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When it matters most,
patients turn to
Stanford Health Care
“Stanford is the place I
look to for treatment
and for support.”
–Parul
U.S. News & World Report,
again, recognizes Stanford
Health Care in the top 10
best hospitals in the nation.

During a routine pregnancy ultrasound, Parul felt a lump in her breast.
Knowing she carried a genetic risk for breast cancer, she scheduled a biopsy.
Just days after delivering her daughter, she was diagnosed. Within a month,
she was being treated at Stanford.
“Genetic testing probably saved my life,” said Parul.
“Because we knew her BRCA status, we could more optimally select
therapies,” said her Stanford medical oncologist Melinda Telli, MD. After 12
weeks of targeted, combination chemotherapy, followed by surgery, Parul
was cancer free.
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931 LAUREL GLEN DRIVE, PALO ALTO
PRIVACY AND CONVENIENCE WITH OUTSTANDING VIEWS
Offering a rare balance of close-in convenience and secluded privacy, this gorgeous 6-bedroom, 6.5-bath estate is as suited to
hosting grand affairs as it is to comfortable everyday living. This striking 7,555sf residence is situated on 4.38 acre lot, one of the
largest parcels in the City. It offers indoor-outdoor living at its best with sweeping views of the Palo Alto Hills and Peninsula, and
balances close-in convenience with a private setting.
Additional features of the home include:
• Stunning Bay and golf course views
• Designed for indoor/outdoor entertaining of any scale
• Secluded privacy with close-in convenience

• 2IƓFHZLQHFHOODUUHFUHDWLRQPHGLDURRPDQG
VLJQLƓFDQWVWRUDJHKREE\VSDFH
• Outstanding Palo Alto schools

OPEN HOUSE - Sunday 1:30-4:30
Oﬀered at $6,995,000
www.LaurelGlenEstate.com

DERK BRILL

Wall Street Journal “Top Residential Realtors” in America

M: 650.814.0478
dbrill@apr.com
www.DerkBrill.com
License# 01256035
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Join us
VOTE NOV 6

“Over 17 years of public service
Karen Holman has demonstrated her
dedication and effectiveness. At a
time when many women are stepping
forward to run,

“When I look for environmental
leadership, I think of Karen Holman…

…With the pressures
of climate change,
passionate advocacy
and long-term thinking is
more critical than ever.”

Karen is among
the very best and
I enthusiastically endorse
her for Midpeninsula
Regional Open
Space District Board.”

—Yoriko Kishimoto
ENDORSERS (a partial list)

Mid-Peninsula Regional Open Space District Board:
(unanimous)
Jed Cyr, MROSD Board Chair
Nonette Hanko, MROSD Board member & co-founder
Cecily Harris, MROSD Board Vice Chair
Larry Hassett, MROSD Board member
Yoriko Kishimoto, MROSD Board member
Curt Riffle, MROSD Board member
Pete Siemens, MROSD Board member
ELECTED, APPOINTED & OTHER OFFICIALS:
Kevin Mullin, CA Assembly Speaker Pro Tem
Ruben Abrica, East Palo Alto Mayor
Lisa Gauthier, East Palo Alto City Vice Mayor
Carlos Romero, East Palo Alto City Council
Donna Rutherford, East Palo Alto City Council
Tom DuBois, Palo Alto City Council
Eric Filseth, Palo Alto Vice Mayor
Lydia Kou, Palo Alto City Council
Ray Mueller, Menlo Park Mayor Pro Tem
Todd Collins, Palo Alto Unified School Dist. (PAUSD) Board
Jennifer DeBrienza, PAUSD Vice President
Duane Bay, former East Palo Alto mayor
Pat Burt, former Palo Alto Mayor
Paul Collacchi, former Menlo Park Mayor
Judge LaDoris H. Cordell (Ret.), former Palo Alto City Council
Mike Ferreira, former Half Moon Bay Mayor
Pat Foster, former East Palo Alto Mayor
Julie Jerome, former PAUSD Board
Sally Lieber, former CA State Assembly member
Enid Pearson, former Palo Alto Vice Mayor, author of
Palo Alto’s Park Dedication ordinance
Emily Renzel, former Palo Alto Council
Greg Schmid, former Palo Alto Vice Mayor
Steve Schmidt, former Menlo Park Mayor

—Congresswoman Anna Eshoo

Paid for by: Holman for Open Space District Board 2018, FPPC #1410488

“…there is no one else I can think of better qualified
to take my seat to serve Ward 5."
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—Nonette Hanko

co-founder, MROSD, 1972

Brian Schmidt, former Santa Clara Valley Water Dist. Board
Carolyn Tucher, former PAUSD
Gail Woolley, former Palo Alto Mayor
Steve Abbors, MROSD General Manager (Ret. 2017)
Cedric de La Beaujardiere, PABAC
David Bower, Historic Resources Board Chair
Alice Kaufman, Committee for Green Foothills Legislative
Advocacy Dir., San Mateo & Santa Clara Counties*
Arthur Keller, Vice Chair, Environmental & Water Resources
Cmte., Santa Clara Valley Water District
Marilyn Keller, Storm Water Management Oversight Cmte.;
Canopy Board member*; Former UAC member
Florence LaRiviere, Committee to Complete the Refuge
Ed Lauing, Palo Alto Planning and Transportation Cmsn Chair
Catherine Martineau, Executive Director, Canopy*
Karen Maki, San Mateo County Dem. Party, Southern Vice Chair
Debbie Mytels, former Assoc. Director, Acterra; Midpen Regional
Open Space District docent
Susan Rosenberg, Canopy Board member*
Lennie Roberts, Legislative Advocate, Comm.for Green Foothills*
Valerie Stinger, Palo Alto Human Relations Commission
Greer Stone, Santa Clara Co. Human Relations Cmsn Vice Chair
Doria Summa, Palo Alto Planning and Transportation Cmsn
Emy Thurber, former Regional Dir., Calif. Democratic Party
Asher Waldfogel, Palo Alto Planning and Transportation Cmsn
Olenka Villarreal, Magical Bridge Founder
Rita Vrhel of Save Palo Alto’s Groundwater
* organization affiliation for identification purpose only

Upfront

Local news, information and analysis

To spur housing, Palo Alto rewrites zoning rules
City’s planning commission recommends lower parking
requirements, higher density for housing developments
by Gennady Sheyner
fter years of sluggish residential growth, Palo Alto
officials are preparing for
a significant revision to the city’s
zoning code with the goal of lowering some of the highest hurdles
facing housing developers.
The changes, which the City

A

Council will consider and could
potentially approve this year, touch
on everything from parking standards and density limits to openspace requirements and new “minimum density” standards for zones
that allow multi-family housing.
The Planning and Transportation

Commission, which has been discussing the rule changes over a series of six meetings, on Wednesday
gave its seal of approval to the zoning reforms, voting 5-1, with Doria
Summa dissenting and William
Riggs absent, to forward them to
the council.
Among the most significant new
initiatives is what staff is calling
the Housing Incentive Program,
which would grant housing developers significant density bonuses.

The goals of the program are twofold: to encourage builders to develop housing rather than commercial projects and to provide an
alternative to Senate Bill 35, a state
law that created a “streamlined”
process for builders of affordable
housing but which local officials
have opposed. The state law allows
these developers to move ahead
with the project with no discretionary review from the city and
waives all parking requirements for

projects near transit services.
The Housing Incentive Program,
by contrast, would still require developers to meet all the applicable
parking requirements. Unlike
SB35, the new program would not
force developers to dedicate 50 percent of their projects to affordable
housing (they would still have to
designate 15 percent of their housing units for affordable housing,
(continued on page 15)

ELECTION 2018

Vendors
give $30K in
Ravenswood’s
race
District’s construction,
architecture companies
back board incumbents

was sitting stage left, so to speak.
There was a lot of discussion, and
then it was time for the audience
to comment. Marie got up (to the
microphone) and started making
comments. Patricia yelled out,
‘You can’t talk. That’s a conflict
of interest,’” he said, referring to
McKenzie’s employment by the
city.
At some point, McKenzie
turned around and pointed a finger toward the door.
“Patricia took it as an invitation
to fisticuffs, that Marie meant to
‘bring it on.’ Half a dozen people
went out after them before they
could land any blows,” he said.
Committee member Bernardo
Huerta, another candidate for
council, agreed that Lopez had

by Elena Kadvany
he Ravenswood City
School District’s primary
construction management
and architecture firms have each
contributed $15,000 to a campaign committee formed to support three school-board incumbents running for re-election.
Santa Ana-based SVA Architects and Los Angeles-based Telacu Construction Management
each donated in September to
Parents for a Better Ravenswood
City School District in Support
of Pulido, Lopez, and Knight for
School District Board 2018, campaign-finance reports show.
The committee’s name refers
to school board President Ana
Pulido and members Marcelino
Lopez and Charlie Mae Knight,
whose terms expire in November.
Both companies are currently working for Ravenswood,
monthly vendor payments show.
Telacu staff serve as the district’s
construction managers. The two
companies did not return requests
for comment.
The district has paid SVA Architects about $706,000 through
September and Telacu Construction Management, about $151,000,
according to vendor payments.
Recent work with SVA Architects includes a $271,500 contract,
approved by the board in January, for new kindergarten classrooms, a playground and other

(continued on page 14)

(continued on page 13)
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Veronica Weber

Protesters: Apartment management ‘anti-immigrant’

Pedro Chavez, center with bullhorn, a tenant at the Woodland Park apartments in East Palo Alto for more than 19 years, joins fellow
tenants and community activists at a protest outside the complex’s offices on Oct. 9. They say the apartment management’s new
payment policy is targeting residents who may not have government-issued IDs. Read the story “Woodland Park residents forced to
show ID to pay rent” on PaloAltoOnline.com.

EAST PALO ALTO

Council candidate, city employee
get into altercation
Differences on overnight-parking ban fuel shouting match
by Sue Dremann
n argument over the hotbutton issue of banning
oversized vehicles in East
Palo Alto turned into a shouting
match that nearly became physical between a candidate for the
City Council and a city employee
during a city meeting on Sept. 19,
according to witnesses.
The incident reveals both the
passion and strain community

A

members are feeling as the city
grapples with gentrification and
the displacement of residents.
The argument, which involved
council candidate Patricia Ape
Finau Lopez and city Administrative Services Director Marie
McKenzie, flared up as McKenzie
spoke in favor of a proposed ordinance to ban oversized vehicles
from parking overnight on city

streets. Lopez, a supporter of people who are homeless and living
in RVs, is against the ordinance.
Court Skinner, a former city
planning commissioner who is
also a council candidate this fall,
said he was sitting between Lopez
and McKenzie during the Public
Works and Transportation Committee meeting.
“Patricia was in the back, and I
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Upfront

Kiwanis Club of Palo Alto

Angel Award
an award evening and cocktail party honoring

Charles Schmuck
Founder of Peninsula College Fund
Empowering low-income, first-generation
college students in San Mateo and Santa Clara counties

Emcee: Dennis Burns
Retired Chief of Police, City of Palo Alto

Thursday, October 25, 5:30-7:30 pm
Sheraton Palo Alto Hotel, 625 El Camino Real, Palo Alto
TICKETS: $50 until Oct. 18, $55 afterwards:
www.KiwanisAngelAward.org
www.facebook.com/KiwanisAngelAward

100% of the Sponsor funds raised for the Angel Award
in 2018 will benefit programs, services, and scholarships
for children and youth in the Palo Alto area through the
Kiwanis Club of Palo Alto Charitable Foundation.

In-Kind Sponsors: Gleim the Jeweler • Sheraton Palo Alto Hotel
Media Sponsor: Palo Alto Weekly • Gold Sponsor: Wells Fargo
Silver Sponsors: Crist, Biorn, Shepherd & Roskoph • Patrick Farris Realtors
Fidelity Investments Mountain View • Nancy Goldcamp, Realtor, Coldwell Banker
Irvin, Abrahamson & Co. • John King • Mayfield Advisors, Inc.
Lucile Packard Children’s Hospital
Bronze Sponsors: bbTTech, Inc. • Judy Kramer • John & Allean Richter
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Robert Jones, executive director of East Palo Alto
Community Alliance and EPA CAN DO, on altercation
over parking ban. See page 5.

Assistant Sports Editor Glenn Reeves (223-6521)

Designers Rosanna Kuruppu, Amy Levine,
Doug Young

:K\\RXFDQ·WÀQGWKH
&LW\&RXQFLODJHQGD

I’ve been around people enough
to know the inflection of words.

Associate Editor Linda Taaffe (223-6511)

Veronica Weber

7th Annual

QUOTE OF THE WEEK

450 Cambridge Ave., Palo Alto, CA 94306
(650) 326-8210

THIS SPOT IS TAKEN ... Parking
has grown more scarce in the
California Avenue business
district where Uber’s mapping
cars, many Nissan Sentras, have
taken about 30 spots at multiple
city parking lots along Cambridge
Avenue this week. The vehicles,
either black or white, each
have knot-top-looking devices
mounted on racks, which the
ride-sharing company said it is
using to gather imagery in San
Francisco and other locations,
including in Palo Alto. The project
is near completion. Uber has an
office in Palo Alto, so it made
sense to store the cars there until
they move on to the next location.
At least nine cars were counted
in one lot and 15 in another, with
sprinklings of other vehicles in
other surface lots well past the
two- to three-hour limits on a
recent weekday. City officials
could not immediately be reached
regarding the duration of the
permits and how much revenue
the city received from Uber.
SET THE EXPECTATION ... About
300 Palo Alto High School
student-athletes, both male
and female, signed a serious
pledge last week. They pledged
“to display courage and stand
up against sexism and violence
against my peers and others,” to
“respectfully challenge other men,
women, students, and members
of my community and hold them
accountable for their words and
actions,” and to “only practice
consensual sex.” “I understand
that ‘no means no’ and only ‘yes
means yes,’” the pledge states.
They joined college athletes
across the country in signing the
“Set the Expectation” pledge,
launched by Brenda Tracy, a
sexual assault survivor turned
advocate. Paly Athletic Director
Therren Wilburn-Sudduth told
the school board on Tuesday that
he and the new football coach
hope the pledge sparks a culture
change, both on and off the field
— “setting the expectation for
what it means to be a student-

athlete at Palo Alto High School.”
Board President Ken Dauber
lauded the pledge, particularly
in light of Palo Altan Christine
Blasey Ford’s allegations that
now-Supreme Court Justice Brett
Kavanaugh sexually assaulted
her in high school. “I think about
how different it would have been
had some of those high school
athletes back then” had taken this
kind of a pledge, he said. “There’s
always somebody there who could
have made a different decision.
Producing a whole bunch of our
students who are going to make
that decision is a tremendously
powerful contribution.”
KINGS OF THE COURT ... It’s
been a banner year for Palo
Alto’s pickleball players — a
growing community that has
been receiving increasing
recognition from city leaders.
Many rejoiced when in the end
of 2017, city officials passed a
special proclamation in honor of
the city’s fastest growing sport
and formulated a plan to convert
three of the seven tennis courts
at Mitchell Park into dedicated
pickleball courts. Now, however,
the city appears to be having
second thoughts. With Mitchell
Park’s tennis players coming out
to oppose the conversion of the
lit courts to pickleball use, Palo
Alto officials are proposing a
new policy that would allow both
sports to share the space. The
new policy, which City Council
is set to approve on Oct. 15,
would specify that tennis courts
are no longer just for tennis and
it would designate priority hours
for both sports. Tennis would be
given priority from 4-10 p.m. on
Tuesdays and Thursdays and
from 2-10 p.m. on Saturdays and
Sundays; pickleballers would rule
from 4-10 p.m. on Mondays and
Wednesdays and from 8 a.m.-2
p.m. on Saturdays and Sundays.
All other hours, according to the
policy, would be on a first-come,
first-served (literally). The new
policy also would allow the city
to take tournament reservations
for pickleball (which can only
be placed by residents), a
service that in the past has only
applied to tennis tournaments.
Community Services
Department staff plans to review
the policy in six months and
revise as necessary, according to
a report from the department. Q

Upfront
ELECTION 2018

Meet the Ravenswood
school-board candidates
Video interviews with East Palo Alto contenders
are posted online
by Elena Kadvany
lection Day will be a litmus
test for the Ravenswood City
School District.
Come Nov. 6, voters will be presented with two distinct narratives
from six newcomers and three incumbents running for three open
seats on the Board of Education.
The newcomers are critical of
current school leadership, including the superintendent and school
board, for what they describe as
failed transparency and communication. They believe the future
of the K-8 East Palo Alto school
district, which is battling declining
enrollment, revenue and the forces
of gentrification, depends on fresh
governance.
The incumbents, meanwhile,
maintain that Ravenswood is on
an unprecedented path of progress,
largely due to changes put in place
by the superintendent they hired
five years ago. Examples of this
upward trajectory, they say, are
the district’s new comprehensive
middle school, opened last fall to
better prepare Ravenswood middle
schoolers for high school; targeted
investment in science, technology,
engineering, math, arts and music
(STEAM) education; last summer’s formal exit from a yearslong
federal special-education mandate,
the Ravenswood Self-Improvement Plan (RSIP); and facilities
upgrades, supported by voter-approved parcel taxes in recent years.
They believe stable leadership and

E

experience on the board are critical to continuing the district’s longneeded forward momentum.
The newly constituted board will
face a perception of distrust among
some in the school community,
including with the teachers who
signed a vote of no confidence in
Superintendent Gloria HernandezGoff last year and parents and staff
who opposed the renewal of her
contract this spring.
The three elected candidates will
join board members Marielena Gaona-Mendoza and Sharifa Wilson
on the dais.
The Ravenswood school district
serves approximately 2,400 students in East Palo Alto and east
Menlo Park, about half of whom
are English-language learners and
the majority of whom qualify for
the free/reduced lunch program.
To inform and aid voters in their
decision-making, the Palo Alto
Weekly recorded video interviews
with eight of the nine current candidates in which they discuss their
backgrounds and what they see as
the most pressing issues facing the
school district. The videos, with
Spanish subtitles, are posted at
paloaltoonline.atavist.com. The
ninth candidate, incumbent Charlie Knight, did not return repeated
interview requests. (One former
candidate, Maria Victoria Chavez,
withdrew from the race last week
and endorsed candidate Tamara
Sobomehin as a “strategy not to

The
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split the votes and to ensure that
there is a change in leadership at
the school district level,” she said
in a statement.)

The candidates

Brooke Crosby: Crosby was one
of the integrated-services coordinators in Ravenswood’s special-education department from 2013
through the last
school year,
when she left
for a special-education position
in the Palo Alto
Unified School
District. She has
emphasized her Brooke Crosby
familiarity with the inner workings
of the district, especially special
education, and established relationships with staff and families.
Stephanie Fitch: Fitch grew up
in East Palo Alto but attended Palo
Alto schools through the Voluntary
Transfer Program. She is currently
the English language arts curriculum manager at Summit
Public Schools,
a Redwood City
charter school
organization.
Fitch, who has
been endorsed
by the teachers’ Stephanie Fitch
union, said she decided to run for
school board for the same reason
she pursued a career in education:
“because I never thought it was fair
that kids received such different
levels of quality education purely
based on where they live — such
as the case between Palo Alto and
East Palo Alto.”
Julian Garcia: Garcia is a
graduate of the district and works
as a paraeducator in the Redwood
City School District. His campaign slogan is “leading from the
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grassroots,” an
alternative to
the leadership
status quo in
Ravenswood. “I
decided to run
for the school
board because I
feel like there’s
a lack of leader- Julian Garcia
ship,” he said.
Charlie Knight: A former Ravenswood superintendent, Knight
won a seat on
the board in
2014. In her
candidate statement
filed,
Knight writes
that she has “devoted my career
to fighting for
educational opportunities for Charlie Knight
children of our
community.”
Marcelino Lopez: Lopez,
whose children attended Ravenswood,
was
elected to the
board in 2002
as part of a reform slate and
has been on
the board ever
since. He decided to run for reelection in 2018
Marcelino
to continue “the
Lopez
good work we
have done in the last 16 years,” he
wrote in a candidate statement filed
with the county registrar.
Laura Nunez: Nunez, who attended Ravenswood schools, is
currently a mathematics teacher
and athletics director at East Palo
Alto Academy, a public charter
high school. She wants to better
prepare Ravenswood students for
high school. “I want to keep students at the forefront, listen to the
different stakeholders like teachers,

parents
and
admin(istrators)
to see what we
can do to better
support
them,” she said.
She is running on a slate
with Tamara
Sobomehin.
Laura Nunez
Ana Pulido:
Pulido, who was born and raised
in East Palo Alto and is a product
of the city’s schools, was elected
to the board in 2010 and won reelection in 2014. She is currently
the Sequoia
Union High
School District
superintendent’s
communication specialist
and executive
assistant. She
believes the
district is on an
upward trajec- Ana Pulido
tory and cautions that “change in leadership can
sometimes change the direction.”
Nicole Sbragia: Sbragia is a
Ravenswood parent and works as
a paraeducator at East Palo Alto
charter school
KIPP Valiant
Community
Prep. She organized a boycott
at Belle Haven Elementary
School in protest of the sudden removal of
former Principal Nicole Sbragia
Todd Gaviglio
and is part of Community United
for Better Education, a grassroots
advocacy group that formed this
spring in response to concerns
about Hernandez-Goff’s leadership. “The board majority is not
(continued on page 15)

Palo Alto schools have another
nother self-inflicted budget problem
SAN JOSE MERCURY NEWS, SEPTEMBER 8, 2017
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Paid for by Kathy Jordan for School Board 2018 FPPC# 1406198
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News Digest

EDUCATION

Marching through time

East Palo Alto to consider cannabis sales

Palo Alto officer disciplined for hitting car

ore than 200 current
and past Palo Alto
High School students
recreated a historical moment
on Sunday, walking from what
is now Channing House on Webster Street to the school as students, teachers and staff did 100
years ago for their first day of
school at their new campus.
The Paly dance and cheer
teams, band and alumni, many
wearing Viking green, as well
as administrators, school board
members and local and state
elected officials made their way
through Palo Alto streets on a
sunny, celebratory afternoon.
The Webster location was the
fledgling school’s third site,
where students met in a building funded by a $200,000 bond
authorized in 1900, according to
the Paly alumni website, palyalumni.net. The first-day march
was actually held on Dec. 24,
1918, and at the time, some in
the community criticized the
school for being located so far
south of town.
The Sunday march was part of
a series of activities this year to
celebrate Paly’s centennial. Paly
partnered with the Palo Alto
Historical Association to organize the re-enactment.
The oldest participant on Sunday belonged to the class of ‘42,
according to Paly librarian Rachel Kellerman, who is on the
school’s centennial committee.
After the march, participants
recreated a photo the group of
students, teachers and staff took
in front of the Tower Building
in 1918.
They also dedicated the area
between the new Performing
Arts Center and the longtime
Haymarket Theatre as “Centennial Plaza.” The plaza will
include monuments to Anna
Zschokke (pronounced SHAWkey), known as the “mother of
Palo Alto schools.” Zschokke,
one of Palo Alto’s first residents,
spearheaded the creation of Palo
Alto’s first public school and

M

Palo Alto High School cheerleaders lead a march commemorating
Paly’s centennial, re-enacting a 1918 march of school teachers and
students from the school’s early location at Channing Avenue to its
current location at Embarcadero Road and El Camino Real.

Past and current Palo Alto High School students pose for a photo
after re-enacting a 1918 march for the school’s centennial on Oct. 7.
built the first high school building by mortgaging her home.
Members of Zschokke’s family
attended the event.
U.S. Senator Ron Wyden of
Oregon, a Paly alumnus, gave
a speech in which he “lauded
strong courageous women leaders from the past to present day,”
Kellerman said.
There were also student performances and the debut of a choral
piece written by Paly alumnus
Christopher Tin, a Grammy
award-winning composer.
Paly’s centennial committee is

working to involve other school
departments and bodies, including drama, history, English, athletics and journalism, in centennial events.
Students are also organizing
an alumni speakers program and
will design a centennial T-shirt,
among other projects.
In March, there will also be a
celebration of student newspaper
the Campanile’s 100th birthday
and a ticketed centennial gala.
More information about Paly’s
centennial activities is posted at
paly.net/centennial. Q

Students, teachers and local elected officials marched to the new Palo Alto High School for the first
day of school in 1918.

Courtesy Rachel Kellerman
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by Elena Kadvany

Courtesy David Hickey

A Palo Alto police officer faced criminal charges last year after
investigators concluded that he had hit his neighbor’s parked car
with his own personal vehicle, neglected to leave a note and then
repeatedly denied his involvement in the collision to officers from
another agency.
The incident, which is described in a new report from Independent Police Auditors Michael Gennaco and Stephen Connolly,
prompted the department to place the officer on administrative
leave for five months. He ultimately returned to full duty, the report
states.
The report covered the second half of 2017.
According to the report, the officer was off-duty when he hit a
car near his own home at around noon on a weekday, causing damage to both vehicles. The neighbor noticed the damage to his car a
few hours later and, after seeing damage to the officer’s personal
vehicle, contacted the officer at his home. The report states that the
officer denied knowledge of the collision.
The neighbor then called his local police department, which as
part of its investigation also contacted the officer, who once again
denied knowing about the collision.
The case changed however, when a third neighbor emerged as a
witness, the report states.
The report also noted that while there was evidence of intoxication, the gap in time between the collision and the police investigation precluded an investigation into that issue.
The police agency also contacted the Palo Alto Police Department, whose supervisors began their own investigation.
The criminal allegation was ultimately settled when the officer
negotiated a plea deal and pleaded guilty to an infraction in connection with the collision. The more serious charge, a misdemeanor
“hit and run,” was dismissed.
After the criminal investigation concluded, the Palo Alto Police
Department conducted its own administrative investigation, which
concluded that the officer “violated the policy by leaving the scene
of the traffic accident without attempting to contact his neighbor
or otherwise take responsibility.”
During the investigation, however, the officer acknowledged his
responsibility for the collision and provided other information “that
put the behavior into the larger context of personal issues,” the
report states.
The auditors concurred with the department’s findings, noting
that the officer’s off-duty behavior was “uncharacteristic for the employee’s history and attributable to larger wellness concerns.” Auditors did criticize the Palo Alto investigators for providing an “overly
generous forum for the officer to explain his circumstances.” The
audit also found that the department’s inquiry was “less robust.” Q
—Gennady Sheyner

To celebrate Palo Alto High School centennial, students
and others re-enact historic march

Veronica Weber

East Palo Alto officials took a cautious step closer to considering
commercial cannabis sales on Tuesday night, but full consideration
won’t take place until early next year.
City Council did vote unanimously, with Mayor Ruben Abrica
absent, on a permanent ordinance to regulate personal cannabis cultivation, repealing an interim ordinance that was set to expire in
mid-December. But although the council has previously held a hard
line against medical marijuana dispensaries and delivery services,
it now appears to be poised to consider licensing sales.
First, the city needed to address finalizing an ordinance on personal cultivation. The council has had two prior study sessions
since Prop. 64 legalized personal use of cannabis and licensing of
commercial cannabis sales. East Palo Alto has had three interim
“urgency” ordinances while the council sought to sort out how it
will handle the larger issue of commercial sales — and monitoring
personal cultivation.
More than 70 percent of East Palo Alto voters approved Proposition 64, the council noted. The personal cultivation ordinance
allows an individual to grow no more than six living plants at a
single residence at one time. The primary use of the property must
be as a residence.
Any cultivation beyond the ordinance’s parameters could be
prosecuted as a misdemeanor.
Staff plans to bring the ordinance back for adoption on Oct. 16,
after adding registration procedures and a fee. Once adopted, the
ordinance will go into effect in 30 days.
The council can alter the ordinance to include commercial sales
at a later date, City Attorney Rafael Alvarado said.
The council plans to have a third study session early next year
to discuss modifying the ordinance that might allow two or three
commercial cannabis enterprises. Q
—Sue Dremann

Lan Liu Bowling

presents

702 Rosewood Drive, Palo Alto
O P E N H O U S E S AT U R DAY & S U N DAY 1 : 3 0 - 4 : 3 0 P M

E XCE P TI ON A L C U STO M H O ME
I N THE HE A RT O F MIDTO WN
Co
Constructed
by one of Palo Alto’s finest builders, this custom home offers a grand, yet
intimate, style of living in the heart of Midtown. Spanning three levels, there are 7
int
bedrooms and 5 baths thoughtfully arranged with flexibility in mind for office, fitness,
bed
guest, and/or extended family needs. Details throughout are classic and timeless with
ggue
maple floors, crown moldings in every room, and perfectly selected stone and tile
ma
finishes. Adding to the luxury lifestyle are heated floors in every bathroom, a 400-bottle
fin
wine cellar, media/recreation room with bar, plus numerous tech features for control of
win
sound, climate, lighting, and security. Outdoor living unfolds on a huge barbecue
sou
terrace with built-in heating or on the lower terrace beside the soothing sound of a
ter
waterfall. Built to exacting standards, this stunning home also benefits from access to
wa
acclaimed Palo Alto schools, as well as proximity to Stanford University and commute
acc
routes to all of Silicon Valley.
rou

LISTED AT $5,998,000

Lan Liu Bowling

John Chung
Keller Williams

Broker-Associate
B

(650) 269-7538

(650) 520-3407
lan@lanbowling.com

johnmc@kw.com

CalBRE # 01248958

CalBRE # 01720510

Ranked Among the Country’s
Top 100 Agents by the Wall Street Journal
#1 Agent Among 134,000
Kw Agents Worldwide 2015

For more photos and information please visit:
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Upfront

Let Me Tell
Your Family’s Stories

NEIGHBORHOODS

A beautifully designed and professionally bound book
preserves your family memories, both old and new.

City proposes retention basin
under Bol Park

Heirloom Family History Books

Genealogy • Vintage Photo Restoration • Elder Interviews

50th Anniversary Retrospectives
Baby’s First Year • Teen Athlete • Travelogue

Fantastic Holiday Gifts!
Dion Desktop Publications
(408) 396-0026 • diondesk@gmail.com
www.diondesktop.com

Want To Stay In Your Home As You Age?

Avenidas Village
helps you:

Be our guest:

• Stay independent
Join us
• Make new friends
FRIDAY, OCT. 26
• Simplify your life
AT 11:30AM
• Keep your mobility
at Avenidas@Cubberley for
• Access vetted vendors
• Receive 24/7 assistance a Free talk by GreenWaste of
Palo Alto and a light lunch.

