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Easy access to
the care you need
when you need it
For treatment of colds, flu, minor injuries, and other common conditions,
rely on Stanford Express Care and the Stanford Walk-In Clinic.
With extended hours and multiple locations, they give you easy
access to precisely the right care at the right time in the right place.
Stanford Express Care
Palo Alto

Stanford Express Care
San Jose

Stanford
Walk-In Clinic

Same-day appointments

Same-day appointments

No appointment needed

211 Quarry Road, Suite 102
Palo Alto, CA 94304

52 Skytop Street, Suite 10
San Jose, CA 95134

211 Quarry Road, Suite 402
Palo Alto, CA 94304

call: 650.736.5211

call: 669.294.8888

call: 650.497.3940

visit: 7 days/week
9:00am–9:00pm

visit: 7 days/week
9:00am–9:00pm

visit: Monday–Friday
3:30pm–11:00pm

Pediatric patients
6 months and older
welcome in all clinics

stanfordhealthcare.org/carechooser
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THINKING OF TAKING
ADVANTAGE OF OUR
SPRING MARKET?
If so, it’s not too soon to start the process
of preparing your home for sale.
Our expertise ranges from minor
touch-up to a complete makeover, with
concierge service that includes:







Repairs and Upgrades
Landscape and Design
Interior Design
Staging
Professional Photography & Video
Full Page Newspaper & Magazine Ads

 Robust Online Marketing
Whether your home is market ready or
in need of some TLC, we offer strategic
options designed to generate the
highest possible sales price for your
home.
Derk is a born and raised Palo Altan,
and the top producing agent in Alain
Pinel Realtors Palo Alto office. Call
today to schedule a consultation, and
leverage the “Home Team” advantage
offered by a true local who knows your
neighborhood inside and out.

Local Knowledge,
Local Resources,
Global Reach.

DERK BRILL

Wall Street Journal “Top Residential Realtors” in America

M: 650.814.0478
dbrill@apr.com
www.DerkBrill.com
License# 01256035

www.PaloAltoOnline.com • Palo Alto Weekly • March 29, 2019 • Page 3

Training the next generation of
research scientists. To take on
the world’s challenges.
For 128 years, Stanford has pursued world-class medical, environmental, and social sciences research
that benefits the world and our local community. We're building and updating facilities at the heart
of our research enterprise. Buildings like the Lorry I. Lokey Stem Cell Research Building, a facility that
enables Stanford to keep pace with the accelerating demands of medical innovation. Stanford will
work closely with Santa Clara County to plan for a future that allows the university to stay on the
cutting edge of research through thoughtful, responsible, and gradual development.

L E A R N M O R E A T G U P. S T A N F O R D . E D U
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Upfront

Local news, information and analysis

Closing Churchill to cars could create jams elsewhere
New traffic study shows new rail configuration
would divert hundreds of cars to other streets
by Gennady Sheyner

A

s Palo Alto moves closer
to picking a new design
for its four rail crossings,
residents are warning that one of
the more promising solutions —
the closure of Churchill Avenue
to cars — may create traffic jams
in nearby neighborhoods.

The concerns are particularly
acute in Professorville, where
many fear that the city’s plan to
close Churchill will bring more
cars to Embarcadero Road and, to
some extent, their neighborhood
streets.
Some of these anxieties were

evident in the dozens of emails
submitted to the City Council in
recent weeks on the subject of
“grade separation,” the reconfiguration of rail crossings so that
tracks and roads will not intersect.
They were also reflected in some
of the questions that residents
asked at a Wednesday night community meeting, which was primarily focused on two alternatives:
the closure of Churchill and the
construction of a citywide tunnel.

About 100 residents attended
the meeting at Mitchell Park
Community Center to hear about
these two options and learn about
a recent traffic analysis that the
city’s consultant, Pleasantonbased TJKM, conducted around
Churchill. Ruta Jariwala, principal at TJKM, said the study surveyed traffic at 24 intersections.
It indicated that the closure of
Churchill would divert about 706
cars during the morning peak

hour (between 8 and 9 a.m.) and
776 cars during the afternoon
peak hour (5:15 to 6:15 p.m.) to
other streets.
The firm also identified eight
intersections where traffic
flows would be diminished by
Churchill’s closure: Alma Street
and Lincoln Avenue; Alma and
Embarcadero; Alma and Kingsley Avenue; El Camino Real and
(continued on page 8)

EDUCATION

Ravenswood
enrollment
decline worse
than predicted
Consultant says district
could have fewer than
1,800 students by 2023

Jonsen, who took over as the
city’s top cop in 2018, convened
the group to help build community participation and identify issues of importance on a granular
level. The advisory group, which
met for the first time in November, was supposed to be limited to
16 members. But residents’ eagerness caused Jonsen to double the
group’ size to 32 — including all
who applied, he said.
Residents and business people
are now alerting the department
to unresolved problems and

by Elena Kadvany
n enrollment consultant
is projecting that the Ravenswood City School
District will lose 27 percent of
its 2,400 students over the next
five years, a decline that is far
sharper than the district itself
has predicted.
The K-8 East Palo Alto district
already has the region’s “most
severe” enrollment decline, according to the San Mateo-based
Enrollment Projection Consultants, and is facing challenging
years ahead. While skyrocketing
housing costs and falling birth
rates are the main culprits of
enrollment decreases in school
districts throughout Silicon Valley, the opening of a new charter
school, Kipp Valiant Community Prep, and the private Primary School in East Palo Alto
compounded those losses for
Ravenswood.
The picture that Enrollment
Projection Consultants paints
is “bleak,” Partner Tom Williams wrote in a report that the
school board was set to discuss
on Thursday evening (March 28),
after the Weekly’s press deadline.
He estimates Ravenswood
will lose 583 students by 2021.
In sharp contrast, the district
had estimated in January that it
would lose 136 students over the
next three years.
While virtually all districts in
the region are losing students, Ravenswood’s 27 percent enrollment

(continued on page 7)

(continued on page 7)
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Veronica Weber

Carport fire prompts poodle rescue
An open carport in Palo Alto’s Downtown North neighborhood caught on fire Wednesday afternoon, requiring the evacuation of
residents and neighbors and the rescue of a poodle, according to police and fire officials. Police Officer Robert Longwell rescued
Cody, a 10-year-old poodle that was found curled up on a bed in the property’s rear unit. Firefighters were able to put out the blaze
before it burned other structures, but a silver Mercedes-Benz sedan in the carport was damaged beyond repair. No one was injured.
Go to PaloAltoOnline.com to read the full story and see other photos.

NEIGHBORHOODS

Chief’s new advisory group
targets neighborhood concerns
Traffic, parking and police use of video
footage tops initial discussions
by Sue Dremann

B

arron Park resident Ann
Pianetta, like many other
Palo Altans, has issues in
her neighborhood with parking.
When she joined the new police

Chief’s Advisory Group, she
found it gave her unprecedented
access to get results she hadn’t
thought possible.
“I thought, ‘How great to know

the chief?’ I liked the idea of
people in the neighborhoods getting to connect with him directly
if there’s a problem,” she said of
Chief Robert Jonsen.
When parked cars near street
intersections began blocking
drivers’ views, Pianetta wrote an
email to Jonsen about the issue
and they met. Within a week, she
saw an officer looking over the
situation.
“I feel much more connected
to Palo Alto this way. Before, I
never felt they ever cared before,”
said Pianetta, a retired medical
hypnotherapist.
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Learn the Guitar this Spring
Carol McComb’s “Starting to Play” workshop
hop includes
the FREE use of a Loaner Guitar for the duration
ration
or eight
of the classes. * Regular cost is just $180 for
ncluded..
weeks of group lessons, and all music is included.
* “Starting to Play” meets for one hour each Monday
day night
nig
for eight weeks beginning April 1st.
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Matched CareGivers

Matched CareGivers is nurse owned and operated
and has provided the best in home care and case
management on the peninsula for over 25 years.
Our trained caregivers provide personal care,
bathing, dressing, companionship, exercise mobility
assistance, and much more.

When someone you care about needs assistance...

you can count on us to be there. Call (650) 839-2273
Menlo Park • San Mateo • San Jose

QUOTE OF THE WEEK

Lic# 41470002

MatchedCareGivers.com
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We’ve been carpet-bombed with
bills from Sacramento!
—Dennis Richards, a San Francisco planning
commissioner, on proposed state bills that could
override local housing laws. See story on page 15.

Around Town

WHEELING AND DEALING ...
A proposal to tear down the
building that once housed Ming’s
Restaurant and to construct a
two-story automobile dealership
along the Baylands edged closer
to reality this week, when the
city’s Planning and Transportation
Commission narrowly approved
a zone change that would
make the project possible. The
proposal by Holman Automotive
Group also entails the demolition
of an existing Audi service
building to construct the new
dealership, which will be shared
by Mercedes-Benz and Audi and
which will include a detached
car wash. The commission voted
4-3 to support the proposal,
despite arguments from some
members that the 48-foot-tall
building will be incompatible
with the Baylands. “The scale of
this building is astonishing,” said
Commissioner Doria Summa,
one of the dissenters. She
recommended that the applicant
consider applying for a different
zoning designation: Research,
Office and Limited Manufacturing
(ROLM), which would have still
enabled the dealership but would
have imposed tighter height
standards. Commissioners Ed
Lauing and Carolyn Templeton
also voted against the proposal,
with Lauing saying he would
be uncomfortable making a
zone change to accommodate
a specific application and
Templeton suggesting that the
proposed dealership would be
“out of scale” with the surrounding
area. Commissioner Asher
Waldfogel agreed that the project
probably isn’t the best use of the
site. But he gave the proposal
his tepid support, noting that it is
generally consistent with existing
zoning and it will likely bring in
significant sales-tax revenue for
the city. Chair William Riggs,
Vice Chair Michael Alcheck
and Commissioner Giselle
Roohparvar joined Waldfogel in
voting to advance the proposal.
ICE CAPADES ... The 2019
ISU World Figure Skating
Championships proved to be
momentous for Palo Alto’s
Vincent Zhou, who collected
his first world medal, a bronze,
on March 23 at Saitama Super
Arena in Saitama City, Japan,
about 21.5 miles north of Tokyo.

The 18-year-old also made history
when he joined fellow American
male skater Nathan Chen on the
podium, marking the first time
that two U.S. men stood on the
world-championships podium
since 1996, according to Team
USA. The award is redemption for
Zhou, who finished 19th overall at
last year’s world championships
after taking third in the short
program. It seems like Zhou is on
a roll — he placed second behind
Chen at the U.S. Figure Skating
Championships in late January
and third at the Four Continents
Figure Skating Championships
a few weeks ago. He easily
earned nearly 20 points for his
quad Lutz-triple toe combo that
kicked off his free skate at the
world championships. “It felt
incredible,” Zhou told Team USA.
“Everything came together today.
To have the opportunity to do that
on such a big stage... I’m really
proud of myself for staying in my
own bubble.” He added: “To end
this experience like this is really
incredible.”

BUDDING JOURNALIST ... Palo
Alto High School senior Ashley
Hitchings, co-editor-in-chief of
the school’s Verde Magazine,
has been picked as California’s
Journalist of the Year by the
state Journalism Education
Association, the organization
announced earlier this month.
Along with the state title, Hitchings
will receive the $500 Arnetta
Garcin Memorial Scholarship and
a spot in the association’s national
contest that will announce its
winners in late April. Hitchings is
the fourth student from Paly to
earn the award. Hitchings has
built a substantive portfolio in less
than three years, sharing a byline
for a 2017 story that centered on
Kim Diorio’s resignation as school
principal and the federal Office for
Civil Rights’ investigation into the
school district’s Title IX violations.
The article won second place in
feature writing from the National
Federation of Press Women and
first place for a general feature
from association’s northern
California chapter. “As a reporter
and editor, Ashley has been a
vigorous pursuer of truth and
crafter of important stories,” Verde
adviser Paul Kandell wrote in an
award recommendation letter for
Hitchings. Q

Upfront

Police
(continued from page 5)

providing feedback on key issues
that will affect the department’s
policy, from parking and traffic to
the use of video cameras in patrol
cars and on officers’ uniforms.
The members range in age from
36 to 77 years old and include attorneys, health care professionals,
small-business owners, scientists,
technologists, a senior Olympian,
a human resources manager, a former Palo Alto Council of PTAs
president, a real estate agent, an
artist and retirees.
The group meets every two
months and has representatives
covering most neighborhoods
across Palo Alto.
With just three meetings under
their belts, participants said they
are impressed with the chief’s
responsiveness and each other’s
commitment. Each had a slightly
different reason for joining, but
there are many overlaps, the most
common being familiarity with
the department’s Citizens Police
Academy training.
Pianetta said she enrolled in
the citizens academy to learn
how Palo Alto police work to take
care of the city. Joining the chief’s
group was a logical next step.
Since officers can’t be everywhere, the group helps the chief
understand neighborhood needs,
she said.
Alan Bennett, a retired physicist and research and development
manager, is one of four advisers
from the Old Palo Alto district
and also an academy alum. During a meeting about traffic and
parking, he suggested adding a
stop sign at a dangerous location.
Last week, the group discussed
policy on patrol-car and bodyworn cameras. Some members
went through the policy carefully,
he said.
“On the whole, it is a wellthought-out policy,” he added.
Adobe Meadow resident Al
Dorsky, a retired chemist, said
joining the group meant he could
represent his neighborhood — and
tie in his education and planning
work with the city’s Emergency
Services Volunteer program.
“It’s a good thing to be connected to the police department,” he
said. “We’re getting inside information — that’s the main thing.”
John Guislin, a Crescent Park
resident, has long advocated
for a safer Middlefield Road,
spearheading an ultimately successful campaign to get the city
to take action. When the advisory group’s first topic included
looking at where the department
needs more traffic enforcement,
he was impressed. As traffic
has increased, reckless driving
has also increased, he said. The
group plans to send the chief a list
of troubled intersections for each
neighborhood.
The department also presented
a report to the group about the
nationwide opioid crisis and what
Palo Alto police are doing about
the problem locally, he said.
During his encounters with

Jonsen, the chief “came across as
very clear. He’s an excellent communicator,” Guislin said, adding
he was impressed with the chief’s
command and management of his
department.
“To date this group has been a
very positive example of how to
harness citizen engagement for
public benefit,” he said.
The chief is equally satisfied
with his group.
“I’m very impressed with the
engagement level of the community members and their willingness to help us enhance the way
we serve the public,” he said in an
email statement to the Weekly.
The department is reviewing
the group’s suggestions on traffic
enforcement and the Field-Based
Video Policy, which includes
cameras on patrol cars and the
body-worn cameras, to see if any
changes should be incorporated,
he said.
While advisory members have
expressed satisfaction with their
participation, the group has come
under criticism on one front:
The meetings are not open to the
public.
According to Jonsen, the group
is informal — not a political body
like a committee or a board. In
previous interviews, he said he
wanted to keep the group focused.
But, he said, if anyone wants to
give input or suggest a discussion
item, they are welcome to send
an email to pd@citypaloalto.org.
The department will ensure the
message is shared with the whole
group, including the chief. Q

Ravenswood
(continued from page 5)

decline is “far greater” than what
his organization is forecasting
for the other 23 districts it works
with in San Mateo and Santa
Clara counties. The decrease will
happen in elementary and middle
school grade levels and in every
elementary attendance area of the
district, according to Williams’
report.
In five years, Ravenswood will
be down to just 1,747 students,
Williams estimated — a sharp
contrast to the 3,547 students
enrolled in 2012. Even without
charter schools, Ravenswood’s
regular enrollment fell by 1,161,
or 33 percent, from 2012 to 2018
— including a loss of 307 students last year.
Ravenswood’s regular enrollment in the last year, not
counting those of the charters,
dropped by 11 percent, according to the report. Meanwhile,
Redwood City School District’s
enrollment declined by 3 percent, Menlo Park City School
District’s by 1 percent, Las Lomitas Elementary School District’s by 6 percent and Portola
Valley Elementary School District’s by 6 percent.
Ravenswood’s kindergarten
enrollment took a major hit in the
2017-18 school year, when Kipp
opened and The Primary School
added its first kindergarten
class. The combined effect was
that Ravenswood’s kindergarten

enrollment over the last two years
dropped from below 400 to 300
students and then to about 200
students. Kipp, which opened
with kindergarten, first and sixth
grades, also caused a much larger
net loss in the number of students
graduating from fifth to sixth
grade, the report states.
Most Kipp students live within the district and all Primary
School students do, so “the majority of both of those schools’
students probably otherwise
would have been enrolled in the
district’s regular schools,” Williams wrote. These trends are
expected to continue until Kipp
and The Primary School are fully enrolled.
The report also underscores
the region’s housing crisis. East
Palo Alto families are leaving
the area due to unaffordability
and “further decline will occur if a larger-than-projected
portion of the students, in net,
who are in temporary housing
or are living in vehicles need to
leave the district before 2023,”

Williams wrote.
There are some local housing
developments on the horizon
that could help stabilize Ravenswood’s enrollment, but the number of units or potential students
that could be generated by those
projects remains unclear.
Williams highlighted three
positive findings in his report.
Ravenswood saw small rebounds
this year in the number of students who live in what’s defined
as “relatively modest” singlefamily detached homes. The birth
counts in the San Mateo County
portion of the 94303 ZIP code
also went up rather than declined
in 2018. Lastly, a large number of
potential units in below-marketrate developments in the area
could help bring more students
to the district and also provide
stable housing for students who
live in temporary housing or are
sleeping in cars or RVs, Williams
wrote. Q
Staff Writer Elena Kadvany
can be emailed at ekadvany@
paweekly.com.

Voted Best On The Peninsula

Public Agenda
A preview of Palo Alto government meetings next week
CITY COUNCIL ... The council will meet in a closed session to discuss
the status of the city’s labor negotiations with the Utilities Management
and Professional Association of Palo Alto (UMPAPA), the Service
Employees International Union (SEIU), Local 521, the Police Officers’
Association of Palo Alto (PAPOA), the Palo Alto Police Managers’
Association (PMA), and International Association of Fire Fighters (IAFF),
Local 1319, and the Palo Alto Fire Chief’s Association (FCA). The council
will then consider approving a request to demolish an existing hotel at
3200 El Camino Real and construct a new 99-room hotel; and adopting
an ordinance to amend the zoning code’s provision on non-complying
downtown facilities. The closed session will begin at 5 p.m. on Monday,
April 1, at City Hall, 250 Hamilton Ave. The rest of the meeting will follow
in the Council Chambers at 6 p.m. or as soon as possible after the
closed session.

CLEARANCE SALE ON NOW!

Voted ³Best On The Peninsula´

COUNCIL FINANCE COMMITTEE ... The committee plans to make
recommendations on the 2019-2020 Community Development Block
Grant (CDBG) allocations; discuss preliminary rate changes for electric
and gas utilities; and discuss the Fiscal Year 2020 budget materials. The
meeting will begin at 5:30 p.m. on Tuesday, April 2, in the Community
Meeting Room at City Hall, 250 Hamilton Ave.
COUNCIL POLICY AND SERVICES COMMITTEE ... The committee
plans to consider the 2019-2020 Sustainability Work Plan. The meeting
will begin at 6 p.m. on Wednesday, April 3, in the Community Meeting
Room at City Hall, 250 Hamilton Ave.
ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW BOARD ... The board plans to discuss a
proposal to demolish the Ming’s Restaurant building and an existing
Audi service building and to construct a two-story automobile
dealership at 1700 and 1730 Embarcadero Road, The meeting will begin
at 8:30 a.m. on Thursday, April 4, in the Council Chambers at City Hall,
250 Hamilton Ave.

Want to get news briefs emailed to you every weekday?
Sign up for Express, our daily e-edition.
Go to PaloAltoOnline.com/express to sign up.

3592 Haven Ave, Redwood City

OPEN DAILY 10:30 - 5

Ph 650-366-0411

TomsOutdoorFurniture.Com
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Rail
(continued from page 5)

Embarcadero; Oregon Expressway and Middlefield Road; Alma
and Oregon; and Embarcadero
and Cowper Street.
It also proposed mitigations to
improve traffic at these intersections. These include a restricted
left-turn and a right-turn-only
lane on Alma and Lincoln; traffic signals at Alma and Kingsley;
and a new westbound left-turn
lane and a northbound right-turn
lane on El Camino and Embarcadero. The study also recommends signalized intersections
at Alma and Oregon and a restricted left turn on Embarcadero at Cowper during peak traffic
hours. During these times, cars
would be rerouted to Waverley,
Jarwala said.
Some residents feel the study
didn’t go far enough. Numerous Professorville and University South residents attended the
Wednesday meeting and submitted letters to the council, urging
members to further study the
impacts of Churchill’s closure on
nearby streets. Emerson Street
resident David Epstein wrote to
the council earlier this month
that he and his neighbors are
“most interested in safety and
maintaining a residential environment on our street.”
“It is already straining both
goals with many cars speeding through our neighborhood
along with bikes and pedestrians crossing the street at the
Embarcadero/Emerson St. intersection,” Epstein wrote to the
council. “Before and after school
in particular, we have a constant
stream of bikes and students
coming from and going to Paly.
The mix of heavy traffic of cars,
trucks and students is bound to

have a disastrous accident at any
time. A dramatic increase in the
traffic will make it even more
dangerous.”
Thomas Kellerman pointed
to the data in the analysis as an
indication that the closure of
Churchill crossing would have a
“very significant” impact on the
Emerson/Embarcadero intersection. Despite these findings, no
mitigations have been suggested
to address this impact, Kellerman
wrote.
“In keeping with the council’s
resolution adopted regarding
mitigations, it is incumbent on
the council to require adequate
mitigations prior to approving a
closure of the Churchill Avenue
crossing,” Kellerman wrote.
Allen Edwards, who also lives
near Churchill, took an opposite
view and said Churchill should
be closed. Shutting Churchill to
traffic, Edwards wrote, would allow him to “use the intersection
without risking a five-minute
delay.”
“We have friends there who
would love to have Churchill
closed at the tracks so that they
can get the traffic out of their
neighborhood,” Edwards wrote.
On Wednesday, residents had
a chance to see two different
concepts for closing Churchill to
cars and adding a pedestrian and
bicycle pathway. Under the first
alternative, the pathway would go
just under the Caltrain tracks. In
the second, which proved somewhat more popular, the pathway
is lengthened so that it extends
underneath Alma Street as well.
The community meeting didn’t
net any new ideas or decisions.
Rather, as City Manager Ed
Shikada told the crowd, it was
a chance to get residents’ feedback on what he called a “work
in progress.”
For the council, this progress

is taking longer to achieve than
most had expected. Even though
the council has narrowed the
number of grade-separation options under consideration from
34 to about six, it failed to select
a preferred alternative by the end
of 2018, as initially planned. On
March 18, members punted the
decision further and moved the
deadline for selecting a preferred
alternative to October.
One option that remains, despite major reservations by city
staff and most council members, is a citywide tunnel. Much
like at prior meetings, the city’s
consultants offered an array of
reasons why a tunnel would be
difficult to construct: the need
for Caltrain to approve design
exceptions, a construction period that would stretch for longer than seven years, the need
to pump groundwater out of the
tunnel and, most notably, a price
tag currently pegged at between
$2.5 billion and $3.8 billion.
Etty Mercurio, a consultant
with the firm Aecom, said the
tunnel would also require the
city to completely reconfigure
the Embarcadero Road overpass
and build a new underground
train station at California Avenue, which would require mining
about 60 feet below the surface.
In addition to the closure of
Churchill and the citywide tunnel,
the council is also considering a
tunnel just in south Palo Alto; a
trench or viaduct for trains at the
Meadow Drive and Charleston
Road crossings; and a “hybrid”
option that involves lowering
roads and raising tracks at these
two southernmost crossings.
The citywide tunnel option,
which is one of the most popular
and most expensive alternatives,
continues to generate a broad
spectrum of opinions, with some
calling it the least disruptive

option and others dismissing it as
prohibitively expensive and, thus,
unrealistic. Manish Baldua, who
lives on Alma near the Churchill
crossing, was in the latter camp.
In a letter to the council, Baldua
called the tunnel “the most disruptive option, causing massive
environmental damages” and an
“irresponsible spending of taxpayer’s money.”
Carlin Otto, who lives near
the Charleston crossing, disagreed and called the tunnel an
ideal solution — one that would
improve east-west movement of
cars, bikes and people and allow
parks, tennis courts and other

amenities to be built on top of it.
“Once the tunnel is in place,
it can expand in the future (like
London, Paris, New York) down
to many levels and support many
tracks,” Otto wrote. Q
Staff Writer Gennady Sheyner
can be emailed at gsheyner@
paweekly.com.

