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for a special sneak preview
Get an in-depth look at how we have redefined patient care.
Make your reservations now to attend the Community Open

Community Open House
500 Pasteur Dr • Stanford, CA

House—two days of behind-the-scenes tours, exhibits, family
activities, and complimentary food.

Page
P
Pa
age 2 • A
August
ugus
ug
ust 16,
16, 2019
16
201
20
19
9•P
Palo
al o A
al
alo
Al
Alto
lto
to W
Weekly
eekklly • ww
ee
w
www.PaloAltoOnline.com
ww
w..Pa
Pallo
oA
Alllto
tto
oO
On
nlliin
ne
e.c
.co
om
m

REGISTER & JOIN US
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Thinking of Taking
Advantage of our
Current Market?
If so, it’s not too soon to start the process
of preparing your home for sale.
Our expertise ranges from minor touch-up
to a complete makeover, with concierge
service that includes:
Į

Repairs and Upgrades

Į

Landscape and Design

Į

Interior Design

Į

Staging

Į

Professional Photography & Video

Į

Full Page Newspaper & Magazine Ads

Į

Robust Online Marketing

Whether your home is market ready or
in need of some TLC, we offer strategic
options designed to generate the highest
possible sales price for your home.
Derk is a born and raised Palo Altan, and
the top producing agent in the Compass
+B_d_sddTKOà B__sdMB|sdpKVOMt_O
a consultation, and leverage the “Home
Team” advantage offered by a true local
who knows your neighborhood inside and
out.

Local Knowledge,
Local Resources,
Global Reach.

Derk Brill

Wall Street Journal “Top Residential Realtors” in America

M: 650.814.0478
Derk@DerkBrill.com
www.DerkBrill.com
License# 01256035
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Upfront

Local news, information and analysis

Commission kicks back Castilleja report for additions
Underground parking garage and increased traffic
linger as main sticking points
by Sue Dremann

F

inding gaps in the draft
environmental-impact report for Castilleja School’s
proposed expansion, Palo Alto’s
Planning and Transportation
Commission is seeking more
specific details that might help
answer many residents’ questions.

The commission’s Wednesday
night meeting, which drew hundreds of people to City Hall, was
the first public hearing about the
proposed Castilleja School redevelopment project in light of the
environmental analysis.
The school — located at 1310

Bryant St. in the Old Palo Alto
neighborhood and bounded by
Embarcadero Road, Kellogg Avenue, Emerson Street and Bryant — is proposing to demolish
seven buildings, including two
residences and 84,572 square
feet of campus buildings, and
construct one larger, three-story
academic structure with 84,238
square feet above ground and
46,768 square feet below. The
development would also include

a 50,000-square-foot parking garage, a new underground swimming pool with a sound wall, and
underground delivery and trash
and waste-pick-up enclosures.
The school is also seeking to
expand its enrollment from 415
students to 540 students, with 27
new students added each year.
The draft environmental-impact report (DEIR), written by
consulting firm Dudek, found
the campus project would cause

“significant and unavoidable”
traffic problems, even with a new
transportation-demand-management program aimed at encouraging students and staff to use alternative forms of transportation.
The study also found that a section of Emerson between Melville
Avenue and Embarcadero would
be heavily used by cars exiting the
new underground garage, which
(continued on page 10)

EDUCATION

New buildings, new goals
as school year opens
Gunn students explore new facilities, while JLS
welcomes a new principal
and elementary schools test for dyslexia
by Elena Kadvany

T

windows that can open up all the
way onto a second-floor terrace
overlooking the school’s quad.
Gunn senior Zainab Ali proclaimed the Central Building
“the most colorful building on
campus.” Exterior accent walls
are painted blue, red and yellow.
Ali said she had mixed feelings about returning to school in
general: “I’m very excited to see
everyone again after two months
... but I’m also sad because it’s
our last first day.”
She and her friend, senior Sophia Dhanani, said they’re both
looking forward to homecoming
and spirit week in the fall but not
looking forward to Advanced
Placement classes and the start
of the stressful college-application season. They’re also excited
to be starting what they believe
is Gunn’s first Muslim Student
Association (MSA).
“In an environment where
there are so many people, it’s
kind of hard to find people who
are like you,” Dhanani said.
“MSA will bring Muslim students together, give them a place
to express their faith and feel a
sense of community.”
This year’s seniors are the
last class that won’t have experienced Gunn’s teacher-advisory
program, Social Emotional
Literacy and Functionality, or
SELF, which launched in 2017.
This year, freshman, sophomores and juniors are all part
of SELF cohorts paired with
a teacher-mentor. The cohorts

Veronica Weber

his week marked the first
day of a new school year
for thousands of students
in the Palo Alto Unified School
District.
At Gunn High School on Tuesday, excited students poured into
the much-anticipated Central
Building, a massive two-story,
$21-million project designed to
transform the entrance to the
Arastradero Road campus. The
building houses five new classrooms, a student activities center,
the wellness center, therapists’
offices, the registrar and college,
career and guidance counseling.
Gunn’s Spangenberg Theatre
was also updated as part of the
project, with two new band and
choral classrooms and other
smaller instrument practice
rooms.
“This is luxurious!” one student exclaimed as she walked
into a music room.
Freshmen and sophomores in
Lisa Hall’s advanced communications class met in a groundfloor classroom in the Central
Building, getting to know each
other through a first-day-ofschool icebreaker activity. They
sat at new tables with surfaces
that double as whiteboards to
encourage collaboration and
creativity.
Upstairs, students in need of
last-minute schedule changes
lined up outside the new counseling office. Counselors met
with students in a conference
room with floor-to-ceiling

Melissa, left, and Sofia, right, second-graders in Sheila French’s Spanish-immersion class at
Escondido Elementary School, giggle as they play “El Gran Queso” aka “The Big Cheese” during
the first day of school, Aug. 14.
will stay together through their
senior year, meeting together in
a weekly advisory period.

Pursuing school goals
Principal Kathie Laurence
said Gunn is pursuing this year
several high-level goals, including revamping assessments
and getting more teachers to
use evidence-based grading, or
measuring students based on the
progress they make toward predetermined course objectives
rather than letter grades. This
kind of innovative grading, focused on demonstration of mastery and skills, is happening in
pockets across Gunn, Laurence
said, but she wants it to be a
schoolwide practice by the fall
of 2022. Shifting more teachers to evidence-based grading is
also a districtwide goal for Palo
Alto Unified.
“A ‘B’ for one student could
measure something different

than a ‘B’ for another student in
the same class,” Laurence said,
“and that shouldn’t be. It is more
equitable for all kids.”
At JLS Middle School, about
70% of teachers use evidencebased grading in their classrooms, Principal Chris Grierson
said Tuesday. He plans to focus
on increasing that number this
year.
“Part of the purpose (of)
evidence-based grading is that
it offers the students more of a
growth mindset. They can selfreflect and understand their
progress and how they’re learning through a standard rather
than just, ‘I got a B+,’” he said.
“It lowers stress, lowers competition, lowers ranking.”
While many parents are excited about the promise of an alternative to grades, others are less
receptive, he said. Teachers often spend time answering these
parents’ questions and explaining the benefits of a less punitive

approach to evaluating students’
academic performance.
“It’s a complete cultural shift,
especially for many of our parents who come from abroad because they are looking for that
Palo Alto rigor of grades and
percentage points,” Grierson
said.
New at all three of Palo Alto
Unified’s middle schools this fall
is a science curriculum pilot that
is aligned with the state’s Next
Generation Science Standards.
Later this fall, the district also
plans to convene a middle school
literature-selection advisory
committee to review new staterecommended core texts for
sixth, seventh and eighth grades.
The group will make recommendations to the school board in the
spring, according to the district.
Grierson is starting his
first year as principal at JLS,
where he was once an assistant
(continued on page 13)
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I think it’s really bad.
We’ll be dust.
—Carole Brunning, owner of Alexander’s Dog
Grooming, on plans to gut the first floor of the Hotel
California building. See story on page 7.

Around Town

THE AUDITED ... For decades,
the City Auditor’s Office has led
the charge on identifying flaws
in Palo Alto’s programs and
shortcomings in its facilities. Its
scathing review of the local animal
shelter has helped spur the City
Council to commit to short-term
infrastructure improvements and
a long-term partnership with
the nonprofit Pets In Need to
operate the beleaguered facility. Its
audit of the business license tax
program has shown the program
to be inaccurate and unreliable.
Its recent look at Palo Alto’s codeenforcement program has revealed
a slew of flaws in how the program
is administered and in how the
city communicates with residents.
Now, the five-person office is itself
undergoing an audit of sorts — one
with existential implications for its
operation. The city has recently
approved a $32,780 contract
with the firm Kevin Harper, CPA
and Associates, to perform an
“organizational review” of the
City Auditor’s Office. The review
will consider what other cities
are doing and evaluate whether
some of the functions of the
office should be placed under
the purview of the city manager,
a move that could effectively
eliminate its independence. The
review is taking place at a time
of flux for the office, which has
been without a permanent leader
since February, when City Auditor
Harriett Richardson resigned (in
June, Richardson was appointed
by Gov. Gavin Newsom to serve as
BART’s inspector general — the
first person to hold that position).
Though the city auditor position
was established by voters and
is required by City Charter, the
council has not been in a rush to
replace Richardson (the office is
now overseen by a consultant,
Don Rhoads). Last year, council
members flirted with the idea
of eliminating all the positions in
the office except the city auditor,
though they backed away in the
face of community opposition.
The city auditor position is one of
four that is selected directly by the
council — along with city manager,
city attorney and city clerk.
FILLING THE GAP ... A project that
bicyclists, runners and hikers have
long awaited for is set to begin
later this month. The Ravenswood
Bay Trail is expected to begin

construction, which has forced
the closure of Ravenswood Open
Space Preserve and its parking
lot starting Monday, Aug. 19,
through Jan. 31, according to the
Midpeninsula Regional Open
Space Preserve. Visitors may also
face traffic control on roadways as
crews bring in large equipment and
materials to the site, where they’ll
work on the 0.6-mile gap between
the preserve and University Avenue
that runs between East Palo Alto
and Menlo Park. Construction
vehicles are expected on Bay
Road, University Avenue and the
gate at the end of Fordham Street.
Once the project is completed next
summer, it’ll provide a complete
80-mile connection from Menlo
Park to Sunnyvale and across the
Dumbarton Bridge to the East Bay.
Currently, the trail at the preserve
hits a dead end farther north, near
the former Dumbarton rail line. For
more information on the project,
visit openspace.org.
OUT WITH THE OLD, IN WITH THE
NEW ... Once local voters head
to the polls next year, they’ll get to
experience Santa Clara County’s
new voting system, which will be
updated for the first time since
2003. The Board of Supervisors
approved the upgrade to the
Dominions Voting Systems model
at its Tuesday meeting, which
came after years of consultation
and discussion about the best
replacement at the Registrar of
Voters. “We are looking forward
to this change,” Registrar of Voters
Shannon Bushey said in a news
release. “We think voters will like
the new system, and we appreciate
the increase in performance and
processing speed the new voting
system will bring, as well as its
stringent vote-security measures.”
Voters will notice new ballot
scanners, tabulators and ballotmarking devices complaint with the
federal Americans with Disabilities
Act. The most significant change
will come on election night when
the system will remotely tabulate
ballots submitted at each vote
center, providing for quicker results.
Currently, ballots must be sent
back to the Registrar’s main office
where they are tabulated. The
system will cost $15 million for an
eight-year lease, with $5.6 million
potentially offset through a state
reimbursement for modernizing the
voting system. Q

Upfront
BUSINESS

Small retailers in limbo
at Hotel California building
Property owner plans to gut the ground floor, create open space
by Sue Dremann
floor offering single-room-only,
extremely low-income units —
will remain.
Sand Hill intends to renovate the
first floor so it will be a larger, contiguous space, Larson said.
“They’re rethinking the sizes of
the space so there will be a better
chance of filling it quickly,” he
said by phone.
Premier Properties lists the
space for retail, restaurant and personal-services use and states that it
is “divisible.” Its website states that
demolition plans are underway for
an open layout. The company’s executives did not return requests for
comment.
Alexander’s Dog Grooming and
California Cleaners, which occupy
590 square feet and 685 square feet
respectively, have been on monthto-month leases for years, the owners said.
They initially did not know
that real estate developer Premier
Properties, which posted signs advertising leases at the three empty
spaces, was including their spaces
as well, they said. When they inquired, the property manager told
them they would not immediately
need to vacate. Chris Choi, an
owner of the family-run cleaners,
said they have been at the location
for 30 years and on a month-tomonth lease since 2007. The family owns another dry cleaners on
Middlefield Road. If the business
is evicted, Choi would like to be
able to work out a deal with Sand
Hill, he said on Monday.

“I’m hoping they will give us a
small space on the side for a pickup and drop-off location. That’s
my request,” he said.
Carole Brunning, owner of Alexander’s Dog Grooming, said
she has been at the location for 38
years. She learned about the plans
to lease the entire ground floor after looking at Premier Properties’
website, she said. Brunning said
she invested in the building a few
years ago by doing a total remodel.
The landlord hasn’t raised her rent
recently, but a move would close
her business.
“I can’t afford to be here and to
set up in a whole new building,”
she said.
Groomer Carol O’Connell, who
has worked at the shop for 20
years, said she doesn’t know what
she would do if Alexander’s must
leave.
“I think it’s really bad. We’ll be
dust. These big businesses, they’re
just running all the small businesses out,” she said.
Whether the renovation leads to
the loss of small retailers remains
to be seen. The city’s Comprehensive Plan Land Use and Community Design Element directs the
city to “create regulations for the
California Avenue area that encourage retention or rehabilitation
of smaller buildings to provide
spaces for existing retail, particularly local, small businesses.”
Under city ordinance, the property is currently zoned regional/
community commercial, which

TRANSPORTATION

With clock ticking, city considers
another rail committee
Panel expected to help City Council reach decision on rail intersections

A

deliberate on the rail issue: the
Expanded Community Advisory
Panel (XCAP), which consists of
14 members, including neighborhood representatives, local commissioners and former mayors.
That group formed just after the
dissolution of a prior citizens advisory group — the Community
Advisory Panel — and includes
numerous participants from the
earlier group.
The Rail Blue Ribbon Committee and the Expanded Community Advisory Panel are both
charged with helping the council
make a decision on grade separation, a project that is expected
to cost hundreds of millions of
dollars and take more than a decade to implement. In early 2018,
the council adopted a goal of

Pedestrians walk past the now-closed Simply Sandwiches shop
on the ground floor of the Hotel California building, at the corner
of California Avenue and Ash Street in Palo Alto. Next door,
Alexander’s Dog Grooming is still open for business.
includes uses such as department
stores, bookstores, furniture stores,
toy stores, apparel shops, restaurants and non-retail services such
as offices and banks, according to
Palo Alto’s Comprehensive Plan.
The city’s zoning code does not

allow the conversion of groundfloor retail to offices except where
grandfathered in prior to March
19, 2001. Q
Staff Writer Sue Dremann
can be emailed at sdremann@
paweekly.com.

Online This Week

These and other news stories were posted on Palo Alto Online
throughout the week. For longer versions, go to www.PaloAlto
Online.com/news.

Nonprofit named for teacher housing project
A proposed affordable-housing project in Palo Alto exclusively for
teachers across five North County school districts gained momentum on Tuesday when the Santa Clara County Board of Supervisors
unanimously approved a developer to make the plan a reality. (Posted
Aug. 14, 5:02 p.m.)

County sues Trump administration
Santa Clara County and the city of San Francisco sued the administration of President Donald Trump in federal court Tuesday to challenge a new rule that makes it harder for low-income legal immigrants
to remain in the U.S. (Posted Aug. 14, 10:27 a.m.)

Residents want tougher stance on Edgewood
It’s been a year and a half since Edgewood Plaza’s new grocery
store opened for business in Palo Alto, but the city and the plaza’s
developer remain embroiled in a legal standoff, with little signs of
compromise. Residents are urging the city to keep the developer’s
feet to the fire. (Posted Aug. 13, 5:14 p.m.)

Woman fights off two robbers
Palo Alto police are looking for two men who they said attacked
a woman during an attempted robbery on Monday afternoon in the
city’s Midtown neighborhood, according to a news release issued
Tuesday. (Posted Aug. 13, 4:48 p.m.)

Family fears for missing woman

by Gennady Sheyner
s Santa Clara County prepares to distribute funding for rail projects in
north county, Palo Alto is looking to create yet another citizen
committee to advise city leaders
on the complex and contentious
topic.
The City Council will discuss
on Monday a proposal to create
what would be known as the Rail
Blue Ribbon Committee, a group
that will advise the City Council
on everything from project funding to neighborhood concerns
about “grade separation,” the
city’s effort to separate the tracks
from roads at four crossings.
If approved by the council,
new committee would complement another citizens group
that the city recently created to

Veronica Weber

T

hey’ve left one by one: the
cigar store, the bakery, the
popular sandwich maker.
Now, a dog-grooming business and
a dry cleaners may need to find
new homes as well if their landlord
goes through with a plan to gut the
first floor of the Hotel California
building in Palo Alto’s California
Avenue shopping district, where
they are located.
The two are the last retailers remaining in an increasingly empty
5,130-square-foot ground floor at
the corner of California and Ash
Street. The other three businesses
operating out of the prominent
beige building with the green awnings left starting in the summer
of last year.
Cigar House, at 393 California,
occupied a 581-square-foot space
and closed on May 29, 2018. Palo
Alto Baking Company, at 381
California, occupied 3,061 square
feet and vacated Dec. 31, 2018. It
was to remain a wholesale bakery
elsewhere, according to a sign in
the window.
Simply Sandwiches, the small
grab-and-go spot at 2435 Ash St.,
occupied 207 square feet and suddenly shuttered in March 2019.
The business owners of the three
establishments did not return
phone calls from the Weekly regarding the circumstances around
their departures.
Matt Larson, spokesman for
building owner Sand Hill Property Company, said Hotel California — a residence on the second

choosing a preferred alternative
by the end of that year. Having
failed to meet its deadline, the
council is now hoping to make
its selection by October.
In Palo Alto, as elsewhere, cost
remains a major consideration.
Much like its counterparts in
Mountain View and Sunnyvale,
the council is banking on funding from Measure B to help pay
for whatever alternative is chosen. The 2016 county measure
specifically allocated $700 million to the three north county cities for grade separation, though
it didn’t specify how much each
city would get and what the process would be for allocating the
funds.
(continued on page 8)

A 20-year-old East Palo Alto woman with learning disabilities and
a medical condition disappeared six weeks ago, leaving her family
worried about her safety. They are asking for the public’s help to
locate her. (Posted Aug. 13, 2:07 p.m.)

Residents urge more antenna restrictions
Palo Alto’s rapidly shifting rules for installation of wireless communication equipment changed again Monday night when the City
Council revised a rule that limited the height at which cellular antennas could be placed on poles. (Posted Aug. 13, 11:30 a.m.)

Projects test limit of new housing law
Encouraged by the Palo Alto City Council’s newfound appetite for
approving more housing on San Antonio Road, a local developer is
moving ahead with a proposal to build 102 condominiums on a site
that currently includes a martial arts studio and a contractor’s office.
(Posted Aug. 12, 12:33 p.m.)

