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Easy access to
the care you need
when you need it
For treatment of colds, flu, minor injuries, and other common conditions,
rely on Stanford Express Care and the Stanford Walk-In Clinic.
With extended hours and multiple locations, they give you easy
access to precisely the right care at the right time in the right place.
Stanford Express Care
Palo Alto

Stanford Express Care
San Jose

Stanford
Walk-In Clinic

Same-day appointments

Same-day appointments

No appointment needed

211 Quarry Road, Suite 102
Palo Alto, CA 94304

52 Skytop Street, Suite 10
San Jose, CA 95134

211 Quarry Road, Suite 402
Palo Alto, CA 94304

call: 650.736.5211

call: 669.294.8888

call: 650.497.3940

visit: 7 days/week
9:00am–9:00pm

visit: 7 days/week
9:00am–9:00pm

visit: Monday–Friday
3:30pm–11:00pm

Pediatric patients
6 months and older
welcome in all clinics

stanfordhealthcare.org/carechooser
Page 2 • October 11, 2019 • Palo Alto Weekly • ww
www.PaloAltoOnline.com
ww.Paalo
oAlltoOnliine
e.com
m

Thinking of Taking
Advantage of our
Current Market?
If so, it’s not too soon to start the process
of preparing your home for sale.
Our expertise ranges from minor touch-up
to a complete makeover, with concierge
service that includes:
Į

Repairs and Upgrades

Į

Landscape and Design

Į

Interior Design

Į

Staging

Į

Professional Photography & Video

Į

Full Page Newspaper & Magazine Ads

Į

Robust Online Marketing

Whether your home is market ready or
in need of some TLC, we offer strategic
options designed to generate the highest
possible sales price for your home.
Derk is a born and raised Palo Altan, and
the top producing agent in the Compass
+B_d_sddTKOà B__sdMB|sdpKVOMt_O
a consultation, and leverage the “Home
Team” advantage offered by a true local
who knows your neighborhood inside and
out.

Local Knowledge,
Local Resources,
Global Reach.

Derk Brill

Wall Street Journal “Top Residential Realtors” in America

M: 650.814.0478
Derk@DerkBrill.com
www.DerkBrill.com
License# 01256035
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REGISTRATION
STARTS AT 6 P.M.

AT PALO ALTO BAYLANDS
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For more information and to register:

PaloAltoOnline.com/moonlight_run
CORPORATE SPONSORS

EVENT SPONSORS

COMMUNITY SPONSORS
Palo Alto
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Upfront

Local news, information and analysis

Foothills residents prepare, but outage doesn’t come
PG&E cuts power to a few foothills homes; they could
be powerless for up to seven days
by Sue Dremann and Jamey Padojino
few Palo Alto Hills residents
lost power late Wednesday
as part of PG&E’s planned
power outages, but many more who
braced for electrical shutoffs neither ended up in the dark nor experienced the high winds the utility
company said would prompt the

A

outages.
In an update issued Thursday
morning, the city of Palo Alto said
a small number of residents in the
hills who are served by PG&E lost
power, but it didn’t specify how
many. The majority of Palo Alto
Hills residents are served by Palo

Alto Utilities, which in turn receives its power from PG&E. Palo
Alto Utilities didn’t shut down power to its customers in the foothills,
according to the city.
Palo Alto Hills was to be included in the second phase of the San
Francisco-based agency’s “Public
Safety Power Shutoff,” which was
initially set to start at noon Wednesday and eventually was pushed
back to 10 p.m. or later.
The shutoff process began in

Santa Clara County around 11:30
p.m.; customers could be out for up
to seven days, the county’s Office of
Emergency Management said in an
alert late Wednesday.
For some foothills residents who
expected their power to go out, the
blackout never came.
“The power never went off. It was
a big nothing,” said resident Jay Weber, who had spent a good part of
Wednesday preparing his home for
the impending outage. PG&E said

the pre-emptive electricity shutoffs
would start in the Bay Area when
winds topped 60 to 70 miles per
hour, as indicated by weather forecasts. The move was designed to
prevent possible firestorms from
sparking, like the one that occurred
in the north bay two years ago and
the Sierra foothills last year.
But Weber said the winds didn’t
materialize, and he didn’t think they
(continued on page 7)

DEVELOPMENT

Negotiate with
Stanford?
County says ‘no’
Expectations are too far
apart, county exec says
by Gennady Sheyner

In just the past year, the research park began offering shuttles for employees who live on the
west side of San Francisco and
around Santana Row shopping
center in San Jose. And to address
employees’ lunchtime needs, the
research park introduced an afternoon shuttle between the corporate campuses and the retail
area along California Avenue.
“We continue to fill the gaps
in service with commuter buses,”
said Jamie Jarvis, director for sustainable transportation programs
at Stanford Research Park and the
architect of the park’s program,
which is known as SRPGO.

rustrated by its inability to
negotiate a deal with Santa
Clara County for a significant campus expansion, Stanford
University requested Tuesday that
the county pause its review of the
growth plan and return to the negotiating table.
The request failed, however, to
sway the Board of Supervisors.
Most members agreed with county staff that the best path forward
would be to follow the county’s
regular rules for approving major
developments, in which the county sets conditions that Stanford is
legally required to meet. Stanford
would prefer to negotiate a “development agreement” to govern
the expansion, which supervisors
have referred to as the largest
project in the county’s history.
The Tuesday meeting was the
second in a series of hearings that
the county is holding on Stanford’s general-use permit application. The university wants permission to build about 3.5 million
square feet of development, which
includes 2.275 million square feet
of new academic space and 2,600
student beds. Stanford has also
proposed 550 new housing units
for staff and faculty. County staff
is recommending that the number
of units be quadrupled, to 2,192, a
condition that Stanford has vociferously opposed.
Much like at prior meetings,
Stanford staff continued to press
the county to enter into a development agreement, in which the
county and university would

(continued on page 8)

(continued on page 8)
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Sammy Dallal

With feet a-flyin’

Emily Watkins, a student at Greene Middle School, participates in a cross country meet at Baylands Nature Preserve in Palo Alto Oct. 8.

TRANSPORTATION

Research Park programs gain traction
in changing workers’ commuting habits
SRPGO expands shuttle program, prepares to build headquarters
by Gennady Sheyner
hen Stanford Research
Park launched its transportation-management
association three years ago with
the goal of reducing traffic and
providing new commuting options for its 140 companies,
nearly three-quarters of those

W

businesses’ roughly 29,000 employees drove to work alone.
To get some of the workers to
switch to public transit and other modes of transportation, the
research park introduced new
carpool and vanpool services,
launched shuttles and created a

rewards program for those who
bike or take transit to work. It
created a “guaranteed ride home”
program, set up a website to help
employees plan their trips and
hired a full-time transportation
manager to work with companies
on new commuting programs.
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Online This Week

These and other news stories were posted on Palo Alto Online
throughout the week. For longer versions, go to www.PaloAlto
Online.com/news.

New transportation chief looks to raise
resident engagement

For years, Palo Alto leaders have talked about the need to launch
new transportation initiatives, only to see their plans fizzle. Philip
Kamhi, the city’s chief transportation official, hopes to change that.

(Posted Oct. 8, 9:57 a.m.)

City Council backs extension of Cubberley lease

Despite some disagreements about the Cubberley Community
Center’s future, the Palo Alto City Council endorsed on Monday
night a new five-year deal with the school district. (Posted Oct. 7,
6:58 p.m.)

Man pleads guilty to robbing Palo Alto,
Mountain View banks

An Oakland man pleaded guilty in federal court on Thursday to
charges that he robbed or attempted to rob 19 banks across Northern
California, including in Palo Alto and Mountain View, between
March 2018 and February 2019. (Posted Oct. 5, 8:53 a.m.)

Marketplace
AmiCare
SERVICES INCORPORATED

Quality and affordable
services right at the
comfort of your home.

27,364

60.09%

Jeremy-Winston Logan Moon
died on July 31. He was born in
Menlo Park on Feb. 20, 1983.
Known affectionately as “JayDub,” he found a passion for art
at a young age. He turned his fifth
birthday party into an art show,
for which 23 paintings were matted and an official announcement
was printed and mailed to 50
people.
After performing a Robin
Leach monologue during an Encinal Elementary School talent
show, his mom introduced him to
the Palo Alto Children’s Theatre
(PACT). Under the direction of
Patricia Briggs and Michael Litfin, he developed critical skills for
life, including learning responsibility, working in cooperation
and mentoring youth. He also developed craft skills like costume
construction and design, set design and development and how to
apply makeup.
He took tap classes at Burgess
Park with his mom when he was
young and longed to dance ballet.
He eventually joined the Pacific

Payroll & Benefits Cassadie Gonzalez (223-6544)
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Jeremy-Winston Logan
Moon

Ballet, dancing the “Nutcracker”
at Mountain View Center for the
Performing Arts for several years
and spending a summer with the
Joffrey Ballet in New York City.
In 1994, he and his mom moved
to Palo Alto, where he continued
his education at JLS Middle
School followed by Palo Alto
High School. After graduating in
2001, he attended Foothill College as a graphic design major
while continuing with dance and
theater. His first job was working in tech at PACT. He later
spent several years as the gallery
specialist at Z Gallerie. He also
volunteered to hang art shows at
Pacific Art League.
He eventually segued into retail
and bartending, where he enjoyed
engaging with the public and
helping people meet their needs.
His memorial services were attended by people from every stage
of his life, including his very first
teacher at the age of 3, kids and
parents from PACT, and teachers
and students from Pacific Ballet.
He is survived by his mother,
Elizabeth Lynn Moon. Memorial donations may be submitted
through a GoFundMe campaign
(bit.ly/30Ua2q1) launched by his
former employer, Molly Magees. Q

Become a
Paid Subscriber for as low
as $5 per month
Sign up online at
www.PaloAltoOnline.com/join

CALL FOR
A FREE NURSE
ASSESSMENT

(650) 526-8810

To place an ad
or get a quote,
contact
Nico Navarrete
at 650.223.6582
or email
digitalads@
paweekly.com.

Upfront
MENTAL HEALTH

Stanford to revise leave of absence
policies for students in crisis
Class action lawsuit had alleged university discriminated against
students with mental health disabilities
by Elena Kadvany
tanford University has
agreed to a “groundbreaking” settlement with a group
of students who sought through a
class action lawsuit to reform allegedly discriminatory policies affecting students in mental health crisis.
Disability Rights Advocates in
San Francisco, which brought the
case on behalf of the Stanford Mental Health & Wellness Coalition
and individual students last spring,
called the settlement agreement the
“most comprehensive ever to protect college students with mental

S

Power outage
(continued from page 5)

would. He checked weather maps
two or three days ago and didn’t
see anything headed toward his
neighborhood.
“I’m glad I don’t have to run
around resetting clocks,” he said.
Palo Alto Hills resident Mark
Nadim couldn’t help but laugh.
“There was nothing. I kept getting phone calls and emails and text
messages,” he said, referring to the
government and PG&E warnings.
“I think they are getting too worried about what happened two years
ago,” Nadim said. “I talked to the
fire chief about a year and a half
ago, and he said we never get those
kinds of winds here. They made too
big of a deal out of it.”
While preparing for the planned
outage was an inconvenience, Nadim said he wasn’t angry.
The high winds that prompted
the outages were expected to last
through noon Thursday, according
to PG&E spokeswoman Mayra Tostado. Once the agency determines
the weather event has waned, it
will begin the restoration process,
which will include 45 helicopters
and 700 field workers monitoring
for damage and conducting repairs
to bring power back to the affected
customers.
Initially, an estimated 800,000
customers across 34 counties in
northern and central California
were expected to see their power
go out in two phases, according to
PG&E. During a Wednesday night
press conference, the company announced 44,000 of 500,000 customers who lost electricity already
had their service restored but that
the agency planned to cut power for
another 250,000 customers.
On Thursday morning, the
PG&E online outage map showed
spotty outages near Palo Alto, including in Portola Valley along
Arastradero and Alpine roads.
About 22 customers lost power
there between 10:55 p.m. and 11:05
p.m., according to the map. Most
other outages occurred in the Santa

health disabilities from unnecessary exclusion.”
The lawsuit alleged that Stanford
repeatedly violated state and federal anti-discrimination laws in its
response to students with mental
health disabilities, including those
who have been hospitalized for
suicide attempts. Student-plaintiffs
criticized Stanford’s involuntary
leave of absence policy and procedures as punitive and “onerous.”
Under the settlement, which is
not an admission of liability, Stanford agreed to revise its involuntary

leave of absence policy, ensure sufficient staffing to support students
with mental health disabilities, increase training for anyone involved
with implementing the policy and
pay $495,000 for the plaintiffs’ legal fees. The new policy will take
effect when the winter quarter starts
in January.
The settlement, crafted through
confidential mediation and in consultation with students and experts
in mental health and higher education, marks “a significant step forward not only for Stanford, but for

Cruz Mountains in the area of Skyline Boulevard in San Mateo County, where 120 customers lost power
in the Windy Hill and Los Trancos
Woods areas.
Santa Clara County declared a local emergency Wednesday because
the shutoff was anticipated to affect
more than 100,000 people; it will
be called off once all county residents have their electrical service
restored.

PG&E set up customer resource
centers in the impacted counties
with recharging stations for cellphones, plug-in medical devices
and other electronic devices; drinking water; air conditioning; and
other amenities. Q
Digital Editor Jamey Padojino
and Staff Writer Sue Dremann
can be emailed, respectively, at
jpadojino@paweekly.com and
sdremann@paweekly.com.

colleges and universities across the
country,” Disability Rights Advocate staff attorney Monica Porter
said.
“At a time when colleges and
universities across the nation are
experiencing large increases in the
prevalence and severity of mental
health disabilities, many campuses
have struggled to serve their student
bodies,” Disability Rights Advocates stated in its announcement.
In a message to students, Vice
Provost for Student Affairs Susie
Brubaker-Cole stated, “We believe
the new policy provides students
with agency to advocate for their
interests, as well as a thoughtful and
collaborative university process.”
She added that Stanford hopes
the new policy, which will replace the current dean’s leave and
housing-hold policies, will provide more consistency, clarity and
transparency.
Stanford requires involuntary

leaves when there is “significant
risk” to the health and safety of the
student or to others or when a student’s behavior “severely disrupts”
the campus environment. Plaintiffs
in the lawsuit said they had felt pressured to take involuntary leaves and
were unfairly asked to move out of
their campus housing during times
of crisis.
Under the revised policy, Stanford will give students who are being considered for an involuntary
leave the option of taking a voluntary leave and “will not discriminate against students with mental
health disabilities” who choose to
do so, the agreement states. There
will now be a two-day revocation
period and information on how to
revoke a voluntary-leave decision. Q
A longer version of this article is
posted on PaloAltoOnline.com.
Staff Writer Elena Kadvany
can be emailed at ekadvany@
paweekly.com.

Want to get news briefs emailed to you every weekday?
Sign up for Express, our daily e-edition.
Go to PaloAltoOnline.com/express to sign up.

Felipe’s
Markets
Organic & Conventional Produce/ Local Dairy/
Imported Cheese/ European & Mediterranean Specialties
Specialtie

PRODUCE SPECIALS

Prices valid through Oct. 17, 2019

O
Organic
i
Fuji Apples

Bananas

Red Grapes

Broccoli

$1.29

49¢

99¢

99¢

per lb.

per lb.

per lb.

per lb.

GROCERY SPECIALS

B k l
Berkeley
Farms Milk

$

2.99

N l id
Nulaid
Large Eggs

$

per gallon

1.99

per dozen

Goodwill
G
d ill
Russian
Buckwheat

Strauss
Milk

$

6.99

per gallon

$

1.29

per 800g

Subscribe to our websites to receive a 10% OFF Coupon

Visit us at any of our three locations!
Cupertino Market

Felipe’s Market

Foothill Produce

19725 Stevens Creek Blvd
Cupertino, Ca 95014
(408) 777-9111

1101 W. El Camino Real
Sunnyvale, Ca 94087
(408) 720-8111

2310 Homestead Rd Ste. D
Los Altos, Ca 94024
(408) 735-7775

CupertinoMarket.com

FelipesMarket.com

FoothillProduce.com

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 19
10AM - 2PM
AVENIDAS@450 BRYANT ST.
DOWNTOWN PALO ALTO
FREE INTERGENERATIONAL,
FUN FAMILY FESTIVAL
• Stanford Band
• Mr. Softee Ice Cream Truck
• Face Painting
• Balloons by Debbie
• Virtual Reality Headsets
and other games and treats!
BRING YOUR KIDS AND GRANDKIDS!
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Public
Notices
995 Fictitious Name
Statement
GREEN LEAF PAINTING
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
File No.: FBN658330
The following person (persons) is (are) doing
business as:
Green Leaf Painting, located at 452 Boynton
Avenue Apt. 206, San Jose, CA 95117, Santa
Clara County.
This business is owned by: An Individual.
The name and residence address of the
registrant(s) is(are):
RICHARD NUNEZ
452 Boynton Avenue Apt. 206
San Jose, CA 95117
Registrant began transacting business under
the fictitious business name(s) listed above on
08/29/2019.
This statement was filed with the County
Clerk-Recorder of Santa Clara County on
August 29, 2019.
(PAW Sep. 20, 27; Oct. 4, 11, 2019)
ACAMAN ENGINEERING
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
File No.: FBN658787
The following person (persons) is (are) doing
business as:
Acaman Engineering, located at 887 Franklin
Street, Santa Clara, CA 95050, Santa Clara
County.
This business is owned by:
An Individual.
The name and residence address of the
registrant(s) is(are):
ROMAN MARCOS REYES
887 Franklin Street
Santa Clara, CA 95050
Registrant began transacting business under
the fictitious business name(s) listed above on
09/09/2019.
This statement was filed with the County
Clerk-Recorder of Santa Clara County on
September 13, 2019.
(PAW Oct. 4, 11, 18, 25, 2019)

997 All Other Legals
NOTICE OF PETITION TO ADMINISTER ESTATE
OF:
SHIRLEY C. SAMUELS, aka SHIRLEY CHASINS
SAMUELS, SHIRLEY SAMUELS
Case No.: 19PR186873
To all heirs, beneficiaries, creditors, contingent
creditors, and persons who may otherwise
be interested in the will or estate, or both, of
SHIRLEY C. SAMUELS, aka SHIRLEY CHASINS
SAMUELS, SHIRLEY SAMUELS.
A Petition for Probate has been filed by:
JEFFREY VERN SAMUELS in the Superior Court
of California, County of SANTA CLARA.
The Petition for Probate requests that:
JEFFREY VERN SAMUELS be appointed as
personal representative to administer the
estate of the decedent.
The petition requests the decedent’s will
and codicils, if any, be admitted to probate.
The will and any codicils are available for
examination in the file kept by the court.
The petition requests authority to administer
the estate under the Independent
Administration of Estates Act. (This authority
will allow the personal representative to
take many actions without obtaining court
approval. Before taking certain very important
actions, however, the personal representative
will be required to give notice to interested
persons unless they have waived notice
or consented to the proposed action.) The
independent administration authority will
be granted unless an interested person files
an objection to the petition and shows good
cause why the court should not grant the
authority.
A HEARING on the petition will be held on
November 14, 2019 at 9:01 a.m. in Dept.: 13
of the Superior Court of California, County
of Santa Clara, located at 191 N. First St., San
Jose, CA, 95113.
If you object to the granting of the petition,
you should appear at the hearing and state
your objections or file written objections with
the court before the hearing. Your appearance
may be in person or by your attorney.
If you are a creditor or a contingent creditor
of the decedent, you must file your claim with
the court and mail a copy to the personal
representative appointed by the court within
the later of either (1) four months from the
date of first issuance of letters to a general
personal representative, as defined in section
58 (b) of the California Probate Code, or (2)
60 days from the date of mailing or personal
delivery to you of a notice under section
9052 of the California Probate Code. Other
California statutes and legal authority may
affect your rights as a creditor. You may want
to consult with an attorney knowledgeable in
California law.
You may examine the file kept by the court.
If you are a person interested in the estate,
you may file with the court a Request for
Special Notice (form DE-154) of the filing of an
inventory and appraisal of estate assets or of
any petition or account as provided in Probate

Code section 1250. A Request for Special
Notice form is available from the court clerk.
Attorney for Petitioner:
Francis A. La Poll
Gilfix & La Poll Associates LLP
2479 E. Bayshore Rd., Suite 220,
Palo Alto, CA 94303
(650) 493-8070
(PAW Oct. 11, 18, 25, 2019)
ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE FOR CHANGE OF
NAME SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF
CALIFORNIA FOR THE COUNTY OF SANTA
CLARA
Case No.: 19CV354324
TO ALL INTERESTED PERSONS:
Petitioner: JOHN JUNIOR ANTIONETTE
FERANDIN filed a petition with this court for a
decree changing names as follows:
JOHN JUNIOR ANTIONETTE FERANDIN to
JOHN ANTHONY FERANDIN.
THE COURT ORDERS that all persons
interested in this matter appear before this
court at the hearing indicated below to show
cause, if any, why the petition for change of
name should not be granted. Any person
objecting to the name changes described
above must file a written objection that
includes the reasons for the objection at least
two court days before the matter is scheduled
to be heard and must appear at the hearing
to show cause why the petition should not
be granted. If no written objection is timely
filed, the court may grant the petition without
a hearing.
NOTICE OF HEARING: January 21, 2020, 8:45
a.m., Room: Probate of the Superior Court of
California, County of Santa Clara, 191 N. First
Street, San Jose, CA 95113.
A copy of this ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE shall
be published at least once each week for
four successive weeks prior to the date set
for hearing on the petition in the following
newspaper of general circulation, printed in
this county:
PALO ALTO WEEKLY
Date: September 6, 2019
/s/
JUDGE OF THE SUPERIOR COURT
(PAW Oct. 11, 18, 25; Nov. 1, 2019)
NOTICE OF PETITION TO ADMINISTER ESTATE
OF:
PAIGE YVONNE SIMPSON
Case No.: 19PR186040
To all heirs, beneficiaries, creditors, contingent
creditors, and persons who may otherwise
be interested in the will or estate, or both, of
PAIGE YVONNE SIMPSON.
A Petition for Probate has been filed by:
DONNA NOEL JELLISON in the Superior Court
of California, County of SANTA CLARA.
The Petition for Probate requests that: DONNA
NOEL JELLISON be appointed as personal
representative to administer the estate of the
decedent.
The petition requests the decedent’s will
and codicils, if any, be admitted to probate.
The will and any codicils are available for
examination in the file kept by the court.
The petition requests authority to administer
the estate under the Independent
Administration of Estates Act. (This authority
will allow the personal representative to
take many actions without obtaining court
approval. Before taking certain very important
actions, however, the personal representative
will be required to give notice to interested
persons unless they have waived notice
or consented to the proposed action.) The
independent administration authority will
be granted unless an interested person files
an objection to the petition and shows good
cause why the court should not grant the
authority.
A HEARING on the petition will be held on
October 28, 2019 at 9:00 a.m. in Dept.: 13 of
the Superior Court of California, County of
Santa Clara, located at 191 N. First St., San
Jose, CA, 95113.
If you object to the granting of the petition,
you should appear at the hearing and state
your objections or file written objections with
the court before the hearing. Your appearance
may be in person or by your attorney.
If you are a creditor or a contingent creditor
of the decedent, you must file your claim with
the court and mail a copy to the personal
representative appointed by the court within
the later of either (1) four months from the
date of first issuance of letters to a general
personal representative, as defined in section
58 (b) of the California Probate Code, or (2)
60 days from the date of mailing or personal
delivery to you of a notice under section
9052 of the California Probate Code. Other
California statutes and legal authority may
affect your rights as a creditor. You may want
to consult with an attorney knowledgeable in
California law.
You may examine the file kept by the court.
If you are a person interested in the estate,
you may file with the court a Request for
Special Notice (form DE-154) of the filing of an
inventory and appraisal of estate assets or of
any petition or account as provided in Probate
Code section 1250. A Request for Special
Notice form is available from the court clerk.
Petitioner:
Donna Noel Jellison
236 N 1A St. E, Box 974
Magrath, Alberta Canada, T0K1J 0
(403) 331-1470
(PAW Oct. 11, 18, 25, 2019)

Call 650-223-6578 or email asantillan@paweekly.com for legal advertising.
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Upfront

Stanford
(continued from page 5)

negotiate the terms and conditions of the permit. Stanford’s
most recent offer, submitted in
June, claims to provide $4.7 billion in community benefits, an
assertion the county has flatly
rejected.
According to a report from
Deputy County Executive Sylvia Gallegos and Jacqueline Onciano, director of the county’s
Department of Planning and
Development, the actual value
of the benefits Stanford had offered comprises just 3.6% of the
amount Stanford has cited.
Geoff Bradley, the consulting planner who is managing the
county’s review of the Stanford
application, said that most of the
“community benefits” actually
fall into one of three categories:
housing that addresses the needs
from the 2000 general-use permit
rather than the new permit; items
that are part of the application
itself (specifically, the 2,600 student beds requested by Stanford);
or items that are already required
by the county through conditions
of approval.
The only items that can truly be
considered “community benefits”

Research Park
(continued from page 5)

The results appear to be bearing fruit. According to survey
results that Stanford presented
to the City Council Monday, the
percentage of employees who
drive alone has dipped from
73% in 2016 to 63% in 2019. At
the same time, the share of employees who carpool or vanpool
to work has gone up from 8% to
13% and the percentage of those
who take transit has gone up from
8% to 13%. About 8,000 employees are registered with Scoop, a
startup that facilitates carpools
through its app.
Not everything has gone swimmingly. The vanpool efforts
failed to gain traction until recently, according to Jarvis. Now,
the vanpool program is popular
with commuters from Tri-Valley
cities such as Pleasanton, Dublin
and San Ramon. And despite SRPGO’s effort to promote biking
through free on-site bike tuneups and parkwide bike to work
days, only about 4% of the employees bike to work — a smaller

in Stanford’s offer are the $30
million proposed for transportation projects and $138 million
that the university has pledged to
commit to the Palo Alto Unified
School District. This, Bradley
said, reduces the total value of
benefits offered by Stanford from
$4.7 billion to $168 million.
Catherine Palter, Stanford’s associate vice president for land use and
environmental planning, countered
that the $4.7 billion will support
housing, transportation, schools
and other benefits — all areas that
go beyond the cost of building the
academic facilities that form the
core of Stanford’s project.
Gallegos, noting that the university and the county are “very
far apart” on what a development agreement should entail,
said she does not recommend
moving ahead with a negotiated
agreement.
Currently, Stanford is also opposing the county’s proposal to
require more housing and stricter
standards for measuring traffic.
Board President Joe Simitian
argued Tuesday, however, that
these measures ensure the Stanford project “will not substantially worsen traffic congestion
affecting the surrounding area,”
which is one of the findings the
county legally has to make in

approving a project.
“So we cannot approve the
project unless we can make that
finding,” said Simitian, who along
with Supervisor Cindy Chavez sits
on an ad hoc committee charged
with working with Stanford on a
possible development agreement.
The only supervisor who criticized the county’s stance in regards to a development agreement
was Dave Cortese, who said the
full board was not kept apprised
of the ad hoc committee’s progress, or lack of progress, earlier
this year with Stanford.
Chavez said Tuesday that she
and Simitian “did our very best
to live up to the spirit of what we
were trying to accomplish.” She
also said she felt very bad about
insufficiently communicating
with the full board.
Supervisor Mike Wasserman
agreed with staff and most of his
colleagues that a development
agreement may not be necessary.
“I have to tell you, every time
I speak with somebody different,
I am less and less convinced that
we can’t accomplish all we want
in a GUP itself — and not need a
development agreement,” Wasserman said. Q
Staff Writer Gennady Sheyner
can be emailed at gsheyner@
paweekly.com.

percentage than SRPGO staff
would like to see.
Jarvis said that while she feels
comfortable about encouraging
people to take transit or carpool,
she is not as aggressive in encouraging people to ride their bikes.
“I will not twist somebody’s
arm to get them on a bike if
they’re uncomfortable,” Jarvis
said.
SRPGO is one of two transportation-management associations
to emerge in Palo Alto in recent
years. The city in 2015 formed
the Palo Alto Transportation
Management Association (TMA),
which focuses on the downtown
area and recently concluded a
pilot program in the California
Avenue area. Last year, the Palo
Alto TMA became an official
nonprofit. This year, the council
agreed to raise its annual funding
of the association from $480,000
to $750,000.
While the two TMAs share
the same goal, they differ in both
their means and methods. The
small downtown program relies
on public funding for survival,
while the much larger SRPGO
receives significant investments

from Stanford and the large companies in the park, including SAP,
VMware, HP Inc. and Varian
Medical Systems. The downtown
TMA focuses on low-income employees and mid-level managers,
but SRPGO has no such income
restrictions. And the downtown
program is mostly limited to distributing transit passes, SRPGO
is more involved: It has its own
network of buses and shuttles, as
well as three full-time employees
and eight consultants.
Now, SRPGO plans to increase
its visibility by adding bus shelters at various locations in the
research park and by building an
office so it can consolidate its operations. The new 22,000-squarefoot headquarters would go up at
3215 Porter Drive, near Hillview
Avenue and Hanover Street. Tiffany Griego, managing director at Stanford Research Park,
said the new building will be a
central place that “increases the
convenience and awareness and
appeal of the many transportation
offerings to employees working
throughout the research park.”
Jarvis said that, to date, SRPGO has had the biggest success
with drivers who come from the
East Bay and San Francisco. It’s
had a tougher time with those
who commute from other cities
in Santa Clara and San Mateo
counties.
“Folks from the East Bay and
San Francisco — those are our
easiest audience because they’ve
got a painful commute. They’re
looking for ways, and fortunately
we have a good suite of solutions
to offer them,” Jarvis said. Q
Staff Writer Gennady Sheyner
can be emailed at gsheyner@
paweekly.com.

