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Accepting Donations
of Supplies
At Stanford Medicine our number one priority is the safety of our employees
and our patients. We have obtained personal protective equipment (PPE) for
the projected needs of our organization for the Novel Coronavirus (COVID-19)
outbreak. However, as a cautionary measure, Stanford Medicine is now accepting
donations of unopened supplies in their original packaging. We are unable to
accept homemade supplies.
REQUESTED DONATION ITEMS

• Masks (N95, surgical,
and procedure)

• Goggles and eye shields

• Disinfecting wipes such as
Clorox or Sani-cloth wipes

• Controlled Air Purifying Respirator
(CAPR) / Powered Air Purifying
Respirator (PAPR) machines
and disposables

• Hand sanitizer
• Face shields

• Isolation or surgical gowns

• Flocked swabs
WAYS TO DONATE
Stanford Health Care
ATTN: Supply
Donations Center
820 Quarry Rd Ext
Palo Alto, CA 94304

Stanford Health Care
550 Broadway
(On Douglas Ave side)
Redwood City, CA 94063

Stanford Health Care –
ValleyCare LifeStyleRx
1119 E Stanley Blvd
Livermore, CA 94550

Open every day
1:00pm–5:00pm

Open Monday–Friday
8:00am–5:00pm

To learn more, please visit: stanfordhealthcare.org/donatesupplies
Thank you for your generous donations and for supporting our community.
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WHY SUPPORT

LOCAL
JOURNALISM?
Our subscribing members
say it best...

“

You are doing yeoman’s work in the face
of an unprecedented rush of news and
stress. THANK YOU for all that you do ... I
am grateful to have you in our community
and to be a subscriber.

”

- Maria A.

Will you join the thousands of others
supporting local journalism?
Now’s your moment to step up and help sustain
our newsrooms when we need you the most.

Subscribe now at paloaltoonline.com/join
You can also subscribe for one year by mailing a check for $120
($60 for seniors and students) to us at 450 Cambridge Ave., Palo Alto 94306.
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Upfront

Local news, information and analysis

Scientists wage war against the virus
Researchers race to boost testing, vet drugs
for COVID-19 as shutdown drags on
by Gennady Sheyner and Sue Dremann

T

hree weeks into a virus-induced shutdown, as downtown streets remain silent
and the economy finds itself
teetering on the brink of a steep
and sudden recession, a research

boom is sweeping through local
universities, hospitals and commercial labs. For scientists working nonstop behind the scenes,
the race is on to defeat a deadly
virus that has brought the whole

world to its knees.
Their war has many fronts,
but chief among them are testing
and treatment, which are seeing
a flurry of activity. Stanford University and University of California, San Francisco (UCSF) have
ramped up their testing capacity
and launched clinical trials at a
furious pace. Since the coronavirus pandemic took off, Stanford’s

epidemiologists have been working with Santa Clara County
health officials to model the pandemic’s trajectory; its virologists
have developed various ways to
test for virus; and its medical researchers are now launching clinical trials for promising drugs that
have proved effective for fighting
Ebola, the flu and Hepatitis D.
Researchers also are collaborat-

ing with counterparts in other universities as well as public agencies
and private labs to share — and
scale — their breakthroughs.
Private companies also have
stepped up, with commercial
labs developing tests and distributing drugs that they believe
may become critical weapons in
(continued on page 14)

PUBLIC HEALTH

Here’s the
latest on the
coronavirus
County sees
slowed growth in
COVID-19 cases
by Palo Alto Weekly staff

I
Magali Gauthier

Karen Himmaugh rings up Barbara Bunker’s groceries at Piazza’s Fine Foods in Palo Alto. The two are separated by a large piece
of Plexiglas.

BUSINESS

Eggs are sold out. Hand sanitizer is on back order.
Strained staff are working overtime.
Here’s how Midpeninsula grocery stores are responding to the coronavirus
by Elena Kadvany

R

unning a local grocery
store under the shadow of the coronavirus
means ordering wearable face
shields for employees alongside
eggs and milk.
It means pivoting to home
delivery on a dime without the
technological infrastructure or
resources that major delivery
apps have.

It means asking employees at
the start of every shift, before
they can begin work, if they or
anyone they live with has a fever, cough or any symptoms of
COVID-19 and documenting
their responses.
It means booming sales, but at
the expense of overworked staff
who are now considered essential workers.

The coronavirus “turned everything on its head,” said Emel
Mutlu, who runs The Market at
Edgewood in Palo Alto with her
father and husband. “There’s a
lot of emotional labor — that’s
what I’ve been calling it — involved in keeping the place
going.”
Locally operated grocery
stores and their employees are

on their own front lines of the
COVID-19 pandemic. Their
owners, many with families themselves, have worked
quickly to transform their stores
and operations to comply with
fast-moving public health guidance, including last week’s more
stringent measures for essential

n the latest sign that the Bay
Area shutdown is effectively
containing the spread of the
coronavirus, Santa Clara County
is seeing the rate of new cases
gradually stabilize.
Dr. Sara Cody, the county’s
health officer, said Tuesday that
COVID-19 cases in the county
are doubling every two weeks,
according to the latest counts. In
early March, before the county
began adopting increasingly stringent measures to mandate social
distancing, cases doubled roughly
every three days, Cody told the
county Board of Supervisors on
Tuesday.
“The trend is exactly what we
want to see: that we’re lengthening
the doubling time, we’re slowing
things down,” Cody said. “And
this we’ve been able to do because
our community has come together
and is reducing their contacts and
interactions with each other to the
greatest extent possible.”
Cody noted that the models that
the county has been using to predict the pandemic’s spread suggest that the county’s case count
will range between 2,500 and
12,000 on May 1. Without the
social-distancing measures, the
case count would be about 50,000,
she said.
“These models show us that we
have prevented deaths and we have
prevented hospitalizations and we
have given our hospitals time to
prepare,” Cody told the board.

(continued on page 18)
(continued on page 20)
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POWER OF THE PRINT ...
MakeXPaloAlto, a group of
Gunn and Palo Alto high school
students, is doing its part in the
effort to increase the supply of
personal protective equipment
by producing one critical item:
face shields. The group prints
the parts and sends them to
MakerNexus. The Sunnyvale
nonprofit then assembles the
shields and delivers them to
the Valley Medical Center
Foundation, which distributes
the items to health care workers.
Since late March, the group has
3D-printed parts for about 160
shields at Cubberley Community
Center. “This highlights the
importance of project-based
education because in this
environment ... we’re still seeing
things like makerspaces and
student journalism programs
and broadcast networks
operating and doing really
meaningful work,” said Gunn
High senior Yonatan Maor, a
member of the group. Working
with the community and other
makerspaces, the group’s goal is
to produce 20,000 face masks.
The group has recruited about
a dozen Palo Altans to join the
effort and is looking to build
its numbers. “Hospitals won’t
operate if they don’t have this.
... The fact that we have the
capacity to do this, and we have
the skills to make this (and it’s)
being used by people to actually
save lives is pretty mind-blowing,”
Maor said. Learn more at
makexpaloalto.org/covid-19.
AIRBNB ANGEL ... Even though
Airbnb hosts have taken a hit
since the shelter-at-home order
went into effect, it doesn’t mean
people don’t need the extra living
spaces. Tom O’Connor, who rents
out his accessory dwelling unit
at his Midtown home — calling
it a “pied-a-terre” on Airbnb —

used to charge travelers $150
per night. But about a week ago,
he opened up his unit for free.
Within 15 minutes of sharing his
offer online, O’Connor met a
Sacramento-based nurse who
was temporarily transferred to
the VA Palo Alto Health Care
System’s Palo Alto facility
during the COVID-19 pandemic.
Working 12-hour shifts, the nurse
didn’t want to endure a six-hour
commute. Since his unit was
going to collect dust, why not
offer it for free to a health care
worker in need? “Health care
workers, doctors, nurses —
they’re doing a dangerous job
right now,” he said. “Anything
we can do to help them to stay
— I think it’s just a nice thing
to do.” Since then, more local
Airbnb hosts have stepped up
to offer their own spaces to
essential workers. O’Connor has
connected four people to other
Airbnb hosts. An electrician by
trade, he also has offered free
services through his business,
O’Connor & Son’s Electric.
The only condition? “As long
as people give donations to the
Ecumenical Hunger Program,” he
said. In just the past few weeks,
he has donated around $4,000 to
the East Palo Alto-based social
services organization.

LET’S GET LOUD ... A new
tradition has emerged in the
Midtown neighborhood: a nightly
applause for essential workers.
Inspired by similar actions in
Italy, Vancouver and other parts
of the globe, Palo Altan Sayona
Freeman launched the tradition at
7 p.m., Wednesday. “The world is
uniting and showing its gratitude
in the best way we know how,”
she said. “We just want to thank
those who are in the hospitals
risking it all for humanity’s wellbeing.” The idea initially revolved
around acknowledging workers
at Stanford Health Care and the
Palo Alto Medical Foundation.
Since then, it has expanded to
all essential employees. Freeman
spread the word of her plan
through Facebook groups and
the social media app Nextdoor,
encouraging people to clap, holler
and bang some pots as a sign of
appreciation every day at 7 p.m.
“Half the joy is hearing and seeing
your neighbors. It builds spirits in
these tough times,” she said. Q

Upfront

News Digest

RELIGION

This year, the faithful go online to
celebrate Passover, Easter week

Palo Alto Weekly garners 16 awards

Spiritual communities press on with traditions during the pandemic
by Lloyd Lee

T

Courtesy of Timotius Tjahjadi

he rituals of Passover aren’t
traditionally performed
through video chat, and
the Christian Holy Week services
aren’t usually streamed live. But
synagogues and churches throughout the Peninsula are devising creative ways to virtually connect for
the upcoming holidays of their
respective faiths while following
social-distancing orders.
Perhaps for the first time in Congregation Kol Emeth’s 63-year history, the familiar melody of Lion
King’s “Circle of Life” marked the
beginning of Passover. Rather than
the sweeping refrain of the chorus,
“It’s the circle of life,” the lyrics
were altered and an all-male Jewish a cappella group sang, “At the
Seder tonight” — online, that is.
Rabbi David Booth, who hosted
the Zoom-based Seder — a ritual
feast prepared on the first day of
Passover — used YouTube and
its trove of parody songs and traditional Jewish music to maintain
some semblance of normalcy
while adding new notes of hope
and laughter.
“Passover is very much a homebased holiday,” said Booth, a rabbi
for Kol Emeth of 17 years. “But
now I can start to draw anything
from the internet. This is a great
time to use YouTube to find those
resources.”
As someone who’s accustomed
to hosting more than 30 people at
his family’s home on the first day
of Passover, Booth was disheartened to find out he won’t be able to
share the biblical story of Exodus
in-person — a story that’s always
retold during Seder and is symbolically represented through the
foods on the Passover Seder plate.
So to take full advantage of
the new virtual medium, Booth
used the screen-sharing features
of Zoom to retell the severalthousand-years-old tales in a way
that’s fit for the 21st century — using videos on the internet.
“People are doing all kinds of
things to really make the story
come alive,” he said.
The traditions of Holy Week
and Easter Sunday on April 12
have also been upended due to the
COVID-19 pandemic, from anthems sung by a choir to baptisms
conducted during Easter services.

Parishioners celebrate Easter Sunday at Menlo Church in Menlo
Park in 2018. Because of social-distancing rules, the church is
holding this year’s services online.
Paul Taylor, a teaching pastor for
Peninsula Bible Church of Palo
Alto, said that the electricity inside a room packed for an Easter
Sunday service that’s filled with
upbeat music could be lost under
the social-distancing orders.
But his church and several other
congregations are using the unprecedented situation to do something new during the Christian
Holy Week: collaborate.
Working with up to 30 different congregations, Peninsula Bible
Church has organized collaborative online prayer events and daylong Bible readings this week. The
church is also joining with Central
Peninsula Church of Foster City,
Peninsula Covenant Church of
Redwood City and New North
Church of San Bruno to pre-record
music for the livestreamed Easter
Sunday services.
“One of the neat things that has
happened because of the shelter-inplace order is that a lot of churches
are collaborating more than they
used to,” Taylor said. “There’s
fewer physical barriers. We could
never gather our churches in the
same building, but you can easily
do the same online event.”
At First Presbyterian Church in
Mountain View, Lead Pastor Tim
Boyer said, the church will be doing an online Holy Communion
Thursday morning, a rite in the
Maundy Thursday service that
commemorates Jesus’ last supper.
For Easter, the church will have a
pre-recorded worship service published on their website and YouTube channel.

Courtesy of Elaine and Nolan Sigal

Members of the Congregation of Kol Emeth gather for a Seder
dinner in 2019. This year, the Palo Alto congregation hosted a
virtual Seder dinner.

It doesn’t replace the intimacy
of gathering in-person. But Boyer
does acknowledge that solely focusing on the church’s online presence these days has helped attract
a consistent number of online visitors, averaging around two times
more than the 100 people that
might come in-person to an Easter
Sunday service each year.
“There’s definitely a place for
virtual worship that I think we’ll
continue on after we do get back to
some type of normal way,” Boyer
said. “I think our whole culture is
going to change a little bit through
this experience — I’ll take the
good and carry it on.”
Even for Menlo Church, a congregation with six locations up
and down the Bay Area including
the original Menlo Park site, suspending on-campus services has
pushed the church to think about
new online strategies for outreach
that may carry over after the COVID-19 crisis.
Eugene Lee, executive pastor of
Menlo Church, said that his team
is exploring how to increase online interaction among viewers.
On Easter, for example, there will
be eight services, from 8:30 a.m.
to 7 p.m., and people will be able
to chat with other viewers as they
watch the service. The service
will also include invitations for
people to delve deeper into faith,
with follow-up resources offered to
continue the process.
“The pandemic has definitely
accelerated the move to a digital
strategy to be connected, to create a community and to disciple
members of the church,” Lee said.
“We’ve always offered our content
online, but this has been an opportunity for us to take that to another
level.”
Synagogues are no exception.
Along with a virtual Seder dinner,
Booth said that his Palo Alto congregation hosted a virtual family
scavenger hunt last night for the
search of chametz — food with
leavening such as bread that is
strictly prohibited during Passover.