All are welcome to attend:
simply RSVP to (650) 289-5405

Village

www.avenidasvillage.org
(650) 289-5405

Residents are concerned about environmental damage, hazardous materials
by Sue Dremann
proposal by the city of Palo
Alto to put a stormwater-retention pond under Cornelis
Bol Park would serve to remove
hazardous chemicals from runoff
water before potentially using the
water for park irrigation, according
to city plans.
The nearly $5.6 million project also would divert stormwater
flowing from a 110-acre area of
Stanford Research Park and the
VA Palo Alto hospital and funnel
it underground into a 10-foot-deep,
0.43-acre concrete storage tank.
The underground facility would
run up the park’s spine under the
open grassy space. The VA runoff
currently discharges into Matadero
Creek.
Pam Boyle Rodriguez, city
stormwater program manager, said
the concept is preliminary and the
city will seek public input. The
project is part of the Santa Clara
Basin Stormwater Resource Plan, a
countywide program that identifies
local and regional projects to improve local surface-water quality. It
is part of the larger San Francisco
Bay Area Integrated Regional Water Management Plan.
The runoff water would first
be routed through a pretreatment
device at the southern edge of Bol
Park to remove all debris and trash
before it enters the underground
storage tank. The system also
would be designed to remove as
much as 95 percent of the PCB
(polychlorinated biphenyls) and
other chemicals. Mercury would
be removed at a rate of 2,000 mg

A

per 325,851 gallons, or acre-foot,
of water per year; the PCBs would
be reduced by 1,200 mg per acrefoot per year, according to the city.
The estimate does not anticipate
how many acre-feet or gallons of
water the system might capture in a
year’s time. Boyle Rodriguez noted
that the area is not thought to be
more heavily contaminated with
PCB than any other area.
The underground system would
be able to store 1.4 million gallons
of water. During and after a storm,
most of the water would be sent
back to the sewer within 48 hours
to make room for more runoff from
the next storm. But some of the
water could be used to irrigate the
park. The water would be tested
to make sure it isn’t hazardous to
park visitors or the park environment beforehand. There would also
be a pilot project set up to monitor
the treated water before it would
be used for irrigation, Boyle Rodriguez said.
Bol Park was chosen for the project in part because it is located too
far from the city’s water-quality
control plant to receive recycled
water as other city parks do, Boyle
Rodriguez said.
The project would be funded
by a Proposition 1 grant from the
State Water Resources Control
Board. The Bol plan includes a
separate project that would create
2,200 square feet of “bioswales,”
consisting of plants with retention
areas for runoff from 1.2 acres of
streets and land parcels within the
Barron Park neighborhood. The

swales would be located at two locations on Laguna Avenue: a parking strip next to the park’s grassy
area and one block north.
The city has discussed the plan
during multiple Storm Water Management Oversight Committee
meetings dating back to February,
which are open to the public. Presentations and meeting minutes are
available at tinyurl.com/y8w6ooef.
City officials also added an insert
regarding its Green Stormwater Infrastructure Project in its August
utilities bill mailings.
Barron Park Association President Jon Affeld said that few people in the neighborhood are aware
of the project at this point.
Based on the reaction to his
messages to residents about the
Bol plan, “I would guess very few
residents (if any) saw those materials or connected the dots from the
proposals,” he wrote in an email to
the Weekly.
A large part of the park would
have to be excavated and would
be unusable for a year or more, according to city officials.
“Many residents consider Bol
Park to be the crown jewel of the
Palo Alto park system and it is
deeply tied to the history, culture
and identity of the Barron Park
community. Our neighborhood
polling consistently indicates it is
a highly prized resource and most
residents wish it to remain basically undisturbed. A potential project
of this nature and magnitude could
(continued on page 13)

The Girls’ Middle School
3400 West Bayshore Road
Palo Alto, CA 94303
www.girlsms.org

OPEN
HOUSE
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This map shows a conceptual plan to place a retention basin and storage tank under the Barron Park
neighborhood’s Bol Park to capture stormwater runoff.

Courtesy city of Palo Alto

Please RSVP
650.968.8338 x133
admissions@girlsms.org

Saturday,
Oct. 20th, 1 - 4 pm
Saturday,
Dec. 1st, 1 - 4 pm

OPEN SATURDAY
October 13, 1:30 – 4:00pm

OPEN SUNDAY
October 14, 2:00 – 4:00pm

812 Lincoln Avenue, Palo Alto
Coveted Community Center Location
• Newly built in 2014 with signiﬁcant upgrades
• 6 bedrooms and 6.5 baths on three levels
• Formal living and dining room combination with
ﬁreplace
• Stunning great room opening to the rear yard
• Chef’s kitchen with commercial-grade appliances
• Spacious recreation/media room, ﬁtness center,
and custom wine cellar

A FRESH APPROACH

• Beautifully landscaped private rear yard
• Located less than one mile to University Avenue
shopping/dining, close to Stanford University and
Sand Hill Road venture capital centers
• Excellent Palo Alto schools

Offered at $6,888,000 | www.812Lincoln.com
For a private showing or more information, please contact Judy Citron.

JUDY CITRON • 650.543.1206
Judy@JudyCitron.com • JudyCitron.com
License # 01825569

#20 Agent in the United States (per The Wall Street Journal, 2018)

Square footage, acreage, and other information herein,
has been received from one or more of a variety of
KPɈLYLU[ ZV\YJLZ  :\JO PUMVYTH[PVU OHZ UV[ ILLU
]LYPÄLKI`(SHPU7PULS9LHS[VYZ0MPTWVY[HU[[VI\`LYZ
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Upfront
DEVELOPMENT

Divisive downtown project suffers setback
hings were looking up for
Elizabeth Wong in February 2017, when the Palo Alto
City Council narrowly approved
her plan to build a four-story
mixed-use building on the University Avenue property that once
housed the popular Shady Lane
boutique.
But 18 months later, the project
at 429 University Ave. remains
mired in the city’s planning process, hampered by community opposition and skepticism from the
city’s Architectural Review Board.
Last week, it experienced a fresh
setback when the board rejected
proposed design changes, setting
the stage for an appeal and potential litigation.
The board’s 2-1 vote, with Vice
Chair Alex Lew dissenting and
board members Wynne Furth and
Peter Baltay recused, was the latest
turn in the road to approval for a
project that has been in the works
since June 2014 and that was subject to 14 public hearings before the
council’s 5-3 vote in February 2017,
which stipulated it had to meet a
set of conditions pertaining to the
building’s design.
Since that vote, Wong has gone
through several different architects
and has made a number of tweaks
with the intent of complying with
the council’s directions and the
board’s recommendations. But
on Oct. 4, board members Osma

T

by Gennady Sheyner
Thompson and Robert Gooyer both
agreed that the design progress
has not gone far enough and recommended denying the proposed
changes.
Even though the board’s decision was focused on three specific
design elements of the politically
charged development — landscaping, building colors and the building’s west wall — its vote makes
it exceedingly likely that the project will go back to the council for
another review. Given the board’s
negative recommendation, it will
now be up to Interim Planning
Director Jonathan Lait to either
overrule the board and approve the
deeply polarizing project — all but
guaranteeing that nearby residents
will appeal — or reject the project
and almost certainly face a challenge from Wong.
For Michael Harbour, a downtown resident with a medical
practice on Kipling Street who
appealed the original project, the
decision should be pretty straightforward. He has argued for years
that the new building would be too
massive for the area and incompatible with Kipling, a narrow street
that includes numerous Victorian
buildings.
“This proposed mammoth fourstory building really overshadows
it,” Harbour told the board during
the hearing.
Harbour noted that the council’s

conditions of approval included
more details about the landscape
plan, revision to building colors
and a “decorative wall design
treatment” to address the blank
wall that would be visible when
the building is approached from
University Avenue. This treatment,
the council’s motion states, should
be “subject to review by the Architectural Review Board.”
The board’s vote, he argued,
demonstrates that Wong has failed
to do that. He also noted that because the building’s design has
been modified since the council’s
2017 vote, the new project no longer
conforms to what was approved.
Wong took issue with that interpretation. The project, she told the
board in another hearing on Sept.
20, has been thoroughly vetted
by various city departments. The
council, she noted, has already
approved the building’s massing,
which was its most controversial
element. Harbour’s arguments, she
said, are “water under the bridge.”
The board’s discussions, she argued, should be narrowly focused
on landscaping, building colors and
the west wall.
Her husband, Jaime Wong,
agreed.
“I don’t think the City Council
wants to see this again,” Jaime
Wong said Sept. 20, at the second
of three public hearings on the
project.

COUNCIL RAIL COMMITTEE ... The committee plans to review its
updated schedule to define and approve a preferred grade separation
solution and get an update on interagency activities. The meeting will
begin at 8 a.m. on Wednesday, Oct. 17, in the Council Chambers at City
Hall, 250 Hamilton Ave.
CITY/SCHOOL LIAISON COMMITTEE ... The committee plans to meet
at 8 a.m. on Thursday, Oct. 18, in the Community Meeting Room at City
Hall, 250 Hamilton Ave. The agenda wasn’t available by press time.
ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW BOARD ... The board plans to review
1841 Page Mill Road, a proposal for master sign program with sign
exceptions to allow for new monument signs, directory signs and
directional signs. The meeting will begin at 8:30 a.m. on Thursday, Oct.
18, in the Council Chambers at City Hall, 250 Hamilton Ave.

Page 12 • October 12, 2018 • Palo Alto Weekly • www.PaloAltoOnline.com

it. Even with the narrower purview, he said he cannot support the
project.
“I don’t think we’re helping
the community with this design,”
Gooyer said.
For the council, the project poses a tough dilemma. During its
2017 review, which followed two
prior rejections, council members
agreed that the proposed development complies with all the objective zoning criteria relating to
density, height and setbacks. Even
so, the project barely mustered the
votes it needed for passage, and
only after a threatened lawsuit.
Even the five council members
who supported the project —
Eric Filseth, Adrian Fine, Greg
Scharff, Greg Tanaka and Cory
Wolbach — were less than thrilled
about the project.
“Do I love the building? No.
But the law is the law and the law
doesn’t say, ‘You must love the
building,’” Wolbach said during
the Feb. 6, 2017, meeting. Q
Staff Writer Gennady Sheyner
can be emailed at gsheyner@
paweekly.com.

East Palo Alto’s Measure HH seeks
housing, job training funding

A preview of Palo Alto government meetings next week

COUNCIL FINANCE COMMITTEE ... The committee will consider the
updated user fee cost recovery policy, including fees pertaining to the
Police Department and Community Services Department; consider
approving a contract with Verizon for wireless, voice and broadband
services; consider the 2018 Electric Integrated Resources Plan; and
consider the Utilities Smart Grid Assessment and Utilities Technology
Implementation Plan. The meeting will begin at 6 p.m. on Tuesday, Oct.
16, in the Community Meeting Room at City Hall, 250 Hamilton Ave.

The city’s planning staff had
recommended approving the project based on recent revisions to the
color scheme and the wall design,
as well as the added landscaping elements. The board, however, found
the design lacking. Thompson and
Gooyer both said they couldn’t
make the necessary findings to approve the project.
Thompson said the project fails
to have a “unified coherent design,”
nor is it “of high aesthetic quality,
using high quality, integrated materials and appropriate construction
techniques, and incorporating textures, colors, and other details that
are compatible with and enhance
the surrounding area.” She argued
that the west wall of the modernist
building continues to clash with the
surrounding area.
“It’s really just kind of a flat wall.
It’s a little bit of a stark contrast and
I think it does a bit of a disservice
to the neighborhood character on
its own,” Thompson said.
Gooyer agreed and noted that the
board already rejected the project
once, before the council effectively
overruled the board and approved

ELECTION 2018

Public Agenda
CITY COUNCIL ... The council plans to hold a joint session with the
Palo Alto Youth Council. The council will then go into closed session
to discuss anticipated litigation involving five potential cases. Then,
in a regular meeting, the council will hold a study session on 788 San
Antonio Road, a proposal to rezone a site to enable construction of a
54-unit residential development; and approve the sale of $50 million in
bonds to finance the new California Avenue garage .The joint session
will begin at 5 p.m. on Monday, Oct. 15, in the Council Chambers at
City Hall, 250 Hamilton Ave. The rest of the regular meeting will follow at
about 8 p.m. or as soon as possible after the closed session.

Developer Elizabeth Wong has been trying to secure final approvals
for years for her project at 429 University Ave., Palo Alto, a mixeduse building at the corner of Kipling Street.

Per-square-foot parcel tax could generate millions of dollars in annual revenue
$2.50-per-square-foot annual parcel tax on large
office developments could
raise at least $1.67 million in annual revenue for East Palo Alto,
according to city estimates, if
voters approve the tax on Nov. 6.
To pass, the measure must be approved by two-thirds of the city’s
voters.
The City Council approved
adding Measure HH, the “Commercial Office Space Parcel Tax
for Affordable Housing and Job
Opportunities,” to the ballot on
July 31. The measure is in response to residents’ concerns that
new office developments will
lead to higher housing costs and
more traffic congestion but they
won’t add jobs suitable for current residents. Many lower- and
middle-income residents are already dealing with housing instability and homelessness because
of the red-hot real estate market,
a dearth of affordable housing
and the pressures created by area

A

by Sue Dremann
giants Facebook and Google.
If passed, the tax revenue could
help kick-start innovative programs to address displacement
and homelessness. The revenue
would be spent on new, low-income housing and programs to
train residents for higher-paying
jobs in science, technology, engineering, mathematics and
the building trades and would
strengthen the city’s First Source
Hiring program.
The ordinance would earmark
a minimum of 35 percent of the
revenue for new, affordable housing stock. A maximum of 15 percent of the tax proceeds would be
used for the city’s costs for overhead and administration of the
ordinance, according to the measure. The remaining funds could
be used for housing, job training
or — at the City Council’s discretion — ordinance overhead or administration. The city would also
be accountable for how the money is spent, with staff required to

write an annual report to the City
Council.
The tax would be levied on
owners or lessees of commercial
office developments and internet
retailing businesses larger than
25,000 square feet. Smaller developments and those not used for
commercial office space such as
retail shops, agriculture and food
services would not be subject to
the tax.
The city could reap three times
as much revenue as the $1.6 million estimate. It currently has approximately 1.8 million square
feet of commercial office space
undergoing the entitlement
process.
Advocates for seniors, homeless
persons and the city’s immigrants
support the measure. They say
companies receive huge federal tax
breaks and must pay their fair share
to fix the infrastructure and displacement problems their massive
(continued on page 15)

Courtesy city of Palo Alto

Architectural Review Board rejects Elizabeth Wong’s proposal for design changes
to planned development at 429 University Ave.

Upfront

Vendors
(continued from page 5)

improvements at Ronald McNair
Academy; and a $9,500 contract,
approved by the board in July, to
replace kitchen hoods at Cesar
Chavez/Ravenswood Middle
School and Brentwood and Willow Oaks elementary schools.
Pulido said she is not involved
with the campaign committee
and has “never asked for contributions, nor will I, from any of
the district’s vendors, as I feel it
is inappropriate.”
“My campaign is self-financed
and fueled by the community
relationships that I have earned
through my life as a resident of
East Palo Alto and my service on
multiple nonprofits in the community,” she wrote in an email
to the Weekly.
Political-contribution records
available through the California
Secretary of State show that Telacu Construction Management

frequently donates to candidates,
political action committees and
propositions throughout California, including Assembly and Senate candidates, the state superintendent race and the statewide
Coalition for Adequate School
Housing, which advocates for
funding of school-facilities work.
Telacu Construction Management
has contributed about $114,000 to
candidates, ballot measures and
committees since 2002.
Campaign contributions appear to be more unusual for
SVA Architects, which has given
about $12,000, the majority of it
to the Coalition for Adequate
School Housing Issues Committee in 2015, according to the
Secretary of State database.
The Parents for a Better Ravenswood City School District
committee was started by a
group of parents and community members who “have witnessed firsthand the positive
changes that have occurred at
Ravenswood under the current

leadership,” parents Marco Duarte and Diego Barragan wrote
in an email to the Weekly. Duarte has led two parent groups,
the District Advisory Council
and District English Learner
Advisory Committee.
They believed opposition to
Superintendent Gloria Hernandez-Goff, voiced last year in protests and calls against renewing
her contract, was solely to “embarrass the superintendent.”
Duarte and Barragan expressed particular concern over
Belle Haven Elementary School
parents’ decision last spring to
keep students home from school
in protest of the sudden transfer
of their principal, Todd Gaviglio.
“To us, that was the tipping
point because educational needs
of students in our community
were placed secondary over the
needs of one person,” Duarte and
Barragan said. “That is not right.”
The campaign committee’s treasurer is Lucy Barron,
who works in curriculum and

instruction at the district office,
campaign filings show. Barron
did not grant an interview for
this story.
In the most recent reporting
period, the committee has spent
more than $8,000 on mailers,
banners, yard signs, door hangers and campaign consulting.
The three incumbents are
competing against six challengers for three open seats on the
school board: special-education
administrator Brooke Crosby,
nonprofit curriculum manager
Stephanie Fitch, paraeducator
Julian Garcia, teacher Laura
Nunez, paraeducator and parent Nicole Sbragia and Tamara
Sobomehin, who oversees development and strategy for youth
technology nonprofit Streetcode
Academy.
The majority of the candidates
— Crosby, Fitch, Garcia, Lopez,
Knight, Sbragia and Pulido —
have signed forms stating they
anticipated receiving and spending less than $2,000 for their

campaigns.
A campaign committee
formed by Sobomehin and
Nunez, who are running on a
slate together, has received just
under $10,000 in contributions,
including $2,000 from Sobomehin and $5,000 from Stephen
Dow, general partner at Dow
Venture Capital in Menlo Park.
Other donors include Larry
Moody, an East Palo Alto City
Council member and former
mayor ($100); Lara Sellers, director of major gifts and campaigns for Menlo School in Menlo Park ($100); and Karen Pace,
a Redwood City School District
teacher ($100).
Sobomehin and Nunez have
spent about $2,000 on their campaign website, buttons, flyers
and other elections paraphernalia, according to their finance report. They have accrued $2,470
in unpaid bills. Q
Staff Writer Elena Kadvany
can be emailed at ekadvany@
paweekly.com.

Bol Park
(continued from page 10)

be a concern to our membership,
so the Barron Park Association is
working closely with the city to
better understand their proposal
and to assist in collecting neighborhood feedback,” Affeld said.
Longtime resident Winter Dellenbach wrote in an email to the
Weekly that she is opposed to the
proposal.
“The city and county surely
don’t understand the role that Bol
Park plays for us. Let us come
together to rethink the direction
planned and find a way to achieve
the laudatory ends of cleaner water to recycle and prevent some
flooding downstream, but at an
appropriate site. Perhaps even
Stanford and the VA would share
in the responsibility,” she said.
Resident Doug Moran, in a
message to the association members, suggested the retention/
filtering facility should instead
by built under the sparsely used
parking lot of Communications
& Power Industries (CPI), which
fronts El Camino Real. The company already handles hazardous
materials.
“Digging up a parking lot is
easier and cheaper than digging up
a narrow park bounded by trees.
The ‘Stanford Ditch’ connects to
the bypass tunnel on the border
between the Research Park and
Barron Park (roughly under the
bike path). This would allow this
run-off to also be treated.
“The CPI parking lot is immediately adjacent to the Matadero
Creek channel where it becomes
concrete lined. If there are any
unfiltered toxics coming from Research Park run-off, it would not
be going into the natural segment
of the creek,” he wrote. Q
Staff Writer Sue Dremann
can be emailed at sdremann@
paweekly.com.

POSITIVE.
PROFESSIONAL.
PRACTICAL.
Let’s make Palo Alto an even better
place to live, work, learn, and play.
• Improve traffic with shuttle system
• Complete major projects
• Support affordable housing
• Thoughtfully plan finances
• Improve communication

Alison Cormack for Palo Alto City Council
WWW.ELECTCORMACK.COM
Paid for by Alison Cormack for City Council 2018 • FPPC# 1404388
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Upfront

Altercation
(continued from page 5)

Veronica Weber
Courtesy of Sue Purdy Pelosi

begun shouting
about a conflict
of interest and
that McKenzie had turned
around and
gesticulated at
Lopez after returning to her
seat. McKenzie Patricia Lopez
pointed to the
door and the
women continued their argument as McKenzie walked
out. Lopez followed about 20
feet behind, he
said.
Huerta, who
Marie
has known LoMcKenzie
pez for many
years, said she cares deeply about
the community and can “get hot” if

someone says something personal.
But McKenzie also inflamed the
situation, he said.
“Marie should have known better. She is older and she works for
the city. I think she owes the city
an apology,” Huerta said.
Robert Jones was one of the
people who followed Lopez and
McKenzie into the hallway. Some
people gathered around McKenzie and others around Lopez to
keep the two separated until they
calmed down, he said.
He had been sitting in the audience behind McKenzie.
“Whatever took place, Patricia
said, ‘What you are you looking at?’ I had the sense that the
conversation might have come
up before,” said Jones, executive
director of local nonprofit organization East Palo Alto Community Alliance and Neighborhood
Development Organization (EPA
CAN DO).
At one point, McKenzie said,
“Let’s take this outside,” Jones
recalled. “When a person in the

neighborhood says ‘take this outside,’” it can be taken as wanting
to fight.
But, he said, McKenzie may not
have intended it that way.
“I’ve been around people
enough to know the inflection of
words, or using the wrong words
can escalate the situation. You
never know how the heart really
feels. It could’ve been said to take
the high road (as in ‘let’s go outside and talk’) or ‘Let’s take this
on.’ To get to that point, there had
to have been other conversations
somewhere else. All it took was
a situation to escalate it,” he said.
Acting City Manager Sean
Charpentier said that McKenzie
had every right to speak at the
meeting and had no conflict of
interest. She was not acting in her
official capacity, he said. She also
does not have any voting power in
her role within the city.
McKenzie said she has been an
advocate for recreational-vehicle
dwellers. She favors the city’s
process of getting East Palo Alto

We Need Your Vote
Fellow Palo Alto Voters:
WE ARE IN THE MIDST OF A CRISIS THAT THREATENS TO
PROFOUNDLY CHANGE OUR COMMUNITY.
The most recent data from the Census Bureau’s American Community
Survey shows that during the six years between 2010 and 2016 the
number of jobs in Palo Alto increased more than 7 times faster than the
number of new residential workers (15,000 new workers were added in
that period of time against 2,000 new employed Palo Alto residents).
This job growth increased our City traffic delays dramatically (during the
last 4 years traffic delays at 10 key City intersections have been rising at
an annual rate of 6.5%).
This job growth has also increased land prices dramatically. For Palo Alto
and the communities around us, land prices account for more than 80%
of the cost of residential housing, the highest metropolitan ratio in the
country.
We need Council Members who understand and will respond firmly to
the reality that continued job growth in excess of the number of new
housing units added will change the nature of our residential community
forever.
WE NEED YOUR VOTE TO RE-ELECT
TOM DUBOIS
and
ERIC FILSETH
TO PALO ALTO’S CITY COUNCIL.
THESE TWO CITY COUNCIL INCUMBENTS WILL
CONTINUE TO PUT RESIDENTS FIRST.
PAID POLITICAL ADVERTISEMENT
Paid for by Palo Altans for Sensible Zoning (FPPC #1359196)
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residents who are living in vehicles to a safe location and supporting them with a full range of
services. But the Public Works
and Transportation meeting was
about removing oversized vehicles in general, including commercial trucks and RVs, which are
crowding residential streets.
“Of course, I reserve my First
Amendment rights as a resident,
homeowner and taxpayer to
speak. ... I rarely speak as a resident; however the Public Works/
Transportation meeting was
about removing large vehicles off
the city streets, and I am in favor
of that,” she wrote in a Sept. 21
email to the Weekly.
About her role in the incident,
McKenzie said: “I simply asked
her, ‘If you have something to say
to me, come outside and address
me. Stop yelling in this meeting.’
I stood up and softly encouraged
her to talk to me outside. From
whatever ghetto thinking she
comes from she thought I meant
‘Let’s go outside and fight!’
“Of the 100 or so people there,
everyone knows me and knows
my reputation for the last 17 years
I’ve worked for the city and 55
years I lived in this city,” McKenzie said.
Lopez, for her part, said that
during the meeting she had asked
a representative from Community Legal Services in East Palo
Alto if it was a conflict of interest
for McKenzie to speak publicly.
Lopez maintained that she did so
quietly but that McKenzie overheard her.
“When she sat down, she
turned and yelled at me: ‘Look
here. I have every right to speak
as a resident and a taxpayer of the
community.”
Lopez admits she took McKenzie’s demeanor and gesture as an
invitation to fight.
“She jumped up and called me
out as if we were going to fight. I
should’ve never responded to her
luring me in. She said, ‘You want
to take this outside?’”
Once separated by other people,
Lopez said McKenzie’s demeanor
and tone changed.
“She looked at me across the
people and said, ‘I only wanted
to talk to you. That’s all I wanted
to do.’”
Witnesses and city staff appear
not to hold either party chiefly
responsible for the altercation.
Charpentier called it a heated
moment between two people that,
with some community members’
intervention, allowed them to
calm down and the meeting to
resume after a five-minute recess.
But committee member Andrei
Garcia said that the altercation
was significant enough for Chairman Richard Tatum to warn that
no further disruption would be
tolerated and that police would
escort the offending parties from
the room should it happen again.
Despite what Charpentier said
about the brevity of the incident,
McKenzie was initially so concerned by Lopez’s reaction that
she said on Sept. 21, two days after the dispute, that she planned to

file a restraining order.
McKenzie referenced a statement that Lopez wrote on Facebook about the dispute that mentioned boxing: “I almost let my
boxing days get the best of me. ...
The more the enemies continue to
provoke me, the more it makes me
stronger. I must keep fighting because there’s so many lives at risk.
Campaign, campaign, campaign!
p.s. please I need lots of prayers.”
McKenzie herself has been involved in another conflict aside
from the dispute with Lopez: She
is currently scheduled for an Oct.
15 jury trial over an assault charge
for allegedly throwing items at a
Redwood City Safeway employee
and a charge of cutting off a utility line in October 2017. (She allegedly grabbed a telephone away
from the Safeway employee who
was calling 9-1-1, San Mateo
County District Attorney Steve
Wagstaffe said.)
McKenzie says the charges are
racially motivated, according to
an Oct. 2 email to the Weekly.
“I have many supporters regarding this case. As far as the
charges leveled against me, I have
this to say: I vehemently deny the
allegations and look forward to
the facts coming out in court. I
was ‘shopping while black!’”
She added that she will not be
filing a restraining order against
Lopez; the two have made up.
“As good East Palo Alto residents, working for the betterment
of our community, Patricia Lopez
and I did what people can do: reconciled their differences with a
smile and a hug. That’s what we
did. I was glad she and I could
do that! My mother always said,
‘Find the good!’” she wrote.
“If Patricia Lopez was elected,
I would treat her like I treat all
the council members who run
our great city, with respect and
support.”
Lopez agreed.
She said she doesn’t dislike
McKenzie and can remember
only one prior disagreement. But
disagreeing wouldn’t change how
she treats McKenzie if Lopez
were elected to the council.
“I would treat her with respect
and hopefully she’ll respect me
in the same manner. There’s been
lots of complaints from the community on how the city staff treats
people. People have complained
about being disrespected, harassed, showing favoritism, denying and blocking people from
reserving different places in the
city to have events that’s been in
the city for years,” she said.
“I believe when you work in an
environment that deals with people
on a daily basis, it should be mandatory to go to training classes for
customer service, respect and how
to deal with a diverse community. I
know how it is to try and maintain
a positive attitude when dealing
with difficult people, and when
you have one or more people that
are behaving badly, it will affect
the whole team.” Q
Staff Writer Sue Dremann
can be emailed at sdremann@
paweekly.com.

Upfront

Housing
(continued from page 5)

in keeping with the city’s inclusionary-housing law). Nor would it
waive the requirement for a review
in front of the city’s Architectural
Review Board.
The local program would, however, offer developers something
that SB35 does not: the right to
build at far greater density. Those
opting to use the Housing Incentive Program in downtown Palo
Alto would allow a floor-area-ratio
(FAR) of 3.0. That’s more than
twice the density that would be allowed if one were to build under
SB35 (downtown generally allows
residential FAR of 1.0; under another state program that offers density bonuses, that could increase to
1.35).
The policy would also apply to
areas around California Avenue
(where FAR for residential projects
would be increased from 0.6 to 2.0
for those participating in the new
city program) and along El Camino
Real (where it would be raised from
0.5 or 0.6 to 1.5).
Parking standards also would be
adjusted downward citywide. Currently, the city requires 1.25 parking spaces for studio apartments,
1.5 spaces for one-bedroom units
and two spaces for apartments with
two or more bedrooms. Under the
proposed revisions, the city would
require one parking space for studios and one-bedroom apartments
and two spaces for units with two
or more bedrooms.
The new ordinance would also
lower the requirement for housing within half a mile of a fixedrail station (that is, Caltrain), with
parking requirements in these

Ravenswood
(continued from page 7)

listening to the community,” Sbragia wrote in her candidate statement. “I will fight to change the
current culture of fear and retaliation felt by district employees and
work to include all stakeholders in
decision making.” She has been endorsed by the teachers union.
Tamara Sobomehin: Sobomehin is a longtime community volunteer who works at StreetCode
Academy, which provides free

Measure HH
(continued from page 12)

expansions are creating. Residents
of East Palo Alto should not shoulder the burden alone, they say.
The tax amounts to 21 cents per
square foot per month, they wrote
in a pro-tax argument filed with
the San Mateo County Clerk-Recorder. It was signed by Mayor Ruben Abrica; Fr. Lawrence Goode,
pastor of St. Francis of Assisi
Church; Rev. Paul Bains, founder
of Project WeHOPE; Millicent
Grant, president of the East Palo
Alto Senior Center; and Isaiah
Vi, board member of employment

developments ranging from 0.5
spaces for a microunit to 1.6 spaces for apartments with two or more
units.
The revised zoning ordinance
would also reduce parking requirements for senior housing (0.75
spaces per unit) and for affordablehousing developments, where
reductions would range from 20
percent for buildings targeted toward “low-income” residents to 40
percent for housing for “extremely
low-income” residents.
Another proposed change is to
allow more density in some multifamily residential zones. The RM15 zone, which allows 15 dwelling
units per acre, would be turned into
an RM-20 zone, which allows 20
units.
The commission, which has
been debating the zoning changes
for months, on Wednesday characterized the final product as a compromise. Commissioner Michael
Alcheck and Vice Chair Susan
Monk both argued that the city can
do even more on the zoning front
to encourage housing construction.
In considering the long list of recommendations, Alcheck said there
is “virtually nothing in these suggestions that I don’t think is worth
trying.”
Monk called the reforms a “modest proposal” and said she hopes
the council will actually move
even more aggressively on adopting pro-housing policies. She cited
the needs spoken of by various residents who have told commissioners
of their challenges in finding housing in Palo Alto.
“We’re at risk of losing an entire
generation of people if we don’t
take a more liberal approach to our
housing-production needs,” Monk
said.