TALK ABOUT IT

PaloAltoOnline.com
Weigh in on the traffic study and
read what others are saying about
it on Town Square, the discussion
forum at PaloAltoOnline.com/
square.

Online This Week

These and other news stories were posted on Palo Alto Online
throughout the week. For longer versions, go to www.PaloAlto
Online.com/news.

Stanford part of admissions investigation
The U.S. Department of Education has launched a preliminary
investigation into Stanford University and seven other universities across the country involved in the $25 million admissions
scandal that led to the indictments of 50 people that were announced on March 12, according to news reports this week.
(Posted March 27, 12:54 p.m.)

Dog rescued from carport fire
An open carport caught on fire in Palo Alto’s Downtown
North neighborhood Wednesday afternoon, prompting resident evacuations and the rescue of a poodle from a neighboring
home, police and fire officials said. (Posted March 27, 2:57 p.m.)

Supe reorganizes special-ed department
Palo Alto Unified School District’s special-education department will now be housed within educational services, as most
districts do, with a series of reorganized positions, Superintendent Don Austin announced Tuesday. (Posted March 27, 9:02 a.m.)

Tourist may have exposed locals to measles
An international traveler recently found to have measles visited at least six public spaces in the Palo Alto area earlier this
month, leading the Santa Clara County Public Health Department to warn the community that they may be at risk of getting
sick if they’re not vaccinated against the disease. (Posted March
26, 1:55 p.m.)

Judge rules in Gunn harassment case
A judge ruled on Tuesday that a female Gunn High School
student and the male student found to have sexually harassed
her should both have access to the school robotics team, but with
more hours and scheduling preference given to the girl. (Posted
March 26, 2:55 p.m.)

Stanford junior dies in fall
A 20-year-old Stanford University junior who graduated from
Palo Alto high school, has died in Spain, apparently falling
while on a hike with other Stanford undergraduates studying in
Europe, the vice provost of student affairs posted on the university’s website Saturday. (Posted March 25, 9:10 a.m.)

IRS scams strike again
As the tax deadline looms, Palo Alto police are warning residents of scammers posing as agents from the Internal Revneue
Service trying to dupe money from taxpayers. (Posted March 25,
4:06 p.m.)

Redwood forest saved from development
Courtesy city of Palo Alto

This rendering shows the second option for a potential underpass for pedestrians and bicyclists at
Churchill Avenue. Under this option, the passage would stretch under Alma Street and the Caltrain
corridor after the rail crossing is closed to cars.
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Nearly 1,000 acres of redwood forest in the Santa Cruz
Mountains will be permanently protected from development
and future logging thanks to an unusual partnership between
the Peninsula Open Space Trust and Big Creek Lumber. (Posted
March 26, 9:49 a.m.)

Want to get news briefs emailed to you every weekday?
Sign up for Express, our daily e-edition.
Go to www.PaloAltoOnline.com to sign up.

188 Ferne Court, Palo Alto
5BD

2BA

2,007SF

Call Wendy for Price

8,268SF LOT
|

188Ferne.com

Active
2BD 1BA Cottage + Artists’ Cabin
1.58 Acres

1135-1137 Marcussen Dr
Menlo Park

366 Sierra Vista Ave #5
Mountain View

Open Sunday 1:30PM – 4:30PM

245 Bonita Rd
Portola Valley

All material presented herein is intended for informational purposes only. Information is compiled from sources deemed reliable but is subject to errors, omissions, changes in price, condition, sale, or withdraw without notice. No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footages are approximate. Exact dimensions can be obtained by retaining the services of an architect or engineer.

Unique A-Frame Eichler in
Desirable Greenmeadow
Community

Pending

Pending
.OBo3bWsÚ à ę
Front Unit: 2BD 1BA

2BD 2.5BA 1,560SF

theresolvegroup.co/listings

Adam Touni

Wendy Kandasamy ࠗ̂ಽ

Katharine Carroll

DRE 01880106

DRE 01425837

DRE 01909507

650.336.8530
adam@theresolvegroup.co

650.380.0220
wendy@theresolvegroup.co

415.300.7122
kat@theresolvegroup.co
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CityView
A round-up

of Palo Alto government action this week

Transitions
Births, marriages and deaths

City Council
The council did not meet this week.

Board of Education (March 26)
A-G: The board discussed completion rates for the A-G graduation
requirements. Action: None
Magical Bridge funding: The board approved a resolution accepting
funding from Santa Clara County for a Magical Bridge playground at El
Carmelo Elementary School. Yes: Unanimous
PAUSD Promise: The board discussed the district office operations
section of the superintendent’s “PAUSD Promise” plan. Action: None

Parks and Recreation Commission
(March 26)
Urban forest: The commission heard an update on the Urban Forest
Master Plan. Action: None
Sea-level Rise: The commission discussed the city’s recently adopted
sea-level rise policy. Action: None

Planning and Transportation Commission
(March 27)
Parking: The commission voted to prioritize a petition from Old Palo Alto
for a new Residential Preferential Permit Parking program. Yes: Alcheck,
Lauing, Riggs, Summa, Templeton Recused: Roohparvar, Waldfogel
Dealership: The commission supported a zone change at 1700 and 1730
Embarcadero Road to enable the demolition of Ming’s Restaurant and the
Audi service building and construction of a new two-story dealership for
Mercedes and Audi and a detached car wash facility. Yes: Alcheck, Riggs,
Roohparvar, Waldfogel No: Lauing, Summa, Templeton
Wireless: The commission supported a staff recommendation to revise
local rules on wireless-facility applications to make them consistent with
new FCC regulations. The commission also supported creating a working
group to study the issue further and to re-evaluate the city’s policy in a
year. Yes: Alcheck, Lauing, Riggs, Summa, Templeton, Waldfogel Absent:
Roohparvar

LET’S DISCUSS: Read the latest local news headlines and talk
about the issues at Town Square at PaloAltoOnline.com

Susan Marie Hall

October 19, 1940 – March 14, 2019
Susan Marie Hall passed away
on Thursday March 14 at her Palo
Alto home from complications of
Multiple System Atrophy (a form
of Parkinson’s disease). She was 78.
Susan was born in Bakersfield,
CA. to Jeanette and Eric Stone
and spent her childhood years in
Delano. She was a member of Chi
Omega sorority and graduated
from U.C. Berkeley, majoring in
English literature.
She married Tim Hall, lived in
Los Altos and had two children.
The marriage ended in divorce. Susan moved to Palo Alto,
worked at HP for several years, before accepting the job as church
secretary at Palo Alto First Congregational Church where she
served for 18 years until retiring in 2003.
In 1999 Susan married Ralph Cahn. They had nearly 20 happy
years together, traveling in the United States, enjoying home,
even as her health declined when she was first diagnosed with
Parkinson’s in 2011.
Susan was an accomplished folk dancer and Dixieland Jazz
fan. She loved theater, a wide range of music, cinema and was a
life-long reader.
Susan is survived by her husband Ralph; her children Betsy
(Sandy) of San Diego; Tim (Dena) of Seaside; Ralph’s children
Jennifer (David Fisher) of Brownsville TX; Julia Elman (Ian)
of Santa Cruz; a combined ten grandchildren; three greatgrandchildren; and her sister Mary Ann Olson (Jim) of
Carmichael CA.
A memorial service will be held at 10:30 AM on June 8,
2019 at the First Congregational Church of Palo Alto, 1985
Louis Road. Donations in Susan’s name may be made to Brain
Support Network, P.O. Box 7264, Menlo Park, CA 94026; or First
Congregational Church of Palo Alto.
PAID

OBITUARY
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Bruno Weiser

George Comstock

Bruno Weiser, longtime resident of Palo Alto, died on March
12. He was 93.
Born in 1925 in Skotschau, Poland, to Alois and Olga Weiser,
he met the love of his life, Edith,
in Salzburg, Austria, in 1950.
They married in 1952 and emigrated to San Francisco in 1956,
where they formed many close
friendships.
In 1968 the family moved to
Palo Alto. He established Bruno
Weiser Dental Laboratory in
Menlo Park, from which he retired in the 1990s. Although he
had lost one leg below the knee
as a motorcycle messenger in
World War II, he enjoyed spending time with family and friends
in the mountain cabin he built in
Cold Springs, California, where
the activities included fishing,
swimming in the lake, and waterskiing and snow-skiing. He was
also a regular at the Rinconada
Pool, swimming morning laps
there for many years.
He loved to dance with Edith,
and together they went to many
events in San Francisco and Palo
Alto where they could waltz together. He enjoyed traveling, including retirement travels with
Edith in a camping van, seeing
most of the United States and several cruises and tours of Europe
as well as Mexico, China and
other countries. The couple made
new friends wherever they went.
He was known by family and
friends as a hard worker and a
kind and optimistic man who always had an interesting story to
tell, a song to play on the harmonica or a beer to share. His family
says he will be long remembered
for his strength of character, wonderful laugh and generosity.
He is survived by his wife, Edith,
of Palo Alto; daughter, Lorna Naugle of Tracy; son, Reinhard Weiser
of San Mateo; four grandchildren;
two great granddaughters; and his
sister-in-law, Elly Weiser, of North
Vancouver, Canada.
The family especially wants to
thank Pathways Home Health &
Hospice of Sunnyvale and Complete Senior Living of San Mateo
for their care and support. A celebration of Weiser’s life will be
held in June. Memorial donations
may be sent to the Alzheimers
Organization, 225 N. Michigan
Ave., Fl. 17, Chicago, Illinois,
60601 or Pathways Home Health
& Hospice, 585 N. Mary Ave.,
Sunnyvale, 94085.

George Comstock, who managed to fit several lifetimes of
achievements into his 95 years,
died on March 11 at his home in
Portola Valley.
A celebration of his life will be
held at 10 a.m. Saturday, April 27,
at Valley Presbyterian Church, 945
Portola Road in Portola Valley.
A pioneer in the computer industry, Comstock served as mayor
of Portola Valley during his one
term on the Town Council and
held a seat on the Architectural
and Site Control Commission for
eight years.
Anne Hillman, his wife of 38
years, said Comstock “was always
seeking new experiences, new adventures, new places, new learning. I got to discover so many new
things with him.”
Comstock was a “pilot, inventor
with 40 issued patents, entrepreneur, friend and ardent steward of
the land” who also was a skilled
woodworker and loved sailing,
motorcycle riding and outdoor activities including camping, canoeing and cross-country skiing, she
said. He also loved sharing those
activities with friends and family
and teaching and mentoring others.
An avid reader, Comstock read
aloud to Hillman every night for
40 years from books including biographies, the classics and authors
from William Shakespeare to
Wallace Stegner. In recent years,
Comstock began a poetry group at
Rosener House Adult Day Services
in Menlo Park, giving participants
and himself a way to voice their
feelings about their disabilities.
Hillman said her husband “never
stopped inquiring into philosophies
of all kinds in a lifelong search for
meaning and greater understanding.” He attended a designer biology class at Stanford University
until his last month of life.
Born on Jan. 9, 1924, in Canandaigua, New York, to Florence
Rossling and George E. Comstock,
George was 9 years old when a
friend taught him to design, build
and fly model airplanes. He copublished a neighborhood newspaper at 13.
After receiving bachelor’s degrees in mechanical and electrical engineering in 1945 and 1948
from the Worchester Polytechnic
Institute and working for several
companies on projects that failed
to spark his imagination, Comstock jumped at the chance to
move into the nascent computer
industry in the mid-1950s. He

joined the young Potter Instrument Company as a vice president of research and engineering, working on a random-access
memory system made from strips
of tape on a steel frame, and on
the tape drives used in the massive
early computers.
In 1969 Comstock co-founded
and served as president of Diablo
Systems, which made interchangeable cartridge disk drives and daisy-wheel printers. Diablo was purchased by Xerox Corp. three years
later for $30 million.
In 1977 Comstock founded computer company Durango Systems.
From 1986 to 1992, he worked for
startup Network General Corp,
which made diagnostic tools for
local area networks.
Hillman and Comstock met
when she was a management consultant for Durango Systems and
knew on their first date they were
meant for each other. Two years after meeting, they married. Hillman
and Comstock moved to Ladera in
1980 and Portola Valley in 1990.
Among the passions Hillman
and Comstock shared was an advocacy for the environment, particularly sustainable building. He
joined the board of the Land Institute and was tireless in encouraging Portola Valley to adopt regulations promoting sustainability,
and he championed adding more
affordable housing in the town.
A perpetual teacher, he started
the popular annual “Flight Night”
in Portola Valley, a nighttime
aerial display of model planes that
drew hundreds, offering hands-on
learning in science, technology,
engineering and math, and flightrelated exhibitions.
Comstock is survived by wife
Anne Hillman (also known by her
professional name of Patricia H.
Gill); his sister, Mel Goertz (Herb)
of Vermont; children, Charles
(Betty) Comstock of Oregon, Leslie Comstock of Washington, Robert (Barbara) Comstock of Pleasanton, Kathryn Gill of Topanga,
California, and Jeff Gill (Nancy
Chung), of Brea, California; seven grandchildren and one greatgrandchild. He was preceded in
death by his first wife, Kathryn
Peddle Comstock, a photographer,
painter and musician.
The family suggests that memorial donations be made to Rosener
House in Menlo Park, The Land
Institute, the Computer History
Museum, Peninsula Open Space
Trust (POST), or any charity of
choice. Q

PAID ADVERTISEMENT

CORRECTION:
In last Friday’s “You Need to Act Now” ad, the contact information
for State Senator Jerry Hill should have been sd13.senate.ca.gov
and the Contact Me link.

OPEN
HOUSE
SAT & SUN
1:30 - 4:30

3200 KIP-ING STREET, PALO ALTO
3 bedrooms • 2 baths • 1431± sf home • 7225± sf lot

Excellent Opportunity In Premier Location
A world of possibility awaits within this superbly located residence. Nestled along one of Midtown’s
ﬁnest streets, the freshly updated home on a sizable lot is entering the market for the ﬁrst time.
The property presents a prized address, central access, and endless potential—including the
opportunity to build your Silicon Valley dream home.

www.3200Kipling.com
OFFERED AT $2,650,000

ALAN DUNCKEL
License #00866010

650.400.0327
adunckel@apr.com
www.alan.apr.com

XIN JIANG
License #01961451

650.283.8379
xjiang@apr.com
www.xjiang.apr.com
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Editorial
The perils of state action
For Dems, state pre-emption of local zoning
carries growing political risk

S

tate legislators who are pushing for new laws forcing cities to allow dense, multi-family housing developments in
single-family neighborhoods threaten to divide the state’s
Democratic voters and may open the door to political challenges
of incumbents even in Democratic strongholds like the Bay Area
and Peninsula.
The growing split and increasing animosity between local
leaders and state legislators over how far the state should go to
pre-empt local zoning are pitting traditional allies against each
other and threatening to move us further from viable solutions
to the housing crisis.
As the Weekly’s reporting by Staff Writer Gennady Sheyner
shows, housing advocates are responding to a long history of cities
failing to take needed action to develop new housing while approving vast amounts of new commercial development. The result,
almost all agree, has been to create a deepening shortage of housing
units, fuel unsustainable increases in housing costs and accelerate
the loss of affordable housing for low- and medium-income workers.
But the solutions are far from clear.
The most visible and controversial of the legislative proposals,
SB 50 by San Francisco Democratic state Sen. Scott Wiener, seeks
to undo the historic local autonomy that cities enjoy over land-use
decisions. As only one of more than 200 bills pertaining to housing introduced in the state legislature this session, SB 50 would
force cities to allow multi-story, high-density apartment buildings
in R-1 zoned residential areas near public transit with no limits on
the number of units and no parking requirements. Up and down
the Peninsula, the proposed half-mile radius around train stations
would open up large areas currently occupied by single-family
homes to conversion to higher-density housing.
Defenders of local control, while agreeing that cities are responsible for creating the problem, are organizing against the proposed
state mandates, and the rhetoric on both sides threatens to polarize
rather than shape practical solutions. There is little question that
passage of measures like SB 50 would trigger legal challenges and
a voter initiative to overturn them and re-establish local zoning
powers.
To avoid that outcome, legislators must work with local government leaders to craft incentives, not pre-emptive one-size-fits-all
mandates, for the construction of needed housing and, most of all,
funding for affordable-housing development.
The current effort to impose a solution on California cities ignores
the complicated factors that have created the problem and attempts
to solve it without addressing the underlying economic realities.
First, focusing only on increasing housing production of marketrate units without parallel regulation or incentives to reduce new
commercial development addresses only one side of the equation.
As long as communities are allowed to approve new commercial
development and export the problem of housing workers to other
cities, we are destined to never stabilize housing prices. State action must impose limits on non-residential development and tie it
to housing production, and housing impact fees should be raised to
create funds for affordable housing.
Second, new high-density market-rate housing development, such
as what has been built in Mountain View on San Antonio Road and
El Camino Real, results in rents only affordable to high-income
earners. So while Mountain View is far ahead of cities like Palo
Alto and Menlo Park in zoning for more housing, it’s not addressing the highest priority need for housing affordable to lower-income
workers.
Instead of trying to micromanage zoning in cities around the
state, legislators should be focusing on funding strategies that would
create incentives for cities to attract and approve below-market
rate housing for service workers, seniors and other lower-income
residents.
Wiener and those who support his legislation are correct that the
housing shortage is driving working families out of the Bay Area,
gentrifying communities like East Palo Alto and pushing many to
homelessness or to exorbitantly long commutes. But what cities with
high land values need are financing solutions to enable significant
public funding of higher density affordable-housing development by
nonprofit housing entities and incentives to utilize existing publicly
owned land such as municipal parking lots.
SB 50’s zoning pre-emption strategy is a divisive distraction. Wiener and his colleagues would be wise to refocus their attention on
the financing strategies and incentives to achieve the housing we
need most, and on enacting laws that restrict commercial development in cities that are not meeting the housing needs of their communities. Otherwise their well-intended efforts are destined to come
back to bite them in the next election. Q
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Spectrum
Editorials, letters and opinions

Letters
Rail redesign funding
Editor,
It’s been painful watching
our good friends and neighbors
in Palo Alto dither about grade
separation for Caltrain. The
community wants a tunnel, the
council thinks it’s too expensive. So why doesn’t the council
take the community at its word
and put a broad-based tax on
the ballot in November to fund
a tunnel?
If the neighborhood associations and others who oppose alternative solutions get out and
work to pass the tax and it passes, then the council will have the
money it needs and proof of the
community’s commitment.
If not, the council can proceed
with a more affordable alternative. In a city where the median
home price is over $3 million,
the money can certainly be
found to pay for a tunnel if that’s
what people say they want.
James Kempf
Foxborough Drive,
Mountain View

Charter schools vs.
public schools
Editor,
Congratulations to Elena Kadvany for her thorough report on
the charter school versus public
school system controversy in the
local Ravenswood School District (March 22).
A high priority for most parents is the education of their
children. The article’s graphs
point out that the charter schools
clearly outperform the public
schools as measured by both
math and English test scores. Is
it any wonder that the charter

schools are becoming increasingly popular?
Besides spending time discussing the financial and locations arguments involved, one
would hope members of the
school district board are trying
to understand why this disparity
is present.
Richard R. Babb
Portola Road, Portola Valley

Appreciation for Paly
special-ed teachers
Editor,
Ms. Oakson and Mr. Hall are
very nice. Ms. Oakson teaches Rise and Grind cafe and a
smoothie business and lunchorder service. Mr. Hall teaches
functional academics and language skills.
We went to the Mountain View
Public Library with Ms. Oakson when I was a freshman and
sophomore. This year, Ms. Oakson had all the teachers and students tell me “Happy Birthday”
at lunch, and she organized everyone to sing “Happy Birthday”
to me after we were done eating.
And on that day, Jan. 17, Mr.
Hall saw me and said “Hey,
birthday boy!”
I will never forget this.
Aarun Visuthikraisee
Futures Program senior, Palo
Alto High School
Edgewood Drive, Palo Alto

A sweeping
generalization
Editor,
Regarding your editorial titled
“The audacity of privilege”
(March 22). Your subhead says
“College-admission bribery
scandal exposes sense of invincibility and entitlement of the
wealthy and powerful.” Really,
everybody who is wealthy and

WHAT DO YOU THINK?
The Palo Alto Weekly encourages comments on our coverage
or on issues of local interest.

Do you view SB 50 as an
overreach, a much-needed
policy or something else?
Submit letters to the editor of up to 300 words to letters@paweekly.com.
Submit guest opinions of 1,000 words to editor@paweekly.com. Include your
name, address and daytime phone number so we can reach you.
We reserve the right to edit contributions for length, objectionable content,
libel and factual errors known to us. Anonymous letters will generally not be
accepted. Submitting a letter to the editor or guest opinion constitutes a granting
of permission to the Palo Alto Weekly and Embarcadero Media to also publish it
online, including in our online archives and as a post on Town Square.
For more information, contact Editorial Assistant Cierra Bailey at cbailey@
paweekly.com or 650-223-6526 or Editor Jocelyn Dong at editor@paweekly.com.

powerful is guilty? That’s how
your editorial reads from beginning to end.
Don’t we all know by now that
we can’t judge the many by the
actions of the few?
In our current times of political stress, we need to hear from
more measured voices. As such,
your editorial disappoints.
Greg Loy
Arbutus Avenue,
Palo Alto

Not so audacious
Editor,
As a high school student who
has suffered the consequences of
academic pressures from family
and peers, it does not come off as
a surprise that some families are
bribing colleges and admission
officers. In my opinion, the tradition of wealthier families bribing schools has always existed,
and everyone knows it. In Palo
Alto, a rather affluent suburb,
it is inevitable that some families will use their connections
and wealth to set their kids on a
higher path of success.
The recent media attention on
this topic is only temporal and
will be forgotten quickly, as
many families will just pay off
the fines and “shame” that accompanied their actions. And I
believe that these wealthy elites,
who indulge in these actions,
don’t actually repent for their
actions.
The main question that this
topic poses is whether or not
it is morally wrong for parents
to use their abilities and hard
earned money to create a better
academic standing for their kids.
Some might say that it is unfair,
but after deep reflection and
contemplation: Is it truly unfair?
Edward Zhang
Byron Street, Palo Alto

Check out Town Square!
Hundreds of local topics are being discussed by local residents
on Town Square, a reader forum sponsored by the Weekly at
PaloAltoOnline.com/square. Post your own comments, ask
questions or just stay up on what people are talking about
around town!

