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Easy access to
the care you need
when you need it
For treatment of colds, flu, minor injuries, and other common conditions,
rely on Stanford Express Care and the Stanford Walk-In Clinic.
With extended hours and multiple locations, they give you easy
access to precisely the right care at the right time in the right place.
Stanford Express Care
Palo Alto

Stanford Express Care
San Jose

Stanford
Walk-In Clinic

Same-day appointments

Same-day appointments

No appointment needed

211 Quarry Road, Suite 102
Palo Alto, CA 94304

52 Skytop Street, Suite 10
San Jose, CA 95134

211 Quarry Road, Suite 402
Palo Alto, CA 94304

call: 650.736.5211

call: 669.294.8888

call: 650.497.3940

visit: 7 days/week
9:00am–9:00pm

visit: 7 days/week
9:00am–9:00pm

visit: Monday–Friday
3:30pm–11:00pm

Pediatric patients
6 months and older
welcome in all clinics

stanfordhealthcare.org/carechooser
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234 PARK LANE, ATHERTON

|

$15,500,000

|

234PARKLANE.COM

Rarely Available Opportunity on Atherton’s Most Premier Street
•

Premier Menlo Circus Club location

•

Approximately 1.2 acres

•

Timeless, traditional interior design

•

JOModdapÛdTKOÛTt__BbM
2 half-baths on two levels

•

BoMzddMddopsVodtUVdts

•

Remodeled kitchen and open
family room

•

Luxurious main-level master suite
and second suite

•

tlpsBWopJOModdapl_tpdTKOæ
study areas

•

Beautifully landscaped grounds
with pool and spa

•

Excellent Menlo Park public and
private schools

Judy Citron
650.400.8424
judy@judycitron.com
judycitron.com
DRE 01825569

#26 Agent
Nationwide, WSJ 2019

Rankings provided courtesy of Real Trends, The Thousand list of individual agents by total sales volume in 2018. Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Number 01527235. All material presented herein is intended for
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Artfully Designed Portola Valley Haven
Offered at $12,000,000 · 5BR/5.5BA · Home ±6,968 sf · Lot ±4.69 acres
PortolaValleyHaven.com

Michael Dreyfus

Lisa Keith

650.485.3476

650.703.8644

m.dreyfus@ggsir.com

l.keith@ggisr.com

Lic. #01121795
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Upfront

Local news, information and analysis

Will city ask residents to drink treated wastewater?
Palo Alto considers major deal with Santa Clara Valley Water
to build new plant, sell effluent to the county
by Gennady Sheyner

I

n an effort to open the spigot
on recycled water in the region, Palo Alto and Santa
Clara Valley Water are exploring
a deal that would send the city’s
wastewater to a treatment plant
elsewhere in the county, where

it would be treated, transformed
into potable water and potentially
resold to the city for its residents
and businesses.
The proposed deal would give
Palo Alto a new source of droughtproof water to draw on in case of

emergency. Though the concept is
new to Palo Alto, Valley Water —
the giant water district that serves
most of Santa Clara County —
has had positive experiences with
treating wastewater and reusing it,
according to Garth Hall, deputy

operating officer of Valley Water. It has been operating a plant
on Zanker Road in San Jose since
2014, delivering water to an area
that includes most of San Jose,
as well as Milpitas, Serrano and
Santa Clara.
The agreement, which the district is now negotiating with Palo
Alto and Mountain View, would
first require the cities to lower the
salinity of their wastewater before

sending it for further purification.
Doing so would entail construction
of a new desalination plant at the
Regional Water Quality Control
Plant in the Palo Alto Baylands,
a facility that today processes the
effluent of Palo Alto, Mountain
View, Los Altos, Los Altos Hills,
Stanford University and the East
Palo Alto Sanitary District.
(continued on page 8)

CITY HALL

Firefighters
sue to bring
back binding
arbitration
Union alleges city acted
unlawfully in placing
issue on 2011 ballot

students,” she wrote in a subsequent letter to parents.
“I recognize that some families
may not support the decision that
has been made, and I do respect
and understand how many families are feeling. It is of value for
our students to see how, even in
moments of disappointment and
disagreement, we can find common ground and move towards a
positive solution.”
Assistant Superintendent for Elementary Education Anne Brown
told the Weekly that the district’s
leadership felt it was a “prudent”
change given safety risks and
concerns that not all students
can afford to go on international
field trips. (Escondido parents do
raise funds and the school PTA

by Gennady Sheyner
early eight years after Palo
Alto voters struck down a
long-standing law that required contract disputes between
the city and its public-safety
unions to be settled via binding
arbitration, the city’s largest firefighters union is waging a legal
battle to bring the requirement
back.
The petition by International
Association of Fire Fighters,
Local 1319 calls for the state attorney general to effectively invalidate the results of the 2011
election on Measure D. The measure amended the city charter to
take out the 1978 provision on
binding arbitration.
The union has applied for leave
to sue in “quo warranto,” a type
of legal action that challenges the
authority of lawmakers to impose
a particular law and that requires
attorney general approval. If the
union succeeds, the state could
potentially invalidate the 2011
measure, which was approved by
more than two-thirds of the voters.
The union’s request is the latest volley in a long legal skirmish
that began shortly after the 2011
election. The battle has already
involved the state Public Employment Relations Board (PERB)
and state court of appeals and has
offered limited victories to each
side. The firefighters have consistently alleged that the city engaged
in an unfair labor practice by failing to meet and consult with the

(continued on page 12)

(continued on page 13)
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Sammy Dallal

Gonna fly now
Max Naisky, left, performs a preflight check on a Cirrus SR-22 aircraft before heading to Lake Tahoe, while Nate Gaffeny with the
West Valley Flying Club fuels the plane at the Palo Alto Airport on Sept. 18.

EDUCATION

School district: No more international
field trips for elementary students
Parents decry decision, which canceled annual
Spanish-immersion field trip for fifth-graders

P

alo Alto Unified has decided it will no longer allow
school-sponsored international field trips for elementary
school students, leading to the
cancellation of a popular, longtime trip to Mexico for Spanishimmersion students at Escondido
Elementary School.
While the district has defended
the change as in the best interest

by Elena Kadvany
of student safety and equity, Escondido parents who cherish the
trip — an immersive, culminating
experience for fifth-graders in the
language program — bristled at
the decision being made without
their input.
Escondido Principal Marcela
Simões de Carvalho notified fifthgrade Spanish-immersion parents
of the district’s decision during

a meeting at the end of the first
week of school in August. The trip
to Guanajuato, Mexico, was set for
next June.
“Due to increased difficulties
associated with international travel, the young age of our elementary students and a variety of equity issues, our school district will
no longer approve international
field trips for elementary-aged
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Our No. 1 obligation is to make
sure that we’re keeping students
safe, bottom line.

—Anne Brown, assistant superintendent for
elementary education at Palo Alto school district, on
canceling international school field trips.
See story on page 5.

Around Town

CUBBERLEY DIPLOMACY ...
While grand improvements at the
aged but treasured Cubberley
Community Center are, at best,
years in the future, the city and
the Palo Alto school district are
starting to feel pressure to reach a
more immediate goal for the jointly
owned site: Extending the city’s
lease of Cubberley space from the
school district, which expires in
December. Both sides have plenty
to lose if a deal isn’t reached soon
— a prospect that could jeopardize
the many nonprofits that currently
occupy the city-leased portion of
Cubberley and leave the school
district without a valuable revenue
source. Yet, to date, there’s been
little movement. The City/School
Liaison Committee, which includes
members City Council and the
Board of Education, canceled its
Thursday meeting, at which it was
set to discuss the lease. The City
Council plans to discuss the lease
Monday in closed session. The only
thing that the two sides had agreed
on is a set of “pre-negotiation
principles” hashed out by school
Superintendent Don Austin and
City Manager Ed Shikada. The
principles, which Austin released
earlier this month, acknowledge
that the two sides are not on the
same timeline when it comes to
Cubberley’s redevelopment. They
also underscore that, despite all
prior talk of building housing and
sharing art and exercise facilities
at Cubberley, the district has
“no interest or ability to provide
funding for buildings not directly
constructed for the immediate
use of serving students within
the charge of our school district
mission and purpose” and “no
interest in pursuing housing on
the Cubberley site.” The city has
an interest in providing “long-term
stability” to Cubberley users and in
investing in Cubberley in a manner
that will “have long-term benefit for
the community,” according to the
principle sheet. The principles also
call for a joint session to discuss the
35-acre site’s future.
FEED THE PEOPLE ... From fresh
fruits and vegetables to milk and
eggs, several Stanford University
students and their families who
identify as food insecure are
benefiting from a pilot program
that provides each household
150 pounds of food for free. A
food pantry program run by the

university’s Residential and Dining
Enterprises aims to give healthier
options to the eligible households.
The first distribution on Aug. 26
drew more than 150 students and
their families on a first-come, firstserved basis from 1-2:30 p.m. They
were allowed to pick up additional
food items still available after 2:30
p.m. Any leftover food was given to
Residential and Dining Enterprises
hourly staff and A La Carte, the
mobile food sector of Silicon Valley
Food Rescue, which delivers
excess food to those in need. At the
August event, the university teamed
up with San Jose-based nonprofit
Second Harvest Food Bank, which
brought crates and boxes of food.
About 50 Stanford undergraduates,
graduate students and staff from
Residential and Dining Enterprises
volunteered. The next food pantry
is scheduled for Sept. 23 and the
final one is scheduled for Oct. 28.
THE NEXT ‘SURVIVOR’? ...
Palo Alto will be represented in
the upcoming season of reality
competition show “Survivor”
premiering on Wednesday. Vince
Moua, a 27-year-old Stanford
University admissions counselor
and alumnus is one of 20 players
vying for the coveted “Survivor”
title. The show is entering its 39th
season under the theme “Island
of the Idols,” which takes the
castaways to Fiji’s Mamanuca
Islands. In his show profile online,
Moua describes himself as
“shamelessly me, quick-writted
and not-afraid-to-flip-tables,”
personality traits that could take
him far in the game. What pushed
him to compete on national
television in the first place? “I am
here to show minority young folk
and people across the word that
they matter, that their stories and
narratives are important, and they
should never doubt their existence
regardless of what others say.”
Moua, who is on the “Lairo” tribe
faces stiff competition — the
other players this season include
Olympic swimmer Elizabeth
Beisel, professional poker player
Ronnie Bardah and Tom Laidlaw,
a retired National Hockey League
defenseman. In a first for the show,
former winners Rob Mariano and
Sandra Diaz-Twine will serve as
“idols” for the castaways, teaching
them skills and strategies of the
game. The duo has competed in a
combined 200 days of “Survivor.” Q

Upfront

News Digest
Memo urges more focus on ‘affordable’ housing

Sammy Dallal

Protesters gather on Alpine Road in Portola Valley to protest President Donald Trump’s fundraising
luncheon at the home of former Sun Microsystems CEO Scott McNealy on Tuesday.

POLITICS

With ‘Baby Trump’ soaring above,
protestors greet president
Community members critique president’s policies, call his visit a ‘publicity stunt’

P

resident Donald Trump’s
fundraising luncheon Tuesday in the Palo Alto foothills near Portola Valley was preceded by secrecy, but protesters
found out about the location early
enough in the morning to move
their demonstration from Los Altos to Rossotti Field, a soccer field
adjoining the Alpine Inn, the wellknown Portola Valley roadhouse.
About 80 to 90 demonstrators showed up at the site, where
a “Baby Trump” balloon floated
overhead.
The Trump motorcade, composed of four cars, thundered by
at high speed at 11:30 a.m., turning left off Alpine Road onto
Arastradero Road in the direction of 610 Los Trancos Road,
the $97 million home of Scott
McNealy, the former CEO of Sun
Microsystems.
“I heard that he was coming,
and I felt compelled to make my
protest,” said Mark Leather of Los
Gatos. Leather was standing next
to Arnie Thompson of San Francisco, who was holding the cable
attached to the balloon.
Leather said he also participated
in the 2016 demonstration when
Trump spoke at a fundraiser at a
Burlingame hotel, but he said this
protest was a lot smaller.
The Raging Grannies, a local
group dedicated to social activism whose members dress up in
outfits that mock stereotypes of

by Rick Radin
older women, turned out in force,
holding up signs on Alpine Road
as drivers whizzed past, many of
them honking their horns to indicate support.
Ruth Roberts, a Palo Alto resident and a Raging Granny, said
she is particularly opposed to
Trump’s policy of separating families at the Mexican border.
“We have the granny attitude,
which means protecting future
generations,” Roberts said.
“Trump is sneaking in here to
solve the homeless problem, but
he’s just doing it as a publicity
stunt.”
Marcia Plavcan of Redwood
City said she was able to come out
because she was off work and taking care of her 6-year-old daughter. She said she was particularly
incensed at Trump because she
has friends who left the country
for fear of being deported.
“A lot of people who could have
been here weren’t because they
couldn’t take off work,” Plavcan
said.
Some of the signs were clever.
Jim Burrill of Redwood City held
up one that read “Know More
Muslims” and was handing out a
leaflet that said, “Toddlers shoot
more Americans than Muslim
immigrants do. Send all toddlers
back where they came from!”
“There’s not too many opportunities to demonstrate against
Trump in California, so I’m

taking advantage of this one,”
Burrill said.
Trump’s visit was his first to
the Bay Area since a fundraiser
was held in Woodside for his 2016
election campaign at the home of
private equity firm CEO Saul Fox.
Donors paid $1,000 to $100,000
for tickets to the event. At the
$100,000 level (per couple) the
guests got to attend an exclusive
“roundtable” meeting with Trump
prior to the luncheon. Both the
$100,000 level and $35,000 level
(also per couple) come with the
opportunity to take a photo with
the president.
Trump’s press secretary, Stephanie Grisham, said that at the event
Trump “participated in a roundtable with about 25 supporters, then
moved to a larger area and spoke
to a couple of hundred supporters
about the many accomplishments
of his administration,” according
to Bay City News, quoting media
pool reporters.
The president boarded Air
Force One back at Moffett Field
shortly before 3 p.m. and headed
to another fundraiser Tuesday evening in Beverly Hills, according to
media pool reports.
From January through June,
California donors gave $6.5 million to the Trump re-election campaign, according to Politico. Q
Rick Radin is a staff writer for
the Almanac, the Weekly’s sister
publication.

Palo Alto’s efforts to encourage more housing should primarily
focus on maintaining diversity and addressing the needs of lowincome residents, two members of the City Council are arguing
in a new memo.
The memo, penned by Councilman Tom DuBois and Councilwoman Lydia Kou, seeks to recalibrate the council’s work plan for
producing new housing — an effort that has been the subject of
much debate and only modest success. The city has adopted a goal
of adding 300 housing units per year, though it is likely to fall well
short of the goal for the second year in a row. The only significant
housing project that the council has approved this year is a 59-unit
apartment complex known as Wilton Court on El Camino Real.
In the memo, DuBois and Kou propose an “affordable housing plan to advance housing goals that address socio-economic
diversity and affordability.” They cite the city’s history of “affordable and diverse housing programs,” including its long-standing
inclusionary-housing program that requires housing developers to
designate 15% of their units as below-market rate.
“We recommend prioritizing actions consistent with previously
adopted housing goals to address diversity in housing options,”
the memo states.
To date, the city’s inclusionary-housing (also known as inclusionary zoning) program only applied to ownership units. This is
largely because of a 2009 court decision, Palmer v. the City of Los
Angeles, in which a state appeals court deemed it illegal for cities
to apply inclusionary-housing laws to rental units.
In 2017, the state Assembly adopted what’s known as the “Palmer fix,” a law that allows cities to extend inclusionary-housing laws
to rental units. Doing so should be Palo Alto’s highest housing priority, DuBois and Kou argue in the new memo. They propose that
the percentage of units that should be designated as below-market
rate in rental properties be set between 15% and 25%.
Under the proposal, the units would be set aside for residents
with incomes in the “extremely low” (between 0% and 30% of
area median income), “very low” (31% to 50%) and “low” (51%
to 80%) categories.
The memo also proposes updating the city’s zoning ordinance to
ensure that when density bonuses are applied to a mixed-use project, these bonuses get devoted to the project’s housing component
to the extent legally possible. When such a bonus is applied, about
20% to 25% of the bonus units should be dedicated to affordable
housing.
While affordable housing is the main focus of the memo, some
of its other suggestions are broader in scope. The memo proposes,
for example, that the city increase its development impact fees for
commercial projects — a policy change that the council approved
in December 2016 and then significantly scaled back three months
later when new council members were sworn in.
The council is scheduled to discuss the memo on Monday, Sept. 23. Q
—Gennady Sheyner

Police probe East Palo Alto’s first 2019 homicide
East Palo Alto police are investigating the city’s first homicide
case of the year: A Sept. 7 shooting that injured a man who died
two days later, police said this week.
The shooting near East Bayshore Road and Pulgas Avenue took
place around 8:35 p.m. when the man was allegedly involved in
an “illegal transaction” that led to a dispute, which ended when
someone shot him, Police Chief Al Pardini wrote in a community
update released Wednesday.
The man, identified by the San Mateo County Coroner’s Office
as 24-year-old Victor Eduardo Gomez Rios of Menlo Park, was
transported to a hospital for life-threatening injuries and was pronounced dead two days later.
Detectives are investigating the fatal shooting and haven’t released a physical description of the alleged shooter, who hadn’t
been arrested as of Thursday morning, police Cmdr. Jeff Liu said.
The shooting doesn’t appear to be “a random act of violence.”
“We don’t believe there’s any threat to the general public from
this person,” Liu said.
The city’s last homicide occurred on Dec. 13, 2018, when a man
was fatally shot in the 1200 block of Beech Street just blocks away
from Martin Luther King Park.
East Palo Alto police are also investigating a Sept. 14 shooting in
which a 42-year-old was shot in the head by his 26-year-old son in
a possible case of mistaken identity. The father was transported to
a hospital in stable condition and the son was charged by the San
Mateo County District Attorney’s Office on Monday. Q
— Palo Alto Weekly staff
LET’S DISCUSS: Read the latest local news headlines and talk
about the issues at Town Square at PaloAltoOnline.com/square
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Upfront

Wastewater

Public Agenda

(continued from page 5)

A preview of Palo Alto government meetings next week
CITY COUNCIL ... The council plans to meet in a closed session
to discuss a lease agreement over Cubberley Community Center.
The council then plans to hold a study session about expansion
opportunities for recycled water from the Regional Water Quality
Control Plant; discuss the city’s response to Caltrain’s long-term
business plan; and consider a memo from council members DuBois
and Kou about affordable housing. The closed session is scheduled
for 5 p.m. on Monday, Sept. 23. The rest of the meeting will begin
at 6:30 p.m. or as soon as possible after the closed session in the
Council Chambers at City Hall, 250 Hamilton Ave.
COUNCIL FINANCE COMMITTEE ... The committee plans to accept
the CalPERS pension annual valuation reports. The meeting will begin
at 5:30 p.m. on Tuesday, Sept. 24, in the Community Meeting Room
at City Hall, 250 Hamilton Ave.
BOARD OF EDUCATION STUDY SESSION ... The board will hold a
special study session to discuss renewal of the school district’s parcel
tax. The meeting will begin at 5 p.m. on Tuesday, Sept. 24, at the
district office, 25 Churchill Ave.
BOARD OF EDUCATION ... The board will discuss several policies;
the design, budget and contracts for the renovation of Palo Alto
High School’s Tower Building and piping replacement as well as for
new Gunn High School buildings and gym renovations, among other
items. The meeting will begin at 6:30 p.m. on Tuesday, Sept. 24, at the
district office, 25 Churchill Ave.
PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION ... The commission plans
to consider amending the park improvement ordinance for the
Rinconada Park Improvement Project, update Park and Open Space
regulations; and consider a pilot project for increasing Foothills Park
access. The meeting will begin at 7 p.m. on Tuesday, Sept. 24, in the
Council Chambers at City Hall, 250 Hamilton Ave.

Felipe’s
Markets
Organic & Conventional Produce/ Local Dairy/
Imported Cheese/ European & Mediterranean Specialties

PRODUCE SPECIALS

Red Bell
Peppers

$

Prices valid through Sept., 20-26, 2019

Cluster
Tomatoes

Bananas

Red Seedless
Grapes

99¢

49¢

99¢

Strauss
Milk

Goodwill
Russian
Buckwheat

1.49
per lb.

per lb.

per lb.

per lb.

GROCERY SPECIALS

Berkeley
Farms Milk

$

2.99

Nulaid
Large Eggs

$

per gallon

1.99

per dozen

$

6.99

per gallon

$

1.29

per 800g

Subscribe to our websites to receive a 10% OFF Coupon

Visit us at any of our three locations!
Cupertino Market

Felipe’s Market

Foothill Produce

19725 Stevens Creek Blvd
Cupertino, Ca 95014
(408) 777-9111

1101 W. El Camino Real
Sunnyvale, Ca 94087
(408) 720-8111

2310 Homestead Rd Ste. D
Los Altos, Ca 94024
(408) 735-7775

CupertinoMarket.com

FelipesMarket.com

FoothillProduce.com
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Under the tentative terms of the
agreement, Valley Water (which
until this year was known as the
Santa Clara Valley Water District)
would contribute $16 million to
help Palo Alto build the $20-million plant. In addition to being
turned into potable water, the less
salty wastewater could also be sold
to more customers for irrigation
and other non-potable uses.
A major provision of the proposed agreement calls for Palo
Alto to transfer about half of the
treated effluent to the other location for further treatment and reuse.
Valley Water would be expected
to set up a transferring system for
the wastewater within 13 years,
after which time it would receive
effluent deliveries from the Palo
Alto plant for the next 63 years.
The long time frame is needed to
“justify the large capital investment
and meet Valley Water’s long-term
water-supply-planning objectives,”
according to a new report from the
Department of Public Works.
If approved by the City Council
and by the city’s wastewater-plant
partners, the agreement would significantly expand the reach of the
city’s recycled water, which today
is used for irrigation in Shoreline
Park and at the Baylands Links
Golf Course. The desalination
plant would allow about 60 commercial customers in Mountain
View to instantly join the system.
Palo Alto’s experimentation with
turning treated wastewater into potable water would be a significant
shift for the city, which currently
gets about 85% of its water from
the Tuolumne River in Yosemite
(the remainder comes from local
reservoirs) and which takes great
pride in the water’s pristine quality.
As such, the Valley Water plan
may end up pitting Palo Alto’s environmental bona fides against the
“ick” factor of drinking treated
effluent.
But it may be an idea whose time
has come: The council last year
signaled its support for the Bay
Delta Plan, which would require
the Tuolumne and other tributaries of the San Joaquin River to
have “unimpeded flow” of at least
40% between February and June.
The Public Works report notes
that adoption of the Bay Delta
Plan would reduce the amount of
Tuolumne River water available
during dry years to Peninsula cities

like Palo Alto, which get their water from the San Francisco Public
Utilities Commission through the
Hetch Hetchy system.
The San Francisco PUC has publicly opposed the plan, characterizing it as a threat to the region’s
water supplies.
“The decision to support the Bay
Delta Plan reaffirmed council’s
commitment to reduce the city’s
dependence on imported water,”
the report states. “Water reuse is
one of a limited number of watersupply alternatives to imported
water,” the report states.
As part of the agreement, Palo
Alto would gain assurance that if
its water allotment falls short —
either because of a drought or because of new state regulations — it
would be able to tap into Valley
Water’s water supplies.
The deal would also bring new
revenue to Palo Alto and its wastewater plant partners. Once Valley
Water installs the necessary pipelines to transfer the treated wastewater, it would pay $1 million annually to the cities. That funding
would be distributed based on how
much effluent each city has contributed to the plant.
At a meeting of the Utilities
Advisory Committee earlier this
month, staff from Public Works
and Utilities departments touted
the environmental benefits of the
proposed partnership with the Water District. For one thing, the deal
would cut down waste: In 2018,
the plant treated 19,447 acre-feet
of wastewater, of which 96% was
discharged to the bay and the remainder was used for irrigation in
Palo Alto and Mountain View.
Phil Bobel, assistant director in
the Public Works Department, also
said the new plant would cut the
salt levels in the treated water by
half, from the current level of 800
parts per million to about 400 parts
per million. As such, it would assuage concerns from irrigators that
the current recycled water would
harm redwood trees and other sensitive plants.
Karla Dailey, senior resource
planner at the Utilities Department,
highlighted the value of having another supplier that the city can turn
to if for some reason the San Francisco Public Utilities Commission
has to reduce its allotment to Palo
Alto. The city currently gets about
10 million gallons per day from the
system.
“It’s another tool that Palo Alto
would have in its tool-belt down the
road as the future unfolds and as

CityView
A round-up

of Palo Alto government action this week

City Council (Sept. 16)

Utilities: The council adopted a rule allowing neighborhoods with underground
utilities to request “special facilities” such as underground vaults for
transformers, provided the residents pay for the incremental cost of the utility
upgrades. Yes: Cormack, DuBois, Filseth, Fine, Kniss, Tanaka No: Kou
Business Tax: The council directed staff to continue exploring a measure for
the 2020 ballot to create a business tax based on head count, gross receipts or
square footage. Yes: Cormack, DuBois, Filseth, Fine, Kniss, Kou No: Tanaka

LET’S DISCUSS: Read the latest local news headlines and talk
about the issues at Town Square at PaloAltoOnline.com/square

we see what happens with climate
change and regulations and the
state and all the other things that
will not be known for a while,”
Dailey said.
The city’s proposed agreement
with Valley Water is the latest example of Palo Alto’s increasingly
regional approach to planning
for future water supply. Palo Alto
serves on a recently formed Joint
Recycled Water Advisory Committee, which also includes Mountain
View and East Palo Alto. Also, it
has recently agreed to shift some
of its allocations of Hetch Hetchy
water to East Palo Alto, where supply challenges temporarily halted
development.
Gary Kremen, Palo Alto’s representative on the Valley Water board
of directors, lauded the deal and
said the most important thing Palo
Alto would get is a “guaranteed call
option to our diverse water supply,”
which includes water from various
regional systems, some spanning as
far as Redding. The city will also
get the assurance of knowing that
its recycled water is pure enough to
be safe for local trees, Kremen said.
“What is the value of being able
to assure that Palo Alto’s foliage
and trees are there? You cannot pay
enough for that — unless you’re
anti-trees,” Kremen said.
The commission largely approved the tentative plans, though
Chair Michael Danaher urged staff
from the city and the water district
to include some assurances in the
contract that would not only guarantee the water supply but also
ensure a reasonable price. Because
both entities are public agencies, the
water would be sold “at cost,” with
neither agency making a profit.
Palo Alto and Valley Water aren’t
the only entities taking a more aggressive approach on recycled water. Los Angeles is moving ahead
with a $2 billion project to recycle
water and make it potable, with the
goal of reducing its imported water
by 35% and aid the city’s goal of
recycling all of its wastewater by
2035, according to the staff report.
San Diego is moving ahead with
a recycled-water project under the
Pure Water San Diego Program
that would provide roughly a third
of the city’s water supply by 2035.
The Los Angeles effort focuses
on “indirect potable reuse,” in
which water is purified by going
through an environmental buffer
such as a groundwater basin. The
San Diego project is an example
of “direct potable reuse,” in which
recycled water is added directly to
the water distribution system.
Commissioner Lisa Forssell
lauded the new Palo Alto proposal,
which she said both looks out for
the city’s interests and considers
the needs of the larger region.
“If we aren’t using our effluent
and there are others in the region
who can turn effluent into a valuable water resource, that’s something that’s worth pursuing,” Forssell said.
The City Council will discuss
the proposed agreements this
Monday. Q
Staff Writer Gennady Sheyner
can be emailed at gsheyner@
paweekly.com.

