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TOO MAJOR
FOR HOME

TOO MINOR
FOR HOSPITAL

When an injury or illness needs quick attention but not
in the Emergency Department, call Stanford Express
Care. Staffed by doctors, nurses, and physician assistants,
Express Care treats children (6+ months) and adults for:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Respiratory illnesses
Cold and flu
Stomach pain
Fever and headache
Back pain
Cuts and sprains

• UTIs (urinary tract
infections)
• Pregnancy tests
• Flu shots
• Throat cultures

Express Care accepts most insurance and is billed as
a primary care, not emergency care, appointment.
Providing same-day fixes every day, 9:00am to 9:00pm.
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JUST RIGHT
FOR STANFORD
EXPRESS CARE

Express Care is available
at two convenient locations:
Stanford Express Care Palo Alto
Hoover Pavilion
211 Quarry Road, Suite 102
Palo Alto, CA 94304
tel: 650.736.5211
Stanford Express Care San Jose
River View Apartment Homes
52 Skytop Street, Suite 10
San Jose, CA 95134
tel: 669.294.8888
Open Everyday
by Appointment Only
9:00am–9:00pm

Need Something to look
forward to this Spring?
Coming Soon...
Crescent Park

Stately elegance is the
cornerstone of this four
bedroom/three bath residence
situated on an oversized lot
with pool and spa in one of
the City’s most sought after
locations.

Old Palo Alto
Traditional shingle sided
four bedroom home on two
contiguous parcels totaling
over 16,000sf. Add on, or build
new on the adjacent lot for
family compound.
Contact Derk for further
details.

Local Knowledge,
Local Resources,
Global Reach.

Derk Brill

Wall Street Journal “Top Residential Realtors” in America

M: 650.814.0478
Derk@DerkBrill.com
www.DerkBrill.com
License# 01256035
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SUPPORT FOOTHILL & DE ANZA COLLEGES!

High Cost of Living Pricing
Students & Teachers Out
of Our Communities
ENDORSED BY:
The League of
Women Voters
Los Altos – Mountain View
Cupertino – Sunnyvale

Silicon Valley’s high cost of living affects our
colleges’ ability to retain teachers, or help
students who need it.
YES on G & H:

Foothill-De Anza
Faculty Association

Congresswoman Anna Eshoo • State
Senator Jerry Hill • Assemblymember
Marc Berman • Joe Simitian, Santa
Clara County Supervisor • Adrian
Fine, Palo Alto Mayor • Liz Kniss,
Palo Alto City Councilmember •
Alison Cormack, Palo Alto City
Councilmember • Todd Collins,
President, Palo Alto Uniﬁed School
District Board • Shounak Dharap,
Vice President, Palo Alto Uniﬁed
School District Board • Melissa Baten
Caswell, Palo Alto Uniﬁed School
District Board Member • Jennifer
DiBrienza, Palo Alto Uniﬁed School
District Board Member • Ken Dauber,
Palo Alto Uniﬁed School District
Board Member
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✔Maintains affordable, local college education
✔Retains great faculty
✔Supports students facing food/housing
insecurities, hunger and homelessness

TRANSPARENT &
ACCOUNTABLE
For full texts of both measures and Oversight
Committee Reports, visit: fhda.edu/MeasuresGandH

www.YesonGandH.com
@yesongandh2020

@yesongh2020

@yesongandh2020

Paid for by Friends of Foothill-De Anza CCD for Yes on
Measures G & H – FPPC# 1424567. Committee major funding
provided by the Foothill-De Anza Community Colleges
Foundation and Hon. Franklin P. Johnson, Jr.

Upfront

Local news, information and analysis

Auditors face toughest review — their own
City Council’s decision to look to outside
consultants for help sparks criticism
by Gennady Sheyner
oughly two months ago,
before the Palo Alto City
Council’s Feb. 10 vote to
explore the outsourcing of the
city’s auditing operation to a consulting firm, council members
met behind closed doors to consider another issue relating to the

R

small office on City Hall’s seventh floor: a claim filed against
the city by one of the office’s
three remaining employees.
Even though Mayor Adrian
Fine announced “no reportable
action” after the session, three
days later, the city signed off on

a settlement with Yuki Matsuura,
a performance auditor who was
part of a group of auditors who
had complained about how they
had been treated by their former
boss and the city’s last city auditor, Harriet Richardson.
As part of the settlement, the
city paid Matsuura’s attorneys
$56,687, granted her 400 hours
of vacation time and, reversing
her demotion, restored her title
to “senior performance auditor,”

according to the document, which
was obtained by the Weekly.
In exchange, Matsuura agreed
to withdraw a complaint she had
filed against the city with the California Department of Industrial
Relations, wherein she argued that
Richardson had retaliated against
her, according to the settlement.
The complaint was just the latest in a long series of squabbles
that have roiled the Office of the
City Auditor, which the voters

created in 1983 as a way to provide oversight of City Hall. By
the time Richardson left the city
in February 2019, the dysfunction
inside the office was an open secret at City Hall, with employees
filing numerous whistleblower
complaints against Richardson and council members complaining about the office’s low
productivity.
(continued on page 11)

PUBLIC HEALTH

Coroner: Student died
of fentanyl overdose
Drug deaths part of ‘uptick’ in county over
the past year with rise of counterfeit narcotics
by Elena Kadvany

Lloyd Lee

California Rescue Dog Association volunteers Rich Cassens, far left; Groot, his 3-year-old golden
retriever; and Marin County Search and Rescue volunteer Quincy Webster, center (with cap, red
jacket, yellow shirt and boots), found Palo Alto residents Carol Kiparsky and Ian Irwin
in Marin County on Feb. 22, eight days after the couple went missing.

COMMUNITY

Two volunteers, one dog and the story
of a Palo Alto couple’s unlikely rescue
‘We weren’t expecting somebody to yell for help,’ said the K9 handler
by Lloyd Lee, Jamey Padojino and Sue Dremann
ith “Welcome home”
balloons and a “Hip
Hip Hooray” banner
bedecking their porch, Palo
Altans Carol Kiparsky and Ian
Irwin are getting a homecoming like no other, courtesy of
neighbors who feared they’d
never again see their friends
alive.
Missing for more than a
week in the wilderness of Tomales Bay State Park in Marin
County, the couple defied the
odds and were found alive on
Saturday, Feb. 22, by two of the
hundreds of search-and-rescue
workers who’d been urgently
looking for them by air, water
and land.
Kiparsky, 77, and Irwin, 72,
had taken a late-afternoon Valentine’s Day stroll from their
rented cottage in Inverness. But

W

when the sun set, they got lost in
a dense forest of coyote brush,
thorny vines, downed trees
and poison oak that prevented
their repeated attempts to find
their way back. For days, they
survived on only puddled water
and wild fern fronds, their son
Jonas Irwin told the media.
As the days turned into a
week, hopes had dimmed for
their rescue. The searches
spanned 10-12 hours each day,
but rescuers — from the Marin
County Sheriff’s Office to the
U.S. Coast Guard to community volunteers — could find
no leads as to the couple’s
whereabouts.
On Thursday, Feb. 20, the
Sheriff’s Office declared the
search and rescue operation a
“recovery mission.”
Still, 70 members of the

sheriff’s search-and-rescue
team gathered at the Inverness
Fire Department on Saturday,
Feb. 22, to provide any means of
closure they could find for the
Kiparsky and Irwin families.
“We weren’t expecting to see
them alive, but everyone kept
their hopes up,” said Quincy
Webster, 18, a senior at Redwood High School in Larkspur
who found the couple. “Even if it
was going to be a recovery mission, we wanted to find them.”
Webster that morning had
been paired with Rich Cassens of California Rescue Dog
Association and his 3-year-old
golden retriever and search dog,
Groot.
“I’m a K9 handler,” Cassens
said. “I was called in because
(continued on page 10)

Stanford University sophomore found unresponsive in
a campus fraternity house
in January died from an accidental overdose of fentanyl, a powerful
narcotic, the Santa Clara County
Medical Examiner-Coroner’s Office confirmed on Tuesday.
The confirmation comes amid
reports of accidental fentanyl
overdoses on college campuses
across the country and an uptick in
overdoses in Santa Clara County.
Eitan Michael Weiner, the son
of a university professor and Stanford associate vice president, was
found by paramedics inside the
Theta Delta Chi fraternity house
on Jan. 17. The coroner’s office
said his cause of death was fentanyl toxicity and the manner of
death was accidental.
Later that day, the Stanford Department of Public Safety issued
a warning to the campus community about counterfeit prescription pills containing fentanyl that
have been smuggled into the U.S.
from Mexico. The legally required
warning provided information
about fentanyl, including signs and
symptoms of overdose.
In a “critical” message to students in late January, Vice Provost
for Student Affairs Susie Brubaker-Cole shared information from
three administrators about “counterfeit prescription painkillers that
look like Percocet and OxyContin, but contain fentanyl.” Local
law enforcement agencies have
seized a large number of counterfeit 30-milligram Percocet pills
containing fentanyl, wrote Ralph
Castro, associate dean and director of the Office of Alcohol Policy
and Education, Mona Hicks, senior

A

associate vice provost and dean of
students, and Jim Jacobs, associate
vice provost and executive director of Vaden Health Center. (The
university did not make the administrators available for an interview.)
“As many of you know, young
people are dying in record numbers
after consuming drugs containing
fentanyl. We need your help determining how we can keep Stanford
students safe,” they wrote.
Neither the Department of Public Safety nor the administrators’
statement made a connection to
Weiner’s death.
Weiner’s parents, Amir Weiner,
an associate professor of history,
and Julia Erwin-Weiner, an associate vice president for medical
center development and former
senior associate dean for external
relations of Stanford Law School,
did not respond to interview requests for this story.
“We are deeply concerned by
Eitan’s cause of death,” the university said in a statement. “We
are increasing our drug and alcohol prevention and education programs, enhancing screening and
assessment of students who have
engaged in substance abuse, and
working with national experts in
college substance abuse to develop a comprehensive plan to promote and support student health
and well-being.”

More powerful
than morphine

F

entanyl is an opioid drug
that is 80 to 100 times more
powerful than morphine.
(continued on page 12)
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QUOTE OF THE WEEK

If PAPD was in couples
counseling, the therapist would
bust it for deflecting.

—Winter Dellenbach, Barron Park resident, on
police chief’s claim that use of force is very rare.
See story on page 7.

Around Town
HONORING HER WORDS ... After
several years, petitions, student
activism and delays, Stanford
University has installed a plaque
with the words of Chanel Miller
at a campus memorial garden
marking where she was sexually
assaulted by former student
Brock Turner in 2015. The plaque
was installed on Monday, the
university confirmed, with these
words from her famous victim
impact statement: “You took
away my worth, my privacy, my
energy, my time, my safety, my
intimacy, my confidence, my own
voice, until today.” The university
had originally rejected this quote,
a decision Provost Persis Drell
reversed in November following
public pressure. “This is a
contemplative space that seeks
to honor and support survivors of
sexual violence and remind us of
our obligations to the safety and
wellbeing of all in our community,”
reads another plaque that sits
at the entrance to the garden.
Representatives for Miller did not
respond to a request for comment.

SHAKING THINGS UP ... With Palo
Alto in the midst of rethinking its
longstanding system of advisory
commissions, several City Council
members backed away this week
from some of most dramatic
proposals. These include the idea
of splitting apart the Planning and
Transportation Commission (an
idea that was summarily rejected)
and creating two new panels — a
Sustainability Commission and a
Senior Commission — to advise
the council. The ideas came out
of a memo by Councilwoman
Alison Cormack and Vice Mayor
Tom DuBois, an ad hoc committee
leading the effort. While the council
didn’t completely rule out the
new panels, several members
argued that these would be
unnecessary. “We have a hell of
a lot of senior input here. ... I say
that with utmost respect to the
seniors in the community, who
contribute so much. I just had
some hesitation when I saw that,”
Mayor Adrian Fine said of the
proposed Senior Commission
during the Feb. 24 discussion.
Councilwoman Lydia Kou also
noted that many of the issues
pertaining to seniors are already
handled by the Human Relations
Commission. Councilwoman Liz
Kniss saw things differently and

suggested that given the growing
population of seniors throughout
the county, a Senior Commission
might add some value. “The
needs of seniors, the needs for
transportation, the needs for
nutrition — it’s really remarkable,”
Kniss said. A Sustainability
Commission also proved to be
a tough sell. Councilman Eric
Filseth noted that the city has
other panels and departments
— particularly in the Utilities
Department (and the Utilities
Advisory Commission) — dealing
with the subject. The council
directed the ad hoc committee to
scope out what other cities are
doing on these two fields, as well
as to explore creating a single
interviewing period for commission
candidates and disbanding the
Library Advisory Commission, a
direction in line with the ad hoc
committee’s recommendation and
that has been proposed by several
members of the commission itself.
TIMELY ADVICE ... Three Gunn
High School students have won
$1,500 for their video that explains
“Why Attendance Matters,” a
contest run by the Santa Clara
County District Attorney’s Office.
Scott Lee, Deven Pawar and Alex
Li‘s two-minute submission, titled
“The Right Path,” examines what
would lead a high schooler away
from class and the consequences
they face. About 10% of students,
or 25,000, in Santa Clara County
are chronically absent, according
to the office, which announced
the winners on Wednesday. The
group’s clip begins with a boy
leaving a Gunn classroom and
returning home where he plays his
favorite video game. He falls asleep
and wakes up in a dream where
he’s sleeping on the street on top
of newspapers. The teen gets up
and walks downtown, where he
hears people laughing and teasing
him. “I think I remember him from
high school, he kept skipping all
the classes,” a passerby says. The
boy runs into another person who
appears to be homeless and gives
him this message: “I’ve been in the
same situation as you. I was a bad
student and look where I am now.
Go back to school kid, it’s the right
path.” The teen then wakes up,
shaken by what the future could
hold if he continues skipping class,
and returns to school. Watch the
video at bit.ly/3a8iyXi. Q

Upfront
BUSINESS

Palo Alto’s last dive bar
faces uncertain future

Children of Antonio’s Nut House’s late owner take
over but worry landlord wants to sell the property
by Sue Dremann

T

the current Palo Alto commercial
real estate market.
Montooth’s estate emerged from
probate in Santa Clara County Superior Court in late October, according to court records. The bar
passed from his wife, Aloha Montooth, to his children, William
“Jess” Montooth, Ginger Atherton
and Joseph Montooth, a December 2019 filing with the California
Secretary of State shows.
They have “cleaned up” the bar
a bit since taking over, but they
aren’t changing its funky ambiance, Jess Montooth said this
week, which includes pool tables,
a taqueria, a stuffed gorilla in a
cage where patrons can scoop up
peanuts and a giant mural on an
outside wall with scenes from the
bar and a dominating likeness of

Sammy Dallal

hree years after its colorful
owner passed away, Antonio’s Nut House, Palo Alto’s last authentic dive bar, is still
open, but its new owners worry
their landlord might have other
plans for the California Avenue
property.
Ownership of the bar has passed
into the hands of late proprietor
Tony Montooth’s children, according to a posting updating the
establishment’s liquor license. But
the Nut House’s landlord does not
want to renew the lease and has
said he plans to sell the land, one
of Montooth’s sons said.
Now Montooth’s family is exploring strategies to either purchase the land or find another
nearby location, which, they acknowledge, isn’t an easy feat in

General manager Kelley Gorman, who has worked at Antonio’s Nut
House for 20 years, said she is hoping that a well-heeled patron will
step up to save the bar if the landlord decides to sell the California
Avenue property. “We’re a dying breed,” she said.
Tony Montooth.
“The Nut House is the same as
always,” Jess Montooth said by
phone last week.
He’s cautious about the bar’s future, however, having heard from
the landlord, Stanley Gross, that
he doesn’t want to renew the lease
when it’s up in December. In response, the children of Tony Montooth are gearing up to save the
beloved bar — and their father’s
legacy.
“We’ve been here 49 years. We

don’t have the money to try to
make a deal with the owner,” but
they’ll do anything they can to try
to preserve the bar, Jess Montooth
said. “We’re starting a fundraising
campaign to fund possibly buying
the property. We’re looking to our
kids to start a media campaign.”
A longtime patron of the bar
wants to help the family start a
limited liability partnership to
purchase the property, he added.
Nut House manager Kelley
Gorman, who has been there for

20 years and was trained by Tony
Montooth, will remain in charge
of day-to-day operations, Jess
Montooth said. On Wednesday,
Gorman said she also was concerned about the potential sale of
the property.
“There’s been so much change.
It’s inevitable,” she said related to
high costs of property and leases
in Palo Alto.
Three years ago, Gross told the
Weekly that he and the property’s
other owners, through the entity
DH & MA Edwards Co., were
happy having Montooth’s son Jess
and employees run the bar. Gross
said at the time that he hoped
that Antonio’s Nut House could
remain.
“It’s a dive, but it’s the last of its
kind,” he said in July 2017.
He has not returned multiple calls this week requesting
comment.
Gorman is hoping that a wellheeled patron who has frequented the bar will step up. Like the
Montooth children, she would do
anything to save the bar. “We’re a
dying breed. I’ve heard so many
people say ‘You can’t let it go.’” Q
Staff Writer Sue Dremann
can be emailed at sdremann@
paweekly.com.

POLICE

Police chief says use of force is
‘very rare.’ Critics are not convinced.

acing numerous allegations
of excessive force by local
police officers, including
two that were captured on video,
Palo Alto police Chief Robert
Jonsen assured the City Council
on Monday night that such incidents are extremely rare and that
officers who cross the line will be
held accountable.
But while his words appeared to
have mollified council members,
who generally refrained from asking questions about the two highprofile cases, several residents criticized Jonsen and the department
for their failure to take responsibility for the recent episodes. This
includes the February 2018 arrest
at Buena Vista Mobile Home Park,
which involved a police sergeant
slamming a resident named Gustavo Alvarez into a windshield of
a car, and the July 2019 arrest in
front of Happy Donuts, in which
an officer pushed Julio Arevalo
against a spiked railing and then
brought him to the ground, reportedly shattering his orbital
bone in the process and causing a
concussion.
In both cases, the men who were
arrested accused the department
of excessive force. The council approved in November a $572,500
settlement with Alvarez, which
also required a letter of apology
from the sergeant, who had since
retired (in addition, all sworn officers were required to take LBGTQ
sensitivity training). Arevalo filed

F

by Gennady Sheyner
a claim against the department
last fall, seeking $3.85 million
in damages. With the city rejecting his claim, Arevalo’s attorney
Cody Salfen told the Weekly that
he plans to file a lawsuit in federal
court against the department in the
coming months for what he called
a “brutal assault.”
Jonsen emphasized during his
presentation that use of force is extremely rare. The annual report that
the department released this month
notes that of the 2,183 arrests that
Palo Alto officers made in 2019,
force was used in 18 incidents — a
rate of 0.008%.
“I’m not naive to the fact that
we’ve been subject to some very
serious allegations over the past
year,” Jonsen said. “I want to assure
you that I take these allegations
very seriously and misconduct will
not be tolerated.”
Jonsen also said that most of the
incidents that he had reviewed that
included use of force involved individuals who were either under
the influence or resisting arrest. In
77% of these cases, he added, officers relied on physical strength and
did not use any weapons.
“I think our personnel do a phenomenal job in communicating with
the vast majority of individuals that
they have to apprehend to get them
to the back seat without having to
use force at all,” Jonsen said.
Jonsen also highlighted the
downward trend in most violent crimes, with the number of

assaults dipping to its lowest level
since 2015 and the number of commercial and residential burglaries
dropping from 234 in 2018 to 179
in 2019.
While council members thanked
Jonsen for his presentation, Winter
Dellenbach, a Barron Park resident
who led the effort to preserve the
Buena Vista Mobile Home Park,
pushed back against Jonsen’s assertions that use-of-force incidents
are highly unusual. She alluded to
a surveillance video of Arevalo’s
arrest in front of Happy Donuts,
which involved him getting pressed
against the railing and then pinned
to the ground. The arrest in the video, Dellenbach said, “was simply
unreasonable.”
“This minimizing of the seriousness of use-of-force is an undermining signal that signals no improvement is needed,” Dellenbach
said after Jonsen made his presentation. “If PAPD was in couples
counseling, the therapist would
bust it for deflecting and for not
taking ownership and responsibility. ... We cannot get better unless
we get out of denial and can deal
with this in really good faith. And
I don’t think you’re there.”
Jonsen also touted the department’s efforts to improve transparency and accountability, including
its recent purchase of about 60
body cameras for officers and police cruisers equipped with five
cameras. He also cited Palo Alto’s
independent police auditor, the

Veronica Weber

Council mum on recent allegations of excessive force, racism against police officers

The Palo Alto Police Department’s annual report showed that
officers used force in 18 arrests in 2019.
OIG Group, which is charged with we going to release that?’”
reviewing all Taser deployments,
While council members recitizen complaints and administra- frained from asking Jonsen about
tive investigations by the depart- the excessive-force allegations
ment itself. The department, he and the prolonged absence of ponoted, is one of only two in Santa lice audits, they did ask questions
Clara County that uses an auditor about other notable trends, includ(San Jose is the only other city that ing increased traffic enforcement
does so).
in key corridors and an influx of
Last December, however, the car burglaries, which Jonsen said
council changed the rules for inde- is a regional trend.
pendent auditor by expressly preThe department’s annual report
cluding the auditor from looking showed the number of larceny
into incidents involving internal cases, which includes car burglarconflicts within the department. ies, spiking from 1,197 in 2018 to
That decision followed reports of a 1,724 in 2019. That’s nearly twice
2014 incident in which a white of- the number that were reported in
ficer, Capt. Zach Perron, allegedly 2011.
used a racial slur against another
Jonsen said most of these inciofficer, who had since left the de- dents are committed by organized
partment. The auditor, in fact, did groups from outside the area, with
release a single report in 2019.
some coming from as far as Los
While neither Jonsen nor any Angeles. Palo Alto, he noted, is not
of the council members have ad- alone in facing this problem. He
dressed the 2014 incident, Aram cited recent episodes in Mountain
James, a former public attorney View, where there were about 40
and frequent police critic, sug- auto burglaries in a day, and Menlo
gested Monday that the city imple- Park, where there were 12.
mented the change to the auditor’s
“They are very sophisticated,
contract expressly to keep that epi- very quick and they hit different
sode out of the public eye.
neighborhoods, different areas
“He’s talking about transparency very fast ... and they can hit 30 to
tonight,” Aram told the council. 40 cars in a matter of moments,”
“This isn’t transparent. This is five he said. Q
Staff Writer Gennady Sheyner
years of covering up the Perron
scandal. Not one of you have the can be emailed at gsheyner@
guts to say, ‘Hey chief. When are paweekly.com.
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Upfront

News Digest
Financial errors cost Ravenswood $25K

Autopilot steered Tesla into median

A 38-year-old Apple engineer died from a high-speed crash
because his Tesla Model X’s Autopilot driving system steered
the car into a median on Highway 101 in Mountain View in 2018,
federal officials concluded Tuesday, following a two-year inquiry.
The probable cause of the crash, approved by the National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) at the Feb. 25 meeting, lays significant blame on Tesla for shortcomings in the electric car company’s
partially autonomous driving system. But it also points to driver
complacency as a significant factor in the crash — he was likely
playing a video game at the time — along with larger concerns that
car manufacturers are marketing and selling autonomous features
without adequate testing and clear disclosure of the limitations.
The NTSB had blasted Caltrans for failing to repair safety
equipment along Highway 101 that contributed to the severity of
the crash, and found that the driver would have likely survived
the collision if a safety buffer called an “attenuator” had been in
place at the median.
“When all of these combine, we end up with a tragic accident
and one less father that’s coming home to the child he had just
dropped off to school that morning,” said NTSB board chair Robert Sumwalt. Q
—Kevin Forestieri

Schools to replace obsolete textbooks

Since California adopted the new Next Generation Science Standards four years ago, teachers in Palo Alto Unified have made do
with “obsolete” textbooks by using supplemental resources and
their own materials.
An advisory committee is now recommending that the district
approve a new science textbook, Amplify Science, to be rolled out
to all sixth, seventh and eighth graders.
The district convened the middle school science textbook selection advisory committee in 2018 to select curricula to pilot, design
the pilot and then make a recommendation based on the results.
The results, however, were “inconclusive,” according to a staff
report, so the district extended the pilot into fall 2019 and chose
two more curricula to test out. Of the six science textbooks that
EdReports reviewed in its first round of the new middle school science materials, only Amplify Science met expectations for alignment to the state’s science standards.
The committee’s vote to recommend Amplify Science was nearly unanimous, with 11 members voting in support and one person
against it. The new curricula will cost in total about $850,000
over eight years.
The board is set to vote on the recommended science curriculum
at its next meeting in March. Q
—Elena Kadvany
LET’S DISCUSS: Read the latest local news headlines and talk
about the issues at Town Square at PaloAltoOnline.com/square
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After early speed bumps, Palo Alto
steers bike boulevards in a new direction
City Council approves stop signs on to Ross Road-East Meadow intersection,
prepares for more outreach on planned improvements
by Gennady Sheyner
fter a rocky start and a sudden stop, Palo Alto is preparing to resume its ambitious plan to build a network of
bike boulevards, which includes
modifications to the recently added amenities on Ross Road.
The City Council directed staff
on Monday to make a series of
changes to the first phase of the
bike plan, which the city began
implementing in 2017 and which
was abruptly halted in 2018, in the
face of community opposition. By
the time the work stopped, the city
had completed the first five segments of the nine-segment plan,
which focused on Ross Road and
the Amarillo Avenue-Moreno Avenue corridor.
The biggest bone of contention
was the new roundabout on Ross
Road and East Meadow Circle,
which aimed to slow down traffic and create a smoother passage
for bicyclists. While some residents spoke in favor of the traffic
circle, others argued that it makes
the segment more dangerous and
confusing.
On Monday, the council agreed
to take two actions to address what
Mayor Adrian Fine called “one of
the most contentious pieces of
street furniture we have in the entire city.” First, the city will install
two stop signs on East Meadow
Drive. In addition, the city directed its Planning and Transportation
Commission to take a closer look
at this intersection and consider
further changes.
The decision was informed by
recent analysis by the transportation staff, which showed mixed
results. On the one hand, the number of bicyclists on Ross Road had
gone up since the changes were
made, with bicyclists making up
11% of the total traffic volume on
weekdays, compared to 6.7% before the project. At the same time,
there have been four collisions at
the roundabout on East Meadow,
three of which involved bicyclists.
In each case, the collision was
caused by motorists who did not
yield to a vehicle or a bicyclist at
the roundabout, according to staff.
Staff also found that about one
in every 30 bicyclists does not
yield the right-of-way, rides on the
wrong side of the street or goes
in a clockwise direction on the
roundabout, notwithstanding the
street markings directing them to
the counterclockwise direction.
The council largely supported
the recommendations from transportation staff, including the new
stop signs on East Meadow. Staff
also plans to consider installing a speed hump on Ross Road,
just south of Mayview Avenue, in
close proximity to Ramos Park.
Staff also plans to enhance its