Off Deadline

Senior center expansion meets locals’ needs
by Jay Thorwaldson

A

ve n id a s’
building
expansion
in downtown Palo
Alto is designed to
match growth of
older Midpeninsula
residents.
But the senior
center almost never
happened.
In the late 1960s
there was no “senior center” in Palo Alto, despite early trends showing a growing proportion of older residents in the Midpeninsula.
When a proposal was put forth to create
such a center in the former headquarters
building for Palo Alto’s police and fire departments, at 450 Bryant St. just north of
University Avenue, several members of the
City Council expressed serious concerns,
bordering on opposition.
Their primary concern was that creating
such a center might attract older persons
from throughout the Bay Area, exacerbating what already was becoming an olderpopulation mix in the community.
Cost was also a concern.
But, as sometimes happens in the world, a
handful of individuals stepped up to provide
the vision, personal effort and financial support to make the concept real.
On April 1, no joke, folks — the vastly
expanded center will open its doors to the
public. It’s well worth a visit.
Nearly a half century ago what senior
services existed in the Midpeninsula were
fragmented among scores of government
and nonprofit entities. Worse, those providers knew little about what others were providing, leading to both wasteful duplication
and serious gaps.
Palo Alto, being forward-looking, had

taken two modest steps toward increasing
services for its increasing number of older
residents.
It created a “Senior Coordinating Council
of the Midpeninsula, Inc.” with the assigned
purpose or identifying available services
from government and nonprofit agencies.
That mouthful of a name quickly became
the shorthand “SCC,” and eventually “Avenidas,” the avenue.
And the city created a half-time senior
services coordinator position and hired the
late Diana Steeples. She was given a small
office in the then-new Downtown Library
on Forest Avenue, in the shadow of the thennew Civic Center (City Hall).
At the time, I was a still-youngish reporter
for the erstwhile Palo Alto Times, assigned
to cover Palo Alto city government and some
regional issues such as transportation and
environment.
It was a late-1960s column by national columnist Sylvia Porter, published in the San
Francisco Chronicle, that alerted me to the
many potential problems of what came to be
called the “Aging of America.” She noted
that while a growing percentage of older
persons was occurring nationally, it was
particularly occurring in two hotspots: Dade
County, Florida, and Palo Alto, California.
The impacts, she noted, could be severe in
many areas, but particularly so in health care
and economic support. She predicted, as I
recall, that over the next 30 or 40 years the
number of working, younger persons available to provide support for older, retired persons would decline by about half. In other
words, instead of 11 younger persons providing support there would be just five younger,
working-age persons.
Also, the need for vastly expanded health
care services and facilities would require
major funding commitments, planning and

implementation, she noted.
Thus forewarned, I began paying serious attention to the topic of population and
aging.
As for the City Council, the several members resisting the notion of a creating a senior center kept anything substantive from
happening, beyond the half-time senior-services coordinator and an outfit with a vague
“coordinating” assignment.
Then along came the first two “heroes”
of the cause: Carol Bernhardt and Queenie
Amirian. Bernhardt was an expert in conducting surveys, so they teamed up and did
one about seniors in Palo Alto.
Their discovery was a bombshell, of sorts.
They found that a majority of seniors living in Palo Alto had been residents for more
than 25 years, with many more living in
town for a decade or two. Many were service providers such as grocery clerks and
gas station attendants, co-existing with the
Stanford professors and other professionals:
doctors, lawyers, teachers — those who keep
the community functioning.
Seeing the stability and breadth of the senior population, and the projected increase
in the demographics of aging, all opposition
to a senior center folded.
But, with an eye on funding, the City
Council attached a condition. It would turn
over the old police/fire building to the Senior Coordinating Council on one condition:
That the SCC first raise $1 million toward
the building’s redesign and renovation.
This was an “impossible dream,” requiring a “miracle,” some skeptics predicted.
But two more heroes stepped forward, the
late Sid Mitchell, a longtime physician with
the Palo Alto Medical Clinic, and the late
Wesley “Bud” Hubbard, partner in the landmark Hubbard & Johnson lumber/hardware
company.

This week on Town Square
Town Square is an online discussion forum at PaloAltoOnline.com/square

In response to ‘Palo
Alto delays decisions on
rail redesign to October’
Posted March 20 at 2:52 p.m.
by Allen Akin, a resident of
Professorville:
“There’s an important point that
I think might have been missed.
Not only is Caltrain fully loaded at the moment, but the 20-30
percent extra capacity that will
be added by electrification is also
pretty much spoken for by Stanford and transit-oriented developments that are already underway
elsewhere.
SB 50 (and some other unlimited-growth measures under consideration) depend on a dramatic
increase in the use of mass transit.
The only way this can happen for
Caltrain is to increase the number
of tracks, and in fact exactly that

has been proposed. I gather we’ll
learn more about it in Caltrain’s
2040 business plan that’s under
development.
That means two-track-only
plans for tunnels or trenches, like
the ones we have on the table now,
are dead on arrival. Nadia Naik
referred to this issue during the
public comments, but she might
have been a little too subtle.”

In response to ‘Pressure
over college admissions
‘out of control’’
Posted March 21 at 10:45 a.m.
by James Thurber, a resident of
Mountain View:
The entire system reeks of ultrastress. It’s time for everyone to
back off.
It’s also time for California to
return its University System to the

State of California — lower tuition
(or eliminate tuition entirely for
California residents) and quit focusing the admission departments
on high paying foreign and out-ofstate students.
I never, ever told my children
that I expected them to be the best
and, on their own, they have been
successful beyond evaluation. Parents should set the example and
quit telling their children what
they’re expected to do / be / et al.

Want to get news briefs
emailed to you every
weekday?
Sign up for Express,
our new daily e-edition.
Go to PaloAltoOnline.com/express
to sign up.

They spearheaded the effort that
achieved the miracle level of funding. And
the city kept its part of the deal, along with
providing a substantial level of annual budget support for the operation.
The SCC continued its “coordination”
role even as the number of direct services
increased at the center.
My direct ties to the operation continued. After I retired from the Times in 1979,
I soon joined the new Palo Alto Medical
Foundation, a nonprofit outgrowth of the
Palo Alto Medical Clinic and the Palo Alto
Medical Research Foundation.
I was invited to join the SCC board, and
did so circa 1982.
The going wasn’t always easy. Challenges arose, from operational fundraising
to defining the agency’s mission. A succession of directors brought individual
strengths (and some weaknesses) to the
operation, and it once faced a potential
breakup with partner services. The breakup was averted when fellow board member Candace Hathaway and I presented a
Fundraising Committee report warning
that if the partner entities broke away they
would have no core fundraising operation,
and their departure would jeopardize the
mission and fundraising of the SCC itself.
The huge expansion of facilities and
services in the new building were well-described by Weekly reporter Chris Kenrick
in the March 1 issue.
It’s an impressive, well-coordinated
building (sadly missing the old brass
firepole of the old fire headquarters) that
matches well the mission and the pre-Avenidas mouthful of the Senior Coordinating
Council of the Midpeninsula, Inc. Q
Former Weekly Editor
Jay Thorwaldson can be
emailed at jaythor@well.com.

Read more opinions online
Palo Alto Online’s bloggers are writing about everything
from innovation and politics to community service
and family. Here are the latest posts from some of our
bloggers. Discuss these and other topics with them at
PaloAltoOnline.com/blogs.
A New Shade of
Green
by Sherry Listgarten

SB-50: To Save
our Planet?

The Food Party!
by Laura Stec

Big Island Food
Party!
Posted March 22

Posted March 26

An Alternate
View

A Pragmatist’s
Take

by Diana Diamond

by Douglas Moran

Be careful what
you call me.
Posted March 22

State
Legislature
on Housing:
Getting the Demos out
of Democracy & with it,
Accountability
Posted March 15
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INFLUENCE THE FUTURE OF YOUR COMMUNITY
We are currently recruiting for:
Architectural Review Board

1 Position with a term ending December 15, 2020

Human Relations Commission

2 Positions with terms ending May 31, 2022

Library Advisory Commission

OPEN
O
N

2 Positions with terms ending May 31, 2022

Saturday & Sund
Saturda
S
Sunday
da
d
ay

Storm Water Management Oversight Committee
3 Positions with terms ending May 31, 2023

Utilities Advisory Commission

1 Position with a term ending May 31, 2021
3 Positions with terms ending May 31, 2022

Applications Deadline Extended:
April 2, 2019 at 4:30 p.m.
APPLICATIONS AVAILABLE ONLINE

http://bit.ly/bcapplications

Questions? Contact the City Clerk’s Office at
(650) 329-2571
or Jessica.Brettle@CityofPaloAlto.org

Dental Cleaningss

MIDTOWN is OPEN
PEN LATEE
kdays
until 10PM weekdays
and weekends.
Now offering critical
care services.

20% OFF
FREE EXAM

for New Clientss

3045 Middleﬁeld Rd, Palo Alto 94306

midtownvetpa.com

Public hearing notice

Join our team!
We’re looking for talented,
highly-motivated and dynamic people
Embarcadero Media is an independent multimedia news
organization with over 35 years of providing award-winning
local news, community information and entertainment to the
Midpeninsula.
We are always looking for talented and creative people
interested in joining our efforts to produce outstanding
journalism and results for our advertisers through print and
online.
We currently have the following positions open
for talented and outgoing individuals:
• Advertising Sales/Production Admin Assist the sales and
design teams in the production of online and print advertising.
Tech savvy, excellent communication and keen attention to
detail a must.
• Graphic Designer Creation/production of print and online
ads, including editorial layout, in a fast-paced environment.
Publishing experience and video editing a plus.
• Digital Sales Account Representative Prospect and sell
local businesses in our markets who have needs to brand
and promote their businesses or events using our full-suite
of digital solutions.
For more information visit:
http://embarcaderomediagroup.com/employment

Fiscal Year 2019/2020 Groundwater
Production and Surface Water Charges
Topic:

Fiscal Year 2019/2020 Groundwater Production and Surface Water Charges

Who:

Santa Clara Valley Water District (Valley Water) Board of Directors

What:

Public hearings on proposed fiscal year 2019/2020 Groundwater Production and
Surface Water Charges

When:

April 9, 2019 at 1 p.m. – open public hearing
April 11, 2019 at 6 p.m. – open house in South County;
7 p.m. – continued public hearing in South County
April 23, 2019 at 6 p.m. – close public hearing

Where:

April 9 and April 23, 2019
Valley Water Board Room
5700 Almaden Expressway, San Jose, CA 95118
April 11, 2019
Morgan Hill City Council Chambers
17555 Peak Ave., Morgan Hill, CA 95037

Valley Water has prepared an annual report on the Protection and Augmentation of Water Supplies
documenting financial and water supply information, which provides the basis for recommended
groundwater production and surface water charges for fiscal year 2019/2020.
The report includes financial analyses of Valley Water’s water utility system; supply and demand
forecasts; future capital improvement, maintenance and operating requirements; and methods to
finance such requirements.
Valley Water will hold a public hearing to obtain public comments on the report, which will be
available at the hearing.
Based upon findings and determinations made at the public hearing, including the results of any
protest procedure, the Valley Water Board of Directors will decide whether or not groundwater
production and surface water charges should be increased, and if so, to what level, in each charge
zone or zones for the fiscal year beginning July 1, 2019.
All operators of water-producing facilities within the water district or any person interested in Valley
Water’s activities with regard to protection and augmentation of the water supply may appear, in
person or by representative, and submit comments regarding the subject.
For more information on the public hearing, please visit our website at www.valleywater.org, or
contact Anthony Mendiola at (408) 630-2437.
Reasonable efforts will be made to accommodate persons with disabilities wishing to attend this
public hearing. For additional information on attending this hearing, including requesting
accommodations for disabilities or interpreter assistance, please contact the Office of the Clerk
of the Board at (408) 630-2277, at least three business days prior to the hearing.

450 Cambridge Avenue | Palo Alto, CA 94306 | 650.326.8210
PaloAltoOnline.com | TheAlmanacOnline.com | MountainViewOnline.com
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WHOSE RULES?

Controversial state bill to create more housing, while overriding
some local zoning, stirs hopes, fears along the Peninsula
by Gennady Sheyner

W

was trying to advance SB 827
to encourage dense housing near
public transit corridors. (The bill
ultimately died in committee last
year.) She said she saw SB 827
as the latest example of cities
and neighborhoods “getting clobbered” by Sacramento mandates
that diminish local authority.
Over the ensuing months, she
reached out to similarly concerned
residents and elected officials and
cobbled together a coalition to oppose Wiener’s bills and other regional efforts that would require
cities to allow more housing.
“The process we’re having
to contend with is adversarial,”
Kirsch told the Palo Alto crowd.
“It’s top-down mandates. It’s onesize-fits-all instead of uniqueness.
It’s putting economic measurements and profits at the top of
the priority list, using sticks and
threats — like the governor suing
Huntington Beach.
“It is the unelected regional
bodies pushing much of this and
moving us toward being an autocracy,” she said, referring to a new
group, Casa (The Committee to
House the Bay Area), which has
proposed a sweeping plan to preserve and expand the Bay Area’s
housing stock by passing new
renter protections, loosening zoning restrictions and expediting the
approval process for residential
developments.
Her view largely resonated with
her audience, who booed the Metropolitan Transportation Commission, which convened Casa,
and applauded Kirsch’s efforts to
push back against Sacramento.
While the meeting attracted

a few supporters of SB 50, most
kept a low profile. When Dennis
Richards, a San Francisco planning commissioner, kicked off
his presentation by asking, “How
many feel that Scott Wiener and
the politicians in Sacramento actually know what’s best for you
more than you?” one hand shot
up in the back of the room.
“One? OK, we have a YIMBY
in the back,” Richards said, using
the acronym for “Yes, In My Back
Yard.”
A second hand shot up.
“Two,” said Diane Morin, a
board member of the pro-housing

group Palo Alto Forward, who objected to what she called a “loaded question.”
Richards told the crowd that SB
50 would “fundamentally change
your lives” and “fundamentally
change what say you have in your
life on what your neighborhood
looks like.” He also framed it as
part of a larger effort by Sacramento to inundate local communities with housing bills faster
than cities can respond to these
proposals.
“We’ve been carpet-bombed
with bills from Sacramento! Carpet-bombed! ... It’s almost like

they throw so much s--- at us, we
can’t duck. We get hit with it,” he
said.

What SB 50
would do

T

o spur rapid housing production, SB 50 would relax
development standards for
certain residential projects, overriding local zoning regulations in
“transit rich” zones — those near
(continued on page 16)

Veronica Weber

ith political battle lines
forming over the best
ways to solve California’s persistent housing crisis,
opponents of the most ambitious
state proposal — Senate Bill 50
— came to Palo Alto on St. Patrick’s Day in search of recruits.
The gathering at Lucie Stern
Community Center — sponsored
by the local residentialist-leaning
group Palo Altans for Sensible
Zoning and Palo Alto Neighborhoods, an umbrella group
of neighborhood associations
— was part seminar, part pep
rally, with more than 200 people
crowding into the center’s ballroom to cheer for local control
and jeer Sacramento mandates.
The event brought together a
Who’s Who of SB 50 critics: Redondo Beach Mayor Bill Brand,
who is trying to amend the state
constitution to ensure zoning
remains the purview of municipalities; Cupertino Mayor Steven
Scharf, who cheekily proposed in
his “State of the City Speech” to
build a wall around Cupertino
and make San Jose pay for it;
and Palo Alto Mayor Eric Filseth, who devoted the lion’s share
of his own “State of the City”
speech in March to criticizing
SB 50, a bill that he said “has
the potential to arouse passions
in people.”
That passion was on display in
featured speaker Susan Kirsch, a
Mill Valley resident whose nascent group, Livable California,
is leading the resistance to SB 50.
Kirsch founded Livable California a year ago, when state Sen.
Scott Wiener, D-San Francisco,

State Senate Bill 50 would encourage denser housing to be built near Caltrain stations in Palo Alto, like
Park Plaza Apartments on Park Boulevard, and would allow taller buildings than the city currently permits.
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SB 50
(continued from page 15)

rail and ferry stops and “highquality bus corridors.” For projects with a portion of affordable
housing and located within half
a mile of transit, SB 50 would
waive all local height limitations
set below 45 feet, enabling threeand four-story buildings with a
density of 2.5. (This density, measured in floor-area-ratio (FAR),
would allow a 25,000-squarefoot building, for example, on a
10,000-square-foot lot.)
Within a quarter mile of transit, a city’s height limit could be
no lower than 55 feet, and FAR
would have to be at least 3.25.
In both cases, cities would also
need to waive their parking requirements for these housing
developments.
The bill also calls for loosening development standards in
“jobs rich” areas, a concept that
remains fuzzy but that could potentially capture the entire city of
Palo Alto. The bill defines “jobs
rich” as having “positive educational and economic outcomes
for households of all income levels residing in the tract.” Put more
plainly, Palo Alto would qualify
given that its jobs-to-housing ratio of 3 to 1 is the highest in the
county.
SB 50 would not affect the
height limits in “jobs rich” areas but would remove all density

limits and bar cities from requiring more than a half of a parking
space per housing unit. (See table:
“How Palo Alto zoning could
change.”)
While Kirsch, Richards and
others denounce SB 50 as an assault on local governments, state
Sen. Nancy Skinner, D-Berkeley,
views it as a way to address past
wrongs that these governments
enabled — like housing discrimination (see sidebar). Lowdensity zones such as singlefamily neighborhoods, which SB
50 proponents see as a barrier to
diversity, would be opened up for
multi-family developments under
SB 50. The bill also includes a
temporary waiver for “sensitive
communities” — those in which
residents are deemed particularly vulnerable to displacement
through gentrification. The bill
gives sensitive communities an
opportunity to create their own
community-led plans, which
would include zone changes and
other policies to encourage development of multi-family housing
for various income levels. Communities that choose this path
will have until Jan. 1, 2020, to opt
for such a process and will have
until January 2025 to formulate
that plan.
To promote a diverse housing
market, SB 50 requires qualifying projects to meet cities’ “inclusionary housing” standards, under
which developers of market-rate
housing must offer a percentage

of their units at below-market-rate
(in Palo Alto, this is 15 percent).
In cities where such requirements
don’t exist, residential developments of 20 units or more would
have to designate between 15 and
25 percent as below market rate,
with the exact ratio determined by
the project size and income levels
being targeted.
While mayors up and down
the Peninsula have characterized SB 50 as an affront to local
control, Wiener strongly rejects
that characterization and called
it “a common misunderstanding of the bill.” The bill, he told
the Weekly, would only apply to
land that local communities have
already zoned for residential use
(commercial and industrial zones
would be exempt). And cities, he
noted, would still have a chance
to review multi-unit developments
proposed under SB 50 under their
regular approval processes. It
does not exempt proposed residential developments from having
to seek conditional-use permits
through the normal environmental-review process, he said. And it
fully retains local design-review
processes, demolition restrictions
and inclusionary-zoning policies.
“If a community has previously
made a decision that a certain
area is not appropriate for residential, industrial or public lands,
then the bill doesn’t apply to it,”
Wiener told the Weekly. “It will
only apply to parcels that the community decided is appropriate for

housing. SB 50 does not change
the process for approving or rejecting individual projects.”
“What the bill does do is help
address our (state’s) 3.5-million
home deficit that is driving the
middle class out of our state, forcing people into two-hour commutes and that has driven people
into poverty and homelessness,”
Wiener said. “We have to decide
as a state whether having enough
housing for everyone is a priority
or not a priority.”

But what would
the impact be?

G

iven that SB 50 remains a
work in progress, its local
impacts are impossible
to accurately gauge. But according to a recent analysis by Embarcadero Institute — a recently
formed Palo Alto nonprofit that
surveyed the city’s “transit rich”
and “high-quality bus corridor”
areas — SB 50 could enable
the construction of 46,000 new
units. (Contrast that amount with
the 27,577 housing units in Palo
Alto as of 2017.) That number
does not include those potentially
constructed in “jobs rich” areas
of town. Nor does it consider the
density bonuses and other waivers that residential developers
could potentially take advantage
of under the bill.
SB 50, the report predicted,

“would almost triple Palo Alto’s
population and conservatively
add 90,000 vehicles and 30,000
school-age children.”
(Gab Layton, the Institute’s
co-founder and president, told
the Weekly the group never actually predicted that Palo Alto
would triple in size because of
SB 50 but merely demonstrated
the type of growth the legislation
enables.)
Also known as the More
HOMES (Housing, Opportunity,
Mobility, Equity, Stability) Act
of 2019, SB 50 is one of dozens
of pro-housing proposals that
are now advancing through the
Legislature’s committee process.
Others include AB 1482, a proposal by Assemblyman David
Chiu, D-San Francisco, to cap
rent increases, and Senate Bill
330, a proposal by Skinner of
Berkeley that would prohibit cities from “downzoning” neighborhoods (making them less dense),
ban the establishment of caps
on residential development and
streamline the housing approval
process. A recent report on SB
50 by the San Francisco Planning
Department noted that there are
more than 200 housing-related
state bills being introduced in the
current legislative session. Many
are expected to win the support
of Gov. Gavin Newsom, who has
set a goal for the state to build 3.5
million housing units by 2025.
Collectively, the legislative
proposals are trying to address

The Stanford Historical Society and Stanford Continuing Studies present

150TH GOLD SPIKE CELEBRATION:

Transcontinental Railroad Symposium

THE #1
STEM CAMP
CA
FOR AGES 7–19

From coding and game dev
to robotics and design, your
child will develop
in-demand skills and ignite
lifelong passions—all in a
fun, inclusive environment.

Join us for the 150th anniversary of the completion of the Transcontinental
Railroad and its legacy at Stanford University. Stanford faculty experts will
reflect on the historic impact of the railroad on American lives, fortunes, and society.
• The Big Four
(Richard White, Margaret Byrne Professor of American History)

• Impacting Cultures: The Chinese and Native Americans
(Hilton Obenzinger, Associate Director, Chinese Railroad Workers in North America Project; and C. Matthew
Snipp, Burnet C. and Mildred Finley Wohlford Professor in the School of Humanities and Sciences)
• Celestial Railroad Revisited: The Railroad in 19th Century American History and Culture
(James Campbell, Edgar E. Robinson Professor in United States History)

Choose from 50+ innovative
courses and join our
community of over 400,000
alumni. Get ready for the
best summer ever!

Held at over 150
prestigious locations
Stanford
Palo Alto HS
Santa Clara U
SJSU
West Valley
SFSU
UC Berkeley
UCLA
Caltech

• Stanford University’s Railroad Legacy
(Laura Jones, Director, Heritage Services and University Archaeologist)

Saturday, April 6 • 8:30 am – 1:00 pm
Cubberley Auditorium, School of Education
Stanford University • $30; Advance registration is required
To register, please visit:
continuingstudies.stanford.edu/Gold-Spike
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How Palo Alto zoning could change
Allowed now

Under SB 50

Height limit

R-1 zones
RM-15
RM-40

30 feet
30 feet
40 feet

1/4 mile of Caltrain stop
1/4-1/2 mile of Caltrain stop
Along “high quality” bus corridor
“Jobs rich” parcels

55 feet min.
45 feet min.
30 feet min.
30 feet min.

Max units/parcel

R-1 zones
RM-15
RM-40

1
15
40

1/4 mile of Caltrain stop
1/4-1/2 mile of Caltrain stop
Along “high quality” bus corridor
“Jobs rich” parcels

No max.
No max.
No max.
No max.