Nonprofit seeks school supplies donations
With the new school year fast approaching, East Palo Alto’s Ecumenical Hunger Program is encouraging community members to
donate school supplies, clothing and gift cards to its annual back-toschool drive. (Posted Aug. 10, 8:50 a.m.)
www.PaloAltoOnline.com • Palo Alto Weekly • August 16, 2019 • Page 7
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Rail committee
(continued from page 7)

Earlier this month, Vice Mayor
Adrian Fine suggested that the
timing of the city’s decision may
become a crucial factor in determining how much money it gets
from the county.
Fine noted that many in Palo
Alto, including some council
members, were under the impression that money would be parceled out according to the number of grade separation projects
in the three cities. If that were
the case, Palo Alto — with its
four crossings — would get half
of Measure B’s grade separation
funds. (Sunnyvale and Mountain
View have two crossings each.)
Fine, who recently partook in a
meeting with VTA Executive Director Nuria Fernandez, said the
VTA “is certainly not under that
impression.” Instead, the agency

VERY REAL
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had appointed an advisory committee to create a financing plan.
One criterion that the agency
will be using is “timeliness,” he
said.
“That puts some pressure on
our grade separation decision,”
Fine told his council colleagues
at the Aug. 5 meeting.
Fine told the Weekly that other
factors that the VTA is expected
to consider before distributing
funds are safety, rail operations
and project costs.
Palo Alto’s city leaders have
long acknowledged that when it
comes to planning for grade separation, they remain well behind
Mountain View and Sunnyvale.
Mountain View has already selected its preferred alternatives:
closing Castro Street to traffic
and building an underground
tunnel at Rengstorff Avenue, a
project for which the council approved an engineering study last
December.
Sunnyvale has already narrowed down its options for its
crossings at Mary and Sunnyvale
avenues. The city has identified
two different underpass designs
for Mary Avenue. At Sunnyvale
Avenue, the city is considering
an underpass tunnel and a pedestrian undercrossing. Consultants
are now performing traffic analyses for these alternatives, with
community meetings scheduled
for summer and fall of this year,
according to the city’s website.
Palo Alto, meanwhile, is still

trying to figure out what it wants
to do at its four rail crossings:
Palo Alto Avenue, Churchill
Avenue, East Meadow Drive
and Charleston Road. The city
made some progress over the
past year, narrowing down its
list of alternatives from 36 to
six, removing Palo Alto Avenue
from the discussion (the northernmost crossing will now be
evaluated separately, as part of
a forthcoming downtown study)
and eliminating from consideration the idea of building a citywide tunnel. The council cited
tunnel-engineering complexities and an estimated price tag
of between $2.5 billion and $3.8
billion in scrapping the tunnel
idea in May.
The options that remain in
play in Palo Alto are: a rail viaduct at Churchill Avenue; the
closure of Churchill to traffic;
a rail viaduct at East Meadow
and Charleston; a train trench
at East Meadow and Charleston; and a “hybrid” option with
raised tracks and lowered roads
at East Meadow and Charleston.
The city is also considering a
shorter tunnel, stretching from
south of Oregon Expressway to
the Mountain View border.
Weighing all of the options,
and more, will be the Rail Blue
Ribbon Committee, whose name
intentionally alludes to the Infrastructure Blue Ribbon Committee — a group that in 2011
helped put together the city’s

plan for addressing infrastructure priorities.
Unlike the Expanded Community Advisory Group, which was
selected by city staff and which
advises city staff about neighborhood-level concerns pertaining to grade separation, the new
committee would answer directly to the City Council, according to a report from the office of
City Manager Ed Shikada.
The panel would consider
“community-wide benefits and
impacts, local and regional political considerations, and financing strategy for implementation.”
“The goal of the RBRC would
be to provide the City Council
with strategic recommendations
that recognize the interplay of
issues that range from neighborhood-specific concerns with
grade separation options to the
need for citywide voter support
and the regional competition for
funding and project commitments,” the report states.
The new committee would be
made up of former Palo Alto
mayors and council members. It
would not deal with the technical aspects of grade separation
options, which would remain
the purview of XCAP. Rather,
it will consider the local and
regional political environment
and advocate based on these
considerations. The meetings
of the new committee would be
subject to the state’s Brown Act,
which governs transparency,

and its meetings would be open
to the public.
Shikada is also recommending
that the committee include, in a
non-voting capacity, representatives from the Palo Alto Chamber of Commerce, Stanford University, Caltrain, the VTA and
the Silicon Valley Leadership
Group, which advocates on behalf of large employers.
While citizen committees generally aren’t known for speeding
up projects, the new report argues that Palo Alto will be “in
a better position to advocate for
funding allocations once locally
preferred alternatives are selected.” The Rail Blue Ribbon
Committee is expected to help
the city get to these alternatives
by spring 2020, the report states,
in time for developing a November 2020 ballot measure to raise
funding for whatever projects are
selected. Q
Staff Writer Gennady
Sheyner can be emailed at
gsheyner@paweekly.com.

Correction

In the Aug. 9 article “Faded
Glory,” the condominium
development at 1982
W. Bayshore Road was
misidentified. It is called
Woodland Creek. To request
a clarification or correction,
contact Editor Jocelyn Dong
at jdong@paweekly.com, 650326-8210 or P.O. Box 1610,
Palo Alto 94302. Q

TREES • EDUCATION • ADVOCACY

TAKE ACTION FOR TREES
BECOME A CANOPY CERTIFIED
COMMUNITY FORESTER
COMMUNITY FORESTRY SCHOOL
JOIN THE 2019 COHORT!
8 WEEKS | WEDNESDAYS | SEP 11 TO OCT 30
6:00 TO 8:30 PM
$120
TREE SELECTION • TREE PLANTING METHODS • PRUNING • COMMUNITY ADVOCACY

APPLY TODAY!
CANOPY.ORG
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Your Palo Alto Specialist

Just Sold Off Market
1479 Hamilton Ave
Sold for $9,450,000
Represented Buyer

Just Listed in Palo Alto
1220 Hamilton Ave
3 BD | 3 BA | ~2,075 SF
Offered at $4,198,000

Expertise | Integrity | Diligence
Over $138,000,000 Homes Sold
"Xin was outstanding throughout
“Xin was outstanding throughout the process of selling our fami_|VdaOàę/VOVBpBptlOoWdo^bdz_OMUOdTsVO
local real estate market. This understanding of the market, along with her experience and confidence, were
sVO oOBpdbp zO WbWsWB__| pO_OKsOM VOo sd oOloOpObs tpàę  :Wb MWM B soOaObMdtp ]dJ O{OKtsWbU VOo l_Bb sd
oObdyBsO BbM aBo^Os sVO VdtpOàę  2VO soBbpTdoaBsWdb dT sVO lodlOos| Wb ptKV B pVdos lOoWdM dT sWaO zBp
oOaBo^BJ_Oàę  TsOo oOKOWyWbU at_sWl_O dTTOopÛ :Wb bOUdsWBsOM zWsV sVO Jt|Oop db dto JOVB_T BbM zBp BJ_O sd
WbKoOBpO sVO ltoKVBpO loWKO J| BJdts Ň sVodtUV sVWp lodKOppàę  :Wb BMMOM yB_tO sVodtUV sVO lodKOppàę  
zdt_MVWUV_|oOKdaaObM:WbsdBb|dbO_dd^WbUsdJt|dopO__BVome in Palo Alto. – Jim and Erin”

Xin Jiang
DRE # 01961451
650.283.8379
xin.jiang@compass.com
www.compass.com/agents/sf/xin-jiang/
Serving Palo Alto, Los Altos, Menlo Park, and Atherton
MBA, The Wharton School, University of Pennsylvania
)
BA, Waseda University Japan (l
Fluent in Japanese and Mandarin

Compass is a licensed real estate broker (01991628) in the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. All material presented herein is intended for informational purposes only. Information is compiled from sources deemed reliable but is subject to errors, omissions, changes in
price, condition, sale, or withdraw without notice. No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footages are approximate. Exact dimensions can be obtained by retaining the services of an architect or engineer. This is not intended to solicit property already listed
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Upfront

Castilleja
(continued from page 5)

Public Agenda
A preview of Palo Alto government meetings next week
CITY COUNCIL ... The council plans to meet in a closed session to
discuss existing litigation: Yvonne Wellhausen v. City of Palo Alto, and
Jay Greer v. City of Palo Alto. The council will then discuss the North
Ventura Coordinated Area Plan, approve a response to the Santa Clara
County Civil Grand Jury report about the governance of the Santa Clara
Valley Transportation Authority; and consider establishing a Rail Blue
Ribbon Committee. The closed session will begin at 5 p.m. on Monday,
Aug. 19, in the Council Chambers at City Hall, 250 Hamilton Ave.
Regular meeting is scheduled to start at 6 p.m. or as soon as possible
after the closed session.
COUNCIL FINANCE COMMITTEE ... The committee plans to discuss
a potential revenue ballot measure for November 2020. The meeting
will begin at 5:30 p.m. on Tuesday, Aug. 20, in the Community Meeting
Room at City Hall, 250 Hamilton Ave.
BOARD OF EDUCATION ... The board plans to hold a study session on
school district facilities. The meeting will begin at 5 p.m. on Thursday,
Aug. 22, at the district office, 25 Churchill Ave.
LIBRARY ADVISORY COMMISSION ... The commission plans to
consider a memo on eliminating library fines, discuss its upcoming joint
meeting with the City Council and receive the library director’s June and
July monthly reports. The meeting will begin at 7 p.m. on Thursday, Aug.
22, in the Community Meeting Room at City Hall, 250 Hamilton Ave.
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Sue Dremann

would require right-hand turns
onto Emerson and Embarcadero.
Dudek considered alternatives
that would spread the traffic over
adjacent streets, but those did not
reduce the problem; they only
shifted traffic to other streets,
the consultant found. The report recommended keeping the
proposed project but stated that
Castilleja must adopt all of its
transportation-demand-management program proposals. It might
also need to do more, including
possibly staggering bell times
and holding events to encourage
biking, carpooling, walking and
transit use, the consultant said.
Commissioner Doria Summa
criticized Dudek’s analysis of the
traffic problems that the expansion could potentially create.
“The traffic issues need to be
explained better. It’s not clear
that it was studied well enough.
It would be especially helpful to
understand how the right turn out
of the garage would be enforced,”
Summa said.
She also wanted to see the consultant study an alternative plan
without a parking garage.
“I was under the impression
that a no-garage alternative was
going to be considered. That
would answer some of the public’s questions,” she said.
Commission Chairman William Riggs said he wanted more
information regarding the exposure bicyclists would have from
cars entering and exiting the
garage.
During Wednesday’s publiccomment time, residents likewise said that the report has
multiple deficiencies. Former
planning commissioner Arthur
Keller said on behalf of the Palo
Alto Neighborhoods group that
the document is insufficient
because it doesn’t factor in the
impact of the Stanford University’s proposed expansion, which

would also add to the city’s traffic woes.
Jeff Levinsky, chair of Palo
Alto Neighborhoods’ committee
that oversees zoning compliance,
said the group is also concerned
about other development that
will now be allowed following
the city’s recent removal of the
limit on downtown commercial
development. That growth, he
said, would generate more Embarcadero traffic.
The report looked at projected
2030 conditions using a Santa
Clara County model, but it needs
to look 10 years out and factor local trends and patterns, he said.
Levinsky also said the report
is not consistent with a zoning
rule that requires garages in single-family neighborhoods to be
counted as floor area.
“The proposed underground
garage is not being counted that
way. The project description in
the (draft) EIR should be corrected, and that part will need
a variance to allow the excess
50,500 square feet of floor area
in the garage.
On another zoning issue, he
said: “We’ve heard that one or
both of the two residential sites
proposed to be merged into the
larger Castilleja parcel are presently being used for school functions rather than as homes. If
true, they need a conditional-use
permit for that school use in the
R-1 single-family home zone. I
checked and didn’t find any such
permits, so there’s a potential violation to the law there.”
Rob Levitsky, whose home is
adjacent to Castilleja, expressed
concern that the analysis does
not list the impact of the redevelopment on trees and offers
no alternatives to their removal.
But while he and others criticized the report for not devoting
a chapter to biological resources,
the report’s land-use chapter
does include mitigations for tree
removals.
Commissioner Carolyn Templeton as well as Summa said

Hundreds of people turned out for the Palo Alto Planning and Transportation Commission meeting
Wednesday on the draft environmental-impact report for Castilleja School’s expansion plan.
they want to know more about
the impact of removing mature
oaks and redwoods, which are
protected in the city. Templeton asked if the trees would be
removed because of the underground garage and also said she’d
like information on other properties in the community that have
underground garages.
In addition to increased traffic, the project would also create
a “significant and unavoidable”
land-use impact, the report states.
Being located in a residential
neighborhood, it would “create
land use incompatibility or physically divide an established community.” The project would increase noise in the neighborhood
during special events, increase
traffic and add noise levels that
could exceed the city’s municipal
code. The noise could be reduced
to a less-than-significant impact
by mindful placing of loudspeakers, for example, consultant Katherine Waugh of Dudek noted
Wednesday night.
If the City Council wants to approve the project, it would need to
adopt a “statement of overriding

considerations,” which would
find the benefits of the school’s
modernization are so great they
would compensate for the significant impacts.
Commissioner Ed Lauing said
the public needs to see the benefits of the expansion, such as how
many of the new students would
be from Palo Alto. He also suggested that the study add more
alternatives other than the current
three so that there wouldn’t be an
“all or nothing” choice.
Mindie Romanowsky, a landuse attorney representing Castilleja, said the school will address the two significant traffic
impacts cited in the draft study
and will take them “very seriously.” Regarding the third significant impact, which said the
project physically divides the
neighborhood, Romanowsky
said it is a conclusion in the draft
report that is not supported with
sufficient data.
She plans to submit a detailed
comment to the city in the next
few weeks, she added.
Despite criticism of the report,
many neighbors and Castilleja

CityView
A round-up

of Palo Alto government action this week

City Council (Aug. 12)

Wireless: The council revised its standards for wireless communication
facilities, as they pertain to heights at which they can be mounted on local
streetlights. Yes: Cormack, DuBois, Filseth, Fine, Kniss No: Kou, Tanaka

Planning and Transportation Commission
(Aug. 14)
Castilleja: The commission discussed the recently released Draft
Environmental Impact Report for Castilleja School’s proposed modernization
project. Members requested more analysis of the project’s traffic impacts.
Action: None

Architectural Review Board (Aug. 15)

788 San Antonio Road: The board discussed a proposal to demolish two
existing buildings and construct 102 residential units at 788 San Antonio Road.
The board continued its discussion to a future date. Action: None

LET’S DISCUSS: Read the latest local news headlines and talk
about the issues at Town Square at PaloAltoOnline.com/square

students said the school has made
great strides to reduce its traffic
impacts and that the enlarged
campus would have a negligible
impact because the transportation-demand-management plan
would be even more robust than
it is now. That plan is working,
they said.
Stephanie Norton, who supports the expansion, said she has
checked out the traffic during
bell times.
“There was not one backup,”
she said. More students were
walking to school than cars were
driving to the campus, she found.
But resident Monica YeungArima submitted photos to the
commissioners of accidents she
has seen at various intersections
near Castilleja in the past month.
At Lincoln Avenue and Bryant,
the number of accidents has increased, she said: On average,
“there is one accident or more
each week.”
Former students said that Castilleja’s efforts to reduce traffic have been successful. Anjali
Jotwani, a 2008 graduate, said
when she attended Castilleja
only 2% of students took public
transportation to school. Now
20% take buses or other public
transportation.
David Fields, a principal at
the firm Nelson\Nygaard, which
consulted the school on its transportation-demand-management
program, pointed to Castilleja’s
recent success in reducing traffic. Given the school’s history,
Fields said he believes Castilleja
will continue to keep its traffic
impacts at a less-than-significant
level.
Considering the many questions that still need to be answered, Summa said another
public meeting should be held.
“My preference is to do some
more work on this DEIR and get
it out with more answers to the
questions,” she said. Q
Staff Writer Sue Dremann
can be emailed at sdremann@
paweekly.com.

Walk to Town from this Central Woodside Beauty

103 Toyon Court | Woodside | Offered at $3,875,000 | www.103ToyonCourt.com

HOME: 4 Bedrooms / 3 Full and 1 Half baths in desirable layout
• llod{WaBsO_|ÛpT_WyWbUplBKOîbdsWbK_àBssBKVOMUBoBUOï
• Designed for comfortable living and entertaining
– Chef’s kitchen with marble counters and full appliance array
– Three dual door portals lead to large entertaining deck
– Rear deck and custom pergola stubbed for outdoor heating
– Recreation/media room with surround sound and equip rack
÷ daOTOBstoOp BszWoWbUBbMBVdpsdTJtW_søWbplOB^Oop
• BoUOaBpsOoptWsOzæBKtWstJÛpsOBapVdzOoÛzB_^øWbK_dpOs

LOT: llod{àÛpTîàBKoOpïdbntWOsÛlBosWB__|BsKt_øMOøpBK
• ssoBKsWyOoOBo_BzbÛUBoMObpÛBbMVBoMpKBlOMzWbMWbUlBsVzB|p
• /WMOlByOoOMBoOBzWsVTt__.8psBsWdbîKBJ_OÛzBsOoÛldzOoÛpOzOoï
• Lower lot has custom playhouse with power and full insulation
• Irrigation system and full French drainage network installed
Attached 2-car, 435-sf garage zWsVzdo^JObKVÛ8BbMdyOoVOBMpsdoBUO
Near acclaimed Woodside SchoolîloOøsdsVUoBMOïåJt|OosdyOoWT|
Close to Town Center shops and restaurantsBbMøToOOzB|BKKOpp

Thinking of selling your home? Let The Miller Team help you.

HELEN & BRAD MILLER
Among Top Teams in SF Bay Area
(per The Wall Street Journal rankings)

www.HelenAndBradHomes.com

650.400.3426 | 650.400.1317
helen.miller@compass.com
brad.miller@compass.com
License # 01142061 | License # 00917768

Compass is the brand name used for services provided by one or more of the Compass group of subsidiary companies. Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License
!taJOoà__aBsOoWB_loOpObsOMVOoOWbWpWbsObMOMTdoWbTdoaBsWdbB_ltoldpOpdb_|BbMWpKdalW_OMTodapdtoKOpMOOaOMoO_WBJ_OJtsVBpbdsJOObyOoWOMà VBbUOpWbloWKOÛKdbMWsWdbÛpB_OdozWsVMoBzB_aB|JOaBMOzWsVdtsbdsWKOà
No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footage are approximate.
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Call now: 408.357.9575

NEW TREES AS EASY AS

1-2-3!

PROFESSIONALLY PLANTED & GUARANTEED!

HUGE INSTANT TREES NOW

699EA

FROM $
JUST

PROFESSIONALLY PLANTED
AND GUARANTEED TO GROW!

1. FREE design consult

BIGGEST TREES IN

SHADE TREES

CALIFORNIA

PALM TREES

2. Select your trees

OLI VE • TIP U • OAK S • ELM S •

MOST

ASH & MOR E!

1,999 TO30K

NOW $
FROM

$

INC LUD ES FRE E PRO FES SION AL

3. We do the rest!

TUSCAN OLIVE TREES

FLOWERING TREES

Just $199
Always free in store design OrAt Your
Home

Grand Opening!
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Wholesale
Open to Public

520 Rucker Ave, Gilroy, CA 95020
eU

199.99 trip charge delivers any order within 20 mile radius of nursery. Other areas higher.

$
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SEE AND LEARN MORE AT: MOONVALLEYNURSERIES.COM

408.357.9575
nte

MON-SAT 7:30 - 6 | SUNDAY 9 - 5

MENLO PARK, MOUNTAIN VIEW, PALO ALTO,
PLEASANTON PLUS ENTIRE BAY AREA

Ln.
rcia
Ga

Now serving the
entire Bay Area!

LIVE OAK

Mo

25+ YEARS IN CALIFORNIA!

no

*Buy 6 trees at regular retail price and get a free tree equal to the lowest priced tree purchased. Not valid with other offers.
Ends August 31, 2019.
Free planting offer valid for specimen trees and larger. Crane and equipment included up to 60’. Not valid with any other offers. Some restrictions apply. Excludes packages and wholesale prices.
50% off discount is from original box price. Unless noted, ad is valid 10 days from issue date and all offers are for in stock items. Pricing applies to the locations listed. Other areas may vary.
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PLA NTI NG!

Upfront
(continued from page 5)

Practicing new
educational
approaches

principal and teacher before
spending eight years as principal
of Duveneck Elementary School.
He replaced Lisa Hickey, who is
now working in human resources
at the district office.
Several JLS parents said in
interviews on Tuesday that they
hope Grierson focuses primarily on academics and safety at
the large school, which has 1,100
students and 150 staff members. (The district office is also
evaluating and improving safety
procedures this year, Superintendent Don Austin said in an
interview, including adding cameras on all campuses and hiring
a person devoted to emergency
preparedness.)
Grierson’s two main goals this
year are to learn all student and
staff names by December (he’s
been studying the school yearbook, he said) and to ensure every
student enjoys coming to school.
He invited a group of mothers
peppering him with questions on
Tuesday morning to reach out to
him if their children were not having a positive experience at JLS.
“A principal is only as effective
as well as they know what’s going
on at their school site. If they don’t
know what’s happening, if they
don’t know how people are feeling, then they can’t make any type
of changes,” he told the Weekly.

