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Accepting Donations
of Supplies
At Stanford Medicine our number one priority is the safety of our employees
and our patients. We have obtained personal protective equipment (PPE) for
the projected needs of our organization for the Novel Coronavirus (COVID-19)
outbreak. However, as a cautionary measure, Stanford Medicine is now accepting
donations of unopened supplies in their original packaging. We are unable to
accept homemade supplies.
REQUESTED DONATION ITEMS

• Masks (N95, surgical,
and procedure)

• Goggles and eye shields

• Disinfecting wipes such as
Clorox or Sani-cloth wipes

• Controlled Air Purifying Respirator
(CAPR) / Powered Air Purifying
Respirator (PAPR) machines
and disposables

• Hand sanitizer
• Face shields

• Isolation or surgical gowns

• Flocked swabs
WAYS TO DONATE
Stanford Health Care
ATTN: Supply
Donations Center
820 Quarry Rd Ext
Palo Alto, CA 94304

Stanford Health Care
550 Broadway
Redwood City, CA 94063
Open 7 days a week
8:00am–10:00am and
3:00pm–5:00pm

Stanford Health Care –
ValleyCare LifeStyleRx
1119 E Stanley Blvd
Livermore, CA 94550
Open Monday–Friday
8:00am–5:00pm

To learn more, please visit: stanfordhealthcare.org/donatesupplies
Thank you for your generous donations and for supporting our community.
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In the wake of this crisis,
we need your support.
Dear Reader:
During these uncertain and scary times, trusted sources of local news are more
important than ever.
But like so many other local businesses, we are struggling to cope with the current
health and economic crisis.
Our staff is working around the clock to keep you informed in this rapidly changing
environment. Our ofﬁce is nearly empty, but our 50 employees are hard at work at
their homes and, when necessary, in the community bringing critical news stories
to you.
And you are following our reporting in record numbers. Our web trafﬁc has soared
in the last three weeks. We’ve dropped our pay meter so that everyone can access
the latest news whether they are subscribing members or not. In the last 30 days
more than 700,000 unique visitors were following the news coverage on Palo Alto
Online.
But we need your help.
The businesses that we rely on for advertising are shuttered. Ad cancellations are
widespread.
For those of you who have always been meaning to subscribe, now is your moment.
For those who never gave it a thought, consider what it would be like without the
Palo Alto Weekly and its website.
For as little as $5 a month, you can join thousands of others in showing your
support of local journalism and the role it plays in our community.
Please go to PaloAltoOnline.com/subscribe today to become a subscribing
member. If you prefer to subscribe for a year by check, please mail a check for
$120 ($60 for seniors) to us at 450 Cambridge Ave., Palo Alto 94306.
Thank you, and best wishes to all of you doing your best to get through this difﬁcult
time.

Bill Johnson
Publisher
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Upfront

Local news, information and analysis

An appeal for your support of good journalism
As crisis deepens, so does the impact
on local news organizations, including ours
by Bill Johnson

J

ust three weeks ago, it
was hard to imagine
the imminent human
and economic impacts of
the COVID-19 crisis. Yet
here we all are, isolated in
our homes, working hard
to adhere to the directives from county and state health
officials.
It is inspiring — and humbling
— that, in the midst of this disruption and worry, hundreds of you are

choosing to start subscriptions to the Weekly and Palo
Alto Online to help sustain
your source of community
news and information. Your
outpouring of support is
helping us carry on.
Our office is closed and
our employees are sheltering at
home. But they are hard at work.
Serving our readers during times
of crisis or natural disasters with
accurate and timely reporting is

one of the most important functions of a local news organization.
You are witness to that work.
I have always considered bringing the community together in
challenging times to be an essential part of our mission, and I am
proud of how our staff, coordinating through video conferences
and phone calls, has worked as a
team in service to you while taking care of themselves and supporting their families and friends.
But in the midst of this effort,
we also have needed to take steps
to preserve our ability to continue
this important work. This week I

had to make painful decisions to
lay off several staff members, furlough others and reduce hours for
some. We simply cannot sustain
our payroll costs while we have
only a fraction of our normal advertising revenue, especially when
we have no way to know how long
this crisis will last.
We are not alone. Local newspapers all over the country face similar or worse challenges, and scores
have had to shut down. We are determined to not let that happen here.
My heartfelt thanks to those of
you who have already stepped up
and started subscriptions entitling

you to unlimited access to Palo
Alto Online and mail delivery to
your home of the Palo Alto Weekly. But we need thousands more of
you to do the same.
With your help, now and in the
future, we’ll proudly be bringing
you important news about Palo
Alto and the region for decades to
come. Please join your neighbors
in sustaining local journalism by
subscribing today at PaloAltoOnline.com/subscribe.
Bill Johnson is publisher and
founder of the Palo Alto Weekly.
He can be reached at bjohnson@
paweekly.com. Q

EDUCATION

Schools to
stay closed
through May 1
County health officials,
superintendents agree
on extended regional
closures
by Elena Kadvany
undreds of public schools
in six Bay Area counties, including in Santa
Clara County, will remain closed
through May 1, county health
officers and superintendents of
schools have decided.
Palo Alto schools had been
set to reopen after spring break
in April, though that seemed increasingly unlikely as coronavirus cases continued to rise and
Gov. Gavin Newsom indicated
last week that campuses wouldn’t
likely reopen this academic year.
The new decision, which is not
an official order from the county health departments but was
agreed to by each county superintendent, affects schools in Santa
Clara, San Mateo, Alameda, Contra Costa, Marin and Alameda
counties as well as the San Francisco Unified School District.
“The well-being of our students, families and communities
is our primary concern. We will
continue to take all necessary
steps to prepare schools for reopening,” said Mary Ann Dewan,
Santa Clara County superintendent of schools. “Meanwhile, it
is absolutely crucial that we work
together to slow the spread of COVID-19 by adhering to the shelterin-place orders and continuing to
support learning at home.”
San Mateo County Superinten-

H
Magali Gauthier

A car pulls up to the Menlo Medical Clinic drive-through COVID-19 testing tent at 321 Middlefield Road in Menlo Park on March 20.
Signage around the lot indicates the testing site is run by Stanford Health Care.

HEALTH CARE

As hospitals gear up for surge in patients,
local businesses and public asked for help
Medical organizations are adding outdoor facilities in anticipation of more people coming down with the virus
by Sue Dremann and Gennady Sheyner

S

tanford Health Care is
ramping up for largerscale testing of patients
with COVID-19 symptoms,
erecting tents on the Stanford
University campus for use
starting in the next few days, a
spokeswoman said.
The additional testing capacity
is in response to a growing need
to identify COVID-19-positive
patients as the virus spreads.
Stanford Health Care has so far
installed five large white tents
and a cluster of smaller ones
in its Galvez Street parking lot
along Campus Drive, across

from the Bing Concert Hall. The
medical center has had a site at
Hoover Pavilion running for at
least one-and-a-half weeks.
“We’re preparing to extend
outpatient COVID-19 testing to
the Galvez location for patients
with a Stanford physician order,” spokeswoman Lisa Kim
said. “Patients may call Stanford
Express Care at 650-498-9000
to schedule a video visit with
a Stanford physician, who will
evaluate and refer them for testing if needed.”
Last week, Menlo Medical Clinic started a drive-thru

clinic at 321 Middlefield Road
for COVID-19.
“They are currently taking
scheduled Menlo (Clinic) patients based on certain clinical
criteria. Again, they must have
a physician’s order to be tested,”
Kim said.
Jennifer Thrift, spokeswoman
for El Camino Hospital, said the
medical provider has tents constructed at its Mountain View
and Los Gatos campuses, but
the tents are not currently in use.
Other medical organizations,
including Kaiser Permanente
and Sutter/Palo Alto Medical

Foundation, are also testing
patients for COVID-19 when
referred by a physician.
Gov. Gavin Newsom said this
week that the rate of testing is
increasing across the state, albeit
slowly. As of March 24, about
66,800 tests had been conducted, which includes the latest
numbers California has received
from commercial and private
labs. At least 18,276 results
have been received and another
48,600 are pending, according
to the governor’s website.
(continued on page 14)

(continued on page 17)
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Inspirations

Upfront

a guide to the spiritual community

450 Cambridge Ave., Palo Alto, CA 94306
(650) 326-8210

QUOTE OF THE WEEK

PUBLISHER
William S. Johnson (223-6505)

To include your
Church in

Inspirations
please email
sales@
embarcadero
publishing.com

EDITORIAL
Editor Jocelyn Dong (223-6514)
Associate Editor Linda Taaffe (223-6511)
Sports Editor Rick Eymer (223-6516)
Arts & Entertainment Editor Karla Kane (223-6517)
Home & Real Estate Editor
Heather Zimmerman (223-6515)
Assistant Sports Editor Glenn Reeves (223-6521)
Express & Digital Editor Jamey Padojino
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Staff Writers Sue Dremann (223-6518), Elena
Kadvany (223-6519), Gennady Sheyner (223-6513)
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Editorial Assistant/Intern Coordinator
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WE ARE OPEN AND HERE TO HELP
YOU. OUR FACILITY IS CLEAN AND
MAINTAINING STRICT HEALTH PROTOCOLS
FOR OUR TECHNICIANS FOR YOUR SAFETY.

Contributors Chrissi Angeles, Mike Berry,
Carol Blitzer, Peter Canavese, Edward Gerard Fike,
Yoshi Kato, Chris Kenrick, Jack McKinnon,
Sheryl Nonnenberg, John Orr, Monica Schreiber,
Jay Thorwaldson

Talk is cheap and free
rent costs money.
– John McNellis, local developer, on providing
businesses financial relief. See story on page 15.

Around Town

ADVERTISING
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Magali Gauthier

Multimedia Advertising Sales
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Legal Advertising Alicia Santillan (223-6578)
ADVERTISING SERVICES

YOU KNOW YOU ARE DEALING
WITH EXPERTS WHEN…
• ASE Certiﬁed Technicians
• Technicians receive over 40 hours
MOUNTAIN
of specialized training every year
VIEW
2018
• Environmentally friendly
• All repairs are guaranteed in writing for 2 Years,
24,000 miles Napa nationwide warranty
THE VOICE

Best of

Advertising Services Manager
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Sales & Production Coordinators
Diane Martin (223-6584), Nico Navarrete (223-6582)
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President William S. Johnson (223-6505)
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Vice President & CFO Peter Beller (223-6545)
Vice President Sales & Marketing
Tom Zahiralis (223-6570)
Director, Information Technology & Webmaster
Frank A. Bravo (223-6551)
Director of Marketing and Audience
Development Emily Freeman (223-6560)

710 San Antonio Road
Palo Alto, CA • 650-493-8600
www.autorepairmountainviewca.co

Marketplace
Land for Sale
Redding Area - One Acre On paved rd. Tall
pine trees, power close, 2 minutes from
Sandy Beach on the Sacramento River. $7K
Dn., $330./ Mo. ($37,000. Cash Price). ALSO
10 Acres in Two 5 Acre parcels with Oak and
Pine trees, view, dirt rd. access. $9K Dn., $590.
Mo., ($59,000. Cash Price). OWC - OWNER
530-605-8857
To place an ad call 650.223.6582 or email digitalads@paweekly.com.
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Linc Russin plays Woody
Guthrie’s “This Land Is Your
Land” on the mandolin while
his neighbors sing during an
evening meetup in Palo Alto
on March 25.
SINGING BEFORE SUPPER ...
Listen carefully in the Barron Park
neighborhood these days and
you just might hear the sounds of
singing. Since the stay-at-home
order went into effect on March
17, residents have come together
(keeping a safe distance, mind
you) to express solidarity through
song, said longtime resident
Maryanne Welton. On Sunday,
people participated in the “La
Selva Sunday Spring Sing,”
coming out of their homes on La
Selva Drive to join in a rendition
of “Stand By Me.” On another
day, neighbors put a speaker
at an intersection and blasted
music. “I went over and sang
and danced,” Welton said. And
she herself has taken to trying to
spread joy during the quarantine
by turning up the speakers in her
garage at 6 p.m. most days as an
invitation to others to a moment
of song. “Sometimes people pass
by and join in. Others, they look
at me strangely and cross to the
other side of the street,” Welton
laughed. On Wednesday, one
man brought out his mandolin
and played in the street. “We
all need something to make
ourselves feel connected and not
alone,” she said. “We all need
support from our community to
get through this. We’re creating a
tapestry of shared experiences to
comfort us now. I think good can
come out of this.”
FEEDING THOSE IN NEED
… Two Palo Alto restaurants,
Taverna and Tootsie’s, sprang
into action to organize donation
efforts to provide free food to
people in need, from local families
and school bus drivers to hospital

workers. Greek restaurant
Taverna is serving an average of
70 free meals per day, funded by
community donations, and has
partnered with the Ravenswood
Education Foundation, the Boys
& Girls Club of the Peninsula
and other charitable organizations
to find families in need. People in
need also can pick up free meals
at Taverna, no questions asked.
Tootsie’s at the Stanford Barn,
meanwhile, has served more than
3,000 meals to Stanford Hospital
and Lucile Packard Children’s
Hospital Stanford staff through
donations for the restaurant’s
“Adopt A Doc and A Nurse”
menu. The donation efforts also
are helping the restaurants keep
more staff employed as they
struggle to remain in business
during the shelter-at-home
order. To donate to Taverna’s
effort, go to bit.ly/39myWmn.
Call 650-304-3840 to request
a meal for yourself or others in
need. To order a meal for hospital
staff through Tootsie’s, email
catering@tootsiesbarn.com or
text 347-633-7132.
STAYING FRESH … Downtown
Streets Team’s food closet
is staying stocked with fresh
groceries to help a community
in need during the coronavirus
pandemic. According to the
organization’s senior manager,
David Vyfvinkel, the downtown
food closet has received two to
three times more fresh produce
than usual thanks to donations
from various organizations,
including Trader Joe’s and
Second Harvest Food Bank.
Besides a few newcomers from
the South Palo Alto Food Closet,
which is currently closed, the
team is serving fewer clients than
usual. “We usually have about
60-75 people on any given day,”
Vyfvinkel said. “Now we’re getting
40 to 45.” He and two volunteers
who were operating the food
closet on Tuesday wore masks
and gloves while they handled
food. To keep 6 feet of distance,
Vyfvinkel said they now make
visitors wait outside while they fill
people’s grocery bags with food
and bring them outside. The food
closet is open Monday, Tuesday,
Wednesday and Friday from
10 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.; Thursday
from 10 a.m. to 6:30 p.m.; and
Saturday from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. Q

Upfront

10 things you can
still do in Palo Alto
(while keeping your social distance)
by Jocelyn Dong
All around us, local arts organizations, community groups, businesses and neighborhoods have
been busy trying to keep life and
community going, albeit in unique
ways.
For those who are healthy and
able to get outside, here are some
ideas for staying connected to the
broader Palo Alto community.
And if you are in quarantine or
otherwise housebound, don’t worry: There are also activities you
can engage in from the great indoors that will expand your world.
Read on for the Weekly’s top
10 things you can still do in Palo
Alto.