Parking required

R-1 zones
RM-15
RM-40

2/unit
1.25-2/unit (based on unit size)
1.25-2/unit (based on unit size)

1/4 mile of Caltrain stop
1/4-1/2 mile of Caltrain stop
Along “high quality” bus corridor
“Jobs rich” parcels

None
None
0.5/unit
0.5/unit

Sources: SB 50 and Embarcadero Institute
displacing current residents and
diminishing diversity.”
“Rather than being a panacea
for our housing crisis, it is a Trojan horse for big developers’ profits,” Burt and Stone wrote.
Filseth took a different tack in
his March 5 speech, making the
case that SB 50 would have a relatively meager effect on the state’s
housing shortage. He argued the
crisis should be addressed by investing state funding into affordable housing and requiring greater
contributions from job-creating
tech titans such as Apple, Google
and Facebook. Building housing
— particularly below-market-rate
housing — is expensive, he argued, and the current crop of state
bills would likely do little more
than “extend the existing process
for a few more turns.”
Others believe SB 50 would go
too far. At the Lucie Stern meeting, Doria Summa, who serves on
the city’s Planning and Transportation Commission, said that SB
50 would come “at a great cost
to our community.” She cited the
Embarcadero Institute report’s
maps showing circles of transitproximate zones that would be
subject to the relaxed development standards. Many parcels
around along El Camino Real
still are governed by a height
limit of 35 feet and, as such, are
candidates for increased density
through “upzoning.”
The report also showed renderings of brightly colored, hypothetical three- and four-story
buildings standing next to existing single-story Eichlers and twostory Spanish Colonials in singlefamily (R-1) neighborhoods.
In Palo Alto, the most dramatic impact of SB 50 would be on
those R-1 neighborhoods, which
make up 23.3 percent of the city’s
geography (multi-family residential zones make up just 3.5 percent, and 58.6 percent of Palo
Alto is open space). This would be
particularly true if the city is designated as a “jobs rich” zone and
if areas nowhere near bus routes
and rail stations become eligible
for higher density.
Many SB 50 opponents see
it as an attack on the city’s suburban character. Summa (who,
like Richards, was speaking as

an individual and not on behalf
of her commission) argued that
SB 50 “will worsen parking and
traffic problems; it will strain
resources like our schools, parks
and streets; and it will likely make
rents go up not down.”
“The upshot is that over time,
there would essentially be no R-1
zones left in Palo Alto,” Summa
warned.

An analysis
disputed

S

upporters of SB 50 dismiss
such analyses as scare tactics. Development, they
note, takes place gradually and
over decades. It is inconceivable, they say, that all (or even
most) single-family homes will
be demolished to make way for
three-to-five story structures just
because of changing development
standards.
Wiener called the Embarcadero Institute report a “real hatchet
job” that was funded by people
who hate the bill, and that is based

on the faulty assumption that the Fine, who supports SB 50, disentire city of Palo Alto would be missed the Embarcadero Instidemolished and rebuilt — a sce- tute study and Stone’s and Burt’s
nario that he said is both incon- criticisms as “cherry-picking” and
“scaremongering” by people who
ceivable and not desirable.
Wiener, who grew up in a sin- are committed to resisting new
gle-family home, said he is not housing. Opponents of the bill, he
trying to discourage such homes noted, tend to ignore its provisions
relating to tenor to prevent
ant protection,
people from
i nclusiona r y
building them. ‘The status quo
housing or acAll that the bill that has led to the
commodations
is saying is, “If
for “sensitive
you’re in a job housing crisis is
areas.” Given
center or near unacceptable, and
the magnitude
public transportherefore we must
of California’s
tation, it’s not
housing crisis,
OK to mandate identify the policy
resisting bills
single-fa m ily changes needed to
like SB 50 just
homes because
isn’t an option
we want more fix the problem.’
housing and — Marc Berman, assemblyman anymore, Fine
said.
we need more
“Upzoning does increase supply
housing near transit and jobs.”
“It is not sustainable to man- and that affects both home prices
date single-family homes near and the diversity of the commugood transit,” Wiener said. “That nity in the long term,” Fine told
makes it impossible for us to elim- the Weekly. “When people fail to
inate our massive housing deficit solve problems locally that’s exactand ensures that housing will al- ly when the state should step in.”
ways be out of reach.”
Palo Alto Vice Mayor Adrian
(continued on page 18)

Gennady Sheyner

what the bills’ proponents refer
to as the state’s “housing crisis” (a term that Kirsch rejects,
preferring the milder “housing
problem.” She reserves the term
“crisis” for describing unregulated commercial development).
At a March 5 joint meeting of
the Senate Housing Committee
and the Senate Finance Committee, Wiener said that California’s
“housing deficit” is approximately
equal to the deficit of the other 49
states combined. The impacts of
the underproduction are “tragic,”
said Wiener, who now chairs the
Senate Housing Committee.
“Our housing shortage is driving people into homelessness; it
is perhaps the primary driver of
poverty in the state of California.
It is pushing families out of communities, creating supercommuters who drive and hour and a half
to two hours to work, undermining our climate goals and clogging our freeways,” Wiener said
at the meeting.
But while SB 50 has already secured the endorsement of several
big-city mayors, including San
Francisco’s London Breed, San
Jose’s Sam Liccardo and Oakland’s Libby Schaff, it is proving a
much harder sell on the Peninsula,
where mayors, council members
and grassroots groups are gearing
up for a political battle.
On March 15, mayors and city
managers from throughout San
Mateo and Santa Clara counties gathered at the Redwood
City Public Library to sound off
on SB 50 and Casa at a meeting
with state Sen. Jerry Hill. Though
the meeting was closed to the
public and the media, a reporter
standing outside the closed door
could occasionally hear, over the
sound of children playing “Dance
Dance Revolution” across the
hall, mayors complaining about
Sacramento’s “one-size-fits-all”
approach and assuring others in
the room that their community
“really does support housing,
however...”
While Palo Alto’s city planners
haven’t studied SB 50’s potential
local impacts, some former and
current officials are already warning of dire consequences. Earlier
this month, former Mayor Pat
Burt and Greer Stone, vice-chair
of the Santa Clara County Human
Rights Commission, wrote an oped in which they referred to SB 50
as a plan “to usurp local democracy and eliminate single-family
neighborhoods in Palo Alto and
throughout much of the state.”
The bill, they argued, would actually make housing less affordable
by encouraging the redevelopment
of existing homes, some of which
are modest and (relatively) affordable, with dense apartment buildings that would only be affordable
to the very wealthy. They point,
for example, to new one-bedroom
apartments at the San Antonio
Center in Mountain View, where
rents range from $3,750 to $6,675
a month.
The bill, they argued, “encourages redevelopment of what
little more-affordable housing we
have with new, high-end units,

Susan Kirsch, founder of Liveable California, talks with about 200 Palo Alto area residents about her
reasons for opposing State Senate Bill 50.
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Morin told the Weekly she was
put off by the tone of the St. Patrick’s Day meeting, which she’d
attended to learn about the bill.
The meeting, she said, was “hijacked by people who have a political goal, as opposed to talking
calmly and dispassionately about
what SB 50 was about.
“People are easily afraid now
that they can lose something valuable that they invested in, like a
house,” Morin said. “So they are
susceptible to fear-mongering. Instead of thinking about balancing
community needs, they focus on
fear.”
Wiener’s supporters can also
point to the fact that Embarcadero
Institute isn’t exactly a dispassionate analyst. Stone is the group’s
secretary. Planning Commissioner Asher Waldfogel, who tends
to be cautious on city-growth issues and who has supported Palo
Alto’s “residentialist” candidates
in their council campaigns, is the
group’s co-founder and treasurer.
Its other co-founder and president is Layton, an engineer who
also contributed thousands of
campaign dollars to Palo Alto’s
slow-growth candidates, including Councilwoman Lydia Kou
and Filseth.
In an interview with the
Weekly, Layton emphasized that
while group members certainly
have their own opinions, they
“went to great lengths to keep
it neutral.” The goal, she said,
was to get away from the usual
“YIMBY vs. NIMBY” debates,
which she called “incredibly divisive” and “intellectually lazy.”
She also noted that she herself
had supported Wiener because
she agrees with his positions on
education.
“We deliberately didn’t overstate things. We really wanted
to inform people. We wanted to
start a conversation and empower

Disclaimer: Data used to create this map is from public
sources and may not be entirely accurate or the most
recent dataset. Data sources include
MTC’s Open Data Portal, the City of
Palo Alto, and Santa Clara County.
Esri, HERE, DeLorme, MapmyIndia, © OpenStreetMap contributors, and the GIS user community

This map by the nonprofit think tank Embarcadero Institute shows the areas of Palo Alto that could be affected by SB 50. In zones within 1/4
mile of a Caltrain station, the city could not impose a limit lower than 55 feet on building heights. The city’s current height limit is 50 feet.
people to weigh in.”
Embarcadero Institute’s report
isn’t the only one analyzing the
impact of the bill. The San Francisco Planning Department recently released its own analysis
of SB 50. Because the city has

already zoned its transit-oriented
areas for higher density, SB 50
isn’t expected to have a major
impact on these parts of the city.
However, planners concluded
that the city’s low-density districts, RH-1 and RH-2 (the zoning

Veronica Weber

Palo Alto Mayor Eric Filseth outlines his opposition to SB 50 in his March 5 State of the City address at
Mitchell Park Community Center.
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designations that stand for residential lots with just one (or two)
units on them) would be affected
significantly, though probably
gradually.
The report notes that there is
“little precedent in recent history
of this level of upzoning on RH-1
and RH-2 parcels, so it is difficult
to predict how many qualifying
parcels would be proposed for full
redevelopment (i.e. demo/replacement) or proposed to add units to
existing structures through additions or subdivisions of existing
buildings.”
But, the report states, San Francisco’s passage in 2016 of legislation allowing accessory-dwelling
units in residential buildings led
to changes in “less than one tenth
of a percent of potentially eligible
properties each year.”
Still, the San Francisco report
concludes, even in higher density
districts, SB 50 would “generally
offer greater development capacity than current zoning.”
“By setting a new, higher base
density in qualifying areas (and
allowing a State Density Bonus
on top...), SB 50 is likely to result
in significantly greater housing
production across all density controlled districts, and thus would
also produce more affordable
housing through the on-site inclusionary requirement.”

More housing,
more diversity?

F

or some, a time when housing is produced in significant volume can’t come
soon enough.
Evan Goldin, a 34-year-old Palo
Alto native, said he found the conversations at the March 17 meeting frustrating. Many residents, he
said, seem reluctant to make room
for newcomers.
“That makes me quite sad, as
someone who grew up here and
still lives here and wants to have
strong bonds to the community,”
Goldin told the Weekly. “I want
my friends to be able to afford to
live here. I want my teachers and
janitors and baristas to afford a
chance to live where they work.”
Goldin said he grew up in
Crescent Park, in a single-family
home on a 9,000-square foot R-1
lot, Now, he lives in an eight-unit
complex on a 7,000-square-foot
lot. Everyone in his building
seems to be enjoying a pleasant
existence.
“The world will be OK if a few
more families live on your block,”
Goldin said.
Goldin is hardly alone in his
support for more housing density.
On March 14, about 100 people
attended a workshop by the local

Cover Story
nonprofit Palo Alto Forward en- democracy (Oakland resident
titled “Home Sweet CASA,” a Cody Hill responded to Richards’
reference to the Casa Compact, complaint about the onslaught
an ambitious set of policies for of Sacramento legislation with a
addressing the Bay Area’s hous- tweet: “Keep it up, s——throwing
ing crisis over the next 15 years, legislators of the housing caucus,
crafted by the group comprised of this is why I voted for you!”) or
cities’ council members, develop- to local control (“Almost every
ers, housing advocates, labor lead- decision made by a local governers and representatives of large ment on housing will continue to
be made at the local level. ... SB
employers.
The featured speaker at the 50 simply relaxes zoning denevent was Michael Lane, deputy sity near transit and jobs,” Wiener wrote in a
director at SiliMarch 15 post
con Valley at
on Medium).
Home (SV@ ‘We deliberately
And
even
Home), a non- didn’t overstate
if SB 50 does
profit that advotake away some
cates for afford- things. We really
land-use power
able housing wanted to inform
(its executive people. We wanted to from local jurisdictions, there’s
director was
a good reason
one of the three start a conversation
co-chairs of and empower people for that, proponents say. It was
the Casa steerlocal control,
ing committee). to weigh in.’
SV@Home is
— Gab Layton, they argue, that
one of a number
co-founder and president, got California
of new orgaEmbarcadero Institute into the housing
mess in the first
nizations now
pushing for more housing, such as place.
In a March 25 opinion piece that
Menlo Together, One San Mateo
he co-authored with Daniel Kamand Redwood City Forward.
After his presentation, Lane man, a UC Berkeley professor of
made a case for allowing higher energy, for the New York Times,
residential density to meet grow- Wiener called low-density, singlefamily-home zoning “effectively
ing housing demand.
“We love our open space and a ban on economically diverse
we all want to protect it, but that communities.” The preamble to
means we need to do infill devel- SB 50 notes that many local govopment,” Lane said. “So if you’re ernments “do not give adequate
a true environmentalist ... you attention to the economic, envineed to do the infill, you need to ronmental and social costs of dedo more density, you need to do cisions that result in disapproval
ADUs,” Lane said, referring to ac- of housing development projects,
cessory dwelling units, or in-law reduction in density of housing
projects, and excessive standards
units.
“Unless you’re just anti-human for housing development projects.
“Among the consequences of
and don’t want the population to
grow, which could be possible those actions are discrimination
too,” he added. “Misanthropy against low-income and minority households, lack of housing
solves a lot.”
Many housing advocates ve- to support employment growth,
hemently reject the notion that imbalance in jobs and housing,
the bill is an affront to either reduced mobility, urban sprawl,

By the numbers
3.5 million

California’s goal for new housing
by 2025. That housing deficit is
approximately equal to the other
49 states’ deficits combined,
according to Scott Wiener

46,000

The number of new homes that
theoretically could be built in Palo
Alto under SB 50, according to the
nonprofit Embarcadero Institute

27,577

The number of Palo Alto housing
units as of 2017

57 vs. 300

New Palo Alto housing units
approved in 2018, compared with
the city’s annual goal under the
Comprehensive Plan

55 feet

The minimum height limit that
a city could impose on housing
within 1/4 mile of a Caltrain
station, under SB 50

23.3% vs. 3.5%

Palo Alto acreage devoted to
single-family (R-1) zoning versus
multi-family zoning

15% to 25%*

The percentage of below-marketrate housing that must be offered
in a new market-rate residential
development, under SB 50

16%

The percentage of affordable
housing Palo Alto produced
between 2007 and 2014 out of
state’s allocation of 1,874 units

excessive commuting, and air
quality deterioration,” the bill
states.
Supporters of SB 50 also see
the basic philosophy behind SB
50 — concentrating housing near
transit — as largely consistent
with cities’ own land-use plans.
Elaine Uang, president of Palo
Alto Forward, noted that Palo
Alto’s recently amended Comprehensive Plan, which sets a goal
of producing about 300 housing
units per year, largely targets
transit-oriented areas around
downtown and California Avenue.
Uang noted that despite adopting these policies in November
2017, the city has only approved
a few developments since: 59
below-market-rate apartments on
Wilton Court and a 57-apartment
complex at the corner of El Camino and Page Mill Road.
“That’s not a picture of success,” Uang told the Weekly. “I
think we need some incentives,
and these take different shapes
and forms — some are financial,
some are regulatory.”

The debate
over cities’
accomplishments

T

he notion that cities, when
left to their own devices,
aren’t doing their fair share
is also reflected in the July 2018
report from the Santa Clara
County Civil Grand Jury, which
issued 39 findings and recommendations for incentivizing production of affordable housing. A
city, the report stated, “marches to
the beat of its populace, and with
citizen resistance, the affordablehousing crisis continues.”
When it came to meeting its
housing allocation in the state’s
Regional Housing Needs Allocation (RHNA) cycle for the years
2007-14, Palo Alto was 14th out of
15 cities in the county, the report
stated. During this period, the city
issued permits for 1,080 units,
which comprised 38 percent of its
2,860-unit allocation. The city’s
record on affordable housing was

even worse: Permits were issued
for 293 below-market-rate units,
or 16 percent of its allocation of
1,874 units.
But mayors point to recent actions that they have taken to spur
the development of housing as
evidence that they’re working to
solve the problem. Palo Alto, for
example, recently eased rules for
the addition of accessory-dwelling units to residential properties
and created a “housing incentive
program” that allowed residential
developments in the downtown
area to be roughly three times as
dense as before.
(While these policies have been
instituted, it’s worth remembering
that both directly resulted from
Sacramento legislation. The incentive program was created explicitly to give builders an alternative to SB 35, a Wiener-authored
law that created a streamlined approval process that bypassed local
authority for qualified residential
projects.)
Beyond Palo Alto, Peninsula
(continued on page 20)

SPRING2019

The Genius of Leonardo da Vinci:
A 500th Anniversary Celebration
Leonardo da Vinci, who died on May 2, 1519, observed the world around him—“all the
manifest works of nature,” as he put it—with boundless curiosity and inexhaustible patience.
This eight-week course commemorates the 500th anniversary of Leonardo’s death, bringing
together scholars from several disciplines—history, music, art history, and the history of
science—to address the work of a great and endlessly fascinating mind.
Speakers include special guests from Italy: Paolo Galluzzi, Director, Museo Galileo, Florence, and
Federica Favino, Research Fellow and Lecturer in History of Science, La Sapienza University, Rome.
Topics include: The Challenge of the Portrait • The Ideal Church • The World of Renaissance
Mathematics • History of the Earth and the Fate of Man • Anatomy and Engineering • Science of
Music • Insights on Perception and the Search for the Soul

For a complete listing of speakers and topics, please visit csp.stanford.edu/daVinci

8 weeks, April 16–June 4, 2019
Tuesdays, 7:00–8:50 pm

14th

Stanford Continuing Studies offers a broad range of on-campus and online courses in liberal arts and sciences,
creative writing, and professional and personal development. Courses are taught by notable Stanford faculty,
experienced professionals, and leaders in their fields. All adults are welcome to attend.

*If a city has no inclusionary-housing standard

Learn more and register: csp.stanford.edu/daVinci

More than 200

The number of housing-related
bills being introduced in the
state’s current legislative season

Palo Alto’s ranking out of 15 Santa
Clara County cities on housing
production between 2007 and 2014
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SB 50
(continued from page 19)

mayors voiced similar sentiments
regarding their efforts and the
dangers of SB 50. At the March
15 meeting in Redwood City, Hill
told the Weekly he heard several
consistent themes. Everyone felt
housing was a major problem
and that all cities share the goal
of trying to fix the problem, Hill
said. Mayors were also very vocal
about the good work that they had
already accomplished, whether it
be the housing that they had permitted or the projects that are now
in the pipeline.

But the mayors also shared
what Hill called a “real sense of
injustice.”
“They felt they were representing their communities in the best
way they could, kind of preserving the community standards and
culture that they had, and the state
was coming in and proscribing
exactly where they should construct higher density housing,”
Hill said.
Many felt that SB 50 fails to
recognize both the cities’ accomplishments and the city leaders’
ability to decide what parts of
their communities are best suited
for density, he said.
Burlingame Mayor Donna
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and
the

Colson called SB 50 an “overreach from Sacramento” and
pointed to her city’s recent actions to promote housing, which
include upzoning sites near the
BART station to allow 20 percent
growth. The city also has 1,200
housing units currently in production, she said.
“Here we are, moving the ball
forward and getting things done
in a little town like Burlingame,”
Colson said. “We’ve managed
to pass a general plan after four
years with a lot of community
conversation. ... Now, we’re being
shamed and called out by Sacramento and Senator Wiener and
Assemblyman Chiu like somehow we’re an obstructionist city.
“Goes to show a lack of understanding in Sacramento
about what’s going on on the
Peninsula.”
Filseth shares that view. He
told the Weekly that he believes
the state has an important role to

Housing’s troubled
history of discrimination
Federal law, local covenants created
segregated neighborhoods, cities

PRESENT

2019
Financial Conference
“Knowledge Pays Dividends”

Saturday, March 30
8:30am-3:45pm
Mitchell Park Community Center,
3700 Middleﬁeld Rd, Palo Alto
Choice of three workshops
• Assessing Your
Retirement Readiness
• The ABCs of IRAs
• Managing your
Finances as you Age
• All About Medicare
• Smart Tax Moves
• Managing Investments
and Cash Flow
• Planning for
Long Term Care
• Social Security
Claiming Strategies
• Living Your Legacy and
Making a Difference

REGISTRATION:
Advance tickets
$55 per person
or $60 at door Includes lunch!

Call (650) 289-5445 for
more information or sign up
at www.avenidas.org
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play, particularly in preventing
“bad behavior” by cities, which
to him means allowing massive
commercial developments without requiring a commensurate
amount of housing. Such actions
effectively shove housing and
traffic problems onto neighboring
communities.
At the same time, he said he
believes that Sacramento should
not be “micromanaging zoning
in neighborhoods” (a characterization that Wiener strongly
disputes).
“I think it would be very difficult for the state to get it right, and
it’s improper to take (that right)
away from the people who live
there,” Filseth told the Weekly
during a “Behind the Headlines”
webcast.
He acknowledged that many
people in Palo Alto believe the
city should place more apartment buildings in single-family
neighborhoods, including Eichler

by Gennady Sheyner

F

or proponents of State
Senate Bill 50, the proposal isn’t just a way to get
California out of its worsening
housing crisis. It is also a chance
to redress grievances from the
past by creating housing that’s
affordable to all, including lowincome residents and minorities
who have been previously discriminated against.
At a March 5 joint meeting of
the Senate Housing and Finance
committees, Nancy Skinner, the
state senator representing Berkeley and one of the co-authors of
SB 50, cited Richard Rothstein’s
book, “The Color of Law: A
Forgotten History of How Our
Government Segregated America.” In the book, Rothstein, a
historian and UC Berkeley academic, surveys federal, state and
local policies — as well as real
estate and banking schemes —
that promoted racial segregation
in cities across America.
Palo Alto residents don’t
have to go far to see the effects
of these policies. Rothstein recalled, for example, Wallace
Stegner’s effort in the mid-1940s
to build 400 housing units (and
community amenities) for Stanford University faculty and staff.
Though Stegner’s cooperative
was able to purchase of a 260acre ranch near campus for the
planned development, it could
not secure financing or Fedral
Housing Administration (FHA)
loans because the cooperative
included three African-American families, out of 150 total.
“In 1950, the association
sold its land to a private developer whose FHA agreement

specified that no properties be
sold to African Americans. The
builder then constructed individual homes for sale to whites
in ‘Ladera,’ a subdivision that
still adjoins the Stanford campus,” Rothstein writes.
Rothstein also recounts the
practice of “blockbusting” in
East Palo Alto, which began
in 1954 when a resident of a
white-only area in East Palo
Alto sold his house to a black
family. Floyd Lowe, president
of the California Real Estate
Association, and other agents
immediately began running ads
warning of an imminent “invasion” by African-Americans,
prompting white families to sell
at discounted prices to agents
and speculators.
“African-Americans, desperate for housing, purchased
the homes at inflated prices,”
Rothstein writes. “Within
a three-month period, one
agent alone sold 60 previously
white-owned properties to
African-Americans.”
Within six years, the population of East Palo Alto was 82
percent black, he noted, and
conditions were deteriorating as
African Americans who were
excluded from other neighborhoods doubled up in singlefamily homes.
Matt Bowling, a local historian and teacher, similarly cited
Palo Alto’s history of housing
discrimination on his website
PaloAltoHistory.org.
“While there have certainly
been many instances of racial
brotherhood and tolerance in
Palo Alto, anyone looking back

TALK ABOUT IT

PaloAltoOnline.com
What do you think of SB 50? Join
the discussion about it on Town
Square, the community forum at
PaloAltoOnline.com/square.

communities where single-story
buildings with large glass windows are the norm. It would be
perfectly proper for the city to
have that debate and, if the majority prevails, to go in that direction,
he said.
“It’s one thing if we decide to
do it ourselves in town and say,
‘Yes, the majority of our people
way to go that way,’ and we do it,”
Filseth said. “A few years later,
if we like it, we do more. If we
don’t like it, we say, ‘We’ve got
to revisit that and not do that anymore.’ But if Sacramento does it,
it’s done.
“I think the importance of the
local ability to balance those
kinds of needs is very important.

into the city’s history must come
to terms with the role that racism
and bigotry played in the unfair
treatment of African-Americans
and other minorities,” Bowling
wrote.
“For instance, the majority of
subdivisions established in the
city between 1925 and 1950 included the following clause: ‘No
person not wholly of the white
Caucasian race shall use or occupy such property unless such
person or persons are employed
as servants of the occupants.’”
Other discrimination was
more informal or took the form
of failed proposals to create segregated neighborhods within the
city.
“Housing discrimination
has led to the creation of ‘two
Americas’ right in our midst,”
Bowling wrote of the growing
racial divide driven by real estate practices. “While largely
poor and minority East Palo
Alto suffers from crime, unemployment and a troubled school
system, just across the freeway
Palo Alto thrives after decades
of excluding blacks.”
According to an recent report by UC Berkeley’s Urban
Displacement Project and the
California Housing Partnership,
the current housing crisis further contributes to segregation,
with communities of color being
particularly vulnerable to the
impact of rapid rent increases in
the region. The report, “Rising
Housing Costs and Re-Segregation in the San Francisco Bay
Area,” found that a 30 percent
increase in median rent in certain U.S. Census tracts was associated with a simultaneous 28
percent decrease in low-income
households of color (the same
was not true for low-income
white households).
“Rising costs and migration
patterns are contributing to new
concentrations of segregation
and poverty in the region,” the
report states. Q

Cover Story
Essentially, what some of those
mandates do is basically take
away voters’ ability to decide
what their community looks
like. I think that’s a direction we
shouldn’t go in this country, let
alone in the state.”