Palo Alto Unified’s 12 elementary schools, plus Greendell (which
houses pre-kindergarten), returned
to class on Wednesday, kicking off
new priorities and continuing to
focus on existing goals.
In room 10 at Escondido Elementary School, a group of second-graders sat cross-legged in a
circle on the floor and turned to
their peers, one by one, introducing themselves on the first day of
school.
In addition to letting them learn
each other’s names, teacher Tara
Feldmeier was laying the groundwork for future learning. The
morning greeting is a tool from
Responsive Classroom, a teaching
approach that melds academics
with social-emotional learning.
As the school year progresses, for
example, Feldmeier might prompt
students to turn to one another in
the same way to discuss a new
English, math or science concept
— creating a predictable, comfortable setting for students, Principal
Marcela Simoes de Carvalho said.
“Kids get a chance to rehearse
their thinking,” she said of this
particular practice. “Everything
that’s embedded in (Responsive
Classroom) is understanding that
kids can’t learn academics unless
there’s that social-emotional learning going on at the same time.”
Incorporating this approach

Schools

from kindergarten through fifth
grade is one of Escondido’s goals
this school year, Simoes de Carvalho said, to create more consistency throughout the grade
levels. In Escondido’s Spanishimmersion classes, for example,
teachers will build on activities
introduced on the first day of
school to teach more sophisticated vocabulary.
Districtwide, all kindergarteners through third-graders will be
screened for dyslexia this year as
part of Palo Alto Unified’s effort
to implement new state guidelines
for the learning disability, including identifying students earlier to
make sure they’re receiving necessary supports. Historically, students with dyslexia were identified if they were diagnosed by
outside evaluators, according to
the district.
Now, the initial screening is
being done on a computer, and a
student flagged as possibly having
the learning disability will then be
evaluated by a trained specialist,
according to Anne Brown, assistant superintendent of elementary
education.
“We’re just excited we have
a tool in our hand now that we
can use to identify the possibility
(of dyslexia),” Brown said in an
interview.
All elementary school reading
and education specialists are now
trained in specific strategies to support students with dyslexia, Brown
said. The goal is to eventually train

all general education teachers on
the same approaches, she said.
This week also saw the beginning of two new transitional
kindergarten classes at Barron
Park and Duveneck elementary
schools. The district decided to
expand its transitional-kindergarten program to make it easier for
families who live far from Greendell School, particularly those
in East Palo Alto, to enroll their
children.
Another change this year affected some elementary Voluntary
Transfer Program families who
live in East Palo Alto but attend
Palo Alto schools through a lottery (also known as the Tinsley
program). The district announced
in April that it would be closing
new enrollment at four elementary
schools for the Voluntary Transfer
Program and asked parents to voluntarily move to other sites.
A total of 42 kindergarten
through second-grade students
were affected by the change, according to the district. Fifteen students moved to Fairmeadow, Duveneck, Hays and Escondido while
22 students stayed at their current
schools. Five students left the district due to their families moving
out of the area.
The district plans to continue to
support all East Palo Alto families
with its Family Engagement Specialist program, which has been
redesigned this year and renamed
the Student and Family Engagement program. The program is

meant to provide close outreach
and support to minority and lowincome families who feel less connected to their school communities. The district hired this spring
Miguel Fittoria, who was born and
raised in East Palo Alto and attended Palo Alto Unified schools,
to lead this effort.
At Escondido, Simoes de Carvalho said she actually didn’t know
how many new Voluntary Transfer
Program students had enrolled this
fall. Once children from East Palo
Alto arrive, she said, she doesn’t
differentiate them from other
students.
“Once they’re here, that label
gets expunged,” she said. “If we
always use the labels that keep
that dividing line between whether
its ethnicity, where you live, your
socio-economic status, then we’re
not doing our job as it relates to the
Promise (the districtwide plan),
which (states that) your socioeconomic status does not determine
your success.”
The district’s PAUSD Promise
also includes as a goal increasing
elementary students’ reading performance. Q
Staff Writer Elena Kadvany
can be emailed at ekadvany@
paweekly.com.
About the cover:
Students at Gunn High School walk
past the new central building, which
opened this week, on the first day of
school, Aug. 13. Photo by Veronica
Weber.

Training the next generation of research scientists.
To take on the world’s challenges.
For 128 years, Stanford has pursued world-class medical, environmental, and social sciences research that benefits the world
and our local community. We're building and updating facilities at the heart of our research enterprise. Buildings like the
Lorry I. Lokey Stem Cell Research Building, a facility that enables Stanford to keep pace with the accelerating demands
of medical innovation. Stanford will work closely with Santa Clara County to plan for a future that allows the university
to stay on the cutting edge of research through thoughtful, responsible, and gradual development.
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OPEN HOUSE SUNDAY 1:30–4:30PM

Luxurious Downtown Living*
The Hamilton
555 Byron Street #303, Palo Alto
Offered at $2,550,000 · 3 Bedrooms · 3 Bathrooms · Home ±2,067 sf
The Hamilton is a community of 36 spacious condominiums, built to the highest standards with
many sought-after amenities. Call me to learn more about this unit and The Hamilton lifestyle.
For more photos and info, visit 555byron.com/303
* One owner must 55+ years old

Downtown Palo Alto
728 Emerson Street, Palo Alto
650.644.3474
GoldenGateSIR.com
Each Office is Independently Owned and Operated.
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Lucy Berman
650.208.8824
lucy@lucyberman.com
lucyberman.com
Lic. #01413627

Stanford Hospital is once again
ranked one of the best hospitals in the
nation by U.S. News & World Report
Ranking in U.S. News & World Report based on quality, patient safety, and reputation

The national ranking confirms Stanford Hospital’s superior quality, safety, and service. The ranking scores
the hospital among more than 4,500 surveyed hospitals and is based on outstanding performance across 10 clinical
programs. Stanford Medicine is known around the world as a leader in innovation and comprehensive care.
This recognition is a tribute to our physicians, nurses, and staff for their world-class care of patients and their families.

Proudly ranked in 10 specialties
Cancer • Cardiology & Heart Surgery • Ear, Nose & Throat • Geriatrics • Gynecology
Nephrology • Neurology & Neurosurgery • Orthopaedics • Pulmonology & Lung Surgery • Urology
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Richard Dunham Smith

Glenda Bartel Derman
April 1, 1936 – August 3, 2019

December 5, 1929 – June 17, 2019

Glenda peacefully completed her
journey on Saturday, August 3rd
after a long battle with Alzheimer’s
disease. It’s hard to summarize a
busy and fruitful life like hers in
a few short paragraphs, but her
relatives and friends will remember
her as a vibrant person with strong
opinions and an active intellect.
She was born in San Francisco in
April 1936 and lived most of her life
on the Peninsula. Having attended
Las Lomitas School as a young girl,
she delighted in seeing our son
attend the same school 35 years later.
Glenda was very proud to have attended UC Berkeley, receiving
both a Bachelor’s and Master’s Degrees, majoring in Journalism.
She began her career at Crown Zellerbach and then became
the Director of Volunteer Programs for the California Hospital
Association. She carried on her dedication to volunteering when
she became the Director of Volunteer Programs at the California
Heart Association.
After the birth of her son Dan, Glenda developed a class in
volunteer management and taught at Canada, Foothill, and San
Mateo Junior Colleges over a number of years.
Presented with the challenge of refocusing her career, Glenda
completely changed her focus and re-educated herself as a consultant
in the semiconductor business. Working at Gnostic Concepts, a
division of McGraw Hill, she managed a group of professionals to
produce a number of technical reports for her clients.
When an opportunity came to work for the semiconductor
industry’s leading publication, Electronic Engineering Times, she
wrote feature articles for the magazine and earned the opportunity
to have a weekly column, called Passive Activity, that she was
always pleased to find hanging on the bulletin boards of many of
her clients.
She also undertook a project to write the history of the
semiconductor industry and published a book called “Connectors
& Interconnections Handbook” that became the standard of the
industry.
In retirement, she became a Master Gardener who worked with
schools on the Peninsula to get students involved in gardening
projects. She also worked joyfully with the Silicon Valley Chapter
of the San Francisco Symphony to introduce elementary school
children in the joy of classical music.
Her lifelong interests in gardening, opera, classical musical,
reading, cooking, and horseback riding gave her great pleasure.
She took great pride in maintaining many of her early friendships
for over 60 years.
She leaves her husband Irwin of 50 years, her son Dan, daughterin-law Sarah, and two wonderful granddaughters, Charlotte and
Margaret, as well as her brothers Arthur, John, and David. She also
accepted Thuy, a Viet Nam refugee, as a member of her family,
along with her two daughters, Julie and Emily.
In lieu of flowers, please do something nice for an organization
or person of your choice.
Please keep her in your memory.

Richard Dunham Smith, at
rest at the age of 89. Richard was
born in 1929 to Mabel Dunham
Smith and John A. Smith in Perth
Amboy, New Jersey. Dick was
the first member of his family to
attend college, graduating from
Rutgers University in 1951 with a
Bachelor of Science in Mechanical
Engineering, Magna Cum Laude
and second in his class in the
School of Engineering. He then
attended Purdue University
earning his Master’s Degree in
1953 and his Ph.D. in 1955.
As soon as Dick completed his studies, he joined the Air Force
and was stationed at Wright Patterson Air Force Base in Dayton,
Ohio where the Air Force focused its research and development
efforts for new jet engines and eventually the rocket program.
He was a founding member of the team of six working on the
newly formed Dyna-Soar space plane program in 1958 and was
instrumental in the later development of the Titan III Solid Fuel
Rocket.
In 1965, Dick founded Combustion Power Company,
developing solutions to a variety of environmental problems:
creating a co-generation facility which converted solid waste into
electricity in a pollution-free manner; a facility which converted
waste water into potable water and a dry scrubber which would
eliminate the particulate matter from a factory smoke stack. Dick
was quoted in the newspaper at the time saying “I wanted to use
the knowledge that I had and the same advanced technology to
do something more directly toward people.”
In later years, Dick helped to found companies in fields from
biometrics to biotechnology and completed research for various
groups including the Electric Power Research Institute.
While Dick was a talented engineer, inventor and entrepreneur,
he also loved cars, wine, gourmet food, travel, skiing and
sailing. He was a member of the Candy Store in Burlingame, a
car enthusiast group, and loved nothing more than driving his
vintage Ferrari at Laguna Seca race track, on the Virginia City
Hill Climb or on the California Mille.
To Dick, life was an adventure to be lived to the fullest and
thoroughly enjoyed. Even in his later years, he was always looking
to the future and excited to explore and work toward a new goal.
Dick married Patricia Ann Garvin in 1962. She was the love of
his life and they enjoyed 56 wonderful years together. After Pat
passed away in 2018, Dick moved to Greenwich, CT to live with
his daughter and son-in-law.
Dick passed away peacefully following a long illness. He is
survived by his daughter, Jeannine Caruso of Greenwich, CT;
son-in-law, Victor Caruso of Greenwich, CT; four grandchildren:
Joseph Caruso, Alessandra Caruso, Nicholas Caruso and
Meredith Knowles, and four great grandchildren.
A memorial mass will be held on Saturday, August 24th at
10:00am at Saint Thomas Aquinas church in Palo Alto. In lieu
of flowers or gifts, donations can be made to the Michael J. Fox
Foundation for Parkinson’s Research.
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what to do with spent batteries?

A weekly compendium
of vital statistics

POLICE CALLS
Palo Alto

Aug. 7-Aug. 13
Violence related
Battery . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Sex crime . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Theft related
Commercial burglaries . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Grand theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Petty theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Residential burglaries . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Shoplifting. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Vehicle related
Auto theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Hit and run . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Theft from auto . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 15
Vehicle accident/minor injury . . . . . . . . 3
Vehicle accident/no injury. . . . . . . . . . . 3
Vehicle accident/prop damage. . . . . . . 2
Vehicle tow . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Alcohol or drug related
Drunk in public . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Under influence of drugs . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Miscellaneous
Found property. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4
Lost property . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Misc. penal code violation . . . . . . . . . . 1
Other/misc. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Psychiatric subject . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Suspicious circumstances . . . . . . . . . . 2
Vandalism . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1

Menlo Park

Aug. 7-Aug. 13
Theft related
Fraud . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Petty theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
Residential burglaries . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Theft undefined . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
Vehicle related
Auto burglary . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6
Auto recovery . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Bicycle theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Driving w/ suspended license. . . . . . . . 1
Hit and run . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
Misc. traffic . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Theft from auto . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Vehicle accident/minor injury . . . . . . . . 4
Vehicle tampering . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Vehicle tow . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Alcohol or drug related
Driving under influence . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Drunk in public . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Possession of drugs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Possession of paraphernalia . . . . . . . . 2
Under influence of drugs . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Miscellaneous
Coroner case . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Disturbance . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4
Disturbance/annoying phone calls . . . . 1
Found property. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6
Indecent exposure . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Lost property . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Medical aid . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Other/misc. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4
Psychiatric subject . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Suspicious circumstances . . . . . . . . . . 1
Vandalism . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Warrant arrest. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10

VIOLENT CRIMES
Palo Alto

Alger Drive, 5/29, 9:20 a.m.; sex crime.
Cowper Street, 7/15, 11:51 a.m.; battery.

Drop Them Off At The Household Hazardous Waste (HHW) Station
Hours

HHW Station Location

• Every Saturday
9am – 11am

Regional Water Quality Control Plant
2501 Embarcadero Way
Palo Alto, CA 94303

• First Friday of the month
3pm – 5pm
Limitations
• 15 gallons or 125 pounds of
HHW per visit.

For more information, visit
www.cityofpaloalto.org/hazwaste
zerowaste@cityofpaloalto.org
(650) 496-5910

• Must be a Palo Alto Resident
(driver’s license or vehicle registration)
• Residents in single-family homes can set out
batteries as part of their Clean Up Day. Lithium
ion batteries are accepted at HHW Station only.
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Transitions

Medicare for All Teach-In

Births, marriages
and deaths
Stephanie Munoz

Stephanie Munoz, one of Palo
Alto’s staunchest and most passionate advocates for the less
fortunate, died
on Aug. 1, according to city
officials.
Munoz, for
years a steadfast
presence during
City Council
meetings and a frequent contributor of letters, was known for championing affordable housing and for
adding services to support the city’s
homeless population. She passionately opposed the council’s decision in 2013 to ban car camping at
the Cubberley Community Center
parking lot, supported the preservation of Buena Vista Mobile Home
Park and, most recently, has advocated for including teacher housing
in the redevelopment of Cubberley.
When the City Council was approving its new Comprehensive
Plan, she was among the residents
calling for the city to adopt a vision
that includes more housing. Munoz,
86, particularly supported having
the city build small apartments
along El Camino Real, arguing that
doing so would be a much more
compassionate way for addressing
the homelessness crisis.
“I think that’s where we got off
the track a long time ago, thinking
that luxurious and nice and beautiful had to be large, or at least medium,” Munoz wrote in a comment
on the new Comprehensive Plan.
“I’d like to be able to show you that
small is beautiful.”
More recently, she has argued that
some of the new housing should be
built at Cubberley, which is jointly
owned by the city and Palo Alto
Unified School District. In a 2017
letter to the city, Munoz argued that
the city’s “lack of housing threatens
our most revered and cherished institution, the public schools.”
She made a similar point earlier this year at a January council
meeting, advocating for housing at
Cubberley well before most council
members and residents considered
that as an option. Building housing
next to the workplace is the only
way to reduce traffic congestion,
Munoz argued.
The City Council recognized
Munoz’s passing at its Aug. 5 meeting, with Vice Mayor Adrian Fine
calling her “a beloved member of
the Palo Alto community.”
“Stephanie was a longstanding advocate for the less fortunate
members of our community,” Fine
said during the meeting. “She gave
her time and energy at countless
council meetings, always reminding us of our responsibility to those
who might not otherwise have a
voice in our deliberations.”
Munoz died at home, in her sleep,
according to the Palo Alto Daily
Post. Her cause of death is believed
to be heart failure. She is survived
by her four children, Theresa, Bob,
Cristina and David. A celebration
of her life was held on Aug. 4 in
Palo Alto.

Saturday, August 17, 2019
7:15 PM - 9 PM
®

“Provides comprehensive health care
for all. Everybody In, Nobody Out!”

Cubberley Community Center
Room H-1
4000 Middleﬁeld Rd, Palo Alto
No charge for admission
For event details see
BayshoreProgressive.org

The DeLeon Difference®
650.543.8500
www.deleonrealty.com
650.543.8500 | www.deleonrealty.com | DeLeon Realty CalBRE #01903224

Join our team!
We’re looking for talented,
highly-motivated and dynamic people
Embarcadero Media is an independent multimedia news
organization with over 35 years of providing award-winning
local news, community information and entertainment to the
Midpeninsula.
We are always looking for talented and creative people
interested in joining our efforts to produce outstanding
journalism and results for our advertisers through print and
online.
We currently have the following positions open
for talented and outgoing individuals:
• Advertising Sales/Production Admin Assist the sales and
design teams in the production of online and print advertising.
Tech savvy, excellent communication and keen attention to
detail a must.
• Graphic Designer Creation/production of print and online
ads, including editorial layout, in a fast-paced environment.
Publishing experience and video editing a plus.
• Digital Sales Account Representative Prospect and sell
local businesses in our markets who have needs to brand
and promote their businesses or events using our full-suite
of digital solutions.
For more information visit:
http://embarcaderomediagroup.com/employment

450 Cambridge Avenue | Palo Alto, CA 94306 | 650.326.8210
PaloAltoOnline.com | TheAlmanacOnline.com | MountainViewOnline.com

Joan Rae Ferrari
May 5, 1936 – August 1, 2019
Joan Rae Ferrari, a resident of
Atherton and beloved member
of the community since 1969,
passed away on August 1st. She
was 83 years old.
Joan was born in Salt Lake
City, Utah and her family
moved to California when she
was a child. While attending
Palo Alto High School, she met
her soulmate Clarence “Bud”
Ferrari on a blind date. They
fell madly in love and were
inseparable from that moment
on. Following her graduation from San Jose State, Joan
married Bud in 1957. She was an elementary school teacher
for several years and later worked in her husband’s law office
as a paralegal. Her family was her main focus and greatest joy.
With their daughters, Mary Lynn and Lisa, Joan and Bud
enjoyed idyllic summers in Tahoe, family tennis at the Menlo
Circus Club, and adventures overseas. While her daughters
attended local schools, Joan was active in the Junior League,
Art in Action, and Kappa Alpha Theta alumni activities.
In later years, when she and Bud were enjoying their home
in Palm Desert, she tutored children in the “Read with Me”
program.
Joanie adored being a grandmother. She faithfully attended
her granddaughters’ activities, including Alyssa’s diving
meets and Lauren’s tennis matches. Experienced travelers,
she and Bud loved to take their children and grandchildren
on trips. They ventured to faraway places including Africa,
Italy and the Galapagos, though The Alisal Guest Ranch and
Hawaii were always Joan’s favorite destinations. In recent
years, she was delighted to attend Alyssa’s wedding and was
very much looking forward to Lauren’s nuptials in the fall.
In 2018, she enjoyed the incredible gift of becoming a greatgrandmother to Alyssa’s son, Gray Berardi.
Joan’s friends and family members will miss her warm heart
and quick wit, her happy smile and contagious laugh, and
the twinkle in her beautiful blue eyes. They will miss seeing
her on the golf course, at the bridge table, and out to dinner
surrounded by her friends. Most of all, they will miss her
devotion and unconditional love for her husband Bud and her
family. Joan lived a colorful, fairytale life, which was reflected
in the bright artwork and vivid flowers in her inviting home.
Joan is survived by her husband of 62 years, Bud; her daughter
Mary Lynn Robinson and son-in-law Kyle; her daughter Lisa
Marie Ferrari; her granddaughter Alyssa Ann Berardi, Alyssa’s
husband Matt Berardi and her great-grandson Grayson Kar
Berardi; her granddaughter Lauren Claire Robinson and
Lauren’s fiancé Barron Swope. She is also survived by Lupe and
Ricardo Orozco and their three children who have been a part
of the Ferrari family for over thirty years.
In lieu of contributions in her name may be made to: Read
with Me or East Palo Alto Tennis (EPATT)
Her funeral will be held on Friday, August 23rd at Nativity
Church at 1:30PM
PAID
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Spectrum
Editorials, letters and opinions

Letters
100% against
Castilleja expansion
Editor,
I drive the Emerson Street/Embarcadero Road route multiple
times a day and strongly feel the
expansion would affect my commute to work.
Adding a parking garage in
a residential neighborhood also
sounds absolutely ridiculous.
Why are we negatively impacting long-term residents who have
lives in the area for decades to
benefit out of town, temporary
folks?
Nathan Fahrenthold
Greer Road, Palo Alto

Faith in Castilleja
Editor,
I am writing to express my
support for Castilleja School’s
plan to modify its conditionaluse permit to expand enrollment. Castilleja is an asset to the
community and its plans with
the increased enrollment will
only make the school a better
environment.
I have faith that the school will
work with the city to mitigate any
outstanding negative impacts to
the plan, just as it has spent the
past few years working to reduce
car traffic to the school and to
honor its agreement with the city
to gradually reduce enrollment.
Roy Maydan
Byron Street, Palo Alto

Lawn sign survey
Editor,
There are two groups expressing views about Castilleja
School’s proposed expansion:
those directly impacted and those
with opinions. I made a survey of
houses close to the campus with
lawn signs addressing the issue.
The survey area includes properties across the street from the
campus and on streets radiating
one block away. Out of 75 houses,
36 had signs — which is nearly
half, indicating this is a hot issue for many people. Out of those
36, 28 had signs opposing the expansion, which is nearly four out
of five. This is an overwhelming majority. There were no
signs supporting the expansion.
Therefore, I counted the number
of houses with signs supporting
Castilleja and women’s education, even though these are not
contentious issues. Nearly everyone supports women’s education
and facility renovation.
William Macy
Melville Avenue, Palo Alto