Upfront
CITY REVENUE

Palo Alto to poll residents
about business tax
Council is split on the details but supports
putting tax measure on 2020 ballot
by Gennady Sheyner

P

alo Alto forged ahead
Monday in its long march
toward placing a business
tax on the 2020 ballot when the
City Council majority signaled its
support for charging local companies to pay for big-ticket transportation projects.
The council did not specify
Monday whether the tax would be
based on employee count, which
is the most common practice by
cities in the region, on payroll or
on square footage. Nor did members reach a consensus on whether
this will be a “special tax” that requires a two-thirds voter majority
to pass or a “general tax” that only
requires a simple majority.
But after hours of sausagemaking, members rallied around
a long motion proposed by City
Councilman Tom DuBois that
authorizes the city to start polling residents and reaching out to
businesses about the proposed
measure.
By a 6-1 vote that in some ways
belied the divisions on the council, members generally endorsed
the decision by the Finance Committee, which agreed that the
business tax revenues should be
used for transportation and affordable housing and that the city
should consider other mechanisms, including a possible bond,
for funding other community
needs, including redevelopment
of Cubberley Community Center
and the next phase of the Junior
Museum and Zoo reconstruction.
The council largely agreed
that transportation should be the
main focus of the measure, with
housing a distant second. A large
percentage of the revenues is
expected to be devoted to grade
separations, the much-debated
realignment of the railroad tracks
so that they no longer intersect
with local streets. The city is now
in the midst of winnowing down
its menu of preferred alternatives
for grade separations at the four
intersections, some of which are
expected to cost more than $1
billion.
Council members clashed, however, over how aggressive the city
should be with the tax measure.
DuBois, who chairs the council’s
Finance Committee, suggested
that the measure should raise
up to $50 million annually, with
about $30 million devoted to the
rail corridor redesign and the rest
devoted to other transportation
projects and to affordable housing.
Councilwoman Liz Kniss took the
opposite view and argued for a
much lighter touch.
And while DuBois favored
a general tax, with some revenues going to the general fund

to support basic city services to
the benefit of all residents, Kniss
aligned with the business leaders
and said the city should mount
a “special tax,” which spells out
exactly how the money should be
spent.
In making his proposal, DuBois
noted that Palo Alto is one of few
cities in the region that doesn’t
have a business tax. As such, it is
“decades behind,” he said.
Kniss said the DuBois’ proposal
is relying too much on businesses
and questioned whether the proposed scheme constitutes “need
or greed.” The idea of raising $50
million from a tax is “taking us
over a boundary that is making me
very uncomfortable,” Kniss said.
“Are we at the greed level? Do
we need another $50 million a
year in income for our budget?”
Kniss said.
But DuBois held that such a tax
would boost businesses as well.
“If we can address our congestion issues or affordable housing
issues — those are long-term benefits to both residents and businesses,” DuBois said.
Several business leaders attended the Monday meeting and
encouraged the council to either
drop the tax proposal or to involve
local businesses in crafting the
proposal. Some argued that whatever benefits the city gains from
the tax should be used for projects
that support businesses, including
economic development. Others,
including Judy Kleinberg, president of the Palo Alto Chamber

of Commerce, argued that the
measure, if approved, should be a
“special tax,” subject to a moredifficult two-thirds approval.
Only a special tax, she said, would
provide the city with the needed
transparency and accountability.
Barbara Gross, a member of the
Palo Alto Downtown Business Association board of directors, noted
that grade separations are an improvement that will benefit everyone and, as such, should rely on
revenues from all sectors of the city.
“We feel from the business perspective that everyone should be
willing to pay for those improvements,” Gross said. “For a city to
raise capital and to address the
needs, everybody needs to contribute their fair share.”
Georgie Gleim, owner of Gleim
the Jeweler and member of the
Downtown Business Association
board, concurred.
“Projects like this should not
be all on the backs of businesses,”
Gleim said.
Most council members, however, agreed that the business
tax is just one of many revenue
sources that would be needed to
fund grade separations. Former
Mayor Pat Burt noted that a major source is Measure B, the 2016
county measure that raised sales
taxes for transportation improvement. It’s only fair that businesses
also chip in, he said.
Burt said Silicon Valley has
historically been a very “low
tax” area for businesses and that
the tax Palo Alto is considering
would amount to a premium of
about 1%.
“The notion that businesses
would pick up and leave over a
1% premium is completely out of
kilter,” Burt said.
Others weren’t as sure. Deputy
City Manager Michelle Poche
Flaherty said the city is trying to
find a “sweet spot” between getting the revenues it needs without
imposing too much burden on
the business community. Some

Online This Week

These and other news stories were posted on Palo Alto Online
throughout the week. For longer versions, go to www.PaloAlto
Online.com/news.

Man shot in head by son
A 42-year-old Sunnyvale man was allegedly shot by his son in a
possible case of mistaken identity in East Palo Alto early Saturday
morning, according to police and the San Mateo County District
Attorney’s Office. (Posted Sept. 17, 9:51 a.m.)

Former Palo Alto school employee killed
The Santa Clara County Medical Examiner-Coroner’s Office
has identified two people who died in a fiery head-on collision
in Mountain View on Friday, Sept. 13. One of the victims, Sarah
Renazco,27, worked at Escondido Elementary last school year,
according to the Santa Clara County Medical Examiner Coroner’s
Office. (Posted Sept. 17, 9:48 a.m.)

Rule on utility boxes sparks pushback
Palo Alto residents who enjoy the benefits of having all electric
equipment underground in their neighborhood and who wish to
keep it that way for the foreseeable future will have to pay for that
privilege under the city’s new rules. (Posted Sept. 16, 8:58 p.m.)
Want to get news briefs emailed to you every weekday?
Sign up for Express, our daily e-edition.
Go to PaloAltoOnline.com/express to sign up.

businesses, particularly in Stanford Research Park, contribute
significant property and sales tax
revenues. Losing these key tenants, she said, could prove very
costly.
Tiffany Griego, managing director of Stanford Research Park,
concurred and noted that the
park brought in about $36 million in revenues for the city and
the school district. She urged the
council to tread carefully on putting together a tax proposal.
“Businesses large and small do
weigh the costs of doing business
in Palo Alto, and how businessfriendly a city is, before making
decisions about making their
point of sale,” Griego said. “They
take all of this into account.”
The council agreed that the new
tax shouldn’t be too onerous and
that it should bring in enough revenue to comprise between 1% and
10% of the general fund, which
currently stands at $232 million.
City Councilman Greg Tanaka,
the lone dissenter in the 6-1 vote,
said the city is “putting the cart
before the horse” by creating a tax

without first figuring out exactly
how much money it needs for the
projects it wants to pursue.
“There aren’t enough specific
reasons for the tax,” Tanaka said.
But City Councilwoman Alison
Cormack, who sits on the Finance
Committee, generally supported
the idea of moving ahead with
a tax. The city has been dealing
with issues of transportation and
housing for the past century and
the current budget does not meet
these needs, she said.
“I think it’s pretty clear that we
need to make some major investments in our transportation infrastructure and services,” Cormack
said. Q
Staff Writer Gennady Sheyner
can be emailed at gsheyner@
paweekly.com.

TALK ABOUT IT

PaloAltoOnline.com
Would you vote for a Palo Alto
business tax? Discuss the topic with
others in the community in Town
Square, the online discussion forum
at PaloAltoOnline.com/square.

Earthwise presents
SEPT

27
SEPT

Sun Kil Moon

american folk rock

30

Molly Tuttle Band

OCT

11

Amendola / Dunn
/ Greenlief

OCT

Tom Harrell
Quartet

24
OCT

25

bluegrass & americana

jazz improvisers

jazz trumpeter

Free show at Palo Alto Art Center

“Hands of Orlac”
1924 scary ﬁlm with
live original score

Mitchell Park
Community Center
Palo Alto
For more information:
(650) 305-0701 or eventbrite.com
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Proposing a responsible General Use
Permit. Elevating the community.
Stanford is committed to Santa Clara County and the surrounding area we call home. We’ve made it
part of our mission to contribute to the health and quality of life of our community. Over the past
18 years, we’ve met every one of more than 100 annual reporting requirements, and now we’re
proposing a land use permit that’s just as rigorous. We're accelerating solutions to society’s
challenges, at home and around the world.

L E A R N M O R E A T G U P. S T A N F O R D . E D U
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HQT,.GG4GCNV[
6WGUFC[5GRV
      ENCUUGUHQQFTCHƃGHQT4'#IGPVU
'N%COKPQ4GCN2CNQ#NVQ
650-857-1000
6
50-857-1
1000
6JCPM[QWHQTCVVGPFKPIQWT)TCPF1RGPKPI
12:00-1pm - Understanding
Escrow Red Flags by Lisa Albritton,
branch manager of Old Republic
Title Palo Alto
Free lunch - sponsored by Beth
Powanda at Old Republic Home
Protection
1pm-1:30pm - GMCC special
creative loan programs to save
your deal by James Jin, owner
of GMCC
1:45pm-2:15pm - Brewer Offord
& Pedersen LLP: Pitfalls on
Non-Contingent Offers
2:15pm-3:00pm - Juliana Lee
3#8GICUVTKRTCHƃG
2 nights/3 days
To RSVP: https://julianalee.com/agent-class
ass
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Upfront

Field trips
(continued from page 5)

File photo/Veronica Weber

Sheila French, center, second-grade Spanish-immersion teacher at Escondido Elementary School, leads
a clapping exercise with her new students, from left, Ashley, Isabella, Nora, Paola and Isabella on the
first day of school on Aug 14.

provides scholarships to needy
students for this trip, however.)
“Our No. 1 obligation is to make
sure that we’re keeping students
safe, bottom line,” Brown said.
“The world — it’s a very uncertain
place. To put our youngest children
out of our direct control where we
cannot protect safety and security
we think justifies this decision
anywhere in the world right now.”
The district followed its procedures in making this decision,
Brown said. Under board policy,
schools submit requests for out-ofstate, out-of-country or overnight
travel to the superintendent or a
designee, who determines whether
the travel should be recommended for approval to the Board of
Education. Parent input is not a
required part of the process, she
noted.
Several parents who were taken
aback by what they described as
a “unilateral” decision that lacked

Public Notices
995 Fictitious Name
Statement

and
the
PRESENT

CAREGIVER
CONFERENCE

“CAREGIVING RE-IMAGINED”

Saturday, September 28
8:00am-3:30pm
MOUNTAIN VIEW SENIOR CENTER,
266 Escuela Avenue, Mountain View
Parking is free.

Conference attendees will enjoy your
choice of 9 info-packed workshops plus:
• Morning coffee & orange juice
• Inspiring Keynote speech
• Delicious lunch provided by BridgePoint
at Los Altos
• Afternoon dessert and beverages
• Access to sponsors who are
expert service providers
• Special group sessions
• Door prizes
EARLY BIRD REGISTRATION
SPECIAL: $40
Rose Kleiner Families, Avenidas and
Village Members: $35
After September 20: $45 or $50 at the door

Call (650) 289-5445 for more information
or sign up at www.avenidas.org
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PALO ALTO MASTERS
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
File No.: FBN657745
The following person (persons) is (are)
doing business as:
Palo Alto Masters, located at 777
Embarcadero Rd., Palo Alto, CA 94303,
Santa Clara County.
This business is owned by: A Corporation.
The name and residence address of the
registrant(s) is(are):
TEAM SHEEPER, INC.
501 Laurel St.
Menlo Park, CA 94025
Registrant has not yet begun to transact
business under the fictitious business
name(s) listed above.
This statement was filed with the County
Clerk-Recorder of Santa Clara County on
August 13, 2019.
(PAW Aug. 30; Sep. 6, 13, 20, 2019)
GREEN LEAF PAINTING
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
File No.: FBN658330
The following person (persons) is (are)
doing business as:
Green Leaf Painting, located at 452
Boynton Avenue Apt. 206, San Jose, CA
95117, Santa Clara County.
This business is owned by: An Individual.
The name and residence address of the
registrant(s) is(are):
RICHARD NUNEZ
452 Boynton Avenue Apt. 206
San Jose, CA 95117
Registrant began transacting business
under the fictitious business name(s)
listed above on 08/29/2019.
This statement was filed with the County
Clerk-Recorder of Santa Clara County on
August 29, 2019.
(PAW Sep. 20, 27; Oct. 4, 11, 2019)

997 All Other Legals
NOTICE OF PETITION TO ADMINISTER
ESTATE OF: NAKUL PRATAP SARAIYA
Case No.: 19PR186528
To all heirs, beneficiaries, creditors,
contingent creditors, and persons who
may otherwise be interested in the will
or estate, or both, of NAKUL PRATAP
SARAIYA.
A Petition for Probate has been filed by:
VIVEKA ANJANA SARAIYA in the Superior
Court of California, County of SANTA
CLARA.
The Petition for Probate requests that:

VIVEKA ANJANA SARAIYA be appointed as
personal representative to administer the
estate of the decedent.
The petition requests authority to
administer the estate under the
Independent Administration of Estates
Act. (This authority will allow the personal
representative to take many actions
without obtaining court approval. Before
taking certain very important actions,
however, the personal representative will
be required to give notice to interested
persons unless they have waived notice
or consented to the proposed action.) The
independent administration authority will
be granted unless an interested person
files an objection to the petition and
shows good cause why the court should
not grant the authority.
A HEARING on the petition will be held on
October 28, 2019 at 9:01 a.m. in Dept.: 13
of the Superior Court of California, County
of Santa Clara, located at 191 N. First St.,
San Jose, CA, 95113.
If you object to the granting of the
petition, you should appear at the
hearing and state your objections or file
written objections with the court before
the hearing. Your appearance may be in
person or by your attorney.
If you are a creditor or a contingent
creditor of the decedent, you must file
your claim with the court and mail a copy
to the personal representative appointed
by the court within the later of either
(1) four months from the date of first
issuance of letters to a general personal
representative, as defined in section 58 (b)
of the California Probate Code, or (2) 60
days from the date of mailing or personal
delivery to you of a notice under section
9052 of the California Probate Code. Other
California statutes and legal authority
may affect your rights as a creditor. You
may want to consult with an attorney
knowledgeable in California law.
You may examine the file kept by the
court. If you are a person interested in
the estate, you may file with the court a
Request for Special Notice (form DE-154)
of the filing of an inventory and appraisal
of estate assets or of any petition or
account as provided in Probate Code
section 1250. A Request for Special Notice
form is available from the court clerk.
Attorney for Petitioner:
Peter S. Stern
350 Cambridge Avenue, Suite 330
Palo Alto, CA 94306
(650) 326-2282
(PAW Sep. 6, 13, 20, 2019)

Call Alicia Santillan at 650-223-6578 or email asantillan@
paweekly.com for assistance with your legal advertising needs.

transparency and clarity spoke
out at the school board’s Sept.
10 meeting. They said it was unclear how the decision was made
and by whom. Several Escondido
parents asked the board to review
the staff’s decision and place it
on the board’s agenda for a future
meeting.
“Excluding firsthand expertise
tends to lead to poor decisions
overall,” said Lena Russell, the
parent of a fourth-grade Spanishimmersion student.
“I only have one child and I
wanted her to have this experience,” another Spanish-immersion
mother said. “I think we should
also acknowledge that parents are
sending their children and can
weigh the risk of a program like
this.”
The Spanish-immersion trip,
which has taken place since 2000,
is the only school-sponsored international trip for elementary
students in the district. Mandarinimmersion parents from Ohlone
Elementary School sponsor their
own trip to China, according to
Brown.
The district closely monitors
conditions in Mexico each year
for the trip and warns families and
the teachers involved that it can be
canceled, even at the last minute.
It was canceled once before due to
safety concerns, Brown said.
Simões de Carvalho said she
learned of the district’s decision
the week that the school year
began, when she reached out to
Brown to ask whether she should
start the necessary paperwork for
the trip. She had repeated discussions with parents and staff last
year about security in Mexico
leading up to the trip.
“It is a trip that supports the
Spanish-immersion experience
and ... that the teachers have put
a lot of thought in making it a rewarding experience. I completely
agree with that concept,” Simões
de Carvalho said. “But then I
weigh the fact that as a school and
a school district, one of our major
responsibilities besides educating
children is that we’re not creating
situations where we’re going to be
putting kids in any kind of harm’s
way.”
The two Escondido teachers
who plan the excursion are now
arranging a non-school-sponsored
trip to Guanajuato for next summer for families who still want
to go. Escondido has agreed to
provide space for planning meetings, fundraising, use of a copy
machine and distribution of materials related to the alternative trip.
Escondido is also sending
Spanish-immersion fifth graders
this year to an overnight science
camp field trip with their peers in
the school’s English-only classes.
At the board meeting, Superintendent Don Austin said the district would provide a written explanation to families to make clear
the district’s rationale and process.
“At a minimum we will all have
the same information in front of
us,” he said. Q
Staff Writer Elena Kadvany
can be emailed at ekadvany@
paweekly.com.

Upfront

File photo/Veronica Weber

Firefighter/paramedic Carlos Gracia, center, loads a ladder back onto a fire engine while firefighter
Mike Ortiz, right, loads breathing tanks back onto the engine following a training exercise outside of
Station 6 in 2015.
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union before placing the measure
on the ballot — in violation of the
Meyers-Milias-Brown-Act, which
governs employee negotiations.
The argument swayed PERB,
which ruled in the union’s favor
in 2014 and ordered the city to
rescind the resolution that placed
Measure D on the ballot. The city
then appealed the decision to the
Sixth District Court of Appeal,
which concurred with PERB’s
findings but determined that the
labor relations board doesn’t have
the authority to order that the resolution be rescinded. (PERB subsequently revised its order to comply
with the appellate court’s decision,
though it still maintained that the
measure should be repealed.)
While recent court rulings supported the union’s claims that the
city failed to negotiate in good
faith, they did not achieve the firefighters’ prime objective: restoring
binding arbitration, a policy that
the union sees as a useful tool for
reaching a compromise, particularly given that state law bars public-safety unions from striking.
Battalion Chief Ryan Stoddard,
president of IAFF, Local 1319,
told the Weekly that binding arbitration “provides for a fair mechanism to settle disputes, a transparent process that we strongly
believe should be a basic right for
all labor groups.”
Proponents of the appeal, including the majority the 2011
council, argued that the clause
has handcuffed the city in its
negotiations with the unions and
prevented the city from having
control over its finances. Since the
repeal, the council has scrapped
the “minimum staffing” requirement that formerly required at
least 29 firefighters to be on duty
at one time. And in 2017, the Fire
Department adopted a “crossstaffing” model that leans on a
three-person crew to operate multiple vehicles. The switch allowed
the city to cut 11 positions from
the department last year, leaving
104 positions. The IAFF currently
represents 88 of those.

and employer-employee relations
within the various public agencies.” The application requests
that the attorney general allow
the union to sue “to challenge the
city’s unlawful charter amendment repealing binding interest
arbitration.”
The city’s attorneys, while
conceding the prior courts’ determination that the city had ran
afoul of the labor law, are urging
the attorney general to reject the
firefighters’ application. In their
July 29 filing on behalf of the city,
attorneys Charles Sakai and Eric
Della Santa argued the firefighters union has failed to take action
over the past two years, rendering
its claims “stale.”
Measure D, the city’s attorneys
note, passed almost eight years
ago. And it’s been two years since
the last PERB decision, which
concluded the litigation.
“Despite IAFF declaring its intention to file the present application for leave to sue in quo warranto as early as June 28, 2017, it has
unreasonably and without cause
failed to do so until the present
time,” the city’s attorneys wrote.
They also argued that granting
the union’s request would “run
contrary to the public interest.”
The union, they wrote, refrained
from requesting consultation with
the city over binding arbitration
until the very last meeting, when
the council was scheduled to vote
on placing Measure D on the ballot. Such a late request, they wrote,
is little more than “an attempt to
throw a wrench in the democratic
process and threatens the integrity of a city’s constitutional right
to self-determination of matters
within its plenary authority.”
“Allowing IAFF to intentionally wait until the conclusion of
two-and-a-half months of public
discussion before demanding that
the process move into a private
negotiation is exactly the type of
gamesmanship that has the potential to subvert the entire public
process and therefore cannot be
allowed,” Sakai and Della Santa
wrote. Q
Staff Writer Gennady Sheyner
can be emailed at gsheyner@
paweekly.com.
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(continued from page 5)

At the same time, the council approved last October a new
three-year contract with the firefighters union that boosts the
firefighters’ salaries by 9% over
the course of the contract, with a
3% salary increase in each year.
The city also granted the union an
immediate 2.5% salary increase
to bring it in line with what the
broader market is paying.
Stoddard pointed to the recent
contract negotiations as evidence
that the union has been “working hard to build positive relationships with the city.” Binding
arbitration, he noted in an email,
“is a process that both sides hope
to never use because not using it
would mean that both parties are
working together in a collaborative and effective way, which is always our goal.”
Even so, the union was dismayed to learn earlier this year
that the city does not intend to
repeal Measure D. The union had
hoped the city would comply with
the determinations of PERB and
the appellate court, he said.
“When we last approached the
city to confirm they would indeed
comply, they denied. That left us
no choice but to move forward
with the process,” Stoddard wrote.
The union’s most recent legal
action isn’t entirely surprising.
The union’s attorney informed the
city in 2017 about the union’s intention to pursue the quo warranto
suit. And in January of this year,
the union’s attorneys once again
demanded that the city comply
with the PERB decision and invalidate Measure D. The city
responded that it believes it had
complied with the labor board’s
ruling (it had posted notices, for
example, notifying employees of
the PERB decisions) and that it
would not rescind the measure unless the union were to move ahead
with the quo warranto action.
In its July 12 filing, the union’s
attorney, Kathleen Mastagni
Storm, argued that the city has
“violated the core values” of
the Meyers-Milias-Brown-Act,
which are to “promote full communication between public employers and employees” and “to
improve personnel management
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Editorial
Shikada’s losing strategy
Few government actions are as corrosive
to democracy as refusing to comment
when things go wrong

P

alo Alto City Manager Ed Shikada won’t talk with us. At
his direction, neither will police Chief Bob Jonsen, fire
Chief Geo Blackshire or any other city employee. Which
means, by extension, they won’t talk to you, the citizens of Palo
Alto, either.
It’s not because of something we did, incorrect reporting or any
grudge against the Palo Alto Weekly. It’s because they don’t have
good answers for the questions we are asking.
A critical test for how well a public agency is performing is how
it manages problems, mistakes, criticism and crises, and how it
communicates about them with the public. That is especially true
when it involves the three most basic and essential functions of
local government — law enforcement, fire protection and emergency medical services. Residents need to have confidence that
when they call 911 in an emergency, they’ll get a prompt and
professional response. Sometimes, as detailed in today’s cover
story, life-threatening mistakes happen and the public is entitled
to a full explanation from the public officials who work for them.
A 54-year-old Palo Alto woman was the victim in early June of
a terrifying experience when she sought paramedics for what she
thought was a stroke (it was later diagnosed as a seizure caused
by a brain tumor). Home alone midday, she realized something
was happening to her. She began seeing double and was dizzy
and disoriented. Confused about how to use her phone, she rushed
outside toward the sound of neighbor children shooting baskets.
Stuttering, she asked the boys to call 911 and said she thought
she was going to die.
It was the type of 911 call that dispatchers are trained to handle.
The woman had no reason to doubt paramedics wouldn’t be there
within minutes. It’s one of the benefits of living in Palo Alto that
you hope you’ll never need to use.
The 911 dispatcher immediately got fire department units rolling to the location. Then she asked an odd question of the 14-yearold, who called 911: “Do you think it’s a medical issue or is she
having some type of psychological issue?” The boy hesitantly
responded, “It seems psychological to me, but I am not the one to
make a decision on that.”
With that, the dispatcher concluded the call should be treated
as a “5150” (a psychiatric crisis) and directed the responding
fire units to “stage” around the corner from the woman’s house
and wait for police to respond and assess whether there was any
danger to fire personnel. Paramedics arrived in less than five
minutes but were kept from the woman for almost 15 more minutes while two police officers, dispatched on a non-emergency
basis, responded.
A Weekly investigation of the incident, aided by records, dispatch recordings and police body cam footage provided by the
woman, who had to engage an attorney to obtain them from the
city, found that the dispatcher violated city policy regarding the
staging of fire and medical responders but that the police officers
compounded the problem and also violated numerous department
polices. Their treatment of the woman, documented in the body
cam footage, is excruciating to watch as the officer attempted
for five minutes to lead the woman to say she needed psychiatric
help.
As improper as the actions by police were in this case, the
response of Shikada, City Attorney Molly Stump and senior
city staff is equally disturbing. Stump’s office initially refused
requests made by both the family and the Weekly for various
records, citing an exception in the Public Records Act for “investigative” records, an assertion that was clearly wrong legally and
an attempt to avoid public scrutiny.
Then Shikada informed the Weekly that he would not permit
any city employees or managers to be interviewed about the incident, even though the woman gave her permission. Over the
next two weeks, Shikada changed his mind several times about
whether he would agree to answer questions or allow other city
staff to be interviewed. He eventually decided to do neither. He
provided a short statement that said policies were being “reinforced” and some trainings had taken place.
Shikada is just nine months into his tenure as city manager, but
his decision to offer no explanation or details to the public and
his refusal to answer questions undermines trust and confidence
in city staff and disrespects the public’s right to know about mistakes made and how they are corrected.
It’s not too late, Mr. Shikada, to make an apology to the woman
and her family and announce in detail what the city has learned
from this incident so it will not recur. Q
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Spectrum
Editorials, letters and opinions

This week on Town Square
Town Square is an online discussion forum at PaloAltoOnline.com/square
In response to ‘Business tax
proposal moves ahead in Palo
Alto’

In response to ‘School district:
No more international field trips
for elementary students’

Posted Sept. 18 at 12:17 p.m. by Pat Burt,
a resident of Community Center
As Tom Dubois explained on Monday, Palo
Alto has three big needs that current revenues
are far short from being able to address adequately: traffic congestion, affordable housing
and grade separations. Addressing these needs
is essential to the well-being of everyone, residents and the business community alike.
Each of these problems is being compounded
by the huge growth in our region’s high tech
industries, but Silicon Valley remains an exceptionally low local business tax region with
Palo Alto being one of the few communities
with no business tax. In contrast, the average
business tax rate in local communities is less
than 5% what San Francisco charges businesses,
yet tech companies continue to expand there at
rapid rates. Clearly, even SF’s rates represent
only a small fraction of the large cost premiums
that tech companies are willing to pay to be
located here.
Palo Alto is overdue for its larger businesses
to pay their share to meet the critical needs they
have created. ...
Most communities either exempt or heavily
discount smaller businesses and retailers in particular. The City Council has already identified
small retail and hospitality (hotels) as categories for lower rates or complete exemptions.
The problem of losing small, values local retailers is an important issue. ... For over three
years City Council has had a ban on conversion
of retail to other uses. This has also helped to
reduce the rate of rent increases on the retail
sector.
The problems those businesses are facing are
multiple: online competition, along with traffic and housing choking off the availability of
retail workers while imposing severe hardships
on their remaining workers. Those are the issues that the proposed tax would be targeting.