A

Sammy Dallal

The Ravenswood City School District will pay just over $24,000
for financial errors uncovered in an annual audit for double-counting students for a federal meal program and exceeding the allowable ratio of administrators to teachers.
Sheldon Chavan of Chavan & Associates in San Jose presented
his firm’s audit findings to the school board on Feb. 13. The board
unanimously accepted the report with no discussion.
Chavan said turnover in district leadership over the last year —
including the departures of the superintendent and chief business
official, who left amid warnings of fiscal insolvency and budget
cuts — delayed the audit and impacted the findings. The audit
also cites personnel cuts and time-strapped staff as contributing
factors. The district’s controller position was unfilled for most of
last year.
The audit found that the district had counted “newcomer” students in the federal child nutrition breakfast program more than
once, mistakenly claiming 3,196 duplicated student breakfasts and
72 duplicated student lunches for reimbursement during the year.
The district must return $5,807 in federal reimbursements and
has taken action in its point of sale software to reject duplicate
claims, according to a staff report.
Ravenswood also will be penalized $18,409 for exceeding the
state’s ratio of administrative employees to teachers.
Ravenswood’s audit report has been filed, as is mandated, with
the San Mateo County Superintendent of Schools, the state Department of Education and the state Controller’s Office.
The Ravenswood City School District did not return requests
for comment. Q
—Elena Kadvany

TRANSPORTATION

A roundabout at Ross Road and East Meadow Drive is the most
contentious element of Palo Alto’s new bike boulevard.
community outreach efforts before implementing the next phase
of improvements, including the
completion of the work that was
approved in 2017. This includes the
extension of the Bryant Street bike
boulevard and new bike amenities
at the Louis Road-Montrose Avenue segment in south Palo Alto.
A future phase of improvements, known as Phase II, focuses
on segments on Maybell Avenue,
Stanford Avenue and Wilkie Way.
The council unanimously
agreed that the city should move
ahead with its bike projects, which
are based on a master plan the city
adopted in 2012. Council members
offered different views, however,
about the best approach toward
improving biking in Palo Alto.
Vice Mayor Tom DuBois pointed
to the mixed results on Ross Road
and questioned whether it’s advisable for the city to encourage bicyclists and drivers to share roads,
as opposed to having dedicated
streets focused on bicycling.
“I don’t think it was an overwhelmingly positive result. ... a
lot of people are saying they don’t
feel safer either in bikes or cars on
Ross Road,” DuBois said.
But Councilwoman Liz Kniss
said part of the problem with
roundabouts is that Palo Alto residents are simply not used to them
yet. Kniss pointed to her home
state of Massachusetts, where
roundabouts are common and
where “someone will let you know
loud and clear” if you fail to yield
to them at a roundabout.
“It’s such a shock when you see
that people watch and look at it
strangely before they realize what
they do,” Kniss said. “I can’t imagine you approach a roundabout
and think of going clockwise.”
Community members also
had a range of opinions about
roundabouts, with some arguing
that the stop signs are unnecessary and counterproductive. At
the same time, the roughly two
dozen bicyclists who spoke at the

meeting had a unified message for
the council: Get on with it!
Paul Goldstein, a member of
the city’s Palo Alto Bicycle Advisory Commission, was one of the
bicyclists who urged the council
Monday to move ahead with the
bike plan.
“We’re at this point where all the
bicycle boulevards have been on
hold because the Ross Road projects has aroused a chorus of community complaints,” Goldstein
said. “I’m not saying all decisions
on the project were ideal, but in
fact bike traffic has increased and
it looks like the only problematic
place from a safety standpoint is
the Ross-East Meadow Circle. We
should take the lessons learned
and move on.”
Art Lieberman, a Barron Park
resident, also supported moving
ahead with bike boulevards but
asked the council to make sure
that the new improvements create a “low stress” environment, as
seen on Bryant Street. By contrast,
the Ross Road bike boulevard often requires bicyclists entering the
roundabout to be closely trailed by
cars traveling at higher speeds.
“The vast majority of adult
riders want to ride on low-stress
streets,” Liberman said.
Councilman Greg Tanaka,
who routinely bikes to meetings,
wholeheartedly agreed and made
the motion to move ahead with the
next phase of bike improvements,
along with enhanced community
outreach for future improvements.
He noted that 80% of the city’s
greenhouse gas emissions come
from transportation and offered
bicycling as an important part of
the solution.
“I think it’s important for us —
not just ourselves but for the sake
of our children and grandchildren
... — to do our part to help the
global warming problem,” Tanaka
said. Q
Staff Writer Gennady Sheyner
can be emailed at gsheyner@
paweekly.com.

1939 EUCALYPTUS AVENUE IN HOWARD PARK, SAN CARLOS
Cross Streets: between Orange and Cordilleras Avenues, off Brittan Avenue

B

eautiful custom remodeled 3 bedroom, 2 bath single story home located on
San Carlos’ famous street of holiday lights, walking distance to Burton Park,
excellent schools and vibrant downtown San Carlos, “The City of Good Living”.

Gwen Luce

OPEN HOUSE THIS SATURDAY AND SUNDAY
FEBRUARY 29 TH AND MARCH 1 ST, 1:00PM - 4:00PM

Global Luxury Specialist
Seniors Real Estate Specialist
Direct Line: (650) 566-5343
gluce@cbnorcal.com
www.gwenluce.com
www.facebook.com/GwenLuceRealEstate
LIC#: 00879652

Offered for $1,939,000
To view Virtual Tour online go to:
www.1939EucalyptusAve.com
For more information: www.gwenluce.com
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Upfront

Rescue
(continued from page 5)

Carol Kiparsky and Ian Irwin, who went missing from their rental cottage in Inverness on Feb. 14, were
found alive eight days later in the wilderness of Tomales Bay State Park by a pair of volunteer rescuers.
when nobody was expecting to
find them alive, much less in such
good condition. This one’s gonna stick with me for a long time
— forever.”

Sons breathe
a sigh of relief

At an impromptu press conference outside of Marin General
Hospital on Saturday evening,
stepbrothers Jonas Irwin and
Jonathan Kiparsky were beyond
relieved to find their parents were
alive and well.
“This is the best possible ending,” said Jonas Irwin, who was
raised in Palo Alto and now lives
in Livermore. “Our parents are
scratched up a little bit, they’re
probably dehydrated, a little bit
of hypothermia, but for the most
part, they’re in reasonably good
health and they’ll probably be out
of the hospital in 24 hours.”
Jonas Irwin was at home when
he received an unexpected text
message from Schneider that said,
“We found them.”
“I’m thinking, initially, ‘Alright
we have bodies and this is better
than nothing,’” Jonas Irwin said.
But when he learned that his parents were alive, he screamed.
“I’m absolutely ecstatic to see
my mother joking with me,” said
Jonathan Kiparsky, who flew out
to the Bay Area from Boston on
Tuesday, Feb. 18, to watch over
the search-and-rescue operations.
“To see Ian, who’s as close as you
can get to a father to me, making
the same old wisecracks — he’s
talking about the old blues song
they were singing, about drinking
muddy water and (falling) asleep
down in a hollow log.”
After their family reunion, the
stepbrothers learned more about
how their parents wound up lost.
“They went out on Valentine’s
Day to look at the sunset and it got
dark,” Jonathan Kiparsky said.
“They took a wrong turn and they
found themselves in trouble and
they kept going.”
He said the two were just on the
other side of a road but blocked
by a thicket.

Images courtesy Marin County Sheriff’s Office.
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Map courtesy California Department of Parks and Recreation.

my dog is certified in locating human remains.”
They were tasked to comb a
drainage area starting from Shallow Beach, a nearly 3-mile drive
from the couple’s rental cottage
on Via De La Vista. There was no
good rationale behind the assigned
location. All the “high priority areas” had already been canvassed,
according to Cassens. They were
looking anywhere else that could
possibly be searched.
The volunteers started at the
beach and, right off the bat, had
to slog through a mud bog, which
Webster sunk into up to his knees
and which painted Groot with
thick mud. After a fruitless search,
the team continued to follow the
drainage and stopped momentarily when confronted by a “wall
of trees,” Webster said. There was
no trail — just a thick tangle of
vegetation.
“If it was clear, it would have
been a 30-minute walk and we’d
be done, but there was no way that
was gonna happen with this density of the brush,” Cassens said.
Instead, Cassens and Webster had to bushwhack their way
through the thicket, using only
their gloved hands and bodies.
Then, shortly before 10 a.m., after
about an hour and a half of maneuvering through foliage, they
heard voices.
“We looked at each other and
thought, ‘That’s kind of odd.’ We
weren’t expecting somebody to be
yelling for help,” Cassens said.
“I thought maybe it was another
team,” Webster said. “Maybe it
was someone else who got lost.
They just sounded so alive and
well.”
Immediately, Cassens signaled
Groot to follow the voice, and
without any consideration of a
careful route, the volunteers hurriedly forced their way through
the vegetation.
“In my mind it was just: ‘I
think we found them. Get down
there and see what kind of condition they’re in. Get them out of
there’ — and adrenaline,” Cassens said. “Once we knew somebody was there, we needed to get
to them and worry about picking

a good route later.”
When the searchers finally
reached Irwin and Kiparsky, the
pair were elated and shocked with
disbelief.
“As soon as they saw us, you
could see their spirits were lifted
and they asked, ‘Are you really
real?’” Cassens said. “We assured
them that we were.”
Webster recalled how grateful they were: “Thank God you
found us. We’re so happy,” they
had said.
Physically, they were beaten up,
Cassens recalled. Their hands and
feet were cut from the brush they
had crawled through, as they later
told their sons. At a press conference, hours after the couple had
been found, Sgt. Brenton Schneider recounted that Irwin had lost a
hearing aid and his glasses, while
Kiparsky had lost her shoes.
To strengthen them, Cassens
and Webster gave them a jacket, a
32-ounce bottle of water, Gatorade
and a few energy bars. From there,
Webster, who was tasked with
communications, climbed about
60 feet up the hill to try to get a
signal on his radio and contact the
nearest search-and-rescue team.
“They asked what ‘plan’ it was,”
Webster recalled, referring to the
codes Plan A and Plan B, meaning
“Dead or alive?” Stunned when
Webster said “Plan B,” searchand-rescue members asked him
multiple times to confirm that it
was in fact the couple and they
were in fact alive.
A helicopter from the Sonoma
County Sheriff’s Office was
called in to extract the couple. Irwin was loaded onto a litter first
and flown about a half-mile to
Pierce Point Road, where he was
attended to by paramedics. Kiparsky followed, leaving an ecstatic
group of search volunteers on the
ground as she was airlifted out.
Irwin and Kiparsky were rushed
in an ambulance to Marin General
Hospital, about 30 miles away.
“This is in a class of its own.
I’ve never been in something quite
as big as this,” said a tired but satisfied Webster, who had helped
look for the couple the previous
Sunday and Monday and also attended an all-day recertification
program for the search-and-rescue
team on Friday.
Cassens agreed: “Especially

Ian Irwin, left, and Carol Kiparsky, right, recover at Marin General
Hospital in Kentfield on Feb. 22 after searchers rescued them.
The two stepbrothers also were
overwhelmed with gratitude for
all the agencies and friends that
offered their support.
“Thank you to everyone, everyone who was thinking about them,
who was searching for them, who
has reached out to me and my
family about them — thank you,”
Jonathan Kiparsky said. “There
are gonna be parties in Palo Alto,
I can tell you that. The town is
gonna light up when they roll in.”

Neighbors rejoice

Neighbors of Carol Kiparsky
and Ian Irwin said they were overjoyed when they learned the couple
were found alive on Saturday.
“This is the best birthday present of my life! This is the greatest
gift,” Connie Jo Cotton said of the
news, which arrived the day before
her birthday. (Cotton is an employee of Embarcadero Media, the parent company of Palo Alto Online.)
Cotton said she has friends who
were part of the rescue effort and
she received a phone call at 10 a.m.
Saturday that the couple was safe.
“I just started crying. It’s a little
overwhelming,” she said. “A few
of us have lived on this block for
10, 20 and 30 years. It was hard
grasping that one of us has fallen

to such a fate.”
Catherine Cohen, another neighbor who frequents the neighborhood gatherings, said she’s known
them for more than 10 years.
“They are a super sweet couple. I
think the only reason they are alive
is their love for each other,” Cohen
added.
On Friday, Feb. 21, before the pair
were found, Cohen spoke to Jonathan Kiparsky, who said the family could use the neighbors’ help in
their garden and at a plot they kept
in the community garden at Eleanor
Pardee Park, she said.
At the time, the family was
thinking about a memorial service,
she said.
When Cohen learned Saturday
morning that the couple were
found alive, she cried.
“It’s been such a long week. It’s
nice to be able to breathe and not
walk past the house and have this
overwhelming feeling of sadness,”
she said.
Cotton said that as connected
as residents on the block are, the
neighbors will be even closer now
after this experience. When Kiparsky and Irwin, who are recovering
from their ordeal in private, come
back home, neighbors plan to have
a big party for them. Q

Upfront

Auditors
(continued from page 5)

Richardson and Matsuura had
been clashing over Matsuura’s
performance appraisals since at
least 2014, a conflict that prompted
Matsuura to file multiple grievances against her boss. At one point,
Richardson demoted Matsuura
from senior performance auditor to
“performance auditor I.” Matsuura
responded by filing the retaliation
complaint with the state.
Matsuura wasn’t the only auditor who was clashing with her
boss. Houman Boussina, another
senior performance auditor, reportedly communicated to the council
in 2015 his own concerns about
Richardson’s leadership. According to a letter Boussina’s attorney
sent to the council last month,
these concerns pertained to Richardson’s delays in reviewing and
approving audit work and her alleged elimination of the office’s
risk-assessment process, which is
used to prioritize certain audits
over others. Richardson’s actions,
Boussina claimed, had created
“risks to the reputation and credibility” of the office.
The accusation was just the latest example of the department’s
tense and toxic atmosphere, which
was fueled by a staffing shortage,
low morale, leadership vacuums
and complaints from staff. Richardson attributed the tension with
employees to disagreements about
how the office should be managed.
She said she only learned about the
employees’ concerns after they had
filed complaints or submitted letters to the council, disparaging her
work.
Another such letter was submitted in August 2018. That letter,
which Boussina alluded to in his
January 2020 letter, focused on
Richardson’s reported “pervasive
misconduct and mismanagement”
and alleged that her audit reports
were “inaccurate and misleading.” Richardson told the Weekly
that she responded to the letter by
providing evidence to the council
indicating that the complaints were
unsubstantiated.
The council has steadfastly supported Richardson. In May 2018,
citing low productivity at the office, the council’s Finance Committee voted to eliminate five of
the department’s six positions,
leaving only the city auditor. After
criticism from the public, including from the city’s former city
auditor Sharon Erickson, the committee reversed course and agreed
to keep the five positions.
Even so, by late 2018, Richardson was preparing for departure.
“It was a very unpleasant place
to come to work,” Richardson
told the Weekly. “When people
are filing complaints against you
constantly, you just reach a point
where you say ‘enough is enough’
and it’s time to leave. That’s why
I decided to retire.” (Richardson
is now the inspector general of
BART.)
Today, the office is down to
three positions and has no leader.
The last person to supervise it was

Don Rhoads, a consultant whose
contract expired last November.
The National Citizens Survey,
which the city auditor has released
every year since 2006 and which
the council has traditionally used
as a basis for setting annual priorities, did not come out this year.
And the office has produced only
two audits in the current fiscal
year, which began on July 1.

A person — or a firm?

hen Richardson left,
few could have predicted that the city
would still be rudderless a year
later. Fewer still could have envisioned the council’s Feb. 10 action, which could wipe out nearly
four decades of precedent.
Since the office came into being
in 1983, there was always an understanding that the city auditor would
be a City Hall employee, said Larry
Klein, a former three-time mayor
who served on the council in the
early 1980s. At the time, Palo Alto
had both a city manager, who ran
the City Hall administration, and a
controller, who handled the budget.
As Klein recalls it, the two didn’t
always see eye-to-eye, and the
council recognized that the budget
process was a mess.
Following the well-established
Palo Alto process, the council created a citizens’ committee to look
into the issue. In May 1983, the
committee issued a series of recommendations, including the delegation of the budget function to
the city manager and the creation
of a city auditor to ensure public
funds are wisely spent. The city
auditor effectively replaced the
city controller and maintained the
latter’s independence from the city
manager.
In November of that year, voters
approved an amendment to the City
Charter to establish the city auditor position. The charter states that
the council shall “appoint the city
manager, clerk, attorney and auditor, who shall serve at its pleasure.”
Klein, who returned to the council in 2005 to serve an additional
two terms, said it has always been
assumed that the city auditor would
be a person, not an outside firm. No
one has ever proposed outsourcing
the function, he said, and the auditor was always hired through the
city’s recruiting process.
Klein said the office serves a
critical function: ensuring that
public funds are spent properly.
“The independent auditor’s very
existence is a disincentive for people to act improperly,” Klein said.
“It’s not just a question of how
many audits you do.”
But on Feb. 10, the council focused its discussion primarily on
the number and quality of audits
that the office has been producing. Numerous council members
cited recent findings by Kevin
W. Harper CPA and Associates,
a consultant whom the city commissioned last year to survey
cities throughout the region and
issue recommendations pertaining to auditing services. Harper
— who also had been hired by the
city in 2016 to investigate allegations against Richardson by her

W

employees — found that Palo Alto
spends more per audit and releases
fewer audits than other cities.
The average audit in Palo Alto
is costing the city $417,000, the
Harper report states, while costs
elsewhere ranged from $78,000
in Fresno to $354,000 in Santa
Clara. The report also noted that
Palo Alto produces 0.7 audits per
full-time-equivalent position, tied
with Oakland for lowest productivity among the surveyed cities.
After citing the Harper study
and the frequent turnover in the
city auditor’s office, Councilman
Eric Filseth said he found the status quo “underwhelming.”
“I worry that if we just do the
same thing we’ve done before,
two years from now we’ll be in
the same spot, which is looking
for someone else,” Filseth said on
Feb. 10.
Councilwoman Liz Kniss, a former Santa Clara County supervisor, also supported adopting the
consultant model — an approach
used by the county, which has
hired the San Francisco-based
firm Harvey M. Rose Associates.
She called the switch a “major decision” but suggested that it could
make the office more effective.
Not everyone was thrilled about
outsourcing the function. Fine
noted that while it may be cheaper
and faster to have an outside contractor, it would also come with
“stark” consequences, including
greater personnel turnover among
consultants, less accessibility to
the public and a steeper learning
curve.
“I think having a staff member
here at City Hall ... brings us a little closer to our citizens, which is
an important auditing function,”
Fine said.
In addition, an in-house auditor may be more familiar with the
city’s operations and personnel.
Consultants can take a long time
to get up to speed, Fine said.
Filseth and Fine also observed
that recent audits (of the city’s
aged animal shelter, glitchy business license tax and occasionally
inaccurate water meters) haven’t
really pertained to “significant
risks” and potential liabilities
that the city may be facing. The
city doesn’t need a $417,000 audit to tell you that the city’s codeenforcement operation is short
staffed, Filseth said, referring to an
2019 review of code enforcement,
which was prompted by a growing
number of residents’ complaints
about zoning violations.
While Fine, Councilwoman
Alison Cormack and Vice Mayor
Tom DuBois all initially said they
prefer having an employee, rather than an outside consultant, in
charge of auditing, they ultimately
joined their colleagues in a unanimous vote that favored outside
firms over an in-house expert. The
vote authorized the mayor to appoint an ad hoc committee to craft
a request for proposals that would
follow the Santa Clara County
model of having an outside consultant provide auditing services.
The council also directed that the
(continued on page 13)

Public Agenda
A preview of Palo Alto government meetings next week
CITY COUNCIL ... The council plans to hear a semiannual update on
capital improvement program projects; extend the bicycle and electric
scooter share pilot program by one year; and review a report on the
Palo Alto History Museum’s fundraising. The meeting will begin at 6 p.m.
on Monday, March 2, at City Hall, 250 Hamilton Ave.
COUNCIL FINANCE COMMITTEE ... The committee plans to review
the preliminary plan for the Junior Museum and Zoo and hear about
preliminary rate changes proposed for the electric, gas, water and
wastewater utilities in fiscal year 2021. The meeting will begin at 7 p.m.
on Tuesday, March 3, in the Community Meeting Room at City Hall, 250
Hamilton Ave.
STATE OF THE CITY ... Mayor Adrian Fine will deliver his “State of the
City” speech at 7 p.m., on Wednesday, March 4, in the El Palo Alto
Room at the Mitchell Park Community Center, 3700 Middlefield Road.
ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW BOARD ... The board plans to discuss
1700 and 1730 Embarcadero Road, a request to make modifications
to a previously approved project that consists of two auto dealerships;
and 180 El Camino Real, a proposal for a 28,714-square-foot building
at Stanford Shopping Center. The meeting will begin at 9 a.m. on
Thursday, March 5, in the Council Chambers at City Hall, 250 Hamilton
Ave.
UTILITIES ADVISORY COMMISSION ... The commission plans to
consider approving the 2021 Water Utility Financial Plan, consider the
preliminary wastewater collection rates for fiscal year 2021, discuss the
planning process for advanced metering infrastructure and consider
amending the Electric Supply Portfolio Carbon Neutral Plan. The
meeting will begin at 7 p.m. on Thursday, March 5, in the Council
Chambers at City Hall, 250 Hamilton Ave.

CityView
A round-up

of Palo Alto government action this week

City Council (Feb. 24)

Bicycling: The council directed staff to move forward with modifications to
the Ross Road bicycle boulevard and to advance its outreach plan for future
phases of bike boulevard construction. Yes: Unanimous
Commissions: The council directed its ad hoc committee on boards and
commissions to continue its work and to consider several changes, including
creation of term limits and disbanding the Library Advisory Commission. Yes:
Unanimous

Board of Education (Feb. 25)

Settlement: The board approved a $1.5 million settlement agreement with a
student who was injured by a potato gun in a classroom experiment. Yes: Baten
Caswell, Collins, Dharap, DiBrienza
Absent: Dauber
CSBA delegate election: The board voted for four candidates for the California
School Boards Association (CSBA) delegate assembly, including Trustee
Melissa Baten Caswell.
Yes: Unanimous
Turf fields: The board authorized staff to award contracts for the replacement
of turf fields at Palo Alto and Gunn high schools.
Yes: Unanimous
Network refresh: The board awarded a $2.8 million contract for wired network
infrastructure refresh to Dasher Technologies,
Yes: Baten Caswell, Collins, Dharap, DiBrienza
Recused: Dauber
Middle school science: The board discussed and expressed support for new
middle school science curriculum. Action: None

Parks and Recreation Commission
(Feb. 25)

Ramos Park: The commission discussed proposed improvements to Ramos
Park, including replacement of playground equipment and construction of a
restroom. Action: None
Community gardens: The commission reviewed the city’s guidelines for
community gardens. Action: None

Planning and Transportation Commission
(Feb. 26)

840 Kipling St.: The commission recommended affirming the planning
director’s determination to approve a variance that would allow construction of
a second story at 840 Kipling St. Yes: Unanimous

LET’S DISCUSS: Read the latest local news headlines and talk
about the issues at Town Square at PaloAltoOnline.com/square
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Upfront

Fentanyl
(continued from page 5)

Exposure to even amounts the
size of crumbs can cause overdose
or death, according to a health advisory issued by the Santa Clara
County Public Health Department in September. The advisory was specifically directed to
schools, after-school programs,
parent and teacher organizations
and other organizations that serve
young adults because two teenagers died from fentanyl overdoses
in the county in 2019.
There were 27 fentanyl-related
deaths in Santa Clara County
in 2019, including the 15- and
16-year-olds, according to the
public health department — and
that number could continue to
rise because some cases from last
year remain open. Some of the
deaths were due to overdoses on
fentanyl alone or in combination
with alcohol or other drugs. Several of the deaths had been linked
to fake pills that are made to look
like 30-milligram oxycodone
prescription pills but contain fentanyl, the county said. There was a
“strong uptick” in fatal overdoses
in August 2019, according to the
county District Attorney’s Narcotics Unit.
“People who took these pills
thinking they were taking oxycodone were unaware that they were
taking lethal doses of fentanyl,”
the county said.
The pills are circular, light blue
to light green in color and have
an “M” inside a square stamped
on one side and a “30” stamped
on the other side, according to the
District Attorney’s Office. They
are called “M30s” or “blues” because of the stamps and color.
Fake pills are not prescribed,
stolen or resold by or from verified pharmaceutical companies,
and there is no connection between their appearance and their
ingredients, Public Health Director Dr. Sara Cody wrote in a September update.
“No one should take a pill that
was not obtained directly from a
pharmacy,” she wrote. “Pills given
by a friend or bought from others
also should not be taken. Doing so

could have deadly consequences.”
Nationally, overdose deaths involving synthetic opioids, which
include fentanyl (though not
methadone), increased almost
47% from 2016 to 2017, according to the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention (CDC).
Reports from law enforcement indicate this increase may be due to
illegally or illicitly made fentanyl:
Seizures of fentanyl increased by
nearly sevenfold from 2012 to
2014, according to the CDC.