A supporter of
Castilleja
Editor,
I am an ardent supporter of
Castilleja School, its mission,
its proposal to modernize and
its application for an enrollment
increase.
I live on Melville Avenue, between Emerson Street and Alma
Street. I have never suffered a
single moment from traffic, noise
or parking due to the Castilleja
students or activities. My neighbors are fabricating these issues,
and for the life of me I cannot
fathom their motives. As I read
their online posts and letters
to the editor, there is a distinct
message that Castilleja is bad because it serves the wealthy and
attracts students from beyond
Palo Alto’s boundaries. In fact,
Castilleja offers scholarships to
a material portion of their students and often to students from
outside of Palo Alto who bring a
diversity that enriches the learning experience.
Some neighbors cannot let go
of the enrollment misrepresentation from over a decade ago. But
I’ve lived here since before the
enrollment issue was unveiled,
and none of these people mentioned an issue or a hardship with
the school back then. Castilleja
is a stellar neighbor, with a sensitivity to its surroundings like
no other institution I know. The
daily visible traffic-control management, the repeated invitations
to attend meetings to discuss
neighborhood issues, the letters
and notices I receive warning
me about days when they expect
heavy traffic (about twice a year)
— no similar courtesies from
Palo Alto High School.
I pay sky high property taxes
to live in this robust and thriving community. I want choice for
girls to attend an excellent public
school or a nationally ranked allgirls school. There are many of
us who live next to Castilleja who
feel this same way.
Nancy Tuck
Melville Avenue, Palo Alto

Don’t let Castilleja
expand
Editor,
I am firmly against allowing Castilleja School to expand.
There is no clear benefit to our
community from allowing an expansion of Castilleja. In fact, now
that the Draft Environmental Impact Report is available, it is clear
that expansion would instead
cause many problems for Palo
Alto, including increased traffic
in an already congested area.
It would be ridiculous to portray me as being against the
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“education of women” as Castilleja supporters have tried to
say. Girls who live in Palo Alto
have access to an outstanding
public education at Palo Alto
High School, where both my
daughters have thrived, and
Gunn High School is also an outstanding option. The 75% of Castilleja students from outside Palo
Alto (and those within Palo Alto)
have other options for spending
excessive amounts of tuition dollars if they feel they must have
a private, girls-only education.
Palo Alto has no obligation to
support this school any more
than we have so far.
Castilleja is in a residential
area, and it has flouted its enrollment limits for many years, causing traffic problems for its neighbors. It should be penalized, not
rewarded for this behavior with
an expansion. It has not stepped
up to provide housing for teachers or any other real benefits to
our community.
Palo Alto should not support
this proposal.
Diana Darcy
Harker Avenue, Palo Alto

Of course Tarantino
got it wrong
Editor,
After pointing out a series of
inaccuracies in Quentin Tarantino’s film about Bruce Lee, Chen
Kai Wen’s letter published in the
Weekly on Aug. 2 stated, “Maybe Tarantino just knows how to
please his chosen audience: white
men in America.”
Let me suggest a more realistic explanation. First, a standard
Hollywood formula is to have
some obnoxious guy finally get
beat up. It appeals to an important audience segment: teenage
boys who have to put up with
obnoxious classmates who are
inevitably stronger than they are.
Furthermore, movie investors
like formulas — they like something that is proven to work to
reduce risks, so using a standard
formula helps attract the funding
needed to make the film.
Now, let’s suppose that Brad
Pitt didn’t want to play the guy
who gets beat up because he
thinks his “fan base” wouldn’t
like it. Meanwhile, Tarantino
wants Pitt in the movie if only
because having someone with
“box office appeal” would make
investors more comfortable. So,
what would they do?
With a young actor just starting his career, and who has to
appear in as many pictures as
he can to gain experience, you
have an obvious candidate for
the part. The scene probably resembled the one in “The Maltese

Falcon” where the older guys in
charge decide the best solution is
to make Wilma the fall guy, and
there was no viable option for
Wilma once he found out.
Bill Zaumen
Clara Drive, Palo Alto

Loss of Breaking Bread
Editor,
The discontinuation of the
Palo Alto Breaking Bread lunch
and dinner program by LifeMoves is wrong. This valuable
program has been in Palo Alto
for several decades. The LifeMoves flyer announcing this says
the meal program is moving to
the Opportunity Center (OC) to
serve breakfast. But the OC has
and has had a breakfast program
for a number of years. Actually,
what is happening is that LifeMoves is discontinuing the Breaking Bread dinner and lunch
program.
The LifeMoves announcement also says that there are
other dinner meal programs that
people can go to. On Wednesday
nights, there are two dinners in
East Palo Alto at 5 p.m. If one
goes on the bus or drives, the
traffic is very slow crossing U.S.
Highway 101 eastbound, making it impractical to attend. The
other option listed is the Street
Life Ministries for dinner three
nights a week. While this is a
great program, I have spoken to
people who do not attend for the
following reasons:
1) Dinner time is at 8 p.m.
(Breaking Bread dinner time is
5 p.m.)
2) Diners eat outside and sit on
buckets or benches as opposed to
sitting in a chair at a table like at
LifeMoves dinners.
3) There is a religious component, which is fine, but some
people do not like this.
Laurence Wertman
Channing Avenue, Palo Alto

Silicon Valley ethos
Editor,
I have lived in Palo Alto since
1972 but initially arrived in this
area to do postdoctoral research
at Stanford University in 1969.
During that time, I have become
concerned about the increasing
competitiveness, materialism and
lack of social consciousness that
has become prevalent in the citizenry of Silicon Valley.
Thirty years ago, I was introduced to the phrase “you eat their
lunch or they eat your lunch.” I was
told that was the competitive mantra of Silicon Valley business. As
a psychologist with a highly developed social conscience, I wonder
why can’t we share our lunch.
My career has been spent in
working most of the past 50 years
with the economically less fortunate, disabled people and those
who lack social capital. Our society has become a place in which
social class mobility has been significantly reduced. In addition, the
social support network has shrunk.
I would like to propose that
those of us who have prospered
and have benefited from the incredible rise in house prices might
consider sharing 10% or more
of their estates to those who are
less fortunate by contributing to
scholarships, support for the economically challenged or any other
means of leveling the significant
disparity between the lives of the
top 10% and the lives of the lower
50%. Even if it reduces the amount
that your children inherit, it is likely they will do fine with receiving
90%.
Finally, accumulation of material objects in order to make yourself happy is a fruitless pursuit.
You will receive much more in the
way of psychic rewards by contributing to the greater good of those
less fortunate than you will by accumulating material objects.
Theodore Alper
South Court, Palo Alto

WHAT DO YOU THINK?
The Palo Alto Weekly encourages comments on our coverage
or on issues of local interest.

What kind of retailers does
Palo Alto’s California Avenue
business district need?
Submit letters to the editor of up to 300 words to letters@paweekly.com.
Submit guest opinions of 1,000 words to editor@paweekly.com. Include your
name, address and daytime phone number so we can reach you.
We reserve the right to edit contributions for length, objectionable content,
libel and factual errors known to us. Anonymous letters will generally not be
accepted. Submitting a letter to the editor or guest opinion constitutes a granting
of permission to the Palo Alto Weekly and Embarcadero Media to also publish it
online, including in our online archives and as a post on Town Square.
For more information, contact Editorial Assistant Cierra Bailey at cbailey@
paweekly.com or 650-223-6526 or Editor Jocelyn Dong at editor@paweekly.com.

Check out Town Square!
Hundreds of local topics are being discussed by local residents
on Town Square, a reader forum sponsored by the Weekly at
PaloAltoOnline.com/square. Post your own comments, ask questions
or just stay up on what people are talking about around town!

Guest Opinion

On Castilleja, be careful of what you wish for
by Leonard Ely

W

hen I was
a candidate for
City Council in
2016, a Palo Alto
High School friend
called me about
my opinion on
Castilleja School’s
plans. I told him
that during the
construction his
neighborhood would be negatively impacted, but when it was over things would
be better. He did not vote for me.
Castilleja was founded in 1907 and has
been located at its current location ever
since. My father, Leonard Ely Jr., was a
major supporter as well as a member of
the Castilleja Board of Trustees, and my
sister graduated from there in 1971. She
also worked there from 2005 to 2015.
I have read that one of the major issues
that neighbors have is that Castilleja has
not been truthful in its past reporting of
the number of enrolled students. If I were a
neighbor, I would be more concerned with
the disruption during construction and
the added traffic that additional students
would bring to the area.
So let’s have a discussion about disruption and traffic, but let’s start with an “elephant in the room”: what would happen if
Castilleja were not allowed to renovate its
campus and then feels it must move out of
town. What would become of the roughly
6 acres? A park? Not likely. An office
complex? Absolutely not!

Well, that leaves housing. And given the
current housing “crisis,” you can expect a
“push” from the city for medium- to highdensity housing.
The current zoning is R-1, single-family
residential. That means a minimum lot
size of 6,000 square feet. So, with some
simple mathematics, a developer could put
38 to 42 single-family homes on the site.
The number of houses depends on if the
city were to require a cul-de-sac off Kellogg Avenue.
Castilleja is not planning on adding even
one square foot of additional space, above
ground, in its reconstruction. It’s going to
add a very large underground garage and
I would guess additional basement area
under the new classroom structure. This
construction will take two to three years to
complete and will cause major disruption
to the neighborhood.
However, the construction of 38 to 40
homes would most likely cause more disruption and for as long, if not longer. I believe that R-1 zoning has 49 percent floor
area ratio. Each house could be approximately 2,400 square feet above-ground,
with a basement that would take it up to
approximately 3,600 square feet.
That means a total of 91,200 to 100,800
square feet of housing above ground (Castilleja’s plan calls for 115,849 square feet)
and 128,166 square feet in basement, which
will include a new garage and a relocated
swimming pool. (The basement is not part
of the floor area ratio.) We all know that
because of the high price of land in Palo
Alto anyone building a house is going to

build it up to the maximum square footage
allowed.
Now let’s look at the traffic impact of a
housing development on the Castilleja site.
I can’t imagine that any housing would
actually be built facing Embarcadero
Road. That means that all traffic and street
parking from the houses will be confined
to Emerson Street, Melville Avenue and
Bryant Street. If my information is correct — that the average household makes
nine trips a day — this means there will
be 342 to 378 car trips on nearby streets
every day.
If and when Castilleja is allowed to
rebuild, most traffic will be confined
to twice a day: early morning and when
school gets out. The thing that one notices is that if every student who can drive
(which they don’t) did drive a car to school,
there would be less traffic and congestion
than if the land became housing.
Parking is another concern that the
neighbors see as a problem. If you have
been reading the papers recently, you will
notice that the City Council is planning
on reducing the parking requirement to
“entice developers” to build more housing.
Those of us that have lived here for a while
know how that has worked in downtown.
One of the major causes of on-street
parking today is that the families have
more than one or two cars per household.
Nowadays people don’t park their cars in
the driveway, and if there are younger drivers in the house that adds additional cars.
Back to simple mathematics, that means
that in the new neighborhood there will

be, at least, 72-plus additional cars in the
neighborhood, 24/7. Where are they going
to park? Right in front of their neighbors’
houses. Cars at Castilleja, however, will
be parked underground, not on neighborhood streets.
The analysis above is based on the current R-1 zoning. The neighbors can protest
but if a developer follows the zoning rules
the only thing that they can hope for is to
slow the inevitable. So let’s say that the
developer sells single 6,000 square-foot
lots. Then there will be construction for
multiple years.
Another fact to consider is that because
of the pressure on the City Council to provide housing (and some of that housing
needs to be “affordable” and/or “low income”) it is highly likely that the number
of units, residents and cars will be greater
than what I have projected, based on current zoning, above.
I am sure that many neighbors will find
fault with my analysis. But one of the other
things that has not changed in my approximately 60 years of observing the “Palo
Alto process” is that most projects do get
built, eventually. The “Palo Alto process”
may slow them down and change them, but
they do get built — and often the only real
change is that they cost more. The downtown public safety building and parking
structure immediately come to mind.
So I say, “Be careful what you wish
for” — because, I believe and history has
proved, the alternative may be worse. Q
Leonard Ely is a longtime Palo Alto
resident.

Streetwise

What is your favorite outdoor activity and why?
Asked on California Avenue and Mitchell Park Library in Palo Alto. Question, interviews and photographs by Daniel Li.

Deborah Neville

Maria Akrivouli

Mark Keelan

Ali Minhas

Pasquale Mastroianni

Attorney
Sheridan Avenue, Palo Alto

Student
Colorado Avenue, Palo Alto

Sales Manager
Coppola Circle, Elk Grove

Student
Oregon Avenue, Palo Alto

Decorator
Pulgas Avenue, East Palo Alto

“Walking because Palo Alto has
amazing bird life and quiet streets.”

“Reading a book in the sun. It’s really
peaceful.”

“Lounging by the pool because it’s
relaxing.”

“Basketball. It’s my favorite sport and
I’ve been playing for a long time.”

“Any sporting activity. I particularly
like cycling.”
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This is an extraordinary opportunity

Call now to learn more
about how to reserve a villa.

to buy in the South Bay.

650-944-0100
ExperienceTheForum.com
a full service senior living community

California RCFE# 435200344

COA #204

HAVING SUICIDAL THOUGHTS?

Let’s talk about it.

Call the Suicide & Crisis Hotline
1-855-278-4204
Trained volunteer counselors available 24/7
Free and conﬁdential

scchope.org
Better Health for All
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Arts & Entertainment
A weekly guide to music, theater, art, culture, books and more, edited by Karla Kane

On 10-year anniversary, Oshman Family
JCC celebrates more than Jewish life

How the Palo Alto campus grew into a culturally diverse destination
On Aug. 18, the Oshman Family
JCC (OFJCC) will celebrate the
10-year anniversary of the opening of its Midpeninsula cultural
center, the Taube Koret Campus
for Jewish Life, with a free community celebration.
The event will include familyoriented activities, water games
for youth, a beer garden for
grownups, a Mario Kart competition for teens and a Zumba party
for all ages choreographed by the
JCC’s dance and fitness instructors. Performances feature musician and movement teacher Zhanna Shpits and the Fantasy Dance
Group. A cooking demonstration
is part of the festivities, and food
will be available for purchase.
Palo Alto Mayor Eric Filseth also
is scheduled to speak.
The Oshman Family JCC has
much to celebrate. Although a
JCC has been part of the Palo Alto
scene since the 1960s, the current
campus, which incorporates ecoconscious technology, is its first
permanent home. Since opening
the doors of its custom-built 8.5acre center at 3921 Fabian Way
in 2009, about 25,000 visitors
now pass through the campus
each week to use the Goldman

Sports and Wellness Complex,
the Schultz Cultural Arts Hall, the
Leslie Family Early Childhood
Education Center or attend the
center’s many multigenerational
programs. The center has grown
to 11,000 members, according to
CEO Zack Bodner.
And in recent years, its facilities and offerings have expanded,
too. The campus now includes
the new Freidenrich Community
Park, which opened in 2018 and
features a synthetic lawn, a running track, exercise equipment
and outdoor recreational facilities. The adjoining Arrilaga Family Pavilion provides expanded
classroom and conference space.
And the expanded Nourish cafe
now overlooks the Oasis outdoor
play center for kids.
These additions, which were
part of the original footprint for
the envisioned campus, were
able to be completed because of
the generosity of donors, Bodner
said. The campus itself, which
includes the Moldaw Residences
for seniors, as well as Jewish community offices, a co-working office suite and an Orthodox girls’
high school, “was a monumental
achievement for the Bay Area

Courtesy of Oshman Family JCC

Courtesy of Colin Brennan

Black Violin, which plays a blend of classical,
hip-hop, rock and R&B, is among the
performers who have appeared at the Oshman
Family JCC campus.

Cirque Mei, a performance group from the People’s
Republic of China, is among the performances
scheduled for this fall at the Oshman Family JCC
campus.

Courtesy of Tim Griffith

W

hen the Oshman Family JCC presented Prokofiev’s “Peter and the
Wolf,” it hosted four
back-to-back performances in English, Russian, Hebrew and Mandarin.
Mandarin? You bet! For the
past decade, the Jewish community center has served as a microcosm of the wider community,
using the arts as well as myriad
community activities — including a multicultural Shabbat dinner where Mediterranean and
Muslim caterers serve food side
by side — to bring families of all
backgrounds together at its Palo
Alto campus.
“We try and cater to all pockets of our community,” said Luba
Palant, director of community engagement at the campus. “We may
host artists from the Russian community and performers from the
Israeli community, while offering
opportunities for religious Jews to
host matzah-making workshops
for Passover.”
These events have brought together “people from all cultural
and faith backgrounds, from Sikh
to Christians to Jews and
Muslims,” Palant added.

by Janet Silver Ghent

Since opening on the Taube Koret Campus 10 years ago, the Schultz
Cultural Arts Hall has featured a mix of up-and-coming and
internationally acclaimed performers.
nonprofit and Jewish communities,” he added. “When it was
built, it was the largest project
ever undertaken by a nonprofit
organization in Santa Clara and
San Mateo counties.”
Serving Jews, on and off campus, is part of the OFJCC’s mission, but it is not the totality. In
arts and culture, Ronit WidmannLevy, OFJCC director of arts and
cultural programming, calls her
approach “JEDIs for art,” with
JEDI serving as an acronym for
Jewishness, equality, diversity and
inclusion.
“These are divisive times and
our job now is more important
than ever,” she said during an
interview in her office. “Arts is a
great vehicle to connect people,
and we do that across the board
in all our departments.”
“We try to feature good art,
above all, and serve a slice of each
of the demographics that make up
this community,” said WidmannLevy, who also serves as producer
and curator for the independent
TEDxPalo Alto events, sponsored
by the OFJCC.
“It doesn’t necessarily have to
be a Jewish artist (or program).
When Jews come around to hear
(former Secretary of Defense)
Ash Carter, they come together
to discuss matters of the day.”
While stars like Mandy Patinkin
and Alan Cumming fetched $150
and up, “some events are very
inexpensive,” she noted. “Some
(performers) are very well known,
some not. We catch them just before they become big stars.”
Upcoming programs include
pianist Yefim Bronfman, who
performs Sept. 8; actors Jason Alexander and John Malkovich; and
fashion designer-turned-cabaret
artist Isaac Mizrahi. Also on the
boards are the Capitol Steps political comedy troupe, the all-female

Mariachi Flor de Toloache and
the Cirque Mei Chinese circus
performers.
Kids’ shows and family shows
are heavily subsidized, she said,
pointing to the JCC’s School for
the Arts, which she inaugurated
several years ago. Last season,
kids in the musical theater class
presented a one-hour version of
Disney’s “Aladdin.” In January
2020, “The Wizard of Oz” takes
the stage.
The School for the Arts also
features group piano lessons —
two back-to-back pianos take the
loneliness out of practicing — as
well as ballet, cartooning and preschool music.
The Israeli-born WidmannLevy, who also performs as an
opera singer and has been with
the OFJCC for seven years, chose
to put much of her energy into
children’s programming since
becoming a parent herself.
“A big part of our mission is
making sure children are involved
in participating in art programs,”
she said. “When children are involved in arts — in ensembles,
singing, instruments — they’re
less likely to get into trouble as
teens. It’s such a life skill that can
only be learned through the arts.
Our goal is to give everybody a
chance to participate.”Q
Freelance writer Janet
Silver Ghent can be emailed at
anetsg@gmail.com.
What: Oshman Family JCC
Ten-Year Festival.
Where: Taube Koret Campus
for Jewish Life, 3921 Fabian
Way, Palo Alto.
When: Sunday, Aug. 18,
11 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Cost: Free.
Info: paloaltojcc.org/events/
ten-year-festival.
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Arts & Entertainment
Mark Kitaoka, Mark & Tracy Photography

Deloris Van Cartier (Leslie Ivy-Louthaman) teaches her sisters how
to “Raise Your Voice” in Broadway by the Bay’s “Sister Act.”

‘Sister Act’ has soul power
Broadway By the Bay’s latest production
makes a joyful noise
by Karla Kane

B

the same name, may
roadway By
the Bay closes THEATER REVIEW have some hackneyed
out summer with another elements but it also has plenty of
crowd-pleasing musical comedy — high-energy tunes by the powerone with “mass appeal,” you (and house team of Alan Menken and
the show’s writers) might say. “Sis- Glenn Slater and another round of
ter Act,” based on the now-classic excellent performances and pro1992 Whoopi Goldberg film of duction values from the BBB crew.