CityView
A round-up

of Palo Alto government action this week

City Council (Oct. 7)

Cubberley: The council directed staff to negotiate with the Palo Alto Unified
School District a five-year extension of the Cubberley Community Center lease.
Yes: Unanimous
Transportation: The council discussed and approved a transportation
workplan for the next year.
Yes: Unanimous

Editor’s note

elcome to the 40th anniversary edition of
the Palo Alto Weekly,
whose inaugural issue was published on Oct. 11, 1979.
For this issue, the news staff
wanted to examine what the city
is like today in light of what has
happened over the past four decades. We started by reaching out
to residents on four blocks in Palo
Alto, from north to south: Poe
Street, Churchill Avenue, Greer
Road and El Cerrito Road. We
asked them to tell us what living
in the city is like for them and
what fills their day-to-day lives.
We also asked them to share their
observations about the changes
happening in their neighborhoods and the city. We’re grateful
to them for sharing their stories,
which you can read in their neighborhood profiles, starting on page
29.
If this project sounds familiar,
it is: In what has become a tradition, we followed in the footsteps
of previous Weekly reporters and
editors, who for the newspaper’s
10th and 25th anniversaries also
researched and produced similar
overviews of Palo Alto.
One thing struck us as we reviewed their work: The most
pressing problems of the region
in 2019 may be more exaggerated
today, but they took root decades
ago. For the 10th anniversary edition in 1989, journalist Melinda
Sacks wrote: “As housing prices
climb astronomically” — referring to the average home price of
$400,000 in 1988 — “the original
residents are finding themselves
living side by side with a new kind
of neighbors. If not extremely
wealthy, they are at least highly
paid, often two-income, careeroriented professionals who don’t
have nearly as much time for
community activities as did the
families who settled here earlier.”
One local real estate agent at
the time noted that children who
grew up in Palo Alto were unable
to buy homes in the city, even then
— a familiar refrain of today’s
parents as well.
In addition to the profiles of
four neighborhood blocks, our
anniversary coverage includes
an editorial by Palo Alto Weekly
founder Bill Johnson on the media
business and its future. We also
provide a retrospective of the top
news from every year since 1979.
And we put the spotlight on local
small businesses and what they’ve
done to survive over the decades.
We hope you find our reporting
relatable and valuable.
—Jocelyn Dong

W

The price of ‘paradise’

Palo Altans love their hometown, but the stress of living in the heart of Silicon Valley is growing
by Jocelyn Dong
ast Coast native George Richardson
arrived 50 years ago to attend Stanford Law School. Like so many before
him, he never left.
“I always wanted to come to California to
see what it was about. My expectation was,
you know, go to law school, go to New York
and join a big firm and make lots of money,”
said Richardson, who still practices law in
Palo Alto. Upon arriving here, “I did a lot
of driving around, and I remember falling in
love with ... the rolls of the golden hills and
the stark green oaks among them. And I just
said, ‘Why would anybody leave?’”
Richardson’s love of Palo Alto has led him
to volunteer for the school district and get
involved in other civic affairs.
He’s not alone in his passion for the
community.
When talking about their hometown with
Palo Alto Weekly journalists for this newspaper’s 40th anniversary edition, longtime
residents and newcomers alike speak fondly
of the attributes that drew them here and
convinced them to stay: the beautiful homes
along canopied streets, the strong public education system, the vibrant civic culture and

E

relatively safe neighborhoods.
Lately, though, as Silicon Valley has continued moving at full throttle, local residents
have also been wondering aloud about something their predecessors rarely did: the price
of living in “paradise.”
Four decades into the digital revolution,
Palo Alto residents are feeling a growing
sense of dissonance. Like the tectonic plates
that created the San Andreas Fault, tech has
seismically shifted how people live day to day.
On the one hand, the technology industry
has pushed the Silicon Valley economy to
produce the second highest per capita gross
domestic product (GDP) in the country, unleashing unprecedented prosperity and the
belief that anything is possible.
But tech’s rise into the Valley’s dominant
economic and cultural force has also reshaped people’s lives in ways that residents
are finding stressful, from the long hours
they devote to work, to the times of day they
drive (or don’t, to avoid traffic), to skyrocketing housing prices.
Whether consciously or not, accommodations to this new reality have to be made:
Because of traffic congestion, residents now

say they won’t hit the road without checking Google Maps or Waze first; they get
DoorDash to deliver dinner to them at home
because they don’t have time to cook; they
install Nest to protect (and remotely keep
tabs on) their most significant financial investment, their home.
The impacts haven’t been limited to time
and money; there are more intangible costs
to living in the always-on culture of Silicon
Valley. Some residents complain of their
frustration with navigating a more complex,
tech-connected world. Others speak of a
nagging sense of losing control over their
information and their privacy, with everyone’s data being gathered digitally by faceless corporations.
Even tech workers warn of the isolation
that the digitally connected world, ironically,
fosters. And longtimers wonder what kind
of community will be here in 10 years and
whether it will still be a place for service
workers, artists and others who contribute to
the vibrant fabric of the community.

The increase in ... everything

ne need look no further than local statistics to get a sense of how
much has changed for Palo Altans
since 1979, when the Palo Alto Weekly was
founded. The San Jose Metropolitan area,
once a place of orchards and canneries, now
has the nation’s second highest per capita
GDP: $128,300, according to the U.S. Bureau of Economic Analysis. The 2018
American Community Survey of the U.S.
Census Bureau pegs the median household
income in Palo Alto at $162,319.
That wealth has pushed up the cost of
housing, among other things. In 1980, the
median price of a home was $148,000; this
year, it’s $2.9 million, according to Zillow Research. (The median home value in

O

George and
Dianna
Richardson,
residents of
the Royal
Manor
neighborhood
in Palo Alto
since 1989,
take a walk
outside their
home on
Oct. 1.

File photo/Veronica Weber

A couple walks underneath vibrant gingko trees on Greenwood Avenue in Palo Alto in 2016, one of many streets in the city where
mature trees form a canopy over the road.
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American Community Survey.
While lower than the county’s
25.5% rate, it’s higher than cities
with a similar population around
the country: 12.7% in Portland,
Maine, 14.9% in Oshkosh, Wisconsin, and 15.5% in Iowa City.
As an abundance of tech jobs
have been created, more people
have moved in. The population
of Palo Alto in 1980 was 55,225;

Palo Alto Chamber of Commerce presents the

33rd Annual ATHENA®
Leadership Awards Luncheon
honoring
ATHENA Award for Emerging
Professional Leadership

ATHENA
Leadership Award

$500K
today it stands at
66,655. And all of
those people need
0
to get around, clogging roads that
previously never
had stop-and-go
traffic. Dianna Richardson, who
with husband George has lived
in south Palo Alto since 1989,
said she thinks twice about going
downtown or to Stanford Shopping Center.
“There’s just too much congestion,” she said. “There’s got to be
a cause or something to take me
there.”
Now she shakes her head in disbelief when she sees the local TV
news traffic helicopter covering
the stretch of U.S. Highway 101
behind her house.
“I really have to think about
it before I can just jaunt off and

$811,800

8 to 1

Sources: U.S. Census, 2018 American Community Survey

6 to 1

$457,800

$148,000
$24,743

1980

$55,333

$90,377

1990

2000

$120,670

2010

$162,319
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Sources: U.S. Census, 2018 American Community Survey, Zillow Research

go somewhere. If I want to go to
Home Depot (in East Palo Alto),
I’m, like, ‘I can’t do that now because then I’ll get stuck on that
road,’” she said.
The proliferation of tech devices and appliances over the decades needs no statistics. But ask
residents how they feel about the
mass adoption of tech and the answer is, “It’s complicated.”
Online shopping is convenient,
but every purchase is one that potentially takes away from a local
small business — and affects its
continued existence in the community, residents told the Weekly.

One couple bemoaned the ongoing loss of stores, whether Fry’s
or Orchard Supply Hardware, or
other local places where owners
or employees have expertise to offer along with merchandise.
More than one person commented on the simultaneously good
and bad aspects of social media:
Neighbors talk with one another
on Nextdoor.com but don’t reach
out to say hello in person as often.
Browsing, “liking” and watching videos on Facebook sucks up
hours of people’s days, leading
(continued on page 28)
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California is $548,700.)
Renters, who today make up
43% of Palo Alto households,
pay a median gross monthly rent
of $2,423. In 1980, it was $363 a
month.
Over four decades, the ratio of
median house value to median annual household income has more
than tripled: from 6 to 1 in 1980
to 19.6 to 1 in 2018.
As one new Palo Alto resident
opined, “The only way to afford it
here is if one person (in the family)
is working in the tech industry.”
Paying off the mortgage has become a top priority for many who
are staring at years of financial
burden, leading a south Palo Alto
resident to tell the Weekly that
he wishes he could work more
hours, just to earn the money to do
that. Of the Palo Alto homeowners with a mortgage, 22% spend
more than 35% of their budget on
housing, according to the 2018

The high cost of Palo Alto housing

Monthly rent’s steep climb in Palo Alto

(continued from page 9)

40th Anniversary
EDITORIAL

Why our next 40 years depends on you
Journalism is essential to democracy but its future is in jeopardy
by Bill Johnson
can’t imagine
a more ideal
community in
which to operate a
serious-minded news
organization.
Our readers care
deeply about the
quality of their local
government and the
schools. They include
experts on virtually
any topic we cover. They are engaged in local issues and don’t
hesitate to advocate strongly for
their points of view. To publish a
newspaper and website in this environment is a unique journalistic
undertaking and a huge professional challenge for reporters and
editors every day.
Back in 1979, it was this challenge and opportunity that inspired
me to start the Palo Alto Weekly.
The daily newspaper that I grew
up with, the Palo Alto Times, had
been sold the year before to the
Chicago Tribune Company, and in
April 1979 it was radically transformed into the Peninsula Times
Tribune. The folks from Chicago
decided that what residents of
Palo Alto and other Peninsula cities really wanted was a regional
newspaper.
As soon as I got wind of their
plan, my strong instinct was that
it was a strategy doomed to fail
(which it did 14 years later in 1993
when the paper closed.) I went to
work preparing a business plan
for a new weekly newspaper that
would focus exclusively on Palo
Alto and Stanford, essentially
stepping into the role that the Palo
Alto Times played in the community but with an orientation
toward more in-depth reporting
and a more progressive editorial
viewpoint that aligned more with
the community.
As a prospective entrepreneur,
I didn’t bring much to the table. I
was born and raised in Menlo Park
and Portola Valley and went to
Stanford University, where I spent
way too many hours as a college
journalist reporting for KZSU, the
campus radio station, covering a
lot of anti-war protests and related
campus controversies.
Upon graduating, I spent three
years in Washington D.C. as press
secretary to then-Congressman
Pete McCloskey, then returned
to Palo Alto and worked a year
handling press relations and community outreach for the California
Coastal Commission in San Francisco. Knowing this wasn’t a background that would easily attract investors for launching a newspaper,
I tried to compensate by doing an
immense amount of research on
the publishing business. In my
business plan, I laid out my vision
in great detail and made financial

I

projections for getting
to profitability in three
years.
During the six
months following the
formation of the Peninsula Times Tribune,
I pitched local residents whom I either
knew from family ties,
through my work for
McCloskey or by their
reputations for civic engagement.
By Aug. 11, the day before my
wedding, the last of the 14 investors I was seeking called to say
they were in.
These 14 local families, who
each invested between $15,000
and $25,000, shared my vision for
a new, locally owned and independent paper for Palo Alto but were
less certain about my ability to pull
it off. In the end, as I came to realize, the opportunity to be an owner
of their hometown newspaper was
exciting and unique enough to set
aside whatever doubts they may
have had about me.

Recent studies
have shown that
cities that lose a
strong, local source
of professional
reporting suffer a
decrease in voting,
competition in local
elections and citizen
participation in civic
affairs.
Some of these original shareholders have since passed away
and their shares inherited by
their kids, or in a couple of cases,
grandkids. That there has been
little additional turnover is a testament to the commitment of the
14: to sustaining a responsible
and ethical organization providing good journalism to local residents. And over the last 40 years,
not one shareholder has attempted
to influence our editorial content,
the Weekly’s position on local issues or its political endorsements
— a fact of which I am especially
proud.
Like every media organization, we have plenty of critics
who would disagree that we are
responsible, ethical or provide
good journalism. Ironically, as
I was finishing this column I received an email from one reader
describing the Weekly as “just
another mouthpiece of the landed
gentry” because of an editorial we
published urging more thoughtful

efforts to resolve the debate over
Castilleja School’s future. I recognize that there are others in the
community for whom we are just
one editorial position away from
such labels, or from losing them
as a supporter.
But I learned early on that today’s upset reader is often tomorrow’s enthusiastic supporter, and
that it is neither possible nor desirable to avoid controversy in search
of unattainable universal praise.

Journalism is
disappearing

And this leads me to the crisis
facing local journalism today.
There has never been a time when
the future of local journalism has
been so much in doubt, and I’m
worried that people in our Palo
Alto bubble don’t get it.
I am surprised at the number
of highly informed people I meet
who don’t appreciate that local
journalism is disappearing all over
the country, leaving thousands of
communities without sources of
news other than social media or
information put out by their local governments. Recent studies
have shown that cities that lose a
strong, local source of professional
reporting suffer a decrease in voting, competition in local elections
and citizen participation in civic
affairs.
It is important to realize that we
are not immune from these forces
in Silicon Valley even though we
may be the most highly educated
and affluent region in the entire
world. Almost every community
on the Peninsula and the Bay Area
had a local newspaper when we
began publishing. Today, most of
those newsrooms are gone.
If we are to prevent this from
eventually happening here and in
other communities that still have
decent professional news organizations, readers need to acknowledge the danger to democracy that
comes from the loss of local journalism and do their fair share to
support it.
Local newspapers across the
country are asking readers and
major institutions in their communities to help them shift from
a business model that depends on
advertising revenue to one that
relies on subscriptions, memberships, partnerships and other creative forms of support. You’ve
seen our regular appeals for this
support both in print and on Palo
Alto Online, and we are gratified
by the large number of readers
who have responded. But we need
thousands more to successfully
evolve our business model in the
years ahead.
What has brought local journalism to this point of vulnerability?

Three major trends have destroyed the advertising business
model that enabled local news to
prosper until the early 2000s:
The internet and the loss of
retail. The internet, and Google,
Facebook and Amazon in particular, have made it almost impossible
for local, independent retailers to
survive, especially in our region,
where the cost of doing business
is so high. Historically, retail has
been the lifeblood of local newspapers, so retail consolidation
has severely cut into the revenue
needed to support robust editorial
departments.
The generational change in
business ownership. The remaining locally owned businesses are
increasingly being operated by a
new generation of owners — either
the adult children of parents who
have turned the business over to
their kids, or young entrepreneurs
with a new business idea. This
new generation of business owner
didn’t grow up reading newspapers
and is entirely oriented toward using inexpensive advertising on
Google or Facebook or free social
media to promote their products
and services. Moving to these
other platforms has diverted more
than half of all advertising money
previously spent in publications.
The reader shift to digital.
Younger consumers of news, like
the new generation of business
owners, did not grow up with or
establish print newspaper reading habits. They are mostly relying on digital news sources and
have been accustomed to getting
that news without paying for it. In
Palo Alto, many older readers have
also shifted to Palo Alto Online
for their daily dose of local news,
often in addition to reading the
printed Palo Alto Weekly.
These conditions have thrust local news organizations, especially
those owned by large companies,
into a downward spiral. To maintain profitability as advertising
declines, journalists are laid off,
leading local news coverage to
shrink, prompting more readers
to cancel their subscriptions. This
then leads to further reductions in
advertising. The cycle continues

until the newspaper is no longer
performing the essential public
service role of holding public officials accountable or covering
the important news of the day.

Reshaping the
economics

Fortunately, the Weekly has a
jump on many of our peer news
organizations. In 1994, we were
the first newspaper, daily or
weekly, to publish our content on
the web, thanks to the help of a
software engineer who was an
avid Weekly reader. Since then,
we have invested heavily in creating a website that now attracts
an astounding 285,000 unique
visitors each month, more than
four times the population of the
city. We publish news online 24/7
and distribute several emailed
newsletters, including Express, a
daily local news digest sent every weekday morning at 10 a.m.;
Weekend Express, a Thursday
summary of upcoming weekend
events and the Peninsula Foodist,
covering the local dining scene,
every other Wednesday.
But as we create new ways to
keep you informed and entertained, our future as a local news
organization will literally be up
to you. An evaporating pool of
advertising must be replaced by
direct membership support from
readers, whether you get your
news from Palo Alto Online or
the Palo Alto Weekly. Our hope is
to create the model for the future
success of similar local news organizations, because they all face
this existential threat.
As it has in so many other
fields, the Palo Alto community
and Silicon Valley can be leaders
in reshaping the economic model
for local journalism so that, in
40 more years, those of you still
around can look back and say you
were a part of saving it.
You can do your part by becoming a subscribing member at
PaloAltoOnline.com/join. Q
Bill Johnson is the president
and CEO of Embarcadero
Media. He can be reached at
bjohnson@paweekly.com.

Public Agenda
A preview of Palo Alto government meetings next week
CITY COUNCIL ... The council is not meeting this week.
BOARD OF EDUCATION ... The school board will take action on a
proposed board bond advisory committee; and discuss staff housing,
several board policies and the replacement of high school synthetic
turf fields, among other items. The meeting will begin at 6:30 p.m. on
Tuesday, Oct. 15, at the district office, 25 Churchill Ave.
COUNCIL FINANCE COMMITTEE ... The committee is tentatively
scheduled to discuss the city’s pension policy and the city’s services
inventory and evaluation strategy. The meeting will begin at 5:30 p.m.
on Tuesday, Oct. 15, in the Community Meeting Room at City Hall, 250
Hamilton Ave.
ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW BOARD ... The board plans to review a
proposal to demolish two residential units at 2342 Yale St. and to
construct a new two-story duplex; and consider a proposed three-story
mixed-use building at 3585 El Camino Real. The meeting will begin at
8:30 a.m. on Thursday, Oct. 17, in the Council Chambers at City Hall,
250 Hamilton Ave. Q
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The events and issues that defined Palo Alto over a generation
by Jocelyn Dong

L

Weekly file photo

At top, a plane crashed short of the Palo Alto Airport in
2018, killing the pilot. Photo by Veronica Weber. Above:
The Palo Alto Weekly’s first edition published on Oct. 11,
1979.

ooking back at history
through the lens of news
coverage reveals the
contours of a community: historic events that defined
an era, ideas that rose and then
fell away, movements that seized
people’s collective imagination
and created change, annual traditions that marked the passage of
time.
The Palo Alto Weekly, like all
locally rooted news organizations,
has borne witness to all of these
things. Over the past 40 years,
our reporters, photographers and
editors have chronicled moments
in time both small — the arrival
of a new Barron Park donkey —
and large, such as local residents’
reactions to the Sept. 11 terrorist
attacks.
We’ve compiled the timeline
below to represent those distinct
strands of community life. It was a
difficult task to decide what to include and what to leave out. When
possible, we looked for news that
had consequences beyond the initial event.
Of course, there were the
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disasters: the arson-set Arastradero Road wildfire that destroyed
15 homes, the Loma Prieta
earthquake in 1989 that rattled
residents’ sense of safety, the San
Francisquito Creek floods of 1998
that later spawned the Joint Powers Authority, the Cessna plane
crash into East Palo Alto and attendant power failure in Palo Alto
in 2010.
The city’s seen its share of tragedies, including the deaths of too
many young people. Murders have
periodically disturbed Palo Alto’s
serenity. Some of those were, as
is often the case, committed by
persons closest to the victim: the
husband, the boyfriend.
There have also been deaths
at the hands of strangers, including a fatal gang-driven beating in
downtown in 1997 and the fatal
shooting in 2008 outside of City
Hall in a robbery gone wrong.
Often, news was created by
people debating differing visions of the future. Should Palo
Alto stay small and suburban or
respond to the regional demand
for housing? Would a facility that
converts waste into energy be the
most environmentally responsible

thing to build, and if so, should it
really be placed in the Baylands?
Reactions to problems — or
situations being viewed as problems — have made up a large part
of what has happened in town. Old
historic homes were threatened
with demolition, new homes were
being built “too big,” retail wasn’t
thriving, neighborhood streets
were becoming raceways.
Politics, that staple of national
news, has likewise been the subject of ongoing reporting here.
There have been more than a few
tussles over city governance: who
should lead; how the Palo Alto
Process could be fixed; whether
reports from consultants should
be trusted.
Palo Altans haven’t been shy
about mounting referendums
when they think their leaders are
on the wrong track. They’ve asked
their fellow voters to override
approvals of everything from a
downtown condominium project,
to the expansion of the Palo Alto
Medical Foundation, to a housing
project on Maybell Avenue.
It should come as no surprise
that education has been a hot button issue, with expectations for

40th Anniversary

1983

East Palo Alto incorporates as a
city after a close election. Winter
storms cause flooding in Barron
Park and other creekside areas.
Stanford puts Stanford West on
hold after Palo Alto council imposes conditions on the project.

1984
Reagan administration OKs
Stanford’s terms to build Ronald
Reagan presidential library on
campus. Olympic soccer games
are held at Stanford Stadium.
Palo Alto council OKs extension
of Sand Hill Road to El Camino
Real; Menlo Park council files
suit to block the project. Jordan
Middle School closes, leaving
Wilbur as the only middle school.

Johnson Park opens in Downtown
Park North neighborhood. Palo
Alto begins to clamp down on
gas-powered leaf blowers because
of complaints they violate noise
limits. Palo Alto district proposes
to merge its two high schools at
Palo Alto High and convert Gunn
to the city’s only middle school.

1987
Reagan Presidential Foundation
decides not to build its library at
Stanford. Joaquin de Monet proposes high-rise office, hotel and
shopping complex for Whiskey
Gulch neighborhood of East Palo
Alto. Plan is later abandoned after
Palo Alto, Menlo Park and neighborhood groups sue to block it.
Voters reject ballot measure calling for city to become nuclearfree zone.

Weekly file photo

The Loma Prieta quake toppled shelves at Know Knew Books.

1990

Soviet President Mikhail Gorbachev visits Stanford. After four
years of drought, Palo Alto mandates 25 percent cutback in wateruse levels and hires bicycle-mounted “gush busters” to warn and cite
water wasters. Federal officials
tighten flood-protection rules affecting some 4,000 residents.

1979
Cubberley High School closes.
Palo Alto Weekly begins publication. Palo Alto City Council
rejects proposed rent control ordinance prohibiting annual increases of more than 7%.