“Spending time outside improves
mood and well-being. ... You can
go for walks, go to the park and
engage in other similar activities”
— with the proper social distance
of 6 feet between you and others,
of course.
That’s good news because with
the rain this past week, gardens
and neighborhood parks are
looking more vibrant than ever.
At Palo Alto’s Gamble Garden
on Embarcadero Road, tulips are
blooming, and the Barron Park
donkeys, Perry and Jenny, in
Bol Park, 3590 Laguna Ave., are
currently welcoming in-person
visitors during the day. (Go to
barronparkdonkeys.org for more
information.)
Other options: the Stanford
Dish and Stanford University
campus, which have wide paths.
Be wise, though, and don’t enter
an area if many people are there
already. And if you choose to visit an open space preserve, you’ll
want to bike or walk there; Palo
Alto has closed parking lots at the
preserves to prevent crowds.

1 Walk or bike
to parks and
landmarks.
In its March 16 stay-at-home
order, the Santa Clara County
Public Health Department stated:

2 Enjoy the
performing arts.
Kevin Berne/Courtesy TheatreWorks

TheatreWorks Silicon Valley is offering tickets to “They Promised
Her the Moon,” which is being streamed online after the live shows
were canceled.

The curtains are up — online — for a few Palo Alto area
performing arts groups. TheatreWorks Silicon Valley’s northern
California premiere of Laurel
Ollstein’s “They Promised Her
the Moon” is the story of world
record-holding aviator Jerrie
Cobb, who was selected as the
first female astronaut candidate
and fought to fly among the stars.
The well-received production was
forced to shutter a week after beginning performances on March

File photo/Veronica Weber

A

week and a half into the
stay-at-home order that’s
hopefully flattening the
curve of the coronavirus contagion, and the roaring engine of
Silicon Valley has grown eerily
quiet.
Inside our houses and apartments, we wonder: Is anyone
else here? What are other people
doing?
Even those using the technology of video conferencing for work
and schooling are feeling an odd
sense of disconnection and dislocation. The world has shrunk to
fit into the screen of a laptop. Our
full-throated lives have turned
into mere pantomime.
But fortunately, despite the loss
of routine, social contact and freedom to get around, there are still
options for things to do in Palo
Alto other than binge-watching
Netflix and taking the dog for another walk.

Jenny and Perry, the Barron Park donkeys, stand in their pasture in
Bol Park.
4, but a recording of the show can
4 Start something
now be viewed via digital streamgood in your ‘hood.
ing. Tickets start at $15. Go to
theatreworks.org/201920-season/
From Barron Park to Commumoon-livestream.
nity Center to Midtown, residents
If children’s music is what your of Palo Alto are proving that
family is looking for, the Magi- joy can be contagious. Ideas for
cal Bridge Foundation is hosting spreading cheer range from the
concerts and singalongs by a va- simple, like a daily 6 p.m. “wave”
riety of local artists every day at in which neighbors come to their
noon on its Facebook page. On front yards and share smiles and
Saturday, singer/songwriter and greetings from a safe distance, to
educator Andy Zamenes will be the more creative, such as drawing
live in virtual concert. His show, chalk art on streets and sidewalks
plus recorded past performances for others to enjoy. One trending
of other performers, are viewable idea: “bear hunts” or “neighborat facebook.com/MagicalBridge.
hood safaris,” in which stuffed
animals are placed in homes’
front windows for neighborhood
3 Explore the city’s
children to spot when they’re
eLibrary.
out walking. All you need is a
Sure, Mitchell Park, Rincon- willingness to put your idea out
ada and the smaller branch li- there via email, NextDoor.com or
braries are closed, but the city of Facebook. Or even by calling your
Palo Alto’s vast eLibrary is open. neighbors on the phone. Imagine
With your library card, you can that.
check out ebooks, audiobooks,
music and films. How about tak5 Support the local
ing advantage of this down time
economy: Order
to learn a foreign language? Or
takeout or delivery.
use the e-resources to bone up on
Renaissance history or trace your
Remember the restaurant
family’s genealogy. There are also you’ve always wanted to try?
resources accessible to those with- Now might be a good time to get
out a library card, so what are you some of its grub. Restaurants are
waiting for? Go to library.cityof- struggling financially because
paloalto.org/online-resources/ and
find something that interests you.
(continued on page 8)

Magali Gauthier

Magali Gauthier

Dianne Jenett, 72, talks with Sunita de Tourreil, who brought her a bag of groceries
from Whole Foods Market on March 18.

Victor Becerra hands a customer food on the curb outside State of Mind Public House
& Pizzeria in Los Altos on March 17.
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Upfront

10 things
(continued from page 7)

of the mandated closure of their
dining rooms, but they’re trying to keep afloat by offering
dishes for takeout and delivery.
For a map of dining establishments that are awaiting your orders, go to paloaltoonline.com/
restaurants.

Really, there’s no excuse this
spring for ignoring your garden,
whether it be a full backyard or
a patio full of potted flowers.
Gardening has been shown to
provide therapeutic benefits. If
getting fresh plants or gardening
supplies would help you get motivated, SummerWinds Nursery
in south Palo Alto is providing
curbside pickup and home delivery of its goods. Because the
store is closed to in-person shoppers, you need to call in your order (650-493-5136).

7 Volunteer to help
others.
In this time of crisis, those
who are not healthy, financially
well off or surrounded by loved
ones may need assistance because of sudden unemployment
or social isolation. Happily, Palo
Alto’s enterprising residents are

Elizabeth Duncan waters the vegetable plants and roses at the Edith
Johnson Community Garden in 2017.
jumping in to help, and you can
join them. Howard Kushlan of
Professorville started a Google
list for people who are willing
to do things for others like run
errands, walk dogs and get muchneeded medication. Go to tinyurl.
com/helpPA to sign up.
The city of Palo Alto is
also seeking to organize
volunteers and those who need
assistance. See cityofpaloalto.
org/coronavirus for more
information. And if you are able
to give blood, there’s currently a
shortage at the Stanford Blood
Center — and there’s no risk to
your health from donating blood.
Go to stanfordbloodcenter.org.

8 Take in some
visual art — or
make your own.
Now you could press your nose
against the windows of the Palo
Alto Art Center and peer in, but
you’ll see much more by taking
a virtual tour of its recent treethemed exhibit, “Rooted: Trees
in Contemporary Art.” In this
unique show, created in partnership with the nonprofit Canopy,
“artists from around the world use
trees as subject, symbol and medium to illuminate the world around
us,” the Art Center states. The virtual tour, at canopy.org/rooted-exhibit-2020, offers photos, videos

File photo/Veronica Weber

File photo/Veronica Weber

6 Get your hands
dirty by gardening.

Blood donors are needed at the Stanford Blood Center, as the supply
is running low.
and bonus features. For those
wanting to get more hands-on,
artist Sam Price is holding free
virtual collage classes on Fridays
at 11 a.m. It’s for kids and family
members of all ages and can be
found at paacf.org/collage-withsam-price.html.

9 Listen to an
uplifting message.
Faith leaders in the area scrambled to move their weekly services
online after the county’s March 16
order banned all gatherings. As a
result, the inspirational messages
often heard only by those inside the
walls of churches and synagogues
are now online for all to hear. This
past week, the topic was “The Pursuit of Happiness” at Menlo Church
(Menlo.Church/messages), while at
First Presbyterian Church of Palo
Alto, Pastor Bruce Reyes-Chow
discussed the temptations of power
and control during his church’s
livestreaming service (facebook.
com/fpcpaloalto). Congregation
Beth Am of Los Altos Hills held
an online discussion of “Judaism
in times of crisis” (betham.org/virtual), and Rev. Kaloma Smith of the
University AME Zion Church in
Palo Alto spoke on “The Antidote
to Anxiety,” which can be viewed
at facebook.com/universityamez
(special bonus: gospel music with
singers and a band).

10 Spend some screen
time with someone
isolated.
Finally, technology has made
it so that isolation doesn’t have
to equate to loneliness. Through
free apps easily downloadable
onto tablets and laptop computers, including FaceTime, Skype
and Zoom, people can reach out
for conversation. Co-workers
are organizing virtual happy
hours online to stay connected
to each other, and other people
are reaching out to relatives or
friends who live alone to talk
or play games. If you need help
with technology, go to YouTube.
com and search for “How to use
FaceTime” (or Skype or Zoom)
for instructional videos. Or
contact Avenidas senior center,
which offers resources at avenidas.org/programs/avenidaswithout-walls or by calling 650289-5400. Q
What have you been doing
during this stay-at-home
period? Share your ideas and
read others’ on Town Square,
the community discussion forum
at PaloAltoOnline.com/square.
Editor Jocelyn Dong can be
emailed at jdong@paweekly.
com.

File photo/Veronica Weber

Stanford pediatricians, now in your neighborhood
at Peninsula Pediatric Medical Group.

Pastor Kaloma Smith of the University AME Zion Church in Palo
Alto is among the many faith leaders who’ve taken their weekly
services online during the coronavirus shutdown.

Access to Excellence.
genpeds.stanfordchildrens.org
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Design by Doug Young. Photos in upper and middle left
(Stanford Dish and senior with tablet) by Sammy Dallal.

Upfront
INCOME INEQUALITY

The high cost of
sheltering in place
Without work, many families don’t know
how long they can pay their bills
by Lloyd Lee
for Childhood Arrivals (DACA),
of which Romero and Evelin are
recipients.
But Romero’s situation isn’t
an outlier. At Palo Alto’s Buena
Vista Mobile Home Park, Francisca Vazquez, 24, also will need
to take a hard look into her family’s savings to see how long they
can last without any income flowing into the household of six —
her mom, her mom’s husband, a
younger sister who’s home from
San Jose State University, and
her 4-year-old and 3-month-old
siblings.

Magali Gauthier

T

hree days before public
health officials announced
a March 16 stay-at-home
order, Lucero Romero learned
she was out of work. As YMCA’s
after-school program site director at KIPP Valiant Community
Prep School in East Palo Alto,
Romero had her hours reduced to
zero because schools across the
Bay Area announced they were
shutting down.
Soon, the same thing happened
to her mom, who works as a house
cleaner.
“People were canceling, one
house at a time,” Romero, 23, said
on Wednesday. “They would call
her saying, ‘Sorry, but don’t come
right now.’”
Then her dad, who works in
construction, was given notice.
“My dad was unsure of his
job. But then the next week, he
only worked Monday and Tuesday. Tuesday, he came home
and he says, ‘I’m officially, not
working.’”
And, finally, her 20-year-old
sister, Evelin, was told by her employer — the East Palo Alto nonprofit Nuestra Casa — she’d have
to start working fewer hours.
Though the shelter-in-place
order, first implemented by six
Bay Area counties and quickly
followed by the statewide mandate, applies to all Californians,
it has affected families unequally
across the class spectrum. And for
many like Romero, the potential
harm is slowly settling in.
“We have a little bit saved that
we can use,” Romero said. “But
what’s gonna happen when we’re
using the money that we’re supposed to be saving in the future,
if we can’t return to work anytime
soon?”
Living in East Palo Alto with
a family of six, including two
younger siblings — a brother
in eighth grade at Ravenswood
Middle School and a sister who’s
a freshman at East Palo Alto
Academy — Romero’s household
is unlike the traditional nuclear
family where a couple supports
their dependent children.
Ever since she got her first paying job a few years ago, Romero
evenly split the bills with her
family — with Evelin following
suit when she started working at
the nonprofit. Fortunate enough
to be able to rent a two bedroom,
one bathroom, apartment for
$1,500 in a complex where some
families are paying $2,600 for
a similar unit, Romero’s family
has long supported themselves
without significant government
assistance with the exception of
programs such as Deferred Action

Francisca Vazquez is photographed at the home she shares with her
family at Buena Vista Mobile Home Park in Palo Alto on March 26.
Her mother, a floral designer,
and her mother’s partner, a chef
for a Google company, have been
bringing in the income, but they
are unable to work during the
pandemic.
“We’re trying to make do with
what we have,” Vazquez said on
Tuesday. “The first rent is due in

a week or so, so we’re seeing how
much money we have to see if we
can pay the first month’s rent.”
Her predicament is shared by
many vulnerable families, according to Tomas Jimenez, professor of sociology at Stanford
University, who focuses on immigration, social mobility and

racial identity.
“Anytime you have one of
these major events, it not only
highlights the inequality — it
exacerbates it,” Jimenez said.
“The people who are already
teetering on the edge of economic insecurity or even health
insecurity are the ones who are
most affected.”
Romero has experienced severe
financial strain before. When her
father underwent brain surgery
and later slipped into a coma during a time when he was the sole
financial provider, she and her
mom learned how to pull their resources together and survive.
But the COVID-19 crisis has
been an unprecedented hit to
the household. And given that a
timeline for the pandemic doesn’t
exist, families like Romero’s and
Vazquez’s will have a hard time
determining what their long-term
plans should be.
“I literally just found out today
that school closures were going to
(continued on page 17)

Avenidas Still
Supporting Seniors
Although Avenidas has temporarily closed its three facilities
to help contain and mitigate the COVID-19 virus,
seniors and their families can still turn to Avenidas for information,
resources, support, or just a friendly voice!