The Palo Alto Weekly’s staff was recognized with 16 awards for
coverage of breaking news, local government, education and land
use, as well as for its investigative reporting, enterprise stories, photojournalism, editorial comment and design, in this year’s California
Journalism Awards.
The annual competition is organized by the California News Publishers Association and covered work produced in 2019. This year,
168 print, digital and campus publications submitted 2,969 entries.
Out-of-state journalists critiqued the work and ranked the top picks.
The results were announced ahead of a scheduled May 16 awards
ceremony in Long Beach, which has been canceled due to the coronavirus crisis.
Staff Writer Gennady Sheyner’s first-place land-use story on
Stanford University’s withdrawal of its general-use-permit application was described by judges as “a deeply reported, fairly written
look on how Stanford’s plans for a major campus expansion fell
apart.”
Staff Writer Sue Dremann’s second-place investigative report on
John Arthur Getreu, who is facing charges for two cold-case murders near Stanford University in the 1970s, was described by judges
as “utterly chilling and wonderfully put together.”
The Weekly employs a newsroom staff of 11 journalists under
Editor-in-Chief Jocelyn Dong. The community media outlet’s work
competed against other weekly publications across the state with
circulations of more than 25,000. Q
—Palo Alto Weekly staff

Ravenswood names permanent leader
After serving just over a year as the Ravenswood City School
District’s interim superintendent, Gina Sudaria has been selected
as the K-8 district’s permanent superintendent.
The school board announced its selection in a press release on
Monday afternoon. Board President Ana Maria Pulido said the
trustees chose Sudaria during an all-day closed session special
meeting on March 28 and will formally vote on her new contract at
their next regular meeting on April 16.
Sudaria, who has worked in various roles in Ravenswood for over
two decades, has largely been praised for restoring morale and trust
at the East Palo Alto district after taking over as interim superintendent last spring. The board appointed her interim superintendent
after putting former superintendent Gloria Hernandez-Goff on paid
leave. Hernandez-Goff, whose tenure was marred by budget woes
and community protests, was soon forced to resign.
Despite pleas from the community that the board conduct an internal search for the district’s next superintendent, which would have
likely resulted in Sudaria’s permanent appointment, the trustees
voted in October to search externally.
In Monday’s announcement, Sudaria thanked the board for “trusting me to implement their vision.”
Sudaria started her career as a teacher at Belle Haven Elementary
School in 1998. After six years of teaching, she became vice principal and then principal of Costaño Elementary School and 49ers
Academy. She was principal for nearly eight years before moving
to the district office, first as director of human resources and then
director of student services. Q
—Elena Kadvany

Facebook gives $15M to local businesses
Weeks after Facebook announced it would put $100 million into
a program to offer grants to small businesses around the world, the
Menlo Park-based company announced Tuesday that $15 million of
that funding will be set aside for Bay Area small businesses.
Facebook’s $100 million investment is intended to support 30,000
small businesses in 30 countries, which could mean splitting a large
amount of money into many small pieces. It’s still not clear how the
funds will be divided; if split equally, it would provide about $3,300
to each small business recipient.
Facebook intends to prioritize small business grants for eligible
minority, women and veteran-owned businesses across the U.S.
“due to the disproportionate negative impact that COVID-19 will
have on these businesses, their employees, and the communities
that they serve,” said Facebook’s Global Chief Diversity Officer
Maxine Williams.
Eligible businesses need to have between two and 50 employees, have been in business for over a year, have experienced challenges from COVID-19 and be in or near a location where Facebook operates. Q
—Kate Bradshaw

(continued on page 10)
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Upfront
CITY HALL

Palo Alto throws city employees a lifeline
as economy crumbles
Council agrees to pay employees who cannot work because of shutdown
by Gennady Sheyner

A

everyone is sheltering in place or
working from home, she said.
During an expansive discussion
Monday night, conducted virtually as the seven council members
sheltered at home, the council
took several steps to ease some
near-term impacts of the sudden
recession. It unanimously agreed
to pay city employees, even those
currently unable to work, until the
end of June. It also directed staff
to explore a program that would
provide “life support” in the form
of grants and utility relief to small
businesses. And it decided to explore another rent-relief program
for residents who are currently
protected from evictions by both
local and county ordinances but
who would be required to pay all
the back rent once the public health
emergency is over.
The shutdown has already rippled through City Hall, which has
a staff of about 1,100 employees.
Roughly 600 “essential” employees, including police officers, firefighters, rangers and workers from
the Utilities and Public Works

departments, continue to report to
work. Another 400 shifted to telecommuting from home. The remaining 100 have seen their hours
reduced, in some cases down to
zero, as the city shut down its recreational programs and closed all
community centers and libraries.
Chief People Officer and Human
Resources Director Rumi Portillo
told the council that the past few
weeks have been “a period of great
anxiety for our workforce.” The
current pay period at City Hall is
winding down on April 10. Without the council’s policy guidance,
the city was preparing to reduce
employees’ hours or change their
employment statuses in the following period, she said.
“With each day, their anxiety
increases. ... The idea of entering
into a time of potentially not having
health coverage and pay is something of increasing concern to the
workforce,” Portillo said, noting
that some employees are also dealing with the fact that schools have
closed and they don’t have good
child care.

+PZJV]LY;OL:JHUKPH+V^U+PɈLYLUJL
HEIRLOOM QUALITY DOWN COMFORTERS & PILLOWS

EUROPEAN BED & BATH LINENS

Our Palo Alto store is temporarily closed to help slow the spread of the COVID-19 virus.
Please shop with us at scandiahome.com in the meantime and use code PA2020 at checkout for a special gift.
We are monitoring our email and voicemail. Please let us know if we can serve your needs…and please be well.

Weekly file photo

fter seeing the local economy collapse seemingly
overnight, Palo Alto’s
elected leaders began to plan Monday for a grim “new normal” with
fewer services, a leaner workforce
and a retail sector decimated by
the coronavirus shutdown.
The pandemic, which last month
brought the local economy to a near
halt, is expected to cost the city between $15 million and $20 million
in lost revenues in the current fiscal year, which ends June 30, Chief
Financial Officer Kiely Nose said
Monday night. At the same time, it
is forcing the City Council to confront myriad complex and expensive issues, including a weakened
safety net for vulnerable residents,
uncertainty for city workers and a
retail sector that has been brought
to its knees.
Nose told the council that the
impacts on the economy have been
“very stark and very immediate.”
The city’s normally vibrant downtown, she said, is “basically empty.”
And the city’s daytime population has dropped significantly as

To ease some near-term impacts of the sudden recession, the Palo
Alto City Council on Monday unanimously agreed to pay city
employees, even those currently unable to work, until the end of June.
It also directed staff to explore a program that would provide “life
support” in the form of grants and utility relief to small businesses.
For the council, the toughest
decisions will be made in May,
when the city refines and adopts its
budget for fiscal year 2021, which
begins on July 1. The Monday vote
did not address the long-term impacts of the recession, though it did
throw a lifeline to employees.
The council’s action, which was
championed by Councilwoman
Liz Kniss, gives employees who
are facing administrative leave
a reprieve of sorts for at least the
next two-and-a-half months. Kniss
stressed the importance of taking
care of city workers, telling her
colleagues that “kindness starts at
home.” Others agreed.
“I think given how quickly this
crisis has come upon us and that
we are approaching the end of fiscal year, and we don’t know all the
needs we have for our nonessential
workers in the coming months,
this is the prudent action,” Mayor
Adrian Fine said.
Councilman Greg Tanaka spoke
at length about the need to help
local businesses. Many, he said,
have already shut down and will
not reopen after the emergency.
Other business owners are reaching deep into their own pockets to

pay workers and keep their operations alive.
Tanaka urged his colleagues to
follow the example of Mountain
View, which has a program in place
that allows private companies to
contribute to a fund that provides
grants to small businesses. The
council requested that the city
convene a roundtable of business
owners to help put such a program
together.
The council also agreed to abandon the city’s traditional budgetsetting process, which entails a
review by the Finance Committee
before the budget goes to the full
council for adoption. Instead, given
the magnitude of the changes that
have to be made, it will be the full
council that will make all the refinements and decisions on what
to cut.
“We can’t yet guess or put forward what those changes are going
to be, but they’re going to be significant changes in terms of service
delivery in the city, for residents,
for businesses and for city staff
members,” Fine said. Q
Staff Writer Gennady Sheyner
can be emailed at gsheyner@
paweekly.com.

CityView
A round-up

of Palo Alto government action this week

City Council (April 6)

COVID-19: The council heard an update about the city’s response to the
COVID-19 pandemic. The council also directed staff to continue to pay all
employees, including those unable to work because of the shelter-in-place
order, until the end of June and to explore new programs to help businesses.
Yes: Unanimous

Page 8 • April 10, 2020 • Palo Alto Weekly • www.PaloAltoOnline.com

Upfront
ANIMALS

During new statewide order,
pets find shelter at homes
Hundreds of local volunteers open their doors to foster animals as
rescue facilities clear out their kennels
by Linda Taaffe
normal,” Krukenberg added.
“We’re all banding together to
do what we can ... and are figuring out how to do creative new
things like virtual or drive-thru
adoptions.”
Another strategy that Pets in
Need is trying during the shutdown, when pet owners may suddenly find themselves out of work,
is to help keep pets in the homes
where they belong.
The nonprofit has launched a
temporary financial assistance
program to help owners pay for
everything from pet food and
medications to cat litter and emergency medical care. Pet owners
can call the nonprofit and explain
their situation, Mollica said. The
shelter will grant individuals up
to $1,000 from its $25,000 emergency fund.
“Again, this is an attempt for
us to make sure we can keep animals in homes and help people
that are in a financial bind right
now,” Mollica said. “We thought
we would be focusing on people
that are in lower-income areas, but
what we’re finding out is that just
about everybody, if you’ve lost
your job, is in dire straits.”
Mollica said about 55 people
have applied for financial assistance and 37 already have received assistance.
The nonprofit also is partnering with the Ecumenical Hunger
Program in Palo Alto to distribute
pet food and supplies to clients at
home and is providing financial
support and supplies to partner
shelters in the Central Valley.
While the pandemic has dramatically altered animal-rescue
operations throughout the region
— the change hasn’t necessarily
been for the worse.
Mollica and Krukenberg said
they have seen an unprecedented
surge of volunteers opening their
homes to care for cats, dogs, rabbits — and even a lizard — during
these uncertain times.
Krukenberg said that, as of the
beginning of this week, more than
3,000 people have expressed interest in fostering animals through
the Humane Society. Mollica said
the number of active foster volunteers has increased from about
430 to 780 at Pets In Need.
“This is the silver lining in a
horrible situation,” Mollica said.
“And as nice as our shelters are,
there’s still no better place than
being in somebody’s home.”
Mollica said he’s thrilled that
the shelter was able to place its
41 puppies in foster care for those
first months that are crucial for socialization — it’s an opportunity
that might not have been available

to every single one of the animals
under normal circumstances.
Mollica said one family took
in three puppies to care for while
their children are stuck at home.
“They have given us a reason to
get out in the yard and play every
day and have provided a distraction for all of us from the anxietyproducing news,” said Amie Heddle, who has been fostering dogs
for Pets in Need for about a year.
“Puppies are like toddlers, and
three of them are like triplet boy
toddlers in the amount of energy
and enthusiasm,” she said.
Heddle and her family took in
the pups a week before the official
shutdown started.
“We knew it was best for them.
... It was the least we could do
to do our part to help these poor
dogs,” she said.
On Wednesday, Heddle said all
three puppies had been adopted,
and her family is fostering a new
puppy.
The nonprofit had suspended
adoptions for a time but reopened
them last week, and within a few
days, it had already completed 16
adoptions remotely, Mollica said.
Some of those who are adopting
are the foster families themselves.
“What we’re seeing is a number of fosters saying, ‘You know,
I love this guy so much. ... Just
go ahead and make him a fullfledged member of the family,’”
Mollica said.

Veronica Weber

W

hen Pets In Need decided to streamline
most of its operations
last month because of the statewide stay-at-home order, the nonprofit animal rescue group moved
quickly to empty out its kennels,
sending roughly 160 animals to
hunker down with foster families
throughout the Midpeninsula.
Within a matter of days, it also
assembled a pipeline of volunteer
families ready and waiting to take
in any strays that animal control
officers might bring to Palo Alto’s
municipal no-kill shelter along
East Bayshore Road. The group
also operates a rescue site in
Redwood City but has essentially
ceased all operations there.
“The idea is to keep the shelters
basically without animals, and
then that way, it’s easier for us to
maintain (those sites) on a real
small scale,” Executive Director
Al Mollica said. “If we had to
figure out how to socialize, feed
and care for all these animals in
shelters, I mean, that would be a
nightmare. Thankfully we have
these foster (families).”
The Palo Alto shelter is operating with an on-call medical
staff, one employee responsible
for maintaining the kennels and
another person who coordinates
with volunteer foster families.
All non-emergency services,
such as educational and volunteer
programs and on-site adoptions,
are temporarily on hold, but all
staff members, including hourly
workers, are continuing to be paid
and receive their current benefits,
Mollica said.
Pets In Need isn’t the only organization to clear out its kennels.
Humane Society Silicon Valley,
which places approximately 6,100
stray animals in homes throughout the region each year, also has
worked at a record pace to house
as many of its animals in foster
homes as possible to make room
for rescued animals from other
shelters in the state that might
otherwise be euthanized.
At the beginning of April,
the nonprofit organization had
placed 230, or about two-thirds,
of its animals with foster families
throughout the region and had
hundreds more people waiting
to take in animals, said Kurt
Krukenberg, president of the
nonprofit. Most operations have
been suspended at the shelter.
“As you can imagine, it’s been
a roller coaster for us just like
everyone else in the community
over the past few weeks,” said
Krukenberg,
“We’re all really trying to find
a way to operate in this new

Pets In Need cleared out its kennels last month by placing about 160
animals from its Palo Alto and Redwood City shelters into volunteer
foster homes after the state issued its stay-at-home order.
Krukenberg said the Humane
Society is experiencing the same
phenomenon. The shelter has reopened virtual adoptions online
and is looking to launch drivethru adoptions at its Milpitas site
to help move along adoption requests. On Wednesday, the shelter
had already completed 20 adoptions and had received more than
200 adoption requests.
Sabrina Ashjian, state director of the Humane Society of the
United States, said the number of
adoptions and fosters have gone
up nationwide over the past two
weeks after many shelters made
a public plea for help placing animals in homes during the crisis.
“We are so thrilled by the number of adoptions and fosters we’ve
seen,” she said. “We were worried
that shelters might have to close if
they were not deemed ‘essential
services.’ We made the call, and
so many people across the state
and nation answered by clearing
out shelters.”
Ashjian said taking in an animal is a great source of support
and companionship, especially
while many people are working

remotely from home and are feeling scared and socially isolated.
Ashjian said shelters are becoming very creative with virtual
adoptions, curbside pickup and
social-distancing guidelines.
Mollica said he believes that
foster families could provide another vital link in the new virtual
adoption process.
Those interested in adopting a
particular animal, he explained,
will be able to Skype or FaceTime with the foster family to
talk about the animal’s personality, likes, dislikes and other details that might not otherwise be
evident if the animals were living
at the shelter.
While each nonprofit has been
able to adjust operations while under the shutdown, both are bracing for financial hardship that is
likely to come.
The Humane Society’s annual
Fur Ball fundraiser at Levi’s Stadium, which typically brings in
about $1 million, or about 10%
of the nonprofit’s annual budget,
had to be canceled. Krukenberg
(continued on page 19)

CORONAVIRUS IS AFFECTING
PROVIDERS OF LOCAL NEWS.
THEY NEED OUR SUPPORT.
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Palo Altans for Sensible Zoning
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Upfront
COMMUNITY