Palo Alto council decides to
close city Yacht Harbor. “College Terrace rapist” apprehended.
To eradicate Mediterranean fruit
flies, Palo Alto rejects intensive
spraying of malathion in favor of
stripping fruit from trees.

1981
After stripping of fruit trees
fails to eradicate Medfly, aerial
spraying from helicopters begins.
City agrees to buy closed Terman
Middle School site for $9 million.
Palo Alto voters reject gay rights
ordinance.

1982
Three Palo Alto elementary
schools close. Palo Alto council
invites private groups to submit
bids to operate cable TV system.
Stanford University proposes
1,200-unit Stanford West housing
project and extension of Sand Hill
Road to El Camino Real.

1991

The 49ers won the Super Bowl at Stanford Stadium in 1985.

1985
San Francisco 49ers win Super
Bowl at Stanford Stadium. Cable
Communications Cooperative selected to operate Midpeninsula’s
cable television franchise. Palo
Alto council OKs regulations
to prevent construction of huge
homes. Festival Theater, the Hamilton Avenue movie house where
customers sit on beanbag chairs,
closes.

1986
Palo Alto council imposes
growth restrictions to control
commercial development downtown. Tinsley school-desegregation lawsuit settled; Palo Alto
and other Midpeninsula districts
agree to accept Ravenswood district students. Dr. Edith Eugenie

1988
After contentious 1987 election, Palo Alto school board reverses decision to merge the high
schools. Two-year drought forces
Palo Alto to activate its antiquated
wells for backup water.

1989
Loma Prieta earthquake causes
an estimated $150 million in
damage at Stanford and additional damage at the Veterans
Affairs hospital in Palo Alto and
topples brick chimneys throughout the area. Palo Alto, Menlo
Park and Atherton each come up
with new rules to ensure houses
aren’t too big for their lots. Palo
Alto school district adopts plan to
reopen Jordan as a middle school
and include sixth-graders at both
middle schools. After $6 million

Weekly file photo

1980

closes its doors. East Palo Alto approves Gateway 101, its first major
redevelopment. For first time in
school history, Paly boys basketball team captures state championship. Palo Alto Animal Services
Department receives anonymous
call that a black mamba snake is
missing, but the deadly reptile is
never found, and some officials
wonder if it was all a hoax.

renovation, Stanford Theatre reopens as a temple to classic movies of yesteryear.

A year of controversy over
improper research billings by
Stanford of the federal government culminates with Donald
Kennedy’s decision to resign as
university president. Palo Alto
council approves 45,000-squarefoot expansion of Palo Alto Medical Foundation, but a referendum
is quickly qualified for the ballot.
Citizens group forms to protest
nighttime noise in Palo Alto coming from Mountain View’s Shoreline Amphitheatre.

1992
Drug-related crime and street
violence in East Palo Alto peak
with the shooting of 11 people,
one fatally, in a 15-hour period.
Medical foundation’s expansion
proposal is approved in referendum, but foundation begins considering move to Urban Lane.
Stanford announces new plan
to extend Sand Hill Road to El
Camino, along with major expansion of the shopping center and
construction of 1,200-unit housing project.

1993
Two months after celebrating
100 years of publishing in Palo
Alto, the Peninsula Times Tribune

Weekly file photo

results set high. Philosophies have
clashed over school closures, new
textbooks and academic stress.
The district’s failure to communicate with the public transparently at times has compounded
problems over the years, from the
handling of sexual-assault claims
to changes made to policy.
Palo Alto’s moments of celebration created opportunities to
focus on the city’s lighter side:
the Palo Alto Centennial in 1994;
the opening of new parks and the
creation of the Stanford/Palo Alto
Community Playing Fields; the
Olympics at Stanford University
in 1984 and the Super Bowl at
Stanford in 1985.
As a community well-connected to the larger world, actions that
residents have taken, for good or
ill, often have bubbled up into the
national consciousness: Witness
Christine Blasey Ford’s testimony
about then-nominee for Supreme
Court Brett Kavanaugh, the
2013 arrest in North Korea of an
85-year-old Palo Alto man whose
six-week detention became the
subject of intense diplomacy, and
a liberal’s tirade against a Jewish
man wearing a Make America
Great Again hat in Starbucks that
went viral this spring.
All of this news, and much
more, has gone into creating the
story of Palo Alto. We hope you
enjoy taking the time to reflect on
where we’ve been as a city — and
where we might be going.

The Peninsula Times Tribune
ended publication in 1993.

1994
Palo Alto celebrates its centennial at 275 events that attract an
estimated 350,000 people. World
Cup soccer comes to Stanford.
Brazilian fans charm locals with
their drums and dancing, and the
U.S. team loses to Brazil, 1-0, in
a July 4 match. Varsity Theatre
shows its final film, “Cinema Paradiso,” and a developer announces
plans to convert the Spanish-style
landmark to a bookstore and cafe.
Weekly becomes the first newspaper to publish its entire editorial
content on the World Wide Web.

1995
Palo Alto voters reject Measure
R, which would have frozen the
city’s building limit for 20 years
and prevented the rezoning of residential property to commercial.
(continued on page 14)
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40 years of news
(continued from page 13)

1996

1998
El Niño storms cause flooding that damages hundreds of

CELEBRATING
40 YEARS OF BEAUTY

From our family to yours
For 40 years, LaBelle Day Spas & Salons have been
the result of the passion, beauty, and dedication
of founder Bella Schneider. Combining tried-andtrue relaxation services with expert clinical
beauty, we have made Bay Area women and
men’s wellbeing our main priority. Featuring
advanced technologies and refined cosmetics,
LaBelle’s true success lies in the meaningful
and loyal relationships we have built within
our own LaBelle family of staff and with our
devoted clients. Thank you for being part of this
amazing journey. We look forward to another 40
years with you!

www.labelledayspas.com
Stanford
36 Stanford Shopping Center
Stanford , CA 94304
650-326-8522

Palo Alto
95 Town & Country Village
Palo Alto, CA 94301
650-327-6964

Weekly file photo

Palo Alto council places strict
limits on demolitions of old
homes, while work begins on a
new historic preservation law. David Packard, the father of Silicon
Valley, dies at age 83. Bloomingdale’s opens its first store west of
the Rockies at Stanford Shopping
Center. Stanford trustees and
University of California regents
approve a merger of two Stanford and two UC San Francisco
hospitals.

Palo Alto council and city voters approve Stanford’s Sand Hill
Road development projects, but
Menlo Park files a lawsuit to
block them. Early morning arson
fire rips through an East Palo Alto
home, killing nine people, including five children, and injuring
eight others, including four firefighters. NASA scientist Herbert
“Bert” Kay is kicked and beaten to
death as he takes an evening stroll
through downtown Palo Alto. Six
gang members are arrested. Palo
Alto approves ordinance making
it an offense to sit or lie on downtown streets. Palo Alto council approves Medical Foundation’s plan
to move to new, $100 million campus on El Camino Real, triggering South of Forest Area planning.
The new center opens in 1999.

Midpeninsula homes and, in Palo
Alto, sparks criticism over city’s
preparedness. East Palo Alto
council approves University Circle
office, hotel and retail project for
Whiskey Gulch. First store opens
at East Palo Alto’s Gateway redevelopment project, renamed the
Ravenswood 101 Retail Center.

At left, a resident cleans up after the 1998 flood. Above:
Kenneth Fitzhugh was tried and convicted in 2001 of
his wife’s murder.

1999

After three years of contentious debate, the Palo Alto council passes a new historic preservation ordinance; a referendum is
quickly qualified for the March
2000 ballot. Cable Co-op board
approves sale of system to AT&T

for $70 million in cash and $20
million in other considerations.
Merged operations of UCSF and
Stanford hospitals lose $66 million in current year, prompting
calls to end the merger.

2000

After music teacher Kristine
Fitzhugh is found dead in her
home, her husband is arrested
and later convicted for her murder. County approves Stanford
University’s general use permit,
with a restriction against building
in the foothills for 25 years. City
leaders plan to build affordable
housing in the South of Forest
Avenue Area.

2001
Palo Alto launches long-awaited high-speed fiber-optic trial
with about two dozen households.
City Council OKs ordinance to
protect residents of Buena Vista
Mobile Home Park from eviction because of rent increases.
Council and school board unanimously agree to a land-swap deal
involving Cubberley and Terman
community centers, paving the
way for opening Terman Middle
School.

2002
Community is rocked when a
Palo Alto High School freshman
and football player dies by suicide on the train tracks. Elks Club
considers selling its 8-acres on El
Camino Real, a plan that divides
the club. In a first for Palo Alto,
council OKs charging impact fee
for new residential developments
to help pay for community centers, libraries and parks.

2003
While biking to school, sixyear-old Amy Malzbender is
struck and killed by a car driven
by a Palo Alto High School senior,
who later serves nine months in
jail. The opening of an Ikea store
in East Palo Alto stokes fears of
(continued on page 16)
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Palo Alto voters approve Measure
B, a $143 million bond to finance
the repair and renovation of district schools. Serial rapist sexually
assaults five women and attempts
to attack two others in less than
three weeks in Menlo Park, Palo
Alto and Sunnyvale. He is finally
arrested in January 1996.

1997

40th Anniversary
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the council votes to take all but
one of them out.

40 years of news
(continued from page 14)

traffic gridlock. Stanford agrees
to build athletic fields for the city
on six acres at El Camino Real
and Page Mill Road in exchange
for the right to develop several
hundred housing units elsewhere
on Stanford land.

2004

Palo Alto voters approve a
storm-drain fee to pay for upkeep
of the system. Founded by a college dropout, a startup called Thefacebook.com opens corporate
offices in downtown Palo Alto.
The council passes a ban on gaspowered leaf-blowers at residential properties.

2006
The reconstruction of Stanford
Stadium is completed in just 42
weeks. Bill Giordano, a longtime
Jordan Middle School coach and
teacher, is sentenced for molesting a 14-year-old student a decade
prior. The Opportunity Center
opens on Encina Avenue, using
a relatively new “housing first”
model to get homeless people off
the streets.

2007
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Weekly file photo

Mark Zuckerberg in 2005

Proposal to add Mandarinlanguage immersion program to
Palo Alto school district is met
with hot debate. Arson destroys
roof, second-floor of Walgreens
building downtown, and Donald
Ray Williams is sentenced for
the crime to 20 years in prison in

Veronica Weber

Palo Alto council OKs adoption
of single-stream recycling, starting in 2005. Criticism and costs of
the Homer Tunnel project mount,
as delays beset its construction. It
finally opens in 2005. After nineand-a-half months of bitter controversy over a traffic-calming trial involving road blockades in the
Downtown North neighborhood,

2005

Gunn High School students mourn in 2009 after the first youth suicide that year.
2013. Todd Burpee kidnaps and
assaults a Gunn High School senior; he is sentenced in 2009 to
43 years to life.

2008
Children’s Theatre employees
are suspected of embezzlement,
a scandal that ends the career
of director Pat Briggs; criminal
charges are later dropped. Palo
Alto Police Chief Lynne Johnson

steps down following a firestorm
of criticism for race-related comments. Voters finally hand victory to library supporters, passing
Measure N, a 30-year, $76 million
bond to improve Main, Mitchell
Park and Downtown libraries.

2009
Real estate agent Jennifer
Schipsi is murdered by boyfriend
Bulos “Paul” Zumot, who tries to

cover the crime by burning their
rented cottage. A jury convicts
him of first-degree murder in
2011. A shocked Palo Alto community scrambles to support teenagers as the first of two suicide
clusters starts with four deaths
in six months. Electric vehicle
maker Tesla Motors announces it
is moving to Palo Alto. The $270
million, 8.5-acre Taube-Koret
Campus for Jewish Life opens
(continued on page 18)

Old Becomes New
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Ask about our $92.50 Labor
Special & Other Specials

FREE LOCAL PICKUP & DELIVERY • FREE CONSULTATION
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Sterling Custom
Upholstery

1243 W. El Camino Real, Mountain View
(At Miramonte – behind Baskin-Robbins)
650.961.8700
www.SterlingCustomUpholstery.com
Angies List
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734 SENECA STREET, PALO ALTO

|

PRICE UPON REQUEST

|

734SENECA.COM

Industrial Chic Meets Classical Revival
•

Premier Community Center location

•

•

More than one-quarter acre
(approximately 11,550 square feet)

Radiant-heated, newly installed,
zWMOøl_Bb^VBoMzddMddop

•

Rooftop garden terrace

•

bbWs|øOMUOldd_

•

Landscape by Willy Lange,
known for Yerba Buena Gardens
in San Francisco

•

Circa 1925 Classical Revival outside
with industrial chic interiors

•

#lObøKdbKOlsddol_BbzWsV
3 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms

•
•

OMWKBsOMdTKOÛ_WJoBo|ÛBbMpOlBoBsO
art studio with private entrance

•

Approximately 4,000 square feet

•

One-half mile from shopping and
dining on University Avenue
Excellent Palo Alto schools

Judy Citron
650.400.8424
judy@judycitron.com
judycitron.com
DRE 01825569

#26 Agent
Nationwide, WSJ 2019

Rankings provided courtesy of Real Trends, The Thousand list of individual agents by total sales volume in 2018. Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Number 01527235. All material presented herein is intended for
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Stanford Hospital and expand Lucile Packard Children’s Hospital.
Steve Jobs, Apple’s creative genius, dies at 56 of pancreatic cancer; fans leave tributes outside his
Palo Alto home. Voters pass Measure E, the undedication of a 10acre parcel in Byxbee Park, and
Measure D, which scraps the requirement that the city enter into
binding arbitration over disputes
with its fire and police unions.
Veronica Weber

East Palo Alto residents watch first responders to a plane crash in
their neighborhood in 2010.

40 years of news
(continued from page 16)

and includes the Oshman Family
Jewish Community Center and
Moldaw Family Residences.

2010

A plan for office towers and a
theater at 27 University Ave. is
met with opposition after it becomes apparent that city staff
held private negotiations with
billionaire developer John Arrillaga. The plan is later shelved.
The owners of Buena Vista Mobile Home Park agree to sell the
property to developer Prometheus
and inform 400 residents they
will be evicted. Palo Alto leaders
double down on “transit-oriented
development” concept, approving
Lytton Gateway building with
limited onsite parking.

by FAA’s new NextGen flight
plan. High school students respond with messages of hope
and understanding when another Gunn High student dies by
suicide on the train tracks. Palo
Alto voters agree to reduce size
of council from nine to seven
members, starting in 2018.

2015

2014
The new 56,332-square-foot
Mitchell Park Library and Community Center debuts. Residents
and city leaders gear up to fight
increased airplane noise caused

Former Stanford University
swimmer Brock Turner is arrested and ordered to stand trial
for sexual assault in January. City
(continued on page 20)

2013

2011
Palo Alto council finally OKs
Stanford University Medical Center’s $5 billion plan to build a new

A federal agency finds the Palo
Alto Unified School District violated a disabled student’s civil
rights by mishandling ongoing

Michelle Le

After taking off in fog from
Palo Alto Airport, a plane crashes into an East Palo Alto neighborhood, killing all three on
board but no one on the ground;
electricity is cut to all of Palo
Alto. Two years after voters

approve $9.95 billion bond for
a high-speed rail system, Palo
Alto council takes a vote of “no
confidence” in the project and
joins other cities in suing the
California High-Speed Rail Authority. Measure R, a proposal
by Palo Alto’s firefighters union
to freeze staffing levels in the
Fire Department, goes up in
flames, with 74% of local voters
opposing it.

2012

bullying. Measure D, a grassroots
campaign to overturn a housing
development on Maybell Avenue, passes, launching a “slow
growth” political movement that
helps council members get elected
in 2014. The world is gripped by
the arrest of 85-year-old Palo Alto
resident Merrill Newman in North
Korea, who is held for six weeks.

A new Mitchell Park Library opens in 2014.

Bing Concert Hall

Music, theater,
dance, and more
at Stanford University

Brad Mehldau &
Ian Bostridge
This unique program unites
two of jazz and classical’s
greatest contemporary
players, as jazz piano legend
Brad Mehldau performs
a newly composed song
cycle with opera tenor Ian
Bostridge.
W E D, O C T 16
7:30 P M
B I N G C O N C E RT H A L L

BUY TICKETS

Chucho Valdés
Jazz Batá
Valdés is spending his 70s
touring the world. His album,
Jazz Batá 2, features a song
called “100 years of Bebo”—a
salute to his father, famed
pianist and bandleader,
Bebo Valdés.
FRI, OCT 18
7:30 P M
B I N G C O N C E RT H A L L

live.stanford.edu
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Terry Riley &
Gyan Riley
Minimalism Explored
Terry Riley, founder of the
minimalist movement,
is joined by his son,
award-winning classical
guitarist Gyan Riley in the
intimate Bing Studio.
SAT, O C T 19
7:00 P M & 9:00 P M
B I N G ST U D I O

650.724.2464

David Guttenfelder “A
Rare Look - North Korea
and Cuba”
Nat Geo photojournalist David
Guttenfelder has revealed
isolated nations to the
world. Hear him speak on his
photography and experiences
in Cuba and North Korea.
W E D, O C T 30
7:30 P M
B I N G C O N C E RT H A L L
SEASON
SPONSOR:

SEASON MEDIA
SPONSOR:
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key deadline in negotiation with
unions, resulting in $6 million in
unbudgeted raises and bonuses to
teachers and classified employees,
and a federal agency orders the
district to take steps to fix its improper handling of sexual-harassment complaints and incidents.
$40.4 million deal saves Buena
Vista Mobile Park from closure.

2016

(continued from page 18)

Courtesy SCC Sheriff’s Office

institutes residential parking permit
program for
d ow nt ow n’s
residential
neighborhoods, which
have been de
facto com- Brock Turner
muter parking
lots. Palo Alto’s first officer-involved shooting since 2002 occurs Christmas night, when William David Raff runs at police
and is shot and killed.

A Palo Alto businesswoman
is found stabbed to death in her
Greenmeadow neighborhood home;
her sister-in-law is arrested for her
murder. A planning commissioner
pens letter that goes viral, berating
city leaders for ignoring residents’
demands for more housing. Residents in certain Eichler neighborhoods argue over banning two-story
homes, prompting the city’s development of Eichler guidelines.

2018
A push to rename schools to
rid them of connections to eugenicists sparks protest and division. Voters recall Aaron Persky,
the judge who issued the controversial sentence of Brock Turner.
Sale of historic President Hotel
and evictions of its residents
stirs more angst about a lack
of affordable housing in Palo
Alto. Using new DNA databases,
county sheriffs identify suspects
in two cold-case Stanford murders from the 1970s. Palo Alto
resident Christine Blasey Ford
publicly accuses Supreme Court
nominee Brett Kavanaugh of sexually assaulting her while they
were teenagers.

2017
School district superintendent
Max McGee is paid $150K to
resign after the district misses

2019
Veronica Weber

Buena Vista Mobile Home Park residents rally to save their homes.

United States Attorney’s Office charges 50 people in collegeadmissions scam, including local
parents. New Stanford Hospital is
completed. County and Stanford

The
President
Hotel is
sold in
2018.

Weekly file photo

40 years of news

leaders scrap over university’s
application to grow. Castilleja
School’s long-planned and controversial expansion application
starts public review process. Q
Weekly Editor Jocelyn Dong
can be emailed at jdong@
paweekly.com. Kali Shiloh
contributed to this report.

WATCH MORE ONLINE

PaloAltoOnline.com

A “40 years of news” slideshow, with
additional photos of events from
the past four decades, is posted at
PaloAltoOnline.Atavist.com.

Stanford University Development Project and the General Use Permit Application
County of Santa Clara Board of Supervisors Hearing
Tuesday, October 22, 2019 / 6:00 pm
City of Palo Alto Council Chambers / 250 Hamilton Avenue, Palo Alto, CA 94301

At this hearing, the Board of Supervisors will receive testimony from members of the public on the General Use Permit application.
This is the only hearing before the Board on the application in Palo Alto. Other hearings will be in San José.

WHAT ABOUT HOUSING?
Stanford University is proposing to add more than
3.5 million square feet of new development. The project is
the largest ever to be reviewed by the County of Santa Clara
in its 169-year history.
If approved, the project could increase Stanford University’s
campus by 20% and add 9,610 new people to the campus
upon completion of the development.
Of the 9,610 additional people resulting from the build-out of
the academic space, 4,010 would be net new staff, faculty and
other workers who would create a demand for housing. For
this reason, the Administration is proposing that 2,172 new
housing units be provided, including 964 affordable housing
units to avoid worsening the existing housing crisis.

Last Hearing in Palo Alto to Share
Your Views with the Board of Supervisors
For the latest updates, please visit: CountyStanford.Info
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40th Anniversary
BUSINESS

Survival of the nimblest

For locally owned businesses, the biggest challenge is finding the right employees
hat makes a business last
nearly half a century or
more?
Often it’s being in the right place
at the right time — or buying
the property before values shoot
through the roof.
That’s true for Say Ray, the Palo
Alto auto repair shop started in
1959 by Ray Longanecker, and certainly for Bell’s Books, started in
1935 by Herbert Bell, who had the
foresight to purchase the building
on Emerson Street in downtown
Palo Alto 15 years later.
Whether going through economic booms or busts, or facing
changing city and state regulations, local businesses have had to
stay nimble to survive. To understand the secrets to longevity, the
Weekly asked the owners or managers of five businesses in different
industries to talk about some of the
hurdles they’ve had to overcome
and how they stayed afloat when
other companies met their demise.
The oldest of the five businesss was
founded in 1904 and the youngest
in 1987.
In the past 40 years alone, nearly
all enterprises have had to figure
out how to adapt to a new digital
reality, whether by shifting gears
as cars incorporated software
and computers or competing with

W

online commerce that devastated
so many local brick-and-mortar
stores.
And with the rising dominance
of tech companies in the Valley, the
biggest challenge to the longtime
businesses queried for this article
is hiring new staff.
The majority of the 28 employees at Alta Mesa Memorial Park in
south Palo Alto command union
wages, but even that doesn’t help
them pay the high rents and real
estate prices within a reasonable
commute distance. Locating seasonal employees to keep up the
grounds in spring through early
fall is a special challenge, noted
Marilyn Talbot, general manager.
“We can’t compete with Facebook or Google ... even though we
offer a very good package of benefits and pensions,” she said.
The Cardinal Hotel’s secret
to success has been its longtime
workers.
General Manager Stephanie
Wansek has been there 22 years;
her head housekeeper tops that by
12 years. Others have been there
longer than 20 years.
“We have a lot of longevity in our
staff,” Wansek said.
“A lot of us that work here fall
in love. It’s a great building,” she
said, adding that when she goes

on vacation, she’s always happy to
come back.
“But it’s harder to retain newer
people,” who can’t afford to live on
their own nearby, she said.
While Piazza’s Fine Foods in the
Charleston Shopping Center likewise boasts a number of longtime
employees — not least the three
brothers, sons of the founder, who
run it — “we struggle with getting
employees,” said co-owner Rick
Piazza. Gone are the days when
high school kids would bag groceries after school.
“It’s tough to make ends meet
versus high tech,” he said. Plus, it’s
not easy work.
“It’s a lot of physical labor. That
can’t just be anybody. You need the
right personality” to interact with
customers, he said.
And sometimes the next generation just isn’t interested in taking
over.
Although Peter Longanecker
took over in 1995 from his dad,
Ray, Peter’s two sons are pursuing
different paths. For Bell’s Books,
the best hope to carry on for the
coming 40 years just may be the
next-next generation — the grandchildren. Q
Freelance writer Carol Blitzer
can be emailed at carolgblitzer@
gmail.com.

File photo/Veronica Weber

by Carol Blitzer

Pedestrians stroll along Palo Alto’s University Avenue, past new
and old restaurants and shops that line the street.

AUTOMOTIVE SERVICES

Say Ray

orking on cars is in the
blood for Peter Longanecker, who was tinkering with engines at 14, before
he could legally drive.
He learned a lot from his dad,
Meryl (Ray) Longanecker, who
opened Say Ray Foreign Auto Service in 1959 in Palo Alto’s Ventura neighborhood. At first Ray
specialized in Volkswagens and
Porsches, the younger Longanecker said, but then went “full spectrum. He worked on everything.”
By the late ‘70s he narrowed his
car-repair service to Volvos.
By the time Peter Longanecker
took over in 1995, however, Volvo
quality had plummeted, and people were not buying as many.
“Now we do Japanese cars” including Lexus and Toyotas, as well
as the newer, luxury Volvos.
“Volvo was more of a family car
(in the ‘70s-’80s),” he said. “Now
it’s targeting the luxury market so
they are really expensive.”
Peter Longanecker, who grew
up in Palo Alto and attended Loma
Verde (now Juana Briones) Elementary, Terman (now Fletcher)

W

Middle and Gunn High schools,
has seen firsthand the changing
demographics of Palo Alto, which
now has a greater population of
higher-end cars. He’s also seen the
growing integration of computers
into cars.
Besides learning at his father’s
side, Peter Longanecker learned
the trade by taking a two-year auto
course at De Anza College, and as
cars changed, he picked up classes
at some parts companies, and he
did a lot of reading.
“It was really applying what
I already knew,” he said, noting
that working on cars means understanding how to get fuel and
air into an engine.
“Back in the ‘70s there were no
onboard diagnostics, but by the
late ‘80s (that) became more mainstream. You pull up a code and it
points you in a general direction,
then you use your knowledge and
skills to draw a conclusion on
what will do the job,” he said.
“Today’s cars are rolling computers. ... You can fix things by
changing out the software,” he
added.