Others on the commission were
more cautious. Summa said that
while she supports the city’s goals
for encouraging affordable housing, the proposals to reduce parking requirements for affordablehousing developments have not
been sufficiently vetted and are not
supported by data.
In addition to the list of prohousing zoning revisions, commissioners also expressed support
for eliminating a policy that allows
downtown’s commercial developers to pay “parking in-lieu” fees
to avoid constructing parking. Because this fee program is not available to housing developers, staff
felt it has provided an incentive
for builders to choose commercial
projects over residential ones.
“We have an in-lieu program that
isn’t working very well and that
puts a thumb on the scale in favor
of office development,” said Commissioner Asher Waldfogel, one
of four commissioners who voted
to remove the program (Monk
dissented and Alcheck abstained
because he felt the process was
flawed).
In a separate amendment, the
commission voted 4-2 (with Summa and Ed Lauing opposed) to remove the requirement that housing
developers who apply under the
new affordable-housing combining
district undergo hearings before the
commission and the council. Rather, their projects, which can only
be located in certain commercial
districts where the zoning applies,
will approved by right.
The revision to the zoning code
is Palo Alto’s most significant
response to date to a colleagues
memo penned in fall 2017 by
Councilman Adrian Fine, with collaboration from Mayor Liz Kniss

technology, entrepreneurship
and design education to youth
and their families. Her campaign slogan,
together with
Laura Nunez,
is “Recharge
Tamara
Ravenswood.”
Sobomehin
“My goal is
to take all the energy that is behind the frustration and anger
people feel and redirect it towards
solutions, so we are left with the

passion and commitment people
have for our students,” she said. She
has been endorsed by the teachers
union. Q
Staff Writer Elena Kadvany
can be emailed at ekadvany@
paweekly.com.

training center JobTrain.
They dismissed developers’ arguments that the tax would stifle
development that the city badly
needs to provide a tax base to fund
community services and benefits.
In their argument against the
measure, opponents claim the
measure is a “stop commercial development tax.” Jeffrey Poetsch,
president of the Ravenswood
Shores Business District, wrote
that instead of the parcel tax, additional property taxes from new
commercial developments would
generate more than $10 million a
year if developers build in the city.
But proponents disagreed.
“The measure does not affect

your home. The measure does not
affect locally owned small businesses or retail stores. Measure
HH will not stop development in
the city. East Palo Alto’s commercial office rents will still be very
competitive relative to neighboring cities,” they wrote.
They noted the City Council
can amend the tax without future
voter approval, so long as the
amount of tax doesn’t increase
or change what the tax revenues
will be spent on. The council has
the discretion to lower the tax in a
substantial economic downturn. Q
Staff Writer Sue Dremann
can be emailed at sdremann@
paweekly.com.

WATCH IT ONLINE

and Councilman Cory Wolbach.
The memo alluded to the regional
housing crisis and encouraged new
zoning rules to encourage housing
near transit and jobs.
The council has also adopted a
goal earlier this year of generating
300 housing units annually, though
it is almost certain to fall short of
that goal in 2018.
“While Palo Alto may never be
a truly affordable place to live, the
City Council has an obligation to
current and future residents to explore policies that expand housing
choices for people of different incomes, generations and needs,” the
memo states.
The memo prompted the city

to create a Housing Work Plan,
which the council adopted earlier
this year. The plan proposes many
of the revisions that the planning
commission officially endorsed
when it voted to send the zoning
ordinance to the council.
“Many, if not most, of the things
in Housing Work Plan have some
place in the ordinance in front of
us,” Lauing said. “We also have
state laws that changed the rules
in the state and in the community.
The bottom line is: All of this is intending to get more housing in the
state and in Palo Alto.” Q
Staff Writer Gennady Sheyner
can be emailed at gsheyner@
paweekly.com.

CityView
A round-up

of Palo Alto government action this week

City Council

The council did not meet this week.

Board of Education (Oct. 9)

Magical Bridge: The board waived its two-meeting rule and authorized staff to
apply for up to $300,000 in matching funds from Santa Clara County to build
an inclusive Magical Bridge playground at El Carmelo Elementary School. Yes:
Unanimous
Purchase orders: The board approved purchase orders for Sept. 19 through
Oct. 2, amending an order to attorney Amy Oppenheimer from $150,000 to
$50,000. Yes: Unanimous
Dyslexia: The board heard an update on the district’s work to implement the
state’s new dyslexia guidelines. Action: None

Planning and Transportation Commission
(Oct. 10)

285 Hamilton Ave.: The commission recommended approving a proposal
by Thoits Bros. to create a roof deck at 285 Hamilton Ave.and supported an
amendment that would allow roof decks for downtown buildings with heights
greater than 50 feet. Yes: Alcheck, Gardias, Monk, Waldfogel No: Lauing,
Summa Absent: Riggs
Zoning: The commission recommended a list of zoning changes to encourage
residential development. Yes: Alcheck, Gardias, Lauing, Monk, Waldfogel No:
Summa Absent: Riggs

LET’S DISCUSS: Read the latest local news headlines and talk
about the issues at Town Square at PaloAltoOnline.com

PaloAltoOnline.com

Video interviews with eight of the
nine candidates for Ravenswood
City School District are posted at
paloaltoonline.atavist.com. The
videos include Spanish subtitles.

PARENTS NURSERY SCHOOL

FALL CARNIVAL

Sunday October 21, 2018 11:00 am - 3:30pm
2328 Louis Road Palo Alto, CA 94303
Dress up in your favorite costume and enjoy live music, games,
face painting, raffle prizes, good food and SO MUCH MORE!

ENTER TO WIN FIVE DISNEY
PARK HOPPER TICKETS!
http://bit.ly/PNSDisneyRaffle
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Pulse
A weekly compendium
of vital statistics

Our Palo Alto schools are among the best in the State and the Nation.
To support excellent academics and an engaging and innovative learning
environment, Measure Z will upgrade aging classrooms, science and
engineering labs, other school facilities and learning technology.

POLICE CALLS
Palo Alto

Oct. 3-Oct. 9

All Measure Z funds stay here in Palo Alto and cannot be taken by the
State or used for other purposes.

Organizations

www.Yes-on-Z.org

Greg Tanaka, Palo Alto
City Council Member
Cory Wolbach, Palo Alto
City Council Member
Ken Dauber, PAUSD Board
President
Jennifer DiBrienza, PAUSD
Board Vice President
Melissa Baten Caswell, PAUSD
Board Member and former
Board President
Todd Collins, PAUSD Board
Member
Terry Godfrey, PAUSD Board
Member and former Board
President
Gary Kremen, Santa Clara
Valley Water District Board of
Directors and former Board
Chair; former President,
Purissima Hills Water District

Gail Price, Former PAUSD
Board Member; former Palo
Alto City Council Member
Diane Reklis, former PAUSD
Board President
Susie Richardson, former
PAUSD Board President
Greg Schmid, former PAUSD
Board Member; former ViceMayor of Palo Alto
Dana Tom, former PAUSD
Board President
Camille Townsend, former
PAUSD Board President
Carolyn Tucher, former PAUSD
Board President
Leonel Argumedo, Assistant
Principal, Ellen Fletcher
Middle Schoolol
Mayank Bhatia, President,
Juana Briones Elementary PTA
Education
Amanda Boyce, Principal,
Addison Elementary
Leaders
Mary Bussmann, Principal,
Don Austin, Superintendent, Walter Hays Elementary
PAUSD
Jade Chao, President, PTA
Judy Argumedo, Director,
Council of Palo Alto (PTAC)
Academic Support Programs
Audrey Gold, President, Ellen
for Elementary Education,
Fletcher Middle School PTA
PAUSD
Chris Grierson, Principal,
Barbara Best, Supervisor of
Registration Services, PAUSD Duveneck Elementary
Matthew Hayes, President,
Nancy Coffey, Music
Lucille M. Nixon Elementary
Coordinator, PAUSD
PTA
Ron Ellis, Director,
Lisa Hickey, Principal, Jane
Maintenance, Operations &
Lathrop Stanford Middle
Transportation, PAUSD
School
Li Ezzell, Art Coordinator,
Christine Klenow, President,
PAUSD
Escondido Elementary PTA
Robert Golton, Manager,
Kim Klikoff, President, Ohlone
Bond Program, PAUSD
Elementary PTA
Karen Hendricks, Deputy
Pier Angeli La Place, Assistant
Superintendent, PAUSD
Principal, Gunn High School
Sharon Ofek, Chief Academic
2IƓFHU6HFRQGDU\(GXFDWLRQ Lise Latour, President, Walter
Hays Elementary PTA
Elected Ofﬁcials PAUSD
Kathleen Laurence, Principal,
Derek Moore, Chief
Jerry Hill, CA State Senator
Henry M. Gunn High School
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Marc Berman, California
Teri Baldwin, President, Palo Hillary Miller, Principal, Palo
Assemblymember
Verde Elementary
Alto Educators Association
Joe Simitian, Santa Clara
Meb Steiner, President, CSEA Lili Nova-Roessig, President,
County Supervisor; former
Jane Lathrop Stanford Middle
Palo Alto Chapter 301
State Senator; former
School PTA
Assemblymember; former
Dr. Allan Seid, former
Palo Alto Mayor and former
Mary Pat O’Connell, Principal,
California State Board of
PAUSD Board President
Lucille M. Nixon Elementary
Education Member and
founder
of
AACI
Asian
LaDoris Cordell, Judge of the
Elizabeth Olsen, President,
California Superior Court and Americans for Community
Palo Alto High School PTSA
former Palo Alto City Council Involvement
Nirmala Patni, President,
Member
John Barton, former PAUSD Fairmeadow Elementary PTA
Liz Kniss, Mayor of Palo Alto; Board Member; former Palo Sigrid Pinsky, President, Gunn
former PAUSD Board President Alto City Council Member
High School PTSA; former
Heidi Emberling, former
Eric Filseth, Vice Mayor of
President, Palo Alto Council
PAUSD Board President
Palo Alto
of PTAs
Julie
Jerome,
former
PAUSD
Tom DuBois, Palo Alto
Valerie Rainey, President,
Board President
City Council Member
Duveneck Elementary PTA
Barbara Klausner, former
Adrian Fine, Palo Alto
JC Renners, President,
PAUSD
Board
President
City Council Member
Addison Elementary PTA
Cathy
Kroymann,
former
Karen Holman, Palo Alto
Danaé Reynolds, Principal, El
PAUSD Board President
City Council Member
Carmelo Elementary
Mandy Lowell, former PAUSD Indira Selvakumaraswamy,
Lydia Kou, Palo Alto
Board President
City Council Member
President, Herbert Hoover
Elementary PTA
Dr. Amado Padilla, Former
Greg Scharff, Palo Alto
PAUSD
Board
member;
City Council Member and
Karolina Werner, President,
Professor, Stanford Graduate Palo Verde Elementary PTA
former Mayor of Palo Alto
School of Education
Jen Wiener, President, El
Carmelo Elementary PTA
Dawn Yoshinaga, Principal,
Ohlone Elementary School;
PAUSD parentusman
Palo Alto Weekly
League of Women Voters of
Palo Alto
Palo Alto Chamber of
Commerce
Palo Alto Educators Association
(PAEA)
PTA Council of Palo Alto (PTAC)
Santa Clara County Democratic
Party
Santa Clara County School
Boards Association
Palo Alto Management
Association (PAMA)
California School Employees
Association (CSEA) Palo Alto
Chapter 301
Addison Elementary PTA
Barron Park Elementary PTA
Duveneck Elementary PTA
Ellen Fletcher Middle
School PTA
El Carmelo Elementary PTA
Escondido Elementary PTA
Fairmeadow Elementary PTA
Henry M. Gunn H. S. PTSA
H. Hoover Elementary PTA
Jane Lathrop Stanford Middle
School PTA
Juana Briones Elementary PTA
Lucille M. Nixon Elementary
PTA
Ohlone Elementary PTA
Palo Verde Elementary PTA
Walter Hays Elementary PTA
Silicon Valley Association of
REALTORS
The Dreyfus Group, Golden
Gate Sotheby’s International
Realty

Community

Melissa D. Anderson
Scott Anderson, Barron Park
Elementary PTA Executive
Board
Stacey Ashlund, PAUSD
parent; PAUSD School Board
candidate 2018

Mehdi Alhassani
Mukta Awasthi, PAUSD parent
Raminder Bajwa, PAUSD
parent
Bern Beecham, former Palo
Alto City Council Member
Annie Bedichek, Gunn High
School PTSA Executive Board
Elbra Beitsayal, PAUSD parent
Sonya Bradski, Gunn PiE
Representative
Katie Bramlett, Addison
Elementary teacher
Jen Brooks, Fairmeadow
Elementary PTA Executive
Board
Marcie Brown, former
President Palo Alto Council
of PTAs
Christopher Boyd, PAUSD
School Board candidate 2018
Lynn Brown
Neilson Buchanan
Dennis Burns, former Palo
Alto Police Chief
Pat Burt, former Mayor of
Palo Alto
Craig Butterworth, Ohlone
Elementary PTA Executive
Board
Joanna Chai, Addison
Elementary PTA Executive
Board
Nana Chancellor, Co-Chair,
2015 Measure A Parcel Tax
Campaign
Bryna Chang, JLS Middle
School PTA Executive Board
Jenny Chang, Gunn High
School PTSA Executive Board
Steve Chanin
Anna & Jimmy Chen, PAUSD
parents
Caroline Chen, Fairmeadow
Elementary PTA Executive
Board
Baldwin & Sandy Cheng,
PAUSD parents
Sopida Cheunkarndee,
PAUSD parent
Amanda Chi, Gunn parent
Andy Choi
Dr. Enoch Choi, Community
Physician and PAUSD parent
Disha Chopra, Barron Park
Elementary PTA Executive
Board
Jen Chu, Ohlone Elementary
PTA Executive Board
Gabrielle Conway & Matthew
Brown, PAUSD parents and
Community Volunteers
Alison Cormack, Palo Alto
City Council candidate 2018;
former President, Palo Alto
Library Foundation
Melissa Dabiri, Nixon
Elementary PTA Executive
Board
Ruth Ann and Robert Daines
Gina Dalma, PAUSD parent
Amy and Scott Darling,
PAUSD parents
Maria Derrick, JLS Middle
School PTA Executive Board
Jasmine K. Dhaliwal, Hoover
Elementary PTA Executive
Board
Shounak Dharap, PAUSD
School Board candidate 2018
Peter Drekmeier, former
Mayor of Palo Alto
Julie Dubrouillet
Ingrid Echter, PAUSD parent

Johanna Ehrlich, Palo Alto
High School PTSA Executive
Board
Sid Espinosa, former Mayor
of Palo Alto
Kirsten Essenmacher, Board
of Directors for Alumni &
Friends of Palo Alto High
School; Paly parent
Rikki Fakatou, Addison
Elementary PTA Executive
Board
Mary Falcon, PAUSD parent
Xuzmin Fan, PAUSD parent
Megan Swezey Fogarty, CoChair, 2005 School Parcel Tax
“Campaign for Excellence”
Catherine Crystal Foster
Jon Foster, Co-Chair, 2008
Strong Schools Bond
Campaign; former Chair,
Palo Alto Utilities Advisory
Commission
Heather Gaillard, Fairmeadow
Elementary PTA Executive
Board
Bruce & Jane Gee
Edith Gelles, Stanford scholar
Adrienne Germain, Addison
Elementary PTA Executive
Board
Sarah Gibbs, Addison
Elementary PTA Executive
Board
Rachel Gibson & Jeremy
Weinstein, PAUSD parents
Deborah Giden, Fletcher
Middle School teacher
Ruchi Goyal, PAUSD parent
Rose Gong, Gunn High School
parent network
Rich Gordon, former California
Assemblymember
Anirma & Bhusan Gupta,
PAUSD parents
Charu Gupta, Palo Alto High
School PTSA Executsive Board
Michelle Gustavson, Addison
Elementary PTA Executive
Board
Elaine Hahn, Community
volunteer
Jinyoung Han, PAUSD parent
Walt Hays, former San Jose
City Council Member; Chair,
PAUSD Sustainable Schools
Committee
Linda Henigin, Duveneck
7UDIƓF6DIHW\
Kate Hill, former President,
Palo Alto Council of PTAs
Christine Hodson, JLS Middle
School PTA Executive Board
Lillian Hom, Paly parent
Karen Jacobson, Gunn High
School PTSA Executive Board
Lauren Janov, Co-Chair, 2005
School Parcel Tax “Campaign
for Excellence”
Emily Jaquette, PAUSD parent
Julie Jerome
Kathy Jordan, PAUSD School
Board candidate 2018
Sally and Abdo Kadifa, PAUSD
parents
Arthur Keller, former Co-Chair,
Citizens Advisory Committee
on the Comprehensive Plan
Rachel Kellerman, Palo Alto
High School Librarian
Brooke Kember, PAUSD
parent
Claire Kirner, Fairmeadow
Elementary PTA Executive
Board

Yoriko Kishimoto, Chair,
Santa Clara Valley Water
Commission; Director, Mid
Peninsula Regional Open
Space District; former Mayor
of Palo Alto
Judy Kleinberg, Chair of
Board, Palo Alto Chamber of
Commerce; former Mayor of
Palo Alto
Alex Klikoff, PAUSD parent
Josh Knowles, PAUSD parent
Sumita Kolhatkar, PAUSD
parent
Iris Korol, former Foothill-De
Anza Community Colleges
Foundation Board Member
Nancy Krop, CEO, Click My
Cause
Cathy Kroymann, former
President, Palo Alto Council
of PTAs
Ann Kwolek, Nixon
Elementary teacher; PAUSD
parent
Eileen Landay, PAUSD parent
Jennifer Landesmann, former
PTAC Board member
Anne LaWer, PAUSD parent
Chloe Lee, PAUSD parent
Joslyn Leve, PAUSD parent
Chun Liang, PAUSD parent
Trina Lovercheck, former
President, Palo Alto Council
of PTAs
Sophia Liu
Xin Liu, Gunn High School
PTSA Executive Board
Hannah Lu
Wei Lu, PAUSD parent
Gwen Luce, former PAUSD
parent and Realtor specializing
in Palo Alto
Evan Lurie, PAUSD parent
Julie Lythcott-Haims, PAUSD
parent, author of How to Raise
an Adult and former Dean at
Stanford University
Raheleh Mansoor, Nixon
Elementary PTA Executive
Board
Uma Mahankali, Hoover
Elementary PTA Executive
Board
Ming Mao, Ohlone
Elementary PTA Executive
Board
Martin Maly, PAUSD parent
Pat Markovitch, longtime PTA
volunteer
Elizabeth May, PAUSD parent
Shari McDaniel, Fletcher
Middle School teacher
Barbara McLean, Barron Park
Elementary PTA Executive
Board, ED of Dream Catchers
Tina Mondragon, JLS Middle
School PTA Executive Board
Julia Moran, Addison
Elementary PTA Executive
Board
Carrie Mousseau, physician
Julia Murphy-Chutorian,
Escondido Elementary PTA
Executive Board
Andy and Jennifer Mutz
Karen Namevicz, PAUSD
parent
Dana Nelson, Ohlone
Elementary PTA Executive
Board
Don Ornstein, Stanford
Professor Emeritus
Shari Ornstein, Realtor, Alain
Pinel Realtors

Diane Pang, Palo Alto High
School PTSA Executive Board
Shabnam Parang, Nixon
Elementary PTA Executive
Board
Raluca Perkins, Addison
Elementary PTA Executive
Board
Lesley Phillips, Addison
Elementary PTA Executive
Board
Kristen Podulka, Fairmeadow
Elementary PTA Executive
Board
Brian Quo, PAUSD parent
Melissa Racz, Fletcher Middle
School PTA Executive Board
Devi Ramanan, PAUSD parent
Maribel Ramirez, PAUSD
parent
Malati Raghunath, Palo Verde
Elementary PTA Executive
Board
Joanna Rashid, Barron Park
Elementary PTA Executive
Board
Berkeley Revenaugh,
Escondido Elementary PTA
Executive Board
Robin Reynolds, community
member
Olga Rodstein, Nixon
Elementary School parent;
attorney
Rebecca Sanders, former
PAUSD parent
Heather Sahami, Ohlone
Elementary PTA Executive
Board
Christina Schmidt, PTAC EVP
and Palo Alto CAC Member
Lindsey Schroeder, Barron
Park Elementary PTA Executive
Board
Katie Shade & Alex
Khairkhahan, PAUSD parents
Shobana Sankaran, PAUSD
parent
Mary Seid
Dave Shen, Co-Chair,
Committee for Strong Schools
2018
Summer Sheng, PAUSD
parent
Nancy Shepherd, former
Mayor of Palo Alto
Jim Sherman, Hoover
Elementary PTA Executive
Board
Vanessa Shone, PAUSD parent
Jenn Silva & Andrew Rezvani,
PAUSD parents
Man Lai Siu, PAUSD parent
Nancy Smith, Fairmeadow,
JLS & Gunn alumna
Roger V. Smith, Founding
presdient and CEO of Silicon
Valley Bank
James Sperry
Star Teachout, Fletcher Middle
School PTA Executive Board
Anna Centrella Thayer, CoChair, 2010 Measure A Parcel
Tax Campaign
Victoria Thorpe
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Heidi Trilling, PAUSD parent
Samir Tuma, Co-Chair,
2008 Strong Schools Bond
Campaign
Susan Usman, Co-Chair,
Committee for Strong Schools
2018; former President, Palo
Alto Council of PTAs
Yael Valek, Palo Verde
Elementary PTA Executive
Board
Louise Valente, former
President Palo Alto Council
of PTAs
Sush Vij, Addison Elementary
PTA Executive Board
Hyla Wagner
Keri Wagner, former
President, Gunn PTSA;
Community Advocate
Emily Wang, Escondido
Elementary PTA Executive
Board
Emily Wessler, Nixon
Elementary PTA Executive
Board
Lanie Wheeler, former Mayor
of Palo Alto
Trina Whiteley, Escondido
Elementary PTA Executive
Board
Bruce Whitson, Past Chair,
Bond Citizens Oversight
Committee
Cathy Williams, Palo Alto High
School PTSA Executive Board
Lauren Williams, Addison
Elementary PTA Executive
Board
Sara Woodham, Co-Chair,
2015 Measure A Parcel Tax
Campaign
Esther Wojcicki, Paly
Journalism teacher
Quina Wright, Fairmeadow
Elementary PTA Executive
Board
Ying Xiao, PAUSD parent
Ann Xu, PAUSD parent
Shannon Yang, Gunn alumna
Leilani Yau, Ohlone
Elementary PTA Executive
Board
Christine Yeh, Hoover
Elementary PTA Executive
Board
Yiaway Yeh, former Mayor of
Palo Alto
Elisa Yu, Gunn High School
PTSA Executive Board
Laura Yu, Fairmeadow
Elementary PTA Executive
Board
Erhyu Yuan, Ohlone
Elementary PTA Executive
Board
Al Yuen, Co-Chair, 2010
Measure A Parcel Tax
Campaign
Ana Paula Zadraig, PAUSD
parent
Claudia Zhang, PAUSD parent
Haitao Zhu, PAUSD parent
Tong Zou, PAUSD parent

Violence related
Battery . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Child abuse. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Domestic violence . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Family violence . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Sexual assault. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
Theft related
Commercial burglaries . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
Credit card forgery . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Grand theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9
Embezzlement . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Identity theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Petty theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Residential burglaries . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Vehicle related
Attempted auto burglary. . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Auto burglary . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
Bicycle theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8
Driving w/ suspended license. . . . . . . . 2
Driving without license . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Found vehicle . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Theft from auto . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6
Traffic violation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Vehicle accident/mnr. Injury . . . . . . . . . 4
Vehicle accident/no injury. . . . . . . . . . . 2
Vehicle accident/prop. damage . . . . . . 5
Vehicle impound . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Vehicle tow . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4
Alcohol or drug related
Drinking in public . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Driving under influence . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Drunk in public . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Possession of drugs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
Possession of paraphernalia . . . . . . . . 2
Under influence of drugs . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Miscellaneous
Accumulation of garbage . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Casualty fall . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Concealed weapon. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Disturbance . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Fake ID . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Found property. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Lost property . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4
Outside assistance . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
Psychiatric hold . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
Penal code misc. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Suspicious circumstances . . . . . . . . . . 4
Vandalism . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Warrant/other agency . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6

VIOLENT CRIMES
Palo Alto

Arastradero Road, 8/27, 3 p.m.; sexual
assault/foreign object.
E. Charleston Road, 8/27, noon; sexual
assault/misc.
University Avenue/Emerson, 9/18, 4:10
p.m.; child abuse/emotional.
Embarcadero Road, 9/21, 3:30 p.m.;
sexual assault/oral copulation.
700 Welch Road, 10/3, 9:27 a.m.;
battery/simple.
4200 block El Camino Real, 10/6, 9:27
p.m.; domestic violence/battery.
325 Channing Ave., 10/7, noon; family
violence/misc.
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Transitions

Elizabeth T. Billington
February 6, 1919 – August 24, 2018

Births, marriages and deaths

Wamaitha KabogaMiller

Longtime Palo Alto resident
Wamaitha Kaboga-Miller, 63,
died in a car accident in Newark.
Police discovered her car off the
roadway covered in brush on Sept.
23, nearly a month after she went
missing from her Crescent Park
home on Aug.17.
She was born
on May 3, 1955,
in Nyeri, Kenya
to Esther Wangui Kambuga
and Herbert
Njoroge Kambuga. After
her father died
while fighting
for Kenya’s independence during
the Mau Mau war, she was raised
by her mother in a small Kenyan
farming village and attended
Mary Leakey Girls High School
in Kiambu County.
After graduating from high
school in 1973, she immigrated
to the United States and settled
in the Bay Area. She received
her bachelor’s degree in broadcast communications from San
Jose State University in 1980, and
pursued a career in technical purchasing, working at tech firms in
Silicon Valley, including Broadcom in San Jose. She became a
U.S. citizen in 1998, and lived in
Palo Alto for about 40 years, volunteering at the Food Closet and
East Palo Alto YMCA.
She met her husband, Kemp
Kaboga-Miller, on a blind date in
1982, and together they had two
children. She loved to travel and
went on many family vacations
around the world.
She is survived by her husband,
Kemp Kaboga-Miller, of Palo
Alto; sons Clovis Kaboga-Miller
of Palo Alto and Njoroge KabogaMiller of San Jose; daughter-inlaw Sophia Kaboga-Miller of San
Jose and one granddaughter.
A service has been held.
Memorial donations may be
made to the St. Jude Children’s
Research Hospital.

Harold Clay Knowlton

Harold Clay Knowlton, an avid
traveler and longtime resident of
Palo Alto, died Aug. 31 at the age
of 93.
He was born in Oakland, where
he lived until the mid-1930s when
he moved to Palo Alto with his
family while he was in the seventh
grade. He attended San Jose State
University, where he majored in
industrial arts. While serving in
the U.S. Navy during World War
II, he was deployed to sea on the
U.S.S. Teton. He then lived in San
Bruno for a short while before
returning to Palo Alto, where he
remained for the rest of his life.
He taught industrial arts for
27 years before becoming a real
estate entrepreneur. During his

time as an entrepreneur, he built
three homes and did remodeling. He was married to his wife,
Lee, for 66 years and together
they had two children. He loved
many things, including boating,
bowling, playing cards, visiting
Lake Tahoe and spending time
with family and friends. He also
enjoyed telling jokes and stories.
In his spare time, he was the volunteer travel chairman for Seniors

In Retirement, or S.I.R., and traveled the world.
He is survived by his wife, Lee
Knowlton; daughter, Terry Levy;
son, Ric Knowlton; their spouses;
three grandchildren and their
spouses; and great grandchildren.
A private celebration of life
will be held Oct. 19, 1-4 p.m. at
the family’s home. In lieu of flowers, donations can be made to the
donor’s charity of choice.