Posted Sept. 17 at 8:56 a.m. by Paul Losch, a
resident of Community Center:
There are policy questions and implementation questions. My opinion is that at a policy
level, such trips should be supported, encouraged and even expanded. I do not detect from
this reporting that the PAUSD school board or
administration have addressed this policy question, and the decision relating to the Escondido
trip was largely tactical in nature.
Implementation should be a no-brainer. There
are numerous age-appropriate venues for children that are safe and enlightening. Funding
does not have to come from the district, but the
district discouraging or forbidding such trips is
disgraceful — especially if such decisions are
based on a particular destination, which could
be changed if circumstances warrant it.

In response to ‘Two council
members call for greater focus
on ‘affordable’ housing’
Posted Sept. 18 at 11 a.m. by Judith Wasserman, a resident of Leland Manor/Garland
Drive
Historically, all low-cost housing has been
either subsidized or directly built by the government. When the state budget had a problem,
they tried to solve it by eliminating redevelopment agencies, which were a big source of lowcost housing. Nothing has taken its place.
The city of Palo Alto has NO methodology for
building anything except public buildings. The
only thing it can do is get out of the way of the
nonprofits that want to, and keep the NIMBYs
out of the process.

In response to ‘Top-ranked
but “viscerally” disappointing:
New book details one family’s
challenges in Palo Alto schools’
Posted Sept. 13 at 4:43 p.m. by Elizabeth
Wahl, a resident of Charleston Gardens:
I had three children in the Palo Alto Unified
School District. I have a Ph.D. from Stanford
University and a B.A. from Yale and now teach
at The Harker School in San Jose. Yet, I couldn’t
even get an interview in PAUSD, so I think there
is a problem in the hiring process. PAUSD does
seem to opt for cheaper, fresh out of college
teachers and won’t consider older teachers like
myself who live here and wouldn’t be leaving
in a year or two because of the cost of living.
That aside, I respectfully disagree with the
author that we need to implement more Asianstyle rote learning practices. My youngest is
now at Carnegie Mellon University and has
turned out to be an amazing theoretical mathematician, but his skills did not manifest until
high school. Measuring students’ capabilities
on their ability to do arithmetic in elementary
school is not necessarily a reliable predictor of
how they will do when they reach higher level math that requires very different cognitive
skills.
Overall, I feel that PAUSD served my three
boys well, and they had very different learning styles and interests. We left the district for
three years to go to New Mexico, and we had to
put our children in private school because the
public schools were so deficient.
I suggest that PAUSD focus on teacher and
administrator retention by considering qualified applicants who may be older and have more
experience but who are likely to stay. I also recommend that PAUSD continue to try to keep
class sizes small and allow teachers as much
flexibility as they need to teach effectively.

Check out Town Square!
Hundreds of local topics are being discussed by local residents
on Town Square, a reader forum sponsored by the Weekly at
PaloAltoOnline.com/square. Post your own comments, ask questions
or just stay up on what people are talking about around town!

Guest Opinion

The big ‘cell’
by David Hirsch

C

ell towers
(the installation
of
small cell equipment on existing
utility poles in Palo
Alto) have been a
hot topic for a couple of years now.
Elaborate technical
drawings describing a network of
transmission equipment on existing wood
poles in residential areas and metal poles
in downtown with the potential of vaults
under the street have been presented to the
Planning and Community Environment Department, partially reviewed by the Architectural Review Board and finally voted on
by the Council.
Telephone companies were given the
green light to proceed in recent years, even
as the city has continued to refine its preferred design for the new equipment.
But once the train has left the station,
how will it be stopped? A report from the
planning department that evaluated the appropriateness of the designs is not likely to
provide any substantive new directives. The
Architectural Review Board was mostly
marginalized during the review process,
although members voiced significant concerns regarding the aesthetics, as well as
the functionality of the varied telecom cell
tower designs and their impact on the immediate physical environment.
From my personal experience as an

Letters
Castilleja DEIR cost/
benefit
Editor,
Many letters to the editor
published in the Weekly have
described how the loss of trees
and homes would degrade the
residential character of the surrounding neighborhood if Castilleja School’s proposed underground garage goes forward, and
there has been much discussion
about whether parents would actually queue up to use the garage
facility to drop off and pick up
their children.
Here are the facts describing
what the proposed garage would
provide: The most recent set
of plans, dated Aug. 22, 2019,
page G.001, states that current
above grade parking spaces are
86 and that the proposed above
grade parking spaces are 26
(a net loss of 60 above grade
parking spaces). The garage as
it is described on page AA202 shows 116 spaces. If you
add 116 to 26, the total number
of parking spaces proposed is
142. There are currently 86, so

architect in New York City tasked with
improving the streetscape in local commercial districts and as a resident of a landmark
brownstone neighborhood, I have become
keenly aware of the value of street space
as a precious shared public commodity
subject to, and limited by, the requirements
of public utilities. Only since the need for
advanced communication has street space
been additionally burdened by large, ugly,
metal street enclosures installed by private
telecom companies without consideration
of the constriction of the pedestrian space
or urban aesthetic. This is also true here in
Palo Alto.
At the several Architectural Review
Board hearings of the different telecom presentations, it became obvious that there are
differences between one company’s equipment and another’s. For one thing, some
manufacturers of the small cell equipment
are concerned enough to minimize their
antennas and related radio equipment. City
Planning had requested an analysis of one
telecom’s proposals by an outside consultant, and they were given the opportunity to
accept their consultant’s advice and demand
that the telecoms use the most miniaturized
equipment. No such directive was considered. I believe this was because the City’s
legal counsel was concerned that this might
require litigation and that the telecoms had
the right to impose any design on Palo Alto
by Federal Communications Commission
(FCC) regulation. This is why the Architectural Review Board has been sidelined
from continuing their review of this entire

that is a net gain of 56 spaces.
The plans also show that 17 of
these spaces are tandem, which
means cars park one behind another, requiring much planning
and coordination to actually use
these spaces unless you have a
valet on hand. That leaves a net
gain of 39 easily useable parking spaces. Who is studying the
cost/benefit analysis of this project? How are the huge impacts
to this community and years of
wrangling as the residents try to

cell tower issue and the many voices that,
for one reason or another, have objected to
these installations have not been heeded.
Even if this miniaturization happened,
I am still bothered by the use of the public
wooden neighborhood poles to host these
new cell towers and thus suggest that the
companies are required to install all new
metal poles, which probably should be located on the opposite side of the street from
the existing wood ones so that there is a fair
distribution on each block. Consider some
of the positive outcomes of this unexplored
concept:
Q Some of the equipment and all of the
wiring would be internal to the pole.
Q There would be no conflict with other
utilities as there is at the top of the existing
40-foot-high wood poles.
Q Because these new poles will be structured on new concrete footings, they will be
structurally sound.
Q The height would be determined by
engineering requirements rather than space
availability.
Q The poles could be selected from a variety of appropriate manufactured designs
and painted to look appropriate in their residential neighborhood.
Q The communication systems could be
easily modified for future upgrades (such
as to 5G).
Q Liability issues would be simplified.
Q There would be more flexibility to coordinate pole locations to avoid legitimate
neighborhood concerns.

retain their residential block balanced against a private school’s
net gain of merely 39 useable
parking spaces?
Andie Reed
Melville Avenue

Bikes and accident
rates in Palo Alto
Editor,
I write to you about the traffic flow of bikes and cars at
the schools. For example, I
go to Gunn High School and I

So either this alternate concept should be
considered or an immediate review of the entire group of telecom standards ought to be
developed so that the imminent installations
are sized to have a minimal impact on the
Palo Alto neighborhood streetscape.
I can’t imagine a citizen revolt to take
back the public space or restrict the telecoms
in New York City, but this is Palo Alto where
public expression counts. Improved telecommunications are needed, but how they are
achieved ought to be given the broadest design review and public consideration.
There is a larger subject in the lesson here.
A few years ago there was a competition to
build a bridge across U.S. Highway 101 and
several of the entrants, architects, provided
wonderful, creative solutions. These died
when the reality of funding the construction
was considered. But the process should not
be discarded. Whether it is planning proposals such as for Cubberley Community Center
or the North Ventura neighborhood coordinated-area plan or a bridge across 101 or a
critical analysis of cell towers, there should
be a moment when planning and engineering
stops and creativity takes charge. It happened
at the Magical Bridge playground. Q
David Hirsch is a fairly new Palo
Alto resident who was an architect
in New York City, designed schools
and other public structures, and
specialized in affordable/supportive
housing. He serves as the most recently
appointed member of the Architectural
Review Board. He can be reached at
davidlhirsch@gmail.com.

experience very, very bad bike
traffic, mostly because of the
other bikes, but also because
there are not enough exits from
campus, which causes congestion because there are around
2,000 people trying to leave at
the same time.
Specifically, I write you for
two reasons. First, I think it
would be helpful to most communities if the city government
would collect, assemble and
make available information from

each community about bicycle
and vehicular traffic hotspots,
and accident rates in the same
areas. Second, as a specific example, the roundabout at Meadow Drive and Ross Road has
experienced multiple accidents
involving bicycles and cars. If
citywide accident rate averages
of this type were known, Palo
Alto would better know if and
when to address them.
Cameron G. How
Alger Drive, Palo Alto

WHAT DO YOU THINK?
The Palo Alto Weekly encourages comments on our coverage
or on issues of local interest.

Should the city provide
residents with purified water
if it was once sewage water?
Submit letters to the editor of up to 300 words to letters@paweekly.com.
Submit guest opinions of 1,000 words to editor@paweekly.com. Include your
name, address and daytime phone number so we can reach you.
We reserve the right to edit contributions for length, objectionable content,
libel and factual errors known to us. Anonymous letters will generally not be
accepted. Submitting a letter to the editor or guest opinion constitutes a granting
of permission to the Palo Alto Weekly and Embarcadero Media to also publish it
online, including in our online archives and as a post on Town Square.
For more information, contact Editorial Assistant Cierra Bailey at cbailey@
paweekly.com or 650-223-6526 or Editor Jocelyn Dong at editor@paweekly.com.
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Edward T. (Terry) Hogan
August 7, 1939 - August 19, 2019
Edward Teryl Hogan,
known to all as Terry,
passed away on August 19
in Palo Alto, twelve days
after his 80th birthday.
He was born on August 7,
1939 in Waukegan, Illinois,
to John and Jewell Hogan.
He graduated in 1957 from
Waukegan Township High
School and in 1961 from
Northwestern University.
Terry joined the Coast
Guard Reserve in 1961
and was stationed at Base
Alameda in California for six months. He then began
working in the management trainee program of Allstate
Insurance Company’s Menlo Park regional office.
In 1960 Terry met his lifetime soulmate and partner,
Elizabeth Livingston, on a blind date. Terry took Liz to
Riverview Amusement Park in Chicago, then to a drive-in
for a hamburger and a root beer. Terry and Liz married in
1963 and settled into an apartment in San Francisco, near
Golden Gate Park. In 1965 they moved down the Peninsula
to Menlo Park, where they lived until buying their home in
Palo Alto in 1973.
In the mid 1970s, Terry transferred to Allstate’s Research
and Planning Center on Middlefield Road in Menlo Park as
personnel, facilities, and budget manager. He worked there
until taking early retirement in December of 1994.
Terry said he was born to be retired, and he looked
forward to every day as an adventure. He liked to golf,
enjoyed playing on various courses, and was a member of
and had once served as tournament director of the Palo
Alto Golf Club. He discovered lawn bowling and was a
natural, serving as a designated coach, tournament chair,
and president of the Palo Alto Lawn Bowls Club. He was
also a member of Fellowship Forum in Palo Alto, having
served as treasurer and president, and a life member of the
Palo Alto Historical Association. Terry appreciated and
supported the arts and culture and was a past president of
the Pacific Musical Society.
In retirement, Terry and Liz had time to travel, with Terry
as trip planner as they explored Europe on their own. Much
to his surprise, he found that he liked cruising, and they
traveled to many out-of-the-way places by ship. Closer to
home were regular outings to Plumas National Forest, the
coast, and San Francisco. Around town it was out for a cup
of coffee, a movie, a walk at the Baylands, or dinner at a
favorite restaurant—if he wasn’t firing up the Big Green Egg
to barbecue at home. Known for his dry sense of humor, he
liked to go into the card store and ask, “Do you have any
cards?” He enjoyed walking around town wearing his John
Deere cap, always getting a reaction from someone. He was
a natural storyteller.
Terry was someone who was completely comfortable with
who he was, at ease in any situation. He was generous. He
saw positives rather than negatives. Family was important
to Terry, and he was sure to attend all family events. He was
a friend to all, young and old, in all walks of life. He will be
greatly missed by all who knew him.
Terry is survived by Liz, his wife of 56 years; two sisters,
Patricia K. Hogan of Waukegan, IL and Mary Loretta
Knight of Santa Rosa, CA; many loving nieces and nephews,
great nieces and nephews, and even great great nieces and
nephews. He was preceded in death by his parents, brother
John “Jackie” J. Hogan Jr., sister Kathryn Schueneman, and
loving aunts and uncles.
A service of remembrance for Terry will be held in
Waukegan, IL on September 21. A local remembrance is
pending. Donations may be made in Terry’s memory to
the American Cancer Society, to the California State Parks
Foundation, or to Mills College.
PAID

Marketplace
AmiCare
SERVICES INCORPORATED

Quality and affordable
services right at the
comfort of your home.

CALL FOR
A FREE NURSE
ASSESSMENT

(650) 526-8810

To place an ad
or get a quote,
contact
Nico Navarrete
at 650.223.6582
or email
digitalads@
paweekly.com.

Employment
Associate - GIB
Associate - GIB sought by BofA Securities Inc. to provide strategic
& financial advice to clients such as mergers & acquisitions
& capital raising alt. Reqs: Bach degree or equiv. & 2 yrs exp.
analyzing industry trends & dynamics in the tech sector;
Conducting bus presentations based on analytical models to
drive bus decisions. Employer will accept a Master’s degree in
stated field as meeting the Bach degree reqt. 10% domestic
travel, as nec. Job Site: Palo Alto, CA. Ref#4074621 & submit
resume to BofA Securities Inc. NY1-050-03-01, 50 Rockefeller
Plaza, New York, NY 10020. No phone calls or emails. EOE.

To place an ad call 650.223.6582 or email digitalads@paweekly.com.

Richard James Raiter
October 8, 1940 - September 7, 2019
A longtime resident of
Palo Alto, Dick was born
in Minneapolis, Minnesota
on October 8, 1940. He
passed away peacefully on
September 7, 2019 at the age
of 78.
Survived by his wife
Joan Raiter, daughter Holly
Madariaga, son-in-law Eric
Madariaga, grandchildren
Ian, Leah and Owen,
brother and sister-in law Bruce and Cheryle Raiter.
He was a Carleton College graduate in 1962, a U.S. Navy
Lieutenant Commander in Naval Aviation from 1962-1966
and in the reserves from 1966-1973. He earned a Master’s
Degree in History and Education from the University of
Wisconsin in 1968 and moved to California to begin his
teaching career. Joan and Dick married at St. Catherine
of Sienna Church in Burlingame in 1971 and taught at the
American School of Paris from 1972 – 1974 and again from
1979-1980. After teaching for twenty years at Hillsdale and
Aragon High Schools he earned his Master’s in Library
Science and worked as the librarian at St. Ignatius College
Prep in San Francisco for 17 years prior to his retirement.
Dick has played an active roll at All Saints’ Episcopal Church
since 1976.
In lieu of flowers, donations can be made to The All Saints’
Episcopal Church Memorial Fund, 555 Waverley St, Palo
Alto, CA 94301. Friends and family are invited to celebrate
Dick’s life at All Saints’ Episcopal Church on October 12,
2019 at 2:00 pm.
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Pulse
A weekly compendium
of vital statistics

POLICE CALLS
Palo Alto

Sept. 12-17
Violence related
Battery . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Domestic violence . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Rape . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Sexual assault. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Theft related
Counterfitting . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Grand theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
Identity theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Petty theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Vehicle related
Bicycle theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Hit and run . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Theft from auto . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6
Vehicle accident/minor injury . . . . . . . . 2
Vehicle accident/prop damage. . . . . . . 2
Vehicle tow . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Alcohol or drug related
Driving under influence . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Under influence of drugs . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Miscellaneous
Found property. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Located missing person . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Other/misc. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Psychiatric hold . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Psychiatric subject . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Vandalism . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2

Menlo Park
Sept. 11-17

Violence related
Assault . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Assault w/ a deadly weapon. . . . . . . . . 1
Battery . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Sexual assault. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Theft related
Fraud . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4
Residential burglaries . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Theft undefined. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Vehicle related
Auto recovery . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Auto theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4
Bicycle theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4
Burglary attempt from auto. . . . . . . . . . 1
Driving w/ suspended license. . . . . . . . 3
Hit and run . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
Misc. traffic . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Theft from auto . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
Vehicle accident/minor injury . . . . . . . . 1
Vehicle accident/no injury. . . . . . . . . . . 4
Vehicle tow . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5
Alcohol or drug related
Driving under influence . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Drunk in public . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Possession of drugs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
Under influence of drugs . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Miscellaneous
Disturbance . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Info. case . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Juvenile problem . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Lost property . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Medical aid . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Psychiatric subject . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
Suspicious person . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Trespassing . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Vandalism . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Warrant arrest. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4

VIOLENT CRIMES
Palo Alto

Lambert Avenue, 4/13, 11:57 p.m.;
sexual assault/foreign object.
UNK, Palo Alto, 6/4, 3:28 p.m.; sexual
assault/rape.
Middlefield Road, 9/12, 9:18 a.m.;
domestic violence/battery.
Fernando Avenue, 9/13, 10:38 p.m.;
domestic violence/battery.
911 Bryant St., 9/14, 2:54 p.m.; battery/
simple.

Menlo Park

700 block Laurel St., 9/11, 6:08 p.m.;
assault.
500 block Oak Grove Ave., 9/13, 5:40
p.m.; battery.
701 Laurel St., 9/14, 12:37 p.m.; sexual
assault.
700 block Laurel St., 9/16, 11:07 a.m.;
assault.
Willow Road/101, 9/17, 4:35 p.m.;
assault with a deadly weapon.
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Courtesy of Palo Alto Police Department

In this filtered screenshot from video shot by the body-worn camera of Palo Alto police Officer Yolanda Franco-Clausen, a Palo Alto woman with a brain tumor (top left)
struggles to speak and begs Clausen to get her medical aid on June 3.

A 911 NIGHTMARE: ‘I’M GOING TO DIE’
In a cascading series of mistakes and violations of city of Palo Alto policies,
it took more than 40 minutes to get a Palo Alto resident to the hospital
by Sue Dremann

A

54-year-old Palo Alto
woman sat hunched over
on the ground outside her
home in early June, pleading repeatedly with police officers to
get her medical help.
As one officer peppered her
with questions, including whether
she had been drinking or was on
medication, she became more and

more desperate, fearing she was
suffering a potential deadly stroke.
“I’ve got to go,” she told police,
who were standing over her. “I’ve
got to go. I’ve got to go right now. I
don’t think I have a lot of time left.
There’s something really wrong.”
The crews of a fire engine and a
paramedic unit were on hand and
ready to treat her, having arrived

within just five minutes of the 911
call. But the city of Palo Alto dispatcher ordered them to remain
out of sight a block away, where
they waited eight-and-a-half minutes until police arrived and then
another five minutes before police
allowed them in.
It was one of many actions by
the police during the incident that

Courtesy of Palo Alto Police Department

After being dispatched in response to a 911 call on June 3, Palo Alto police Officer Yolanda Franco-Clausen
drives her patrol vehicle to the scene, taking 11 minutes.

violated city policy, including
an unexplained five minute stop
by the responding officer three
blocks from the woman’s house,
the absence of body-worn camera
footage of a police sergeant, missing GPS data for the sergeant’s patrol car, a search of the woman’s
house and the sharing of confidential information about the incident
by a police officer with her spouse,
who then conveyed it to others.
For more than two months, the
Weekly as well as the woman and
her husband have sought answers
from the city about the handling
of the incident. City staff initially
refused to disclose any information, forcing the family to engage
an attorney for help. Eventually,
the city provided some, but not
all, time-stamped police audio
and body-worn camera video, fire
dispatch tapes and logs, recordings
of the 911 call and fire department
reports.
The Weekly also sought interviews with city staff, who initially
agreed only to answer written
questions. When pressed for inperson interviews, City Manager
Ed Shikada agreed to make himself and Police Chief Bob Jonsen
available. But he then changed his
mind and said no one at the city

would answer any questions pertaining to the incident, in writing
or in person. He gave no explanation for the refusal and instead
only issued an eight-paragraph
statement. (See sidebar, “A tug of
war.”)
The woman and her husband
provided the recordings they’d
obtained to the Palo Alto Weekly,
saying they were concerned that
what happened to her could lead to
tragic consequences for others if
the police department’s violations
of protocol and lack of effective
training are not corrected.

‘I was starting
to disintegrate
as a person’

T

he petite Palo Alto resident,
whose identity the Weekly
is withholding to protect
her privacy, started experiencing
strange neurological symptoms
similar to a stroke around noon on
June 3. She began seeing double
vertically, was dizzy and felt increasingly disoriented. She had a
sense of losing awareness of one
part of her body, she said.
(continued on page 18)
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A tug of war
City keeps changing its mind over releasing
information about the June 3 incident
by Sue Dremann

P

Horrigan-Taylor, emailed
the Weekly saying the city
would not be answering any
questions or making further
comments.
The woman who was the
subject of the 911 call and
her husband have been locked
in a similar stalemate with
the city attorney’s office.
The husband sent multiple
California Public Records
Act requests to the police
department as early as June
11 seeking the incident log,
police report and copies of
the 911 recording, patrol car
and body-worn camera footage from the two responding
police officers, and other records and policies.
The city told the couple it
was withholding the recordings under an investigatory
exemption of the Public Records Act. The husband said
he responded during a July
8 meeting with Jonsen and
Shikada that the exemption
didn’t apply since no crime
had been committed and there
wasn’t any investigation.
Shikada told him the city’s
policy is not to provide records unless required to under the Public Records Act.
He didn’t intend to make an
exception in this case, the husband recalled. When pressed,
Shikada said he was following the advice of the city attorney’s office.
The city eventually reversed
itself and released much of
the requested materials to the
woman and her husband after
they engaged an attorney.
“The city violated the California Public Records Act until we sent a letter from our
lawyer that walked through
the statutory (regulations).
They had a strategy of stall,
delay and violate the PRA unless they were forced to comply,” the husband said.
The city supplied the couple
with Officer Yolanda FrancoClausen’s body-worn camera
and vehicle recordings and,
eventually, her GPS location
data, but it hasn’t provided
anything from Sgt. Adrienne
Moore. The city is now claiming, according to letters sent
to the attorney representing
the couple, that it has no body
cam or car camera footage for
the sergeant, nor GPS data
that shows her activity that
day. It has refused to disclose
whether such data had ever
existed and if it had been deleted or destroyed. Staff also
allege there was no radio, text
or other communication between Clausen and Moore.
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(continued from page 17)

Too impaired and confused to
find her phone and call 911, she
went out to her front yard to seek
help from neighbor children she
heard playing basketball.
“I thought: ‘If I lay down on this
bed I’m going to die. I need to go
outside. If I collapse on the street,
someone will find me,’” she told
the Weekly during an interview
in July. “I ran. I just ran toward
the noise. I was starting to forget
who I was. I was losing my awareness of who I was, where I was.
I was starting to disintegrate as a
person.”
She encountered a 10-year-old
neighbor boy and, stuttering, she
struggled to ask for help.
“I had great difficulty. I remember getting really scared. I said,
‘Please call 911. I need medical
attention or I’m going to die. If I
don’t get medical attention, I’m
going to die.’ I said this several
times,” she recalled.
The boy, his older brother and
their father tried to comfort her.
The father stayed with her as the
14-year-old boy called 911 on a
cellphone.
But the response the woman got
from the city was anything but the
life-saving help she expected.
The dispatcher who answered
the 14-year-old’s 911 call, Brina
Elmore, immediately dispatched
fire units to the scene, but within
60 seconds, she ordered those responders to hold up around the
corner from the victim and “stage”
until police arrived.
Moments later a second police
dispatcher initiated the lowest
possible non-emergency police response, stating that it “sounds like
it’s going to be more 5150 than
medical,” indicating dispatchers had concluded that they were
dealing with a psychiatric problem
rather than a medical emergency.
The sudden change in response
came because of a single statement made by the 14-year-old,
prompted by Elmore asking him

to assess the woman’s medical
condition within the first two minutes of the 911 call.
After obtaining the address
from the eighth-grader and dispatching paramedics, Elmore
asked, “Do you think it’s a medical issue or is she having some
type of psychological issue?” according to recordings.
Taken aback, the boy said, “I
don’t — it seems psychological to
me, but I am not the one to make a
decision on that.” He told Elmore
that the woman was repeatedly
asking for medical assistance and
saying that she was going to die.
At the dispatcher’s prompting, he
said the woman had no weapons
and confirmed that the woman
was not behaving as she normally
did.
Elmore’s decision to characterize the call as a non-emergency
psychiatric call, heard via radio
by responding police and medical units, not only set in motion a
delay in medical help but shaped
how both police and fire personnel
approached the urgency and severity of the incident.
In the end, the woman waited
for over a half hour before finally
being loaded into the ambulance.
En route to Stanford Hospital,
paramedics realized that her
medical emergency was actually
a seizure, which had begun around
noon and became more severe in
the ambulance, according to the
woman. It developed into a grand
mal seizure upon arriving in the
emergency room, 42 minutes after
the 911 call. After tests were done,
she was diagnosed with a brain
tumor and has since undergone
brain surgery.

