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Easy access to
the care you need
when you need it
For treatment of colds, flu, minor injuries, and other common conditions,
rely on Stanford Express Care and the Stanford Walk-In Clinic.
With extended hours and multiple locations, they give you easy
access to precisely the right care at the right time in the right place.
Stanford Express Care
Palo Alto

Stanford Express Care
San Jose

Stanford
Walk-In Clinic

Same-day appointments

Same-day appointments

No appointment needed

211 Quarry Road, Suite 102
Palo Alto, CA 94304

52 Skytop Street, Suite 10
San Jose, CA 95134

211 Quarry Road, Suite 402
Palo Alto, CA 94304

call: 650.736.5211

call: 669.294.8888

call: 650.497.3940

visit: 7 days/week
9:00am–9:00pm

visit: 7 days/week
9:00am–9:00pm

visit: Monday–Friday
3:30pm–11:00pm

Pediatric patients
6 months and older
welcome in all clinics

stanfordhealthcare.org/carechooser
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Investing in a free public commuter
shuttle network that provides over
3 million rides per year. So everyone
has a better commute.
Stanford has called Santa Clara County home for 128 years. That’s why we’re investing in critical local transportation
projects to provide more alternatives to traditional commutes. In fact, since 2003, the university has reduced the
percentage of single-occupancy vehicle commuters to and from campus from 69% to 43% today. We're finding
sustainable solutions to help the community get to where they need to go.

L E A R N M O R E A T G U P. S T A N F O R D . E D U
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Upfront

Local news, information and analysis

Embattled Ravenswood supe forced to resign
Board ends Gloria Hernandez-Goff’s controversial
tenure as head of East Palo Alto school district
by Elena Kadvany

T

hree weeks after placing the
Ravenswood City School
District’s controversial superintendent on paid administrative leave, the Board of Education quietly — and unanimously
— accepted her resignation in a
special closed-session meeting on

Tuesday night.
Board President Tamara Sobomehin confirmed Wednesday that
the board approved a separation
agreement with Superintendent
Gloria Hernandez-Goff. Her employment will be terminated effective March 31.

District staff were notified via
email on Tuesday night.
Under the agreement, the district will pay Hernandez-Goff
$160,873 — the equivalent of 10
month’s pay, or the remainder of
this year — and any unused vacation time. The agreement appears
to be a termination by mutual
consent, which is one termination option provided for in her
contract.
The agreement prevents Her-

nandez-Goff from being rehired
by the district at any time in the
future and from suing the district,
its trustees or its employees in
connection with her employment.
Hernandez-Goff also agreed not
to seek monetary damages of any
kind.
The document also states that
Hernandez-Goff has seven days
to revoke the agreement after she
executes it. It was presented to
her on March 12, and she and her

attorney signed it on March 15.
Hired in 2013, Hernandez-Goff
will be leaving before the end of
her current two-year contract,
which the board renewed amid
community protest last April. She
could not be reached for comment.
Hernandez-Goff was a divisive
figure in the K-8 district, with
staunch allies who defended her
efforts to turn around the district
(continued on page 11)

LAND USE

County staff
to Stanford:
Add more
housing
As university seeks permit
to expand, county adds
conditions of approval

and “regular.”
“We’re doing more today than
ever to ensure the test scores we
report to colleges are accurate and
valid,” the College Board said in
a statement in response to the federal criminal case.
Several of the colleges and universities whose staff were indicted, by contrast, quickly launched
internal investigations into their
admissions and gifts policies and

by Gennady Sheyner
anta Clara County may require Stanford University
to nearly quadruple the
number of new housing units it
has to build for its employees to
secure permission for its ambitious campus-expansion plan.
County staff last week recommended a set of conditions as
part of the approval of Stanford’s
application for a new generaluse permit, which would guide
the university’s growth between
now and 2035. Stanford is seeking to add up to 2.275 million
square feet of new academic
space, 2,600 student beds and
550 units of housing for faculty
and staff.
The staff’s conditions, which
are subject to approval by the
county Board of Supervisors,
would upend Stanford’s proposed
plans by requiring an additional
1,622 units of faculty and staff
housing, for a minimum of 2,172
units, along with the 2,600 student
beds that Stanford had proposed.
The university could go beyond
the minimum requirement and
build up to 2,892 housing units
and 2,807 student beds, according to the county conditions.
The staff also is proposing a requirement that at least 70 percent
of the housing — or 1,520 faculty/
staff units — be built on campus.
The proposal, which board
President Joe Simitian discussed
in a Town Hall meeting on March

(continued on page 10)

(continued on page 12)
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Veronica Weber

Hungry, hungry heron
A great blue heron looks for prey among the foliage at Stanford University near Palm Drive.

EDUCATION

$75K for a fake ACT score? Students say
cheating happens without the big bucks
Despite scandal, SAT and ACT nonprofits won’t
disclose if they’re tightening test-taking measures
by Elena Kadvany
can make scores hap- having a proctor answer the quespen, and nobody on the tions for her.
Caplan allegedly paid $75,000
planet can get scores to
for this service.
happen.”
Last week’s federal indictment
William “Rick” Singer boasted
this to Gordon Caplan last sum- of 50 people in a nationwide colmer as they discussed how Sing- lege-admissions bribery scheme
er would arrange for Caplan’s pulled the curtain back on a
daughter to get high scores on well-oiled test-cheating machine
the ACT and SAT — namely, by that involved paid-off proctors,

“I

falsified learning disabilities and
one individual who could “nail”
parents’ desired score for their
child. Two SAT and ACT administrators were among the indicted.
Both the ACT and the College
Board, which administers the
SAT, refused to say this week
whether the case has prompted
any additional scrutiny of their
test-taking procedures, including accommodations for disability. They characterized review
of their policies as “ongoing”
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H

ow can artificial intelligence help improve human life and solve intrinsic world problems such as infant
mortality and flooding? How does
society protect against human obsolescence because of AI and how
does society prevent a technological backlash?
Stanford University plans to
tackle these questions and more
through its new Institute for Human-Centered Artificial Intelligence, which was formally ushered
in through a daylong symposium
on Monday that featured keynote
speakers Microsoft founder Bill
Gates and Gov. Gavin Newsom.
The institute is launching with
200 participating faculty members
from the university’s seven schools
and will add at least 20 new faculty
members in the humanities, engineering, medicine, the arts and basic sciences. It will also work with
companies in finance, technology,
health care and manufacturing.
The initiative has already supported about 55 interdisciplinary
research teams including a project
to assist the resettlement of refugees; a system to improve health
care delivery in hospital intensivecare units; and a study of the impact of autonomous vehicles on social governance and infrastructure.
The institute is led by philosophy professor and former provost
John Etchemendy and Fei-Fei Li,
a computer science professor and
former director of the Stanford
AI Lab. On Monday, Li said that
about five years ago she became
concerned that a very narrow
group of people was developing
technology, and most AI developers were “guys in hoodies.”
“There is a lack of (diverse) representation and a need for a more
human mission,” she said.
Gates said that AI has tremendous potential to impact health
outcomes in developing countries, places where he has a particular interest and has made many

contributions through the Bill and
Melinda Gates Foundation.
“Up to 20 percent of children
in very poor countries die before
the age of 5, and 40 percent of
the remainder will never develop
physically or mentally to their full
capacity. ... Their ability to learn
and contribute is permanently
damaged,” he said.
AI’s ability to look at the microcosmic level has reaped some valuable information that could not have
been deduced otherwise. Gates
said that in one research study, they
found that giving azithromycin, an
antibiotic costing only pennies a
dose, could save 100,000 lives, but
it is disappearing from patients’ systems within a few days.
“So there’s something about
their microbiome (in the gut) that
is having a profound effect, and I
don’t believe that without machinelearning techniques that we will
ever be able to take the dimensionality of this problem and be able to
find a solution about what is going
on there.”
Gates believes that in the next
10 years new medicines will be
discovered at rapid paces because
of AI.
He also said AI could be particularly useful for solving issues
related to education, such as why
dropout rates have really not improved; why some teachers are
so good; why some students are
not motivated; what makes some
teachers so effective; and what interventions really work.
“That would be a very profound thing,” he said. “I think it
is a chance, given the incredibly
general-purpose nature of these
technologies, to find patterns and
insights. It’s a chance to do something in terms of social-science
policy — particularly education
policy — also health care quality,
health care costs. ... It’s a chance
to supercharge the social sciences
(continued on page 11)
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Palo Alto punts decision
on rail redesign — again
City faces continued uncertainty over rail plans, funding
by Gennady Sheyner

Veronica Weber

group to consider the big question
of funding.
The working group — which
will likely include local businesses, representatives from Stanford
Research Park and members of
the current “community working
group” that is working with consultants on analyzing grade-separation alternatives — is the biggest
change to the years-long process.
Councilman Tom DuBois argued that such a group would be
necessary to conduct outreach and
get “buy-in” from the community
for a possible ballot measure to
fund any chosen alternative.
While council members had
often alluded to the prospect of a
business tax in 2020 to pay for the
grade separations, which could
cost more than $1 billion, some in
the business community protested
on Monday that they’d been excluded from the discussion.
Judy Kleinberg, president of
the Palo Alto Chamber of Commerce, urged the council not to
make any decisions about funding until it hears from businesses.
To date, she said the chamber and

A car waits at the Churchill Avenue rail crossing for a commuter train to pass by on March 21. The Palo
Alto City Council decided this week to postpone a decision until October on how to reconfigure four city
streets that currently intersect the railroad tracks.
The funding plan is further
complicated by uncertainty over
regional funding. The city, along
with Mountain View and Sunnyvale, is eligible for a portion of
$700 million from the Santa Clara
Valley Transportation Authority’s
(VTA) Measure B, a tax measure
that voters passed in 2016. City
officials have long acknowledged that Palo Alto is far behind
the other cities in deciding on a
grade-separation plan (Mountain View has already prepared
its environmental documents for
its projects at the Castro Street
and Rengstorff Avenue crossings
and is set to receive $31 million),
which may make it harder for the

business community members
“have not been asked to participate in discussions on either grade
separations or how to fund them.”
Council members also agreed
that the city needs to do far more
outreach, including polling and
focus groups, before it reaches the
critical decision. Councilwoman
Alison Cormack urged the creation
of a “dynamic model” that will allow residents to weigh the tradeoffs between different alternatives.
“I’m not going to be prepared to
make a decision to support a final
decision on an alternative unless
I understand how likely the community is to support a financing
program for it,” Cormack said.

city to receive bond funding.
Last week, City Manager Ed
Shikada requested $4 million from
the VTA to aid the city’s ongoing
efforts: $1 million to support a “coordinated area plan” around the
Palo Alto Avenue crossing and $3
million for work at the Churchill
Avenue, Charleston Road and
Meadow Drive crossings.
Shikada noted that residents’
preferred grade-separation alternative may depend on the funding
sources.
“We will get great polling results if someone else is picking
up the tab,” Shikada said. “At the
(continued on page 8)
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HAPPENS
At Stratford, students accomplish extraordinary things. Our
advanced yet balanced curriculum propels students to excel
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alo Alto’s deadline for
choosing new configurations for its four railroad
crossings has been put off yet
again, this time to October.
In voting 4-0 to postpone the
city’s final decision — originally
scheduled to be made last December and then moved to this month
— City Council members on
Monday tacitly acknowledged that
the process of deciding on how to
separate four city roads from the
railroad tracks where they intersect is far more complex than city
leaders had initially expected.
Vice Mayor Adrian Fine, who
chairs the council’s Rail Committee, and council members Alison
Cormack, Tom DuBois and Lydia
Kou approved the postponement;
Greg Tanaka was absent while
Mayor Eric Filseth and Councilwoman Liz Kniss were both
recused.
To get the work to completion,
the council also agreed to add
$500,000 to the city’s contract
with the engineering firm Aecom, which is managing the process, and to set up a new working

AND CO

L
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Upfront

Online This Week

These and other news stories were posted on Palo Alto Online
throughout the week. For longer versions, go to
www.PaloAlto Online.com/news.

Police cleared in teacher shooting
A San Mateo County District Attorney’s investigation has
cleared Redwood City police officers who fatally shot a Palo
Alto teacher in the yard of his home in December. But while
the officers have been absolved of culpability by the district attorney’s investigation, Kyle Hart’s wife disputed the findings on
Wednesday. (Posted March 20, 6:50 p.m.)

Intruder interrupts woman’s study session
A man who trespassed into an apartment surprised a Palo Alto
woman when he entered her bedroom early Sunday morning,
according to police. (Posted March 20, 5:40 p.m.)

Ex-U.S. Defense Secretary returns to Stanford
Former U.S. Secretary of Defense Jim Mattis will return to a
fellowship at Stanford University’s Hoover Institution think tank
in May after resigning from his White House post in December.
(Posted March 20, 8:18 a.m.)

City prepares for sea level rise
With rising tides threatening to submerge the Palo Alto Baylands by mid-century, city officials agreed on Monday that they
need to explore new barriers - both physical and legislative - to
protect coastal area from sea level rise. (Posted March 19, 12:26 a.m.)
Want to get news briefs emailed to you every weekday?
Sign up for Express, our daily e-edition.
Go to www.PaloAltoOnline.com to sign up.

Rail
(continued from page 7)

same time, if there were a share
and we need to narrow the assumption on the share that could
be a general tax for Palo Alto
taxpayers, that might very well
change the outcome.”
Shikada also noted that assembling the new working group will
be a complex endeavor that will require more staff work and expenditures. Even so, DuBois argued that
creating a new group would be a
critical step to getting community
buy-in on the complex project,
which is likely to affect property
ownership and traffic patterns.
“A working group is a key issue,” DuBois said. “How will we
get to something that a community will support?”
The council’s vote this week to
postpone the decision came in response to two options presented
by Shikada: move the decision to
June or to October. In choosing
the latter option, the group acknowledged the magnitude of the
project, which everyone agreed
requires far more traffic analysis
and community input.
Those points were underscored
at Monday’s meeting, which dozens of residents attended to offer
their own ideas and request more
study of the seven options currently on the table. Some urged council members to eliminate all options that could involve property

CityView
A round-up

of Palo Alto government action this week

City Council (March 18)

Sea level rise: The council approved a policy for preparing for sea-level rise.
Yes: Unanimous
Rail: The council’s Rail Committee as a whole directed staff to extend the timeline
for picking a preferred alternative for grade separation until October, add money
to the AECOM budget and create a working group to consider ways to fund the
project. Yes: Cormack, DuBois, Fine, Kou Absent: Tanaka Recused: Filseth, Kniss

Council Finance Committee (March 19)

Water: The committee heard a presentation about financial forecasts and
projected rate changes for water and wastewater utilities. Action: None
Finances: The committee discussed and approved staff plan for identifying $4
million in savings in the General Fund budget. Yes: Unanimous

Architectural Review Board (March 21)
700 Welch Road: The board approved a sign program proposed by the
Stanford University Medical Center. Yes: Unanimous

LET’S DISCUSS: Read the latest local news headlines and talk
about the issues at Town Square at PaloAltoOnline.com

seizures. Other said they were
concerned about the proposal to
close Churchill Avenue to traffic,
which they argued would shift
more cars to the Professorville
neighborhood.
Several residents of Professorville also chafed at a recent traffic
analysis of this option, which did
not consider the intersection of
Emerson Street and Embaradero
Road. (Even Shikada noted that
the study needs more work.)
The closure of Churchill is one
of six proposals currently on the
table (the council had previously

agreed to pull the northernmost
crossing, Palo Alto Avenue, out of
the discussion and to consider it
as part of a Downtown Specific
Plan). The options include a tunnel in south Palo Alto; closure of
Churchill; a citywide tunnel; and
three alternatives for the Meadow
Drive and Charleston Road options: a trench, a viaduct and a
“hybrid” that involves the lowering of the roads and the raising of
the tracks. Q
Staff Writer Gennady Sheyner
can be emailed at gsheyner@
paweekly.com.

The right solution for

your growing business
From working capital to buying a new property,
our SBA small business loans can help with a
variety of ﬁnancing needs and take your business
to the next level.

Why choose an SBA loan:
As low as 10% down payment for
real estate purchases

Financing for special-purpose
properties

Longer term = smaller payments

Wide range of loan purposes

Limited time offer:
Apply for a SBA 7(a) term loan by 6/30/19 and receive up to

$2,500 packaging fee waiver.*

For details, visit eastwestbank.com/apply19 or call 888.245.1756.

* Offer valid until 6/30/2019. Packaging fee waiver promotion only applies to SBA 7(a) term loans and will be credited at loan funding. Applications must be received by June 30, 2019 with funding no later than September 30, 2019. Other
fees and charges apply. Loan products are subject to East West Bank’s application, underwriting, appraisal, and credit approval requirements. All rates, terms, guidelines, and products are subject to change or termination without prior
notice. Other limitations and restrictions may apply.
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620 FREMONT STREET, MENLO PARK

1301 HAMILTON AVENUE, PALO ALTO

OPEN HOUSE
SATURDAY
2-4PM

3 Bed | 2.5 Bath | $3,098,000 | 620Fremont.com

4 Bed | 3.5 Bath | $7,649,000 | 1301Hamilton.com

675 NASH AVENUE, MENLO PARK

812 LINCOLN AVENUE, PALO ALTO

OPEN HOUSE
SAT & SUN
2-4PM

2 Bed | 1 Bath | $2,075,000 | 675Nash.com

OPEN HOUSE
SUNDAY
2-4PM

6 Bed | 6.5 Bath | $6,725,000 | 812Lincoln.com

A Fresh Approach
Relentless energy. Relevant expertise. And results beyond
expectations — every time. These are but a few of the things
Judy Citron’s clients say set her apart. Over 25 years, she has
JOKdaO^bdzbWb B|oOBoOB_OpsBsOBpBOoKOÛVBbMpødb
advocate for her clients.

Judy Citron
650.400.8424
judy@judycitron.com
judycitron.com
DRE 01825569

#20 Agent
Nationwide, WSJ 2018

Rankings provided courtesy of Real Trends, The Thousand list of individual agents by total sales volume in 2018. Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Number 01527235. All material presented herein is intended for
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Upfront

Tests

Public Agenda

(continued from page 5)

A preview of Palo Alto government meetings next week
CITY COUNCIL ... The council does not have a meeting scheduled this week.
COUNCIL APPOINTED OFFICERS COMMITTEE ... The committee
plans to discuss the annual performance evaluation process for council
appointed officers. The meeting will begin at 4:30 p.m. on Monday, March
24, at the Community Meeting Room at City Hall, 250 Hamilton Ave.
BOARD OF EDUCATION ... The school board will vote to accept
funding from the county for a Magical Bridge playground at El
Carmelo Elementary School and discuss a schematic design for a
new multipurpose building at the school, as well as discuss Stanford
University’s proposed general use permit (GUP), a report on A-G college
requirements and the superintendent’s district-wide plan, the “PAUSD
Promise.” The meeting will begin at 6:30 p.m. on Tuesday, March 26, at
the district office, 25 Churchill Ave.
PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION ... The commission plans to
hear presentations on the Urban Forest Master Plan and on the city’s
Sea Level Rise Policy. The meeting will begin at 7 p.m. on Tuesday,
March 26, in the Council Chambers at City Hall, 250 Hamilton Ave.
PLANNING AND TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION ... The commission
plans to consider a proposal to demolish an existing restaurant building
at 1700 and 1730 Embarcadero Road and the existing 15,700-squarefoot Audi service building and to construct a two-story 84,900-squarefoot automobile dealership for Mercedes and Audi. The meeting will
begin at 6 p.m. on Wednesday, March 27, in the Council Chambers at
City Hall, 250 Hamilton Ave.

even of the current students who
were implicated in the indictment.
Some high school students who
agonize over preparing for these
standardized exams, knowing that
their scores will decide their access
to certain tiers of colleges and universities, say the allegations in this
case are a reminder that the testing
system is unfair and gameable.
“The entire scandal takes away
opportunities from kids that have
worked really hard to get where
they want to be,” said Diego Diaz, a
freshman at Palo Alto High School.
“I feel like it’s just not a fair process anymore, and there need to
be precautions to make sure that
doesn’t happen again,” he said.
Other students feel, however,
that the testing organizations have
done what they can to ensure fairness for all students — and that
with a national network of proctors and millions of students taking the exam throughout the year,

those who want to cheat the system
will likely find a way.
Hannah Suh, a junior at Gunn
High School, said she wasn’t surprised by the test-cheating allegations. Cheating on the SAT and
ACT is common, she said, and is
often enabled by the variance in
proctors’ adherence to required
test-taking procedures.
In her experience, proctors range
from strict — monitoring students
closely by walking throughout the
room during the full administration
of the hours-long test — to lenient
and even “unprofessional.” When
she took the ACT last semester, a
proctor used a timer on a microwave to time the exam, accidentally
turning on the actual microwave a
few times.
Some proctors read a book at the
front of the room, she said, making
it easier for students to cheat.
“Both the College Board and the
ACT seem to have loose regulations, and many students are under
the impression that if you have the
money and the connections it is
very possible to cheat on the tests,”

You Need to Act Now
PAID POLITICAL ADVERTISEMENT

Last Sunday, more than 200 people from Palo Alto and surrounding cities attended a
Town Hall meeting to learn more about Senate Bill SB 50 (sponsored principally by Scott
Wiener of San Francisco). SB 50 is a proposed state law currently being considered by
the California Legislature that would take away ciritcal zoning control over height, density
and parking requirements from local municipalities like Palo Alto and Menlo Park.
SB 50 is but one of an extensive number of legislative bills that have been introduced
in the Legislature during the past two months to address what many are calling a
housing crisis. While there is a housing shortage in the Bay Area, this has been caused
by excessive profit-driven, office/R&D development in the past, which shows no signs
of slowing down. These bills would strip away local zoning control in support of highdensity housing in places in our communities, including Palo Alto and Menlo Park, where
we never thought it would happen, that is, in detached single-family residential districts
(the R-1 single-family residential district in Palo Alto)
The bills are in their respective policy committees now and will move out of committee
by April 26th. If you are concerned, as we are, about loss of local zoning control, NOW
is Time to Take Action.
CALL OR SEND AN EMAIL TO your local state Senator and Assembly Member *TODAY* to
express your opposition to Sentate Bill 50 and any other bill that takes away local control, which
bills, if passed, would adversely affect the quality of life we currently have and want to maintain
in our communities.
CONTACT State Senator JERRY HILL for the 13th Senate District (covering Palo Alto and nearby
communities at (916) 615-4013 or by sending an email by way of sd1.senate.ca.gov and the
Contact ME link.
CONTACT State Assemblyman MARC BERMAN for the 24th Assembly District (convering Palo
Alto and nearby communities at (916) 319-2024 or by sending an email by way of a24.as.dc.org
and the Contact Marc Link.