Allan A. Harris

October 27, 1923 – October 2, 2018
After almost 95 years of
spreading kindness throughout
our community, and leaving
a wake of smiles and laughter
wherever he went, “Big Al”
Harris transitioned peacefully
in his sleep, just before daylight
as the first rains of Fall quenched
the Peninsula.
Dad was born in Rockford,
Illinois and moved West as a
young boy with his mother
Margaret Harris Lovejoy and
younger brother Louis to
start a new life after losing his father Allan Beck Harris in
an aviation accident. Dad was 9 years old at the time. He
loved planes and trains, and taking after his dad, was an
avid pilot. He attended Stanford University, graduating
from the Department of Engineering. He also served in
the second World War. Sadly, I am only able to recall this
part of his distinguished life through stories ….
Perhaps Dad’s greatest legacy is the number of lives he
enriched each and every day. For the last six months, as
I chauffeured him to his appointments and helped him
run errands, Dad would be sure to introduce me to all
his favorite local merchants and the medical assistants at
the handful of offices we visited. Each would greet him
with a beaming “Hey there, Mr. Harris! So good to see you
again!”. The genuine affection these folks all have for my
father warms a grieving heart.
Around the neighborhood, the children adored Al as
did all his neighbors, some of who have lived there almost
as long as he has! He and his wife Betsy raised my sister
Lindsay and me in the 60’s and 70’s in the house where
he passed, and it is no surprise that the character of the
neighborhood seems unchanged from when I was a boy.
The kindness of this micro-community is a testament to
the seeds he helped plant there long ago.
Of course, Dad’s biggest passion in life was being
the best provider he could be. Beyond being Mom’s
soulmate and the World’s Greatest Dad, he was very
active with his church community and their fundraising.
His love for Stanford University will live on through an
endowment which provides scholarships for both female
and male athletes, and both graduate and undergraduate
Engineering students. Most of all, his selfless generosity
and his desire for Peace on Earth and goodwill towards
others provided us all with a set of blue prints for
generations to come.
On Saturday, November 10, there will be a service
at St. Bede’s Episcopal Church, 2650 Sand Hill Road,
Menlo Park; this begins at 2pm. Afterwards, there will
be a Celebration of Life reception at a location yet to be
determined. If you wish to reach out or need information,
please send inquires to me at steele.harris@sbcglobal.net
or call 650-245-5588.
PAID

OBITUARY

Mrs. Elizabeth (Bettie) Thain
Billington was the beloved wife of
the late Richard (Dick) Billington.
Bettie moved to Palo Alto 15 years
ago, after Dick’s death, to be near
her only child, Richard Billington,
and his family.
Singing was a passion of hers,
and she was an original member of
the Robert Shaw Collegiate Chorale
when she was young.
Bettie was a children’s author,
writing two non-fiction books,
including an early work on Ecology,
as well as three books of adolescent
fiction, and edited a collection of Randoph Caldecott’s work
(including an appreciation by Maurice Sendak).
She was a passionate gardener and naturalist. As a volunteer, she
helped to establish open space in our communitiy in New York.
She also was active in the Audubon Society, including time on the
board of Massachusetts Audubon. She also worked as docent at
the Hancock Shaker Village, including developing new materials
enabling visitors to explore an old mill site there.
She always found time to turn her hand to a variety of crafts, such
sewing, quilting, and crocheting. She gave quilts to organizations
for fund raising, as well as giving them as gifts to many.
She is survived by her son Richard A. Billington, daughter-inlaw Dorrit Billman, and grandchildren Kira Billman and Keith
Billington all of Palo Alto, CA, as well as her loyal dog Morgan, who
lives with them now.
A celebration of her life for all that knew her will be held on
Sunday October 14 at 3pm in the Friends Meetings Schoolhouse
common room at 957 Colorado Ave, Palo Alto.
In lieu of flowers, donations may be made to The Nature
Conservancy. Link: https://www.nature.org/en-us/
PAID

OBITUARY

Minnie Jurow

October 5, 1922 – September 23, 2018
Minnie Jurow, a long-time resident
of Palo Alto, passed away just shy of
her 96th birthday on September 23,
2018.
She was born October 5, 1922,
the last of seven children, to Jacob
Solomon and Brindel (Edelstein)
Katz in Chicago, IL, where she grew
up. After high school, she and her
sister Molly moved to Washington,
DC. She worked there in the early
years of World War II then moved to
San Francisco in 1942 where she was
active in the labor movement and
served as the secretary at the Labor School. She met her husband,
Joe, and they were married in 1948. They moved to Palo Alto in
1957. Minnie worked at Stanford University as a secretary to a
professor for 25 years.
Minnie loved to travel. She and Joe jumped at the chance to
live in Paris for a year in 1968. In the 1970s, they bought a small
camper and took it on trips across the United States and Mexico.
They continued to visit Europe and traveled to China in 1984.
Minnie was known for her kindness and courtesy to everyone,
and for her sense of humor. She was a great listener, and it was
hard to resist her smile. She believed in the importance of standing
up for what was right and taught her daughters and grandchildren
that you have to be active if you want to make a difference.
She is survived by her daughters, Susan Jurow (Robert Wall),
Gambrills, MD, and Ruth Brown (Robert LaVergne Brown), Half
Moon Bay, CA; her grandchildren, Joshua Brown (Georgia Price)
and Jessica Cuesta (Daniel Cuesta); and her great-granddaughter,
Cecilia Rachel Cuesta, who melted her heart. She was predeceased
by her husband Joseph Jurow, and her four brothers and two sisters.
For those who wish to honor her memory, Minnie would have
been happy to know that donations were made to the Southern
Poverty Law Center and the ACLU.
PAID

OBITUARY
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Spectrum
Editorials, letters and opinions

Filseth, DuBois and Cormack for City Council

his year’s Palo Alto City Council
election is notable for two reasons: The size of the council is
shrinking from nine to seven and only
five candidates are running — the
least competitive race in decades.
While the reason for the small number of candidates isn’t clear, we suspect
that it is partly due to the animosity,
bickering and political gamesmanship
that has characterized many council
meetings the last two years. Monday
night meetings have gone from being
largely congenial to often acrimonious. Mirroring the national political
environment, the City Council often
appears more like a partisan body
with factions plotting against each
other than a thoughtful and respectful
group of community leaders seeking
solutions to complicated problems.
To be sure, other councils have had
their tensions and personality conflicts, but nothing compared to what
this group has experienced over the
last two years. If it becomes the norm,
it will chase away good candidates in
the future and alienate the public. It is
worth noting that none of the qualified
candidates who ran unsuccessfully two
years ago opted to run again his year.
This climate change took root in
2017, after the 2016 City Council election resulted in a clear 5-4 majority
of those inclined against tighter restrictions on commercial growth. This
came after a period when the council
was often evenly divided on development issues, with former Councilman
Pat Burt a common “swing” vote,
though usually siding with the socalled “slow growth” foursome. That
gave him oversized influence, especially when he served as mayor, but
it also demonstrated the value of not
having such a predictable and intractable 5-4 majority on either “side.”
So when voters chose Adrian Fine,
Greg Tanaka and Lydia Kou to replace Burt and Greg Schmid (who
were termed out after eight years) and
Marc Berman (who successfully ran
for Assembly) it set up a political dynamic that has proven harmful to Palo
Alto and government effectiveness.
(For more analysis of that campaign,
read our 2016 endorsement editorial
at tinyurl.com/2016PAWcc.)
Without anyone serving as a moderating swing vote, the new majority was emboldened to do anything
it pleased. Greg Scharff, who was
elected mayor, Liz Kniss, who followed Scharff as mayor this year,
Cory Wolbach, Fine and Tanaka could
essentially impose any outcome they
wished on the four-person minority.
And they have wielded that power
almost with glee throughout the last
two years. While some might argue
that’s what majority rule is all about
and that election outcomes matter,

T

we prefer a style of governing that
doesn’t trample minority voices, relies on the power of persuasion and
logic and avoids dismissive or insulting personal comments.
This phenomenon has led to repeated last-minute and late-night surprise
proposals being offered by the majority, usually as amendments to staff
recommendations, without the benefit
of staff analysis or community input.
Whether these efforts have been coordinated ahead of time or not, their effect is to undermine the long tradition
of community debate and compromise.
Citizens expect a majority to respect
and work with minority voices to formulate policy, and that too often has
stopped happening.

ith two current council members (Karen Holman and
Greg Scharff) termed out
and unable to seek re-election, the race
this year features three incumbents —
Tom DuBois, Eric Filseth and Cory
Wolbach — and two challengers, Pat
Boone and Alison Cormack. Because
of the size reduction in the council,
three seats are open instead of five. (In
2020, four seats will be on the ballot.)
Interestingly, after two previous
elections when some degree of group
campaigning took place among a trio
of politically aligned candidates (some
say a “slate”), this year voters have a
pair of candidates (Filseth and DuBois) who share support from community members who wish the council would be more aggressive about
limiting commercial growth and two
(Wolbach and Cormack) who are more
closely aligned with the current council majority favoring fewer restrictions
on development. That leaves philosophically driven voters with an extra vote and the possibility that many
won’t choose to cast three votes or will
cast a vote for Boone. As a result, the
outcome is difficult to predict.
Boone moved to Palo Alto just two
years ago and, although articulate and
becoming familiar with local issues, is
not close to having the knowledge and
perspective of the other candidates,
all longtime residents. His statements
during the early part of the campaign
suggest he is more aligned on most
development-related issues with DuBois and Filseth than with Wolbach
and Cormack.
In evaluating the other four candidates, we believe Filseth and DuBois
best reflect the prevailing community
concerns about the need for restrictive
commercial growth measures; new
housing development that is focused
on below-market-rate, subsidized rental housing for service workers, seniors
and low-income residents; and the implementation of policies that increase
housing supply without exacerbating

W

Page 18 • October 12, 2018 • Palo Alto Weekly • www.PaloAltoOnline.com

existing parking and traffic problems.
These two realize, as do most Palo
Altans, that our past policies have
worsened the jobs-housing imbalance and helped fuel increased housing costs: By allowing much more
commercial development (which has
spurred the need for housing) than
housing development, the problem has
only gotten worse with every approved
project.
They have largely been in sync
in supporting lowered commercialgrowth caps and higher housingimpact fees on new development so
that more funding is available for
the development of subsidized housing. They both opposed the council’s
moves to eliminate the cap on nonresidential development downtown
from the Comprehensive Plan and to
loosen the annual 50,000-square-foot
office cap by allowing unused square
footage to “roll over” from one year
to the next.
Both DuBois and Filseth support
the recent efforts to encourage the
development of accessory dwelling
units (ADUs) to boost the inventory
of small housing units but have expressed frustration that the council
majority has been unwilling to consider the parking issues created and
what rules should be established to
protect R-1 neighborhoods from parking problems.
They also both support renter-relocation assistance and the study of rentstabilization measures to address the
skyrocketing costs of rental housing.
In his role on the finance committee, Filseth has become the most
knowledgeable council member on
city budget, finance and pension matters. He brings a straight-forward and
respectful approach to the issues and
as vice mayor this year emerged as a
leader on the council.

or the third opening on the council we recommend newcomer
Alison Cormack over incumbent
Cory Wolbach.
Cormack, who led the city bond
measure campaign 10 years ago that
resulted in the new Mitchell Park Library and renovations to the downtown and Rinconada libraries, has
tried to thread the needle of avoiding
alignment with either of the two traditional political camps in Palo Alto
and therefore positioning herself to
receive support across the board. She
said she would have opposed the lifting of the commercial development
cap in downtown but also would have
opposed cutting in half the citywide
cap as proposed by a citizens’ initiative. But with those two actions having now been taken, she says she is
comfortable with the result and wants
to focus on how to manage future

F

impacts of limited growth, especially
transportation.
Cormack has been a critic of the
south Palo Alto street-calming measures and the bad city-community
communications and would like to see
prioritization of improvements to the
city’s shuttle program. She also has
proposed that subsidized housing be
considered in the planning now underway for the Cubberley Community
Center property.
Although she can be frustratingly
vague on some current issues, explaining that she needs additional information, we think she would bring corporate and community experience and a
collaborative style that would be an
asset to the council.
We supported Cory Wolbach four
years ago because we saw him as a
unique candidate due to his age, his
background as a legislative aide and
his passion for crafting solutions to
problems. He also stressed the need
for integrity and inclusiveness in political decision-making and seemed
genuinely focused on seeking consensus whenever possible.
But while earnest and, we believe,
well-intentioned, Wolbach has repeatedly been part of the group that has
created dysfunction on this council by
either offering surprise and pre-emptive motions or by joining with others
to make disparaging comments about
his colleagues. His recent refusal to
support even the study of possible
rent-stabilization measures, after all
his talk about tackling tough issues
like our rental-housing crisis, was
disappointing and revealing. When
DuBois made the motion to include
the study of rent control, Wolbach
asserted the motion was “introducing fear where we should introduce
thoughtfulness.”
The prior October, when the rentcontrol issue was first introduced
in a colleagues memo, Wolbach accused the three authors of being
disingenuous.
“I don’t think this is sincerely being offered as part of a comprehensive
solution,” Wolbach said.
We kept hoping over the last four
years that the feedback and criticism
of Wolbach’s behavior would result in
self-reflection and a change. Instead,
in spite of his many good ideas and
interest in legislating, Wolbach has
not exhibited the restraint and forbearance needed to be effective on a
council that requires more collaborative than advocacy skills.
For a more productive council that
hopefully will focus on solutions
rather than political gamesmanship or
personal insults, we recommend the
election of Eric Filseth, Tom DuBois
and Alison Cormack to Palo Alto City
Council. Q

Check out Town Square!
Hundreds of local topics are being discussed by local residents
on Town Square, a reader forum sponsored by the Weekly at
PaloAltoOnline.com/square. Post your own comments, ask
questions or just stay up on what people are talking about
around town!

Guest Opinion
Stanford GUP should not be negotiated in secret
by Pat Burt, Todd Collins, Alice Kaufman and Nadia Naik
If you don’t have a seat at the table,
you’re probably on the menu.” This
saying should be a warning to Palo
Alto and surrounding communities when it
comes to Stanford University’s once-in-ageneration general use permit (GUP).
A new process, proposed by Stanford, is
being considered next week by the Santa
Clara County Board of Supervisors, and it
should cause concern for all of us. This may
determine whether the public and our local
elected representatives will actually have
a say on the scale and mitigations for the
county’s largest-ever development project, or
whether a deal will be struck behind closed
doors. The community must tell the Board
of Supervisors to follow a process that is
transparent, participatory and legitimate.
The GUP represents almost 20 years’
worth of new development entitlements for
Stanford. The university has asked for over
two million square feet of additional facilities and over 3,000 new beds and housing
units for students, faculty and staff. The
county is exploring scenarios that require
as many as 5,699 new beds and housing
units. Whatever the GUP is, it will be big.
So what’s changed? Stanford, along with
County Supervisor Dave Cortese from San
Jose, has put forward a new process — a development agreement — that opens the door
for a backroom deal, struck outside the public
eye.
The process for the GUP approval is governed by CEQA (the California Environmental Quality Act), which requires a highly
transparent, detailed and participatory process to develop an Environmental Impact Report (EIR), with mandatory mitigations. But
with a development agreement, Stanford can
strike a side deal with the county that covers
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Letters
Listen to neighbors first

Editor,
I applaud Ms. Nanci Kauffman’s
apology in the Aug. 24 Guest
Opinion for Castilleja’s betrayal
of public trust with conditionaluse permit violations for over a
decade. However, trust can only
be rebuilt when Castilleja truthfully and sincerely works with
neighbors.
To Ms. Kauffman’s first public
apology in the June 5 neighborhood meeting, I responded “Castilleja needs to work with the
neighbors on a solution good for
the neighborhood.” But Castilleja
still engages in PR tactics to push
its expansion agenda forward.
Here are two in a string of open
questions that still have no logical
answers since day one:
• Why is Castilleja fighting so
hard for only 125 additional students? Other schools such as Pinewood, Harker have decentralized
campuses to fulfill their burgeoning need. Castilleja’s student per

virtually any or all of the impacts raised in
the EIR and many more — thus skirting
some otherwise mandatory mitigations.
And that side deal could be negotiated behind closed doors by two county supervisors
sitting down in private with Stanford’s lawyers and developers. The public could have
no visibility on what was agreed until the
deal was fully negotiated and presented for
final approval. With no seat at the table, we
could find out only at the end that our community interests are on the menu instead.
The stakes are enormous. Stanford’s proposed projects will affect nearly every aspect
of our community and our quality of life:
• Affordable housing: With thousands of
additional students and staff expected as a
result of the GUP, our current housing shortage will be worsened. The county has just
approved an affordable-housing ordinance
requiring Stanford to contribute funding
to build affordable units, but this could be
undermined in a development agreement.
• Traffic mitigation: Traffic near the
Stanford campus, already often near gridlock, is expected to become even worse
under the GUP. Hundreds of community
members have weighed in on the traffic
impacts during the EIR process, but a development agreement is not required to take
traffic impacts into account.
• Impact on schools: New Stanford housing under the GUP is expected to produce
between 300 and 1,500 new PAUSD students, with no additional property-tax
revenue. Palo Alto schools rely on local
property taxes for over 70 percent of their
revenue. This would result in class-size increases of up to 23 percent in elementary
classrooms across the district.
• Protection of the foothills: The

acre density is 1.5 to 2 times of
other local private schools. If Castilleja truly wants to educate more
women, why not grow in multiple
sites given over 70 percent of the
student body lives outside of Palo
Alto?
• Why is Castilleja building a
garage while claiming enrollment
increase will not increase traffic?
Traffic is the root cause while
parking is only a symptom. The
parking issue will be solved when
the traffic issue is truly solved.
Why not invest in alternate transportation instead of demolishing
two homes to build a garage with
about 60 net new spaces?
A true win-win situation can
only be achieved through open
honest dialogue with immediate neighbors, not through highpriced PR, market-research firms,
consultants, lawyers to maneuver
the system. We must address actual issues not just accepting the
“convenient truth” pushed upon
us.
With over 100 years of legacy,
this administration has the responsibility to uphold Castilleja’s
reputation by doing the right thing.

Academic Growth Boundary, which prohibits development in the foothills adjacent
to the Stanford campus, currently requires
a supermajority vote by the supervisors to
be amended. However, that protection expires in 2025, and there is no proposal in
the GUP to extend it.
We don’t have to let this happen. The supervisors need to direct their staff to create
a process that prevents any backroom deal.
They can:
• Create a public and transparent negotiation process for the development agreement
that requires sunshining of proposals and
extensive public engagement.
• Insist that the development agreement
cover the full scope of issues that require
mitigation, not a piecemeal negotiation as
Stanford has proposed.
• Delay any development agreement process until the Final EIR is issued, which
will determine the mitigations required.
These measures would set a floor for a
legitimate development agreement. It is
our hope that county staff, when they report back to the Board of Supervisors next
Tuesday, Oct. 16, will have addressed these

issues — and if not, that the supervisors
will send the proposal back until it does.
Palo Alto’s supervisor, Joe Simitian, has
been advocating for a fair and open process and against a premature development
agreement. He has also been pushing to
make sure Stanford balances its own needs
with the community’s and mitigates the
impact of its growth. But he is only one
vote on a five-member Board of Supervisors — if we don’t support his efforts and
demonstrate our commitment, there is no
certainty that the others will agree.
The Board of Supervisors needs to hear
from our community that an open and
participatory process is critical. We plan
to attend the Oct. 16 meeting to let the supervisors know what we think about the
staff recommendations and how they stack
up against the public’s expectation for open
government and a fair agreement.
We hope many others in the community will also speak up — in-person and
through emails and calls to the supervisors
— and let them know what we think about
closed-door deal-making on the county’s
largest-ever development project. Q

Pat Burt is a former Palo Alto mayor,
council member and planning commissioner.
He can be emailed at patburt11@gmail.
com.
Todd Collins is a member of the Palo Alto
Unified Board of Education and a leader
of the Fair Share for Schools effort (FairShare-GUP.com). He can be emailed at
todd@toddcollins.org.
Alice Kaufman is legislative advocacy
director for Committee for Green Foothills,
a nonprofit working to protect open

space, farmlands and natural resources
in San Mateo and Santa Clara counties
(greenfoothills.org). She can be emailed at
alice@greenfoothills.org.
Nadia Naik is a transportation activist
and co-founder of Californians Advocating
Responsible Rail Design (CARRD), a group
focused on advocating for better community
engagement on transportation projects and
improving transparency, accountability and
oversight in project planning. She can be
emailed at nadianaik@calhsr.com.

Admitting one’s mistake is honorable, but continuing the same path
is futile and lacks sincerity.
Nelson Ng
Emerson Street, Palo Alto

Let Castilleja thrive
here

Editor,
Castilleja School has been part
of the community for more than
100 years, longer than any of us
living in Palo Alto. It’s unfair to
blame the school — or ask it to
move to a new location — for factors associated with the fast-growing pace of Palo Alto.
In the past few years, we have
witnessed more people living and
working in Palo Alto, a lot more
traffic on Bryant and Emerson
streets, not to mention the daily
Churchill Avenue and Embarcadero Road traffic backup for
parents dropping students at Palo
Alto High School.
As an Old Palo Alto resident,
I’ve observed the morning and afternoon traffic near Castilleja and
found the traffic at the school entrances was rather light, with many

professional guards directing the
traffic. I would like to see an underground parking garage built
at Castilleja. With their students’
traffic all going underground, it
would make our neighborhood
more tranquil.
Palo Altans supported the Measure A bond to rebuild our schools.
This November, Measure Z will
renovate and rebuild more buildings and make sure our public
school buildings are safe. Castilleja has the same need for its
many old buildings, which are in
need of renovation, updating and
improvement.
I support PAUSD’s efforts to
retrofit and rebuild buildings for
our public schools. I also support
Castilleja’s efforts to retrofit and
rebuild its old buildings.
Many of us are frustrated with
the amount of construction and
traffic in our neighborhood. But
it’s unfair to single out one school
as responsible for it and oppose its
plans no matter what. After all,
Castilleja is such a small school
that each grade is only about 60
girls. Castilleja deserves the opportunity to continue to thrive

here and contribute to the community as it has for the past 100
years.
Cathy Williams
Bryant Street, Palo Alto

A natural choice

Editor,
When we think environmental
leadership, we think Karen Holman. I have worked closely with
her for 18 years, from zero waste
to protecting our parks and open
space.
Nonette Hanko, co-founder of
our Midpeninsula Regional Open
Space District, is retiring this year
after 46 years. She cares about who
will take her place on the board,
and she strongly recommends
Holman, former Palo Alto Mayor
and co-chair of Citizens Advisory
Committee, who worked on our
successful Measure AA. In fact, all
seven current members of the Midpen board recommend and endorse
Holman as does Rep. Anna Eshoo.
Yoriko Kishimoto
Embarcadero Road, Palo Alto
(continued on page 20)
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Don’t close Churchill
crossing

Editor,
Do I favor closing the Churchill
Avenue rail crossing to cars? Absolutely not. Period!
Sue Kemp
Seale Avenue, Palo Alto

Ban leaf blowers

Editor,
Leaf blowers are hazards to all
life — people, plants and the earth
(soil).
• The noise is of leaf blowers is
deafening to all life forms.
• Leaf blowers pollute the air.
They blow the dust and debris into
the eyes and lungs, which is a hazard to pedestrians, bicyclists and
cars.
• Leaf blower operators often
blow leaves from one yard to the
next.
• Leaf blowers cause soil and

ecosystem pollution and disruption.
• On the other hand, leaves form
beneficial mulch and compost and
biodiversity.
• Hydrocarbon emissions are
created by small machines, which
includes leaf blowers.
• Quiet is essential for our
health, and leaf blowers rattle
windows and eardrums.
• A 2017 Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention report
lists leaf blowers as a common
noise that can contribute to permanent hearing loss.Use of a leaf
blower for just two hours can
cause hearing damage.
• Pollutants that have been
linked to cancers, heart disease,
asthma and other serious ailments
escape into the air.
• Leaf blowers destroy all life
in their path from bird nests to
butterflies.
• Leaf blower users are exposed
to 10 times more ultra-fine particles than someone just standing
next to a road.
Lynn Hollyn
Seale Avenue, Palo Alto
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Conditions needed
for Stanford GUP

Editor,
Silicon Valley is the product
of a historical relationship between Stanford University and
northern Santa Clara County.
Over the last 130 years, Stanford’s success and prosperity as
a premier research institution
has attracted the best and the
brightest to our area. Challenges
come with this growth: housing
availability, affordability and
traffic.
Because our region’s quality of
life depends on this relationship,
we ask that as the County Board
of Supervisors negotiates a development agreement on housing for
the general-use permit (GUP) it
also considers:
• A clear process that includes
community input to identify public benefits.
• Impacts on schools, traffic and transportation, and open
space access.
• Designation of a north-county

municipal staff member to the negotiation team.
Above all, coordination between a development agreement
and the Final Environmental
Impact Report (FEIR) is essential. The FEIR should be certified prior to completing the GUP
application.
Liz Kniss
Cowper Street, Palo Alto
Jennifer DiBrienza
Park Avenue, Palo Alto
Debbie Mytels
Louis Road, Palo Alto

Cory Wolbach is
well-informed

Editor,
Councilmember Cory Wolbach is the most well-informed
candidate with a strong focus on
housing. The housing shortage is
critical and growing. Individuals
and families of various circumstances who frequently cannot
find “affordable” housing or are
being displaced because they
cannot find housing that meets

their budgets. Except for the
most wealthy, housing is simply
too expensive, and our supply is
woefully short.
Cory is committed to addressing housing for all ages; he discusses the issue thoughtfully and
has championed solutions, including but not limited to ADUs (accessory dwelling units) and the
affordable-housing overlay; he
endorses more housing near transit and travel corridors. I will vote
for him and hope others will too.
Jeffrey Salzman
Orme Street, Palo Alto

John Hirokawa
for county sheriff

Editor,
The election for sheriff matters.
Residents should care about the
sheriff’s role and reputation, jail
operations and needed reforms.
We need a change in leadership:
John Hirokawa for sheriff.
In 2015, in response to outrage
over Santa Clara County Jail inmate Michael Tyree’s death, the
Board of Supervisors created the
Blue Ribbon Commission (BRC)
to investigate jail operations. The
2016 BRC final report included
176 recommendations, including
the need for independent civilian
oversight. Not yet done.
Inmates and staff deserve a safe
jail with appropriate and timely
services (particularly since about
35 percent have mental health
conditions); staff needs better
crisis-intervention and suicideprevention training and an effective performance-evaluation and
discipline system.
On the BRC, I learned that jail
conditions/operations were deeply flawed and pose serious risks
to jail inmates and employees.
Since 2016, there have been at
least six inmate deaths reported.
While the Board of Supervisors
has spent $350 million on jail
reforms, the design and uneven
implementation are under the
auspices of Sheriff Laurie Smith.
For 20 years, Sheriff Smith has
been well aware of many problems but did not proactively address them until additional crises
emerged. She irresponsibly manages her budget, including huge
overtime overruns, and has made
many ill-advised decisions with
dire consequences.
As an honest and ethical public
servant, John Hirokawa promotes
innovation and transparency. He
advocates staff training, mentoring, trust and accountability.
Fellow deputies, inmates’ rights
groups, prison-reform specialists and law-enforcement peers
respect Hirokawa. He values
partnership-based community
policing to identify community
solutions.
He combines expertise with
integrity; he will improve access
to mental health services, work to
reduce recidivism, improve educational options, tackle retribution and enhance security/safety.
He wants independent civilian
oversight.
Gail A. Price
Orme Street, Palo Alto
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Council contenders

Five residents seek to solve Palo Alto’s thorniest problems

W

by Gennady Sheyner / photographs by Veronica Weber

hen the Palo Alto City
Council convenes for
its first meeting of
2019, it will undoubtedly look
and feel like a new day at City
Hall.
For the first time, there will
be seven council seats instead of
nine, thanks to an initiative passed
by the voters in 2014.
Ed Shikada will sit in the city
manager’s chair, having taken
over from James Keene, the city’s
top executive for the past decade.
Council veterans Karen Holman and Greg Scharff, who have
served since 2009 and who best
exemplify the council’s competing visions on growth, will be
conspicuously missing, each having termed out.

Most significantly, three members will be sworn in for fresh
four-year terms. Each will be
tasked with sacrificing his or her
Monday nights to address the
city’s myriad problems: from the
housing crisis to traffic congestion; from ongoing airplane noise
to mounting pension obligations.
They will oversee construction
of Palo Alto’s new police headquarters, a project decades in the
making, as well as new bike boulevards, garages and fire stations.
They will also make crucial
decisions on transforming Cubberley Community Center, designing a new neighborhood
within Ventura and realigning
the the city’s rail crossings — an
endeavor often described as the

largest infrastructure project in
Palo Alto’s history. Each of these
will impact the city for decades
to come.
Whom will the voters trust to
accomplish these goals?
This year’s five candidates offer a blend of the familiar and
the new. Three are incumbents:
Tom DuBois, Eric Filseth and
Cory Wolbach. DuBois and Filseth have been cautious about city
growth and have generally voted
with Holman, their different
styles notwithstanding. Wolbach
has been the council’s staunchest
housing advocate and has led the
push, along with Mayor Liz Kniss
and Councilman Adrian Fine, to
make significant changes to the
zoning code to encourage more

residential construction.
Though newcomers, candidates
Pat Boone and Alison Cormack
may also look somewhat familiar
to Palo Alto voters. Boone is a
longtime TV reporter who’s been
on NBC Bay Area newscasts.
Cormack led Palo Alto’s successful 2008 campaign to rebuild its
libraries.
This voter guide features a profile of each candidate and a handy
chart showing each one’s position
on some of Palo Alto’s most critical and divisive issues, including
renter protections, a new business
tax and the proposed downtown
garage.
Our City Council endorsements
are available in the Spectrum section on page 18. Happy voting! Q

WATCH
MORE ONLINE
Get to know the candidates and
their positions better by watching
videos of the Weekly’s Oct. 3
debate as well as biographical
and endorsement interviews.
All are posted at YouTube.
com/paweekly/videos. In the
biographical “Meet the candidate”
interviews, the five Palo Altans
talk about their upbringings,
careers and families. In the
endorsement interviews and
debate, they share their views on
recent controversies and Palo
Alto’s most pressing issues. For
the Weekly’s complete coverage
of this and other election races
this fall, go to wakelet.com/@
paloaltoweekly.