Drugs are coming
from Mexico

he Santa Clara County District Attorney’s Office and
multiple law enforcement
agencies across the county have
seized large quantities of fake
30-milligram Percocet pills that
contain fentanyl as their sole active ingredient, according to the
county.
Prosecutions in Santa Clara
County surged in 2019, Brian
Buckelew, supervising deputy
district attorney of the District
Attorney’s Office Narcotics Unit,
said in an email on Tuesday. His
office prosecuted a few dozen
defendants for selling fentanyl
in 2019, and local county law enforcement agencies seized more
than 10,000 fake-pharmaceutical
fentanyl pills in 2019, including in
Palo Alto, he said.
The District Attorney’s Office also conducts fatal overdose
reviews in fentanyl cases to try
to identify supply sources and
criminal liability for those who
sell or furnish to someone who
fatally overdoses. (The San Mateo County District Attorney’s office on Monday sentenced a drug
dealer in a fentanyl overdose case
to three years in county jail and
over three years of mandatory
court supervision.)
The “great majority” of fentanyl-laced pills in Santa Clara
County are manufactured in
Mexico, Buckelew said. His unit
also sees fake Xanax, Valium,
Vicodin and other opiates and
benzodiazepines that contain
fentanyl. Santa Clara County
law enforcement agencies and
the narcotics unit have also seen
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CRIMINAL JUSTICE

Drug dealer sentenced to 6 years
for fatal fentanyl overdose
Woman discovered unconscious at her home
after purchasing the powerful narcotic
by Sue Dremann
man who sold the powerful narcotic fentanyl to
a woman who later died
was sentenced to six years and
eight months of jail time and
court supervision on Monday,
the San Mateo County District
Attorney’s Office said.
Jon Curtis Oxenford, 26, of
East Palo Alto, pleaded no contest to three counts of sale or
transportation of a controlled
substance related to the death of
Alison Catalli, a 32-year-old San
Carlos woman who died from a
fentanyl overdose on Sept. 26,
2018.
Catalli had taken half an oxycontin pill, a strong narcotic, at
11 p.m. the night before her death

A

fentanyl in powder cocaine and
methamphetamine.
The drugs containing fentanyl
are “killing people across the
country in alarming rates,” he
wrote.
The U.S. Drug Enforcement
Administration has told Buckelew
that in a special laboratory that
tests the amount of active ingredients in fake drugs, 26% of pills
come back positive for fentanyl in
fatal dosages — more than 2 milligrams of fentanyl per pill.
The DA’s Office is also working with the Public Health Department and other agencies to
create a rapid response team for
the issue. The county also joined
a statewide initiative by the California Health Care Foundation,
which formed the California
Opioid Safety Network, to address the problem. In 2015, the
county started the Santa Clara
County Opioid Overdose Prevention Project to improve strategies

and borrowed $20 from her roommate to purchase more drugs, according to the District Attorney’s
Office. The roommate took her to
Oxenford’s apartment to purchase
fentanyl, a strong synthetic opioid
that is 80 to 100 times stronger
than morphine, according to the
U.S. Drug Enforcement Agency.
The roommate found Catalli unconscious at her home the next
morning. The San Mateo County
Coroner’s Office determined the
cause of death was an overdose
of fentanyl and venlafaxine, an
antidepressant.
The roommate took police
to Oxenford’s apartment in the
1900 block of Cooley Avenue
near Woodland Avenue in East
for prevention, treatment and education related to opioid abuse.
Signs and symptoms of fentanyl overdose may include nodding
off, falling asleep in class, droopy
eyes, pinpoint pupils, appearing
“zoned out,” barely being able to
stay awake and constipation, the
county said. A person who has
these symptoms from stress or
sleep deprivation will be able to
wake up, the county said, while
a person who has overdosed will
not.
Naloxone, which is also known
by its brand name, Narcan, can
reverse the effects of an opioid
overdose. The state allows pharmacists to prescribe naloxone
without a prescription and pharmacists are required to provide
counseling and education for
anyone trying to obtain naloxone.
First responders serving Stanford
also carry Narcan.
The Santa Clara County Opioid
Overdose Prevention Project also
offers free naloxone training and
kits every Friday from 1 to 2 p.m.
at three locations:
• Central Valley Clinic, 2425
Enborg Lane, San Jose.
• Alexian Health Clinic, 2101
Alexian Drive, Suite B, San Jose.
• South County Clinic, 90 Highland Ave., Building J, San Martin.

Stanford: Community
is ‘at-risk’

Magali Gauthier

A student died from a fentanyl overdose at the Theta Delta Chi fraternity house on Stanford campus in January.
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Earlier this month, Stanford’s
undergraduate student government considered but ultimately
tabled a resolution asking the
university to put Narcan kits in
student residences, which some
colleges across the country have
started to do in response to the
opioid epidemic.
Stanford has directed students
to drop counterfeit drugs off,
with no questions asked, at public

Palo Alto where Catalli had
purchased the drugs. A search
warrant of Catalli’s phone uncovered numerous text messages
with Oxenford for drug sales, including an agreement to meet to
purchase drugs the night before
she died. Catalli had a fentanyl
overdose four months prior to her
death but was revived and hospitalized, the District Attorney’s
office said.
San Mateo County Superior
Court Judge Susan L. Greenberg
sentenced Oxenford to three
years in county jail and three
years and eight months of mandatory court supervision. He received 824 days credit for time
served. Q
disposal locations for controlled
substances that can be found
through this link. (Stanford’s ZIP
Code is 94305.)
University leadership warned
students against using test strips
to check for fentanyl in drugs.
“These tests won’t tell you how
much nor how strong the fentanyl
is. Even worse: The testing process can result in enough fentanyl
absorption to hurt or kill someone,” the administrators wrote in
January.
“Our community continues to
be at-risk for acute alcohol and
drug related harms,” they said.
“Alcohol, marijuana, hallucinogens and vaping products are
examples of drugs that create
student emergencies every week
at Stanford. At this moment, we
must confront this dangerous concern head on.”
They pointed to initiatives Stanford has launched in response,
including adding an online educational module on prescription
drugs, hosting forums with students about drug use and enhancing student drug screening and
assessment practices on campus.
They invited anyone interested
in addressing this issue at Stanford to contact Senior Associate
Vice Provost and Dean of Students Mona Hicks at deanofstudents@stanford.edu.
The Santa Clara County Sheriff’s Office is continuing to investigate Weiner’s death, according
to Stanford.
Anyone with information about
the case is asked to contact the
Sheriff’s Office at 408-808-4500
or the office’s anonymous tip line
at 408-808-4431.Q
Staff Writer Elena Kadvany
can be emailed at ekadvany@
paweekly.com. Staff Writer Sue
Dremann contributed to this
story.

Upfront

Auditors
(continued from page 11)

work be completed within 90 days.
“We have a responsibility to
the community to consider some
alternative approaches,” Filseth
said. “Because I think there’s a
good chance we can do better.”
The council hasn’t yet determined whether the entire operation, or just the person in charge of
the office, will be outsourced. DuBois told the Weekly that he can
envision a model in which the city
has internal staff performing certain consulting tasks and managing projects, such as the National
Citizen Survey, while a consultant
handles the bulk of performance
audits.
DuBois noted that outsourcing
the auditing function will have
some pros and cons. An internal
auditor, he said, may have a better
familiarity with what’s going on
at City Hall. An external auditor,
however, could bring more independence to the work, as well as
a perspective that comes with performing work in other cities and
being better acquainted with best
practices.
“It could be potentially more independent,” DuBois said.

The intent of the law

ot everyone feels this
change will improve City
Hall operations. Klein
believes the council would be

N

making a mistake in moving
away from an in-house city auditor to a consulting firm. Having
a city auditor at City Hall allows
employees of the office to have
more informal interactions with
their colleagues, he said, whether
by the water fountains or in the
coffee room. An external firm, by
contrast, would not become a part
of the organization to the same
extent.
Basing the decision to outsource
on a simple calculation — cost per
audit — misses the larger point
that an audit can deter improper
actions just by being there. The
benefit could disappear if the city
strays from the existing model,
Klein said. Having an auditor is as
close as the city can get to giving
citizens a guarantee that public
funds would not be misspent, he
said.
Erickson, who served as Palo
Alto’s city auditor between 2001
and 2008 before becoming the city
auditor in San Jose, also told the
Weekly she was disappointed in
the council’s February action. An
outside consultant, she said, simply won’t give the city the kind of
institutional knowledge and accountability that an in-house auditor would provide.
“People rarely supervise consultants appropriately. It’s really hard
to do that,” said Erickson, who retired last year.
Even when the council proposed
cutting and outsourcing positions
in the auditor’s office two years

ago, council members agreed that
they need to retain the actual city
auditor position, Erickson said. In
her view, by straying from that position, the current council is creating a system in which there won’t
be the proper oversight necessary
for auditing work.
The decision also is facing pushback from the auditors themselves,
who are considering litigation to
challenge the move. City Attorney
Molly Stump told the council on
Feb. 10 that the City Charter has a
“functional requirement” for a city
auditor. So while the city has to
provide for the auditing function,
it could do so through the type of
process that the council is considering — namely, an outside firm.
Karl Olson, an attorney representing Boussina, Matsuura and
former auditor Lisa Wehara, told
the Weekly that he respectfully
disagrees with Stump’s contention
that the city auditor’s job can be
performed by an outside consultant. He also said he and his clients
believe that “it would be inconsistent with the City Charter (and unwise and expensive) to outsource
the City Auditor’s Office.”
“We believe it would be a radical
change to shift the City Auditor’s
job from an in-house position to
one handled by a consultant. And,
in our view, such a change could
only be seen as retaliation for
well-founded concerns which my
clients have raised,” wrote Olson,
an attorney with the firm Cannata,
O’Toole, Fickes & Olson.

Leaving aside the question of
legality, it’s clear that the idea
of having an outside firm serve
as the city auditor was not the
intent of those who created the
position. The official argument
in the 1983 ballot to amend the
Charter stated that the auditor “would be appointed by the
council, as is the current controller.” And the impartial analysis
from then-City Attorney Diane Lee noted that the Charter
amendment would create “a new
city officer,” language that to an
average voter connotes a human
being at City Hall rather than an
outside consultant.
For the council, the change in
the city auditor model comes in
the same year that council members are preparing to ask residents
to pass a business tax to pay for
transportation projects. In January, the council decided that the
tax should be a “general tax,”
which requires a simple majority
to pass and gives council members
great discretion in how the money
is spent (a special tax, which requires a two-thirds majority of
votes, dedicates funding to specific projects).
This “trust us” approach may be
a tougher sell for council members
once they outsource the one City
Hall position whose mission, according to the Municipal Code,
is to promote “honest, efficient,
effective, economical, and fully
accountable and transparent city
government.” It also doesn’t help

that the numbers in the city’s last
National Citizens Survey, which
Richardson presented to the council on Feb. 2, 2019, in her final
official duty, showed that public
trust in government has already
slipped. According to the survey,
the percentage of people who reported that the city is “generally
acting in the best interests of the
community” went from 51% in
2017 to 45% in 2018.
Erickson and Klein have both
told the Weekly that they believe
the council should follow past
practice and recruit a city auditor.
Existing employees seem to agree.
Olson’s letter on behalf of Boussina urges the city to hire a new
city auditor who can “restore leadership and supervision and work
with the City Council to restore
operations at the office.”
Hiring a city auditor, Erickson
said, should be “the council’s responsibility,” notwithstanding
concerns about personnel issues
inside the office.
She recalled when she was hired
in San Jose, just after her predecessor was fired: “It was a very
contentious environment. It was
very difficult. But that’s why the
City Council hires someone new
— it’s to go in and, if there are issues, to take care of those. And if
there are questions about what’s
being audited — the City Council
should be handling that.” Q
Staff Writer Gennady Sheyner
can be e-mailed at gsheyner@
paweekly.com.

Need to ﬁnance your
next step? Start here.
As a Small Business Administration (SBA)
National Preferred Lender, our SBA loans are
a smart, efficient way to get capital to buy a
new property, expand your operations and
grow your business.
Apply by May 29, 2020 and we’ll waive
the packaging fee up to $2,500.*

One day you’ll reach further.
One day starts here.
Visit eastwestbank.com/next
or call 888.245.1756.
*Offer valid until 5/29/2020. Packaging fee waiver promotion only applies to SBA 7(a) term loans and will be credited at loan funding. Applications must be received by 5/29/2020 with funding no later than 8/31/2020. Other
fees and charges apply. Loan products are subject to East West Bank’s application, underwriting, appraisal, and credit approval requirements. All rates, terms, guidelines, and products are subject to change or termination without
prior notice. Other limitations and restrictions may apply.
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BRAND NEW HOME IN PRESTIGIOUS
OLD PALO ALTO NEIGHBORHOOD

OPEN HOUSE
BY APPOINTMENT

2189 Webster Street, Palo Alto
Stunning Light-ﬁlled brand-new Traditional French Style masterpiece
Nestled on a tree-lined street in one of Palo Alto’s
most prestigious and elite neighborhoods — Old Palo Alto.
6 Bedrooms + Ofﬁce + a detached studio, 6 Bathrooms + 2 half bathrooms
• Dynamic two-story high-ceilinged foyer with winding
staircase and chandelier.
• Custom Pietro style double iron doors with copper
ﬁnish.
• 10’ high coffered ceiling.
• 60” linear direct vent ﬁreplace
• 18’ Weather Shield Aluminum Clad Wood 6 panel
folding door leads to the backyard.
• Integrated Sub Zero 48” refrigerator.
• Wolf 48” gas range with 8-burner gas range and 52”
900 cfm hood.
• Large center island with Eternal Calacatta gold quartz
countertop and backsplash.

• Home theater with 120” Active 3D/4K Ultra HD 16:9
screen, 7.2 channel, 4K HD home theater system.
• Large recreation room, game room with built-in
cabinetry, wet bar and sink.
• Large second family room adjacent to the home
theater and game room with glass sliding doors that
open to patio.
• Precast sandstone selected exterior wall and columns.
• 1080 p HD surveillance system.
• Fully alarmed home security system.
• Walter Hays Elementary, Greene Middle, Palo Alto
High School. All within walking distance.

Price upon request.

ForAlto
more
photos
visit www.2189webster.com
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JUDY SHEN

650-380-8888
650-380-2000
CalDRE # 01272874

THE
EPITOME
OF HOME
1 6 5 0 W AV E R L E Y
PA L O A LT O , C A L I F O R N I A
Rare opportunity to live in
desirable Old Palo Alto in a
home originally built in the
gracious architectural style
dTsVOĆpÛBbMO{sObpWyO_|
restored and remodeled
to include modern systems
BbMbWpVOpà/tJs_OO_OUBbs
appointments throughout
harmonize with the original
architectural style and create
an ambiance that succeeds
for both formal and casual living.
The home is sited on a rare
_BoUOÛloWyBsO_dszO__WbsOUoBsOM
into one of Silicon Valley's
most desirable neighborhoods.
Public rooms open to sprawling
terraces that serve as an
extension of living space and
are ideal for outdoor enjoyment.
A distinctive aspect is the
convenient lifestyle just blocks
sdBKK_BWaOMltJ_WKpKVdd_pÛ
/sBbTdoM3bWyOopWs|ÛMdzbsdzb
Palo Alto and major employers.
 OMÛt__ BsVÛB_T BsVŚ OMÛ BsVtOpsVdtpOŚÛ/nsWyWbU
Û/nstOpsVdtpOŚÛ/nsds

1 6 5 0 WAV E R L E Y . C O M

Ö+Ool_BbpJ|/Kdss OpWUbppdKWBsOpÛtbyOoWTWOM

Carol Carnevale and Nicole Aron
~Better Together~
650.465.5958 | 650.740.7954
carol.carnevale@compass.com | nicole.aron@compass.com
DRE 00946687 | DRE 00952657 | carolandnicole.com

Compass is the brand name used for services provided by one or more of the Compass group of subsidiary companies. Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing
#lldostbWs|_BzpàWKObpO!taJOoà__aBsOoWB_loOpObsOMVOoOWbWpWbsObMOMTdoWbTdoaBsWdbB_ltoldpOpdb_|BbMWpKdalW_OMTodapdtoKOpMOOaOMoO_WBJ_OJtsVBpbdsJOObyOoWOMà VBbUOpWbloWKOÛKdbMWsWdbÛ
sale or withdrawal may be made without notice. No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footage are approximate.
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Public Notices
995 Fictitious Name
Statement
KOKORONORO
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
File No.: FBN663362
The following person (persons) is (are)
doing business as:
Kokoronoro, located at 2361 Tasso St., Palo
Alto, CA 94301, Santa Clara County.
This business is owned by: An Individual.
The name and residence address of the
registrant(s) is(are): RIKI MORITA
2361 Tasso St.
Palo Alto, CA 94301
Registrant began transacting business
under the fictitious business name(s) listed
above on 02/07/2020.
This statement was filed with the County
Clerk-Recorder of Santa Clara County on
February 7, 2020.
(PAW Feb. 14, 21, 28; Mar. 6, 2020)
FAULTLINE MOTORS
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
File No.: FBN663477
The following person (persons) is (are)
doing business as:
Faultline Motors, located at 841 Sycamore
Dr., Palo Alto, CA 94303, Santa Clara County.
This business is owned by: An Individual.
The name and residence address of the
registrant(s) is(are):
ROBERT MORI
841 Sycamore Dr.
Palo Alto, CA 94303
Registrant began transacting business
under the fictitious business name(s) listed
above on 02/11/2020.
This statement was filed with the County
Clerk-Recorder of Santa Clara County on
February 11, 2020.
(PAW Feb. 21, 28; Mar. 6, 13, 2020)
MAYVIEW COMMUNITY HEALTH CENTER
PALO ALTO A MEMBER OF RAVENSWOOD
FAMILY HEALTH NETWORK
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
File No.: FBN663761
The following person (persons) is (are)
doing business as:
Mayview Community Health Center Palo
Alto A Member of Ravenswood Family
Health Network, located at 270 Grant
Avenue, Suite 102, Palo Alto, CA 94306,
Santa Clara County.
This business is owned by: A Corporation.
The name and residence address of the
registrant(s) is(are):
SOUTH COUNTY COMMUNITY HEALTH
CENTER, INC.
1885 Bay Road
East Palo Alto, CA 94306
Registrant has not yet begun to transact
business under the fictitious business
name(s) listed above.
This statement was filed with the County
Clerk-Recorder of Santa Clara County on
February 20, 2020.
(PAW Feb. 28; Mar. 6, 13, 20, 2020)

997 All Other Legals
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE T.S. No.:
19-2961 Loan No.: ******8647 APN: 12413-054 NOTE: THERE IS A SUMMARY OF
THE INFORMATION IN THIS DOCUMENT
ATTACHED. YOU ARE IN DEFAULT UNDER A
DEED OF TRUST DATED 10/17/2016. UNLESS
YOU TAKE ACTION TO PROTECT YOUR
PROPERTY, IT MAY BE SOLD AT A PUBLIC
SALE. IF YOU NEED AN EXPLANATION OF
THE NATURE OF THE PROCEEDING AGAINST
YOU, YOU SHOULD CONTACT A LAWYER. A
public auction sale to the highest bidder
for cash, cashier’s check drawn on a state
or national bank, check drawn by a state
or federal credit union, or a check drawn
by a state or federal savings and loan
association, or savings association, or
savings bank specified in Section 5102 of
the Financial Code and authorized to do
business in this state will be held by the
duly appointed trustee as shown below, of
all right, title, and interest conveyed to and
now held by the trustee in the hereinafter
described property under and pursuant
to a Deed of Trust described below. The
sale will be made, but without covenant or
warranty, expressed or implied, regarding
title, possession, or encumbrances, to pay
the remaining principal sum of the note(s)
secured by the Deed of Trust, with interest
and late charges thereon, as provided in

the note(s), advances, under the terms of
the Deed of Trust, interest thereon, fees,
charges and expenses of the Trustee for
the total amount (at the time of the initial
publication of the Notice of Sale) reasonably
estimated to be set forth below. The
amount may be greater on the day of sale.
Trustor: JUDITH S. DECKER AN UNMARRIED
WOMAN Duly Appointed Trustee: PRESTIGE
DEFAULT SERVICES Recorded 10/25/2016
as Instrument No. 23475869 in book ,
page of Official Records in the office of the
Recorder of Santa Clara County, California,
Date of Sale: 3/11/2020 at 10:00 AM Place
of Sale: At the Gated North Market Street
entrance of the Superior Courthouse, 191
N. First Street, San Jose, CA 95113 Amount
of unpaid balance and other charges:
$1,027,750.31 Street Address or other
common designation of real property: 1851
BRYANT STREET PALO ALTO California 94301
The undersigned Trustee disclaims any
liability for any incorrectness of the street
address or other common designation,
if any, shown above. If no street address
or other common designation is shown,
directions to the location of the property
may be obtained by sending a written
request to the beneficiary within 10 days of
the date of first publication of this Notice
of Sale. NOTICE TO POTENTIAL BIDDERS:
If you are considering bidding on this
property lien, you should understand that
there are risks involved in bidding at a
trustee auction. You will be bidding on a
lien, not on the property itself. Placing the
highest bid at a trustee auction does not
automatically entitle you to free and clear
ownership of the property. You should also
be aware that the lien being auctioned off
may be a junior lien. If you are the highest
bidder at the auction, you are or may be
responsible for paying off all liens senior
to the lien being auctioned off, before
you can receive clear title to the property.
You are encouraged to investigate the
existence, priority, and size of outstanding
liens that may exist on this property by
contacting the county recorder’s office or
a title insurance company, either of which
may charge you a fee for this information.
If you consult either of these resources, you
should be aware that the same lender may
hold more than one mortgage or deed of
trust on the property. All checks payable
to Prestige Default Services. NOTICE TO
PROPERTY OWNER: The sale date shown
on this notice of sale may be postponed
one or more times by the mortgagee,
beneficiary, trustee, or a court, pursuant to
Section 2924g of the California Civil Code.
The law requires that information about
trustee sale postponements be made
available to you and to the public, as a
courtesy to those not present at the sale.
If you wish to learn whether your sale date
has been postponed, and, if applicable, the
rescheduled time and date for the sale of
this property, you may call (714) 730-2727
or visit this Internet Web site https://www.
servicelinkasap.com/default.aspx, using the
file number assigned to this case 19-2961.
Information about postponements that
are very short in duration or that occur
close in time to the scheduled sale may not
immediately be reflected in the telephone
information or on the Internet Web site.
The best way to verify postponement
information is to attend the scheduled sale.
Date: 2/4/2020 PRESTIGE DEFAULT SERVICES
1920 Old Tustin Ave. Santa Ana, California
92705 Sale Line: (714) 730-2727 Briana
Young, Trustee Sale Officer A-4717741
02/14/2020, 02/21/2020, 02/28/2020
T.S. No. 087186-CA APN: 137-04-045
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE IMPORTANT
NOTICE TO PROPERTY OWNER: YOU ARE IN
DEFAULT UNDER A DEED OF TRUST, DATED
7/19/2000. UNLESS YOU TAKE ACTION
TO PROTECT YOUR PROPERTY, IT MAY BE
SOLD AT A PUBLIC SALE. IF YOU NEED AN
EXPLANATION OF THE NATURE OF THE
PROCEEDING AGAINST YOU, YOU SHOULD
CONTACT A LAWYER On 3/25/2020 at 10:00
AM, CLEAR RECON CORP, as duly appointed
trustee under and pursuant to Deed of
Trust recorded 7/21/2000 as Instrument
No. 15325262 and later modified by a
Loan Modification Agreement recorded on
02/01/2008, as Instrument No. 19729936, of
Official Records in the office of the County
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Recorder of Santa Clara County, State of
CALIFORNIA executed by: GEORGE H.
MARSHALL JR. AND EMILY A. MARSHALL,
WHO ARE MARRIED TO EACH OTHER WILL
SELL AT PUBLIC AUCTION TO HIGHEST
BIDDER FOR CASH, CASHIER’S CHECK
DRAWN ON A STATE OR NATIONAL BANK,
A CHECK DRAWN BY A STATE OR FEDERAL
CREDIT UNION, OR A CHECK DRAWN BY A
STATE OR FEDERAL SAVINGS AND LOAN
ASSOCIATION, SAVINGS ASSOCIATION, OR
SAVINGS BANK SPECIFIED IN SECTION 5102
OF THE FINANCIAL CODE AND AUTHORIZED
TO DO BUSINESS IN THIS STATE: AT THE
GATED NORTH MARKET STREET ENTRANCE,
SUPERIOR COURTHOUSE, 191 N. 1st
Street, San Jose, CA 95113 all right, title
and interest conveyed to and now held
by it under said Deed of Trust in the
property situated in said County and State
described as: MORE FULLY DESCRIBED ON
SAID DEED OF TRUST The street address
and other common designation, if any,
of the real property described above is
purported to be: 2330 PRINCETON ST PALO
ALTO, CA 94306 The undersigned Trustee
disclaims any liability for any incorrectness
of the street address and other common
designation, if any, shown herein. Said
sale will be held, but without covenant or
warranty, express or implied, regarding title,
possession, condition, or encumbrances,
including fees, charges and expenses of
the Trustee and of the trusts created by
said Deed of Trust, to pay the remaining
principal sums of the note(s) secured by
said Deed of Trust. The total amount of the
unpaid balance of the obligation secured
by the property to be sold and reasonable
estimated costs, expenses and advances
at the time of the initial publication of the
Notice of Sale is: $212,249.61 If the Trustee
is unable to convey title for any reason,
the successful bidder’s sole and exclusive
remedy shall be the return of monies
paid to the Trustee, and the successful
bidder shall have no further recourse.
The beneficiary under said Deed of Trust
heretofore executed and delivered to
the undersigned a written Declaration of
Default and Demand for Sale, and a written
Notice of Default and Election to Sell. The
undersigned or its predecessor caused said
Notice of Default and Election to Sell to
be recorded in the county where the real
property is located. NOTICE TO POTENTIAL
BIDDERS: If you are considering bidding on
this property lien, you should understand
that there are risks involved in bidding at
a trustee auction. You will be bidding on a
lien, not on the property itself. Placing the
highest bid at a trustee auction does not
automatically entitle you to free and clear
ownership of the property. You should also
be aware that the lien being auctioned off
may be a junior lien. If you are the highest
bidder at the auction, you are or may be
responsible for paying off all liens senior
to the lien being auctioned off, before
you can receive clear title to the property.
You are encouraged to investigate the
existence, priority, and size of outstanding
liens that may exist on this property by
contacting the county recorder’s office or
a title insurance company, either of which
may charge you a fee for this information.
If you consult either of these resources,
you should be aware that the same lender
may hold more than one mortgage or
deed of trust on the property. NOTICE TO
PROPERTY OWNER: The sale date shown
on this notice of sale may be postponed
one or more times by the mortgagee,
beneficiary, trustee, or a court, pursuant to
Section 2924g of the California Civil Code.
The law requires that information about
trustee sale postponements be made
available to you and to the public, as a
courtesy to those not present at the sale.
If you wish to learn whether your sale date
has been postponed, and, if applicable,
the rescheduled time and date for the
sale of this property, you may call (844)
477-7869 or visit this Internet Web site
WWW.STOXPOSTING.COM, using the file
number assigned to this case 087186-CA.
Information about postponements that
are very short in duration or that occur
close in time to the scheduled sale may not
immediately be reflected in the telephone
information or on the Internet Web site.
The best way to verify postponement
information is to attend the scheduled sale.
FOR SALES INFORMATION: (844) 477-7869
CLEAR RECON CORP 4375 Jutland Drive San
Diego, California 92117
(PAW Feb. 28; Mar. 6, 13, 2020)

The Palo Alto
Weekly is
adjudicated to
publish in Santa
Clara County.
Public Hearing Notices
Resolutions • Bid
Notices
Notices of Petition to
Administer Estate
Lien Sale • Trustee’s
Sale
Deadline is Tuesday at
noon.
Call Alicia Santillan at
650-223-6578 or email
asantillan@paweekly.com
for assistance with your
legal advertising needs.