While the movie takes place in
San Francisco in the 1990s, the
musical sets the scene in Philadelphia in the late 1970s, where
Deloris Van Cartier (Leslie IvyLouthaman) is a wisecracking
singer in search of her big break.
When she witnesses her gangster
boyfriend Curtis (Montel Anthony
Nord) offing a stool pigeon and
agrees to testify against him, police officer and former love interest
Eddie Souther (David Blackburn)
sends her temporarily into hiding
under the protection of the Queen
of Angels church, presuming Curtis will never find her there. The
old-fashioned Mother Superior
(Heather Orth) is none too keen
on harboring sinner Deloris, and
Deloris is similarly unimpressed
with her new spartan circumstances. She’s living under the guise of
“Sister Mary Clarence,” a transfer
from a “more progressive” order,
and the other nuns, including perky
Mary Patrick (Melissa Costa),
shy postulant Mary Robert (Kate
Byrd) and dryly humorous Mary
Lazarus (Linda Piccone), are curious about the newcomer in their

long-stagnant midst.
While Deloris is running from
her troubles, Queen of Angels is in
trouble of its own. Mass attendance
has dropped to nearly nil and the
diocese is about to sell the church.
Mother Superior longs to save her
sanctuary but is also uninterested
in change. She sends Deloris to
take part in the church’s terrible
choir to keep her out of the way.
Deloris, though, brings out the best
in the earnest sisters by teaching
them to sing with not only skill but
also joy and spirit. Soon they’ve
gone from laughing stocks to soul
sensations and it attracts attention.
The church’s pews and coffers start
to fill back up, much to Mother Superior’s conflicted chagrin, as she
hardly considers the nuns’ new
sparkly get-ups and booty-shaking
moves appropriate (you might say
she considers them bad ... habits).
There are plot points that don’t
make a whole lot of sense and
others that are pretty predictable
but “Sister Act” is entertaining,
and makes the move from screen
to stage easily and successfully.
The book, by Cheri and Bill

Steinkellner, if corny, is quippy
and goofily fun. Menken, a big
name in show tunes and Disney
soundtracks, creates some very
good Philly-soul and tunes, including “Take Me to Heaven,”
and Glenn Slater must have had
fun writing Catholic-referencing,
period-pastiche lyrics for numbers
such as “Sunday Morning Fever.”
While the individual performances are good, where “Sister
Act” really shines is, fittingly, when
the sisters all sing and move together in big group harmony.
Read full review at paloaltoonline.com.Q
Arts & Entertainment Editor
Karla Kane can be emailed at
kkane@paweekly.com.
What: “Sister Act.”
Where: Fox Theatre, 2215
Broadway St., Redwood City.
When: Through Aug. 25; see
online for schedule.
Cost: Tickets vary depending
on seat and performance. See
online for individual prices.
Info: broadwaybythebay.org.
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Eating Out
at

the table

Talking Michelin stars, mackerel memories and
work-life balance with the chefs of Maum

W

by Elena Kadvany | photos by Veronica Weber

hen Meichih and Michael
Kim finished eating lunch
on a recent afternoon at
Orchard City Kitchen in
Campbell, each folded
their cloth napkins neatly into a
proper, compact rectangle.
Exacting attention to detail in
both food and service is ingrained
in the two chefs who together lead
the kitchen of Maum in Palo Alto.
They opened the modern Korean
restaurant after cooking at some
of the country’s best restaurants:
Meichih at the three-Michelinstarred Per Se in New York City
and Benu and Michael Mina’s
RN74 in San Francisco; Michael
at the Michelin-starred SPQR and
Namu Gaji in San Francisco; and
both at Tom Colicchio’s Craft in
Los Angeles, where they met.
The Kims are partners both
inside and outside the kitchen:
They’re also married and parents
to a 4-year-old boy who loves sushi
and market peaches.
Despite their illustrious culinary
resumes, the pair seems genuinely
taken aback by the recognition
they’ve received at Maum.
The tasting-menu-only, 16-seat
restaurant garnered lots of buzz
when it opened last summer after
running quietly as a private dining space. Then, in June — less
than a year after opening to the
public — the Kims won their
first Michelin star. Last week
came a favorable review from the
San Francisco Chronicle’s new
restaurant critic, Soleil Ho, who
described Maum, which means
“from the heart,” as upending our
assumptions about Korean food

in a “sincere, nostalgic” way.
“We’re always surprised when
people are like, ‘We’ve heard so
much about you,’” Michael said,
laughing. “I’m like, ‘From who?’”
True chefs, their minds are inside
the kitchen more than anywhere
else — except maybe, as young
parents, at home with their son.
I had lunch with Meichih and
Michael recently for the inaugural
feature of At the table, a new series
for my Peninsula Foodist newsletter. I’ll be interviewing local chefs
over meals at restaurants of their
choosing. The Kims chose Orchard
City Kitchen in Campbell, a more
casual project from fine-dining
chef Jeffrey Stout.
Over tater tot poutine doused in
Japanese curry, budae jigae and an
arugula-stone fruit salad, we talked
at length about how and why they
got into cooking, their creative process, where they eat on their days
off, how they balance the restaurant
with parenthood and, of course,
that Michelin star.
Michael, what part of Los Angeles did you grow up in?
Michael: I was born in east LA.
When I was 7, I moved to Diamond
Bar, which is kind of a suburb of
LA — a big Korean and Asian
community.
I assume that food was a big
part of your upbringing.
Michael: It always was. My dad
and his family was such a foodoriented family so it was always
a big part of my life. ... It was always based around fish. We would
sometimes go really early in the

Weekly reporter Elena Kadvany, author of the Peninsula Foodist blog, talks with Maum chefs Meichih
and Michael Kim over lunch.
morning to the Newport Beach
fish market where they would pull
up the boats and then sell fish. I remember doing that with my grandparents and my parents at least
once a month. There’s a Korean
mackerel dish that’s braised in gochujang. We would get fresh mackerel from the market and we would
make that. (At Maum), we serve a
mackerel for our no-meat option in
kind of an homage to that. We do
either a grilled or braised version.
Meichih, was food a big part of
your upbringing? (Meichih was
born in Shinjuku, Tokyo, but grew
up in Southern California and is of
Taiwanese descent.)
Meichih: More eating out.
So what drew you to cooking as
a career?
Meichih: After college, I took a
desk job. I did that for two years.
I couldn’t see myself moving forward and being ambitious in that
area. So I decided to apply to go to
cooking school at night.
What actually happened was,
I was in college and I wanted to
recreate a dish my mom made at
home. It was katsudon. I called her
up. ... From that point on it was
like, I really like doing this. I like
working with my hands.
Michael: It takes a special person to be a cook. In the sense of
... it doesn’t necessarily translate
to going to school or anything
like that. I think you have that innate skill where you just go into a
kitchen and you find the flow. You
understand how everything works,
or how everything should work. I
didn’t really enjoy school. When
I was in college, I was a hospitality major. There were portions of
that education where it didn’t really
mesh. Once I got into the culinary
aspect of it, it was like riding a bike.
You just know what’s happening.

Budae jigae, or Korean army stew, with kimchee, Spam, smoked
sausage, tofu, mushrooms, ramen noodles and American cheese.

Where were your first-ever cooking jobs?
Michael: I worked in a

Japanese-French restaurant in
Pasadena, (Maison Akira). It’s
one of the mainstays in that area.
(The chef, Akira Hirose) was
a Japanese chef who trained in
Paris under Joël Robuchon. (He
was) one of the innovators of that
Japanese nouveau (cuisine) of the
late ‘90s, early 2000s. I worked
with them for about a year.
Meichih: Per Se. Most cooks
start very young. They don’t go to
college. I worked for a few years
after college. By the time I started
cooking I was already in my mid20s. I vocalized that I really wanted
to work there and work hard.
What was that kitchen like?
Meichih: As a first job it was
very stressful. Everybody’s looking behind you ... Because the
menu was constantly changing, you
would feel comfortable with something and then it would change.
What was the worst mistake you
ever made there?
Meichih: You get berated about a
lot of things. I do remember breaking a bottle of vinegar in the pantry.
I had to clean it with bleach. Now
the smell of bleach traumatizes me.
When you opened Maum, were
you thinking about getting a Michelin star?
Michael: Internally, yes. At the
end of the day if you open an ambitious restaurant you want to be
validated with good reviews or
accolades. ... (Although) that was
kind of on the back burner for us,
especially in the beginning. We
were like, ‘Let’s just get it up and
running.’
Meichih: No. (She laughs.)
How significant was that moment to you?
Meichih: Internally, I always
had a goal to have a restaurant by
the time I was 35. I just turned 40.
When that didn’t happen ... you
have goals you want to attain and

when you don’t it’s a little (disappointing). But for things to happen
the way they did so fast ... it’s been
a blessing.
Michael: At the end of the day
you want something like that, of
course. It was a huge achievement
professionally and personally.
You’re in a group of very decorated
chefs.
How do you think critics who
are not well-versed in Korean food
should approach writing about
Korean restaurants?
Michael: There’s so much literature out there, history. You can
always experience these restaurants
in Santa Clara, San Francisco minimally, Oakland, even LA. (By dining out), you can get a CliffsNotes
version of what traditional Korean
food is. Even just (go to) Korean
markets.
What’s growing at Maum’s private farm in Los Altos Hills right
now that you’re really excited
about?
Meichih: Tomatoes, all different
varieties. We’re seeing things you
wouldn’t be able to purchase, like
a squash leaf. Last year we made
a chip out of it. (This year, they’re
using it in the ssam course instead
of a perilla leaf.) (Being a seasonal
restaurant) forces you to be more
creative and not replicate. Part of
my experience at Per Se was not to
replicate ingredients on a menu.
Michael: The Korean squash
are amazing. They’re so sweet and
fragrant. I always look forward to
those.
What is your process for developing new dishes? How much of
it is done together or separately?
Meichih: It’s all done together.
We bounce ideas off each other.
It takes time. We’ll actually conceptualize a dish and then you
have to work on it. You tweak it
(continued on page 27)
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(continued from page 25)

and you come back to it, whether
it be the flavors or tasting, plating
it. It’s nonstop. We’re telling our
cooks all the time, ‘Taste. Taste.
Taste everything.’
Tell me about a dish that went
through that process.
Michael: We do a freshly milled
buckwheat noodle. It’s a play off
naengmyeon. We make a white
kimchi. We were originally going
to do it with chicken stock. The
chicken stock was so rich and gelatinous that the liquid — we try to
serve it ice cold and it was thick. So
we changed it to a combination of
dashi and chicken stock. (The final
dish is a tangle of chilled buckwheat somyun served in mulkimchi broth and ice.)
How do you balance your work
and home lives as co-chefs and
parents?
Michael: Weekends.
Meichih: I think it helps for me
to be in the industry. I understand
what it takes to work in a restaurant. We just get it done. We have
to.
If you had no financial constraints, what would your dream
restaurant project be?
Meichih: I would love to do a rice
spot that’s Taiwanese — comfort
food, something that people can
eat every day but with higher, better quality. ... Also, I love egg sandwiches. It’s something I always eat.

I’ve never tried before in my life.’
That’s great.
Meichih: But then some people
are like, ‘What is this?’ But, you
know, we’re not trying to play it
safe.
Why did you choose Orchard
City Kitchen for our lunch?
Meichih: It has been on our list
of places to go for a while now.
Cyrus Schultz, the general manager and part owner, is a former
colleague of mine when we both
worked at Benu. It is important
for us to support friends when we
know how tough running a restaurant can be. Also, we’re always
trying new places to add to our
list of go-to’s in the Peninsula. Q
This interview was lightly
edited and condensed for
clarity and length. Email
Elena Kadvany at ekadvany@
paweekly.com. To subscribe
to her Peninsula Foodist
newsletter, go to paloaltoonline.
com/express/foodist.

ShopTalk

Local food & retail happenings

PROLIFIC OVEN TO CLOSE ...
It started with a scaling back of
the eclairs. The owners of TheÊ
Prolific Oven struggled to find an
available baking decorator to hire,
so they temporarily made the French
pastry in a way that was “less labor
intensive.” Months later, the job
remained unfilled. Without sufficient
staff, they had to discontinue some
items.One of Palo Alto’s longeststanding bakeries, The Prolific
Oven will close on Aug. 31 due
to a “severe” labor shortage and
increasing cost of doing business
in the Bay Area, the owners said
Wednesday. “We just don’t see it
getting any better,” said ReginaÊ
Chan, whose parents Henry andÊ
Sophia Chan bought The Prolific
Oven at 550 Waverley St. from
Harriet Spier in 1996. “We wanted to

pull the plug before things take a bad
turn.” They will also close their two
other locations, in Santa Clara and
Sunnyvale, and the facility where
the bakery’s popular chocolate on
chocolate and carrot cakes, pastries
and other made-from-scratch
baked goods are prepared. The
Santa Clara bakery will shutter on
Aug. 24 and Sunnyvale, Aug. 31.
(They also once ran Prolific Ovens
in Saratoga and Fremont, which
have since closed.) “We used to
(get) tons of applications for kids
in high school, kids just graduating
from school, kids in college who
wanted a part-time job,” she said.
“We aren’t getting those applications
anymore.” Over nearly four decades
(the original bakery opened in 1980),
The Prolific Oven baked cakes
and other desserts for countless

Veronica Weber

Maum

Regina Chan with a slice of
cake in the original Prolific
Oven location.
weddings, birthday parties, bar
and bat mitzvahs and other special
occasions. In the end, Regina said,
they were unwilling to compromise
on quality and reluctant to pass
costs onto customers by increasing
prices, Regina said. — E.K.
Compiled by the Weekly staff; this
week written by Elena Kadvany.
Got leads on interesting and newsworthy retail developments? The
Weekly will check them out. Email
shoptalk@paweekly.com.

Earthwise welcomes

DAYNA STEPHENS
QUARTET
FOR A SPECIAL SUNDAY
JAZZ AFTERNOON

Michael: I’d open up a grilled
fish restaurant in Jeju island (in
Korea). You can see it on our menu
— it revolves a lot around seafood.
It’s one of our favorite things.
What do you think in general of
the Peninsula dining scene?
Michael: I think it’s up and coming. With Anthony (Secviar) at
Protégé (in Palo Alto) and Robbie
(Wilson) at Bird Dog (in Palo Alto),
Greg (Kuzia-Carmel) at Camper
(in Menlo Park) ... these restaurants
didn’t exist five years ago.
Meichih: They have more personality. ...I guess the other question is also, as more restaurants pop
up my first thing is, where are they
going to find the labor for it? The
shortage is everywhere.
On your days off, do you go
out to eat more than you cook at
home?
Michael: Yeah. We just don’t like
cleaning. We have our regular places: Great China (in Berkeley), Pho
Hanoi in San Jose, Hamano in Noe
Valley, Thien Long (in San Jose),
Los Carnalitos (in Redwood City).
Have you seen a shift in how
people perceive and receive Korean food in the Bay Area since you
started Maum?
Michael: It’s a mixed crowd.
We had a guest the other day be
like, ‘I’ve tried things today that

Top jazz combo from Paterson
with Bay Area roots
Dayna Stephens, sax & EWI; Javier Santiago, piano;
Giulio Cetto, bass; Malachi Whitson, drums

Sun, August 18, 2019
Note: this is an early show
2:00 PM – 5:00 PM
Mitchell Park Community Center
EventBrite Tickets - $20
For more information: (650) 305-0701
www.PaloAltoOnline.com • Palo Alto Weekly • August 16, 2019 • Page 27

Answers to this week’s puzzles, which can be found on page 43.

Movies
OPENINGS

Race to the top
In drama ‘Luce,’ high school politics are —
and aren’t — black and white
0001/2 (Palo Alto Square)

Nominations are now being accepted
for Palo Alto’s Athena® Leadership
Award & Emerging Professional
Leadership Award for outstanding
working professional women.
Nomination deadline Wednesday, Aug. 28th
Forms available at: www.paloaltochamber.com/athena-awards

Created to honor outstanding business leaders in the Palo
Alto area, these awards will be presented to professionals who
have attained and personified the highest level of professional
excellence in business and the community.
They will be honored at the 33rd annual ATHENA
Leadership Awards Luncheon hosted by the Garden Court
Hotel on Tuesday, November 5th, 2019.

2018 Recipients
Lucile
Packard
Children’s
Hospital
Leadership
Award

Elaine Uang
Architect,
Palo Alto
Forward
Emerging
Professional
Award

Julius Onah’s dramatic film
“Luce” unfolds at Northern Virginia High School — a.k.a. Nova High
School — but it’s ins and outs deal
with more than just education and
child-rearing. Adapted by Onah
and J.C. Lee from the latter’s provocative play, “Luce” tackles race
in America and its sociopolitical
intersections.
In what should be a star-making
performance, Kelvin Harrison Jr.
plays the titular African American
high school student: an all-star in
the classroom, at the debate podium and on the track. A former child
soldier adopted at the age of 7 from
war-torn Eritrea, Luce was raised
by two attentive, caring, well-off
white parents, Amy and Peter Edgar (Naomi Watts and Tim Roth).
We meet Luce as he addresses his
entire school on “Generals Day.”
With the smiley, smooth mien of
an old-school politician, Luce gets
compared to Nelson Mandela and
Barack Obama, forming the question at the heart of the film: Does
Luce live up to his reputation and,
for that matter, could anyone?
Cracks in the facade begin to
spread when Luce’s history and

government teacher, Ms. Harriet Wilson (Octavia Spencer), red
flags an essay written by the boy
in the voice of 20th-century activist Frantz Fanon, an advocate of
righteous violence. Wilson takes
it upon herself to search Luce’s
locker and discovers another piece
of ambiguous circumstantial evidence: a brown paper bag packed
with enough fireworks to do some
damage. Given that it’s a part of
the student culture to expediently
share locker space, Luce can credibly claim the fireworks aren’t his.
But Wilson passes along her doubt
to Amy, setting off domestic strife,
a cold war between Luce and Ms.
Wilson, and an existential threat to
Luce’s presumptively bright future
as an American success story.
What follows works on the level
of a stalker-y “no one believes me”
thriller (amplified by doubt over
which one is the instigator and
which the victim). Onah’s previous
film, “The Cloverfield Paradox,”
showed little sign of the sensitivity and skill the filmmaker applies to this story, which crackles
with top-notch performances from
its central foursome (with a fine

assist from Norbert Leo Butz as
the school principal).
“Luce” primarily concerns itself
with African American identity,
plagued by withering low-down
stereotypes and polar-opposite
pressures, reflecting the notion that
black children must not only be as
capable as their white counterparts
but harder, better, faster, stronger.
Onah and Lee constantly present
the weight of expectation on Luce,
especially from his mother, but
also from his teacher and his peers
(showing one skewed perception, a
friend at one point tells Luce he’s
not “black black”).
In some ways, the film’s subtle
political satire proves even more
distressing. Beyond the film’s civil
rights minefield (Onah and Lee
are savvy on the issues of active
privacy violations as well as the
unconscious, passive abdication of
privacy on social media), “Luce”
hammers away at our self-deluding
myths about poster child perfection: There is no “perfect” when
it comes to parenting or personal
character, and we must accept the
nasty reality that reinvention and
rehabilitation must be constants
in our lives. Likewise, it’s a folly
to put total trust in any authority
figure or politician.
In its scariest moments, “Luce”
reminds us that the people we trust
to lead us are those best able to perform trustworthiness, to fake the
right emotions, to manipulate others openly and behind the scenes.
Luce says he loves the “freedom,
strength, individuality” Independence Day represents ... plus the
fireworks. Unconsciously, maybe
that’s what we want, and need,
from our leaders. Thematically
and dramatically, “Luce” gives us
all that ... and a bag of fireworks.
Rated R for language throughout, sexual content, nudity and
some drug use. One hour, 49
minutes.
— Peter Canavese

MOVIES NOW SHOWING
Century 16: Fri.-Sun.

47 Meters Down: Uncaged (PG-13)
Century 20: Fri.-Sun.

Century 16: Fri.-Sun.

The Angry Birds Movie 2 (PG)
Century 20: Fri.-Sun.

The Art of Racing in the Rain (PG)
Century 16: Fri.-Sun.
Century 20: Fri.-Sun. ShowPlace Icon: Fri.-Sun.
Blinded by the Light (PG-13)
Century 20: Fri.-Sun.
Palo Alto Square: Fri.-Sun. ShowPlace Icon: Fri.-Sun.
Brian Banks (PG-13)

Century 20: Fri.-Sun.

Cluny Brown (1946) (Not Rated)

Stanford Theatre: Friday

Dora and the Lost City of Gold (PG)
Century 16: Fri.-Sun.
Century 20: Fri.-Sun. ShowPlace Icon: Fri.-Sun.
The Farewell (PG) +++1/2
Century 20: Fri.-Sun.

Aquarius Theatre: Fri.-Sun.

The Fast & Furious: Hobbs & Shaw (PG-13)
Century 16:
Fri.-Sun. Century 20: Fri.-Sun.
ShowPlace Icon: Fri.-Sun.
Good Boys (R)
Century 16: Fri.-Sun.
Century 20: Fri.-Sun.
Heaven Can Wait (1943) (Not Rated)
Stanford Theatre: Friday
The Kitchen (R) ++1/2 Century 16: Fri.-Sun.
Century 20: Fri.-Sun. ShowPlace Icon: Fri.-Sun.