• Call the Avenidas ….
Friendship Line:
(650) 289-5400
• Email us at …
info@avenidas.org
• Visit our website ...
www.avenidas.org
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Upfront
HEALTH CARE

COVID-19 put her in the hospital. A
clinical-trial drug was her ‘saving grace.’
Palo Alto woman on the road to recovering from the deadly coronavirus
by Sue Dremann
checked right away,” she said this
past weekend while recovering at
home. “The highest fever I had
was 102. It was mostly 100-pointsomething, but it felt like when
you have a very high fever. Your
whole body aches.” She also had
a cough that became increasingly
worse.
When she and her husband returned to their Palo Alto home
from Egypt on March 3, she felt
ill, isolated herself in a bedroom
and didn’t go outside.
Two days later, she sought a
medical evaluation as her symptoms quickly escalated. Doctors
met her in the parking lot at Palo
Alto Medical Foundation’s urgent
care clinic and whisked her into a

room for an exam.
PAMF tested her for all of the
other viruses she could possibly
have contracted, including influenza, but initially she wasn’t tested for COVID-19. After returning
home, with her tests negative for
other viruses, on March 6, they
told her she should be tested for
the disease.
“But it didn’t happen,” she said.
“The government needs to do a
better job to make the test available for people.”
Yeung-Arima, who has marginal asthma, wrote a letter to
her doctor that Monday, March 9,
and insisted they test her for the
virus since she met all of the criteria. The test came back positive.

DON’T RUSH TO FLUSH!
Your toilet and sink are not trash cans.

Flushing these items are a common cause of sewer backups into homes
and streets, and pollution into creeks and the San Francisco Bay.
• Wipes of any kind (even if the label
claims that they are “ﬂushable”)
• Cotton pads or swabs
• Medication
• Diapers
• Kitty litter

• Hair
• Tampons, applicators
or maxi pads
• Toilet roll tubes
• Cigarettes
• Dental ﬂoss

•
•
•
•
•
•

Cleaning chemicals
Paints and pesticides
Fats, oils, or grease (FOG)
Contact lenses
Razors
or any
y other sstuff!

Courtesy Monica Arima

I

t was supposed to be an adventure-filled trip to Egypt,
with the Archaeological Institutes of America, visiting the
ancient ruins and the pyramids.
But on a cruise somewhere between Luxor and Aswan, Monica
Yeung-Arima suspects she and
her husband contracted the COVID-19 virus.
Yeung-Arima, who is in her
60s, and her husband were not
alone. All of their other travel
companions have contracted the
disease, but it took a deeper hit on
her, she said. Yeung-Arima has
underlying health conditions that
put her at high risk, she said.
“People should know and learn
about the symptoms and get

Monica and Adrian Arima
X-rays had also shown she had
pneumonia.
Yeung-Arima and her husband
were sent to Stanford Hospital.
After about six or seven hours,
they were placed in isolation
rooms. Yeung-Arima received
another COVID-19 test, this time
with Stanford Health Care’s new
FDA-approved test kit, which
is processed at the hospital
laboratory.
That test was the “saving
grace,” she said. “They turned it
around in a very impressive 24
hours,” she said.
Her husband was treated and
released after three nights and
continued his recovery in quarantine at home. But Yeung-Arima’s
condition grew worse. She was
coughing all of the time, she said.
Visitors were not allowed. Doctors and nurses came in only when
needed to avoid unnecessary contact. Yeung-Arima said she was
impressed with the level of care
and the precautions they took. Her
care team wore goggles, gloves,
protective hazmat suits and
masks. Each time they left, they
took everything they’d brought
in away. They disinfected every
piece of equipment in a sealed
chamber between her room and

the hall. Doctors, nurses and staff
also removed all of their protective gear in the compartment and
wore new sets each time they entered her room.
Antibiotics and other treatments did not help her get better. Yeung-Arima’s husband is
retired from biopharmaceutical
research company Gilead Sciences Inc. He learned of a small
trial by the Foster City company
using the antiviral drug remdesivir, which was developed to treat
Ebola. Researchers were testing if
remdesivir would help COVID-19
patients.
Yeung-Arima was accepted
into the randomized trial. For five
days, she received intravenous
treatments using the medication.
Three days into her treatment, she
began to feel better, she said. She
finished her last dose on March
19.
She was released from the hospital on March 20 and returned
home with a list of criteria to
monitor. She was instructed to
use a finger oximeter to measure
her blood oxygen level, which
must be at minimum 92% to 93%,
and can’t have a fever. was to remain quarantined until this past
Tuesday.
She still coughs. “My lungs are
not going to recover in one day,”
she said last weekend.
“I’m not recovered completely
and I’m not supposed to go out,
but in spirit, I’m fine,” she said.
She is looking forward to having a desire to eat again, to nourish and heal her body, she said.
“I know I will be back in business after that.”
On March 22, Gilead Sciences
issued a press release stating that
“an overwhelming demand” for
remdesivir has necessitated the
company to work to expand emergency access to the drug, which
it had previously been offering
primarily through clinical trials. Q

Only toi
toilet
ilet paper
pap
per a
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human
waste should be ﬂushed down the toilet.

OUR T EAM IS IN MOT ION FOR YOU
VISIT CLEANBAY.ORG OR CALL
650.329.2122 FOR MORE
INFORMATION.
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Businesses with Adopted Services
during COVID-19
Menlo Park
BUSINESS

PHONE NO.

HOURS

TRANSACTION TYPE

All Spice

650–627–4303

12:45-7:15 p.m.

Takeout

Amicis East Coast Pizzeria

650-329-8888

Sun-Thurs 11:30-9pm, Fri-Sat 11:30am-10:00pm

Takeout and Delivery

Back a Yard

650.323.4244

11 am – 8 pm

Takeout

Bagel Street Cafe

650-328-8809

6am-2pm

Takeout

Bistro Vida

650-462-1686

12:00-8:00pm

Takeout and Delivery

Cafe Del Sol

650-326-2501

11am-230pm, 4pm-930pm

Takeout only

Cafe Zoe

650-322-1926

M-F 7am-1pm, Sat 8am-1pm

Takeout only

Carpaccio

650-322-1211

Tue-Sat 11:30am-2pm

Takeout

Celia's

650-321-8227

11am-8pm

Takeout and Delivery

Chef Kwan's

650-322-4631

M-F 11am-3pm, Sat Sun 11:30am-3pm
Dinner Hours Daily 4pm-930pm

Takeout

Coffeebar Menlo Park

650-666-2626

6:30am-3pm

To go

Cold Stone Creamery

650-325-4500

2pm-9pm

Takeout

Cook's Seafood Retaurant

650-325-0604

11am-8pm

Takeout

Fey Restaurant

650-324-8888

11:30am-2:30pm, 5pm-9:30pm

$40 minimum for delivery

Five Star Pizza

650-326-4100

10:30am- 10pm

Takeout and Delivery

Flea St. Cafe
Galata Bistro

650-854-1226
650-325-7900

T-Sat 2pm-7pm
11am-3pm, 5pm-7pm

Takeout
Takeout

Jeffrey's Hamburgers

650-465-6193

11am-8pm

Delivery via DoorDash

Kyosho Sushi

650-656-8181

Takeout and Delivery

La Stanza Cucina Italiana

650-326-1314

11am- 2:30pm, 5:30pm-9pm
Tue-Fri: 11:30am-2pm, 5pm-9:30pm,
Sat-Sun: 5pm-9pm

Le Boulanger

650-322-5528

7am-4pm

Takeout and Delivery

Left Bank

650-473-6543

4pm-8pm

Takeout and Delivery

Los Gallos Taqueria

650-369-1864

9am-11pm

Takeout only

Lulu's on the Alameda

650-854-8226

Mon-Sat 7am-9pm, Sun 7am-8pm

Takeout and Delivery

Mademoiselle Collette

650-250-2919

8am-4pm

Takeout and Delivery

Mama Coco

650-397-7369

11am-8pm

Takeout

Takeout

McDonalds (El Camino)

650-321-1813

9am-7pm

Takeout and Delivery

Menlo Cafe

650-321-6666

9am-2pm

Takeout and Delivery

Mi Taqueria

650-289-0451

9am-9pm

Takeout and Delivery

Mi Tierra Linda

650-325-8720

8am-9pm

Takeout only

Mountain Mike's

650-694-9898

Sun-Th 11am-9pm, F- Sat 11am-10pm

Takeout and Delivery

Naomi Sushi

650-321-6902

5pm-8pm

Takeout

Octopus Japanese Restaurant

650-600-8794

M-Sat 5pm-9pm

Takeout only

Peet's Coffee

650-325-8989

M-F 5am-4pm, Sat 530am-4pm,
Sun 6am-4pm

Takeout only

Posh Bagel

650-329-8592

7am- 1pm

Takeout and Delivery

Round Table

650-321-6861

Sun-Th 11am-10pm, F-Sat 11am-11pm

Takeout and Delivery

Rubio's

650-326-6691

11am-8pm

Takeout and Delivery

Safeway (525 El Camino Real)

650-847-2901

6am-10pm

Open & Delivery

Safeway (325 S Sharon Park Dr)

650-854-3056

6am-9pm

Open & Delivery

Selby's

650-546-7700

5pm-7:30pm

Takeout and Delivery

Shiok Singapore Kitchen

650-838-9448

M-F 1130am-230pm 530pm-930pm
Sat 530pm-930pm

Takeout only

Soleska Market

650-329-9554

6am-8pm

Open

Squeeze In

650-361-9500

7am-2pm

Takeout

Starbucks (Marsh Manor)

650-839-1860

6am-9pm

Takeout

Subway (santa cruz ave.)

650-330-1692

M-F 9am-7pm, Sat-Sun 10am-5pm

Takeout only

Sultana

650-322-4343

11am-8pm

Takeout and Delivery

The Willow's Market

650-322-0743

6am-8pm

Open

Trader Joe's

650-323-2134

9am-7pm

Open

Own a small business?
Facebook is committed to providing as much support as possible.
Find more information here: facebook.com/business/boost/resource
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A Letter to our Community
In compliance with both local and
state Shelter-in-Place orders, we
are not conducting any personal
showings of our homes for sale and
we have suspended all in-person
real estate activity.
To buyers: We encourage you to continue to shop for properties online. We will
consider any offers that are contingent on personal inspections after in-person activity
is permitted.
To sellers: We are available today to consult with you by phone or video and to take
listings. We can spend this time setting marketing, staging and inspection dates and
be ready to prepare your home for market the moment in-person activity is permitted.
To both buyers and sellers: We’ve had many questions from clients about what the
current crisis might mean for real estate values. Of course, no one can predict the
future with certainty. We have navigated the ups and downs of real estate cycles with
our clients for over three decades and believe that the decision to buy or sell during
uncertain times is a very individual one, based on each person’s unique personal and
financial goals. We are available to speak by phone and share our thoughts and we will
post market updates and opinions on our website www.Dreyfus.Group.
While it is extremely difficult for our business and our clients, we are committed to
complying with the Shelter-in-Place orders as long as they remain in place. The health
and safety of our agents and our community is our highest priority.
— Michael Dreyfus & Noelle Queen

Community means we’re all in this together
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Tour our homes from your home

Italian Villa, Woodside · $28,000,000

1500 Cowper Street, Palo Alto · $24,995,000

Ultimate Silicon Valley Estate, Woodside · $23,000,000

Bates Ranch Vineyard, Gilroy · $14,200,000

447 Westridge Drive, Portola Valley · $10,995,000

2050 Green Oaks Way, Pescadero · $7,500,000

4152 Baker Avenue, Palo Alto · $5,750,000

567 Maybell Avenue, Palo Alto · $5,425,750

Coming Soon

Professorville $3,200,000 · Crescent Park $4,100,000 · Barron Park $4,995,000
Old Palo Alto $7,500,000 · Woodside $23,000,000

www.Dreyfus.Group
#1 AGENT SILICON VALLEY
Michael Dreyfus
Golden Gate Sotheby’s
International Realty
TOP 100 AGENT GROUP
NATIONWIDE
WSJ / Real Trends

Michael Dreyfus

Noelle Queen

650.485.3476

650.427.9211

m.dreyfus@ggsir.com

n.queen@ggsir.com

Lic. #01121795

Lic. #01917593

Visit www.Dreyfus.Group for more
· Each Office is Independently
and Operated.
www.PaloAltoOnline.com
• Palo Owned
Alto Weekly
• March 27, 2020 • Page 13

Upfront

Hospitals
(continued from page 5)

Masks, ventilators
needed
The coming wave of coronavirus patients means hospitals
also are preparing for a shortage
of masks, gowns, respirators and
other critical protective gear for
health care workers.
And they’re asking the public
for help.
So far, hospitals around the
Peninsula aren’t seeing the types
of equipment shortages that are
happening in New York, which

has about 10 times the number of
confirmed COVID-19 cases as
California. But Dr. Sara Cody, the
county’s health officer, said Tuesday that case counts are still rising.
“And we anticipate they will continue to do so,” Cody said. “I want
to say it’s still somewhat difficult
to understand exactly where we
are — the epidemic curve — for a
number of reasons. The cases we’re
identifying now reflect that transmission that was happening in the
community one or two weeks ago.
There is that lag.”
Given the projections, hospital executives, doctors and nurses
throughout the area are bracing
for an explosion in need for N95
other manner specified in the California
Code of Civil Procedure. The court orders
that the documents listed in item 6 be
served by publication at least once per week
for four successive weeks in the following
newspaper: PALO ALTO WEEKLY.
Date: 1/9/20
/s/ ________________
Judicial Officer

995 Fictitious Name
Statement
MR. ELECTRIC OF PALO ALTO
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
File No.: FBN663684
The following person (persons) is (are) doing
business as:
Mr. Electric Of Palo Alto, located at 1814
Armand Dr., Milpitas, CA 95035, Santa Clara
County.
This business is owned by: A Corporation.
The name and residence address of the
registrant(s) is(are):
SAITAMA INC.
1814 Armand Dr.
Milpitas, CA 95035
Registrant began transacting business under
the fictitious business name(s) listed above
on 01/17/2020.
This statement was filed with the County
Clerk-Recorder of Santa Clara County on
February 18, 2020.
(PAW Mar. 13, 20, 27; Apr. 3, 2020)
SUPREME PAINTING AND MORE
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
File No.: FBN664539
The following person (persons) is (are) doing
business as:
Supreme Painting And More, located at 888
McCreery Ave., San Jose, CA 95116, Santa
Clara County.
This business is owned by:
An Individual.
The name and residence address of the
registrant(s) is(are):
HECTOR A. CASTILLO
888 McCreery Ave.
San Jose, CA 95116
Registrant began transacting business under
the fictitious business name(s) listed above
on 03/10/2020.
This statement was filed with the County
Clerk-Recorder of Santa Clara County on
March 10, 2020.
(PAW Mar. 20, 27; Apr. 3, 10, 2020)
RIOS
RIOS CORPORATION
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
File No.: FBN664659
The following person (persons) is (are) doing
business as:
1.) Rios, 2.) Rios Corporation, located at 172
University Ave., Palo Alto, CA 94301, Santa
Clara County.
This business is owned by: A Corporation.
The name and residence address of the
registrant(s) is(are):
ROBOTIK INNOVATIONS, INC.
172 University Ave.
Palo Alto, CA 94301
Registrant began transacting business under
the fictitious business name(s) listed above
on 03/09/2020.
This statement was filed with the County
Clerk-Recorder of Santa Clara County on
March 13, 2020.
(PAW Mar. 27; Apr. 3, 10, 17, 2020)