Staging gone wrong

T

he handling of the 911 call
has raised questions about
how a policy that prioritizes paramedics’ rapid access to patients morphed into an unwritten
practice that put police in charge
of making medical diagnoses
when a patient exhibits possible

File photo

alo Alto City Manager Ed Shikada has
ordered city staff not
to answer questions or make
comments on the mishandled
June 3 emergency medical call
by a Palo Alto resident, an unusual departure from the city’s
typical interactions with the
media.
Shikada initially denied the
Palo Alto Weekly’s request to
interview him, police Chief
Bob Jonsen and fire Chief
Geo Blackshire and asked for
all questions to be submitted in
writing. That practice, which
most media organizations discourage, precludes follow-up
and clarifying questions that
are usually necessary to obtain
accurate information.
Then on Aug. 22, the Weekly was notified by email that
Shikada had decided the city
would not have any comment
on the case.
Palo Alto Weekly Publisher
Bill Johnson met with Shikada and City Attorney Molly
Stump on Aug. 26 to try and
negotiate in-person interviews,
and Shikada agreed. But three
days later, he emailed the
Weekly saying he had changed
his mind and would only be
issuing a statement. He offered to take written questions
instead.
“Based on the complexity
of the issues involved, we’ve
decided it best to give you a
written statement; we’ll send
it over early next week. In
addition, as indicated earlier
we’d be happy to respond to
questions in writing,” Shikada
wrote.
On Sept. 4, Shikada provided the statement. It said
that staff had determined that
the handling of the June 3 call
justified “reinforcing” existing department policies and
additional staff training. He
said the city has conducted
additional training for the
emergency call dispatch unit,
clarified its policy and trained
personnel to ensure that the
police and fire departments
are dispatched to emergency
events with the same priority
response, reinforced its policy
and trained personnel to only
require staging by the fire department when there is clear
indication of the risk of harm
to city personnel.
The Weekly sent a list of
specific questions to Shikada, Jonsen and Blackshire on
Sept. 5 with a request for a response by Sept. 9.
On Sept. 9, however, the
city’s new chief communications officer, Meghan

911 nightmare

A Palo Alto police car arrives at a call in a residential
neighborhood in this 2017 file photo. A Palo Alto woman who
suffered a seizure in June is now criticizing officers for keeping her
from receiving medical treatment.

psychiatric symptoms — and
about the urgency, or lack thereof,
attached to those calls.
Police Officer Yolanda FrancoClausen, who was dispatched
a minute after the fire department was, traveled without lights
or siren from less than a mile
away and arrived at a point three
blocks from the woman within
six minutes, according to police
GPS tracking data. For a stillunexplained reason and without
informing the dispatcher, she
then stopped for five minutes two
blocks away from the waiting fire
personnel and less than a 30-second drive from the woman’s location, according to the GPS data.
It took Clausen 11 minutes to
get to the address. Her supervisor,
Sgt. Adrienne Moore, met up with
Clausen there and made a point
of reminding her to turn on her
body-worn camera as she got out
of her patrol car. According to the
city, Moore’s vehicle and body
cam footage does not exist, but it
has not explained why.
Clausen’s body cam video
chronicled what happened next:
The two officers approached the
woman, who was sitting on the
ground with her neighbor, who
had his hand on her knee. His two
boys stood nearby. Despite it being obvious that the woman posed
no danger to firefighters that required any further delay in getting her medical assistance, Clausen instead proceeded to try and
determine what might be wrong
with her, talking with her for five
minutes.
The video shows the woman
exhibiting a neurological condition known as aphasia, in which a
person uses partial and nonsensical words. Aphasia is a symptom
of some strokes, head injuries and
brain tumors, according to the
American Stroke Association.
The city’s own protocols describe
aphasia as an indication of a possible stroke.
“What’s happening to me is —
I have some kind of a serious —
helpl — uh, help. I have a serious
— serious — OK. I — I’m gonna
lose my ability to — to make a —
Please take me to ...,” the woman
said, according to Clausen’s bodycamera footage.
At this point, Clausen told the
woman, “We have an ambulance
on the way right now. ... I just have
to ask you a few questions. Do you
feel like harming yourself today?”
“What? No. I have some kind of
serious — help! I need help!” the
woman said.
“I’m trying to understand what
kind of help we need today. Are
you injured?” Clausen said.
The woman put her hands to
her face as she struggled for the
words.
“Um, please take me to — helpital, uh, uh,” she said.
“Do you want to go to the hospital or do you want to see a psychiatrist?” Clausen asked.
“No no no no no no no. Oh my
god,” the woman said.
“What do you need? Tell me
what you need,” Clausen said as
the woman became more panicked and struggled for words.
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The 911 call: What
happened when
Time (p.m.)

Event

12:28:36

911 dispatch call comes in

12:29:04

Fire dispatched as priority 1
medical

12:30:00 +
 PZWH[JOLYZ[HNLZÄYL
department

Magali Gauthier

The Palo Alto woman whose 911 emergency was mishandled by police now wears a band that lists her
doctors’ names and numbers in case of emergency.
“Here is what I need. I need — I
need — I need helple.”
“Have you had anything to
drink today?” Clausen replied.
As the exchange continued,
the fire captain, who had walked
down the street and joined the officers, radioed for the paramedic
and fire crews to come to the
scene.

When police make
medical decisions

T

he gaffes made during this
emergency raise questions
about why the police failed
to follow city protocols or if they
were unaware of those rules.
The city’s staging policy is
specific. Staging is required for
all incidents involving violence.
Violent incidents are defined as
“shootings, stabbings, assaults, or
any other type of incident in which
fire department personnel may be
exposed to harm as a result of a
violent act.”
For incidents in which the city’s
emergency dispatch center staff
know or suspect that violence has
been involved, or the potential
exists, the call will be dispatched
with instructions to “Proceed with
caution.”
For calls in which the dispatcher
knows or suspects that the potential for further violence exists,
such as a sniper, fight in progress
or violent perpetrator in the area,
the call will be dispatched with instructions to “stage and await P.D.
arrival.”
The woman did not exhibit any
of the traits required for staging
under the city’s policy. The boy
told the dispatcher the woman was
not armed. She had not displayed
any tendency toward violence and
the boy expressed no fear of harm
or violence. Still, the dispatcher
noted in the computer log, “Neighbor came over and she’s stuttering
and he’s not sure it’s a psychological issue or not.” Later in the log,
the dispatcher said the boy had
informed her the woman “seems
psychological not medical but

he isn’t sure.” The woman didn’t
have any weapons, the dispatcher
informed the fire department.
In a July 8 meeting with the
woman’s husband, Jonsen expressed concern for how the dispatcher handled the call, according to the husband. Jonsen said
the conditions under which fire
personnel are staged has “drifted”
from the policy over time to include situations where there is a
psychological factor. Jonsen told
the husband he is changing the
policy to explicitly require officers
to show up faster and to quickly
assess whether the person poses a
threat, and if not, to get out of the
way so that medical first responders can tend to the person.
The actual procedures employed during the woman’s medical crisis evolved due to the 2015
Christmas Day fatal police shooting of William Raff, a psychiatric patient who ran toward police
with a table knife after he made a
911 call about an alleged threatening person at a residence, Jonsen
told the woman’s husband. (As
with other city staff, Jonsen declined to answer questions from
the Weekly.)
But expecting police officers
to make medical assessments, especially recognizing the signs of
a serious neurological condition,
has been problematic for the city
in the past. In May 2014, 63-year
old Palo Alto resident William
Bedwell suffered a hemorrhagic
stroke while driving on El Camino
Real to his job as a research scientist at SRI International. He struck
three cars and kept going. When
police arrived, he had trouble
keeping his balance, appeared disoriented and bumped into an officer. Instead of summoning paramedics to evaluate the man, police
officers cited him for hit-and-run
and a tow-truck driver took him to
work. When he arrived at SRI, coworkers called paramedics, who
transported him to Stanford Hospital. He died three days later after
surgery for severe brain injury.
Bedwell’s sister, a doctor,
wrote a letter to the City Council,

then-Police Chief Dennis Burns
and other city leaders raising an
alarm over how police handled the
incident.
“I am appalled that this could
happen in your community,” she
wrote.
Bedwell’s wife told the Weekly
at the time, “It’s not about wanting
to get anything out of this. We feel
what happened was unacceptable,
and we don’t want this to happen
to anyone else.”
Shikada, in response to the June
3 incident, issued a statement
saying that additional training
had been provided to dispatchers and that the city has “clarified” and “reinforced” policies
regarding dispatching police to
medical emergencies and staging
protocols.
In a follow-up email, he said the
city’s policy for handling psychiatric-related calls, as the June 3 incident was erroneously determined
to be, requires the police officer to
“quickly evaluate if medical attention is needed and request medical
support as soon as it is safe to do
so.”
The city’s staging policy, however, makes scant mention of police responsibility to evaluate the
need for medical attention. The
Palo Alto Police Department policy manual does not specifically
give police the discretion to make
medical diagnoses.
The city’s unwillingness to answer questions has made it impossible to reconcile the apparent
contradictions or clarify how a
similar incident will be handled
in the future.
Shikada’s statement concluded:
“We deeply sympathize with the
individuals involved and their
family, recognizing the difficulty
of the circumstances involved. We
understand the concerns raised
with the handling of this call and
would like to express our appreciation for bringing these issues to
our attention.”
But the woman involved in the
June 3 incident said that such reassurances are meaningless without
accountability.

12:30:42

Police dispatched as 5150
call, non-emergency

12:33:49

Fire engine arrives to stage
a block away

12:41:44

Police arrive on scene

12:42:53

Police question the woman

12:46:00

Fire personnel cleared to
come on scene

12:47:28  7
 VSPJLÄUPZOX\LZ[PVUPUN
woman
1:00:00

Medic 66 en route with
woman to Stanford ER

1:05:00

Woman has more severe
seizure; Medic 66 goes to
Code 3 with sirens and lights

1:11:00

Medic 66 arrives at the
Stanford ER

Sources: Palo Alto 911, city radio traffic, police patrol car
and body camera recordings.
“If the police and fire departments had followed existing policy, this wouldn’t have happened.
The fact that seemingly no one is
being held accountable for failing
to follow policy means it’s likely
to happen again. Our City Council
should hold the city staff accountable before someone else suffers
potentially fatal consequences,”
she said.

An illegal search
and other problems

A

dditional concerns have
arisen in the June 3 incident about invasion of
privacy, illegal searching and the
use of body-worn cameras.
When paramedics finally began attending to the woman,
Clausen conversed with the
woman’s husband, whom the
neighbor had reached at work on
his cellphone. Clausen asked if
she could peek into the home.
“I just want to verify with you,
if the door is unlocked can I just
see if anything is lying on the
floor or anything in the immediate location in the front there?”
she said, according to the body
cam video.
The husband agreed. But

while still talking with him,
Clausen entered the home and
searched the woman’s knitting
basket, which was sitting on a
foyer table. Without telling the
husband, she proceeded to walk
farther into the home through
the dining room, kitchen and
breakfast nook. She searched the
woman’s purse, then peeked into
what appeared to be a study or
a bedroom. On her way out, she
checked a parcel underneath the
foyer table.
Clausen can be heard telling
the husband that she hadn’t found
any drugs or alcohol or any sign
of what might account for the
woman’s disorientation. However, neither the husband nor the
woman were aware of the extensive search until they obtained the
body cam video recording weeks
later from the city, they told the
Weekly.
In addition to Clausen’s search
of the woman’s residence beyond
what the husband had authorized,
Moore appears to have violated
department policy, adopted in
2018, when the body-worn cameras were first deployed, requiring officers to verify that both
the in-car video system and body
(continued on page 20)
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12 questions the
city won’t answer

R

blocks from the scene — and
what was she doing during
those five minutes?
7. Why did police persist
in trying to question the resident for five minutes instead
of immediately pulling in the
paramedics when the officers
found there was no threat to
firefighters?
8. Police asked the patient’s
husband for and were given
permission to check “inside
the front door” of the residence. Under what authority
and for what purpose did police Officer Clausen search
other rooms and look inside
the woman’s purse?
9. What happened to Sergeant Adrienne Moore’s
body-worn-camera footage
and patrol-car recording footage of this incident? The city
attorney’s office first said
there was footage but that
something had happened to it
and it was no longer available.
Now City Attorney Molly
Stump says it does not exist
and won’t say whether it was
erased or never recorded in the
first place.
10. Officer Clausen’s wife
disclosed information about
the incident to at least one acquaintance and asserted that
the patient had lied about her
condition. What policies govern the sharing of information
about an incident with others,
including a spouse, and what
are the consequences?
11. How often has the department been requested to
stage a medical emergency
response in the past year in
cases where there was no indication of violence or criminal
behavior?
12. Why has the city not
apologized to the patient and
explained the actions it is taking to prevent a recurrence of
what happened in this incident? Q
— Sue Dremann

File photo

epeated attempts by
the Palo Alto Weekly
to get answers from
the city of Palo Alto about
why first responders mishandled a June 3 911 call and
how the city has changed policy and training in the wake
of that incident have been
repeatedly rebuffed by city
leaders, chiefly City Manager
Ed Shikada.
Here are some of the stillunanswered questions:
1. On what basis did the
police dispatcher, within a
few seconds of the initial 911
call, radio to police units that
the call appeared to be “more
like a 5150 call than a medical call?”
2. The city’s “staging” policy for keeping firefighters
and paramedics away from
an incident until police have
deemed it safe is very specific
to violent incidents, such as
shootings. How was staging
under the circumstances of
this incident in compliance
with that policy?
3. What training on the staging of medical calls did dispatchers receive prior to and
after this incident?
4. Why weren’t the police
dispatched on an emergency
basis, since the fire department was dispatched under an emergency medical
protocol?
5. The city’s protocol for
possible strokes requires an
immediate and undelayed
response. Stroke symptoms
include speech difficulties, a
decreased level of consciousness, confusion and loss of
balance and coordination. The
Palo Alto woman had these
symptoms. Why did officers
— and the EMT who was also
present before the police allowed paramedics — appear
to ignore these symptoms?
6. Why did Officer Yolanda
Franco-Clausen stop three

A Palo Alto woman suffering from stroke-like symptoms on June 3 had a grand mal seizure after she
arrived by ambulance at the Stanford Hospital Emergency Department, pictured here in a 2009 file photo.

911 nightmare
(continued from page 19)

cams are operational at the beginning of their shifts and to report
any problems immediately. During the incident, she should have
activated her body cam; the car
video cameras are supposed to
automatically activate. The recordings are also supposed to be
automatically downloaded and
preserved under specific procedures, and they cannot be altered
or deleted, according to policy.
Finally, in another wrinkle that
raises additional questions about
police conduct, the Weekly obtained copies of text messages
sent by Clausen’s spouse, Shay,
that conveyed confidential information about the incident to an
acquaintance, another violation
of department policy.
Shay and a woman were texting when the woman commented
about the Palo Alto resident having had a medical crisis. Shay
then volunteered that Clausen
had been at the scene and that “It
wasn’t true.”
In a later text to the same person, Shay stated the Palo Alto
resident “is not telling the truth,
that’s all I can say.” She also accused the resident of filing a complaint against Clausen, which the
resident later said she had not.

Join us for

High Holy Days 
5780



Rosh Hashanah

Reconstruc onist, communityͲled services
All are welcome, at no charge
Services held at Kehillah Jewish High School
3900 Fabian Way, Palo Alto

Sunday, September 29: 7:30 PM Evening Services
Monday, September 30: 9:30 AM 1st Day Morning Services
Yom
 Kippur
Tuesday, October 8: 7:00 PM Kol Nidrey (and Food Drive)
Wednesday, October 9: 9:15 AM Shacharit (note earlier start) 5:00 PM Mincha, Yizkor, Ne’ilah




Keddem Congregaon

For Information and Reservations, Strongly Recommended
Online: www.Keddem.org Phone: 650-494-6400 Email: hhd_reservations@Keddem.org
P.O. Box 50758, Palo Alto CA 94303
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Preventing future
tragedies

A

ll of these questions continue to nag at the woman,
who said she wants reform
so that similar incidents won’t endanger other Palo Alto residents
who call for help in a medical crisis, especially a neurological one
for which delayed treatment has
severe consequences.
“It was excruciating for the 20
minutes I waited for help,” she said
during the July interview.
“I’m a middle-aged woman in
pajamas and slippers sitting in the
dirt in the street. I had no weapon of any kind and wasn’t acting
threatening to myself or anyone
else, nor was I intoxicated, and my
neighbor confirmed that to the dispatcher before the first responders
arrived,” she said. She noted that
she is a teetotaler and hasn’t drank
alcohol of any kind for more than
30 years.
If police really suspected she
was somehow dangerous, it would
have made sense to move people
away from her or clear the area for
her privacy, she said.
“The wrong people came. ... Even
after I was in the ambulance and on
my way to the hospital, the police
were still insisting to my neighbors
that my illness wasn’t ‘physical’ but
‘just some sort of episode.’”
The woman, who has a background as a wilderness first responder, said she was struck by
the fire department incident commander’s ineffectiveness during
the exchange with police.
He “is standing nearby watching me struggle and not taking
command of the scene as incident
commander but is allowing police
to continue to try to 5150 me (the
term for putting a patient on a 72hour psychiatric hold). No one has
yet checked my level of orientation
(name, place, date, situation), asked
whether I have bumped my head,
fell, take insulin, have epilepsy,
eaten anything I might be allergic
to — nothing.
“No one has done a FAST check
(stroke-determination criteria),
even though I was having trouble
speaking,” she said.
The long lag caused by the

police delayed the diagnostic
scans she needed and the delivery
of needed anti-seizure medication,
she said.
“I was pleading for help and
I didn’t get it. I was incredibly
scared and at one point said to my
neighbor: ‘I’m going to die today.’
“I had done the right thing. I had
got myself outside. I had got myself
to humans. I had asked for medical
help and 911 was called. But when
they came, they didn’t help me. If I
had actually been having a stroke,
I could have been dead.
“This is just a botched response
from minute to minute. ... The
city’s response showed no respect
for my dignity or privacy as a patient,” she said.
Stacey Leyton, an attorney with
Altshuler Berzon LLP who is representing the woman, said in an
email that her client has not thus
far filed a complaint with the city
or a lawsuit.
“My client was deprived of
emergency medical attention that
she desperately needed and had every right to expect,” Leyton wrote.
“In seeking an explanation for the
police response, my client exercised her right under California’s
public records laws to obtain from
the city documents and video that
should have been readily available
to her. It should not have required
a lawyer’s involvement for her to
obtain access, but it did.
“We have obtained information
from the city that sheds some light
on the incident, but critical information is still missing from the
city’s response. The city has not
provided any explanation thus far
for these gaps in information.
“This (medical) delay had serious emotional and physical consequences and could have been life
threatening. No individual who
calls for emergency assistance
should have to worry that help will
be withheld in this manner,” Leyton wrote. Q
Staff Writer Sue Dremann
can be emailed at sdremann@
paweekly.com.
About the cover:
Illustration by Douglas
Young.
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Sherry Bucolo

Lori Burrows Warren
650.642.8042

650.207.9909
sherry.bucolo@compass.
com
DRE # 00613242

PALO ALTO $12,998,000

ATHERTON $6,995,000

Spectacular East Coast inspired estate on 1/2 acre with resort
style grounds in premier Crescent Park. 4 bd/3.5 ba main home
plus 2 bd/2 ba guest house & separate pool house.

Meticulously remodeled from studs to roof, 375 Walsh embodies
modern living and smart tech functionality with a mid-century
aesthetic. www.375WalshRd.com

Umang Sanchorawala

lori.burrowswarren@
compass.com
DRE # 01963678

Derk Brill

650.960.5363
usanchor@compass.com
DRE # 01471341

650.814.0478
PALO ALTO $6,900,000
Sold! Gorgeous Tri-level house designed by Kohler Architects in
Old Palo Alto. The house with 5 beds, 4.5 baths is prefect for
entertainment and intimate living. Represented buyer.

PALO ALTO $6,800,000

derk@derkbrill.com
DRE # 01256035

Sold! Close-in convenience and secluded privacy, with
exceptional views! 6BD/6.5BA on one of the largest lots in
Palo Alto. www.LaurelGlenEstate.com.

Carol Carnevale
& Nicole Aron

Jean-Luc Laminette
650.833.9336
jllaminette@compass.com

DRE # 01847917

ATHERTON $6,500,000

LOS ALTOS $6,250,000

Sold! Rare charm in Lindenwood. Superb grounds, wonderful
lifestyle, privacy.

Sold! Single level 4bd/3.5bath masterpiece is surrounded by an
exquisite garden.

650.465.5958,
650.740.7954
DRE # 00946687,
00952657

Chris Anderson

Elizabeth E. Maulick
650.799.3130

650.207.7105

e.maulick@compass.com
DRE # 01930548

canderson@compass.com

MENLO PARK $5,998,000
Elegant 3 story home on a sought-after street in central Menlo
Park. Master on main level overlooking a beautiful pool. 6 Bed/6.5
Bath. Apprx. SqFt 5,430 Bldg/10,057 Lot.

WOODSIDE $5,850,000
landscaping on a 3.58 acre site.

compass.com
Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Number 01079009. All material presented herein is intended for informato accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footage are approximate.

DRE # 01438988

Jenny Teng

Michael Johnston
650.533.5102

650.245.4490

michael@
michaeljohnston.com
DRE # 01131203

jenny.teng@compass.com

MENLO PARK $5,750,000

PALO ALTO $4,980,000

Sold! 5-bedroom, 3-level Mediterranean house designed by Farro
Essalat in Sharon Heights.

Sold! Just completed, this home combines classic Mediterranean
style outside with chic contemporary design inside - all built with
extraordinary construction methods rarely found in Palo Alto.

Sophie Tsang

Nadr Essabhoy

650.687.7388

650.248.5898
nadr.essabhoy@compass.

PALO ALTO $4,800,000

PALO ALTO CALL FOR PRICE

Coming Soon! Completely updated 2,820 s.f, 4 bed/3.5 ba movein ready home on rare 10,800 s.f lot. In addition, there is a 610 s.f
structure for potential guest house, ADU.

Sold! Walking distance to California ave. Bright & airy newer
construction farm house. Excellent neighborhood. Represented
buyers.

com

DRE # 01085354

sophie@compass.com
DRE # 01399145

Sophie Tsang

Greg Celotti &
Candi Athens

650.687.7388

650.740.1580,
650.504.2824
DRE # 01360103,
01973120

DRE # 01023687

PALO ALTO $4,500,000

PALO ALTO CALL FOR PRICE

Coming Soon! Absolutely beautiful - 5 years new - 4 bed, 3.5
bath, 2,733+/- sf on a spacious 7,370+/- lot in prime Midtown
location.

Sold! Quiet cul-de-sac, completely updated in recent years.
High ceilings and large chef’s kitchen. Walking distance to all
3 excellent schools. Professional landscaped large back yard.
Cottage in backyard for guests. Represented buyers.

sophie@compass.com
DRE # 01399145

Christy Giuliacci

Xin Jiang

650.380.5989

650.283.8379

christyg@compass.com
DRE # 01506761

LOS ALTOS $4,200,000

PALO ALTO $4,198,000

Sold with multiple offers in 5 days! Spectacular single level home
offers the best of California living in a premier north Los Altos
neighborhood.

Completely updated Mid-Century Modern in the best location of
the prestigious Crescent Park.

compass.com
Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Number 01079009. All material presented herein is intended for informato accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footage are approximate.

xin.jiang@compass.com
DRE # 01961451
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Carol Li

Michael Johnston
650.533.5102

650.281.8368

Michael@
MichaelJohnston.com
DRE # 01131203

REDWOOD CITY $4,100,000

LOS ALTOS HILLS $4,000,000

Sold! 6-unit apartment building near Downtown. Beautifully
remodeled. Represented 1031 Exchange-buyers.

Views, Privacy and Luxury! 13 years old Well-crafted home of

cli@compass.com
DRE # 01227755

minutes scenic drive to Stanford/Palo Alto.

Carol Carnevale
& Nicole Aron

Greg Celotti &
Candi Athens
650.740.1580,
650.504.2824
DRE # 01360103,
01973120

PALO ALTO $3,998,000

PALO ALTO $3,988,000

Coming Soon! Outstanding multi-unit property on a quiet court in
prime College Terrace location/neighborhood.

Lovely Craftsman style home w/ 3 beds & 3 baths. A sensory
delight!

Harry Chang

650.465.5958,
650.740.7954
DRE # 00946687,
00952657

Christy Giuliacci

415.699.9092

650.380.5989

DRE # 02025481

Charlene Chang
650.814.2913
DRE # 01353594

DRE # 01506761

HILLSBOROUGH $3,800,000

PALO ALTO $3,750,000

Coming Soon! Panoramic Bay and SF views! Lovingly maintained.
Great remodeling opportunity. 4 BR, 3.5 baths, 4250 sq ft. OffMLS listing. www.30Eugenia.com.

Sold! Beautifully upgraded, this iconic atrium style 4 bd/2.5 ba
Eichler is set in the sought after Community Center neighborhood.
SOLD over list price!

Christy Giuliacci

650.245.4490

DRE # 01506761

650.207.9909
DRE # 00613242

650.207.9909
DRE # 00613242

Jenny Teng

650.380.5989

Sherry Bucolo

Sherry Bucolo

DRE # 01506761

PALO ALTO $3,628,000

PALO ALTO CALL FOR PRICE

Sold! Charming updated Spanish classic in coveted Southgate

Coming Soon! Just completed New construction. 4 Bedrooms and
3.5 bathrooms. Convenient location close to Stanford University,
Caltrain, and shopping at Town and Country, California Avenue
and University Avenue.

achieve top price for our seller!

compass.com
Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Number 01079009. All material presented herein is intended for informato accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footage are approximate.