STOP THIS LEGISLATIVE ATTACK ON OUR WAY OF LIFE. ACT NOW.
Paid for by Palo Altans for Sensible Zoning

(FPPC #1359196)

(sensiblezoning.org)

Suh said.
She said the nonprofit ACT and
College Board can do more to improve their training for proctors
and more strictly regulate “what a
proctor should and should not do
during a test.”
ACT said it contracts with people around the country to administer the exam locally while the
College Board relies on schools
to select administrators and proctors. Neither organization immediately responded to questions
about their training requirements
for proctors.
Other students, however, said
they haven’t personally observed
any cheating during the exams and
think the testing environments are
secure.
Cheating can take place outside
of the testing room, too, with students posting answers on discussion website Reddit, said Caroline Furrier, a senior and Palo
Alto High School’s school board
representative.
Students also don’t have an
“equal playing field going in” to
the tests, Furrier said.
“Some students can pay large
sums of money for special tutoring programs that can guarantee
a certain score. Essentially buying
a great test score is very common
but is not looked down upon in the
same way as the bribing that occurred recently,” she said.
Ben Gordon, a junior at Paly, defended the national testing organizations and said they should be given more time to consider whether
any policy changes are necessary.
“I think the actions of the few
can’t represent the hard work
that all these proctors have gone
through as well as the College
Board in ensuring security in standardized testing,” he said. “I feel
safe and comfortable that I (was)
given a fair shot in the two SAT
exams I’ve taken.”
The College Board said it has
“significantly increased our test
security efforts and resources in
recent years,” including producing more test content, banning and
collecting cell phones, using lock
boxes and “conducting data-driven
analyses of test taker behaviors.”
ACT declined to provide information about specific testing procedures, citing security.
Several parents indicted in the
admissions scheme took advantage of testing accommodations
to secure their children extra time
and the ability to take the exams
separate from the typical group
administration. Families of students with disabilities and their
advocates say they worry this
could cause unfair blowback for
the students for whom special accommodations are crucial.
The College Board said it was
not aware of anyone taking advantage of its accommodations policy
prior to this case.
On Tuesday, March 26, Palo Alto
youth mental health nonprofit Children’s Health Council is hosting a
community town hall to discuss
the admissions case, which “amplifies the culture of stress around
(continued on next page)
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AI institute

(continued from previous page)

(continued from page 6)

admissions and reinforces the
stigma attached to learning differences and accommodations, leaving parents concerned that their
kids’ evaluations won’t be taken
seriously any more,” CHC said.
A panel and Q&A will feature CHC Chief Clinical Officer
Ramsey Khasho; Denise Pope,
founder of Stanford University
school-reform group Challenge
Success; and Gunn High School
senior Meghna Singh. For more
information and to RSVP, go to
bit.ly/2CtNG58. Q
Editorial Assistant Cierra
Bailey contributed reporting to
this story. Staff Writer Elena
Kadvany can be emailed at
ekadvany@paweekly.com.

with the most important by far
being education itself,” he said.
Still, he said, development of
human-centered AI requires responsible management.
“The world hasn’t had too many
technologies that are both promising and dangerous,” he said.
“With AI, the power of it is so incredible that it will change society
in some very deep ways. The fact
that the technology is moving so
quickly (as are) the policies and
understanding around it — even
something as simple as face recognition — what sort of awareness and use case should there be
for that?”
Newsom said the country and
the state are only contributing a

pittance toward scaling up training
for the AI revolution. He noted that
Singapore is offering every citizen
a rebate and tax break based on
age to improve their skills to address the changing reality in every
industry affected by AI.
Their road map is measured
not in decades but in three to four
years, a stark contrast to the lack
of a national training program in
the U.S.
California’s state budget has
dedicated $10 million to increase
AI training at community colleges, Newsom said.
Stanford plans to build a
200,000-square-foot building that
will house the Institute for HumanCentered Artificial Intelligence
and a new Data Science Institute. Q
Staff Writer Sue Dremann
can be emailed at sdremann@
paweekly.com.

Superintendent

director of student services and
a longtime employee, has been
serving as acting superintendent
in Hernandez-Goff’s absence. Q
Listen to or watch the March
1 episode of “Behind the Headlines,” in which Weekly journalists discuss the leadership battle
at the Ravenswood school district, available on our YouTube
page at YouTube.com/paweekly/
videos and new podcast page at
PaloAltoOnline.com/podcasts. Q
Staff Writer Elena Kadvany
can be emailed at ekadvany@
paweekly.com.

Ravenswood City School
District Superintendent Gloria
Hernandez-Goff discusses the
district’s proposed budget for
the coming year during a press
conference in December 2018.

(continued from page 5)

and fervent critics who accused
her of financial mismanagement,
nepotism and retaliation.
The board’s decision to place
her on paid leave reflected that division. The board’s newest trustees, Sobomehin and Vice President Stephanie Fitch, along with
Marielena Gaona-Mendoza, voted
in support, while Ana Pulido and
Sharifa Wilson cast the “no” votes.
Gina Sudaria, the district’s

Veronica Weber

Tests

Music, theater, dance,
and more in the heart
of Silicon Valley

Bing Concert Hall
Stanford University

Australian Chamber
Orchestra

Meredith Monk

Emmet Cohen Trio

Cellular Songs

with Sheila Jordan

Considering Matthew
Shepard

The acclaimed orchestra
performs a program of Mozart,
Brahms, and the U.S. premiere
of Samuel Adams’ “Movements

& Tootie Heath

Conspirare

(for us and them)”

A work inspired by biological
processes of the fundamental
unit of life that can serve as a
prototype for human behavior
in our tumultuous world

S U N, M A R 31
2:30 P M
B I N G C O N C E RT H A L L

SAT, A P R 6
7:30 P M
B I N G C O N C E RT H A L L

Multifaceted American
jazz pianist and composer,
Emmet Cohen, and his trio
will join forces with two
jazz legends

A musical and multimedia
response to the anti-gay
hate crime 20 years ago
that captured the world’s
attention

F R I & SAT, A P R 12 & 13
7:00 P M & 9:00 P M
B I N G ST U D I O

SAT, A P R 1 3
7:30 P M
B I N G C O N C E RT H A L L

SEASON MEDIA SPONSORS

BUY
TICKETS

live.stanford.edu
650.724.2464
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Learn the Guitar this Spring
Carol McComb’s “Starting to Play” workshop
hop includes
the FREE use of a Loaner Guitar for the duration
ration
or eight
of the classes. * Regular cost is just $180 for
weeks of group lessons, and all music is included.
ncluded.
d.
* “Starting to Play” meets for one hour each Monday
day night
nig
for eight weeks beginning April 1st.
For more information about this and Carol’s other classes
at Gryphon, visit www.carolmccomb.com
and click on “group classes.”

Stringed Instruments
Since 1969

650  493 2131
3HTILY[(]LU\L7HSV(S[V
www.gryphonstrings.com

Gilbert L. Draper

March 8, 1929 - March 12, 2019
It is with heavy hearts
that the children of Gilbert
L. Draper announce his
passing on March 12, 2019,
at the age of 90. Gil was a
remarkable self-made man
who came a long way from
his humble beginnings
in Brooklyn, N.Y. Gil was
born Gilbert Laurence
Dropkin, the only son to
Minna and Buff Dropkin.
He lived with his parents
through his college years.
His favorite past time was
playing his saxophone
which he practiced in his
parent’s apartment basement for hours at a time. He met
and married Terry Rudolph in 1953 and had his first child,
Anne, the following year. Gil was offered a good job, working in his fathers-in-law real estate business, but declined.
Craving independence and adventure Gil moved his new
family to California where he took to the road as a traveling
salesman.
A passionate man, Gil enjoyed life’s big and little pleasures. He played saxophone and clarinet with various
bands, including a steady gig at the Lamp Light in Sunnyvale. Gil spent as much time as he could out of doors with
his camera photographing the world around him. An artist
in every sense, he fine-tuned his skill by reading, studying
and participating in workshops and local photography
clubs, winning many awards for his efforts. He loved taking weekend trips with his family exploring the northern
California coast especially the hills of Yosemite. Gil lived in
the moment and even the simple things like having a meal
were always imbued by his passionate nature.
As his family grew Gil sought greater happiness in his
choice of career. Combining his knowledge of sales with
his love of music he opened Draper’s Music Center on California Ave. in Palo Alto in 1966. The music store quickly
became a sanctuary for area musicians. In addition to selling instruments Gil served the greater community by supplying and donating band equipment to schools, providing
much needed studio rental space and created a happening
place for people to “talk music” with his staff of experienced
musicians.
Gil touched people in so many ways; though his art, as
a teacher, employer, parent and mentor. To see the world
through Gil’s eyes was to constantly rediscover life’s beauty
and embrace all its possibilities. He will be missed.
Gil is survived by his children; Anne Wernick and husband Dean (Ike) Eichelberger, Ruth Draper and husband
Chris Rickets and Dean Draper; his grandchildren; Aaron
Wernick, Kyle Rickets and Miles and Denver Draper; and
his two dogs, Lady and Sunny.
In lieu of gifts, the family asks that donations be made to
the ASPCA or animal shelter of your choice.
PAID
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Stanford
(continued from page 5)

14 in Palo Alto’s City Council
Chambers, also includes a 99year prohibition on development
in the foothills (which can only be
overturned with approval of four
of five board members) and a revised methodology for measuring
Stanford’s traffic impacts, with
more consideration of reverse
commutes and a new emphasis
on limiting the growth of average
daily traffic.
The new general-use permit
(GUP), much like the one the
Board of Supervisors approved
in 2000, will require Stanford to
meet a goal of “no net new car
trips” on campus. But whereas
the existing permit gauges Stanford’s compliance by measuring
trips during a “peak hour,” the
new permit would base it on a
three-hour “peak period” under
the county’s proposal.
While all these conditions are
yet to be reviewed by the board,

at least one member has already
embraced some of them. In explaining the county position on
housing, Simitian noted that Stanford’s expansion plan would bring
an estimated 9,610 new people to
the campus, according to the environmental analysis for the GUP.
The student beds, he noted, would
only take care of 2,600 people
(assuming one person per bed).
This, Simitian noted, leaves 7,010
people looking for housing.
“I don’t think 550 units of
housing is sufficient to address
the housing needs,” Simitian told
the crowd during the Town Hall,
which was co-sponsored by the
Palo Alto Weekly. “This has been
the source of discussion pretty
much from day one with respect
to the proposal.”
The list of conditions did little,
however, to address the topic that
many in the community turned
out to hear about: the impact of
Stanford’s growth on the Palo
Alto Unified School District.
Prior to the Town Hall, dozens
of residents, including parents,

PET EMERGENCY TRANSPORTATION UNIT
)VVR`V\YZ[[YHUZWVY[
YV\UK[YPWFREE[OYV\NO4HYJO
4VU-YP WT7LHR/V\YZ HT[VWT
WT

833.PET.2VET 833.738.2838

Nancy Rae Teater
(1945 – 2019)

It is with great sorrow that we
announce the death of Nancy Rae
Teater, 73, a 42 year resident of Palo
Alto, who died at home on Thursday,
March 7.
Nancy was born in Madison,
Wisconsin to Ray and Mabel
Teater and spent her early years in
Wheeling, West Virginia. She moved
with her family to Salt Lake City in
elementary school. She received a
bachelor’s degree in English from
the University of Utah, a master’s in Library Science from the
University of Pittsburgh, and an MBA from Golden Gate University
in San Francisco. She worked at a number of bay area companies
including SRI International, Stanford University, Hewlett Packard,
and Edelman Public Relations. Before her retirement in 2008, she
ran her own public relations company, Hamilton Communications,
which catered to Silicon Valley startups.
Nancy’s mother gave her the nickname “NRT” (pronounced
nert), a moniker that she would enjoy her entire life, and the name
by which her close friends knew her.
Always interested in nature and animals, Nancy studied wild
flowers in the field and gardening at home. Later in life, she found
her passion in birding and, by traveling to rather exotic and remote
locations, compiled a life list of over 1700 species. She volunteered for
International Bird Rescue and San Francisco Bay Bird Observatory
and was a group leader in the annual Christmas Bird Count as well
as the Santa Clara Audubon summer bird count.
Nancy is survived by her husband of 45 years, Richard Johnsson,
and Charlie, her cat of 7 years. NRT will be profoundly missed by a
great number of friends and many domestic and wild animals.
There will be a private memorial at a later date. Memorial
donations may be made to International Bird Rescue (https://www.
bird-rescue.org) or the Cornell Lab of Ornithology (https://www.
birds.cornell.edu).
PAID

OBITUARY

students, school district officials
and City Council members, rallied outside City Hall at King
Plaza to demand “full mitigation”
from Stanford, a phrase that Simitian also used in describing his
goals for the project.
The list of conditions only calls
for Stanford to relocate a designated school site from the east
side of the campus to the west
side. It does not, however, require
the university to either contribute funding to the school district
or to help it build a new school
to serve the expected influx of
students — two ideas the Palo
Alto Board of Education had officially requested of Stanford last
November.
Simitian said the lack is a function of state law, which limits the
county’s ability to address school
impacts as part of its environmental-review process.
“We don’t have as many tools as
we would like in the land use process to help our schools,” Simitian
said at the rally. “We can address
traffic, we can address housing,
we can address open-space protection, but what we don’t have by
virtue of state law is a lot of tools
to help us help our local schools
and the kids they serve.”
Stanford’s unwillingness to
commit to these measures has
frustrated many in the school district. However, Simitian expressed
some hope that the district and
Stanford will be able to reach an
amicable resolution on school impacts in the coming months. Palo
Alto Unified Superintendent Don
Austin said the district and Stanford have agreed to start confidential discussions about benefits and
mitigations.
Jean McCown, Stanford’s assistant vice president and director
of community relations, said in a
statement on March 14 that the
university “will seek to have the
results of direct discussions between PAUSD and the university
included as community benefits
in the final agreement with the
county.”
Stanford is unlikely to embrace
the county’s recommendation
for more faculty and staff housing. Catherine Palter, associate
vice president for land use and
environmental planning, said
in a statement last week that the
university’s original housing
proposal is based on a “careful
planning process” and represents
a “reasonable, responsible and
paced approach, consistent with
our values as a residential university committed to sustainable
development and service to the
community.”
“The analysis in the county’s
final environmental-impact report validates the careful planning that went into the 2018 general-use permit application. The
result of that process is a proposal
that we feel balances the needs of
the university and the community
while addressing potential impacts over the life of the permit,”
Palter said. Q
Staff Writer Gennady Sheyner
can be emailed at gsheyner@
paweekly.com.

Pulse
A weekly compendium
of vital statistics

INFLUENCE THE FUTURE OF YOUR COMMUNITY
We are currently recruiting for:
Architectural Review Board
1 Position with a term ending December 15, 2020

Human Relations Commission
2 Positions with terms ending May 31, 2022

Library Advisory Commission
2 Positions with terms ending May 31, 2022

POLICE CALLS
Palo Alto

Storm Water Management Oversight Committee
3 Positions with terms ending May 31, 2023

March 14-March 19

Utilities Advisory Commission

Violence related
Battery . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
Domestic violence . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Suicide . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Theft related
Commercial burglaries . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Grand theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Identity theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Petty theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4
Residential burglaries . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Shoplifting. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Vehicle related
Attempted auto theft. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Auto theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Bicycle recovery . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Bicycle theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Burglary attempt from auto. . . . . . . . . . 1
Driving w/ suspended license. . . . . . . . 2
Hit and run . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Lost/stolen plates . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Misc. traffic . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Theft from auto . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 13
Vehicle accident/minor injury . . . . . . . . 6
Vehicle accident/prop. damage . . . . . . 4
Vehicle tow . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7
Alcohol or drug related
Driving under influence . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Drunk in public . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Possession of drugs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Under influence of drugs . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Miscellaneous
Disturbing the peace . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Found property. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Indecent exposure . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Lost property . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Misc. penal code violation . . . . . . . . . . 2
Other/misc. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
Psychiatric subject . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Suspicious circumstances . . . . . . . . . . 5
Trespassing . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Vandalism . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Warrant arrest. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Warrant/other agency . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6

1 Position with a term ending May 31, 2021
3 Positions with terms ending May 31, 2022

Menlo Park
March 13-March 19
Violence related
Battery . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Domestic violence . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Theft related
Petty theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Residential burglaries . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Theft undefined. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Vehicle related
Auto recovery . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Auto theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Bicycle theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Driving w/ suspended license. . . . . . . . 3
Hit and run . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4
Lost/stolen plates . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Theft from auto . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Vehicle accident/minor injury . . . . . . . . 1
Vehicle accident/no injury. . . . . . . . . . . 4
Vehicle tow . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Alcohol or drug related
Driving under influence . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Possession of drugs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Possession of paraphernalia . . . . . . . . 2
Miscellaneous
Found property. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5
Info. case . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6
Lost property . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Missing person . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Other/misc. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Probation violation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Property for destruction . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Psychiatric subject . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Vandalism . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Warrant arrest. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8

VIOLENT CRIMES
Palo Alto
600 block Los Robles Ave., 3/13,
3 p.m.; battery/simple.
Pasteur Drive, 3/14, 11:04 a.m.;
battery/felony.
University Ave., 3/15, 10:53 p.m.;
domestic violence/battery.
412 Emerson St., 3/16, 12:58 a.m.;
battery/simple.
El Camino Real, 3/17, 12:26 p.m.;
suicide adult/misc.

Applications Deadline Extended:
April 2, 2019 at 4:30 p.m.
APPLICATIONS AVAILABLE ONLINE

http://bit.ly/bcapplications

Questions? Contact the City Clerk’s Office at
(650) 329-2571
or Jessica.Brettle@CityofPaloAlto.org

Employment
ENGINEERING. VARIOUS LEVELS OF EXPERIENCE.
Machine Zone, Inc. has the following position available
in Palo Alto, CA: Staff Software Engineer (SSWE2): Build
multiple high-performance components in a distributed
infrastructure, and design out high scale technology
that services multiple games simultaneously, utilizing
knowledge of HTML, CSS, and relational database
languages. Send resumes by mail to: Machine Zone, Inc.,
Attn: Kristel Fritz, 1100 Page Mill Rd., Palo Alto, CA 94304.
Must reference job title and job code: SSWE2.

TECHNOLOGY
Box, Inc. is accepting resumes for the position of Database
Engineer in Redwood City, CA (Ref #NEVG). Plan and execute
tests of fault tolerance capabilities, including backup/recovery,
replication, cluster failover and disaster recovery. Design
and implement tools to automate database operation and
monitoring. Mail resume to Attn: People Operations, Box, Inc.,
900 Jefferson Avenue, Redwood City, CA 94063. Resume must
include Ref. #NEVG, full name, email address & mailing address.
No phone calls. Must be legally authorized to work in U.S. without
sponsorship. EOE.