997 All Other Legals
ORDER FOR PUBLICATION
Case Number: D19-03305
Publication Granted: The court finds that
the respondent cannot be served in any

SUPERIOR COURT OF CALIFORNIA
COUNTY OF CONTRA COSTA
Case No.: D19-03305
DECLARATION IN SUPPORT OF APPLICATION
FOR PUBLICATION OR POSTING OF
SUMMONS
DECLARATION IN SUPPORT OF APPLICATION
FOR PUBLICATION/POSTING
I, KEVIN WOMACK, declare:
I am the Petitioner in this action.
My last contact with Respondent December
of 2012, was as follows:
Since that time I have made a thorough,
systematic and good faith investigation to
determine his/her whereabouts as follows:
I have made reasonable, diligent efforts to
effect service by mail including service at the
Respondent’s last known mailing address
as follows: I tried serve Respondant at last
known address at 8243 Grand Staff Drive,
Sacramento, CA 95823.
I have asked relatives, friends, co-tenants, the
occupants of any real estate involved in the
litigation and others likely to know of the
Respondent’s whereabouts as follows:
I have had contact with any relatives of
respondant since 2003. Any contact infor
to relatives no longer work. Her father’s last
known residence was in Palo Alto.
I have made searches of local, telephone,
and internet-based directories and social
network sites as follows:
I have tried to contact respondant on
facebook and last known address. I got last
known address from background check.
On facebook her last current last address
location was in East Palo Alto.
I have searched the county assessor’s real
and personal property index and the county
recorder’s office for the locale where the
Respondent was last known to have resided,
owned property, or conducted a business
as follows:
Went to Sacramento County Hall of records
to search for Respondant and found that
Respondant had a Domestic Violence case,
however no address.
I have contacted the Respondent’s last
known place of business as follows:
There is no last place of business.
In the alternative, I have obtained the
services of a professional searcher who has
made the necessary investigation. A true and
complete copy of the report prepared by this
investigator is attached hereto.
No Professional searcher. Did a Background
Check online.
To the best of my knowledge, no person or
entity other than as mentioned above knows
or is likely to know the whereabouts of the
Respondent and I know of no other source
from which his/her whereabouts may be
ascertained.
I declare under penalty of perjury under
the laws of the State of California that the
foregoing is true and correct.
Executed on 1/6/2020 at Martinez, California.
Signed: ____________________
Petitioner
(PAW Mar. 13, 20, 27; Apr. 3, 2020)
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masks, gowns and other forms of
“personal protective equipment.”
Palo Alto resident Dr. Enoch
Choi, an emergency care physician at Santa Clara County Valley
Medical Center, said there is growing concern in his San Jose hospital. Like other hospitals throughout
the state, Valley Medical currently
only tests individuals who exhibit
symptoms (fever with a cough or
shortness of breath) and those who
are either homeless, undergoing
chemotherapy or dialysis, or living
in a nursing home or an assistedliving facility — places where the
virus can spread and cause illness.
But that limited testing is expected to change soon. And when
it does, Valley Medical and other
hospitals will need more supplies,
Choi said.
“Once they decide that they have
enough ability to test more people,
then equipment will be consumed
and used more rapidly because we
have to dispose of it each time we
swab someone,” Choi said. “We
expect we’ll quickly exhaust our
supply.”
As the county’s largest hospital,
Valley Medical has been particularly successful in obtaining contributions from the community,
receiving a huge influx of N95
masks, gowns, face shields, sanitizing wipes and other critical supplies, said Chris Wilder, the foundation’s CEO.
“We have roomfuls of equipment
now,” Wilder said. “The whole plan
is to get ready for what may come
in the next week or two.”
Other hospitals throughout the
area are similarly looking to bolster
their supply of personal protective
equipment for the coming fight.
Sutter Health, the parent company of Palo Alto Medical Foundation, has recently put out a call
for donations. Sutter Health has
taken numerous measures to address diminishing availability of
personal protective equipment, a
Sutter spokesperson told the Weekly. This includes moving supplies
around the system to ensure all
facilities have personal protective
equipment and “working to secure
additional PPE from conventional
and unconventional sources, including receiving donations from
the community.”
Sutter is specifically requesting
donations of N95 masks, surgical
masks, procedure masks and paper
masks (with ties or elastic); protective glasses or goggles; isolation
gowns, painters smocks and paper
protective gowns; industrial face
shields; and powered, air-purifying
respirator hoods. Those wishing to

make a donation are asked to call
844-987-6099.
Stanford Health Care also began accepting donations this week,
according to an announcement
on its website. The call for donations came exactly a week after
David Entwistle, president and
CEO of Stanford Health Care, and
Lloyd Minor, dean of medicine
at Stanford Medicine, offered assurances at a web town hall that
Stanford’s medical facilities are
well-equipped.
But last weekend, as the number
of cases in the area sharply rose, the
university put out a call for donations of supplies, including masks,
disinfecting wipes, hand sanitizer,
face shields, eye shields, isolation
or surgical gowns, respirators and
flocked swabs.
Donations can be mailed to Stanford Health Care, 820 Quarry Road
Extension, Palo Alto, CA 94304,
Attention: Supply Donations Center. They can also be delivered inperson to the hospitalís facilities at
550 Broadway St., Redwood City
(open seven days a week from
8 a.m. to 10 a.m. and 3 p.m. to 5
p.m.) and at 1119 E. Stanley Blvd.,
Livermore (open weekdays, 8 a.m.
to 5 p.m.).
El Camino Health — which
states on its website that it is
“currently well-supplied” — has
similarly asked the public to donate gloves, isolation gowns, hard
goggles, disposable eye shields,
shoe covers, nurse caps, germicidal
disinfecting surface wipes, Clorox
disinfecting wipes and masks.
Those wishing to donate are asked
to call 650-940-7154 or email
foundation@elcaminohealth.org.

Businesses step up
Newsom on Monday said the
state would need more than 200
million sets of personal protective equipment — gloves, masks,
gowns and face shields — over
the next three months, after new
modeling projected a larger surge
in the need for hospital beds, staff
and equipment.
Some Bay Area companies
have responded to the call. Apple
CEO Tim Cook tweeted that the
company is donating “millions”
of face masks, and Facebook has
donated nearly three-quarters of a
million face masks and is looking
to find millions more, CEO Mark
Zuckerberg wrote on the social
media site.
“Facebook donated our emergency reserve of 720,000 masks
that we had bought in case the
wildfires (in California) continued.
We’re also working on sourcing

CityView
A round-up

of Palo Alto government action this week

City Council (March 23)

COVID-19: The council heard an update on the cityís response to the
coronavirus public health emergency. Action: None
Business Tax: The council directed staff to stop work on a business tax for the
November 2020 ballot and to instead work on refining the business registry.
Yes: Unanimous
Evictions: The council approved a moratorium on evictions for residential
tenants impacted by the coronavirus pandemic. Yes: Cormack, DuBois, Fine,
Filseth, Kou, Tanaka Recused: Kniss

millions of more to donate,” he
wrote.
Beyond protective gear, hospitals also need respiratory ventilators to treat seriously ill COVID-19
patients. California as a state needs
to find at least 10,000 ventilators,
Newsom said.
Two Bay Area firms are repurposing their factories to help
produce thousands of the specialized devices and are working with
other companies in the process.
Newsom announced last week
that Palo Alto-based Tesla/SpaceX
CEO Elon Musk had promised to
provide 1,200 ventilators and San
Jose-based energy supplier Bloom
Energy is refurbishing another 200
older ventilators from the state’s
stockpile.
Musk delivered 1,000 ventilators
to the state on Monday.
“China has an oversupply, so
we bought 1255 FDA-approved
ResMed, Philips & Medtronic
ventilators on Friday night & airshipped them to LA. If you want a
free ventilator installed, please let
us know!” Musk tweeted on Monday evening.
Musk said he would use supply chains that support Tesla and
SpaceX to help in assembling
the ventilators at the Tesla plant.
He said that he had an extensive
engineering discussion over the
weekend with Minnesota-based
Medtronic, a company that manufactures ventilators.
Musk thanked the Tesla China
team, China Customs Authority
and Los Angeles International Airport for acting swiftly to clear and
deliver the machines.
Fuel cell manufacturer Bloom
Energy said in a statement that it is
using its expertise to refurbish thousands of out-of-service ventilators
in the U.S.
“We are working with state
agencies and customers — many
of which are hospitals and medical device companies — to identify
supplies of unused, out-of-service
ventilators,” the company said.
It is asking for anyone who knows
of organizations with out-of-service
ventilators or who want to partner
with Bloom to email the company
at ventilators@bloomenergy.com.
Community colleges also are
scouring their inventories for ventilators and protective equipment
this week. Six colleges in the Bay
Area have respiratory-therapy
training programs, according to
Brenda Hanning, director of the
respiratory therapy program at
Foothill College in Los Altos Hills.
Foothill has identified 12 ventilators it could loan to hospitals,
some of which are brand new, she
said. Q
Staff writers Sue Dremann
and Gennady Sheyner can be
emailed at sdremann@paweekly.
com and gsheyner@paweekly.
com.

READ MORE ONLINE

PaloAltoOnline.com

For comprehensive coverage of the
Midpeninsula’s response to the new
coronavirus, including how the virus
is affecting public health, residents,
schools, cities, businesses,
nonprofits, arts groups, etc., go to
tinyurl.com/MidpenCorona

Upfront
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BUSINESS

Hotels nearly empty
as the new coronavirus
‘recession’ hits Palo Alto
Business leaders prepare for long recovery as
economic activity grinds to a halt
by Gennady Sheyner

H

ours after Bay Area public health officials ordered
residents to stay at home
for three weeks, Stephanie Wansek made the difficult decision to
shut down the historic Cardinal
Hotel in downtown Palo Alto.
The hotel was struggling even
before the March 16 announcement, with just a handful of rooms
being occupied, said Wansek, the
hotel’s general manager. The big
blow came when Stanford University called off its in-person classes
and told students not to return to
campus for the spring quarter.
What followed was a cascade of
cancellations by people who were
planning to attend conferences and
other events at the university.
“You can see the business was
going and there was no understanding of when the new business will come,” Wansek told the
Weekly. “There’s nobody coming
to the county right now.”
The Cardinal is hardly alone.
Like other Bay Area cities, Palo
Alto has seen its hotel industry screech to a halt earlier this
month, a development that is particularly ominous for a city that
has tethered the funding of its
infrastructure plan to hotel-tax
revenues. Some local hotels, like
the Cardinal and the Garden Court
and Nobu Hotel (formerly known
as The Epiphany), have shut down
entirely. Others remain open but
have seen their levels of occupancy plummet because of the sudden
economic freeze.
John Hutar, CEO of the San Mateo County/Silicon Valley Convention and Visitors Bureau, said the
impact of the pandemic has been
profound for hotels throughout
the region. Normally at this time
of the year, they have occupancy
rates of 80% to 85%. In the past
few days, the highest number he
has heard was 30% and the most
common rate was about 20%.
“I know hotels in the teens and I
know some in single digits,” Hutar
told the Weekly. “I know owners
who may have a few hotels that
are consolidating. They’re saying,
‘Why have three staffs working if
you can put whatever business you
have in one hotel.’”
At the Palo Alto hotels that remain open, occupancy is generally in the single digits, said Judy
Kleinberg, president of the Palo
Alto Chamber of Commerce.
Guests are typically either travelers who can’t get home because of
new restrictions, people who are
getting their homes renovated or
relatives of people staying at local
hospitals.
Large companies began to cancel conferences earlier this month,

launching the downturn of hotel
business. Chamber CEO Charlie
Weidanz pointed to Google’s decision earlier this month to cancel
its annual developer conference,
which was slated to bring about
5,000 people to the area.
“That was just devastating to
many of the hotels,” Weidanz said.

The long road ahead
The hotel industry is hardly the
only business segment feeling the
pinch. The shutdown has left local retail and restaurant industries
reeling, prompting many stores
and restaurants in Palo Alto’s primary commercial districts to shut
down. Some, including Zareen’s,
Subway, Mediterranean Wraps and
Izzy’s Brooklyn Bagels, remained
open on California Avenue as of
late last week but limited their operations to to-go orders, consistent
with the March 16 directive from
public health officials.
During the normally bustling
lunch hour, only a few people
could be seen strolling on California Avenue, with most employees now staying at home and
working remotely.
Given the economic shutdown
and the climate of uncertainty
about its duration, business leaders are bracing for the worst.
Kleinberg said she expects the recovery to take longer than a year
and to be more difficult than the
last recession in 2008.
The fact that the current crisis
presents a “physical danger,” in
addition to the financial danger,
completely changes the dynamics
in the business community and
makes the situation very different from how it was 12 years ago,
Kleinberg said.
“This is an economic crisis. It is
a recession and it may turn into a
Great Recession,” Kleinberg said.
She predicted that even after the
stay-at-home order is lifted, some
businesses simply won’t open again.
“I just heard today of a business on University Avenue whose
corporate office is suggesting
that they won’t reopen. Some of
the smaller businesses will probably not reopen,” Kleinberg said.
“They won’t be able to survive,
either because they are in shutdown or because staff goes away
and they don’t have enough staff.”

A plan for relief
With local businesses struggling, local developer John McNellis has stepped up to launch
what he is calling the “Retail
Marshall Plan” to ease the pain.
McNellis is forgiving rent for

Your Everyday
Farmers Market
Farm Fresh and
Always the Best

66 N. San Antonio Rd., Los Altos • 650-948-0881 • DeMartiniOrchard.com

DON’T PANIC!
WE ARE HERE FOR
YOU!

CORONA VIRUS
STORE HOURS
7:00 AM TO
7:00 PM

WE GET DELIVERIES
DAILY, SOME ITEMS
ARE HARD TO GET,

PLEASE ONLY
SENIORS

BEFORE

BUT FRUITS AND
VEGIES ARE IN STOCK.