Ordinary people, extraordinary times
The new normal: Life during the coronavirus crisis

I

‘This is so surreal.’
Neera Ahuja,
doctor and researcher
The impact of COVID-19 surrounds Dr. Neera Ahuja every
time she goes to work at Stanford
Hospital, where moderately and
seriously ill patients with the virus lay in hospital beds fighting to
overcome the disease.
Ahuja and the staff she oversees work long hours to try to
help these patients. And she
knows that each time she or

Faith
(continued from page 7)

Using a team-building event organizer, Booth and other members
of Kol Emeth scoured the exhibits of the Smithsonian Museum in
Washington, D.C., over a Zoom
call.
On the last day of Passover, on
April 16, Booth hopes to gather
all 600 members of Kol Emeth in
the same call to sing together and

have no symptoms.
Protective gear — gowns,
masks, gloves, goggles or face
shields — can do only so much.
The emotional toll on the 44 faculty members she oversees is one of
the most difficult things she must
deal with, she said.
“It’s hitting them hard. Seeing
the emotional struggle of my colleagues ... there’s a lot of anxiety,”
she said.
Ahuja said she also is urging
staff to take personal time and to
get enough rest so there is balance
in their lives and they can avoid
burnout — a difficult task in a
crisis.
The hospital environment has
changed because of COVID-19,
she said. Everything is more remote. There’s no lingering in the
hallway to talk, as staff seek to
reduce contact that could spread
the disease.
“I’m in Zoom meetings all day
long,” Ahuja said.
No one truly understood how
fast COVID-19 would come on,
she stated in a March 27 medicine
perspective in Medline Magazine.
The hospital had a large surge of
non-COVID patients in November
and December, which got staff
thinking about how to gear up for
the coronavirus if it came to the
area.
In January, they had more conversations about which wards
would be designated for coronavirus patients, but it wasn’t until

share a few words of hope.
Congregation Beth Am in Los
Altos Hills, also planned several
virtual Seder dinners on the first
and second days of Passover, providing interested hosts a guide on
how to prepare a traditional Seder
beforehand. In addition to its long
line-up of events throughout this
and next week, Rabbi Janet Marder and Cantor Jaime Shpall will
livestream a worship service that
marks the seventh day of Passover.
Though the means of observing

Passover and Easter will be different this year, the very purpose of
continuing these rituals, for both
faiths, remains consistent.
“I feel like we’re living in a moment of deep darkness, and we
don’t know what the end is going
to be,” Booth said. “So this is precisely a moment where you need
rituals that offer hope and turn us
toward faith.” Q
Editorial Assistant Lloyd Lee
can be emailed at llee@paweekly.
com.

O UR T EAM IS IN MOT ION FOR YO U

Courtesy of Stanford Health Care

n a span of days, the coronavirus outbreak created a new
reality along the Midpeninsula: Schools shut down, Stanford
University students were ordered
off campus, all concerts and
sports events were canceled. Tech
campuses are empty and most
residents are now stuck at home
under a statewide stay-at-home
order. Life as we knew it has come
to a screeching halt.
As residents adjust to living the
new normal, the Weekly is sharing
personal stories of how ordinary
people are coping during these
extraordinary times. This week,
we talked to a doctor on the front
line at Stanford Hospital who also
is the principal investigator of a
clinical trial of an experimental
drug that could be used to fight
COVID-19.

by Sue Dremann
another staff member interacts
with a patient, they also risk becoming infected by the highly
contagious virus. The spectre of
infection is on the minds of everyone she encounters. But she
said she’s invigorated by the dedication of her colleagues, their
ability to push through exhaustion and fear, their willingness to
take on extra loads of responsibility and the hope for potential
treatments, which she is a part of
trying to find.
“The first time I had to walk
into a room with a patient who potentially had COVID-19 was three
weeks ago,” Ahuja said during a
recent phone interview. “The test
turnaround was longer then. The
patient was very symptomatic.”
On the drive home, she thought
about what could happen if she
brought the virus to her family.
Ahuja has young children and an
elderly mother-in-law.
“This is so surreal,” she recalled
thinking.
The patient turned out to be
negative for the coronavirus, she
said, but the concern is still on everyone’s mind. Stanford is caring
for dozens of COVID-19 patients,
and a few medical providers have
developed symptoms or have been
quarantined.
As chief of the Division of Hospital Medicine, Ahuja must help
prepare the hospital for any reduction in staffing due to sickness or
quarantine, if staff test positive but

Neera Ahuja is a doctor and researcher at Stanford Hospital working
on the front line with patients battling the coronavirus. Read more
about her research in the story “Scientists wage war” on page 5.
March 10 that the hospital received its first confirmed COVID-19 patients. Then, everything
went into high gear, she said.
The hospital started preparing for how it would function
if there was a surge of patients
— and how it would function if
staffing was down 40% or even
70%. Some other hospitals have
already seen a 40% decrease in
staff, she said.
Medical students, who have
been removed from the clinical
setting to protect them from the
disease, are volunteering in many
other ways to help existing staff,
she said. They’ve offered to help
with carrying supplies and babysitting children of faculty, who can

then be freed up to work.
Ahuja is also the principal
investigator of an experimental
drug trial for remdesivir, which
could be used to fight the virus.
If the global trial is successful,
the U.S. Food and Drug Administration could approve the drug’s
use in a month or two for moderately and seriously ill patients,
she said.
Being on the forefront of hope is
exhilarating, she said.
“The wonderful thing is the science. Without scientific research,
there is no way to know where we
would go,” she said. Q
Staff Writer Sue Dremann
can be emailed at sdremann@
paweekly.com.

Public Agenda
A preview of Palo Alto government meetings next week
CITY COUNCIL ... The council plans to hear an update on the city’s
response to the COVID-19 pandemic, hold its annual Earth Day study
session and discuss the city’s Sustainability Action Plan. The meeting
will start at 6 p.m. on Monday, April 13, and will be conducted remotely.
Residents can tune in to Channel 26, listen to 90.1 FM KZSU radio or
log into the livestream through Midpen Media Center at midpenmedia.
org/category/government/city-of-palo-alto/ or at youtube.com/c/
cityofpaloalto. Members of the public can also participate by Zoom by
dialing 1-669-900-6833 and using Meeting ID: 362 027 238.
UTILITIES ADVISORY COMMISSION ... The commission plans to
discuss the Fiscal Year 2021 Electric Financial Plan and the Fiscal Year
2021 Gas Utility Financial Plan, including rate schedules, proposed
transfers and reserve management practices. The meeting will start at 9
a.m. on Wednesday, April 15, and will be conducted remotely. Residents
can tune in to Channel 26 or log into the livestream through Midpen
Media Center at midpenmedia.org/category/government/city-of-paloalto/ or at youtube.com/c/cityofpaloalto. Residents can also participate
by Zoom by dialing 1-669-900-6833, using Meeting ID: 362 027 238
and the password 650 329 2571
PLANNING AND TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION ... The commission
plans to meet remotely at 5 p.m. on Wednesday, April 15. The agenda
was not available as of the Weekly’s press deadline. Residents can tune
in to Channel 26 or view the livestream at midpenmedia.org/category/
government/city-of-palo-alto/ or at youtube.com/c/cityofpaloalto.

D E L E O N R E A LT Y, I N C .
Michael Repka | CEO & Managing Broker | DRE #01854880
650.900.7000 | Info@deleonrealty.com | www.deleonrealty.com | DRE #01903224
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ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW BOARD ... The board plans to meet
remotely at 8:30 a.m. on Thursday, April 16. The agenda was not
available as of the Weekly’s press deadline. Residents can tune in
to Channel 26 or view the livestream at midpenmedia.org/category/
government/city-of-palo-alto/ or at youtube.com/c/cityofpaloalto.

An open letter from public health leaders around the nation:
Dear Fellow Residents,
As public health leaders of the largest cities and
counties in this country, it is our mission and duty
to assure transparency during this time of great
uncertainty.
Our country has not faced a public health threat like
COVID-19 in over 100 years. With worldwide daily
PUJYLHZLZPUIV[OJVUÄYTLKJHZLZHUKKLH[OZP[PZ
clear to us as public health experts that this pandemic
is gaining momentum and not soon subsiding. If we do
not act quickly and collaboratively, many more lives will
be lost across our country.
It does no one any good to soften the reality of what
we are confronting. We must all prepare ourselves for
loss—of normal routines and services, of economic
security, and, tragically, of many, many lives. The only
question now is how great the losses will be—an
outcome that depends on our shared commitment to
take individual responsibility and civic accountability
for adhering to preventative measures, and, above all
else, to stay home.
To save lives, we urgently need to slow the spread of
the virus now. Many of our cities have put measures in
place to sharply limit the spread of COVID-19. But no
matter the extent of these measures, and even if you
MLLSÄUL^LHNHPUPTWSVYL`V\!Just Stay Home!
We know there are certain people, essential workers,
who must work, and we thank them for their

dedication. Your staying home helps keep them as safe
as possible.
Staying home will protect both you and everyone you
would otherwise come in contact with. If everyone
stays home as much as possible, we will limit the
spread of the virus, we will greatly reduce the number
of people getting sick, and we will save many lives.
It is also critical to follow other recommended and
mandatory measures to ease the burden on our health
care system. If too many people rush to our emergency
rooms for non-emergency care, our system will buckle
under the weight of the demand.
Stay home for yourselves. Stay home for your family
and loved ones. Stay home for your friends. Stay home
for your community. Stay home for the health and
prosperity of your country.
We understand that what we are asking of you is not
easy. We know that for many of you, sounding this
alarm may cause fear and anxiety. But, we must.
While we ask you to stay apart physically, we implore
you to come together emotionally and spiritually.
Together we are the best defense against this
pandemic.
In gratitude,

Oxiris Barbot, MD
New York City

Sara Cody, MD
County of Santa Clara

Gretchen Musicant, MPH, BSN
Minneapolis

Tomas Aragon, MD, DrPH
City and County of San Francisco

Barbara Ferrer, PhD, MA
Los Angeles County

LaQuandra Nesbitt, MD, MPH
Washington, D.C.

Rex Archer, MD, MPH
Kansas City

Marcy Flanagan, DBA, MPH, MA
Maricopa County

Mysheika Roberts, MD, MPH
Columbus

Allison Arwady, MD, MPH
Chicago

Merle Gordon, MPA
Cleveland

Rita Nieves, RN, MPH, LICSW
Boston

Rachael Banks, MPH
Multnomah County

Gibbie Harris, MSPH, BSN, RN
Mecklenburg County

Vinny Taneja, MBBS, MPH
Tarrant County

Virginia Caine, MD
Marion County

Wilma Wooten, MD, MPH
San Diego County

Stephen Williams, MEd, MPA
Houston

Kelly Colopy, MPP
Long Beach

Patty Hayes, RN, MN
Seattle-King County

Kimi Watkins-Tartt
Alameda County

Letitia Dzirasa, MD
Baltimore City

Stephanie Hayden, LMSW
Austin

Dawn Emerick EdD, MPA
San Antonio Metro Health District

Phil Huang, MD, MPH
Dallas County

Denise Fair, MPH, FACHE
Detroit

Fermin Leguen, MD
Southern Nevada Health District

Tom Farley, MD, MPH
Philadelphia

Bob McDonald
Denver
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WE ARE OPEN AND HERE TO HELP
YOU. OUR FACILITY IS CLEAN AND
MAINTAINING STRICT HEALTH PROTOCOLS
FOR OUR TECHNICIANS FOR YOUR SAFETY.

Upfront
EMERGENCY RESPONSE

Accustomed to danger, emergency
responders face new threat — a virus
Firefighters, paramedics and police officers have quickly acquired
and repurposed personal gear to keep themselves safe
by Gennady Sheyner and Angela Swartz

YOU KNOW YOU ARE DEALING
WITH EXPERTS WHEN…
• ASE Certiﬁed Technicians
• Technicians receive over 40 hours
MOUNTAIN
of specialized training every year
VIEW
2018
• Environmentally friendly
• All repairs are guaranteed in writing for 2 Years,
24,000 miles Napa nationwide warranty
THE VOICE

Best of

710 San Antonio Road
Palo Alto, CA • 650-493-8600
www.autorepairmountainviewca.co

F

irefighters from the Menlo
Park Fire Protection District knew that they needed
to adapt to the new normal about
two weeks ago, when the district
received a call from a local hospital letting them know that a
man they had just treated for cardiac arrest had tested positive for
COVID-19.
Paramedics from the district,
which serves Menlo Park, East
Palo Alto and Atherton, had
asked the patient to step outside
and treated him with a nebulizer. Responders were wearing
the typical personal protective
equipment, including N95 masks
and gowns, Fire Chief Harold
Shapelhouman said. But because
their eyes weren’t protected, there
was a chance that they might have
come into contact with droplets
from the man.
While none of the responders contracted the coronavirus,
Schapelhouman treated the incident as a wake-up call.
“We said, ‘That’s it. We’ve got
to change what we’re doing,’”
Schapelhouman said.
The district’s evolution has
been swift. It now has a dedicated
“pandemic rig” that responds
only to COVID-19 incidents. Its

paramedics have the highest level
of personal protective equipment
and they regularly decontaminate
their apparatus, equipment and
clothing, Schapelhouman said.
The district also dipped into the
cache of equipment it has accumulated because of its status
as a National Response Team
— including powered, air-purifying respirators and mask voice
modulators.
Other emergency-response
organizations, including hospitals and health care providers,
have also had to adjust, both to
the enhanced need for personal
protective equipment and to the
dwindling global supplies of such
equipment.
In the past, Schapelhouman
said, firefighters would only wear
gowns, masks, face shields and
glasses on rare occasions, such as
when responding to someone with
spinal meningitis or tuberculosis.
These days, the district gets between one and seven COVID-19
calls daily, requiring greater use
of the protective gear.
“Arguably, for almost every
medical call, we should be heading out like for a worst-case scenario.” Schapelhouman said. “We
tried to up our game — that may

mean we use less of the paper
products and more of what we
use in a typical decontamination
process, which we have the power
to do.”
The shortage of personal protective equipment for emergency
responders has become a major
problem in other parts of the nation, where the recent surge of
patients has overwhelmed health
care systems. In New York City,
which has been ravaged by COVID-19 over the past two weeks,
more than 1,000 police officers
and more than 250 firefighters
had reportedly tested positive as
of last week.
In the Bay Area, the number of
COVID-19 cases has risen more
gradually, and departments have
not exhausted their caches of
equipment. Even so, the issue of
personal protective equipment
is becoming a topic of growing
concern.
“On an ongoing basis, we
are able to meet our day-to-day
needs,” Palo Alto City Manager
Ed Shikada told the City Council
Monday, when asked about protective equipment. “But it is short.
And I think it’s accurate to say we
(continued on page 21)

RACE RELATIONS

County leaders denounce xenophobia as Asian
American groups report more harassment
Organizations have logged more than 650 incidents
in one week targeting Asian Americans in late March
by Gennady Sheyner

R
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Page 12 • April 10, 2020 • Palo Alto Weekly • www.PaloAltoOnline.com

esponding to a reported
increase in violence and
harassment aimed at
Asian American residents during
the coronavirus pandemic, Santa
Clara County on Tuesday passed
a resolution denouncing xenophobia and pledging to work with police agencies to curb hate crimes.
The unanimous vote came at the
urging of board President Cindy
Chavez, who called the resolution
“an opportunity for us to show
solidarity with our Asian American community partners during
COVID-19, when we’ve seen hate
rise against the API (Asian Pacific Islander) community.”
Russell Jeung, chairman and
professor of Asian American
Studies at San Francisco State
University, was among those urging the board to pass the resolution. Jeung launched on March
19 an online reporting center that
monitors anti-Asian coronavirus
discrimination. In the first two

weeks, he wrote to the board, his
group has recorded 21 incidents in
San Jose alone, ranging from verbal harassment to physical assault.
“We’ve found that political
rhetoric can incite hatred and
violence,” wrote Jeung, who was
joined in the effort by the nonprofit Chinese for Affirmative Action
and Asian Pacific Planning and
Policy Council. “This resolution
is needed to curtail the inflammatory language used by politicians
and media and to encourage the
residents of Santa Clara County to
resist hatred and bigotry.”
The resolution alludes to — and
formally distances the county
from — the recent description of
the novel coronavirus by President Donald Trump and members
of his administration as a “Chinese virus.” The term has been
denounced by Asian American
groups for provoking racism and
retaliation against Asian Americans, Chavez wrote in her memo.