The Life and Death of Colonel Blimp (1943) (Not Rated)
Stanford Theatre: Saturday
The Lion King (PG)
Century 16: Fri.-Sun.
Century 20: Fri.-Sun. ShowPlace Icon: Fri.-Sun.
Luce (R)

Aquarius Theatre: Fri.-Sun.

Mission Mangal (Not Rated)

Century 16: Fri.-Sun.

Once Upon a Time ... in Hollywood (R) +++
Century 16: Fri.-Sun. Century 20: Fri.-Sun.
The Peanut Butter Falcon (PG-13)
Palo Alto Square: Fri.-Sun.
Scary Stories to tell in the Dark (PG-13)
Century 16: Fri.-Sun. Century 20: Fri.-Sun.
ShowPlace Icon: Fri.-Sun.
Spider-Man: Far From Home (PG) +++
Century 16: Fri.-Sun. Century 20: Fri.-Sun.
Toni Morrison: The Pieces I Am (PG-13)
Guild Theatre: Fri.-Sun.
Toy Story 4 (G) +++1/2
Century 20: Fri.-Sun.

Century 16: Fri.-Sun.

Where’d You Go, Bernadette (PG-13) Century 16: Fri.-Sun.
Century 20: Fri.-Sun. ShowPlace Icon: Fri.-Sun.
Yesterday (PG-13) ++

Century 20: Fri.-Sun.

+ Skip it ++ Some redeeming qualities +++ A good bet ++++ Outstanding

Aquarius: 430 Emerson St., Palo Alto (For recorded listings: 327-3241) tinyurl.com/Aquariuspa
Century Cinema 16: 1500 N. Shoreline Blvd., Mountain View tinyurl.com/Century16
Century 20 Downtown: 825 Middlefield Road, Redwood City tinyurl.com/Century20
CineArts at Palo Alto Square: 3000 El Camino Real, Palo Alto (For information: 493-0128) tinyurl.com/Pasquare
Guild: 949 El Camino Real, Menlo Park (For recorded listings: 566-8367) tinyurl.com/Guildmp
ShowPlace Icon: 2575 California St. #601, Mountain View tinyurl.com/iconMountainView
Stanford Theatre: 221 University Ave., Palo Alto (For recorded listings: 324-3700) Stanfordtheatre.org

Questions? Call 650-324-3121 or info@paloaltochamber.com
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Find trailers, star ratings and reviews on the web at PaloAltoOnline.com/movies

Book
Talk
WOJCICKI TO TALK ABOUT
‘SUCCESSFUL PEOPLE’ ...
Esther Wojcicki, Palo Alto
High School’s award-winning
journalism teacher who founded
the Paly Media Arts program and
gained international recognition
in 2015 after releasing
“Moonshots in Education:
Launching Blended Learning in
the Classroom” will join New York
Times journalist John Markoff
at Kepler’s Books & Magazines
at 7:30 p.m., on Monday, Sept.
9, to talk about her new book
“How to Raise Successful
People: Simple lessons for
radical results.” In the book,
Wojcicki shares the principles
she used to raise three notable
daughters, all of whom rose to
the top of competitive, maledominated professions. Wojcicki
is the mother of Susan Wojcicki,
who is the CEO of YouTube;
Anne Wojcicki, who is the CEO
of 23andMe; and Janet Wojcicki,
who is a professor of pediatrics
at the University of California,
San Francisco. Kepler’s is
located at 1010 El Camino Real,
#100 Menlo Park. For tickets, go
to keplers.org.

VETERANS BOOK CLUB ...
Rinconada Library is hosting
Reading for Recovery: A Book
club for Veterans on Tuesday,
Aug. 20 from 7-8 p.m. The
club provides participants the
opportunity to connect with each
other and engage with the larger
community. Veterans and their
friends and families are welcome.
The group will meet once a
month in the Embarcadero
Room to discuss books chosen
collaboratively by the group’s
members. For more information,
contact Alison de Geus at alison.
degeus@cityofpaloalto.org or call
the library at 650-329-2436. Q

A monthly section on local books and authors

Escaped lemur faces
judge in ‘Chimerica’
Former Mountain View litigator finds
inspiration for fictional case in courtroom
by Michael Berry

A

rt, law and jungle primates
mix in surprising ways
in Anita Felicelli’s new
novel. In “Chimerica,” published
next month by WTAW Press, the
Mountain View writer puts a giant talking lemur on the witness
stand in a twisty legal case of artists’ rights.
As the novel opens, TamilAmerican attorney Maya Rashem
wakes up alone in
her Oakland home,
recently vacated
by her husband,
who took their two
children with him
when he left.
Maya’s
day
further unravels
as her lover — a
named partner at
her law firm — is
fired and Maya
herself is let go,
due to an unspecified ethical issue,
not to mention the
lack of a “killer” instinct. The
only professional solace she can
take is that the firm’s premier witness wants to stay with her. That
witness just happens to be a selfaware primate who wants to get to
Madagascar as soon as possible.
The lemur in “Chimerica” began its life as part of mural in
Oakland, and when it somehow
detached itself from the painting,
it created a legal conundrum.
“Chimerica” isn’t the kind of
taut legal thriller Scott Turow
would write, but it’s one that
matches Felicelli’s sensibilities.
In a telephone interview, she said,
“I like the combination of rigorous ideas mixed with pleasure.
That’s one of my favorite things
in fiction, so it makes sense that
that would be the kind of fiction I
would write myself. I like things
that are cerebrally challenging but
still have some of the magic that
made me fall in love with writing
as a kid.”
Born in Southern India, Felicelli, 42, is Tamil-American and
moved with her family to the
Midpeninsula in 1984, where she
attended Gunn High School. She
graduated from the University of
California, Berkeley as an English
literature major and later attended law school there. The actual

practice of law, however, didn’t
agree with her.
“I was hoping to go into policy
or work for a nonprofit after graduation,” Felicelli said. “The jobs I
got were litigation jobs, and they
just didn’t suit my temperament.”
Those jobs did, however, influence her fiction. The premise of “Chimerica” might sound
far-fetched, but the lawsuit at its
center is strongly
based on actual
non-lemur-related
cases.
In the novel,
Fellicelli writes:
“The mural was
protected by the
Visual Artists
Rights Act of 1990
(VARA). VARA
is a piece of copyright law that
grants visual artists ‘moral rights’
in the objects they
produce, even if the
physical copy no longer belongs to
them. Under VARA, artists have
two moral rights: the right of attribution and that of integrity. The
right of integrity, which is at issue
in the lawsuit, allows an artist to
claim damages for any intentional
or grossly negligent destruction of
a work of recognized stature.”
“The lemur himself is not above
the law,” Felicelli explained. “He’s
from this mural and ends up being
the subject to a lawsuit that seeks
to destroy him. Because he’s part
of the mural, he’s the property of
the artist.”
Felicelli said she wanted to
explore “the hysteria of litigation and how quickly something
can spin out of control if you’re
thinking strategically instead of
morally.”
Why the talking animal?
“The lemur just came to me as
part and parcel of the novel,” Felicelli said. “When I originally conceived of (the lemur), I conceived
of him as a personification of art
and what’s wild and what might
fall outside of our normal (societal) structures.”
Felicelli has not completely left
legal work. She ghostwrites for attorneys, and still finds plenty of
time for her own projects.
During 2013 and 2014, she

Courtesy Anita Felicelli

‘111 PLACES’ EXPLORES
SILICON VALLEY ... The new
guidebook “111 Places in
Silicon Valley That You Must
Not Miss” explores the area’s
history, creative community
and lush natural environment.
Author Floriana Petersen reveals
the best-kept secrets and
hidden stories in over 30 cities
and towns, from Woodside to
San Jose, including Atherton,
Mountain View, Stanford
and Palo Alto. The book is
organized geographically, with
detailed maps to help readers
plan their treks to the farthest
reaches of the valley. Among
the more unusual places are
the geometric, bee-inspired
design of the Hanna Honeycomb
House at Stanford that was a
creative breakthrough for Frank
Lloyd Wright, who designed the
structure without a single right
angle. There also is a chapter
dedicated to Stanford’s Cantor
Arts Center. The book is part
of the 111 Places Guidebooks
series. For more information, go
to 111places.com.

Title Pages

Author Anita Felicelli, a Gunn High School graduate, is set to release
her new book, “Chimerica,” this September. The novel chronicles a
lemur who begins its life as part of mural in Oakland until it detaches
itself from the painting, creating a legal conundrum.
wrote for Palo Alto Online’s Off
Hours blog, covering food, film
and other cultural topics. Asked
what she learned from the experience, she said, “I started thinking
more about what readers might be
interested in reading. I naturally
gravitate toward more obscure
things.”
Felicelli is the author of the
children’s book “Izzy & Poe,”
the poetry collection “Letters to
an Albatross”and the young-adult
novel “Sparks off Me.” The last
connects to “Chimerica,” in that
Maya’s sister is the main character of “Sparks off Me.”
“It was a reverse coming-of-age
story about a young girl with psychiatric issues and how she unravels over time,” Felicelli said.
Felicelli’s stories have appeared
in The Normal School, The
Rumpus and elsewhere. Her debut short story collection, “Love
Songs for a Lost Continent,” was
published by Stillhouse Press
and won the 2016 Mary Roberts
Rinehart Award. “Love Songs for
a Lost Continent” features stories
set in Silicon Valley and India,
Madagascar and Kentucky.
“Rampion” is a take-off on
“Rapunzel,” told from the pointof-view of the infertile woman
who steals a baby. In “Once Upon
Great Red Island,” a young couple discovers a rift between them
during a visit to Madagascar.
“Deception” chronicles the tale

of a woman who marries a tiger.
Themes of memory and identity weave through the selections,
as do the supernatural and the
uncanny.
“I’m interested in the things we
think we know,” Felicelli said.
“Intuitions, things we formulate
through the observation of what
we can’t articulate, I’m interested
in that phenomenon.”’
She indicated that part of
her interest emanates from the
strangeness of where she resides.
“I’ve seen so much change (in
the South Bay) over the last 30
years. It’s definitely on my mind
all the time. When we moved
here it was a little more of a hippie town. I still remember it the
way that it was. I walk around and
I see the ghosts of the things that
were there before.
“It’s strange because I’m the
immigrant. I wouldn’t say I’m
a native, but I’ve seen this place
through multiple iterations of itself, rises and falls. How time
passes through one particular
place influences my fiction and
how I think about identity.”
Next up for Felicelli is a family saga about an inventor who
moves to Silicon Valley and has a
contentious relationship with his
daughter, who is a filmmaker. So
far, the novel does not feature any
talking animals.Q
Michael Berry can be emailed
at mikeberry@mindspring.com.
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A BENEFIT EVENT FOR LOCAL NON-PROFITS SUPPORTING KIDS & FAMILIES
35TH ANNUAL

PALO ALTO WEEKLY

Friday,
Oct. 11,
2019

AT PALO ALTO BAYLANDS
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For more information and to register:

PaloAltoOnline.com/moonlight_run
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Home&Real Estate

OPEN HOME GUIDE 40
Also online at PaloAltoOnline.com

A weekly guide to home, garden and real estate news

JOYFUL LIVING TICKETS
... Get the lowdown on
how to uplift your home
at the Trending in House
and Garden: Joyful Living
roundtable, which will take
place Thursday, Oct. 10, 9-11
a.m. at Gamble Garden in Palo
Alto. Tickets are now available
for the event, which features
Gamble Garden Director
Richard Hayden moderating
a discussion with food and
wine writer Carolyn Jung,
horticulturist Janet Sluis and
designer Melinda Mandell. The
talk will explore how to bring
elements of joy into your home
and garden. Admission is
$125 per person and includes
boxed breakfast, mimosas and
coffee. Space is limited to 150
people. Tickets are available at
gamblegarden.org. Q
Send notices of news and events
related to real estate, interior design,
home improvement and gardening to
Home Front, Palo Alto Weekly, P.O.
Box 1610, Palo Alto, CA 94302, or
email editor@paweekly.com. Deadline
is one week before publication.

READ MORE ONLINE

PaloAltoOnline.com

There are more real estate features
online. Go to PaloAltoOnline.com/
real_estate.

for living

art

Palo Alto festival artists create functional and
beautiful pieces for the home
by Heather Zimmerman

B

ay Area glass artist Sylvia
Chesson calls it the “double look.” Most festival
visitors have had this experience
at one time or another, when a
special piece catches the eye. “It’s
when the person walks by, looks in
(the booth) and turns around and
comes back,” Chesson said.
The Palo Alto Festival of the
Arts, taking place Aug. 24-25
in downtown Palo Alto, features
the creations of 300 artists from
around the country — including
plenty of beautiful, unique home
decor items, housewares and furniture, which add up to many opportunities for that “double look”
and a chance to learn more about
the inspiration or technique that
went into creating that eye-catching piece. That especially makes
sense for those shopping for pieces
to decorate with or use at home —
something to live with and enjoy
every day.
This will be the first time Chesson has shown her work at the Palo
Alto Festival of the Arts, though
she has shown at other Peninsula
festivals. She’s been working in
glass for about 30 years, after previously working in biotech.
When someone stops in Chesson’s booth, she said, “I’ll let
them have their time and just start
talking to them a little bit about
what made me do whatever it is
that they are looking at. I think
they appreciate the story, the raison d’etre. What’s the reason for
it being?”
Chesson’s platters and plates,
vessels and sculptures are made of
kiln-formed glass, a versatile approach that gives her the ability to
create layers of depth and pattern
in her pieces.

“Working with a kiln allows for
a variety of techniques,” Chesson
said. “You can cast, you can slump
[fuse glass over a mold], you can
comb hot glass, you can pull hot
glass out of a kiln to make strings
and swoop-di-swoops.”
In addition to such techniques,
Chesson “paints” with powdered
glass, sifting it over a stencil or
silkscreen onto a solid glass background to create images and patterns, including pieces that reference local landmarks.
Southern California potter Eri
Sugimoto is returning to the festival to show her functional pottery.
Sugimoto creates delicate,
asymmetrical patterns for her
vases, pots and other vessels with
stencils made from cut paper. It’s
known as a “paper resist” or “paper stencil” technique.
“I cut the pattern by hand for
each piece and use it only one
time, so all of my work is one of a
kind,” she said. “I lay out the pattern on the ceramic body, apply
the slip, and peel off the pattern.
After that, I carefully clean up

Photo courtesy of Erickson Woodworking

MANAGE GARDEN PESTS ...
Learn about the Integrated
Pest Management (IPM)
approach at a free UC Master
Gardeners workshop on
Saturday, Aug. 17, 1-3 p.m.
at the Sunnyvale Teaching
and Demonstration Garden at
Charles Street Garden. Master
Gardener Karen Hurst will
discuss IPM and how to deal
with specific pests. Charles
Street Garden is located at
433 Charles St., Sunnyvale.
For more information,
call 408-282-3105 or visit
mgsantaclara.ucanr.edu.

Hand-cut paper stencils allow clay artist Eri Sugimoto to create oneof-a-kind designs on her functional pottery.

Tor and Robert Erickson draw on the diverse patterns and
colors of California walnut in making their furniture.
the piece several times, and fire it
twice.”
Sugimoto’s background was as
an industrial designer, but she got
into ceramics after taking a class
with a friend. The hands-on, 3D
quality of working with ceramics intrigued her. A native of Japan, she credits the influence of
medieval Japanese art, which she
studied as an art history student, in
inspiring asymmetrical composition of her works.
Also returning to the festival are
Nevada woodworkers Robert and
Tor Erickson. The father-and-son
team uses primarily California
walnut to create sleek, gracefully
curved chairs, tables and other
furniture, including many custom
pieces. “California walnut has a
tremendous diversity in terms of
the figure of the wood, so you get
these really wild, diverse patterns
that appear naturally in the grain
— swirls and ripples and stripes,”
Tor Erickson said. “It also has a
really broad range of colors.”
The natural beauty of the wood
can help determine what it will

Photo courtesy of Sylvia Chesson

FIRE SAFE NATIVE GARDENS
... Learn how you can plan
your garden to help reduce the
risk of wildfire. The California
Native Plant Society is hosting
a presentation by the Santa
Clara County FireSafe Council
on Wednesday, Aug. 21, 7
p.m. at the Los Altos Library.
The talk will cover critical
practices for reducing fire risk,
such as establishing defensible
space around your home, and
provide an in-depth discussion
of plant choices, spacing and
placement. The Los Altos
Library is located at 13 S.
San Antonio Road, Los Altos.
For more information, call the
library at 650-948-7683 or visit
cnps-scv.org.

Photo courtesy of Eri Sugimoto

Home Front

Glass artist Sylvia Chesson uses a variety of techniques to provide
layers of pattern and depth in her kiln-formed glass pieces.

become in the Erickson woodshop.
“If you have a set design, if you
know what (the piece) looks like,
then as you’re selecting wood to
build that piece of furniture, you’re
looking very closely for pieces
of wood that will accentuate the
curves and shape of the design
you already have,” Erickson said,
noting that an especially beautiful
or unusual piece of wood might
inspire a new design — a unique,
one-off piece — rather than using
it in an existing design.
Erickson grew up learning
woodworking from his father,
Robert, and in designing pieces,
he said the family dynamic helps
them work as a creative team.
Furniture obviously must be
functional first, Erickson said.
With a chair, “you’re sitting on it,
so the shape of the seat, it matters.
You’re not looking at it most of the
time,” he said.
But at the same time, aesthetics
also matter.
“When you’re looking at it, or
you’re touching it, you’re experiencing it more as a piece of artwork. In this case, I just hope it’s
beautiful. I don’t think it’s more
complicated than that,” Erickson
said. “It’s a chance to bring a beautiful object into your home and
hopefully that will make your life
a little bit better.” Q
The Palo Alto Festival of the
Arts will take place on University
Avenue, in downtown Palo Alto
from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Saturday,
Aug. 24, and Sunday, Aug. 25. For
more information, mlaproductions.com/PaloAlto.
Home & Real Estate Editor
Heather Zimmerman can be
emailed at hzimmerman@
paweekly.com.
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Home & Real Estate

HOT SUMMER SALES
A MOVE? A NEW JOB? A NEW SPOUSE?
= A NEW HOUSE!!

SALES AT A GLANCE

Contact:

JAN STROHECKER

Atherton

Los Altos Hills

Total sales reported: 1
Sales price: $3,200,000

, SRES

Total sales reported: 1
Lowest sales price: $3,512,500
Highest sales price: $3,512,500
Average sales price: $3,512,500

“Experience Counts 32 Years Top Sales Performance”

East Palo Alto

Realtor, DRE #00620365

Total sales reported: 3
Lowest sales price: $850,000
Highest sales price: $1,130,000
Average sales price: $943,700

Residential • Land • 1031 Exchanges

Direct: (650) 906-6516
Email: janstrohecker@yahoo.com
www.janstrohecker.com

Los Altos

Total sales reported: 9
Lowest sales price: $1,250,000
Highest sales price: $4,100,000
Average sales price: $2,822,000

CALL Jan Today
for Best Results!

Menlo Park

Total sales reported: 8
Lowest sales price: $900,000
Highest sales price: $4,500,000
Average sales price: $2,514,800

The DeLeon Difference®
650.543.8500
www.deleonrealty.com
650.543.8500 | www.deleonrealty.com | DeLeon Realty CalBRE #01903224

®
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Woodside

Total sales reported: 1
Lowest sales price: $2,350,000
Highest sales price: $2,350,000
Average sales price: $2,350,000

Mountain View

Source: California REsource

Total sales reported: 12
Lowest sales price: $902,000
Highest sales price: $2,720,000
Average sales price: $1,715,400

BUILDING PERMITS

®

Palo Alto

Total sales reported: 5
Lowest sales price: $254,500
Highest sales price: $4,350,000
Average sales price: $2,424,900

A listing of building projects approved by the city of Palo Alto.
2091 Edgewood Drive Temporary power pole. $1,000.
250 University Ave. Suite 110
Replace condenser unit from
mechanical room to parking garage. $20,000.
4180 Park Blvd. Relocate existing exterior light fixture. $450.
1575 Edgewood Drive Change
out furnace, add new a/c 2.5 ton.
$28,999.
1338 Middlefield Road Vault
ceiling in the interior only, no elevation changes.
3223 Hanover St. Revision to
clarification of structural bolts
where parking structure joins
above grade structure, as well
as a change in bolt dimensions.
Adding conduit location for future
electric vehicle service equipment and increased locations of
charger ports. Change of lighting
design and clarified locations.
2015 Edgewood Drive Revision
to add metal rod to reduce the

gap to 4” max as shown.
3170 Ross Road Reroof to
remove existing wood shingles
install oriented strand board
and 50-year composition (25
squares). $10,000.
580 Arastradero Road, Unit
505 Kitchen and bathroom
remodel and sub-panel replacement. This scope is based off
master plan. $20,000.
1701 Channing Ave. Residential
remodel of master bedroom,
bath and kitchen, and remove
closet wall to make bigger.
$55,332.
641 Fairmede Ave. Install fiberglass into an existing pool.
$7,488.
821 Cowper St. Tear off composition roofing. Install sheathing. Install Class A composition
shingles. $24,500.
3015 Cowper St. Tear off one
composition roof to plywood
sheathing. Install GAF fiberglass
shingles over 40lb underlayment.
$41,990.
3400 Hillview Ave. Interior

non-structural demo, half of
the second floor only (5,100 sf).
$85,000.
261 Hamilton Ave. Down scope
demo plans/clarification.
2700 Kipling St. Revision to
move one wall in the garage.
580 Arastradero Road, Unit
603 Tan Plaza Continental apartments. Kitchen and bathroom remodel, addition of washer/dryer,
sub-panel replacement, and new
mini-split system with condenser
located on the balcony. Plan
check done under the master
permit. $20,000.
743 E. Charleston Road Electrical service upgrade to 200
amps, same location. $7,500.
580 Arastradero Road, Unit
607 Kitchen and bathroom
remodel and sub-panel replacement. This scope is based off
master plan. $20,000.
667 Channing Ave. Upgrade
two main panels with separate
meters to 200 amps.
3045 Park Blvd. Revision to
trees substitutions.