Looking to the
Legislature

I

n the three months since
Wiener unveiled SB 50, both
sides have gathered growing
momentum. During the March
17 meeting, Kirsch of Livable
California cited the group’s recent inroads in Los Angeles and
San Diego and announced her
group’s plans to organize trips
to Sacramento in April to speak
out against SB 50 and other
housing bills that diminish local
control.
Kirsch also talked about the
need to “change the narrative”
from the “housing crisis” that
Wiener is talking about the “real
crisis” of unregulated commercial
development, which is exacerbating the challenge of affording a
home. In her call to action, Kirsch
encouraged residents to contact
their elected representatives,
write editorials and host town-hall
meetings to spread the word about
pending state legislation. She also
invited residents to a “lobby day”
in Sacramento on March 26.
One of her organization’s goals,
she said, is to foster more citizen
engagement.
“This is looking like a reinvigorated citizenry, and we’re just in
time,” Kirsch told the Palo Alto
crowd, drawing cheers.
Brand of Redondo Beach also
earned applause after he informed
the attendees about his push to
change the California constitution through a citizen initiative
to protect communities’ rights to
set their own zoning policies. He
called the proposed amendment
“a bombshell.”

“That is going to undercut, un- that momentum over the coming
dermine all of Sacramento’s effort months, as the bill moves through
and they’re nervous about that. ... the various committees en route
I think the initiative is really the to the full Senate (the first Housneutron bomb for them.”
ing Committee meeting on SB50
Housing advocates, meanwhile, is scheduled to take place on
can point to SB 50’s growing list April 2). This will entail convincof endorsers, including AARP, ing some of his currently skeptithe National Resources Defense cal colleagues in the Legislature
Council, the California League to back the effort.
of Conservation
While the bill
Voters and, most
is still getting
recently, the ‘The local ability
hashed out, WieBART Board of to balance those
ner has some
Directors. Dereasons to feel
spite some res- kinds of needs is
optimistic. Both
ervations about very important.
of Palo Alto’s
the loss of lo- Essentially, what
representatives
cal control and
in Sacramento
concerns about some of those
have praised
what the final mandates do is
Wiener’s efforts
bill will actuto address the
ally include, the basically take away
state’s housing
board voted 5-3 voters’ ability to
crisis, even if
at its March 14 decide what their
they have yet to
meeting to suptake an official
community looks
port SB 50.
stand on the bill.
In explain- like. I think that’s
Assemblyman
ing his aye vote,
Marc Berman,
BART Director a direction we
a former Palo
Robert Raburn shouldn’t go in this
Alto councilpointed to the country, let alone in man, told the
recent period
Weekly that he
of job growth, the state.’
shares the bill’s
which has out—Eric Filseth, goals and compaced housing
mayor, Palo Alto mended Wiener
production.
“for his deter“Our own policy on transit- mined pursuit of solutions that
oriented development essentially will increase the supply of houslit the fuse, and that’s helped to ing throughout California.”
rocket this development around
“If we all truly cared about the
our stations. And now Senate housing crisis and the impact it
Bill 50 gives us additional tools is having on our most vulnerable
for our property and extends the neighbors as much as Senator
development priorities up to half Wiener does, we never would have
a mile from our stations,” Raburn found ourselves in such a deep
said. “This is incredibly positive.” crisis in the first place,” Berman
Buoyed by the endorsement, told the Weekly in an emailed
Wiener tweeted on March 19 that statement. “The status quo that
his bill is “gaining momentum.”
has led to the housing crisis is
“It’s still a hard road — chal- unacceptable, and therefore we
lenging the status quo is never must identify the policy changes
easy — but we have a grow- needed to fix the problem.”
ing support coalition,” Wiener
Hill, for his part, said he is
tweeted.
sensitive to the concerns of the
The challenge for Wiener and communities he represents about
other proponents is maintaining losing discretion on designating

housing sites. But he also praised
Wiener for being responsive to
input and noted that the bill continues to evolve. Hill said that he
learned last Friday about some
new amendments in the works
that would give the cities more
discretion on zoning, a change
that may address some of his (and
his constituents’) most significant
concerns.
“The best use of my efforts at
this point is to work with the author and to work with communities and legislators and mold it in
a way that works best for all the
communities,” Hill said.
Wiener called SB 50 a “hard
and controversial bill” and said
it will “no doubt have additional
amendments” before it could be
ready for passage.
“It has been — and will continue to be — on a journey, and we
continue to welcome constructive
feedback from cities and members
of the public,” Wiener said. “Some
people categorically oppose it and
that’s their right. Others choose
constructive feedback.”

Wiener said he has already garnered far more support for SB 50
than he did last year for SB 827,
but he acknowledged that he remains far from the finish line.
“We’re not guaranteed to pass
it,” Wiener said. “We’re working
hard to build support and build
momentum for it. But we have a
shot.” Q
Staff Writer Gennady Sheyner
can be emailed at gsheyner@
paweekly.com.
About the cover: Photo
illustration by Veronica
Weber, Paul Llewellyn.

WATCH MORE ONLINE

PaloAltoOnline.com

This week’s “Behind the Headlines”
webcast and podcast will feature
SB 50 proponent and Palo Alto
Vice Mayor Adrian Fine and SB 50
opponent and Santa Clara County
Human Rights Commission Vice
Chair Greer Stone discussing the bill.
Go to YouTube.com/paweekly/videos
and PaloAltoOnline.com/podcasts.

Avenidas Announces New CARE FORUM

FREE MONTHLY
CAREGIVING WORKSHOPS
SAT. APRIL 6th • 11 am to 2 pm
Pro-Active Planning for Adult Children
and Concerned Loved Ones
Free lunch included. Dr. Ellen Brown & Dr. Rita Ghatak

Check our website for upcoming workshops!
COME MEET OUR EXPERTS
The Avenidas Care Forum is uniquely
positioned to beneﬁt you and your loved ones
because our expert presenters have been on
the front lines of elder-patient care services
for years. They will provide insider information
as to how family caregivers should navigate
complex levels of care transitions, minimize
stress, cultivate resilience, and thrive!

RESERVE YOUR SPACE
CALL (659) 289-5400

AVENIDAS.ORG

Ellen Brown M.D
ellenbrown.com

Rita Ghatak, PhD.
aging101.org

TOOLS FOR POSITIVE AGING

UPCOMING WORKSHOPS

Veronica Weber

An example of transit-oriented development, the Palo Alto Central condominium complex, built in the
1980s, is located next to the California Avenue Caltrain station. The condos range from 764 to 1,311
square feet and currently sell for a median price of $1,375,000, according to Neighborhoods.com.

270 Escuela Ave. Mountain View

SAT
MAY
4

From Chaos to Conﬁdence: Navigating Home,
ER, Hospital, Rehab
11 am-2 pm. Free lunch included | Dr. Rita Ghatak

SAT
JUNE
1

Caregiving Conversations About Quality
of LIfe and Treatment Options
11 am-2 pm. Free lunch included | Dr. Ellen Brown

SAT
AUG
3

The Emotional Work Inherent Within Caregiving
11 am-2 pm. Free lunch included
Paula Wolfson, LCSW
Manager of Avenidas Care Partners

SAT
OCT
12

The Cost of Caregiving: Budgeting for Respite Resources
11 am-2 pm. Free lunch included
Kristina Lugo, Director, Avenidas Rose Kleiner Center
Minda Cuther, MBA, Director, Love and Order

SAT
NOV
2

Caregiver Health and Wellness Strategies
11 am-2 pm. Free lunch included
Dr. Ellen Brown & Dr. Rita Ghatak

SAT
DEC
7

Caregiver Empowerment and Advocacy:
Your Voice, Your Visions
11 am-2 pm. Free lunch included
Paula Wolfson, LCSW
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G U I D E TO 2019 S U M M E R C A M P S FO R K I D S
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For more information about these camps visit paloaltoonline.com/camp_connection. To advertise in this weekly directory, call (650) 326-8210.

ACADEMICS
Harker Summer Programs

San Jose

The Harker School’s summer programs for children K - grade 12
offer the perfect balance of learning and fun! Programs are led
by dedicated faculty and staff who are experts at combining
summer fun and learning. Strong academics and inspiring
enrichment programs are offered in full day, partial and morning
only sessions.

www.harker.org/summer

(408) 553-5737

i2 Camp at Castilleja School

Palo Alto

i2 Camp offers week-long immersion programs that engage
middle school girls in the fields of science, technology,
engineering and math (STEM). The fun and intimate hands-on
activities of the courses strive to excite and inspire participants
about STEM, creating enthusiasm that will hopefully spill over to
their schoolwork and school choices in future years.

www.castilleja.org/i2camp

(650) 470-7833

iD Tech

Stanford/Bay Area

The world’s #1 summer STEM program held at Stanford, Palo Alto
High School, and 150+ locations nationwide. With innovative
courses in coding, game development, robotics, and design,
our programs instill in-demand skills that embolden students
to shape the future. iD Tech Camps (weeklong, 7-17), Alexa Café
(weeklong, all-girls, 10-15), iD Tech Academies (2-week, 13-18).

idtech.com/locations/california-summer-camps/
(844) 788-1858
stanford-university

City of Mountain View
Recreation

Mountain View

Come have a blast with us this summer! We have something for
everyone – Recreation Camps, Specialty Camps, Sports Camps,
Swim Lessons, and more! Programs begin June 4 – register early!

www.mountainview.gov/register

City of Palo Alto Summer Camps

(650) 903-6331

Palo Alto

www.KimGrantTennis.com

www.cityofpaloalto.org/summercamps
(650) 463-4949

Nike Tennis Camps

Community School of Music

Mountain View

Community School of Mountain View Music and Arts (CSMA)
Mountain View 50+ creative camps for Gr. K-8! Drawing, Painting,
Ceramics, Sculpture, Musical Theater, Summer Music Workshops,
more! One and two-week sessions; full and half-day enrollment.
Extended care from 8:30am-5:30pm. Financial aid offered.

www.arts4all.org

Oshman Family JCC Camps

Palo Alto

Camps at the OFJCC introduce your child to new experiences
while creating friendships in a fun and safe environment. We
work to build confidence, stretch imaginations and teach new
skills.

www.paloaltojcc.org/Camps

(650) 223-8622

EXPLORE biomedical science at Stanford. Stanford EXPLORE
offers high school students the unique opportunity to learn from
Stanford professors and graduate students about diverse topics
in biomedical science, including bioengineering, neurobiology,
immunology and many others.

PACCC summer camps offer campers, grades 1st to 6th, a wide
variety of engaging opportunities. We are excited to announce
all of your returning favorites: Leaders in Training (L.I.T.), PACCC
Special Interest Units (S.I.U.), F.A.M.E. (Fine Arts, Music and
Entertainment), J.V. Sports and Operation: Chef! Periodic field
trips, special visitors and many engaging camp activities, songs
and skits round out the variety of offerings at PACCC Summer
Camps. Open to campers from all communities. Register online.

Palo Alto

June 26 to July 23. If you’re looking for a great summer learning
plus fun option for your child and you want them to be ready
for fall, please join us at Sand Hill. The morning Literacy Program
(8:30 to noon) provides structured, systematic instruction for
students with learning challenges entering grades 1-8 in the
fall. The afternoon Enrichment Camp (Noon to 4) focuses on
performing arts, social skills and fun. Choose morning, afternoon
or full day.

www.sandhillschool.org/summer

Write Now!
Summer Writing Camps

(650) 688-3605

Palo Alto
Pleasanton

Improve your student’s writing skills this summer at Emerson
School of Palo Alto and Hacienda School of Pleasanton.
Courses this year are Expository Writing, Creative Writing and
Presentation Skills. Visit our website for more information.

www.headsup.org

Emerson: (650) 424-1267
Hacienda: (925) 485-5750

ARTS, CULTURE, OTHER CAMPS
Art and Soul Camp

Palo Alto

Art, cooking, tinkering, yoga and mindfulness. We celebrate
multiple perspectives and recognize the many ways for our
children to interpret their world. Summer Unplugged! is
appropriate for ages 6-11 years. Located at Walter Hays School.

www.artandsoulpa.com

Castilleja Summer Camp
for Girls Palo Alto

(650) 269-0423

Palo Alto

Casti Camp offers girls entering gr. 2-6 a range of age-appropriate
activities including athletics, art, science, computers, writing,
crafts, cooking, drama and music classes each day along with
weekly field trips. Leadership program available for girls entering
gr. 7-9.

www.castilleja.org/summercamp

(650) 470-7833

www.paccc.org

Palo Alto

(650) 493-2361

Stanford Jazz Workshop

Stanford

World-renowned jazz camps at Stanford. Week-long jazz
immersion programs for middle school musicians (July 8-12),
high school (July 14-19 and and July 21-26), and adults (July 28Aug. 2). All instruments and vocals. No jazz experience necessary!

www.stanfordjazz.org

TheatreWorks
Silicon Valley

(650) 736-0324

Palo Alto
Menlo Park

April 1 - 5, June 3 - August 2. Kids have fun, create a character, and
learn lifelong performance skills at TheatreWorks Silicon Valley’s
Theatre Camps. TheatreWorks offers camps during spring break
(offered in Palo and Menlo Park, April 1 - 5) and summer camps
(six sessions offered in Palo Alto, Menlo Park, and Los Altos
between June 3 - August 2) for children and youth in grades K-6.
Professional teaching artists lead students in activities including
acting, dance, play writing, and stagecraft skills. Sibling discounts
and extended care available.

www.theatreworks.org/education

(650) 463-7146

ATHLETICS
Dance Connection Palo Alto

Palo Alto

Share the joy of dance with us! Our studio is an extended family
and a “home away from home” for our community of children
and teens. At Dance Connection, we value the positive energy
and atmosphere that we continuously strive to provide. Summer
Dance Camps include all styles of dance for ages 4 and up and
features our new “This is Me!” Empowerment Camp along with
Teen Jazz and Hip Hop Camps. A Summer Session for ages 3 to
adults will be offered from June 3-August 2.

www.danceconnectionpaloalto.com/danceconnection-event-calendar/summer-dance-camps
(650) 852-0418 or (650) 322-7032
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Text: 650-690-0678
Call: 650-752-8061

Bay Area

Junior overnight and day tennis camps for boys and girls, ages
9-18 offered throughout June, July and August. Adult weekend
clinics available June and August. Camps directed by head
men’s coach, Paul Goldstein, head women’s coach, Lele Forood,
and associate men’s and women’s coaches, Brandon Coupe
and Frankie Brennan. Join the fun and get better at tennis this
summer.

www.ussportscamps.com

(800) NIKE-CAMP
(800) 645-3226

(650) 917-6800 ext. 0

Palo Alto Community
Child Care (PACCC)

Summer at Sand Hill School

Palo Alto
Monterey Bay

Fun and specialized Junior Camps for Mini (3-5), Beginner,
Intermediate, Advanced, High Performance and Elite tennis
levels. Weekly programs designed by Kim Grant to improve
player technique, fitness, agility, mental toughness and all
around game. Weekly camps in Palo Alto and Sleep-Away Camps
in Monterey Bay. SO MUCH FUN!

A wide array of camps, from theater and tennis to ceramics and
coding. Kids in kindergarten through high school can participate
in camps during week-long sessions from June 3 to Aug 9.

STANFORD EXPLORE: A Lecture Series on
Biomedical Research
Stanford

explore.stanford.edu explore-series@stanford.edu

Kim Grant Tennis
Summer Camps

Run for Fun Camps

Bay Area

Run for Fun’s mission is to provide creative and engaging play
for all youth by getting kids active in an inclusive community
centered around outdoor fun! We pride ourselves on hiring
an enthusiastic, highly trained staff who love what they do.
Summer 2019 features four weeks of Adventure Day Camp and
two weeks of Overnight Camp High Five. Adventure Day Camp
is a new discovery every day filled with sports, crafts and nature,
including explorations to Camp Jones Gulch, Capitola Beach,
Foothills Park, Shoreline Lake and Great America. Camp High Five
is six days and five nights of traditional overnight camp mixed
with challenge-by-choice activities, campfires, friendships and
lots of laughter.

www.runforfuncamps.com/summer-camps-andschool-holiday-camps/camp-overview
(650) 823-5167

Stanford Athletics & Youth

Stanford

Stanford Youth Programs brings you Camp Cardinal! Week-long
day camp programs on campus for kids (grades K – 10) from June
3 – August 9. Space is limited so register online now.

campcardinal.org

(650) 736-5436

Stanford Baseball Camps

Stanford

At Sunken Diamond on the campus of Stanford University. A
variety of camps are offered to benefit a wide range of age
groups and skill sets. Campers will gain instruction in several
baseball skills, fundamentals, team concepts, and game play.

www.stanfordbaseballcamp.com

Stanford Water Polo Camps

(650) 725-2054

Stanford

New to water polo or have experience, we have a camp for you.
Half day or full day options for boys and girls ages 7 and up. All
camps provide fundamental skills, scrimmages and games.

www.stanfordwaterpolocamps.com (650) 725-9016

Wheel Kids
Bike Camps

Addison Elementary,
Palo Alto

Adventure Riding Camp for rising 1st - 8th gr, Two Wheelers Club
for rising K - 3rd gr. Week-long programs from 8:30 - 4, starting
June 3rd. Join us as we embark on bicycling adventures for the
more experienced rider or help those just learning to ride.

www.wheelkids.com/palo-alto

(650) 646-5435

YMCA of Silicon Valley
Summer Camps

Silicon Valley

At the Y, children and teens of all abilities acquire new skills, make
friends, and feel that they belong. With hundreds of Summer Day
Camps plus Overnight Camps, you will find a camp that’s right
for your family. Sign up today, camps are filling up! Financial
assistance is available.

www.ymcasv.org/summercamp

(408) 351-6473

Arts & Entertainment

Khoi Huynh

A weekly guide to music, theater, art, culture, books and more, edited by Karla Kane

Cubberley Stock lets the public pick the art |

A

Walsh, who served as the event’s organizer
and emcee in addition to chef, leads Oakland
Stock, part of the international Sunday Soup
network that’s “supporting artists’ projects
one bowl of soup at a time.”
The goal, Walsh said, is not only to fund an
art project and have a good time doing it but
also to consider the sometimes-nebulous issue of what leads to success in the art world.
“It’s not just a nice thing to do to support
artists. I’m transparent about having an open
arts dialogue,” she said.
Since she started Oakland Stock in 2012,
“almost all of the projects that win have been
socially conscious or curatorial projects,” she
noted. “It’s rarely been a traditional, supportmy-series-of-paintings sort of thing.”
The Stock events strive to be eco-friendly
and socially conscious as well, with Walsh
sourcing her ingredients from local, organic
and minority-owned farms whenever possible (and at Cubberley Stock, Palo Alto Public Art Program Coordinator Nadya Chuprina and program assistant Brittany Amante
served the goodies in compostable dishes

Khoi Huynh

multimedia installation designed to
showcase the faces, voices and stories
of Cubberley Community Center was
declared the winner of Cubberley Stock: a
dinner party and micro-grant competition
sponsored by the Palo Alto Public Art Program and hosted by artist/chef Lexa Walsh.
On March 24, around 60 people gathered
in the Cubberley Art Lab to sup on Walsh’s
kale-and-bean soup, green salad and other
refreshments, including dessert from nearby
Rick’s Rather Rich Ice Cream and tea and
coffee from Peet’s and Teaspoon. They
also heard and voted on five-minute “elevator pitches” from six teams of artists, all of
whom were competing for the chance to create a temporary public-art project to enliven
the aging Cubberley facility. The winning
artists received the proceeds from the soldout event’s admission fee ($15-$25 per person), plus matching funds from the city’s art
program.
“What makes a project fundable?” Walsh
asked at the event. Is it the aesthetics? The
social good? The feasibility?

by Karla Kane

Gunn High School track coach and local fitness trainer Michael Granville proposes
his idea for an “artletics” festival combining arts with athletics.

with real silverware.)
The Palo Alto event differed slightly from
typical Oakland Stocks due to the Cubberleyspecific proposals, the city’s matching funds
and the project’s public nature.
Many of the March 24 proposals spoke to
Cubberley’s role as home to a wide variety of
programs and activities as well as the need
for more general awareness of and connection between its diverse users.
Trevor Tubelle, with the slogan, “The art
is yours to make: Let’s play!”, proposed an
interactive board game/drawing experience
involving several card tables and chairs with
custom game boards that would become
filled with images drawn by the community
over the course of the project. As a sample, he
provided sticky notes and gave everyone 30
seconds to draw themselves engaged in one
of the many activities hosted at Cubberley.
Gunn High School track coach and fitness
trainer Michael Granville presented his idea
for a day of free “artletic” events, combining
sports and fitness with visual and performing
arts, such as pairing Pilates with poetry and
painting with pickleball. He was hoping, he
said, to see “artletics” become a “new classic combo” in the mold of peanut butter and
jelly.
Barbara Boissevain, a member of the citysponsored Cubberley Studio Artist Program,
suggested covering an exterior wall with
large-scale prints from her continuing series
of aerial photographs documenting the restoration of the South Bay salt ponds to their
natural state. People are longing for positive
environmental news in the region, she said,
and seeing evidence could empower them to
take action.
Elaine Jek proposed “Ariadne’s Gift.” Inspired by the Ancient Greek tale of Ariadne
spinning a thread to lead Theseus out of
the labyrinth, her project would involve the
community helping to create a large, colorful cord decorated with meaningful objects

(Top) Cubberley Stock winners
Martha Sakellariou and Jennifer Lee
will create a multimedia public-art
installation for Cubberley Community
Center in the coming months. Photo
by Martha Sakellariou. (Inset) Kaleand-bean soup prepared by artist/chef
Lexa Walsh.
connected to Cubberley. This cord would
help connect the labyrinthine areas of the
facility, where each room, she said, “is like
its own little world.” She brought a prototype
that included feathers from birds at the Palo
Alto Junior Museum and Zoo (currently stationed at Cubberley) and silk ballet-slipper
ribbons from Dance Connection.
Stanford University student Shirin Towfiq
and Oakland artist Maggie Lawson drew
cheers when they mentioned that they’d use
part of the winning funds to pay themselves
a stipend.
“You all value artistic labor,” Lawson told
the crowd, thanking them for supporting
working artists. Their proposal, “My Family
is Here Too,” would bring together archival
family photos and stories in a series of “intimate installations” at Cubberley, with the
slogan, “Bring your personal life to work.”
After a general secret-ballot vote, followed
by a runoff against Jek, Martha Sakellariou
and Jennifer Lee’s “The Cubberley Project”
was declared the victor.
Lee and Sakellariou envision an audiovisual installation that will share some of
the “hidden” stories happening at Cubberley, which they called a “great source of human energy” within an anonymous-feeling
facility. Not the tech-driven, “young, male
billionaire” success stories the mainstream
connects with Silicon Valley but the regular
folks from all backgrounds who use Cubberley to play, work, teach and learn. Example
slides showed courtyard displays of large
photos and text along with headphones, so
passersby can listen to people in their own
voices and words.
(continued on page 26)
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Arts & Entertainment
READ MORE ONLINE PaloAltoOnline.com
‘Something wicked this
way comes ...’
Troy Johnson, Roneet Rahamim and
Sarah Haas play a trio of ominous
witches in Dragon Productions Theatre
Company’s “Macbeth.” For a full
review of “Macbeth” and more arts
and entertainment coverage, go to
PaloAltoOnline.com/arts. Photo by
Lance Huntley.