Pulse
A weekly compendium
of vital statistics

POLICE CALLS
Palo Alto

Feb. 21-Feb.25

Violence related
Assault w/ a deadly weapon. . . . . . . . . 1
Child abuse. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Theft related
Grand theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
Identity theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4
Petty theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Residential burglaries . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1

Shoplifting. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Vehicle related
Abandoned bicycle. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Bicycle theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Driving w/ suspended license. . . . . . . . 1
Hit and run . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Lost/stolen plates . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Theft from auto . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7
Vehicle accident/minor injury . . . . . . . . 6
Vehicle accident/prop damage. . . . . . . 2
Vehicle impound . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
Alcohol or drug related
Driving under influence . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Drunk in public . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
Possession of paraphernalia . . . . . . . . 1
Under influence of drugs . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Miscellaneous
Found property. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4
Located missing person . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
Misc. penal code violation . . . . . . . . . . 8
Missing person . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Other/misc. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
Psychiatric subject . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4
Vandalism . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Warrant/other agency . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7

Menlo Park

Feb. 20-Feb. 25

Violence related
Battery . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Theft related
Commercial burglaries . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Fraud . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Grand theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Petty theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4
Shoplifting. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Vehicle related
Auto theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Bicycle theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Driving w/ suspended license. . . . . . . . 4
Hit and run . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Lost/stolen plates . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Parking/driving violation . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Theft from auto . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Vehicle accident/minor injury . . . . . . . . 3
Vehicle accident/no injury. . . . . . . . . . . 4
Vehicle tow . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Alcohol or drug related
Driving under influence . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Drunk in public . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Possession of paraphernalia . . . . . . . . 2

Under influence of drugs . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Miscellaneous
Coroner case . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Found property. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
Info. case . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
Juvenile problem . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Lost property . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Misc. penal code violation . . . . . . . . . . 1
Missing person . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Other/misc. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Psychiatric subject . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
Trespassing . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Vandalism . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4
Warrant arrest. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8

VIOLENT CRIMES
Palo Alto

Greer Road, 12/11, 3:30 p.m.; child
abuse/physical
560 Everett Ave., 2/19, 7:23 a.m.;
assault w/ deadly weapon.

Menlo Park

Ivy Drive/Carlton Avenue, 2/23, 7:03
p.m.; battery.

Give blood
for life!

Schedule an
appointment:
call 888-723-7831
or visit
bloodcenter.stanford.edu

WANT TO BECOME A PALO ALTO MEDIATOR?
The City of Palo Alto is seeking applicants to serve as
volunteer mediators for the Palo Alto Mediation Program. All
who live or work in Palo Alto or Stanford are invited to apply.
The Palo Alto Mediation Program assists residents in resolving
disputes under terms they control, instead of going to court
or doing nothing. Typical cases include tenant/landlord,
neighbor/neighbor, consumer, workplace, and other disputes.
The program services are free and are available to anyone
who lives, works, or owns property in Palo Alto. More info is
available at www.paloaltomediation.com.
Mediators typically spend six to ten hours each month
working on various aspects of the mediation process – case
development, conciliation, mediation, serving on committees
and attending evening program meetings on the third Thursday
of the month.
Applications must be postmarked by March 16, 2020.
Successful applicants must complete a 36-hour community
mediation training by the start of their two-year term in July.
;OLYLPZHJV\YZLVɈLYLKI`4LKPH[PVUPU(WYPS[OH[TLL[Z
this requirement. For more information or to request an
application, please contact pamediation@housing.org or
call 650-856-4062.

5V[PJLPZOLYLI`.P]LU[OH[WYVWVZHSZ^PSSILYLJLP]LKI`[OL7HSV(S[V<UPÄLK:JOVVS+PZ[YPJ[MVYIPKWHJRHNL!

Contract No. HM-20, HOOVER ELEMENTARY SCHOOL MODERNIZATION
DESCRIPTION OF THE WORK!;OL^VYRPUJS\KLZI\[PZUV[SPTP[LK[V!

4VKLYUPaH[PVUHUK5L^*VUZ[Y\J[PVUMVY/VV]LY,SLTLU[HY`:JOVVS,*OHYSLZ[VU9VHK7HSV(S[V*( 
*HSLUKHY+H`7YVQLJ[PUMV\YWOHZLZ!Phase 0(WY¶7YLJVUZ[Y\J[PVU:P[L4VIPSPaH[PVUPhase
1¶¶5L^ZP[LLSLJ[YPJHSZLY]PJL JHTW\Z\[PSP[PLZ5L^JVUZ[Y\J[PVUVM*SHZZYVVT)\PSKPUN)
:-ZPUNSLZ[VY`^VVKZ[LLSMYHTL4VKLYUPaH[PVU ZLPZTPJYL[YVÄ[VML_PZ[PUN*SHZZYVVT)\PSKPUN,:-
^VVKZ[LLSMYHTLPhase 2¶¶5L^JHTW\Z\[PSP[PLZUL^JVUZ[Y\J[PVUVM*SHZZYVVT)\PSKPUN*
 :-ZPUNSLZ[VY`^VVKZ[LLSMYHTL4VKLYUPaH[PVU ZLPZTPJYL[YVÄ[VML_PZ[PUN*SHZZYVVT)\PSKPUN+:-
ZPUNSLZ[VY`^VVKZ[LLSMYHTLPhase 3¶¶(IH[LTLU[HUKKLTVSP[PVUVML_PZ[PUN(KTPU47 3P
IYHY`I\PSKPUNZMVYJVUZ[Y\J[PVUVMUL^)\PSKPUN(ZPUNSLZ[VY`:-^VVKZ[LLSMYHTLJVUZ[Y\J[PVUZLY]LY`RP[JOLU
LX\PWTLU[ [OLH[YPJHS KYHWLZ SPNO[PUN ZV\UK Z`Z[LTZ SPIYHY` LX\PWTLU[ YVSS\W NSHZZ KVVY 6/ JVPSPUN Z[HNL KVVY
Phase 4¶ ¶5L^:-ZJOVVSNHYKLUYLNYHKLYLWH]L:-JHTW\ZYVHK^H`YLTV]HS
KLTVSP[PVUVM[^VL_PZ[PUNWVY[HISLJSHZZYVVTZYLWHPYWSH`PUNÄLSKZVK PYYPNH[PVUUL^[YHZOLUJSVZ\YL)PKKPUN
KVJ\TLU[ZJVU[HPU[OLM\SSKLZJYPW[PVUVM[OL^VYR
;OLYL^PSSILH MANDATORYWYLIPKJVUMLYLUJLHUKZP[L]PZP[H[!74VU4HYJO ¶4LL[H[[OL Hoover
Elementary School Administration BuildingSVJH[LKH[,*OHYSLZ[VU9VHK7HSV(S[V*HSPMVYUPH 

Bid Submission: 7YVWVZHSZ T\Z[ IL YLJLP]LK H[ [OL +PZ[YPJ[ -HJPSP[PLZ 6ɉJL H[  *O\YJOPSS (]L )\PSKPUN D, by
2:00PM on March 24, 2020
;VIPKVU[OPZ7YVQLJ[[OL)PKKLYPZYLX\PYLK[VWVZZLZZVULVYTVYLVM[OLMVSSV^PUN:[H[LVM*HSPMVYUPHJVU[YHJ[VYZ»
SPJLUZLZ!‘B’0UHKKP[PVU[OL)PKKLYPZYLX\PYLK[VILYLNPZ[LYLKHZHW\ISPJ^VYRZJVU[YHJ[VY^P[O[OL+LWHY[TLU[VM
0UK\Z[YPHS9LSH[PVUZW\YZ\HU[[V[OL3HIVY*VKL
)VUKPUNYLX\PYLKMVY[OPZWYVQLJ[PZHZMVSSV^Z!)PK)VUK VM[OL[V[HSIPK

PREVAILING WAGE LAWS:;OLZ\JJLZZM\S)PKKLYHUKHSSZ\IJVU[YHJ[VYZZOHSSWH`HSS^VYRLYZMVYHSS>VYRWLY
MVYTLKW\YZ\HU[[V[OPZ*VU[YHJ[UV[SLZZ[OHU[OLNLULYHSWYL]HPSPUNYH[LVMWLYKPLT^HNLZHUK[OLNLULYHSWYL]HPSPUN
YH[LMVYOVSPKH`HUKV]LY[PTL^VYRHZKL[LYTPULKI`[OL+PYLJ[VYVM[OL+LWHY[TLU[VM0UK\Z[YPHS9LSH[PVUZ:[H[LVM
*HSPMVYUPHMVY[OL[`WLVM^VYRWLYMVYTLKHUK[OLSVJHSP[`PU^OPJO[OL^VYRPZ[VILWLYMVYTLK^P[OPU[OLIV\UKHYPLZVM
[OL+PZ[YPJ[W\YZ\HU[[VZLJ[PVUL[ZLXVM[OL*HSPMVYUPH3HIVY*VKL7YL]HPSPUN^HNLYH[LZHYLHSZVH]HPSHISLVU
[OL0U[LYUL[H[!#O[[W!^^^KPYJHNV]%;OPZ7YVQLJ[PZZ\IQLJ[[VSHIVYJVTWSPHUJLTVUP[VYPUNHUKLUMVYJLTLU[I`[OL
+LWHY[TLU[VM0UK\Z[YPHS9LSH[PVUZW\YZ\HU[[V3HIVY*VKLZLJ[PVUHUKZ\IQLJ[[V[OLYLX\PYLTLU[ZVM;P[SLVM
[OL*HSPMVYUPH*VKLVM9LN\SH[PVUZ;OL*VU[YHJ[VYHUKHSS:\IJVU[YHJ[VYZ\UKLY[OL*VU[YHJ[VYZOHSSM\YUPZOLSLJ[YVUPJ
JLY[PÄLKWH`YVSSYLJVYKZKPYLJ[S`[V[OL3HIVY*VTTPZZPVULY^LLRS`HUK^P[OPU[LUKH`ZVMHU`YLX\LZ[I`[OL+PZ[YPJ[
VY[OL3HIVY*VTTPZZPVULY;OLZ\JJLZZM\S)PKKLYZOHSSJVTWS`^P[OHSSYLX\PYLTLU[ZVM+P]PZPVU7HY[*OHW[LY
(Y[PJSLZVM[OL3HIVY*VKL
)PKKLYZTH`L_HTPUL)PKKPUN+VJ\TLU[ZH[-HJPSP[PLZ6ɉJLBuilding “D”)PKKLYZTH`HSZVW\YJOHZLJVWPLZVM[OL
WSHUZHUKZWLJPÄJH[PVUZH[ARC Document Solutions 829 Cherry Lane San Carlos, CA 94070, Phone Number

(650) 631-2310

7\YZ\HU[[V7\ISPJ*VU[YHJ[*VKLZLJ[PVUVUS`WYLX\HSPÄLKIPKKLYZ^PSSILLSPNPISL[VZ\ITP[HIPK(U`IPK
Z\ITP[[LKI`HIPKKLY^OVPZUV[WYLX\HSPÄLKZOHSSILUVUYLZWVUZP]L4VYLV]LYHU`IPKSPZ[PUNÄYZ[[PLYZ\IJVU[YHJ[VYZ
OVSKPUN**********VY*SPJLUZLZ^OVOH]LUV[ILLUWYLX\HSPÄLK
ZOHSSILKLLTLKUVUYLZWVUZP]L
)VUKPUNYLX\PYLKMVY[OPZWYVQLJ[PZHZMVSSV^Z!)PK)VUK VM[OL[V[HSIPK7LYMVYTHUJL)VUK[VIL 7H`TLU[
)VUKPZ[VIL 
;OL+PZ[YPJ[ZOHSSH^HYK[OL*VU[YHJ[PMP[H^HYKZP[H[HSS[V[OLSV^LZ[YLZWVUZP]LYLZWVUZPISLIPKKLYIHZLKVU[OLZ\T
VM[OLIHZLIPKHUKHSSHS[LYUH[LZ
;OL)VHYKYLZLY]LZ[OLYPNO[[VYLQLJ[HU`HUKHSSIPKZHUKVY^HP]LHU`PYYLN\SHYP[`PUHU`IPKYLJLP]LK0M[OL+PZ[YPJ[
H^HYKZ[OL*VU[YHJ[[OLZLJ\YP[`VM\UZ\JJLZZM\SIPKKLYZZOHSSILYL[\YULK^P[OPUZP_[`KH`ZMYVT[OL[PTL[OL
H^HYKPZTHKL<USLZZV[OLY^PZLYLX\PYLKI`SH^UVIPKKLYTH`^P[OKYH^P[ZIPKMVYUPUL[` KH`ZHM[LY[OLKH[LVM
[OLIPKVWLUPUN

OUR T EAM IS IN MOT ION FOR YOU
D E L E O N R E A LT Y, I N C .

Michael Repka | CEO & Managing Broker | DRE #01854880
650.900.7000 | Info@deleonrealty.com
www.deleonrealty.com | DRE #01903224
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Transitions
Births, marriages and deaths

Bruce Foster Johnston

Bruce Foster Johnston, a longtime Midpeninsula resident who
had a wide-spanning career in agricultural development, died on Feb.
1 in Portola Valley. He was 100.
Born in Lincoln,
Nebraska, on Sept.
24, 1919, he and
his older brother,
Hugh Johnston,
were raised by their
journalist parents
Homer and Ethel
Johntson. They moved to Long
Beach in 1922, where he was a
“quintessential beach boy,” according to his family. He studied
at Pomona College before graduating from Cornell University as a
Phi Beta Kappa and member of the
Telluride Association.
In 1941, he began working for the
U.S. Department of Agriculture’s
Surplus Marketing Administration
and later joined the army in August 1942. He attended the Army
Officer Candidate School at Camp
Davis in Wilmington, North Carolina, and became a second lieutenant. During his posting at Camp
Davis, he met Harriet Pollins, from
Jackson, Michigan, on a blind date
and married her in Wilmington
on March 31, 1944. That year, he
attended the School of Military
Government in Virginia that was

CĂªÇÔă%ġ¤xąďāÔłĒ
ÓĳăFwCÅmÓìw
featuring
Kelly McGonigal, PhD
Health Psychologist,
Stanford Lecturer, and
best-selling author.

and athank you
to our retiring
Executive Director,
Leif Erickson

Thursday, March 5th, 11 AM-1PM
Mitchell Park Community Center
0LGGOHðHOG5G3DOR$OWR&$

Tickets start at $50, and include a copy of Kelly’s newest book
RSVP at KWWSV\FVOXQFKHRQHYHQWEULWHFRP
Questions? Call 650-858-8019 or email
YCS.annual.luncheon@gmail.com

.½uDđxÓ©Æ5Đ

established during World War II.
He and his wife then moved to
Stanford where he received civil
affairs training and intensive Japanese instruction in preparation
for the post-WWII occupation.
In October 1945, he joined General Douglas MacArthur’s staff,
in Japan, where he was responsible for price controls, rationing
and distribution of food to the
Japanese people after the war. He
then returned to Stanford University as a graduate student at the
Food Research Institute in 1948.
Four years later, he received his
masters of arts and doctorate in
agricultural economics and then
spent two and a half years as
an agricultural economist with
NATO. He was assigned to the
Food and Agriculture Division of
the Marshall Plan’s European office in Paris.
In September 1954, he returned
to Stanford again but as a faculty
member of the Food Research Institute, where he researched and
taught in the field of agricultural
development for decades. He authored numerous publications and
received awards for his research including a Guggenheim Fellowship
and was named the Agricultural &
Applied Economics Association
Fellow. He also collaborated on
many research endeavors with the

Food and Agriculture Organization
of the United Nations, World Bank,
U.S. Agency for International Development and the Ford and Rockefeller Foundations. His career afforded him the opportunity to work
in many parts of Asia, Europe and
Africa and to live in Japan, France,
Uganda, Kenya and Austria.
After living on the Stanford
campus until 1993, he and his
wife moved down to Pacific Grove
where they became involved in the
community through St. Mary’s bythe-Sea Episocpal Church and by
volunteering. Later, they moved to
the Sequoias-Portola Valley retirement community.
Predeceased by his wife of 67
years and his son, Bruce, he is
survived by his daughter, Patricia
(Nina) Johnston of Denver; granddaughter, Elizabeth J. (Quinn)
Smith of Douglas, Alaska; and
grandson, Zachary (Kaitlin) Waegell of Watertown, Massachusetts.
A memorial service will be
held on March 7, 11:30 a.m., at St.
Mary’s by-the-Sea Church, 146
12th St., Pacific Grove. Donations
can be made to the Peninsula Open
Space Trust (222 High St., Palo
Alto, CA 94301), St. Mary’s bythe-Sea/Christian Social Concerns,
or to Communities Organized for
Relational Power in Action (95 Alta
Vista Ave., Watsonville 95076). Q
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Spectrum
Editorials, letters and opinions

Foothill-De Anza’s
‘conscientious
management’

Editor,
I think voters should support
measures G and H as an investment
in workforce education for our local
communities.
Over the past 10 plus years, I’ve
closely observed the Foothill-De
Anza district and have been impressed by its conscientious management of its physical and financial resources and the educational
opportunities its colleges offer local
students. I have served as a business
organization representative on the
district’s independent Citizens’
Bond Oversight Committee and
more recently as a citizen member
of the governing board’s Audit &
Finance Committee. In these capacities, I have regularly reviewed
detailed reports about the district’s
budget and use of bond funds.
Foothill-De Anza has done an
excellent job managing its bond
money. Through strategically timed
refinancing and with a stellar credit
rating, the district has reduced costs
for property owners.
I have worked as a financial adviser, corporate executive and business founder, and I know what good
management and financial practices look like. I can advise with confidence that measures G and H are
a sound investment.
Dudley Andersen
Greer Road, Palo Alto

An education for all

Editor,
I was heartened to read the
Weekly’s Feb. 21 editorial “Yes
on community college measures
G, H.” As the editors recognize,
keeping public higher education
affordable is an investment, not an
expense. The point is not whether
we choose to avail ourselves of
this resource, but that the resource
is available and is beneficial to the
community and to students alike.
Our nurses, dental hygienists, auto
technicians and paramedics receive
their education from Foothill and
De Anza colleges and go on to become tax-paying members of the
community. Plenty of citizens from
local high-tech and other industries
also teach in our colleges because
they want to give something back
to their communities.
And I might point out that despite
some readers’ negative comments
about students who live outside of
the district “using” these resources,
plenty of people from the community also make use of Foothill-De
Anza (FHDA). The district has consistently been the No. 1 choice of
graduating seniors from Palo Alto
High School since at least 2016, enrolling more students than any of
the UCs or CSUs.

Whether it’s for transferring to a
four-year school, vocational training or lifelong learning, people
recognize a good educational value
when they see one. And this is the
essence of public education — that
the doors are open for all, not just a
select few.
I also commend the Weekly’s
editorial for underlining the fact
that the FHDA district has a proven
track record of being a good steward with public funding. According
to investment firm Morgan Stanley, the district has saved taxpayers
almost $70 million by refinancing
previous bonds at lower rates. Let
the district’s critics show specific
examples of financial mismanagement instead of fear mongering
about the current bond/parcel being
a “blank check.”
Daniel Solomon
Mountain Meadow Road,
Redwood City

A disingenuous point

Editor,
Full disclosure: I support Josh
Becker, though purely as a friend
and not as a campaign staff
member.
But your editorial supporting
Mike Brownrigg, who I think is a
decent candidate, makes a rather
disingenuous point. You question
Becker for receiving a $500,000 donation from LinkedIn founder Reid
Hoffman, while mentioning that
Brownrigg only has an independent expenditure campaign funded
by his mother with $460,000.

Now, it’s great that his mom has
that kind of resources and cares so
much about her son, but realistically that money is the difference
between advertising with mailers
and a radio/television campaign. So
is the Weekly advocating that only
multimillionaires and the children
of multimillionaires should be able
to run for office?
To my mind, a rich friend and
a rich mother aren’t that different.
And should voters elect Josh Becker
to the state Senate, I have no worries that he won’t be a strong independent voice for the Peninsula.
Janice Hough
Bryant, Palo Alto

Remove Castilleja’s
proposed garage

Editor,
As we know, Castilleja School
submitted plans for an extensive
expansion in student enrollment
and facility space, including an underground garage, which is not permitted in single-family residence
district zones.
But the city has not completed
its review or responded to comments related to Castilleja’s initial Draft Environmental Impact
Report, as legally required. Castilleja recently submitted minor
changes to its original expansion
plans and appears to be starting a
new PR campaign stressing how
accommodating Castilleja is to
its neighbors’ concerns. Because
(continued on page 21)

WHAT DO YOU THINK?
The Palo Alto Weekly encourages comments on our coverage
or on issues of local interest.

Should the city of
Palo Alto outsource its
auditor’s office?

Submit letters to the editor of up to 300 words to letters@paweekly.com.
Submit guest opinions of 1,000 words to editor@paweekly.com. Include your
name, address and daytime phone number so we can reach you.
For more information, contact Editorial Assistant Lloyd Lee at llee@paweekly.
com or 650-223-6526 or Editor Jocelyn Dong at editor@paweekly.com.

Editorial
Return those ballots

ext Tuesday’s early California primary election puts voters in a position to have an unprecedented impact on the
Democratic presidential race. More than a third of the
total pledged convention delegates will be selected next week in
15 states and territories.
In the presidential race, voters may only choose from their own
party’s candidates. Voters registered as No Party Preference (previously called Decline to State) may go to any vote center in the
county (see below) through Super Tuesday and request a presidential ballot for either the Democratic, Libertarian or American Independent parties. (Only registered Republican, Peace and
Freedom and Green party members may vote in their respective
presidential primary.)
In state legislative races, however, California’s open primary
system means that all voters, regardless of party affiliation, will
be able to choose from the entire field of candidates, with the top
two finishers running off in the November general election, even
if they are from the same party and even if one candidate receives
more than 50% of the vote.
If you are qualified to vote (you are 18, a U.S. citizen, live in
California and are not in prison or on parole from a felony ) but
have not yet registered, you can register up until the polls close
at 8 p.m. Tuesday, March 3, at any vote center and cast a ballot.
Voters who received ballots in the mail can return their ballots
by mail (postmarked no later than primary day) or drop them off
at official ballot drop boxes or any vote center. The following Palo
Alto vote centers are open 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. on Saturday, Sunday
and Monday, and from 7 a.m. to 8 p.m. on Super Tuesday:

N

Rinconada Library
Cubberley Community Center Gym
Mitchell Park Community Center
Palo Alto Art Center Auditorium
Ventura Community Center
The Palo Alto Weekly recommends the following candidates
and ballot measure positions.
Please vote!