335
EVERETT AVENUE

PALO ALTO

OPEN

Saturday & Sunday
1:30-4:30PM

www.335Everett.com

2.5

4

1,920+/-*

3,696+/-

DENISE
SIMONS
Realtor

$3,195,000

UMANG
SANCHORAWALA
Information deemed reliable but not guaranteed.
*Square footage per Floor Plan Visuals.

650.269.0210 denise.simons@compass.com
DeniseSimons.com License #01376733

Realtor, MBA

usanchor@compass.com 650.960.5363
License #01471341 UmangHomes.com
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Open Sat & Sun 1:30-4:30

1436 Harker Ave, Palo Alto
5HFHQWO\FRPSOHWHGZLWKFXVWRPÀQLVKHVWKLVWKUHHOHYHOVTIWEULJKW9LFWRULDQVW\OHKRPHIHDWXUHV
EHGURRPVDQGEDWKURRPVDJDUDJHDQGGHHSZHOOJHRWKHUPDO+9$&V\VWHPRQDVTIWORW0DLQ
ÁRRUVXLWHFDWHULQJWRJXHVWVRUH[WHQGHGIDPLO\/DUJHRSHQNLWFKHQLGHDOIRUHQWHUWDLQLQJÁRZVWRPDJQLÀFHQW
JUHDWURRPZLWKGLQLQJDUHDDQGVSDFLRXVOLYLQJURRP8SVWDLUVPDVWHUVXLWHIHDWXULQJOX[XULRXVPDVWHU
EHGURRPZLWKGXDOVLQNVDQGPDUEOHEDWKZLWKVKRZHUVWDOO/LJKWÀOOHGEDVHPHQWERDVWVDGGLWLRQDOVXLWHDQG
WZREHGURRPV6SDFLRXVSURIHVVLRQDOO\ODQGVFDSHG\DUGH[XGHV&DOLIRUQLDRXWGRRUOLYLQJ
([FHSWLRQDO&RPPXQLW\&HQWHUORFDWLRQFORVHWRWUDQVSRUWDWLRQGRZQWRZQ3DOR$OWRVKRSSLQJDQGGLQLQJ
6WDQIRUG8QLYHUVLW\DQGDZDUGZLQQLQJ3DOR$OWRVFKRROV:DOWHU+D\V(OHPHQWDU\*UHHQH0LGGOHDQG3DOR
$OWR+LJK6FKRRO EX\HUWRYHULI\DYDLODELOLW\ 

List price $5,995,000
LOVELESS TEAM
650.400.4208
650.400.3309

tloveless@intero.com
License #70010102

www. L OVELESSTEAM.com
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Early eyes on
your home.
MnqbMmRbm
your listing.

Discover Compass Coming Soon.
Only at compass.com
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DRE # 01090940
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COMING
SOON

Luxury 4-Bed Condo in Palo Alto
Palo Alto

858 Altaire Walk
www.858AltaireWalk.com

ĝÛÛ OM BsVÛ/

This is Silicon Valley living – one of Palo Alto’s newer urban complexes adjacent to the JCC Fitness Center with amazing indoor/outdoor facilities
available with membership. Secure entrances and garden walkways with picnic areas lead to the best unit in the complex. Picture-perfect interiors
JdBpszddMddopÛJoBbMbOzKBolOsBbMToOpVlBWbsdTMOpWUbOoKd_dopÛBbMBbdlObøKdbKOlsddol_BbzWsV_BoUOloWyBsOlBsWdl_tptlpsBWop
JB_Kdb|à2VOoOBoOplBKWdtpJOModdapÛWbK_tMWbUdbOdbsVOaBWb_OyO_WMOB_TdoUtOpspdoBbdTKOÛBbMBJOBtsWTt_tlpsBWopaBpsOoptWsOzWsVszd
showers. The entire community is GreenPoint Rated and there is a NEST thermostat. In-unit laundry near the bedrooms, secure garage parking plus a
VtUOpsdoBUOK_dpOsBMMsVObWpVWbUsdtKVOpàbMÛzWsVBKKOppsdBKK_BWaOM+B_d_sdpKVdd_pBbMaWbtsOpøBzB|lod{WaWs|sdWUVzB|sdB__dT
Silicon Valley, this is truly a wonderful place to call home!
• Highly updated two-story condominium
• Secure entrance, from street or garage,
with bamboo-lined walkways to the front
door
• 4 bedrooms and 3 baths arranged on two
_OyO_pę
• Approximately 1,835 square feet of living
space
• Open great room has double French doors
sdB_BoUOloWyBsOlBsWdę
• Espresso-hued kitchen cabinetry and
island with quartz counters
• Stainless steel Bosch gas range,
microwave, and dishwasher plus Kenmore
Elite refrigerator

• Upstairs master suite with private balcony,
organized walk-in closet and bath with
dual-sink vanity, tub with overhead shower,
separate shower, and private commode
room
• Laundry area conveniently located inside
• All closet doors with inlaid mirror panels;
recessed lighting; NEST thermostat; central
æ åoOploWb^_Oop
• Elevator from garage parking for 2 cars
plus storage closet and car washing area
• Just minutes to Highway 101 to all of Silicon
8B__O|ę
• Excellent Palo Alto schools: Fairmeadow
Elementary, JLS Middle, Gunn High (buyer
sdKdboaï

David Chung & Sunny Kim
àà
davidandsunny@compass.com
www.DavidandSunny.com

.

Compass is a licensed real estate broker and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. All material presented herein
is intended for informational purposes only. Information is compiled from sources deemed reliable but is subject to
errors, omissions, changes in price, condition, sale, or withdraw without notice. No statement is made as to accuracy
of any description. All measurements and square footages are approximate. Exact dimensions can be obtained by
retaining the services of an architect or engineer. This is not intended to solicit property already listed.
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LEGEND: CONDO (C), TOWNHOME (T).

BURLINGAME
1765 Hunt Dr
Sat/Sun 1-4
Compass

EAST PALO ALTO
2387 Dumbarton Av
Sat 1-4
Keller Williams

EMERALD HILLS
356 Summit Dr
Sun 1:30-4:30
DeLeon Realty

$2,098,000
5 BD/2 BA
766-7772

$2,488,000
4 BD/3 BA
900-7000

123 Ocean Av
$2,300,000
Sun 2-4
1 BD/2 BA
Golden Gate Sotheby’s International Realty
678-1108

456 Gabilan St #6
Sat/Sun 1-4
Sereno Group
500 Valley View Dr
Sat/Sun 1-5
DeLeon Realty

$1,698,888
2 BD/2 BA
947-2955

$3,450,000
4 BD/3 BA
465-5958

941 Highlands Cir
Sat/Sun 1-4
Sereno Group

$2,798,000
4 BD/3 BA
388-0029

1230 Patlen Dr
Sat 1:30-4:30
DeLeon Realty

$3,498,000
4 BD/2.5 BA
900-7000

1710 Miller Av
Sun 1:30-4:30
DeLeon Realty

$8,588,000
5 BD/6.5 BA
408-391-7582
$3,988,000
5 BD/5.5 BA
900-7000

533 San Luis Av
$2,480,000
Sat/Sun 1:30-4:30
5 BD/3 BA
Golden Gate Sotheby’s International Realty
861-2488

LOS ALTOS HILLS
14554 Debell Rd
Sun 1-4
Sereno Group

$3,886,000
3 BD/2 BA
408-828-1579

26600 Elena Rd
Sun 1:30-4:30
DeLeon Realty

$4,488,000
4 BD/3.5 BA
900-7000

10776 Mora Dr
Sun 2-4
Sereno Group

$3,950,000
4 BD/2 BA
947-2992

27440 Sherlock Ct
$3,395,000
Sat/Sun 2-4
4 BD/3 BA
Golden Gate Sotheby’s International Realty
388-0730
27500 La Vida Real
By Appointment
DeLeon Realty

$49,990,000
5 BD/7+5 H BA
900-7000

12501 Zappettini Ct
$8,888,000
Sun 2-4
5 BD/7.5 BA
Golden Gate Sotheby’s International Realty
388-0730

LOS GATOS

115 Wood Rd
Sat 1-4/Sun 1:30-4:30
Coldwell Banker

MENLO PARK
441 6th Av
Sun 2-4
Sereno Group

580 WASHINGTON AVE.
PALO ALTO
OPEN SUN
1:30-4:30PM
3 bed, 2.5 bath
Offered at $4,199,000

$3,988,000
3 BD/3+2 H BA
900-7000

308 Blue Oak Ln
Sat/Sun 1:30-4:30
Compass

154 Bridgton Ct
Sat/Sun 1-4
Sereno Group

HOME OF THE WEEK

$898,000
2 BD/1 BA
271-2845

HALF MOON BAY

LOS ALTOS

FEATURED

$4,498,000
7 BD/4.5 BA
208-2388

$949,000
2 BD/1 BA
796-9580

1917 Euclid Av
Sat/Sun 1-4
Sereno Group

$2,288,000
2 BD/1 BA
408-666-0655

1061 Lucky Av
Sat/Sun 1-4:30
Keller Williams

$1,798,000
2 BD/1 BA
796-4732

650.387.5224
1155 Merrill St #104 (C)
Sat/Sun 1-4
Intero

$1,195,000
2 BD/2 BA
464-3284

2140 Santa Cruz Av #B108 (C)
Sat/Sun 2-4
Coldwell Banker

$1,100,000
2 BD/2 BA
302-2449

2140 Santa Cruz Av #E107 (C)
Sat/Sun 2-4
Coldwell Banker

$988,000
2 BD/2 BA
302-2449

2355 Sharon Rd (C)
Sat 1-4
Intero

$1,395,000
2 BD/2 BA
387-0006

2161 Avy Av
Sun 1:30-4:30
Compass

$2,698,000
3 BD/2.5 BA
888-9315

441 Gilbert Av
Sat/Sun 2-4
Coldwell Banker

$1,688,000
3 BD/2 BA
855-9700

1175 Hermosa Way
Sun 1-4
Compass

$4,188,000
3 BD/2.5 BA
207-0781

933 Hermosa Way
Sun 2-4
Coldwell Banker

$4,250,000
3 BD/3 BA
855-9700

1251 Manzanita Av
$2,495,000
Sun 2-4
3 BD/2 BA
Golden Gate Sotheby’s International Realty
703-8644
85 Princeton Rd
Sun 1:30-4:30
Compass

$3,598,000
3 BD/2 BA
465-7459

2148 Sand Hill Rd
Sat 1-4
Sereno Group

$1,750,000
3 BD/2.5 BA
446-5888

600 Willow Rd #24
Sun 2-4
Sereno Group

$1,698,000
3 BD/2.5 BA
796-9580

1100 Sharon Park Dr #6 (C)
Sat 2-4
Compass

$1,580,000
3 BD/2 BA
400-8424

1033 Almanor Av
Sat/Sun 1:30-4:30
Sereno Group

$1,995,000
4 BD/2.5 BA
796-9580

565 Baron St
Sat/Sun 1-4:30
Keller Williams

$2,750,000
4 BD/2.5 BA
804-6673

1080 Klamath Dr
Sat/Sun 1-4
Keller Williams

$4,298,000
4 BD/4.5 BA
703-6948

1745 Croner Av
Sat 2-4
Compass

$5,285,000
5 BD/4.5 BA
400-8424

3 Helen Pl
Sun 2-4
Compass

$4,950,000
5 BD/3.5 BA
400-8424
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1165 Klamath Dr
Sat/Sun 1-5
Compass
2312 Lome Prieta Ln
Sun 1:30-4:30
Coldwell Banker
4 Palm Ct
Sat 2-4
Coldwell Banker
765 Cotton St
Sun 1:30-4:30
DeLeon Realty
1131 Hobart St
Sun 1:30-4:30
Compass

MOUNTAIN VIEW
108 Bryant St #9 (C)
Sat/Sun 1:30-5
Compass
2091 Sun Mor Av
Sat/Sun 1-4
Sereno Group
910 San Marcos Cir
Sun 1:30-4
Coldwell Banker

$6,989,000
5 BD/4.5 BA
255-6987
$6,488,000
5 BD/5.5 BA
804-1099
$14,000/month
5 BD/4 BA
324-4456
$6,788,000
6 BD/4.5 BA
900-7000
$5,998,000
6 BD/6.5 BA
799-3130

$988,000
2 BD/2 BA
408-246-8888
$1,998,888
3 BD/2 BA
947-2955
$1,899,000
4 BD/2 BA
572-1595

PALO ALTO

555 Byron St #309 (C)
$2,395,000
Sun 1:30-4:30
2 BD/3 BA
Compass
823-8212
165 Forest Av 2A (C)
$1,699,000
Sat/Sun 1:30-4:30
2 BD/2 BA
Compass
814-0374
555 Byron St #303
$2,550,000
Sun 1:30-4:30
3 BD/3 BA
Golden Gate Sotheby’s International Realty
208-8824
2102 Old Page Mill Rd
$3,295,000
Sat/Sun 1:30-4:30
3 BD/3 BA
Coldwell Banker
324-4456
496 W Charleston Rd #102 (C) $1,349,000
Sat/Sun 1-4
3 BD/2 BA
Golden Gate Sotheby’s International Realty
408-314-2830
886 Chimalus Dr
$3,798,000
Sat/Sun 1:30-4:30
4 BD/4 BA
Compass
208-5196
359 Embarcadero Rd
$5,250,000
Sat/Sun 2-4
4 BD/3 BA
Compass
823-8212
3435 Louis Rd
$2,685,000
Sat 2-4
4 BD/2 BA
Compass
400-8424
638 Middlefield Rd
$3,195,000
Sat/Sun 1:30-4:30
4 BD/4 BA
Coldwell Banker
324-4456
158 Rinconada Av
$4,558,000
Sun 2-4
4 BD/3.5 BA
Coldwell Banker
465-4663
369 Churchill Av
$39,988,000
By Appointment
5 BD/7+3 H BA
DeLeon Realty
900-7000
1246 Pitman Av
$6,198,000
Sun 1:30-4:30
5 BD/4.5 BA
Sereno Group
269-7266
1025 Harker Av
$4,295,000
Sun 1-4
7 BD/4 BA
Compass
336-8530
1436 Harker Av
$5,995,000
Sat/Sun 1:30-4:30
7 BD/5.5 BA
Intero
400-4208

PORTOLA VALLEY
180 Cherokee Way
Sun 2-4:30
Coldwell Banker
210 Escobar Rd
Sat/Sun 1:30-4:30
Coldwell Banker
229 Grove Dr
Sun 2-4
Coldwell Banker

$3,790,000
3 BD/5 BA
851-2666
$3,195,000
3 BD/3 BA
324-4456
$4,500,000
4 BD/2 BA
851-1961

1236 Los Trancos Rd
$4,495,000
Sun 2-4
5 BD/3.5 BA
Golden Gate Sotheby’s International Realty
450-0450

REDWOOD CITY
1129 17th Av
Sat 1:30-4:30/Sun 12-5
Coldwell Banker

$1,250,000
2 BD/1 BA
799-4365

614 Lancaster Way
Sat/Sun 1:30-4:30
Coldwell Banker

$1,398,000
2 BD/1 BA
851-1961

610 Lakeview Way
Sun 2-4
Compass

$1,849,000
3 BD/2.5 BA
415-300-7122

159 Nimitz Av
Sat 1:30-4:30
DeLeon Realty

$1,728,000
3 BD/2 BA
900-7000

105 Scenic Dr
Sat 1:30-4:30
DeLeon Realty

$2,988,000
4 BD/4 BA
900-7000

1300 Stockbridge Av
Sat 1:30-4:30
Coldwell Banker

$3,095,000
5 BD/5.5 BA
851-1961

SAN CARLOS
208 Garnet Av
Sat/Sun 1:30-4:30
Compass

$1,698,000
3 BD/2 BA
543-1186

9 Vine St
Sat/Sun 1:30-4:30
Compass

$1,798,000
3 BD/2 BA
208-5196

SAN JOSE
1580 Park Av
Sat/Sun 1-4
Coldwell Banker
1474 Freni Ct
Sun 1-4
Compass

$955,000
2 BD/2 BA
520-5122
$558,000
3 BD/1.5 BA
269-6700

20425 Hunters Hill Rd
$1,900,000
Sat 1:30-4:30/Sun 2-4
4 BD/4 BA
Golden Gate Sotheby’s International Realty
408-387-3227
4331 Bayne Pl
$1,800,000
Sat/Sun 1:30-4:30
5 BD/3 BA
Golden Gate Sotheby’s International Realty
861-2488

SARATOGA
12343 Jullie Ln (T)
Sat/Sun 1:30-4:30
Compass

$1,525,000
3 BD/2.5 BA
269-6809

18645 Allendale Av
$2,999,999
Sat 2-4
4 BD/6 BA
Golden Gate Sotheby’s International Realty
408-205-9625

STANFORD
757 Mayfield Av
Sat/Sun 1-5
DeLeon Realty

$2,188,000
4 BD/2 BA
900-7000

SUNNYVALE
590 San Posadas Ter (T)
Sat/Sun 1-4:30
Keller Williams

$1,248,000
2 BD/2.5 BA
269-7538

WOODSIDE
1942 Kings Mountain Rd
Sun 1:30-4:30
Coldwell Banker
370 Mountain Home Ct
By Appointment
DeLeon Realty

$2,595,000
3 BD/2.5 BA
851-2666
$17,988,000
3+1 BD/5.5 BA
900-7000

6 Quail Ct
Sun 1-4
Intero

$2,998,000
4 BD/3 BA
353-4424

103 Toyon CT
Sun 1:30-4:30
Compass

$3,875,000
4 BD/4 BA
400-3426

Sports
Shorts

READY TO TOUR … Portola Valley
resident Maverick McNealy has
always wanted to test his game
against the best players in the world.
Now, he will have the opportunity.
On Sunday, the former Stanford
All-America was presented with his
2019-20 PGA Tour card after placing
No. 23 on the Korn Ferry Tour. The
top-25 on the points list secured
promotions. “It’s funny,” McNealy
said. “Growing up, the PGA Tour
wasn’t really on my radar.”

ON THE AIR
Sunday
Men’s golf: U.S. Amateur Championships at Pinehurst, 12:30 p.m.,
KNTV
AVP beach volleyball: Manhattan
Beach Open, 8 p.m., NBCSN

Monday
FIVB beach volleyball: World
Championship at Hamburg (replay), 7
p.m., NBCSCA

READ MORE ONLINE

www.PASportsOnline.com
For expanded daily coverage of
college and prep sports, visit
www.PASportsOnline.com

Palo Alto senior receiver Jamir Shepard caught 19 touchdown passes a year ago. He’s getting a lot of attention from college recruiters.

HIGH SCHOOL FOOTBALL

Paly quarterback offers safety on offense
Shepard likely the main target at wide receiver
by Glenn Reeves
alo Alto coach Nelson Ignatius. I know they’re thinking
Gifford was asked if he about last year.’’
Paly plays its season opener
thought his current team
could be as good as last year’s Aug. 31 at St. Ignatius. Last year
team, which went 10-2 in Gif- the Vikings beat SI 21-14, to get
ford’s first season as head coach. their season off on a positive note
“Everything’s relative to com- and set in motion the success that
petition, to circumstances,’’ Gif- followed.
Jackson Chryst had a big senior
ford said. “We will try to be as
good as we can be. Do I think we year at quarterback and is now at
can be competitive in every game Oregon State. Kevin Cullen, an
we play? Absolutely. Do I think all-league safety a year ago, is takevery game will be a challenge? ing over at quarterback. You might
Absolutely. Right now all I’m fo- think the move would necessitate
cused on is competing against St. reducing his time on defense.