Chavez noted that in the first
week after the reporting center
was launched, there were more
than 650 incidents of verbal harassment, shunning and physical assault of Asian American
residents. She called the trend
“disheartening.”
“The behavior reported and the
volume of incoming hate reports is
really unacceptable,” Chavez said
at Tuesday’s meeting.
Supervisor Joe Simitian said the
conversation about xenophobia is
particularly discouraging because
“millions of people around the
Bay Area, around the state and
around the country have stepped
up in such extraordinary ways during a very difficult time and have
really let their best selves step
forward.”
“The contrast between that
kind of behavior and the behavior that we are calling out here is
(continued on page 20)

WE ARE IN THIS TOGETHER
Limit the Spread
of Coronavirus
Shelter in Place: It
Will Save Lives.
Stay Home If You Are Sick.
If You Must Go Out, Follow
Social Distancing Guidance.

Be Well
Stay Connected, Check on
Your Neighbors, Volunteer
Support Local Businesses
Parks and Open Space
Preserves are Open
Community Resources
are Available

www.cityofpaloalto.org/coronavirus

DON’T RUSH
TO FLUSH!

Your toilet and sink are not trash cans.
Flushing these items are a common
cause of sewer backups into homes
and streets, and pollution into creeks
and the San Francisco Bay.
• Wipes of any kind (even if
the label claims that they
are “ﬂushable”)
• Cotton pads or swabs
• Medication
• Diapers
• Kitty litter
• Hair
• Tampons, applicators or
maxi pads

Toilet roll tubes
Cigarettes
Dental ﬂoss
Cleaning chemicals
Paints and pesticides
Fats, oils, or
grease (FOG)
• Contact lenses
• Razors
• or any other stuff!
•
•
•
•
•
•

FOR MORE INFORMATION VISIT
CLEANBAY.ORG OR CALL 650.329.2122

Only toilet
ilet p
paper
aperr a
and
dh
human
uman waste
should be ﬂushed down the toilet.
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Scientists
(continued from page 5)

Magali Gauthier

the war against COVID-19 and
with manufacturers joining the
effort to create personal protective equipment, such as masks
and face shields, for health care
workers.
Thus far in the battle, public
health strategies have led the
charge, deploying the tactic of social distancing. On Tuesday, Santa
Clara County residents received a
glimmer of hope: Staying home
to help “flatten the curve” appears to be working, even though
the number of COVID-19 cases
is still expected to climb between
now and May 1, Dr. Sara Cody,
the county’s health official, told
the county Board of Supervisors
during her April 7 update.
Yet the hopeful news came
with another message: Numerous
conditions have to be met before
officials can relax their socialdistancing orders.
The county will need to get to
a point where widespread testing for COVID-19 is available
and hospitals can safely and effectively treat everyone living in
the county.
“We have to at least be able to
test everyone who has symptoms,”
Cody said. “And we also have to
have enough testing capacity so
that we can test where we think
there is some risk of accelerated
transmission or there is risk in a

Alyssa Weaver, a second year physician assistant student at Stanford School of Medicine, draws blood
from a participant at a COVID-19 antibody testing site in Mountain View on April 4.
particular community. So we’ve
got to have testing capacity.”

Testing as defense

W

hile Cody said she is
optimistic about the latest data on COVID-19
cases, county, state and federal
officials have consistently pointed to testing as a glaring weakness in the collective response

to coronavirus. As of Thursday
morning, only 13,360 people in
Santa Clara County have been
tested for COVID-19, county
data show, with 1,442 testing
positive — a rate of 10.79%. It
takes an average of 2.27 days to
get a test result, a problem that Dr.
Karen Smith of Santa Clara Public Health Department attributed
Tuesday to delays at just about
every step of the testing process.

Testing, she said, is limited by
a shortage of swabs that are used
to take samples and by the worldwide shortage of reagent, a key
chemical for sample analysis.
That said, where the government
has lagged, Stanford has been able
to rev up its testing capacity. One
of the nation’s first coronavirus
tests came from Benjamin Pinsky, associate professor of pathology and of infectious diseases at

Stanford School of Medicine who
has been developing a COVID-19
test since late January and whose
team was validating and confirming results throughout February,
according to Stanford.
In early March, Stanford’s
Clinical Virology Laboratory, of
which Pinsky is medical director,
was capable of conducting 1,000
daily tests, with a turnaround
time for results between 36 and 48
hours, according to the university.
Now, the lab can now perform
2,000 tests daily, Pinsky told this
news organization in an email,
and the turnaround time has been
cut down to 24 hours.
Pinsky said the team has been
able to optimize its workflow and
boost production over the past
month by validating multiple additional extraction instruments
and thermal cyclers — machines
that amplify DNA segments using a copying process called polymerase chain reaction.
UCSF also has boosted its testing capacity by opening a new lab
that can process more than 2,000
samples per day and return results in 24 hours. In early March,
when UCSF began testing for COVID-19, it had a capacity to test
only 60 to 100 tests daily, according to the university.
On Tuesday, UCSF Health
President and CEO Mark R. Laret
and UCSF Chancellor Sam Hawgood co-wrote in a letter that it
will allow public health officials
from the nine Bay Area counties,

Foothill College is the
#1 online community
college in California.*
Classes start April 13. Register now.

*2019, SR Education Group

The Smarter Choice
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Upfront

Going on the offensive

J

In Fremont, COVID-19 tests developed by Menlo Park biotech firm Avellino Labs are being offered
to the public without a doctor’s referral at the Fremont Fire Tactical Training Center, 7200 Stevenson
Blvd., daily 10 a.m.-5 p.m. or until the maximum number of tests are completed for the day.
Two of Stanford’s trials involve
remdesivir, a drug produced by the
Foster City-based company Gilead
Sciences, Inc. Scientists from various institutions across the globe,
including a team at Stanford
Hospital, are examining whether
remdesivir can prevent the coronavirus from
replicating.
“The RNA
virus gets into
the cells and
uses them as
little hotels (to
replicate),” said
Kari Nadeau,
co-investigator
and professor Kari Nadeau
of pediatric food allergy, immunology and asthma at the School
of Medicine.
With the virus proliferating,
some COVID-19 patients’ immune systems overreact, causing severe symptoms that lead
to death. Researchers hope that
limiting the virus’ replication will
prevent the immune system from
becoming overly active.
Gilead announced on April 4
that it has produced 1.5 million
doses of remdesivir, enough to
treat 140,000 patients. It plans to
supply the drug at no charge.
Nadeau’s trial began enrolling
patients on March 30. Stanford is
collaborating with 65 other sites
worldwide; the aim is to study the
drug’s effects on 600 patients.
For the trial, Stanford patients
will receive an intravenous dose of
the medication daily for 10 days.
The researchers will see how the
patients do over a 15-day period.
Nadeau said they expect to see
a difference between the control
group and those who receive the
drug. They hope the drug will result in fewer people needing ventilators and fewer deaths.
Neera Ahuja, the study’s principal investigator and division chief
of hospital medicine at Stanford
University School of Medicine,
said if the evidence is convincing
of the drug’s effectiveness, and the
side effects and adverse reactions

pass federal scrutiny, the FDA approval could come within a month.
“That’s unheard of in the nonpandemic world,” she said.
Stanford is one many institutions now looking at remdesivir.
Among the National Institutes of
Health (NIH) trials of the drug
is one involving patients who are
on ventilators; another is studying
patients with moderate COVID-19
symptoms. A third will compare
the results for moderately ill patients who will be given the drug
and for people who only receive
standard care.
The studies involve dozens of
hospitals throughout California,
including the VA Palo Alto Health
Care System, Stanford Health
Care, Kaiser Permanente and the
Regional Medical Center in San
Jose. Gilead also is involved in
studies using remdesivir in China
and France.
Stanford is also looking at
other drugs, including those that
have in the past proved effective

in treating other infections. Maldonado said at the April 2 town
hall that in addition to its work
on remdesivir, Stanford is preparing to move ahead with trials for
Lambda, an immunomodulator,
and the viral inhibitors Camostat
and favipiravir.
“They have
been studied
in other infections, so we
think we can
obtain rapid
FDA INDs so
that we can
start
doing
primarily outpatient trials Neera Ahuja
for these drugs,” Maldonado said,
referring to “investigational new
drug” authorization.
“So if they work in reducing
symptoms and perhaps prevent
spread by reducing viral shedding
from an infected person, then
these could be scaled up in the not
too distant future. We’re hoping

those will enroll (patients) pretty
quickly.”
Prassana Jagganathan, a Stanford infectious disease specialist
who is heading the trial on Lambda, said the drug may be able to
strengthen the human immune
system to better fight COVID-19.
Lambda, he said, appears to target
cells that are located on the epithelium (outer tissue layer) of respiratory tracts, including areas such as
lungs and pharynx. As such it can
be particularly suitable for treating
patients with COVID-19, which
can trigger respiratory failure.
“It’s a molecule that we think
can actually stimulate and aid antiviral defenses against a multitude
of different viruses,” Jagganathan
said.
While Lambda had not been
used to treat respiratory illnesses,
another interferon called Alfa
had proven effective, he said. The
problem with using Alfa to treat
COVID-19, Jagganathan said, is
that the receptors for Alfa are far
more distributed throughout the
human body, including in immune
cells. Thus, side effects of Alfa include fever or the flu, symptoms
that resemble those of COVID-19.
The primary outcome of the
randomized clinical trial, which
will include 120 participants, is to
see how long people are shedding
the virus, Jagganathan said.
“We are hypothesizing that the
folks who get Lambda will have a
shorter duration of virus that we
can detect,” Jagganathan said.
In addition to drugs, Stanford is
experimenting with another promising remedy: the antibodies from
patients who have already contracted — and recovered from —
COVID-19. The new experimental
therapy program, which Stanford
Blood Center announced on April
7, takes blood from the recovered
patients, removes the plasma containing the antibodies, and returns
the remaining blood components
such as red blood cells back to the
donor. The antibodies are then
(continued on page 16)

Photo courtesy of Gilead

ust as testing has accelerated,
so have medical trials of potentially life-saving drugs. At
an April 2 virtual town hall put
on by medical leaders at Stanford,
Dr. Yvonne Maldonado and Dean
of Stanford Medicine Dr. Lloyd
Minor, both said that the university’s early development of the PCR
test has increased the university’s
capacity to stage trials.
“Because we are one of the first
to launch our own PCR test — and
we hope we’ll have serologic testing available in the near future as
well — it gives us the capacity to
monitor patients for not only immediate medical care but clinical
trials,” Maldonado said.

Lloyd Lee

including San Mateo and Santa
Clara, to submit their samples to
UCSF for free analysis.
While virology labs at Stanford and UCSF are using the
polymerase chain reaction (PCR)
technique to zoom in on the virus’
DNA segments, a research team
headed by Eran Bendavid, associate professor of medicine at Stanford, is looking at blood samples
for evidence. On April 3 and 4, the
team took 2,500 blood samples
from volunteers at drive-thru sites
in Mountain View, Los Gatos and
San Jose. The team used targeted
Facebook surveys in an attempt
to get a population-representative sample of the county for its
experiment.
The goal of the study is to examine the antibodies in the blood
sample, a technique known as
serology, to gauge the percentage of county residents who are
— or have been — infected with
COVID-19. A similar study was
concurrently conducted in the Los
Angeles area by researchers from
University of Southern California.
“We need to understand how
widespread the disease actually
is,” Jay Bhattacharya, a professor of medicine at Stanford University who is involved with the
project, said on Saturday morning, as the second day trial was
kicking off. “To do that, we need
to understand how many people
are infected. The current test
people use to check whether they
have the condition — the PCR
test — it just checks whether you
currently have the virus in you. It
doesn’t check whether you had it
and recovered. An antibody test
does both.”
Stanford Health is also using
blood samples to test its employees
for COVID-19. On April 6, the serologic test that was developed by
Stanford Medicine was launched at
the university’s medical facilities.
While the university is currently
only testing health care workers,
Stanford Health spokesperson Lisa
Kim said Stanford hopes to deploy
these tests more broadly within the
next two months.
“The test will enable us to determine which health care workers might be at low risk for working with COVID-19 patients, as
well as understanding disease
prevalence in our communities,”
Kim said.