TECHNOLOGY
Box, Inc. is accepting resumes for the position of Senior Cloud
Service Engineer in Redwood City, CA (Ref #UAKS). Build
automation capabilities to manage Public Cloud services and
infrastructure including Amazon, Google, and Microsoft. Build
and operate tools and processes to onboard and manage users
on various cloud functionalities. Mail resume to Attn: People
Operations, Box, Inc., 900 Jefferson Avenue, Redwood City, CA
94063. Resume must include Ref. #UAKS, full name, email address
& mailing address. No phone calls. Must be legally authorized to
work in U.S. without sponsorship. EOE.

To place an ad or get a quote,
contact Nico Navarrete at 650.223.6582
or email digitalads@paweekly.com.

Hans Anton (Tony) Tucher
By the time Hans Anton
(Tony) Tucher enrolled at
the University of Colorado
in 1955, he had lived on
three continents, survived
World War II in a village
near
Nuremberg
and
attended high school in the
Orange Free State in South
Africa. In the years that
followed, he was sometimes
asked where he was from by
people who heard the trace
of an accent in his voice. He always answered, “Palo
Alto”. He credited his faith — Christian Science — for
bringing him through the war unscathed and in his
teens helping him find a sense of home and family in
South Africa, 8,000 miles away from his parents.
Tony’s English mother and German father agreed
that neither Germany nor apartheid South Africa held
the best prospects for Tony and his brother Martin. In
Munich the two boys met a CU professor and his wife
who offered to sponsor their immigration to the United
States.
In Boulder Tony married Carolyn Hamm, who
became his constant companion during 60 years of
marriage. After earning a BA in economics at CU and
an MBA from Harvard, Tony went to work for Bank of
America in New York City. To his great delight, their
family expanded to include four children — Chris
(Hamish), Alison, Philip and Annie — to whom he was
devoted. He also believed a family should have a dog. In
1970 Tony transferred with the bank to San Francisco,
and the family moved to Palo Alto.
One of Tony’s strengths was his ability to balance
work, family, faith and community without letting any
one area take over all his time. He was a member of
the Council on Foreign Relations and on the Board of
Directors of the World Affairs Council in San Francisco.
Among other interests, he served on the boards of the
San Francisco Food Bank and Arden Wood, a San
Francisco-based care facility for Christian Scientists.
His four children and eight grandchildren — Emma,
Henry and Oliver Tucher, Maddie and Miles Dyke, Julia
and Jamie Tucher, and Thor Black — were a source of
great joy. He loved his daughters-in-law Sandra Tucher
and Karen Engel and sons-in-law Chuck Dyke and Tom
Black like his own. Sunday swims, theater nights, bike
rides, and holiday celebrations were all occasions for
boisterous good times. The family house at Kirkwood
was base camp for great hikes and freezing swims in
mountain lakes during the summer and glorious sunny
days on the slopes in winter.
After his retirement from Bank of America in
1998, Tony pursued his love of music. Joking that his
instrument was the radio, he filled the house with the
classical repertoire. He enthusiastically followed the
careers of young musicians. He helped the talented
young SF-based Cypress String Quartet incorporate
and then served as president of their board as they
developed audiences across the country and in Europe.
Like a proud father he reveled in each new success.
Tony had a wide-ranging group of friends, reflecting
his varied interests, his compassionate heart and his
eagerness to lend a hand where needed. Friends wishing
to make a donation in Tony’s honor might consider the
Downtown Food Closet (All Saints Episcopal Church,
555 Waverley, PA 94301) or First Church of Christ,
Scientist, Palo Alto (3045 Cowper, PA 94306). Even
better, buy a ticket and attend a concert of classical
music. All are invited to Music and Memories in Tony’s
honor at 3:00 on Memorial Day, May 27th, at the
Woman’s Club of Palo Alto, 475 Homer, PA.
PAID
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Editorial
The audacity of privilege
College-admission bribery scandal exposes
sense of invincibility and entitlement of
the wealthy and powerful

S

adly, the most frequently heard reaction among local residents last week to the news that 33 parents across the nation,
including six who call the Palo Alto area home, had bribed
their children’s way into college, was not shock or surprise.
Instead, it was the belief that these indictments were just the “tip
of the iceberg.”
That characterization reflects a pervasive feeling of parental
insecurity over the ability for even the most highly qualified high
school students to win admission to schools as “good” as the ones
their parents attended. For too many high-powered, hard-driving,
accomplished parents the possibility that their children might not
be accepted by a prestigious university threatens to shatter their
dreams and expectations, denies them bragging rights and feels
like a failure of parental responsibility.
It is a feeling that has led many families to engage expensive
tutors, test-prep courses and private college advisers who help
with everything from selection of good-fit schools to the writing
of college application essays. This has become a major industry,
especially in affluent, highly educated communities like those on
the Midpeninsula, and the more families hear of others investing
in these services the more pressure they feel to join the race to
gain advantage.
And we now learn that this parental anxiety, combined with a
sense of entitlement, has also fueled an enormous criminal enterprise, somehow rationalized as not that different from making
large donations to a university or taking advantage of special admissions consideration for legacies, star athletes or other special
talents.
Among just the 33 parents indicted last week, bribes totaling $25
million were allegedly paid to obtain college acceptances through
a scheme that involved payments to bogus a nonprofit, inviting
parents to have the audacity to deduct the bribes on income-tax
returns.
The alleged mastermind of the scheme, Rick Singer, 58, of Newport Beach, pleaded guilty last week and has been cooperating
with federal authorities for more than a year, assisting prosecutors
obtain evidence against the parents who paid him to orchestrate
college admissions for their kids.
As explained in court documents, Singer used his contacts developed over many years doing legitimate college consulting to create
opportunities for what he coined “side door” admissions instead of
the standard “front door” application process that most college applicants use or the “back door” strategy of making major donations
to the desired university in exchange for admission.
In affluent areas like the Midpeninsula, Singer built a network
of clients and referrals, some utilizing his perfectly legal advisory
services, and others, more desperate and risk-taking, lured into
Singer’s pay-to-play scheme. He allegedly paid off college coaches
to help grease admission for unqualified students, arranged for
impostors to take SAT and ACT tests or planted and paid for test
administrators to turn a blind eye toward cheating.
Apart from criminal prosecutions serving as a deterrent and
scaring parents away from the “side door,” the vulnerabilities in the
admissions system are already under scrutiny by state and federal
legislators, most of the colleges who admitted students under the
bribery scheme and, we hope, by the College Board, ACT and high
school administrators.
It is not encouraging that the ACT and College Board websites
lack any statements about the scandal nor announce any investigations of their procedures, which prosecutors believe were compromised by Singer to obtain higher test scores for his clients. These
testing services are profiting from the same parental anxiety and
entitlement that led to the alleged criminal conduct.
They and high school administrators, whose facilities are used as
test centers and whose staff often serve as test proctors, should be
examining how to tighten up procedures to, among other things, rotate proctors and flag students who are not taking the tests in their
home districts or have waivers allowing extra time. And colleges
must investigate admission practices to protect against improper
influence by individual employees, including athletic coaches.
But the more important problem is how parents define success
for their children. The arms race aimed at gaining advantage over
others in college admissions is fueling student stress and unhappiness, increased risk of depression and suicide and now exposes
parents and their children to prosecution and public humiliation.
With the wealthy and influential already having so many advantages, such parents need to recognize that it is their kids, not them,
who must find their passions and pursue their own dreams for a
happy and fulfilling life. Q
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Spectrum
Editorials, letters and opinions

Letters
Reparations and SB 50
Editor,
Although at first blush I find
myself strongly supporting SB
50, I appreciate the scope of the
questions raised in Greer Stone
and Pat Burt’s guest opinion in
the March 15 issue of the Weekly
(“SB 50 undermines single-family neighborhoods and diversity”).
In the past, I was part of a group
in Palo Alto called Stop The Ban
(STB), which fought to overturn/
forestall Palo Alto’s then-proposed ban on vehicle dwellers.
STB worked tirelessly for several years to convince the City
Council and faith groups to support a Safe Parking Program or
what Stone and Burt’s article refers to as, “managed location for
RV dwellers.” The resistance to
the program was overwhelming.
We organized a panel discussion on the topic at a local church
that was attended by about 100
folks, including former City
Council member Karen Holman.
Our keynote speaker was a counselor from a very successful Safe
Parking Program in Santa Barbara. Still, we had no success in
getting the powers that be in Palo
Alto to consider such a program.
I’m wondering if the answer is
not a total refusal to support SB
50’s call for more and dense housing, but rather, making certain
that the bill includes provisions
for a very large percentage of the
dense housing, envisioned by SB
50, to be set aside, in perpetuity,
for low- and very low-income
individuals, including seniors,
people of color, the disabled, the
formerly unhoused, etc.
In addition, we could begin a
discussion of mandating housing
for the victims, and their families,
of housing segregation going back
generations in Palo Alto. Yes, a
big-time discussion of providing
permanently free or very low rent
housing as a form of reparations
for the wrongs Palo Alto visited
and continues to visit on our
African-American brothers and
sisters. SB 50 could include language that would require a principled discussion of reparations
statewide.
Aram James
Park Street, Redwood City

SB 50 and the housing
crisis
Editor,
As a native Palo Altoan, Greer
Stone’s opinion article (“SB 50
undermines single-family neighborhoods and diversity”) infuriates me. It frustrates me that

Palo Altoans would do anything
for their kids, except build more
housing so those kids can afford
to stay in the Bay Area.
I graduated from Palo Alto
High School in the late 1990s.
When I was in eighth grade, the
best history teacher at Jordan
Middle School (now Greene
Middle School) moved away because his family could not afford
a house. I never dreamed that 25
years later, the kids he was teaching would feel the same pressure
to relocate.
My husband and I live in San
Francisco, where we pay 35 percent of our monthly income for a
non-rent-controlled one-bedroom
apartment. We would never, ever
be able to afford to live in Palo
Alto these days. Even looking for
a home in the more remote, gentrifying neighborhoods of San
Francisco, we are looking at a
mortgage that we will pay off in
our 80s, if ever.
To be clear, my husband and
I are very lucky. It is an option
to stay here. We are career professionals with no student debt,
with family resources and with a
combined three masters degrees.
That said, I don’t know if I want
to live in an area where you have
to have an IPO or family wealth
to survive. Every year, friends of
ours who don’t have family here
move away. They love their nonprofit or teaching careers or are
starting families and just want a
better, more sustainable lifestyle.
We miss them a lot, especially because once people leave the Bay
Area, it’s nearly impossible for
them to move back.
Palo Altoans could be part of
the solution if they stopped opposing new housing, full stop. SB
50 is a good start to tackling the
housing crisis.
Katie Grote
Sanchez Street, San Francisco

How would SB 50
impact nature?
Editor,
No birds. No bees. No butterflies. No single-family homes. If
SB 50 is passed, the small contact
most of us share with nature (our
yards) will be destroyed. Any control of our environment or protection of that environment will now
be gone, for SB 50 will strip local
government of all zoning authority. Protection of trees — gone;
daylight plane protection — gone;
setbacks — gone. Instead, SB 50
will pave the way for a golden age
of rich developers who, in place
of Palo Alto, will erect “Facebook
City.” We can see trees and flowers online.
Mary Ellen White
Webster Street, Palo Alto

What price college?
Editor,
As a longtime writing coach
and SAT tutor, I was appalled by
the bribery scam some wealthy
Silicon Valley parents and academic and athletic coaches conducted in collusion with some
of the nation’s top universities,
including Stanford University —
my own alma mater.
Palo Alto parents take note: Every slot these cheaters stole might
have otherwise gone to your honest, bright and hard-working son
or daughter.
If these parents were so concerned about their kids’ education, they should have encouraged their academics all along,
including providing tutoring when
necessary.
Instead of the virtue of honest effort, what kind of behavior
and values did these adults — the
parents, test proctors and athletic
coaches — model for these young
people?
Ironically, these Silicon Valley parents are wealthy enough to
have helped their offspring jumpstart their careers after college,
even if the kids graduated from
Podunk U.
And what happens when their
kids enter their coveted college?
They will have to compete with
legitimately qualified students, or
will they cheat their way through
college too? Once their academic
weakness is exposed, consider the
awkwardness for them and the
impact on these top universities’
reputations for sending the best
and brightest out into the professional world.
But let’s ask a more fundamental question: What is the purpose
of education?
If it isn’t to build character,
integrity and responsible citizenship, as well as to pass on knowledge and inspire creativity and
independent thinking, our society
is in trouble.
Cherie Zaslawsky
Oak Lane, Menlo Park

SHARE YOUR OPINION
Submit letters to the editor
of up to 300 words to
letters@paweekly.com.
Submit guest opinions
of 950 words to editor@
paweekly.com. Include your
name, address and daytime
phone number so we can
reach you. We reserve the
right to edit contributions
for length, objectionable
content, libel and factual
errors known to us.

232 Coleridge Avenue, Palo Alto
3,085 Sq Ft | 28,750 Sq Ft Lot | Offered at $17,500,000
232Coleridge.com

This classic beauty built in 1925 is situated on one of the most desirable streets in
prestigious Old Palo Alto. The home’s distinctive stucco façade, deeply recessed
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features of the Spanish Colonial Revival style that is the iconic architectural
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well-proportioned rooms with large windows and French doors for maximum
natural light and harmonious integration of interior and exterior spaces.
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Carol Carnevale and Nicole Aron
650.465.5958 | 650.740.7954
carol.carnevale@compass.com
nicole.aron@compass.com
CarolandNicole.com
DRE 00946687 | DRE 00952657

590 Palo Alto sales...and counting!

Rankings provided courtesy of Real Trends, The Thousand list of individual agents by total sales volume in 2018. Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws.
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made without notice. No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footage are approximate.
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The challenge
of charter
schools

Fifth-grade teacher Nicole Shelley of Brentwood Academy, a neighborhood school in East Palo Alto, guides her students in writing a thesis for their essay projects. Critics of
public charter schools say that they take away students, funding and facilities from traditional schools.

Rapid rise of public-school alternatives
leaves school districts scrambling
for funding and students
Story by Elena Kadvany | Photos by Veronica Weber
hree years ago, Maria Rodriguez, then a high school
freshman, pleaded with the
Ravenswood City School
District Board of Education to
give the green light for a new public charter school — for the sake
of her younger sisters, whom she
wanted to have a better education
than she’d received.
“I want nothing more than my
sisters to make it to a four-year college and graduate from college,”
she said. “Everyone deserves to
succeed.”
The school district had been at
this point before, having both approved and rejected a series of charter school petitions over the prior
two decades. This time, the board
approved Kipp Bay Area School’s
request to open an elementary and
middle school — albeit reluctantly,
and with a warning that the charter
could pose an existential threat for
the long-struggling district.
“The only way that we’re going
to prevent the district from being
eaten alive by every charter school
that can put together, frankly, 80
parents (to) sign a petition, the
only way that we can combat that
is to keep moving forward,” board
member Sharifa Wilson told the
standing-room only crowd.
Over the past four years, Ravenswood has lost more than 1,000
students — nearly one-third of its
enrollment — faced fiscal insolvency, discussed closing a school
to make room for the growing
Kipp and is without a permanent

T

superintendent — all issues that
are intertwined with, though not
exclusively related to, charterschool growth in East Palo Alto.
The district — whose enrollment in
its neighborhood schools this year
was 2,395 students — is also losing
students to other schools, both private and public, including through
the longtime Voluntary Transfer
Program (VTP). Students also are
moving out of the area when their
families can no longer keep up with
the cost of living in East Palo Alto.
The state of Ravenswood is like
that of many districts across California that are grappling with the
booming charter school movement.
California has more charter schools
and students than any other state,
accounting for 10 percent of the
state’s K-12 enrollment. According
to the California Charter Schools
Association, 660,000 students are
enrolled at 1,323 charter schools
this year, up from 746 schools a
decade ago.
These are also some of the state’s
neediest kids. More than half of
California’s charter enrollment is
in districts where the majority of
students receive free and reducedprice lunches, according to CALmatters, a nonpartisan journalism
nonprofit based in Sacramento.
The tension that loomed in that
packed boardroom in East Palo
Alto three years ago — between
those who support families hopeful for a high-quality public-school
alternative in their community and
those who feared that the success
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of charters would come at the expense of neighborhood schools —
has only intensified since, polarizing the community.
And it’s happening not just
in Ravenswood. School boards
across the state are considering
charter-school moratoriums as
teachers hold high-profile strikes
and the California Charter Schools
Association and California Teachers Association draw their battle
lines. Gov. Gavin Newsom (who
was backed in his election by the
state teachers union) has convened
a panel, led by the state superintendent, to study the impact of charter
growth on district finances — the
state’s first deep dive into the issue
since the Charter Schools Act became law in 1992.
Charter-school advocates, for
their part, insist that they need
autonomy to meet low-income
and minority families’ demands
for better public education. They
say charter schools are being unfairly blamed for districts’ financial
woes.
“This villainization of charters
driving districts to the brink of insolvency is salacious,” Myrna Castrejón, president and CEO of the
state’s charter school association,
told CalMatters.
Defenders of school districts,
meanwhile, argue that more accountability and acknowledgment
of the fiscal impact charters have
on districts is needed.
On both sides of the debate there
are also those who are working to
move past the polarization to the
broader issues affecting all publicschool students in California.
“Charter schools are a Band-Aid
on a bullet hole,” said Ravenswood
Board of Education Vice President
Stephanie Fitch, who has taught in
both public and charter schools.

“Public education is bleeding out,
especially in communities of high
needs like East Palo Alto.
“I don’t like that ‘us against
them’ thing,” she added. “Splitting
between public schools and charter
schools divides us away from the
actual problem, which is a systemic
issue of how schools are funded to
begin with.”

East Palo Alto’s history
with charter schools
ore than 20 years ago,
when California’s charter-school movement was
nascent, a group of East
Palo Alto families rallied around
their desire for a different kind of
public school in their community.
The K-5 East Palo Alto Charter School (EPACS) opened to elementary school students in 1997
and several years later joined with
Aspire Public Schools, which was
founded by a former San Carlos
School District superintendent
in 1998. Aspire is now a chartermanagement organization that runs
40 K-12 schools in California and
Tennessee.
In 2006, those same families
helped to found a new secondary school, Aspire East Palo Alto
Phoenix Academy — the city’s
first public high school since 1976,
when Ravenswood High School
closed due to low enrollment. In the
intervening decades, East Palo Alto
students had been bused to other local districts for public high school.
(The private high school Eastside
College Preparatory School opened
in 1996.)
Today, East Palo Alto Charter
School enrolls 447 elementary
students and has a wait list of 47,
according to Aspire. Phoenix

M

Academy serves 200 secondaryschool students, primarily in middle school.
By the mid-2000s, Ravenswood
trustees started to push back
against charter school growth. In
2010, facing the same concerns of
today over declining enrollment
and financial survival, they voted
to close the Stanford-sponsored
East Palo Alto Academy Elementary School, citing low test scores.
The next year, still facing a major budget deficit, the board denied
in a 3-2 vote a petition by charter
operator Rocketship Education
to open a new elementary school
in East Palo Alto that eventually
would have served 650 children.
Dozens of students, parents and
teachers attended a board meeting,
concerned that Rocketship would
“take money away” from district
students. (Ana Maria Pulido, then
a newly elected board member, cast
one of the two votes in support of
Rocketship. Five years later, she
cast the sole dissenting vote against
Kipp’s petition. She did not respond
to interview requests by the Weekly’s press deadline.)
Two public high school charters
also operate in East Palo Alto under other local agencies. East Palo
Alto’s newest public charter high
school, Oxford Day Academy, was
initially rejected by the Sequoia
Union High School District Board
of Trustees but won approval in
2016 on appeal with the San Mateo County Office of Education.
Oxford is an independent charter
school that pays an oversight fee to
the county, which is its authorizer
rather than the district, and rents a
private facility.
East Palo Alto Academy, a charter high school, opened in 2001 at
the invitation of the Ravenswood
school district. Operated by a
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Stanford University-run nonprofit,
it was initially chartered by Ravenswood but moved to the Sequoia
Union district in 2014, according
to Principal Amika Guillaume.
Unlike the majority of charter
schools in East Palo Alto, East
Palo Alto Academy is a dependent
charter, which means the district
office and school board provide
more oversight, and all teachers
are union members and considered full-time district staff, said
Guillaume, a former Ravenswood
principal. The school shifted to
this structure in 2014 under a new
charter agreement approved by the
Sequoia Union Board of Trustees,
which was renewed last year.
East Palo Alto Academy doesn’t
pay for its facilities except for a
custodian and for expenses that
go beyond regular maintenance.
Stanford still provides support
through the school’s advisory and
foundation boards, professional
development, academic collaboration, volunteers and connections to
long-term donors, Guillaume said.
Guillaume is enthusiastic about
the dependent-charter model,
which she said provides “a way
for big districts to provide small
schools of choice that have autonomy over programming, while still
being a true partner of the district.”