Pat Boone

P

A new beat

at Boone is normally full of experts, Boone has since conenergy, but ask him about cluded that the answer is “probtraffic and he’ll tell you ably not.”
he’s tired: tired of the clogged
Other than trying to untangle
highways and the jammed arte- the traffic conundrum, he strongrials; tired of telling people that ly supports increasing rental
he’s on his way and then arriving protections and believes the city
late.
should do a lot more to protect the
“I’m tired of yelling and residents of President Hotel, who
screaming at my windshield when are facing a Nov. 12 deadline for
no one is there to hear it, and I evictions. But when asked about
want to make
rent control,
a difference,”
and he calls
‘We should be knocking any proposBoone said.
Boone
is
on each other’s doors, als to cap rent
relatively new
“dicalways talking, always increases
to Palo Alto,
ey.” Instead, he
involved with each
having lived
prefers requirhere for only
ing landlords
other, always having
two years, but
to offer renter
he may look that dialogue going on. assistance to
And as a council
familiar to loall residents
cal residents:
member, that’s exactly facing evicHe’s been on
tions, regardwhat I’m going to do.’ less of their
TV, breaking
down local
income levels
— Pat Boone
news as a TV
(the council
reporter for NBC Bay Area. It adopted such a policy in Septemwas his frequent trips to Palo Alto ber) and having better commufor news coverage that made him nication between landlords and
fall in love with the city, he said, renters.
prompting him to move here.
Renters, he said, need to make
As a newcomer, he is quick to sure that they are in a situation
admit that he is still refining his in which, if they do get evicted,
positions on city issues. When he they’re given “some stability from
announced his bid for City Coun- the owner.”
cil in July, he proposed exploring
Boone said he supports a busia “contraflow” approach to Palo ness tax to fund transportation
Alto’s traffic problems — a meth- improvements and expansion of
od in which one or more lanes is downtown’s Transportation Manflipped into the opposite direc- agement Association (a nonprofit
tion to boost capacity. Could this that offers incentives for employmethod — which is typically as- ees to switch from cars to transit
sociated with disaster evacuations and other modes of transportation)
— be used on University Avenue so that it covers the whole city.
or Alma Street, Boone asked?
He also wants to see the city
After consulting with traffic beef up its code enforcement to

Council candidate Pat Boone, standing at the corner of El Camino Real and Embarcadero Road in
Palo Alto, says he’d focus on solving the city’s worsening traffic problems if he’s elected.
make sure employers don’t pack
too many employees into their offices, exacerbating the city’s traffic and parking problems.
Yet he is also a skeptic when it
comes to the city’s effort to alleviate parking problems by building
two new garages, one in the California Avenue area and one downtown. Responding to a candidate
questionnaire by the residents’
group Palo Alto Neighborhoods,
Boone wrote that he is “not sure
we can afford another garage on
California Avenue.” He is even
more skeptical about the downtown parking garage, which the
council agreed to build as part
of its promise to residents fed up
with employees parking on neighborhood streets. Boone told the
Weekly that a downtown garage

will be “just a Band-Aid.”
“It’s not going to make parking better. ... We’ll just have more
cars,” Boone said.
Boone does not fall neatly into
either of the council’s two prevailing factions, which revolve
around policies having to do with
city growth. He supports reducing parking requirements to encourage the building of more
housing, especially accessory
dwelling units. In the Palo Alto
Neighborhoods questionnaire, he
wrote that he believes that “most
younger renters don’t have cars
nor do they drive” — a position
that appears to align him with the
more growth-friendly members of
the council.
Yet he also said he supports
the council’s recent revision to

the Comprehensive Plan to slash
long-term non-residential growth
allowed between now and 2030
from 1.7 million square feet to
850,000 square feet. Though he
said he would have liked to see
the revision go to the voters for
approval, he said he supports the
policy change.
A native of the Washington,
D.C., area who lived in New York
City and Los Angeles among
other cities before moving to the
Bay Area, Boone believes his life
as a professional broadcaster has
prepared him well for reaching
out to people, soliciting feedback
and promoting government transparency. At a time when civility
on the City Council seems to be
(continued on page 27)
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In their own words: Where the candidates stand
In candidate forums, interviews and a questionnaire sponsored by Palo Alto Neighborhoods (PAN), Palo Alto Rotary Club and the
Palo Alto Weekly, council candidates have opined on significant issues facing the city. Below are their answers to five key questions.

WOLBACH

FILSETH

DUBOIS

CORMACK

BOONE

ON HOUSING
Was one of four co-signers of
colleagues memo that proposed
revising the zoning code to promote
more housing. Led the effort to
revise the zoning ordinance on
accessory dwelling units to remove
parking requirements and relax
other development standards.
Supported growth scenarios in the
Comprehensive Plan that would
have raised the council’s housing
goals. Opposed proposals to explore
rental stabilization and instituting a
requirement for “just cause” evictions.
Said he would be open to allowing
affordable housing developments
to exceed the 50-foot height limit.
Supported increasing the affordablehousing impact fee from $20 to $35
but opposed raising it to $60, as
proposed by DuBois and Filseth. “I’d
be open to another Channing House.”
(Rotary forum)

Believes the city should focus
primarily on affordable housing. Says
he supports the teacher-housing
proposal shepherded by county
Supervisor Joe Simitian and the
below-market-rate housing project
proposed by the nonprofit Palo
Alto Housing. Strongly supports
increasing the affordable-housing
impact fee for new developments and
said he would like to see the council
revisit the issue next year. “I think the
housing market works at the high
end — just not for everybody else.”
(Weekly interview)

Supported the creation of an
affordable-housing overlay zone
and the “workforce housing”
development at 2755 El Camino
Real. Supported loosening rules
for accessory-dwelling units but
opposed eliminating all parking
requirements for these units. Wants
the council to explore new policies on
rent-stabilization, including a cap on
rent increases and a requirement for
just-cause evictions. Also supports
raising affordable-housing impact
fees for new developments and
redefining “mixed-use” in the zoning
code to mean more residential and
less office space. “I am concerned
we’ve made it harder to find places
for below-market-rate projects.”
(Weekly interview)

Calls affordable housing one of her
highest properties, especially for
seniors. Believes the city should allow
some zoning flexibility for developers
for housing projects, such as allowing
buildings taller than 50 feet if its
below-market-rate housing near
transit. Says Cubberley Community
Center can be a candidate for
housing. Supports the revised zoning
rules for accessory-dwelling units.
Does not support rent control and
said she would not have supported
exploration of a new “just-cause
eviction” requirement without first
gathering more data. “I’m particularly
concerned about seniors in our
community, and there’s going to be
more of them.” (PAN forum)

Believes the city’s focus should be
“real affordable housing” composed
of below-market-rate units. Says the
city should work with developers
and community members to create
a master plan for housing. Supports
raising the affordable-housing
impact fee for new developments.
Supports the council’s recent move
to require relocation assistance for
evicted tenants but does not support
adopting a rent-control program.
Does not support Cubberley
Community Center as a potential
site for affordable housing. “We have
to have housing actual people can
afford.” (PAN forum)

Supports passing a business tax
to fund transportation initiatives,
including improvements at rail
crossings. Believes the city should
work with Cupertino, Mountain View
and other nearby cities to design a
tax that is “scaled based on the size
of impacts an employer causes.”
with exceptions for small businesses.
Believes the city should consider
a multi-city authority to fund and
help manage the grade-separation
project. When it comes to bicycle
infrastructure, he believes the city
should focus on vehicle flow on
arterials like El Camino Real rather
than include bike lanes on these
streets. “Businesses need to help pay
their fair share of the impacts caused
by commuters.” (PAN questionnaire)

Calls the creation of a “really robust
shuttle system” — potentially funded
at least in part through a business tax
— one of her top priorities. Said she
supports “denser housing closer to
transit” in recognition of the fact that
many people aren’t able to bike. Says
the city should have done a better job
in both designing the Ross Road bike
project and in making sure residents
understand new projects before they
are implemented. “We’re definitely
not spending too much money on
bikes, but I think we are spending too
much money without thinking about
priorities.” (Rotary forum)

Calls “traffic” his top concern
and strongly supports creating a
business tax to fund transportation
improvements in Palo Alto. Supports
focusing development near
transportation hubs and taking a
more collaborative approach with
other cities in the county to work
on grade separation of the railroad
tracks. Wants the city to put together
an aggressive plan for solving traffic
problems, which would include
buses, shuttles and carpools. “I’m
tired of the traffic. I’m tired of yelling
and screaming in my windshield
when no one is there to hear it, and I
want to make a difference.” (Weekly
interview)

Supports fully funding the council’s
2014 infrastructure plan, including
the new downtown garage. Believes
funds from a new business tax
could help pay for grade separations
and other transportation projects.
Supports having the city make
larger annual payments — beyond
the minimum required by CalPERS
— to reflect the “true rate of return
of pension investments.” Supports
the city’s recent moves to increase
transparency on pensions by clearly
calling out unfunded liabilities in the
city’s budget and by tracking the
city’s obligations in real time. “I think
we should fund the infrastructure
plan as we promised to the voters.
... I think we made this commitment
to the community multiple times.”
(Weekly interview)

Calls the reconstruction of Cubberley
Community Center one of her
priorities and says the project can be
potentially funded through a bond.
Believes the council should do a
better job containing the growing
infrastructure costs, possibly by reprioritizing projects. Says she is open
to revisiting the council’s decision
to construct a new downtown
garage, pending more analysis about
downtown’s parking demand. Says
the city should consider a “zerobased budgeting” approach, in
which the city looks at and justifies
every expenditure. Also supports
a “participatory budget platform”
that allows residents to weigh in on
budget decisions. “We’re enjoying
all the things (city employees) made
possible, but it’s not fair to the people
in the future if we’re not saving
enough money to pay them the
pensions that they’re owed.” (Rotary
forum)

Strongly supports the construction
of a new public-safety building but
believes the city can save money
by not building a downtown garage,
which is part of the council’s 2014
infrastructure plan. Says the city
should “immediately review” all
expenditures and get rid of “any
unnecessary projects.” Supports
increasing funding for social services.
“Social services is one thing that
needs to always stay in place.” (PAN
questionnaire)

ON TRANSPORTATION
Supports making plans now for a
potential 2020 ballot measure to
institute a business tax based on
head count. The tax, in his proposal,
would fund a variety of transportation
programs and would not be limited
to grade separation. Supports
expanding the role of the Palo
Alto Transportation Management
Association and giving employers the
option of either contributing toward
the association or paying a fee or tax.
On grade separation, he supports
working with Caltrain and neighboring
cities to consider funding sources
and cost-saving measures. Supports
greater engagement with state and
federal legislators to discuss funding
options for the Caltrain corridor.
“Given the Peninsula’s significance in
the state and national economy, we
can make a strong case that we need
state and federal funding to keep our
region moving.” (PAN questionnaire)

Believes the council should, above
all, control growth that would
produce additional traffic. Supports
raising parking-permit fees to pay for
transportation programs, expanding
the city’s bike program and more
strongly enforcing transportationdemand management programs
in new developments. For grade
separations, he supports looking at
a business tax for 2020 to fund the
needed improvements. “I’d like to find
a way (so) that traffic doesn’t get any
worse than it is today.” (PAN forum)

ON FINANCE AND INFRASTRUCTURE
Voted to support upgrades to the
city’s animal shelter and the Junior
Museum and Zoo. Opposes the
construction of the new downtown
garage. Said he would like to see
Cubberley Community Center house
more senior services, including a
possible new senior center. Supports
pension reforms, including more
realistic CalPERS rates of return, and
investment in a Section 115 Trust.
“I’m disappointed that more people
didn’t come out on council to oppose
continuing with our overpriced
downtown parking garage that we
don’t need.” (Rotary forum)

Supports fully funding the council’s
2014 infrastructure plan, including
the new downtown garage. Voted to
support upgrades to the city’s animal
shelter and the Junior Museum and
Zoo. Led the council’s efforts to
institute pensions reforms and, as
Finance Committee chairman, made
a motion requiring the city manager
to identify $4 million in cuts to the
current budget. Was lead author of
a colleagues memo requiring more
transparency in labor negotiations
(including publication of every formal
offer proposed or received by the
city). Led the council’s effort to
consider “realistic investment-return
rates” in accounting for pension
obligations. Supports contributing
to a Section 115 Trust (which is
devoted to pension obligations) and
developing an amortization plan for
the city’s existing debt. “We need
to make some shifts now, to avoid a
crisis in the future.” (PAN forum)
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ON COMMERCIAL GROWTH
Supported removing the downtown
cap on non-residential development
from the Comprehensive Plan and
adopting the annual office cap for
downtown, California Avenue and El
Camino Real. Supported a provision
in the annual cap that allows unused
square footage to be rolled over year
to year. Supported the reduction
of the city’s long-term cap on nonresidential development from 1.7
million square feet to 850,000 square
feet by 2030. Supported the policy
prohibiting conversion of ground-floor
retail to other uses. “I’m not trying to
escalate office growth. I’m trying to
rein it in.” (Weekly interview)

Believes Silicon Valley businesses
should do much more to help fund the
impacts of their growth, particularly
when it comes to housing and
transportation. Opposed removal of the
downtown cap from the Comprehensive
Plan and supported the 50,000-squarefoot office cap but opposed the
provision that allows the rollover of
unused square footage. Supported
the reduction of the city’s long-term
cap on non-residential development
from 1.7 million square feet to 850,000
square feet by 2030. Supported the
policy prohibiting conversion of groundfloor retail to other uses. “The Valley
produces jobs five times faster than
dwelling units. No community can keep
up with that without massive external
investments.” (Weekly interview)

Opposed removal of the downtown
cap on commercial development from
the Comprehensive Plan. Supports
the annual 50,000-square-foot office
cap but opposed the provision that
allows the rollover of unused square
footage from one year to the next.
Supported the reduction of the city’s
long-term cap on non-residential
development by 2030 from 1.7 million
square feet to 850,000 square feet.
Supported the policy prohibiting
conversion of ground-floor retail to
other uses. “Every square foot of
office space just makes our housing
shortage worse.” (April 20, 2018, City
Council meeting)

Says she is “comfortable” with the
city’s existing caps on commercial
development, including the recent
reduction of a commercial-space
cap from 1.7 million square feet to
850,000 square feet by 2030. She
says she would have preferred to have
the voters rule on the cap. Says she
supports the annual 50,000-squarefoot office limit, including the new
provision that allows the rollover of
unused square footage from one year
to another. Says the city’s caps have
“served us well.” “I’m really hopeful
this particular topic will be less of a
discussion going forward.” (Weekly
forum)

Believes Palo Alto needs to do a
better job regulating the employee
density within existing businesses,
including more code enforcement.
Said he would have supported the
just-adopted, lower 850,000-squarefoot office cap by 2030, though he
would have preferred to have seen
the issue go to the voters. Strongly
supports a business tax to pay for
transportation. “Many companies are
packing in more employees than they
need to have in a business. We need
to make sure they’re not ballooning so
much.” (Rotary forum)

Says he is very concerned about lastminute policy proposals made without
adequate staff analysis or public
input — conduct that he calls “bad
governance.” Sees eroding public
trust in local government (as reflected
in citizen surveys) as a problem and
believes the council can do a better
job ensuring that members of local
boards and commissions act ethically.
Believes the council and the school
board need to work together on
traffic, transportation, parking and
Cubberley Community Center. “We’ve
taken some huge votes while the
majority of Palo Alto is asleep.” (PAN
forum)

Believes that last-minute policy changes
undertaken without public input or staff
analysis are a significant problem. Her
proposed solution is to simply vote “no”
on amendments that include significant
changes. Says city staff and Palo Alto
Unified School District staff should
be better connected on joint issues
of concern, with frequent meetings
between liaisons from each agency.
Supports having council members
participate in monthly Town Hall-style
meetings in various neighborhoods to
discuss major projects such as bike
boulevards, grade separations and
upcoming agenda items. “Those of you
who are careful observes of this council
will see that trust has been eroded and
that’s going to need to be rebuilt for the
leadership to function correctly.” (PAN
forum)

Citing the need for more
transparency, Boone said the City
Council should “never conduct city
business behind closed doors.” He
also said he believes no measure
should ever be approved without
public comment and that last-minute
changes to the council’s agendas
should not be allowed without public
input. Believes council meetings
currently run far too late into the night
and proposed possibly having more,
but shorter, meetings. “I believe no
measure should ever be approved
without public comment or review.”
(PAN questionnaire)

ON GOVERNANCE AND TRANSPARENCY
Co-wrote a colleagues memo urging
the creation of a Town Hall program,
with regular meetings in different
neighborhoods. Supports greater
collaboration between the City
Council and the Palo Alto Unified
School Board, including a joint
study session at least once per year.
Believes major last-minute changes
to staff recommendations are
sometimes necessary because the
council is responsible for “substantive
policy direction, rather than function
as a rubber stamp for staff reports.”
Says the current process, while
far from perfect, generally works.
“Obviously, nobody likes to stay very
late, but if that’s what it takes to do
people’s work, that’s what we need to
do.” (Weekly forum)

Believes individual council members
should “exercise more judgment
and responsibility” when it comes
to not proposing major policies at
the last minute. The issue, he says,
has more to do with who is on the
council rather than the council’s
procedures. Supports having Town
Hall-style meetings about once per
quarter. Says the council should do a
better job in ensuring that it appoint
commissioners who would submit to
high ethical standards. “If we argue
a little bit and we come up to a good
space, that’s more important to me
than, ‘Was everybody really nice to
each other?’” (Weekly interview)

OF PALO ALTO
PRESENTS

Election Events for Nov. 6, 2018
General Election
PROS and CONS

Presentation of arguments for & against
November 2018 Ballot Measures
Sunday, Oct. 14 3:00 p.m.
Congregation Beth Am, Beit Kehillah
26790 Arastradero Rd., Los Altos Hills
Saturday, Oct. 20 2:00 p.m.

Palo Alto Downtown Library
270 Forest Ave., Palo Alto

Pros and Cons public events co-sponsored by: Avenidas,
Woman’s Club of Palo Alto, Channing House, Congregation
Beth Am, Palo Alto Branch of AAUW, Palo Alto City Library &
ACLU MidPeninsula Chapter

QUESTIONS:
LWVpresentations@lvwpaloalto.org
or call 650-903-0600 | lwvpaloalto.org

See a Stanford pediatrician at
Peninsula Pediatric Medical Group
Access to Excellence.
genpeds.stanfordchildrens.org
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Alison Cormack

A

By the book

lison Cormack loves to
read, whether it’s fiction
or nonfiction, comedy or
tragedy, the city budget or the 823page report on her latest passion
project — Cubberley Community
Center.
The habit, picked up during
childhood, helps explain both her
biggest civic achievement to date
— leading Palo Alto’s 2008 successful drive to rebuild its libraries
— and her approach to governing,
which she says would involve careful analysis and heavy data collection before any decision is made.
If elected to the Palo Alto City
Council, she said she would apply
this measured, research-heavy approach to tackling the city’s most
urgent problems, from the severe
shortage of affordable housing and
the redesign of the rail intersections along the Caltrain corridor
to the need to plan for the future of
Cubberley, a project that she said
she would be heavily involved in,
should she prevail on Nov. 6.
In theory, few could argue
against such an approach; none of
the five candidates are running on
a platform of “less deliberation.” In
practice, members of the current
council have been prone to eleventh-hour decisions that surprised
members of the public and city
staff — whether revising zoning
rules for accessory dwelling units
well beyond what was initially
proposed or changing the scope of
a proposed discussion on the hotbutton topic of renter protections.
At other times, discussions are
often driven by fixed ideological
stances (it’s not hard to predict
which council members will vote
against a new development or a

proposed big-ticket expenditure)
and feature ad hominem attacks
against colleagues with opposing
views.
Cormack is looking to change
that. Her solution to the problem
of late-night approvals is simple:
vote “no.” As for uniting the community, she plans to lead by example. Cormack, whose professional background includes work
for Hewlett Packard and Google,
has steered clear of political bickering during the election season.
She said she would support holding monthly meetings in different
neighborhoods and a “participatory budget platform” that would
allow residents to get involved in
deciding what to fund.
Cormack learned firsthand the
importance of compromising during the 2008 library-bond campaign, which followed years of debate about the scope of the needed
improvements. Initially, Cormack
said, she wasn’t convinced that the
Downtown Library needed to be in
the plan. Many in the community
also wondered why the city was
renovating all the small libraries,
she said. But she also noted that
if the downtown library had been
removed from the bond package,
the bond would lose support from
10 percent of voters, potentially
dooming the measure, which needed a two-thirds majority of support
to pass.
The final package, she said, was
not her “personal preference, and
it’s probably no one’s personal
preference, but it’s what works for
everyone in the community.” That,
she said, was her “Aha!” moment.
“It’s not about what each of
us wants individually; it’s what
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Council candidate Alison Cormack, standing at Cubberley Community Center, says she wants to work
on the redevelopment plans for Cubberley and would like to see some affordable housing included there.
everyone wants in the communi- members.
ty,” Cormack said in an interview
She is also less-than-firm when
on the Weekly’s webcast, “Behind it comes to the city potentially
the Headlines.”
adopting a “just-cause evictions”
Cormack doesn’t align herself requirement, which is favored by
with any particular council faction, Tom DuBois, Karen Holman and
though contributors to her cam- Lydia Kou and which Scharff and
paign include Mayor Liz Kniss and Kniss had opposed. One of the
Councilman Greg Scharff, who things that is missing from the deare both associated with the more bate is the data, she said at the Palo
growth-friendly
Alto Neighborside of the dais.
‘It’s not about what hoods-sponsored
She’s criticized
council-candieach of us wants
the council’s
dates forum on
political envi- individually; it’s what Oct. 4.
ronment and
“Before I make
everyone wants
the 2014 revival
a decision on
in the community.’
of candidate
just-cause evic“slates.” When
tions, I’d like to
— Alison Cormack
people run as a
understand how
team, she said, they “start with a big the problem is in this commuteam philosophy rather than com- nity,” Cormack said.
ing from (the point of) looking at
She offers a similar answer
what’s in everyone’s best interest.” when asked how big of a fee the
“I’m not running with any other city should charge developers to
candidates and I’m not running support affordable-housing proagainst any other candidates.” grams. That issue polarized the
Cormack told the Weekly.
council in early 2017, when counHer positions on some of the cil members reversed the decicouncil’s most contentious recent sion that was made by the prior
issues have generally hewed to council in December 2016 to raise
those on the Kniss-Scharff camp. impact fees from $20 per square
Cormack said she opposes rent foot to $60 per square foot. The
control (local government, she new council voted to set the fees at
said, should focus on increasing $35 per square foot, a decision that
supply, which rent control does Vice Mayor Eric Filseth and Dunot accomplish). She also said she Bois are hoping to revisit if elected
would not have voted in July to (each supported the $60 fee).
adopt a citizen initiative to slash
Cormack said at the Palo Alto
in half the amount of commer- Neighborhoods debate that she
cial growth that would be allowed would be open to a higher fee,
citywide between 2015 and 2030, though she said she does not have
saying she would have preferred to the information to determine exsend it to the voters.
actly what the fee should be.
On the divisive topic office deCormack also said she supports
velopment, Cormack does not some of the recently approved
have a fixed position. When she housing developments, including
was asked the Oct. 3 candidates’ the “workforce housing” building
debate sponsored by the Weekly at 2755 El Camino Real and the
about measures to regulate office zone change that will enable 59
construction, she said she is “re- affordable apartments at 3705 El
ally hopeful that this particular Camino Real, near Wilton Avenue.
topic will be less of a discussion She called “affordable housing”
going forward.” She also indicated, one of her priorities, particularly
however, that she probably would as it pertains to the city’s growing
not have supported the council’s senior population.
5-4 decision in 2017 to remove the
When it comes to accessory
downtown-specific cap on non- dwelling units, her fellow candiresidential development, a position dates Filseth and DuBois both bethat would have pitted her against lieve the council erred in stripping
the more growth-friendly council away all parking requirements for

such units. DuBois called for reinstating these requirements, which
the council removed by a 5-4 vote.
Cormack, by contrast, is taking a
wait-and-see approach.
“Since we recently established
the rules for ADUs and are seeing permits pulled now, I would
like to see how those play out and
then evaluate what changes, if any,
might be appropriate,” she wrote
in the Palo Alto Neighborhoods
questionnaire. “Our single-family
neighborhoods are integral to the
fabric and character of many parts
of our city.”
Her propensity to analyze, deliberate and solicit opinions could
be frustrating for those seeking a
simple answer. Consider the new
downtown parking garage — a
project that is included on the
council’s 2014 list of infrastructure
priority. Candidates Cory Wolbach
and Pat Boone have said it should
be dropped from the list. Filseth
and DuBois both think it should
stay. Cormack told the Weekly she
is not prepared to either oppose or
support the project.
“I am prepared to have a discussion about it once we understand
what the current parking situation
is in downtown,” Cormack said.
“It’s changed in the last four years
with the prevalence of Uber dropoffs and Lyft, etc.”
Her preferred method for tackling traffic and parking issues is
the creation of a robust shuttle system, an idea that the council has
often talked about but has not been
able to implement. The new shuttle
system, she said, would be one of
her highest priorities. Another one
is rebuilding Cubberley, a longawaited project that is just now
picking up momentum. Cormack
believes that, like the construction of the Mitchell Park Library
and the renovation of the smaller
library branches, Cubberley could
be a project that would be funded
through a bond.
“I’ve seen this movie before,”
Cormack said at the Palo Alto
Neighborhoods debate. “I’ve seen
something dilapidated in south
Palo Alto that people behind this
dais ignored and had a happy ending. And I want to see it again.” Q
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Tom DuBois
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Leading the resistance

or Tom DuBois, the past housing-impact fees (the majority
four years on the Palo Alto led a 5-4 vote to effectively nulCity Council have been the lify that decision and adopt more
best and worst of times, in that modest increases) and its removal
order.
of all parking requirements for
Elected in 2014 as part of the accessory dwelling units (an acnew “residentialist” majority fa- tion that was also approved by a
voring slower city growth, Du- 5-4 vote). Perhaps DuBois’ most
Bois is proud of the council’s significant outcry happened when
record in the first two years of the freshly reconstituted council
his tenure. During that period, took a series of 5-4 votes on Jan.
the council created a new law to 30, 2017, on the city’s Compreprotect ground-floor retail shops hensive Plan, including to elimithroughout the city; instituted an nate the downtown cap on nonannual cap on new office space residential development and, most
for downtown, California Avenue controversially, to strip all poliand El Camino
cies out of the
Real; and addocument. Du‘We owe it to the
opted the highBois responded
community and to
est affordableimmediately by
housing impact
the institution of the penning an opfees in the state.
ed, published
But the 2016 Palo Alto City Council in the Weekly,
to maintain the level titled “When
election brought
Adrian Fine and
democracy is
of standards the
Greg Tanaka
hijacked.”
to the council community demands.’
“Can wolves
and tilted the
in sheep’s cloth— Tom DuBois
council toward
ing undermine
the faction favoring more city our local democracy? Apparently
growth. Since then, DuBois has yes,” DuBois wrote.
had to strike a balance between
Today, DuBois has no regrets
moving ahead with his legislative about this accusations. The counpriorities — including passing or- cil, he noted, ultimately reversed
dinances that protect renters and course and restored the Comprelimit new commercial develop- hensive Plan policies. And he rement — and criticizing the ac- mains as concerned as ever about
tions of the five-member majority, the current council’s approach to
a role that he has undertaken with governing.
particular gusto.
“I do think some members of
Today, the Ohio native is gen- the council may approach it kind
erally aligned with Vice Mayor of more as a debate to be won
Eric Filseth, and Councilwomen rather than seeking compromise
Karen Holman and Lydia Kou, or reasonable solutions,” DuBois
all of whom had been endorsed told the Weekly. “I’ve been conby the political action committee, cerned, particularly in the last
Palo Altans for Sensible Zoning. two years, about late-night rash
But while Filseth (who is also decision-making that really hasn’t
seeking re-election) has moved been vetted by staff or discussed
toward the middle and at times very much at all, as opposed to our
sided with the pro-growth council more typical process, which is to
members, DuBois has remained introduce an idea, maybe discuss
steadfast in his role as leader of it with staff, have them do some
the resistance.
analysis and make a decision.”
The contrast between the two
His critics would be quick to
was particularly apparent on Jan. point out that he’s been suspected
8, when the council unanimously of playing a little political gamesselected Liz Kniss to serve as manship himself, however. On
mayor for 2018. Filseth made the Aug. 27, for example, the council
motion to nominate Kniss and considered a revised version of the
lauded her experience and wis- memo on renter protections that
dom; DuBois observed that Kniss he, Kou and Holman had initially
remains subject to an investiga- submitted last year (the council
tion into her 2016 campaign fi- rejected it in October 2017 by a
nances by the state’s Fair Political 6-3 vote). This time, the memo
Practices Commission and urged steered clear of any measures rethe council to “reconsider its vote, lating to “rent control” (or “rent
once the facts are in.” (The inves- stabilization”); it also had a new
tigation remains open, nearly two co-signatory, Councilman Cory
years after it was launched.)
Wolbach.
“I do think we owe it to the
The council ultimately voted
community and to the institution 7-1 to adopt the memo, but not
of the Palo Alto City Council to before a series of sharp disagreemaintain the level of standards the ments and failed amendments.
community demands,” DuBois The most significant one, prosaid at the meeting.
posed by DuBois that evening,
DuBois has not been shy about called for rent stabilization and a
expressing his dismay with the ac- requirement for just-cause evictions of the new majority, includ- tions to be among the policies that
ing its March 2017 reversal of the the city would explore. It failed
prior council’s decision to raise 4-4, with Kniss recusing herself.