9:00 AM

WE ARE LIMITING CHECK OUR STREET SIGNS AVOCADO DELIVERY APP
CUSTOMERS
IS BACK UP AND RUNNING
FOR DAILY SPECIALS FOR DELIVERY ORDERS.
TO BE SAFE.
OPEN DAILY 8 AM- 7 PM • PRICES EFFECTIVE 3/25 thru 3/31

DISPOSE OF
MEDICINE AND
SHARPS SAFELY

Tossing sharps (injection needles) and medicine
in the trash can poison or injure people and
pets. When disposed of down sinks or toilets,
these materials can also cause pharmaceutical
pollution in the San Francisco Bay or injury at
wastewater treatment plants. Bring your waste
to a safe disposal location below!

MEDICINE & SHARPS

MEDICATIONS ONLY
• Palo Alto Police Department

• CVS Pharmacy Locations:

275 Forest Ave, Palo Alto
M-Th: 8am–4pm
(650) 329-2406

2701 Middlefield Rd, Palo Alto
M-F: 8am-9pm, Sat: 10am-6pm,
Sun: 10am-5pm
(650) 330-0132

• Stanford Healthcare Pharmacy

352 University Ave, Palo Alto
M-F: 9am-9pm, Sat & Sun: 10am-6pm
(650) 324-3248

• Household Hazardous Waste Station
2501 Embarcadero Way, Palo Alto
Sat: 9am-11am, First Friday: 3pm-5pm
(650) 496-5910
This location does not accept controlled substances.
Visit cityofpaloalto.org/hazwaste for more information.

875 Blake Wilbur Dr, Palo Alto
M-F: 9am-5:30pm
(650) 736-3800

• Walgreens
300 University Ave, Palo Alto
M-F: 8am-9pm, Sat: 9am-6pm, Sun: 10am-6pm
(650) 326-3404

• Palo Alto Medical Foundation
795 El Camino Real, Palo Alto
Near the Walgreens Pharmacy on Level A
M: 9am–6:30pm, Tu-F: 9am–7pm, Sat: 9am–1pm
(650) 853-6066

Please consolidate pills into one container and leave ointments and liquids in original container.

For additional locations or free
mail-back options, visit cleanbay.org

(continued on page 17)
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WE ARE IN THIS TOGETHER
Limit the Spread
of Coronavirus
Shelter in Place: It
Will Save Lives.
Stay Home If You Are Sick.
If You Must Go Out, Follow
Social Distancing Guidance.

Be Well
Stay Connected, Check on
Your Neighbors, Volunteer
Support Local Businesses
Parks and Open Space
Preserves are Open
Community Resources
are Available

www.cityofpaloalto.org/coronavirus

WE ARE IN THIS TOGETHER

SUPPORT LOCAL BUSINESS
Shelter in Place and
Support Local Businesses.
Local restaurants,
pharmacies and grocery
ƐƚŽƌĞƐĂƌĞƐƟůůŽƉĞŶĂŶĚ
here for you.

For a list of open restaurants, please go to:
www.cityofpaloalto.org/coronavirus
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Upfront

Ordinary people,
extraordinary times
The new normal: Life during the coronavirus crisis
by Lloyd Lee

I

n a span of days, the coronavirus outbreak has created a
new reality along the Midpeninsula: Schools have shut down,

Stanford University students have
been ordered off campus, all
concerts and sports events have
been canceled, tech campuses are

Magali Gauthier

Palo Alto restaurant owner Serkan Karabacak has created a free
and low-cost menu at Tuba for those in need while the stay-athome order is in place over the next few weeks. Karabacak said the
community has helped him, and now he wants to help the community.

Business
(continued from page 15)

the entire month of April for all
mom-and-pop tenants that have
been forced to close, regardless
of their business types or reopening dates.
McNellis, whose properties

Schools
(continued from page 5)

dent of Schools Nancy Magee said
that “working together to address
a virus that respects no boundaries is the right approach.”
Across the six counties, “Education will continue through flexible learning, meals will continue
to be provided and, where possible, child care may be arranged,”
the announcement states.
In Palo Alto Unified, plans

Low income
(continued from page 9)

get extended to May 1,” Romero
said. “Thinking of so many things
and how we’re going to figure this
out — it’s just hard.”
Lauren Griffin, a data manager
at the Stanford Center on Poverty
and Inequality, said that studies
have shown how vulnerable individuals are prone to focus on the
short-term during times of survival.
“That mentality, I think — especially during a global pandemic
— makes a lot of sense,” Griffin
said. “It’s not that there’s not an
ability there or a desire to think

up from his Turkish restaurant at
535 Bryant St. for the duration of
the stay-at-home order. On Tuesdays, Thursdays and Saturdays,
from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m., customers in need can come to Tuba for
a free lunchbox, which will have
rice, hummus and chicken satay.
The offer also applies to his San
Francisco Tuba restaurant at 1550
California St.
Customers won’t have to provide any income statement or
of need.
Serkan Karabacak proof
“They just need to mention what
Restaurant owner
their situation is,” Karabacak said.
On the other days of the week,
For Palo Alto restaurant owner
Serkan Karabacak, shutting down the restaurant offers the same
his business during this crisis is lunchbox, all day, for $5.50.
Karabacak, who also owns the
not an option.
As a small business owner, the Pastis and Cafe Brioche on Calicommunity has always been there fornia Avenue, opened Palo Alto’s
for him, Karabacak explained. Tuba in January 2019, replacing
Tuts Bakery & Cafe.
Now, he wants to do
He also manages a
his part. Instead of
scaling back opera‘Right now, third Tuba location in
tions at his restaurant I’m praying.’ San Francisco’s Nob
Hill neighborhood.
Tuba, Karabacak has
The restaurant ownchosen to keep all of
his employees on the payroll and er said he’s used to challenges. Beis offering discounted and free fore he claimed his humble stake
in the Bay Area food scene, Karameals to those in need.
“People have always come to bacak was a fresh college gradusupport me — we have to help ate from Turkey who arrived here
in 2012 without knowing much
each other,” Karabacak said
Along with offering takeout and English.
He enrolled in a language prodelivery, Karabacak will be serving free meals that can be picked gram, pursued his master’s degree

at DeVry University, and with his
penchant for food and talking to
people, soon decided to venture
into the restaurant business.
“I started in this business as a
waiter at Cafe Brioche,” Karabacak said.
During the pandemic, sales at
his Tuba restaurant in Palo Alto
have fallen about 65% to 70%,
Karabacak said.
“Sales are really down,” he
said. “And (there are) no people. No one can come in. Customers can’t come order in the
restaurant.”
Despite the decrease in sales,
Karabacak refuses to let go any
of the approximately 35 staff
members he employs at his five
restaurants.
“I can’t fire anyone,” he explained. “We’re trying to stay
strong. Right now, it’s time to
support each other.”
Karabacak also is serving donated meals to around 120 seniors at Palo Alto’s Stevenson
House.
How long he can continue his
operations under the financial
strain of the new restrictions is
still uncertain.
“I’m really worried about rent
and my employees,” he said. “I’m
hoping our government will solve
this earlier, but I don’t know.
Right now, I’m praying.” Q

empty and most residents are now
stuck at home under a statewide
stay-at-home order. Life as we
knew it has come to a screeching halt.
As residents adjust to the new
normal over the next few weeks,
the Weekly plans to share personal stories of how ordinary people
are coping during these extraordinary times. This week, we talked
to a local restaurateur.

COMMUNITY

include 428 University Ave. (the
Lululemon building), 180 University Ave. (the West Elm building)
and the Alma Village shopping
center at Alma Street and East
Meadow Drive, among others,
said the economic shutdown has
had a devastating — if uneven
— impact on the retail industry.
While some of the anchor tenants

at his developments — most notably, supermarkets — are doing
great, the small businesses are
struggling.
The plan offers different types
of relief to different types of
businesses. All that are required
to shut down will get a rent-free
April, even if they reopen at the
beginning of the month.

For franchisees of national
companies such as Subway and
7-Eleven, the company is offering
to match, on a dollar-for-dollar
basis, the credits that franchise
owners get from their parent
companies.
McNellis told the Weekly that
since he first announced the
initiative in “The Registry,” an

industry publication, other developers have reached out to him to
ask for details.
“I’ve had a number of people
say that they’re going to do it, but
talk is cheap and free rent costs
money,” McNellis said. Q
Staff Writer Gennady Sheyner
can be emailed at gsheyner@
paweekly.com.

were already underway to expand
the district’s distance learning
program in the event of a longer
closure. Students and families
will receive an update this Friday
on educational offerings for after
spring break, Superintendent Don
Austin said.
Despite the new May 1 timeline,
it will be “increasingly challenging,” Austin said, for campuses to
reopen at all this school year.
“We’d be down to a few weeks
left before the scheduled end
of school,” he told the Weekly

Wednesday. “Reopening will
be much more difficult than
closing.”

On Wednesday afternoon, Palo
Alto Unified announced that all
middle and high school students
will temporarily move to a credit/
no credit grading system for this
semester. Students will accumulate credits without positively or
negatively impacting their grade
point averages — of particular

concern for college-bound seniors and juniors in Palo Alto.
In a message to students and
families, Austin said, “Universities across the country have made
it clear that students will not be
penalized for missing traditional
standardized tests or for posting
credit/no credit transcripts for
this semester.”
Harvard University, as one example, said in a recent message
to high school juniors that pass/
fail grades will not disadvantage
applicants. Students who cannot

submit Advanced Placement exams or SAT subject tests due to
cancellations also will not be disadvantaged, Harvard stated.
Palo Alto Unified’s grading
decision was made with input
from principals, instructional
leads, district administrators and
in consultation with university
admissions officials and Santa
Clara County superintendents,
Austin said. Q
Staff Writer Elena Kadvany
can be emailed at ekadvany@
paweekly.com.

long-term, but it’s just not possible
when you’re focused on surviving.
“And I think that’s part of the
way that we think as Americans
as well. It’s hard to zoom out from
these kinds of individual-level solutions to more long-term structural solutions.”
To mitigate the economic impacts of business closures and the
stay-at-home order, county and
city officials across the state are
implementing temporary policies
that relieve families from some
financial stress caused by layoffs
or furloughs.
On March 23, Palo Alto City
Council passed a law that prohibits landlords from evicting tenants

who’ve been impacted by the
coronavirus, providing residents
120 days to pay off their rent after the city’s state of emergency
is lifted.
“I heard the city’s not gonna
make us pay rent,” Vasquez said.
“But we just got this note from the
new owners of the mobile home
park saying that we have to pay on
time. If anything, it said that if we
had trouble paying it — go talk to
them at the office to see what they
can do to help us out. But we’ll
see how it goes. Hopefully they’re
more understanding.”
On a national scale, U.S. Senate leaders came to an agreement on Wednesday for the final

version of the Coronavirus Aid,
Relief, and Economic Security
Act (or CARES Act), which includes a historic $2 trillion relief
package. Part of the funds will go
toward direct payments of $1,200
to eligible, individual Americans.
However, undocumented immigrants, such as Romero’s parents, would not be eligible, and
it’s unclear if DACA recipients
like Romero are included in the
stimulus bill.
“Everyone’s talking about
whether the government is really
going to help us; is the president
really going to give us the money
that we need?” Romero said.
“I wonder about that, too. Is he

going to forget about us?”
On Wednesday, the Santa
Clara County Public Health Department identified 84 new cases
of the coronavirus, with a total of
459 reported cases and 17 deaths.
In San Mateo, 195 people tested
positive for COVID-19 and five
people have died from the disease as of Thursday, March 26.
“We don’t really know what the
fallout is going to be,” Jimenez
said. “We certainly don’t know
what the fallout is going to be in
terms of people’s physical and
mental health.” Q
Editorial Assistant Lloyd
Lee can be emailed at llee@
paweekly.com.

Schools move to
credit/no credit system
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For more information about these camps visit paloaltoonline.com/camp_connection. To advertise in this weekly directory, call (650) 326-8210.

ACADEMICS

ARTS, CULTURE, OTHER CAMPS

Early Learning
Institute

Palo Alto
Pleasanton

Improve your student’s writing skills this summer at Emerson
School of Palo Alto and Hacienda School of Pleasanton. Courses this
year are Expository Writing, Creative Writing and Presentation Skills.

headsup.org

Emerson: (650) 424-1267
Hacienda: (925) 485-5750

Harker Summer Programs

San Jose

Let’s Go Crafting

Palo Alto

Let’s Go Crafting’s Studio is where your child will have fun while
learning many different fiber related arts. We teach sewing,
knitting, crochet, weaving and jewelry making to children ages
8 to 15 years. AM or PM camps $275/week. Full day camps $550/
week. 5 student minimum for all sessions; 10 student maximum.

letsgocrafting.org

(650) 814-4183

Oshman Family JCC Camps

Palo Alto

The Harker School’s summer programs for children K - grade 12
offer the perfect balance of learning and fun! Programs are led by
dedicated faculty and staff who are experts at combining summer
fun and learning. Strong academics and inspiring enrichment
programs are offered in full day, partial and morning only sessions.