House of Representatives
Anna Eshoo (D) (Incumbent)

State Senate
Mike Brownrigg (D)
(See editorial published on Feb. 14 at paloaltoonline.com/news/2020/02/14/editorial-brownrigg-forstate-senate )

State Assembly
Marc Berman (D) (Incumbent)

Santa Clara County Supervisor
Joe Simitian (Incumbent)

Measure G (Foothill-De Anza College District)
$898 million bond measure
YES
(See editorial published on Feb. 21 at
paloaltoonline.com/news/2020/02/21/
editorial-yes-on-community-college-measures-g-h)

Measure H (Foothill-De Anza College District)
$48 per year parcel tax measure
YES

State Proposition 13
School Facility Bonds
YES
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Guest Opinions
Real problems need real solutions
by Pat Burt and Karen Holman
very city survey in recent years shows
that the top problems facing us are
housing affordability and transportation, including the need to separate our rail
crossings before they become gridlocked
from Caltrain’s upcoming expansion.
The Palo Alto City Council is considering a business tax to take on these problems, which are largely driven by explosive
tech-company growth. Existing city revenues can’t mitigate these impacts. The city
simply lacks funding to meet these needs.
Increases in city revenues and temporary
surpluses are being used for critical infrastructure investments and to pay down the
huge unfunded pension liability facing all
cites.
A little-known secret is that Silicon Valley companies currently pay exceptionally
low business taxes, less than 5% of what
employers pay in San Francisco. And we
are among the only cities in the region with
no business tax at all. Nevertheless, the
Silicon Valley Leadership Group and the
Palo Alto Chamber of Commerce are leading well-funded opposition to a tax, making
a series of claims against each and every
business tax proposed while continuing to
support regressive sales, gas and bridge toll
taxes that make residents and lower income

E

workers subsidize
big tech companies
and developers. Santa Clara County Assessor Larry Stone
recently said, “Tech
companies are not
doing enough to
mitigate traffic and
housing cost imPat Burt
pacts. It’s going to
kill us.”
Let’s review some of the claims ginned up
by the business groups.
It’s a problem in search of a need.
The problems are clear — worsening traffic, unaffordable housing and the need to
build train separations.
Moderate- and low-income workers, essential for a balanced society and economy,
are being displaced, and transportation improvements keep falling behind the impacts
of business growth.
Affordable housing projects leverage city
funds to get state, federal and donor funding, but current city housing funds are essentially depleted after the recent successful
preservation of Buena Vista Mobile Home
Park and contributions to the upcoming

Wilton Court project.
This deficit has been
compounded by the
council’s decision
in 2017 to roll back
affordable-housing
impact fees on commercial development.
Since 2015, the
city has piloted a
Karen Holman
transportation management association
(TMA), which is a nonprofit partnership
to reduce commuter single-occupancy car
trips by 30%. It has worked on a pilot basis downtown by providing discounted bus
or rail passes or carpool apps for modest
income workers. If scaled throughout the
downtown and citywide, this program can
actually reduce traffic, parking demand and
CO2 emissions. However, it lacks adequate
funding. To date, funding has come primarily from the city budget rather than the business community. The business tax can fund
this program along with expanding our city
shuttle system.
Lastly, the city’s biggest traffic congestion happens at the train tracks. The city
is approaching decisions on how to separate cars, bicyclists and pedestrians from

trains, especially since Caltrain will soon
increase the number of trains. Without
train separations, we will face near gridlock at our current crossings. These sorts
of projects always require a combination
of financial resources. In 2016, county voters passed Measure B, a sales tax increase
for transportation that included a big down
payment of around $300 million for train
separations in Palo Alto. But, even for the
least costly alternatives, the city needs significant local dollars as leverage to obtain
state funds.
Absent a big change in tackling these
challenges, the livability and future prosperity of our region are simply not sustainable,
harming the very economy the business
groups claim to protect.
We’d drive away business.
On average, Palo Alto businesses pay $8/
square foot per month, twice the lease rates
in nearby San Jose, yet Palo Alto has comparable occupancy rates. The tax rate the
city is considering is only around 1/50th
the premium employers are currently paying in rent per employee. To the extent the
tax even enters business location decisions,
(continued on page 21)

Castilleja doesn’t exist in a bubble
by Mary Sylvester and Andie Reed
ur corner of Old Palo Alto, bounded by Alma Street, Embarcadero
Road, Churchill Avenue and Waverley Street, is an eclectic grouping of
small and large homes and apartments on
tree-lined streets where neighbors largely
know each other and enjoy stopping to
chat. Some of us own and some of us rent.
Among our neighbors are singles, families with school-age children and full-time
jobs, and a few of us lucky enough to be
retired.
We are also neighbors of Castilleja
School, a 100-year-old private girls’
school. Many of us have been here for decades and bought here when the school was
much smaller than today. In 1992, after the
school had purchased all the lots on the
200 block of Melville, the city of Palo Alto
gave the street itself to the school, which
increased the size of the site and provided
it with a large playing field, with no benefit
to the community. Residents lost parking
spaces, an easy walk to Embarcadero, and
a safe place for children to practice riding
a bike.
In 2013, after neighbors voiced significant concern about traffic and parking issues, it became public that the school had
been over-enrolled for 12 years. Castilleja
agreed to pay a one-time fine to the city
and began reducing student enrollment
from 448 to its legal limit of 415 enrollees and improve traffic and parking. They
reduced enrollment for two years, then
stopped for three years with the promise
of coming up with a new plan. During this
time, the neighbors worked to meaningfully engage with Castilleja and the city
to ensure an enforceable enrollment limit,
reduced traffic and fewer weeknight and

O

weekend events.
arterials serving the
In 2016, Castilleja
school and the Palo
submitted an exAlto community,
tremely ambitious
will continue to be
plan to the city
severely impacted
requesting a 30%
by any increase in
increase in enrolltraffic generated by
ment, 90 special
the school and the
events per year and
growth of Palo Alto.
an underground gaFor the benefit of
rage that would rethe community, we
quire tearing down
urge Castilleja to drop
houses and trees.
the idea of the underAndie Reed and Mary Sylvester
Once these plans
ground garage and
were released, neighbors immediately embrace shuttling. Currently the school’s
asked Castilleja and the city to lower the traffic is often burdensome and especially
profile of this project, supporting rebuild- difficult for the residents across from the
ing the school but with no garage, fewer drop-off locations on campus and unsafe
special events and a lower proposed en- for bicyclists on the Bryant Street Bike
rollment level. We neighbors attended Boulevard. Many schools have park-andthe twice-annual meetings the school is ride lots off-site for the purpose of shuttling
required to host with residents, and the their students to and from school and greatly
school routinely put off our questions and reducing traffic and parking problems in
concerns.
the neighborhoods where they are located.
Fast forward to Feb. 10, when Castilleja Castilleja’s new plans take away 60 surface
submitted a new plan alternative that re- parking spaces in order to put 96-parking
tains the houses but not mature oaks and spaces underground, for a net increase of 36
redwood trees. The school’s need to mod- spaces. Why not leave the surface parking
ernize its facility is recognized and not primarily for teachers and administrators,
opposed by neighbors. However, an under- with some exceptions, and establish an exground garage and a huge jump in enroll- panded shuttle program? This may be chalment from 415 to 540 students should not lenging, but we believe the school is up to
be allowed at the expense of the neighbor- it and will want to adapt to climate change
hood and the larger Palo Alto community. goals and respect their neighbors.
We are encouraged that the draft EnvironCastilleja is a nonprofit corporation and
mental Impact Report and the city con- does not pay taxes and yet uses Palo Alto
vinced the school not to destroy housing, services and infrastructure to serve a stubut an underground garage is a carbon-gen- dent body 75% of whom are from outside
erating hole that invites traffic and further Palo Alto. Why should the school accrue
erodes the character of the neighborhood. benefits and the residents pay the costs,
Embarcadero and Alma, which are main both literally and in terms of impact?
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Other local private schools without sufficient acreage to expand acquired additional sites when their enrollment reached
their use permit limits, for example Crystal Springs, Nueva, Keyes, Pinewood, St.
Francis and Harker.
Where do we go from here? Castilleja
has proven in three-and-a-half years that
it has zero incentive to include neighbors’
needs and interests in its master plan. The
school expects it will get the votes at the
City Council, the final arbiters. City staff
is doing its job, responding to the school’s
application. Residents are limited to threeminute statements at public meetings, writing letters and holding neighborhood meetings with public officials as their primary
means of participation.
It’s not too late for the city to invest in
our neighborhood as it has North Ventura,
South of Forest Avenue and even the rail
redesign group XCAP.
We are willing to assist the city with creative ideas to achieve some of the school’s
goals. Although the school won’t engage,
we expect to have standing in our own
neighborhood. Leaving neighbors, important stakeholders in the process, out of the
loop is inefficient and expensive for all
sides.
Now’s the time for the city and Castilleja
to engage the neighbors and give us a meaningful place at the table. It is not too late to
ask for our input and give us a chance to
support the school’s re-construction in the
interest of community unity. Q
Andie Reed is a retired accountant
living on Melville Avenue. Mary Sylvester
is a 40-year resident of Palo Alto, where
she is professionally employed and has
raised her two children.

Spectrum

Solutions
(continued from page 20)

the market will limit property
owners to slightly smaller rent
increases.
In addition, business taxes routinely provide exemptions or discounts to protect small retailers,
the hospitality industry and small
businesses. Critically, small businesses will benefit from big business paying for better transit, less
congestion and more affordable
housing for their workers.
Striking comparisons are
found in East Palo Alto and
San Francisco. In 2018, East
Palo Alto passed a significant
business tax on larger offices.
Rather than stifling growth as
opponents claimed, major new
development followed the new
tax. San Francisco has a series of
business taxes that charge more
than 20 times the average rates
in Silicon Valley, yet it remains
overwhelmed by growth. Despite
its affluence, Silicon Valley is an
exceptionally low business-tax
region.
Chris Thornberg, founder of
Beacon Economics, said, “Taxes
don’t have a lot of impact on business decisions. It’s something that
has been exaggerated for years.”
Business groups have thrown up
a word salad of arguments against
each and every form of business
tax. And yet they have not come
forward with cooperative solutions to the primary issues facing
our community, for which they
both share responsibility and will
benefit from solutions.
The council must yet decide the
tax scale, what exemptions or discounts to allow certain businesses,
whether to charge per employee or
per square foot, and how the dollars will be used. We hope that
the community engages on these
issues.
The bottom line is that if businesses want to continue to thrive
in our region, they need to accept
their responsibilities to pay their
fair share to mitigate the impacts
they have created and which to
this point have been borne disproportionately by residents. Q
Karen Holman is a former Palo
Alto Planning Commissioner,
City Council member and
mayor who currently represents
Palo Alto as president of the
Midpeninsula Regional Open
Space District Board.
Pat Burt is a former CEO, Palo
Alto Planning Commissioner,
City Council member and mayor.

Check out
Town Square!
Hundreds of local topics are
being discussed by local
residents on Town Square, a
reader forum sponsored by
the Weekly at PaloAltoOnline.
com/square. Post your own
comments, ask questions or
just stay up on what people are
talking about around town!

Teen joins Palo Alto Online bloggers
Jessica Zang, a Palo Alto-born Gunn High
School student who’s passionate about linking high
school life to the bigger picture, has started a blog at
PaloAltoOnline.com/blogs. Through “A teen’s Palo
Alto,” Zang promises to write about “everything a
high schooler, parent or incoming student needs to
know about high school life.”
Here’s a sampling from her first post,
“Overachieving in High School: Is It Worth It?”
“In Palo Alto, where every high-achieving parent moves to get closer
to Stanford and give their children the best education, emphasis on
schoolwork is often overwhelming. With friends skipping two math
levels and peers owning profitable startups, it’s easy to feel a push to
be the best. Here, peer pressure takes a wholly different form. Instead
of pressuring friends to hit vapes or smoke joints, students indirectly
pressure their peers to overachieve by overachieving themselves.”

Letters
(continued from page 19)

the school will not demolish the
houses at 1235 and 1263 Emerson
St., the neighbors and those opposed to the expansion plans are
encouraged to “be reasonable,”
“negotiate,” “be good neighbors”
and say, “OK, let’s build.” Sorry,
I can’t.
Castilleja’s original plans were
so unreasonable and harmful to
the neighborhood; its impact report
was so incomplete and shoddy;
and its claim to be the only institution able to educate girls for future
leadership roles was so offensive.
I cannot jump on the Castilleja
bandwagon.

Rather, the parking garage is
best removed from Castilleja’s
expansion plans. Student enrollment is best returned to the number allowed by the conditional-use
permit (after 15 years of noncompliance) and shuttle buses are
best hired to transport students
from out of town locations. These
will solve the need for a garage
and eliminate resulting traffic
concerns.
My daughter received an excellent education during her six years
at Castilleja. However, Castilleja’s
current expansion plans are unreasonable and are not compatible with
its campus size. The school needs
to return to the drawing board.
Rita C. Vrhel
Channing Avenue, Palo Alto

Need a trusty resource
VQJGNRƂZVJKPIU
CTQWPF[QWTJQOG!

Felipe’s

Avenidas’ Handyman Services
program has been caring for
homes on the mid-Peninsula
since 1976!

Markets

We take the worry out of
>Û}Ìw`>`ÃiiVÌÌ i
right workers for any job:

Organic & Conventional Produce/ Local Dairy/
Imported Cheese/ European & Mediterranean Specialties

• Electrical repairs

Visit us at any of our three locations!
Cupertino Market

Felipe’s Market

Foothill Produce

19725 Stevens Creek Blvd
Cupertino, Ca 95014
(408) 777-9111

1101 W. El Camino Real
Sunnyvale, Ca 94087
(408) 720-8111

2310 Homestead Rd Ste. D
Los Altos, Ca 94024
(408) 735-7775

CupertinoMarket.com

FelipesMarket.com

FoothillProduce.com

Subscribe to our websites to receive our weekly deals!

WEEKLY SPECIALS: Valid through March 5, 2020

Navel
Oranges

69¢
per lb.

California
Almonds

$

4.99
per lb.

10% OFF

Bananas

Organic
Fuji Apples

49¢

99¢

per lb.

• Accessibility installation
• Plumbing repairs
• Interior and exterior painting
• Yardwork
• Security installation
• Minor carpentry jobs

per lb

Offering below-market rates!

your entire produce purchase
Valid through March 5, 2020

(650) 289-5426
450 Bryant Street, Palo Alto
avenidas.org
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THE 34TH ANNUAL PALO ALTO WEEKLY

FOR OFFICIAL RULES AND ENTRY FORM, VISIT:

www.paloaltoonline.com/short_story

Prizes for First, Second
and Third place winners
in each category:

Adult,
Young Adult (15-17)
and Teen (12-14)
ENTRY DEADLINE:
March 27, 2020 at 5pm
ALL stories must be
2,500 words or less
Sponsored by:
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Arts & Entertainment
A weekly guide to music, theater, art, culture, books and more, edited by Karla Kane

Choreographer Aleta Hayes (center) directs the company in
movement warm ups as they begin to create choreography for
“Everybody.” Courtesy of Stanford TAPS.

Stanford’s winter play explores the mysteries
of life, death and casting by lottery
by Karla Kane

E

very theatrical venture
comes with its own challenges, but Branden Jacobs-Jenkins’ play “Everybody”
has an especially intriguing
premise: The cast members are
chosen for their roles by lottery
at the start of each show, making
each performance a unique experience for audiences and performers alike.
“Everybody,” the winter offering from Stanford University’s
department of Theater and Performance Studies (TAPS), is a
Pulitzer Prize-nominated 2017
adaptation of a 15th-century morality play called “Everyman.”
“It’s a play about death and life
and the choices you make,” director Michael Rau said. “Mostly,
it’s a way of thinking about death,
which sounds very serious, but I
promise it’s also a comedy.”
With the title character standing in for all of humankind and
the others (called “somebodies”)
representing allegorical concepts
such as “friendship” and “family,” it’s a play that’s not afraid
to explore some pretty big ideas,
especially the biggest question of
all — What is the meaning of life?
By using a different actor to
embody “Everybody” for each

performance, the show not only
becomes a more diverse representation of humanity, it also
gives the five actors in the cast the
chance to play five different roles
over the course of the production’s
two-weekend run. Of course, it
also presents the challenge of having to memorize the entire script
and know each and every character’s lines and blocking.
“After they get their lotto ball
— that is 100% completely random — they figure out, ‘OK,
great, so I’m going to play this
character tonight,’” Rau said.
“It is literally impossible to
rehearse every single variation,
so what the audience will see on
each night will probably be some
version of the play that I’ve never
rehearsed.”
And though he was careful in
his conversation with the Weekly
not to share too much detail, preferring to keep as many elements
as possible fresh and mysterious
for audiences, he did reveal that
the cast does not consist solely of
Stanford undergraduates.
“Because this play is called ‘Everybody’ it was important to me
that we have different representations of the wider Palo Alto community,” he said.

The play’s unusual format also
poses interesting opportunities for
the rest of the creative team.
“The challenge for me was
to figure out a space that could
transform many times. ... It’s
clear that our understanding of the
world that we’re sitting in should
change, over and over again,”
scenic designer Sara Walsh said.
“It changes sometimes because
the characters realize something
about the world and that is reflected back (in the set).”
The energy and anxiety inherent in watching a show come together that has never happened
before and likely never will again
also helps bring vitality to the
production, according to Walsh.
“What you’re seeing that night
is unique,” Rau said. “The show
you are getting that night will be
unlike any other show.”
Costume designer Becky Bodurtha had the task of coming up
with costume pieces that could
work for each hypothetical combination of actors and roles while
still allowing each performer’s
personality to shine through.
“How do you create a design
that can accommodate every single actor in all of these roles and
also make it really evident every

single time that they put on a costume piece to create a character,
that it is that character? And help
them sort of sketch and form that
character,” she mused. “It’s kind
of a great challenge.”
Rau also brought in choreographer Aleta Hayes to create a
cathartic “Danse Macabre” sequence, performed by a group of
dancers known as “anybodies”
(Danse Macabre is a medieval allegorical depiction of the universality of death regardless of one’s
station in life, often shown as a
circle or parade of skeletons).
Like the acting cast, Hayes is
working with some performers
who may not typically identify
as Stanford dancers, offering another opportunity to represent a
more diverse community.
“All dance within a theater
piece, it’s not about dancing by itself, it’s about how does the dance
or the music serve the narrative,”
Hayes said.
With so many possible iterations, the character of Everybody,
as well as the tone of the show
overall, can also vary.
“Last night (at rehearsal), it
made me think Everybody is
more like ‘Seinfeld,’ almost like
the straight man that other people
interact with,” Hayes said. “I was
surprised by how funny it was. I
did not expect to laugh as much
as I did.”
Audience members able to attend more than one performance
can compare and contrast how
Everybody’s journey is different
depending on how the casting
shakes out, and how much of the
experience is universal.

“Everybody’s” willingness to
explore death — a topic many,
especially younger people, try
to avoid — is also part of what
makes it special to the creative
team.
“This is not a conversation that
is had with young people, ever,”
Hayes said, despite the fact that “it
happens to everybody.”
Death, after all, is the great
equalizer. “There’s nothing to do
but laugh at (death) because one,
it’s a complete mystery and two, it
does feel quite random; you can’t
control it,” Hayes said.
Though it’s a sometimes-uncomfortable subject, “What theater can do is create a space for us
to sit and think about something
that maybe we’re not ready to go
through but offers us a way to explore those ideas in a safe environment,” Rau said.
“As scary as death is ... how
frightened or angry or sad it can
make you, the only rational way to
think about death, in my opinion,
is to approach it with an attitude
of gratitude. ... To say, ‘Oh I know
that I’m going to die ... that means
I need to now start thinking about
how to live the life I have.’” Q
Arts & Entertainment Editor
Karla Kane can be emailed at
kkane@paweekly.com.
What: “Everybody.”
Where: Roble Studio Theater,
375 Santa Teresa St., Stanford.
When: February 27-29 and
March 5-7 at 8 p.m.
Cost: $5-$15.
Info: taps.stanford.edu/
everybody.
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Arts & Entertainment

Courtesy of Oshman Family JCC

Jazz singer/songwriter Kat Edmonson will perform in Palo Alto March 4.

Kat Edmonson believes
in the power of dreams

Jazz singer/songwriter brings her mix of dreamy originals
and retro childhood favorites to Palo Alto March 4
by Yoshi Kato
o much of Kat Edmonson’s
sound and career is like
that of a proverbial dream
that it’s only appropriate that her
latest album fully captures that
aesthetic.
“Dreamers Do,” the fifth album
from the 36-year-old singer/songwriter/jazz vocalist, whose evergreen style has been described as
“vintage,” was released on Feb. 7
by MRI/Spinnerette Records. It
debuted at the No. 1 spot on the
iTunes jazz chart and continues
the evolution of her sonic trademark of arrangements and a vocal delivery that, like Chris Isaak,
Julee Cruise and the late Roy
Orbison, can sound both timeless
and of a specific era — mid-20th
century in this case.
The Austin, Texas, resident is
currently touring in support of
“Dreamers Do,” including a Palo
Alto stop on Wednesday, March 4,
at Oshman Family JCC’s Schultz
Cultural Arts Hall.
The themed album is rooted in
standards and is largely sourced
from Disney and other classic
children’s films. “‘When You
Wish Upon a Star’ was the first
one and then ‘A Dream is a Wish
Your Heart Makes’ from ‘Cinderella’ was the second,” Edmonson
revealed, when asked about what
dream-related songs came to mind
as she was planning “Dreamers
Do.”
“And then I just started scouring my brain for the songs I used
to listen to as a kid,” she continued, by phone from a tour stop in
Taos, New Mexico. “‘What were
the movies that really inspired
me?’ So I called my mom, and we
talked about it.
“I listened to a lot of old Disney
music in my childhood,” she said,
and heard the message that if “you
keep on believing and having faith

S
“MOON sticks
the landing!”
San Diego Magazine

Before Sally Ride, there was Jerrie Cobb

They Promised Her
the Moon
By

Laurel Ollstein
Directed by

March 4–29
Lucie Stern Theatre, Palo Alto
theatreworks.org 650.463.1960

SARAH MITCHELL / PHOTO KEVIN BERNE

Giovanna Sardelli
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in your dreams, your dreams will
come true.”
Another song gave some decidedly more grown-up device, albeit
in a humorous form.
“One song that isn’t a Disney
song but ended up making it on
the record is called ‘Be Careful
What You Wish.’ It’s from the
animated Warner Brothers picture
‘The Incredible Mr. Limpet,’ from
the 1960s that stars Don Knotts.
And he turns into a fish,” she noted, with a chuckle.
Though “Dreamers Do” largely features other covers such as
“Go to Sleep” (from “Babes in
Toyland”), “Chim Chim Cheree” (from “Mary Poppins”) and
“What a Wonderful World,” it’s
rooted in an Edmonson original,
“Too Late To Dream.”
“I wrote it when I was asking
some really heavy questions,”
she said “‘Is there ever a point in
our lives where it’s too late for (a
dream) to be practical?’ After that
I ended up on a journey, if you
will, to find an answer. And that
took me back to early childhood.
“When I was a kid living in
Houston, I was listening to music
from the ’30s through the ’60s.
That was the bulk of my musical
library,” she said. “So the sounds
that come out of me reflect that
strong influence of old movies and
musicals and old TV.”
She couldn’t share that love with
her peers. “I assumed it wasn’t
very cool, so I kept it under my
hat,” she admitted. But a year at
the College of Charleston in South
Carolina proved to be her entryway to eventually finding and
crafting her own sound.
“There was a local blues club,
and I got in with a fake ID. I talked
to some of the musicians there and
ended up sitting in,” she said. “I
could call a familiar tune, and then

they gave me free beer!”
Relocating to Austin, Edmonson
auditioned for the second season of
“American Idol” before pursuing
her own musical path. While working at a bar, she a met jazz trombonist who invited her to a local
jam session once she learned that
she was a fledgling jazz musician.
“I went and just walked up to
the bandstand and said ‘I’d like to
sit in.’ So they said, ‘Yeah, okay.
Have a seat.’ And then I waited
for four hours before they let me
get up,” she recounted. “But once
I sang, I was able to hang in with
the band.”
She was invited back, “and
within six months of doing that,
I met enough people and booked
enough gigs that I was able to quit
my day job,” she marveled.
Edmonson released her debut
album, “Take to the Sky,” in 2009.
Her follow-up album, “Way Down
Low” from 2012 featured jazz luminaries, such as organist Larry
Goldings and guitarist Matt Munisteri, as well as a featured vocal
from legendary Texan Lyle Lovett.
“There’s great power, a quiet
power, from merely having a
dream. That’s where creativity
comes from,” she said. “And that’s
where a lot of action is actually
born.” Q
Freelance writer Yoshi
Kato can be emailed at
yoshiyoungblood@earthlink.
net.
What: Kat Edmonson.
Where: Schultz Cultural Arts
Hall, Oshman Family JCC,
3921 Fabian Way, Palo Alto.
When: Wednesday,
March 4, 7:30 p.m.
Cost: $25-$35.
Info: paloaltojcc.org/Events/
kat-edmonson.