Sophie Tsang
650.687.7388
DRE # 01399145

Denise Simons

Arti Miglani

650.269.0210

650.804.6942

denise.simons@compass.
com
DRE # 01376733

PALO ALTO $3,330,000

PALO ALTO CALL FOR PRICE

Sold! Stunningly remodeled 3+ bed, 2.5 bath home in the heart of
Midtown with Chef’s kitchen, luxurious master suite and beautiful
landscaped yarMpàę/d_MzWsVaultiple offers.

almost 50 years, nestled on a lot of approximately 0.44 acres
(18,974 sq. ft. per recent survey). A MUST SEE! 3618 Laguna Ave.

Stephanie Hewitt

Arti@ArtiMiglani.com
DRE # 01150085

Umang Sanchorawala
650.960.5363

650.619.7885
stephanie.hewitt@
compass.com
DRE # 00967034

PALO ALTO $3,198,000

PALO ALTO $3,080,000

Sold!
in vibrant downtown Palo Alto, and steps away from storied
Professorville neighborhood.

Sold! Tucked away on a peaceful cul-de-sac, embracing
its expansive and private, park-like aesthetic, this renovated
home isBpimpressive indoors as it is outdoors.

usanchor@compass.com
DRE # 01471341

Umang Sanchorawala
650.960.5363

Shelly Roberson

usanchor@compass.com
DRE # 01471341

shelly.roberson@
compass.com
DRE # 01143296

650.464.3797
PALO ALTO $3,050,000
Sold! Charming house in Professorville neighborhood. The house
is full of light, with several outside upper-level decks to enjoy the
outdoor space. Represented buyer.

PORTOLA VALLEY $3,025,000
Sold! 5 bedroom, 3 Bath home in Portola Valley Ranch.

Shelly Roberson

Desiree Docktor

650.464.3797

650.291.8487

shelly.roberson@
compass.com
DRE # 01143296

MENLO PARK $3,198,000

PALO ALTO $2,998,000

Spacious 4 bedroom 3 bath home with over 3,040 SF living area
on a beautifully landscaped 10,200 SF lot.

Gorgeous atrium style Eichler in the sought after Los Arboles
neighborhood. Excellent Palo Alto schools.

compass.com
Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Number 01079009. All material presented herein is intended for informato accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footage are approximate.

desiree.docktor@
compass.com
DRE # 01808874
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Kathleen Wilson
650.207.2017
DRE # 00902501

Grace Wu
650.208.3668
PALO ALTO $2,788,000
Sold!

Claire Zhou
650.245.5698
DRE # 01440807

PALO ALTO $2,758,888

grace.wu@compass.com
DRE # 00886757

space for family enjoyment. Large yard of 6,720 SF.

Accessory space for family enjoyment. Inside utility room.

Derk Brill
650.814.0478
DRE # 01256035

Sophie Tsang
650.687.7388
PALO ALTO $2,750,000

Michael Johnston
650.533.5102

moments from Downtown.

DRE # 01131203

SUNNYVALE $2,798,000

sophie@compass.com
DRE # 01399145

Prime Sunnyvale location with Cupertino schools and Homestead
high school. Ideal unit mix, 3bd/2ba, 2bd/2.5ba, 2bd/2ba, 1bd/1ba.
Great for owner occupied investors. Completely updated within
the last year and fully occupied.

Anna Park

Ted Paulin

650.387.6159

650.766.6325

anna.park@compass.
com
DRE # 01473188

PALO ALTO $2,600,000

PALO ALTO $2,560,000

Sold! This fabulous opportunity to own a mid-century gem in Palo
Alto! When entering the home from the landscaped fenced in
front yard you are greeted with soaring ceilings and open living
space.

Sold! Move in condition 5 bedroom and 2 bathroom home in
Sterling Gardens, South Palo Alto. Near Seale Park, Midtown
shopping & Highway 101.

Anna Park

ted.paulin@compass.com
DRE # 01435455

Nadr Essabhoy

650.387.6159

650.248.5898

anna.park@compass.
com
DRE # 01473188

PALO ALTO $2,550,000

BELMONT $2,498,000

Sold! Updated 1945 California bungalow on a tree-lined street in
prestigious Old Palo Alto. A walkway leads past newly planted
lawn and gardens to a covered porch outlined with iron railings.

Situated on over a third of an acre, this custom-built home with
stunning panoramic views from SF to San Jose. 3 bedrooms, 2.5

compass.com
Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Number 01079009. All material presented herein is intended for informato accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footage are approximate.

nadr.essabhoy@compass
DRE # 01085354

Ted Paulin

Derk Brill

650.766.6325

650.814.0478

ted.paulin@compass.com
DRE # 01435455

MENLO PARK $2,498,000

MENLO PARK CALL FOR PRICE

Move into this West Menlo Park 4 bed & 2 bath 1600 sqft. home
on a 7024 lot. Hardwood, renovated kitchen and baths, fenced
yard & a newer roof.

Coming Soon! Charming, totally updated 3BR/2BA bungalow on
park-like lot in the Las Lomitas neighborhood.

derk@derkbrill.com
DRE # 01256035

Ted Paulin

Adela Gildo-Mazzon
650.714.0537

650.766.6325

amazzon@compass.com
DRE # 01371327

LOS ALTOS $2,398,000

MENLO PARK $2,360,000

Charming farmhouse-style home. 3 bedrooms, 3 full baths plus an

Sold! Charming 3 bedroom and 2 bathroom home in The Willows.

ted.paulin@compass.com
DRE # 01435455

home and great schools.

Lynne Mercer

Janie Barman &
John Barman

650.906.0162
Lmercer@compass.com
DRE # 00796211

MOUNTAIN VIEW $2,250,000

LA HONDA $2,250,000

Sold! Extensively remodeled 3BR/2BA with 1BR/1BA detached
guest quarters, plus detached hobby shop. Extra-large lot, great
cul-de-sac location.

Quiet and luxurious oasis on 20 very private acres. Only 30
minutes to 280 yet a world apart. Newer 4 bedroom home + large
guest studio. Escape!

Dana McCue

650.759.1182,
650.380.8440
DRE # 01270223,
01281597

Dante Drummond

650.248.3950

650.400.9390

dana.mccue@compass.
com
DRE # 01749772

MENLO PARK $2,198,000

MENLO PARK $2,188,000

Rare downtown Menlo Park luxury condominium. Privately held
since 1973. Exquisite 1954 SF unit with soaring 10+FT ceilings and
wrap around balconies located in a beautiful park like setting just
minutes from downtown Menlo Park.

Sold! Serenity awaits with this fabulous 3-bedroom, 3
1/2-bathroom, end-unit condominium just blocks away from
award-winning Menlo Park schools, parks, shopping, restaurants
and Stanford University.

compass.com
Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Number 01079009. All material presented herein is intended for informato accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footage are approximate.

Dante.Drummond@
compass.com
DRE # 00656636
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Darcy Gamble
Andrea Schultz
650.575.3632
andrea.schultz@
compass.com
DRE #01196243

650.380.9415
BELMONT $2,150,000

PALO ALTO CALL FOR PRICE

Sold! Delightful property. Remodeled thruout. 4Bd, 3Ba home
located on quiet street. Located in a desirable Belmont
neighborhood.

Coming Soon! Sensational downtown Palo Altoę home. Full 3
bdms, 3 baths and a loft. Delightful kitchen & LR with staggering
ceilings, secure pBo^WbUàę all now.

darcy.gamble@compass.
com
DRE # 01956441

Kathleen Wilson
650.207.2017
DRE #00902501

Denise Simons
650.269.0210
denise.simons@compass.
com
DRE # 01376733

PALO ALTO CALL FOR PRICE

PALO ALTO $1,998,000

Coming Soon! Move right into this charming 3 bed, 2 bath home
in the Duveneck school district.ę  Remodeled kitchen and baths,

Quality built in 1940’s with Large courtyard patio perfect for
indoor outdoor entertaining. Large rooms, third room doubles as

Claire Zhou
650.245.5698
DRE # 01440807

Denise Simons

Janie Barman &
John Barman

650.269.0210
denise.simons@compass.
com
DRE # 01376733

MENLO PARK $1,998,000

TRINITY CENTER $1,950,000

Sold! Charming 3 bedroom, 3 bath home with lots of natural light

Boutique resort on picturesque Coffee Creek near Redding. Divine
owner’s home and 7 cabins. Think resort, family/corp. retreat or
quiet escape!

neighborhooMàęę/d_MzWsVaultiple offers.

Stacy Jamison

650.759.1182,
650.380.8440
DRE # 01270223,
01281597

Pamela Rummage Culp

650.867.7976

415.640.3293

stacey@
staceyjamisonrealestate.
com
DRE # 01996000

MENLO PARK CALL FOR PRICE

SOLEDAD $1,898,000

Sold! Sold Off Market -Beautiful 3 bedroom 2 bath home in
sought-after Suburban Park.

A Wonderful 5000 SF home on 40 Acres with a Vineyard and an
Olive Orchard that is perfect for a weekend retreat or investment
income.

compass.com
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pamela.culp@compass.
com
DRE # 00896337

Shelly Roberson

Pam Page

650.464.3797

650.400.5061

shelly.roberson@
compass.com
DRE # 01143296

LOS ALTOS $1,698,000
Stunning 3 bedroom 2 bath north Los Altos condo.

PALO ALTO $1,680,000

pam.page@compass.
com
DRE # 00858214

Sold! 1341 Alma St sold with 5 offers! Perfect 2/2 townhome near
Downtown and California Street. 1329 Alma coming on market
mid-October.

Lori Buecheler

Ling Lau

650.387.2716

650.269.6809

lorib@compass.com
DRE # 01859485

REDWOOD CITY $1,575,000

SARATOGA $1,488,000

Sold! TThis beautiful home nestled on a quiet, tree lined street

Updated move-in ready HAPPY HOME! Excellent small complex.
No rental restrictions. Top schools. Easy commute & acces Apple,
Seagate, and to public pools & parks w/a care-free CA life style.

plan.

ling.lau@compass.com
DRE # 01177889

Michele Harkov
& Liz Rhodes

John Forsyth James
650.218.4337
John@JohnForsythJames.com

DRE # 01138400

SUNNYVALE $1,348,000

EMERALD HILLS $1,300,000

In the heart of Silicon Valley near major tech employers, this
3bed/2ba 1,125 Sq.Ft living space & 6,215 Sq.Ft. lot mid-century
modern home was reimagined and extensively remodeled in 2019
for today’s California lifestyle.

Fabulous 3bd/2ba home in excellent location! Both baths recently
remodeled, freshly painted, close to 280. A must see!

650.773.1332,
650.722.3000
DRE # 01838875,
01179852

COMING SOON
Michele Harkov
& Liz Rhodes

Michele Harkov
& Liz Rhodes

650.773.1332,
650.722.3000
DRE # 01838875,
01179852

REDWOOD CITY $1,300,000

MENLO PARK $1,250,000

Great starter home on a quiet street and great neighborhood,
3bd/2ba, (baths recently remodeled).

Storybook, 2bd/1.5ba home with stylish updates including a new
bath, freshly painted interior. Backyard boasts wonderful yard
for entertaining. Excellent mid-peninsula location for technology,
shopping and schod_pÝę

compass.com
Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Number 01079009. All material presented herein is intended for informato accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footage are approximate.

650.773.1332,
650.722.3000
DRE #01838875,
01179852

Compass Fall Campaign

Janie Barman &
John Barman

Desiree Docktor
650.291.8487

650.759.1182,
650.380.8440
DRE # 01270223,
01281597

REDWOOD CITY $1,265,000

SUNNYVALE $1,250,000

Tastefully updated and newly painted, this lovely townhome
captivates with soaring ceilings and 3 spacious BRs including a
tranquil master suite.

Sold! Charming contemporary home with garden views and
private decks in the SNAIL neighborhood. Close to commute
routes and tech companies.

Andrea Schultz

desiree.docktor@
compass.com
DRE # 01808874

Michael Johnston

650.575.3632

650.533.5102

andrea.schultz@
compass.com
DRE # 01196243

SAN JOSE CALL FOR PRICE

SAN JOSE CALL FOR PRICE

Coming Soon! A delightful 4bd, 2.5ba home in the desirable
Thousand Oaks neighborhood of San Jose. This beautiful split-

Coming Soon! Excellent schools in Cambrian neighborhood.

Michael@
MichaelJohnston.com
DRE # 01131203

ceilings and so much more.

Janie Barman &
John Barman

Janie Barman &
John Barman

650.759.1182,
650.380.8440
DRE # 01270223,
01281597

SAN CARLOS $1,050,000
Francisco Bay views from this beautifully appointed San Carlos
condo.

SAN CARLOS $1,050,000
Watch the sunrise over the East Bay hills from this beautifully
updated home.

Sophie Tsang

650.759.1182,
650.380.8440
DRE # 01270223,
01281597

Michele Harkov
& Liz Rhodes

650.687.7388
sophie@compass.com
DRE #01399145

MOUNTAIN VIEW $830,000

SAN MATEO $625,000

Sold! Prime location with Los Altos schools. Spacious and bright
end unit. Secure building with underground parking. Central
location, walking distance to shopping and parks. Near Google
and easy commute to all major employers.

Enchanting 2bd/1ba condo that’s a commuters delight! Beautifully
steel appliancepàęEasy access to CalTrain, 280 & 101.

compass.com
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650.773.1332,
650.722.3000
DRE # 01838875,
01179852
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Arts & Entertainment
A weekly guide to music, theater, art, culture, books and more, edited by Karla Kane

Anderson Collection at Stanford University is celebrating its 5th anniversary with several new exhibitions, plus an open house on Sept. 21. Courtesy of Anderson Collection.

T

he Anderson Collection at
Stanford University will
celebrate its fifth anniversary on Saturday, Sept. 21,
with a gala celebration and
three new exhibitions. The
museum, located in the arts district
on the Stanford campus, is home
to a renowned collection of postWorld War II American art gifted
by the late Harry W. Anderson, his
wife, Mary Margaret, and daughter, Mary Patricia Anderson Pence.
Over 50,000 people have visited
the museum each year since its
opening, drawn in by the Ennead
Architects-designed building and
the opportunity to see top-tier examples of art by luminaries such
as Jackson Pollock, Mark Rothko,
Wayne Thiebaud and Richard
Diebenkorn. The challenge to this
and other single-donor museums,
however, is how to keep the momentum going once visitors have
seen the permanent collection.
“The collection is not fixed to
the initial gift (121 pieces). It has
grown, and our hope is that, in a
very thoughtful way, the collection will continue to grow,” Executive Director Jason Linetzky said.
“We are always trying to think
of exciting ways to energize the
collection.”
For the anniversary, Anderson
Collection has enlisted the efforts
of a group of current Stanford doctoral candidates in an ambitious
overhaul of several of the main
galleries.
“Left of Center” is an exhibition, curated by these students, that
focuses on artwork reflecting the

Museum hits
milestone
Stanford’s Anderson Collection marks fifth anniversary with
new exhibitions and an open house
by Sheryl Nonnenberg
Anderson’s interest in Californiabased artists and those who found
inspiration/success in the western
United States. Artists such as Jay
DeFeo, Jennifer Bartlett, Robert
Therrien and Agnes Martin were
innovators, using unconventional
materials, found objects and irregular shapes in their paintings
and sculptures. The pieces chosen,
according to gallery documentation, “demonstrate West Coast
innovation by boldly rejecting
nonrepresentational New York
art movements, such as abstract
expressionism and minimalism.”
“Left of Center” will remain on
view as an ongoing exhibition.
Having a dedicated space for
temporary, changing exhibitions
is one way to keep things vital and
was integral to the design of the
museum. Downstairs, the Wisch
Family Gallery features recent
acquisitions to the Anderson Collection. “Process and Pattern,” on
view until Feb. 17, 2020, includes
the prints and paintings of McArthur Binion, Charles Gaines, Julie
Mehretu and Analia Saban. Like
many pieces in the Anderson

Collection, these works reflect
the collectors’ interest in ideabased art that is hand-crafted. Or,
as Linetzky described them, “on
the fence between abstraction and
figuration — perhaps a suggestive
abstraction.”
In the permanent collection areas, selected works by light artist
Jim Campbell have been installed,
interspersed among the paintings
and sculptures. The LED-based
pieces often use a grid format with
blinking lights or blurred blackand-white film backgrounds. They
correlate, or contrast, with nearby
art, creating a different perception
of familiar pieces. Campbell’s art
will be on view until Aug. 3, 2020.
A review of past exhibitions and
programs reveals that museum has
taken full advantage of its placement on a university campus and
the opportunity to interface with
a variety of departments, many of
which are not art-oriented. Several
years ago, The Center for Computer Research in Music and Acoustics
took over the entire museum, creating “soundscapes” that visitors
could enjoy while viewing the art.

“One of the exciting things we
have as a museum here is to collaborate with partners on campus
— other departments, students and
faculty,” Linetzky said. He added
that almost immediately after
opening, the museum connected
with the art history, theater and
creative writing departments, resulting in a wide variety of public
programs offered in the galleries.
He cited “The Artist as Educator”
as a particularly successful series.
In one program, the art of sculptor
Manuel Neri (whose work was being shown in the galleries) was the
topic of a panel discussion. Later,
students from the dance department created a movement piece
that was presented on both floors
of the museum. “It was an effort to
find a new way of responding to an
artist’s work,” he said.
Informal evening talks in the
gallery have proven to be very
popular, often with standing room
only. In April, the daughter of Bay
Area figurative artist David Park
spoke about her father’s life and
work, while sitting in front of his
colorful “Four Women,” owned

by the Collection. The Collection
alsocollaborates withtheCantor
Arts Center in presenting the annual McMurtry Lecture, which
brings nationally recognized artists like Nick Cave, Robert Irwin
and Judy Chicago to speak at the
Bing Center.
The Collection has made concerted efforts to reach out to the
community, beyond the campus.
The Second Sunday Program is
geared toward young families and
includes gallery tours and handson art experiences. There is also a
school-tour program which serves
local students in grades K-12. On
the last Thursday of the month,
there is a free evening program that
has encompassed everything from
art films, lectures, poetry readings
and book previews.
Preparing Stanford students for
careers in the arts has always been
a priority of the Anderson Collection and, in the past, many art history doctoral students were interns
at the Collection’s headquarters
on Sand Hill Road. Now, current
Stanford students from a variety of
disciplines have the opportunity to
enter a two -year training program
in order to become guides at both
the Cantor Arts Center and Anderson Collection.
“We hope to enhance their career
opportunities by providing the experience of working with museum
programs and staff,” LineW]ky said.
On Saturday, Sept. 21, the museum will commemorate the anniversary with an open house, from
(continued on page 35)
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The Palo Alto Recreation Foundation
in partnership with the City of Palo
Alto and the Palo Alto Weekly present

You’re invited to the Palo Alto Black & White Ball on Friday, October 4th at the iconic Lucie
Stern Community Center. Join us in celebrating the City of Palo Alto’s 125th birthday and
Palo Alto Weekly’s 40th anniversary. Spend the evening mingling with friends & neighbors,
dancing to live music, & enjoying food & drinks from your favorite local restaurants.

Tickets on sale now at: parecfoundation.org

All proceeds benefit the
Palo Alto Recreation
Foundation (PARF) which
helps fund our City’s most
cherished community events,
recreational & wellness
programs for all ages, while
enhancing the extraordinary
quality of life in Palo Alto.
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Arts & Entertainment

‘Admissions’ skewers white
liberal hypocrisy
Los Altos Stage Company’s comedy mocks
the world of elite education
by Karla Kane

H

igh-achieving students
with Ivy League dreams.
Helicopter parents with
ostensibly liberal views in public
but NIMBY tendencies in private.
Though it’s set in New Hampshire,
the world of Joshua Harmon’s “Admissions,” currently presented by
Los Altos Stage Company, is sure
to resonate with local audiences.
In “Admissions,” which is receiving its west coast premiere in
Los Altos, Sherri Rosen-Mason
(Kristin Walter) is the (white,
liberal) admissions director of
Hillcrest, an elite New England
prep school. For years, Sherri
has dedicated herself to increasing the diversity of the school’s
student population. She’s proud
to have brought the number up
from a paltry 6% students of color
to 18%; each new applicant from
a non-white background is cause
for celebration. Her husband, Bill
(Michael Champlin), is the head of
the school and shares her commitment to progressive values.
At the play’s start, Sherri is
berating elderly development
staff member Roberta (Judith
Miller) for not including enough
students and teachers of color in
the school’s latest brochure. Oldschool Roberta is flustered and
claims to be colorblind, while
Sherri is smugly righteous, patting herself on the back for having
gotten books by old, dead white
men off of the curriculum. She’s
cheered on not only by Bill but
by her friend Ginnie (Marjorie
Hazeltine), the spouse of one of

Hillcrest’s few teachers of color.
Sherri and Bill’s son, Charlie
(Quincy Shaindlin), is a senior at
Hillcrest and one of its top students. When Charlie experiences
disappointment that he blames on
affirmative action run amuck, he
goes on an intense diatribe about
the unfairness of it all (his rant
expanding into sexism as well as
racism).
Fast forward a few months, after
Charlie’s done some soul searching and realized just how much
Hillcrest (and the world in general) is a bastion of privilege for the
white, rich, male and powerful, he
makes a startling decision.
“Admissions” in the school
sense shifts into admissions of
certain beliefs and attitudes.
When it comes to their own precious son, Bill and Sherri prove
somewhat hypocritical. They
aren’t, Charlie accuses, interested in real inclusion or equity but
rather the optics of such. Their attitudes may be offensive but at the
same time, what parent doesn’t
want “the best” for their child?
Under Gary Landis’ steady direction, the cast brings the recognizable characters and Harmon’s
script to life with humor and energy, even as it gets too shouty.
Walter and Champlin are sharp as
the flawed parents while Hazeltine
and Miller are good in their smaller but memorable roles. Shaindlin, in particular, is excellent as

Richard Mayer

THEATER REVIEW

Bill (Michael Champlin) Charlie (Quincy Shaindlin) and Sherri (Kristin Walter) have a heated family
argument in Los Altos Stage Company’s “Admissions.”
Charlie, a gleam in his eye and the
ability to sustain the epic-length
monologues given to the character.
He’s a real talent to watch.
Seafus Smith has created an attractive set that switches the action
between Sherri’s school office and
the Mason family kitchen, complete with real groceries populating the cupboard and fridge. Quick
and simple costume changes show
the passage of time effectively and
the one-act structure keeps the
show focused.
“Admissions” is a play by a
white person about white people
grappling with their whiteness,
and as such, all five actors are
white. Characters of color, though
frequently talked about, are never seen or given voices. This is,
presumably, intentional and one
hopes it is not lost on the (mostly

white) Los Altos audience.
Folks like Bill and Sherri are
easy targets. “Admissions” isn’t
as provocative or insightful as
Harmon probably hoped. Still,
it’s entertaining, timely (given
the schadenfreude experienced by
many with the recent elite college
admissions scandal) and a good
reminder to check one’s own
privilege — even while mocking
others. Q

Arts & Entertainment Editor
Karla Kane can be emailed at
kkane@paweekly.com.
What: “Admissions.”
Where: Bus Barn Theater, 97
Hillview Ave., Los Altos.
When: Through Sept. 29.
Wednesday-Saturday at 8 p.m.;
Sunday at 3 p.m.
Cost: $20-$38.
Info: losaltosstage.org.

Anderson
(continued from page 33)

What: Anderson Collection’s
anniversary celebration.
Where: 314 Lomita Drive, Stanford.
When: Saturday, Sept. 21, from 11
a.m. to 5 p.m. Regular museum
hours are Wednesday-Monday
from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. and
Thursday from 11 a.m. to 8 p.m.
Cost: Free.
Info: anderson.stanford.edu.

Betty Noguchi/Anderson Collection

11 a.m. to 5 p.m. The free event
will include food, art making, gallery talks and live music by Taiko
SOBA and The Stray Horns.
Linetzky hopes Anderson Collection will continue to serve and
evolve as a local arts hub. Looking
ahead, he said, “In the next five
years, I would really like to see the
museum as a place that has vibrancy in terms of both programs and
exhibitions and the way in which
our visitors are engaging with the
collection.” Q
Freelance writer Sheryl
Nonnenberg can be emailed at
nonnenberg@aol.com.