Do charters cost
traditional school
districts?
ssessing the financial impact of charter schools on
districts is thorny, contentious and rife with politics.
It is not required as part of the
school-district approval process.
It’s also difficult to measure, and
supposedly objective research on
the topic is often criticized as having political slants.
People on both sides of the debate agree, however, that it is a
question that must be analyzed in
considering the future of public
education in California.
A controversial 2018 study by
In the Public Interest, an Oaklandbased research and policy organization, drew a direct line between
three school districts’ multi-million-dollar budget shortfalls and
the “unchecked expansion” of
charter schools. In the Public Interest believes that charter schools
led to net fiscal shortfalls of $57.3
million for Oakland Unified, $65.9
million for San Diego Unified and
$19.3 million for the East Side
Union High School District in San
Jose — “conservative” estimates
under the organization’s methodology. The organization compared
each school district’s current budget with a hypothetical alternative
in which all students remained enrolled in traditional schools, then
calculated how much additional
revenue that would bring back to
the district as well as the costs of
educating more students. The difference between lost revenue beyond any savings accumulated by
educating fewer students is the net
fiscal impact.
The organization’s report,
“Breaking Point: The Cost of

A

Charter Schools for Public School
Districts,” acknowledges that districts are “under multiple sources
of fiscal stress” but argues that
charter-school growth significantly exacerbates district budget woes
and has largely gone unchecked.
In the Public Interest said the
report “does not advocate either
for or against charter schools as
an educational policy; nor does it
support or oppose any particular
charter school or school model. ...
It aims, instead, at something more
fundamental: enabling lawmakers,
school officials, and the broader
public to engage in policy discussions armed with complete information regarding the costs and benefits of educational policy choices.”
(In the Public Interest, however, is
affiliated with the Partnership for
Working Families, an advocacy
group that lobbies against income
inequality and whose funders include organized labor, according to
CALmatters.)
The California Charter Schools
Association sharply criticized the
study as “an error-ridden document
commissioned by a biased organization with a political agenda and
conclusion in mind.”
In the Public Interest Senior
Policy Adviser Clare Crawford
said they focused on this issue because of the policy opportunity in
California, where state law doesn’t
address the potential costs charters
have for districts. In Massachusetts,
for example, districts are provided
with additional funding to make up
for the gap.
When school boards are considering charter applications, they are
legally limited to a certain set of
requirements. They can only deny
an authorization if: The charter’s
proposed educational program is
unsound; the charter is unlikely
to successfully implement the program; there are insufficient petition
signatures; the proposed school
violates one of the three basic requirements for all charter schools;
or the petition does not include a
reasonably comprehensive vision
for the school. Rejected charters
can appeal local boards’ decisions
at the county and state level.
Crawford argues that the authorization process should allow the
consideration of a charter’s potential fiscal impact and other factors,
such as whether a proposed charter is offering a program distinct
enough from the district schools.
“Right now they (school boards)
have no power to decide when the
number of choices becomes so
many that it’s not actually a better
option for all of the students in the
district,” Crawford said.—”It’s a
system that doesn’t have logic right
now.”
Without giving school boards
more oversight in the charterauthorization process, the current
public-education ecosystem in
California is unsustainable, she
said. Bruce Fuller, a University of
California, Berkeley, education and
public policy professor who has
studied charter schools, likened
a more rigorous approval process
to how agencies conduct environmental impact reports for proposed
development projects.

Fourth-grader Eliel Hernandez, center, listens to teacher Alfredo Juarez teach social studies in Spanish
at Los Robles Magnet Academy. The K-8 Ravenswood City School District neighborhood school
emphasizes dual language immersion: All classes are led in Spanish and English.
“You want to know, how is it going to affect the whole ecosystem
if we approve a new institution?”
he said in an interview. “In places
like Ravenswood or Oakland if you
drive the system into the ground it’s
not going to have the resources to
bounce back to try new things.”
Fitch said boards should be allowed to consider charters’ potential impact on district budgets,
but not within a vacuum. Charter
schools are one piece of the puzzle, she said, particularly for Ravenswood, which faces as much
pressure from new private schools
like Priscilla Chan’s The Primary
School and from gentrification as
from charters.
In the Public Interest advocates
for several policy changes, including requiring school districts to
conduct an annual economic analysis of the cost of local charter expansion and amending California’s
charter law to allow public officials
at the local, county and state levels to incorporate the findings into
future charter decisions. The law
should be “amended to empower
elected officials to act as effective stewards of the community’s
education budget in balancing the
potential value of charter schools
against the needs of traditional
public school students,” the report
states.
Assembly Bill 1508, part of a
new legislative package backed
by the California Teachers Association, would allow agencies to
consider the facilities, fiscal and
academic impacts on districts in
granting charters. Other proposed
bills aimed at supporting neighborhood public schools would set a cap
on charter-school growth, remove
the right to appeal if a charter’s
application is denied and ensure
local governing boards have control over all decisions related to
charter schools’ authorizations and
renewals.
The California Charter Schools
Association opposes these bills.
“These new proposals are seeking to really target and diminish California’s public charter
schools,” said Beth Thompson of

Kipp. “I don’t think it’s moving the
California education system in the
right direction.”
Kipp, for its part, serves almost
6,000 students throughout the Bay
Area and plans to “nearly double
our impact over the coming years,”
the organization’s 2018 annual report states.
The state’s current charter-school
law is sufficiently “robust,” Thompson said, and does not need to take
into account charters’ financial

consequences for districts. She did
not deny the financial impact charter schools have on district schools.
“Anytime a student leaves a
public school system — whether it
be a district or a charter — there
is a financial impact because our
state funding system is structured
such that the funding follows the
child,” she said. “In terms of the
fiscal impact, ultimately families
(continued on page 18)
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Schools
(continued from page 17)

are deciding where to enroll their
kids in a community with publicschool options.”
Robin Lake, the director of the
Center on Reinventing Public Education (CRPE), a Seattle research
and policy analysis organization,
has publicly criticized In the Public
Interest’s report as misleading and
inaccurate. Its hypothetical budget
alternatives ignored broader enrollment trends and overlooked structural and management problems
that are districts’ own doing, she
wrote in an opinion piece after the
report’s release.
In an interview with the Weekly,
Lake said that charters “have been
unfairly burdened with the heft or
the majority of the cause for financial pain” in districts. Other significant pressures — rising pension,
health care and special-education
costs and in some cases mismanagement — are at the core of districts’ financial struggles and are
the responsibility of school boards
to address, she said.
“The performance of the schools
... really should drive whether a
charter application is approved or
not. Why would you want to say
‘no’ to an opportunity for a publicschool student?” Lake said.
University of Oregon professor
and political economist Gordon
Lafer, who authored the In the
Public Interest report, defended

their findings last year.
“The exact costs imposed by
charter schools — and the services
that should be cut to make up for
this — is something over which
reasonable people can differ,” he
wrote in a post on Medium. “What
no one can reasonably do is pretend
the cost is zero, or to suggest that
elected officials should be prohibited from accounting for such costs
in figuring out how to make scarce
education dollars serve their community as a whole.”

The fight over facilities
espite the rapid rise of the
charter-school movement,
a 2018 Center on Reinventing Public Education report suggests that charter growth
in the Bay Area is slowing down
due to scarce facilities, rising costs
and political opposition. The 201617 school year was the first time
in at least a decade when more
charters closed than opened in the
Bay Area, according to the report,
which Lake co-authored.
In interviews with CPRE researchers, charter operators identified a lack of facilities as their top
concern.
“Facilities are the heart of the
issue for charter schools growth,”
Lake said. “I don’t think anyone
wants public school students to
attend school in a subpar facility,
and that’s what a lot of charters
are driven to if they can’t find adequate space.”

D

”A FOOT-TAPPING,
SPIRIT-AROUSING,
RAISE-THE-ROOF production!”
– Talkin’ Broadway

Shayla Harris, an assistant teacher of transitional kindergarten at the charter school Kipp Valiant
Community Prep in East Palo Alto, guides Gissel Gomez in a reading activity. Proponents of charter
schools say they offer students in public school districts much-needed alternative educational opportunities.
State Proposition 39 requires
districts to make “reasonably
equivalent” facilities available to
charter schools to ensure all public
school students have equal access,
but many charters are offered a
patchwork of small spaces through
one-year lease agreements that are
re-negotiated every year, as is the
case with Kipp and Ravenswood.
Few districts have long-term
leases with charters, according to
the CPRE report.
The Ravenswood school district
has both long- and short-term facilities agreements with charters.
Kipp and the district return to the
table annually to negotiate oneyear agreements. Kipp is currently

Enrollment at Ravenswood district schools
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students expected by 2021. Fitch
has urged staff to start evaluating
the district’s long-term options with
Kipp immediately and to engage
the community in those options
— to delay the inevitable would be
“messy and irresponsible,” she told
the Weekly.
Though the district is responsible
for providing facilities and oversight of its charters, Ravenswood
receives some funds to cover those
costs. In California, district authorizers are allowed to charge 1
percent of a charter’s state revenue
for oversight costs. Districts can
also charge a pro-rata share of the
facilities costs, based on the ratio
of space allocated to the charter

housed in 18 rooms at the contiguous Brentwood Academy and Los
Robles/Ronald McNair Academy
schools. In response to the charter’s request for next year to be
housed long-term in a single campus, district leadership initially
said an entire school would likely
have to close to make room for
Kipp. Board trustees pushed back
against displacing a neighborhood
school, and staff are now pursuing, at Kipp’s suggestion, how to
make additional space available
at the charter’s current location for
this fall. Come next year, the district will face the same dilemma
as Kipp continues to grow, with a
maximum total enrollment of 610
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Two additional charter schools in East Palo Alto are run by Aspire. The K-5 East Palo Alto Charter
School enrollment fluctuated between 424 students to 456 students from 2014 to 2018. East Palo Alto
Phoenix Academy secondary-school enrollment was at 335 students in 2014. However, in 2018, the
school transitioned to grades 6-8 and 12 in preparation for serving only 6-8 starting in 2019-20. Its
2018 enrollment is 202 students.
Sources: Ravenswood City School District, Aspire Public Schools, Kipp Bay Area Schools

Cover Story
school divided by the total space of
the district.
Kipp currently pays the district
3 percent of the charter’s total
state revenue: a 1-percent oversight fee and 2-percent facility fee.
That totaled $64,651 last year, and
the school expects to pay about
$120,000 at the end of this year as
its enrollment and state funding has
increased.
Ravenswood and the K-5 East
Palo Alto Charter School, by contrast, have a five-year facilities
agreement for 1286 Runnymede
St. The district and the school are
now re-negotiating the 2014 lease,
according to Danny Shapiro, marketing and communications manager for Aspire. The charter school
does not plan to request additional
space and wants to stay there longterm, Shapiro said. (Aspire does
not have a facility agreement with
the district for its secondary East
Palo Alto Phoenix Academy because it owns the campus at 1039
Garden St.)
Aspire also pays facilities fees to
Ravenswood, but did not provide
the amount by press deadline.
Across California, there are examples of school boards fighting
back against charters’ Proposition
39 requests, often prompting lawsuits from the charters and protracted, public battles. The Center
on Reinventing Public Education
study describes how “increasingly
serious and organized resistance
from districts and teachers unions”
is “playing out most pointedly and
painfully in facilities fights.”
Thompson said Kipp has never
taken legal action in the context of
a Proposition 39 request. However,
Crawford of In the Public Interest
said that districts are often at a disadvantage when negotiating with
large charter management organizations like Kipp and fear being
sued.
“I want to fight but also know
there’s a risk,” Ravenswood Board
President Tamara Sobomehin said
at a February community meeting
on Kipp’s expansion request. “Do
we go to court?”
In an email responding to a request for comment for this story,
Sobomehin took a more balanced
position.
“I believe there is a way for public, charter and private schools to
work together to create exciting and
specialized options for students.
The tricky part is understanding
where the right balance exists,” she
wrote. “If we focus resources and
invest in solutions that build community and work for all students —
not just those that create separate,
solitary options — I believe we will
be successful.”
The Center on Reinventing
Public Education report makes a
series of policy recommendations
regarding facilities, including revising Proposition 39 to allow a
third-party arbiter to handle facilities disputes between districts and
charters. This person could “force
some of those hard decisions about
reconsolidating a couple of schools
or more timely access,” Lake said.
The report also proposes the state
provide grants for facilities or academic improvements to incentivize

districts to consolidate or close under-enrolled schools; require that
districts that “fail to reduce costs
responsibly get out of the propertyownership business” by having the
state take over, placing buildings
into a third-party trust or establishing a cooperative to which charters
have equal rights; and negotiate
“grand bargains” through which
the state could grant funds or regulatory relief to districts that want to
partner with charter schools.
This would allow a district “to
get on firm financial and academic
footing to better compete with
charters if the district can show
it has a great plan and is responsibly reducing costs,” Lake said.
“Charters might agree to slow
their growth temporarily, serve
more students with special needs
or contribute to the district’s debt
relief in exchange for better access
to local school buildings or more
state funding.”
Controversially, Lake has suggested state oversight for districts
that fail to adapt to declining enrollment and funding.
Districts that don’t rethink their
policies and spending priorities accelerate their own declines—and it
is kids who suffer most,” she wrote
in an opinion piece in response to
a study that found charters in North
Carolina have a “consequential”
fiscal impact on neighborhood
public schools.
At the root of the charter movement is a grassroots spirit of experimentation that in principle — more
so than reality — is meant to encourage innovation in public education as a whole, Lake said.
“My grounding principle is do
what’s best for the public-school
students in your community. If
quality is a problem in the charter
space or in the district space, attend
to it, but don’t stop high-quality
schools for the sake of protecting
what really is an artificial institutional designation,” Lake said.
“When I talk to families who are
desperate for options, that’s their
lens. They really don’t care what
the label is.”
There are examples of districts
and charters across the country
working together successfully on
behalf of students, Lake said. She
pointed to the Innovation Network
Schools in Indianapolis, where new
state laws allowed districts to create autonomous schools with their
own 501(c)(3) board — whether
by converting existing schools,
restarting failing ones or opening
new ones — a hybrid between a
traditional and charter school. The
schools receive state funding and
the districts are still accountable for
student academic performance, but
administrators and teachers have
more freedom than in traditional
schools.
Fitch expressed enthusiasm for a
similar idea — districts and charters working together to create
alternative programs within neighborhood public schools.
“There’s definitely a need for
that in any and every community to
have some sort of alternative thing
that’s smaller, a different style for
those kids who need it,” she said.
“But I don’t think (a district) should

Do charters outperform traditional schools? In East Palo Alto, yes.
Much of the debate surrounding charters and public neighborhood schools centers on whether charters
actually create better outcomes for students. Research is mixed, though Stanford University’s Center for
Research on Education Outcomes (CREDO) found in 2015 that students at urban charter schools across
the country on average perform at significantly higher levels in both math and reading than their traditional
counterparts. The research found some local variation, however.
In East Palo Alto, higher rates of charter school students met or exceeded standards on the state’s
California Assessment of Student Performance and Progress exam last year, with one exception. Students at
neighborhood school Los Robles-Ronald McNair did better on the math section of the exam than students at
Kipp but not students at Aspire.
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Students who met state math standards*
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* Percentage of students in grades 3-8 and 11 meeting or exceeding state standards in 2017-18.
** Results reflect just one grade level — sixth — for Kipp because the school did not offer the other
test-taking grade levels.
Source: 2018-19 School Accountability Report Cards, required annually by the state for all California schools.

be all charter schools.”
Fitch sees her own employer
as an example of the potential for
collaboration between charters
and traditional districts. As an
English-curriculum manager for
Summit Public Schools’ personalized learning platform, which has
spun off into its own nonprofit, she
said she actually works more with
public schools that want to use the
software than with charters.
“I feel like they’re doing what
many charter schools set out to do:
experiment, find something that
works really well and then apply it
to public schools,” Fitch said.
Ravenswood, for its part, can
take steps to retain students through
more transparent communication,
strong leadership, fiscal stewardship, investment in teachers and being responsive to parents, Fitch said.
“If we can find ways to meet

those needs within the district, the
need for outside charters to come in
just won’t be there,” she said.
Thompson, for her part, answers
difficult questions about the growing polarization between charters
and traditional schools with optimism. She hopes that Kipp and
Ravenswood, and charters and
school districts across the state,
can push past the divisive rhetoric
to work together to address critical
issues that affect all public-school
students.
“There are real, systemic funding inequities and challenges that
are disproportionately impacting
urban school districts and communities of color that are making
everyone feel squeezed,” she said.
“How do we not turn on each other
and really instead turn to parents,
community members, districts and
high-performing charters and think

TALK ABOUT IT

PaloAltoOnline.com
Discuss the topic of charter schools
with others on Town Square, the
community forum at PaloAltoOnline.
com/square.

About the cover: Students
from Kipp Valiant Community
Prep, a charter school in
East Palo Alto, play in a yard
that’s shared with children at
Los Robles Magnet Academy,
a traditional neighborhood
school in the same public
school district. Photo by
Veronica Weber.
about how we could amplify our
voices together?” Q
Staff Writer Elena Kadvany
can be emailed at ekadvany@
paweekly.com.
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Listed by Michael Repka of the DeLeon Team
650.900.7000 | michael@deleonrealty.com | www.deleonrealty.com | DRE #01903224

TIMELESS CHARM IN A PEACEFUL SETTING
Offered at $1,988,000

304 Robin Way, Menlo Park

Located on a beautiful and tree-lined street and situated on a 5,060 square foot lot (per county) in Menlo Park, this beautiful 3 bedroom, 2 bath home
of 1,480 square feet (per county) features a highly-efficient and stylish layout. Entertain in the open-concept great room, which connects to the updated kitchen with stainless-steel appliances and enclosed backyard with a brick patio and lush lawn. The residential wing boasts remodeled bathrooms,
a spacious master suite, and extensive storage. In this desirable location, you’ll be minutes away from Willow Oaks Park, The Willows Market, downtown Palo Alto, Facebook headquarters, and outstanding local schools.

OPEN HOUSE

Saturday & Sunday
1:00 - 5:00 pm

Complimentary
Refreshments

For more information, video tour & more photos, please visit:

www.304Robin.com
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Friends of PreSchool Family Presents…
A FREE Parenting Talk
MUFFIE WATERMAN, author of the parenting book
Wired to Listen, will discuss…

Teaching
Kindness to Kids
Wednesday March 27
7:30- 9 p.m.
FREE latte cart at 6:30 p.m

YOUR NEW
NEIGHBORHOOD TAVERN
( 4 2 . 3 ,  * & 7 1=  ȶ ȉ Ȧ ȟ 

Cubberley Community Center
)' ","%
Palo Alto, CA

Come hear how we can grow our children’s innate
desire to help others!

Join our team!
We’re looking for talented,
highly-motivated and dynamic people
Embarcadero Media is an independent multimedia news organization
with over 35 years of providing award-winning local news,
community information and entertainment to the Midpeninsula.
We are always looking for talented and creative people interested
in joining our efforts to produce outstanding journalism and results
for our advertisers through print and online.
We currently have the following positions open
for talented and outgoing individuals:
• Advertising Sales/Production Admin Assist the sales and design
teams in the production of online and print advertising. Tech savvy,
excellent communication and keen attention to detail a must.
• Business Associate Assist with payroll, beneﬁts and human
resources-related tasks. Will have the opportunity to work on
accounting, accounts receivable and accounts payable tasks as well.
• Graphic Designer Creation/production of print and online ads,
including editorial layout, in a fast-paced environment. Publishing
experience and video editing a plus.
• Digital Sales Account Representative Prospect and sell local
businesses in our markets who have needs to brand and promote
their businesses or events using our full-suite of digital solutions.

eÏåĬåÆų±ƋĜŅĹŅüĀĹåeĵåųĜÏ±ĹÏĬ±ŸŸĜÏŸ±ĹÚƋĘå±čåěŅĬÚ
Ƌų±ÚĜƋĜŅĹŅüč±ƋĘåųĜĹčŅƴåųÚåĬĜÏĜŅƚŸüŅŅÚ±ĹÚÚųĜĹĩţ

MENLO PARK

• Payroll and Beneﬁts Administrator Experienced business
associate needed to manage the company‘s payroll and beneﬁts
programs.
For more information visit:
http://embarcaderomediagroup.com/employment

M E N LOTAV E R N.C O M

450 Cambridge Avenue | Palo Alto, CA 94306 | 650.326.8210
PaloAltoOnline.com | TheAlmanacOnline.com | MountainViewOnline.com
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Arts & Entertainment
A weekly guide to music, theater, art, culture, books and more, edited by Karla Kane

Broadway By the Bay’s production
is a Technicolor dream

“J

by Karla Kane

oseph and the Amazing
Technicolor Dreamcoat,”
when done well, is a ridiculously colorful, humorous
and melodic spectacular
that retells the biblical story of Joseph as a gleeful pop-rock opera.
Happily, Broadway By the Bay’s current
production fits the bill to perfection. It’s a
treat for the ears, eyes and heart.
I know there are some who proclaim not
to enjoy the work of Tim Rice and Andrew
Lloyd Webber. If that describes you, avert
your eyes. I, however, am hard-pressed
to think of any piece of music more delightfully infectious than Lloyd Webber’s
“Joseph” score. From top to bottom, its
ear-worm melodies lend themselves to repeat singing, with clever recurring motifs,
counterpoint and harmony. Who among us
is immune to the soaring melody line that
spans an entire major chord in “Pharaoh’s
Dream,” for instance? What about Rice’s
lyrics that rhyme when sung with a British
accent, such as “pajamas/farmers”? Certainly not I.
In the BBB version, Joseph opts to pronounce “pajamas” with a short a sound,
ruining the Anglophile rhyme. That’s
pretty much my only complaint about this
production, though, which nails both the
goofy comedy and beautiful music and offers a gorgeous rainbow of costumes and
lighting to boot.
What: “Joseph and the Amazing
Technicolor Dreamcoat.”
Where: Fox Theatre, 2215 Broadway
St., Redwood City.
When: Saturdays and Sundays through
March 31; performance times vary.
Cost: $44-$66.
Info: broadwaybythebay.org.