Incumbent council candidate Tom DuBois, standing beside the Caltrain crossing at Churchill Avenue in Palo
Alto, says he would focus on working with regional agencies to redesign the rail crossings if he’s re-elected.
DuBois told the Weekly that
his proposal to include these policies was “something I decided
to do that evening.” He had not
discussed it with city staff or his
colleagues. In retrospect, he concedes, mentioning it ahead of time
“probably would have been a better thing to do.” He also, however,
criticized his colleagues on the
other side of the dais of “gamesmanship” for their own conduct
during the discussion, including
an amendment by Councilman
Greg Scharff to explore renter
protections for all properties with
two or more units (as opposed to
those with 50 or more units, as
was initially proposed).
Aside from engaging in political wrangling, DuBois often talks
— much as his colleagues do —
about the need to tackle the city’s
shortage of housing. However,
unlike the five more-pro-growth
members, who generally support both market-rate and belowmarket-rate housing, he is laser
focused on the latter. Though
he opposes reviving the city’s
“planned community” (PC) zone,
which allows developers to negotiate with the city to create customized zoning districts for their
projects, he said he would support
a new zoning district specifically
for 100 percent below-market-rate
housing projects. (This would be
in addition to the city’s recently
approved affordable-housing
overlay zone.)
He also would like to see a revision of existing zones that currently allow “mixed-use” projects
so that these projects would be
required to include more residential and less office space. These
types of projects would be particularly suitable downtown, where
he notes very few residences
have been built in recent years,
aside from a handful of giant
penthouses.
Overall, DuBois has taken a
moderate, get-it-done approach
as housing issues have come before the council: He consistently
voted in favor of reforms to accessory-dwelling-unit ordinances,
despite his criticisms of the council’s move to eliminate required

parking. To encourage construction of granny units, he voted to
eliminate a “lot size” minimum
for property owners looking to
build them. He also voted to support the adoption of the city’s
Comprehensive Plan; to approve
a “workforce housing” development of small apartments at 2755
El Camino Real; and to create a
new affordable-housing zoning
district. His two most steadfast
council allies, Karen Holman and
Lydia Kou, dissented in all three
cases.
DuBois’ support for housing
is by no means unconditional. In
2013, he and Filseth both opposed
a PC zone that would have permitted 60 apartments for low-income
seniors and 12 single-family homes
on former orchard land on Maybell
Avenue. His opposition, he said
at the time, wasn’t to affordable
housing but to the city’s decision
to place a dense development in
a neighborhood of single-family

homes and to “pack in” a dozen
market-rate houses. Whatever his
motivation, that project fizzled in
a 2013 referendum, and the land
is now being redeveloped with 16
single-family homes.
DuBois in his policy leanings
has also been cognizant of the interplay between commercial and
residential development. He criticized the council’s removal of a
downtown-specific limit on nonresidential development, which he
said had the effect of encouraging
exactly the type of growth that the
council is looking to slow down.
At a recent debate sponsored by
the Palo Alto Rotary Club, he argued that the impact of that has
been to “allow new commercial
development downtown in places
like President Hotel, where I think
we really should be looking to encourage more residential.”
The contrast between DuBois
(continued on page 27)
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Eric Filseth
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The man in the middle

hen Eric Filseth ran for
Palo Alto City Council
four years ago, he talked about limiting office development, fixing downtown’s parking
congestion and preserving Palo
Alto’s suburban feel.
Few at that time could have
predicted that this past January,
he would be the one nominating
Liz Kniss, one of the leaders of
the council’s pro-growth faction, to the mayor’s position or
that, minutes later, he would be
elevated to the vice mayor’s seat
by his ideological opponent, Cory
Wolbach.
Such is the paradox of Eric
Filseth, a fiscal conservative who
supported significantly raising
housing-impact fees and giving
Palo Alto the highest hotel-tax
rate in the state; who simultaneously believes in slow-growth
policies and more affordablehousing developments; who can
raise alarms about the need to
address the city’s pension crisis
and, minutes later, advocate for
investing more money in community services.
Today, Filseth is the only candidate who boasts the endorsements
of both Greg Scharff and Karen
Holman, political rivals who best
personify the council’s 5-4 split.
He has the stamp of approval from
Palo Altans for Sensible Zoning,
a political action committee that
favors slow city growth, as well as
from Santa Clara Supervisor Joe
Simitian, perhaps the city’s most
influential and popular Democratic politician.
On core issues relating to
growth and traffic, he has

generally sided with the fourmember minority, which also
includes Holman, Tom DuBois
and Lydia Kou. This summer he
supported the citizen initiative to
slash the citywide limit on nonresidential development from 1.7
million square feet to 850,000
square feet by 2030; he opposed a
move by the council in 2017 to remove the downtown-specific cap
on non-residential development
from the Comprehensive Plan (the
limit of 350,000-square-feet was
removed by a 5-4 vote); and he
voted against the proposal by the
five pro-growth council members
to modify the city’s annual office
cap to allow any unused square
footage in the allotment to “roll
over” from one year to another.
Yet he also differs significantly from his three allies on the
slower-growth side in both substance and style. When it comes
to the former, he has proven far
less rigid and more willing to
compromise with the council’s
growth-friendly faction.
In February 2017, he joined
Adrian Fine, Greg Tanaka,
Scharff and Wolbach in voting to
approve Elizabeth Wong’s fourstory, mixed-use development
at 429 University Ave., a project
that he and others had previously
criticized but that he acknowledged followed the zoning laws.
He had also joined the more
pro-growth side in voting not to
include the city’s 50-foot height
limit for new developments in the
Comprehensive Plan.
Filseth also took a more progrowth stance last October in defeating a proposal from DuBois,

We are currently recruiting for:
Architectural Review Board
3 terms ending December 15, 2021
Parks and Recreation Commission
3 terms ending December 15, 2021
Planning and Transportation Commission
2 terms ending December 15, 2022

Deadline: October 17, 2018 at 4:30pm
APPLICATIONS AVAILABLE ONLINE:

http://bit.ly/bcapplications

4XHVWLRQV"&RQWDFWWKH&LW\&OHUN·V2FH
at (650) 329-2571 or
http://bit.ly/bcapplications

David.Carnahan@CityofPaloAlto.org
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Incumbent council candidate Eric Filseth — standing at Boulware Park, where a parcel of land owned
by AT&T can be seen in the background — says he’d like to see the city negotiate with AT&T to purchase
the parcel and add it to Boulware. Filseth says the Ventura neighborhood lacks parkland compared to
the rest of the city’s neighborhoods.
Holman and Kou to explore rent mayor. In nominating Filseth,
stabilization, including possible Wolbach noted that fact he and
measures to keep landlords from Filseth often find themselves on
sharply increasing rents. Rent opposite sides of the debate —
control, he argued, has a “strong but suggested that this is a good
tendency to
thing.
help a few
consider
‘People are justifiably the“I intellecpeople right
worried about even
away and hurt
tual challenge
a lot more in
having the discussion posed by our
the long run.”
disagreements
(about rent control)
However, on
one of my
because we all know
this topic, like
greatest joys
some others,
of being on
it’s in the nature of
he has shown a
this council,”
government that
willingness to
Wolbach said.
anything that gets
comprom ise.
“The ability
When the item
started eventually will to spar intelreturned to the
lectually with
get to a conclusion.’
council this
someone who
year in a slightalso takes the
— Eric Filseth
ly modified
time to rigormemo, he joined his slow-growth ously investigate complex issues
colleagues in voting to study the that have major ramifications is
proposal. Even with his vote, the something I truly appreciate and
motion faltered by a 4-4 vote.
I respect.”
“I voted against it the first time,
There is, however, one issue
but I think if we’re going to have that gets the normally subdued
a discussion, we’ve got to have it,” Filseth excited: the city’s growFilseth told the Weekly. “People ing pension bill. He has become
are justifiably worried about even the council’s undisputed leader
having the discussion because we on the topic of Palo Alto’s penall know it’s in the nature of gov- sion obligations, which are curernment that anything that gets rently estimated at in excess of
started eventually will get to a $300 million. As chairman of the
conclusion.”
Finance Committee, he has supAs such, he is the closest thing ported the creation of a special irthat the council has to a Justice revocable trust to set aside money
Anthony Kennedy, a swing vote for pensions and argued that the
whose support everyone covets.
city needs to amortize its pension
His demeanor, as much as his debt. Earlier this year, he also led
votes, helps explain his gradual a move to demand that the city
trajectory from a “residentialist” cut $4 million from its structural
challenger looking to shake-up a operating expenses to address its
pro-growth establishment to the mounting pension obligations.
man in the middle of the dais, Staff is expected to come back in
both physically and ideologically. November with details.
When others orate, he stays conThe city’s current obligation,
cise; when others complain, he he noted, totals about $17 million
holds his tongue; and when others annually.
sling mud at one another, Filseth
“That’s $17 million we don’t
always somehow comes out clean. have for police and fire, fixing
His collegial tone helps explain potholes, trimming trees and all
why all of his colleagues agreed the other stuff we need to do as
on Jan. 8 to appoint him vice a city,” Filseth told the Weekly.

“That number is growing very
quickly and it’s going to be
very difficult to rein it in in the
short-term.”
Some savings, he acknowledged, would have to come from
employees’ salaries and benefits,
which make up about two thirds
of the city’s operating expenses.
Filseth supports getting more
public input on labor negotiations and was the lead author of a
memo submitted in February that
aims to inject more transparency
into the talks by publicizing every
formal offer exchanged between
the city and its labor unions. Each
offer would be accompanied by
a fiscal analysis outlining the effects of the proposed terms on the
city’s long-term obligations.
“The city is a public agency,”
Filseth said. “This is a major
public concern, and it merits
public review and input and
transparency.”
On those occasions when
Filseth does talk extensively,
his comments usually pertain
to long-term problems such as
pensions, growing infrastructure costs and Silicon Valley’s
economy, which he notes produces jobs five times faster than
dwelling units. Big employers, he
said, should do more to address
the regional housing and traffic
problems that they help cause.
“No community can keep up
with that without massive external investments,” Filseth told the
Weekly.
And while he doesn’t deny that
the council’s discussions about issues like growth and rent control
often get nasty, he doesn’t see that
as too much of a problem.
“I care less about the tenor of
the discourse than if we make the
right decision in the long run,”
Filseth said. “If we argue a little
bit and we come up to a good
space, that’s more important me
than ‘Was everybody really nice
to each other?’” Q

Cover Story

Cory Wolbach

O

Civil warrior

n July 30, City Councilman Cory Wolbach
shocked Palo Alto’s political world by doing two things:
throwing his support behind a
citizen effort to curb office development and staying completely
silent.
A staunch housing advocate,
Wolbach is generally associated with the council’s pro-citygrowth members: Mayor Liz
Kniss and Councilmen Adrian
Fine, Greg Scharff and Greg
Tanaka. The five colleagues have
voted as a bloc on some of the
council’s most controversial decisions, including a short-lived
one that stripped all programs
out of the city’s Comprehensive
Plan; a relaxation of the annual
50,000-square-foot office cap in
three commercial areas; and the
removal from the Comprehensive
Plan of a downtown-specific limit
on non-residential development,
an action that Wolbach made a
motion to adopt.
More often than not, he precedes his vote by setting the context and methodically explaining
how he arrived at the decision.
But on July 30, he sided with
the council’s slow-growth members: Tom DuBois, Eric Filseth,
Karen Holman and Lydia Kou,
who agreed to revise the Comprehensive Plan to slash in half the
amount of office space that would
be allowed citywide between now
and 2030, from 1.7 million square
feet to 850,000 square feet.
His colleagues looked befuddled. Kniss accidentally hit every
voting light on her dashboard
and requested a re-do. Immediately after the second 5-4 vote, as
Kniss recited the names of council members who supported the
office-cap reduction, she omitted
Wolbach’s name even though he
sits immediately to her left.
His unexpected vote became
the subject of a question in a September City Council candidates
debate: Did he support the “slowgrowth” initiative for political
reasons and would he be taking
a more “fast-growth” approach
once elected? asked debate moderator, Diana Diamond.
Wolbach firmly rejected this

Pat Boone
(continued from page 21)

in short supply, Boone believes
he can help elevate the tone and
bring people together. At the
Palo Alto Neighborhoods debate on Oct. 4, he said he believe
he would bring “energy” to the
council.
Boone characterizes himself as
“the people’s candidate” who is
running a “grassroots campaign.”
He points out that, unlike his four
opponents, he has not been raking
in campaign contributions. He had

premise. He maintained he is
quick to separate “more housing”
(which he says he supports) from
“more offices” (which he says he
opposes). The only thing he finds
surprising today is that others
were so surprised by his July 30
vote.
“Four years ago, when I said
that we could slow down office
growth but we should focus on
housing, people thought I was
crazy,” Wolbach said at the Palo
Alto Rotary Club debate. “But it’s
really become a consensus position, and I’m happy to see that.”
If his statements make it sound
like he opposes new office development in the city, his votes are
more nuanced. He was one of five
council members who voted to
approve in February 2017 Elizabeth Wong’s mixed-use project Incumbent council candidate Cory Wolbach — standing in Heritage Park in the South of Forest Avenue
at 429 University Ave., which area (SOFA) — says he wants to pursue more coordinated-area plans within Palo Alto like the successful
includes offices, retail and three SOFA plan, which resulted in affordable and market-rate housing, parkland and community space.
residential units. He made the
motion to eliminate the down- growth have left some of his col- conjunction with lower targets the bait,” Wolbach said.
As if to prove that point, Woltown cap from the Comprehen- leagues scratching their heads for office development.
At times, his fierce advocacy bach in July joined DuBois, Holsive Plan. (He told the Weekly he and fumbling with their voting
believed it was redundant, given buttons, his stance on housing has has rubbed his colleagues the man and Kou on a revised version
all the other limitations in place, been steady. Like Kniss and Fine, wrong way, as when he preceded of the renter-protections memo,
and noted that “downtown is one he often talks about the regional his vote against a memo by Du- one which notably excluded caps
of the better places for putting of- “housing crisis.” Like them, he is Bois, Holman and Kou to explore on rent hikes (commonly known
fice development.”) And he sup- a big proponent of both market- rent-stabilization policies by as “rent control”). At one point,
and below-mar- calling the memo’s authors “in- tempers flared after DuBois
ported relaxing the annual
‘Four years ago, when ket rate hous- sincere” in their approaches to made an amendment that would
ing. Like them, solving the housing crisis. And in have expanded the memo’s recoffice cap for
d o w n t o w n , I said that we could slow he is bullish January 2017, his successful mo- ommendation to include an exon accessory- tion to remove all policies from ploration of rent stabilization — a
Califor nia
down office growth
dwelling units the soon-to-be adopted Compre- move that Wolbach said left him
Avenue and El
but
we
should
focus
and bearish on hensive Plan prompted a commu- “really disappointed” with his coCamino Real
on housing, people
rent control.
nity backlash and an op-ed from authors, whom he accused of goto give develIn fall 2017, his his colleague, Tom DuBois, ing back on the compromise they
opers more
thought I was crazy.
joined Fine with the headline “When democ- reached in the summer memo.
flexibility.
But it’s really become he
and Kniss on racy is hijacked.”
Wolbach observed that the probWhen the
a consensus position.’ a colleagues
Wolbach responded in May lem with looking for compromise
council dismemo
sug- with a public mea culpa and a is “you might have kumbaya or
cussed
on
— Cory Wolbach
gesting a host motion to restore all the policies. you might end up dying in noJune 11 the
“My mind has been changed man’s land.” By the meeting’s
citizen initiative to limit long-term of zoning changes to encourage
office growth to 850,000 square the construction of more hous- because of reasoned, civil dis- end, DuBois’ amendment had
feet, he voted with the initiative’s ing, including a revision of park- course,” Wolbach said at the been defeated, the memo advanced by a 7-1 vote, and Wolopponents to delay placing the ing standards and a “minimum council meeting.
Wolbach, who in 2014 ran on bach felt vindicated.
measure on the ballot, pending a density” requirement for multi“My approach to policy makstudy of its impacts. Weeks later, family housing (The city’s Plan- the platform of promoting “civilhe voted with the initiative’s sup- ning and Transportation Com- ity,” refers to those acrimonious ing is to say: ‘Let’s figure out
mission is now in the final stages episodes as good lessons. He says the vision, what’s the goal we’re
porters to adopt it outright.
“For me, it was easy to vote for of these zoning-code revisions, they taught him to be conscious trying to achieve, and I’m very
in the end despite where I initially which will go to the council later of things that “really set you off.” open-minded about what policies
“Be conscious of when some- are best to achieve that goal,’”
started because I did my home- in the year for approval). He had
work and reflected on it,” Wol- also advocated for setting higher one intentionally or unintention- Wolbach told the Weekly. “I’m
housing-production goals in the ally is doing something where pragmatic about what policies we
bach told the Weekly.
If Wolbach’s positions on office city’s Comprehensive Plan, in they’re baiting you, and don’t take can actually get passed.” Q
raised $660 as of early October,
making him a distant fifth in the
race for cash (Eric Filseth, who is
in fourth place, collected $37,673).
Most people would see
Boone’s small cash total as a
disadvantage. Boone says he
doesn’t agree. Campaigning, he
said, shouldn’t be about money:
It should be about compassion,
about talking to each other, about
strengthening the connection
between council members and
residents. When several current
council members proposed during an Oct. 4 debate that the City
Council hold more Town Hall

meetings in neighborhoods, he
argued that such a policy doesn’t
go far enough. Council members
should always be connected to
residents, he said.
“We don’t need a policy or a
procedure or a day on the calendar or anything that says ‘This is
the date we have to be together,’”
Boone said at the debate.
“We should be knocking on
each other’s doors, always talking,
always involved with each other,
always having that dialogue going on. And as a council member
that’s exactly what I’m going to
do.” Q

Tom DuBois
(continued from page 25)

and the council’s five-member
majority is particularly stark
when it comes to issues like renter protections and commercial
growth. Earlier this year, DuBois
was the first council member to
publicly support a citizen initiative to lower the long-term cap
for non-residential growth from
1.7 million square feet to 850,000
square feet. The initiative was set
to go to the November ballot when
the council decided on July 30 by

a 5-4 vote to adopt it outright,
with Wolbach surprising many by
joining DuBois, Filseth, Holman
and Kou to adopt the new policy.
That policy victory notwithstanding, DuBois said he remains
very much concerned about the
division on the council and the
majority’s conduct, particularly
when members “ram things
through” without proper outreach
or analysis.
“That’s one of the reasons I
want to run again,” DuBois told
the Weekly. “The council needs
thoughtful, reasoned voices on the
council.” Q

www.PaloAltoOnline.com • Palo Alto Weekly • October 12, 2018 • Page 27

Page 28 • October 12, 2018 • Palo Alto Weekly • www.PaloAltoOnline.com

www.PaloAltoOnline.com • Palo Alto Weekly • October 12, 2018 • Page 29

Arts & Entertainment
A weekly guide to music, theater, art, culture, books and more, edited by Karla Kane

The Andy Warhol Foundation for the Visual Arts

Cantor Arts
Center presents
rarely seen
collection of
contact sheets
by Sheryl Nonnenberg
ndy Warhol would have
been 90 years old on Aug.
6 of this year. Had he lived,
there is little doubt that he would
be right at home with our imageobsessed society. Facebook, Instagram and selfies would have been
his cup of tea. He was prescient
in predicting our constant need to
document everything we do in order to share it with the world. Evidence of just how much foresight
he had can be seen in the Cantor
Arts Center’s major Fall exhibition, “Contact Warhol: Photography Without End,” on view until
Jan. 6, 2019.
The exhibition is not only a
celebration of all things Warhol
but also of the museum’s impressive coup, the acquisition of 3,600
contact sheets and negatives from
the Andy Warhol Foundation. The
Cantor was chosen after a nationwide competition because they
agreed to research, catalog, house
and make available the archive of
130,000 images to students and
the general public, via an online
database. The daunting task of
organizing the contact sheets was
undertaken by archivist Amy Di
Pasquale, who spent almost three
years examining the images. She
explained that the unlabeled images included everything from the
Andy Warhol’s contact sheets include images of musicians Debbie Harry and Chris
many parties Warhol attended to
Stein; Victor Hugo; Bianca Jagger and others.
people he passed on the streets of
New York City.
“He was Andy Warhol — everyone want- Warhol Museum in Pittsburgh, Penn. Most blood-red smear of lipstick; it’s dramatic and
ed to perform for him,” she said. “And he of these are portraits and are easily recog- very flattering.
had a great eye.” Luckily for De Pasquale, nizable: Liza Minnelli, Jane Fonda, Michael
Warhol clearly enjoyed being in the comwho had previously worked on a Warhol Jackson — the glitterati of the 1970s and pany of the “it” crowd, whether at Studio 54
catalogue raisonne (a comprehensive list of ‘80s.
or private gatherings with actors and writers.
all works by an artist), he kept meticulous
Peggy Phelan, co-curator of the exhibition Look carefully at the contact sheets (made
diaries that detailed everything he did. “By and a professor of theater studies at Stanford, easier by an ingenious digital display that alreferring to the diaries, I could identify an explained that the loans from the Warhol lows the viewer to enlarge the images on an
image based on where he was that day, and Museum were important to include because, overhead screen) and a time capsule (1976who was around him,” she said. “For exam- “They teach us so much about Warhol’s 87) of “who was who” can be observed:
ple, one day he noted that Henry Ford’s son method. The contact sheets allow us to see Carly Simon, Halston, Pee Wee Herman,
visited The Factory.”
how he worked — there are several ‘guests’ Muhammad Ali and Truman Capote. Since
But how does a museum present a display who wander in and out of the photo shoot he carried his Minolta 35EL (and later, a
of contact sheets in a way that will be inter- (like John Lennon). So, while the photo shoot Polaroid camera) everywhere he went, Waresting and not overwhelming? The exhibition was in service of creating the Polaroid for the hol was in a unique position to capture the
design takes into account that tiny black-and- silkscreen, the contact sheets document the exclusive world of the rich and famous. A
white images are only so compelling; seeing incredible density, indeed what I call the per- quote on the wall, “I love going out every
how they served as studies for the large-scale, formance elements, of the photo shoot itself.” night,” says it all — this was an artist intent
boldly colored silkscreen paintings that WarThat performance element is nicely illus- on leaving behind a voluminous trove of vihol is most famous for is fascinating.
trated on a wall devoted to Deborah Harry. sual images that would presage our current
Walking into the gallery, the visitor is The cool, glamorous-yet-punk lead singer cult of celebrity.
struck by its feeling of openness, perhaps for the group Blondie was the perfect subject
Other sections of the show detail his travels
emulating The Factory, Warhol’s notorious for the celebrity-crazed Warhol. The contact (his trip to China resulted in the uber-famous
working space where his entourage and vis- sheets reveal the singer posing, laughing and portrait of Mao) and his gradual acceptance
iting celebrities mingled. Cases containing enjoying her time under the artist’s scrutiny. of his homosexuality. A wall devoted to imcontact sheets line the walls, while enlarged In an accompanying video, we see Warhol in ages of drag queens and gay sex is graphic
versions of the images serve as a pictorial action, moving her head and body as he snaps and carries with it a disclaimer warning for
frieze at baseboard level. Hung above the away. The resulting silkscreen is an enigmat- young viewers.
cases are the silkscreens, on loan from the ic portrait in mostly gray tones, except for a
Amid the superficial glitz and glamour,
The Andy Warhol Foundation for the Visual Arts

A
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Liza Minnelli, seen here in a
Polaroid picture, was one of the
many celebrities photographed
by Andy Warhol.
however, are several images that
reveal more emotional depth.
Street artist Keith Haring is captured with his lover, Juan Dubose, in a warm embrace in 1983.
Knowing that Haring would die of
AIDS just seven years later adds
an extra poignancy to the portrait.
Perhaps the most revealing
glimpse of the artist himself is a
1981 video in which Warhol appears fully made-up and wearing a blonde wig. Clad in jeans,
a white shirt and tie, the artist
preens and pouts and looks directly into the camera. Unlike
the many other self-portraits in
the exhibition, Warhol looks at
ease and comfortable in this alter
ego. Perhaps this is the person he
wished he could be.
At the end of the exhibition is
a haunting image that, in many
ways, sums up the entirety of the
show. Titled “After the Party,”
(1979), it is a silkscreen of a formal table setting. The plates and
glasses, once so carefully placed, are now
askew and empty. Emblematic of the waning days of disco, Studio 54, and all the unfortunate stars who became victims of AIDS,
drug abuse and just old age, the print has a
melancholic message. Warhol himself died
of a botched gallbladder operation in 1987;
by then the party was truly over.
People of a certain age may leave the exhibition with a feeling of nostalgia, remembering Warhol’s subjects who are no longer
alive. But fear not, our penchant for popculture idols continues unabated — the Kardashians can confirm that. As Andy Warhol
sagely noted, “Everyone needs a fantasy.”
True then and now. Q
Freelance writer Sheryl Nonnenberg can
be emailed at nonnenberg@aol.com.
What: “Contact Warhol: Photography
Without End.”
Where: Cantor Arts Center, 328 Lomita
Drive, Stanford.
When: Through Jan. 6., Wednesday
through Monday, 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. (open
Thursdays until 8 p.m.).
Cost: Free.
Info: Go to museum.stanford.edu.

Arts & Entertainment

A moving musical
memoir
TheatreWorks does ‘Fun Home’ justice

by Karla Kane
’ve been eagerly anticipating
THEATER REVIEW
“Fun Home” by TheatreWorks
Silicon Valley for months. The
groundbreaking toast of Broadway and at times, she says, he “apin 2015, “Fun Home” is the Tony- peared to enjoy having children.”
winning musical memoir based on However, he’s controlling, prone to
cartoonist Alison Bechdel’s ac- angry outbursts and, thanks to his
claimed graphic novel of the same repressed true self, unable to rename. Because it’s been so buzzed ally express his emotions. Medium
about, I briefly worried that my Alison, who embraces her lesbian
expectations would be perhaps identity in college, falling in love
too high. Happily, the show is as with bold, comfortable-in-her-skin
strong, moving and well-done as Joan (Ayelet Firstenberg), is absoI’d hoped.
lutely shocked to learn her father,
Like the autobiographical too, is gay. She attempts to connect
graphic novel, the stage version of with him on a new level but is un“Fun Home” is a non-linear explo- able to break through. Tragically,
ration of Bechdel’s childhood and he dies at age 44 by probable suiyoung adulthood, including her cide, leaving her with many regrets,
coming out, and especially her questions and poignant memories.
complicated relationship with her
Heavy topics, certainly, but
late father, Bruce.
Bechdel’s work and the musical
Because the story is an autobi- based on it (lyrics and book by Lisa
ography, told in Bechdel’s narra- Kron and music by Jeanine Tesori)
tive voice, the live show puts adult is full of humor and sweetness, too.
Alison (Moira Stone) on stage the The Jackson 5 pastiche “Come to
whole time as if she were work- the Fun Home,” the Bechdel sibing on the creation of the book, lings’ homemade commercial for
framing the scenes and captioning the funeral home, is hilarious and
them aloud as she goes. The action groovy, and the three child actors
revolves back and forth between show off their considerable energy
modern day Alison, Small Alison and talents. Kommor as Medium
(Lila Gold, with Ruth Keith in se- Alison gets her own sweet, funny
lect performances) as a child in the solo with “Changing My Major,”
1970s and Medium Alison (Erin sung after she’s just embarked on
Kommor) in college in the 1980s. her relationship with Joan.
The “fun home” of the title is the
“Ring of Keys,” the show’s
family-run funeral home, where standout number, is an exhilarating
Bruce (James Lloyd Reynolds) example of successful songwriting.
works as a part-time mortician. Capturing the moment at which
He’s also a high-school English Small Alison feels a kinship with
teacher but his greatest passion is and attraction to an “old-school
his Gothic Revival house, which butch” delivery woman, the song
he’s meticulously restored and is simple but breathtaking. The lyrkeeps like a museum.
ics describe the confusing twinges
Bruce is not a happy man. Gay Small Alison is feeling in language
but unsuccessfully closeted, he that feels full of authentic childlike
takes his unhappiness out on his wonder. Tesori’s melody absolutely
long-suffering wife, Helen (Crissy soars. Full of ache, longing and joy,
Guerrero), and children, who in- it captures Small Alison’s awakenclude sons Christian (Jack Barrett, ing, not necessarily in a sexual or
with Dylan Kento Curtis in select romantic way but in her steps toperformances) and John (Billy ward discovering her identity. It’s
Hutton, with Oliver Copaken got the catchiness of a pop-radio
Yellin) in addition to Alison.
single and has no doubt become
Alison clearly adores her father both an LGBTQ anthem and a staand wants to please him; they find ple of many a young girl’s audition
common ground over literature repertoire. It’s a lot to rest on the

Kevin Berne

The Bechdel family (Billy Hutton, Jack Barrett, Crissy Guerrero and
Lila Gold) attempts to be perfect for unhappy father Bruce (James
Lloyd Reynolds) in “Fun Home.”

Kevin Berne

I

Small Alison (Lila Gold) plays airplane with her father Bruce (James Lloyd Reynolds) in “Fun Home.”

shoulders of a child performer but
Gold delivers it beautifully.
As adult Alison, Stone particularly shines in the heartbreaking
number “Telephone Wire,” which
depicts Alison and Bruce’s last
drive together. She implores herself and her father to “say something” meaningful before it’s too
late. As Bruce, Reynolds effectively portrays both the good and
bad sides of this deeply miserable
yet compelling man. Guerrero, as
mom Helen, gets a chance to say
her piece in the powerful “Days
and Days” (Bechdel, by the way,
has written a second autobiographical book about her relationship
with her mother). Rounding out
the cast is Michael Doppe, who
plays Bruce’s various illicit-affair
partners as well as, in a fantasy sequence, the lead singer in a “Partridge Family”-esque family band.
Set design by Andrea Bechert,
costumes by B. Modern, musical
direction by the reliable William
Liberatore and direction by TheatreWorks head Robert Kelley all
help to make the show a success.
Though I had expected to see the
production use more of Bechdel’s
original drawings, TheatreWorks
follows the Broadway version’s
example of showing just one, of a
touching moment depicting Small
Alison and Bruce together.
“Fun Home” is a very personal
and specific story of one woman
and her memories of her dysfunctional family. However, it’s one that
resonates with anyone who’s ever
had a complicated relationship or
who’s struggled with finding and
embracing their identity. That is to
say, everyone. Q
Arts & Entertainment Editor
Karla Kane can be emailed at
kkane@paweekly.com.
What: “Fun Home.”
Where: Mountain View Center for
the Performing Arts, 500 Castro
St., Mountain View.
When: Through Oct. 28; see
online for showtimes.
Cost: $35-$95.
Info: Go to theatreworks.org.

CENTER FOR LITERARY ARTS PRESENTS

GARY KAMIYA
Reading and Conversation with Michael Johns

October 17, 2018 | 7PM
Hammer Theatre Center, San José, CA
Gary Kamiya is the author of the bestselling book
Cool Gray City of Love: 49 Views of San Francisco,
which was awarded the 2013 Northern California
Book Award in creative nonﬁction. His ﬁrst book was
the critically acclaimed Shadow Knights: The Secret
War Against Hitler. He was a founder and longtime
executive editor of the pioneering web site Salon.com
and the former executive editor of San Francisco
Magazine. His work has appeared in the New York
Times Book Review, Sports Illustrated, ArtForum, Mother
Jones, Sierra and many other publications. His history
column, “Portals of the Past,” appears every other
Saturday in the San Francisco Chronicle.
For tickets and event details:

@centerforliteraryarts

www.litart.org

@CLA_SanJose
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WorthaLook
Daniel Meehan’s
“Arch Circle 24”
is on display at
Gallery 9 in Los
Altos this month.

Courtesy of Gallery 9

INSPIRING CURIOSITY,
CREATIVITY, CHARACTER

Courtesy of Gallery 9

Judi Keyani’s
“Cyclamen”
is on display at
Gallery 9 in
Los Altos this month.