Cubberley Stock
(continued from page 25)

“We will find and tell the stories
of the people who offer their passion, skill, time and culture to serve
the local community,” Sakellariou
told the Weekly.
Sakellariou’s most recent installations used private Palo Alto
homes as site-specific, interactive
art spaces.
“The approach to ‘The Cubberley Project’ will be very similar but
of a much bigger scale,” she said. It
would also, like Cubberley Stock,
open with a great party. In addition
to paying for materials, she and Lee
added, they’d also use the funding
for refreshments.
Before voting, attendees debated
which proposals seemed most feasible, which weren’t fleshed out

enough and which best suited the
site. Palo Alto Public Art Director
Elise DeMarzo, who reached out
to Walsh to bring the project to the
Peninsula, expressed appreciation
for the successful turnout as part of
an effort “to make sure the arts stay
central at Cubberley.”
Sakellariou and Lee beamed at
the evening’s end, as Walsh handed
them $1,680 in cash. “Our promise for a party is real!” Sakellariou
said.
Winning is a great joy and honor,
she later told the Weekly. “We are
looking forward to collaborate with
the people of Cubberley and City of
Palo Alto to bring it to life.” Q
The next Oakland Stock event
will be held March 31. For more
information, go to oaklandstock.
tumblr.com.
Arts & Entertainment Editor
Karla Kane can be emailed at
kkane@paweekly.com.

C e l e br at e t h e C l a s s ic s
Menlo Tavern is Menlo Park’s new convivial restaurant
and bar that celebrates the age-old tradition of gathering
over delicious food and drink.
650-330-2790 | 100 EL CAMINO RE AL , MENLO PARK
menlotavern.com

HERSHEY FELDER

A Paris Love Story
FEATURING THE MUSIC OF

CLAUDE DEBUSSY

TheatreWorks
S I L I C O N V A L L E Y

TICKETS GOING FAST!

April 3–May 5
Mountain View Center for the Performing Arts
theatreworks.org 650.463.1960
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See ‘Dumbo’
review online

Answers to this week’s puzzles, which can be found on page 43.

“Dumbo”++1/2 (Century 16
& 20, Icon). The remake of
Disney’s classic “Dumbo” takes
flight under director Tim Burton,
providing viewers a feast for the
senses. paloaltoonline.com/arts/.

MOVIES NOW SHOWING
The Aftermath (R)
Century 20: Fri. - Sun.

Alita: Battle Angel (PG-13) ++1/2
Apollo 11 (Not Rated)

How To Train Your Dragon: The Hidden World (PG) +++
Century 16: Fri. - Sun. Century 20: Fri. - Sun.

Palo Alto Square: Fri. - Sun.
Century 20: Fri. - Sun.

Century 16: Fri. - Sun.

The Mustang (R)
Century 20: Fri. - Sun.

Century 20: Fri. - Sun.

Palo Alto Square: Fri. - Sun.

No Manches Frida 2 (R)
Century 16: Fri. - Sun. Century 20: Fri. - Sun.

Captain Marvel (PG-13) +++
Century 16: Fri. - Sun. Century 20: Fri. - Sun.

Notorious (1946) (Not Rated)
Stanford Theatre: Fri. - Sun.

Dumbo (PG-13) ++1/2 Century 16: Fri. - Sun.
Century 20: Fri. - Sun. ShowPlace Icon: Fri. - Sun.

Under Capricorn (1949) (Not Rated)
Stanford Theatre: Fri. - Sun.

Five Feet Apart (PG-13)
Century 16: Fri. - Sun. Century 20: Fri. - Sun.

Unplanned (R)

Gloria Bell (R)
Aquarius Theatre: Fri. - Sun.

Century 20: Fri. - Sun.

Green Book (PG-13) ++1/2
Hotel Mumbai (R)
Aquarius Theatre: Fri. - Sun.

Century 16: Fri. - Sun.

The Lego Movie 2: The Second Part (PG) +++
Century 20: Fri. - Sun.

Ash is the Purest White (Not Rated)
Guild Theatre: Fri. - Sun.
The Beach Bum (R)
Century 16: Fri. - Sun.

Kesari (Not Rated)

Century 20: Fri. - Sun.

Century 20: Fri. - Sun.

Us (R) +++1/2
Century 16: Fri. - Sun.

Century 20: Fri. - Sun.

Century 20: Fri. - Sun.

Wonder Park (PG)
Century 16: Fri. - Sun.

Century 20: Fri. - Sun.

+ Skip it ++ Some redeeming qualities +++ A good bet ++++ Outstanding

Aquarius: 430 Emerson St., Palo Alto (For recorded listings: 327-3241) tinyurl.com/Aquariuspa
Century Cinema 16: 1500 N. Shoreline Blvd., Mountain View tinyurl.com/Century16
Century 20 Downtown: 825 Middlefield Road, Redwood City tinyurl.com/Century20
CineArts at Palo Alto Square: 3000 El Camino Real, Palo Alto (For information: 493-0128) tinyurl.com/Pasquare
Guild: 949 El Camino Real, Menlo Park (For recorded listings: 566-8367) tinyurl.com/Guildmp
ShowPlace Icon: 2575 California St. #601, Mountain View tinyurl.com/iconMountainView
Stanford Theatre: 221 University Ave., Palo Alto (For recorded listings: 324-3700) Stanfordtheatre.org

Find trailers, star ratings and reviews on the web at PaloAltoOnline.com/movies

Music, theater, dance,
and more in the heart
of Silicon Valley

Bing Concert Hall
Stanford University

Australian Chamber
Orchestra

Meredith Monk

Emmet Cohen Trio

Cellular Songs

with Sheila Jordan

Considering Matthew
Shepard

The acclaimed orchestra
performs a program of Mozart,
Brahms, and the U.S. premiere
of Samuel Adams’ “Movements

& Tootie Heath

Conspirare

(for us and them)”

A work inspired by biological
processes of the fundamental
unit of life that can serve as a
prototype for human behavior
in our tumultuous world

S U N, M A R 31
2:30 P M
B I N G C O N C E RT H A L L

SAT, A P R 6
7:30 P M
B I N G C O N C E RT H A L L

Multifaceted American
jazz pianist and composer,
Emmet Cohen, and his trio
will join forces with two
jazz legends

A musical and multimedia
response to the anti-gay
hate crime 20 years ago
that captured the world’s
attention

F R I & SAT, A P R 12 & 13
7:00 P M & 9:00 P M
B I N G ST U D I O

SAT, A P R 1 3
7:30 P M
B I N G C O N C E RT H A L L

SEASON MEDIA SPONSORS

BUY
TICKETS

live.stanford.edu
650.724.2464
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Home&Real Estate

OPEN HOME GUIDE 40
Also online at PaloAltoOnline.com

A weekly guide to home, garden and real estate news

Home Front

Send notices of news and events related
to real estate, interior design, home
improvement and gardening to Home
Front, Palo Alto Weekly, P.O. Box 1610,
Palo Alto, CA 94302, or email editor@
paweekly.com. Deadline is one week
before publication.

READ MORE ONLINE

PaloAltoOnline.com

There are more real estate features
online. Go to PaloAltoOnline.com/
real_estate.

Sentimental value

S

pring is here, which according to
tradition is a great time to do a deep
clean of your home and clear out any
clutter. Piles are not only unsightly,
but they often serve as stressful reminders
of unfinished tasks.
Going through those piles can be hard.
There are decisions to make, and some of
those decisions are really tough. Even when
you are determined to have less stuff in your
life, it can be hard to figure out what to get
rid of. You get attached to different items
for various reasons: someone you love gave
it to you; or you remember how happy you
were when you bought it; or if you get rid
of it, the person who gave it to you might
be offended.
Instead, try turning that around and approaching the process from the perspective
of what you want to keep. Surround yourself
only with things that make you happy and
bring you joy.
As you go through your piles, some items
will be easy to get rid of. Some of the things Shadow and display boxes are a good way to
you decide to keep will be easy to store. organize and keep items that bring you joy.
What about the stuff you want to keep but
don’t know what to do with, such as old pho- your belongings, your items will continue to
tos, sentimental items or collections?
bring you joy, and you’ll have greater clarity
Here are my suggestions:
about what to keep and what to get rid of.

How to keep and
enjoy only what is
meaningful
by Lori Krolik

Take photos
Some of the physical mementos you have
may be too bulky to store. If a photo of the
item can bring you as much joy as holding onto the physical item, consider taking a photo. Rather than leaving the photo
stored on your computer or buried in your
phone, make a photo book of your prized
keepsakes or let someone else do it for you.
Plumprint.com will convert your kids’ artwork into a beautiful coffee table book.
Spoonflower.com turns images into fabric,
which you can then turn into a hand towel
or pillow cover. This is a great option for
things like handwritten family recipe cards
or documents from your relatives’ arrival
into the country.

Create a memento container

Display what you keep

Make a shadow box

Everyone in your family will have things
that are keepsakes. Use one container to
house their meaningful items (souvenirs
from unique travels, awards, ticket stubs
from a memorable concert, sporting event
or play) and store it in an out-of-the-way
place.
Knowing what to do with the items you
do want to keep makes spring cleaning and
decluttering a little less overwhelming, plus
the things that are precious to you will be
stored carefully. Q

If you decide to keep something because
it brings you joy, then honor it. Store it nicely or display it proudly. Don’t shove it in a
drawer, cabinet or closet to forget about. If
it’s a functional item and you use it, put it
back when you are done. When you honor

Do you have items from a major life event
like the birth of your child or your wedding,
or maybe jewelry from your grandmother
that is not quite your style? Display them in
a shadow box and let them bring a smile to
your face every time you pass by.

Lori Krolik is a certified Productive
Environment Specialist and professional
organizer and the owner of Palo Altobased More Time For You. She can be
emailed at lkrolik@mtfy.net.
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EICHLERS ON EXHIBIT ... Those
looking to get a firsthand look
inside of some of the area’s
midcentury modern homes
from an earlier era will have the
opportunity on Saturday, May
4, during the Eichler-inspired
Home Tour, which will showcase
five homes in Palo Alto and
Sunnyvale designed by Joseph
Eichler. Sponsored by Klopf
Architecture, Keycon and Erdal
Swarzt Team, the event provides
tour-goers the opportunity to
meet the owners, learn about
their remodels, exchange ideas
and share tips with Eichler
enthusiasts and experts. Advance
tickets currently are on sale for $8
and can be purchased at bit.ly/
EichlerTourPaloAlto. Proceeds will
support Habitat for Humanity.

Getty Images

HOUSING-MARKET EXODUS...
Nearly half of those surveyed in
the Bay Area are thinking about
moving out of the area, citing
high housing costs as a top
reason, according to the annual
Partnership Silicon Valley Poll
released this month by the Silicon
Valley Leadership Group and
Bay Area News Group. Of the
1,568 registered voters polled in
Alameda, Contra Costa, Santa
Clara, San Mateo and San
Francisco counties, 44 percent
said they are “likely” to move out
of the Bay Area in the next few
years, and 14 percent said they
have definite plans to leave in
2019.
In Santa Clara County, 60 percent
of those surveyed believe the
quality of life has gotten worse
over the past five years with 80
percent citing housing costs as
their top concern followed by cost
of living (79 percent) and traffic
congestion (76 percent). Despite
concerns about housing costs,
county residents remain divided
on how to solve the issue with
about 41 percent supporting
a new regional proposal to
tackle the housing crisis and 44
disapproving the idea. According
to the Leadership Group, the
area’s home median price rose 15
percent between October 2017
and October 2018, compared
to gains of only 2 to 5 percent
in other similar regions with
innovation hubs.

Home & Real Estate
HOME SALES

Home sales are provided by
California REsource, a real estate
information company that obtains
the information from the County
Recorder’s Office. Information is
recorded from the deeds after the
close of escrow and published
within four to six weeks.

East Palo Alto

1324 Camellia Drive Le-GrandSawyer Trust to P. & A. Pandey for
$775,000 on 02-22-19
1132 Bay Road Tnp R/E Invs LLC
to S. & D. Cisneros for $1,135,000
on 02-21-19; previous sale 11-102017, $670,000.

Los Altos

100 1st St. #108 S. Leland
to Lea Von Kaenel Trust for
$1,420,000 on 02-22-19; previous
sale 10-02-2018, $689,500
101 2nd St. #13 James R Forster
Trust to Bartlett Family Trust for
$2,100,000 on 02-20-19; previous
sale 01-09-2007, $925,000
2076 Kent Drive Totah 2017
Family Trust to S. & S. Kaji for
$3,000,000 on 02-19-19; previous
sale 07-24-2012, $1,450,000
562 University Ave. Granieri
1991 Family Trust to L. & R. Ramsay for $3,750,000 on 02-20-19
1052 Echo Drive G & K Moore
Family Trust to J. & A. Morris for
$3,900,000 on 02-19-19; previous
sale 04-08-2004, $1,425,000

Menlo Park

SALES AT A GLANCE
East Palo Alto
Total sales reported: 2
Lowest sales price: $775,000
Highest sales price: $1,135,000
Los Altos
Total sales reported: 5
Lowest sales price: $1,420,000
Highest sales price: $3,900,000
Menlo Park
Total sales reported: 5
Lowest sales price: $580,000
Highest sales price: $3,450,000
Mountain View
Total sales reported: 9
Lowest sales price: $805,000
Highest sales price: $2,623,000
Palo Alto
Total sales reported: 6
Lowest sales price: $940,000
Highest sales price: $4,425,000
Portola Valley
Total sales reported: 1
Lowest sales price: $5,650,000
Highest sales price: $5,650,000
Woodside
Total sales reported: 1
Median sales price: $4,500,000
Average sales price: $4,500,000
Source: California REsource

$3,250,000 on 02-22-19; previous
sale 01-07-2003, $676,500
1354 Sherman Ave. Oppenheimer Family Trust to H. & B. Cozadd for $3,450,000 on 02-19-19

Mountain View

2140 Santa Cruz Ave. #102 Imhof Family Trust to R. Richard for
$580,000 on 02-22-19; previous
sale 01-01-1990, $155,000
1756 Croner Ave. Carol Hoffman
Trust to H. Jalali for $2,100,000 on
02-19-19
836 Harvard Ave. Dutra 1992
Family Trust to Harissa Fb LLC for
$3,111,000 on 02-21-19
1341 Sherman Ave. Clohossey
Family Trust to K. & B. Dowdle for

2000 Rock St. #15 D. Huang to
L. Liu for $805,000 on 02-20-19
400 Ortega Ave. #214 D &
C Poon Trust to X. & Y. Li for
$988,000 on 02-21-19; previous
sale 02-02-2006, $488,000
982 Wright Ave. #3 R. & E.
Spangenberg to N. Chhatrapati for
$1,030,000 on 02-21-19
550 Ortega Ave. #B428 A. Ho
to F. & S. Dhingra for $1,100,000
on 02-19-19; previous sale 07-222008, $580,000

465 Mountain Laurel Court
Zweigle Trust to X. & W. Zhang for
$1,330,000 on 02-20-19
2338 Thompson Court Annie
Family Trust to Raniwala & Jain
Family Trust for $1,500,000 on
02-20-19
2065 San Luis Ave. San Luis
Avenue Lp to J. & Y. Chen for
$1,694,000 on 02-21-19
130 Minaret Ave. Z. Xiong to A.
Shukla for $1,805,000 on 02-2219; previous sale 09-03-2014,
$1,328,500
2704 Fairbrook Drive A. Kirn to
R. & A. Halun for $2,623,000 on
02-19-19

IRREPLACEABLE CORE MENLO PARK
OFFICE INVESTMENT OPPORTUNIT Y
MENLO PARK, CALIFORNIA

FOR SALE

Palo Alto
2460 West Bayshore Road
#10 C. Chang to S. & R. Situ for
$940,000 on 02-21-19; previous
sale 07-29-2008, $475,000
777 San Antonio Road #78
Flyhomes Investments Ca LLC to
P. & V. Vellal for $1,250,000 on 0221-19 (Previous Sale 01-25-2019,
$1,250,000)
3780 Louis Road Monica Hu
2000 Trust to J. & H. Zhao for
$2,400,000 on 02-19-19; previous
sale 06-05-1998, $535,000
85 Roosevelt Circle Florence
Catania Trust to A. & D. James for
$3,200,000 on 02-21-19; previous
sale 03-14-2004, $834,000
244 Byron St. George Family
Trust to White Socks Holdings LLC
for $4,125,000 on 02-21-19; previous sale 02-01-2013, $2,330,000
1066 Metro Circle Wong Trust
to Cohen-Kornblut Living Trust for
$4,425,000 on 02-22-19; previous
sale 11-14-2013, $1,825,000

SIZE: 43,083 SF

Portola Valley

Contact: Ben Bullock, E: bbullock@hfflp.com, T: 415.276.6927, CA Lic# 01885337

130 Deer Meadow Lane N S & J
A Wilson Family Trust to Jak 2016
Trust for $5,650,000 on 02-22-19

or Thomas Foley, E: tfoley@hfflp.com, T: 415. 276.6091, CA Lic# 01997105

Woodside

700 Kings Mountain Road Kampatelli Trust to 700 Kings Mountain
LLC for $4,500,000 on 02-22-19

KIÁSFRP
Holliday GP Corp. (“HFF”), California Department of Real Estate CA License #01385740

STUNNING
Sharon Heights Designer Home


3 large bedrooms + 3 full bathrooms
Approximately 3180 square feet
Spacious rooms
Extensive custom cabinetry
Carrara marble countertops
Hardwood ﬂoors
Natural light throughout
Beautifully landscaped garden
Stone patio, fountain and spa
Built in BBQ
Over 16,000 square foot lot


$4,495,000

2325 TIOGA DRIVE OPEN HOUSE
Menlo Park
Sun. Mar 31 - 1:30-4pm

650.619.3621
tory.fratt@cbnorcal.com
CalBRE 01441654
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Open Saturday & Sunday 1:30-4:30pm
This information was supplied by third party sources. Sales Associate believes this information is correct
EXWKDVQRWYHULÜHGWKLVLQIRUPDWLRQDQGDVVXPHVQROHJDOUHVSRQVLELOLW\IRULWVDFFXUDF\%X\HUVKRXOG
YHULI\DFFXUDF\DQGLQYHVWLJDWHWR%X\HUoVRZQVDWLVIDFWLRQ

142 SANTA RITA AVENUE, PALO ALTO

O L D P A L O A LT O O P P O R T U N I T Y
Located on a private corner in the coveted Old Palo Alto, this charming single story residence features 2 bedrooms plus a
family room. An entry foyer welcomes the visitor to this lovely traditional home with divided light wood windows and oak
hardwood floors throughout most of the home.
With its premier location in the heart of Old Palo Alto, every amenity needed is in close proximity – Greene Middle School,
Bowden Park and an array of fine shopping and dining on renowned California Avenue blocks away. Plus, Silicon Valley tech
centers, Stanford University, and commuter routes to the greater Bay Area are all within easy reach.
• 2 Bedrooms & 2 Bathrooms plus Family Room

• Living Space: 1,448 sq ft per county records

• Gracious Living Room with fireplace

• Lot Size: 5,625 sq ft per county records

• Formal Dining Room and Eat-In Kitchen

• Excellent Palo Alto Schools: Walter Hays Elementary,
Greene Middle, Palo Alto High (buyer to verify
enrollment)

• Detached 2 car garage

WWW.142SANTARITA.COM
OFFERED AT $2,850,000

(650) 475-2030

lhunt@serenogroup.com
DRE# 01009791

(650) 475-2035

laurel@serenogroup.com
DRE# 01747147

www.LeannahandLaurel.com
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Your Own Valley In The Heart Of Silicon Valley
13945 Vista Regina, Saratoga
OPEN SAT & SUN 1- 4PM (3/30 & 3/31)

1.26 ACRE LOT | 3035 SQ FT
Offered at: $3,398,000
Spectacular 4 bedroom, 3 bath dream
home located on a private road just off
the Silicon Valley wine trail — but only 6
minutes into town.
The home features a complete remodel
including an open ﬂoor plan, all new surfaces,
designer chef’s kitchen, well planned spacious
bedrooms with abundance of natural light. Sits
on a generous 1.26 Acre lot with stunning views
of mature oak trees and a seasonal stream.
Must see this amazing property with special
outbuildings that can be used as a gym, yoga
studio, art studio, wine cellar, or man/girl caves.

Rick Smith

REAL ESTATE BROKER
Redesigning Real Estate
DRE # 01431920

650.492.9007
www.RickSmith.co
email@ricksmith.co

MLS # ML81741093

www.RickSmith.co/vistaregina
Buying or Selling? Contact us for 1% Cash Back on all purchases and 1.5% Listing Fee. Details @ www.RickSmith.co
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• 3 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms
• serene master suite
•Detached “in-law” quarters
•Separate private office
•Family room area
• Quality throughout including: dual pane
windows, hardwood floors & air conditioning

Listing Agent: Tim Foy
CalBRE# 00849721
Cell: 650.387.5078
tim@midtownpaloalto.com
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• Spacious covered patio with terra-cotta tile – the
ultimate in California living
• Large, wide lot situated on a low-traffic street in
a prime Midtown location
• Excellent Palo Alto schools
• Conveniently located near shopping, schools,
parks, and transportation!