Arts & Entertainment

Earthwise Productions

WorthaLook

MAR

6-7

Tim and
Greg of
The Mother
Hips

MAR

Akira Tana
Otonowa

13

MAR

16

Concert

Exhibition

Raphaella Smits, Davisson Duo

Palo Alto Camera Club

Acclaimed Belgian classical guitarist Raphaella Smits,
who plays an eight-string guitar and other historical
instruments, will perform Saturday, Feb. 29, at 7 p.m.
at First Lutheran Church, 600 Homer Ave. in Palo
Alto. Tickets for the performance, which is sponsored
by the Peninsula Guitar Series, are $15-$25 and are
available at brownpapertickets.com/event/4499192.
Opening the show will be local siblings Jack and Elle
Davisson, a classical guitar duo.

The Palo Alto Camera Club will open its spring
print exhibition on March 2 at the Community
School of Music and Arts, 230 San Antonio
Circle, Mountain View. Featured will be 59 color
and monochrome photos created by 27 club
members with genres including landscape,
portrait, flora, fauna, travel and more. The show
runs through March 30 and admission is free.
An artist’s reception will be held at CSMA on
Saturday, March 7, 3-5 p.m. More information is
available at pacamera.com.

Artist talk
An evening with Common
Multi-award-nominated musician, actor
and activist Common is coming to Stanford
University’s Memorial Auditorium (551 Jane
Stanford Way) on Tuesday, March 3, at 7:30
p.m. Common will discuss his artistic career,
including his new book, “Let Love Have the Last
Word,” and his social-justice advocacy work in
the areas of mass incarceration, mental health
and voting. The conversation will be led by
Stanford education professor Adam Banks and
is presented by Stanford Live and Stanford Arts
Institute. Tickets are $10-$52 and available at
stanfordlivetickets.org.

MAR

CJ Chenier
Dartmouth Coast Jazz Orchestra

APR

As part of its “Dance Series 1” production, Smuin Contemporary Ballet will honor musician Johnny
Cash with a ballet inspired by the latter part of his career, choreographed by James Kudelka. Trading
their ballet slippers for cowboy boots, four dancers perform ballet with country-western dance
influences, “telling an emotional journey that captures love, loss, grief, desperation, resilience, and
determination — a gritty portrait of the American working-class,” according to a press release. Also
featured in the program will be Rex Wheeler’s “Take Five,” choreographed to the music of Dave
Brubeck, and the revival of founder Michael Smuin’s “Carmina Burana.” “Dance Series 1” performs
at Mountain View Center for the Performing Arts, 500 Castro St., through March 1. Showtimes
are Friday and Saturday at 7:30 p.m., Saturday and Sunday at 2 p.m. Tickets are $25-$79 and are
available at tickets.mvcpa.com/eventperformances.asp?evt=335.

Jenny Scheinman and
Allison Miller

Laura Veirs

APR

Smuin honors ‘The Man in Black’

Parlour
Game

Amendola vs. Blades vs.
Trance Mission

APR

Chris Hardy

Dance

20
6
10
17

Akira Tana, Ken
Okada, Masuru Koga,
Art Hirahara

Myra Melford

Mitchell Park
Community Center, Palo Alto

For more information:
(650) 305-0701 or eventbrite.com

Food reporting you won't
ﬁnd anywhere else.

Opera
50 years of opera scholarships
The Henry and Maria Holt Memorial Opera
Scholarship Fund is celebrating its 50th year
of supporting promising opera singers with
its annual competition on Sunday, March 8,
at 1 p.m. at the Lucie Stern Ballroom, 1305
Middlefield Road, Palo Alto. Admission to
observe the competition is free and open to
the public. More information is available at
holtscholarship.org/.

Smuin dancers Tessa Barbour, Zachary Artice, João Sampaio and Mengjun Chen perform in James
Kudelka’s “The Man in Black,” set to the music of Johnny Cash, part of Smuin’s “Dance Series 1.”

Sign up for the only
food newsletter
on the Peninsula at
paloaltoonline.com/
BY E L E N A K A DVA N Y
express
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Eating Out

A TASTE OF THE Lev"g

From knafeh to baklava, Menlo Park baker brings Middle Eastern sweets to the Peninsula
Story by Elena Kadvany
Photos by Sammy Dallal

M

ore than the taste of knafeh,
Maya Fezzani remembers the
movement of her grandmother’s
hands making the traditional Middle Eastern
dessert.
Growing up in Lebanon and Syria, she’d
watch her grandmother fold kataifi, shredded
phyllo dough, in butter.
“It definitely was not hands-on because
she didn’t allow anyone in the kitchen, but
it was all about seeing, tasting and smelling
when she was baking,” Fezzani recalled. “I
was all eyes on her.”
Decades later and thousands of miles
away, Fezzani channels her grandmother in
a commercial kitchen in Menlo Park, where
she preps and bakes all of the desserts for
her Middle Eastern sweets company, Levant
Dessert. Her hands fold unsalted butter into
a tangle of frozen kataifi in a pan. She lines
muffin tins with the mixture and layers each
with cream or cheese and butter, then bakes
them until they’re golden and fill the kitchen
with a toasty, sweet aroma.
Levant Dessert is Fezzani’s first-ever food
venture. She was born in Lebanon and lived
in Syria as a young girl before her family
left for England. She eventually met her husband there, whose work moved them to Hong
Kong, Chicago, back to England and then
Silicon Valley in 2008. She worked for her
husband’s solar startup and also in logistics
at Nordstrom, but neither were fulfilling for
her.

Top: Maya Fezzani sells homemade baklava, knafeh and other Middle Eastern sweets.
Above: Cheese-filled knafeh at Levant Dessert.
Fezzani, bubbly and earnest, said she
would always bring her Middle Eastern desserts to dinner parties — homemade knafeh,
baklava, pudding tinged with orange blossom, barazek — and friends often urged
her to take her hobby to the next level. She
started seriously considering it a few years
ago, and was particularly inspired by the
opening of Mademoiselle Colette in Menlo
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Park. Seeing the French bakery come to fruition helped her envision what it would be like
to start her own venture.
Fezzani started with special orders and
events, then pop-ups at Nordstrom and Facebook. In 2019, she opened a storefront inside
Sultana restaurant in Menlo Park after meeting the owner at a bridal shower she catered.
Sultana diners can order from her menu, but

customers can also come in to purchase her
desserts directly.
Knafeh is Fezzani’s calling card. She
makes several versions, including one filled
with cream and another with mozzarella and
mascarpone cheeses. Knafeh is traditionally
filled with akawi, a salty Middle Eastern
cheese, but Fezzani said she hasn’t found a
good-enough version in the Bay Area. After
the knafeh are baked, she drizzles each one
with homemade orange blossom syrup.
Her custom knafeh cakes — shaped into
numbers and letters for birthday parties,
pacifiers for baby showers and even female
body parts for a bachelorette party (she declined a request for a male body part) — have
become popular. At a recent birthday party,
one satisfied customer declared, “knafeh is
the new cake.”
Fezzani also makes a series of seasonal
milk and rice puddings with toppings such
as nuts, orange blossom syrup, apricot paste
or raspberry coulis. For winter, she has a
caraway cinnamon pudding that’s traditionally served when a woman gives birth, she
said, either as a hot, creamy drink or put in
the fridge to set for a chilled pudding. Fezzani also makes balooza, a Syrian rice pudding topped with orange curd. She thickens
the puddings with salep, a flour made from
orchid roots that’s common in the Middle
East, along with a gluten-free version using
cornstarch instead.
Because of frequent dietary restrictions
and requests from customers, Fezzani has
added gluten-free and vegan desserts to her
lineup, including using vegan butter to make

Eating Out
pistachio baklava and coconut
oil in sfoof, a Lebanese turmeric
cake (which she serves with English custard, a vestige of her years
in England). She’s also cognizant
about how much sugar goes into
her desserts, so they’re all subtly, rather than sickly, sweet. She
makes her own sugar-free stevia
syrup and wants to experiment
with monk fruit as a sweetener
— not only for health reasons but
also for flavor, she said.
“I believe in tasting all the flavors in a dessert,” Fezzani said.
Soon, she plans to add savory
items and a line of Middle Eastern-inspired chocolate desserts,
such as ganache with dates and
pistachio.
Fezzani isn’t sure whether she
wants to graduate to her own
brick-and-mortar bakery. Like
her grandmother, she likes being hands-on and in full control
of the business she built from
scratch. The hours she spends
tweaking recipes and baking
into the evening are a gift, she
said, a way of doing something
for herself after years of raising
her children and working unsatisfying jobs.
“It’s a story I’m writing myself,” she said of the bakery. “I
don’t want anyone else to write
it for me.”
For more information, visit
levantdessert.com. Q
Staff writer Elena Kadvany
can be emailed at ekadvany@
paweekly.com.

Maya Fezzani’s Lebanese sfoof cake, made with semolina and
turmeric (top) and knafeh (bottom), which she fills with cream
or cheese.

Music, Theater, Dance, & More

Bing Studio

An Evening with Common
with Professor of Education,
Adams Banks
Common—the Emmy, Academy
Award, Golden Globe, and
Grammy award winning
artist—will spend an evening at
Stanford this March.
TUE, MAR 3
7:30 P M
M E M O R I A L AU D I TO R I U M

BUY TICKETS

Michael Barenboim &

Dreamer’s Circus

West-Eastern

This spring, experience the
power of music to heal and
unite with a group of Arab and
Israeli musicians defying fierce
political forces at
Bing Concert Hall.

The Dreamers have swept
up awards for Talent,
Album, and Artist Of The
Year at the Danish Folk
Music Awards. Catch the
three Danes of Dreamers’
Circus in the intimacy of the
Bing Studio during their visit
to Stanford.

W E D, M A R 4
7:30 P M
B I N G C O N C E RT H A L L

T H U, M A R 12
7:00 P M & 9:00 P M
B I N G ST U D I O

Divan Ensemble

live.stanford.edu

650.724.2464

Colin Quinn: The Wrong
Side of History
Comedy at the Bing
Colin Quinn is a stand-up
comedian from Brooklyn
who has been featured
on MTV, Broadway, SNL
and more. See him for two
nights in the Bing Studio.
F R I & SAT, M A R 13 & 14
7:00 P M & 9:00 P M
B I N G ST U D I O

SEASON
SPONSOR:

SEASON MEDIA
SPONSOR:
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Movies

NOW SHOWING

#SheToo

‘The Assistant’ dramatizes the issues underlying
the Weinstein case and others
0001/2 (Aquarius)
Kitty Green’s drama “The Assistant” features a put-upon female protagonist working in the
outer office of a movie mogul we
never see or hear but whose outsized presence overshadows everything. In the wake of real-life
movie mogul Harvey Weinstein’s
recent guilty verdict for rape and
sexual assault, “The Assistant”
has the benefit of relevance in

the current news cycle — but
it’s about something much larger
than even Weinstein, who threw
his weight around Hollywood for
years.
To craft her first fiction film
as writer-director, Green applied
her skills as a documentarian,
interviewing women at the bottom of the corporate ladder in a
variety of industries. And while

The Department of Communication Presents:

The 2020 Rebele Symposium

Meet the Press:

COVERING BATTLEGROUND STATES
The day after Super Tuesday, reporters
from Pennsylvania, Wisconsin, Michigan
and Florida will discuss how covering the
2020 election compares to past campaigns
given the level of political polarization
in the country and discuss the impact of
misinformation and disinformation online
on the vote and explore ways to restore
respect and credible fact-based news in
a digital era.

Amy Hollyfield
Senior deputy editor of news for the Tampa Bay Times.

Emily Lawler
Political reporter and editor
for MLive.

Mica Soellner
Political reporter forthe Appleton Post Crescent
and the USA TODAY NETWORK-Wisconsin.

Julia Terruso
Philadelphia Inquirer 2020
presidential election reporter.

Moderated by Janine Zacharia, Carlos Kelly McClatchy Lecturer

7pm Wednesday, March 4
Bechtel Conference Center,
Encina Hall
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Julia Garner stars in “The Assistant.”
film’s plot ultimately takes shape
around sexual misconduct and the
sexual gratification of an alphamale boss, Green examines the
broader parameters of sexism in
the workplace.
“The Assistant” provides an
unsettling, and realistic, look
at a young woman navigating a
fraught American workplace still
largely in the grip of the patriarchy. The film rests on the shoulders of talented up-and-comer
Julia Garner (who blazes with a
different flavor of intensity on
Netflix’s “Ozark”). As junior
assistant Jane, Garner subtly embodies the inner war within so
many in positions of powerlessness. How much is she willing to
put up with? And can she afford
not to?
Cleverly, Green fits these
themes into one eventful and yet
all-too-typical day at the office,
from Jane’s wee-hours commute
into Midtown Manhattan to her
quiet dark-of-night departure.
Slowly, deliberately, Green depicts the accumulation of indignities for a woman in a boy’s
club environment. The two male
assistants (Jon Orsini and Noah
Robbins) who ostensibly share
responsibility with Jane breezily banter with each other and
take on the work that’ll make
them most likely to succeed, delegating the worst tasks overtly
or by default to Jane. Although
Jane has the least seniority —
until the arrival of a conspicuously unqualified young woman
(Kristine Froseth) — the office
culture implies that men are unlikely to do the tasks expected of
Jane: making coffee, cleaning up

after the boss and her peers, ordering everyone’s lunch and even
handling the boss’ used syringes
(an allusion to Weinstein’s use of
erectile-dysfunction medication).
In this context, a paper cut is
the least of the stings Jane feels.
Although she does share some
organizational duties (“manning”
the phones and making travel arrangements), her nominally senior
colleagues pawn off career-risky
tasks to her in a manner that
clearly makes them gendered:
onboarding the new female hire
and taking the call of her boss’
wife with the understanding that
Jane should lie about her bosses’
whereabouts if she knows what’s
good for her. But it’s that new
hire that takes Jane beyond the
pale and forces her into a moral
dilemma. Faced with circumstantial evidence of, shall we say,
human-resources violations, Jane
takes a meeting with a corporate
stooge (Matthew Macfadyen). It’s
a climax that avoids sky-high fireworks in favor of ground-shifting
aftershocks.
“The Assistant” functions as
a thoughtful post-mortem on the
institutional enabling of a monster like Weinstein, but also an
encapsulation of decades of oncecountenanced belittling of women
in male-dominated business environments (and political ones).
As the #MeToo movement gains
ground in the workplace, a film
like Green’s plays its part not by
preaching, but by gathering intel,
speaking truth to power and winning hearts and minds.
Rated R for some language.
One hour, 27 minutes.
— Peter Canavese

Courtesy of Bleeker Street Media

OPENINGS

1917 (R) ++1/2 Century 16:
Fri. - Sun. Century 20: Fri. - Sun.
ShowPlace Icon: Fri. - Sun.
The Assistant (R)
Aquarius
Theatre: Fri. - Sun.
Bad Boys for Life (R) ++ Century
16: Fri. - Sun. Century 20: Fri.
- Sun.
The Bad Sleep Well (1960) (Not
Rated)
Stanford Theatre: Fri.
- Sun.
Bheeshma (Not Rated)
Century
16: Fri. - Sun.
Brahms: The Boy II (PG-13)
Century 16: Fri. - Sun. Century
20: Fri. - Sun.
The Call of the Wild (PG)
Century 16: Fri. - Sun. Century
20: Fri. - Sun. ShowPlace Icon:
Fri. - Sun.
Emma (PG)
Palo Alto Square:
Fri. - Sun.s
Fantasy Island (PG-13)
Century
16: Fri. - Sun.
The Gentlemen (R)
Century
20: Fri. - Sun. ShowPlace Icon:
Fri. - Sun.
Harley Quinn: Birds of Prey (R) +++
Century 16: Fri. - Sun. Century
20: Fri. - Sun. ShowPlace Icon:
Fri. - Sun.
High and Low (1963) (Not Rated)
Stanford Theatre: Fri. - Sun.
Impractical Jokers: The Movie
(PG-13)
Century 16: Fri. - Sun.
Century 20: Fri. - Sun.
The Invisible Man (R)
Century
20: Fri. - Sun. ShowPlace Icon:
Fri. - Sun.
JoJo Rabbit (PG-13)
Century 20:
Fri. - Sun.
Knives Out (Not Rated)
ShowPlace Icon: Fri. - Sun.
Little Women (2019) (PG)
+++1/2 Century 20: Fri. - Sun.
ShowPlace Icon: Fri. - Sun.
The Lodge (R)
Century 16: Fri. Sun. Century 20: Fri. - Sun.
My Boyfriend’s Meds (Las Pildoras
De Mi Novio) (R)
Century 16: Fri.
- Sun. Century 20: Fri. - Sun.
My Hero Academia: Heroes
Rising (PG-13)
Century 16:
Fri. - Sun. Century 20: Fri. - Sun.
ShowPlace Icon: Fri. - Sun.
Parasite (R) +++1/2 Aquarius
Theatre: Fri. - Sun. Century 20:
Fri. - Sun. ShowPlace Icon: Fri.
- Sun.
Portrait of a Lady on Fire (R)
Palo Alto Square: Fri. - Sun.
Seberg (R)
Century 20: Fri. Sun.
Shubh Mangal Zyada Saavdhan
(Not Rated)
Century 16: Fri. Sun.
Sonic the Hedgehog (PG)
Century 16: Fri. - Sun. Century
20: Fri. - Sun. ShowPlace Icon:
Fri. - Sun.
Star Wars: The Rise of Skywalker
(PG-13) ++1/2 Century 20:
Fri. - Sun.

+ Skip it ++ Some redeeming
qualities +++ A good bet
++++ Outstanding

Find trailers, star ratings
and reviews on the web
at PaloAltoOnline.com/
movies

Answers to this week’s puzzles, which can be found on page 47.

Home&Real Estate

OPEN HOME GUIDE 43
Also online at PaloAltoOnline.com

A weekly guide to home, garden and real estate news

Home Front
LOCAL RENTS INCREASE ...
Palo Alto rents saw an 0.4%
increase in January and have
increased 3.3% compared to the
same time last year, far beyond
the state average of 1.3% year
over year growth, according to
the February 2020 Rent Report
published by Apartment List.
“This is the second straight
month that the city has seen
rent increases after a decline
in November of last year,”
according to the report, which
noted that current median rents
in Palo Alto are $2,554 for a onebedroom apartment and $3,203
for a two-bedroom. Read the full
report at apartmentlist.com.
SEED LIBRARY ... The Menlo
Park Library is introducing its
new seed library, where users
can “check out” seeds to plant
in their home gardens. At a free
event on Wednesday, March 4,
7-8:30 p.m., at the library, find
out how to check out seeds,
get growing tips and learn more
about the seed library and how
it works. The Menlo Park Library
is located at 800 Alma St., Menlo
Park. For more information, visit
menlopark.org/389/Library or
call 650-330-2501.
FABMO IS MOVING ...
As of March 1, FabMo, a
local nonprofit that rescues
discontinued designer fabrics,
will leave its Mountain View digs
to set up shop in Sunnyvale,
according to a post on the
organization’s Facebook page.
“We loved our time on Terra
Bella (Avenue) in Mountain
View but our lease came to an
end,” the post said. FabMo’s
new spot will have new hours
and an updated schedule for
“selection events,” which
are monthly opportunities for
the public to shop for fabric,
tiles, carpet and other sample
items made available for reuse.
FabMo’s new location is at 1240
Birchwood Drive, Sunnyvale
and its next selection event
will take place March 13-14,
according to its website. For
more information, including
details about new hours, visit
fabmo.org. Q
Send notices of news and events related
to real estate, interior design, home
improvement and gardening to Home
Front, Palo Alto Weekly, P.O. Box 1610,
Palo Alto, CA 94302, or email editor@
paweekly.com. Deadline is one week
before publication.

READ MORE ONLINE

PaloAltoOnline.com

There are more real estate features
online. Go to PaloAltoOnline.com/
real_estate.

Home soundproofing
solutions all depend on
the quality — and
cause — of the noise
by Richard Morrison

Using acoustically absorptive materials is one method that can help reduce noise. Photo courtesy of Getty Images.
f you’re sensitive to noise, there’s plenty
you can do to reduce unwanted sounds.
Maybe you’re being acoustically assaulted from outside, upstairs or just the
next room. I’ll give you a few strategies to
reduce noise transmission, but keep in mind
that sensitivity to noise is highly subjective,
and the type of noise can make a big difference. For example, continuous “white”
noise may be far more tolerable than a softer
noise that is intermittent. Some people are
more sensitive to low, rumbling noises than
others.
You usually get what you pay for, though,
and there is a gradient of improvements.
Some strategies may be fairly cost-effective, but they won’t necessarily get you
anywhere close to recording-studio sound
isolation. Sadly, some people spend a lot of
money trying to reduce noise and end up not
being much better off because they didn’t
understand the best strategy for their situation and unique source of noise and how it’s
actually being transmitted through walls,
floors and ceilings. This is one of the areas
of construction where I’ve learned through
experience that this isn’t really a good area
for DIYers to address — not because the
construction is difficult, but because the solutions are complex and first-timers probably won’t be able to predict the end result
with any level of certainty.
The most common objectionable situation
is that you can hear people talking in the
next room. Your options here are to install
an acoustically absorptive material on the
common walls, such as Homasote panels,
either fabric-covered and exposed to the
room, or underneath the Sheetrock. A more
effective solution is to add a product called
QuietRock (quietrock.com) — basically,
Sheetrock with a special acoustical core
— over the existing wall surface. This will
help, but probably isn’t going to be perfect.

I

An additional strategy is to increase the
mass of the wall, maybe with another layer
or two of Sheetrock. Ideally, you can get inside the cavity of the wall and install acoustical batt insulation. A heavy masonry wall
would be optimal, of course, but seldom
practical.
Historically, a resilient suspension system
for holding the Sheetrock has been used to
reduce noise transmission, but it’s been my
experience that unless this is installed very
carefully by someone who knows what they
are doing, this is often not very effective
and can be a waste of money.
If the noise is coming from the street, you
may be able to install dense landscaping
which will cut down the noise level significantly. And while you might try installing
acoustically designed windows, unless you
also upgrade the walls to a similar noise
reduction level, street noise can easily get
through.
The key to the success of any wall or
ceiling solution is using special acoustical sealant to caulk all joints, and to use
special sound covers behind electrical
outlets, switches and light fixtures so that
noise doesn’t sneak through. Surprisingly,
small gaps can defeat a lot of hard work
and money. (As one acoustical engineer told
me, an ant shouldn’t be able to get through.)
And failing to trace the full path of noise
through the structure can also mean wasted
money. Noise might be traveling under a
door, transmitted through the ductwork or
through the ceiling joists.
If your source of noise is mechanical
equipment, such as a furnace, you may need
to look into ways of mounting the equipment so that its vibration is not being transmitted through the structure. Often, you can
install special acoustical vibration dampers.
If it’s the person upstairs who is causing
you grief, you may be dealing with impact

noise rather than airborne noise, which requires a completely different strategy. Even
heavy concrete floors are no match for impact noise. (I remember as a college student,
one of our favorite pranks in the dorm was
to drop metal ball bearings on our concrete
floor to torture our poor neighbors on the
floor below.) The best way to deal with impact noise is to have a floor that is either
highly cushioned — such as carpet on a thick
pad — or add a special cushioned layer below hardwood or tile floors, which will then
need to “float” above the actual structure.
An acoustical engineer can be an excellent investment to make sure that you aren’t
wasting your money, since different types
of noise require different strategies, and
different strategies have different levels of
effectiveness. Especially in a condo situation, where you may need to prove a certain
level of sound isolation to your homeowners
association, an acoustical engineer can take
before-and-after measurements of sound
levels to prove your compliance with the
condo’s rules.
The science of acoustics is complex and
the building code is filled with terms like
“sound transmission class” (for airborne
noise) and “impact isolation class” (for impact noise) to be able to compare different
construction systems. If noise is disrupting
your life, I highly encourage a consultation
with a professional. And certainly, if you
are thinking about remodeling or adding to
your house, it is far, far less expensive to
incorporate noise-reduction features when
it’s being built initially than afterwards.
Talk about your noise concerns with your
designer. Q
Richard Morrison, AIA is a residential
architect and interior designer with
a Bay Area practice specializing in
home remodeling. His website is
richardmorrison.com
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Menlo Park

#+!/2œ/3!ÚüÚ

1206 North Lemon Avenue
Offered at $4,995,000 4 Bed 3.5 Bath 2,290SF
Enter a beautiful custom home, featuring California Mission architecture, grand scale ceilings
accented with dramatic dark beams and beautiful soft white walls. The hand-scraped dark
VWK^do|ddopÛ_MOozddMKBJWbOso|ÛBbMMddoplodyWMOBpstbbWbUKdbsoBpsà
The elegant entryway leads to the grand living room and dining room. Adjacent to this, you
bMBbdTKOoOsoOBsdoTBaW_|oddaà2VO_MOozddMldK^OsMddopUWyOloWyBK|doKBbJO
opened as one prefers. The master suite is spacious and perfection in detail with a large
master bath and one “his and her” large walk-in closet. In addition, there are three bedrooms;
one of which is an en suite.
2VOWbsOoWdoWp__OMzWsVbBstoB__WUVssVodtUVsoWl_OlBbOzWbMdzpBbMMddopà2VOO{soOaO
insulated walls allow year-round consistent temperature control. This is one of the many
advanced energy saving features along with solar that helps make this home nearly energy
self-sustainable.
The electronically gated entry leads down the convenient wide driveway to a lovely home
and its rich, beautiful landscape. Two spacious courtyards are directly connected to the
house by 8-foot glass doors making for enjoyable outdoor dining and entertaining with family
and friends.
Schools are excellent serving North Lemon, supported by Oak Knoll Elementary, Hillview
Middle School, and Menlo-Atherton High School. A great place for children to prosper, learn,
and exceed.

www.1206NLemon.com

Joe Parsons
M: 650.279.8892
O: 650.462.1111

joe.parsons@compass.com
DRE 01449421

Compass is a licensed real estate broker and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. All material presented herein is intended for informational
purposes only. Information is compiled from sources deemed reliable but is subject to errors, omissions, changes in price, condition, sale, or withdraw
without notice. No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footages are approximate. Exact dimensions
can be obtained by retaining the services of an architect or engineer. This is not intended to solicit property already listed.