Fine art
‘Mandalas and Arch Circles’ and ‘Return to the Garden’
For the month of October, Gallery 9 will feature exhibitions by two artists. Daniel Meehan’s “Mandalas
and Arch Circles” consists of works on paper inspired by arches and similar shapes found in nature,
composed in a circular format. Judi Keyani’s “Return to the Garden” reflects her recurring interest in
the garden as a subject as “places of natural beauty, pleasure, and renewal,” according to a press
release. Gallery 9 is located at 143 Main St., Los Altos and is open Tuesday-Saturday from 11 a.m. to
5 p.m. and Sunday noon-4 p.m. Go to gallery9losaltos.com.

OPEN HOUSE EVENTS
November 3, 2018
Lower Campus
477 Fremont Avenue
Los Altos, CA 94024
9:00am - 11:00am
November 3, 2018
Middle Campus
327 Fremont Avenue
Los Altos, CA 94024
11:30am - 1:30pm
November 10, 2018
Upper Campus
26800 Fremont Road
Los Altos Hills, CA 94022
10:00am - 12:30pm

Register online at www.pinewood.edu
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Concert

Libraries

The Röntgen Trio

Storytelling festival

Bay Area concert pianist Mark Anderson, Dutch
violinist Antoine von Dongen and cellist Eric
Gaenslen together form The Röntgen Trio, which
will perform Piano Trio No. 1 in B major, Op. 8
by Johannes Brahms and the Piano Trio No. 6 in
C-minor, Op. 50 by Julius Röntgen on Saturday,
Oct. 13, at 7:30 p.m. at the Unitarian Universalist
Church of Palo Alto, 505 E. Charleston Road. The
performance will be part of the Bodhi Tree concert
series, which supports a variety of nonprofits.
Röntgen (a contemporary and friend of Brahms) was
known in his lifetime as “the Dutch Brahms” but his
music is less widely known. Anderson was the first
to record many of Röntgen’s piano compositions
and co-founded the trio in 2017. Tickets to the
Oct. 13 performance are $27 and all proceeds go
to charity. Go to m.bpt.me/event/3617223 and
btcnorth.org.

The Menlo Park Library’s third-annual storytelling
festival will be held throughout October, featuring 10
professional tellers sharing tales at nine free events.
Performances will be held every Tuesday evening at
the main library, with other events taking place on
select afternoons at the main library and the Belle
Haven branch, and one Saturday morning program
at the Menlo Park City Council Chambers. Playwright
Brenda Wong Aoki, known as “America’s foremost
Asian storyteller,” will present tales she calls
“Oriental Ghost Stories.” Other performers appearing
throughout the month include Diane Ferlatte and
Olga Loya, Tim Ereneta and the mother-daughter
team of Ann-Marie Sayers and Kanyon SayersRoods. Sayers is the traditional caretaker of Indian
Canyon, the only sovereign Indian lands in central
coastal California. The duo will be sharing traditional
folklore of their ancestors, the Ohlone people. Also
performing are Leona Hoegsberg, Muriel Johnson,
Alicia Retes and John Weaver. While some of the
performances will be family-friendly, others will be
geared toward adults and teens. The full schedule is
available online at menlopark.org/storytelling.

Eating Out
Packages of homemade black licorice made in Redwood City.

A new old-fashioned treat
Redwood City couple sells reinvented version of classic black licorice candy
Story by Tara Madhav | Photos by Adam Pardee
ail Waldo and Ken Seydel
live on a hill in Redwood
City, at the top of a winding cul-de-sac that ensures peace
and quiet. Stuffed animals and
framed pictures rest on cabinets,
and squirrels run wildly along the
serpentine tree roots that stretch

G

into the dirt wall at the end of
their backyard.
This is where Waldo perfected
her licorice recipe for over a year,
testing online recipes until she
struck what might be cheekily referred to as “black gold,” a sweet
that’s not as hard and bitter as

conventional black licorice. Waldo and Seydel started selling bags
of licorice under the brand name
Black Lick Rich at the Redwood
City Kiwanis Farmers Market this
summer.
“I’ve always wanted to come
up with something really good,

and nobody else makes licorice,”
Waldo said.
Waldo first became acquainted
with black licorice through her
uncle. She made him horehound
candy, a sugar-coated sweet created from the bitter medicinal
plant, and referred to it as “an old
man’s candy.” (Seydel and Waldo
said their main customers belong
to a generation that lacked today’s
endless grocery store options.)
Waldo was admittedly not a
fan of licorice growing up. She
recalled her late father eating the
licorice she left at the bottom of
her Halloween candy bag. Her
father’s love for licorice and her
experience making the sweet for
her uncle sparked an interest in
making it herself.
Making licorice is a precise
science, Seydel said. At a recent
demonstration in her home, Waldo stirred blackstrap molasses,
cane sugar and condensed milk
together over a small burner. It
“looks like the La Brea tar pits
when it starts bubbling up,” said
Seydel.
At a precise moment, Waldo
added in anise oil, giving the
mixture that classic licorice smell.
Anise has also long been used as
a natural digestive aid, the Black
Lick Rich label notes.
“The artistic part is watching
the pot and, when it comes to the
final temperature, taking it off,”
Seydel said. “If you’re a little bit
too quick it’s too soft; if you’re a
little bit too late it’s too hard.”
A final touch is adding black
food coloring, which she’s made
sure won’t stain the teeth. She
then poured the mixture into a
pan and put it in the fridge to
cool for an hour. After, she cut
the solidified mixture into small
pieces.
The final product is stretchy
when pulled and sweeter than
traditional licorice. They still sell

the licorice, 20 pieces to a bag, on
Saturdays at the Redwood City
farmers market (8 a.m. to noon at
500 Arguello St.), where people
are rediscovering an old-fashioned treat.
“It is a joy to get some of the
people that haven’t had any good
licorice for years and years, and
they’ll taste it and their eyes will
get big and they will say, ‘My
God!’” Seydel said, “When you
get that kind of reaction, it’s very
satisfying.”
For Waldo, Black Lick Rich
comes out of a lifetime passion
for homemade handiwork.
Since the 1970s, Waldo has
made buñuelos, Mexican cakes
traditionally served at Christmas
time, for friends and family. She
brings them to St. Anthony’s of
Padua in Menlo Park. She’s also
created leather tags with funny
sayings on them for various purposes, including for sewing onto
pants. By her own account, the
tags were less successful — there
are still boxes of leather tags hidden throughout the house.
Waldo believes that her entrepreneurial spirit fits in well with
that of the Bay Area and its opportunities for artisanal work.
“Especially in Palo Alto and
Menlo Park, there is so much artisan stuff,” Waldo said. “It is a
very artsy community. That goes
under food, too.”
Waldo said that after 40 years,
she still loves creating and crafting items.
When asked if she had any advice for others trying to launch
their own home-run enterprise,
she gave a straightforward
response.
“It’s so easy, it really is,” Waldo
said. “If you’ve got something
good, why not?” Q
Tara Madhav is a former
intern with the Palo Alto Weekly.

Bodhi Tree North &
Unitarian Universalist Church of Palo Alto present

Röntgen Piano Trio
in concert
Mark Anderson, piano
Antoine van Dongen, violin
Eric Gaenslen, cello

Music of Brahms and Röntgen

Saturday, October 13, 2018
Gail Waldo prepares a fresh batch of licorice in her Redwood City kitchen.

7:30 pm

Unitarian Universalist Church of Palo Alto
505 E. Charleston Rd. Palo Alto
Tickets: $27/advance; $30/door
www.btcnoth.org
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TheatreWorks
SILICON VALLEY

TONY AWARD BEST MUSICAL!

Local food & retail happenings

Photo by Elena Kadvany

FUN HOME

ShopTalk

Music by Jeanine Tesori
Book & Lyrics by Lisa Kron
Based on the graphic novel by Alison Bechdel
Directed by Robert Kelley

David King plans to retire in 2019 after four decades of running
Su Hong in Palo Alto and Menlo Park.

“SUPERB!
AN UNFORGETTABLE AND
POWERFULLY PERFORMED
MASTERPIECE!“
The Mercury News

Contains mature language and content

Now – Oct 28
Mountain View Center for the Performing Arts

theatreworks.org 650.463.1960

SU HONG TO CLOSE ... Come
next year, the local legacy of
Chinese restaurant Su Hong
will cease to exist. Owner David
King plans to close his Palo Alto
restaurant next year and retire after
decades of running Su Hong in
various locations in Palo Alto and
Menlo Park. A proposal to replace
the restaurant with a five-story hotel
is currently making its way through
the city approval process. “I’ve
devoted all my life, pretty much, (to)
Su Hong,” King said on a recent
morning before the restaurant
opened, sitting in the large,
traditional dining room. “I think it’s
about time for me to step back
and step out and enjoy the rest of
my life.” King left his native Taiwan
for Palo Alto to attend business

school at Santa Clara University in
1972. The first Su Hong opened
in Menlo Park in 1977. Then came
the first Palo Alto location at 4101
El Camino Way in 1987 and a
takeout restaurant in Menlo Park
in 1991. About 10 years ago, King
purchased the El Camino Real site,
which was then a Denny’s. King,
who lives behind the restaurant, is
looking forward to the end of 15hour work days. He plans to travel,
golf, garden and generally relax
in retirement, which he’s hoping
will happen a year from now.” I’m
counting down,” King said. “It’s
time to say goodbye.” —E.K.
NEW ECO-FRIENDLY APPAREL
... Berkeley’s Randy Brewer,
the-veteran-fashion-buyer-turned-

LILA GOLD & JAMES LLOYD REYNOLDS / PHOTO KEVIN BERNE

sustainable-clothing-retailer is
bringing repurposed leathers,
vegan shoes, accessories made
from recyclable plastics and other
eco-friendly apparel collections to
Palo Alto. He opened his upscale
clothing store Aiken — formerly
known as Convert — at Town
& Country Shopping Center
(between Sweaty Betty and Toss
Designs) in September. This is the
fourth store he’s opened since
founding the fashion company
in 2009 and the first one that’s
located beyond Berkeley and San
Francisco’s borders. Brewer works
with brands that are sustainably
produced, have eco-options
within their collections (or are
willing change the way they do
business), and make their products
in the United States. “I want my
customers to discover great
fashion... (that) they want to show
off, and know they are helping the
planet as an added bonus,” Brewer
wrote on the company’s website.
—L.T.
Compiled by the Weekly staff; this
week written by Elena Kadvany
and Linda Taaffe. Got leads on
interesting and news-worthy retail
developments? The Weekly will
check them out. Email shoptalk@
paweekly.com.

Music, theater, dance,
and more in the heart
of Silicon Valley

Bing Concert Hall
Stanford University

Kronos Quartet

Humans

Jordi Savall

David Bowie’s Blackstar

Music For Change:
The Banned Countries

Circa

The Routes of Slavery

Ambient Orchestra w/
Cellist Maya Beiser

Music from the original
seven “banned” countries—
Iran, Iraq, Libya, Somalia,
Sudan, Syria, and Yemen—
among others

This is not your grand threering event but circus at its most
intimate. The dancers and acrobats of the Australian based
company will defy gravity and
your expectations

SAT, O C T 20
7:30 P M
B I N G C O N C E RT H A L L

T H U & F R I, N OV 1 & 2
7:30 P M
B I N G C O N C E RT H A L L

The distinguished Catalan
musician pays homage to the
music of Europe, Africa, and
the Americas with a global
array of dancers, singers, and
musicians
S U N, N OV 4
4:00 P M
B I N G C O N C E RT H A L L

Arranged and conducted
by MIT professor Evan
Zaporyn in tribute to
the late David Bowie
W E D, N OV 7
7:30 P M
B I N G C O N C E RT H A L L

SEASON MEDIA SPONSORS

BUY
TICKETS

live.stanford.edu
650.724.2464
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Stanford Continuing Studies presents

A Celebration of Mind:
Mathematics, Art, and Magic

Martin Gardner was considered one of the pre-eminent magicians of the 20th century, an
expert on Lewis Carroll, a champion puzzler, and the creator of recreational mathematics.
Every year, dozens of mathematicians, artists, and magicians gather from around the
country for a Celebration of Mind to play, perform, and provoke the pleasures of perception
and illusion, all in the spirit of Gardner. This year, the Celebration of Mind is being held at
Stanford, and three of the movers and shakers behind these Celebrations—Henry
Segerman (mathematician), Alexa Meade (artist), and Mark Mitton (magician)—were
happy to put together a program for the general public. Please join us for an aesthetically and
delightfully entertaining evening of performances in a lively and lightly mathematical setting.

Saturday, October 20 • 7:30 pm
CEMEX Auditorium, GSB Knight Management Center
Stanford University • Free and open to the public
For more info:
continuingstudies.stanford.edu/events
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Saturday, October 13th, 1-6 PM

Country Fest with Touch-a-Truck,
Live Americana, Country & Bluegrass Bands
Line Dancing, Rides & Games
Emergency, Service & Military Vehicles Expo
Proceeds beneﬁt local health services and veteran orgs

Featuring:

Live music and
performances by:

Free kids zone
farmers market
Chili For charity
food trucks
craft beer,
wine & cocktails
artisans & crafts
@FacebookFestivals
www.FBintheCommunity.com
FBCommunityEvents@fb.com
Page 36
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California Cowboys
Jackson Michelson
Toree McGee
The Roaming
Hillbilly
Windy Hill Bluegrass
Lariat Larry
Line Dancing Kylie
1 Hacker Way, Menlo Park
Parking Lot 16

No pets please.
Trained service dogs only.

Movies
OPENINGS

‘Man’ up

Oscar-winning director races Neil Armstrong into space
0001/2 (Century 16)
Damien Chazelle’s “First
Man” — about astronaut Neil
Armstrong during the space-race
years — opens with Armstrong
on a solo test flight 140,000 feet
above the Mojave Desert. We
hear engines revving, a chassis
rattling; then, we see Ryan Gosling’s Armstrong, strapped into
his little craft, white-knuckling
his way toward the atmosphere.
It’s a panic-inducing opening
sequence, mostly played in tight
shots and on Gosling’s eyes. In
this, Chazelle pulls a “Saving
Private Ryan,” kicking off with a
“you-are-there” sequence of palpable intensity.
NASA’s legendary work in the
1960s has gotten plenty of attention from Hollywood over the
years but Chazelle finds a strongenough new angle in screenwriter
Josh Singer’s adaptation of the
James R. Hansen book “First

Man: The Life of Neil A. Armstrong.” By putting the focus on
the man, not only the “first man”
on the moon but the husband, the
father, the aeronautical engineer
and the daring pilot, Singer and
Chazelle can re-investigate familiar history in the form of genuine
drama.
As for that history, Chazelle
(“La La Land”) and ace production designer Nathan Crowley
(“Dunkirk”) do expert work
bringing Project Gemini and the
Apollo program back to life. One
can feel the technology making strides over the course of the
years covered (1961-1969), from
creaky fragility and rickety rivets
to the moon-landing technology
that enabled a national triumph
after years of taking hits from
Soviet space superiority.
Throughout the film, Singer
and Chazelle focus on the theme

“AS OSCAR WILDE, RUPERT EVERETT LIFTS
THE HAPPY PRINCE INTO THE STRATOSPHERE.”
-David Edelstein, NEW YORK MAGAZINE

RUPERT EVERETT
COLIN FIRTH

COLIN MORGAN

EDWIN THOMAS

of the ever-looming spectre of
death: from the brain tumor that
felled Armstrong’s daughter in
1962 to the deaths of his fellow
astronauts in a space program
that was mortally treacherous
at every stage. Gosling channels
Armstrong’s inhuman stress and
functional, but edgy, anxiety in a
performance of quiet brooding.
By focusing on Armstrong’s
human perspective, “First Man”
gives us a new window into the
costs and benefits of taking “one
small step for man, one giant leap
for mankind.”
Rated PG-13 for some thematic
content involving peril, and brief
strong language. Two hours, 21
minutes.
— Peter Canavese

AND

EMILY WATSON

WRITTEN AND DIRECTED BY

RUPERT EVERETT

WWW.SONYCLASSICS.COM

STARTS FRIDAY,
OCTOBER 12

VIEW THE TRAILER AT WWW.THEHAPPYPRINCE-FILM.COM

FOLLOW US ON

@PALOALTOONLINE

MOVIES NOW SHOWING
A Star is Born (R) ++1/2

Century 16: Fri. - Sun.

Aravinda Sametha Veera Raghava (Not Rated)
Bad Times at the El Royale (R)
Colette (R)

Century 16: Fri. - Sun.

Century 20: Fri. - Sun.

Crazy Rich Asians (PG-13) ++1/2
Century 20: Fri. - Sun.
Fahrenheit 11/9 (R) +++

Century 16: Fri. - Sun.

Aquarius Theatre: Fri. - Sun.

Century 16: Fri. - Sun.

Free Solo (PG-13)

Century 20: Fri. - Sun.

Goosebumps 2: Haunted Halloween (PG)
Century 20: Fri. - Sun.

Century 16: Fri. - Sun.

Aquarius Theatre: Fri. - Sun.

The Happy Prince (R)
The Hate U Give (PG-13)

Century 16: Fri. - Sun.

The House with a Clock in its Walls (PG)
Century 20: Fri. - Sun.
The Old Man & the Gun (PG-13)
Palo Alto Square: Fri. - Sun.
The Sisters Brothers (R)

Century 20: Fri. - Sun.

Century 16: Fri. - Sun.

Century 16: Fri. - Sun.

Night School (PG-13)

Venom (PG-13)

Century 20: Fri. - Sun.

Guild Theatre: Fri. - Sun.

First Man (PG-13)

Smallfoot (PG) ++

Century 20: Fri. - Sun.

Century 16: Fri. - Sun.

Century 20: Fri. - Sun.

Century 20: Fri. - Sun.

Century 20: Fri. - Sun.

Century 16: Fri. - Sun.
Century 16: Fri. - Sun.

Palo Alto Square: Fri. - Sun.

Century 20: Fri. - Sun.
Century 20: Fri. - Sun.

Movie times for Stanford Theatre were not available by press deadline.

Aquarius: 430 Emerson St., Palo Alto
(For recorded listings: 327-3241) tinyurl.com/Aquariuspa
Century Cinema 16: 1500 N. Shoreline Blvd., Mountain View
tinyurl.com/Century16
Century 20 Downtown: 825 Middlefield Road, Redwood City
tinyurl.com/Century20
CineArts at Palo Alto Square: 3000 El Camino Real, Palo Alto
(For information: 493-0128) tinyurl.com/Pasquare
Guild: 949 El Camino Real, Menlo Park
(For recorded listings: 566-8367) tinyurl.com/Guildmp
Stanford Theatre: 221 University Ave., Palo Alto
(For recorded listings: 324-3700) Stanfordtheatre.org
Find trailers, star ratings and reviews on the web
at PaloAltoOnline.com/movies

+ Skip it ++ Some redeeming qualities +++ A good bet ++++ Outstanding
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Home&Real Estate

OPEN HOME GUIDE 49
Also online at PaloAltoOnline.com

A weekly guide to home, garden and real estate news, edited by Elizabeth Lorenz

Home Front

A study in

contrasts

CHEESEMAKING CLASS
... If you’ve always wanted to
make your own cheese, try this
beginner’s class at Hidden Villa
on Sunday, Oct. 14, from
11 a.m. to 2 p.m. Jeannie
Mckenzie of Pinehaven Farm
will reveal the secret to making
chevre (goat cheese) as well as
feta and St. Maure. In addition
to learning everything you need
to know to make cheeses in
your own kitchen, you’ll have
the opportunity to sample other
Pinehaven Farm creations and
pick herbs and edible flowers to
add different notes to your own
cheese. Class size is limited to
ensure everyone gets full benefit
of this interactive session. Class
fee includes all materials you’ll
need. Adults and students 16 and
older. Cost is $70 per person. To
register, go to hiddenvilla.org.

One designer approaches
two kitchens differently

A

good interior designer knows there is
not one cookie-cutter solution to solving a problem.
That’s how Rise Krag, a Midpeninsula designer, approached two recent projects:
One is a 1960s Barron Park ranch house, the
other a more traditional home in Los Altos.
“Stylistically, the two kitchens are very different, but both utilize technology to make the
kitchen more functional,” Krag said.
Palo Altans Cheryl Oku and her husband
David Casseres didn’t start out to redo their
kitchen, though they realized it needed work.
“We’re a case of people who back into a remodel,” Oku said, noting that they started with
some exterior work, really liked their contractor, stuck with him, and found Krag to design
their kitchen.
“We had moved into the house about 20 years
before, and it was an owner remodel. The finishes and appliances were kind of low end. The
bones of the kitchen were not bad, but everything needed to be replaced, the cabinets were
starting to peel,” Oku said.
“It’s the main room in the house — a living
room, dining room, kitchen — and it didn’t feel
as inviting. It’s still pretty simple, but we needed
it to be more functional.”
Krag created a plan that relocated some of

DIVERSIFY WITH
ORNAMENTALS ... You don’t
have to plant vegetables or
water-sucking plants to diversify
your garden — instead, try
low-water ornamentals. UC
Master Gardener Martha
Carpenter will talk about which
plants to choose, during a free
presentation on ornamentals at
the Palo Alto Main Library on
Thursday, Oct. 18, at 7 p.m. You
may be familiar with California
native plants, but did you know
that there are Mediterranean
climates around the world
that have the same growing
conditions as here? They produce
many beautiful ornamentals that
grow very well here and need little
water. Fall is the best time to get
them into the ground so that they
can put down roots during the
winter. The Palo Alto Main Library
is located at 1213 Newell Road,
Palo Alto.
PUT A PUMPKIN IN IT ...
They’re weirdly shaped and
orange, but SummerWinds
nursery instructors will teach you
how to incorporate pumpkins
into your garden decor. The
30-minute free workshop will
be held on Sunday, Oct. 21,
at 9 a.m. To register, go to
summerwindsnursery.com. The
nursery is located at 725 San
Antonio Road in Palo Alto.

READ MORE ONLINE

PaloAltoOnline.com

There are more real estate features
online. Go to PaloAltoOnline.com/
real_estate.

Dean Biryini

Send notices of news and events related
to real estate, interior design, home
improvement and gardening to Home
Front, Palo Alto Weekly, P.O. Box 1610,
Palo Alto, CA 94302, or email elorenz@
paweekly.com. Deadline is one week
before publication.

Cherie Cordellos

by Carol Blitzer

Cheryl Oku and David Casseres’ new kitchen contrasts bamboo with white laminate
cabinets (fabricated by Segale Brothers), with a natural stone countertop and
backsplash. The wiring for the pendant lighting is well camouflaged.

the kitchen’s functions and put the dining room
closer to the view in the back.
That view, of a creek and a giant oak, is what
drew the couple to the house 20 years ago, and
it is what pleases them the most today.
“The real asset was the view of the creek.
It’s a beautiful setting, way underutilized. They
spent most of their time in the least attractive
part of the house,” Krag said, as she created
a more open plan with more emphasis on the
view.
“Now when working in the kitchen, you can
enjoy looking out at the creek. (There’s) lots
of natural sunlight,” Oku said. “Rise got us to
think a little differently about our living space,
and we’re enjoying it a lot,” Oku said.
Several years ago the owners raised the ceiling on their ranch house. While adding to the
feeling of spaciousness, the beamed ceiling had
no space below the roof, so attaching lighting
became a challenge. Krag solved this by
running the wiring along the planks in
the ceiling, camouflaging as much as
possible.
“In shifting the kitchen we wanted
pendants for greater illumination, that
had to be directly over the island. For the
counter along the wall, we used undercabinet lighting,” Krag said. Lighting
was also added above cabinets, adding
ambient lighting that washes up the tall
walls.
Other highlights include tall pullout
storage cabinets, new hardwood floors
and an island countertop of natural stone,
replacing the old butcher-block top that
was stained and scratched (and passed
on to the contractor for his office).
A key piece was working with an “integrator,” Krag said, who figured out
how to connect different functions of
the home electronically. An integrator
is a consultant who is knowledgeable on
all systems: heating/cooling, security,
network, shades, audio/video, lighting,
pool equipment, landscape and grey water, according to Tony Fisher of Fisher
Power & Data in Mountain View.
His work on the Barron Park house
including automated shades and motorized window openers on high windows,
as well as lighting and security cameras,
all controlled by a touch screen by the
Designer Rise Krag added details, including the
entry.
quartzite counter top, marble-mosaic backsplash
The second kitchen, a more tradiand stained-alder cabinets to blend the kitchen with tional one in Los Altos, presented quite
the rest of the country Italian-style home.
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different challenges. The owners chose the
home for the location, rather than the country
Italian-style, but they wanted any updates to
coordinate rather than replace that style, Krag
said.
“I was hired to try to transform it into something with cleaner lines,” she added.
Her plan called for adding new stained-alder
cabinets in “a traditional style that didn’t look
too alien to the rest of the architecture,” she
said.
Krag also needed to work around inset tiles
in the wood floors.
One challenge was the placement of the island and the dining table, which the couple
wanted to be perpendicular to each other. “We
played with (the table) being attached or not”
(it’s not), because they wanted to maximize the
ability to view certain sports shows while in
the kitchen.
Other problems to solve: how to install lighting in a very high ceiling, dealing with an odd
space for the refrigerator, the cooktop and hood
in a corner, displaying the family’s pitcher collection and adding a charging station to the island for laptop and phones.
The integrator, called in for this job too, was
challenged by how to overcome blocked cellphone and wifi signals in parts of the home,
and simplifying the audio/video system as well
as the pool and alarm, by using a single control.
Krag resolved one issue by designing a large,
circular pendant light fixture that hangs over
the dining table. “It’s not only a beautiful object
but a functional solution,” she said. Q
Freelance writer Carol Blitzer can be
emailed at carolgblitzer@gmail.com.

Resources:
Interior design: Rise Krag, RKI Interior
Design, San Carlos, 650-854-9090,
RKIInteriorDesign.com
Contractor (for Palo Alto kitchen):
Jim Humphrey, JH Construction &
Remodeling, Sunnyvale, 408-3796285, 650-949-1452, jh-cr.com
Contractor (for Los Altos kitchen):
Jim Campi, Campi Construction,
Los Altos Hills, 650-941-2908,
campiconstruction.com
Integrator: Anthony Fisher, Fisher
Power & Data Inc., Mountain View,
650-964-1000

IT'S A GREAT TIME TO BUY A HOME!
328 Churchill Avenue, Palo Alto - Old Palo Alto
This striking 4 bedroom/5.5 bath home is a bold representation of
contemporary architecture embracing enduring principles of modern
design.

OPEN SUNDAY, OCTOBER 14, 1:30-4:30

A dramatic two-story vaulted ceiling rises 23+ ft. above the center of
the home and hallway that leads to the stunning living room with 13+ ft.
ceilings. Natural light streams through artistically arranged windows and
skylights.
All public rooms open to the surrounding garden landscaped in serene
shades of green with occasional pops of brilliant color.
Living Area: 4,611 sq. ft. | Lot Size: 9,750 sq. ft. (Per county records, unveriﬁed)

Offered at $6,238,000
www.328Churchill.com

47 Hamilton Court, Palo Alto - Crescent Park
Captivating curb appeal hints at the interior beauty of this classic
5 bedroom/2.5 bath Cape Cod home situated on a quiet cul-de-sac
near downtown Palo Alto.

OPEN SUNDAY, OCTOBER 14, 1:30-4:30

The home's public rooms are perfectly arranged and proportioned for
comfortable living. The remodeled kitchen adjoins the family/dining
room with a soaring open beam ceiling. Three pairs of French doors open
to an inviting brick terrace overlooking the pool.
A romantic master suite with spa-like bath is on the main ﬂoor, and there
are 4 family bedrooms and a remodeled bath on the second level.
A picturesque and private garden surrounds the home.
Living Area: 3,388 sq. ft. | Lot Size 8,588 sq. ft. (Per county records, unveriﬁed)

Offered at $5,995,000
www.47HamiltonCt.com

1087 Fife Avenue, Palo Alto - Community Center
An attractive eco-friendly front garden is the ﬁrst impression of the
appealing modern design of this 6 bedroom/ 2.5 bath home. Simple
clean architecture melds harmoniously with stylish interior appointments.

OPEN SUNDAY, OCTOBER 14, 1:30-4:30

The living room features a dramatic high open-beam ceiling and
connects to the dining area with two large sliding doors that open to
a sunny deck and pool. A sleekly remodeled European-style kitchen
adjoins a spacious family room.
The outstanding location is within blocks to Addison Elementary, Eleanor
Pardee and Rinconada parks, the Community Center and dynamic
Downtown Palo Alto.
Living Area: 3,086 sq. ft. | Lot Size 8,518 sq. ft. (Per county records, unveriﬁed)

Offered at $4,475,000
www.1087Fife.com

Carol Carnevale

Nicole Aron

BRE#00946687

RE#00952657

Included among the top Real Estate Teams in the Nation by the Wall Street Journal

C :: 650-465-5958 E :: carolandnicole@apr.com
State-of-the-art real estate, State-of-the-heart relationships!
Stay Connected!

586 Palo Alto Sales.....and counting

www.CarolAndNicole.com
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706 MATADERO AVENUE
PALO ALTO
4 bedrooms

OPEN HOUSE
FRIDAY 9:30AM - 5PM
SAT & SUN 1:30 - 4:30PM

black
APR

CART

JOIN US
FOR TREATS
SAT 1:30-3:30pm

■

3 baths ■ 2,368± sf home ■ 6,215± sf lot
http://www.706Matadero.com

ONE OF A KIND

• 8 years new 4 bedroom and 3 bath
home with 2368± sf of living space and
6215± sf lot
• Atrium at the center of the home
cascades natural light to all parts of the
home
• Large living room opens to enclosed
front patio great for entertaining
• 14 ft high ceilings, 10 ft high barn-style
doors throughout
• Contemporary kitchen complete with
granite countertops, sleek custom
cabinets, custom ventilation hood and
spacious center island

• 4th bedroom with full bath and
separate entrance can be a private
guest quarter
• 1 car attached garage with overhead
storage. 2 driveways
• Low maintenance yards with a garbage
enclosure in front and a waterfall in the
backyard
• A private sanctuary close to all the Bay
Area conveniences and at center of
cutting-edge research and technology
• Designed by John Wheatman; built by
James Crist
• Excellent Palo Alto schools

OFFERED AT $3,888,000

Broker Associate, MBA
License #01399145

Real Estate. Real Services. Real Results.

