56 Android program
58 Carp in some ponds
60 ITEMS IN THE VEGETABLE CRISPER
67 ITEMS IN THE VEGETABLE CRISPER
68 Words before ante
69 It ended on April 9 this year
70 Musk of Tesla Motors
71 Bedding item
72 Get the idea
73 Some TV rooms
Down
1 Golden State, informally
2 “30 Rock” star Baldwin

“Cool, Cool” — another door opens. By Matt Jones

This week’s SUDOKU

Answers on page 21.

Answers on page 21.

3 Longest possible sentence
4 Go together perfectly
5 With “The,” 2008 Mike Myers flop
6 Carpet calculation
7 Stereotypical ‘80s hairdos
8 Words in the middle of everyone’s favorite
Napoleon-based palindrome
9 Alternate nickname for Sporty Spice (as
opposed to Scary)
10 Home of Suntory’s headquarters
11 2000 World Series MVP Derek
12 “___ let you down!”
15 Green “Sesame Street” character
18 “It’s either them ___”
19 Karmann ___ (classic VW model)
24 Rhett Butler’s last word

25 The ___ State University
26 Jonas who developed a polio vaccine
28 Actress ___ Ling of “The Crow”
30 “Despicable Me” supervillain
31 “Late Night” host Meyers who’s currently
broadcasting from home
33 Omit
35 Initialism for the series of “Avengers”
movies
37 “Keep ___!” (“Don’t give up!”)
38 “Scott Pilgrim vs. the World” star Michael
39 “Jurassic Park” beast
41 God, to a Rastafarian
42 Preternatural power
43 Make retroactive, like a payment
48 “Hawaii Five-O” detective, to McGarrett

www.sudoku.name

49 Go letter by letter
51 “Bon ___” (good evening, in France)
53 Photographer Diane
54 Transform bit by bit
55 Dealt a sharp blow, in the Bible
57 Asks intrusive questions
59 “The Sky ___” (1950 Italian drama)
61 Hurt all over
62 Rapper in “Law & Order: SVU”
63 Dermatologist’s case
64 Miniature golf goal
65 English school founded by Henry VI
66 1040 IDs
©2020 Jonesin’ Crosswords (jonesincrosswords@gmail.com)

Another year of award-winning journalism.
Some of the reasons we’re the best-read news source on the Peninsula.

Investigative Reporting

Editorial Comment

Photo Story/Essay

“On the trail of a killer by Sue Dremann

“When local government leaders refuse to answer
questions, they become their own worst enemies”
by Bill Johnson

“Rethinking waste” by Veronica Weber

Breaking News

“Palo Alto Weekly 40th Anniversary edition”
by Palo Alto Weekly Staff

Coverage of Local Government
“Whose rules?” by Gennady Sheyner

Coverage of Youth and Education

Special Section

“The challenge of charter schools” by Elena Kadvany

“Cellphone video captures heated MAGA
confrontation that went viral” by Sue Dremann

Enterprise News Story or Series

Informational Graphic

“The price of ‘paradise’” by Palo Alto Weekly Staff

“Anatomy of a fraud” by Linda Taaffe, Kristin Brown

Land-Use Reporting

Photo Illustration

“Inside Stanford’s bid to expand — and how it came
undone” by Gennady Sheyner

Breaking News
“Pay to play: College admissions scandal by
Sue Dremann, Jamey Padojino, Elena Kadvany

Are you supporting
our efforts?

Inside Page Layout & Design
“A Radio ‘Miracle’” by Doug Young

“Whose rules?” by Veronica Weber, Jocelyn Dong

Photo Story/Essay
“Living on four wheels” by Veronica Weber

Awards presented by the California
News Publishers Association for
work published in 2019.

Become a member today to support another year of award-winning journalism.

Visit paloaltoonline.com/join
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Carmel | $5,998,000
Eric Miller designed masterpiece. Dramatic great room with African mahogany and walnut woodwork. Exquisite kitchen with breakfast bar, butler’s pantry, and wine room. Stunning, Tuscan-inspired
pool aside travertine patios. Private guest house with front/rear patios. Custom master bedroom with lavish balcony overlooking a gorgeous approx. 15 acres. Approx. interior 6,700 sf. 5br/5.5ba.
Carter Tappan
408.455.0911
cartertappan@gmail.com
CalRE #01917401

Mountain View | $2,698,000
This is a rare opportunity to live in a central and close-knit community built around Sylvan Park. Spacious 4br/2.5ba Sylvan Park home w/large eat-in kitchen, hardwood floors, private yard incl. solar
heated pool/spa, outdoor fireplace & pizza oven.
Derrick Oh
408.723.3300
derrick.oh@cbnorcal.com
CalRE #01344896

Redwood City | $1,748,000
www.941EmeraldHill.com - Well-loved & upgraded 3br/2ba home with stunning San Francisco Bay views, hardwood floors throughout and a newly constructed deck. A 10+! Welcoming, landscaped front yard with
mature vegetation – low maintenance backyard – spotless garage – double pane windows – tiled w/b fireplace – modern kitchen w/light wood cabinetry – Roy Cloud Elementary.
Francis Rolland
650.224.4817
frolland@cbnorcal.com
CalRE #00896319

ColdwellBankerHomes.com

guiding you home since 1906

The property information herein is derived from various sources that may include, but not be limited to, county records and the Multiple Listing Service, and it may include approximations. Although the information is believed to be accurate, it is not warranted and you should not rely upon it without personal veriﬁcation. Real estate agents afﬁliated with Coldwell Banker
Realty and Coldwell Banker Devonshire are independent contractor sales associates, not employees. ©2020 Coldwell Banker. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker logos are trademarks of Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. The Coldwell Banker® System is comprised of company owned ofﬁces which are owned by a subsidiary of Realogy
Brokerage Group LLC and franchised ofﬁces which are independently owned and operated. The Coldwell Banker System fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act.
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