Lab workers unload filled vials of remdesivir, a drug produced by Gilead Sciences Inc. that scientists
from various institutions across the globe are using in test trials as they look at ways to stop the spread
of coronavirus.
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Veronica Weber

given to critically ill COVID-19
patients through a transfusion, the
center stated.
The blood center is working with Stanford Medicine in
hopes that the antibodies, which
are immune proteins that attack
pathogens such as viruses, might
help lessen the severity of the
COVID-19.
Though the use of antibodies
to treat COVID-19 patients is
in the investigational phase, the
technique, also known as passive
antibody therapy, dates back as far
as the 1890s. And prior outbreaks
with other coronaviruses, including the one that caused SARS,
showed that neutralizing antibodies were helpful in reducing the
effects of the disease.
Likewise the technique was
used in the 2009 – 2010 H1N1 influenza virus pandemic to reduce
patients’ respiratory viral load, inflammatory reactions and death,

Stanford Hospital is conducting two trials involving remdesivir, a
drug produced by the Foster City-based company Gilead Sciences
Inc., to determine whether the drug can prevent the coronavirus
from replicating.
researchers Arturo Casadevall begin collecting the plasma this
and Liise-anne Pirofski wrote in week and plans to increase colan article published in The Journal lections in the following weeks as
of Clinical Investigation on March it identifies more donors. The do13. It also was used in the 2013 nors must be fully recovered and
symptom-free for at least 14 days.
West African Ebola epidemic.
Stanford Blood Center will If they are only symptom-free for

14 to 28 days, they will be asked
to retake a COVID-19 test at no
cost. The repeat test must be negative to be eligible to donate.
The process takes about one to
two hours using standard bloodand plasma-removal methods.
The collections take place at the
center’s Palo Alto headquarters at
3373 Hillview Ave. in Palo Alto,
where special care will be taken
by a small team in a dedicated
room, according to Dr. Suchi
Pandey, the blood center’s chief
medical officer. (Interested donors can visit stanfordbloodcenter.
org/covid19plasma and fill out an
intake form.)
Getting enough of the antibodies to treat many patients could
take time. Pandey said in an
email that there’s also no known
way to cultivate or increase the
amount of plasma in a laboratory,
so blood centers and hospitals rely
on donors.
“The volume of plasma collected from a donor is based on
specific donor parameters such as
weight. Depending on the volume

of plasma collected, the unit may
be divided into separate plasma
components, which can be used to
treat up to three patients,” she said.
The U.S. Food and Drug Administration recently approved
use of the antibody treatment by
hospitals, initially only for critically ill patients.
It will later be used in clinical
trials on patients in different stages of the disease, according to the
blood center. Q
Staff Writers Gennady
Sheyner and Sue Dremann
can be emailed at gsheyner@
paweekly.com and sdremann@
paweekly.com.
About the cover: Remdesivir, a
drug produced by the Foster Citybased company Gilead Sciences,
Inc., in being studied to determine
whether the drug can prevent
the coronavirus from replicating.
Background photo courtesy of
Gilead Sciences, Inc. Beaker/glove
photos by Getty Images. Illustration
by Douglas Young.

RECOGNIZING LOCAL HEROES
LOCAL HERO

LOCAL HERO

Bruce Gee

Blas Lozano

Bruce cannot say no. He is very involved in the Palo
Alto community. He is on the board of the Palo Alto
Community Fund and the Palo Alto Rotary Club.
When asked he always says yes — ”I CAN DO IT.” He
gets it done in record time always with a big smile.

Blas, our wonderful mailman, has been delivering our
mail since the ’80s. He calls us by name, sometimes
sings to us, and always has a cheerful hello. He
watches out for us, making sure we are safe. And,
he plays the sax with his band at our summer block
parties (Blas is shown above on the right).

Submitted by: Roger Smith

Submitted by: Kipling 3300 ESVs and Cool Block Team

Have a local hero you want to recognize? Spread the joy and support our journalism efforts by
giving him/her a shout-out in the Palo Alto Weekly. Submit entries at PaloAltoOnline.com/local_hero/
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Grocery
(continued from page 5)

Magali Gauthier

Piazza’s Fine Foods in Palo Alto has limited the number of
customers allowed to shop inside at one time to 30.
from their household, though The
Market at Edgewood is enforcing
it while Sigona’s is only encouraging it, following pushback from
some customers. Stores are discouraging cash payments, though
Sigona’s has come up with its own
system to accommodate it, using
a basket that’s wiped down after
every exchange of money.
Local markets also have shortened their hours of operations. Piazza’s now closes an hour earlier
than usual, time the staff spends
sanitizing the entire store, from
PIN pads and cash registers to
door handles and bathroom faucets. Piazza’s now has a person in
each store whose sole responsibility is cleaning throughout the day.
Country Sun Natural Foods on
Palo Alto’s California Avenue is
temporarily closed on Saturdays
to “give our staff a break.” (The
small market is also hiring. “During this extraordinary time, we’re
especially in need of employees,”
Country Sun posted to Twitter
recently.)
Early morning shopping hours
for seniors have been adopted at
stores, including Sigona’s, Draeger’s, Country Sun and Robert’s
Market in Portola Valley and
Woodside. Other markets that
haven’t carved out special hours
are giving seniors priority in the
checkout line, such as at Piazza’s.
Local market owners are seeing
firsthand the ripple effects of the
coronavirus on the supply chain.
Products like toilet paper and sanitizing wipes have been the hardest to restock — even getting hand
sanitizer or disinfecting wipes for
the store’s use to comply with the
counties’ public health guidance
has proved challenging, they said.
Eggs, chicken, canned goods,
pasta and rice have disappeared
quickly from shelves. Flour and
yeast have been in unusually high
demand as many homebound
people turn to baking. (The Market at Edgewood has promoted its
full yeast stock on social media,
with a touch of humor: “Come all
ye yeast lovers,” Mutlu posted to
Facebook in late March.)
Draeger’s has responded by limiting customers’ purchases to only
two of certain items, such as eggs,
milk, cheese, chicken, toilet paper,
paper towels, disinfectants, rice,
pasta, cheese and frozen entrees,

Page 18 • April 10, 2020 • Palo Alto Weekly • www.PaloAltoOnline.com

according to the market’s website.
Fresh produce from California,
however, is in “full swing,” Sigona
said. Sigona’s also is getting ample
specialty products, like cheese,
from producers who would normally sell to restaurants, many of
which are temporarily closed or
running skeleton operations.
The initial wave of anxious
customers overbuying at grocery
stores has subsided, Mutlu said,
but the effects are still lingering
on the system.
“It’s like a domino effect. As
soon as consumers hoard, markets start to hoard. Distributors
are caught in a conundrum: How
do we distribute very limited
products quickly to people who
are overbuying? They encourage
markets like us to do responsible
buying in the same way we’re trying to get customers to do responsible buying,” she said.
Dina Abarca, who manages
the deli at Bianchini’s, said she
sees customers coming into the
store several times throughout the
week, and some even more than
once in a single day.
“I personally would love for customers to take this seriously and
stay home if it’s not something
essential they need,” she said.
“It’s just another way of exposing
themselves and us to something
that we don’t know we have until
it’s too late.”
People should shop less frequently, she said, “for us, who are
there for them.”

she’s been working overtime
since the first stay-at-home order
took effect, some days as long as
14 hours. She worries about getting sick herself but more so for
her coworkers who have children
or elderly parents or are at-risk
themselves. National and local
reports of grocery store workers
who have died from COVID-19
underscore their concerns.
Draeger’s has provided some
masks but not enough for all
staff members, Atwater said.
One checker who is older than 65
years old and has health issues
was initially told not to come
in, but he has continued to work
because of the uncertainty of securing unemployment in a timely
fashion, she said.
As Atwater has watched sales
at Draeger’s shoot up by as much
as 50% and the store raise its
prices, she said she hopes to see
that “trickle down to those of us
who are here doing the work.”
On a recent afternoon at Ava’s
Downtown Market, Jonathan Angeles, a 19-year-old cashier, wore
one of the masks that were donated to the Castro Street store by a
San Jose State University professor. Angeles said Ava’s is giving
employees a hazard bonus but he
didn’t know the amount.
At Piazza’s, before the stores
were capping the number of customers who could come inside,
one employee likened the noise
levels to having a fan constantly
whirring in their ears.
“We have a lot more sales than
we did before, but if we could go
back to where it was before, not
putting my employees in harm’s
way, I would go back,” owner
Rick Piazza said. “It’s been tough
on them.”

Now offering
delivery, pickup
The coronavirus has forced
independent grocery stores to
abruptly adapt their business models, including by offering curbside
pickup and home delivery — both
labor-intensive changes for small,
local businesses.
But demand for delivery is high
right now as more people can’t or
choose not to leave their homes.
Orders placed through grocery
delivery app Instacart usually
hover at around 3% of overall
sales for Sigona’s in Redwood

Supporting grocery
store workers —
but is it enough?
Grocery stores, both national
chains and locally operated markets, are temporarily providing
additional compensation to employees as they risk their own
health to work long hours and
keep up with demand.
Safeway and Target employees,
for example, have received temporary $2 per hour raises, while
Trader Joe’s has promised bonuses for its staff, according to media
reports.
Locally, two markets — Sigona’s and Bianchini’s — gave
all employees a $2 per hour raise.
Sigona’s also expedited raises
for employees who were on the

Sammy Dallal

businesses. Bay Area counties are
now requiring that grocery stores
limit the number of people allowed inside at one time, assign
an employee to regularly disinfect
carts and baskets and conduct the
daily symptom checks with staff,
among other precautions.
On the Midpeninsula, grocery
stores’ responses to COVID-19
have intensified over the last
few weeks as the number of local cases spiked and public health
officials doubled down on urging
social distancing. The Market at
Edgewood, for example, initially
encouraged people to continue to
bring their own reusable shopping
bags due to a shortage in paper
goods; now, under the new Bay
Area restrictions, people are not
allowed in with outside bags.
After the Bay Area public health
leaders started asking residents to
cover their faces with a cloth when
going out for essential activities,
the store started requiring employees to wear face masks and
encouraging customers to do so.
This week, Bianchini’s Market in Portola Valley also started
asking staff to wear masks, either
ones supplied by the market or
their own. Every cashier at Mountain View’s 99 Ranch Market, an
Asian supermarket chain, working this week behind plexiglass
at the registers, also wore plastic
face shields, masks and blue nitrile gloves. (In Los Angeles, a
new order is mandating both employees and customers at essential
businesses wear face coverings.)
Many local markets installed
plexiglass dividers at check stands
as a barrier between staff and
customers, including at Piazza’s
Fine Foods in Palo Alto and San
Mateo, Sigona’s Farmers Market
in Palo Alto and Redwood City,
and Draeger’s Market in Menlo
Park, Los Altos and San Mateo.
The Market at Edgewood hasn’t
but instead purchased individual
face shields for staff.
The aisles at Draeger’s and The
Market at Edgewood are now oneway only, with arrows in blue tape
on the floors, like makeshift traffic signals, directing customers.
Small, independent markets are
presenting themselves as a calmer
option to the national chain stores,
which have become synonymous with long lines outside and
picked-over shelves. At Sigona’s,
the volume of customers is down
by about 20 to 30%, but the average sale has more than doubled,
Sigona’s owner Carmelo Sigona
said.
Grocery stores across the Bay
Area are now required to limit
the number of people inside at
one time and have staff at their
entrances to count customers
as they come in. The Market at
Edgewood’s cap is currently 30,
for example, and Sigona’s Stanford Shopping Center, a small
store with narrow aisles, is limited to 20. Both stores are now
asking customers to shop alone,
rather than with another person

cusp of receiving them before the
stay-at-home order took effect.
Bianchini’s also gave workers an
additional $100 gift card to shop
at the store.
Piazza’s, meanwhile, gave its
employees a 30% discount at its
stores. The Market at Edgewood
gave all employees, both part- and
full-time, a one-time bonus. Mutlu
declined to disclose the amount.
Draeger’s gave its employees a
$500 bonus, according to an employee. The Draeger’s family declined an interview for this story
and would not disclose “financials
or compensation.” An Instagram
post states the market is encouraging employees to use paid sick
leave and family leave provided
through their union.
“No amount of money can buy
the sense of security with what’s
going on, but it’s a step in the
right direction, at least acknowledging we are doing work that
is considered hazardous now,”
said Abarca, a single mother who
supports her three children and
nephew. “Grocery personnel was
never considered an essential, but
all of a sudden we’re the ones everyone’s counting on.”
The day the initial stay-at-home
order was announced was “madness” at Bianchini’s, Abarca said:
“It was like the whole town was
in the store.”
She was scheduled to work
from 5 a.m. to 2 p.m. but didn’t
leave until 5 p.m.
The deli quickly shifted to
packaging to-go hot meals and
salads, but sales in that department have dropped dramatically,
while the grocery is struggling to
keep items stocked.
Abarca said she feels confident
in the precautions Bianchini’s is
taking at the store but is still worried about potentially exposing
her children and nephew. When
she walks into her home in Belle
Haven at the end of the day, her
4-year-old son, who has asthma,
wants a hug — but she refrains
from doing so until she can
shower, put on fresh clothes and
put what she wore to work in the
washing machine.
“What’s the point of me taking
care of the kids if I’m going to
bring something home to them?”
she said.
Kimberly Atwater, a manager
at Draeger’s in Menlo Park, said

Mary Carusi shops at Bianchini’s Market in Portola Valley. The
market asked staff to start wearing masks at work this week as part
of its new regulations put in place while the market stays open to the
public during the coronavirus crisis.

Upfront

Grocery
(continued from page 18)

Veronica Weber

City. Now, they’re accounting for
more than 20%. Instacart said in
late March that it planned to hire
300,000 additional shoppers over
the next three months to meet increased demand and wait times
due to the coronavirus.
It was a “controversial” move
within the Mutlu family to start
offering delivery from The Market at Edgewood two weeks ago.
Some members felt like it would
only add to their list of mounting
responsibilities during the pandemic, Mutlu said, but they ultimately decided to do it, both to
respond to customer requests and
as a means to minimize the number of people coming to the store.
(The store has a $50 minimum for
orders, a 15% personal shopping
fee and a flat $15 fee for deliveries
within a 5-mile radius. Orders can
be placed at marketatedgewood.
com/delivery.)
Sigona’s also recently started
delivering fruit and produce boxes
to customers in San Mateo, Foster
City, Belmont, San Carlos, Redwood City, Palo Alto, Los Altos,
and Mountain View. (People can
place orders at sigonashome.com.)
The company had for a decade
delivered fresh fruit and snacks
to local offices, such as tech
companies and law firms, which
normally accounts for about half
of Sigona’s overall business and

employs 65 people, including
about 20 drivers.
Orders for office deliveries have
evaporated during the shutdown,
Sigona said. But shifting to home
delivery is allowing the company
to keep most, though not all, of the
distribution staff employed. Some
of them also have been moved to
provide support at the busy Palo
Alto and Redwood City markets.
Sigona’s is also piloting a curbside pickup program, which the
owner was reluctant to implement
at first. It means setting aside
staff time to take orders via email
or phone, answer any questions
that come up, shop and bring the
goods out to customers.
“We don’t have software set up
like Instacart would,” Sigona said.
Both owners and workers said
the silver lining of the coronavirus
is an increased appreciation for
the essential service that grocery
stores provide. Customers are
largely respectful and thankful,
they said. One Bianchini’s regular
recently gave $5 gift cards to the
nearby Konditorei coffee shop to
every employee.
“I’m proud of the work we’re
doing,” Abarca said. “The general
public is taking consideration of
the hard work that grocery workers do. Sometimes it’s not seen or
taken for granted.” Q
Staff Writer Elena Kadvany
can be emailed at ekadvany@
p aweekly. com .
Ed i tor i a l
Assistant Lloyd Lee contributed
to this report.

Al Mollica, executive director of Pets In Need, said the nonprofit is trying to keep animals out of its shelters
and place them in foster homes, where they can be properly socialized. “If we had to figure out how to
socialize, feed and care for all of these animals in shelters, I mean, that would be a nightmare,” he said.