THEATER REVIEW
Directed by Stephanie Maysonave, who
has a background in improv comedy, the
production tells of how, in ancient Canaan,
shepherd/patriarch Jacob (Chris Fernandez) favors golden boy Joseph (Matt Ono)
above all his other 11 sons. They’re annoyed when dad presents him with a fancy
coat of many colors but they’re furious
when Joseph blithely recounts his dreams,
which seem to clairvoyantly reinforce his
familial superiority. “The dreamer has to
go,” they declare, and soon they’re selling him into Egyptian slavery while telling Jacob he was killed by a wild goat.
Though his journey takes him from slavery to prison, Joseph remains steadfast and
hopeful, and eventually his skills at dream
interpretation lead him to a plum position
in the court of the Pharaoh (Manuel Caneri). Joseph is able to help save Egypt from
famine, while back in Canaan, his family
faces starvation. They travel to Egypt to
beg for help, unaware that they’re groveling at the feet of their long-lost brother.
Once Joseph sees that his brothers have
become better people in the years since
they, you know, left him for dead, he forgives them. A family reunion/disco dance
party ensues.
“Joseph” was originally composed as a
short “pop cantata” for students back in
1968. Though over the years it’s been expanded into a full-length production, with
musical arrangements cheesed up as it got
further from its swingin’ London roots, it
remains almost entirely sung (save for a
few spoken words) and moves along extremely briskly. The songs are pastiche in
a variety of styles, including silly takes on
country-western, French ballad, calypso
and Elvis Presley tunes.

Top: Joseph (Matt Ono, center) receives his coat of many colors in Broadway By the
Bay’s production of “Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat.” Above: Joseph
meets the Pharaoh (Manuel Caneri). Photos by Mark Kitaoka and Tracy Martin.
Led by vocal director Daniel Lloyd Pias
and choreographer Christina Lazo, the
large cast (which includes a group of local children) sings and moves wonderfully.
Maysonave makes sure to milk the comedic moments at every opportunity. And
though it is very funny, she makes sure to
allow for the poignant moments, too, such
as setting the lovely “Close Every Door
to Me” with Joseph and the youth chorus
behind chain-link fences, a nod to the current U.S. border crisis.
Ono makes a great Joseph, with the right
mix of arrogance, innocence and charm.
Chelsey Ristaino provides warm exuberance and powerful vocals as the Narrator
and Caneri slays as the strutting rock star
Pharoah. The rest of the cast is equally
strong, from the disgruntled brothers to
the extremely hardworking ensemble, who
are part of nearly every scene. The whole
team must have Red Bull running through
their veins to be able to keep the energy
and performance levels so high. Or maybe
the show is just that much fun to be part of.
BBB productions are typically of fine
visual quality and this one is no exception.
Costume designer Bethany Deal delivers
an eye-popping array of colorful and glittery costumes (deep red and gold are particularly featured) and lighting designer

Eric Johnson goes all out.
The end result is a musical that’s somehow family-friendly and heartwarming
despite its themes of slavery, sexual harassment, fratricide and more, its wholesome irreverence making it suitable for
audiences of both the religious and secular
variety.
At a talk-back on opening weekend, a
member of the audience asked the cast to
say what they did for “day jobs.” The responses ran the gamut from assistant district attorney to public-library assistant,
tech worker, nursing student and teachers.
It’s a good time to remember that these
folks are committing a huge chunk of
their free time to community theater out
of passion and love. In “Joseph,” that passion — and their immense talent — shines
through. As a production, it’s a dream
come true. Q
Arts & Entertainment Editor Karla
Kane can be emailed at kkane@
paweekly.com.

READ MORE ONLINE

PaloAltoOnline.com

For a review of “Sojourn” at the Pear Theatre
and more arts and entertainment coverage, go
to PaloAltoOnline.com/arts.
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For more information about these camps visit paloaltoonline.com/camp_connection. To advertise in this weekly directory, call (650) 326-8210.

ACADEMICS
Harker Summer Programs

San Jose

The Harker School’s summer programs for children K - grade 12
offer the perfect balance of learning and fun! Programs are led
by dedicated faculty and staff who are experts at combining
summer fun and learning. Strong academics and inspiring
enrichment programs are offered in full day, partial and morning
only sessions.

www.harker.org/summer

(408) 553-5737

i2 Camp at Castilleja School

Palo Alto

i2 Camp offers week-long immersion programs that engage
middle school girls in the fields of science, technology,
engineering and math (STEM). The fun and intimate hands-on
activities of the courses strive to excite and inspire participants
about STEM, creating enthusiasm that will hopefully spill over to
their schoolwork and school choices in future years.

www.castilleja.org/i2camp

(650) 470-7833

iD Tech

Stanford/Bay Area

The world’s #1 summer STEM program held at Stanford, Palo Alto
High School, and 150+ locations nationwide. With innovative
courses in coding, game development, robotics, and design,
our programs instill in-demand skills that embolden students
to shape the future. iD Tech Camps (weeklong, 7-17), Alexa Café
(weeklong, all-girls, 10-15), iD Tech Academies (2-week, 13-18).

idtech.com/locations/california-summer-camps/
stanford-university
(844) 788-1858

City of Mountain View
Recreation

Mountain View

Come have a blast with us this summer! We have something for
everyone – Recreation Camps, Specialty Camps, Sports Camps,
Swim Lessons, and more! Programs begin June 4 – register early!

www.mountainview.gov/register

City of Palo Alto Summer Camps

(650) 903-6331

Palo Alto

www.KimGrantTennis.com

www.cityofpaloalto.org/summercamps
(650) 463-4949

Nike Tennis Camps

Community School of Music

Mountain View

Community School of Mountain View Music and Arts (CSMA)
Mountain View 50+ creative camps for Gr. K-8! Drawing, Painting,
Ceramics, Sculpture, Musical Theater, Summer Music Workshops,
more! One and two-week sessions; full and half-day enrollment.
Extended care from 8:30am-5:30pm. Financial aid offered.

www.arts4all.org

Oshman Family JCC Camps

Palo Alto

Camps at the OFJCC introduce your child to new experiences
while creating friendships in a fun and safe environment. We
work to build confidence, stretch imaginations and teach new
skills.

www.paloaltojcc.org/Camps

(650) 223-8622

EXPLORE biomedical science at Stanford. Stanford EXPLORE
offers high school students the unique opportunity to learn from
Stanford professors and graduate students about diverse topics
in biomedical science, including bioengineering, neurobiology,
immunology and many others.

PACCC summer camps offer campers, grades 1st to 6th, a wide
variety of engaging opportunities. We are excited to announce
all of your returning favorites: Leaders in Training (L.I.T.), PACCC
Special Interest Units (S.I.U.), F.A.M.E. (Fine Arts, Music and
Entertainment), J.V. Sports and Operation: Chef! Periodic field
trips, special visitors and many engaging camp activities, songs
and skits round out the variety of offerings at PACCC Summer
Camps. Open to campers from all communities. Register online.

Palo Alto

June 26 to July 23. If you’re looking for a great summer learning
plus fun option for your child and you want them to be ready
for fall, please join us at Sand Hill. The morning Literacy Program
(8:30 to noon) provides structured, systematic instruction for
students with learning challenges entering grades 1-8 in the
fall. The afternoon Enrichment Camp (Noon to 4) focuses on
performing arts, social skills and fun. Choose morning, afternoon
or full day.

www.sandhillschool.org/summer

Write Now!
Summer Writing Camps

(650) 688-3605

Palo Alto
Pleasanton

Improve your student’s writing skills this summer at Emerson
School of Palo Alto and Hacienda School of Pleasanton.
Courses this year are Expository Writing, Creative Writing and
Presentation Skills. Visit our website for more information.

www.headsup.org

Emerson: (650) 424-1267
Hacienda: (925) 485-5750

ARTS, CULTURE, OTHER CAMPS
Art and Soul Camp

Palo Alto

Art, cooking, tinkering, yoga and mindfulness. We celebrate
multiple perspectives and recognize the many ways for our
children to interpret their world. Summer Unplugged! is
appropriate for ages 6-11 years. Located at Walter Hays School.

www.artandsoulpa.com

Castilleja Summer Camp
for Girls Palo Alto

(650) 269-0423

Palo Alto

Casti Camp offers girls entering gr. 2-6 a range of age-appropriate
activities including athletics, art, science, computers, writing,
crafts, cooking, drama and music classes each day along with
weekly field trips. Leadership program available for girls entering
gr. 7-9.

www.castilleja.org/summercamp

(650) 470-7833

www.paccc.org

Palo Alto

(650) 493-2361

Stanford Jazz Workshop

Stanford

World-renowned jazz camps at Stanford. Week-long jazz
immersion programs for middle school musicians (July 8-12),
high school (July 14-19 and and July 21-26), and adults (July 28Aug. 2). All instruments and vocals. No jazz experience necessary!

www.stanfordjazz.org

TheatreWorks
Silicon Valley

(650) 736-0324

Palo Alto
Menlo Park

April 1 - 5, June 3 - August 2. Kids have fun, create a character, and
learn lifelong performance skills at TheatreWorks Silicon Valley’s
Theatre Camps. TheatreWorks offers camps during spring break
(offered in Palo and Menlo Park, April 1 - 5) and summer camps
(six sessions offered in Palo Alto, Menlo Park, and Los Altos
between June 3 - August 2) for children and youth in grades K-6.
Professional teaching artists lead students in activities including
acting, dance, play writing, and stagecraft skills. Sibling discounts
and extended care available.

www.theatreworks.org/education

(650) 463-7146

ATHLETICS
Dance Connection Palo Alto

Palo Alto

Share the joy of dance with us! Our studio is an extended family
and a “home away from home” for our community of children
and teens. At Dance Connection, we value the positive energy
and atmosphere that we continuously strive to provide. Summer
Dance Camps include all styles of dance for ages 4 and up and
features our new “This is Me!” Empowerment Camp along with
Teen Jazz and Hip Hop Camps. A Summer Session for ages 3 to
adults will be offered from June 3-August 2.

www.danceconnectionpaloalto.com/danceconnection-event-calendar/summer-dance-camps
(650) 852-0418 or (650) 322-7032
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Text: 650-690-0678
Call: 650-752-8061

Bay Area

Junior overnight and day tennis camps for boys and girls, ages
9-18 offered throughout June, July and August. Adult weekend
clinics available June and August. Camps directed by head
men’s coach, Paul Goldstein, head women’s coach, Lele Forood,
and associate men’s and women’s coaches, Brandon Coupe
and Frankie Brennan. Join the fun and get better at tennis this
summer.

www.ussportscamps.com

(800) NIKE-CAMP
(800) 645-3226

(650) 917-6800 ext. 0

Palo Alto Community
Child Care (PACCC)

Summer at Sand Hill School

Palo Alto
Monterey Bay

Fun and specialized Junior Camps for Mini (3-5), Beginner,
Intermediate, Advanced, High Performance and Elite tennis
levels. Weekly programs designed by Kim Grant to improve
player technique, fitness, agility, mental toughness and all
around game. Weekly camps in Palo Alto and Sleep-Away Camps
in Monterey Bay. SO MUCH FUN!

A wide array of camps, from theater and tennis to ceramics and
coding. Kids in kindergarten through high school can participate
in camps during week-long sessions from June 3 to Aug 9.

STANFORD EXPLORE: A Lecture Series on
Biomedical Research
Stanford

explore.stanford.edu explore-series@stanford.edu

Kim Grant Tennis
Summer Camps

Run for Fun Camps

Bay Area

Run for Fun’s mission is to provide creative and engaging play
for all youth by getting kids active in an inclusive community
centered around outdoor fun! We pride ourselves on hiring
an enthusiastic, highly trained staff who love what they do.
Summer 2019 features four weeks of Adventure Day Camp and
two weeks of Overnight Camp High Five. Adventure Day Camp
is a new discovery every day filled with sports, crafts and nature,
including explorations to Camp Jones Gulch, Capitola Beach,
Foothills Park, Shoreline Lake and Great America. Camp High Five
is six days and five nights of traditional overnight camp mixed
with challenge-by-choice activities, campfires, friendships and
lots of laughter.

www.runforfuncamps.com/summer-camps-andschool-holiday-camps/camp-overview
(650) 823-5167

Stanford Athletics & Youth

Stanford

Stanford Youth Programs brings you Camp Cardinal! Week-long
day camp programs on campus for kids (grades K – 10) from June
3 – August 9. Space is limited so register online now.

campcardinal.org

(650) 736-5436

Stanford Baseball Camps

Stanford

At Sunken Diamond on the campus of Stanford University. A
variety of camps are offered to benefit a wide range of age
groups and skill sets. Campers will gain instruction in several
baseball skills, fundamentals, team concepts, and game play.

www.stanfordbaseballcamp.com

Stanford Water Polo Camps

(650) 725-2054

Stanford

New to water polo or have experience, we have a camp for you.
Half day or full day options for boys and girls ages 7 and up. All
camps provide fundamental skills, scrimmages and games.

www.stanfordwaterpolocamps.com (650) 725-9016

Wheel Kids
Bike Camps

Addison Elementary,
Palo Alto

Adventure Riding Camp for rising 1st - 8th gr, Two Wheelers Club
for rising K - 3rd gr. Week-long programs from 8:30 - 4, starting
June 3rd. Join us as we embark on bicycling adventures for the
more experienced rider or help those just learning to ride.

www.wheelkids.com/palo-alto

(650) 646-5435

YMCA of Silicon Valley
Summer Camps

Silicon Valley

At the Y, children and teens of all abilities acquire new skills, make
friends, and feel that they belong. With hundreds of Summer Day
Camps plus Overnight Camps, you will find a camp that’s right
for your family. Sign up today, camps are filling up! Financial
assistance is available.

www.ymcasv.org/summercamp

(408) 351-6473

i Dumpling is a
tiny hole-in-thewall restaurant
that specializes
in authentic
northern Chinese
dumplings.

Tasty northern Chinese fare shines at tiny Redwood City eatery
by Trish Telesco Morgan
Photos by Magali Gauthier

i

Dumpling is not a place for a
first date. Perhaps not even a
fifth date, unless you are trying
to impress someone with your frugality and good taste. It’s a place
to go when you are in the comfortably sloppy stage of a relationship.
A tiny hole-in-the-wall restaurant three doors down from El
Camino Real on Broadway Street
in Redwood City, i Dumpling
serves genuine, homemade northern Chinese dumplings and a small
selection of other dishes. You can’t
beat the price, and the food is both
interesting and good, but the ambiance is not worth mentioning. i
Dumping is small — a long, narrow restaurant without any serious
effort put into decor. Having said
that, I enjoyed the illustrations of
dumpling making on one wall and
the shadow boxes of tea cups on
the opposite wall.
The lack of an inviting interior
might be why they do a good trade
in take-out business. The first time
I went, it was a Sunday at noon
during the Lunar New Year. The
place was packed — every one of

their 30 seats was taken and a line
ranged along the sidewalk outside.
This is a restaurant that knows
how to hustle when they need to.
My order was ready in 13 minutes
(I timed it). For about $40 we got
enough food for four hungry people and had more to spare.
My next visit was on a weekday
night. The restaurant wasn’t full,
but it was well-patronized. Young
families came to eat in, a group of
techies shared a meal before heading back for a late night at work
and several people stopped in to
pick up food. We lounged, picking at our food for well over two
hours. Reading between the lines,
you might say that the service was
lackadaisical. Or you might say
that it was respectful, honoring
our desire to chat. When we did
need something, we only needed
to raise our hand or catch the eye of
the one person serving and tending
the register.
i Dumpling has a compact menu
that features food aren’t often seen
on the English-language menu,
including marinated pigs ears
and sauerkraut pork noodle soup.
They also offer Taiwanese-style
bento, including one with chicken

ShopTalk

Local food & retail happenings

MILK PAIL TO CLOSE ...
After 45 years in Mountain View,
the popular Milk Pail Market will
be closing its doors permanently.
Renowned for its cheese, croissants
and crowded aisles, the San
Antonio grocer persevered amid
intense competition with a loyal
customer base, but its owner says
the hardships of running a small
business were becoming too great.
In a Facebook post, owner Steve
Rasmussen said he had accepted
a buyout for his store property at
the corner of San Antonio Road
and California Street and would be
closing in the next few months. He

did not disclose the buyer. “The
wave of development in Silicon
Valley has brought many changes.
It was inevitable that one day we,
too, would be part of that change,”
Rasmussen wrote. “Although
the closure of the Milk Pail will be
bittersweet, we leave with fond
memories and immense gratitude for
the community that built us.” — M.N.
A NEW RITUAL IN PALO ALTO
... Amsterdam’s bath and body
brand Rituals, which has built a
worldwide following with products
inspired by the ancient traditions
of Eastern cultures, is opening its

nuggets and another with stewed
pork rice.
Bottom line: The dumplings are
great and the other offerings are
good to above average.
Let’s start with the dumplings,
since the restaurant is called i
Dumpling. Almost all of their
handmade dumplings are served
steamed. Generous servings of 12
dumplings per order range from
$6.45 to $7.95. The dumpling wrappers were thick and chewy, authentically handmade as advertised.
They are locally famed for their
pork dumplings with napa cabbage ($6.45). Two sets of fellow
diners recommended these and
they were good. Not amazing, but
solid. The chicken dumplings with
corn ($6.95) were a trifle unusual
and amazingly good, with a subtle
back-of-throat burn. The lamb
dumplings ($7.95) were savory and
a sneaker favorite at lunch. We also
loved the pork dumplings with cilantro ($7.45), the herb’s flavor
coming through clean and clear.
The menu features two dishes
that sound similar, but are very
different — green onion cake
($3.95) and green chives pancake
($7.45). We tried the former at the

suggestion of the waiter. I wouldn’t
recommend it. It didn’t feature the
typical flaky layers and it tasted
a little like the oil in which it had
been fried had been used a few
times too often.
i Dumpling’s entrees, on the
other hand, were a pleasure to
consume. The kung pao chicken
was spicier than expected, but
deeply, fundamentally satisfying.
The mapo tofu, soft cubes of tofu
bathed in a spicy red sauce with
a scattering of green onions, was
delightful. I recommend you order
some rice (the vegetarian fried rice
is a solid choice) to go with both
these dishes.
On any hot day, you should stop
by for one of i Dumpling’s cold
dishes. The cold wide bean noodles
are a melange of cold, half-inch
mung bean noodles tossed with a
light soy dressing and garnished
with slivered cucumbers. The noodles were a little slithery, but oh, so
good. The crushed cucumber with
garlic is a rustic dish — Persian
cucumbers sliced in half lengthwise, then into 2-inch chunks and
smashed with the side of a cleaver.
A marinade of soy and raw garlic
makes the cucumbers succulent

third Bay Area store at Stanford
Shopping Center on Friday, March
22. Its products range from skin and
body care to mineral make-up, teas
and fragrance sticks, and all have
Eastern-inspired names (Ritual of
Dao, Ritual of Sakura, The Ritual of
Happy Buddha, etc.). Rituals stores
are fairly new to California. The
company opened its first American
store in New York City nearly a
decade ago but didn’t make its way
to the West Coast with a physical
presence until 2018 with the opening
of its San Diego store. Worldwide,
the company has approximately
600 stores, more than 1,500 shopin-shops and four city spas in 27
countries. The Stanford store, which
is located near the Center Pavilion
across from Macy’s, reportedly
features a cherry blossom tree
inside and a silk floral entry arch
created by Cindy Smith at Menlo
Florist. The first 100 customers will

be given goody bags and gift cards
during the grand opening, which
starts at 1 p.m. on Friday. — L.T.
CURRY PIZZA TO REPLACE THAI
BISTRO ...In 2016, the longtime
owner of Palo Alto Thai restaurant
Thaiphoon opened another
restaurant, Aroy Thai Bistro, just
blocks away on University Avenue.
He recently decided to close Aroy,
citing the difficulty of maintaining
quality at multiple restaurants. He
and his wife Chutima have run Thai
restaurants throughout the South
Bay and Midpeninsula for more than
25 years. “I realize that expansion
is not always a good thing,”
Vongampai said. “When you focus
on expansion, you tend to lose some
of the quality.” Earlier in his career,
Vongampai said he had the “fire and
energy and ambition” to run multiple
restaurants.”But that was back then.
I realize that that’s not really the

and refreshing. I’d take this any day
for a light lunch or snack.
Expect to ask for hot tea if you
want it. It’s not on the menu, nor
do they automatically serve it, but
it is available. Desserts are nonexistent. But if you are looking for
good and very reasonably priced
Chinese dumplings and a choice
of some other interesting dishes, i
Dumpling may well be the place
for you. Just not for a first date. Q
Freelance writer Trish Telesco
Morgan can be emailed at
trishtmorgan@gmail.com.
i Dumpling, 2660 Broadway
St., Redwood City; idumplingredwood.com; 650-568-9789
Hours: Tuesday - Saturday
11 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. and 5-9
p.m.; Sunday 11 a.m. to 3:30
p.m. and 5-8:30 p.m.
Reservations
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passion. The passion is to have one
good location,” he said. “Small, local,
family run — that’s the way it should
be.” Vongampai will now focus his
energy on the original Thaiphoon,
which he opened in 2005 at 543
Emerson St. (A second Thaiphoon
in San Jose closed in 2017.) He sold
the Aroy space at 320 University
Ave. to Curry Pizza House, a
string of family-owned fusion pizza
restaurants. The Curry Pizza House
menu includes pizzas like the “chili
paneer” with curry sauce, masala
paneer, cheese, bell peppers,
tomatoes, onions and cilantro, and
tandoori chicken wings. — E.K.
Compiled by the Weekly staff; this
week written by Elena Kadvany,
Mark Noack and Linda Taaffe. Got
leads on interesting and newsworthy retail developments? The
Weekly will check them out. Email
shoptalk@paweekly.com.
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PENINSUL A