P

“Not if Kevin has anything to
say about it,’’ Gifford said.
Cullen dedicated himself to a
strength-building program in the
offseason and weighs in at 190
compared to 165 last year.
“You can see the difference,’’
Gifford said. “He’s bigger, stronger, faster.’’
Sophomore Danny Peters is the
backup.
Aiden Chang also needs to be
replaced at running back. He was
an every-down back a year ago
and responded with a 1,000-yard
season rushing. Creighton Morgenfeld, sophomore Josh Butler
and Will Moragne will share the

position this year.
Jamir Shepard returns at wide
receiver after a breakout junior
season in which he caught 19
touchdown passes. Colin Giffen
has stepped into the slot position
replacing Paul Thie. Junacio Henley will line up at the other wideout position with Lou Passarello
at tight end.
Right guard Alberto Ruiz (6-4,
315) and center Jackson Bundy (60, 260) are returning starters on
the offensive line. Patrick Crowley (6-1, 275) has earned the start
at one tackle. Gifford is excited
(continued on page 42)

HIGH SCHOOL FOOTBALL

Changes have the
Titans feeling good
Gunn goes into season with higher expectations
by Glenn Reeves
over for Solomone Paletua at
ason Miller goes into his quarterback.
“Aidan had a fantastic sumsecond year as Gunn footmer, he was impressive
ball coach feeling
throwing the ball in 7
good about the gradual
on 7s,’’ Miller said. “He
changes for the better
didn’t ask for it, didn’t
the program has made.
demand anything. He
There are 50 players
earned the team’s
in total between the
respect.’’
varsity and frosh-soph
So the Titans might
as opposed to 40 last
throw a little more than
year, and the players are
last year, when they only
gaining familiarity and
completed 20 passes all
growing more comfortKen Erlan
season.
able with the double“For us the quarterback is a
wing offensive system Miller has
different animal from traditional
installed.
Aidan Everett, a standout on quarterbacks,’’ Miller said. “But
the Gunn baseball team, is taking with Aidan, we’ll meet him

Tweeted by Jason Miller

TOP HONORS … Stanford senior
Andrea Lee earned the Mark H.
McCormack Medal as the leading
women’s player in the World
Amateur Golf Ranking. As a result,
Lee will be awarded exemptions into
the 2020 U.S. Women’s Open and
AIG Women’s British Open if she
remains an amateur, as well as an
invitation to join the 2020 USA Curtis
Cup Team.

Karen Ambrose Hickey

CRYSTAL BALL … The Stanford
women’s soccer team was voted
the Pac-12 Conference favorite by
conference coaches. Stanford,
which ranks No.3 in the United
Soccer Coaches preseason poll, is
the four-time defending conference
champion and appeared in the
Women’s College Cup the past two
years. The Cardinal has won eight
Pac-12 titles in the last 10 years and
13 all-time. Eight-time Pac-12 Coach
of the Year Paul Radcliffe returns
two-time espnW Player of the Year
and MAC Hermann Trophy winner
Catarina Macario and four other
All-Pac-12 honorees in Kiki Pickett,
Sophia Smith, Naomi Girma and
Madison Haley. Macario and Smith
are both on the MAC Hermann
Trophy watch list. … The twotime defending Pac-12 champion
and defending national champion
Stanford women’s volleyball team
enters the season as the conference
favorite in a poll of Pac-12 coaches.
The Cardinal has won nine of the
last 13 conference championships.
Stanford returns six starters from last
season’s squad, which went 34-1
overall and won an unprecedented
eighth NCAA title. Among the
returners are reigning two-time AVCA
Player of the Year Kathryn Plummer,
and two-time AVCA First Team AllAmericans Jenna Gray and Morgan
Hentz. Senior Audriana Fitzmorris is
a two-time second team pick, while
junior Meghan McClure landed on
the honorable mention list in 2018.

J

Gunn’s football team seeks to continue improvement.
halfway.’’
Richard Jackson, who showed
promise last year as a sophomore fullback, rushing for 622
yards and 9.6 yards per carry, has
moved to wingback where he will
team with Philip Doan (452 yards,
9.2 per carry). Kylen Liu and
Cory Hallada will also see time
at wingback and receiver.
Miller is excited about the development of Eitan Smolyar (5-10,

205), who arrived at Gunn after
moving from Israel prior to last
season and is slated to start at
fullback.
“When he showed up last year
he didn’t know anything about
football,’’ Miller said. “Now I
think he has a chance to play DI.
He played defensive line last year
and just scrapped and competed
(continued on page 42)
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Marketplace
AmiCare
SERVICES INCORPORATED

Quality and affordable
services right at the
comfort of your home.

CALL FOR
A FREE NURSE
ASSESSMENT

(650) 526-8810

Housing Rental

Roomy 3 bdrm,
2.5 bath townhouse
duplex S. Palo Alto
on Middlefield near
Charleston. Cats or
small dog OK.
$4,700
650-391.8875

To place an ad call 650.223.6582 or email digitalads@paweekly.com.

Public Notices
995 Fictitious Name
Statement
LOVYGRAPHY
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
File No.: FBN657362
The following person (persons) is (are) doing
business as:
Lovygraphy, located at 200 Sheridan Ave.,
Apt. 104, Palo Alto, CA 94306, Santa Clara
County.
This business is owned by: An Individual.
The name and residence address of the
registrant(s) is(are):
ELENA KADYROVA
200 Sheridan Ave., Apt. 104
Palo Alto, CA 94306
Registrant began transacting business under
the fictitious business name(s) listed above
on 08/01/2019.
This statement was filed with the County
Clerk-Recorder of Santa Clara County on
August 1, 2019.
(PAW Aug. 9, 16, 23, 30, 2019)
BIRDCAGE CREATIVE
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
File No.: FBN657656
The following person (persons) is (are) doing
business as:
Birdcage Creative, located at 2320 Bowdoin
St., Palo Alto, CA 94306, Santa Clara County.
This business is owned by: A Limited Liability
Company.
The name and residence address of the
registrant(s) is(are):
BIRDCAGE PRESS LLC
2320 Bowdoin St.
Palo Alto, CA 94306
Registrant has not yet begun to transact
business under the fictitious business
name(s) listed above.
This statement was filed with the County
Clerk-Recorder of Santa Clara County on
August 9, 2019.
(PAW Aug. 16, 23, 30; Sep. 6, 2019)

997 All Other Legals
T.S. No. 081060-CA APN: 137-14-107
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE IMPORTANT
NOTICE TO PROPERTY OWNER: YOU ARE
IN DEFAULT UNDER A DEED OF TRUST,
DATED 3/4/2005. UNLESS YOU TAKE
ACTION TO PROTECT YOUR PROPERTY, IT
MAY BE SOLD AT A PUBLIC SALE. IF YOU
NEED AN EXPLANATION OF THE NATURE
OF THE PROCEEDING AGAINST YOU, YOU
SHOULD CONTACT A LAWYER On 9/18/2019
at 9:00 AM, CLEAR RECON CORP, as duly
appointed trustee under and pursuant
to Deed of Trust recorded 3/14/2005, as
Instrument No. 18272949, in Book , Page , ,
of Official Records in the office of the County
Recorder of Santa Clara County, State of
CALIFORNIA executed by: LI-MEI CHEN
AND CONANT LEE WILL SELL AT PUBLIC
AUCTION TO HIGHEST BIDDER FOR CASH,
CASHIER’S CHECK DRAWN ON A STATE OR
NATIONAL BANK, A CHECK DRAWN BY A
STATE OR FEDERAL CREDIT UNION, OR A
CHECK DRAWN BY A STATE OR FEDERAL
SAVINGS AND LOAN ASSOCIATION, SAVINGS
ASSOCIATION, OR SAVINGS BANK SPECIFIED
IN SECTION 5102 OF THE FINANCIAL CODE
AND AUTHORIZED TO DO BUSINESS IN
THIS STATE: AT THE GATED NORTH MARKET
STREET ENTRANCE, SANTA CLARA COUNTY
SUPERIOR COURTHOUSE, 191 N. 1st Street,
San Jose, CA 95113 all right, title and
interest conveyed to and now held by it
under said Deed of Trust in the property
situated in said County and State described
as: MORE ACCURATELY DESCRIBED IN

SAID DEED OF TRUST. The street address
and other common designation, if any,
of the real property described above is
purported to be: 813 LA JENNIFER WAY PALO
ALTO, CA 94306 The undersigned Trustee
disclaims any liability for any incorrectness
of the street address and other common
designation, if any, shown herein. Said
sale will be held, but without covenant or
warranty, express or implied, regarding title,
possession, condition, or encumbrances,
including fees, charges and expenses of
the Trustee and of the trusts created by
said Deed of Trust, to pay the remaining
principal sums of the note(s) secured by
said Deed of Trust. The total amount of the
unpaid balance of the obligation secured
by the property to be sold and reasonable
estimated costs, expenses and advances
at the time of the initial publication of the
Notice of Sale is: $158,092.26 If the Trustee
is unable to convey title for any reason,
the successful bidder’s sole and exclusive
remedy shall be the return of monies paid to
the Trustee, and the successful bidder shall
have no further recourse. The beneficiary
under said Deed of Trust heretofore
executed and delivered to the undersigned a
written Declaration of Default and Demand
for Sale, and a written Notice of Default
and Election to Sell. The undersigned or its
predecessor caused said Notice of Default
and Election to Sell to be recorded in the
county where the real property is located.
NOTICE TO POTENTIAL BIDDERS: If you are
considering bidding on this property lien,
you should understand that there are risks
involved in bidding at a trustee auction. You
will be bidding on a lien, not on the property
itself. Placing the highest bid at a trustee
auction does not automatically entitle you
to free and clear ownership of the property.
You should also be aware that the lien being
auctioned off may be a junior lien. If you are
the highest bidder at the auction, you are
or may be responsible for paying off all liens
senior to the lien being auctioned off, before
you can receive clear title to the property.
You are encouraged to investigate the
existence, priority, and size of outstanding
liens that may exist on this property by
contacting the county recorder’s office or a
title insurance company, either of which may
charge you a fee for this information. If you
consult either of these resources, you should
be aware that the same lender may hold
more than one mortgage or deed of trust on
the property. NOTICE TO PROPERTY OWNER:
The sale date shown on this notice of sale
may be postponed one or more times by the
mortgagee, beneficiary, trustee, or a court,
pursuant to Section 2924g of the California
Civil Code. The law requires that information
about trustee sale postponements be made
available to you and to the public, as a
courtesy to those not present at the sale.
If you wish to learn whether your sale date
has been postponed, and, if applicable, the
rescheduled time and date for the sale of
this property, you may call (800) 280-2832 or
visit this Internet Web site WWW.AUCTION.
COM, using the file number assigned to
this case 081060-CA. Information about
postponements that are very short in
duration or that occur close in time to the
scheduled sale may not immediately be
reflected in the telephone information or on
the Internet Web site. The best way to verify
postponement information is to attend the
scheduled sale. FOR SALES INFORMATION:
(800) 280-2832 CLEAR RECON CORP 4375
Jutland Drive San Diego, California 92117
(PAW 8/16/2019, 8/23/2019, 8/30/2019)

Call 650-223-6578 or email asantillan@paweekly.com for legal advertising.
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Sports
PAN AMERICAN GAMES

USA men clinch spot
in Olympics water polo
American women capture fifth straight gold medal
by Rick Eymer

S

tanford sophomore Ben edged Puerto Rico 8-7 in the fifthHallock, Cardinal grad place game.
Alex Bowen and Cal’s
Johnny Hooper each scored five
Women’s water polo
goals to help the United States
Canada did a good job of reachmen’s national water polo team ing the championship match of the
clinch a spot in the 2020 Tokyo women’s water polo tournament
Olympics, beating Canat the Pan American
ada 18-6 in the chamGames in Lima, Peru.
pionship match of the
There was just no way
Pan American Games
to stop the U.S., which
in Lima, Peru.
has won the past two
Alex Wolf recorded
Olympic gold medals
13 saves for the Amerialong with nearly every
cans (17-4, 6-0), who
other major internationwill compete in their
al competition.
10th consecutive OlymStanford
senior
pics next summer. The
Ben Hallock
Makenzie
Fischer
scored six times to help
U.S. hopes to medal for
the first time since earning silver the Americans swamp the Canadians 24-4 as the U.S. won it’s
at the 2008 Beijing Olympics.
Hallock scored just over a min- fifth consecutive Pan Am gold
ute into the contest and Bowen medal.
The Americans (28-0, 6-0)
added a goal 40 seconds later.
The U.S. never trailed, breaking played their last scheduled contest
it open with a big second quarter of the year, though that will likely
that gave USA a 10-2 halftime change as the U.S. enters its final
year in preparation for the 2020
advantage.
Hallock, with an assist from Tokyo Olympics.
Fischer has scored 11 goals over
Bowen, scored 24 seconds into
the second quarter to spark the her past two games. She’s always
rally. Bowen recorded four assists had the capability of producing
overall as the U.S. won its eighth big numbers, showing that with
the Cardinal during their NCAA
straight.
The Americans were wildly championship season. With USA,
successful with a man advantage, though, Fischer’s role had been
converting 12 of 19. They were 18 as one of the top defenders in the
of 35 overall. Canada converted 4 world. She’s showing she can be
one of the more versatile players
of 7 of its power plays.
Brazil topped Argentina 9-6 in the nation, even taking a turn
to earn the bronze medal. Cuba as goalie for a quarter.Q

Employment
FULL-TIME LIVE-IN
PRIVATE CAREGIVER
Terrific References. Salary
negotiable. Masters in
Counseling and Guidance.
Lovingly bringing out
the highest potential
in each of my clients.
Contact Merodie Anderson
at 408-841-6400 or
merodiea@hotmail.com

Deliver this
newspaper
Deliver the Palo Alto
Weekly to street racks
and businesses every
Friday morning. Must
have vehicle, insurance
and clean driving record.
Knowledge of local streets
and friendly attitude a
plus. Contact pbeller@
paweekly.com.

BUSINESS
HP Inc. is accepting resumes for the position of Business
Planner in Palo Alto, CA (Ref. #HPIPALAUGR1). Develop
date-driven analyses to inform decisions and to drive
impact. Validate hypotheses through analytical rigor. Mail
resume to HP Inc., c/o Yesenia Tejada, 3390 E Harmony
Road, Fort Collins, CO 80528. Resume must include Ref.
#, full name, email address & mailing address. No phone
calls. Must be legally authorized to work in U.S. without
sponsorship. EOE.
To place an ad call 650.223.6582 or email digitalads@paweekly.com.

Gunn football
(continued from page 41)

real hard. He
did a lot of
work in the
offseason and
now he’s the
fastest player
on the team
and the strongest, pound
for pound.
Sa’a Faasisila
He was in my
class, a real smart kid with high
level critical thinking.’’
Ken Erlan (6-3, 240), who received some recruiting attention
over the summer, will be a leader
on the line along with Sa’a Faasisila (5-9, 238) and Sione Fisiiahi (6-3, 303). Jack Dellenbach
returns at tight end and stood out
on defense at cornerback over the
summer.
“If I had an MVP over the
summer it would’ve been Jack,’’
Miller said.
Smolyar and Leo Ye (6-3, 230)
are returning starters on the Dline. Evan Cole will play nose
guard. Paul Lipp at cornerback
and Liu at safety will join Dellenbach in the secondary. Q

GUNN FOOTBALL
SCHEDULE
Date
Opponent
Time
Aug. 30 vs. Prospect
7 p.m.
Sept. 6 vs. James Lick
7 p.m.
Sept. 13 vs. Yerba Buena
7 p.m.
Sept. 20 vs. Marina at MPC
5 p.m.
Sept. 27 vs. Monta Vista*
7 p.m.
Oct. 11 at Saratoga*
7 p.m.
Oct. 18 vs. Los Altos*
7 p.m.
Oct. 25 at Lynbrook*
7 p.m.
Nov. 1 vs. Cupertino*
7 p.m.
Nov. 8 at Homestead*
7 p.m.
*SCVAL El Camino Division games

Paly football
(continued from page 41)

about the development of Jurgen
Dittrich (6-3, 210), a tight end last
year who has put on 30 pounds,
runs a 4.8 40, and has been slotted
into the lineup at tackle on offense
and outside linebacker on defense.
Bryon Escarsega-Calderon returns to anchor the defensive line.
Lou Passarello, Cullen, Moragne,
Shepard, Morgenfeld, Henley,
Giffen and Butler will all see
time on defense as well as offense,
along with Joey Passarello, Alex
Wang and Arthur Martinez. Q

PALO ALTO
FOOTBALL SCHEDULE
Date
Opponent
Time
Aug. 31 at SI
1 p.m.
Sept. 6 vs. Overfelt
7 p.m.
Sept. 13 at Pioneer
7 p.m.
Sept. 20 vs. Carlmont
7 p.m.
Sept. 27 vs. Wilcox*
7 p.m.
Oct. 4 at Santa Clara
7:15 p.m.
Oct. 11 vs. Fremont*
7 p.m.
Oct. 25 at Los Gatos*
7 p.m.
Nov. 1 vs. Mountain View*
7 p.m.
Nov. 8 at Milpitas*
7 p.m.
*SCVAL De Anza Division games

Across
1 Georgia, once
4 Spotify release, maybe
9 Powerful influence
14 Whitman of “Good Girls”
15 Way more than one, in prefixes
16 Calf roper’s rope
17 Tahiti, par exemple
18 Arctic, e.g.
19 Out-and-out
20 Wrapped-up A-shaped beam in the
garage?
23 1976 Wimbledon winner
24 Day-to-day grind
28 Tramp’s companion
29 OshKosh ___ (clothing brand)
32 Nerve cell impulse transmitter
33 Bucking animal, informally
34 Bothered
35 Your average places to create wooden
boards?
40 City in 7-Down
41 Video chat problem
42 Suffix for gazillion
43 It’s fed at a curb
44 “The Nanny” portrayer Drescher
48 Enters, as a bar code
50 Solitary
51 High-achieving $10 bills?
55 Seiji with 2019’s “The Tokyo Gala Concert
(Live)”
58 Not after
59 Kit ___ (candy bar)
60 All over the interwebs
61 Housing contract
62 Previously, on Shakespeare’s stage
63 Slack-jawed
64 Poly follower
65 Lincoln’s son

“Cutting Through” — it takes the right tool. by Matt Jones

This week’s SUDOKU

Answers on page 28.

Answers on page 28.

Down
1 Robert who created Triumph the Insult
Comic Dog
2 It may be on the tip of your tongue
3 Shortened, as a sail
4 “It’s ___ Unusual Day”
5 Enforcer Brasi of “The Godfather”
6 Spent frivolously
7 Bryce Canyon locale
8 A to A without any sharps or flats, e.g.
9 Pizza option
10 Reading group?
11 Porridge tidbit
12 Off-roading truck, briefly
13 “___ Baby” (1981 Toni Morrison novel)
21 Endeavor

22 “Go team!”
25 Jump in an ice rink
26 Frosty the Snowman’s eyes
27 Head experts?
29 Maidenform purchase
30 “Do unto others ...” principle
31 Beginning
33 ___-country (genre including Florida
Georgia Line)
34 Comedian Schumer
35 Univ. application figures
36 Trump son played by Alex Moffat on “SNL”
37 Writer/director Ephron
38 Fair tradeoff
39 Part of WWI
43 “Paper Planes” rapper

www.sudoku.name

44 Target of some shots
45 Harden or Westbrook, e.g.
46 Turkish capital
47 Placed one within another
49 Like old donuts
50 Better trained
52 “Yoshi’s Island” platform
53 Elephantlike machine seen in “The Empire
Strikes Back”
54 Sagacious
55 Anatomical eggs
56 Change direction
57 Parseghian of Notre Dame fame
© 2019 Matt Jones

Craving a new voice
in Peninsula dining?

BY E L E N A K A DVA N Y

Every other week, top local food reporter
Elena Kadvany provides insight into
the latest openings and closings, what
she's eating that she's excited about,
interviews with chefs and the trends
affecting local restaurants.

Sign up for food reporting you won't ﬁnd anywhere else at paloaltoonline.com/express
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MS

MATT
SKRABO

R E S I D E N T I A L R E A L E S TAT E

565 Barron St, Menlo Park
OPEN HOUSE

|

SATURDAY & SUNDAY

|

1:00 P M – 4:30 P M

JUST LISTED

4 bed, 2.5 bath
2,340

SQ . FT .

3,865

Living Space

SQ . FT .

Lot

Offered at: $2,750,000
www.565BarronSt.com

MATT
SKRABO

3 RD GENERATION REALTOR ®

(650) 804-6673
matt@mattskrabo.com

01910597
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