Pets
(continued from page 9)

moved the organization’s silent auction online at the end of
March, and the four-day auction
raised more than $160,000, according to a spokesperson.
Mollica said the organization is
facing a difficult time ahead.
“Eighty-five percent of our

money comes from fundraising
and programs and adoptions,” he
said. “Our expenses have continued, but we have no program revenue and we haven’t been able to
do any serious fundraising.”
The nonprofit receives the remaining 15% of its $4.3 million
operating budget from the city
of Palo Alto, which provides the
organization $650,000 to manage
its municipal shelter.

“This is a tough situation, but
it’s been good that we are staying
active in serving the community
and that so many foster families
went above and beyond to help,”
Mollica said. Q
More information about adoptions or how to help is posted at
PetsInNeed.org or hssv.org.
Associate Editor Linda Taaffe
can be reached at ltaaffe@
paweekly.com.

Avenidas Still Supporting Seniors
Although Avenidas has temporarily closed its three facilities to help contain
and mitigate the COVID-19 virus, seniors and their families can still turn
to Avenidas for information, resources, support, or just a friendly voice!
• Call the Avenidas ….
Friendship Line: (650) 289-5400
• Email us at …
info@avenidas.org
• Visit our website ...
www.avenidas.org
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Upfront
have widespread testing available
so that anyone who shows symptoms can be tested and, if necessary, isolated.
Cody said that before the county transitions to the next phase, it
needs to see a “sustained reduction of cases” over 14 days, the
incubation period of COVID-19.
Gov. Gavin Newsom on Tuesday also reported a slowdown
in cases at the state level, where
the number of hospitalizations
and patients in the intensive care
unit diagnosed with COVID-19
increased by only a single-digit
percentage for the first time since
the crisis began.
The public health report was but
one development in the ongoing
coronavirus pandemic. Here are
more updates from the past week.

Magali Gauthier

Maria Filsinger Interrante, an MD-PhD student at Stanford School of Medicine, draws blood from
Nitzan Drori Revitzer, 12, at a COVID-19 antibody testing site in Mountain View.

Inspirations

a guide to the spiritual community
To include your
Church in

Inspirations
please email
sales@
embarcadero
publishing.com

Food reporting you won't
ﬁnd anywhere else.

Coronavirus
(continued from page 5)

The county’s hospitals also are
well below capacity, with 276
coronavirus patients, including
165 in acute care beds and 91 in
intensive care beds, according to
county data. About 46% of the
acute care beds and 30% of ICU
beds remain available.
Even with the slowdown, there’s
been no indication that the stayat-home measures will be lifted
on May 3, when the current order
is set to expire. Before the county
relaxes the social distancing rules,
it would need to make sure that its
hospitals are able to “safely treat
everyone living in the county with
the care that they need, when they
need it,” Cody said.
The county also would need to

Xenophobia
(continued from page 12)

particularly stark and striking,”
Simitian said. “You’d like to think
that we wouldn’t even need to say
this, but the reports indicate pretty
clearly that we do.”
Eddie Chan, president and CEO
of North East Medical Services, a
nonprofit that operates 12 health
clinics throughout the Bay Area,
reported to the board that the use
of the terms “Chinese virus” or
“Wuhan virus” “caused some patients and staff to feel attacked or
disempowered, and many patients
have shared experiences with staff

Sign up for the only
food newsletter
on the Peninsula at
paloaltoonline.com/
BY E L E N A K A DVA N Y
express

NEW COVID-19 CASES,
DEATHS: Santa Clara County has
reported 1,442 confirmed cases of
coronavirus as of Thursday, with a
death toll of 47. There were 57 cases in Palo Alto and 30 in Mountain
View, according to the county. San
Mateo County had confirmed 633
cases as of Wednesday, of which
21 have been fatal.
MORE TESTING NEEDED:
Santa Clara County public health
officials on Sunday said that there
has been little progress rolling out
large-scale testing for COVID-19
to see just how far the virus has
spread. The hope was that, by
working with the commercial
sector, there would be widespread
testing available at this point, Santa Clara County Public Health Officer Sara Cody said.
“To be perfectly blunt, that is
not the case,” she said. “To date,
less than 10,000 patients in our
county have been tested.”
Santa Clara County’s population exceeds 1.9 million.
Cody said there are reasons
limiting the ability of commercial labs from scaling up — some
known to her, and some unknown
where they feel targeted, disenfranchised, and anxious.
“For instance, one patient experienced a man yelling at him
to ‘Go back to China and take the
virus back with you,’ and ‘It’s all
your fault.’ We have seen firsthand
how elderly, immigrant community members are targeted for this
type of violence,” Chan wrote.
Numerous civic organizations,
including Asian Americans for
Community Involvement (AACI)
and the San Jose chapter of the
Japanese American Citizens
League, applauded the resolution.
Marsha Fong, board chairwoman
of AACI, wrote in a letter that her
organization is “appalled by the

Give blood for life!
b l o o d c e n t e r. s t a n f o r d . e d u
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— but the result is that the county
must prioritize testing for those
who are symptomatic.
“At this point we do not have
the testing capacity that we need,”
she said. “Unfortunately much of
it is not in our control.”
COUNTY WANTS YOUR
GEAR: Santa Clara County issued an order on Wednesday
requiring all residents, organizations and businesses with a
stockpile of personal protective
equipment — such as gloves, N95
masks, sanitary wipes, safety goggles, disposable gowns and other
critical items to treat COVID-19
patients, like ventilators — to report their inventory to the county
via online at sccphd.org/cv19ppe.
Mike Wasserman, vice president
of the Santa Clara County Board
of Supervisors, said that the county expects to have a shortage of
equipment if no additional supplies are obtained. For those who
want to donate protective equipment, visit vmcfoundation.org.
TEMP HOSPITAL GETS
FIRST PATIENTS: A state
Field Respite Center in Santa
Clara opened its doors to two
people with less-acute cases of
the coronavirus, the county announced on Sunday, April 5. Located at the Santa Clara Convention Center, the facility has beds,
supplies and medication delivered
by the National Guard and can accommodate up to 250 people. It
was established with help from
the state and federal governments
to alleviate the volume of patients
at hospitals in the area. Q

READ MORE ONLINE

PaloAltoOnline.com

For comprehensive coverage of the
Midpeninsula’s response to the new
coronavirus, including how the virus
is affecting public health, residents,
schools, cities, businesses,
nonprofits, arts groups, etc., please
go to tinyurl.com/MidpenCorona.

anti-Asian rhetoric and scapegoating of immigrant groups as a result of this crisis.
“Hate crimes and attacks against
the very communities AACI fights
to serve and protect are attacks
against us all and must be publicly
denounced,” Fong wrote.
Dolores Alvarado, CEO of
Community Health Partnership,
also submitted a letter endorsing
the county’s resolution.
“Verbal and physical violence
against Asians has created an
environment of danger and fear
among a community that represents nearly 38% of this county’s
population,” Alvarado wrote to
the board. “Additionally, a large
percentage of our county’s health
care providers and frontline responders to the COVID pandemic are Asian, and creating
an unsafe atmosphere among our
health care heroes, of all ethnicities, is simply dangerous and unacceptable.” Q
Staff Writer Gennady Sheyner
can be emailed at gsheyner@
paweekly.com.

Upfront

Protection
(continued from page 12)

Courtesy of Palo Alto Fire Department

had to be pretty strategic in terms
of how that equipment is distributed, as well as to seek additional
sources for equipment.”
The Palo Alto Fire Department remains well-stocked with
most types of the basic protective
equipment, including masks and
gloves, according to Fire Chief
Geoffrey Blackshire.
“As long as we can provide (responders) with appropriate protective gear, which we’re doing
now, and funding solutions and
contingencies when stock is low,
that keeps them confident and
keeps them prepared,” Blackshire
told the council Monday night.
One area where the department
has seen a shortage has been
in gowns. But the department,
Blackshire said, is finding additional ways to protect responders:
namely, coveralls. And if the city
runs out of both gowns and coveralls, staff has identified a specific
type of raincoat that can be disinfected and reused.
The department also has received some help from the community in the form of donations.
This includes a donation of 100
masks from Palo Alto’s Chinese
American community last month.
More recently, the department received 2,000 surgical masks from
Palo Alto’s sister city, Yangpu
District, China, and 3,000 gloves

Palo Alto Fire Department staff demonstrate the protective gear –
gowns and coveralls – that they now use during medical calls.
from the Palo Alto Unified School
District. While the masks weren’t
N95 masks and the donated gloves
that it also received weren’t medical gloves, the department was
able to use both and conserve its
use of the higher-level protective
gear.
“We were able to get creative.
We were able to use those masks
on patients to protect the responders. And we were able to use those
gloves to clean and decontaminate
the fire stations and apparatus instead of using medical gloves,”
Blackshire said.
(The department is now accepting donations of gowns, safety
goggles, disposable coveralls,
aseptic wipes, heavy-duty paper

towels, hand sanitizer and disinfectant spray, according to the
city’s donation page.)

Police switch gears
Police departments also have
had to adapt their operations, in
many cases by reducing face-toface interactions and switching to
phone and video calls for routine
matters. The Menlo Park Police
Department has urged residents
to only call 9-1-1 for “life-threatening emergencies (life or death)
only” and informed them that for
non-emergency incidents, callers may be asked to use an online form or file a report over the
phone.

Officers in Menlo Park and
elsewhere also are using personal
protective equipment when responding to calls.
Atherton Police Chief Steven
McCulley said that, just like in
Menlo Park, if police receive a
call about something minor — a
stolen bike, for example — they
will take the report over the phone
or use a video call instead.
McCulley said he has instituted
new measures to protect his officers during the outbreak. At the
police station, officers and the
department’s eight support staff
members wear surgical masks as
a precaution and officers clean
their boots at a washing station so
they don’t bring the virus inside.
And once the department acquires
a forehead thermometer, staff
will soon have their temperatures
taken when they enter or exit the
station, McCulley said.
Before the outbreak, the police
department had supplies on hand
for officers entering contaminated
sites. McCulley and his 20 police
officers have access to Tyvek
protective suits and a limited supply of N95 masks if they need to
enter an area that will potentially
expose them to COVID-19. Officers also have chemical-agent
masks with special filters and
eye protection. The department
has enough personal protective
equipment for the next month or
two and that can easily be resupplied, he said.
Additionally, supplies are

coming in from Atherton residents, who have been donating
hand sanitizer, disinfectant wipes,
surgical masks and catered meals,
he said.
Officers wear a surgical mask
anytime they interact with the
public. If it’s necessary for police
to respond to a call in person, police dispatchers are trained to ask
callers about their symptoms, McCulley said. The dispatcher briefs
the callers about precautions police will take when they arrive on
the scene.
San Mateo County now has
two hotels where officers can go
to rest and another hotel set up for
officers who are showing symptoms of the virus and don’t want
to go home to their families, McCulley said. Personally, McCulley leaves his boots at the front
door of his home and washes his
hands right away to protect his
wife from any possible exposure
to the virus.
Although the outbreak puts an
added layer of stress on officers,
“This is this is the time we (police
officers) all choose to rise to the
occasion,” he said.
“Our residents are looking to us
for leadership and confidence, and
we know now this is the time we
have to come to work,” he said. Q
Staff Writer Gennady Sheyner
can be emailed at gsheyner@
p aweekly. com .
Alm an a c
Staff Writer Angela Swartz
can be emailed at aswartz@
almanacnews.com.

WE ARE IN THIS TOGETHER

SUPPORT LOCAL BUSINESS
Shelter in Place and
Support Local Businesses.
Local restaurants,
pharmacies and grocery
ƐƚŽƌĞƐĂƌĞƐƟůůŽƉĞŶĂŶĚ
here for you.

For a list of open restaurants, please go to:
www.cityofpaloalto.org/coronavirus
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Just Listed
4147 Amaranta Avenue, Palo Alto
4 Bed 2 Bath +/-1,880 SF +/-5,959 SF Lot
Enjoy the consummate indoor/outdoor lifestyle
that makes Eichler homes so enduringly
popular, combined with stylish updates that
are chic and sophisticated. Joseph Eichler’s
revolutionary mid-century-modern style has an
dlObBbMdzWbUddol_BbsVBsKO_OJoBsOpB
clean-lined structure and seamlessly connects
with the outdoors.

Original Joseph Eichler home updated with Chic Designer Style

Topping it all off is a sparkling pool and spa
plus low maintenance yard – an excellent
choice for the Silicon Valley lifestyle.

Please Contact Us to schedule a Virtual Showing

David Chung & Sunny Kim
650.302.6027 | 650.823.5546
davidandsunny@compass.com
davidandsunny.com
DRE 70010023

Acclaimed Palo Alto schools: Briones
Elementary, Fletcher Middle, Gunn High
(buyer to verify enrollment)
Offered at $2,699,000 | 4147Amaranta.com

Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Numbers 01079009 and 01272467. All material presented herein is intended for informational purposes only and is compiled
TodapdtoKOpMOOaOMoO_WBJ_OJtsVBpbdsJOObyOoWOMà VBbUOpWbloWKOÛKdbMWsWdbÛpB_Odowithdrawal may be made without notice. No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footage are approximate.

DO YOU WANT TO

LO CA L H ERO

SAM

PLE

RECOGNIZE A
LOCAL HERO?

W

hether they're grocery shopping for a neighbor or
volunteering for a nonproﬁt, you can spread the joy
and support our journalism efforts by giving them a shoutout in the Palo Alto Weekly.
For $250, we'll design a quarter-page announcement
featuring your Local Hero. Just visit the Google form at the
address below and include a 50-word description and an
optional photo.
And a huge "thank you" to all the good neighbors in Palo
Alto doing their best to shelter in place.

Submit entries at PaloAltoOnline.com/local_hero/

Blas Lozano
Blas, our wonderful mailman, has been delivering our
mail since the ’80s. He calls us by name, sometimes
sings to us, and always has a cheerful hello. He
watches out for us, making sure we are safe. And,
he plays the sax with his band at our summer block
parties (Blas is shown above on the right).
Submitted by: Kipling 3300 ESVs and Cool Block Team
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AD

Kozy Brothers

Answers to this week’s puzzles, which can be found on page 27.

DE MARTINI
ORCHARD

Your Everyday
Farmers Market
Farm Fresh and
Always the Best

66 N. San Antonio Rd., Los Altos • 650-948-0881 • DeMartiniOrchard.com

CORONA VIRUS
STORE HOURS

DON’T PANIC!

PLEASE ONLY
SENIORS

WE GET DELIVERIES
DAILY, SOME ITEMS
ARE HARD TO GET,

WE ARE HERE
FOR YOU!

7:00 AM TO
7:00 PM

BEFORE

9:00 AM

WE ARE LIMITING CHECK OUR STREET SIGNS
CUSTOMERS
FOR DAILY SPECIALS
TO BE SAFE.

BUT FRUITS AND
VEGGIES ARE IN
STOCK.