Unique Building Opportunity
in Portola Valley
0 Alpine Road, Portola Valley
Amazing opportunity to build your
Dream Home in Portola Valley. This
unique 0.77 acre lot has a PV address,
yet is located in Santa Clara County, on
a quiet country lane – only 2.8 miles
to 280. Walking distance to Alpine
Hills Club. Peaceful and private. Award
winning Palo Alto Schools. Building
site approval with conditions.

Offered at $1,850,000

www.AlpineRoadPortolaValley.com

Cutty Smith
DRE#: 01444081

w: 650.851.7094
c: 650.580.8286
e: Cutty.Smith@sothebyshomes.com

Local Expertise Global Reach
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Thinking about moving? Call Julie to start your planning process! 650.799.8888

Open Sat/Sun 1:30-4:30pm

FOR SALE

$1,695,000

$2,888,000

814 Altaire Walk, Palo Alto

972 Amarillo Ave, Palo Alto

ULTIMATE SOUTH PALO ALTO LIVING!
Stylish townhome in secure community. Designed for entertaining—gourmet kitchen, open layout, French doors to
patio. MANY smart features. 2 assigned parking spaces w/
EV charger! Close to EVERYTHING!

ELEGANTLY REMODELED & EXPANDED!
Popular setting close to EVERYTHING. Open floorplan w/
vaulted ceilings, lots of light. Extensively updated & thoughtfully redesigned. High-end kitchen, expanded master suite!
Near top PA schools. A rare find!

3 Bed

2.5 Bath

+/- 1461 SF

814AltaireWalk.com

JUST LISTED

4 Beds

3 Baths

Living | +/- 1636 SF

Lot | +/- 6160 SF

FOR SALE

$4,198,000

$4,295,000

18603 Avon Ln, Saratoga

South Palo Alto

EXCLUSIVE HOME—PERFECT FOR ENTERTAINING!
Rare parcel of large, flat property. Spacious layout, stylishly
updated for easy living. Includes chef’s kitchen, pool, sports
court, pavilion w/ bbq, & MORE! Near downtown areas, premier Saratoga schools.

ELEGANT LIVING MOMENTS FROM EVERYTHING
Stately home w/ dramatic entry, gorgeous gathering areas,
open kitchen, ground-level guest, luxury master, & MORE!
Corner lot w/ 2 parking areas. Stroll to schools, parks, & transit. Near Google, Stanford!

5 Beds 5.5 Baths Living | +/- 4104 SF Lot | +/- 49510 SF

5 Beds

Julie Tsai Law
Broker Associate, CRS, SRES
650.799.8888
julie@julietsailaw.com
julietsailaw.com
DRE #01339682

3.5 Baths

Living | +/- 2795 SF

Lot | +/- 8360 SF
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Check out more listings at: www.JulieTsaiLaw.com
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Ask us about
our other new
listings and
bù_@m\Mq
opportunities.
644 Georgia Avenue, Palo Alto, CA 94306

Our innovative
Concierge program
helps sells your
home faster and for
more money.

ĝÛÛ

 OMŚà BsVŚ/TŚ/Tds
dKBsOMdbBUdoUOdtpsoOOø_WbOMpsoOOsdT Boodb+Bo^Wb+B_d_sdÛ |loOpp
BlWsB_odtlJoWbUp|dtBbdsVOoJOBtsWTt_KtpsdaKdbpsotKsOMadMOob
TBoaVdtpOà2VOJOModdaàJBsVVdaOWpsVdtUVsTt__|KoBTsOMzWsV_t{to|
TWbWpVOpÛBbMBptlOoJBssObsWdbsdMOsBW_à
Boodb+Bo^t{to|daOàKda

d|ObUB2OBa
Eric & Janelle
dtbMWbU+BosbOop dalBpp
2dl.OB_psBsO2OBapWb3à/à
àà
d|ObUB2OBaàKda
VdaOpŒJd|ObUBàKda
.Ś

816 Bruce Drive, Palo Alto, CA 94303

ĝÛÛ

 OMİ#TTWKOŚ BsVŚ/TŚ/Tds
OBtsWTt__|oOadMO_OMsoBMWsWdbB_VdaOMOpWUbOMzWsVBoObKVT_BWoà9WsV
K_OBbBbMK_Bpp|_WbOpÛsVWppdlVWpsWKBsOMVdaOVBppsoW^WbUKtoJBllOB_à
+oWaO WMsdzb_dKBsWdbÛzB_^sdpKVdd_pÛlBo^pÛoOpsBtoBbspBbMB__+B_d_sd
VBpsddTTOoÝ
+B_d_sdødaOpàKda

dalBppWpBoOB_OpsBsOJod^Oo_WKObpOMJ|sVO/sBsOdT B_WTdobWBBbMBJWMOpJ|ntB_dtpWbU#lldostbWs|_BzpàWKObpO!taJOoà__aBsOoWB_loOpObsOMVOoOWbWpWbsObMOMTdoWbTdoaBsWdbB_ltoø
ldpOpdb_|BbMWpKdalW_OMTodapdtoKOpMOOaOMoO_WBJ_OJtsVBpbdsJOObyOoWTWOMà VBbUOpWbloWKOÛKdbMWsWdbÛpB_OdozWsVMoBzB_aB|JOaBMOzWsVdtsbdsWKOà!dpsBsOaObsWpaBMOBpsdBKKtoBK|dTBb|
MOpKoWlsWdbà__aOBptoOaObspBbMpntBoOTddsBUOBoOBllod{WaBsOà
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TWILIGHT TOUR FRI, 5:00-7:00PM

OPEN SAT & SUN, 1:30-4:30PM

2388 LOUIS ROAD, PALO ALTO

5

4
± SF
2,753 **

7,946 II± SF
Exemplifying modern day style through its rich architectural façade, horizontal sleek lines and a mix of
complementary natural materials, this contemporary home was renovated and expanded in 2019. The
ii}>ÌÞ`iÃ}i`ÌiÀÀÃÃi>iÃÃÞyÜÀÌÀÜÌ }À}iÕÃÜ Ìi ÕÀ«i>i}iiÀi`
>À`Ü`yÀÃ]Ì >ÌÃÌÀiÌV Ì ÀÕ} ÕÌÌ i ÕÃi]>`>Ài>VViÌÕ>Ìi`LÞ>À}i«VÌÕÀiÜ`ÜÃ>`
glass doors capturing the professionally landscaped grounds. Perfectly crafted with entertainment in
`]Ì iÃ«>VÕÃ>`«iyÀ«>vviÀÃ>ÜiV}iÌÀÞÌ >Ìi>`ÃÌÌ iÃÞÌ}Ài>ÌÀÜÌ 
>}>ÃwÀi«>Vi>`«iÃÌVÛiÀi`ÌiÀÀ>Vi°č`}ÌÌ iV iv½Ãi>ÌÌV i]>ii}>Ì`}>Ài>
with designer lighting and the nanoslide glass doors provide access to the side terrace, allowing for
festivities to easily transition from the indoors to the outdoors.

FINISHED
1 DETACHED
GARAGE

7Ì ÌÃVÛiiÌÀii>LiÃV>Ì]2388 Louis RoadÃ>Ã ÀÌÃÌÀÌÌ«*>čÌ-V ÃI
7>ÌiÀ>ÞÃ iiÌ>ÀÞ]Àiii``i>`" i iiÌ>ÀÞ-V ÌÌiÀÞiÀiÌ®]iÃÃÌ >i
iÌ`ÌÜ- ««} iÌiÀ>`-i>iEÀiiÀ*>ÀÃ],V>`>*>À]*ELÀ>ÀÞ]>viÜiÃÌ
>vÀ>čÛiÕi½ÃÀiÃÌ>ÕÀ>ÌÃ]Ã «Ã>` >ÌÀ>]-Ì>vÀ`1ÛiÀÃÌÞ]/ÜE ÕÌÀÞ6>}i>`
VÕÌiÀÕÌiÃÌÌ i-V6>iÞ°

OFFERED AT $3,995,000
2388LouisRd.com
Compass Realty™ 578 University Avenue, Palo Alto, CA 94301

6FKRRODVVLJQPHQWQRWYHULƓHGE\&RPSDVVRU5HDOWRU%X\HUWRYHULI\HQUROOPHQWDQGDYDLODELOLW\
6TXDUHIRRWDJHQRWYHULƓHGE\&RPSDVVRU5HDOWRU%X\HUWRYHULI\DQGFRQGXFWWKHLURZQLQYHVWLJDWLRQ

UMANG SANCHORAWALA
UmangHomes.com

650.960.5363
usanchor@compass.com
License# 01471341
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Serene Setting | Impeccable Quality | Chic Comfort
4050 Verdosa Drive, Palo Alto

SOLD

• Modern Craftsman custom built
in 2017
• 5 bedrooms, 5 baths (4 suites—
one on main level, 3 suites
including master upstairs); plus,
detached ADU cottage with bath
• Lot: about 6950 sf
• House: per architectural plan
about 2739 sf living space;
garage: about extra 217 sf;
porch: about 398 sf
• Chef’s kitchen with sleek design,
state-of-the-art amenities, topof-the-line appliances

• Mostly Porcelanosa tiled
bathrooms with TOTO toilets,
Grohe plumbing fixtures
• Hardwood floor throughout,
Cedar wood exterior sidings,
Andersen double-pane windows
and doors
• Nest thermostat, 2 furnaces, 2
A/C, tankless water heater and
security system with surveillance
cameras with off-site viewing
capability
• Inside laundry room with sink and
cabinet
• Renowned Palo Alto schools

www.4050Verdosa.com
Asking Price: $4,098,000

Julie Lau

(650) 208-2287 (CELL)
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www.JulieLau.com
DRE#01052924

PANORAMIC

OCEAN VIEWS

755 OAKHILL ROAD

$4,995,000

APTOS, CA 95003

• PRIVATE OCEAN FRONT ESTATE IN SANTA CRUZ COUNTY•
Located in the premier Seacliff neighborhood in Santa Cruz County at the end of a private road,
this oceanfront mid-century modern classic home is nestled on a private 3.42 acre estate.
3 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, over 2100 square feet of living space, Plus a large pool and 756 sq. ft.
studio pool house complete with a kitchenette and full bathroom on the acreage below.

WWW.755OAKHILL.COM
© Intero Real Estate Services Inc., a Berkshire Hathaway affiliate and a wholly owned subsidiary of HomeServices of America, Inc. All rights reserved. All information deemed reliable
but not guaranteed. This is not intended as a solicitation if you are listed with another broker.

MARK MENA, REALTOR®

408.896.1360
MMENA@INTERO.COM
WWW.MARKMENA.NET
LIC.#01273450

JENNIFER COSGROVE
REALTOR®
831-239-9335
JCosgrove@Intero.com
www.InteroLuxuryCoastal.com
www.PaloAltoOnline.com
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LIC. NO.01334273

C OM I NG S O ON
WEST MENLO PARK
• Built in 2009 and just-completed refresh

• Lot size of approx. 10,005 sf

• 5 bedrooms and 4 baths on two levels

•

• llod{àÛpTîJt|OosdKdboaï
• oOpV_|lBWbsOMWbsOoWdopBbMoObWpVOM
VBoMzddMddop

OsBKVOMøKBoUBoBUOzWsVO_OKsoWKø
UBsOMMoWyOzB|

Price upon request
1745Stanford.com

• Premier West Menlo Park location
• Excellent Menlo Park schools

J UST LI ST E D

OPEN SUNDAY March 1 | 2:00 – 4:00pm

GREAT OPPORTUNITY
Move-in, Remodel, or Build New
24 HAWTHORNE DRIVE, ATHERTON
• Prime Lindenwood location on 0.92 acre (approx. 40,158 sf)
•

WMøKObsto|VdaOzWsVJOModdapÛdTKOÛBbMàJBsVp

• llod{àÛpTîJt|OosdKdboaï
• oOpV_|lBWbsOMÛVBoMzddMBbMsW_OddopÛBbMbOzKBolOsWbU
• ssBKVOMøKBoUBoBUO
• Excellent schools

$6,150,000 | www.24Hawthorne.com

GLORIA DARKE

CAITLIN DARKE

650.388.8449
650.388.8449
U_doWBàMBo^OŒKdalBppàKda
KBWs_WbŒKBWs_WbMBo^OàKda
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License# 00570470

License# 01332161

dalBppWpsVOJoBbMbBaOtpOMTdopOoyWKOplodyWMOMJ|dbOdoadoOdTsVO dalBppUodtldTptJpWMWBo|KdalBbWOpà dalBppWp
BoOB_OpsBsOJod^Oo_WKObpOMJ|sVO/sBsOdT B_WTdobWBBbMBJWMOpJ|ntB_dtpWbU#lldostbWs|_BzpàWKObpO!taJOoà__
material presented herein is intended for informational purposes only and is compiled from sources deemed reliable but has not been
yOoWOMà VBbUOpWbloWKOÛKdbMWsWdbÛpB_OdozWsVMoBzB_aB|JOaBMOzWsVdtsbdsWKOà!dpsBsOaObsWpaBMOBpsdBKKtoBK|dTBb|
MOpKoWlsWdbà__aOBptoOaObspBbMpntBoOTddsBUOBoOBllod{WaBsOà

PALO ALTO WEEKLY OPEN HOMES
EXPLORE REAL ESTATE HEADLINES, NEIGHBORHOOD GUIDES, MAPS AND PRIOR SALE INFO ON www.PaloAltoOnline.com/real_estate

LEGEND: CONDO (C), TOWNHOME (T).

ATHERTON

24 Hawthorne Dr
Sun 2-4
Compass
200 Selby Ln
Sat/Sun 1-5
Compass
40 Selby Ln
Sat/Sun 1:30-4:30
Coldwell Banker

HILLSBOROUGH
1310 Brandt Rd
Sat/Sun 2-4
Compass

LOS ALTOS

5887 Arboretum Dr
Sun 1:30-4:30
DeLeon Realty
165 Griffin Rd
Sun 1-4
Compass
554 Glen Alto Dr
Sat/Sun 1-4
Intero

$6,150,000
3 BD/2.5 BA
388-8449
$2,499,000
3 BD/2 BA
888-8338
$5,000,000
5 BD/4 BA
855-9700
$3,575,000
5 BD/4 BA
387-2603
$3,988,000
4 BD/4.5 BA
900-7000
$3,535,000
4 BD/2.5 BA
888-6379
$4,198,000
5 BD/3.5 BA
380-0460

FEATURED

HOME OF THE WEEK

LOS GATOS

218 Mattson Av
$1,648,000
Sat/Sun 2-4
3 BD/2 BA
Golden Gate Sothebys International Realty
408-387-3227
16400 Soda Springs Rd
$1,725,000
Sat/Sun 1-4
3 BD/2.5 BA
Golden Gate Sothebys International Realty
408-921-4343
16375 Aztec Ridge Dr
$3,498,000
Sun 2-4
5 BD/4.5 BA
Golden Gate Sothebys International Realty
408-387-3227

MENLO PARK

150 Alma Rd #210 (C)
$1,098,000
Sat 2-4/Sun 1-4
2 BD/1.5 BA
Golden Gate Sothebys International Realty
690-1379
1280 Sharon Park Rd #27 (C)
$1,468,000
Sun 2-4
2 BD/2 BA
Golden Gate Sothebys International Realty
485-3007
1990 Byers Dr
$2,498,000
Sat/Sun 1:30-4:30
3 BD/2 BA
Coldwell Banker
465-8930
180 Forest Ln
$2,350,000
Sun 1-4
3 BD/2.5 BA
Compass
743-0734
2146 Sand Hill Rd (T)
$1,588,000
Sun 1:30-4:30
3 BD/2 BA
DeLeon Realty
900-7000

$5,495,000
4 BD/4 BA
400-4208
$11,800,000
5 BD/4.5 BA
387-4242
$4,988,000
6 BD/5 BA
900-7000

PORTOLA VALLEY
1939 EUCALYPTUS AVE.
SAN CARLOS
OPEN SAT/SUN 1-4
Beautiful custom remodeled
3 BR, 2 BA home near Burton
Park, excellent schools and
vibrant downtown
Offered for $1,939,000

Gwen Luce
650-566-5343

LOS ALTOS HILLS

27464 Altamont Rd
$5,399,000
Sun 2-4
4 BD/4 BA
Golden Gate Sothebys International Realty
804-8884
11564 Arroyo Oaks Dr
$4,849,000
Sat/Sun 2-4
4 BD/3.5 BA
Golden Gate Sothebys International Realty
889-0889
10600 Chardonnay Ln
$3,695,000
Sun 2-4
4 BD/3.5 BA
Golden Gate Sothebys International Realty
917-2433
10776 Mora Dr
$3,788,000
Sat 1:30-4:30
4 BD/2 BA
DeLeon Realty
900-7000
11801 Francemont Dr
$6,488,000
Sun 1:30-4:30
5 BD/6+2 Half BA
DeLeon Realty
900-7000
26724 Palo Hills Dr
$4,495,000
Sat/Sun 1-4
5 BD/3.5 BA
Golden Gate Sothebys International Realty
722-1065
11768 Maria Ln
$8,995,000
Sat 2-4
8 BD/8.5 BA
Golden Gate Sothebys International Realty
917-2433

2291 South Ct
Sat/Sun 1-4
Intero
1039 University Av
Sun 1:30-4:30
Yarkin Realty
142 Kellogg Av
Sat/Sun 1:30-4:30
DeLeon Realty

174 Vista Verde Way
$3,285,000
Sun 1:30-4:30
3 BD/3.5 BA
Golden Gate Sothebys International Realty
400-6364
20 Foxtail Ct
$2,995,000
Sat 1:30-4:30/Sun 2-4
4 BD/3 BA
Coldwell Banker
415-377-2924
229 Grove Dr
$3,995,000
Sun 2-4
4 BD/2 BA
Coldwell Banker
415-377-2924
25 Los Charros Ln
$6,250,000
Sun 2-4
4 BD/4.5 BA
Coldwell Banker
400-2933
80 Golden Oak Dr
$5,685,000
Sun 2-4
5 BD/5.5 BA
Coldwell Banker
415-377-2924

REDWOOD CITY
1135 Deanna Dr
Sun 2-4
Compass

$3,595,000
4 BD/2 BA
814-6682

1206 North Lemon Av
Sat/Sun 1:30-4:30
Compass

$4,995,000
4 BD/2.5 BA
279-8892

153 & 161 Stone Pine Ln
Sun 1:30-4
Coldwell Banker

$3,795,000
4 BD/4.5 BA
207-8444

765 Cotton St
Sun 1:30-4:30
DeLeon Realty

$6,788,000
6 BD/4.5 BA
900-7000

MOUNTAIN VIEW
325 Sylvan Av
Sat/Sun 1-4
Coldwell Banker

PALO ALTO
109 Webster St
Sun 1-4
Compass

$206,800
2 BD/2 BA
325-6161
$1,300,000
1 BD/1 BA
465-1651

271 Addison Av
$1,700,000
Sat/Sun 2-4
2 BD/2 BA
Golden Gate Sothebys International Realty
889-0889
110 Coleridge Av
Sat/Sun 1:30-4:30
Zane Macgregor

$1,998,000
2 BD/3 BA
823-8212

555 Byron St #307 (C)
Sun 2-4
Compass

$995,000
2 BD/2 BA
465-5971

555 Byron St #309 (C)
Sun 2-4
Compass

$2,150,000
2 BD/3 BA
465-5971

814 Altaire Walk
Sat/Sun 1:30-4:30
Compass

$1,695,000
3 BD/2.5 BA
799-8888

540 Irven Ct
Sat/Sun 1-5
JLee Realty

$2,810,000
3 BD/2 BA
857-1000

3711 Heron Way (T)
Sat/Sun 1-5
DeLeon Realty

$1,098,000
3 BD/1.5 BA
576-7914
$1,900,000
4 BD/2 BA
325-6161

SAN CARLOS

1939 Eucalyptus Av
$1,939,000
Sat/Sun 1-4
3 BD/2 BA
Coldwell Banker
224-3670
2648 Howard Av
$1,795,000
Sat/Sun 2-4
3 BD/2 BA
Golden Gate Sothebys International Realty
242-2473

SAN JOSE

7150 Rainbow Dr #21
Sat/Sun 1:30-4:30
JLee Realty

$799,000
2 BD/1.5 BA
857-1000

$1,388,000
4 BD/2 BA
260-4936

1286 Foxwood Dr
$879,000
Sat/Sun 2-4
4 BD/2.5 BA
Golden Gate Sothebys International Realty
408-205-9625
1233 Diablo
Sat/Sun 1:30-4:30
Compass

$1,799,000
5 BD/2.5 BA
722-3000

1901 Mcbain Av
Sat 1-4/Sun 2-4
Coldwell Banker

$3,300,000
6 BD/4.5 BA
208-2388

SARATOGA
718847 Biarritz Ct
Sat/Sun 1:30-4:30
JLee Realty

$1,500,000
3 BD/2 BA
857-1000

STANFORD
940 Lathrop Pl
Sun 1:30-4:30
Coldwell Banker

$2,350,000
4 BD/3 BA
325-6161

WOODSIDE
1942 Kings Mountain Rd
Sun 1-4
Compass

$2,195,000
3 BD/2.5 BA
740-2970

115 Otis Av
Sun 1-4
Compass

$2,095,000
3 BD/3 BA
740-2970

16 Stadler Dr
$2,995,000
Sat/Sun 2-4
3 BD/3 BA
Golden Gate Sothebys International Realty
415-806-8230
2128 Stockbridge Av
Sat/Sun 1-4
Compass
370 Mountain Home Ct
Sat 1:30-4:30
DeLeon Realty

$2,599,000
3 BD/2 BA
776-5445
$13,988,000
3+1 BD/5.5 BA
900-7000

OUR T EAM IS IN MOT ION FOR YOU

$2,298,000
2 BD/1.75 BA
924-1834

555 Byron St #109 (C)
Sun 2-4
Compass

650 Santa Rita Av
Sat 1:30-4:30
DeLeon Realty

1124 5th Av
Sat/Sun 1:30-4
Coldwell Banker
2665 Carolina Av
Sat/Sun 1-4
Coldwell Banker

4057 Ashbrook Cir
Sat/Sun 1-4
Compass

$4,988,000
3 BD/3.5 BA
900-7000
$1,688,000
3 BD/3 BA
900-7000

1023 Forest Av
Sat 1:30-4:30
DeLeon Realty

$5,488,000
4 BD/3.5 BA
900-7000

638 Middlefield Rd
Sun 1:30-4:30
Coldwell Banker

$2,795,000
4 BD/3.5 BA
619-6461

D E L E O N R E A LT Y, I N C .

Michael Repka | CEO & Managing Broker | DRE #01854880
650.900.7000 | Info@deleonrealty.com | www.deleonrealty.com | DRE #01903224

Today’s local news, sports & hot picks
Receive information on what’s happening in
your community by email every day.
Sign up today at PaloAltoOnline.com/express
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Sports
Shorts

COURT HEARING ... For all the
what-ifs and could-have-beens of
the season, the Stanford men’s
basketball team is in remarkably
good shape as long as they can
finish the regular season with
another win or two and use the
conference tournament as a jumping
board into the postseason. Tyrell
Terry scored 18 of his season-high
27 points in the second half, Oscar
da Silva had 20 and Stanford
ended a four-game losing streak
to Utah, beating the Utes 70-62 on
Wednesday, extending its winning
streak to three. The Cardinal (199, 8-7) gets its next chance when
second-place Colorado comes to
town for a 3 p.m. Sunday matinee.
A win would guarantee at least a
.500 conference record and give
Stanford’s its 20th victory. Jaiden
Delaire, who scored 11 points off
the bench, including a key 3-pointer
with a minute to play, is well on
his way to becoming a regular
contributor for the Cardinal. “My goal
is to work hard every day and try to
get better,” Delaire said. “I’ve put a
lot of work into my shot.” Spencer
Jones hit a pair of 3-pointers and has
74 on the season, matching Casey
Jacobsen for the second-most 3s by
a freshman. Terry set a season-high
for 3-pointers with seven.
TAKING A DIVE ... Stanford
sophomore Conor Casey won
the 1-meter springboard title,
highlighting an impressive start
for the Cardinal men’s swimming
and diving team at the Pac-12
Championships in Federal Way,
Washington. After placing third in the
preliminary round with an average
of 56.10, Casey led the pack with a
score of 407.35 in the final. Q

ON THE AIR
Friday

College softball: Pacific at Stanford,
4 p.m. Stanford Live Stream
College womenís basketball: Stanford at Arizona, 5 p.m., Pac-12 Networks
College baseball: Grand Canyon at
Stanford, 6 p.m. Stanford Live Stream,
KZSU 90.1 FM
College women’s swimming: Pac12 Championships, 6 p.m. Pac-12 Networks

Saturday

Sports
Local sports news and

schedules, edited by Rick Eymer

Pinewood junior Una Jovanovic and her teammates are shooting for the Central Coast Section Open Division title Friday night at
Stanford’s Maples Pavilion. Photo by Jenna Hickey.