OFFERED AT $2,995,000

www.1050Harriet.com

1050 Harriet Street

Palo Alto
Open Sat & Sun 1:30 - 4:30 pm

Upscale Contemporary Living in

S

Prime Community Center
([TXLVLWHO\XSJUDGHGVLQJOHOHYHOKRPHLQDVRXJKWDIWHU
QHLJKERUKRRGQHDU/XFLH6WHUQSDUNVDQGOLEUDULHV
4 bedrooms, 2 ½ baths

$SSUR[LPDWHO\VIRIOLJKWLQIXVHGOLYLQJVSDFH
2SHQFRQFHSWÁRRUSODQGHÀQHGE\H[SDQVHVRIJODVV
YDXOWHGFHLOLQJVDQGKLJKHQGDPHQLWLHV
&KHI·VNLWFKHQIHDWXUHVWRSRIWKHOLQHDSSOLDQFHV

$PHQLWLHVLQFOXGHGXDOSDQHGZLQGRZVKDUGZRRGÁRRUV
VSDFLRXVODXQGU\URRP DWWDFKHGFDUJDUDJH

Sherry Bucolo

650.207.9909

3ULYDWHORWRIIHUVLQYLWLQJFRXUW\DUGHQWU\
DQGSLFWXUHVTXHEDFN\DUGZLWKSDWLR

2ৼHUHGDW
Come Enjoy Gourmet Treats
On Sat 2:00 - 4:00pm

Christy Giuliacci

 650.380.5989

sbucolo@apr.com

CHRISTY@apr.com

License #00613242

License #01506761
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Silicon Valley Homes

784 Alester Ave, Palo Alto
Offered at $3,998,000
Susan Tanner · 650.255.7372
Lic. #01736865

240 Ringwood Ave, Menlo Park
Offered at $4,388,000
Annette Smith · 650.766.9429
Lic. #01180954

15 Susan Gale Ct, Menlo Park
Offered at $3,499,000
Penelope Huang · 650.281.8028
Lic. #01023392

2190 Avy Ave, Menlo Park
Offered at $3,725,000
Michael Dreyfus · 650.485.3476
Lic. #01121795
Noelle Queen · 650.427.9211
Lic. #01917593

44 La Loma Dr, Menlo Park
Offered at $3,198,000
Brian Ayer · 650.242.2473
Lic. #01870281

1546 San Antonio St, Menlo Park
Offered at $1,395,000
Lisa Keith · 650.703.8644
Lic. #00882247

8 Arch St, Redwood City
Offered at $1,198,000
Brian Ayer · 650.242.2473
Lic. #01870281

6 Woodleaf Ave, Redwood City
Offered at $3,488,000
Dulcy Freeman · 650.804.8884
Lic. #01342352

1260 Payne Dr, Los Altos
Offered at $2,695,000
Annette Smith · 650.766.9429
Lic. #01180954

1909 Ray Dr, Burlingame
Offered at $2,848,000
Todd Zebb · 650.823.3292
Lic. #01324423

2738 Montavo Pl, Campbell
Offered at $1,150,000
Daniela Haaland · 650.980.8866
Lic. #02045462

5180 Rhonda Dr, San Jose
Offered at $1,895,000
Tom Martin · 408.314.2830
Lic. #01272381

People have looked to Sotheby’s

Taipei
Property ID: 8HM87W
sir.com

to discover the best in life
for more than 250 years.

Menlo Park Office
640 Oak Grove Avenue
650.847.1141

Palo Alto Office
728 Emerson Street
650.644.3474

Ask your Golden Gate Sotheby’s International Realty agent
about opportunities around the world or around the corner.

Los Altos Office
195 S. San Antonio Road
650.941.4300

Woodside Office
2989 Woodside Road
Opening Early 2019

B E LV E D E R E-T I B U R O N · B E R K E L E Y · DA N V I L L E · L A FAY E T T E · M I L L VA L L E Y · M O N T C L A I R · N A PA
N OVATO · OA K L A N D · R O S S VA L L E Y · S A N R A FA E L · S AU S A L I TO · S T I N S O N B E AC H
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Each office is independently owned and operated.
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exceptiona l woodside estate

EXTRAORDINARY RENOVATION ON 19 ACRES
• Exceptional views of San Francisco Bay

• State-of-the-art home automation and security

• 5 bedrooms and 4.5 bathrooms plus 1-bedroom,
1-bathroom guest house

• Inﬁnity pool, spa, outdoor ﬁreplace, and barbecue

• Approximately 9,400 total square feet

• Private setting, just minutes to town and easy
access to commute routes

• State-of-the-art home automation and security

• Acclaimed Portola Valley schools

• Cabernet Sauvignon vineyard, wine cellar, and
tasting room

Offered at $9,995,000
For video, ﬂoor plans, additional photos and information,
visit www.ExceptionalWoodsideEstate.com

For a private showing of this extraordinary estate, please contact:

HUGH CORNISH
650.619.6461
hugh@hughcornish.com
hughcornish.com
CalBRE# 00912143

ERIKA DEMMA
650.740.2970
edemma@cbnorcal.com
erikademma.com
CalBRE# 01230766
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PALO ALTO WEEKLY OPEN HOMES
EXPLORE REAL ESTATE HEADLINES, NEIGHBORHOOD GUIDES, MAPS AND PRIOR SALE INFO ON www.PaloAltoOnline.com/real_estate

LEGEND: CONDO (C), TOWNHOME (T).

ATHERTON

60 Winchester Dr
Sat 1:30-4:30
DeLeon Realty

$7,988,000
6 BD/4+2 H-BA
900-7000

CAMPBELL

2738 Montavo Pl (T)
$1,150,000
Sat/Sun 1-4
3 BD/2.5 BA
Golden Gate Sotheby’s International Realty
980-8866

CAPITOLA

870 Park Av #217
Sat/Sun 1-4:30
Keller Williams Palo Alto

COLMA

531 D St
Sat/Sun 1-4
Keller Williams Palo Alto

$599,000
1 BD/1 BA
831-207-0725

$848,000
3 BD/1 BA
273-9900

LOS ALTOS

1062 East Rose Cir
$3,498,000
Sat/Sun 1-4
3 BD/3 BA
Intero
947-4700
1260 Payne Dr
$2,695,000
Sat/Sun 2-4
3 BD/2 BA
Golden Gate Sotheby’s International Realty
766-9429
1495 Cedar Pl
$2,789,000
Sat/Sun 1:30-4:30
4 BD/2 BA
Alain Pinel Realtors
823-8057
980 Golden Way
$4,498,000
Sat/Sun 1:30-4:30
4 BD/4.5 BA
Intero
947-4700
1708 Marshall Ct
$2,398,000
Sat/Sun 1:30-4:30
4 BD/3 BA
Intero
947-4700
795 Nash Rd
$4,488,000
Sat/Sun 1-5
4 BD/3+2 H-BA
DeLeon Realty
900-7000
338 S Gordon Way
$3,995,000
Sat/Sun 1:30-4:30
4 BD/3 BA
Sereno Group Realtors
207-0226
1105 Briarwood Ct
$4,195,000
Sat/Sun 1-4
5 BD/5 BA
Intero
947-4700
168 Loucks Av
$4,998,000
Sat/Sun 1:30-4:30
5 BD/5 BA
Intero
947-4700

LOS ALTOS HILLS
25055 La Loma Dr
Sat/Sun 1-5
DeLeon Realty

MENLO PARK

$8,988,000
5 BD/5+2 H-BA
900-7000

4411 Fair Oaks Av
$1,799,000
Sat/Sun 1-4
3 BD/2 BA
Alain Pinel Realtors
814-0858
1027 Henderson Av
$2,398,000
Sat/Sun 1:30-4:30
3 BD/3 BA
Sereno Group Realtors
408-691-4432
44 La Loma Dr
$3,198,000
Sat/Sun 1:30-4:30
3 BD/2.5 BA
Golden Gate Sotheby’s International Realty
213-2178

101 Laurel Av
$1,788,000
Sat 1:30-4:30
3 BD/2 BA
DeLeon Realty
900-7000
21 Lorelei Ln
$1,498,000
Sat/Sun 1-5
3 BD/2 BA
Intero
947-4700
15 Susan Gale Ct
$3,499,000
Sun 2-4
3 BD/2.5 BA
Golden Gate Sotheby’s International Realty
281-8028
2325 Tioga Dr
$4,495,000
Sun 1:30-4
3 BD/3 BA
Coldwell Banker
619-3621
1546 San Antonio St (C)
$1,395,000
Sat/Sun 1:30-4:30
3 BD/2 BA
Golden Gate Sotheby’s International Realty
703-8644
2190 Avy Av
$3,725,000
Sun 1:30-4:30
4 BD/3.5 BA
Golden Gate Sotheby’s International Realty
889-0889
1105 Hermosa Way
$3,500,000
Sat/Sun 1:30-4:30
4 BD/4 BA
Compass
799-8888
240 Ringwood Av
$4,388,000
Sat 2-4/Sun 1-4
4 BD/4.5 BA
Golden Gate Sotheby’s International Realty
889-0889
180 Stanford Av
$2,950,000
Sat/Sun 1:30-4:30
5 BD/2 BA
Coldwell Banker
855-9700

MOUNTAIN VIEW
1801 Latham St
Sun 1-4:30
Alain Pinel Realtors
1915 Mount Vernon Ct
Sun 2-4
Sereno Group Realtors
2413 Laura Ln
Sat/Sun 1:30-4:30
Alain Pinel Realtors
248 Walker Dr
Sat 1-4
Sereno Group Realtors
1905 Aberdeen Ln (T)
Sat/Sun 1:30-4:30
Intero
360 Apricot Ln
Sat/Sun 1-4
Sereno Group Realtors

$1,895,000
2 BD/1 BA
434-4318
$780,000
2 BD/1 BA
947-2955
$1,898,000
3 BD/2 BA
906-0162
$1,495,000
3 BD/2.5 BA
947-2929
$1,498,888
3 BD/3.5 BA
947-4700
$2,899,000
4 BD/2.5 BA
388-0029

103 Melville Av
Sat/Sun 1:30-4:30
Intero

$2,850,000
3 BD/2.5 BA
543-7740

104 Horgan Av
Sat/Sun 1-4
Coldwell Banker

$2,198,000
4 BD/2.5 BA
465-5602

2121 Byron St
Sun 1:30-4:30
Alain Pinel Realtors

$4,250,000
4 BD/3.5 BA
207-9909

135 Coleridge Av
Sun 1:30-4:30
Keller Williams Palo Alto

$3,880,000
4 BD/2.5 BA
269-7538

1921 Kentfield Av
Sat/Sun 1:30-4:30
Coldwell Banker

$2,100,000
4 BD/2.5 BA
851-2666

717 & 723 Ellsworth Pl
Sun 1:30-4:30
DeLeon Realty

$2,488,000
4 BD/2 BA
900-7000

759 Upland Rd
Sat/Sun 1:30-4:30
Parc Agency

$2,550,000
4 BD/4 BA
464-3896

1050 Harriet St
Sat/Sun 1:30-4:30
Alain Pinel Realtors

$3,750,000
4 BD/2.5 BA
380-5989

976 Laurel Glen Dr
Sat/Sun 1:30-4:30
Keller Williams Palo Alto

$6,249,000
4 BD/5 BA
255-5007

2281 Byron St
Sun 1:30-4:30
DeLeon Realty

$7,998,000
5 BD/5.5 BA
900-7000

1429 Emerson St
Sat/Sun 1:30- 4:30
Alain Pinel Realtors

$7,998,000
5 BD/3.5 BA
384-5392

123 Tennyson Av
Sun 1:30-4:30
DeLeon Realty

$8,788,000
5 BD/5.5 BA
900-7000

417 Seneca St
Sun 1:30-4:30
DeLeon Realty

$6,988,000
6 BD/4.5 BA
900-7000

1025 Harker Av
Sat 1-5/Sun 1-4
Intero

$4,295,000
7 BD/4 BA
947-4700

702 Rosewood Dr
Sun 1:30-4:30
Keller Williams Palo Alto

$5,488,000
7 BD/5 BA
269-7538

PESCADERO

501 Bean Hollow Rd
Sun 1-4
Coldwell Banker

$3,600,000
3 BD/2.5 BA
207-8444

PORTOLA VALLEY
377 Wayside Rd
Sat/Sun 1:30-4:30
Coldwell Banker

$1,995,000
2 BD/2 BA
851-1961

1019 Los Trancos Rd
Sat/Sun 1:30-4:30
Coldwell Banker

$1,795,000
3 BD/1.5 BA
851-1961

REDWOOD CITY

PALO ALTO

142 Santa Rita
Call for price
Sat/Sun 1:30-4:30
2 BD/2 BA
Sereno Group Realtors
269-7266
777 San Antonio Rd #21 (C)
$1,095,000
Sun 1:30-4:30
2 BD/1 BA
Midtown Realty, Inc.
387-5078
3069 Middlefield Rd #203 (T)
$1,288,000
Sat/Sun 1-5
2 BD/2 BA
DeLeon Realty
900-7000
2917 Emerson St
$2,995,000
Sat/Sun 1:30-4:30
3 BD/3 BA
Midtown Realty, Inc.
387-5078
101 Melville Av
$2,750,000
Sat/Sun 1:30-4:30
3 BD/2.5 BA
Intero
543-7740

1915 Redwood Av
Sun 1-4
Alain Pinel Realtors

$848,000
1 BD/1 BA
208-5425

102 Nueva Av
Sat/Sun 1-4
Alain Pinel Realtors

$1,198,000
2 BD/1 BA
434-4318

225 Pacific Av
Sat/Sun 1-4
Coldwell Banker

$799,000
2 BD/1 BA
704-3064

132 Rutherford Av
Sat/Sun 1:30-4:30
Coldwell Banker

$1,699,000
3 BD/2 BA
851-2666

2740 Carolina Av
Sat 1-4
Alain Pinel Realtors

$1,680,000
4 BD/2 BA
995-3820

6 Woodleaf Av
$3,488,000
Sat/Sun 2-4
5 BD/3.5 BA
Golden Gate Sotheby’s International Realty
776-2828

SAN CARLOS
287 Chestnut St
Sat/Sun 1:30-4:30
Coldwell Banker

$1,998,500
3 BD/2 BA
302-2550

1811 Eaton Av
Sat 2-4/Sun 1-4
Alain Pinel Realtors

$2,195,000
4 BD/2.5 BA
814-0374

35 Granite Ct
Sat/Sun 1-4
Keller Williams Palo Alto

$2,298,000
4 BD/2.5 BA
796-4732

10 Shratton Av
Sun 1:30-4:30
Alain Pinel Realtors

$2,499,000
4 BD/3 BA
505-4900

SAN JOSE
1637 Indigo Oak Ln
Sat 1-4
Keller Williams Palo Alto

$1,499,888
4 BD/3 BA
415-407-1090

6587 Jeremie Dr
Sat/Sun 1:30-5
Keller Williams Palo Alto

$1,898,000
4 BD/2.5 BA
516-7506

SAN MATEO
175 West Bellevue Av
Sat 1:30-4:30
DeLeon Realty

$6,488,000
6 BD/7.5 BA
900-7000

SANTA CLARA
3027 Homestead Rd
Sat/Sun 1:30-5
Keller Williams Palo Alto
3066 San Juan Av
Sat/Sun 1-5
DeLeon Realty

Call for price
4 BD/5 BA
516-7506
$1,288,000
4 BD/2 BA
900-7000

SUNNYVALE
1470 Owen Sound Dr
Sat 1-5
Keller Williams Palo Alto

$1,800,000
3 BD/2 BA
333-0592

1058 Lois Av
Sat/Sun 1:30-4:30
Keller Williams Palo Alto

$3,198,000
4 BD/3.5 BA
269-7538

WOODSIDE
6 Quail Ct
Sun 1-4
Intero

$3,490,000
4 BD/3 BA
543-7740

SPRING HAS SPRUNG

A MOVE? A NEW JOB? A NEW SPOUSE?
= A NEW HOUSE!!

®

Contact:

JAN STROHECKER

, SRES

“Experience Counts 32 Years Top Sales Performance”
Realtor, DRE #00620365

Residential • Land • 1031 Exchanges

The DeLeon Difference

®

650.543.8500
www.deleonrealty.com
650.543.8500 | www.deleonrealty.com | DeLeon Realty CalBRE #01903224
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Direct: (650) 906-6516
Email: janstrohecker@yahoo.com
www.janstrohecker.com

CALL Jan Today
for Best Results!

Today’s news,
sports
& hot picks

Fresh news
delivered
daily
Sign up today at
PaloAltoOnline.com/
express

Sports
Shorts

ON THE AIR
Friday
College women’s tennis: Stanford at
UCLA, 1:30 p.m., Pac-12 Networks
College baseball: Stanford at Washington State, 5 p.m., WSU Live Stream
College softball: Oregon at Stanford,
7 p.m., Stanford Live Stream
College women’s lacrosse: Arizona
State at Stanford, 7 p.m., Stanford Live
Stream 2
College men’s volleyball: Stanford at
USC, 7 p.m., Pac-12 Networks
College synchronized swimming:
Stanford at Collegiate National Championships, noon, USA Synchronized
Swimming Live Stream

Saturday
College track and field: Stanford
Invitational, 9 a.m., Flo Track Live Stream
College men’s tennis: USC at Stanford, 1 p.m., streamtennis.com
College women’s water polo: Stanford at USC, 2 p.m., Pac-12 Networks
College baseball: Stanford at Washington State, 2 p.m., WSU Live Stream
College softball: Oregon at Stanford,
2 p.m., Stanford Live Stream 2
College women’s basketball: Stanford vs. Missouri State at NCAA Chicago
Regional, 3:30 p.m., ESPN2

Sunday
College baseball: Stanford at Washington State, noon, WSU Live Stream
College softball: Oregon at Stanford,
1 p.m., Stanford Live Stream 2
College women’s lacrosse: USC at
Stanford, 1 p.m., Pac-12 Networks

Monday
College women’s basketball: Stanford at NCAA tournament (tentative), 6
p.m., ESPN2

Sports

4-3 come-from-behind winner over
Cupertino.
The game was the first to be
played between Palo Alto and Los
Gatos since the edict went into effect banning students from attending sporting events between the
two schools.
“We tune out that kind of stuff,’’
Fukuhara said. “There’s no bad
blood between the two baseball
teams. We shared Togos after the
game, and Friday we’ll have a pizza
party after our game at Paly.’’
In the Peninsula Athletic League
Bay Division, Sacred Heart Prep
(continued on page 43)

(continued on page 42)

Local sports
news and
schedules,
edited by
Rick Eymer

Mark Foster

LACROSSE LAND ... Sacred Heart
Prep, the defending West Catholic
Athletic League boys lacrosse
champions, remained undefeated
in league play Wednesday with a
15-1 victory over visiting St. Francis.
Tommy Barnds scored six goals and
had two assists for the Gators (8-0,
4-0), who are alone in first place after
Sacred Heart Cathedralís 8-7 upset
of St. Ignatius on Wednesday. Patrick
Hagerty added three goals and an
assist for the Gators, who host Jesuit
at 4 p.m. Friday. Ben Ramsay added a
pair of goals and two assists for SHP.
Joe Sonsini also recorded two assists
while Cody Wiebe recorded seven
saves and Colin Choi made two saves
... Laurel Comiter scored six goals and
Gunn opened its Santa Clara Valley
Athletic League schedule with a 14-5
victory over visiting Mountain View on
Wednesday. Irene Kim and Rachel
Grant each added three goals for the
Titans (5-2, 1-0), who host Los Altos
at 7 p.m. Friday. ... Freshman Ellie
Noto scored four goals, senior Ingrid
Corrigan added three and visiting
Sacred Heart Prep took over sole
possession of first place in the West
Bay Athletic League, beating previously
undefeated Menlo School, 10-5. The
Gators (5-3, 4-0) held a 5-4 edge at
halftime and then took control in the
second half. Abby Doll scored a pair
of goals for Menlo (5-2, 3-1), which
plays at Burlingame on Friday. ... Palo
Alto jumped into the SCVAL race after
coming from behind to beat Los Altos,
16-14, on Wednesday. Abigal Ramsey
led the charge with eight goals and
Phoebe Kim added six goals and
an assist. The Vikings (2-5, 1-1) host
Mountain View at 7 p.m. Friday.

(5:01.73). And Pretre, fourth in the
800 at last year’s CCS finals, has
the second-fastest 800 time so far
this season at 2:14.29, trailing only
Tomkinson.
With two middle-distance runners doing that well you might
expect Menlo to put together a
pretty good 4x400 relay team. And
that has certainly been the case as
the unit of Michele Louie, Lauren
Hamilton, Pretre and Tomkinson
has run a CCS-best 4:02.14. They’re
looking to crack the 4-minute barrier before long.
“Our team will definitely do it,’’
Menlo coach Jorge Chen said. “It’s
just a question of when.’’
At this point in the season, runners from Menlo-Atherton and
Menlo School have the fastest or
second-fastest time in every girls
race from the 100 to the 1,600 and
in both relays.
“It’s really exciting to me,’’ Chen
said. “It’s good to be a Palo Altoarea high school coach.’’
Menlo’s Alexandra Chan currently ranks third in the 100 hurdles
in 15.42.
Gunn’s Jared Freeman has the
top marks in the CCS in both of
the boys throws. He’s gone 53-1 in
the shot put and 164-0 in the discus. After finishing fourth in the
discus at last year’s CCS finals and
just missing a trip to the state meet,
Freeman looks well positioned to
make it to state this year.
“I feel real confident with him in
both throws,’’ Gunn coach Michael
Granville said. “I’ve already made
reservations for rooms in Clovis.’’
M-A football standout Noa Ngalu
has the fourth-best CCS mark this
season in the discus at 152-4.
Freeman is looking to move up
on the all-time Gunn lists. The
school records of 63-2 1/2 in the
shot put, set by Scott Bunnell in
1986, and 195-4 in the discus by
Tom Birtwhistle in 1969, are out of
reach. But Freeman is fifth on the
shot put list and eighth on a very
strong discus list. A throw of 171
in the discus, definitely within his
capabilities, will move him all the
way up to second.
Other Gunn hopefuls currently
ranked in the top three in their
events include junior Justin Chiao,
who is second in the CCS in the
800 with a mark of 1:56.66, and Ria
Sood, who stands third in the girls
300 hurdles at 46.84.
Palo Alto’s Henry Saul, a senior who has committed to Yale
where he will join former Menlo
standout Robert Miranda, had a
big breakthrough last weekend at
the Azusa Pacific Distance Meet
of Champions. Saul ran a time of
9:14.42 for 3,200 meters, the best
time among CCS runners by a
whopping 13 seconds.
“I think I can run faster, but no
complaints,’’ Saul said. “I’m pretty
happy about that time. Hopefully I
can run low 9s at Arcadia in two
weeks. ‘’
Saul began his high school career
focusing on the mile.
“I think the two mile’s my spot,’’
he said. “It’s a painful race and I’m
good at that, pushing the hard-hitting pace in the middle laps and still
being able to finish. My kick pushes
me through at the end.’’
Saul will run as part of Palo

Menlo School’s Charlotte Tomkinson has the fastest time in the state so far in the 800 meters with the
2:10.61 she ran at the Dublin Distance Fiesta.