PHOTO
CONTEST

“Beautiful Chaos” by Dan Fenstermacher

ADULT & YOUTH
DIVISIONS

2018 Best In Show and Travel Winner

SIX CATEGORIES

Nocturnal | Portraits | Moments
Travel | Abstract | The Natural World

ENTRY
DEADLINE
peninsulacontest2019.artcall.org
MAR. 25
Information & Registration:
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Movies
Just the two of ‘Us’

Jordan Peele delivers doppelgänger horror
0001/2 (Century 16 & 20, Icon)
What will surely be the singlemost commonly cited moment
of “Us” is when a dumbfounded
American dad asks psychopathic
home invaders, “What are you
people?” and they answer: “We’re
Americans.”
It’s a punchline and a promise of
scary, but satirical, social commentary in Jordan Peele’s follow-up to
his smash success “Get Out.”
In a dynamic performance already generating Oscar buzz,
Lupita Nyong’o stars as Adelaide
Wilson, a woman who only very

reluctantly accompanies her family on a vacation to Santa Cruz,
California.
Adelaide’s fears prove founded
when she, her husband, Gabe (Winston Duke), and their children Zora
(Shahadi Wright Joseph) and Jason
(Evan Alex) find themselves staring down their evil twins. These
are the “Tethered,” a doppelgänger
conception so deeply unnerving it
could conceivably launch a whole
new craze in horror, as “Night of
the Living Dead” did for zombies. Driven mad by exclusion

READ MORE ONLINE

PaloAltoOnline.com
Read more movie reviews at
PaloAltoOnline.com/movies.

and isolation, these shadow selves
range from rage to downright feral
homicidal mania, and all they want
is American life itself.
The movie plays upon Americans’ guilt for their largely luckedinto plenty and the anxiety that
they’re a class-revolt away from
having it all violently taken. Capitalism means a dog-eat-dog world:
For us to thrive, others must suffer,
and but for the sheer randomness
of the universe, it could be “us” on
the other side of the looking glass.
While Peele’s messy stew of allusive ingredients and jokey allusions
can be overwhelming, it gives us a
helluva lot more to chew on than a
“Halloween” reboot.
When “Us” reckons with who
created that monster, it adds one
more twist to Peele’s latest scaryfunny-provocative trip into an
American twilight zone.
Rated R for violence/terror, and
language. One hour, 56 minutes.
— Peter Canavese

MOVIES NOW SHOWING
A Madea Family Funeral (PG-13)

Century 16: Fri. - Sun.

Green Book (PG-13) ++1/2

Alita: Battle Angel (PG-13) ++1/2
Century 20: Fri. - Sun.

Century 16: Fri. - Sun.

How To Train Your Dragon: The Hidden World (PG) +++
Century 16: Fri. - Sun. Century 20: Fri. - Sun.
ShowPlace Icon: Fri. - Sun.

Apollo 11 (Not Rated)
Palo Alto Square: Fri. - Sun.
ShowPlace Icon: Fri. - Sun.
Badla (Not Rated)

Century 16: Fri. - Sun.

Bohemian Rhapsody (PG-13)

Century 20: Fri. - Sun.

Isn’t it Romantic (PG-13)
Kesari (Not Rated)

Century 20: Fri. - Sun.

Century 20: Fri. - Sun.

Century 16: Fri. - Sun.

Captain Marvel (PG-13) +++ Century 16: Fri. - Sun.
Century 20: Fri. - Sun. ShowPlace Icon: Fri. - Sun.

The Lego Movie 2: The Second Part (PG) +++
Century 20: Fri. - Sun.

Captive State (PG-13)
Century 20: Fri. - Sun.

No Manches Frida 2 (R)

Century 16: Fri. - Sun.
ShowPlace Icon: Fri. - Sun.

Cruel Intentions (20th anniversary) (R)
Century 20: Fri. - Sun.
Everybody Knows (English subtitles) (R)
Palo Alto Square: Fri. - Sun.
Fighting With My Family (PG-13)
Five Feet Apart (PG-13)
Century 20: Fri. - Sun.

Century 20: Fri. - Sun.

Century 16: Fri. - Sun.

Gloria Bell (R)
Aquarius Theatre: Fri. - Sun.
Century 20: Fri. - Sun. ShowPlace Icon: Fri. - Sun.

Century 16: Fri. - Sun.

Rebecca (1940) (Not Rated)

Stanford Theatre: Fri. - Sun.

Suspicion (1941) (Not Rated)

Stanford Theatre: Fri. - Sun.

They Shall Not Grow Old (R)

Century 20: Fri. - Sun.

Us (R)
Century 16: Fri. - Sun.
ShowPlace Icon: Fri. - Sun.
Woman at War (Not Rated)

Century 20: Fri. - Sun.

Guild Theatre: Fri. - Sun.

Wonder Park (PG)
Century 16: Fri. - Sun.
Century 20: Fri. - Sun. ShowPlace Icon: Fri. - Sun.

+ Skip it ++ Some redeeming qualities +++ A good bet ++++ Outstanding

Aquarius: 430 Emerson St., Palo Alto (For recorded listings: 327-3241) tinyurl.com/Aquariuspa
Century Cinema 16: 1500 N. Shoreline Blvd., Mountain View tinyurl.com/Century16
Century 20 Downtown: 825 Middlefield Road, Redwood City tinyurl.com/Century20
CineArts at Palo Alto Square: 3000 El Camino Real, Palo Alto (For information: 493-0128) tinyurl.com/Pasquare
Guild: 949 El Camino Real, Menlo Park (For recorded listings: 566-8367) tinyurl.com/Guildmp
ShowPlace Icon: 2575 California St. #601, Mountain View tinyurl.com/iconMountainView
Stanford Theatre: 221 University Ave., Palo Alto (For recorded listings: 324-3700) Stanfordtheatre.org

Find trailers, star ratings and reviews on the web at PaloAltoOnline.com/movies

Answers to this week’s puzzles, which can be found on page 38.

Public Notices
995 Fictitious Name
Statement
ASSOCIATED STUDENTS OF STANFORD
UNIVERSITY
ASSU
AD AGENCY
STANFORD DIRECTORY
STANFORD STORE
STANFORD STUDENT STORE
STANFORD STUDENT ENTERPRISES
SSE
SSE DEVELOPMENT
SSE MARKETING
CARDINAL VENTURES
CARDINAL FUND
CAPITAL GROUP
CAPGROUP
SSE CAPGROUP
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
File No.: FBN651596
The following person (persons) is (are) doing
business as:
1.) Associated Students of Stanford
University, 2.) ASSU, 3.) Ad Agency, 4.)
Stanford Directory, 5.) Stanford Store, 6.)
Stanford Student Store, 7.) Stanford Student
Enterprises, 8.) SSE, 9.) SSE Development,
10.) SSE Marketing, 11.) Cardinal Ventures,
12) Cardinal Fund, 13.) Capital Group, 14.)
CapGroup, 15.) SSE CapGroup, located at
520 Lasuen Mall, Ste. 103, Stanford, CA
94305, Santa Clara County.
This business is owned by: An
Unincorporated Association other than a
Partnership.
The name and residence address of the
registrant(s) is(are):
SHANTA KATIPAMULA
520 Lasuen Mall, Ste. 103
Stanford, CA 94305
CHERYL R. NELSON
520 Lasuen Mall, Ste. 103
Stanford, CA 94305
Registrant began transacting business
under the fictitious business name(s) listed
above on 01/01/1975.
This statement was filed with the County
Clerk-Recorder of Santa Clara County on
February 21, 2019.
(PAW Mar. 1, 8, 15, 22, 2019)
KATALYST
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
File No.: FBN652019
The following person (persons) is (are) doing
business as:
Katalyst, located at 580 W. Crescent Dr., Palo
Alto, CA 94301, Santa Clara County.
This business is owned by: An Individual.
The name and residence address of the
registrant(s) is(are):
KATHERINE LATIMER WOLF
580 W. Crescent Dr.
Palo Alto, CA 94301
Registrant began transacting business
under the fictitious business name(s) listed
above on 03/01/2019.
This statement was filed with the County
Clerk-Recorder of Santa Clara County on
March 1, 2019.
(PAW Mar. 8, 15, 22, 29, 2019)
VICKY & MARIA CLEANING
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
File No.: FBN651350
The following person (persons) is (are) doing
business as:
Vicky & Maria Cleaning, located at 324
Camille Ct. #4, Mountain View, CA 94040,
Santa Clara County.
This business is owned by: A General
partnership.
The name and residence address of the
registrant(s) is(are):
VIRGINIA BAUTISTA
324 Camille Ct. #4
Mountain View, CA 94040
MARIA SOTO-AMEZCUA
2737 Georgetown St.
E. Palo Alto, CA 94303
Registrant began transacting business
under the fictitious business name(s) listed
above on 02/12/2019.
This statement was filed with the County
Clerk-Recorder of Santa Clara County on
February 12, 2019.
(PAW Mar. 8, 15, 22, 29, 2019)

997 All Other Legals
NOTICE OF PETITION TO ADMINISTER
ESTATE OF
LEMUEL DOUGLAS SMITH, JR.
CASE NO. 19PR185453
To all heirs, beneficiaries, creditors,
contingent creditors, and persons who may
otherwise be interested in the will or estate,
or both, of: Lemuel Douglas Smith, Jr.

A Petition for Probate has been filed by
Teresa L. Skaife in the Superior Court of
California, County of Santa Clara.
The Petition for Probate requests that
Teresa L. Skaife be appointed as personal
representative to administer the estate of
the decedent.
The Petition requests authority to
administer the estate under the
Independent Administration of Estates
Act. (This authority will allow the personal
representative to take many actions without
obtaining court approval. Before taking
certain very important actions, however,
the personal representative will be required
to give notice to interested persons unless
they have waived notice or consented to
the proposed action.) The independent
administration authority will be granted
unless an interested person files an
objection to the petition and shows good
cause why the court should not grant the
authority.
A hearing on the petition will be held in
this court on 6/6/19 at 9:00 AM in Dept. 13
located at 191 N. First Street, San Jose, CA
95113.
If you object to the granting of the petition,
you should appear at the hearing and state
your objections or file written objections
with the court before the hearing. Your
appearance may be in person or by your
attorney.
If you are a creditor or a contingent creditor
of the decedent, you must file your claim
with the court and mail a copy to the
personal representative appointed by the
court within the later of either (1) four
months from the date of first issuance of
letters to a general personal representative,
as defined in section 58(b) of the California
Probate Code, or (2) 60 days from the date
of mailing or personal delivery to you of a
notice under section 9052 of the California
Probate Code.
Other California statutes and legal authority
may affect your rights as a creditor. You
may want to consult with an attorney
knowledgeable in California law.
You may examine the file kept by the court.
If you are a person interested in the estate,
you may file with the court a Request for
Special Notice (form DE-154) of the filing of
an inventory and appraisal of estate assets
or of any petition or account as provided in
Probate Code section 1250. A Request for
Special Notice form is available from the
court clerk.
Petitioner: Teresa L. Skaife, 50 Iris Lane,
Walnut Creek, CA 94595, Telephone: 925360-8412
3/15, 3/22, 3/29/19
CNS-3228538#
PALO ALTO WEEKLY
ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE FOR CHANGE OF
NAME SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF
CALIFORNIA FOR THE COUNTY OF SANTA
CLARA
Case No.: 19CV344361
TO ALL INTERESTED PERSONS:
Petitioner: MARGARET KREBS CARTER
filed a petition with this court for a decree
changing names as follows:
A.) MARGARET KREBS CARTER, B.)
MARGARET KREBS-CARTER, C.) MARGARET
K. CARTER to MARGARET ADELE KREBS.
THE COURT ORDERS that all persons
interested in this matter appear before
this court at the hearing indicated below
to show cause, if any, why the petition for
change of name should not be granted.
Any person objecting to the name changes
described above must file a written
objection that includes the reasons for the
objection at least two court days before the
matter is scheduled to be heard and must
appear at the hearing to show cause why
the petition should not be granted. If no
written objection is timely filed, the court
may grant the petition without a hearing.
NOTICE OF HEARING: July 09, 2019, 8:45
a.m., Room: Probate of the Superior Court of
California, County of Santa Clara, 191 N. First
Street, San Jose, CA 95113.
A copy of this ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE shall
be published at least once each week for
four successive weeks prior to the date set
for hearing on the petition in the following
newspaper of general circulation, printed in
this county: PALO ALTO WEEKLY
Date: Mar. 13, 2019.
/s/ Julie A. Emede
JUDGE OF THE SUPERIOR COURT
(PAW Mar. 22, 29; Apr. 5, 12, 2019)
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Home&Real Estate

OPEN HOME GUIDE 36
Also online at PaloAltoOnline.com

A weekly guide to home, garden and real estate news

Home Front

Bay Area’s largest real-estate firm?
It’s a New York startup

HOME VALUES EXPECTED TO
DIP ... Palo Alto’s median home
value is expected to drop over
the next year, according to online
real estate database company
Zillow. Palo Alto home values
have declined 2.1 percent over
the past year, and Zillow predicts
they will fall another 3.5 percent
by next February. The median
price of homes currently listed
in Palo Alto is $3 million, while
the median price of homes that
have sold is $2.5 million. To read
Zillow’s full Home Prices & Values
index, go to bit.ly/PAPredictions.
SPRING TOMATO TIPS ...
Learn all about how to grow
tomatoes during a free class
led by Master Gardener Mary
Collins from 7-8:30 p.m. on
Wednesday, March 27, at the
Los Altos Library, 13 S. San
Antonio Road, Los Altos. Collins
will teach participants how to
grow and care for tomatoes in
containers, raised beds or in the
ground. There also will be handson opportunity to transplant
seedlings.
HARVESTING ON THE FARM ...
Those looking to get their hands
dirty are invited to drop by the
O’Donohue Family Stanford
Educational Farm on the
Stanford campus to help harvest,
weed, plant and learn other
farming chores during open
farm volunteer hours every
Tuesday and Thursday from
8:30-11:30 a.m. and Saturdays
from 9:30 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Send notices of news and events related
to real estate, interior design, home
improvement and gardening to Home
Front, Palo Alto Weekly, P.O. Box 1610,
Palo Alto, CA 94302, or email editor@
paweekly.com. Deadline is one week
before publication.

READ MORE ONLINE

PaloAltoOnline.com

There are more real estate features
online. Go to PaloAltoOnline.com/
real_estate.

Veronica Weber

HIGH HONORS ... The California
Association of Realtors
(C.A.R.) has awarded Realtor
Sue Walsh, the title of Director for
Life — one of the association’s
most prestigious awards. To
be considered, a member
must have years of outstanding
performance and dedicated
service to the organization,
including a minimum of 10 years
of active service to C.A.R. and
at least five years as a C.A.R.
Director. Walsh has been a
member of the San Mateo
County Association of Realtors
for 39 years and a C.A.R. Director
almost every year since 1995.

Compass buys Alain Pinel in latest acquisition
by Linda Taaffe

C

ompass, the venture-funded real-estate startup that
launched its first office
in the local market just over two
years ago, became the Bay Area’s
largest residential brokerage firm
this month after acquiring Peninsula powerhouse Alain Pinel Realtors for an undisclosed amount
on March 9.
The deal will nearly double
Compass’ Bay Area headcount
by bringing on board 1,300 agents
from Alain Pinel, a company
whose sales volume topped $12.2
billion in 2017. With this addition,
Compass will have approximately
3,000 agents working out of 97 offices in the Bay Area, including
locations in Palo Alto and Menlo
Park, the New York-based brokerage firm announced this month.
The sale comes just six months
after Alain Pinel President Mike
Hulme reportedly declined to sell
his family’s Saratoga-based company — one of the nation’s top 10
brokerage firms — to Compass.
Instead, Alain Pinel scooped up
San Francisco’s boutique brokerage Hill & Co. in September in an
effort to compete with the rapidly
expanding, $4.4 billion startup.
Hulme did not respond to interview requests for this article. But
he reportedly said that he changed
his mind and decided to sell this
month after losing some of his top
agents to Compass.
“We thought joining them versus fighting them was in our best
interests,” he told the San Francisco Chronicle following the sale of
the decades-old company, which
his father founded in 1990 and

Page 28 • March 22, 2019 • Palo Alto Weekly • www.PaloAltoOnline.com

grew into one
of the nation’s
top real-estate
firms.
Compass
has been shaking up the local real-estate
industry with
fast-paced acMike Hulme
quisitions over
the past year:
This is the
third time in
eight months
that the startup bought a topselling Bay Area brokerage firm
as part of its push to strengthen
its regional footprint. Last July,
Compass acquired Paragon Real
Estate Group and a month later
it bought Pacific Union International — both are based in San
Francisco and rank among the top
10 residential brokerage firms in
the nation based on sales volume.
The combined sales volume
from Alain Pinel and these two
residential brokerage companies
totaled $22.4 billion in 2017, according to data from Real Trends.
Sales figures from the top-ranked
firm, Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage, was just slightly
higher at $24.2 billion.
According to a Compass
spokeswoman, by combining the
total sales volume of Compass,
Alain Pinel, Hill & Co., Pacific
Union and Paragon reported to
Multiple Listings Service over
the past 12 months, the company
is now the largest residential brokerage in the country by sales
volume, growing from $15 billion

Robert Reffkin

Ori Allon

to more than $35 billion between
January 2018 and January 2019.
It’s also the No. 1 brokerage by
sales volume in San Francisco and
Los Angeles, she said in an email.
Michael Repka, CEO and general counsel at Palo Alto’s Deleon
Realty, said only time will tell
how the combination of the company’s East Coast management
coupled with a blending of agents
from a variety of different brokerages will come together.
“There are certainly pros and
cons to having one big player in
the market. However, overall I
think it’s more negative than positive,” Repka said. “I see a tremendous amount of conflict of interest from having the same broker
or brokerage on both sides of the
transaction. The potential for double commission, whether on the
individual level or at the broker
level, is generally not good. I am
concerned that Compass’ market
share will be too large and ... will
create temptation for off-market
listings.”
Repka said he’s already heard
that some agents are asking sellers

for a period of exclusivity to market a property before officially
listing it for sale.
Founded in 2012 as a real-estate
technology company in New York
City, Compass has raised $1.2 billion through funding rounds from
investors, including Founder’s
Fund, Fidelity Investments, Wellington Management, Goldman
Sachs, Salesforce.com CEO Marc
Benioff and Softbank Vision
Fund, according to co-founder
Robert Reffkin. Compass’ headcount has grown to more than
10,000 agents across 248 offices
in the country.
Reffkin and co-founder Ori Allon started Compass with a focus
on technology, hiring 50-plus
in-house engineers to develop
a mobile app for its agents that
provides real-time housing data
to help streamline the selling and
buying process. Agents can receive immediate status and price
updates, see how many people are
looking at a listing, use data analytics to determine the best time
to list a property and collaborate
with clients.
The company’s technology was
a key reason why agent Judy Citron, who had worked for Alain
Pinel since November 2009, left
to join Compass at the end of
2018. She said she’s able to better
serve her clients and work more
efficiently by using the company’s
technology.
“The real estate landscape is
changing,” she said. Q
Associate Editor Linda Taaffe
can be emailed at ltaaffe@
paweekly.com.