Sammy Dallal

Like the vehicles themselves, the car-repair
business has evolved

Peter Longanecker, owner of Say Ray, an automotive repair shop in Palo Alto’s Ventura neighborhood,
services a Volvo with the aid of a laptop. Peter’s father, Ray, opened the repair shop in 1959.
“The products are getting better: performance, reliability, gas
mileage,” he said, but “it comes at
a cost. Everything is more complicated, more expensive (to fix).”
As a business owner on Ash
Street, he’s also been a front-seat
witness to changes in his edge-ofVentura neighborhood. His property, which his dad purchased in
the 1960s, backs onto the Fry’s
Electronics parking lot. While the
city and local residents may want
more housing on the property,

he’s not so sure that the property
owners are willing to give up the
business income they get from the
retail space, he said.
But he knows the wheels of Palo
Alto development move slowly, so
he’s not spending a lot of time
worrying about who his new
neighbors could be.
At 60, he has no plans to retire
soon, “but I don’t see doing this
when I’m 80,” he said.
He does acknowledge that business has been slowing down in

the last six or seven years. He can
now book an appointment within
a week.
“It used to be three weeks.
Times change,” he said.
And although he personally
drives a GMC pickup with the
newer bells and whistles, he said
he turns off the “stay-in-lane” and
cruise-control features. Q
— Carol Blitzer
Say Ray, 3251 Ash St.,
Palo Alto, 650- 493-8480,
sayrayautorepair.com

www.PaloAltoOnline.com • Palo Alto Weekly • October 11, 2019 • Page 21

40th Anniversary
BOOKS

Bell’s Books

ny book you haven’t read
is a new book,” reads the
sign in the window of
Bell’s Books, a Palo Alto institution
that’s grown from young Herbert
Bell selling textbooks to Stanford
University students in 1935 to a
well-established antiquarian and
rare book shop run by his daughter, Faith Bell.
Nearly 350,000 mostly secondhand volumes are shelved from the
floor to the lofty ceiling, organized
by 500 subject areas. Glass-fronted
cases are scattered throughout, often containing the rarest of leatherbound books, perhaps a miniature
Shakespeare collection.
Bell’s stocks brand-new Caldecott-winning children’s books and
paperback fiction, along with volumes gleaned from estate sales,
private collections and people
downsizing, Faith Bell said.
In other words, one can purchase
a new paperback copy of Maurice
Sendak’s “Where the Wild Things
Are” for $8.95, a hardback version for $18.95 or a first edition for
$4,500.
At one time there were 27 bookstores between Mountain View’s
San Antonio Road and Santa Cruz
Avenue in Menlo Park, many with

‘A

niche specialties (occult, women’s,
Jewish). Now there are about five,
she said.
“The rise of Silicon Valley is a
big shift. There’s an expectation
that things will be crisp and bright
and fresh, even for used books. ...
They have access to whatever they
want online.
“Sales dropped significantly
when people started buying books
online,” she said. “There were
years of struggle.”
Even so, Bell has resisted inventorying her books on a computer,
and she also keeps no written records of who bought what — a direct result of a Homeland Security
demand to turn over those records
a few years back.
With no list of her books on a
computer, there are no online sales,
no Bell’s Books eBay store.
That’s fine with Faith, who has
worked at the store since 1983, first
with her father until he died, and
then alongside her mother, Valeria
Bell, until her retirement in 2014.
Every bookstore has to change
over time, she said.
“The community has different
demands and interests,” and what
appealed to the Palo Alto community in the ‘40s or ‘70s is not the
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Courtesy Bell’s Books

Bucking the trend of closing bookstores

same as today, she said.
Like other purveyors of books,
she tried hosting some events in the
past to draw in customers, but the
store’s physical setup makes them
very difficult.
“The front display table weighs
over 300 pounds — it’s 18th-century oak,” she said, adding, “I’m
not really interested in providing
that kind of entertainment; what
we provide is fascinating enough
in itself.”
Fortunately, steeply rising rents
have never been a major challenge
for the store, since Herbert Bell was
smart enough to buy the building,

Bell’s Books
was founded
by Herbert
Bell in 1935 in
downtown Palo
Alto and initially
sold textbooks
to Stanford
University
students.

now designated Category 2 on the
city’s Historic Register, in 1950.
Ultimately the personal service
Bell’s offered overcame the pull of
the Internet, and customers — at
least her store’s clientele — value
the experience of picking up the
book, feeling it, smelling it.
Today Bell’s Books has settled
into its niche, focusing “much more
in the antiquarian or rare realm. We
could sell hundreds of paperback
fiction for one rare book,” she said.
Her customer base, too, has
evolved over time.
“We have constantly changing
clientele. We are delighted to see

younger customers delighting in
the store. Our aging clientele kept
us going; now we have families in
on Saturday or couples on Friday
date night who realize how unusual this is,” she said.
She even has out-of-the-area
customers who’ll “take a vacation
day once a month and treat themselves to something unusual,” she
said.
A major draw is interacting with
longtime staff.
“You should never underestimate the importance of loyal,
hardworking, long-term staff.
They shape the business as much
as the owners,” she said.
Besides Faith, whose interests
lie in books on books (binding,
publishing), 17th- to 19th-century
literary figures and social reformers, including Utopian communities, there are five other employees
with a broad range of interests.
Their expertise includes medieval world history, modern poetry,
Classical thought and true crime
fiction. And Bell’s husband, Christopher Storer, is a retired philosophy professor.
At 64, she has been able to pare
down her 14-hour days, enabling
her to meet other personal and
professional obligations.
“I know of booksellers who’ve
dropped in their tracks, and that’ll
probably be me,” she said. Q
— Carol Blitzer
Bell’s Books, 536 Emerson
St., Palo Alto, 650-323-7822,
bellsbooks.com

40th Anniversary
CEMETERIES

Alta Mesa Memorial Park
any things have changed
at Alta Mesa Memorial
Park since it was established in 1904, but the serenity
and beauty of the 72-acre private
cemetery along Palo Alto’s southern border stay the same.
Just a dozen years ago, a new
chapel was added to accommodate 168 people; today plans have
already been approved by the city
of Palo Alto to build a new reception center that can seat 300 for
memorial services, noted Marilyn
Talbot, general manager and corporate secretary.
Construction, which will include two outdoor courtyards,
could start in the spring and take
about a year to complete.
In the 39 years that Talbot
has worked at Alta Mesa, first
as a counselor, she has seen the
premises expand to include a full
mortuary, crematory, mausoleum
(cremains and coffins) and columbarium (for cremains only).
About 800 funerals take place
on weekdays (mostly Mondays
and Fridays) each year, and another 400 services are offered,
such as cremations, in which the
ashes are taken away by loved
ones.

M

“We do a fair amount with the
VA (Veterans Affairs) and local
hospitals,” she said.
These days, unlike in years
past, about 65 to 70% of services
offered are cremations rather than
burials, she said, depending a lot
on the ethnic background of the
family.
“People want to follow their
traditions,” she said, pointing to
the Chinese, Jewish, Latino, Muslim and Sikh people who are buried at Alta Mesa.
While in 1904 a gravesite with
perpetual care would cost $25, today’s rates are closer to $12,000
for a burial and $3,000 for cremation. Prices for funerals or cremations include contributions to
the endowment fund (now at $38
million, up from $15 million in
2007), which pays for perpetual
upkeep.
Although Alta Mesa has been
located in the same spot for 115
years, almost across the street
from Gunn High School, it is
constantly evolving. Recently a
scattering garden has been added,
where people may leave a loved
one’s remains.
A new columbarium offers
creek vistas and a skylight.

“The most popular (locations)
are those that can be ‘viewed’ by
the deceased,” she said.
“More thought is given to how
the person lived: Would they want
to be under a tree, or if they were
always cold, would they want to
be in the sun?” she added.
Wildlife thrives on the campus, with three bucks munching
on the flowers left by visitors.
It’s not uncommon to spot jackrabbits, hawks the size of eagles,
deer, coyotes and a bevy of “very
destructive” squirrels, she said.
With 28 employees, Talbot’s
biggest challenge is keeping full
employment.
“I have had a hard time (filling)
jobs in the last year or so. Most
applicants live far away,” she
said, noting that more than half
the employees live in the East Bay
and a few live in Boulder Creek,
Felton or Gilroy.
The privately owned memorial
park has 38 stockholders.
“We’ve never gone corporate,”
she said.
Following the closure of Roller
& Hapgood & Tinney in 2013,
Alta Mesa now runs the only
mortuary in the city.
Even with 80,000 interred at

Weekly file photo

A business that never rests

Headstones are laid out in neat rows in section C along Main Drive
at Alta Mesa Memorial Park, which was founded in 1904.
Alta Mesa, 21 acres, many planted in apricot trees, are still undeveloped. Talbot doesn’t think it
will be full for 200 years — “way
past my lifetime,” she said. Q
— Carol Blitzer

Alta Mesa Memorial Park,
695 Arastradero Road, Palo Alto,
650-493-1041, altamesacemetery.
com
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GROCERY

Piazza’s Fine Foods
lot has changed since John
Piazza Sr. opened what was
then called Park Merced
Supermarket with his three sons
— John Jr., Gary and Rick — in
1987 in the Charleston Shopping
Center.
First was the name, according to
Rick Piazza.
“Our customers didn’t relate, so
we changed it to the family name,”
he said.
Piazza’s dad came from Sicily
at age 12 in 1933, opened a small
store in San Francisco by 1946
and then worked for years for the
Brentwood markets. Ultimately,
he opened a market in 1979 with
Rick’s older brothers in the Park
Merced neighborhood of San
Francisco, hence the Park Merced
name that they brought to their
Palo Alto store.
But much more than the name
has evolved over the decades.
Today’s customers are mostly
millennials with more spending
power, Piazza said — that means
a greater emphasis on “organic,
non-GMO (genetically modified
organism), dairy-free, wheat-free,
no preservatives.”
Piazza’s added an online

A

shopping option with home delivery in 2017, responding to competition from bigger chain stores.
Business has increased “even more
the last six months,” Piazza said.
Customers pay the same prices
as in the store with no delivery
charge.
“We are constantly re-inventing ourselves,” he said. “If you’re
not growing, you’re dying in this
business.”
“We have to keep up with trends
in the marketplace, and possibly
carry more ethnic foods, or more
vegetarian options,” he said, noting, “Meatless and plant-based
burger items are now a big category, and organic is always growing.”
Today’s market offers more premade foods, such as marinated
meats that can be picked up and
tossed on the barbecue. And the
store is developing relationships
with smaller wineries and local
breweries, Piazza said. Recently,
a new executive chef and kitchen
manager were hired, with plans to
expand food service options.
Each of the three brothers has
his areas of responsibility: John
Jr. oversees meat, floral, Starbucks
and any remodeling projects; Gary
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Magali Gauthier

Family-owned market for three generations

A Piazza’s Fine Foods customer examines the meat selection at the south Palo Alto market in this 2013 photo.
runs the food service, cheese, deli
and the off-site kitchen; Rick manages the store directors and does “a
little bit of everything.”
“We are very lucky we all get
along well. It’s family and friends
first, business second,” said Piazza, whose family opened a second
store in San Mateo in 1997.
The brothers grew up in the
grocery business, as have many of
their employees. Some are retired
now; others continue to work parttime as they age.
“We struggle with getting employees. It’s tough to get local kids
to work. Grocery stores are all
fighting for employees,” Piazza
said, noting that with so many hightech jobs locally — and high-tech
salaries — it’s hard to compete.

Piazza sees the store’s biggest
challenge as finding good people
who are good with customers.
Although they do not own the
property, the Piazzas were able to
enlarge the store by taking over
the space next door in 2013. This
enabled them to keep up with local competition by expanding the
meat, wine, beer, liquor and dairy
areas, as well as vegan and vegetarian items.
“It would have been difficult
to compete since Whole Foods,
Sprouts and Safeway opened in the
last few years. We really needed
the space,” Piazza said.
Piazza, who graduated from
Gunn High School, still sees old
classmates come into the store. All
three brothers have worked at the

market since they were teenagers,
and Rick’s children could be seen
there as young as 12, helping to
carry turkeys or push carts to customers’ cars. His oldest son, James,
who’s worked in the store since age
10, is now part of the management
team.
With crews on site from 2 a.m.
until 10:30 at night receiving merchandise, stocking the shelves and
serving customers, Piazza said,
“It’s not easy. This business never sleeps. We’re open 364 days a
year.” Q
— Carol Blitzer
Piazza’s
Fine
Foods,
Charleston Shopping Center,
3922 Middlefield Road, Palo Alto,
650-494-1629, piazzaslovesfood.
com/

40th Anniversary
HOSPITALITY

Cardinal Hotel

tep into the lobby of the
Cardinal Hotel in downtown Palo Alto and you’ll
feel like you’ve entered a time
warp.
The high-ceilinged lobby is rife
with original touches (designed
by Birge Clark and William H.
Weeks): an immense skylight, gilt
columns, a patterned ceramic-tile
floor, Oriental rugs, Batchelder
tile surrounding the fireplace,
wrought-iron torchieres — even
the original switchboard where
Bjarne Dahl used to tend the
telephones.
Built in 1924 and owned by the
Dahl family since the 1940s, the
Cardinal has gone through several phases over 95 years, including
a somewhat seedy era when it was
partly a residential hotel.
Today about 60% of the Cardinal’s guests are related to Stanford University, whether they’re
coming for admit weekend,
graduation, a reunion or a small
conference, according to General
Manager Stephanie Wansek.
For some of those occasions,
rooms book up nearly a year in
advance.
Back in the day, a room could
be reserved for as little as $4 a

S

night. Today there are 29 rooms
with shared bathrooms down
the hall, as well as 35 rooms
with en suite bathrooms. The
shared rooms go for $159/night
on weekdays; a queen room with
a private bath costs up to $399.
(This includes breakfast at Bistro
Maxine, just around the corner.)
Rooms are close to half price on
weekends.
The lobby may be vintage, but
to keep up with the competition,
the 64 rooms underwent a major
renovation in 2006 and 2007,
with new plumbing and electrical, and another renovation in
2013 and 2014 when all rooms
got a new look, she said.
Today’s rooms sport high-speed
Wi-Fi, large-screen TVs and fresh
coffee. There’s no parking on site,
which at one time was a problem
for the hotel.
“Uber has been a dream,”
Wansek said. Between the nearby Caltrain station, ride services
and proximity to Stanford, guests
often don’t feel the need to have a
car, she said.
In her 22 years managing the
Cardinal, Wansek has seen how
the hotel has weathered economic ups and downs. With the

Magali Gauthier

Vintage, boutique hotel serves Stanford and more

Stephanie Wansek, the general manager of the Cardinal Hotel in downtown Palo Alto, walks around the
century-old lobby on Oct. 3.
2008-2009 downturn, Wansek
did very proactive outreach,
Googling Stanford events, connecting to conference organizers
and offering competitive rates.
On the up side, “there were
three or four years when we could
have charged anything. We did
not. ... We are mindful of wanting to retain business,” she said.
Another struggle has involved
tax increases: Wansek and other
local hoteliers banded together
last year to try to defeat Measure
E, which proposed a hotel-tax

hike from 14% to 15.5%. The
group argued that the rate, the
highest in the state, would harm
Palo Alto hotels, which had already seen a tax-rate increase in
2014 and with it, they said, a rise
in vacancies. (In the end, voters
approved Measure E.)
Future challenges are less from
other hotels and more from a
growing Airbnb presence in Palo
Alto. The Cardinal no longer consistently sells out for graduation,
though it does for homecoming.
A growing market is for

weddings, since younger folks
don’t mind staying in shared-bathroom accommodations, she said.
“(People) can plan less for
guests because of the location,”
Wansek said, pointing to all of
the nearby restaurants and bars
and the Stanford campus.
Planned changes include refreshing the façade and adding
air conditioning in 2020. Q
— Carol Blitzer
Cardinal Hotel, 235 Hamilton
Ave., Palo Alto, 650-776-7101,
Cardinalhotel.com

ESTABLISHED 1918
Menlo Park,
1918

Wine & Dine in one of Palo Alto’s most historic and beautiful restaurants

Palo Alto,
2018

Monday - Friday 4:30-7pm
Sunday Night 5-8pm
Reservations Suggested

27 University Avenue
Palo Alto

(650) 321-9990

Full menu available at
MacArthurParkPaloAlto.com
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Books Inc.
Alpine Inn
Shreve & Co.

40 years and counting

1900s

A salute to Palo Alto’s oldest businesses

Mills Florist
Alta Mesa Cemetery

1903
1904

Stanford Electric Works 1914
Peninsula Creamery
Cardinal Hotel
Cardinal Barbershop
Stanford Theatre
West Coast Glass
The Barn Wood Shop

1930s

Earthwise welcomes

Cardinal Bicycle Shop
Menlo Park Funerals
Palo Alto Bicycles
Palo Alto Medical
Foundation
Bill Young’s Automotive
Economy Cleaners
Vance Brown
Palo Alto Dental Group

Magali Gauthier

AMENDOLA/
DUNN/
GREENLIEF

TWO-FOR-ONE

$20

Mitchell Park Community Center
Palo Alto
For more information: (650) 305-0701
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1930
1932
1932
1932
1934

Vance Brown, founded in 1932

1940s

Friday, October 11, 2019
8 pm

1930
1930
1930

Dinah’s Garden Hotel
1956
Stanford Shopping Center 1956
Winter Lodge
1956
Gallery House
1957
Round Table Pizza
1959
St. Michael’s Alley
1959
Say Ray Foreign
Auto Service
1959
Village Cheese House
1959

European Cobblery
Mac’s Smoke Shop
See’s Candies
Michaela’s Flower Shop

1935
1936
1940
1940
1940
1945

Crowne Plaza
Cabana Hotel
1962
Menlo Park Inn
1962
East West Bookshop
1963
Mid-Peninsula Animal
Hospital
1963
Glass Slipper Inn
1964
Old Pro
1964
Danish Concepts
1968
Menlo Atherton Auto
Repair
1968
Treasure Island Stamps &

1968
1969
1969

1970s

Maximart Pharmacy
1970
Akins Body Shop
1971
Franz Termite Control
1971
Country Sun Natural
Foods
1973
Great American Framing
Company
1974
Hobee’s Restaurants
1974
Special Handling Pottery 1974
Sundance the Steakhouse 1974
Wellings & Co.
1974
Antonio’s Nut House
1975
Shady Lane
1975
The Fish Market
1976
LaBelle Day Spas &
Salons
1976
Dave Tanner Inc.
1977
Arnoldi Jewelers
1978
Fuki Sushi Restaurant
1978
One-to-One Tutoring
Service
1979
Language Pacifica
1979
Kurz Roofing/J.Kurz
Construction
1979

Gallery House, founded in 1957

1960s

Bell’s Books
President Barber Shop

Jazz Improv Trio
TONIGHT!

1923
1924
1925
1925
1928
1929

Old Pro, founded in 1964
Coins
Aquarius Theater
Gryphon Stringed
Instruments

Edwards Luggage
1952
Ludwig & Fawcett, Inc. 1952
Ernie’s Wines and Liquors
1953
Town & Country Village 1953
Travelodge Palo Alto
1954
Alhouse King Realty, Inc. 1955
Campus Barber Shop
1955
Peninsula Optical
1955
Wilbur Properties
1955
Country Inn Motel
1956

1910s

1920s

Mac’s Smoke Shop, founded in
1940
Calfornia Paint Company 1946
University Art
1947
Hengehold Motor Co.
1948
Kirk’s Steakburgers
1948
Crippen & Flynn Woodside
Chapel
1949

1950s

Stanford Electric Works,
founded in 1914

Courtesy Gallery House

S

the list below, the Palo Alto
Weekly, which launched in
1979, salutes fellow enterprises
that are as old or older in the
Palo Alto area. Some started
in the city but moved out, like
Stanford Electric Works and
Shady Lane, while others moved
within the city. While every attempt was made to find small
businesses that fit into this category, the list is evolving. We
welcome you to add your business to our roster by emailing us
at editor@paweekly.com.
Also, for a list of the nonprofit
organizations and governmental agencies that are 40 years
or older, go to PaloAltoOnline.
Atavist.com.

Sammy Dallal

by Emily Pollard and Palo Alto Weekly staff
o often when people
reminisce about Palo
Alto, they recall the local
small businesses that they used
to frequent.
As much as neighborhoods,
schools, city services and nonprofit organizations do, retailers
make up the fabric of a community. Mention an old business,
and it evokes a certain era:
Liddicoat’s, Palo Alto Co-op,
Rapp’s Shoes, the Good Earth,
Bergmann’s Department Store,
Duca and Hanley, Uncle Otto’s,
Del Alpes Restaurant, Palo Alto
Bowl.
Those businesses are all gone,
but many others have not only
survived but thrive today. With

1851
1852
1852

Sammy Dallal

1800s

Courtesy Great American Framing

BUSINESS

Magali Gauthier

40th Anniversary

Great American Framing
Company, founded in 1974

VIEW MORE ONLINE

PaloAltoOnline.com

Historic and current photos of some
of the Palo Alto businesses that are
40 years or older can be seen in a
slideshow at PaloAltoOnline.Atavist.
com.

PUBLIC MEETING
FORMER NAVAL AIR STATION MOFFETT FIELD
MOUNTAIN VIEW, CALIFORNIA
RESTORATION ADVISORY BOARD
Mountain View, California

Thursday, October 17, 2019 • 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.
Mountain View Community Center, Redwood Room
201 S. Rengstorff Ave • Mountain View, California 94041
The Department of Navy (DON) invites interested members of the public to attend updates and presentations with members of
the Restoration Advisory Board (RAB) made up of representatives from the local community, Navy, Federal and State regulatory
agencies. The DON encourages the public to keep informed about the Navy environmental cleanup at the Former Naval Air Station
Moffett Field (NAS Moffett) in Mountain View, California.
The RAB meeting agenda is available on the Navy Base Realignment and Closure Program Management Office website at:
http://www.bracpmo.navy.mil/brac_bases/california/former_nas_moffett_field.html.
Ask Questions and Voice Your Concerns. You Can Make a Difference!
FOR MORE INFORMATION, CONTACT:
Mr. Christopher Yantos, BRAC Environmental Coordinator at (619) 524-6023 or christopher.yantos@navy.mil

HERE’S LOOKING TO THE FUTURE....

BRACCI

)OHJHOV
Interior Design & Distinctive Furnishings

Menlo Park 870 Santa Cruz Ave.
650.326.9661
www.flegels.com
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More homes are vacant or rented in Palo Alto now
Percentage renter
occupied

Percentage owner
occupied

2.9%

1.9%

3.2%

6.1%

8.8%

43.4%

42.2%

41.4%

41.6%

43.0%

53.7%

55.9%

55.4%

52.3%

48.2%

100%
80%

Percentage
vacant

60%
40%

27%

0
Courtesy Dianna Richardson

Price of ‘paradise’
(continued from page 10)

resident David Liu to observe ruefully about social media, “Honestly, it doesn’t make my life any
better.”
David Shen, who lives on
Churchill Avenue, has made a decision not to post on Facebook, saying that the things people choose
to post there create false impressions — both about their lives and
for friends, who then think they actually know what’s going on with
the person. Both consequences, he
said, can be harmful.
Residents speak more favorably
of video conferencing, whether
through Skype, FaceTime or another website or app — though
again, it’s often used as Plan B.
George Richardson recalled a
colleague’s recent attendance at
a meeting via video because he
couldn’t get to the location due
to traffic. Parents who raised
children here use video calls to
keep in touch with their kids, who
couldn’t afford to live in the city
even if they wanted to.

The new Palo Altans

hile the tech industry
has gradually been reengineering the lifestyles of Palo Altans, it has also

W

influenced something much more
fundamental: the types of people
moving in, drawn by work in the
Valley or graduate study at Stanford University.
Longtime neighbors on the 300
block of Poe Street, which has
seen a turnover of half of the residences since 2010, say that more
of the newcomers are in tech than
the people they replaced.
“Palo Alto in general used to be
funkier,” said Palmer Pinney, 84,
a tech editor who is married to a
poet and dancer.
Far more people in Palo Alto
now were born outside of the
United States — some 35.8%,
compared with 18% in 1990, the
first year the question was asked
on the U.S. Census. Those Palo
Altans who are foreign-born
generally earn a higher median
annual income than their U.S.
born neighbors, according to the
American Community Survey,
though that statistic may be affected by age. With a median age
of 45 years, more foreign-born
Palo Altans may be in the workforce than city residents who were
born outside of California, whose
median age is 54, or those born in
the state, whose median age is 20.
Regardless of the earning differential, the city’s newfound
cultural diversity has pleased
the Richardsons, who recall the
neighbors they’ve had who were

After two decades of growth,
households with kids are on the decline
Palo Alto households

Homes with kids under 18

30K
25K

23,102

24,700

25,216

26,493

26,518

Foreign-born residents

80K

31%

26.6%

35.8%
66,655

64,403
58,598

55,900

50K

2010

2018

city’s ever-escalating affluence.
“I worry about it losing its character as a place that welcomes and
honors folks from all stripes,”
George said, recalling the rich
friendships his kids made at
school with students from different socioeconomic backgrounds.
“People of lower economic
means ... bring their own richness
into the community and their
own flavor into the community.
... Things like that, I see those in
transition,” he said. “I get it — I
know it’s driven economically.
But I think it’s a loss.”
If all of these changes have left
some people feeling like the city
might be struggling to hold onto
its soul, residents interviewed by
the Weekly say they still hold dear
the same relationships and activities that have been meaningful
throughout the generations: family and friends, spiritual communities and hobbyist groups, civic
and charitable organizations for
which they volunteer.
Just like George Richardson,
who said that within weeks of moving to California he “fell in love”
with Palo Alto, so too has Greer
Road’s David Liu, who recently
bought his home after renting elsewhere in the city for two years.
“Many consider it the best city
in the Bay Area!” the Google
engineer enthusiastically told
the Weekly. Settling into their
neighborhood, Liu, his wife and
children spend their time these
days playing in the local park and
hanging out with neighbors at
block parties.
Do he and his family plan to
stay in Palo Alto?
“Yes, forever,” he said. “Love
this place.” Q
Weekly Editor Jocelyn Dong
can be emailed at jdong@
paweekly.com.