Artist Jim Campbell’s LED-based pieces often use a grid format
with blinking lights or blurred black-and-white film backgrounds.
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Eating Out
Hotel dining scene

blooms in Menlo Park
Oak + Violet offers farm-to-table
fare in upscale setting

T

BY EDWARD GER ARD FIKE
PHOTOS BY MAGALI GAUTHIER

he most buzzed about hotel restaurants tend to be
located in major cities,
providing easy access to business
travelers with sizable expense
accounts. Menlo Park is hardly
a metropolis, yet the location of
Facebook’s headquarters on the
edge of Menlo’s marshlands has
spiked demand for luxe accommodations — and great food — near
the social media giant’s sprawling
campus.
Oak + Violet, the California
farm-to-table restaurant located
in the chic, stylish Park James Hotel, is the latest addition to Menlo
Park’s burgeoning hotel dining
scene. (Other notable players include Michelin-starred Madera in
the Rosewood Hotel, clubby Menlo
Tavern in the Stanford Park and
the year-old Porta Blu in the Hotel
Nia.) The restaurant, which celebrates its first anniversary in October, showcases seasonal, simply
prepared dishes and the bounty of
Golden State produce. The name is
an homage to Menlo Park’s official
tree and flower.
When I first entered the restaurant from the unassuming hotel
lobby, I immediately wanted to
walk out. That’s precisely what the
design team envisioned when they
installed a north-facing retractable
glass wall that opens onto a vast
courtyard, smartly furnished with
couches, gas lamps and high-top
tables. The after work crowd has
discovered the space — it serves

a separate, limited menu — and
packs it most evenings. Director
of Food and Beverage Marigene
Mabalot pegs the area as a focal
point: “The outdoor guests create
such wonderful energy and it tends
to flow through the entire restaurant,” she said.
Oak + Violet’s interior exudes
California cool with wood finishes, cowhide-stitched walls and
billowing drapes. The neutral
palette is punctuated by pops of
color (violet, naturally) from plush,
comfortable dining chairs. A long,
partially open air bar straddles the
courtyard while a smaller patio at
the opposite end of the restaurant
offers a more intimate al fresco
dining option.
Beverages include an impressive array of local wines and craft
beers. Cocktail selections include
original creations and fun variations on upscale bar classics. During a pair of recent visits, I enjoyed
the smooth and refreshing Lynchburg Lemonade ($14) which added
blackberry to intensify the tartness. The Paper Plane’s ($14) blend
of Aperol, bourbon and amaro delighted with its herbal complexity
and bright, mood-elevating orange
hue.
The dinner menu lists a dozen
shareable plates, including mini
lobster tacos with avocado crema
($20), a dish Mabalot cites as a customer favorite. Our party split the
charcuterie board ($22), a generous assortment of locally sourced

Oak + Violet’s uovo perfetto is a panko-fried duck egg in a Parmesan sauce topped with white truffle oil.
meats and cheeses accompanied
by almonds, truffle honey and
fresh bread drizzled with a luxurious olive oil. (Minor quibble:
Neither the menu nor our server
identified the types of meats and
cheeses we were served.) Halfshell Pacific oysters with horseradish cocktail sauce ($18 for 6,
$34 for a dozen) were a creamy,
briny delicacy while stuffed chorizo dates ($15) with Applewood
smoked bacon struck a nice balance between sweet and salty.
For my salad course, I reflexively rejected the two kale-based
offerings. (Dear kale, these past
couple of years have been lovely,
but I need to see other greens.) I
instead settled on the tomato and
burrata salad ($15). While pieces
of watermelon added a delicate
sweetness to the dish, the tomatoes
were a tad underripe.
According to Mabalot, chef
Simona Oliveri’s menu features
a mere five “large plates” to ensure consistent, masterful preparation. I savored the pan roasted

Joshua McQueen, a bartender at Oak + Violet, makes a Lynchburg Lemonade (Jack Daniel’s Tennessee
rye whiskey, lemon juice, agave and muddled blackberries and mint).
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king salmon ($34), perfectly prepared to a medium pink. Juices
from the filet combined with
the accompanying seasonal vegetables — which included fava
beans, bok choy and potato leek
nage — to form a savory stew at
the base of the bowl.
Though it’s the sole non-meat
main course on the menu, vegetarians have little need to venture
beyond the superb toasted farro
risotto ($23). I relished the nuttyflavored, slightly chewy ancient
grain which was layered with spinach, English peas, asparagus and
Pecorino Romano.
On the carnivorous side of the
spectrum, the 46-ounce ribeye
($115, including two sides) was the
show-stopping choice of my dining
companions. Intended as an entrée
for two, it could easily have served
twice as many. The massive bonein cut, prepared medium-rare, was
tender and buttery. They deemed
the sensational steak worth the
premium price.
Side dishes were substantial and
satisfying. Brussels sprouts ($9)
can be a tough sell for some, but
Oak + Violet boasts a winning
recipe. The sprouts were nicely
crisped and caramelized with a
tangy balsamic vinegar. Chopped
hazelnuts and toasted garlic ratcheted up the flavor. Between two
potato options, I gave the edge to
the black pepper and sea salt-seasoned Parmesan ripped potatoes
($9) over the slightly oily white
truffle French fries ($10).
A light dessert was imperative
following the ample portions.
The dark chocolate mousse ($8)
fit the bill perfectly. Topped
with whipped cream and chocolate almond clusters, the mousse
was light, creamy and not

cloyingly sweet. It was the ideal
final indulgence.
Service was earnest, but uneven. Wait staff maintained an
easy, good-humored rapport with
the table. When we experienced
an error on one of our entrée orders, it was quickly rectified and
followed by a gracious apology
from the manager. A couple of
food runners, perhaps new to their
jobs, delivered multiple plates to
the wrong tables. Bobbles such
as these can be avoided with additional training.
The restaurant serves lunch during the week, brunch on weekends
and a special courtyard menu daily. Complimentary valet parking
is offered for the first three hours,
sending a message to locals that
Oak + Violet wants you to check
them out even if you’re not checking in. Q
Freelance writer Edward
Gerard Fike can be emailed at
egfike@gmail.com.
Oak + Violet
1400 El Camino Real,
Menlo Park
parkjames.com/oak-and-violet
650-304-3880
Hours: Lunch: Monday-Friday
11 a.m. to 2 p.m. Dinner: Monday-Sunday 5-10 p.m. Brunch:
Saturday-Sunday 8 a.m. to 2 p.m.




Reservations
Credit cards
Happy hour

Parking: Valet
(first 3 hours
complimentary,
$10 after) and
street parking
Alcohol:
Full bar





Children
Takeout

Outdoor
dining
Corkage: $35 per
bottle
Noise level:
Moderate to loud
Bathroom
cleanliness:
Excellent

Movies
OPENINGS

She’s a brick house
‘Downton Abbey’ wants to make England great again
00 (Century 16 & 20, Icon)
not. Creator Julian Fellowes pens
this fan-service follow up with its
“Dick Van Dyke Show” plot: Uh
oh! The boss is coming over for dinner. Everything has to be perfect!
In this case, of course, “the boss”
means King George V (Simon
Jones), accompanied by Queen
Mary (Geraldine James). In 1927,
their royal tour through the English countryside will include a stop
at Downton, the Yorkshire estate
of the Earl of Grantham, a.k.a.
the Crawley family. The perpetually bemused Earl, Robert Crawley
(Hugh Bonneville), and his wife,
Cora (Elizabeth McGovern), oversee the preparations of the staff,
now ostensibly led by Thomas Barrow (Robert James-Collier). But
Charles Carson (Jim Carter) steps

Back in 2010, the PBS series
“Downton Abbey” offered an alternative riff on the old “Upstairs,
Downstairs” paradigm: a tale of
an aristocratic English household
above and their servants below.
Even as “Upstairs, Downstairs”
saw its own revival the same year,
“Downton Abbey” outlived its inspiration, running six seasons, and
four years after its television finale,
spawning a big-screen follow-up of
the same name. Fans will likely delight in this reunion movie; others
have no reason to bother.
The swanky English counterpart
of America’s “Sex and the City”
sequel movies, “Downton Abbey” proves so congealed from its
52-episode history that it’s hard to
tell if the actors are overacting or

Photo by Nick Briggs, courtesy of Focus Features

Brendan
Coyle and
Joanne
Froggatt
star in the
big-screen
followup of
“Downton
Abbey.”

out of retirement to get the job done
right.
The story’s three-act structure
roughly corresponds to three royal
soirees: a parade, a dinner and a
ball. A variety of dramatic subplots
follow, including one particularly
clumsy and borderline pointless
subplot that involves a burst of
cheesy peril. Another plot thread
threatens to “out” the closeted Barrow and put him in legal jeopardy.
The core plot point for the Crawleys
involves guest star Imelda Staunton
as Robert’s cousin (and Queen
Mary’s lady in waiting) Lady Maud
Bagshaw, who intends to make
a play for the future of Downton.
Of course, Dame Maggie Smith’s
Dowager Countess conspires to
shut down Bagshaw.
A couple of fresh romances also
stir to life at the story’s margins,
but “Downton Abbey” concerns
itself much more with romanticizing the traditions of privilege, the
British Empire and the royal family.
The King and Queen prove entirely
wise and benevolent, Downton’s
pride-hurt serving staff grovels and
schemes for the right to serve them
rather than have a night off, and
even Robert’s Irish Republican sonin-law, Tom Branson (Allen Leech)
repeatedly goes out of his way to
make a case for the royals.
In the world of “Downton,” the
family and the help act like pals at
times, but for every pat on the head
the servants get, there’s a scene
like the one in which staff member
Anna Bates (Joanne Froggatt) flatteringly consoles Lady Mary Talbot
(Michelle Dockery): “Downton Abbey is the heart of this community,
and you keep it beating.” Forgive
me for suggesting that Fellowes —
or, as he’s sometimes known, Julian
Alexander Kitchener-Fellowes,
Baron Fellowes of West Stafford
DL — might consider “Downton”
the cake he’s letting us eat.
Rated PG for thematic elements,
some suggestive material, and language. Two hours, 2 minutes. Q
— Peter Canavese

MOVIES NOW SHOWING
Ad Astra (PG-13)
Century 16: Fri.-Sun.
Century 20: Fri.-Sun. ShowPlace Icon: Fri.-Sun.
Palo Alto Square: Fri.-Sun.

After the Wedding (PG-13)
Angel has Fallen (R)
Century 20: Fri.-Sun.

Century 16: Fri.-Sun.

The Angry Birds Movie 2 (PG)

Century 20: Fri.-Sun.

Brittany Runs a Marathon (R)
Aquarius Theatre: Fri.Sun. Century 20: Fri.-Sun. ShowPlace Icon: Fri.-Sun.
Dora and the Lost City of Gold (PG)
Century 20: Fri.-Sun.
Downton Abbey (PG)
Century 20: Fri.-Sun.

Century 16: Fri.-Sun.

Century 16: Fri.-Sun.
ShowPlace Icon: Fri.-Sun.

The Farewell (PG) +++1/2

ShowPlace Icon: Fri.-Sun.

The Fast & Furious: Hobbs & Shaw (PG-13)
Century 16: Fri.-Sun.
Century 20: Fri.-Sun.
Gang Leader (Not Rated)

Century 16: Fri.-Sun.

The Goldfinch (R)
Century 16: Fri.-Sun.
Century 20: Fri.-Sun. ShowPlace Icon: Fri.-Sun.
Good Boys (R)
Century 16: Fri.-Sun.
Century 20: Fri.-Sun.

Hustlers (R)
Century 16: Fri.-Sun.
Century 20: Fri.-Sun. ShowPlace Icon: Fri.-Sun.
It Chapter Two (R)
Century 16: Fri.-Sun.
Century 20: Fri.-Sun. ShowPlace Icon: Fri.-Sun.

Answers to this week’s puzzles, which can be found on page 51.

24t h A N N UA L

September 28-29, 2019
10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Palo Alto Art Center, 1313 Newell Road, Palo Alto

Linda Ronstadt: The Sound of My Voice (PG-13) +++1/2
Aquarius Theatre: Fri.-Sun. Century 20: Fri.-Sun.
The Lion King (PG)
Century 16: Fri.-Sun.
Century 20: Fri.-Sun.
Monos (R)

Palo Alto Square: Fri.-Sun.

Official Secrets (R) ++1/2
ShowPlace Icon: Fri.-Sun.

Guild Theatre: Fri.-Sun.

Once Upon a Time ... in Hollywood (R) +++
Century 20: Fri.-Sun. ShowPlace Icon: Fri.-Sun.
The Peanut Butter Falcon (PG-13)
Century 20: Fri.-Sun.
Rambo: Last Blood (R)
Century 20: Fri.-Sun.
ShowPlace Icon: Fri.-Sun.
Spider-Man: Far From Home (PG) +++
Century 20: Fri.-Sun.
Tazza: One-Eyed Jacks (Not Rated)

Century 16: Fri.-Sun.

+ Skip it ++ Some redeeming qualities +++ A good bet ++++ Outstanding

Aquarius: 430 Emerson St., Palo Alto (For recorded listings: 327-3241) tinyurl.com/Aquariuspa
Century Cinema 16: 1500 N. Shoreline Blvd., Mountain View tinyurl.com/Century16
Century 20 Downtown: 825 Middlefield Road, Redwood City tinyurl.com/Century20
CineArts at Palo Alto Square: 3000 El Camino Real, Palo Alto (For information: 493-0128) tinyurl.com/Pasquare
Guild: 949 El Camino Real, Menlo Park (For recorded listings: 566-8367) tinyurl.com/Guildmp
ShowPlace Icon: 2575 California St. #601, Mountain View tinyurl.com/iconMountainView
Stanford Theatre: 221 University Ave., Palo Alto (For recorded listings: 324-3700) Stanfordtheatre.org

Find trailers, star ratings and reviews on the web at PaloAltoOnline.com/movies

SHOP AND SUPPORT THE ARTS AT
CALIFORNIA’S LARGEST GLASS PUMPKIN PATCH
10,000+ one-of-a-kind glass pumpkins for sale
• Glass-blowing demonstrations • Food, drink and fun
• Free Admission
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Book
Talk

HISPANIC HERITAGE MONTH ...
Mitchell Park Library is hosting
a special screening of “Un
Traductor,” a film based on the
real-life story of how a Cuban
hospital became the treatment
center for 20,000 Ukranian
children of the 1986 Chernobyl
nuclear power plant disaster.
In the film, Russian literature
professor Malin receives orders
from the government to act as
a translator between Cuban
doctors and Ukranian families of
young patients sent to a hospital
in Havana for treatment after the
Soviets send out an international
call for assistance. The film
will be screened at 3 p.m., on
Saturday, Sept. 28, as part of
a series of events at the library
during Hispanic Heritage Month.
Mitchell Park Library is located
at 3700 Middlefield Road, Palo
Alto. For more information, go to
library.cityofpaloalto.
STORYTELLING POTLUCK
... The city of Palo Alto and
the YMCA are winding up their
Welcome Week festivities with a
potluck and storytelling lounge
on Saturday, Sept. 21, at 6 p.m.
at the Mitchell Park Community
Center, 3700 Middlefield Road,
Palo Alto. Palo Alto’s Welcome
Week is an annual event that
celebrates cultural diversity
through storytelling and other
activities. To RSVP for the
storytelling potluck, go to bit.ly/
ww2019potluck. Q

Title Pages
A monthly section on local books and authors

Five books by local authors that deserve attention
by Linda Taaffe

W

ith cooler weather and
shorter days ahead, the
start of fall is a good
time to update your reading list.
This month we’re looking at five
newly released books by local
authors that showcase people,
culture and events significant to
Palo Alto. So whether you’re in
the mood to explore the area with
an insider’s travel guide or curl up
with a biography, these selections
are bound to give you a new perspective of Palo Alto — making
them worth a read.
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The Mayfield News Depot, shown above, as well as other landmarks from the town of Mayfield are
featured in “Mayfield: The Town that Wouldn’t Go Away,” which looks at how the rise of Palo Alto and
Stanford University eventually led to the town’s incorporation and annexation to Palo Alto.
of alcohol within a 1.5 radius of
the university, that still didn’t stop
liquor sales in Mayfield.
“They just built the saloons farther south,” Ringholz said.
This had a big impact on the
town’s history.
When Stanford
first started building the university, a
lot of the construction workers lived
in Mayfield and the
town experienced a
boom, she explained.
As the liquor problem
progressed, however,
they started building
the town of Palo Alto
and people moved out
of Mayfield in exodus, she said.
She said many came to consider
Mayfield as a place for the dregs
of society, while Palo Alto was
viewed as the hoity-toity town to
the north.
Ringholz also introduces readers to Mayfield’s pioneers, including the mysterious landowner
Peter Coutts and architect Birge
Clark, and touches on the 1906
Earthquake, the opening of the
airport and the rise of Bayside
Canning Company, which became the third largest cannery in
the world.
“The thing that impressed me
most were the people,” Ringholz
said. “They came to Mayfield
from all over the world. The women, in particular, were incredible,

living under so many odds. One
woman gave birth to 29 children
in 30 years.”
Ringholz, who moved to Palo
Alto four years ago after living
in Salt Lake City, said she’s spent
most of her life writing about the
places where she’s lived. When
she arrived in Palo Alto, however,
she didn’t intend on writing a book
about the area until she joined the
Palo Alto Historical Association
to meet people.
“The subject of Mayfield kept
coming up,” she said. “Everyone
kept chuckling when they would
talk about how (Stanford) wanted
a bedroom community and (everyone) had to give up alcohol. ... That

Courtesy of Penguin Books Limited

‘Mayfield: The Town That
Wouldn’t Go Away,’ Raye C.
Ringholz, Palo Alto Historical
Association, 84 pages.
Before Palo Alto, there was
Mayfield. Established in 1853,
the one-time stage stop just south
of Palo Alto’s current downtown
was a thriving township — until
Leland Stanford decided to open
a university in 1885, triggering a
decades-long battle over the sale
of alcohol that endured until July
6, 1925, when Mayfield became
part of the dry town of Palo Alto.
More than nine decades have
passed since Palo
Alto absorbed the
town — originally
bordered by El Camino Real, the railroad
tracks, Cambridge
Avenue and Grant
Avenue — but a lot
of locals still think
of south Palo Alto as
Mayfield, said author
Raye C. Ringholz,
whose new book
about the town is aptly named “Mayfield: The Town
That Wouldn’t Go Away.”
Ringholz spent several months
scouring the city’s historic archives and talking to residents
familiar with Mayfield to provide
the first extensive account of the
early days of the town in her newly released book published by the
Palo Alto Historical Association.
The book details Mayfield’s
battle to keep its saloons open as
Stanford pressured it to go dry and
looks at how the rise of Palo Alto
and Stanford University eventually led to the town’s incorporation
and annexation to Palo Alto.
Ringholz said the town refused
to go dry after the university was
built. Even when a statewide law
went into effect banning the sale

Courtesy of the Palo Alto Historical Association

HENRY WINKLER UNVEILS
‘ALIEN SUPERSTAR’ ...
Emmy Award-winning actor
Henry Winkler, who became a
household name in the 1970s
for his role as Fonzie in the
sitcom “Happy Days,” is coming
to Kepler’s Books at 3 p.m.,
Saturday, Oct. 5, to introduce
his newest project: a middlegrade books series. Winkler
and children’s book writer Lin
Oliver have developed “Alien
Superstar,” which chronicles
an alien named Buddy who
somehow lands in Hollywood
and becomes a teen sensation.
The overnight heartthrob is
suddenly faced with legions of
adoring fans, rides in glamorous
limos and appearances at “allthe-shrimp-you-can-eat” red
carpet parties — but can he
maintain his secret identity while
in the spotlight? Kepler’s is
located at 1010 El Camino Real,
#100 Menlo Park. For tickets, go
to keplers.org.

kind of tickled me.”
According to one person she interviewed for the book, the opening of Mayfield School helped
bring the newly merged community together as students formed
friendships in the classroom with
disregard to in what part of town
they lived.
Ringholz will talk about the
story of Mayfield’s development
during a free public meeting on
Sunday, Oct. 6, 2 p.m., at the Palo
Alto Art Center Auditorium. Joining her will be Carol Gilbert, who
designed the book. For more information about the book, contact
the Palo Alto Historical Association at paha@cityofpaloalto.org.
‘Know My Name,’ Chanel
Miller, Penguin Books Limited,
384 pages.
The young woman who was
sexually assaulted by former
Stanford University student
Brock Turner remained anonymous for more than four years
until she decided to go public
with her story this month in an
effort to help others who have
been sexually assaulted. In her
memoir, which is set for release
on Sept. 24, Chanel Miller,
who was long identified by the
pseudonym Emily Doe, details
her struggles with isolation and
shame during the aftermath and
the trial. Miller’s story went viral
after her victim impact statement,

Title Pages

Teru Clavel

stories of notable places and
faces from more than 30 cities
and towns in the area, including
Palo Alto, Stanford, Atherton,
Woodside and Mountain View.
The book, released last June, is
organized geographically with
detailed maps to help readers
plan treks throughout the valley to places like architect Frank
Lloyd Wright’s Hanna Honeycomb House at Stanford University that he designed without a
single right angle. “I really want
people to go out and find the
‘real’ Silicon Valley and discover some of the most unique and
little-known places all over the
area,” Petersen said.
Available at amazon.com.

‘111 Places in Silicon Valley
That You Must Not Miss,’ text
by Floriana Petersen/photos by
Steve Werney, Emons Publishing, 240 pages.

Dead, Joan Baez and Grace Slick
got their early starts during the
rise of the counterculture. Crane,
who saw many of the bands featured in the book perform at
local high school gyms, parks
and cafes as they got their early
starts in the late ‘60s, includes
detailed descriptions and early
photos of more than 40 Palo Alto
musicians who impacted the music world.
Crane, a member of Palo Alto
Stanford Heritage, leads historical tours in Palo Alto. For more
information about his book or
tours, go to stanfordheritage.
org.

‘Ticket to Rock: Palo Alto,’
Bo Crane, Palo Alto Stanford
Heritage, 47 pages.
Palo Alto native Bo Crane
chronicles how the city’s the
music scene played a pivotal
role in shaping Silicon Valley
in his new historical guide that
features Palo Alto musicians and
their neighborhoods from the
1960s to the 1990s. The book,
which is designed to be used as
a walking guide, features maps
highlighting buildings, homes
and neighborhoods that were
significant to the area’s musical
history, including the Cabana
Hotel Crowne Plaza where the
Beatles stayed and the original
St. Michael’s Alley cafe where
musicians such as The Grateful

When Floriana Petersen
moved to the Bay Area from
Slovenia, she was determined
to find the human side of techcentric Silicon Valley. After
three decades of exploring the
area, Peterson has put together
an insider’s guide for those interested in learning about the region’s lesser-known history, nature and creative community that
make the area unique. In her new
book, Petersen introduces readers to the communities that make
up Silicon Valley. She shares the
history and behind-the-scenes

Courtesy of Bo Crane

Photo by Catlina Ulczar/courtesy Teru Clavel

‘World Class: One Mother’s
Journey Halfway Around the
Globe in Search of the Best
Education for Her Children,’
Teru Clavel, Simon and Schuster,
352 pages.
Former Palo Alto mom Teru
Clavel decided to document her
family’s journey through the Palo
Alto Unified School District after feeling increasingly dissatisfied with the quality of education
her children experienced at the
sought-after and highly ranked
district. From her family’s first
moments in Palo Alto in 2016 —
meeting a very pregnant teacher
with no planned replacement to
being on the receiving end of a
casual suggestion that she donate
$3,000 to the school PTA, Clavel
felt increasingly disillusioned by
the state of the school district.
Clavel said she couldn’t help but
compare her children’s schools
to those they attended in Japan
and China before moving to Palo
Alto in 2016. And Palo Alto’s
fell short. The book, released on
Aug. 20, is part family autobiography and part advocacy guide
for reform in the U.S. public
school system through the lens of
schools in Shanghai, Hong Kong
and Tokyo. The book draws on
her personal experience as well
as education research, interviews
with experts, conferences and
visits to public, charter and private schools across the country.
Available at amazon.com.

Courtesy of Emons Publishing

a rallying cry for survivors of
sexual violence before the start
of the #MeToo movement. The
12-page statement was read in
full in 2016 by members of Congress on the House floor. Turner
was sentenced in 2016 to six
months in Santa Clara County
jail after a jury in Palo Alto convicted him of sexually assaulting
Miller in 2015 outside a campus
fraternity party at Stanford. He
was released after three months
and later unsuccessfully tried to
appeal his conviction. The judge
who sentenced Turner, Aaron
Persky, received fierce public
criticism for his ruling and in
2018 was recalled by 60% of
county voters.
Available at amazon.com.

Bing Concert Hall

Music, theater,
dance, and more
at Stanford University

Sundays with the
St. Lawrence

Triptych (Eyes of One
on Another)

with James Austin
Smith, oboe

by The National’s
Bryce Dessner

The St. Lawrence String
Quartet will mark their 30th
anniversary season with
stunning Sunday performances
in the Stanford Live
2019–20 season.
S U N, S E P 29
2:30 P M
B I N G C O N C E RT H A L L

BUY TICKETS

A powerful work that explores
the origins and impact of
Mapplethorpe’s controversial
photography through music,
projections of Mapplethorpe’s
images, and poetry.
T H U, O C T 3
7:30 P M
M E M O R I A L AU D I TO R I U M

live.stanford.edu

Gravity & Other Myths

From the Middle
Kingdom to the
Wild West

Backbone

The award-winning Australian
circus, Backbone, tests the
limits of physical, emotional,
This symphonic premiere
and collective strength. Expect
celebrates the unsung Chinese
a human extravaganza of
workers of the Transcontinental grace, humor, and feats that
Railroad, featuring traditional
will leave you speechless.
Chinese instruments, orchestra,
vocalists, and more.

The Orchestra Now

S U N, O C T 6
2:30 P M
B I N G C O N C E RT H A L L

650.724.2464

F R I-SAT, O C T 11 & 12
7:30 P M
M E M O R I A L AU D I TO R I U M

SEASON
SPONSOR:

SEASON MEDIA
SPONSOR:
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Home&Real Estate

OPEN HOME GUIDE 49
Also online at PaloAltoOnline.com

A weekly guide to home, garden and real estate news

SAFETY FAIR ... Learn how to
be ready if a disaster strikes. The
First Congregational Church of
Palo Alto hosts an Emergency
Preparedness and Safety Fair
on Sunday, Sept. 22, 11 a.m.
to 1 p.m. Representatives from
the City of Palo Alto’s Office of
Emergency Services and other
local emergency preparedness
experts will share information
and answer questions about
emergency preparedness for
youth, adults and seniors. The fair
takes place in the social hall at
the First Congregational Church
of Palo Alto, 1985 Louis Road,
Palo Alto. For more information,
contact Camelia Sutorius at
cameliasut@gmail.com.

SOLAR GROUP-BUY PROGRAM
... If you’re considering solar
panels or an electric car, come
to a free workshop to learn
about Bay Area SunShares on
Saturday, Sept. 21, 10 a.m.
to noon at the Palo Alto Art
Center. Palo Alto Public Utilities
Manager Lisa Benatar will discuss
SunShares, a solar group-buy
program that allows residents
to pool their buying power and
obtain discounts on rooftop solar
and electric vehicles. SunShares
registration runs through Nov.
15. The Palo Alto Art Center is
located at 1313 Newell Road, Palo
Alto. For more information, go to
cityofpaloalto.org/sunshares or call
Lisa Benatar at 650-329-2385.
RENTS CONTINUE TO INCREASE
... Local rents continue to rise,
according to a September rent
report from Apartment List. The
report found that Palo Alto rents
have gone up 0.5% over the
past month, and are up by 2.0%
compared to the same time last
year. The report listed Palo Alto’s
median rents at $2,534 for a onebedroom apartment and $3,177
for a two-bedroom. The report
found that Palo Alto’s annual rent
growth tops the state average of
1.0% and the national average of
1.5%. The report also noted that
rent has been increasing across
the San Jose metropolitan area,
where 9 out of the 10 cities that
Apartment List tracks in this region
have seen rising rents over the
past year. Read the full report at
apartmentlist.com. Q
Send notices of news and events related
to real estate, interior design, home
improvement and gardening to Home
Front, Palo Alto Weekly, P.O. Box 1610,
Palo Alto, CA 94302, or email editor@
paweekly.com. Deadline is one week
before publication.

READ MORE ONLINE

PaloAltoOnline.com

There are more real estate features
online. Go to PaloAltoOnline.com/
real_estate.