PREP TRACK AND FIELD

Locals are running in the fast lanes
Several rank among the top in the Central Coast Section
by Glenn Reeves

W

ith the Stanford Invitational coming up Friday
and Saturday, here’s a
mid-season look at how the top
local track and field athletes have
performed.
Jessica Eagle of Menlo-Atherton,
the defending Central Coast Section
girls 100-meter champion, has the
top times so far this season in both
the 100 (12.20) and 200 (25.44).
Natural talent plays a bigger role in
the sprints than in any other event
group. But you can’t talk about
Eagle with Menlo-Atherton coach
Alan Perry without hearing him
extol Eagle’s work ethic.
“She’s one of the hardest working

athletes I’ve ever coached,’’ Perry
said. “She has plenty of natural ability, but is always looking to maximize what she has. She won the
CCS 100 last year but has a hunger
for more. She’s a coach’s dream.’’
Eagle’s teammate Maggie Hall,
who won the CCS 200 last year
and has accepted a track and field
scholarship offer from UC Santa
Barbara, is still rounding into shape
after coming out late from soccer.
But Hall joined Eagle, Autriyana
Hardy and Lauren Collinsworth to
run a time of 49.57 in the 4x100 relay last weekend, No. 2 in the CCS
behind San Lorenzo Valley.
The Bears took second in the
4x100 at last year’s CCS finals.

“The girls have talked about
that,’’ Perry said. “They want to improve from second to first. It doesn’t
sound like that much, but it’s a big
step.’’
Menlo School’s Charlotte Tomkinson, the defending CCS 800
champion, has the fastest time in
the state so far in that event with
the 2:10.61 she ran at the Dublin
Distance Fiesta.
Tomkinson, who placed sixth
in the 800 at the state finals last
year as a sophomore, is also second in the CCS in the 400 (58.38),
just behind Los Altos’ Anna Zaeske (58.36), and second in the
1,600 (5:02.00), behind teammate
and training partner Kyra Pretre

PREP BASEBALL

Paly keeps winning
SHP, Menlo win PAL games
by Glenn Reeves
he Palo Alto baseball team
got yet another outstanding pitching performance
Wednesday in a 4-1 win at Los
Gatos.
No. 1 starter Josh Kasevich went
5 ? innings to get the win and improve to 5-0 on the season. With the
one run he allowed being unearned,
his ERA now stands at 0.23.
“Any time we have Josh on the
mound I like our chances,’’ Palo

T

Alto coach Pete Fukufara said.
Sophomore Callum Olsen relieved Kasevich in the sixth, recorded the third out of the inning,
and set the Wildcats down in the
seventh to record the save, his second of the season.
Palo Alto (11-3, 6-1) has allowed 10 runs in seven SCVAL
De Anza Division games, 26 runs
in 14 games overall. With the win
the Vikings remained tied for first
place with Los Altos (13-1, 6-1), a
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Public
Notices
995 Fictitious Name
Statement
KATALYST
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
File No.: FBN652019
The following person (persons) is (are) doing
business as:
Katalyst, located at 580 W. Crescent Dr., Palo
Alto, CA 94301, Santa Clara County.
This business is owned by: An Individual.
The name and residence address of the
registrant(s) is(are):
KATHERINE LATIMER WOLF
580 W. Crescent Dr.
Palo Alto, CA 94301
Registrant began transacting business under
the fictitious business name(s) listed above on
03/01/2019.
This statement was filed with the County
Clerk-Recorder of Santa Clara County on
March 1, 2019.
(PAW Mar. 8, 15, 22, 29, 2019)
VICKY & MARIA CLEANING
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
File No.: FBN651350
The following person (persons) is (are) doing
business as:
Vicky & Maria Cleaning, located at 324 Camille
Ct. #4, Mountain View, CA 94040, Santa Clara
County.
This business is owned by: A General
partnership.
The name and residence address of the
registrant(s) is(are):
VIRGINIA BAUTISTA
324 Camille Ct. #4
Mountain View, CA 94040
MARIA SOTO-AMEZCUA
2737 Georgetown St.
E. Palo Alto, CA 94303
Registrant began transacting business under
the fictitious business name(s) listed above on
02/12/2019.
This statement was filed with the County
Clerk-Recorder of Santa Clara County on
February 12, 2019.
(PAW Mar. 8, 15, 22, 29, 2019)
STEVE JOKI CUSTOM WOODWORKING
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
File No.: FBN652132
The following person (persons) is (are) doing
business as:
Steve Joki Custom Woodworking, located at
3650 Louis Rd., Palo Alto, CA 94303, Santa
Clara County.
This business is owned by: An Individual.
The name and residence address of the
registrant(s) is(are):
STEVEN GEORGE JOKI
3650 Louis Rd.
Palo Alto, CA 94303
Registrant began transacting business under
the fictitious business name(s) listed above on
02/26/2019.
This statement was filed with the County
Clerk-Recorder of Santa Clara County on
March 5, 2019.
(PAW Mar. 29; Apr. 5, 12, 19, 2019)
WAN DA ALL IN ONE PROFESSIONAL
SERVICES
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
File No.: FBN652878
The following person (persons) is (are) doing
business as:
Wan Da All In One Professional Services,
located at 1738 N. Milpitas Blvd., Milpitas, CA
95035, Santa Clara County.
This business is owned by: An Individual.
The name and residence address of the
registrant(s) is(are):
QINGFENG LIAO
1738 N. Milpitas Blvd.
Milpitas, CA 95035
Registrant began transacting business under
the fictitious business name(s) listed above on
01/01/2019.
This statement was filed with the County
Clerk-Recorder of Santa Clara County on
March 22, 2019.
(PAW Mar. 29; Apr. 5, 12, 19, 2019)

997 All Other Legals
NOTICE OF PETITION TO ADMINISTER ESTATE
OF
LEMUEL DOUGLAS SMITH, JR.
CASE NO. 19PR185453
To all heirs, beneficiaries, creditors, contingent
creditors, and persons who may otherwise
be interested in the will or estate, or both, of:
Lemuel Douglas Smith, Jr.
A Petition for Probate has been filed by Teresa
L. Skaife in the Superior Court of California,
County of Santa Clara.

The Petition for Probate requests that
Teresa L. Skaife be appointed as personal
representative to administer the estate of the
decedent.
The Petition requests authority to administer
the estate under the Independent
Administration of Estates Act. (This authority
will allow the personal representative to
take many actions without obtaining court
approval. Before taking certain very important
actions, however, the personal representative
will be required to give notice to interested
persons unless they have waived notice
or consented to the proposed action.) The
independent administration authority will
be granted unless an interested person files
an objection to the petition and shows good
cause why the court should not grant the
authority.
A hearing on the petition will be held in this
court on 6/6/19 at 9:00 AM in Dept. 13 located
at 191 N. First Street, San Jose, CA 95113.
If you object to the granting of the petition,
you should appear at the hearing and state
your objections or file written objections with
the court before the hearing. Your appearance
may be in person or by your attorney.
If you are a creditor or a contingent creditor
of the decedent, you must file your claim with
the court and mail a copy to the personal
representative appointed by the court within
the later of either (1) four months from the
date of first issuance of letters to a general
personal representative, as defined in section
58(b) of the California Probate Code, or (2)
60 days from the date of mailing or personal
delivery to you of a notice under section 9052
of the California Probate Code.
Other California statutes and legal authority
may affect your rights as a creditor. You
may want to consult with an attorney
knowledgeable in California law.
You may examine the file kept by the court.
If you are a person interested in the estate,
you may file with the court a Request for
Special Notice (form DE-154) of the filing of
an inventory and appraisal of estate assets
or of any petition or account as provided in
Probate Code section 1250. A Request for
Special Notice form is available from the court
clerk.
Petitioner: Teresa L. Skaife, 50 Iris Lane, Walnut
Creek, CA 94595, Telephone: 925-360-8412
3/15, 3/22, 3/29/19
CNS-3228538#
PALO ALTO WEEKLY
ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE FOR CHANGE OF
NAME SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF
CALIFORNIA FOR THE COUNTY OF SANTA
CLARA
Case No.: 19CV344361
TO ALL INTERESTED PERSONS:
Petitioner: MARGARET KREBS CARTER filed a
petition with this court for a decree changing
names as follows:
A.) MARGARET KREBS CARTER, B.) MARGARET
KREBS-CARTER, C.) MARGARET K. CARTER to
MARGARET ADELE KREBS.
THE COURT ORDERS that all persons
interested in this matter appear before this
court at the hearing indicated below to show
cause, if any, why the petition for change of
name should not be granted. Any person
objecting to the name changes described
above must file a written objection that
includes the reasons for the objection at least
two court days before the matter is scheduled
to be heard and must appear at the hearing
to show cause why the petition should not
be granted. If no written objection is timely
filed, the court may grant the petition without
a hearing.
NOTICE OF HEARING: July 09, 2019, 8:45
a.m., Room: Probate of the Superior Court of
California, County of Santa Clara, 191 N. First
Street, San Jose, CA 95113.
A copy of this ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE shall
be published at least once each week for
four successive weeks prior to the date set
for hearing on the petition in the following
newspaper of general circulation, printed in
this county: PALO ALTO WEEKLY
Date: Mar. 13, 2019.
/s/ Julie A. Emede
JUDGE OF THE SUPERIOR COURT
(PAW Mar. 22, 29; Apr. 5, 12, 2019)
APN: 003-35-097 T.S. No.: 2018-2359 NOTICE
OF TRUSTEE’S SALE YOU ARE IN DEFAULT
UNDER A DEED OF TRUST DATED 10/19/2007.
UNLESS YOU TAKE ACTION TO PROTECT YOUR
PROPERTY, IT MAY BE SOLD AT A PUBLIC
SALE. IF YOU NEED AN EXPLANATION OF THE
NATURE OF THE PROCEEDING AGAINST YOU,
YOU SHOULD CONTACT A LAWYER. Will sell
at a public auction sale to the highest bidder,
payable at the time of sale inlawful money
of the United States, by a cashier’s check
drawn on a state of national bank, check
drawn by a state or federal credit union, or
a check drawn by a state or federal savings
and loan association, or savings association,
or savings bank specified in Section 5102
of the Financial Code and authorized to do
business in this state will be held by the
duly appointed trustee as shown below, of

Page 42 • March 29, 2019 • Palo Alto Weekly • www.PaloAltoOnline.com

all right, title, and interest conveyed to and
now held by the trustee in the hereinafter
described property under and pursuant to a
Deed of Trust described below. The sale will
be made, but without covenant or warranty,
express or implied, regarding title, possession,
or encumbrances, to pay the remaining
principal sum of the note(s) secured by the
Deed of Trust, with interest and late charges
thereon, as provided in the note(s), advances,
under the terms of the Deed of Trust, interest
thereon, fees, charges, and expenses of the
Trustee for the total amount (at the time of
the initial publication of the Notice of Sale)
reasonably estimated to be set forth below.
The amount may be greater on the day of
sale. Trustor: Benyam Mulugeta and Paula
R.B. Mulugeta Duly Appointed Trustee: S.B.S.
TRUST DEED NETWORK, A CALIFORNIA
CORPORATION Deed of Trust recorded
10/24/2007, as Instrument No. 19627632
in book XX, page, XX of Official Records in
the office of the Recorder of Santa Clara
County, California. Date of Sale: 4/18/2019
at 10:00 AM Place of Sale: AT THE GATED
NORTH MARKET STREET ENTRANCE OF
THE SUPERIOR COURTHOUSE, 191 N. FIRST
STREET, SAN JOSE, CA Amount of unpaid
balance and other reasonable estimated
charges: $372,398.66 Property being sold
“as is- Where is” Street Address or other
common designation of real property: 1025
Harker Avenue, Palo Alto, CA 94301 A.P.N.:
003-35-097. EXHIBIT “A” Legal Description
Lot 4, as shown upon that certain Map
entitled, “Tract No. 5344 in the City of Palo
Alto,” which Map was filed for record in the
Office of the Recorder of the County of Santa
Clara, State of California, on February 16,
1973 in Book 316 of Maps at Page 54. THE
BENEFICIARY MAY ELECT, IN ITS DISCRETION,
TO EXERCISE ITS RIGHTS AND REMEDIES
IN ANY MANNER PERMITTED UNDER THE
CALIFORNIA UNIFORM COMMERCIAL CODE,
OR ANY OTHER APPLICABLE SECTION,
AS TO ALL OR SOME OF THE PERSONAL
PROPERTY, FIXTURES AND OTHER GENERAL
TANGIBLES AND INTANGIBLES MORE
PARTICULARY DESCRIBED IN THE DEED
OF TRUST, GUARANTEES, UCC’S, SECURITY
AGREEMENTS. The undersigned Trustee
disclaims any liability for any incorrectness
of the street address or other common
designation, if any, shown above. If no street
address or other common designation is
shown, directions to the location of the
property may be obtained by sending a
written request to the beneficiary within
10 days of the date of first publication of
this Notice of Sale. NOTICE TO POTENTIAL
BIDDERS: If you are considering bidding on
this property lien, you should understand that
there are risks involved in bidding at a trustee
auction. You will be bidding on a lien, not on
the property itself. Placing the highest bid
at a trustee auction does not automatically
entitle you to free and clear ownership of the
property. You should also be aware that the
lien being auctioned off may be a junior lien.
If you are the highest bidder at the auction,
you are or may be responsible for paying off
all liens senior to the lien being auctioned
off, before you can receive clear title to the
property. You are encouraged to investigate
the existence, priority, and size of outstanding
liens that may exist on this property by
contacting the county recorder’s office or a
title insurance company, either of which may
charge you a fee for this information. If you
consult either of these resources, you should
be aware that the same lender may hold
more than one mortgage or deed of trust on
the property. NOTICE TO PROPERTY OWNER:
The sale date shown on this notice of sale
may be postponed one or more times by the
mortgagee, beneficiary, trustee, or a court,
pursuant to Section 2924g of the California
Civil Code. The law requires that information
about trustee sale postponements be made
available to you and to the public, as a
courtesy to those not present at the sale.
If you wish to learn whether your sale date
has been postponed, and, if applicable,
the rescheduled time and date for the sale
of this property, you may call FOR SALES
INFORMATION, PLEASE CALL (855)9869342, or visit this Internet Web site www.
superiordefault.com using the file number
assigned to this case 2018-2359. Information
about postponements that are very short
in duration or that occur close in time to
the scheduled sale may not immediately
be reflected in the telephone information
or on the Internet Web site. The best way
to verify postponement information is to
attend the scheduled sale. Date: 3/20/2019.
S.B.S. TRUST DEED NETWORK, A CALIFORNIA
CORPORATION. 31194 La Baya Drive, Suite
106, Westlake Village, California, 91362
(818)991-4600. By: Colleen Irby, Trustee Sale
Officer. WE ARE ATTEMPTING TO COLLECT A
DEBT, AND ANY INFORMATION WE OBTAIN
WILL BE USED FOR THAT PURPOSE. (03/29/19,
04/05/19, 04/12/19 TS# 2018-2359 SDI-14429)
PAW

Sports

Track and field
(continued from page 41)

Alto’s distance medley relay team
at Stanford.
Paly’s Miranda Jimenez is
ranked fifth in the girls 3,200 with
a season-best mark of 11:21.07. Defending champion Anna Mokkapati of The King’s Academy moved
up to second with the 10:55.33 she
ran at the WBAL meet Tuesday.
Castilleja’s Tevah Gevelber is seventh (11:26.33) and Woodside’s
Sarah Perry 10th (11:29.31).
Priory’s Aniyah Augmon, who
placed second in the 100 behind

Eagle and second in the 200 behind
Hall at last year’s CCS finals as a
freshman at Silver Creek, currently
ranks second behind Eagle in the
200 with a time of 25.55. Augmon
also runs the anchor leg on Priory’s
4x100 team, which has the thirdfastest time in the CCS at 49.69.
Castilleja’s Moorea Mitchell is
another athlete within hailing distance of the leaders. She ranks fifth
in the shot put (38-7) and seventh
in the discus (117-5). The same can
be said for Sacred Heart Prep’s
Keegan Shaw (tied for fourth in
the girls long jump, 17-6 1/2) and
Gunn’s Kyla Tracy (tied for fourth
in the girls high jump). Q

Marketplace
PATTY’S
HOUSE CLEANING
SERVICE
• Residential & Commercial
• 15 Years of Experience
• Good References
• Free Estimates
Call any time

PATRICIA RAMIREZ

(650) 218-7034

To place an ad
or get a quote,
contact
Nico Navarrete
at 650.223.6582
or email
digitalads@
paweekly.com.
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Employment
TECHNOLOGY
Workday, Inc. has a Sr
Salesforce Developer
position available in Palo
Alto, CA: Design, develop
and deploy Salesforce.com
based applications. Submit
resume by mail to: Workday,
Inc., Attn: Human Resources/
Immigration, 5928 Stoneridge
Mall Road, Pleasanton, CA
94588. Must reference job
title and job code (BD-CA).

To place an ad or
get a quote,
contact Nico
Navarrete at
650.223.6582
or email
digitalads@
paweekly.com.

Associate - GIB
Associate - GIB sought by Merrill Lynch to drive the preparation of
client presentations, transaction-related docs & mkting materials.
Reqs: Bach degree or equiv & 18 mos of exp in: Preparing financial
analysis, incl. detailed valuation analysis such as discounted cash
flow, LBO analysis, accretion & dilution, IPO pro forma analysis,
comparative company analysis, precedent transaction analysis, &
sum of the parts analysis; Participating in due diligence of companies
operational & financial perf in connection w/ investment banking
transactions to confirm the assumptions used in forecasting
projections & the facts presented in mkting materials to investors
& potential buyers. Job Site: Palo Alto, CA. Ref#2600004M & submit
resume to Merrill Lynch NY1-050-03-01, 50 Rockefeller Plaza, New
York, NY 10020. No phone calls or emails. EOE.

Sports

ATHLETES OF THE WEEK

Baseball

Succe

(continued from page 41)

scored four runs on one hit in the
fifth inning to rally past visiting
Capuchino, 5-1, in a Peninsula Athletic League Bay Division baseball
game Wednesday.
Parker Isaacson threw a fivehitter for the Gators. He also had
two hits, including a run-scoring
double.
Yianni Gardner was hit by a pitch
with the bases loaded, driving in the
go-ahead run. Will Moldow also
drove in a run the painful way while
Ryan Mo and Reece Lindquist
walked to force home runs.
The Gators (7-5, 3-2) travel to
play Capuchino at 4 p.m,. Friday.
In another PAL contest, Menlo
School scored in every inning to
beat The King’s Academy 9-6 for
its first PAL victory.
The Knights (4-4, 1-2) travel to
play at The King’s Academy on
Friday. First pitch is set for 4 p.m.
TKA took an early 2-0 lead and
Menlo starter Julien Hernandez
responded by pitching four scoreless innings, allowing the Knights
to score eight unanswered innings
over the first five innings.
Hernandez got things started,
singling home Ian Collins in the
first and JC Ng’s infield grounder
scored Adam Kasser in the second.
Charlie Giesler broke the tie in the
third with a two-run single, scoring
Justin Nam and Hernandez. Q

March to

2019

Sara Osterberg

Aidan Everett

MENLO-ATHERTON TRACK
AND FIELD

GUNN BASEBALL

The senior won two events
at the Serra Top 7 meet over
the weekend, helping the
Bears win the team title. She
opened with a victory in the
1,600 meters and then won
the 3,200 meters.

The junior pitcher threw
a no-hitter in Gunn’s 5-0
road victory over Lynbrook
last week. Everett struck
out nine and faced one
over the minimum as the
Titans went 2-0 against
Lynbrook.

Menlo track and field

Jessica Eagle
Menlo-Atherton track and field

Sydney Kiu
Palo Alto softball

Sarah Perry
Woodside track and field

Kyra Pretre
Menlo track and field

Charlotte Tomkinson
Menlo track and field

%HQHÀWLQJPRUHWKDQVWXGHQWV
RIFRORUSXUVXLQJDFROOHJHGHJUHH
)RULQIRUPDWLRQDQGWLFNHWV

Honorable mention
Alexandra Chan

SATURDAY, APRIL 13

Carlos Anye Nunez

YLVLW)&(HMRLQPHRUJJDOD

Eastside Prep track and field

Nathan Fleischli
Sacred Heart Prep baseball

Larry Hart
Sacred Heart Prep lacrosse

0HGLDVSRQVRUVKLSJUDFLRXVO\
SURYLGHGE\

Theo Kim
Menlo lacrosse

Francisco Sanchez
Menlo-Atherton track and field

Andrei Volgin*
Menlo tennis
*Previous winner

Watch video interviews of the Athletes of the Week, go to PASportsOnline.com

Across
clues here in puzzle text style
1 Morty’s mom, on “Rick and Morty”
5 Short timetable?
9 Drop knowledge
14 Beige shade derived from “raw”
15 2004 Queen Latifah/Jimmy Fallon movie
16 He wears the horizontal stripes
17 Airline with only kosher in-flight meals
18 Former Israeli politician Abba
19 Word in a 1997 Will Smith title
20 Loss of prestige, perhaps
23 180, slangily
24 “I guess that’s ___”
25 Hair knot
26 Indy 500 unit
29 Fill-up option
33 Throwing ability
34 Fred who sneezed for Edison’s first film
35 Prefix for morph or plasm
36 Le ___ (French port city)
39 Their workers go to blazes, for short
40 He won “The Masked Singer” (sorry for the
spoiler)
41 “Pity, that... “
42 ___ Ranganathaswamy Temple (Hindu
pilgrimage destination)
43 “Evita” role
44 Much of their cultivation is in the dark
50 Abbr. on a French envelope
51 True crime author Rule
52 Article in Berlin?
53 Boot part
54 Future aspirations
58 Noun category
60 Meat seasoning mixtures
61 “Boo’d Up” singer Mai
62 “Riptide” singer Joy
63 Cookie with a 2019 “The Most Stuf” variety
(around 4x)
64 “Carpe ___!”

“Mighty Good Connections” — Two letters in a row. Matt Jones

This week’s SUDOKU

Answers on page 27.

Answers on page 27.

65 See-through
66 Exhausted
67 “Your excellency”
Down
clues here in puzzle text style
1 Strengthen, as security
2 Custard-filled pastry
3 Ireland’s ___ Bay
4 Boat’s bottom
5 Chest bone
6 Detonation sound
7 Physical, e.g.
8 Pictographical Zapf typeface characters
9 Selena’s music genre
10 Carolina Panthers safety Reid

11 Tommy’s cousin on “Rugrats”
12 Smoke, informally
13 “Over here”
21 Renaissance ___
22 Sign of oxidation
27 Opposing opinion
28 Serf
30 Boggy area
31 Fizzle out
32 Cartoon skunk PepÈ
36 “Mad Men” star Jon
37 Reunion attendee
38 Petroleum product and long-time pageant
secret used on teeth (ew)
39 Prime seating choice

www.sudoku.name

40 Sandal strip
42 Karaoke selection
43 Harvard color
45 Park employee
46 Big name in baby food
47 And others, in footnotes
48 Painter’s purchase
49 TV Street celebrating a 50th anniversary
55 More than enough, for some
56 Currency symbol that looks like a C
crossed with an equals sign
57 Some humongous ref. books
58 Electronics dept. displays
59 “You think that’s the right answer??”
©2019 Jonesin’ Crosswords (jonesincrosswords@gmail.com)

www.PaloAltoOnline.com • Palo Alto Weekly • March 29, 2019 • Page 43

Matt Skrabo in Palo Alto & Atherton
SALE PENDING

500 St. Claire Dr, Palo Alto

4 Bed, 4 Bath | 2,612 SQ.FT. Livable | 7,000 SQ.FT. Lot
Offered At: $3,998,000 | Visit: www.500StClaire.com

SALE PENDING

61 Faxon Rd, Atherton
7 bed, 12 bath | 13,014 SQ.FT. Livable | 1.07 Acre Lot
Offered At: $26,500,000 | Visit: www.61Faxon.com

MATT
SKRABO

3 RD GENERATION REALTOR ®

(650) 804-6673
matt@mattskrabo.com

DRE# 01910597
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