40K
6,861

8,359

8,200

6,291

5,526

27%

22%

27%

31.5%

31%

1980

1990

2000

2010

2018

30K
20K

5K
0

no longer feel connected to those
who live on their block, the Richardsons’ Kenneth Drive has seen
a resurgence in neighborliness —
and youthfulness. When they first
moved in and had children, they
were among the neighborhood’s
few families.
“We’ve never had a lot of kids
on the street,” Dianna said. “But
recently ... I’ve seen the complete
change in how many more kids
are around. ... We usually get like
125 people or so (at the Fourth of
July party) and there are just all
these little kids.”
“It’s the cycle of the neighborhood. And it’s cycling back now,”
George said, referring to the transition of a neighborhood from one
generation of homeowners to the
next. “If you walk around now,
you’ll see kids in strollers, and on
bikes and all of that.”
One factor that has changed dramatically in the city since 1980,
and even since 2010, is the number
of vacant housing units, which at
8.8% in 2018 is three times what
is was in 1980. These so-called
“ghost homes” are purchased as
investments — recently largely
by overseas buyers. (Their deleterious effects on neighborhoods
have been the subject of reporting
by the Weekly in the past.)
As much as the Richardsons are
happy with the new life in their
Joseph Eichler-developed neighborhood, they share the concerns
of many Palo Altans over the

Total city population

18%

2000

Left: Kenneth Drive has seen a resurgence of neighborliness — and children
— as seen at the annual Fourth of July Parade organized by resident Dianna
Richardson and funded in part by the city of Palo Alto. About the cover:
Photographs of Tom McCalmont, the Richardsons, Angela Fan and her son,
Andrew, Cynthia Typaldos and Helen Tombropoulos by Sammy Dallal.

Palo Alto has seen growth in foreign-born population

60K

15K
10K

1990

Sources: U.S. Census, 2018 American Community Survey

Chinese, East Indian, British, Hispanic, Japanese, Norwegian and
Vietnamese.
“It’s actually been delightful, I
think, to see the change and the
diversity,” George said, recalling
a Diwali celebration hosted by an
Indian family on the block.
Not only have the Richardsons
shared in others’ cultures, they have
been able to tell their neighbors
about U.S. history. At one of the
neighborhood’s Fourth of July parties, which Dianna has organized
for the past 15 years, some Asian
neighbors asked why she had made
a Conestoga wagon for the parade.
“I suddenly realized, there’s
a lot of people here who don’t
know how the West was settled,”
George said. “That’s a real classic
difference (from prior neighbors).
We have to explain.”
Two former Palo Alto mayors,
Yiaway Yeh and Greg Scharff,
recognized the growing divide
between longtime residents and
new arrivals, especially the city’s
growing Asian population, and
launched in 2013 the Know Your
Neighbors program, which gives
grants of up to $1,000 for neighborhood-building activities. Dianna has received the grant for the
past five years, which has paid for
table rentals, tents for shade and
entertainment for the kids.
“It’s a wonderful thing that the
city does,” George said.
While there are neighborhoods
in the city where residents say they

70K

20K

1980

31.5%

Sources: U.S. Census, 2018 American Community Survey
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15,573

23,871

19,944

10,118
27%

1990

22%

27%

2000

31.5%
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TALK ABOUT IT

PaloAltoOnline.com
31%

2018

Sources: U.S. Census, 2018 American Community Survey

What are the upsides and downsides
of living in Palo Alto? Share your
views with other residents on Town
Square, the community discussion
forum at PaloAltoOnline.com/square.

Graphs by Rosanna Kuruppu

20%
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A pleasant throwback
The 3000 block of Greer Road

hen Ed and Gretchen
Hillard moved out of
their Eichler home on
the 3000 block of Greer Road to
live on their 5-acre homestead
in Oregon in 2005, they were
certain that the Palo Alto neighborhood where they had raised
their three sons was destined to
become wealthier, older and less
diverse.
We were wrong, the Hillards
said last week.
The south Palo Alto neighborhood is more diverse and has
more young families than when
they first settled in the area in
1983, said the retired couple, who
moved back into their Eichler
on Greer in 2011 to be closer to
their family, which now includes
grandchildren.
“None of what we thought
would happen ... happened,”
Ed said. The block is still lined
with Eichlers on one side of the
street and other post-World War
II homes on the other. And while
there have been a few modest
upgrades, there are no “McMansions,” he added.
“It was a nice surprise,” said
Gretchen, who didn’t visit their
rented-out Eichler much while
they were in Oregon.
Since coming back, the Hillards

have taken part in the street’s first
block party — ever. Over the
past year, the gatherings have become a quarterly event that have
brought homeowners, renters and
both young and old together.
“I think this is a sign that a different kind of people, people who
want to be involved with one another, are living here. It makes me
feel good,” Gretchen said.
Ed said he couldn’t be more
pleased.
For years, he had been concerned that escalating housing
costs were eroding the suburban,
family-oriented culture that first
attracted him to Palo Alto.
“The high cost of housing here
is making it a narrower, less diverse community of wealthy,
older people. It’s getting a clublike atmosphere,” Ed said during
a 1989 interview for the Weekly’s
10th anniversary edition. At the
time, Ed said he was contemplating whether to move somewhere
“where there wasn’t such an emphasis on money.”
While housing prices are still
high today, driven by the prosperity that Silicon Valley has fueled,
Ed said, ‘We’re pretty upbeat
about (the neighborhood) now.”
“There’s always loads of kids
on bikes riding on the street,” he

Parents David Liu and Angela Fan, with kids Zoe and Andrew, enjoy a walk along Greer Road in Palo
Alto, to which they recently moved.
said of the 15-house block. “It’s a
pleasant change socially.”
Ed said he still can’t imagine
how young families can come in
and afford $2.5 to $3 million for
a house on a block originally built
for working-class residents.
When Ed and his wife moved
to Palo Alto more than three decades ago after he took a job with
Hewlett-Packard Co., they could
barely afford the $185,000 price
tag on their Eichler. They had to
employ “very creative financing”
to swing it, and Gretchen’s father
had to co-sign the note, he told the
Weekly in 1989. “We hung on a

thread for a year.”
Just down the street, David Liu
is among the newest generation in
the neighborhood learning what
it’s like to “hang on a thread.”
The 32-year-old Google engineer purchased a home on Greer
with his wife and two young children six months ago after living
on a nearby block for the past two
years.

‘What I like is that it
is so diverse in terms
of race, people,
everything. Everyone
is kind and respectful.’
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by Linda Taaffe
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—Eyal Firstenberg,
resident, Greer Road

Liu said he hasn’t done the exact math, but easily half of his
paycheck goes toward the house.
“We drive cheap cars and don’t
live extravagantly,” said Liu, who
has rented in various parts of the
city over the past eight years.
Schools played a big part in the
couple’s decision to buy a home
on Greer.
“We wanted to be in an area
where our kids could go to Paly
rather than Gunn when they got
older,” he said. “We ended up in
the neighborhood because we
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couldn’t afford anything anywhere else, but after moving in,
we fell in love with the neighborhood. This is the first time we’ve
thought we would stay anywhere
for life.”
It’s close to Seale Park, the
neighbors are friendly and his
Google office is just a short skateboard ride away, Liu said.
“We’re only five houses away
from where we used to live, but
this end of the street is a world of
difference. ... It has a totally different community feel,” he added.
From the start, everyone has
been welcoming, he said. The
former owner of their home organized a neighborhood block party
for them when they moved in.
“I’ve never had that anywhere
else. It really kind of shocked me,”
Liu said. “I knew almost all of my
neighbors off the bat. Now, I walk
by them and know who they are
and talk to them.”
Liu said his life revolves around
his children: The family enjoys
going to Seale Park almost every day and spending time in the
community. They had spent the
previous weekend at a community harvest festival and planned
to crash a block party in another neighborhood the following
weekend, he said.
“It’s completely different

Former engineer Cynthia Typaldos sits with her dog, Bunny, outside
their home on the 3000 block of Greer Road, where she knows
almost everyone.
www.PaloAltoOnline.com • Palo Alto Weekly • October 11, 2019 • Page 29
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Greer Road
(continued from page 29)

owning a home than renting,”
Liu said. “Before, we knew we
wouldn’t be anywhere longterm
so we approached the community somewhat differently. ... We
weren’t as invested.”

A yard to bring people
together

C

Sammy Dallal

ynthia Typaldos, who
has rented a home on the
other side of the street
from the Lius for nearly a decade,
said the neighborhood wasn’t always as closeknit.
It took a tragedy to bring the
community together, Typaldos
said. After an aging neighbor fell
in her yard on Christmas Day and
died from her injuries, neighbors
realized that they had never taken
the time to get to know each other.
Another resident decided she
wanted to change that and organized a block party.
That initial outreach has snowballed: Over the past two years,
the block party has evolved into
a quarterly potluck at Seale Park.
Typaldos said she now knows
almost everyone on the block.
“Typically when I walk outside, I end up talking to someone
I know. There’s a lot of walkers
in this neighborhood,” said Typaldos, who is often outside enjoying
the native garden she has cultivated in the front yard.
The yard is one of the main
reasons she settled in the neighborhood after moving back to
the Bay Area from the Midwest,
said Typaldos, a former engineer
at Sun Microsystems and now
founder of AdoptMeApp.
She removed all of the yard’s
ivy and transformed the space
into a garden showplace that
since 2017 has been included in
the annual Going Native Garden
Tour organized by the California
Native Plant Society Santa Clara
Valley Chapter and the UCCE
Master Gardener Program of
Santa Clara County.
David Liu said Typaldos’ yard
was something of an icebreaker
when he moved in. His 3-year-old
son, Andrew, was immediately
attracted to the garden and so
the family would visit it at least
once a day. Liu said on one particular day, Andrew became very
concerned when one of the bird
figurines in the yard broke. The
next time they visited, Typaldos
had gotten 11 more figurines and
placed them in the yard for Andrew to play with.
Eyal Firstenberg, his wife, three
children and dog are the newest
family on the block. Firstenberg
said he chose the neighborhood
sight unseen before moving out
from Israel to work at a tech company in Santa Clara in August.
Firstenberg said his company’s
relocation consultants had suggested that his family settle in Sunnyvale where the rents are lower and
there are many Israeli transplants.
“Where we are in life, we opted to go where there was better

A cyclist
rides
along
Greer
Road in
south Palo
Alto in
September.
education offered for our kids,”
he said.
Firstenberg said he was surprised by the number of young
families living in the neighborhood and the diverse mix of people in Palo Alto.
“What I like is that it is so diverse in terms of race, people,

everything,” he said. “Everyone
is kind and respectful. I like the
fact that it’s so international with
all different cultures.”
But Firstenberg said he’s
shocked by the high cost of living here.
“I feel like $200,000 is lower class in Palo Alto,” said

Firstenberg, who pays four times
as much rent for his Palo Alto
home than he collects in rent from
his home in Israel.
“I think the only way to afford
it here is if one person is working
in the tech industry,” he said.
Firstenberg said it’s also a bit
difficult to meet neighbors here.

“You kind of have to force it
if you want it,” said Firstenberg,
who recently met some of his
neighbors in late August when
a Canada goose caused a power
outage, which brought people out
into the street.
“Everyone is friendly, but everyone is busy,” including himself, he
said. “I have to go to work, then I
come home and take care of my
kids. I don’t have any free time
between anything. Day after day,
I do the same thing all the time.”
Ed Hillard said that with so
many residents busy working in
the tech industry, Palo Alto has
become what he considers “a
company town.”
Gretchen quickly reminded him
that he, too, once worked in the
tech industry. But Ed said that the
ethos of HP was different from
that of today’s tech firms.
“I hope (this generation) becomes as involved in the community as HP did,” he said. Q
Associate Editor Linda Taaffe
can be emailed at ltaaffe@
paweekly.com.

Care.Cure.Prevent.
Announcing the fall Brain Health Speaker Series,
brought to you by Kensington Place at Redwood City
— featuring a special performance by Voices of Kensington, our resident singing group —
Kensington Place is a memory care residence that exclusively serves individuals with memory loss and their families.
Our team has built strong relationships with progressive industry leaders who are making a difference in the lives of people
living with dementia and who are searching for a cure. Please join us as they share their knowledge and messages of hope.
RSVP to info@kensingtonplaceredwoodcity.com or call (650) 363-9200.

Thurs,
rs Oct 17
17, 2019 • 5:30-6:30p
5:30-6:30pm

Thurs,
s Nov 14
14, 2019 • 5:30-6:30p
5:30-6:30pm

at Rosener House in Menlo Park
Dr. Sharon Sha presents on research towards a
CURE for Alzheimer’s and other dementias

Bloomingdales at Stanford Shopping Center
Dr. Frank Longo presents on how to
PREVENT dementia

(650) 363-9200 | 2800 El Camino Real | Redwood City, CA 94061 | www.KensingtonPlaceRedwoodCity.com
Devoted Exclusively to Residents with Memory Loss

Partnering with
and supporting:

Neurology
& Neurological Sciences

Partnering
sponsor:

RCFE License
415600964

Total Care Services
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1820 Bryant Street, Palo Alto
Modern Style in Old Palo Alto

Updated Craftsman style blends with the best of modern amenities in this beautiful 3,487 sq. ft. home (per county), on a 7,345 sq.
ft. lot (per city parcel map) in one of the Peninsula’s most desirable neighborhoods, Old Palo Alto. Natural light pours into this
spacious 5-bedroom, 4.5-bath, three-level home, which is well-equipped to meet a variety of lifestyle needs. High ceilings give the
interiors a light, airy ambiance, and designer touches create a luxurious feel. Comfortable gathering spaces abound, including the
85B5:3>;;9C5@45@?/1:@1><51/1ŋ>1<8-/1 -:0-9.5@5;A?/412?C588ŋ:05:?<5>-@5;:5:@41?A<1>.75@/41: !: @41 3;4;A?14;80?
C588.1:1ŋ@2>;9@414;91;ő/1-:0ŋ@:1??>;;9 C4581ŋ:05:3<1-/12A8>1?<5@15:@414;91p?@4>11.10>;;9?A5@1? 5:/8A05:3
@41>;9-:@5/9-?@1>C->910.E-ŋ>1<8-/1-885@?;C: "8A? @45?4;915?6A?@9;91:@?@;@411D/5@191:@;20;C:@;C:"-8;8@; 
-:0;Ŋ1>?-//1??@;-//8-5910"-8;8@;?/4;;8?I.AE1>@;B1>52E18535.585@EJ 
For video tour & more photos, please visit:

www.1820Bryant.com
XXXXXXXXX
Offered
$5,788,000
Offered
at at
$XXXXXXXXX

OPEN HOUSE

Saturday & Sunday
1:00 pm - 5:00 pm

Jazz, Lattes,
& Gourmet Snacks

Listed by Michael Repka of the DeLeon Team, the #1 Team in Palo Alto.*
*%1->/4>5@1>5--?/;9<5810.E>;71>1@>5/?gA?5:3%-@- -:A->EU VTU\ 1/19.1>WU VTU\ "-8;8@; 88$1?501:@5-8">;<1>@51?

5/4-18$1<7- -:-35:3>;71> $TU\YX\\TP 中文諮詢請聯繫Audrey Sun 電話: ZYT [\Y Y\VV$TU]WWV[X
ZYT ]TT [TTTP95/4-180181;:>1-8@E /;9PCCC 0181;:>1-8@E /;9P11;:$1-8@E :/ P$TU]TWVVX
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Peninsula Volunteers, Inc.
Enriching the lives of those who built our communities
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A retreat from
Silicon Valley

The 3900/4000 block of El Cerrito Road
hen Barbara Stark
moved from Belmont
to El Cerrito Road in
1957, Palo Alto felt like “country.”
Her husband built their house,
which combined with the lot cost
$20,000. Stark’s children would
watch dairy cows give birth to
calves at the nearby Piers Ranch.
She knew all her neighbors, many
of whom had children. She said
at one point, 45 children under
the age of 18 lived on El Cerrito
Road. Kids were constantly outside playing in the neighborhood;
the “only thing that would would
send them home,” said Stark, 90,
“would be hunger.” Residents got
together for annual Fourth of July
and Christmas parties (which still
happen today).
Six decades later, the cul-desac behind Gunn High School is
still quiet, secluded and tight-knit,
but it hasn’t been isolated from
the forces that have transformed
Palo Alto. A five-bedroom house
down the street from Stark is for
sale for $5 million. Large twostory homes have replaced more
modest single-family houses. As
firefighters, teachers and police
officers moved out, tech executives and their families moved in.
Children play outside less. One
neighbor’s basketball hoop, maintained for the sake of local kids,
sits unused.
“We know all our neighbors.
It’s really nice,” said Tom McCalmont, who lives at the turnaround at one end of El Cerrito
Road. “But it’s now professionals.
It’s all Google and Facebook and
Apple (people). When we moved
here in 2004, it had just started
that transformation. We didn’t
really realize what Palo Alto had
become, and of course, then it accelerated over the last 15 years.”
McCalmont first came to Palo

W

Alto to attend graduate school at
Stanford University. He spent time
on El Cerrito Road as he became
close friends with Lois Prior, who
lived on the street at the time. He
described her as the “mayor of the
cul-de-sac.” She would organize
the annual Fourth of July block
party and the holiday event. The
neighborhood was more socioeconomically diverse at the time,
he said, and reminded him and
his now-wife, Darlene, of their
middle-class upbringings in Ohio.
After Prior’s husband died,
she planned to sell her El Cerrito
Road home. The McCalmonts decided to buy it and moved in from
San Jose in 2004.
“I just had such great memories
of Palo Alto and great memories
of this house,” said Tom, 65. “It’s
a very nice neighborhood. It’s
very quiet and peaceful here.”
Tom, an electrical engineer,
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by Elena Kadvany

Barbara Stark, 90, has been a resident for 61 years on El Cerrito Road in Palo Alto, where she raised
four children. It’s still the quiet cul-de-sac that her kids knew in childhood, she says.
then it was Apple and iPhones and
now it’s Facebook and Google.”
But there’s a dark side to that,
he said, particularly skyrocketing
housing prices that are making
it harder for young people to put

‘When we moved here in 2004 ... we didn’t
really realize what Palo Alto had become,
and of course, then it accelerated over the
last 15 years.’
—Tom McCalmont, resident, El Cerrito Road

bore witness to the early days of
Silicon Valley. He worked with a
microcomputer startup for eight
years and fell in love with the
ethos of the tech industry.
“I love the openness of it ... the
way we reinvent ourselves in Silicon Valley,” he said. “Everywhere
else you live in the country, they
protect their industries and they
don’t want to change. In Silicon
Valley, we’ve seen generation after generation (of change) — first
it was the PCs and semiconductors
and then it was the internet and

down roots in Palo Alto.
“Now young people very often think about leaving the area
as opposed to coming to the area
like I did when I came to graduate school,” he said. “I just miss
the days when there was more
opportunity.”
For Stark, Palo Alto feels fastpaced, packed with people and
cars.
“When I come up Los Robles
(Avenue) and drive into my culde-sac, it’s just like it was before.
But as soon as I drive out it seems

Tom
McCalmont,
a longtime
resident of
El Cerrito
Road, says
he enjoys
knowing
all of his
neighbors,
who these
days are
more likely
to work in
the tech
industry.
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like there’s a lot of people,” she
said. “The crowded conditions on
the highway — I feel like I have
to be on guard all the time when
I’m out there.”
But in many ways, El Cerrito
Road of 2019 has a similar feel to
when Stark first moved there.
The McCalmonts’ daughter
and two granddaughters live next
door to them. They take their
grandchildren to nearby parks;
they particularly love visiting the
donkeys who live in Bol Park.
One of Prior’s sons lives around
the corner; he and Tom often go
on bike rides together, including
a climate ride down the California coast. Residents can hear the
cheers from Gunn football games.
Most of the neighbors come to
the annual holiday celebrations
and talk when they see each other
on the street. They also communicate frequently via an email
group, letting neighbors know
when to expect noise or extra cars
from a party.
Residents say it’s an incredibly
safe neighborhood. The only recent crimes have included a theft
of items from an unlocked car and
a nanny who saw someone try unsuccessfully to break into a home
through a window, Darlene said.
Some El Cerrito Road residents
did, however, decline interview
requests for this story, citing concerns about privacy and safety in
their more secluded part of Palo
Alto.
“In today’s world, people are
just in general worried about privacy,” Tom said, noting that he
has his own concerns about the
proliferation of personal information online.
The McCalmonts are selective about how much technology
they adopt in their day-to-day
life. They eschew grocery delivery apps and Tom refuses to use
Facebook because of concerns
about how the company might
use his information. But they use
automation to control the lights in
their home, and they order items

from Amazon. Both their cars are
electric; they run an engineering
company that offers design services for solar, energy and electric
vehicle industries.
They’re also avid readers, supporters of local theater (they
have season tickets to Palo Alto
Players) and like to frequent Palo
Alto’s many restaurants.
Stark, by contrast, has a flip
phone that she rarely uses. Her
family knows to call her on the
landline. She recalled using a
party line shared by multiple
people when they first moved to
El Cerrito Road. At the time they
also had no microwave oven — an
appliance that hadn’t yet been invented — only one car and had
just bought their first television,
which she called a “big darn
deal.” Now, she has a computer,
which she uses for communication and informational searches
but not personal finances.
She finds joy and community in
HeartFit, a local cardiac therapy
exercise class; a book club; and
her church.
Despite the changes that have
come to El Cerrito Road and Palo
Alto more broadly, both Stark
and the McCalmonts plan to stay
in their homes for the long term.
When the McCalmonts remodeled their house in 2008, they purposefully kept it at one story “so
as we get older, we can stay here
as long as we want,” Tom said. Q
Staff Writer Elena Kadvany
can be emailed at ekadvany@
paweekly.com.

Video: ‘When I think
about Palo Alto...’

We asked Palo Alto residents to
reflect on their hometown and
share their thoughts — in 30
seconds or less. Their opinions
are compiled in a video that
can be viewed at Youtube.com/
paweekly/videos. We hope
you enjoy hearing what fellow
residents have to say!
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BEST OF

Thank you for

Voting Us Into the
Hall of Fame

Best Mediterranean Restaurant
Best Restaurant to Splurge

Serving the Palo Alto community since 1995.
We would like to thank all our customers for their years of patronage.
Congratulations to the Palo Alto Weekly on their 40th Anniversary!
The Warmth and Charm

of Greece in Silicon Valley

Page 36 • October 11, 2019 • Palo Alto Weekly • www.PaloAltoOnline.com

40th Anniversary
NEIGHBORHOODS

At the crossroads

‘It’s funny that it takes
a crisis for that to
happen, but in some
ways we are thankful
to the crisis for that
part of it — that we
do know all our
neighbors.’

The 100 block of Churchill Avenue

Sammy Dallal
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four blocks away.
On the south side of Churchill,
one home displays a “Stop Castilleja Expansion” lawn sign. Directly across the street, a homeowner shows support for the
school’s growth plan through another sign.
Helen Tombropoulos, a cheerful 89-year-old with a generous
garden that has seen better days, is
in the latter camp. She moved here
40 years ago so that her daughter
could attend Castilleja. More recently, she worked at Stanford as
program manager of the university’s undergraduate program in
mathematical and computational
science. She retired last year and
now looks forward to tackling one
of her passions: gardening.
“Everyone talked about my garden, which has been totally devastated by gophers. I had 65 rosebushes that were almost as tall as
that tree, but then the gophers attacked,” Tombropoulus explained
during a recent tour.
Over the past three decades,
her home has become a salon of
sorts for international students,
up to three of whom rent rooms
at any one time. Her tenants have
included scholars, musicians and
athletes from all over the world,
as evidenced by the collection of
pillows on her living room couch,
each pillow embroidered with an
international flag: India, Pakistan,
Korea, Taiwan, China.
“The Korean students started it
and the others followed it,” Tombropoulos said.
She happily recalled the many
visitors who have come through
her doors: the guy from Norway
who gave her a curry plant, the
two students who met at her house
and later got married; and Mahan
Esfahani, a harpsichordist and
graduate student at Stanford who
went on to world renown. During
his tenancy, Tombropoulos and
her friends were “like groupies at
his concerts,” she said. Last year,
she took a trip to see him perform
at Carnegie Hall.
Her proximity to Stanford has

Helen Tombropoulos, a longtime resident of the 100 block of
Churchill Avenue in Palo Alto, reminisces about her years in Palo
Alto on Sept. 30.

—David Shen,
resident, Churchill Avenue

David Shen, a resident of Churchill Avenue in Palo Alto, talks about
his neighborhood, where residents have banded together to fight a
possible taking of their properties as part of the construction of a
new railroad crossing.
brought professional and personal joy to Tombropoulos, who has
regularly biked and walked to the
campus over the past 20 years and
who still welcomes students to her
home for parties.
During this time, the city’s
downtown has become more
lively and crowded, she said. But
closer to home, she hasn’t seen
much change. Interactions between neighbors have remained
roughly the same, Tombropoulus
said, noting that they are generally friendly, though not overly
social. Most seem busy with jobs
and families. Though the recent
debate over the rail redesign and
potential loss of homes has forced
people to talk to one another, she
hasn’t visited too many other people on the block and they haven’t
visited her.