A bounty of events
to celebrate
autumn — and
bring it into
your home
By Heather Zimmerman

Courtesy of the Great Glass Pumpkin Patch

Home Front

Check out displays of more than 10,000 blown glass gourds, meet artists and see glass-blowing
demonstrations at the Great Glass Pumpkin Patch, taking place Sept. 28-29 at the Palo Alto Art Center.

I

t’s not exactly sweater weather yet,
but darkness is falling sooner each
evening and the telltale pumpkins and
Halloween decor that have appeared
in shops (and on the front porches of
those eager for the season) are sure signs that
fall is here. Marking the autumn equinox this
week just makes it all official.
The Midpeninsula offers plenty of ways to
celebrate autumn in the coming weeks, with
festivals and events that take advantage of
some of the Bay Area’s best weather all year
and offer opportunities to make or discover
special things that will help you welcome
this favorite season into your home.

Festivals and Special Events
Great Glass Pumpkin Patch
Sept. 28-29, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Palo Alto Art Center,
1313 Newell Road, Palo Alto
This popular annual event more than lives
up to its “great” name with over 10,000
colorful glass pumpkins on display. Find a
unique blown glass pumpkin — or two or
three — and bring some sparkling seasonal
decor into your home. The event, presented
by the Bay Area Glass Institute (BAGI), the
Palo Alto Art Center, Community Services
Department, Division of Arts and Sciences,
City of Palo Alto, and the Palo Alto Art Center Foundation, is a fundraiser for the arts
groups. In addition to the impressive display
of glass pumpkins, the Great Glass Pumpkin
Patch will feature glass blowing demonstrations each day and a chance to meet some of
the pumpkin artists as you peruse the patch.
Admission is free. For more information,
visit greatglasspumpkinpatch.com.
Filoli Harvest Festival
Sept. 28, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Filoli Orchard Day
Oct. 12, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Filoli Estate,
86 Cañada Road, Woodside
There’s such autumn abundance at Filoli that they’ve added a whole extra day of
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festivities this season.
First up, on Sept. 28, the estate is hosting
its well-loved family-friendly Harvest Festival in the meadow on Filoli’s grounds. Visitors can take part in pumpkin-themed crafts
and enjoy cider, fruit and beer tasting. Learn
about bees and beekeeping from the Beekeepers’ Guild of San Mateo County.
Then, on Oct. 12, Filoli puts its own harvest in the spotlight with Orchard Day, where
you can visit the estate orchard, sample cider
and taste more than 30 varieties of fruit from
Filoli’s orchard. Garden staff and volunteers
will share information on tree care and fruit
harvesting and Filoli’s beekeeper will talk
about the estate’s bees. Members of the Master Food Preservers and Slow Food South
Bay will be on hand to offer tips. The event
also features live bluegrass music, and food
and drinks. And to toast the harvest, you can
pick up a bottle or two of Filoli’s new hard
cider to take home.
Harvest Festival admission: $30 adults
($20 Filoli members); $13 youth 5-17 ($10
members); $5 children 3-4; free admission
for ages 2 and under. Tickets include the cost
of Filoli admission.
Orchard Day admission: $10 adults;
$5 children, plus the cost of Filoli admission ($22 adults; $18 seniors; $15 student,
teacher, military; $11 children (5-17 years
old); free for children under 5 years old.
For more information, visit filoli.org or call
650-364-8300.
Holidays on a High Note
Oct. 21, 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Menlo Circus Club,
190 Park Lane, Atherton
Although the word “holidays” suggests a
certain time in December and early January,
fall has also traditionally been well represented at this event celebrating seasonal entertaining. The Foothill Auxiliary to the Peninsula
Family Service hosts this event, which offers
one-stop inspiration-and-shopping for any
host planning to go all out in their holiday

festivities. Find unique decor and gifts at the
boutique marketplace and admire lavishly set
tablescapes and floral arrangements. Guest
speaker Kren Rasmussen of Bloomsters in
Almaden Valley will discuss floral design.
The event wraps up with a luncheon. Holidays
on a High Note benefits the Peninsula Family
Service STEM program.
Tickets are $135; register before Oct. 17 at
fapfs.org or call 415-309-3412.

Autumn Crafts
Pumpkin succulent planting
Oct. 17, 7-8:30 p.m.
Gamble Garden,
1431 Waverley St., Palo Alto
Pumpkins are a staple of the season, but
why not dress them up a little differently
this year? Instructor Marci Hayden leads
this workshop on decorating pumpkins with
live succulents. Learn how to make a unique
seasonal planting perfectly suited to serve
as the centerpiece for a fall table. Class fee
includes materials (pumpkin and succulents).
For ages 18 and up.
Tickets are $70 members/$80 nonmembers. For more information, call 650-3291356 or visit gamblegarden.org.
Native plant wreath
Oct. 29, 7 p.m.
Sunnyvale Public Library,
665 W. Olive Ave., Sunnyvale
Learn to make a fall wreath from your
own garden, using native foliage and berries.
Deva Luna, a landscape designer specializing in sustainable gardens, leads this workshop, where she will discuss what types of
native plants will work best for wreaths and
how to recycle items you may already have
on hand. She will also share how to secure
the plants and demonstrate how to tie a big
bow as a finishing touch.
Free admission. For more information,
visit cnps-scv.org or call 408-730-7300. Q
Home & Real Estate Editor Heather
Zim m erm an can be em ailed at
hzimmerman@paweekly.com.

SALES AT A GLANCE
Atherton

Total sales reported: 4
Lowest sales price: $3,300,000
Highest sales price: $10,780,000
Average sales price: $8,395,000

East Palo Alto

Total sales reported: 7
Lowest sales price: $1,485,000
Highest sales price: $6,700,000
Average sales price: $3,129,400

Los Altos

Total sales reported: 9
Lowest sales price: $193,000
Highest sales price: $6,600,000
Average sales price: $3,202,600

Menlo Park

Total sales reported: 8
Lowest sales price: $1,100,000
Highest sales price: $5,350,000
Average sales price: $1,961,500

BUILDING PERMITS

Total sales reported: 12
Lowest sales price: $800,000
Highest sales price: $4,000,000
Average sales price: $1,786,600

Palo Alto

Total sales reported: 4
Lowest sales price: $600,000
Highest sales price: $965,000
Average sales price: $840,000

A listing of building projects approved by the city of Palo Alto.
3287 Bryant St. Replace 25-foot
sewer line via trenchless material
SDR-17 4’ polyethylene, no work in
public area. $2,100.
3163 Middlefield Road Replace
~150 ft of sewer main, located in
the back of the property. No work
in the public right of way. $22,000.
4138 Baker Ave. Detached
garage re-roof (6 squares) install
new plywood and composition
shingles. $1,500.
250 University Ave. Commercial
overlay on roof flat roof sections
only (55 squares). $85,000.
3210 Porter Drive Lyft: install 1
non-illuminated monument sign.
$5,000.
318 Middlefield Road Garage
- remove existing one layer of
composition roofing. Install new
lightweight, Class A, lifetime Owens Corning duration premium
cool series, harbor fog-colored,

HOT SUMMER SALES

Mountain View

Portola Valley

Total sales reported: 1
Sales price: $1,380,000

Woodside

Total sales reported: 1
Sales price: $1,829,000

composition shingles. $4,500.
3125 Genevieve Court Replace
existing furnace, same location replace A/C same location $10,000.
3240 Hillview Ave. Install (5) dual
level 2 electric vehicle service
equipment for total 10 electric
vehicle charging stations. Restripe associated parking spaces.
$25,000.
950 Page Mill Road Use & occupancy, and minor office tenant improvement (307 sf) for Alston Bird,
LLP law firm to occupy Suite 120
for a total of 11,000 sf on ground
floor. $36,887.
300 Pasteur Drive Clarification
floor area calculations to match
gross area.
1625 Hamilton Ave. Vehicledamaged wall at laundry room.
Repair, like for like (30 sf). Repair
framing and stucco in same
fashion associated plumbing.
$2,500.
668 Toyon Place Revision to include a change from window and

Source: California REsource

door to sliding door.
3341 Louis Road Residential
sewer replacement (part trench
and part trenchless) no work in
public right of way per contractor.
$7,000.
2305 El Camino Real, Suite A
Commercial exterior improvements include new (3) indirect
sign lighting fixtures per side. Replace fabric on existing awning.
$4,200.
616 Ramona St. Owner repair
includes temporary patch for
abandoned ATM location on exterior wall. $250.
195 Santa Rita Ave. Remove 1
layer of wood shingles. Install 26
squares of composition shingles
over OSB. $21,669.
570 Jefferson Drive Remove
and replace existing furnace and
add new A/C with sound blanket.
$9,000.
180 El Camino Real, Suite K300
First floor cosmetics: Stockroom
shelving and racks.

Today’s news,
sports
& hot picks

Fresh news
delivered
daily
Sign up today at
PaloAltoOnline.com/
express

A MOVE? A NEW JOB? A NEW SPOUSE?
= A NEW HOUSE!!

Contact:

JAN STROHECKER

, SRES

“Experience Counts 32 Years Top Sales Performance”
Realtor, DRE #00620365

Residential • Land • 1031 Exchanges

Direct: (650) 906-6516
Email: janstrohecker@yahoo.com
www.janstrohecker.com

CALL Jan Today
for Best Results!

®

The DeLeon Difference®
650.543.8500
www.deleonrealty.com
650.543.8500 | www.deleonrealty.com | DeLeon Realty CalBRE #01903224

®
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256 San Clemente Drive,
Menlo Park

OPEN HOUSE Sat 9/21 and Sun 9/22üPM

3 bed | 2 bath | Offered at $2,298,000
www.256SanClemente.com
• Completely renovated home in desirable Menlo Oaks neighborhood; situated on a cul-de-sac
• 3 bedrooms and 2 baths, including master suite retreat
• Approximately 2,144 sq.ft. of functional and contemporary living space situated on generous
7,800 sq.ft. of lot [per county]
• Beautifully landscaped fenced front yard with lots of space for play
Ù!BstoB_aBl_OddopO{sObMsVodtUVdtssVOVdaO
• Dazzling glass chandelier in the foyer introduces the home’s modern panache
• Tremendous great room features a porcelain-tiled accent wall and entire wall of glass
opening to a large patio for indoor/outdoor living
• Sleek and open European kitchen with glass and lacquered cabinetry, quartz counters,
zBsOoTB__øzoBllOMWp_BbMÛBbMldoKO_BWbøsW_Oddo
• Stainless steel appliances include Gaggenau gas cooktop, Miele oven, microwave, and
dishwasher, plus Sub-Zero wine cooler and refrigerator
• Master bedroom suite has a large walk-in closet, French doors to the terrace, and en suite
modern bath with dual-sink vanity and frameless glass shower for two
• Two additional bedrooms, one with sliding glass doors to the rear yard, are served by a bath
with vessel sink and tub with overhead shower
Ùt__|bWpVOMBssBKVOMøKBoUBoBUOzWsVaBl_OddopBbMpWUbWKBbsJtW_søWbKBJWbOso|Ûæ 
unit, wine cooler and refrigerator
• Other features include: sound speakers in some rooms; recessed LED lights; NEST thermostat;
central A/C,; laundry room with sink and ironing center; two large closets in the hallway;
dual-paned windows
• Outstanding location just over one mile to University Avenue in downtown Palo Alto and just
2.5 miles to Facebook
• Immediate access to neighborhood park with kids’ playground
• Excellent Menlo Park schools

BROKER TOUR Friday 9/20 9:30AM-1:30PM
TWILIGHT OPEN HOUSE Friday 9/20 5:30PMü7:30PM
OPEN HOUSE Sat 9/21 and Sun 9/22 1-5PM

DAVID & SUNNY

3408 Alma Village Circle,
Palo Alto
4 bed | 3 bath | Offered at $1,998,000
www.3408AlmaVillage.com
• Fully detached single-family home built just 6 years ago by D.R. Horton
• 4 bedrooms, 3 full baths, and 2 half-baths with approx. 2,368 sq.ft. of contemporary
living space
Ù OBtsWTt_VOzbzddMddopBbMJoBbMbOzloOaWtaKBolOs
• Plantation shutters or custom window blinds throughout, organized closets, recessed
lighting, and quartz countertops in kitchen and baths
ÙodtbMøddoUoOBsoddazWsVUBpø_dUoOl_BKOBbMp_WMWbUU_BppMddopsdsVOzoBlø
around patio with gas hook-up for outdoor BBQ
• Gourmet kitchen has maple cabinetry, including island with breakfast bar seating
• Living Room has 5.1 surround sound pre-wired
• Dining Room has Control4 Speakerpoint speakers
Ù+od_OpsBWb_OpppsOO_Bll_WBbKOpWbK_tMOBøJtobOoUBpKdd^sdlÛaWKodzByOÛdyObÛ
and dishwasher, plus a Samsung refrigerator
Ù2VoOOJOModdapdbsVOpOKdbMddoÛszdzWsVMWoOKsBKKOppsdBJBsVzWsVstJBbM
overhead shower, plus the master suite with dual-sink vanity, tub, large shower, and
private commode room
Ù2dlddoTBaW_|æaOMWBoddazWsVptoodtbMpdtbMplOB^OopÛVB_TøJBsVÛBbMJOModda
suite with shower
• Main-level half-bath, attached 2-car garage with plentiful storage and keyless entry
lBMÛBbMpOKdbMøddo_BtbMo|oddazWsVpWb^BbMzBpVOoæMo|Oo
• Central air conditioning, NEST video doorbell, NEST keyless entry, NEST thermostats,
security and surveillance system, and Control4 home automation
ÙbsOoKdap|psOaWbOyOo|JOModdaBpzO__BpUodtbMddo^WsKVObBbMaOMWBæTBaW_|
Room
• Ceiling fans in master suite, Bedroom 2 and media/family room
Ù/d_BooddbUloOøzWoO
• Immediate grocery store convenience; close proximity to schools, Mitchell Park & Library;
bOMWbWbUÛBoaOoĆp Bo^OsBbM B_soBWbdb B_WTdobWByOàÛMBW_|KdbyObWObKOpBs
Midtown Shopping Center and Charleston Shopping Center
• Excellent Palo Alto schools: Fairmeadow Elementary; JLS Middle; Gunn High (buyer to
Kdboaï

OosWOM!OUdsWBsWdb{lOosp

650.489.6251
davidandsunny@compass.com
www.DavidandSunny.com
DRE# 01215151, 01871036
Compass is a licensed real estate broker and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. All material presented herein is intended for informational purposes only. Information is compiled from sources deemed reliable but is subject to errors, omissions, changes in price, condition, sale, or withdraw without notice.
No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footages are approximate. Exact dimensions can be obtained by retaining the services of an architect or engineer. This is not intended to solicit property already listed.
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Early eyes on
your home.
MnqbMmRbm
your listing.

Discover Compass Coming Soon.
Only at compass.com
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3121 South Court
+B_d_sd
 Ś ŚÛĺ/ŚÛĺ/#2
This home combines an enchanting English country ambiance outside
zWsVKVWKpdlVWpsWKBsOM_t{to|WbpWMOà2VOoOpt_sWpOaWbObs_|_WyBJ_OBbM
lOoTOKs_|J_ObMOMWbsdsVWppdtUVsøBTsOo WMsdzbbOWUVJdoVddMà{sObpWyO_|
oObdyBsOMÛsVOWbsOoWdopBoOKoWplzVWsOzWsVJOBtsWTt_KdbsoBpsWbUlWbO
ddopà2oOaObMdtpzB__pdTU_Bpp__sVOVdaOzWsVbBstoB__WUVsdyOo_dd^WbU
sVOO{soBø_BoUOoOBoUBoMObpà2VO^WsKVObWpBJpd_tsO_|pstbbWbUzWsV
JoOB^TBpsJBopOBsWbUBbMBbBooB|dTsdlødTøsVOø_WbOBll_WBbKOpà/lBbbWbU
dbOKdbyObWObs_OyO_ÛsVOptoloWpWbU_|plBKWdtpddol_BbVBpJOModdap
BbMàJBsVpl_tpBMOsBKVOMJtW_MWbUÛloOyWdtp_|sVOUBoBUOÛdTTOop
O{KO__ObsldsObsWB_TdoBbKKOppdo| zO__WbU3bWspdMOpWoBJ_OWb+B_d_sdà
9WsVbtaOodtpVWUVøsOKVTOBstoOpÛlodTOppWdbB__|BlldWbsOMWbsOoWdopÛBbM
B_dspWOdTB_adpsdbOøntBosOoBKoO]tpsaWbtsOpsd B_soBWbÛpVdllWbUÛ
BbM/sBbTdoM3bWyOopWs|Ûl_tpO{KO__ObspKVdd_p÷sVWpWpWbMOOMBzdbMOoTt_
KVdWKOTdo/W_WKdb8B__O|_WyWbUÝ
Highlights:
• llod{WaBsO_|ÛpntBoOTOOsWbsVOaBWbVdaO
•
OsBKVOMJtW_MWbUîBllod{WaBsO_|pnàTsÛloOyWdtp_|BUBoBUOBbM
zWsVdtsMoWyOzB|BKKOppïdTTOopldsObsWB_KdbyOopWdbsdBb 3
• _adpsdbOøntBosOoBKoOîBllod{WaBsO_|ÛpntBoOTOOsï
• #tspsBbMWbU WMsdzb_dKBsWdb_OppsVBbdbOaW_Osd WMsdzb/VdllWbU
ObsOodo B_soBWbÛBbM]tpsaW_Opsd/sBbTdoM3bWyOopWs|
• {KO__ObspKVdd_pÚ_ BoaO_d_OaObsBo|åBbOBsVodl/sBbTdoM
WMM_OåtbbWUVîJt|OosdKdboaï

Offered at $4,680,000

Nadr Essabhoy
650.248.5898
nadr.essabhoy@compass.com
DRE 01085354
dalBppWpBoOB_OpsBsOJod^Oo_WKObpOMJ|sVO/sBsOdT B_WTdobWBBbMBJWMOpJ|ntB_dtpWbU#lldostbWs|_BzpàWKObpO!taJOoà__aBsOoWB_loOpObsOMVOoOWbWpWbsObMOMTdoWbTdoaBsWdbB_ltoldpOpdb_|BbMWpKdalW_OMTodapdtoKOpMOOaOMoO_WBJ_OJtsVBpbdsJOObyOoWOMà
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VBbUOpWbloWKOÛKdbMWsWdbÛ

OPEN SATURDAY 9/21 1:30-4:30PM

3618 Laguna Ave
+B_d_sd


Ś ŚÛĺ/ŚÛ/#2

MID-CENTURY MODERN IN BARRON PARK
9O_KdaOsdsVWpoBoOdTTOoWbUdbsVOaBo^OsTdosVOops
sWaOWbB_adps|OBopÛbOps_OMdbB_BoUO_dsdTÛ
sq ft. Designed to build the interior with the beautiful
ptoodtbMWbUpÛsVOVdaOVBpddoøsdøKOW_WbUU_Bpp
overlooking the grounds. Cross the threshold of this home
and move into a tranquil space in the rear yard offering
dzOopÛBUodyOdToOMzddMsoOOpBbMaBstoOyB__O|dB^pà
The quiet sound of a gentle stream beckons you to walk
toward the creek bank and lift your eyes to the green
plBKOdTTOoOMJ|sVOBM]BKObs d_+Bo^ÛzWsVbdsBbdsVOo
VdtpOWbpWUVsà 3/2/Ý
Offered at $3,195,000
www.3618LagunaAve.com

Arti Miglani
650.804.6942
osWŒosW WU_BbWàKda
DRE 01150085
zzzàosW WU_BbWàKda
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Gorgeous 2/2 Condo at Forest & High
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The Best and Brightest of Downtown Palo Alto
Don’t miss this sunny, beautiful and serene place to call home. It has so many high-priority items in addition to its unbeatable location; a glisqM`U`Slr@mq}UqM\UqITM`ÛT@`Knb_MxbbKbbmnÛ@HUSjmUw@qMj@qUbÛU_jmMnnUwMmMj]@IMÛnj@IUbrnKU`U`S@mM@Û@`Kqxbj@m\U`Snj@IMnà

165 Forest Ave 2A
#MmMK@qđÛÛ
Emely Weissman, MBA

Emely sells downtown Palo Alto!

DRE 01119038
emely.weissman@compass.com
650.814.0374

Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Number 01079009. All material presented herein is intended for informational purposes only and is compiled from sources
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35TH ANNUAL

Half
Marathon

PALO ALTO WEEKLY

10K Run
5K Run
& Walk
AT PALO ALTO BAYLANDS

Friday, Oct. 11, 2019
Presented by City of Palo Alto
A beneﬁt
beneﬁt event
ocal non-proﬁts
for local
ting kids & families
supporting

INFORMATION AND REGISTRATION: PaloAltoOnline.com/moonlight_run
CORPORATE SPONSORS:

EVENT SPONSORS:

COMMUNITY SPONSORS:
Palo Alto
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OPEN HOMES
ATHERTON
65 Shearer Dr
Sun 1:30-4:30
Coldwell Banker

LEGEND: CONDO (C), TOWNHOME (T).

$5,495,000
3 BD/2.5 BA
400-2933

95 Mesa Ct
Sun 1:30-4
Compass

$8,100,000
4 BD/3 BA
888-0860

69 Flood Cir
Sat/Sun 1-4
Compass

$6,795,000
5 BD/4 BA
543-1177

90 Macbain Av
Sat/Sun 1-4
Compass

$5,795,000
5 BD/3.5 BA
465-6210

399 Atherton Av
Sat/Sun 1-4
Compass

$4,695,000
6 BD/5.5 BA
388-0129

CUPERTINO
19814 La Mar Dr
Sat/Sun 1-4
Intero

$1,888,000
3 BD/2 BA
464-0692

EAST PALO ALTO
1982 W. Bayshore Rd (C)
Sat/Sun 1-4
Keller Williams Realty

$675,000
1 BD/1 BA
804-6673

1982 W. Bayshore Rd #326 (C)
Sat/Sun 1-5
DeLeon Realty

$788,000
2 BD/2 BA
900-7000

EMERALD HILLS
424 Hillcrest Way
Sun 1-4
Compass

$1,695,000
4 BD/2 BA
388-0129

FOSTER CITY
508 Gibraltar Ln
Sat/Sun 1:30-4:30
Compass

$1,688,000
3 BD/3 BA
468-4834

LOS ALTOS

839 Paulson Cir
Sat/Sun 1:30-4:30
Compass

$2,998,000
3 BD/2.5 BA
415-533-7270

2130 Sterling Av
Sat/Sun 1-5
Compass

$2,395,000
3 BD/2 BA
814-0478

2242 Avy Av
Sat/Sun 1-4
Compass

$3,198,000
4 BD/3 BA
464-3797

156 Hedge Rd
Sat/Sun 1:30-4:30
Compass

$1,925,000
4 BD/2 BA
862-3266

1080 Klamath Dr
Sun 1-4
Keller Williams Realty

$3,998,000
4 BD/4.5 BA
703-6948

16 Nancy Way
Sat/Sun 1:30-4:30
Compass

$3,295,000
4 BD/2 BA
862-3266

565 Olive St
Sat 1:30-4:30
DeLeon Realty

$3,988,000
5 BD/3 BA
900-7000

4 Palm Ct
Sun 1-4
Coldwell Banker

$5,725,000
5 BD/4 BA
566-5353

765 Cotton St
Sun 1:30-4:30
DeLeon Realty

$6,788,000
6 BD/4.5 BA
900-7000

1131 Hobart St
Sat/Sun 1:30-4
Compass

$5,998,000
6 BD/6 BA
799-3130

375 Walsh Rd
Sun 1-4
Compass

$6,495,000
6 BD/6 BA
642-8042

MOUNTAIN VIEW
602 Midrock Corners (T)
Sat/Sun 1-4
Keller Williams Realty

$1,188,000
2 BD/1.5 BA
678-1628

123 Sonoma Ter (T)
Sat/Sun 1-5
DeLeon Realty

$988,000
2 BD/2.5 BA
900-7000

456 Gabilan St #6
Sat/Sun 1-4
Sereno Group Realtors

$1,598,000
2 BD/2 BA
947-2955

1909 Aberdeen Ln
Sat/Sun 1-4
Sereno Group Realtors

$1,498,000
3 BD/3.5 BA
207-0226

487 Tyndall St #5 (C)
Sat/Sun 1-5
DeLeon Realty

$998,000
2 BD/1 BA
900-7000

180 Darya Ct
Sat/Sun 1-4
Sereno Group Realtors

$1,498,000
3 BD/3.5 BA
248-8095

5100 El Camino Real #102 (C)
Sun 2-4
Compass

$1,698,000
3 BD/2 BA
964-3722

400 Orange Av
Sat/Sun 1-4
Sereno Group Realtors

$3,699,000
4 BD/3.5 BA
947-2903

154 Bridgton Ct
Sat/Sun 1:30-4:30
Sereno Group Realtors

$7,998,000
5 BD/6.5+ BA
408-391-7582

1710 Miller Av
Sat/Sun 1:30-4:30
DeLeon Realty

$3,988,000
5 BD/5.5 BA
900-7000

LOS ALTOS HILLS

110 Hilary Av (T)
Sat/Sun 1-5
DeLeon Realty
910 San Marcos Cir
Sat 1:30-4
Coldwell Banker

PALO ALTO

$1,488,000
3 BD/3 BA
900-7000
$1,899,000
4 BD/2 BA
415-572-1595

555 Byron St #309 (C)
Sun 2-4
Compass

$2,395,000
2 BD/3 BA
823-8212

165 Forest Av #2A (C)
Sat/Sun 1:30-4:30
Compass

$1,699,000
2 BD/2 BA
814-0374

26600 Elena Rd
Sat 1:30-4:30
DeLeon Realty

$4,488,000
4 BD/3.5 BA
900-7000

1055 Embarcadero Rd
Sat/Sun 1:30-4:30
Compass

$2,195,000
3 BD/2 BA
269-0210

11600 Old Ranch Ln
Sun 1:30-4:30
DeLeon Realty

$3,488,000
4 BD/3 BA
900-7000

1810 Fulton St
Sat/Sun 1-4
Compass

$4,188,000
3 BD/2 BA
207-2024

12004 Adobe Creek Lodge Rd
Sat/Sun 1-4
Compass

$6,488,000
5 BD/6 BA
740-9694

433 Guinda St
Sat 1-4
Intero

$3,388,888
3 BD/3 BA
947-4700

240 Kellogg Av
Sun 1:30-4:30
Compass

$3,988,000
3 BD/3 BA
740-7954

27500 La Vida Real
By Appointment
DeLeon Realty

$49,990,000
5 BD/7+5 Half BA
900-7000

14780 Manuella Av
Sun 1:30-4:30
DeLeon Realty

$7,488,000
5 BD/5.5 BA
900-7000

MENLO PARK

505 Byron St #303 (C)
$2,550,000
Sun 2-4
3 BD/3 BA
Golden Gate Sothebys International Realty
793-5934
425 Grant Av #28 (C)
Sat/Sun 1:30-4:30
Compass