OPEN DAILY 8 AM- 7 PM • PRICES EFFECTIVE 4/8 thru 4/14

VERY
REAL
LOCAL
NEWS

Print or online subscription starts at only $5 /month
Visit: PaloAltoOnline.com/join

#PressOn

Support local food
businesses and
stay well-fed
Check out our guide to
local takeout and delivery
We’ve compiled this ever-evolving list of restaurants, cafes,
breweries, wine shops and bakeries throughout the Bay
Area that are providing takeout or delivery service while
in-person dining has been suspended due to public health
restrictions to stem the spread of the coronavirus.

Find local takeout and delivery options
at PaloAltoOnline.com/restaurants
To report changes or additions, email food@paloaltoonline.com
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Loretta Miller Emert

Martine Garrido

April 2, 1925 – March 29, 2020

1956 – 2019

Loretta Emert passed away
unexpectedly on March 29, 2020.
Always active and engaging a
loving wife, mother, grandmother
and great-grandmother who
will be missed by her surviving
sons, Richard, Steven his wife
Lupita, her grandchildren Aaron,
Colin, Janelle, Mario his wife
Shawna, Darrick, Heather her
husband Chad, Matthew his wife
Lucy, Joshua, Carrie and her
great-grandchildren Sage, Leia,
Paul, Eric and Olivia. Her husband George, son Barry, great
granddaughter Terra and great-grandson Noah predeceased
her. Born in Williston, ND to Roy and Ella Miller she was
the youngest child with three sisters and three brothers all
predeceased her. She moved to San Francisco where she met
and married George Emert in 1945. They then moved to Menlo
Park where she lived for the next 70 years. After the birth of
her youngest son Barry she joined the local workforce. First at
Winthrop Laboratories and Raychem Corporation in Menlo
Park. Then for the next 20 years she worked at the San Mateo
County Sherriff until her retirement. After being deputized
she proudly carried her sheriff’s badge to her last days. In 1980
she became the first female president of the San Mateo County
Sheriffs Association. She was an avid waterskier and spend
many of her summers on the shores of Lake Berryessa with her
family and friends. She loved to dance the jitterbug and travel.
She would bring many of her family members on her trips and
cruises. She was active and very involved in her retirement.
First at the Red Morton Senior Center in Redwood City and
more recently at Pacifica Senior Assisted living in Union City.
She will be interred with her husband and son at the Alta Mesa
cemetery in Palo Alto.

Martine Garrido passed away on April 17, 2019. Martine
devoted her life to caring for children.
She grew up in France and moved to the United States as
an au pair, eventually becoming a loving nanny for several
families in the Bay-area.
Throughout her life, Martine was a natural mentor,
advocate and caring guardian to each child. She found joy
in their success and happiness. She was also a dear friend to
many, always placing others’ needs above her own.
Martine is fondly remembered and deeply missed by Joe
and Grace Molnar, and their daughters Alessandra and
Lauren. “Gros bisous Martine.”

PAID

OBITUARY

George Fugazi Brown
July 7, 1926 – March 22, 2020
George Fugazi Brown, a
long-time resident of Menlo
Park, died on March 22nd
at the age of 93 after a short
illness. One of his close
relatives, on learning the news,
responded in shock, “I thought
he would live to be 100!” Until
early this year, he was still
driving and went to Palo Alto
every evening for Italian food,
followed by chocolate dessert
on most occasions at Café Pro
Bono, where they maintained a
personal table for him marked with his name and photo.
Brown’s ancestors first came to California from the Genoa
region of Italy to join the Gold Rush. A few generations later,
Brown was born on July 7, 1926 in San Francisco and was raised
in Menlo Park with his sister Rosemarie by their grandparents
during the Great Depression. Brown served briefly in the US
Navy during World War II.
An accomplished sportsman, Brown was a professional
baseball player for the San Francisco Seals in the Pacific Coast
League. He held a black belt in judo and was a low-handicap
golfer most of his life. Later in his life he organized golf
tournaments for retirees around northern California.
He is fondly remembered by his nephews, Mark Lintner of
Fallbrook, California and Stephen F. Lintner of Washington,
DC, who he affectionately called “Marco Polo” and “Steve-aRino.” They will miss having dinner with him, and hearing his
stories about family history, enjoying his sense of humor an
enormous smile.
His wife, Mary E. McDevitt-Brown, predeceased him in 2016.
Due to the COVID 19 crisis, there will not be a funeral, but a
celebration of his life will be held at a later date.
PAID

OBITUARY
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OBITUARY

Mary “Pat” Patricia Rogondino
May 22, 1942 – March 20, 2020
Mary Patricia “Pat” Rogondino,
77, passed peacefully on Friday,
March 20, 2020, after 5 years
standing up to cancer. Born in Los
Angeles, CA, May 22, 1942. She is
survived by her husband of 56 yrs,
Michael, daughters Michal Anne,
Erin, Katy, their families.
They lived in Palo Alto from
1967 to 2000. Raising their three
daughters and running their
own graphic design company,
Rogondino & Associates. Together
Pat and Michael created the designs
for technical and educational
books for over 30-years. She was a
talented graphic designer, technical illustrator, and artist. Pat
was an active member of the Palo Alto community, including
participating in many cultural events and playing Adult AYSO
soccer. Although Pat and Michael moved to Fallbrook, CA for
retirement in 2000, Palo Alto has remained a strong part of
the fabric of their lives where they still have many friends. A
celebration of Pat’s life to share stories about our dear Mother,
Wife, Relative, and Friend will happen when it is safe for people
to congregate again.
PAID

OBITUARY

Pulse
A weekly compendium
of vital statistics

POLICE CALLS
Palo Alto
April 1-April 8
Violence related
Attempted armed robbery . . . . . . . . . . 1
Attempted suicide. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Child abuse. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Elder abuse. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Sexual assault. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Suicide . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Theft related
Commercial burglaries . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Fraud . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Identity theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Petty theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4
Vehicle related
Attempted auto theft. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Auto theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Bicycle theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
Driving w/ suspended license. . . . . . . . 3
Lost/stolen plates . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Theft from auto . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5
Vehicle accident/minor injury . . . . . . . . 1
Vehicle accident/prop damage. . . . . . . 3
Alcohol or drug related
Driving under influence . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Drunk in public . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Possession of drugs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Miscellaneous
Animal call . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Found property. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Misc. penal code violation . . . . . . . . . . 3
Other/misc. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Psychiatric subject . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Suspicious circumstances . . . . . . . . . . 1
Vandalism . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Warrant/other agency . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3

Menlo Park
March 31-April 8
Violence related
Battery . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Robbery . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Spousal abuse . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Theft related
Fraud . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Grand theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Petty theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5
Prowler . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Theft undefined. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Vehicle related
Attempted theft from auto . . . . . . . . . . 1
Auto recovery . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
Hit and run . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Theft from auto . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5
Vehicle accident/no injury. . . . . . . . . . . 2
Alcohol or drug related
Possession of paraphernalia . . . . . . . . 1

VIOLENT CRIMES
Palo Alto

995 Fictitious Name
Statement
SUPREME PAINTING AND MORE
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
File No.: FBN664539
The following person (persons) is (are)
doing business as:
Supreme Painting And More, located at
888 McCreery Ave., San Jose, CA 95116,
Santa Clara County.
This business is owned by:
An Individual.
The name and residence address of the
registrant(s) is(are):
HECTOR A. CASTILLO
888 McCreery Ave.
San Jose, CA 95116
Registrant began transacting business
under the fictitious business name(s) listed
above on 03/10/2020.
This statement was filed with the County
Clerk-Recorder of Santa Clara County on
March 10, 2020.
(PAW Mar. 20, 27; Apr. 3, 10, 2020)

RIOS
RIOS CORPORATION
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
File No.: FBN664659
The following person (persons) is (are)
doing business as:
1.) Rios, 2.) Rios Corporation, located at
172 University Ave., Palo Alto, CA 94301,
Santa Clara County.
This business is owned by: A Corporation.
The name and residence address of the
registrant(s) is(are):
ROBOTIK INNOVATIONS, INC.
172 University Ave.
Palo Alto, CA 94301
Registrant began transacting business
under the fictitious business name(s) listed
above on 03/09/2020.
This statement was filed with the County
Clerk-Recorder of Santa Clara County on
March 13, 2020.
(PAW Mar. 27; Apr. 3, 10, 17, 2020)

Call Alicia Santillan at 650-223-6578
or email asantillan@paweekly.com for assistance
with your legal advertising needs.

Tanland Drive, 4/1, 6:01 p.m.; child
abuse/physical.
Encina Avenue, 4/3, 9:36 a.m.; elder
abuse/physical.
Ash Street, 4/3, 12:27 p.m.; attempted
adult suicide.
Unknown, 4/4, 8:40 a.m.; sexual assault.
College Avenue, 4/4, 8:30 p.m.; adult
suicide.
El Camino Real, 4/5, 9:14 a.m.;
attempted armed robbery.

OBITUARIES
Obituaries: Mary
Patricia Rogondino
A list of local residents who
died recently:
Mary Patricia “Pat”
Rogondino, 77, a Palo Alto
resident for more than three
decades, died on March 20.
To read her full obituary,
leave remembrances and post
photos, go to Lasting Memories at PaloAltoOnline.com/
obituaries. Q
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For more information about these camps visit paloaltoonline.com/camp_connection. To advertise in this weekly directory, call (650) 326-8210.

ACADEMICS

ARTS, CULTURE, OTHER CAMPS

Early Learning
Institute

Palo Alto
Pleasanton

Improve your student’s writing skills this summer at Emerson
School of Palo Alto and Hacienda School of Pleasanton. Courses this
year are Expository Writing, Creative Writing and Presentation Skills.

headsup.org

Emerson: (650) 424-1267
Hacienda: (925) 485-5750

Harker Summer Programs

San Jose

Let’s Go Crafting

ATHLETICS

Palo Alto

Let’s Go Crafting’s Studio is where your child will have fun while
learning many different fiber related arts. We teach sewing,
knitting, crochet, weaving and jewelry making to children ages
8 to 15 years. AM or PM camps $275/week. Full day camps $550/
week. 5 student minimum for all sessions; 10 student maximum.

letsgocrafting.org

(650) 814-4183

Oshman Family JCC Camps

Palo Alto

The Harker School’s summer programs for children K - grade 12
offer the perfect balance of learning and fun! Programs are led by
dedicated faculty and staff who are experts at combining summer
fun and learning. Strong academics and inspiring enrichment
programs are offered in full day, partial and morning only sessions.

Camps at the OFJCC introduce your child to new experiences
while creating friendships in a fun and safe environment. We work
to build confidence, stretch imaginations and teach new skills.

harker.org/summer

Palo Alto Community
Child Care (PACCC)

(408) 553-5737

i2 Camp at Castilleja School

Palo Alto

i2 Camp offers week-long immersion programs that engage middle
school girls in the fields of science, technology, engineering and
math (STEM). The fun and intimate hands-on activities of the courses
strive to excite and inspire participants about STEM, creating
enthusiasm that will hopefully spill over to their schoolwork and
school choices in future years.

castilleja.org/i2camp

(650) 470-7833

STANFORD EXPLORE: A Lecture Series
on Biomedical Research

Stanford

paloaltojcc.org/Camps

paccc.org

(650) 493-2361

Stanford Jazz Workshop

explore.stanford.edu

explore-series@stanford.edu

stanfordjazz.org

Summer@Stratford

Palo Alto/Bay Area

stratfordschools.com/summer
pa@stratfordschools.com

Castilleja Summer Camp
for Girls Palo Alto

Palo Alto

(650) 269-0423

Palo Alto

Castilleja Summer Camp for Girls Palo Alto Casti Camp offers girls
entering grades 2-6 a range of age-appropriate activities including
athletics, art, science, computers, writing, crafts, cooking, drama
and music classes each day along with weekly field trips. Leadership
program available for girls entering grades 7-9.

castilleja.org/summercamp

Community School of Music

(650) 470-7833

Mountain View

Community School of Music and Arts (CSMA) Mountain View
50+ creative camps for grades K-12! Drawing, Painting, Ceramics,
Sculpture, Musical Theater, Summer Music Workshops and more!
One and two-week sessions; full and half-day enrollment. Extended
care from 8:30am-5:30pm. Financial aid offered.

arts4all.org

(650) 736-0324

TheatreWorks
Silicon Valley

Palo Alto
Atherton

Campers bring their plays to life, make new friends, and practice
collaboration skills at TheatreWorks Silicon Valley’s PlayMakers
Camp (grades K-5). TheatreWorks offers four sessions in Palo
Alto and Atherton from June 8 – July 31. Campers learn acting,
playwriting, movement, and stagecraft from professional teaching
artists from the Tony Award-winning local company.

theatreworks.org/education

Art, cooking, tinkering, yoga and mindfulness. We celebrate
multiple perspectives and recognize the many ways for our children
to interpret their world. Summer Unplugged! is appropriate for ages
6-11 years. Located at Walter Hays School.

artandsoulpa.com

Stanford

World-renowned jazz camps at Stanford. Week-long jazz
immersion programs for middle school musicians (July 6-10),
high school (July 12-17 and July 19-24), and adults (July 26-31). All
instruments and vocals. No jazz experience necessary!

(650) 493-1141

ARTS, CULTURE, OTHER CAMPS
Art and Soul Camp

Palo Alto

PACCC summer camps offer campers, grades 1st to 6th, a wide
variety of engaging opportunities. We are excited to announce
all of your returning favorites: Leaders in Training (L.I.T.), Camp
YOUnique, F.A.M.E. (Fine Arts, Music and Entertainment), J.V.
Sports, Operation: Chef and Chef Jr.! Periodic field trips, special
visitors and many engaging camp activities, songs and skits round
out the variety of offerings at PACCC Summer Camps. Open to
campers from all communities. Register online.

EXPLORE biomedical science at Stanford. Stanford EXPLORE
offers high school students the unique opportunity to learn from
Stanford professors and graduate students about diverse topics
in biomedical science, including bioengineering, neurobiology,
immunology and many others.

Stratford infuses its STEAM (Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts,
and Math) curriculum into an innovative and enriching summer
camp experience. Younger campers learn, explore, and engage
in hands-on learning projects, while Elementary-age students
collaborate to tackle real-world problems by utilizing academic
principles and concepts in a fun and engaging way. At the Middle
School level, individual subject-based enrichment classes are
offered and tailored for each grade level.

(650) 223-8622

(650) 917-6800 ext. 0

(650) 463-7146

ATHLETICS
Dance Connection Palo Alto

Palo Alto

Share the joy of dance with us! Our studio is an extended family
and a “home away from home” for our community of children
and teens. At Dance Connection, we value the positive energy
and atmosphere that we continuously strive to provide. Summer
Dance Camps include all styles of dance for ages 4 and up and
features our new “This is Me!” Empowerment Camp along with
Teen Jazz and Hip Hop Camps. A Summer Session for ages 3 to
adults will be offered from June 8 – July 31.

danceconnectionpaloalto.com/dance-connectionevent-calendar/summer-dance-camps
(650) 852-0418 or (650) 322-7032

Kim Grant Tennis
Summer Camps

Palo Alto
Monterey Bay

Fun and specialized Junior Camps for Mini (3-5), Beginner,
Intermediate, Advanced, High Performance and Elite tennis
levels. Weekly programs designed by Kim Grant to improve player
technique, fitness, agility, mental toughness and all around game.
Weekly camps in Palo Alto and Sleep-Away Camps in Monterey
Bay. SO MUCH FUN!