A crisis, a silver lining

or David Shen, who moved
to the 100 block of Churchill
about eight years ago, the
rail project — which aims to
separate the railroad tracks from
local streets at crossings — has
become both a thorny challenge
and a golden opportunity. Shen, a
Poughkeepsie, New York, native
with a tech background, said he
likes seeing the waves of children
biking down his block twice a
day. But he has significant concerns about the safety at the rail
corridor.
“It really bugs me when I look

F
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he 100 block of Churchill
Avenue may not be featured
on any tourist maps, but few
parts of Palo Alto better encapsulate the city’s most pressing
challenges — and opportunities
for change.
Located just east of Alma Street
and the railroad tracks, at the
edge of the Old Palo Alto neighborhood, the block is the perfect
showcase for every major mode
of transportation the city has to
offer.
Twice a day, hundreds of students ride their bicycles past the
the sizable single-family homes
to get to and from Palo Alto High
School, frustrating residents who
need to leave or enter their driveways. Some Alma Street drivers
turn on Churchill to reach Embarcadero Road, the major artery that
runs parallel to Churchill to the
west of Alma and merges with it
several blocks to the east.
And every now and then, conversations get interrupted by the
rumble of a train as it passes by,
sounding its horn and prompting
the crossing gates to go up and
down.
In some ways, the block is
typical Palo Alto: tree-lined sidewalks, immaculate lawns, eclectic
architecture styles and residents
who know how much the other
homes in the area have sold for.
In other ways it’s unique. The
block is ground zero for Palo
Alto’s raging debate over “grade
separations”: the redesign of the
railroad crossings that, under
some permutations, could threaten dozens of homes with eminent
domain.
Just a few blocks west, across
El Camino Real, is Stanford University, which is preparing for a
growth spurt that could significantly affect traffic in the area
and has also generated its share
of controversy.
Residents here also have a frontrow seat for another project that
has polarized the community: the
proposed expansion of Castilleja
School, an all-girls school located
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by Gennady Sheyner

down the street and see police
lights flashing down by the train
tracks because I know something
happened,” Shen said. “And it has
happened so many times.”
Recently, someone stopped his
car right at the tracks. The train
hit the car, though thankfully the
driver got out and no one was
hurt.
But while grade separation
would solve the problem of roads
intersecting with the rail line, it
could usher in another challenge.
Some of the alternatives that the
city has been considering call for
raising the tracks on a viaduct, a
design that could require the city
to seize properties on this block
of 16 homes through eminent
domain. Since 2017, Shen and
his neighbors have rallied to try
to prevent the city from pursuing such alternatives. A petition
launched to that effect received
459 signatures.
Shen, an affable 53-year-old
who now serves on the city’s
Expanded Community Advisory
Panel (which advises city officials on grade separation), said
the discussion brought the block’s
residents together, a key benefit
at a time when so many people
don’t take the time to meet their
neighbors.
The Churchill block in many
ways epitomizes the outsized influence that both Stanford University and Silicon Valley’s tech
continue to exert on Palo Alto,
for better and worse. Shen, who

Cars wait on Churchill Avenue as a northbound Caltrain passes
by in March. The rail crossing is the focus of a redesign effort, to
eliminate the intersection of the road and the tracks.

went to graduate school at Stanford and worked at Apple and
Yahoo, is bullish on technology,
particularly as it pertains to health
and fitness. He is currently transitioning from angel investing to
being a health-and-wellness coach
and one of his passions is helping
people understand their own motivations, which he says often stand
in the way of healthy eating and
exercising habits.
But Shen, a former triathloner
who now coaches swimming at
Burgess Pool in Menlo Park, is
hardly a utopian when it comes to
technology. The internet, he said,
makes people feel more comfortable socializing through the
screen. Most people don’t even
bother to answer their phones
anymore, thanks to the advent of
texting.
“People don’t know how to
have a conversation anymore. Not
even a ‘Hey. How are you doing?
What’s going on?’ Nothing. Literally, they don’t even want to talk
to you. Maybe there’s some retreat
to familiarity: ‘I got my friends. I
don’t need anymore.’”
Shen said he has always tried,
when seeing someone new, to say,
“How is it going?” These days,
this quality makes him feel like
an outlier.
Shen said social media also
convinces people that they don’t
need to call anyone anymore; everything they need to know about
their friends they learn from Facebook. He also noted that many
people see Facebook as “theater,”
where they only post their most
“perfect” images — a tendency
that can lead people to feel like
their lives are inferior. (Shen does
not post on Facebook.)
Shen lamented the passing of an
era where people welcomed new
neighbors with cookies or cake.
And while Palo Alto’s rail redesign effort, often called the “largest project in the city’s history,”
remains a subject of grave concern for residents of this block, it
also had one positive effect: forging bonds between neighbors, the
old-fashioned way.
“It’s funny that it takes a crisis
for that to happen, but in some
ways we are thankful to the crisis for that part of it — that we
do know all our neighbors,” Shen
said. Q
Staff Writer Gennady Sheyner
can be emailed at gsheyner@
paweekly.com.
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SPECTACULAR
MOVING SALE!

Big announcement for all of my customers!
I must move out. Another 57-condominium
building is being built at my location.

1495 West El Camino Real, Mountain View

650.938.7846

www.rugcenter.com
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I have one of the largest rug inventories in the Bay
(YLH^P[OV]LYVM[OLÄULZ[VULVMRPUK
OHUKRUV[[LKY\NZ-VY[OLWHZ[ 25 years, I have
been serving all of your rug needs, from washes and
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elegance.

Now is the prime time to purchase!
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®

DeLeon Realty

B U I LT I N S I L I C O N VA L L E Y · F O R S I L I C O N VA L L E Y

As the preeminent real estate team in Silicon Valley, the DeLeon

as the premiere real estate team in the area. We understand

Team serves the region’s most prestigious city: Palo Alto, home to

the needs of the community and why you need a real estate

world-class academics, technological innovation, and influential

company as unique as you are.

culture. We are thankful and honored to serve this wonderful city
If you’re thinking of buying or selling a home, please don’t

and its vibrant, thriving communities.

hesitate to reach out so we can show you what makes us the
As a locally owned and managed company based out of Palo

#1 team in Palo Alto.

Alto, we have disrupted the industry and maintained our position

T H E D E L E O N T E A M - T H E # 1 R E A L E S TAT E T E A M I N T H E N AT I O N *
M i c h a e l R e p k a | M a n a g i n g B r o k e r | D R E # 01854880
650.900.7000 | michael@deleonrealty.com | www.deleonrealty.com | DeLeon Realty, Inc. | DRE #01903224
*As ranked by REAL Trends 2019 Team Volume list. Published in the Wall Street Journal
in June 2019.
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Still a nice place to live,
but with fewer parties
300 block of Poe Street
by Sue Dremann

I

April Eiler, 77, a 42-year resident, and her husband, Palmer
Pinney, 84, raised their blended
family here. He moved into the
home when they married in 1979,
she said. He is a tech editor and
wrote high school textbooks; she
worked for the Stanford University Dean of Students in administration and is a retired dance
teacher and an active poet. Steve
Jobs was one of Eiler’s dance students when he was 19 or 20 years
old, she said.
Four decades of living in the
same home have given them a
long view of the changes to their
neighborhood and the city as a
whole. People talk less frequently
to each other; the most outgoing
residents, the ones who hosted
the parties, have become old and
moved away.
“Palo Alto in general used to
be funkier,” Pinney said. “The
people across the street used to
have chickens.”
San Francisquito Creek is
Eiler’s favorite thing in the
neighborhood.
“There are raccoons, foxes,
mallards, wood ducks, herons
and, supposedly on two occasions, a mountain lion using it
as a corridor and source of food.
And then there are the creek people: teenagers who smoke there,
alternative adults who sleep there
and a few brave souls who try
rafting when the water is high.
There are also free blackberries
if you don’t mind poison oak,”
she said.
Gazing out the living room
window into the bright sunshine,
she reflected on how the homes
have changed.
“One by one, they have torn
down the little houses and built
big houses,” she said.
The couple renovated their
own small home in 2001 and
built a two-story stucco house
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April Eiler and Palmer Pinney, longtime residents of Poe Street in
Palo Alto, say that their neighborhood is not as cohesive as it once
was, as new homeowners and renters have moved in.

Sally-Ann Rudd, a resident of Poe Street since 2014, often meets
friends in downtown Palo Alto, which is nearby.
with an arched entryway. The
home is large enough to accommodate their children and grandchildren when they come to visit
and for get-togethers with their
friends. The Waverley Writers
group, which originated in Palo
Alto, sometimes gathers at their
home for a potluck dinner in the
summer.
Both are still physically active.
Pinney bikes regularly, so living
near downtown is convenient, he
said. Eiler, who is “probably the
oldest hip-hop dancer I know,”
dances in all kinds of genres, including lyrical and tap. She took
up the latter at age 75. On weekday mornings, she joins a group
called The Morning Lineup,
which rents a room at the Menlo
Park Academy of Dance.
For a while there were neighborhood parties, but old-fashioned neighborhood get-togethers are now few. Busy, working
newcomers are not around much.
Eiler also has less incentive to
stroll around her neighborhood.
“The pets have died; the children have moved on. We all knew
the parents of children who knew
our children,” she said.
Technology now has a major
role in how they interact with
their neighbors and keep up with
the world. Eiler uses Nextdoor to
keep abreast of neighborhood goings on; Pinney uses Google to
do research.
“It would take 10, 20, 100
times longer if I had to go to the
library,” he said.
But despite voicing the same
complaints heard throughout
the city — too much traffic, too

many people and everything’s expensive — they want to remain.
“We have our house, friends
and things we belong to,” Eiler
said.

A quieter
neighborhood now

ne newer neighbor who
comes closest to being
like the old, outgoing
residents Eiler and Pinney recall
is Sally-Ann Rudd. She, her husband, Ronjon Nag, and their two
children, now teens, moved to
Poe Street in 2014. Before that,
they lived on Cowper Street
starting in 1996.
The couple, who emigrated
from England, took a little twobedroom house that was falling
down and built a two-story home.
They landscaped their front-yard
garden with colorful, flowering
plants. On a recent hot afternoon,
the family’s two cats lounged under the backyard patio table, taking refuge from the sun.
Nag and Rudd are both in their
50s and liberals. Nag, an inventor and tech entrepreneur, said
he identifies with academics and
people in tech. He’s curious and a
risk taker. Rudd, a former librarian and former Knight Ridder
information associate, has been
politically active and advocated
for slower city growth. A lover
of sewing, she is one class away
from getting a certificate in custom dressmaking from Cañada
College and is thinking about
starting a small business.
Rudd is also active in the community. She volunteers at Palo
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n a quiet corner of Downtown
North, Poe Street is a stone’s
throw from San Francisquito
Creek. Owls roost in the tangle
of nearby trees and nighttime
marauders — raccoons — paw
the banks seeking a late-night
snack.
Condominiums and older
single-family residences mingle
with showier remodels in a mix
of materials and styles: gingerbread, Craftsman and Gothic
stone. Neat yards and lush gardens are landscaped with native
plants, Japanese-garden-inspired
rock gardens and hydrangea-covered fences.
The 300 block of Poe Street,
like the creek, feels well-settled
in its place. But the area has
seen its share of changes. Many
residents are relative newcomers.
Nearly half of the homes on the
block were bought since 2013,
according to Santa Clara County
Assessor’s office. As older residents have left, there’s been a loss
of diversity among its denizens,
both in terms of professions and
income levels. A more homogenous group of tech workers and
executives have moved in, residents told the Weekly.
These days, face-to-face connections have largely been replaced by chats on social media,
a few of the neighbors observed.
Residents of Poe, which is within
walking distance of the University Avenue retail district, seem to
spend more time actively socializing downtown or with friends
outside of the neighborhood.
Those who connect most
strongly with neighbors are apt
to bond over the traffic and parking problems that have affected
the neighborhood, and there have
been periodic efforts in Downtown North to protect the neighborhood’s sense of calm and
safety.

Alto High School and with the
school’s theater boosters and
socializes with people in local
politics. She used to attend City
Council meetings about traffic
and parking, but she felt that the
council wasn’t very responsive,
she said.
Living near downtown provides a vibrant backdrop for her
frequent meetings. Her go-to
place is the coffee bar in Il Fornaio restaurant where the din
isn’t overwhelming, she said.
Downtown North’s open spaces are among her favorite things
in the neighborhood.
“I like the creek, which is like
a little slice of wild through our
urban environment, and Johnson
Park which was invaluable when
my kids were small. It was wonderful having a park almost on
the doorstep,” she said.
An outgoing person with a
hearty laugh, Rudd still knows
a good number of people in the
broader neighborhood, but fewer
than she did 20 years ago due to
people moving away. There used
to be a more active neighborhood
association, with parties in Johnson Park, where a couple hundred
people would attend, she said.
The neighborhood was once
home to people of varied professions, and Rudd and Nag said
they wish there was more career
diversity. There are multi-family
apartments in the neighborhood,
however, which add to the economic mix, and one-bedroom
condominiums among the fourto-six-bedroom homes.
Rudd said it’s unfortunate
that the high cost of housing has
kept many from moving onto the
block.
“In the 1990s, teachers could
afford to live in this neighborhood. There was a homeopathic
physician and the owner of a
Great Clips franchise,” she said.
“The homeopathic physician sold
and went to Healdsburg.”

‘Palo Alto in general
used to be funkier.
The people across the
street used to have
chickens.’
—Palmer Pinney,
resident, Poe Street

Nag and Rudd said they plan
to stay in Palo Alto, at least until their children graduate from
high school. They are happy
with where they live, but their
future, as they inch toward becoming empty-nesters, could lie
elsewhere.
“Palo Alto has changed a lot,”
Rudd said. “We are in San Francisco a lot. In San Francisco, we
go to the theater a lot and to museums. You can get around in San
Francisco on public transportation. I like the idea of getting
around on a bus.” Q
Staff Writer Sue Dremann
can be emailed at sdremann@
paweekly.com.

As Avenidas celebrates its 50th anniversary,
we salute The Palo Alto Weekly on their 40th.

CONGRATULATIONS!

Don’t forget, everyone is invited to the

Avenidas 50th Birthday Bash!
SATURDAY• OCTOBER 19 • 10AM-2PM
AVENIDAS@450 BRYANT STREET, DOWNTOWN PALO ALTO

FREE INTERGENERATIONAL, FUN FAMILY FESTIVAL
Stanford Band • Mr. Softee Ice Cream Truck • Face Painting
Balloons by Debbie • Virtual Reality Headsets and other games and treats!

BRING YOUR KIDS AND GRANDKIDS!
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Window fashions that have
every style covered.

Alustra® Duette® honeycomb shades

Silhouette® window shadings

Designer Banded Shades

Over 35 years in business,
Rebarts Interiors is the Peninsula's
Fastest Growing Window Fashions Gallery
Rebart's Interiors Opens 4th Showroom in Menlo Park
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Becky San Diego, Bart San Diego III,
Alexandra San Diego and Bailey
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Huge Retirement Sale

UP TO

80% OFF

EVERYTHING IN STOCK

Over 4,000 traditional and contemporary rugs from Iran, Afghanistan, Pakistan, India and Nepal.
4x6
Stock #
8086
8083
9504
7322
7694
10923
9276
1316
9509
9511
2615
9506
7697
9507
6291
832
9273
9280
9271
545
8090
1374
10940
10936
1240
950

6x9
Description
India Berber
India Berber
Pakistan Gabbeh
Pakistan Gabbeh
Afghan Balouch
India Sultanabad
India Boro
Persian Gabbeh Soumak
India Fine Tabriz
India Fine Tabriz
Pakistan Tabriz 16/16
Fine India Tabriz
Afghan Balouch
India Fine Tabriz
Iran Gabbeh
Pakistan Sultanabad
India Boro
India Boro
India Haji Jalili Tabriz
Pakistan Sultanabad
India Berber
Tuffenkian Rag Weave
India Sultanabad
India Sultanabad
India Kazak
Iran Gabbeh

Size
4.2 x 6
4.1 x 5.11
3.5 x 5.9
4.1 x 6.2
3.10 x 5.10
4x6
4x6
3.11 x 5.10
4.1 x 6.4
4 x 6.3
4.0 x 6.1
4.2 x 6
3.4 x 6.1
4.2 x 6
4.5 x 6
3.5 x 6.1
4.2 x 6
4.1 x 6.2
4x6
4.1 x 6.1
4.2 x 5.11
4x6
4.1 x 6.3
4 x 5.9
4.2 x 5.11
3.10 x 5.9

Color
Black
Crème
Burgandy/Blue
Blue/Gold
Rust/Navy
Brown/Red
Saffron
Red
Ivory/Blue
Green/Beige
Blue/ Ivory
Beige
Red
Ivory/Blue
Rust/Green
Beige
Blue
Blue
Burgandy/Ivory
Red/Burgandy
Beige
Grey/Gold
Silver/Sand
Navy/Red
Ivory/Blue
Gold/Red

Original Price
$875
$1,005
$2,105
$2,085
$705
$1,805
$2,885
$3,005
$2,845
$2,755
$2,445
$2,755
$702
$2,845
$3,395
$1,500
$2,885
$2,885
$2,885
$1,685
$865
$5,505
$1,915
$1,725
$1,715
$4,185

Sale Price
$250
$250
$450
$450
$250
$450
$750
$650
$750
$750
$650
$750
$250
$650
$970
$350
$750
$750
$750
$350
$295
$950
$550
$450
$750
$750

India Shiraz
India Berber
Persian Gabbeh
Persian Kashkuli
Nepal Modern
India Kazak
Turkish Konya
Old Persian Malayer
India Kazak
Nepal Modern w/Silk
Iran Gabbeh
India Modern Jute
Pakistan Sultanabad
India Ikat
Pakistan Chobi
India Pebbles
India Haji Jalili
India Haji Jalili
Antique Persian Kurd
Pakistan Chobi
Persian Kashkuli

5 x 6.9
5.10 x 6.10
4.8 x 6.7
4.6 x 6.5
5.2 x 7.2
4.6 x 6.8
4.5 x 7.2
4.11 x 6.6
4.10 x 6.10
5.1 x 7.2
5.2 x 7.7
5.3 x 7.6
5.7 x 7
4.9 x 7.10
5.7 x 7.9
5 x 7.10
5.3 x 7.1
5 x 7.9
4.5x 7.7
5.1 x 6.8
5.8 x 7.8

Rust/Navy
Grey/Ivory
Red/Gold
Ivory/Rust
Black/Gold
Navy/Beige
Blue/Rust
Rust/Navy
Green/Rust
Green/Rust
Beige/Brown
Gold/Brown
Beige/Red
Blue/Ivory
Chocolate
Grey/Beige
Beige/Gold
Red/Burgandy
Rust/Navy
Beige
Ivory/Navy

$3,355
$1,395
$2,505
$5,005
$2,505
$2,505
$1,255
$1,005
$2,505
$5,715
$4,755
$1,785
$3,445
$3,875
$4,675
$2,505
$3,275
$4,655
$1,005
$3,745
$8,505

$950
$425
$950
$1,850
$850
$950
$450
$450
$950
$1,525
$950
$550
$850
$1,450
$1,250
$850
$1,250
$1,550
$450
$1,250
$1,850

5x7
10031
8094
9030
8735
851
1402
7368
11733
10828
1053
952
9032
1115
9951
1785
9020
2092
9270
11730
8232
8734

Stock #
2246
2612
12421
8440
5847
6082
7206
4996
8015
811
14532
11734
8228
9948
1126
1437
10693
1445
294
800
2180
2088

Description
Pakistan Chobi
Pakistan Chobi
India Isfahan
India Oushak
Turkish Kazak
India Bidjar
India Soumak
India Sultanabad
Pakistan Antique wash
Iran Gabbeh Soumak
Turkish Bidjar
Pakistan Chobi
India Oushak
Inda Tabriz
Pakistan Chobi
India Oushak
India Kazak
India Haji Jalili
Persian Kurd
Pakistan Ghazani
India Herati
India Haji Jalili

Size
5.1 x 9.4
6 x 8.10
5.10 x9
6x9
6.3 x 9.3
6.1 x 8.9
6.2 x 8.10
6 x9
5.10 x 8.10
5.7 x 7.10
6x9
6x9
6.8 x 8.7
5.10 x 8.10
6 x 9.4
5.9 x 8.9
6x9
6 x 9.1
5.3 x 9
6 x 8.8
6.1 9.2
7x9

Color
Chocolate
Red/Ivory
Pink/Ivory
Red/Ivory
Gold/Red
Rust/Blue
Blue/Ivory
Beige/Brown
Beige/Peach
Gold/Red
Gold/Red
Beige/Green
Beige
Ivory/Brown
Beige
Beige/Rose
Beige
Brown/Navy
Navy/Red
Red/Burgandy
Navy/Red
Navy/Rust

Original Price
$3,495
$3,975
$1,755
$7,905
$5,005
$2,970
$1,775
$2,575
$2,505
$5,315
$4,550
$5,005
$7,445
$5,155
$3,805
$1,815
$4,415
$6,685
$6,525
$3,215
$4,745
$6,300

Sale Price
$750
$950
$850
$1,250
$450
$950
$550
$950
$950
$1,650
$750
$1,950
$1,950
$2,250
$950
$850
$1,250
$1,950
$950
$950
$950
$1,950

India Haji Jalili
India Haji Jalili
India Antique Look Kazak
India Fine Tabriz
India Esplande
India William Morris Design
Pakistan Bokhara
India Esplande
India Kozen
Rajastan N
Rajastan K
Afghan Elephant Foot
India Rhapsody with Silk
India Rathey with Silk
Pakistan Aryana
Pakistan Chobi
Rajstan K
India Ikat
India Mulberry with Silk
India Pur Silk Tabriz

7.10 x 10.2
7.10 x 10
7.8 x 9.9
7.10 x 10.4
7.11 x 10.4
8 x 10
7.1 x 10.5
8 x 10.7
7.10 x 9.10
7.10 x 10
8.3 x 10.1
8.5 x 11
7.9 x 10.3
8 x 10
8 x 9.7
8.2 x 10.7
8 x 10.2
7.8 x 9.9
8.3 x 10.4
8.2 x 9.11

Burgandy/Gold
Burgandy/Gray
Navy/Rust
Rust$8,905
Grey/Beige
Rust/Beige
Taupe
Beige/Gold
Beige
Buirgand/Brown
Burgandy/Blue
Burgandy
Grey
Beige/Blue
Beige/Rust
Rose/Ivory
Rust/Beige
Navy/Rust
Blue
Beige /Green

$9,565
$9,405
$6,775
$1,950
$5,595
$3,605
$6,005
$6,855
$8,405
$7,445
$7,505
$4,005
$8,965
$10,005
$7,220
$4,500
$5,045
$6,305
$15,345
$19,295

$2,675
$2,575
$1,950

8 x 10
9267
9266
2045
9939
5078
11967
9830
6628
10554
1220
10059
12618
10896
10917
1101
7874
12911
7225
10538
4004

$1,650
$1,350
$990
$1,950
$1,990
$2,150
$990
$990
$1,550
$3,550
$1,950
$990
$2,250
$1,350
$4,550
$2,950

$75 Lots of colors and designs to choose from
ALL NEPAL SAMPLES 2x3

QUALITY BRINGS YOU IN, PROFESSIONAL SERVICE BRINGS YOU BACK!
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W

progress. Rigby stays close to his
subjects as they navigate an evermore-complicated bureaucracy and
attempt to plan ahead for themselves and their families.
In Gabriel Diamond’s “We Are
in the Field: Adventures of a Third
World Animal Rights Activist,” we
meet 26-year-old Manoj Gautam, a
Nepalese protégé of Jane Goodall.
Inspired by Goodall’s work, Gautam founded Nepal’s first wildlife
rescue and rehabilitation center.
Diamond follows Gautam to get a
sense of his day-to-day work, resulting in an eye-opening half hour
about an extraordinary individual
making a difference by inspiring
other individuals to step up and
do the same (what Gautam calls
a “wave effect”). Looking out for
baby elephants and vultures alike,
Gautam finds and talks with smugglers, abusive zookeepers, trainers,
snake charmers and more, educating them and appealing to their
morality (and, when necessary, to
their self-preservation instincts).
Diamond, who works in Palo Alto,
got his filmmaking start in Oakland and has studied and taught in
San Francisco.
Menlo Park-based filmmaker
Bo Boudart helmed the aptly titled
“A Concerned Citizen,” a profile
of environmental activist Dr. Riki
Ott. Ott was working in Cordova,

Alaska, in 1989 when she predicted the disastrous Exxon Valdez
oil spill hours before it occurred.
While remaining in her devastated
community, Ott became the face of
resistance to corporate personhood,
fighting to protect people from
companies that callously disregard
the safety of American citizens.
Ott’s background in toxicology
made her not only an activist but a
much-sought-after expert appearing on news programs during the
BP Deepwater Horizon incident.
Like Gautam, Ott inspires others
to practice environmental change
for the better using grassroots social and political means.
Another Stanford alumnus and
local filmmaker, Chris Beaver,
examines the global water crisis in
his film “Once Was Water.” Like
many of our current global challenges, the water crisis will devastate underdeveloped countries
before our own, but of course that
neither means that we shouldn’t
care nor that the problem doesn’t
pose local challenges that will
only increase over time. As many
Americans continue blithely to
water their lawns, Beaver’s film
asserts that water is a resource as
non-renewable as it is necessary for
all life on the planet. The search for
solutions takes “Once Was Water”
to the driest city in America: Las

Vegas, Nevada. The lessons being learned there,
and the innovative tactics
being tried, may show
the way for a trying but
sustainable future. Here’s a
film that tips its scales of jus- t i c e
from doomsaying to hopefulness,
looking optimistically at creative
solutions to the widening crisis.
In one of the closest-to-home
documentaries of this year’s UNAFF, former diplomat and local
filmmaker Ashleigh McArthur
shines light on an artistic endeavor
that memorialized a disaster for the
sake of healing. Produced in Stanford’s documentary film MFA program, “Ignis” depicts the work of
artist Gregory Roberts, whose Sonoma Ash Project offered to collect
ash from the homes lost in the 2017
Tubbs Fire and incorporate it into
ceramic pots. The finished works,
gifted to the erstwhile homeowners, could then grace new homes as
a reminder of what’s been lost and
what hasn’t. McArthur’s short but
sweet doc shows Roberts at work,
and sharing his art with a grateful
community.
Speaking of sharing art with a
grateful community, UNAFF has
spent over two decades doing just
that. The film festival will again
offer an opening night reception,
featuring remarks from Palo Alto

What: United Nations Association
Film Festival: “Scales of Justice.”
Where: Screening locations in
Palo Alto, East Palo Alto, Stanford
University and San Francisco.
When: Oct. 17-27.
Cost: $12 general admission
per film/$220 festival pass.
Discounts for youth and seniors
available. Open and closing night
celebrations are $70 general
admission.
Info: unaff.org.

mayor Eric Filseth, and a closing
night party following the presentation of awards. The fest’s 26
sessions offer a treasure trove of
enlightening documentary films
but also seven free panels fostering
discussion on some of the issues
raised, including prisons, aging,
immigration, health and technology, climate change, and gender,
race, religion, and politics in popular culture. UNAFF reminds us
that the notion of “doing our part”
doesn’t only refer to political activism and environmental stewardship; it also means education and
support of the institutions that keep
us informed. Q
Freelance writer Peter
Canavese can be emailed at
GrouchoReviews@aol.com.