Camps at the OFJCC introduce your child to new experiences
while creating friendships in a fun and safe environment. We work
to build confidence, stretch imaginations and teach new skills.

harker.org/summer

Palo Alto Community
Child Care (PACCC)

(408) 553-5737

i2 Camp at Castilleja School

Palo Alto

i2 Camp offers week-long immersion programs that engage middle
school girls in the fields of science, technology, engineering and
math (STEM). The fun and intimate hands-on activities of the courses
strive to excite and inspire participants about STEM, creating
enthusiasm that will hopefully spill over to their schoolwork and
school choices in future years.

castilleja.org/i2camp

(650) 470-7833

STANFORD EXPLORE: A Lecture Series
on Biomedical Research

Stanford

paloaltojcc.org/Camps

paccc.org

(650) 493-2361

Stanford Jazz Workshop

explore.stanford.edu

explore-series@stanford.edu

stanfordjazz.org

Summer@Stratford

Palo Alto/Bay Area

stratfordschools.com/summer
pa@stratfordschools.com

Castilleja Summer Camp
for Girls Palo Alto

Palo Alto

(650) 269-0423

Palo Alto

Castilleja Summer Camp for Girls Palo Alto Casti Camp offers girls
entering grades 2-6 a range of age-appropriate activities including
athletics, art, science, computers, writing, crafts, cooking, drama
and music classes each day along with weekly field trips. Leadership
program available for girls entering grades 7-9.

castilleja.org/summercamp

Community School of Music

(650) 470-7833

Mountain View

Community School of Music and Arts (CSMA) Mountain View
50+ creative camps for grades K-12! Drawing, Painting, Ceramics,
Sculpture, Musical Theater, Summer Music Workshops and more!
One and two-week sessions; full and half-day enrollment. Extended
care from 8:30am-5:30pm. Financial aid offered.

arts4all.org

(650) 736-0324

TheatreWorks
Silicon Valley

Palo Alto
Atherton

Campers bring their plays to life, make new friends, and practice
collaboration skills at TheatreWorks Silicon Valley’s PlayMakers
Camp (grades K-5). TheatreWorks offers four sessions in Palo
Alto and Atherton from June 8 – July 31. Campers learn acting,
playwriting, movement, and stagecraft from professional teaching
artists from the Tony Award-winning local company.

theatreworks.org/education

Art, cooking, tinkering, yoga and mindfulness. We celebrate
multiple perspectives and recognize the many ways for our children
to interpret their world. Summer Unplugged! is appropriate for ages
6-11 years. Located at Walter Hays School.

artandsoulpa.com

Stanford

World-renowned jazz camps at Stanford. Week-long jazz
immersion programs for middle school musicians (July 6-10),
high school (July 12-17 and July 19-24), and adults (July 26-31). All
instruments and vocals. No jazz experience necessary!

(650) 493-1141

ARTS, CULTURE, OTHER CAMPS
Art and Soul Camp

Palo Alto

PACCC summer camps offer campers, grades 1st to 6th, a wide
variety of engaging opportunities. We are excited to announce
all of your returning favorites: Leaders in Training (L.I.T.), Camp
YOUnique, F.A.M.E. (Fine Arts, Music and Entertainment), J.V.
Sports, Operation: Chef and Chef Jr.! Periodic field trips, special
visitors and many engaging camp activities, songs and skits round
out the variety of offerings at PACCC Summer Camps. Open to
campers from all communities. Register online.

EXPLORE biomedical science at Stanford. Stanford EXPLORE
offers high school students the unique opportunity to learn from
Stanford professors and graduate students about diverse topics
in biomedical science, including bioengineering, neurobiology,
immunology and many others.

Stratford infuses its STEAM (Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts,
and Math) curriculum into an innovative and enriching summer
camp experience. Younger campers learn, explore, and engage
in hands-on learning projects, while Elementary-age students
collaborate to tackle real-world problems by utilizing academic
principles and concepts in a fun and engaging way. At the Middle
School level, individual subject-based enrichment classes are
offered and tailored for each grade level.

(650) 223-8622

(650) 463-7146

ATHLETICS
Dance Connection Palo Alto

Palo Alto

Share the joy of dance with us! Our studio is an extended family
and a “home away from home” for our community of children
and teens. At Dance Connection, we value the positive energy
and atmosphere that we continuously strive to provide. Summer
Dance Camps include all styles of dance for ages 4 and up and
features our new “This is Me!” Empowerment Camp along with
Teen Jazz and Hip Hop Camps. A Summer Session for ages 3 to
adults will be offered from June 8 – July 31.

danceconnectionpaloalto.com/dance-connectionevent-calendar/summer-dance-camps
(650) 852-0418 or (650) 322-7032

Kim Grant Tennis
Summer Camps

Palo Alto
Monterey Bay

Fun and specialized Junior Camps for Mini (3-5), Beginner,
Intermediate, Advanced, High Performance and Elite tennis
levels. Weekly programs designed by Kim Grant to improve player
technique, fitness, agility, mental toughness and all around game.
Weekly camps in Palo Alto and Sleep-Away Camps in Monterey
Bay. SO MUCH FUN!

KimGrantTennis.com

(650) 917-6800 ext. 0
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Text: (650) 690-0678
Call: (650) 752-8061

ATHLETICS
Nike Tennis Camps

Stanford University

Junior Overnight and Day Camps for boys & girls, ages 9-18 offered
throughout June, July and August. Adult Weekend Clinics (June &
Aug). Camps directed by Head Men’s Coach, Paul Goldstein, Head
Women’s Coach, Lele Forood, and Associate Men’s and Women’s
Coaches, Brandon Coupe and Frankie Brennan. Come join the fun
and get better this summer!

ussportscamps.com

(800) NIKE-CAMP
(800) 645-3226

Run for Fun Camps

Bay Area

Run for Fun’s mission is to provide creative and engaging play for
all youth by getting kids active in an inclusive community centered
around outdoor fun! We pride ourselves on hiring an enthusiastic,
highly trained staff who love what they do. Summer 2020 features
four weeks of Adventure Day Camp and two weeks of Overnight
Camp High Five. Adventure Day Camp is a new discovery every
day filled with sports, crafts and nature, including explorations to
Camp Jones Gulch, Capitola Beach, Foothills Park, Shoreline Lake
and Great America. Camp High Five is six days and five nights
of traditional overnight camp mixed with challenge-by-choice
activities, campfires, friendships and lots of laughter.

runforfuncamps.com/summer-camps-and-schoolholiday-camps/camp-overview
(650) 823-5167

Spartans Sports Camp

Mountain View

Spartans Sports Camp offers a wide variety of sports, performing
arts, and academic enrichment camps for kids entering grades 1-9.
Experienced staff ensures everyone has fun. Daily on-site swimming
is offered for all camps. Camps begin June 8th and run weekly
through July 31st at Mountain View High School. The camp is run
by MVHS coaches and student-athletes and all proceeds benefit the
MVHS Athletic Department. Lunch and extended care are available
for your convenience. Flexible cancellation policies.

spartanssportscamp.com

(650) 479-5906

Stanford Athletics & Youth

Stanford

We can’t wait to have you join us this summer at Stanford! We hope
you’re ready for engaged and safety-focused staff, phenomenal
facilities, and innovative programs. We’ll have camps that challenge
your camper’s physical, mental, and social skills in age-appropriate
activities. When your camper registers for Camp Cardinal, they are
a Cardinal Kid for life. Our main camper program is for grades K-6
and then campers graduate to our Counselor-in-Training Program
where they become camp leaders!

campcardinal.org

campcardinal@stanford.edu

Stanford Baseball Camps

Stanford

At Sunken Diamond on the campus of Stanford University. A variety
of camps are offered to benefit a wide range of age groups and
skill sets. Campers will gain instruction in several baseball skills,
fundamentals, team concepts, and game play.

stanfordbaseballcamp.com

Stanford Water Polo Camps

(650) 725-2054

Stanford

New to water polo or have experience, we have a camp for you. Half
day or full day options for boys and girls ages 7 and up. All camps
provide fundamental skills, scrimmages and games.

stanfordwaterpolocamps.com

YMCA of Silicon Valley
Summer Camps

Silicon Valley

At the Y, children and teens of all abilities acquire new skills, make
friends, and feel that they belong. With hundreds of Summer Day
Camps plus Overnight Camps, you will find a camp that’s right for
your family. Sign up today, camps are filling up! Financial assistance
is available.

ymcasv.org/summercamp

(408) 351-6473

Transitions

Pulse

A weekly compendium of vital statistics

Births, marriages and deaths

POLICE CALLS
Joseph Leon Melena
Joseph “Joe” Leon Melena, a
former staff photographer for
the Palo Alto Weekly, died on
March 15 after experiencing
health complications of prostate
cancer. He was 82.
Born Feb. 7, 1938, in Minneapolis, Minnesota, he graduated
from Washburn High School in
1955.
From 1957
to 1959, he
served in the
U.S. Army
Airborne service at Fort
Bragg, North
Carolina. He
then studied
at the University of Minnesota from 1959 to
1963, taking all of the photography classes that he could find.
Between 1964 and 1966, he attended Portland State College,
again taking photography classes
and yearbook assignments.
In 1966, he moved to Menlo
Park and found a photography job at a small newspaper,
The Menlo Atherton Recorder.
There, he met Lynnie, whom he
married in Palo Alto in 1971.
The couple purchased a house
that same year. They had two
children: Sara and Jay Melena.
He later went on to work as
a photographer at the Palo Alto
Times, then the Peninsula Times
Tribune (1971 to 1993), and finally the Palo Alto Weekly, from
which he retired in 2000. He was
a mentor to many young photographers, according to his family.
After retirement, he spent his
time working on building projects around his house and at the
lake house his family owned in
Minnesota. He golfed with the
Palo Alto Seniors Golf Club
for about 10 years and later
spent Sunday mornings removing weeds with other seniors at
Friends of Foothills Park. For
many years, his favorite recreational activity was fishing in

the Bay Area in his rubber Avon
boat. Later, gardening, especially growing tomatoes, was his favorite pastime.
He is survived by his wife,
Lynnie, of Palo Alto; daughter,
Sara Melena of Fort Collins, Colorado; son, Jay Melena of Santa
Cruz; his sister, Rachel Matzke
of Minneapolis, Minnesota; his
brother Charles “Chuck” Melena
of Webster, Wisconsin; and three
grandchildren.

Michael Loran
Palo Alto resident and software engineer Michael Loran
died on Feb. 26 after a brief battle with cancer. He was 60.
Born in Tel Aviv, on May 29,
1960, to Haim and Jeannine Loran, he spent his childhood in
France and Israel with his parents and older sister, Ayala Loran. After graduating from high
school, he served in the Israel
Intelligence Corps of the Israel
Defense Forces corps and remained an avid supporter of the
State of Israel.
In 1982, he came to the U.S.
and later studied computer science at Boston University. There,
he met his future wife, T. Maria
Lam. In 1989, he earned a master’s degree in computer science.
Four years later, he married Maria in Greenwich, Connecticut,

and welcomed
t hei r
son,
Daniel C. Loran, in 1995
and daughter,
Rachel C. Loran, in 2002.
He was a
software engineer during his earlier years, working
with IBM, Philips and Gemstone Systems. At Millennium
Pharmaceuticals, he directed a
bioinformatics program in drug
discovery.
He and his family lived in New
England and New York before
moving to Palo Alto in 2006.
On top of spending time with
his family and traveling, he enjoyed discussing and debating
topical issues with his friends.
“Michael will be remembered
for his sharp mind and quick
wit,” his family wrote.
Predeceased by his sister Ayala Miron, he is survived by his
wife, Maria of Palo Alto; children, Daniel and Rachel of Palo
Alto; his father, Haim Loran, of
Easton, Maryland; mother, Jeannine Loran, of Ramat Gan, Israel; four nephews; a niece; and
a newborn grandniece.
In lieu of flowers, the family
requests contributions to be sent
to the Pancreatic Cancer Action
Network (www.pancan.org). Q

Public Agenda
A preview of Palo Alto government meetings next week

Palo Alto
March 19-March 25
Violence related
Arson . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Assault w/ a deadly weapon. . . . . .1
Battery . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Child abuse. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .4
Domestic violence . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Theft related
Attempted burglary. . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Commercial burglaries . . . . . . . . . .2
Fraud . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Grand theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Petty theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .4
Vehicle related
Auto recovery . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Bicycle theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .6
Driving w/ suspended license. . . . .1
Lost/stolen plates . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Theft from auto . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .5
Vehicle accident/minor injury . . . . .1
Vehicle accident/prop damage. . . .3
Vehicle impound . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Vehicle tampering . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Alcohol or drug related
Driving under influence . . . . . . . . . .2
Miscellaneous
Animal call . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Found property. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .3
Located missing person . . . . . . . . .2
Lost property . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Misc. penal code violation . . . . . . .2
Missing person . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2
Other/misc.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Psychiatric subject . . . . . . . . . . . . .5
Suspicious circumstances . . . . . . .1
Vandalism . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Warrant/other agency . . . . . . . . . . .1

Menlo Park

Theft related
Grand theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2
Petty theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2
Residential burglaries . . . . . . . . . . .1
Vehicle related
Auto recovery . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Auto theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2
Bicycle theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Hit and run . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2
Theft from auto . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Vehicle accident/no injury. . . . . . . .2
Alcohol or drug related
Driving under influence . . . . . . . . . .1
Miscellaneous
Disturbance/annoying phone calls. .1
Located missing person . . . . . . . . .1
Other/misc. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Psychiatric subject . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Suspicious circumstances . . . . . . .1
Vandalism . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1

VIOLENT CRIMES
Palo Alto
Layne Court, 1/26, 9:35 a.m.; child
abuse/neglect.
1079 Moffett Circle, 2/1, 8 p.m.;
child abuse/sexual.
Towle Way, 2/25, 12:53 a.m.; child
abuse/physical.
236 Hamilton Ave., 3/18, 12:33
p.m.; simple battery.
3980 El Camino Real, 3/20, 11:42
p.m.; assault w/ deadly weapon.
Louis Road, 3/20, 11:55 p.m.; arson
structure.
E. Meadow Drive, 3/22, 10:11 p.m.;
domestic violence/battery.

Menlo Park

March 19-March 25
Violence related
Spousal abuse . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1

1100 block Carlton Ave., 3/21, 9:12
a.m.; spousal abuse.

b l o o d c e n t e r. s t a n f o r d . e d u

CITY COUNCIL … The council has no meetings scheduled this week.
BOARD OF EDUCATION … The school board will hear an update on
COVID-19, a report on a new memorandum of understanding with
its teachers union to reflect changing work conditions due to the
coronavirus shutdown, discuss budget assumptions and vote on
conceptual designs for projects at Fletcher Middle School and Palo
Verde Elementary School, among other items. The meeting will begin
at 6:30 p.m. on Tuesday, March 31, at the district office, 25 Churchill
Ave.

We help you make
sure insurance
claims, payments,
and questions are
handled quickly.

Answers to this week’s puzzles, which can be found on page 23.