CCS BASKETBALL

Pinewood takes another shot at Mitty
Menlo-Atherton falls short against the Monarchs

by Glenn Reeves
inewood and Menlo School
went into Thursday’s Central Coast Section Open
Division girls basketball semifinal
having split two regular-season
games, both in close, hard-fought
fashion. But Pinewood left no
doubt about the outcome of the rubber match, jumping out to an early
lead and steadily increasing it on
what ended up as a 58-33 victory
at Gunn.
So for the fifth straight year it will
be Pinewood playing Mitty for the
CCS Open Division championship.
The game is scheduled for a 6 p.m.
tipoff Friday at Maples Pavilion.
“It will be a great challenge and

P

opportunity for us,’’ Pinewood
coach Doc Scheppler said. “This
is why you work hard the whole
year.’’
This is the eighth year the CCS
Open Division has been in existence. Pinewood will be making its
sixth consecutive appearance in the
finals. The Panthers have lost each
of their five previous championship
games, but have gone on to some
notable success in the NorCal and
state playoffs.
They will go into Friday’s game
as a prohibitive underdog. Mitty
(23-3), which beat St. Ignatius 6231 in the earlier semifinal at Gunn,
has a 39-point average margin of
victory in 13 games against CCS
opposition. The Monarchs have

College baseball: Grand Canyon at
Stanford, 2 p.m. Stanford Live Stream,
KZSU 90.1 FM
College women’s swimming: Pac12 Championships, 6:30 p.m. Pac-12
Networks

Sunday

College womenís basketball: Stanford at Arizona State, 11 a.m., Pac-12
Networks
College baseball: Grand Canyon at
Stanford, 1 p.m. Stanford Live Stream,
KZSU 90.1 FM
College menís basketball: Colorado
at Stanford, 3 p.m., ESPNU

Monday

College womenís gymnastics: Arizona State at Stanford, 7 p.m., Pac-12
Plus Live Stream

Tuesday

Thursday

College baseball: Stanford at Oregon
State, 6 p.m., Pac-12 Networks

Junior Annika Decker (30) and freshman Jade Ramirez greet each
other during player introductions.
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Jenna Hickey

College baseball: Michigan at Stanford, 6 p.m., Stanford Live Stream, KZSU
90.1 FM

won all 13 of those games by 22
points or more. What will the Panthers need to do to have success?
“We need to rebound and minimize easy baskets,’’ Scheppler said.
“They kill you on the offensive
boards and turn you over. They
play so hard and are so competitive. Our girls will have to match
that. If they do we can win.’’
Against Menlo, Pinewood led
13-5 after one quarter and 29-13 at
halftime. Menlo (20-6) made only 4
of 23 first-half field-goal attempts.
“We didn’t give them any clean
looks,’’ Scheppler said. “All their
shots were rushed.’’
Menlo bombed in 11 3-pointers
in its quarterfinal win over Sacred
Heart Cathedral. Coco Layton hit
six and Maiea Makoni four. They
managed only one apiece against
Pinewood.
“We came ready to play, confident we could win,’’ said junior
wing Courtni Thompson, a threeyear starter who led Pinewood with
16 points. “We knew what Menlo
was going to run.’’
Una Jovanovic scored 12 points
and Maia Garcia had 10 points and
15 rebounds.
Junior point guard Avery Lee
led Menlo with 14 points. Sophomore post Sharon Nejad, despite
giving away four inches to Garcia,
scored 10 points and pulled down
13 rebounds.
“Our shots weren’t falling and
their shots were,’’ Nejad said. “We
woke up near the end, but it was too
late to come back.’’
Now the Knights will look
ahead to the state playoffs. Last

year, after going 0-2 in the CCS
Open Division playoffs, they came
back to win the state Division II
championship.
“Hopefully we can take it all the
way again,’’ Nejad said.
Boys Open Division
Menlo-Atherton forced topseeded Mitty into an early timeout
in the first quarter of Wednesday’s
Central Coast Section Open Division boys basketball semifinal
after scoring the first eight points
of the contest and Mitty knew
this was not going to be another
cakewalk.
The teams met early in the season
at Mitty, with the Monarchs pinning
a 36-point non-league defeat on
M-A. The stakes were much higher
when the teams met again at Independence High.
Justin Anderson, who scored
seven of M-A’s first 10 points, all
before Mitty made its first field
goal, hit a jumper from near the free
throw line to give M-A a 47-46 advantage early in the fourth quarter.
Mitty responded with eight
unanswered points and the Monarchs went on to beat M-A 63-55
to advance into Friday night’s final
against Bellarmine.
“A big improvement, but unfortunately at the end of the day it was
still a loss,’’ M-A coach Mike Molieri said. “I’m proud of my team,
but (Mitty) made plays at the end
and we didn’t.’’
Anderson led M-A (22-4) with
(continued on page 47)
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Sacred Heart Prep
ready to take its final
by Rick Eymer
he moment Sacred Heart
Prep has been preparing for
since last season ended in
frustration and disappointment.
Frustrated at not being invited
into the Open Division despite
an undefeated season and disappointed in losing in the semfinals of Division I. Those feelings
galvanized SHP into a team that
marched through a season with a
determined mindset to set things
straight.
Every day, every game, every
practice was motivated by the
need to be better than it was the
previous day.
On Friday night, West Bay
Athletic League champion Sacred Heart Prep (18-0-2) meets
West Catholic Athletic champion Bellarmine (16-2-4) at Santa
Clara’s iconic Buck Shaw Stadium for the championship of
the Central Coast Section Open
Division.
By definition, SHP and Bellarmine are the top two teams in the
section. The Bells have won 18
CCS titles and are the defending
Open champs.
Sacred Heart Prep has won seven CCS fall titles and shared the
2013 Division III winter title with
Menlo. The Gators are appearing
in their first championship match
at any level above D-3.
“Last year we thought we
should have made Open,” Sacred
Heart Prep goalie Hank Twichell
said. “This year we wanted to
capitalize on every opportunity
and set up a schedule with all ‘A’
league teams and we maxed on
points.”
After losing its final match of
last season, Gators coach Guillermo Talancon gathered his juniors together and told them they
would get another chance to be in
the same situation this year.

T

That was the moment SHP
dedicated itself to doing everything possible to put itself in position for a CCS championship.
“I’m confident in all the players
around me that when they get the
ball they can do something with
it,” said senior Liam Johnson,
who scored a goal and recorded
an assist in SHP’s 4-0 victory
over Peninsula Athletic League
champion Menlo-Atherton in the
semifinals earlier this week.
Kyle Nilsson, Alex Moretti and
Alexi Stavropoulos also scored
for the fourth-seeded Gators.
“We’ve never been this far as
a program,” Johnson said. “We
just want to make it as far as we
can go.”
SHP made it this far because of
an air-tight defense in front of the
hard-working Twichell.
“Our back three are the best in
our league and probably in the
section,” Twichell said. “Billy
(Barnds) on the right is the strongest player I know. Alex Moretti
and Lance (Chou) are super solid.
Kevin Box has always been our
leader. He motivates us. He consistently makes plays every day
and is a rock in the back.
“I try to play simple and rely
on my team in front of me to do
their jobs.”
Sacred Heart Prep owns a goal
differential of 107-10 on the season, likely one of the largest, if
not the largest, margins in the
section. Bellarmine (17-3-2) differential is 58-17.
No. 8 Menlo-Atherton (10-65) played a solid first half on the
heels of its upset victory over Sacred Heart Cathedral last week
and kept pressure on the Gators.
Johnson gave SHP the early
lead and then helped break the
game open, assisting the goal by
Nilsson ahead of Moretti’s key
goal. Ethan Vegthe recorded his

Photo by Bob Dahlberg

Gunn reaches title match in Division I

Sacred Heart Prep’s Alex Moretti sends the ball just over the reach of the Menlo-Atherton goalie to give
the Gators a 2-0 lead early in the second half.
second assist of the day on the
play.
“M-A came out hard in the first
half and then we worked out how
to attack them,” Johnson said.
Division I
The Gunn boys’ soccer team
became the latest to upset a top
seed and this time the Titans
are rewarded with a spot in the
championship match on Saturday against Mitty.
The Titans and host Salinas
played to a 2-2 draw and then
Gunn converted its penalty
kicks 4-2 to advance out of the
semifinals.
Gunn and Salinas engaged in a
fast-paced game and in front of a
lively crowd. The Titans scored
first when James Hahn tapped
in a corner kick from Nickolas
Romero. Salinas rallied to tie
the game before the end of the
first half.
Gunn (17-1-2) came out strong
in the second half and went
ahead 2-1 after centerback Alexis Bromberg placed a header

high into the back of the net from
a free kick by Hahn.
Both teams missed scoring opportunities throughout second
half until Salinas scored the tying goal with a rocket shot into
the net from the top of the box.
The score remained tied 2-2 after regulation and overtime.
Gunn goalkeeper Pierre Napaa
recorded two diving saves in the
penalty kick shootout when he
stopped the Cowboys’ second
and fourth shots.
Romero, the Titans’ fourth
player, placed his penalty kick
far right into the goal to clinch
it. Napaa and Romero were both
swamped by a happy group of
teammates.
Divisions III and IV
The Sacred Heart Prep girls
also went on the road and successfully confronted a top seed, beating Carmel 4-0 to reach the title
match of Division IV. The Gators
are the defending D-4 champion,
beating Priory in overtime.
The Menlo School girls also

used an upset of the top seed to
spring into the title match of Division III. The Knights beat host
Palo Alto 1-0 on Wednesday on
a goal by Carly Retterer in the
78th minute.
The Vikings finished 7-7-7
overall.
Junior Fiona Perkocha scored
an unassisted goal for SHP in
the 30th minute to end a scoreless battle.
Junior Megan Tinsley gave
SHP a 2-0 lead early in the second half, scoring with an assist
from freshman Iris O’Connor.
The Gators put the match
away with goals from juniors
Juliana Rosen and Lilly Lynch.
Sophomore Hadley Twichell
added an assist.
In other CCS matches, the
Gunn girls (15-4-2) fell to host
Sobrato 2-0 and the Menlo boys
(15-3-4) dropped a 2-1 decision
to visiting St. Francis.
The Sacred Heart girls (9-66) face Salinas (12-5-4) and the
Menlo girls (11-4-7) meet Burlingame (11-4-6) on Saturday. Q

ATHLETES OF THE WEEK
Kiely Tabaldo,
Alexia Bensoussan

Adar Schwarzbach
PALO ALTO WRESTLING

MENLO-ATHERTON WRESTLING
Tabaldo, a freshman, pinned her opponent to
win the CCS title at 101 pounds. Bensoussan,
a sophomore, pinned her opponent to win the
CCS title at 121 pounds.

The junior wrestled his way to
the Central Coast Section title at
146 pounds, pinning his opponent
in the championship match and
earning his first trip to state.

Honorable mention
Sydney Adas

Alexandra Lee

Cade Creighton*

Adam Kasser

Ale’Jha Brussard

Mikayla Silverman

Will Demirkol

Akash Ravani

Coco Layton

Anna Smith*

Dara Heydarpour

Sacred Heart Prep soccer
Menlo-Atherton wrestling

Menlo basketball

Palo Alto wrestling
Gunn wrestling

Menlo-Atherton wrestling

Palo Alto wrestling

Menlo soccer

Menlo-Atherton soccer

Gunn basketball

Hank Twichell

Palo Alto wrestling

Sacred Heart Prep soccer

Watch video interviews of the Athletes of the Week, go to PASportsOnline.com

*Previous winner
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Keith Ferrell

Menlo-Atherton’s Anna Smith advanced to her fourth state girls wrestling tournament, which takes
place in Bakersfield this weekend.

STATE WRESTLING

M-A sending four girls to the state meet
Three Palo Alto boys are also heading to Bakersfield

by Rick Eymer
reshman Kiely Tabaldo and
sophomore Alexia Bensoussan, both of Menlo-Atherton, delivered individual Central
Coast Section girls wrestling
titles and earned their first trips
to the state girls wrestling meet in

F

Bakersfield this weekend.
M-A senior Anna Smith, who
fell 6-3 in the championship match
at 131 to Santa Cruz’s Maya Letona, reached her fourth state meet.
Gunn’s Mikayla Silverman
reached the championship match
at 150, to qualify for the state meet.

M-A’s Ale’Jha Brussard and
Palo Alto’s Alexandra Lee also
earned spots at state.
Palo Alto junior Adar Schwarzbach has been working on reaching the state ever since getting into
wrestling a few years ago. Winning a Central Coast Section title

is special and now he’s thinking
about higher achievements.
“I’m trying to place at state,”
Schwarzbach said. “I’m ranked
12th and the top eight place.
It’s great to win here but all I
care about is being on the state
podium.”
Schwarzbach was one of three
Vikings to reach the championship finals. Dara Heydarpour was
pinned by Gilroy’s Chase Saldate
at 152 pounds and Cade Creighton
lost to Evergreen Valley’s Marcos
Jimenez, 11-7, at 160 pounds.
The three wrestlers all qualified
for the state meet.
If someone told Bensoussan at
the beginning of the season that
she would win a CCS title, she
would “think they were crazy. No
way!”
With Smith the lone returning
CCS placer from M-A, the team
appeared ready to relinquish its
crown to Gilroy, which placed
second with 160 1/2 points to MA’s 162. Half Moon Bay, M-A’s
top rival in the Peninsula Athletic
League, was third.
Palo Alto placed 15th with 70
points, Gunn was 19th with 53 and
Woodside was 47th out of 76.
“It’s so amazing after losing all
our seniors from last year to come
back and pull it off, I’m so proud of
this team,” Smith said.
She’s particularly proud of Bensoussan, whom she took under her
wing this season and who pinned
her opponent in the third period at
121.
“Anna has been a big mentor for

me,” Bensoussan said. “She stayed
after practice and worked with me
to improve. I wanted to do better
conditioning and work after practice. As the season progressed, I
stayed in the zone.”
While the seniors set the tone
last year, it took everyone on the
team to keep it going this year, resulting in success.
“The team dynamic was so
important to the seniors last
year,” Benssoussan said. “We really worked to keep that this year.
It’s so amazing, even with new
wrestlers.”
Tabaldo, who won in a pin at 101,
is no ordinary freshman. She began wrestling in the third or fourth
grade, emulating older brother
Royal Tabaldo, now a freshman
wrestling at Menlo College, which
won the Cascade Collegiate Conference title last Sunday.
Tabaldo has worked out with
Menlo team members over the
summer and works with the U.S.
national team coach as she develops into an international wrestler.
“I expected to make it to the
finals and see how far I got from
there,” Tabaldo said. “I stayed calm.
I knew I was down on points and I
waited until the right moment.”
Gilroy ran away with the boys
team title, recording 328 points.
Evergreen Valley finished second
with 195 1/2 points, followed by
Palma (137 1/2), Los Gatos (137)
and Riordan (134 1/2). Gunn finished 20th with 39 1/2 points and
(continued on page 47)

PENINSULA

PHOTO
CONTEST
ADULT & YOUTH
DIVISIONS

SIX CATEGORIES
“Seagull Side Eye” by Debbie Cooper

2019 Best In Show

Information & Registration:
peninsulacontest2020.artcall.org
PRESENTED BY
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Humor | Portraits | Moments
Travel | Abstract | The Natural World

ENTRY DEADLINE

Mar. 23

Sports

Wrestling

Basketball

(continued from page 46)

(continued from page 44)

Menlo-Atherton was 35th with 23
points. Woodside was 64th in a
field that included 80 schools.
Gunn had two placers in Calvin Cai, fourth at 145 pounds, and
Philip Doan, fifth at 152 pounds.
M-A’s Misiteni Eke placed sixth
at 220 pounds. Only the top three
qualify for state.
Schwarzbach trailed for the first
time in 17 matches and it merely
motivated him a little more.
“He got the first takedown and
I let my guard down,” he said. “I
thought ‘that’s it, no more.’ I’m
glad I was able to wrestle from
behind. I proved to myself I could
come back to win.”
Schwarzbach didn’t realize how
much work he needed to put in to
improve as much as he did over
the years. He went from placing
sixth in the SCVAL as a freshman
to becoming a CCS champion as
a junior.
“I am blown away to be here and
see this level of success,” Schwarzbach said. “I had no idea how deep
down the rabbit hole I’d have to
go. But wrestling has been the best
thing that’s ever happened to me
and I’m happy to be here.”
With three Paly wrestlers in the
finals and a few more who just
missed, Schwarzbach sees the Vikings program on the rise.
“Give us a few years, the future
is very bright,” he said. Q

14 points. Thomas scored 12, had
seven rebounds and four steals.
J.D. Carson, another talented football player, added 12 points, all on
3-pointers as M-A tested Mitty like
no other public school had.
“We slowed them a little with our
physical play,’’ Molieri said. “But
they’re super athletic and shoot the
ball well.’’
M-A will be placed, probably in
Division I, into the NorCal playoffs.
“If we’re in Division I again I
hope we can host a game instead of
being sent to Fresno (like the Bears
were last year),’’ Molieri said.

Across
1 Buster?
5 Bad mark
11 Actor Cage, in tabloids
14 “Remote Control” host Ken
15 “Now I remember!” preceder
16 “Another Day on Earth” artist Brian
17 Dish list
18 Winter wear with check stubs in the
pockets?
20 “Hamilton” Tony winner Leslie ___ Jr.
21 Q-V connection
22 Top of the line
23 Furry neckwear
26 Fort ___ National Monument
28 Lacking, like a bad luau?
34 Brit. award since 1886
35 Poet-political activist Jones
36 Zodiac sign boundaries
39 Diamond alternative
41 Kipling’s “Rikki-___-Tavi”
43 “Right away!”
44 Kayak’s kin
46 “I’ve got my ___ you”
48 Drink machine output
49 Feathery cattle comforter?
52 Sleeping-sickness vector
54 Brewpub stuff
55 About, formally speaking
56 Candidate’s proposal
60 Tug
64 Distill happiness and box it up?
67 Team on a farm
68 Zapp Brannigan’s assistant, on
“Futurama”
69 Consideration
70 Get up
71 Utah’s capital, for short
72 Props for some movie fights
73 Punta del ___

A lot happened in the first 2 1/2
minutes or so. After Spencer Lin
made a free throw, M-A held an
11-2 edge. Mitty rallied to grab the
lead at 16-14 with just over three
minutes remaining in the opening
quarter.
Anderson, on his way to Washington State on a football scholarship, hit another 3-pointer to help
the Bears inch ahead once again.
Mitty responded by scoring the final six points, opening a 22-16 edge
after one quarter.
It’s easy to notice how Anderson
affected the game from his role
as point guard. He put the Bears
ahead on three separate occasions
during the game, including in the
final period. He also got the ball

Employment

into the hands of other hot shooters.
Nick Tripaldi nailed a 3-pointer and Thomas scored out of the
intermission and the Bears were
within 31-29.
Mitty’s biggest lead of the game
was 11 points and that didn’t last
very long. M-A kept coming after

Mitty whatever the situation.
Trevor Wargo hit a 3-pointer late
in the third quarter, bringing the
Bears within 42-39. M-A was making sure they stayed within striking
distance.
But there was no answer for Mitty’s late run in the final quarter. Q

Marketplace
STUDIO FOR RENT
Small midtown studio.
$1350 rent includes utilities. Kitchenette/fridge/
sink/ microwave/ cabinets.
Partially furnished.
Adjacent laundry room.
Single occupancy only/
no pets. Contact e-mail if
interested.
Mildred.b.kent@gmail.com

To place an ad
or get a quote,
contact
Nico Navarrete
at 650.223.6582
or email
digitalads@
paweekly.com.

ENGINEERING. VARIOUS LEVELS OF EXPERIENCE
Informatica LLC has the following positions available in Redwood
City, CA: Sr. Software Engineer (4546653): Work with Informatica
Business Process engineering team understand the existing
solution in detail to enhance & improve while developing new
features. Sr. Software Engineer in Test (4438042): Write test plans
& test cases for functional, system, stress & longevity & regression
testing activities. Principal Software Engineer, Core Technology
Group (Big Data and Cloud) (4215715): Design, develop, & unit
test features for Informatica BDM product. Telecommuting
permitted. Send resume by mail to: Informatica, LLC, Attn: Global
Mobility, 2100 Seaport Blvd., Redwood City, CA 94063. Must
include job title and job code.

Alex Peralta
HANDYMAN SERVICES
Kitchen & Bathroom Remodeling
Painting-Interior/Exterior
Tile, Granite & Concrete
Gutters and Downspouts
Fence & Deck Repairs
Phone: 650-465-1821
Electric, Plumbing
Alt. Phone: 650-520-8892
Foam Roofing, Recoat
Email: aphms@hotmail.com
All type of roof repairs
Lic. #32562
FREE ESTIMATES

To place an ad call 650.223.6582 or email digitalads@paweekly.com.

“Is It Or Isn’t It?” — I didn’t, but you did. By Matt Jones

This week’s SUDOKU

Answers on page 30.

Answers on page 30.

Down
1 1995 N.L. Rookie of the Year Hideo
2 Troy’s friend on “Community”
3 It’s near Carson City
4 Debris in a toaster
5 ASPCA part
6 “___: Ragnarok” (2017 Marvel film)
7 “___ gonna say that!”
8 WTO precursor
9 Apply incorrectly
10 Get from ___ B
11 Like family-friendly organizations?
12 Senseless
13 More bashful
19 Renowned

24 Fryolator stuff
25 Work without ___
27 Bars below ISBN numbers
28 1700, to Caesar
29 Actress Fisher
30 Official name of Seattle’s MLS team
31 “Good ___!” (Charlie Brown phrase)
32 2020 Olympics city
33 One who may leave a trail
37 Spanish guitarist ___ De Lucia
38 Crockpot dish
40 Baby’s knitted shoe
42 Tiniest bit
45 Disgusted remarks
47 Org. with Sharks and Predators

www.sudoku.name

50 Sibling’s son
51 Dreary Milne character
52 Clock sounds
53 Slow-moving creature
57 “___ Masters” (2020 Fox reality show)
58 Just open
59 “L’Etoile du ___” (Minnesota motto)
61 Pivotal point
62 Bird’s ___ soup (running joke in former HQ
Trivia chats)
63 On bended ___
65 RadioShack’s ___-80 computer
66 RB’s gains
©2020 Jonesin’ Crosswords (jonesincrosswords@gmail.com)
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COMING SOON

BY APPOINTMENT

Clara Lee

408.568.5576
Clara.Lee
@cbnorcal.com
CalRE #01723333

Judy Shen
PALO ALTO $4,998,000

PALO ALTO PRICE UPON REQUEST

Explore the opportunities for this large 4 bed 3 bath, 2,912 SF
Professorville home built in 1975 on rare 10,500 SF lot (per
county). Great Palo Alto schools - Addison/Greene/Paly.

:[\UUPUN 3PNO[ÄSSLK IYHUKUL^ ;YHKP[PVUHS -YLUJO :[`SL
masterpiece. Nestled on a tree-lined street in one of Palo Alto’s
most prestigious and elite neighborhoods – Old Palo Alto !!!

650.380.2000
JShen
@cbnorcal.com
CalRE #01272874

COMING SOON - OPEN MAR. 14

John Marshall
650.520.5122
John.Marshall
@cbnorcal.com
CalRE #01386617

Doug Gonzalez
BELMONT $1,888,000

MENLO PARK $2,498,000

(STVZ[:-VMSP]PUNZWHJL;OPZZPUNSLMHTPS`ILK
bath home is in a turn-key community of 21 homes, community
WVVSHUKWYP]HJ`*SVZL[VZJOVVSZMYLL^H`HUK[YHUZWVY[H[PVU

>LSJVTL [V [OPZ ]PIYHU[  ILK  IH[O OVTL ^P[O KL[HJOLK
Z[\KPVJV[[HNLVUH :-SV[;^VJHYNHYHNL4LUSV7HYR
schools, remodeled, modern open-style kitchen.

Sue Crawford
650.566.5341
:*YH^MVYK
@cbnorcal.com
CalRE #00587710

Enayat
Boroumand

MENLO PARK $3,795,000

CAPAY $2,700,000

:[\UUPUN OVTL PU KV^U[V^U 4LUSV 7HYR SVJH[PVU  ILK 
IH[O 6]LY 2 :- YLTVKLSLK ^P[O JVU[LTWVYHY` KL[HPSZ
Z[VULWH[PV^P[OZWH

Formerly the Capay Valley Bed & Breakfast, property features a
4 bed 3 bath main home, 2 cottages, a gazebo, & a chapel for
^LKKPUNZHUKHZ[\UUPUN»_»Z[HPULKNSHZZ^PUKV^

Gwen Luce

650.566.5343
GLuce
@cbnorcal.com
CalRE #00879652

650.465.8930
dgonzalez
@cbnorcal.com
CalRE #00895924

415.310.3754
Enayat.Boroumand
@cbnorcal.com
CalRE #01235734

DiPali Shah
SAN CARLOS $1,939,000

ATHERTON $16,800,000

Beautiful custom remodeled and expanded 3 bed 2 bath home
ULHY)\Y[VU7HYRL_JLSSLU[ZJOVVSZHUK]PIYHU[KV^U[V^U

Stunning 7 bed 7.5 bath in Atherton on 2+ acres. One of the
),:; NH[LK LZ[H[LZ VU V]LY  ÅH[ HJYLZ PU ([OLY[VU»Z TVZ[
prestigious community!

Menlo Park

Portola Valley

Palo Alto

415.572.1595
shah.dipali
@gmail.com
CalRE #01249165

Los Altos

©2020 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.
%R)UYEP3TTSVXYRMX]'SQTER])UYEP,SYWMRK3TTSVXYRMX])EGL'SPH[IPP&EROIV6IWMHIRXMEP&VSOIVEKI3J½GI-W3[RIH%RH3TIVEXIHF]26800'
CalRE# 01908304
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