CAROL
CUNNINGHAM
PRESENTS

JUST LISTED!
OPEN HOUSE 3/23 & 3/24, 1-4PM

311 CONCORD DRIVE, MENLO PARK
SOPHISTICATED ELEGANCE IN THE WILLOWS

3bd/2ba | 1900+/-sf | 8100+/-sf lot

Oﬀered at $2,648,000

Thoughtfully renovated and well maintained, this spacious home on a generous lot is now available on one of the most desirable streets in the
Willows. Tucked away, yet within walking distance to downtown Palo Alto and close proximity to acclaimed Menlo Park schools, Stanford,
tech companies and commute routes, this is what the intersection of serenity, comfort and convenience feels like.

Please visit: 311ConcordDrive.com for more photos and details.
CAROL CUNNINGHAM

415.260.6727 | ccunningham@apr.com | ccunningham.apr.com
License#02054293

Square footage, acreage, and other information herein, has been received from one or more of a variety of diﬀerent sources. Such information has not been veriﬁed by Alain Pinel Realtors®. If important to buyers, buyers should conduct their own investigation.

SOLD IN 1 DAY!

OPEN SUNDAY 1-4

3699 EASTWOOD CIRCLE, SANTA CLARA
3EHGEDWKQHDU5LYHUPDUN3OD]D
$1,198,000

608 LEKSICH AVE. & 1801 LATHAM ST.,
MOUNTAIN VIEW
/HNVLFKLVYDFDQWDQGHDV\WRVKRZ
/DWKDPLVUHQWHGGRQRWGLVWXUEWHQDQW
(DFKXQLWLQ'XSOH[LVEHGEDWKZLWKFDUJDUDJH
$1,895,000

PENDING SALE WITH MULTIPLE OFFERS

COMING SOON

276 HEDGE RD., MENLO PARK
EHGEDWKLQWUHDVXUHG6XEXUEDQ3DUN
$1,749,000

37 BIG TREE WAY, WOODSIDE
EHGEDWKVSOXVERQXVURRPVZLWKYLHZVRIWKHED\
VTIWORWLQ3RUWROD9DOOH\6FKRROV
$1,895,000

MARGOT LOCKWOOD
650.400.2528

homes@margotlockwood.com DRE#01017519

RICKY FLORES
408.565.5626

MAKE AN OFFER!

2239 WELLESLEY ST, PALO ALTO
%XLOG\RXUGUHDPKRXVHQHDU6WDQIRUGFDPSXV
VTIWOHYHOORW
$4,499,000

COMING SOON

102 NUEVA AVE., REDWOOD CITY
EHGEDWKKRPHZLWKVWXQQLQJNLWFKHQUHPRGHO
DQGJRUJHRXVKDUGZRRGȵRRUVWKURXJKRXW
$1,198,000

margotandricky.com

UȵRUHV#DSUFRP'5(
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Stunning Mediterranean Beauty
796 Mayview Avenue, Palo Alto

OPEN HOUSE Sat & Sun 1:30-4:30pm

S

uperbly located on a sought-after street with easy access to the newly reinvented Mitchell Park center, this stunning Mediterranean beauty makes
a commanding ﬁrst impression. This magniﬁcent custom built property is
a triumph of Classic architectural design integrated with elegantly appointed
interiors creating an ambiance of luxurious relaxation.

• 4 bedrooms, 3.5 baths (2 suites —
one on each level),
• House: about 2760 sf; Lot: about
9229 sf; garage: extra about 450 sf
• Custom designed and built
showcasing a grand formal entry
foyer with a dramatic 2-story
soaring ceiling, display niche and
curved staircase
• Upper level has a romantic master
suite and 2 additional bedrooms

sharing a spacious bathroom; plus a
perfectly created study alcove
• Central forced air heating and A/C
(2 units each); inside laundry room/
mud room; new carpet; mainly new
interior paint; lavish use of granite,
marble & recessed lights
• Renowned Palo Alto schools:
Fairmeadow (K-5); JLS (6-8); Gunn
High (9-12), buyer to verify

www.HomeCB.com/796MayviewAvenue-PaloAlto
Asking price: $3,998,000

Julie Lau
DRE#01052924
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International President’s Premier

(650) 208-2287 (CELL)
www.JulieLau.com
JLau @ cbnorcal.com
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THE ADDRESS IS THE PENINSU
THE EXPERIENCE IS AIN PINEL

PALO ALTO $7,998,000

LOS ALTOS $6,750,000

LOS ALTOS HILLS $6,380,000

ATHERTON $4,999,999

1429 Emerson Street | 5bd/3.5ba
Samia Cullen | 650.384.5392
License # 01180821
BY APPOINTMENT

675 Jay Street | 6bd/4.5ba
Kathy Bridgman | 650.868.7677
License # 01189798
OPEN SAT & SUN 2:00-4:00

25620 Frampton Court | 5bd/5ba
Rick Bell/Suzanne Bell | 650.209.1513
License # 01051633 | 014220275
BY APPOINTMENT

1 Heritage Court | 5bd/7ba
Stephanie Nash | 650.995.3820
License # 011004524
BY APPOINTMENT

LOS ALTOS HILLS $4,695,000

PALO ALTO $4,195,000

LOS ALTOS $3,998,000

MENLO PARK $3,895,000

27827 Via Feliz | 4bd/4ba
L. McCarthy/K. Bridgman | 650.269.1609
License # 01895605 | 01189798
OPEN SAT & SUN 2:00-4:00

595 Seale Avenue | 3bd/2.5ba
Alan Dunckel | 650.400.0327
License # 00866010
BY APPOINTMENT

163 Higgins Avenue | 4bd/2.5ba
Kathy Bridgman | 650.868.7677
License # 01189798
BY APPOINTMENT

241-255 Vallejo Court | 4 Units
Nancy Palmer | 650.492.0200
License # 00525350
BY APPOINTMENT

MENLO PARK $3,248,000

MENLO PARK $2,648,000

SAN CARLOS $2,499,000

MENLO PARK $2,495,000

2240 Avy Avenue | 4bd/2ba
Brad Verma | 650.665.0894
License # 02033592
BY APPOINTMENT

311 Concord Drive | 3bd/2ba
Carol Cunningham | 415.260.6727
License # 02054293
OPEN SAT & SUN 1:00-4:00

10 Shratton Avenue | 3bd/3ba
S. Quattrone/J. Quattrone | 650.505.4900
License # 01463726 | 01519860
OPEN SATURDAY 1:30-4:30

1010 Mallet Court | 5bd/2ba
Liz Daschbach | 650.207.0781
License # 00969220
OPEN SAT & SUN 1:00-4:00

MENLO PARK $2,198,000

SAN CARLOS $1,698,000

MENLO PARK $1,488,000

MENLO PARK $1,150,00

1326 Hoover Street #5 | 3bd/2.5ba
Liz Daschbach | 650.207.0781
License # 00969220
OPEN SAT & SUN 1:00-4:00

1525 Cedar Street | 3bd/2ba
Greg Celotti/Candi Athens | 650.740.1580
License # 01360103 | 01973120
OPEN SAT & SUN 1:00-4:00

668 Malarin Avenue | 3bd/2ba
Marc Bryman | 650.646.1150
License # 01906976
OPEN SAT 1:00-4:00 & SUN 11:00-2:00

429 7th Avenue | 2bd/1.5ba
Mrybeth Dorst | 650.245.8890
License # 01345542
OPEN SAT & SUN 1:00-4:00

APR.COM

Over 30 Real Estate Offices Serving The Bay Area Including
Palo Alto
650.323.1111

Los Altos
650.941.1111

Menlo Park
650.462.1111

Menlo Park-Downtown
650.304.3100

Woodside
650.529.1111

Square footage, acreage, and other information herein, has been received from one or more of a variety of different sources.
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information has not been veriﬁed by Alain Pinel Realtors®. If important to buyers, buyers should conduct their own investigation.

OP
Sat & EN
1:00 Sun
-4:00

JUST LISTED
Magniﬁcent, breathtaking views!
Single level, upstairs corner unit in
sought after Sharon Heights ...
• 2 bedrooms / 2.5 bathrooms, PLUS den
(could be bedroom) and expansive master
en suite
• Over 2500 sf of spacious and bright living
areas with abundant storage, fresh interior
paint and new carpet
• Soaring ceilings, private decks, laundry
room, secure parking, elevator, plus
community pools!

20 Mansion Court • Menlo Park, CA 94025
Call 650.387.4242

www.yarkinrealty.com
Yarkin Realty • 152 Homer Avenue • Palo Alto, CA 94301 • License #01857154

THE 33RD ANNUAL PALO ALTO WEEKLY

Short Story Contest

Prizes for First, Second
and Third place winners in each category:
Adult, Young Adult (15-17) and Teen (12-14)

FOR OFFICIAL RULES & ENTRY FORM, VISIT:

www.paloaltoonline.com/short_story
ALL stories
must be
2,500 words
or less

ENTRY DEADLINE:

March 29, 2019 at 5pm

Sponsored by:
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SPECTACULAR PORTOLA VALLEY RANCH HOME
8\HPS*V\Y[c7VY[VSH=HSSL`c6ɈLYLKH[  

I

deally situated within the Portola Valley Ranch, this
ZMKMV\Ta ]XLI\ML JMLZWWU JI\P PWUM WٺMZ[ IV
M`KMTTMV\\_WTM^MTÆWWZXTIVIVLKIZOIZIOM_Q\P_WVLMZN]T
^QM_[WN VMIZJaWXMV[XIKMUMILW_[<PMK]ZZMV\W_VMZ[
\W]KPMLM^MZaZWWU_Q\P]XOZILM[ÆWWZXTIVZM^Q[QWV[IVL
]XLI\ML ÅVQ[PM[ _PQKP QVKT]LM VM_ PIZL_WWL ÆWWZ[ I

VM_ ]X[\IQZ[ IQZ KWVLQ\QWVQVO [a[\MU ]XLI\ML JI\PZWWU[
IVLIZMLM[QOVMLWXMVSQ\KPMVTQ^QVOIZMINMI\]ZQVOY]IZ\b
KW]V\MZ\WX[VM_KIJQVM\ZaIVLITTVM_IXXTQIVKM[.I^WZIJTa
TWKI\MLI\\PMMVLWN IÆI\Y]QM\K]TLM[IK\PMPWUMPI[
MI[aIKKM[[\W\PM8>:IVKP+WUU]VQ\a+MV\MZIVLPQSQVO
\ZIQT[IKKTIQUML8WZ\WTI>ITTMa[KPWWT[[PWXXQVOIVL1 

www.30QuailCourt.com
Contact us for a private showing.

HELEN & BRAD MILLER

Among Top Teams in SF Bay Area (per The Wall Street Journal rankings)
Square footage, acreage, and other information herein,
has been received from one or more of a variety of
different sources. Such information has not been
veriﬁed by Alain Pinel Realtors®. If important to buyers,
buyers should conduct their own investigation.

HELEN MILLER  |PMTMVP]V\MZUQTTMZ(OUIQTKWU |
BRAD MILLER  |JZILU(IXZKWU

|
www.HelenAndBradHomes.com

License # 01142061
License # 00917768
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OPEN HOMES

MENLO PARK

LEGEND: CONDO (C), TOWNHOME (T)

ATHERTON
90 Macbain Av
Sat/Sun 1:30-4:30
Coldwell Banker

$6,188,888
5 BD/3.5 BA
465-6210

BURLINGAME
1909 Ray Dr
$2,848,000
Sat/Sun 1:30-4:30
4 BD/3.5 BA
Golden Gate Sotheby’s International Realty
823-3292
158 Los Robles Dr
$3,295,000
Sat 10-4/Sun 1-4
5 BD/4 BA
COMPASS
400-8361

CAMPBELL
2738 Montavo Pl (T)
$1,150,000
Sat/Sun 1-4:30
3 BD/2.5 BA
Golden Gate Sotheby’s International Realty
980-8866

EAST PALO ALTO
155 Gardenia Way
Sat 12-5/Sun 1-4
COMPASS

$799,000
3 BD/1 BA
766-2080

FOSTER CITY
720 Promontory Point Ln #2309 (C) $1,238,000
Sun 1-4
3 BD/2.5 BA
COMPASS
533-3628

LOS ALTOS
124 N Springer Rd
$2,895,000
Sat/Sun 2-4
3 BD/3 BA
Golden Gate Sotheby’s International Realty
714-7547
1495 Cedar Pl
$2,789,000
Sat/Sun 1:30-4:30
4 BD/2 BA
Alain Pinel Realtors
823-8057
896 Stagi Ln
$2,849,000
Sat/Sun 1-4
4 BD/2.5 BA
Sereno Group
492-0062
1655 Alexander Ct
$3,398,000
Sat/Sun 1-4
5 BD/3 BA
Sereno Group
996-7147
106 North Springer Rd
$3,788,000
Sun 1:30-4:30
5 BD/5 BA
DeLeon Realty
900-7000

429 7th Av
$1,150,000
Sat/Sun 1-4
2 BD/1.5 BA
Alain Pinel Realtors
245-8890
1326 Hoover St #3
$1,598,000
Sat/Sun 1-4
2 BD/2 BA
Alain Pinel Realtors
207-0781
2454 Sharon Oaks Dr
$1,500,000
Sun 1:30-4:30
2 BD/2 BA
COMPASS
415-999-1232
21 Willow Rd #9 (C)
$1,298,000
Sun 2-4
2 BD/2 BA
COMPASS
208-5196
311 Concord Dr
$2,648,000
Sat/Sun 1-4
3 BD/2 BA
Alain Pinel Realtors
415-260-6727
4411 Fair Oaks Av
$1,799,000
Sat/Sun 1-4
3 BD/2 BA
Alain Pinel Realtors
814-0858
1027 Henderson Av
$2,398,000
Sat/Sun 1-4
3 BD/3 BA
Sereno Group
408-691-4432
1326 Hoover St #5
$2,198,000
Sat/Sun 1-4
3 BD/2.5 BA
Alain Pinel Realtors
207-0781
318 Oakwood Pl
$2,495,000
Sat/Sun 1-4
3 BD/2 BA
Keller Williams Palo Alto
408-482-6256
304 Robin Way
$1,988,000
Sat/Sun 1-5
3 BD/2 BA
DeLeon Realty
900-7000
2325 Tioga Dr
$4,495,000
Sun 1:30-4
3 BD/3 BA
Coldwell Banker
619-3621
2190 Avy Av
$3,725,000
Sat/Sun 1:30-4:30
4 BD/3.5 BA
Golden Gate Sotheby’s International Realty
427-9211
1010 Mallet Ct
$2,495,000
Sat/Sun 1-4
4 BD/2 BA
Alain Pinel Realtors
207-0781
3880 Alameda de las Pulgas
$3,488,000
Sun 1:30-4:30
5 BD/4 BA
DeLeon Realty
900-7000
130 Royal Oaks Ct
$5,998,000
Sat/Sun 2-4
5 BD/4.5 BA
Alain Pinel Realtors
533-5102
180 Stanford Av
$2,950,000
Sat/Sun 1:30-4:30
5 BD/2 BA
Coldwell Banker
855-9700

IRREPLACEABLE CORE MENLO PARK
OFFICE INVESTMENT OPPORTUNIT Y
MENLO PARK, CALIFORNIA

FOR SALE

773 & 775 Partridge Av
Sun 1:30-4:30
DeLeon Realty

$4,288,000
8 BD/4.5 BA
900-7000

MOUNTAIN VIEW
1033 Crestview Dr #312
Sat/Sun 1-4
Keller Williams Palo Alto
280 Easy St #310 (C)
Sun 2-4
Alain Pinel Realtors
1801 Latham St
Sat/Sun 1-4
Alain Pinel Realtors
1915 Mount Vernon Ct #8
Sun 1-4
Sereno Group
500 W Middlefield Rd #47 (C)
Sat/Sun 1-4
Coldwell Banker
956 Bonita Av #5 (T)
Sat/Sun 1-4
Intero
366 Sierra Vista Av #5 (T)
Sun 1:30-4:30
COMPASS

$815,000
1 BD/1 BA
267-0721
$650,000
1 BD/1 BA
546-1360
$1,898,000
2 BD/1 BA
434-4318
$798,000
2 BD/1 BA
947-2955
$825,000
2 BD/2 BA
520-5122
$1,149,950
2 BD/1.5 BA
543-7740
$1,398,000
2 BD/2.5 BA
380-0220

PALO ALTO
320 Palo Alto Av B3 (C)
$1,138,000
Sat 1:30-4:30
1 BD/1.5 BA
DeLeon Realty
900-7000
2239 Wellesley St
$4,499,000
Sun 1-4
2 BD/1 BA
Alain Pinel Realtors
400-2528
2504 Webster St
$2,698,000
Sat/Sun 1:30-4:30
3 BD/2 BA
Coldwell Banker
465-8930
2121 Byron St
$4,250,000
Sun 2-4
4 BD/3.5 BA
Alain Pinel Realtors
207-9909
270 Channing Av
$3,898,000
Sun 1-4:30
4 BD/2.5 BA
COMPASS
743-0734
135 Coleridge Av
$3,880,000
Sun 1:30-4:30
4 BD/2.5 BA
Keller Williams Palo Alto
269-7538
556 Pena Ct
$3,399,800
Sat/Sun 1:30-4:30
4 BD/3 BA
Alain Pinel Realtors
269-3422
784 Alester Av
$3,998,000
Sat/Sun 1:30-4:30
5 BD/3 BA
Golden Gate Sotheby’s International Realty
255-7372

123 Tennyson Av
Sat 1:30-4:30
DeLeon Realty
812 Lincoln Av
Sun 2-4
COMPASS
702 Rosewood Dr
Sun 1:30-4:30
Keller Williams Palo Alto

PORTOLA VALLEY
377 Wayside Rd
Sat/Sun 1:30-4:30
Coldwell Banker
30 Quail Ct
Sat/Sun 1:30-4:30
Alain Pinel Realtors

$1,995,000
2 BD/2 BA
851-1961
$3,595,000
4 BD/3 BA
400-1317

REDWOOD CITY
1915 Redwood Av
$839,000
Sat/Sun 1-4
1 BD/1 BA
Alain Pinel Realtors
208-5424
1192 Cleveland St
$1,148,000
Sat/Sun 1:30-4:30
2 BD/1 BA
COMPASS
208-5196
104 Horgan Av
$2,198,000
Sat/Sun 1-4
4 BD/2.5 BA
Coldwell Banker
465-5602
759 Upland Rd
$2,550,000
Sat/Sun 1:30-4:30
4 BD/4 BA
Parc Agency
464-3896
6 Woodleaf Av
$3,488,000
Sat/Sun 1:30-4:30
5 BD/3.5 BA
Golden Gate Sotheby’s International Realty
804-8884

SAN CARLOS
35 Granite Ct
Sat/Sun 1:30-4:30
Keller Williams Palo Alto
195 Exeter Av
Sat/Sun 2-4
COMPASS

5180 Rhonda Dr
$1,895,000
Sat/Sun 1:30-4:30
3 BD/2 BA
Golden Gate Sotheby’s International Realty
408-314-2830

WOODSIDE
125 Lakeview Dr
Sun 1:30-4:30
Coldwell Banker

$7,395,000
5 BD/6 BA
619-6461

SPRING HAS SPRUNG

A MOVE? A NEW JOB? A NEW SPOUSE?
= A NEW HOUSE!!

Today’s news,
sports
& hot picks

Contact:

JAN STROHECKER

, SRES

Fresh news
delivered
daily

Realtor, DRE #00620365

Residential • Land • 1031 Exchanges

Direct: (650) 906-6516
Email: janstrohecker@yahoo.com
www.janstrohecker.com

Sign up today at
PaloAltoOnline.com/
express

CALL Jan Today
for Best Results!