Serving the community for over 30 years!
CHARLIE PORTER
Farmers® Agency
License # 0773991
671-A Oak Grove Ave, Menlo Park
650-327-1313
cporter2@farmersagent.com
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Spectrum
Editorials, letters and opinions

Message from the Mayor
by Adrian Fine

T

he City of Palo Alto is taking the COVID-19 crisis
very seriously, and I wanted to share some updates,
and a few requests.
Communication is a top priority
and the city has launched both a daily
e-newsletter (visit cityofpaloalto.org/
coronavirus to sign up) and a community support call center. You can call 650272-3181 Monday-Friday, 8:30 a.m.-6
p.m. with any questions or concerns.
Also, please see the city’s ads in
this issue for more details about
service changes and information reAdrian Fine
sources. Don’t forget that the Palo
Alto Weekly is one of our local businesses and needs
your support!
Our City Council meeting this week was hosted via
Zoom, and by our next meeting, the plan is to allow public
comment/engagement online. Every council meeting for
the foreseeable future will have a discussion item about
the ongoing crisis. Email the City Council with your input
on council items as the preferred way to connect during these challenging times. Email us at city.council@
cityofpaloalto.org.
This past Monday, the council passed a moratorium on
residential evictions due to income loss associated with
COVID-19 and we also asked staff to bring back options

A good choice
Editor,
On behalf of the hundreds of
businesses in Palo Alto, we applaud the Palo Alto City Council’s
decision on Monday night, March
23, to postpone indefinitely the
consideration of a proposed business tax intended for the November 2020 ballot.
As leaders of the Chamber of
Commerce, we are gratified that
the City Council and city manager recognized that Palo Alto
businesses of every size are reeling from the impacts of the current health crisis and closure of
all but essential businesses, severely jeopardizing their financial
viability.
With fear of a great recession
looming over our community and
no estimate of when the economy
will recover, the city’s decision
about the proposed tax was a realistic and timely acknowledgement
of the economic crisis in our own
community. This action allows
local businesses to be relieved of
anxiety over a new tax at a time
when so many are laying off staff,
concerned with being able to pay
their rent and payroll, or whether
they’ll even have the financial
ability to reopen when the crisis
abates.
Now our businesses will be able
to focus on survival and recovery,
where their focus and energy need
to be during this challenging time.
Judy Kleinberg and
Charlie Weidanz
Alma Street, Palo Alto

to prevent small-business displacement. Since that time,
the county passed a similar moratorium. We are assessing
this and how it may change our local restrictions.
The council also paused further work on a local business tax and pivoted towards what we can do to support
our local businesses and nonprofits.
On that note: Please support local businesses and restaurants. The Weekly, the Chamber of Commerce and the
City all have pages showing local businesses that are still
open or offering delivery/takeout.

Where could we use your help?
First of all — I am worried about social isolation and
loneliness. Please call your neighbors or talk from a distance on the street. Share online resources. If you know
someone who needs help with food, water or medical care,
please offer your help.
Second — our heroes in scrubs at our local hospitals
are truly on the front lines and need donations of personal
protective equipment (PPE). Each of those organizations
has published guidelines for donations, and I encourage
our community to give as much as we can. There is also
an urgent need for blood supply, so please donate if you
can. Go to the City’s website at www.cityofpaloalto.org/
coronavirus for more ways to help.
Third — our at-risk community of homeless and

From a teen’s
viewpoint
Editor,
Day 8 of shelter in place. I’ve
probably called my friends over
FaceTime at least 25 times and
taken more than my fair share of
midday naps. I’ve become an avid
user of Zoom and learned how to
change my background location,
so I can be exploring Hawaii or
the depths of outer space while
learning.
Our high school currently has
a flexible learning program that
only assigns one hour of work per
class per week; but the workload
is expected to increase over the
next few weeks.
I’m a junior, which means
COVID-19 has given me a wellneeded break from the constant
stresses of school. But it has also
come with a host of other problems that I never realized school
solved. I’ve learned how important school is for interacting with
my friends and that physical interactions just can’t be replaced
with Houseparty or random online drawing games.
My screen time has also increased exponentially, but I try to
take a break when I can by going
on runs or taking hikes with my
family (but always making sure
to comply with social distancing
rules).
I know that this situation isn’t
easy for anyone, and it poses
unique challenges for teens.
For anyone who’s reading this,
some ways you can pass your time

Page 20 • March 27, 2020 • Palo Alto Weekly • www.PaloAltoOnline.com

and reduce stress besides FaceTiming is by watching some puppy
cams (who doesn’t love looking at
adorable puppies!) or by watching
some incredible TEDTalks (they
also have an animated series
which can be fun)!
Stay safe and keep on social
distancing!
Hannah Zhou
Greer Road, Palo Alto

Inconsistent closures
Editor,
On March 21, the city locked
all tennis courts. Yet, the very
next day, I was shocked to see the
farmers market going on California Avenue. I must be missing
something here!
The city says it is worried about
spreading the coronavirus, but
what it chooses to close doesn’t
seem to align with that goal. We
are told we can go out, walk our
dog, bicycle, etc., making sure
to keep 6 feet away from one
another.
A tennis court is 78 feet long.
It is easy to maintain social distancing on the court. However, at
the farmers market, the booths are
tight and it’s impossible to maintain 6 feet distancing. The produce is arranged such that people
end up near one another, yet the
city has no problem with it.
Okay Palo Alto, if you’ve still
got the farmers market open, you
should unlock the courts. Let’s be
fair here.
Lisa Steinback
Creekside Drive, Palo Alto

lower-income residents need our help. Local food banks
like Second Harvest and Catholic Charities are in need of
volunteers and food. Our City website offers ways to help
or to get help.
With our nerves understandably frayed, it is now more
important than ever to practice politeness, kindness and
generosity. It is critical that we all follow county and city
directives to avoid overwhelming our medical system.
While you may not agree with decisions that are designed
to minimize people congregating or touching shared
items, these steps are necessary to stop the spread of the
virus.
We have closed some public areas such as playgrounds
and tennis courts, and the school district has closed its
fields and running tracks. People are cutting padlocks and
knocking down fences to get to these facilities, which is
unacceptable and unhelpful. If you see this behavior happening, please let people know it is not OK.
As a community, we will persevere through this challenge. I have outlined some of the steps the City and other
partners are taking, but it barely scratches the surface of
the efforts underway. That said, everyone — your city
government, your school district, your neighbors, your
employer, your grandparents or your grandchildren — is
depending on you to please stay home, to practice good
hygiene and to support one another.
We are only as safe as we keep each other. Q

WHAT DO YOU THINK?
The Palo Alto Weekly encourages comments on our coverage
or on issues of local interest.

How do you feel about
Palo Alto’s new restrictions
at nature preserves?
Submit letters to the editor of up to 300 words to letters@paweekly.com.
Submit guest opinions of 1,000 words to editor@paweekly.com. Include your
name, address and daytime phone number so we can reach you.
We reserve the right to edit contributions for length, objectionable content,
libel and factual errors known to us. Anonymous letters will generally not be
accepted. Submitting a letter to the editor or guest opinion constitutes a granting
of permission to the Palo Alto Weekly and Embarcadero Media to also publish it
online, including in our online archives and as a post on Town Square.
For more information, contact Editorial Assistant Lloyd Lee at llee@paweekly.
com or 650-223-6526 or Editor Jocelyn Dong at editor@paweekly.com.

Spectrum

Guest Opinions

5 ways to help our community right now
by Sarahi Espinoza-Salamanca, Melanie Bielefeld, Mary Jane Marcus and Barbara Weinstein

I

n these times of “social distancing,” it
can be tempting to turn inwards. But
as members of a community that extends up and down the Peninsula, we urge
our friends and neighbors to look outward
instead.
COVID-19 has shown that when our systems fail the most vulnerable people, the
ripple effects touch everyone in our communities. We are living in a country with no
social safety net, where people who provide
the backbone of our local economies — our
restaurant workers, our pre-school teachers,
our contractors — are not able to withstand
the financial hit by COVID-19. The latter is
particularly true for those who are undocumented and are hesitant to reach out.
So we all must step up, even if that takes
us out of our comfort zones.
Through the Kafenia Peace Collective,
we have seen firsthand what happens when
people reach past the boundaries imposed
on us by geography or government. Our
members come from all over the world and
represent all of the communities of the Midpeninsula region. By building what we call
the “village of all together,” we have learned
some essential lessons about how to support
each other in times of crisis.
The most important step in protecting our

From left: Sarahi Espinoza-Salamanca, Melanie Bielefeld, Mary Jane Marcus and
Barbara Weinstein.
village is staying home and keeping a safe
physical distance from others. But there is
plenty more to be done, even as we shelter at home. Here are five practical things
you can do right now to help support our
community.
1. ALLY. Be an ally to those affected
by COVID-related racism and xenophobia
and those who need extra support. Speak
out when you see injustices happening and
support anti-racist language and behavior in
your interpersonal interactions and on social
media. People who are undocumented need
extra support and resources, as they cannot access most services and are still being
targeted by ICE during the shelter-in-place.
2. SHARE. If you have financial resources to spare, give money to local

organizations that can help with rent. Many
of our neighbors lost their sources of income
and are living in fear that they won’t be able
to pay rent. It’s encouraging that Palo Alto
and Santa Clara County have passed antieviction measures, but that action just gives
people a little more time to pay the same
amount of rent. It doesn’t reduce the amount
of rent that is owed.
3. PAY. Keep paying your gardener, nanny, housekeeper and other domestic workers
for the duration of shelter-in-place, even if
they’re unable to come to work. If you are a
salaried employee, advocate with your employer to cover lost wages due to COVID-19
for all hourly workers.
4. HELP. Check on your neighbors and
offer support if needed. Is anyone living

alone and needing an extra pair of hands?
Is anyone at increased risk from COVID-19
and unable to leave the house? Find out who
is organizing in your area through Nextdoor, or visit our resource guide at the URL
below.
5. LISTEN. Stay connected and offer an
ear to those who might need it. It’s a mentally and emotionally difficult time, and the
technology we are using to stay connected
at home can also provide a social lifeline.
Check in with your friends, even those you
do not necessarily talk to regularly, and
loved ones — including those on social media — to see how people are doing.
We need our village now more than ever.
And these five things will help us stay connected and support those most at risk of falling through the cracks.
You’ll find specific resources for each
action in our Civic Engagement Guide at
kafenia.org. Q
Sarahi, Melanie, Mary Jane and
Barbara are friends and members of
the Kafenia Peace Collective, a network
of diverse cultures working together for
a thriving Peninsula. The authors live in
Palo Alto, East Palo Alto, Los Altos and
Mountain View.

Navigating the storm of child care and school closures during the pandemic
by Peggy Daly Pizzo, Philip A Pizzo and Josh Becker

J

uanita Mesa risked injury, starvation
and even death to walk here from
war-torn Guatemala, determined to
bring up her future children safe from the
threat of murder. Now an early educator, she helps children prepare for school
success.
Amanda Sarnataro, a magna cum laude
graduate of Harvard University, is a highlevel executive in California, parenting
two children while balancing work in the
tech industry.
Although these two women’s circumstances seem different, closures of child
care providers and schools put both women in the same boat, struggling to keep
afloat during a pandemic storm.
California’s governor, Gavin Newsom,
deeply concerned for the health and safety of teachers, children, parents and their
neighbors, took an early lead on closures
and related measures. The governor has
already ordered greater availability of
unemployment, disability, sick leave and
paid family leave insurance. Dedicated
state leaders have worked tirelessly to issue critical guidance about how to apply
for these benefits and to maintain other
services. (See sidebar.) Hungry children
who ordinarily rely on breakfast and lunch
at school and child care sites will still receive food.
Despite these welcome actions, children
(and their parents) will suffer over the next
months.
To support our brave first responders
now, we need safe emergency child care.
Otherwise, we will have a shortage of
doctors, nurses, firefighters and other essential workers who would need to stay
home. Lower wage workers may be forced
to make a frightening choice: leave young

Helpful resources for parents and grandparents
• California’s new provisions for more available unemployment, short
term disability, sick leave and paid family leave. From the California
Employment Development Department: edd.ca.gov/
• Resources for schools and child care — and the families who need
these services. From the California Department of Education: cde.
ca.gov/
• Resources for keeping ourselves and loved ones healthy. From the
California Department of Public Health: cdph.ca.gov/

From left: Peggy Daly Pizzo, Philip A Pizzo and Josh Becker.
children in unsafe situations or risk losing
a job. In the extreme, the end result may
be loss of their children — removed into
foster care — because the parents can’t
provide a safe environment for the children and still pay their rent.
Here are four recommendations for action, to be undertaken with appropriate
fiscal support to state and local public
servants.
First, California should temporarily
waive some eligibility requirements for
the state’s paid family leave program.
We should fund at least 21 days of paid
leave for as many adult family members
as possible to care for children, the sick
and the elderly at home, at 100% wage
replacement.
Second, all the early care and education
workforce, including family child care
educators, need full compensation to prevent the collapse of this essential workforce. California has already extended
emergency funding for state-funded early
care and education services. State leaders
should consider additional steps, recommended, for example, by the Center for
the Study of Child Care Employment at
UC Berkeley.

Third, we must provide safe emergency
child care — centers and family child care
homes — for essential workers. Risks of
transmitting the virus to adults, early educators and children should be minimized.
California can turn to the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention, American Academy of Pediatrics and the UCSF
Child Care Health Program for medical
guidance.
Fourth, given the risks to babies and
persons with compromised immune status, California should also mobilize funds
to pay for home-based child care in one to
one situations by trusted early educators,
friends, neighbors and family members.
The state can use a voucher system, currently managed by child care resource and
referral agencies and other organizations
— with fiscal support to those agencies.
Eligibility requirements should be broad
so that nurses, for example, can qualify for
these vouchers.
COVID-19 is a stark reminder that
crises affecting the large breadth of our
population are never far away. Our children, parents and educators — in sum, our
future — depend on the entire community
to act now. Q

Peggy Daly Pizzo, M.Ed., Ed.M., is the
director of the Early Learning Project at
the Stanford Graduate School of Education. She is a former White House adviser
on early care and education policy. Philip
A. Pizzo, MD, FAAP, is the David and Susan Heckerman Professor of Pediatrics
and of Microbiology and Immunology at
Stanford University. He is the former chair
of the Department of Pediatrics at Harvard
University. Josh Becker, JD, MBA, serves
on the San Mateo County Child Care Partnerships council and is running for election to the California State Senate to represent District 13. These views are those
of the authors and do not represent those
of either the Stanford Graduate School of
Education or Stanford University.