Other films with a local connection at this year’s UNAFF, which has the theme “Scales of Justice,” include “Ignis,” “We Are in the Field:
Adventures of a Third World Animal Rights Activist” and “A Concerned Citizen.”
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by Peter Canavese
hat do you take for granted? For some, it’s their
basic needs: food, drink
and a roof over their heads. Others may take their health — or the
health of the planet — as perpetual.
Perhaps you assume journalism
and justice will take care of themselves. At the United Nations Association Film Festival, now in its
22nd year, homegrown journalism
meets justice in the form of humanrights-themed documentaries. But
what happens when UNAFF itself
gets taken for granted?
Stanford educator and film
critic Jasmina Bojic, who founded the fest in 1998, says this year
could be the last without funding
from the community. UNAFF
has set up a “support” page (unaff.org/2019/support.html), but
another way to help would be to
literally show up.
This year’s festival — running
Oct. 17-27 in Palo Alto, East Palo
Alto, Stanford University and San
Francisco — has the theme “Scales
of Justice” and, as always, offers
feature and short documentary
films on a wide-range of justice
issues spanning the globe. The
Universal Declaration of Human
Rights remains the fest’s guiding
document in programming a slate
that this year includes 60 films eligible for six festival awards.
Once again, films and filmmakers with a local connection
make a good showing at UNAFF.
One such film, “Waking Dream,”
comes from director Theo Rigby,
a local resident and Stanford alumnus. “Waking Dream” profiles six
“Dreamers” left fearfully adrift
when the Trump administration
rescinded DACA (Deferred Action
for Childhood Arrivals). The film’s
subjects, among them a Richmond
middle-school teacher and a San
Francisco health care consultant,
face very real existential threats
to their homes, their jobs and
their higher-education degrees in

Courtesy of UNAFF

Local filmmaker Theo Rigby’s “Waking
Dream,” which profiles six “Dreamers”
left adrift when the Trump administration
rescinded DACA (Deferred Action for
Childhood Arrivals), is part of this year’s
United Nations Association Film Festival.

Eating Out

Restored Alpine Inn is ‘the best version of Rossotti’s that it’s ever been’
By Elena Kadvay
uccessfully updating a
167-year-old institution
isn’t easy when generations of customers feel a
strong emotional attachment to it.
So when a group took over the
beloved Alpine Inn in Portola Valley after its owner died, expectations were high — as were the
fears, that the new owners would
create something too trendy, too
expensive, too out of character for what had been a casual,
down-home hangout for locals for
decades.
Judging by the crowds that have
flooded The Alpine Inn, known
to locals as Rossotti’s or Zott’s,
since it reopened this summer,
those fears have been dispelled.
Zott’s may have new floors, clean
bathrooms, free WiFi and artisan
wood-fired pizza, but the spirit of
the place largely lives on.
The “goal was to make this the
best version of Rossotti’s that it’s
ever been,” said Greg St. Claire,
who was brought in by partners
Lori and Deke Hunter, Jim Kohlberg, Fred and Stephanie Harman
to restore The Alpine Inn to its former glory. (St. Claire owns Avenir
Restaurant Group, which runs Nola
in Palo Alto, Milagros in Redwood
City and Town in San Carlos.)
Deke Hunter, St. Claire and Fred
Harman are all from the area and

raised their children in Portola Valley. St. Claire grew up in Portola
Valley, playing soccer and baseball at nearby fields and going to
Zott’s with his father on Sundays.
As family lore goes, his dad was a
new freshman at Stanford University and had been on campus for all
of 10 minutes before his roommate
told him, “Put your crap in the
corner. Let’s go and get a pitcher
of beer at Zott’s.” (They found his
father’s name carved into a wall
during construction.)
When Lori Hunter was a Stanford student, you could find her at
Zott’s every Friday.
“All the partners that went in on
this have been coming here for a
long time. We all were afraid it
was going to either get closed or be
radically changed,” she said.
Locals’ love for Zott’s never
faded, but the space itself had, considerably. The new owners undertook a serious renovation project
(asbestos removal included), complicated further by the fact that the
building has historic status. Over
several months, they tore out the
tavern’s floor, built an outdoor bar,
made the 250-seat beer garden
wheelchair-accessible and opened
up an idyllic, previously hidden
view onto Los Trancos Creek,
which trickles along the back of the
outdoor space. Darts, a beer pong
table, cornhole, large flat-screen
TVs for game days and live music

on Fridays make the backyard a
draw for people of all ages.
The original wooden tabletops,
picnic tables and benches where
decades of customers had carved
their initials and names were repurposed into a wall next to the outside
bar and a planter for a small herb
and vegetable garden. They kept
the horse parking out front (a group
of locals still arrive on horseback
some weekends, St. Claire said)
and a plaque marking the “beginning of the internet age” in 1976
when a crew of SRI scientists, sitting at a picnic table in the beer garden, successfully sent an electronic
message from a computer.
Inside, the tavern is decorated
with Stanford athletics memorabilia donated by an alumnus who went
to grade school with St. Claire. One
wall is dedicated to framed photos
of all of the former owners, starting with Felix Buelna, who opened
what was then known as Casa de
Tableta in 1852 as a “roadhouse for
country men to meet, play cards, to
drink and to dance;” to John and
Molly Alexander, whose death in
2017 prompted the eventual sale to
the group of partners.
Food-wise, the new owners
wanted to preserve some of the
classics, like the Zott’s burger, but
completely overhauled the sourcing
and ingredients. The burger is now
made with beef from St. Claire’s
own cattle ranch in Loma Rica

Courtesy The Alpine Inn

New life
for an old hangout

Top: Patrons enjoy a drink at The Alpine Inn, a longtime, historic
Portola Valley restaurant. Photo by Sammy Dallal.
Above: Rossotti’s Beer Garden circa 1933, when Prohibition ended.
or grass-fed beef from Oregon.
Vegetables are organic and local,
including heirloom tomatoes from
nearby Webb Ranch. They added
salads, a charcuterie plate and
wines on tap. The kitchen is led by
chef Sean Agoliati, formerly of Los
Altos Grill.
Facing some critical cooking
limitations — a too-small kitchen and a lagging PG&E power

upgrade — they brought in a massive smoker from Georgia and a
1942 Dodge Farm truck outfitted
with a wood-fired pizza oven to
shoulder some of the burden. All
of the food and drink is served
in compostable containers given
that there’s not enough space for a
commercial dishwasher. (The next
(continued on page 46)

+++++

“ALMODÓVAR AT THE PEAK OF HIS POWERS.”
-TIME OUT

“RANKS RIGHT UP THERE WITH ALMODÓVAR’S GREATEST!
ANTONIO BANDERAS IN THE PERFORMANCE OF HIS CAREER.
THIS IS ACTING OF THE HIGHEST ORDER.”
-Peter Travers, ROLLING STONE
CANNES FILM FESTIVAL

BEST ACTOR
BANDERAS
WINNER ANTONIO

El Deseo presents

pain and glory

a film by Almodóvar

written and directed by

Pedro Almodóvar

WWW.SONYCLASSICS.COM

STARTS FRIDAY,
OCTOBER 11

VIEW THE TRAILER AT WWW.PAINANDGLORYMOVIE.COM
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Kiwanis Club of Palo Alto

Eating Out

Alpine Inn

Angel Award
an award evening and cocktail party honoring

Alyssa Houk
Gen. Mgr. of Jasper Ridge Farm

Emcee: Dennis Burns
Retired Chief of Police, City of Palo Alto

Thursday, October 24, 5:30-7:30 pm
Sheraton Palo Alto Hotel, 625 El Camino Real, Palo Alto

project will be to build a bigger
kitchen, the owners said.)
They’ve been overwhelmed by
the community response, in a good
way. By Sundays, St. Claire said,
the kitchen basically runs out of
ingredients and the bar out of beer.
They’re regularly doing six times
the volume of the old Alpine Inn
at its peak, St. Claire said.
“It reaffirmed what we were
feeling,” St. Claire said, “that
it’s such an important part of the
community.” Q
Staff
writer
Elena
Kadvany can be emailed at
ekadvany@paweekly.com.

TICKETS: $50 until Oct. 18, $55 afterwards:
www.KiwanisAngelAward.org
www.facebook.com/KiwanisAngelAward

Sadie Stinson

(continued from page 45)

8th Annual

The Alpine Inn’s new owners inside the Portola Valley institution,
from left: Deke Hunter, Jim Kohlberg, Stephanie Harman, Greg
St. Claire, Lori Hunter and Fred Harman.

Answers to this week’s puzzles, which can be found on page 63.

Proceeds from the Angel Award in 2019 will benefit
programs, services, and scholarships for children and
youth in the Palo Alto area through the Kiwanis Club of
Palo Alto Charitable Foundation

In-Kind Sponsors: Gleim the Jeweler • Sheraton Palo Alto Hotel
Media Sponsor: Palo Alto Weekly • Platinum Sponsor: KCPA Board
Silver Sponsors: Crist, Biorn, Shepherd & Roskoph
Patrick Farris Realtors • First Republic Bank • Nancy Goldcamp, Realtor
Irvin, Abrahamson & Co. • John King, Realtor • Mayfield Advisors, Inc.
Lucile Packard Children’s Hospital Stanford
Bronze Sponsors: Renée & Mark Greenstein • Judy & Tony Kramer
Debbie & Harold Lorber • Allean & John Richter • Debby & Rob Ruskin
Nancy & Rick Stern • Valerie & Jim Stinger • Carole & Alan Stivers

proudly serving mid-peninsula families
for more than 56 years!
Same Mid-Peninsula Animal Hospital – New Home!
Now Open!
Visit us in our new state-of-the-art facility!!
• Veterinary Medicine,
Dentistry, and Surgery
• Emergency & Urgent Care
• Grooming and Boarding
• Same Great Doctors, RVTs
and Staff!
• New, Indoor Parking
• Concierge Services
(650) 325-5671 | www.midpen.com
2707 El Camino Real, Redwood City

SAVE THIS AD: Bring this ad for a free comprehensive, new-patient
examination for each of your pets!
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Enduring Businesses have timeless values

Celebrating more than
60 years of helping neighbors
buy and sell homes
We are a dynamic, independently
owned and operated real estate
ﬁrm offering a full array of services
including home sales, home purchases,
investment property transactions,
property management, ﬁrst time
buyers programs and Eichler resales.

R E A L R E S U LT S ,
R E A L E S TAT E
MIDTOWNPALOALTO.COM
2775 MIDDLEFIELD ROAD
PALO ALTO • (650) 321-1596
DRE# 1900986
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Home&Real Estate

OPEN HOME GUIDE 61
Also online at PaloAltoOnline.com

A weekly guide to home, garden and real estate news

MONARCH FESTIVAL ... Learn
about how to help monarch
butterflies and other pollinators
at the inaugural Monarch Festival
taking place Saturday, Oct.
12, 9 a.m. to noon at Gamble
Garden. The festival will feature
family-friendly activities such as
storytelling, arts and crafts, games
and a parade through the garden
meant to mimic the monarchs’
annual migration. The event also
includes three talks about how to
help pollinators and self-guided
tours of Gamble Garden’s native
and pollinator beds. Each family
will get to take home a native
milkweed, the monarchs’ host
plant, for their garden to help
restore the butterflies’ habitat.
Gamble Garden is located at 1431
Waverley St, Palo Alto. Admission
is free but registration is required.
Register at gamblegarden.org.

YEAR-ROUND FRUIT ... Learn how
to grow fruit in your home garden
all throughout the year at a fivesession class beginning Tuesday,
Oct. 15, offered by the Palo Alto
Adult School, with instructors from
the UC Master Gardeners. Explore
how to grow apples and pears,
stone fruits (peaches, plums,
etc.), citrus and berries. Topics
to be covered include: preparing
the soil for planting, pruning, and
sustainable gardening practices
such as efficient watering methods,
integrated pest management and
non-synthetic soil amendments.
The course fee is $80. The class
meets Tuesday evenings, 7-9 p.m.,
Oct. 15 through Nov. 12 at Palo
Alto High School, 50 Embarcadero
Road, Palo Alto. To register, visit
paadultschool.org.

How to
avoid
heartbreak
on your
remodeling
project
by Richard Morrison

Getty Images

Home Front

ou’ve probably heard it from every one
of your friends who have done a home
remodeling project, “It’s going to take
twice as long and cost twice as much as you
expect.” It’s especially sad when homeowners pay for a full set of construction drawings and the bids come in at far more than
they can afford. Now they are in the position
of needing to significantly scale the project
back, or abandon the project altogether.
It doesn’t have to be this way. An intelligent price check early on, along with some
self-discipline, can help you avoid this
heartbreak.

Y

Look before you leap
The typical process is that a novice homeowner will start by talking to a few contractors and describing their project, either with
“arm-waving” or very crude sketches. Contractors, in a desire to be helpful — or just to
get the project — offer optimistic estimates,
one of which may be low enough to get the

GROWING GARLIC ... If garlic is a
staple in your kitchen, find out how
to grow your own supply of this
pungent, versatile ingredient at a
free Master Gardeners workshop
on Thursday, Oct. 17, 7-8:30 p.m.
at the Rinconada Library. Learn
how to choose the garlic varieties
that thrive in our area, how to
prepare the soil for planting and
how to plant, grow, harvest and
store garlic bulbs. The Rinconada
Library is located at 1213 Newell
Road, Palo Alto. For more
information, call 408-282-3105 or
visit mgsantaclara.ucanr.edu. Q

READ MORE ONLINE

PaloAltoOnline.com

There are more real estate features
online. Go to PaloAltoOnline.com/
real_estate.

Before construction ever begins on a
remodeling project, consider investing in
concept drawings that capture the scope of
work and specify the types of materials and
fixtures you want — such as whether a floor
will be hardwood or tile.
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Weekly file photo

Send notices of news and events related
to real estate, interior design, home
improvement and gardening to Home
Front, Palo Alto Weekly, P.O. Box 1610,
Palo Alto, CA 94302, or email editor@
paweekly.com. Deadline is one week
before publication.

homeowner encouraged. Then the homeowner hires a designer or architect and proceeds
to hop on, as one of my colleagues puts it, the
Gotta Wanna Railway without looking back.
The best insurance for getting a project
that is not over budget is to have a reasonably
detailed set of concept drawings (architects
call these schematic design drawings) with
enough finish and product information on
them so that a contractor can make a reasonable projection for budgeting. This price
check needs to happen before you invest in
full construction drawings.
It will usually cost something in design
fees to get this “insurance,” but it will be
some of the best money that you spend on the
project. And you’re going to have to spend it
anyway, at some point.
At a minimum, here’s what should be in
the drawings:
1. Plans that are detailed enough to show
the location of rooms with accurate square
footages, doors, windows and generic finishes and fixtures. The contractor should
be able to clearly understand the extent of
the new work. Depending on the complexity
of your project, you might need additional
drawings such as a roof plan, exterior elevations or cross-sections of the house.
Though you don’t have to decide on every product now, you should make some
preliminary choices to know, for example,
that a room is going to have hardwood or
ceramic tile floor, approximately how many
cabinets there will be, and any special structural considerations like beams, areas of
vaulted ceilings or otherwise tricky structural conditions.
2. Preliminary specifications that include
generic material selections and allowances
for fixtures that you know are realistic for
your desired quality level. (An allowance is
simply a financial placeholder that will get
adjusted when final selections are made.) For
example, if you are doing a high-end kitchen
remodeling, your appliance allowance might
be $30,000. For a more modest kitchen, perhaps $10,000 is sufficient. This should be
based on some preliminary shopping and
product selections.
You should decide on allowances for
plumbing fixtures, tile, flooring, door
hardware, lighting fixtures and cabinets.
These allowances should be used by every

contractor giving you a preliminary budget.
If you let the contractor determine their own
allowances, it will be very difficult to compare pricing between contractors.

Don’t let finishes finish you
A basic rule is that if you don’t specify
something, it’s the contractor’s choice. Identifying seemingly picky items, however, can
often avoid hundreds or even thousands of
dollars of difference in budget prices, due to
mistaken assumptions. A “builder’s grade”
brass door hinge might cost $3/hinge. The
nice Baldwin brass hinge that you actually
want might cost $23. Multiply 3 hinges per
door times 10 doors, and you can see that
you could be looking at $600 of misunderstanding on the door hinges alone.
Also, you will find that different contractors typically exclude different things from
their budgets, such as appliances or light
fixtures. If you are talking to several contractors, by giving them appropriate allowances, rather than letting them come up with
them on their own, you will come closer to
an apples-to-apples comparison.
If you are working with a design professional, such as an architect or interior designer, they can help you with all of this and
have probably done it many times. Yes, this
is more time, more work, more shopping,
and more money than you may have anticipated at the beginning of your project, but
it’s really the only way to get accurate cost
information before you are so far along that
you can’t get out of an overwhelming financial commitment.
With a preliminary estimate that you feel
comfortable with, you can proceed with
more detailed designs and construction
drawings knowing that the final construction cost is likely to be in your ballpark. And
one final tip; make sure that you have a contingency fund of approximately 15 to 20%
over the initial preliminary budget, because
that’s the level of accuracy that a good preliminary budget has. Q
Richard Morrison, AIA (aka “The
Kitchen Architect”) is a residential
architect and interior designer with
a Bay Area practice specializing in
home remodeling. His website is
richardmorrison.com.

BY APPOINTMENT

1206 North Lemon Avenue, Menlo Park
4 Bed | 3.5 Bath | $4,995,000
parsonshometeam.com

Scott Dancer
650.888.8199
DRE 00868362

Chris Anderson
650.207.7105
DRE 01438988

Shirley Bailey
650.209.1580
DRE 00426479

Joe Parsons
650.279.8892
DRE 01449421

OPEN SAT & SUN 1:30-4:30PM

BY APPOINTMENT

0 Old Adobe Road, Palo Alto
Land Lot | $5,795,000
shirley@shirleyebailey.com

OPEN SAT & SUN 1:30-4:30PM

320 Family Farm Road, Woodside
5 Bed | 3 Bath | $5,850,000
canderson@compass.com

OPEN SUNDAY 1:30-4:30PM

1 Bridle Lane, Woodside
6 Bed | 5.5 Bath | $8,900,000
scott@scottdancer.com

BY APPOINTMENT

BY APPOINTMENT

Access thousands of new listings before anyone else,
only at compass.com.

BY APPOINTMENT

Get a head start to
`KU`SzbrmTb_Mà

1175 Hermosa Way, Menlo Park
3 Bed | 2.5 Bath | $3,998,000
liz.daschbach@compass.com

471 Pepper Avenue, Palo Alto
4 Bed | 3.5 Bath | $3,388,000
jenny.teng@compass.com

892 Barron Avenue, Palo Alto
2 Bed | 1 Bath | $2,888,000
delia.fei@compass.com

111 Baywood Avenue, Menlo Park
3 Bed | 2 Bath | $2,598,000
charles@charlesjacob.com

Liz Daschbach
650.207.0781
DRE 00969220

Jenny Teng
650.323.1111
DRE 01023687

Delia Fei
650.543.1025
DRE 01217572

Charles Jacob
650.546.1360
DRE 02000123

OPEN SUNDAY 1-4PM

548 Bryan Avenue, Sunnyvale
4 Bed | 2 Bath | $1,499,000
rabia.alizai@compass.com

Jim & Jimmy Nappo
650.209.1567
DRE 01439226

Liz Daschbach
650.207.0781
DRE 00969220

Katy Thielke Straser
650.888.2389
DRE 01308970

Rabia Alizai
408.393.7679
DRE 01911932

BY APPOINTMENT

BY APPOINTMENT

789 16th Avenue, Menlo Park
4 Bed | 3 Bath | $1,950,000
katy@compass.com

OPEN SAT & SUN 1:30-4:30PM

BY APPOINTMENT

1326 Hoover Street #2, Menlo Park
2 Bed | 2 Bath | $1,998,000
liz.daschbach@compass.com

OPEN SAT & SUN 2-4PM

10134 Randy Lane, Cupertino
4 Bed | 2 Bath | $2,498,000
jimmy@nappo.com

BY APPOINTMENT

OPEN SAT & SUN 1:30-4:30PM

Sophie Tsang
sophie@compass.com
DRE 01399145

50 Horgan Avenue #57, Redwood City
3 Bed | 2 Bath | $1,230,000
vicky.costantini@compass.com

3859 Thousand Oaks Drive, San Jose
4 Bed | 2.5 Bath | $1,155,000
andrea.schultz@compass.com

1412 Heatherdale Avenue, Santa Clara
3 Bed | 1 Bath | $999,000
lnorth@compass.com

530 El Camino Real #105, Burlingame
1 Bed | 1 Bath | $875,000
joseph.bentley@compass.com

Vicky Costantini
650.430.8425
DRE 01498092

Andrea Schultz
650.575.3632
DRE 01196243

Lynn North
650.703.6437
DRE 01490039

Joe Bentley
650.867.0199
DRE 01082626

Compass is the brand name used for services provided by one or more of the Compass group of subsidiary companies. Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws.
WKObpO!taJOoà__aBsOoWB_loOpObsOMVOoOWbWpWbsObMOMTdoWbTdoaBsWdbB_ltoldpOpdb_|BbMWpKdalW_OMTodapdtoKOpMOOaOMoO_WBJ_OJtsVBpbdsJOObyOoWOMà VBbUOpWbloWKOÛKdbMWsWdbÛpB_OdozWsVMoBzB_aB|JOaBMO
without notice. No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footage are approximate. Home must qualify under Compass Concierge guidelines. Subject to additional terms and conditions.
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Perhaps you’ve heard “them” say
that capital gains tax on a personal residence
must be paid when the property sells

Perhaps you’ve heard “them” say
there is no way around it

Perhaps you’ve been listening
to the wrong “them”
To learn of a completely different approach,
you are invited to attend a presentation by

CAPITAL GAINS TAX SOLUTIONS

Thursday, October 17 • 5:30 -7:30 pm
1039 University Ave., Palo Alto
RSVP required by Tuesday, October 15
The reasons to attend this important event
a The track record – Based on a 90 year old tax law, the company has had 2000+
closed transactions in 23 years & 16 IRS audits all of which were successful.
a The Food – Fabulous
a The Venue – Not too shabby

RSVP Now at capitalgainstaxsolutions.com

Miles McCormick
650-400-1001 DRE 01184883
H o me
HomesofthePeninsula.com
e s o f t h e Pe n i n s u l a .cco m

More than $1.8 BILLION in sales with nearlyy
$600 MILLION just in Palo Alto
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OVER $300,000 PRICE REDUCTION · 129LOWELL.COM

Effortless Minimalist Grace
129 Lowell Avenue, Palo Alto
Offered at $4,550,000 $4,249,000 · 4 Bedrooms · 2.5 Bathrooms · Home ±2,641 sf · Lot ±5,000 sf

Gloria Young · DRE# 01895672
Gloria@YoungPlatinumGroup.com · 650.380.9918
John Young · DRE# 02036387
John@YoungPlatinumGroup.com · 650.862.2122

BUILD YOUR DRE AM
YoungPlatinumGroup.com
Emerson Street, Palo Alto, CA 94301 · Each Office is Independently Owned and Operated.
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• 4 bedrooms
• 2 bathrooms
• spacious master suite with large walk-in closet
• Open floor plan with walls of windows leading to
the backyard, promoting indoor/outdoor integration
• Quality features include:
• dual pane windows
• radiant heat
• foam roof
• vaulted ceilings

• Beautiful, private backyard with mature landscaping
and areas for relaxation, entertainment and play
• Convenient location with easy access to:
• schools and parks
• shopping, transportation and much more
• Award winning Palo Alto schools including Gunn
High School
• Home size: 1,846 square feet (approx.)
• Lot size: 6,492 square feet (approx.) I

OFFERED AT $2,395,000

Midtown Realty, Inc. • 2775 Middlefield Road • Phone: 650.321.1596 • www.midtownpaloalto.com
Listing Agent: Tim Foy
CalBRE# 00849721
Cell: 650.387.5078
tim@midtownpaloalto.com

Co-Listing Agent: Rosemary Prince
CalBRE# 01969632
Cell: 650.704.8458
rosemary@midtownpaloalto.com

OPEN SATURDAY 10/12 & SUNDAY 10/13 FROM 1:30-4:30PM
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2.5%

DeLeon
DeLeon
Realty
Realty

Commission Paid to
BCUOI LT
M MI N
I T ST IELD
I CT
OO
N TVA
RA
L LNESYP A
· R
FO
EN
R CSYI L I C O N VA L L E
Y
Buyer’s
Agent
Waived if DeLeon buyer’s agent

COMFORT AND CONVENIENCE IN MENLO PARK
Offered at $1,488,000

658 Palmer Lane, Menlo Park

On a peaceful street in Menlo Park, this wonderful home offers 3 bedrooms and 2 baths across 1,200 sq. ft. (per county) of light, bright living space on a lot
of nearly 5,600 sq. ft. (per city GIS map). An extended front yard plus a covered porch give this home delightful curb appeal, while inside, cathedral ceilings
create a fresh, airy ambiance that flows throughout. The living room offers a comfortable gathering place, the kitchen features stainless-steel appliances,
and the master suite includes access to the backyard with plenty of space for outdoor entertaining. Topping it all off, this home’s convenient location means
the Facebook campus is close at hand, it’s just a short trip to both downtown Menlo Park and Redwood City, and you’ll have easy access to U.S. 101 for Bay
Area commuting.

OPEN HOUSE

Saturday & Sunday
1:00 - 5:00 pm

Complimentary
Refreshments

Listed by Michael Repka of the DeLeon Team, the #1 Team in Menlo Park.*
*Search Criteria as compiled by BrokerMetrics® using MLS Data: January 1, 2018 - December 31, 2018, Menlo Park, All Residential Properties.

For more information, video tour & more photos, please visit:

www.658Palmer.com

M i c h a e l R e p k a | M a n a g i n g B r o k e r | D R E # 01854880
650.900.7000 | michael@deleonrealty.com | www.deleonrealty.com | DeLeon Realty, Inc. | DRE #01903224
|

DRE # 01933274
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®

NUMBERS
Offered at: $11,000,000
4 Bedrooms
3.5 Bathrooms
House: 3,321 sf
Lot: 14,750 sf (100 x 147.50)

SUNDAY
1:30-4:30PM

OVERVIEW
Large Lot
1930's Tudor
Separate Office
3.5 Car Garage

PROMINENT OLD PALO ALTO LOCATION
435 SANTA RITA AVENUE, PALO ALTO

STEVE NIETHAMMER
REAL ESTATE
ADVISORS
& BROKERS

650 520 6290
hammer@zanemac.com
CalBRE # 01311853

ZANEMAC.COM
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AMENITIES
Walkable:
California Avenue, Caltrain,
Community Center,
Town and Country
Close to Bowden Park
Centrally Located to all
Three Schools
SCHOOLS
Walter Hayes ES (API: 934)
Green MS (API: 934)
Palo Alto HS (API: 905)
435SANTARITAAVE.COM

OPEN HOMES
ATHERTON

LEGEND: CONDO (C), TOWNHOME (T).