$1,528,000
3 BD/2 BA
408-203-0567

994 Menlo Av #10
Sat 5-6:30/Sun 1-3
Compass

$2,195,000
2 BD/2.5 BA
336-8530

1175 Hermosa Way
Sat 2-4/Sun 1-4
Compass

$3,998,000
3 BD/2.5 BA
207-0781

415 Lemon St
Sun 1:30-4:30
Coldwell Banker

$3,595,000
3 BD/3 BA
851-1961

2951 Bryant St
$5,125,000
Sat/Sun 2-4
4 BD/4.5 BA
Golden Gate Sothebys International Realty
255-7372

1155 Merrill St #203
Sun 1:30-4:30
DeLeon Realty

$1,688,000
3 BD/2 BA
900-7000

886 Chimalus Dr
Sat/Sun 1:30-4:30
Compass

8 Artisan Way (T)
Sat/Sun 1:30-4:30
Compass

$1,825,000
3 BD/3 BA
384-5392

$3,688,000
4 BD/4 BA
208-5196

FEATURED

REDWOOD CITY

HOME OF THE WEEK

757 Brewster Av (C)
$1,595,000
Sat/Sun 2-4
2 BD/3.5 BA
Golden Gate Sothebys International Realty
400-7409
317 Rutherford Av
Sat/Sun 1:30-4:30
Compass

$1,399,950
3 BD/1.5 BA
492-0200

804 Lakeshore Dr (C)
Sat/Sun 1:30-4:30
Compass

$1,599,000
3 BD/3 BA
380-3588

530 OAK ST,
MOUNTAIN VIEW
OPEN FRI 9-5, SAT/SUN 12-5

627 Spring St
$1,300,000
Sat/Sun 2-4
4 BD/2 BA
Golden Gate Sothebys International Realty
690-1379

3br, 2.5ba main house, plus 1br,
1ba detached unit. Gorgeous
home in the heart of downtown
Mountain View!!
Offered at: $2,398,000

3615 Farm Hill Blvd
Sun 1-4
Compass

$2,688,000
5 BD/4 BA
222-0706

1300 Stockbridge Av
Sat/Sun 1:30-4:30
Coldwell Banker

$2,975,000
5 BD/5.5 BA
575-9037

Michael Galli
650-248-3076
359 Embarcadero Rd
Sun 2-4
Compass
712 Holly Oak Dr
Sat/Sun 2-4
Compass
638 Middlefield Rd
Sat 2-4
Coldwell Banker
471 Pepper Av
Sat/Sun 1:30-4:40
Compass
158 Rinconada Av
Sat/Sun 2-4
Coldwell Banker
3121 South Ct
Sat/Sun 1-5
Compass
771 Sutter Av
Sat/Sun 1-5
DeLeon Realty
3124 Alexis Dr
Sun 1:30-4
Compass
369 Churchill Av
By Appointment
DeLeon Realty
575 Everett Av
Sun 1:30-4:30
Keller Williams Realty
741 Homer Av
Sat/Sun 1:30-4:30
Compass
2388 Louis Rd
Sun 1:30-4:30
DeLeon Realty
144 Monroe Dr
Sun 2-4
Compass
2350 Tasso St
Sat/Sun 1:30-4:30
DeLeon Realty
2001 Webster St
Sun 1:30-4:30
Keller Williams Realty
593 Glenbrook Dr
Sat/Sun 1:30-4:30
Compass

PORTOLA VALLEY
210 Escobar Rd
Sat 2-4/Sun 1-4
Coldwell Banker
229 Grove Dr
Sun 2-4
Coldwell Banker
77 Lerida Ct
Sat 1:30-4:30
DeLeon Realty
60 Valencia Ct
Sat/Sun 1:30-4:30
Coldwell Banker
167 Ramoso Rd
Sat 1-4
Coldwell Banker

$5,250,000
4 BD/2.5 BA
823-8212
$2,998,000
4 BD/2 BA
291-8487
$2,995,000
4 BD/3.5 BA
566-5353
$3,388,000
4 BD/3.5 BA
245-4490
$4,398,000
4 BD/3.5 BA
465-4663
$4,680,000
4 BD/3 BA
248-5898
$3,988,000
4 BD/4 BA
900-7000
$4,195,000
5 BD/3.5 BA
888-0860
$39,988,000
5 BD/7+3 Half BA
900-7000
$3,998,000
5 BD/3.5 BA
278-1249
$6,550,000
5 BD/5.5 BA
906-8008
$3,988,000
5 BD/4 BA
900-7000
$4,198,000
5 BD/4.5 BA
464-3797
$4,850,000
5 BD/4.5 BA
900-7000
$9,980,000
5 BD/4 BA
269-7538
$4,775,000
6 BD/4 BA
464-6080

$3,195,000
3 BD/2.5 BA
566-5353
$4,250,000
4 BD/2 BA
400-8076
$3,488,000
4 BD/3.5 BA
900-7000
$2,995,000
4 BD/3.5 BA
851-1961
$5,495,000
6 BD/5 BA
566-5353

REDWOOD SHORES
738 Newport Cir
Sun 1-4
Compass

$1,395,000
2 BD/2.5 BA
465-1651

SAN CARLOS
231 Chesham Av
Sat/Sun 1:30-4:30
Compass
887 Elm St
Sun 1-4
Keller Williams Realty

$1,788,000
3 BD/2 BA
274-5187
$2,749,500
4 BD/4.5 BA
619-7117

SAN JOSE
1580 Park Av
Sat/Sun 1-4
Coldwell Banker

$920,000
2 BD/2 BA
302-2250

366 Fleming Av
Sat 1-4
Keller Williams Realty

$998,000
4 BD/2.5 BA
906-0640

1086 Bigleaf Pl (T)
Sat 1:30-4:30
Keller Williams Realty

$1,350,000
4 BD/3.5 BA
713-7148

SAN MATEO
1101 Shoreline Dr (T)
Sat 12:30-3:30
Compass
340 N Idaho St
Sat/Sun 1-4
Coldwell Banker

$905,000
1 BD/1.5 BA
796-4902
$998,000
2 BD/2 BA
408-644-5041

SARATOGA
12343 Julie Ln (T)
Sun 1:30-4:30
Compass

$1,488,000
3 BD/2.5 BA
269-6809

SUNNYVALE
209 Red Oak East Dr E
Sat/Sun 1-4
Compass

$749,000
2 BD/1 BA
269-6700

590 San Posadas Ter
Sun 1:30-4:30
Keller Williams Realty

$1,198,000
2 BD/2.5 BA
269-7538

839 Dartshire Way
Sun 1:30-4:30
DeLeon Realty

$3,050,000
4 BD/3.5 BA
900-7000

WOODSIDE
1942 Kings Mountain Rd
By Appointment
Coldwell Banker
370 Mountain Home Ct
By Appointment
DeLeon Realty

$2,595,000
3 BD/2.5 BA
740-2970
$17,988,000
3+1 BD/5.5 BA
900-7000

518 Patrol Rd
Sun 1:30-4:30
Coldwell Banker

$3,395,000
4 BD/2.5 BA
740-2970

23 Skylonda Dr
Sun 2-4
Compass

$1,395,000
4 BD/3 BA
336-8530

320 Family Farm Rd
Sun 1-4
Compass

$5,850,000
5 BD/3 BA
207-7105
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Sports
Shorts

ON THE AIR
Friday
College field hockey California at
Stanford, 2:30 p.m., Pac-12 Network
College men’s soccer: Stanford at
California 4:30 p.m., Pac-12 Network

Saturday
College men’s soccer: BYU at
Stanford, noon, Pac-12 Network
College football: Oregon at Stanford, 4 p.m., ESPN

Monday
AVP beach volleyball: Hawai’i
Open, 4 p.m., NBCSN

Tuesday
College men’s soccer: San Jose
State at Stanford, 7 p.m., Pac-12 Network

Thursday
College women’s volleyball: Stanford at California, 7:30 p.m. p.m., Pac12 Network

READ MORE ONLINE

www.PASportsOnline.com
For expanded daily coverage of
college and prep sports, visit
www.PASportsOnline.com

Local sports news
and schedules,
edited by Rick Eymer

Karen Ambrose Hickey

PREP REPORT … Gunn High won its
SCVAL De Anza Division girls volleyball
opener and Palo Alto improved to 2-0 in
league play entering Thursday’s league
action. The Titans rallied from a 2-0
deficit in sets to beat host Mountain
View 17-25, 18-25, 25-22, 25-21, 15-11
in a stirring turnaround led by senior
hitters Odeya Russo and Rachel Grant,
who combined for 45 of the team’s
55 kills. Senior setter Ana DuBois
recorded 49 assists and six players
had at least eight digs for Gunn (8-7,
1-0). Palo Alto (5-4, 2-0) took care of
Monta Vista, 14-25, 25-16, 27-25, 2515, in Cupertino. Senior Mia Gibbs hit
.429 with 12 kills and four blocks and
junior Sophia Krugler added 12 kills,
five digs and a block … In the PAL Bay
Division, Menlo-Atherton won its fourth
straight match, beating host Woodside,
25-23, 26-24, 25-19. Junior rightside
Emma Spindt led M-A with 15 kills,
senior outside Natalie Grover had 10,
senior middle Marit Hoyem and junior
outside Semaijah Ix-Siu added five
apiece … In the WBAL Foothill Division,
Elena Radeff, who has committed to
play at Santa Clara next fall, recorded
19 kills, Sofie Wheeler added nine and
Sacred Heart Prep beat host Mercy
San Francisco 25-16, 25-13, 25-9. Iris
O’Connor had 11 digs for the Gators
(11-5, 3-0). Sophomore setter Millie
Muir , a Duke commit, added 43
assists … In the WBAL Skyline Division,
Castilleja opened its league season
with a 25-21, 25-14, 25-14 victory over
visiting The King’s Academy as Jordan
Amos-Grosser and Hadley Nunn
combined for 10 kills, 25 digs and six
aces. Suzzy Wang added 12 digs …
Noah Housenbold scored five goals
but Menlo School dropped a 16-12
overtime decision to visiting Bellarmine
in a WCAL boys water polo contest.
Sacfred Heart Prep topped host Mitty
13-7 as Luke Johnston scored five
times … Alexandra Szczerba scored
four goals as Sacred Heart Prep topped
visiting Mitty in a WCAL girls water polo
match. Annabel Facey and Margot
Gibbons each added three. Menlo
sophomore Rusha Bhat contributed
four goals and three steals in Menlo’s
7-4 win over host Presentation.

but by such a surprising and somewhat humiliating score, the Gators (2-1) will be out to redeem
themselves.
Hillsdale, like Half Moon Bay a
member of the PAL Ocean Division, is 3-0 but has played a relatively weak schedule with wins
over Irvington, Independence and
Mills. Running back Nathan Iskander is off to an incredible start for
the Knights with 53 carries for 516
yards and nine touchdowns.
Iskander is listed at 5-8 and 150.
“That might be with his gear
on,’’ Hillsdale coach Mike Parodi
said, “He’s pretty dynamic, tough as
nails, not afraid of contact.’’

Palo Alto’s Colin Giffen caught three touchdown passes in last week’s victory over Pioneer in San Jose.
The Vikings host Carlmont at 7 p.m. Friday.

PREP FOOTBALL

On the receiving end of good coaching
Gunn, Woodside head to Monterey County
by Glenn Reeves
or Palo Alto coach Nelson
Gifford, Friday’s 7 p.m.
home game against Carlmont
will provide the opportunity to go
up against a mentor.
Carlmont coach Jake Messina
was an assistant on Earl Hansen’s
staff when Gifford played at Paly
in the late 1990s. And as Gifford
worked his way through the coaching ranks he served as an assistant
on Messina’s staff at Golden Valley
High in Merced and as offensive
coordinator at Fremont in Sunnyvale. When Messina moved on
from Fremont to Carlmont, Gifford
received his first opportunity as a
head coach at Fremont.
Paly and Carlmont are both 2-1,
each coming off a pair of blowout
wins after losing season openers.
And long relationships aside, both
coaches will pull out all the stops
in order to have their team come out
on top Friday.
“Interesting is the right word,’’
Gifford said. “I feel good about it
at times and then other times kind
of feel sick. I look forward to the
opportunity to show what competition should be. And once the game
is over we’re friends who support
each other. I want the kids to reflect
that as well.’’
Star wide receiver and Fresno
State commit Jamir Shepard did not
play in last week’s 48-0 win over
Pioneer. He’ll be ready to go against
Carlmont.
“We could’ve taped him up
against Pioneer, but made the decision to wait until we have him 100
percent, or as close to 100 as we
can,’’ Gifford said.
In Shepard’s absence Colin
Giffen (seven catches, 113 yards, 3
TDs) and Junacio Henley (six catches, 141 yards, 1 TD) had big games
on the receiving end of passes from
Danny Peters and Kevin Cullen.
Now Paly can go forward with
three wide receivers playing with a

F

Page 50 • September 20, 2019 • Palo Alto Weekly • www.PaloAltoOnline.com

high level of confidence.
“That’s huge, that just means everything,’’ Gifford said. “Now all
the receivers feel they can be the
guy on every snap. If it turns into
the Jamir Shepard show, we’re not
as good, although the Jamir Shepard show is pretty exciting.’’
Shepard, who caught 19 touchdown passes a year ago, made four
TD receptions against Overfelt two
weeks ago, three of those coming
after he injured his ankle on the
first one.
Giffen had three touchdown
catches against Pioneer and now
has five on the season.
“He was letting Jamir know on
the bus ride home,’’ Gifford said of
the 5-4 score. “A little bit of a shootout. They’re competing.’’
And with the passing game in
high gear, sophomore Josh Butler
has come on strong at running back
with 100-plus yard rushing games
the last two weeks.
The Carlmont program has made
steady progress since Messina took
over. Last year the Scots won the
Peninsula Athletic League Lake
Division title and, after knocking
off undefeated Independence in the
semifinals, advanced to the Central
Coast Section Division IV championship game.
Running back Jonaven Kuhn is
the standout in Carlmont’s Wing-T
offense.
The expectation might be that
Carlmont will try to control the
clock with its running game and
keep the ball away from the Palo
Alto offense.
“They’re not just a ball-control
offense that goes on 14- or 15-play
drives,’’ Gifford said. “They explode on people and I’m concerned
about explosive plays.’’
Gunn vs. Marina at Monterey
Peninsula College, Friday 7 p.m.
Gunn is 3-0 for the first time
since 2002 and is averaging over

55 points per game. Marina is 0-3
and coming off a 39-0 loss to James
Lick, a team Gunn beat 42-0 the
previous week.
“We can’t take anybody for
granted,’’ Gunn coach Jason Miller
said. “This will be a good test for
our defense. They do a lot of shifting and use offensive formations we
haven’t seen.’’
None of the teams Gunn has
faced so far have had any success
in shutting down the team’s doublewing offense. Scoring 166 points
over your first three games can be
some heady stuff.
“We just got done watching film
and there’s so many things we can
do to improve,’’ Miller said. “We’re
not resting on our laurels. We’ve
played competition that is below
the level of competition we’ll see in
the El Camino (Division). We want
to keep on improving.’’
Other El Camino Division teams
off to good starts include Saratoga,
which is also 3-0.
“We’re kind of excited for our
first road game,’’ Miller said. “Marina opens up its offense more than
the other teams we’ve played. The
kids should be focused and treat
this as a business trip.’’
Hillsdale at Sacred Heart
Prep, Saturday 2 p.m.
The Gators went into last Friday’s
game at Half Moon Bay feeling
great about themselves at 2-0 and
coming off a win over St. Ignatius.
There’s a decidedly different
outlook this week after suffering a
stunning 40-0 loss to HMB.
“We were a little flat, a little
overconfident,’’ Sacred Heart Prep
coach Mark Grieb said. “Credit
Half Moon Bay. They played with
great energy, looked like Half
Moon Bay of 2017.’’
That was the year the Cougars
played in a state championship
game.
This week after not only losing

Francis Parker (San Diego) at
Menlo School, Friday 4 p.m.
Menlo (1-2) will be looking to
get back in the win column after
a tough 16-14 loss to Santa Clara.
Francis Parker, like Menlo a
small, academically-oriented private school, comes in with a 1-3
record after an 11-2 season a year
ago. Menlo will return the favor by
making a trip to play Parker in San
Diego next year.
“They’re similar to us,’’ Menlo
coach Josh Bowie said. “They contacted us about setting up a game so
this will be the first year of a NorthSouth series. They will play us on
Friday and attend the Stanford-Oregon game on Saturday.’’
Against Santa Clara the Menlo
game plan was to feature the running of Samson Axe. He went in
for a touchdown in the first quarter
to put Menlo up 7-0, but injured an
ankle and was out for the rest of the
game.
Backup running back Ryan
McKee also incurred an ankle injury. Early this week Bowie was
unsure about either’s status for Friday’s game.
“We’re just trying to get better,’’
Bowie said. “Right now we just
can’t get over the hump.’’
Woodside at Seaside, Friday
7:30 p.m.
When Woodside coach Justin
Andrews arranged a non-league
game with Seaside it was to play a
team from a program going through
struggles similar to what his own
team had experienced. The Spartans went 1-9 a year ago and finished the season with 19 players.
The Seaside team Woodside will
play Friday is off to a 3-0 start, including a win over Bishop O’Dowd,
and has a 35-player roster.
“They’re very athletic, very big,
very tough,’’ Andrews said.
Woodside (0-3) is employing a
new offensive system this season, a
modernized single wing. It’s a different look than most teams see and
the Wildcats try to utilize plenty of
deception with shifting linemen,
misdirection, reverses and direct
snaps to different members of the
backfield. The unorthodox approach
can cause problems for opposing defenses. Leigh, Woodside’s opponent
last week, jumped offside on several
occasions. But it also caused issues
for the Woodside offense in the
form of illegal procedure penalties
and mishandled handoffs.
But Andrews likes the progress
he’s seen.
“We’re close to getting more
consistent with our execution,’’ he
said. Q

Sports
STANFORD VOLLEYBALL

Schedule challenges the Cardinal
to raise level of play
Nine of first 11 opponents are nationally ranked
by Rick Eymer
y the time the Stanford
women’s volleyball team
gets through its nonconference schedule, the second-ranked
Cardinal will have played six of the
top 12 teams in the country, including Wednesday’s 25-21, 22-25, 2517, 25-16 victory over top-ranked
Nebraska in front of a record crowd
of 8,632 at the Bob Devaney Sports
Center in Lincoln.
Stanford’s final contest before
opening Pac-12 Conference play
is with No. 12 BYU, which will be
held at Maples Pavilion at noon Saturday, with plenty of time for football later in the afternoon.
Stanford’s response to seeing its
37-match winning streak come to
an end was emphatic against one
of the nation’s top programs. It
was rematch of last year’s dramatic
national championship contest in
which the Cardinal (6-1) won in
five sets.
BYU (7-2 entering Thursday’s
match at Utah) handed Stanford its
only loss last season.
In retrospect, the loss to BYU
kept Stanford hungry the remainder
of the season and kept it focused on
the ultimate goal.

B

Last week’s loss to Minnesota
may have the same lingering affect,
though the Cardinal is a savvy, veteran team with a starting lineup that
has already won two national titles.
While Stanford typically plays
a challenging schedule year in
and year out, this season seems to
have been deliberately even more
difficult.
The Cardinal will have played
six consecutive matches against
top 10 cailber teams following wins
over a pair of unranked opponents
to open the year. It’s no mistake
that a championship run through
the NCAA tournament takes six
matches against top opponents.
The Cardinal is one of six conference teams ranked in the current
AVCA Top 25 and two others are
receiving votes. Stanford’s first
three conference opponents are
ranked.
Of course, there’s always the RPI
factor, which the NCAA selection
committee employs to seed teams
for the tournament.
This season also has the added
bonus of watching players climb
the all-time lists across the board.
Kathryn Plummer, the two-time
National Player of the Year, is on

Across
1 Enough, in Italy
6 Shortly, to Shakespeare
10 Gives in to gravity
14 Groove for a letter-shaped bolt
15 Setting for “The Music Man”
16 Paris’s ___ d’Orsay
17 Concerned question
19 “Back in the ___” (Beatles song)
20 Nixes, as a bill
21 Edit menu command
22 Where harmful skin exposure may
originate
26 Electrified particle
27 Moines intro
28 270 are required to win the White House
(abbr.)
29 Nine of diamonds feature?
30 “American Pie” actress Tara
32 Some karaoke songs
34 Interstellar emissions studied by NASA
39 Former “America’s Got Talent”
judge Klum
40 Word on a red sign
43 Pompous type
46 Architect who passed in 2019
47 “Call of Duty: Black ___”
50 Most recent Summer Olympics host
51 Unwisely responding to an online
troublemaker
55 Pageant prop
56 “Yup”
57 “Cantos” poet Pound
58 Intermediaries
62 Stack of paper
63 Map dot
64 Basketball Hall-of-Famer ___ Thomas
65 Concordes, e.g.
66 Egyptian canal
67 Really, really tiny

pace to become the third Cardinal
to reach 2,000 kills for a career and
will likely finish with the secondmost in school history.
The caveat is that Logan Tom,
one of Stanford’s greatest team
players as well as an All-American
hitter, would have reached 2,000
had it not been for the 2000 Sydney
Olympics. Instead of using a redshirt year, Tom missed the season’s
first 15 matches and was back in
Stanford’s lineup for the ninth conference match, less than a week following the Olympics.
Which does nothing to diminish
Plummer’s historical place at Stanford. Should the Cardinal go on to
win the national title, it would mean
three in four years for the seniors,
matching the best run in Cardinal
history.
Plummer moved into 10th place
on the all-time kills list following
her 19 kills in the win over Nebraska. She has 1,652, 30 shy of matching Foluke Akinradewo for ninth.
Jenna Gray, who had 50 assists
against the Cornhuskers, has 4,350
for her career, fifth in Stanford history and needs 112 to move past
Carrie Feldman into fourth place.
She will likely become the fourth
Cardinal to reach 5,000.
Audriana Fitzmorris has 515 career blocks, good for sixth overall
on the school’s all-time list.
Morgan Hentz, who matched
her season-high of 22 digs against
Nebraska, has 1,811 digs, needing
206 more to match Kyle Gilbert for
second overall. Q

ATHLETES OF THE WEEK

Alena Radeff,
Millie Muir
SACRED HEART PREP
VOLLEYBALL
The senior-sophomore duo
helped the Gators open West Bay
Athletic League play with a pair
of victories, including a four-set
win over Menlo. Radeff collected
51 kills and Muir recorded 97
assists in the two matches.

GUNN FOOTBALL
The senior fullback gained
195 yards and scored four
touchdowns, including runs
of 64, 62 and 21 yards, on
seven carries to help the
Titans beat Yerba Buena and
improve to 3-0 for the first
time since 2002.

Honorable mention
Amelia Gibbs

Josh Butler

Palo Alto volleyball

Palo Alto football

Natalie Grover

Colin Giffen

Menlo-Atherton volleyball

Palo Alto football

Gianna Inguagiato

Junacio Henley

Menlo golf

Palo Alto football

Ella Sheehan

Noah Housenbold

Sacred Heart Prep tennis

Menlo water polo

Lexi Triantis

Isaac Rotenberg

Castilleja water polo

Sacred Heart Prep water polo

Vikki Xu

Ryan Stanley

Menlo golf

Palo Alto water polo
*Previous winner

Watch video interviews of the Athletes of the Week, go to PASportsOnline.com

“Evened Out” — following the sequence. by Matt Jones

This week’s SUDOKU

Answers on page 37.

Answers on page 37.

Down
1 “Before I forget,” in texts
2 Cinders
3 Eastern European language, such as in
Dvorak’s “Dances”
4 Sacred emblem
5 Like some retired racehorses
6 Broadcasters
7 Yogurt brand named after a Queensland
beach town
8 Newman’s ___
9 Old horse
10 Catcher’s position
11 Queensland resident, e.g.
12 “Beauty and the Beast” antagonist
13 Sounds in car chase scenes

Eitan Smolyar

18 Made on a loom
21 It may start out dry in a box
22 Tree with needles
23 Fish eggs
24 Pair, in Paris
25 Bon ___ (indie band with the 2019 album
“i,i”)
31 Homer’s outburst
32 Half of MCCII
33 Part of PBS, for short
35 Antique photo tone
36 Appearance
37 “Got it”
38 Entered with much pomp
41 Painting medium

www.sudoku.name

42 D.C. figure
43 Dessert, in England
44 Confiscates
45 Pirate, in old slang
47 “That’s awkward”
48 Flippant
49 “Victory is mine!” character
52 Small units of liquor
53 Ping-pong surface
54 “Wild” star Witherspoon
58 “Saving Private Ryan” extras
59 Beavers’ sch.
60 Rapper Lil ___ X
61 Just short
©2019 Jonesin’ Crosswords (jonesincrosswords@gmail.com)
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COLDWELL BANKER

San Mateo | $998,000
Spacious two-story 2br/2ba home with private fenced backyard. Centrally located to major freeways and parks.
Miriam Porras 408.644.5041
CalRE#02002039
Amelia Middel 650.704.3064
CalRE#01103989

East Palo Alto | $849,000
Great location! Move in ready home with 2br/1ba, 2 car garage, a cozy LV and updated kitchen on a large lot.
Miriam Porras 408.644.5041
CalRE#02002039
Amelia Middel 650.704.3064
CalRE#01103989

Mountain View | $848,000
-PWFMZVQEBUFECSCBUPQnPPSDPOEP)0"BNFOJUJFTJODMVEFQPPM UFOOJTDPVSU FMFWBUPS*OBHSFBUBSFBþ
Nana Spiridon
650.483.6983
nspiridon@hotmail.com
CalRE#01142729

COLDWELLBANKERHOMES.COM
The property information herein is derived from various sources that may include, but not be limited to, county records and the Multiple Listing Service, and it may include approximations. Although the information is believed to be accurate, it is not warranted and you should not rely upon it without personal verification. Real estate agents affiliated
with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor agents and are not employees of the Company. ©2019 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. Owned by a subsidiary of NRT LLC.
Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker Logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.
414911SFSV_07/18 CalRE #01908304.
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