KimGrantTennis.com

Text: (650) 690-0678
Call: (650) 752-8061

Nike Tennis Camps

Stanford University

Junior Overnight and Day Camps for boys & girls, ages 9-18 offered
throughout June, July and August. Adult Weekend Clinics (June &
Aug). Camps directed by Head Men’s Coach, Paul Goldstein, Head
Women’s Coach, Lele Forood, and Associate Men’s and Women’s
Coaches, Brandon Coupe and Frankie Brennan. Come join the fun
and get better this summer!

ussportscamps.com

(800) NIKE-CAMP
(800) 645-3226

Run for Fun Camps

Bay Area

Run for Fun’s mission is to provide creative and engaging play for
all youth by getting kids active in an inclusive community centered
around outdoor fun! We pride ourselves on hiring an enthusiastic,
highly trained staff who love what they do. Summer 2020 features
four weeks of Adventure Day Camp and two weeks of Overnight
Camp High Five. Adventure Day Camp is a new discovery every
day filled with sports, crafts and nature, including explorations to
Camp Jones Gulch, Capitola Beach, Foothills Park, Shoreline Lake
and Great America. Camp High Five is six days and five nights
of traditional overnight camp mixed with challenge-by-choice
activities, campfires, friendships and lots of laughter.

runforfuncamps.com/summer-camps-and-schoolholiday-camps/camp-overview
(650) 823-5167

Spartans Sports Camp

Mountain View

Spartans Sports Camp offers a wide variety of sports, performing
arts, and academic enrichment camps for kids entering grades 1-9.
Experienced staff ensures everyone has fun. Daily on-site swimming
is offered for all camps. Camps begin June 8th and run weekly
through July 31st at Mountain View High School. The camp is run
by MVHS coaches and student-athletes and all proceeds benefit the
MVHS Athletic Department. Lunch and extended care are available
for your convenience. Flexible cancellation policies.

spartanssportscamp.com

(650) 479-5906

Stanford Athletics & Youth

Stanford

We can’t wait to have you join us this summer at Stanford! We hope
you’re ready for engaged and safety-focused staff, phenomenal
facilities, and innovative programs. We’ll have camps that challenge
your camper’s physical, mental, and social skills in age-appropriate
activities. When your camper registers for Camp Cardinal, they are
a Cardinal Kid for life. Our main camper program is for grades K-6
and then campers graduate to our Counselor-in-Training Program
where they become camp leaders!

campcardinal.org

campcardinal@stanford.edu

Stanford Baseball Camps

Stanford

At Sunken Diamond on the campus of Stanford University. A variety
of camps are offered to benefit a wide range of age groups and
skill sets. Campers will gain instruction in several baseball skills,
fundamentals, team concepts, and game play.

stanfordbaseballcamp.com

Stanford Water Polo Camps

(650) 725-2054

Stanford

New to water polo or have experience, we have a camp for you. Half
day or full day options for boys and girls ages 7 and up. All camps
provide fundamental skills, scrimmages and games.

stanfordwaterpolocamps.com

YMCA of Silicon Valley
Summer Camps

Silicon Valley

At the Y, children and teens of all abilities acquire new skills, make
friends, and feel that they belong. With hundreds of Summer Day
Camps plus Overnight Camps, you will find a camp that’s right for
your family. Sign up today, camps are filling up! Financial assistance
is available.

ymcasv.org/summercamp

(408) 351-6473
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Spectrum
Editorials, letters and opinions

An Alternative View

Coronavirus: My early April thoughts — and fears
by Diana Diamond

I

wake up in the morning. Is it
Friday? Or maybe it’s Tuesday
or Wednesday. What day was
yesterday?
Is yesterday just going to be like
today, and what about tomorrow?
Will it all be the same?
I get up, grab
a cup of coffee,
read the paper,
get dressed and
no longer ask
myself what
I should wear
today. Yesterday I wore my
white sweater,
but what difference does it make? I used to dress
according to what I was doing that
day, but now, no one sees me, except
on Zoom, from my shoulders up.
I am not complaining, just housebound, bored and trying to have
some sort of virtual social life. I
am especially appreciative of my
TV, my news channels, my newspapers, Zoom, Netflix, Kindle and, of
course, my telephone, which is next
to my ear a good part of the day.
I am one of those people who

need social contact. My husband
doesn’t. Opposites attract.
The times are a changin’, as Bob
Dylan wrote. We are entering a
new world. People in hundreds of
countries are affected by the coronavirus, and no scientists have yet
come up with a way to control it —
other than self-isolation and selfquarantines, which Californians
and locals are doing a great job of.
I went to Safeway yesterday because I was out of fresh produce,
which should help us stay healthy.
I was halted at the front door by an
employee who said we had to wait
until enough customers came out
before we could go in. Good idea. I
stood patiently.
I was told I couldn’t bring my
recyclable bags in because they
may carry germs, which could affect the baggers. Okay. I was told
the county imposed a limit on the
number of people in the store to 60,
plus staff — but it seems there were
a lot more inside.
I wasn’t nervous until checkout
time. The new rules are that only
one customer can be at the checkout stand at a time, and Safeway

said the rest of us should stand in
one line until the next checker was
available.
Okay, except there were 30
people on line, stretching from the
checkout stand to the milk and egg
shelves in the back. The 6-footapart rule was ignored. I asked the
person behind me to please stand
back, and he declared, “No way. I
am keeping my place in line right
next to you.” I was uncomfortable
about the lack of distance.
I am sure Safeway will try to iron
out these distance wrinkles.
We are living in dangerous times.
This awful virus isn’t going to quell
until all of us in the U.S. self-isolate,
and governors in the eight remaining states (as of April 7) finally decree a stay-at-home policy.
And then there is the face mask
issue. At first, the CDC (Centers
for Disease Control and Prevention) told us face masks are not
necessary unless you think you
have COVID-19. Last week, the
CDC apparently changed its mind,
telling us to wear masks when we
go out. Were they telling us the
truth from the beginning? Or were

Letters

they can renew their immune
systems. NOW!
Chuck Jagoda
N. Wolfe Road, Sunnyvale

(which sounds good on the surface), the debt and the interest
on that debt continues to accrue.
Many of the lower-income workers may lose their homes, cars
and other items through no fault
of their own because they are not
allowed to work.
The present system is just not
fair!
What is needed is a full economic freeze retroactive to the
start of the stay-at-home order
that freezes all debt, interest accrual and evictions until after it
is safe for the public to go back
to work.
Rich Stiebel
Talisman Drive, Palo Alto

Take care of our
doctors, nurses
Editor,
It was recently reported that
more than 100 doctors treating
COVID-19 patients died from
their work. How can we let doctors and nurses die helping us?
This has to stop! This is not
how to thank people for risking their lives. We cannot afford to spend these valuable
people’s lives! Rotate them out
with military medicos. Take the
longest-serving off the line so

Full economic freeze
Editor,
Millions of people have had
their incomes frozen by the government’s “stay-at-home” order to
control the virus spread. Many of
these people took on obligations
to buy property, cars or other
large-ticket items based on their
salaries, which “guaranteed”
their ability to pay their debt.
While some municipalities
have imposed a “no-eviction”
ordinance for a period of time

This week on Town Square
Town Square is an online discussion forum at PaloAltoOnline.com/square
In response to ‘Interim
superintendent Gina Sudaria to
lead Ravenswood school district
on a permanent basis’
Posted April 6 at 5:39 p.m. by Mark Dinan, a
resident of East Palo Alto:
“Congratulations to Superintendent Gina

Sudaria! We are extremely fortunate to have her
in a leadership position during these turbulent
times. She is skillfully navigating extremely
difficult circumstances in Ravenswood City
School District and has taken multiple challenges head on. RCSD is heading in the right
direction and strong leadership at the top is the
reason why.”
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they trying to prevent people from
buying masks that health officials
needed more than us? I can accept
the latter but would have preferred
knowing their rationale from the
beginning. Can I really trust the
CDC as much as I once did? Being
honest brings credibility.
And by the way, where are these
masks — four weeks after the outbreak? CVS and Walgreens tell me
they still don’t have any (or hand
sanitizer). My neighbor is making
her own and kindly gave us two
masks.
As we all know, this virus knows
no boundaries, no state lines. It
travels whimsically and frighteningly; it reportedly morphs along
the way, so scientists are constantly
tackling a new and recreated version of the virus.
I am angry that our government
still cannot provide us enough hand
wipes in our stores, that decent
face masks are hard to find and
that medical personnel cannot get
enough gowns and gloves to wear

— how can we not have enough
medical gowns? They are a cheap
disposable product that we can’t
seem to manufacture.
And the most recent shortage:
Nose swabs, it was reported, are
unavailable around the country.
How in the world do these shortages occur? What happened to
planning ahead for a pandemic
outbreak?
These are my worried emotions
this early April day. This federal
government seems so absent in
protecting us against this horrible virus. Dr. Anthony Fauci has
pleaded with President Trump to
take more action. Trump said he
doesn’t want to wear a face mask.
What a terrible symbol that is for
Americans who want this virus to
end. Q
Diana Diamond is a longtime
Palo Alto journalist, editor and
author of the blog “An Alternative
View” at PaloAltoOnline.com/
blogs. You can email her at
DianaLDiamond@gmail.com.

WHAT DO YOU THINK?
The Palo Alto Weekly encourages comments on our coverage
or on issues of local interest.

What’s your opinion on
how local government is
responding to the coronavirus?
Submit letters to the editor of up to 300 words to letters@paweekly.com.
Submit guest opinions of 1,000 words to editor@paweekly.com. Include your
name, address and daytime phone number so we can reach you.
We reserve the right to edit contributions for length, objectionable content,
libel and factual errors known to us. Anonymous letters will generally not be
accepted. Submitting a letter to the editor or guest opinion constitutes a granting
of permission to the Palo Alto Weekly and Embarcadero Media to also publish it
online, including in our online archives and as a post on Town Square.
For more information, contact Editorial Assistant Lloyd Lee at llee@paweekly.
com or 650-223-6526 or Editor Jocelyn Dong at editor@paweekly.com.

Across
1 Last letter
6 Part of R&R
10 “Nae” sayer?
14 Japanese dish meaning “pulled noodles”
15 You can smell it from a dumpster fire
16 ‘80s “This Old House” host Bob
17 Friend who helps with homework
19 Computer operating system developed by
Bell Labs
20 Aptly named Quaker cereal
21 Measure for weighing boats
22 Tirane’s land, for short
24 506, in Roman numerals
25 Word before chimes or chill
26 Gave the go-ahead
28 Powerful giant
32 Chicago daily, briefly
33 Chopin technical piece
34 Australian actress in “Damages” and
“Bridesmaids”
38 Lapse
39 Edmonton hockey player
40 Leo/Virgo mo.
41 Flakes in a pizzeria packet
44 “In-A-___-Da-Vida”
46 Christmas season
47 Shown again
49 Identifying, on Facebook
52 Nautical zookeeper
53 Relative of .org
54 Language seen at some gubernatorial
press conferences
55 “So what else?”
56 Retirement spot?
59 Goes on the radio
61 Buffalo Bob Smith’s puppet
64 Health plan prefix
65 Dramatic honor
66 Jim Henson character
67 Accepts as true

“No Time, 2 DY”— aka DY, another DY. By Matt Jones

This week’s SUDOKU

Answers on page 23.

Answers on page 23.

68 Battleship markers
69 Leases an apartment
Down
1 ___ it seems
2 Sum work?
3 Birds with green eggs
4 Diploma alternative
5 “Whenever you want”
6 Like some plane tickets
7 Hall formerly of “The Tonight Show”
8 Vending machine contents, maybe
9 Attempt to contact again
10 “Law & Order” spinoff, initially
11 TV kid in the lower left corner
12 Food with a pimiento

13 Rides around Manhattan
18 One-named Irish rocker
23 Pet parakeet, say, to meme-makers
25 Join together
27 Home improvement letters
28 Can in a bar
29 Basic verb in Versailles
30 Hand-cranked instrument
31 Excavator
35 Sings outside a window (hey, that’s
distancing!)
36 Modigliani work, often
37 “By jove!”
39 Workplace with non-union members
42 Bulldog’s cousin

www.sudoku.name

43 Controversial director Kazan
44 More pleased
45 Extra A’s take it from “That feels good” to
“What the f*$#”
48 Rainbow Dash or Fluttershy, e.g.
49 Second squad in a game, perhaps
50 “Au revoir!”
51 Classroom sphere
56 Onetime capital on the Rhine
57 Work on Wikipedia, e.g.
58 Does some hair coloring
60 Bro’s sib
62 Accessory on “RuPaul’s Drag Race”
63 Hematite, for one
©2020 Jonesin’ Crosswords (jonesincrosswords@gmail.com)

Another year of award-winning journalism.
Some of the reasons we’re the best-read news source on the Peninsula.

Investigative Reporting

Editorial Comment

Photo Story/Essay

“On the trail of a killer by Sue Dremann

“When local government leaders refuse to answer
questions, they become their own worst enemies”
by Bill Johnson

“Rethinking waste” by Veronica Weber

Breaking News

“Palo Alto Weekly 40th Anniversary edition”
by Palo Alto Weekly Staff

Coverage of Local Government
“Whose rules?” by Gennady Sheyner

Coverage of Youth and Education

Special Section

“The challenge of charter schools” by Elena Kadvany

“Cellphone video captures heated MAGA
confrontation that went viral” by Sue Dremann

Enterprise News Story or Series

Informational Graphic

“The price of ‘paradise’” by Palo Alto Weekly Staff

“Anatomy of a fraud” by Linda Taaffe, Kristin Brown

Land-Use Reporting

Photo Illustration

“Inside Stanford’s bid to expand — and how it came
undone” by Gennady Sheyner

Breaking News
“Pay to play: College admissions scandal by
Sue Dremann, Jamey Padojino, Elena Kadvany

Are you supporting
our efforts?

Inside Page Layout & Design
“A Radio ‘Miracle’” by Doug Young

“Whose rules?” by Veronica Weber, Jocelyn Dong

Photo Story/Essay
“Living on four wheels” by Veronica Weber

Awards presented by the California
News Publishers Association for
work published in 2019.

Become a member today to support another year of award-winning journalism.

Visit paloaltoonline.com/join
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Ric Parker
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Nargis Sadruddin
650.823.6801

Jan Strohecker
650.906.6516
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GFRSVGEPGSQ

janstrohecker@
yahoo.com
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CalRE: #00620365
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