65 Shearer Dr
Sun 2-4
Coldwell Banker

$5,495,000
3 BD/2.5 BA
400-2933

1 Odell Pl
Sun 1:30-4
Compass

$7,495,000
5 BD/5.5 BA
888-4898

385 Fletcher Dr
Sat/Sun 1-4
Compass

$13,900,000
6 BD/7 BA
868-1577

77 Serrano Dr
Sun 1:30-4:30
Compass

$11,800,000
6 BD/6.5 BA
207-0781

86 Tallwood Ct
Sat 1:30-4:30
DeLeon Realty

$14,988,000
7 BD/6+2 Half BA
900-7000

BELMONT

400 El Camino Real #204 (C)
Sat/Sun 2-4
Compass
2902 Belmont Woods Way
Sat/Sun 1-4
Coldwell Banker

$948,800
1 BD/1 BA
274-5187
$2,100,000
3 BD/2.5 BA
520-5122

CUPERTINO
20695 Acadia Ct
Sat 1:30-4
Coldwell Banker

$2,498,000
5 BD/3 BA
415-572-1595

EAST PALO ALTO
2387 Dumbarton Av
Sat/Sun 1-4
Keller Williams Realty

$855,000
2 BD/1 BA
271-2845

EMERALD HILLS
914 Fallen Leaf Way
Sun 1-4
Compass

$2,295,000
4 BD/2.5 BA
434-4318

LOS ALTOS

1070 Mercedes Av #20
Sat/Sun 1-4
Sereno Group Realtors

$975,000
2 BD/2 BA
434-2755

920 Damian Wy
Sun 1:30-4:30
DeLeon Realty

$2,988,000
3 BD/2.5 BA
900-7000

676 Palm Av
Sat/Sun 1-4
Sereno Group Realtors

$2,798,000
3 BD/2 BA
207-0226

5100 El Camino Real #102 (C)
Sun 2-4
Compass

$1,675,000
3 BD/2 BA
964-3722

400 Orange Av
Sat/Sun 1-4
Sereno Group Realtors

$3,399,000
4 BD/3.5 BA
947-2903

154 Bridgton Ct
Sat/Sun 1:30-4:30
Sereno Group Realtors

$6,788,000
5 BD/6.5+ BA
(408) 391-7582

1710 Miller Av
Sat/Sun 1:30-4:30
DeLeon Realty

$3,898,000
5 BD/5.5 BA
900-7000

941 Seen Av
Sat/Sun 1-4
Sereno Group Realtors

$3,995,000
5 BD/3.5 BA
947-2929

LOS ALTOS HILLS
26880 Ortega Dr
Sat/Sun 1-4
Sereno Group Realtors

$4,248,000
3 BD/2.5 BA
207-0226

10776 Mora Dr
Sat/Sun 1-5
DeLeon Realty

$3,788,000
4 BD/2 BA
900-7000

27500 La Vida Real
By Appointment
DeLeon Realty

$49,990,000
5 BD/7+5 Half BA
900-7000

14780 Manuella Rd
Sun 1:30-4:30
DeLeon Realty

$6,488,000
5 BD/5.5 BA
900-7000

MENLO PARK

675 Sharon Park Dr #320 (C)
Sun 1-4
Coldwell Banker
102 Clover Ln
Sat/Sun 12-5
Compass

$725,000
1 BD/1 BA
207-8444
$1,895,000
2 BD/1.5 BA
888-2389

1280 Sharon Park Dr #27 (C)
$1,468,000
Sat/Sun 1:30-4:30
2 BD/2 BA
Golden Gate Sotheby’s International Realty
776-2828

4160 Coulombe Dr
Sat 1:30-4:30/Sun 1-4
Compass

$2,698,000
3 BD/3 BA
269-8556

142 Kellogg Av
Sat/Sun 1-5
DeLeon Realty

433 Guinda St
Sat/Sun 1:30-4:30
Intero

$3,280,000
3 BD/3 BA
947-4700

PORTOLA VALLEY

665 Hale St
Sat 1:30-4:30
Compass

$2,695,000
3 BD/3 BA
380-0085

555 Byron St #303 (C)
$2,550,000
Sun 2-4
3 BD/3 BA
Golden Gate Sotheby’s International Realty
793-5934
425 Grant Av #28 (C)
Sat/Sun 1:30-4:30
Compass

$1,498,000
3 BD/2 BA
408-203-0567

816 Arnold Way
Sat/Sun 1:30-4:30
Coldwell Banker

$1,998,000
3 BD/1.5 BA
400-5039

8 Artisan Way
Sun 2-4
Compass

$1,825,000
3 BD/3 BA
384-5392

1321 Calton Av
Sun 1:30-4:30
DeLeon Realty

$1,288,000
3 BD/2 BA
900-7000

2951 Bryant St
$5,125,000
Sat/Sun 2-4
4 BD/4.5 BA
Golden Gate Sotheby’s International Realty
255-7372

180 Forest Ln
Sun 1-4
Compass

$2,488,000
3 BD/2.5 BA
743-0734

270 Channing Av
Sun 1:30-4:30
Coldwell Banker

$3,995,000
4 BD/2.5 BA
377-2924

1175 Hermosa Way
Sun 2-4
Compass

$3,998,000
3 BD/2.5 BA
207-0781

1023 Forest Av
Sat/Sun 1:30-4:30
DeLeon Realty

$5,488,000
4 BD/3.5 BA
900-7000

385 McKendry Dr
Sat/Sun 1-4
Intero

$6,500/mo.
3 BD/2 BA
678-5363

1023 Middlefield Rd
Sat/Sun 1-5
Keller Williams Realty

$2,895,000
4 BD/3.5 BA
278-1249

658 Palmer Ln
Sat/Sun 1-5
DeLeon Realty

$1,488,000
3 BD/2 BA
900-7000

1027 Middlefield Rd
Sat/Sun 1-5
Keller Williams Realty

$2,895,000
4 BD/3.5 BA
278-1249

1105 Rosefield Way
Sun 1:30-4:30
Coldwell Banker

$3,685,000
3 BD/3 BA
207-8444

1460 Middlefield Rd
Sat 12-4:30/Sun 1-4
Coldwell Banker

$3,300,000
4 BD/2 BA
464-4598

700 Sand Hill Cir
Sun 2-4
Compass

$1,995,000
3 BD/2.5 BA
867-0609

4176 Park Blvd
Sat/Sun 1:30-4:30
Midtown Realty, Inc.

$2,395,000
4 BD/2 BA
321-1596

1114 Werth Av
Sun 1-4
Coldwell Banker

$2,895,000
3 BD/2 BA
619-6461

471 Pepper Av
Sun 1:30-4:30
Compass

$3,388,000
4 BD/3.5 BA
245-4490

1745 Bay Laurel Dr
Sun 2-4
Coldwell Banker

$5,295,000
4 BD/3.5 BA
465-4663

435 Santa Rita Av
Sun 1:30-4:30
Zane MacGregor

$11,000,000
4 BD/3.5 BA
520-6290

655 Gilbert Av
Sun 2-4
Compass

$3,798,000
4 BD/3 BA
269-8556

369 Churchill Av
By Appointment
DeLeon Realty

1080 Klamath Dr
Sun 2-4
Keller Williams Realty

$3,998,000
4 BD/4.5 BA
703-6948

575 Everett Av
Sun 1:30-4:30
Keller Williams Realty

$3,875,000
5 BD/3.5 BA
278-1249

16 Nancy Way
Sun 1:30-4:30
Compass

$3,295,000
4 BD/2 BA
862-3266

741 Homer Av
Sat/Sun 1:30-4:30
Compass

$6,550,000
5 BD/5.5 BA
906-8008

1206 North Lemon Av
Sun 1-4
Compass

$4,995,000
4 BD/3.5 BA
279-8892

144 Monroe Dr
Sun 2-4
Compass

$4,198,000
5 BD/4.5 BA
766-6325

153 & 161 StonePine Ln
Sun 1:30-4:30
Coldwell Banker

$4,200,000
4 BD/4.5 BA
207-8444

2350 Tasso St
Sat/Sun 1:30-4:30
DeLeon Realty

$4,498,000
5 BD/4.5 BA
900-7000

2169 Gordon Av (T)
$4,350,000
Sun 2-4
5 BD/4.5 BA
Golden Gate Sotheby’s International Realty
427-9211
1224 N Lemon Av
Sun 1:30-4:30
Sereno Group Realtors

$4,750,000
6 BD/4.5 BA
269-2766

MOUNTAIN VIEW

165 Ortega Av
$1,298,000
Sat/Sun 1:30-4:30
2 BD/2.5 BA
Golden Gate Sotheby’s International Realty
714-7547
1909 Aberdeen Ln
Sat/Sun 1-4
Sereno Group Realtors

$1,468,000
3 BD/3.5 BA
207-0226

199 Easy St
Sun 1:30-4:30
Sereno Group Realtors

$2,499,000
Duplex
867-5566

26724 Palo Hills Dr
$4,995,000
Sat/Sun 1:30-4:30
5 BD/3.5 BA
Golden Gate Sotheby’s International Realty
722-1065

PALO ALTO

24595 Voorhees Dr
Sat 1:30-4:30
DeLeon Realty

$5,988,000
5 BD/5.5 BA
900-7000

3605 Park Blvd
Sat/Sun 1:30-4:30
Coldwell Banker

$1,588,000
2 BD/1 BA
855-9700

325 Channing Av #101 (C)
Sun 1:30-4:30
Compass

$3,248,000
2 BD/2.5 BA
388-2086

25850 Westwind Wy
Sat 1:30-4:30
DeLeon Realty

$6,488,000
5 BD/4.5 BA
900-7000

360 Everett Av #3B (C)
Sat/Sun 2-4
Coldwell Banker

$2,150,000
2 BD/2 BA
465-5602

1820 Bryant St
Sat/Sun 1-5
DeLeon Realty

1039 University Av
Sun 1:30-4:30
Yarkin Realty

$5,788,000
4 BD/4.5 BA
900-7000

$39,988,000
5 BD/7+3 Half BA
900-7000

$12,500,000
5 BD/4.5 BA
387-4242

$4,988,000
6 BD/5 BA
900-7000

210 Escobar Rd
Sun 1:30-4:30
Coldwell Banker

$3,195,000
3 BD/2.5 BA
377-2924

229 Grove Dr
Sun 2-4
Coldwell Banker

$4,250,000
4 BD/2 BA
400-8076

77 Lerida Ct
Sat/Sun 1:30-4:30
DeLeon Realty

$2,988,000
4 BD/3.5 BA
900-7000

180 Willowbrook Dr
Sun 2-4
Coldwell Banker

$3,600,000
4 BD/2.5 BA
377-2924

REDWOOD CITY
1835 Cordilleras Rd
Sat/Sun 1:30-4:30
Compass

$1,895,000
3 BD/2 BA
207-7105

916 Seventh Av
Sat/Sun 1:30-4:30
Compass

$1,220,000
3/1 BD/1/1 BA
740-7954

267 W Oakwood Blvd
Sat/Sun 1:30-4:30
Coldwell Banker

$2,695,000
4 BD/4 BA
704-5134

627 Spring St (T)
$1,300,000
Sun 2-4
4 BD/3 BA
Golden Gate Sotheby’s International Realty
255-7372

SAN CARLOS

777 Elm St Unit C (T)
Sat/Sun 1:30-4:30
Keller Williams Realty

$1,538,000
2 BD/3 BA
255-5007

SAN MATEO
694 Port Dr
Sun 1-4
Compass

$1,699,000
3 BD/2.5 BA
766-2080

SARATOGA
12343 Julie Ln
Sun 1:30-4:30
Compass

$1,488,000
3 BD/2.5 BA
269-6809

12140 Woodside Rd
Sun 1:30-4:30
DeLeon Realty

$2,488,000
4 BD/3 BA
900-7000

SUNNYVALE

209 E Red Oak Dr #E (C)
Sat 1-4/Sun 1:30-4:30
Compass

$749,000
2 BD/1 BA
269-6700

WOODSIDE
23 Skylonda Dr
Sat 2-4
Compass

370 Mountain Home Ct
By Appointment
DeLeon Realty

$1,395,000
3 BD/2 BA
336-8530
$17,988,000
3+1 BD/5.5 BA
900-7000

518 Patrol Rd
Sun 1:30-4:30
Compass

$3,395,000
4 BD/2.5 BA
740-2970

3513 Waverley St
Sun 1-4
Compass

$5,298,000
5 BD/5 BA
269-8556

205 Eleanor Dr
Sun 1:30-4:30
Compass

$5,495,000
5 BD/4 BA
740-2970

2001 Webster St
Sun 1:30-4:30
Keller Williams Realty

$9,980,000
5 BD/4 BA
269-1538

135 Farm Rd
Sat 2-4
Coldwell Banker

$6,995,000
5 BD/5.5 BA
400-8076

®

The DeLeon Difference®
650.543.8500
www.deleonrealty.com
650.543.8500 | www.deleonrealty.com | DeLeon Realty CalBRE #01903224
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of the SCVAL El Camino Division.
Grieb is wary of underestimating
any opponent after seeing what befell his team earlier this season in a
40-0 loss to Half Moon Bay.
Grieb’s quarterbacks the last two
years haven’t been asked to put the
ball in the air a lot, but have been
efficient when called upon and have
notably avoided turnovers. Current
QB Teddy Purcell just had his first
pass picked off last week against
Terra Nova.

Sports
Shorts

Local sports news and schedules, edited by Rick Eymer
Menlo-Atherton senior Justin Anderson is just one of several student-athletes being recruited by colleges.

PREP FOOTBALL

Gunn faces its stiffest test
of the football season
Paly coach Gifford hosts his former team Friday night
by Glenn Reeves
unn looks forward to its
biggest test of the football
season when it travels to
Saratoga Friday night.
Palo Alto, Menlo School and
Woodside are at home this week.
Sacred Heart Prep and MenloAtherton join Gunn on the road.
Here’s a look at Friday’s prep
football matchups: (Note: Some of
the times and dates of these games
could be subject to change due to
power outages).

Gunn (4-1, 0-1) lost to Monta Vista in its Santa Clara Valley Athletic
League El Camino Division opener
then had a bye last week.
Saratoga quarterback Payton
Stokes has thrown 21 touchdown
passes with only two interceptions.
Gunn’s double-wing running attack
is just about diametrically opposite
to Saratoga’s spread. The Titans are
third in the CCS in rushing offense,
behind only Wilcox and Carlmont,
at 321.2 yards per game, and are
10th in total offense.

Gunn at Saratoga, 7 p.m.:
Gunn is in for a big test. Saratoga
(5-1, 2-0) leads the Central Coast
Section, among teams who list their
stats on MaxPreps, in total offense
at 533.5 yards per game; 338 yards
passing and 195 rushing.

Fremont at Palo Alto, 7 p.m.:
Going up against Fremont is special
for Nelson Gifford, who coached
there before taking over as head
coach at Paly, his alma mater.
The game, quite frankly, should
not be very competitive. Fremont

G

Natalie Grover

Troy Franklin

MENLO-ATHERTON
VOLLEYBALL

MENLO-ATHERTON

Friday

Sunday

Rachel Owens

ON THE AIR
College men’s soccer: Stanford at
UCLA, 4 p.m., Pac-12 Network
College women’s volleyball: Arizona
at Stanford, 8 p.m., Pac-12 Network

Thursday

College football: UCLA at Stanford,
6 p.m., ESPN

Sacred Heart Prep at Aragon,
7 p.m.: After a big 42-10 win over
Terra Nova last week in their Peninsula Athletic League Bay Division
opener, the Gators (4-1, 1-0) meet
up with a team that has found itself
subject to the up and down swings
of high school football fortune.
Aragon (1-4, 0-1), more often than
not one of the top teams on the Peninsula, is down this year. The only
win so far for the Dons was by a 2120 score over Cupertino, a member

Menlo-Atherton at Terra
Nova, 7 p.m.: M-A goes into PAL
Bay play on a high note, coming off
a 46-13 win over Arroyo Grande.
That win broke a three-game losing
streak on a very difficult stretch of
the schedule.
Sophomore quarterback Matt
MacLeod completed 15 of 19 passes against Arroyo Grande for 236
yards. Sacred Heart Prep transfer
Raymond Price III got a couple of
possessions in his first action of the
season. Papin said he plans on giving Price more playing time against
the Tigers.
Standout lineman Uate Uhila has
been cleared to play after missing
several weeks with a knee injury on
defense only this week.
Carlmont at Menlo School,
6:30 p.m.: Menlo is bringing
in lights for a rare night game for
homecoming and doing it all with a
twist. Addressing the issue of nighttime noise in a residential neighborhood -- an issue all the Atherton
schools deal with -- headsets will
be handed out to spectators as they
enter the facility. Public address
announcements then will be heard
only on the headsets.
Menlo (2-3, 0-1) dropped its PAL
Ocean opener to Hillsdale last
week, 21-7. This is the first league
game for Carlmont (3-2).
Lack of offense has been an issue
in all three Menlo losses.
El Camino at Woodside, 7
p.m.: After having two weeks off
due to a forfeit and a bye, Woodside
coach Justin Andrews feels much
better about his team heading into
its PAL Lake opener.
In losing its first three games
Woodside suffered a rash of
injuries.
Both teams are 0-5. El Camino
has gone through a similar scenario and was reportedly down to
19 players after losing players in its
last game. Q

ATHLETES OF THE WEEK

The senior outside hitter helped
M-A win two league games last
week. She recorded 20 kills and
seven digs in the Bears victory
over Terra Nova and added 12
kills and nine digs in a victory
over San Mateo.

College women’s soccer: Stanford at
Oregon, noon, Pac-12 Network
College women’s volleyball: Arizona
State at Stanford, 2 p.m., Pac-12 Network

(1-4, 0-1) is coming off a bye after
losing its SCVAL De Anza Division opener to Santa Clara, 28-3.
Palo Alto (4-2, 1-1) beat Santa Clara
last week 42-9 with a running clock
employed in the second half.
Quarterback Danny Peters sat out
the Santa Clara game after taking a
hit to the head against Wilcox. He
is still in the concussion protocol, so
his availability is questionable. The
same goes for running back Josh
Butler, who has missed the last two
games with a shoulder injury.
Sebastian Rice got the start at
right tackle to replace Alberto
Ruiz, who is out for the season with
a knee injury, and received plaudits
for his performance.

Bob Dahlberg

PREP REPORT ... Menlo School has
turned a rebuilding year for the girls
volleyball team into a contending year
following a surprising four-set victory
over visiting Sacred Heart Prep in a
West Bay Athletic League match on
Tuesday night. It’s no surprise that
the Knights, who won 25-21, 25-16,
22-25, 25-21 to extend their winning
streak to five matches, are good.
After all, they’ve won five league titles
in the past six years, won a state title
and have played in the Central Coast
Section Open Division the past three
years, all while coach Tony
Holland served as an assistant.
Menlo (15-7, 5-3) still has a way to
go with a bunch of sophomores and
freshmen (and one junior to go with
four seniors) getting the majority of
playing time. The Knights improved to
10-1 at home as sophomore Sharon
Nejad recorded 14 kills and junior
Roxy Karrer added 13 to pace the
Knights. Sophomore Hanna Hoffman
dished 27 assists and had 12 digs.
Senior Abby Holleran added 11 digs
and freshman Havannah Hoeft posted
18 assists, four aces and four kills.
Freshman Emma Donley added six
blocks for Menlo. For SHP, Elena
Radeff, who will be playing at Santa
Clara in the fall, ripped 18 kills, had
three blocks and recorded 11 digs.
Sofie Wheeler added 10 kills while
sophomore Millie Muir, who has
committed to Duke, had 39 assists,
17 digs and a pair of blocks ... In the
Santa Clara Valley Athletic League,
Palo Alto remained undefeated in De
Anza Division play with a 25-15, 2516, 25-11 victory over visiting Monta
Vista Cupertino on Tuesday. Senior
Mia Gibbs had seven kills, four blocks
and a dig to lead the Vikings (12-5,
7-0), who recorded their third straight
three-set sweep after going the first
14 matches without one. They’ll look
for number four Thursday when the
Vikings visit Homestead for a 6:45 p.m.
match. Senior Ashley Xu hit .500 with
six kills and a dig. Senior Grace Thayer
and sophomore Amelia Vugrincic
had five kills apiece and senior Bekah
Limb led the team with 16 digs ... In
the Peninsula Athletic League, first
place Menlo-Atherton was surprised
at home by Burlingame 25-23, 2522, 25-13 in Bay Division action. The
Bears (16-5, 7-1) retain possession of
first place though Aragon is a game
back. Senior Natalie Grover led the
Bears with 11 kills. She added five
digs. Junior Emma Spindt had nine
kills and six digs. Senior Mariah Grover
led the team with 16 assists and Bella
Shermis had 10 digs. Q

The junior wide receiver
accounted for 109 yards and
three touchdowns in the Bears’
win over Arroyo Grande last
week. He caught two TD passes
and rushed for another score on
M-A’s first offensive play.

Honorable mention

Kenza Ashworth

Gunn water polo

Nathalie Benrey

Menlo-Atherton golf

H. Hoeft, E. Donley

Menlo volleyball
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Palo Alto tennis

Elena Radeff

Sacred Heart Prep volleyball

Sarah Strus

Woodside volleyball

Jake Anderson

Woodside water polo

Kevin Cullen

Palo Alto football

Connor Enright

Menlo water polo

Watch video interviews of the Athletes of the Week, go to PASportsOnline.com

Matt MacLeod

Menlo-Atherton football

Tevita Moimoi

Sacred Heart Prep football

Wyatt Stenson

Sacred Heart Prep water polo
*Previous winner

PRIME TIME!

Simply a cut above the Rest.
Best Beef in Town

1921 EL CAMINO REAL, PALO ALTO
650.321.6798 | sundancethesteakhouse.com

1 “___ Can” (2008 campaign slogan)
6 Shoes in the 2015 “What are those?!” meme
11 Part of MRE
14 Word repeated on “Teletubbies”
15 Accounting inspection
16 FX in the Transformers series, e.g.
17 “Let’s change the subject”
19 Product of the mined?
20 Egyptian cross
21 Scratch or scuff
22 Oregon lake where you can drive around
the rim
24 T-bone region
26 They may be pulled
27 “Baby Driver” actor Ansel
30 Private response?
31 ___ Laredo (city on the Rio Grande)
32 “Go on! Git!”
33 Perform like Migos
36 Instrument with a conical bore
37 Survey choice found in the four theme
answers
38 Dash, for one
39 Pieces to be played
40 Breed like salmon
41 Symbol of Canada
42 State capital where Modest Mouse’s Isaac
Brock was born
44 Declutter
45 Twain, actually
47 “___ n’est pas une pipe”: Magritte
48 Outcast
49 Half of a dance?
50 Ice melter
54 Magician Shin ___, “America’s Got Talent:
The Champions” winner
55 Expression when someone suddenly
needs help
58 One, in Italy
59 Sewing machine inventor Howe
60 Their work is often in anthologies
61 50-Across, in French

SINCE 1974

“This Or That?” — probably not. by Matt Jones

This week’s SUDOKU

Answers on page 46.

Answers on page 46.

www.sudoku.name

13 Arena levels
18 Leave unmentioned
23 Show initiative
25 Gold, to Pizarro
26 Figure above a 9 or 0, for short
27 1961 space chimp
28 Auto maintenance task
29 Type of power in Iceland
30 Either side of Aruba, for instance?
32 Overdoes the fandom, slangily
34 “Because Freedom Can’t Protect Itself” org.
35 Squishy Easter candy
37 Reason to put up a “Danger” sign on a
drilling site
38 Marriott competitor

40 ___-Kinney (band that formed in Olympia,
Wash.)
41 Dropped item
43 Former Big Four record co.
44 Unwrap hastily
45 In the high 70s
46 Patrik of the Winnipeg Jets
47 X-ray area, maybe
49 It may be spiced with cardamom
51 Waltzed through
52 Troubadour’s instrument
53 Julia Roberts’s “Ocean’s Eleven” role
56 “I Think You Should Leave” star Robinson
57 Superfund agcy.

62 Send, as a payment
63 Chilean mountain range
Down
1 When repeated, a “Seinfeld” catchphrase
2 “Ghostbusters” character
3 Did well at Battleship
4 Heartfelt sign-off
5 H.S. course
6 Settlers of ___ (board game)
7 Industrial region of Germany
8 Shelley work
9 Advertisement insert
10 Clavicle neighbor
11 Healing through nature, e.g.
12 “Hollywood Squares” option

©2019 Jonesin’ Crosswords (jonesincrosswords@gmail.com)
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MS

MATT
SKRABO

R E S I D E N T I A L R E A L E S TAT E

We Sell Real Estate, Locally!

JEONG VOGEL
REALTOR
Fluent in Korean ዽ࿌ቛጁఁఋ
®

MATT SKRABO
3 RD

FOUNDER
GENERATION REALTOR ®

RILEY CHAN
REALTOR ®

(650) 669-9550
jvogelhomes@gmail.com

(650) 804-6673
matt@mattskrabo.com

(650) 383-4949

rileychan@kw.com

DRE# 02065763

DRE# 01910597

DRE# 02058808

ATTENTION SELLERS! FOR A LIMITED TIME:
Free Staging, Free Home, Pest & Roof Inspection, Free Professional
Photography, Free Custom Website, Free Full-Page Color Ad in PA
Weekly Newspaper, Free Online Advertising, Free 4-8 Page HeavyGloss Marketing Brochure, Extended Open Houses.
AR E A S P E C I AL I S T S

Palo Alto | Menlo Park | Atherton | Los Altos | Mountain View | Sunnyvale

MS

MATT
SKRABO

R E S I D E N T I A L R E A L E S TAT E

www.MattSkrabo.com

505 Hamilton Ave #100, Palo Alto, CA 94301
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