Check out Town Square!
Hundreds of local topics are being
discussed by local residents on Town
Square, a reader forum sponsored by the
Weekly at PaloAltoOnline.com/square.
Post your own comments, ask questions
or just stay up on what people are talking
about around town!
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Home&Real Estate
A weekly guide to home, garden and real estate news

Home Front

CANCELED: GAMBLE GARDEN
SPRING TOUR … Due to ongoing
public health concerns related to
the coronavirus, Palo Alto’s Gamble
Garden announced the cancellation
of its spring garden tour, which
had been scheduled for April
23-25. A March 20 news release
indicated that staff at the nonprofit
public garden canceled the tour
following guidance from federal,
state, county and city agencies.
The release stated that the spring
tour is Gamble’s ‘largest annual
fundraising event and generates
essential revenue for maintaining
Gamble’s garden and facilities.’ The
release also noted that the historic
Gamble House on the grounds of
Gamble Garden, along with the
facility’s restrooms and offices,
are closed until further notice. The
garden remains open to the public,
although some sections of the
garden will be ìclosed periodically
so that staff can work safely,’
according to the Gamble Garden
website. For more information, visit
gamblegarden.org.
ACTERRA 50th ANNIVERSARY
… Local climate action nonprofit
Acterra, which is marking a major
milestone this year, has canceled
the in-person fete for its 50th
anniversary and moved the party
online due to the coronavirus
outbreak. The event will take place
via Zoom on Saturday, March 28,
6 p.m. and will include an online
fundraiser for the organization’s
climate action programs. For more
information and event updates,
visit facebook.com/Acterra/ Q

Local Realtors: Midpeninsula may see some resiliency in housing market despite virus’ short-term impact
by David Goll

T

he worldwide health crisis has upended
predictions and brought the Midpeninsula’s usually robust spring residential real
estate market to a virtual halt.
The COVID-19 pandemic that began late last
year overseas has spread like wildfire across the
globe. With no vaccine nor effective treatment
available, state and local public health officials
have decreed that social distancing — people
remaining at least 6 feet apart — is one of the
major strategies to combat the virus’ fearsome
contagiousness.
As of Thursday afternoon, there were 737
confirmed cases of the illness reported in Santa
Clara and San Mateo counties.
Cases of the illness began to appear in the Bay
Area in late January. By mid-March, local and
state officials ordered residents to stay home
as much as possible and all businesses deemed
“non-essential” to close their doors.
That includes the in-person activities of real
estate agents and their clients.
Midpeninsula agents have acknowledged their
part in the community response to curb expansion of the virus. They expressed mixed feelings
about its long-term impact on the local housing
market, even once the lockdown is lifted.
“We are following the guidelines from local
officials in Santa Clara and San Mateo counties, and from Gov. Newsom,” said Paul Cardus,
CEO of the Cupertino-based Silicon Valley Association of Realtors (SILVAR). “There are no
face-to-face meetings.”
That means no open houses or broker tours.
Several Realtors interviewed for this story said
they would not meet individual clients to show
them properties, or would be reluctant to do so.
Video conferences have replaced face-to-face
meetings within real estate companies, as well.
“With this new, very serious reality, we must
all follow these guidelines very strictly,” said
Brian Chancellor, Realtor in the Palo Alto office of Sereno Group, referring to the socialdistancing protocols ordered first by officials in
six Bay Area counties, then a few days later by
Gov. Gavin Newsom, who declared a statewide
lockdown.
Chancellor said when the lockdown began, he
advocated that all work by contractors to prepare homes for sale be halted, as well. The only
construction work that should continue, he said,
should be projects to build low-cost housing.

Getty Images

NATIVE PLANT DATABASE … If,
with all the extra time at home,
you’re thinking of sprucing up the
garden a bit, now’s your chance
to also give local butterflies and
moths a helping hand. Spend
some time perusing a special
feature of the California Native
Plant Society’s Calscape native
plant database that will help you
choose butterfly and moth host
plants for your garden. Type in an
address or even just a city name,
and you will find information about
which moths and butterflies are
native to that specific area as well
as which native plants support
them best. Explore the database
at calscape.org

Not business as usual, but ...

When the market begins to bounce back,
local real estate agents expect that homes in
the Midpeninsula’s “entry-level” price point,
between roughly $1.5 million and $3 million,
will be the strongest sellers — not unlike the
market before the coronavirus outbreak.
“It’s an extraordinary situation, but we must
all be mindful of the greater societal benefit,”
Chancellor said. “In the meantime, things can
be done in anticipation of a sale. We just can’t
conduct business as usual.”
According to the Silicon Valley Association of
Realtors, county recorder offices can electronically process closing transactions, though delays
should be expected. There are buyers who rely
solely on online photos, videos and communication to purchase property sight unseen. And other players in the real estate process — including
title companies, notaries, general contractors,
inspectors and bankers — have been deemed
essential businesses by state officials.
In addition, the MLSListings board of directors voted March 18 to immediately suspend
counting the number of days on the market for
properties currently up for sale.
The unprecedented health crisis swiftly altered a promising early spring market, according
to Leannah Hunt, also a Sereno Group Realtor
and 32-year veteran of the industry.
“We were already seeing a good start to the
season, with very well-attended open houses
through (March 15),” Hunt said. “Interest rates
are obviously favorable. There are people out
there who need to buy.”
As of March 15, Hunt said there were 55 residential property listings within the city of Palo
Alto — that number has stayed relatively steady
in the second half of March.
For those who do need to buy for such reasons

OUR T EAM IS IN MOT ION FOR YOU

Send notices of news and events related
to real estate, interior design, home
improvement and gardening to Home
Front, Palo Alto Weekly, P.O. Box 1610,
Palo Alto, CA 94302, or email editor@
paweekly.com. Deadline is one week
before publication.

READ MORE ONLINE

PaloAltoOnline.com

There are more real estate features
online. Go to PaloAltoOnline.com/
real_estate.
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as job transfers or expiring leases, the search for
properties will have to move exclusively online
in the interim, she said.
“Video tours can be great,” she said.
The wildly fluctuating stock market of recent
weeks could help fuel a post-lockdown surge of
interest in buying property as a way to provide
a safer financial haven, Hunt said.
And the region’s robust high-tech industry
should continue to generate real estate sales in
the near future, she added.
Optimism for a more robust 2020 market, following a flat 2019, was indeed high in recent
weeks, agreed fellow Realtor Judy Citron of
Menlo Park-based Compass Real Estate.
Priorities have dramatically shifted in a very
short time, as health and safety have suddenly
become paramount.
“This is an extraordinary situation,” Citron
said. “We’re going to have to evolve with it.”
Realtors can model safe behavior for clients
once the market begins to slowly reemerge in a
post-lockdown period.
“It’s really important that we be responsible
citizens,” she said. “A lot of things could change.
Maybe the sale of real estate will just get handled very differently in the future.”
One thing Citron is sure of: No one can predict exactly what the market will be like after
the lockdown is lifted in April, May or June.
But, just like the crises that gripped the region
following the 2008-2009 Great Recession, the
9/11 terrorist attacks or the 1989 Loma Prieta
earthquake, some things remain constant.
“People will still need a roof over their heads,”
she said, “Computers will never replace a knowledgeable, experienced agent.”
And, as before COVID-19 overshadowed everyday life, those agents will be particularly active in the area’s $1.5 million to $3 million entrylevel market, predicted Denise Welsh, based in
Compass’ Los Altos office. Welsh is a 10-year
member of the National Association of Realtors
board of directors.
Welsh said the current situation is worrisome
and unpredictable, but very different from such
recent market shocks as the Great Recession,
when millions of questionable housing loans
contributed to the economic meltdown.
“We have been fine-tuning safeguards to prevent a recurrence,” Welsh said of her work in
conjunction with other members of the National
Association’s board.
The Midpeninsula’s Silicon Valley-fueled
economy, low interest rates that could increase
this fall, and a high percentage of potential buyers who don’t need to sell property to buy could
all help resuscitate the market in late spring or
early summer, she said.
In the meantime, agents and potential buyers need to make the most of their time online
conducting research to prepare for a more conventional market to return, according to Welsh.
Whenever that occurs.
Cardus said up until a couple of weeks ago,
the local market resembled the more robust 2018
period, instead of last year’s slower sales.
“People are now looking at their 401ks and
their stock portfolios with horror,” Cardus said
of the recent stock market collapse. “Property
is looking like a safe harbor. In places like the
Midpeninsula, housing wealth continues to
rise.” Q
David Goll is a freelance writer. He can be
emailed at David.w.goll.gmail.com

Across
1 “Knives Out” sleuth Benoit
6 1/8 of a fluid ounce
10 MTV mainstay Loder who turns 75 soon
14 Jasmine’s pet tiger in “Aladdin”
15 Tabula ___ (blank slate)
16 Abbr. on egg cartons
17 Best effort, slangily
18 Oklahoma town near Vance AFB
19 Benefit of time off
20 Request that’s asking a lot
23 Prefix with laryngologist
24 Fire starter?
25 Bio., chem., or biochem.
28 Overachieving college student’s quest
35 “___ Can Cook” (former cooking show)
36 Bobbing necessities
37 Film segue, perhaps
38 “Neato!”
40 Carrere who sang in “Wayne’s World”
41 New ___, Conn. (home of Yale)
42 ___ O’s (cookie-based cereal)
43 Britton in season 1 of “American Horror
Story”
45 “Able was I ___ I saw Elba”
46 Job for a resident assistant
48 It has teeth but no mouth
49 Do mild exercise
50 Edinburgh cap
52 Something you can’t take up at the mall
59 “Dear ___ Hansen”
61 Military no-show, briefly
62 “CSI” or “NCIS”
63 Seconds, e.g.
64 Jolt, for one
65 Chamillionaire hit parodied by Weird Al
66 Has claim to
67 Bend out of shape
68 “Byzantium” poet

“Indoor Activities” — where everything is in doors.

This week’s SUDOKU

Answers on page 19.

Answers on page 19.

Down
1 Garrett of “Everybody Loves Raymond”
2 Loch : Scottish :: ___ : Spanish
3 In ___ (stuck)
4 “... and Bingo was his ___”
5 “Allowed” time to go off a regimen?
6 Number of e’s in Heidelberg?
7 Tried to get hold of
8 “Oh, right!”
9 Butterfly and Bovary, for two
10 “Seven Samurai” director Akira
11 Password typer, maybe
12 Satnav suggestions
13 Inky artwork

21 “I touched your nose!” sound
22 Energetic spirit
25 Assembly of clergy
26 Capital near the Great Sphinx
27 Conclude from evidence
29 “Oil!” author Sinclair
30 Pancakes sometimes served with caviar
31 Inclined
32 Swing dances
33 Nightly streaming offering from the Met
34 Sign up again for an online subscription
39 “It’s Not Unusual” singer
41 Field involving coats-of-arms
43 Courvoisier and Hennessy, e.g.
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44 Teeniest bit
47 Do a yard job
51 Callender in the frozen food aisle
52 “Well, heck”
53 “Star Wars” series creature
54 Kind of proprietor
55 Attack, like a kitty while you’re trying to
work
56 “Look what I did!”
57 Leave out
58 Also-___ (election conceders)
59 Moody music genre
60 Altar words
©2020 Jonesin’ Crosswords (jonesincrosswords@gmail.com)

PENINSULA

Short Story
Contest

PHOTO

Prizes will be awarded
in each category:

ADULT & YOUTH

CONTEST
DIVISIONS

Adult, Young Adult (15-17)
and Teen (12-14)

SIX CATEGORIES
Humor | Portraits
Travel | Moments | Abstract
The Natural World

LEARN MORE:
paloaltoonline.com/short_story
ENTRY DEADLINE:
April 10, 2020
at 5pm
Sponsored by:

“Seagull Side Eye” by Debbie Cooper
2019 Best In Show

ENTRY DEADLINE

Mar. 30

Information & Registration:
peninsulacontest2020.artcall.org
PRESENTED BY
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Terri Couture

Nancy Goldcamp

650.996.5277
Terri.Couture@cbnorcal.com

DRE#: 01090940

1068 AMARILLO AVE, PALO ALTO $2,198,000

290 RINGWOOD AVE, MENLO PARK $2,588,000

Situated in Palo Alto, this 2 bed, 1 bath sits on a ~6100 sqft lot
HUKMLH[\YLZHIVU\ZVMÄJL

5 Bedroom 3.5 Bath. 2-car gar. Approx. 12,600 sq. ft lot.
Opportunity abounds. Near both Menlo Park and Palo Alto.
Close to parks and schools.

650.400.5800
ncgold24@aol.com
DRE#: 00787851

Ginny Kavanaugh

Ginny Kavanaugh

650.400.8076

650.400.8076

gkavanaugh@camoves.com

gkavanaugh@camoves.com

DRE#: 00884747

DRE#: 00884747

John Kavanaugh
415.377.2924
John.Kavanaugh@cbnorcal.com

DRE# 02058127

20 FOXTAIL, PORTOLA VALLEY $2,995,000

229 GROVE DR, PORTOLA VALLEY $3,995,000

Updated 4-bedroom, 3-bath home in Portola Valley Ranch
community with abundant light and views of coastal mountains.

Wonderful mid-century modern home on a single level with
ILKYVVTZIH[OZWVVSHUKZWHZL[VUÅH[WHYJLS

John Kavanaugh
415.377.2924
John.Kavanaugh@cbnorcal.com

DRE# 02058127

SOLD

Clara Lee
650.752.0707
Clara.Lee@cbnorcal.com
DRE#: 01723333

Gwen Luce
425 KINGSLEY AVE, PALO ALTO $4,998,000

1939 EUCALYPTUS AVE, SAN CARLOS $2,450,000

Explore the opportunities for this large 4 bed 3 bath, 2,912 SF
Professorville home built in 1975 on rare 10,500 SF lot (per
county). Great Palo Alto schools - Addison/Greene/Paly.

 VɈLYZ JSVZLK PU  KH`Z 4HYJO [O  ¸6\Y [O
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SOLD

DRE#: 00951976

DRE#: 00879652

SOLD

Terrie Masuda
650.400.2918
tmasuda@cbnorcal.com

650.566.5543
gluce@cbnorcal.com

Terrie Masuda
1064 CLARK AVE, MOUNTAIN VIEW $2,270,000

320 FERNANDO AVE, PALO ALTO $1,870,000

Ideally located on the Mountain View/Los Altos border this 3
bedroom, 2 bath home has been updated throughout.

This 2 bedroom, 1 bath house is one of the best values in town.
So many possibilities to create your dream home.

Menlo Park

Portola Valley

Palo Alto

650.400.2918
tmasuda@cbnorcal.com
DRE#: 00951976

Los Altos
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