®

SIZE: 43,083 SF
or Thomas Foley, E: tfoley@hfflp.com, T: 415. 276.6091, CA Lic# 01997105

The DeLeon Difference®

KIÁSFRP

650.543.8500
www.deleonrealty.com

Holliday GP Corp. (“HFF”), California Department of Real Estate CA License #01385740
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$2,298,000
4 BD/2.5 BA
796-4732
$4,298,000
5 BD/5.5 BA
415-830-1184

SAN JOSE

“Experience Counts 32 Years Top Sales Performance”

Contact: Ben Bullock, E: bbullock@hfflp.com, T: 415.276.6927, CA Lic# 01885337

$8,788,000
5 BD/5.5 BA
900-7000
$6,725,000
6 BD/6.5 BA
400-8424
$5,488,000
7 BD/5 BA
269-7538

650.543.8500 | www.deleonrealty.com | DeLeon Realty CalBRE #01903224

Sports
Shorts

PICK A STICK ... Sacred Heart Prep
beat Bellarmine, 16-6, in a West
Catholic Athletic League boys lacrosse
match Wednesday. Max Sloat scored
five times, Tommy Barnds added
four goals. Billy Barnds added six
assists and Cody Wiebe recorded five
saves in the net for the Gators (6-0,
3-0), who travel to play San Ramon
Valley at 1 p.m. Saturday ... Juniors
Ryan Young posted six goals and
an assist and Finn Leschly had four
goals and an assist in Menlo School’s
16-8 victory over St. Francis. Samson
Axe assisted on three goals and
goalie Theo Kim had five assists. The
Knights (3-3, 2-1) host Oak Ridge in a
nonleague match at 11 a.m. Saturday
... Laurel Comiter scored five goals,
Grace Williams had four goals and
four assists and Gunn beat visiting
Saratoga, 18-2, Wednesday. Rachel
Grant added three goals and Goalie
Brindha Jaeger had three saves for the
Titans (4-1), who host Saint FrancisSacramento on Friday at 7 p.m. ...
Menlo School’s Page Wolfenden
scored 50 seconds into overtime
to clinch a 10-9 victory over MenloAtherton on Tuesday evening. Senior
Charlotte Swisher scored five goals
for the Knights (4-1, 2-0), who travel
to play Mitty at 5:30 p.m. Friday. The
Bears (3-3, 1-1) were down by two with
nine minutes remaining in regulation.
Hannah Shaw fed her sister Ally Shaw
to bring the Bears within one. With
15 second remaining, Leiney Paul
scored the equalizer and the game
went into overtime. The Bears play
St. Francis at M-A at 4 pm on Friday
... Taylor DeGroff scored eight goals
as Castilleja played to a 14-14 tie with
visiting Mitty on Tuesday at El Camino
Park in Palo Alto. Alia Singh recorded
seven saves for the Gators (2-1-1, 1-11), who host Burlingame on Tuesday at
4:15 p.m. Q

READ MORE ONLINE

www.PASportsOnline.com
For expanded daily coverage of
college and prep sports, visit
www.PASportsOnline.com

Sports
Local sports news and schedules,
schedu
ules,
edited by Rick Eymer

Bob Drebin/isiphotos.com

SOFTBALL SHOWDOWN ... Gunn
High beat visiting Lynbrook, 10-0, on
Wednesday behind winning pitcher
Madison Wiseman, who allowed
two hits, struck out three and did
not walk a batter for the Titans (6-1,
2-1). Palo Alto took care of Monta
Vista, 14-4, as pitcher Fabiana
Teofan allowed four runs on three
hits and four walks. She struck out
five for the Vikings (4-5, 3-0). The
crosstown rivals meet at Palo Alto on
Friday for a 4 p.m. Santa Clara Valley
Athletic League El Camino Division
showdown. Senior infielder Michele
Schwarzwalder leads the Titans
with a .500 batting average. She has
accumulated five multi-hit games
already. Sophomore Emma Sloan is
hitting .458 and leads the team with
nine RBIs. Palo Alto is led by senior
Lindsey Kim, on a nine-game hitting
streak. She’s driven in 16 runs, has
seven doubles and is 10 for 14 with
eight RBIs over her past four games.
Fellow senior Sydney Liu is hitting
.567 with 11 RBIs and has hit safely
in eight of nine games.

Sacred Heart Prep grad Andrew Daschbach continues to produce for Stanford.

STANFORD BASEBALL

Time to get back on the field
Cardinal opens Pac-12 schedule against Utah
by Rick Eymer

T

hey’ve been locked up in their
rooms, study halls and libraries for the past two weeks
taking care of the “student” part of
being a student-athlete.
The atmosphere at Sunken Diamond for Friday night’s series opener against visiting Utah at 6 p.m.
will be a breath of fresh air should
Mother Nature feel so inclined.
This weekend serves as No. 3
Stanford’s Pac-12 Conference opener. The Utes (7-9, 1-2) played at Arizona in their opener last weekend,
winning the first game, 21-10, and
then losing 8-0 and 18-7.
Don’t expect that kind of offensive production this weekend from
either side, though the Cardinal
(12-3) may very well be salivating
at the chance to get at a Utes’ pitching staff that brings a 6.39 ERA
to town. Part of that is tempered,
though, by the elevation in Salt
Lake City.
Still, Utah’s four starting pitchers have ERA’s in the 4.24 to 7.79
range. In contrast, every Stanford
pitcher with at least three appearances owns an ERA of 3.60 or better. The team ERA is 2.31, fifth in
the nation.
On the other hand, Stanford hits

.240 as a team and has two players at .300 or better. Utah bats .288
and has four players over .300. The
Utes also have the edge in extrabase hits, 50-39.
It’s the kind of weekend Stanford
could shake its offensive doldrums,
although .240 has been good
enough to win 80 percent of its
games. Opponents are hitting .208
against Cardinal pitching.
Nearly half of Stanford’s games
have been decided by one run, with
the Cardinal winning five of seven.
The Cardinal swept the Utes last
season, with a combined winning
margin of 43-10. Stanford owns
a five-game winning streak over
Utah and lead the overall series
16-6.
The Cardinal’s weekend rotation
of Brendan Beck, Jacob Palisch and
Erik Miller are off to strong starts.
Beck (0-2, 2.33) has recorded 28
strikeouts in 27 innings against two
walks. He threw a career best eight
innings in his last outing, a 4-0 loss
to Texas on March 7.
Palisch, who joined Beck as a
freshman All-American last year,
has allowed one earned run in each
of his last three starts.
Miller (2-0, 2.57) has a team-high
29 strikeouts in 21 innings but he
also leads the team with 11 walks.

He gets away with it because he’s
holding opposing teams to a .184
batting average.
Stanford’s bullpen, led by AllAmerican Jack Little, owns a 1.94
ERA in 51 innings pitched. He
leads the pen in appearances (7),
innings pitched (10 1/3), strikeouts
(16) and saves (1). Last season, Little tied a program record with 16
saves while carrying a 0.60 ERA.
Five Cardinal players have started all 15 games, including Sacred
Heart Prep grad Andrew Daschbach, Maverick Handley, Will Matthiessen, Tim Tawa and Brandon
Wulff.
Daschbach has yet to reach the
success he enjoyed last season but
he’s still fifth on the team with a
.208 batting average. He led the
team in home runs (17), RBI (63)
and total bases (125) last year. The
17 homers were the most in a season
since Sean Ratliff hit 22 in 2008.
Teams have attempted just two
stolen bases, both unsuccessfully,
against catcher Handley, who is
second on the team with a .302
average.
Matthiessen leads Stanford with
his .327 average, 16 hits and 11
RBIs. He’s hit a pair of home runs,
exceeded only by Wulff’s four
homers. Q

PREP ROUNDUP

Gunn’s Everett tosses a no-hitter
Sacred Heart Prep gets its offense going
by Glenn Reeves
unn’s Aidan Everett joined
the no-hit club, Sacred
Heart Prep matched its best
offensive production of the year

G

and Palo Alto continues to pile up
victories.
Things are heating up in local
high school baseball.
Everett faced one over the

minimum Tuesday in earning the
5-0 victory over host Lynbrook
n a Santa Clara Valley Athletic
League El Camino Division
contest.

Everett struck out nine and
walked three in his 89-pitch
performance, 55 of which
were strikes. Cole Mantovani drove in three runs, So
had three hits and Nathan Nakamitsu had a pair of singles for
the Titans (3-5, 3-1), who were
scheduled to host Lynbrook on
Thursday.
Everett set down eight of nine
during one stretch, a walk producing the only stranded runner for
Lynbrook.
The Gators went into Wednesday’s game with next-door rival
Menlo School with a .202 team
batting average. They’d let some
good pitching go to waste.
Trailing 3-2 going into the fifth
inning against Menlo, they exploded for seven runs and held on for a
9-3 Peninsula Athletic League Bay
Division victory.
“It was a matter of grinding
through those at-bats, taking
quality at-bats,’’ SHP coach Tony
Granato said.
Sacred Heart Prep (5-5-1, 1-2)
and the Knights (3-3, 0-1) meet
again Friday at 4 p.m. at Menlo.
In the PAL, Max Moreno threw
a seven-hitter and helped himself
with two hits and two RBIs as
Woodside topped visiting Half
Moon Bay, 3-1, on Tuesday.
Anthony Acevedo also drove in
a run for the Wildcats (5-3, 1-0),
who were scheduled to play Half
Moon at 4 p.m. Thursday. Owen
Crevelt doubled and scored twice.
Palo Alto’s Josh Kasevich hasn’t
allowed a run in nearly a month
and he’s only allowed one earned
run all season. He’s helped the Vikings pitching staff craft an overall
ERA of 1.37.
Kasevich, who is on a pitch
count, threw 5 2/3 scoreless innings Wednesday as Palo Alto
downed visiting Mountain View
7-1 in a Santa Clara Valley Athletic League De Anza Division
contest.
The Oregon-bound senior also
collected a pair of hits and drove
in a run for the Vikings (10-2, 5-0),
who extended their winning streak
to 10 games.
Kasevich (4-0) allowed four hits
and walked a batter and he struck
out 10 (of the 17 outs he recorded
overall) in lowering his ERA to
0.27.
Kasevich retired 12 of the final 13 batters he faced. Palo Alto
pitchers have allowed more than
three runs in a game once thus far.
Track and field
Menlo School junior Charlotte
Tomkinson raced 2:10.61 in the
800 meters at the Dublin Distance
Fiesta on Saturday, the top mark
in the state.
Junior Kyra Pretre was fourth
with a personal best 2:14.61, seventh in the state. The Dublin meet
produced four of the state’s top 10
marks, including Menlo’s duo.
Pretre and Tomkinson were
joined by Lauren Hamilton and
Maddie Sanders for the distance
medley relay, which placed third
in a school record 12:30.09.
At the St. Francis Invitational,
Gunn senior Jared Freeman was
a double winner, setting personal
bests in winning the shot put (53-1)
(continued on page 38)

www.PaloAltoOnline.com • Palo Alto Weekly • March 22, 2019 • Page 37

Sports

Preps
(continued from page 37)

and discus (158-4), both the top
marks in the Central Coast Section. Freeman’s discus throw was
a meet record.
Menlo-Atherton’s Noa Ngalu,
who will be playing football at
Washington in the fall, placed second in the discus with a PR of 1524, No. 2 in the CCS. He was ninth
in the shot put with a mark of 45-9.
Gunn’s Justin Chiao and MA’s Francisco Sanchez also won
events. Chiao went 1:57.17 to win
the 800 and Sanchez raced 11.32
to win the 100.

Boys tennis
Menlo School rules the West
Bay Athletic League and MenloAtherton reigns as kings of the
Peninsula Athletic League Bay
Division so it’s no surprise both
teams won league matches this
week.
The Knights beat rival Sacred
Heart Prep 7-0 with all seven spots
winning in straight sets. Menlo’s
top doubles team of Soren Sutaria
and Nisham Rajavasireddy joined
No. 1 singles Andrei Volgin in setting the tone at the top of the ladder, each winning 6-0, 6-0.
Menlo-Atherton beat Aragon,
6-1, in a tough match.
M-A’s No.1 singles Tim Berthier

Marketplace
PATTY’S
HOUSE CLEANING
SERVICE
• Residential & Commercial
• 15 Years of Experience
• Good References
• Free Estimates
Call any time

PATRICIA RAMIREZ

(650) 218-7034

To place an ad
or get a quote,
contact
Nico Navarrete
at 650.223.6582
or email
digitalads@
paweekly.com.

Across
1 “Who’s there?” reply
6 Sitcom set in suburban Houston
10 Org. overseeing summer and winter
competitions
13 NASCAR participant
14 “___ Through the Gift Shop”
15 “It’s ___ sham!”
16 Maker of the 2600
17 Late arrival
19 “1984” actor with 7 Oscar nominations and
no wins
21 President between Roosevelt and Wilson
23 “Carte” or “mode” preceder
24 “Watchmen” actor Jackie ___ Haley
25 Go to hell ___ handbasket
26 Jost cohost
27 Practice figures, for short?
29 Committed response
30 Chocolate source
32 Most negligible
34 Composer/lyricist of “Godspell” with 6 Tony
nominations and no wins (not counting an
honorary Tony)
40 Lacking enthusiasm
41 Lift with force
42 Brandenburg Concertos monogram
45 Freestyle, perhaps
46 “Ballers” network
48 “All Songs Considered” network
49 Compensate
51 Mediterranean or Baltic, e.g.
52 Othello foe
53 “Back at One” R&B singer with 16 Grammy
nominations and no wins
57 Involving both sides of the body
58 “Camelot” collaborator
61 Idyllic setting
62 Ride share amount, maybe
63 Distraught
64 Cranberry color

and No.4 singles Luke Jensen each
won their matches, 6-2, 6-0. No.
2 singles Jake Andrews took his
match, 7-5, 6-2 while Maksim
Lukic went 6-2, 7-6 (4), at No. 3
singles.
Menlo School (9-1, 6-0) heads
to Newport Beach for the chance
to defend its National Invitational
title. Q

ATHLETES OF THE WEEK

ON THE AIR
Friday
College baseball: Utah at Stanford,
6 p.m., Stanford Live Stream

Saturday
College women’s gymnastics:
Stanford at Pac-12 championships,
noon, Pac-12 Networks
College women’s lacrosse: Stanford at Arizona State, noon, ASU Live
Stream-2
College baseball: Utah at Stanford,
2 p.m., Stanford Live Stream
College softball: Stanford at California, 2:30 p.m., Pac-12 Networks
College women’s basketball: UC
Davis at Stanford in NCAA tournament,
2:30 p.m., ESPN2

Sunday
College baseball: Utah at Stanford,
1 p.m., Stanford Live Stream
College softball: Stanford at California, 2 p.m., Pac-12 Networks

Monday
College women’s water polo: UC
Irvine at Stanford, 12:30 p.m., Pac-12
Networks
College softball: Stanford at California, 2 p.m., Pac-12 Networks
College women’s lacrosse: Stanford at USC, 4 p.m., Pac-12 Networks
College women’s basketball: NCAA
second round at Stanford, TBA, ESPN2

Leiney Paul
MENLO-ATHERTON
LACROSSE
The senior did a lot of
everything for the Bears, who
won twice last week. She
combined for eight goals, six
assists, eight ground balls and
four caused turnovers in wins
over Gunn and Burlingame.

Jessica Eagle
Genna Gibbons

Menlo track and field

Theresa McGannon
Menlo-Atherton lacrosse

Maansay Rishi
Gunn track and field

Charlotte Tomkinson
Menlo track and field

Gunn track and field

Pete Discher

Sacred Heart Prep lacrosse

Michelle Louie

Sacred Heart Prep baseball

Alex Evans
Palo Alto track and field

Noa Ngalu*
Menlo-Atherton track and field

Cody Wiebe
Sacred Heart Prep lacrosse

Ryan Young
Menlo lacrosse
*Previous winner

Watch video interviews of the Athletes of the Week, go to PASportsOnline.com

Answers on page 27.

Answers on page 27.
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The senior set personal
bests in each the discus and
shot put at the St. Francis
Invitational, winning both
events. His 158-3 in discus
and 53-1 in the shot put are
the top marks in the Central
Coast Section.

Justin Chiao

Menlo-Atherton track and field

This week’s SUDOKU

Down
1 George Gershwin’s brother
2 Inked art, for short
3 1983 Pacino pic
4 Raise reason
5 “Tim and ___ Awesome Show, Great Job!”
6 Consignment shop transaction
7 Especially
8 Part of the Woodstock logo
9 Run up ___ (drink at the bar)
10 “Allow me ...”
11 Soccer stadium chant
12 “Bette Davis Eyes” singer Kim

GUNN TRACK AND FIELD

Honorable mention

“It’s an Honor to Be Nominated”— yet they never won. Matt Jones

65 Go along with
66 Allots, with “out”

Jared Freeman

15 “Slumdog Millionaire” locale
18 Milton Bradley game featuring facial
features
20 “Yeah right!”
21 Muscular contractions
22 Art sch. class
26 Intelligible
27 12th of 12
28 Crowd noise
31 On point
32 Timothy Leary’s hallucinogen
33 ___ kwon do
35 Org. that’s supposed to be green
36 Little drink
37 Did some diagnostic work, maybe
38 “Modern Family” rating

www.sudoku.name

39 One of many in a googol
42 Talk incessantly
43 Giant step
44 Prepared, as water for pasta
46 “The End of the Innocence” singer Don
47 “The Crow” actress ___ Ling
50 Bread from a tandoor
51 Take to the rink
52 “Fingers crossed”
54 “Desus & ___” (2019 late-night Showtime
TV show)
55 Seafood dip ingredient
56 Dour
59 Tiny
60 Romulans, e.g.

COLDWELL BANKER

Woodside | $5,995,000
Beautifully updated gated estate offering resort living on appox. 3 acres,
with pool & spa, tennis court, koi pond & potential use for equestrian

Woodside | $5,495,000
Modern architectural masterpiece on 3+ acres, w/spectacular views, premier vineyard, glistening
pool/spa & more. Close to town & Woodside School. Open Sunday 3/17, 1:30pm-4:30pm.

Erika Demma
650.740.2970
edemma@cbnorcal.com
CalRE#01230766

Erika Demma
650.740.2970
edemma@cbnorcal.com
CalRE#01230766

Woodside | Price Upon Request
Not on MLS. Spacious & wonderfully updated home with perfect floor plan, sun swept pool/spa &
amazing views. Close to town, Huddart park & Woodside School.

Menlo Park | $1,250,000
Welcome to this private 2br/1.5ba, appx. 1,490 sqft. townhouse-style end-unit
in a small, three unit complex near Downtown Menlo Park. Updated kitchen.

Erika Demma
650.740.2970
edemma@cbnorcal.com
CalRE#01230766

Edwards & Murphy Real Estate
650.888.2910
sold@edwardsandmurphy.com
CalRE#00860519

San Francisco | $959,000
Cool 1bd/1.5ba urban loft. Rooftop deck with expansive city views.
Valerie Trenter
650.329.6668
valerie.trenter@cbnorcal.com
CalRE#01367578

BE FIRST IN LINE
$PNQFUJUJPOBNPOHIPNFCVZFSTJTmFSDF TPHJWFZPVSTFMGBIFBETUBSU
4JHOVQGPSOFXMJTUJOHBMFSUTBUColdwellBankerHomesDPNBOETFF
BWBJMBCMFQSPQFSUJFTBTTPPOBTUIFZIJUUIFNBSLFU

COLDWELLBANKERHOMES.COM
The property information herein is derived from various sources that may include, but not be limited to, county records and the Multiple Listing Service, and it may include approximations. Although the information is believed to be accurate, it is not warranted and you should not rely upon it without personal verification. Real estate agents affiliated
with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor agents and are not employees of the Company. ©2019 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. Owned by a subsidiary of NRT LLC.
414911SFSV_07/18 CalRE #01908304.
Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker Logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.
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COLDWELL BANKER

Palo Alto | $4,998,000
Wonderful 5bd/5ba home in the heart of Palo Alto w/high ceilings and a sweeping staircase. Located near Rinconada Community Gardens and top-rated schools. Approx. 3,200 sqft.
David Hicks
650.644.7708
david.hicks@cbnorcal.com
CalRE#02074844

Mountain View | $1,188,000
Fabulous Old Mill complex. www.49ShowersA142.com. Rare 3br/2ba on the first level. Los Altos Schools. Clean end unit boasting wood floors, newer carpets and paint - move-in condition. Xtra large balcony, East
exposure. Gas range – inside utilities – reserved parking close to elevator. Much desired complex with two pools, spa, sauna, close to Caltrain, San Antonio Center. Buyers to check school attendance.
Francis Rolland
650.224.4817
frolland@cbnorcal.com
CalRE#00896319

Redwood City | $1,899,000
This well located ranch home features three spacious bedrooms and three baths. It is tucked away on an appproximately 10,700 square foot flag lot.
Shawnna Sullivan
650.716.7303
shawnna.sullivan@cbnorcal.com
CalRE#856563

COLDWELLBANKERHOMES.COM
The property information herein is derived from various sources that may include, but not be limited to, county records and the Multiple Listing Service, and it may include approximations. Although the information is believed to be accurate, it is not warranted and you should not rely upon it without personal verification. Real estate agents affiliated
with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor agents and are not employees of the Company. ©2019 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. Owned by a subsidiary of NRT LLC.
414911SFSV_07/18 CalRE #01908304.
Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker Logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.
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