650.687.7388
sophie@apr.com
SophieTsang.com
15+ Years of Excellence
6TXDUHIRRWDJHDFUHDJHDQGRWKHULQIRUPDWLRQKHUHLQKDVEHHQUHFHLYHGIURPRQHRUPRUHRIDYDULHW\RIGLIIHUHQWVRXUFHV6XFKLQIRUPDWLRQKDVQRWEHHQYHULƓHGE\$ODLQ3LQHO5HDOWRUV,ILPSRUWDQWWREX\HUVEX\HUVVKRXOGFRQGXFWWKHLURZQLQYHVWLJDWLRQ
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45 ROBERTA DRIVE, WOODSIDE, CA 94062
Prime central Woodside newly constructed contemporary farmhouse estate compound. Experience state of the art luxury
living on one Woodside’s most exclusive private streets. Spanning 4 landscaped level acres, this 9400 sq. ft residence
spans three levels, with 5 en-suite bedrooms, a separate en-suite office, 2 garages with 6+-car parking, 3 stall barn and a
1500 sq. ft. 2 bedroom, 2 bathroom guest cottage. Designed to enhance the intimacy of day to day family life as comfortably
as large scale entertaining, enjoy a quintessential Woodside lifestyle in the privacy of your own landscaped park setting.

WWW.45ROBERTADRIVE.COM
Linda Hymes, REALTOR®
415.377.6061
lhymes@interorealestate.com

OFFERED AT
$21,800,000

www.lindahymes.com
Lic.#01917074
©2018 Intero Real Estate Services Inc., a Berkshire Hathaway affiliate and a wholly owned subsidiary of HomeServices of America, Inc. All rights reserved. All information deemed reliable but not guaranteed. This is not intended as a solicitation if you are listed with another broker.

INTERO MENLO PARK
930 SANTA CRUZ AVENUE
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650.543.7740
WWW.INTERO.COM

THIS WEEKEND OPEN HOMES
UNLESS OTHERWISE NOTED, ALL TIMES ARE 1:30-4:30 PM
3 Bedrooms - Townhouse

ATHERTON
5 Bedrooms
1 Heritage Ct
Sat 1-4
Alain Pinel Realtors

$6,250,000
529-1111

83 Moulton Dr
Sat/Sun 1-5
Deleon Realty

$5,988,000
543-8500

EAST PALO ALTO
5 Bedrooms
444 Larkspur Dr
Sat/Sun 1-4 Debbie Nichols

$1,200,000
996-3191

LOS ALTOS

4 Bedrooms

240 Ringwood Av
Sun
Alain Pinel Realtors

$1,749,000
851-1961
$4,388,000
462-1111

2328 Branner Dr
$2,998,000
Sun 2-4
Golden Gate Sotheby’s International Realty
847-1141

5 Bedrooms

1943 Camino A Los Cerros
Sat/Sun 1-4 Coldwell Banker

$5,798,000
324-4456

8 Bedroom

3 Bedrooms
222 Pasa Robles Av
Sat/Sun 1-4 Coldwell Banker

212 Sand Hill Ci Cir
Sat/Sun
Coldwell Banker

$2,599,000
323-7751

3627 & 3629 Alameda De Las Pulgas $5,688,000
Sat/Sun
Coldwell Banker
323-7751

1320 Country Club Dr
$2,600,000
Sat/Sun 1-4 Intero Real Estate Services 947-4700

MOUNTAIN VIEW

5 Bedrooms

400 Ortega Av #A-109
$875,000
Sat/Sun Intero Real Estate Services 947-4700

770 University Av
$5,299,000
Sun
Golden Gate Sotheby’s International Realty
644-3474

LOS ALTOS HILLS
$6,200,000
462-1111

27464 Altamont Rd
$6,000,000
Sun
Golden Gate Sotheby’s International Realty
644-3474
10600 Chardonnay Ln
$4,685,000
Sun
Golden Gate Sotheby’s International Realty
941-4300
25055 La Loma Dr
$9,880,000
Sat
Mansell & Company, Inc. 948-0811

5 Bedrooms
11681 Dawson Dr
Sat/Sun 1-5
Deleon Realty

$4,988,000
543-8500

MENLO PARK

610 View St
Sat/Sun 1-4

Sereno Group

2080 Marich Way #24
Sat/Sun 1-4 Coldwell Banker

5 Bedrooms

336 Mariposa Av
Sun
Deleon Realty

$2,698,000
947-2900

$5,498,000
543-8500

251 Carolina Ln
Sun 1-4
Coldwell Banker

$2,895,000
324-4456

3 Bedrooms - Condominium

447 College Av
$1,925,000
Sat/Sun 1-4 Intero Real Estate Services 947-4700

3 Bedrooms - Townhouse

670 San Antonio Rd #37
$1,575,000
Sat/Sun 1-4 Intero Real Estate Services 947-4700

$4,999,888
323-1111
$6,198,000
454-8500
$4,988,000
543-8500
$6,988,000
543-8500
$5,995,000
462-1111
$7,288,000
543-8500

SAN JOSE
2 Bedrooms
1496 Douglas St
$799,000
Sat 2-5/Sun 12-3 Pacific Union International 415-988-2248

3 Bedrooms
1860 Seville Way
$1,150,000
Sun 1:30-4
Golden Gate Sotheby’s International Realty
847-1141

SANTA CLARA
3 Bedrooms

6 Bedrooms

812 Lincoln Av
$6,888,000
Sat 1:30-4:30/Sun 2-4 Alain Pinel Realtors 462-1111
1087 Fife Av
$4,475,000
Sun
Alain Pinel Realtors
462-1111
931 Laurel Glen Dr
$6,995,000
Sun
Alain Pinel Realtors
323-1111

2052 Jamison Pl
Sat
Deleon Realty

7 Bedrooms

SARATOGA

702 Rosewood Dr
$5,998,000
Sat/Sun Keller Williams - Palo Alto 454-8500

PORTOLA VALLEY
3 Bedrooms

271 S Balsamina Way
$2,695,000
Sun
Intero Real Estate Services 543-7740
14 Tynan Way
$2,295,000
Sun
Coldwell Banker
851-2666

5 Bedrooms
$1,648,000
325-6161

PALO ALTO
3 Bedrooms

3751 El Centro
Sun 2-4
Alain Pinel Realtors
1820 Bret Harte St
Sat/Sun Keller Williams Palo Alto
161 Bryant St
Sat
Deleon Realty
1117 Hamilton Av
Sat
Deleon Realty
47 Hamilton Ct
Sun
Alain Pinel Realtors
1321 Harker Av
Sat
Deleon Realty

707 Westridge Dr
Sun
Coldwell Banker

$10,995,000
324-4456

REDWOOD CITY

$1,498,000
543-8500

3 Bedrooms - Townhouse
2462 Golf Links Cir
Sun 2-4
Coldwell Banker

$1,430,000
324-4456

5 Bedrooms
18000 Rodeo Creek Hollow
Sat
Deleon Realty

$4,488,000
543-8500

STANFORD
6 Bedrooms
541 San Juan St
$4,700,000
Sun 2-4
Golden Gate Sotheby’s International Realty
847-1141

SUNNYVALE
4 Bedrooms

3 Bedrooms

1 Woodridge St
Sat/Sun
Coldwell Banker

$2,495,000
324-4456

1584 Partridge Ct
$1,988,000
Sat/Sun 1-5 Intero Real Estate Services 947-4700

WOODSIDE

SAN CARLOS

4 Bedrooms

3 Bedrooms

215 Lemoore Dr
Sat/Sun 1-5 Coldwell Banker

3 Bedrooms - Townhouse

$2,095,000
851-2666

6 Quail Ct
$3,980,000
Sun 2-4 Intero Real Estate Services 543-7740

6 Bedrooms

6 Chicory Ln
Sun
Deleon Realty

$1,498,000
543-8500

460 Las Pulgas Dr
Sun
Deleon Realty

$5,988,000
543-8500

4 Bedrooms

2 Bedrooms
1041 Menlo Oaks Dr
Call for price
Sat/Sun 2-4
Golden Gate Sotheby’s International Realty
847-1141

3 Bedrooms
386 Encinal Av
$2,850,000
Sun 1-4 Pacific Union International 314-7200
754 15th Av
$1,699,000
Sat/Sun 2-4
Golden Gate Sotheby’s International Realty
847-1141
539 Bay Rd
Sat/Sun 1-4 Coldwell Banker

3 Bedrooms

3 Bedrooms - Townhouse

4 Bedrooms
12795 Normandy Ln
Sun
Alain Pinel Realtors

2 Bedrooms - Condominium

5 Bedrooms

$1,998,000
324-4456

3 Bedrooms - Condominium
675 Sharon Park Dr #134
Sun
Deleon Realty

$1,288,000
543-8500

2389 Sharon Rd
Sat/Sun 1-5
Deleon Realty

$1,488,000
543-8500

2749 Cowper St
$2,998,000
Sat/Sun 12-5 Intero Real Estate Services 622-1000
2146 Louis Rd
Sat/Sun
Alain Pinel Realtors

$3,595,000
462-1111

777 Seale Av
Sat/Sun 1-5
Deleon Realty

$4,788,000
543-8500

4020 Manzana Ln
Sat/Sun 1-5
Deleon Realty

$2,488,000
543-8500

3790 Redwood Cir
Call for price
Sat/Sun
Golden Gate Sotheby’s International Realty
847-1141
1850 Waverley St
$4,750,000
Sun
Golden Gate Sotheby’s International Realty
644-3474
1690 Edgewood Dr
$4,588,000
Sun 1-5 Intero Real Estate Services 622-1000
328 Churchill Av
Sun
Alain Pinel Realtors

$6,238,000
462-1111

®

The DeLeon Difference®
650.543.8500
www.deleonrealty.com
650.543.8500 | www.deleonrealty.com | DeLeon Realty CalBRE #01903224

1170 SACRAMENTO STREET 3C, NOB HILL

$$ FOR SALE $$

Today’s
news, sports
& hot picks

Non MLS Homes & Land
Call Jan

JAN STROHECKER

, SRES

“Experience Counts 32 Years Top Sales Performance”
Realtor, DRE #00620365

Fresh news
delivered
daily
Sign up today at
PaloAltoOnline.com

Residential • Land • 1031 Exchanges

Direct: (650) 906-6516

Gorgeous condominium in fantastic Nob Hill location!

Email: janstrohecker@yahoo.com

2 bed | 2.5 bath | 1 pk
direct Coit Tower & Bay views
Private Elevator Foyer and Sonos!

www.janstrohecker.com

CALL Jan Today
for Best Results!

1170Sacramento3C.com

NINA
HATVANY
415.345.3022

nina@ninahatvany.com
License # 01152226

NEW PRICE

$3,000,000
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Marketplace
PLACE
AN AD
ONLINE
fogster.com

E-MAIL
ads@fogster.com

HONE
P650.326.8216
Now you can log on to
fogster.com, day or night
and get your ad started
immediately online.
Most listings are free and
include a one-line free
print ad in our Peninsula
newspapers with the
option of photos and
additional lines. Exempt
are employment ads,
which include a web
listing charge. Home
Services and Mind & Body
Services require contact
with a Customer Sales
Representative.
So, the next time you
have an item to sell,
barter, give away or
buy, get the perfect
combination: print ads in
your local newspapers,
reaching more than
150,000 readers, and
unlimited free web
postings reaching
hundreds of thousands
additional people!!

INDEX
QBULLETIN

BOARD
100-155
QFOR SALE
200-270
QKIDS STUFF
330-390
QMIND & BODY
400-499
QJ
 OBS
500-560
QB
 USINESS
SERVICES
600-699
QH
 OME
SERVICES
700-799
QFOR RENT/
FOR SALE
REAL ESTATE
801-899
QP
 UBLIC/LEGAL
NOTICES
995-997
The publisher waives any and all claims
or consequential damages due to errors
Embarcadero Media cannot assume
responsibility for the claims or performance
of its advertisers. Embarcadero Media right
to refuse, edit or reclassify any ad solely at its
discretion without prior notice.

fogster.com

TM

THE PENINSULA’S
FREE CLASSIFIEDS WEB SITE
Combining the reach of the Web with
print ads reaching over 150,000 readers!

fogster.com is a unique web site offering FREE postings from communities throughout the Bay Area and
an opportunity for your ad to appear in the Palo Alto Weekly, The Almanac and the Mountain View Voice.
150 Volunteers

Bulletin
Board

FRIENDS OF THE PALO ALTO LIBRARY
JOIN OUR ONLINE STOREFRONT TEAM
Study testing app for depression

Palo Alto, 3668 South Court, Oct 13
8am-4pm

Mind
& Body

240 Furnishings/
Household items
WAREHOUSE SALE

245 Miscellaneous

115 Announcements
DID YOU KNOW
that newspapers serve an engaged
audience and that 79% still read a
print newspaper? Newspapers need to
be in your mix! Discover the Power of
Newspaper Advertising. For more info
email cecelia@cnpa.com or call (916)
288-6011. (Cal-SCAN)
DID YOU KNOW
7 IN 10 Americans or 158 million U.S.
Adults read content from newspaper
media each week? Discover the Power
of Newspaper Advertising. For a free
brochure call 916-288-6011 or email
cecelia@cnpa.com (Cal-SCAN)
EVERY BUSINESS
has a story to tell! Get your message out
with California’s PRMedia Release — the
only Press Release Service operated by
the press to get press! For more info
contact Cecelia @ 916-288-6011 or
http://prmediarelease.com/california
(Cal-SCAN)

For Sale
202 Vehicles Wanted
WANTED! Old Porsche
356/911/912 for restoration by hobbyist
1948-1973 Only. Any condition, top $
paid! PLEASE LEAVE MESSAGE
1-707-965-9546. Email:
porscherestoration@yahoo.com.
(Cal-SCAN)

210 Garage/Estate
Sales
Palo Alto, 1280 Pine Street, 8a-noonish

SAWMILLS from only $4397.00
MAKE & SAVE MONEY with your own
bandmill- Cut lumber any dimension.
In stock ready to ship! FREE Info/DVD:
www.NorwoodSawmills.com
1-800-567-0404 Ext.300N (Cal-SCAN)
Used Book Sale

425 Health Services
FDA-Registered Hearing Aids
100% Risk-Free! 45-Day Home Trial.
Comfort Fit. Crisp Clear Sound. If you
decide to keep it, PAY ONLY $299 per
aid. FREE Shipping. Call Hearing Help
Express 1- 844-234-5606 (Cal-SCAN)

Sign up today at
PaloAltoWeekly.com

Medical-Grade HEARING AIDS
for LESS THAN $200! FDA-Registered.
Crisp, clear sound, state of-the-art
features & no audiologist needed.
Try it RISK FREE for 45 Days! CALL
1-877-736-1242 (Cal-SCAN)
OXYGEN - Anytime. Anywhere!
No tanks to refill. No deliveries. The AllNew Inogen One G4 is only 2.8 pounds!
FAA approved! FREE info kit:
1-844-359-3976. (Cal-SCAN)

440 Massage Therapy
Home massage by French masseuse

The local news you care
about is one click away.

“Getting Shift-E” — moving over. Matt Jones

This week’s SUDOKU

Answers on page 52.

Answers on page 52.

Bossa Nova/Jazz Concert 9/29 in - $15
donation
FREE BOOK/MEDIA GIVEWAWAY
HUGE BOOK SALE OCT 13 & 14
Seniors Find Something To Do
Make the most of your free time. See
the activity in your zip code.
Young Guitarist House Concert - $15-20
donation/seat

133 Music Lessons
Christina Conti Piano
Private piano lessons. In your home
or mine. Bachelor of Music, 20+ years
exp. 650/493-6950
CMEC Music Instruction
Covenant Music Education Center
(CMEC) invites children and youth
wishing to enroll in private music
lessons in piano, voice, flute, violin,
brasses and organ. Contact Covenant
Music Education Center at 650-494-1760
or covenant presbyterian.net/cmec.
Guitar Lessons For Engineers
Please see www.rkguitar.com for
musical samples and details.

135 Group Activities

www.sudoku.name

Senior Creativity Event for anyone

145 Non-Profits
Needs
DONATE YOUR CAR, TRUCK OR BOAT
TO HERITAGE FOR THE BLIND. FREE
3 Day Vacation, Tax Deductible, Free
Towing, All Paperwork Taken Care of.
Call 1-844-491-2884 (Cal-SCAN)
Got an older car, boat or RV?
Do the humane thing. Donate it to the
Humane Society. Call 1- 844-335-2616
(Cal-SCAN)
DONATE BOOKS/SUPPORT PA LIBRARY
Volunteer help wanted
WISHLIST FRIENDS PA LIBRARY

No phone
number in the ad?

GO TO

fogster.com
for contact information

Across
1 Cut coupons, say
5 Show whose 50th season
would premiere in 2024
8 Holiday driver, in a phrase
14 Sea movement
15 Japanese for “yes”
16 “Let’s hide out!”
17 Animal that’s a source of
Musk?
19 Home theater component
20 Every last one
21 Handler of meteorology?
23 Indian yogurt drink
25 “I Am America (And ___ You!)”
(2007 Stephen Colbert book)
26 Lofty
29 Agcy. combating price fixing
30 Hanoi lunar festival
33 Falco of two HBO series
36 Fantasy group
38 Circumvent
40 Clapton-inspired New
Orleans dish?
43 Kick back

44 Old Norse letter
45 Name associated with IRAs
46 Shadowy figure
47 Use a crowbar
49 Group associated with
Brooklyn since 2012
51 “No Logo” author Naomi
53 Jon of “Napoleon Dynamite”
57 British prep school offering
singing lessons?
62 Actress Gabor
63 Wheat-free soy sauce
64 Advice to “Star Wars” fans?
66 Hot dish stand
67 “It’s a dog ___ dog world out
there”
68 “Akeelah and the Bee” star
Palmer
69 Says
70 ___-pitch softball
71 They may be beady
Down
1 Great buy
2 ___ Wafers (Nabisco brand)

3 Matinee stars
4 You can’t take a Scantron
with it
5 Oxford, e.g.
6 “The Lion King” lioness
7 Does some workout tasks
8 Cut in half
9 Like some shady calls
10 Metallic quality
11 “Wheel of Fortune” creator
Griffin
12 Neighborhood
13 Luminous sign gas
18 It ended in 1945
22 Scientist Albert who studied
LSD
24 “Come Back, Little ___”
(William Inge play)
27 Rockstar Games game, to
fans
28 Shakespeare play split into
two parts
30 Luau root
31 Do some cutting and pasting
32 Part of MIT, for short

33 Messes up
34 Like one end of a pool
35 Sit ___ by (take no action)
37 Tempe sch.
39 Poet’s output
41 Da Gama, for one
42 Word in some obits
48 Makes alterations to
50 The other side
51 Unscrupulous man
52 Features to count
54 Loser to Truman and FDR
55 Draw forth
56 Landscaping tools
57 “Julius Caesar” inquiry
58 Pie shop purchase
59 Leave out
60 Skewed type (abbr.)
61 ___ the Elder (Roman
statesman)
65 Scrape by, with “out”
©2018 Jonesin’ Crosswords (editor@
jonesincrosswords.com)

go to fogster.com to respond to ads without phone numbers
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MARKETPLACE the printed version of

fogster.com

TM

Jobs
500 Help Wanted
Software Engineer
Software Engineer, Palo Alto, CA.
Develop scalable, secure multitier, server-side software. Apply
cryptographic techniques in a
clustered computing environment.
Use of Hadoop, HDFS, data processing
flow, including mappers, reducers,
partitioners, combiners. Tune
performance using inverted indexes
and index compression. Master’s
degree or equiv. in Computer Science.
Knowledge of parallel programming,
Hadoop, HDFS, inverted indexes and
index compression. Mail resumes to
1117 S. California Avenue, Palo Alto, CA
94304 or email resumes to Symphony
Communication Services LLC hr@
symphony.com Job code bz20189001.

Sr. Toxicologist
Sr. Toxicologists needed in our
Mountain View, CA offices to provide
risk assessment guidance and
leadership to clients involved in the safe
manufacture of potent new chemical
entities and other toxic materials to
carry out the following duties: Develop
occupational toxicology documents
including: Occupational exposure
limits (OELs), acceptable surface limits
(ASLs), occupational health (hazard)
categorizations (OHCs), and safety
data sheets (SDSs); develop product
safety documents including acceptable
daily exposure (ADE) determinations
for product purity purposes and the
prevention of cross-contamination from
product residues impurities and other
contaminants.
Position requires Ph.D. or foreign
equivalent degree in pharmacology and
toxicology or directly related field and
5 years of toxicology experience in the
pharmaceutical or biopharmaceutical
industry conducting toxicology risk
assessment. Employer will accept
a Master’s degree and 8 years of
experience in lieu of a Ph.D. and 5 years

Answers to this week’s puzzles, which can be found on page 51.

of experience.
Send resumes to HR, Attn: Jamie Dill,
Trinity Consultants, Inc., 12700 Park
Central Drive, Suite 2100, Dallas, TX
75251.

Business
Services
601 Accounting/
Bookkeeping
ADMIN. ASSISTANT
bkpg incl payroll, bill paying, tax prep.
Leave contact name and telephone at
650-968-5680 or email to kara@jps.net.

604 Adult Care
Offered
A PLACE FOR MOM
The nation’s largest senior living referral
service. Contact our trusted,local
experts today! Our service is FREE/
no obligation. CALL 1-855-467-6487.
(Cal-SCAN)

624 Financial
ARE YOU BEHIND $10k OR MORE
ON YOUR TAXES? Stop wage & bank
levies, liens & audits, unfiled tax returns,
payroll issues, & resolve tax debt FAST.
Call 855-970-2032. (Cal-SCAN)
Unable to work due to injury
or illness? Call Bill Gordon & Assoc.,
Social Security Disability Attorneys! FREE
Evaluation. Local Attorneys Nationwide
1-844-879-3267. Mail: 2420 N St NW,
Washington DC. Office: Broward Co. FL
(TX/NM Bar.) (Cal-SCAN)

636 Insurance
DENTAL INSURANCE
Call Physicians Mutual Insurance
Company for details. NOT just a
discount plan, REAL coverage for 350
procedures. 1-855-472-0035 or
http://www.dental50plus.com/canews
Ad# 6118 (Cal-SCAN)
Lowest Prices
on Health & Dental Insurance. We have
the best rates from top companies! Call
Now! 888-989-4807. (Cal-SCAN)
SAVE
on Medicare Supplement Insurance!
Get a FAST and FREE Rate Quote from
Medicare.com. No Cost! No Obligation!
Compare Quotes from Major Insurance
Cos. Operators Standing By. CALL
1-855-690-0310. (Cal-SCAN)

640 Legal Services
DID YOU KNOW
that the average business spends the
equivalent of nearly 1 ½ days per week
on digital marketing activities? CNPA
can help save you time and money. For
more info email cecelia@cnpa.com or
call (916) 288-6011. (Cal-SCAN)

Home
Services

THE PENINSULA’S FREE CLASSIFIEDS WEBSITE
TO RESPOND TO ADS WITHOUT PHONE NUMBERS
GO TO WWW.FOGSTER.COM
DISH TV $59.99
For 190 Channels $14.95 High Speed
Internet. Free Installation, Smart HD
DVR Included, Free Voice Remote. Some
restrictions apply. 1-844-536-5233.
(Cal-SCAN)

715 Cleaning
Services
PA Molly Maid, Inc.
Give yourself the gift of time and let
Molly Maid clean your home, contact
us at 650-965-1105 or at pamollymaid@
aol.com

751 General
Contracting
A NOTICE TO READERS:
It is illegal for an unlicensed person
to perform contracting work on any
project valued at $500.00 or more in
labor and materials. State law also
requires that contractors include their
license numbers on all advertising.
Check your contractor’s status at
www.cslb.ca.gov or 800-321-CSLB
(2752). Unlicensed persons taking
jobs that total less than $500.00
must state in their advertisements
that they are not licensed by the
Contractors State License Board.

757 Handyman/
Repairs
Water Damage to Your Home?
Call for a quote for professional cleanup
& maintain the value of your home! Set
an appt. today! Call 1-855-401-7069
(Cal-SCAN)
Musante Builders Handyman
Licensed Contractor and Handyman
I fix homes. From small jobs to Kitchen
and Bath Remodeling. musantebuilders.
com-free estimates.
650-722-4773 CSLB #977272

Real
Estate
801 Apartments/
Condos/Studios
Apartment for Rent
Menlo Park 1 BR-Nr Dwnt, $2000/month
unfurnished
San Carlos, 2 BR/2 BA - $3000
San Carlos, 2 BR/2 BA - $2,900

811 Office Space
Office Available Downtown Menlo
Office space available, Downtown
Menlo Park.
3 offices currently Available.
1 - 315 s.f., interior office with
Skylight Natural Light.
1 - 352 s.f., interior office with Sun
Tunnel Natural Light.
1 - 703 s.f., Exterior window office
suite of 3 offices.
Very private in a clean well lighted
office space.
650-218-3669

707 Cable/Satellite

815 Rentals Wanted

DIRECTV SELECT PACKAGE!
Over 150 Channels, ONLY $35/month
(for 12 mos.) Order Now! Get a $100
AT&T Visa Rewards Gift Card (some
restrictions apply) CALL 1-866-249-0619
(Cal-SCAN)

825 Homes/Condos
for Sale

855 Real Estate
Services
RETIRED COUPLE $$$$
for business purpose Real Estate loans.
Credit unimportant. V.I.P. Trust Deed
Company www.viploan.com Call
818 248-0000 Broker-principal BRE
01041073. (Cal-SCAN)

890 Real Estate
Wanted
KC BUYS HOUSES - FAST - CASH
Any Condition. Family owned &
Operated . Same day offer! (951) 7772518 WWW.KCBUYSHOUSES.COM
(Cal-SCAN)

Legal
Notices
995 Fictitious Name
Statement
AJ’S QUICK CLEAN CENTER
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
File No.: FBN646128
The following person (persons) is (are)
doing business as:
AJ’S Quick Clean Center, located at 3175
Middlefield Rd., Palo Alto, CA 94306,
Santa Clara County.
This business is owned by: An
Individual.
The name and residence address of the
registrant(s) is(are):
JOOYONG LEE
460 Saratoga Ave. Apt 101
San Jose, CA 95129
Registrant began transacting business
under the fictitious business name(s)
listed above on N/A.
This statement was filed with the
County Clerk-Recorder of Santa Clara
County on September 6, 2018.
(PAW Sept. 21, 28; Oct. 5, 12, 2018)
SAVVY TAX AND BOOKKEEPING
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
File No.: FBN646597
The following person (persons) is (are)
doing business as:
Savvy Tax and Bookkeeping, located at
16165 Monterey Road, #207, Morgan
Hill, CA 95037, Santa Clara County.
This business is owned by: An
Individual.
The name and residence address of the
registrant(s) is(are):
ZDENKA KOLARIK
305 Vineyard Town Center, #257
Morgan Hill, CA 95037
Registrant began transacting business
under the fictitious business name(s)
listed above on 09/19/2018.
This statement was filed with the
County Clerk-Recorder of Santa Clara
County on September 19, 2018.
(PAW Sept. 28; Oct. 5, 12, 19, 2018)
ODORI SUSHI & TEPPANYAKI
GENKI SUSHI
SUSHI MONSTER
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT
File No.: FBN647028
The following person (persons) is (are)
doing business as:
1.) Odori Sushi & Teppanyaki, 2.) Genki
Sushi, 3.) Sushi Monster, located at 2111

Couple Seeks Long Term Rental

Redwood City, 5+ BR/3 BA - $2,765,000

El Camino Real, Palo Alto, CA 94306,
Santa Clara County.
This business is owned by: A
Corporation.
The name and residence address of the
registrant(s) is(are):
ODORI SUSHI & TEPPANYAKE INC.
2111 El Camino Real
Palo Alto, CA 94306
Registrant began transacting business
under the fictitious business name(s)
listed above on September 1, 2018.
This statement was filed with the
County Clerk-Recorder of Santa Clara
County on September 28, 2018.
(PAW Oct. 5, 12, 19, 26, 2018)
BRAIN HEALTH PARTNERS
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT
File No.: FBN646981
The following person (persons) is (are)
doing business as:
Brain Health Partners, located at 2875
Middlefield Road, Suite 8, Palo Alto, CA
94306, Santa Clara County.
This business is owned by: A
Corporation.
The name and residence address of the
registrant(s) is(are):
BRAIN HEALTH PARTNERS, A
PROFESSIONAL PSYCHOLOGICAL
CORPORATION
2875 Middlefield Road, Suite 8
Palo alto, CA 94306
Registrant began transacting business
under the fictitious business name(s)
listed above on 8/27/2018.
This statement was filed with the
County Clerk-Recorder of Santa Clara
County on September 28, 2018.
(PAW Oct. 12, 19, 26; Nov. 2, 2018)

997 All Other Legals
NOTICE TO CREDITORS OF BULK SALE
(UCC Sec. 6105)
Escrow No. 1814180AW
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that a bulk
sale is about to be made. The name(s),
business address(es) of the Seller(s) are:
KYUNG H. CHOI AND KILL CHA CHO,
3175 MIDDLEFIELD ROAD, PALO ALTO,
CA 94306
Doing Business as: AJ’S QUICK CLEAN
CENTER
All other business name(s) and
address(es) used by the Seller(s) within
three years, as stated by the Seller(s),
is/are:
The name(s) and address of the Buyer(s)
is/are: JOO YONG LEE, 460 SARATOGA
AVE, APT 101, SAN JOSE, CA 95129
The assets being sold are generally
described as: FIXTURES, EQUIPMENT,
INVENTORY AND ALL BUSINESS ASSETS
and are located at: 3175 MIDDLEFIELD
ROAD, PALO ALTO, CA 94306
The bulk sale is intended to be
consummated at the office of: BAY
AREA ESCROW SERVICES and the
anticipated sale date is OCTOBER 31,
2018
The bulk sale IS subject to California
Uniform Commercial Code(s) sections
set forth above.
The name and address of the person
with whom claims may be filed is: BAY
AREA ESCROW SERVICES, 2817 CROW
CANYON RD, STE 102, SAN RAMON, CA
94583 and the last date for filing claims
by any creditor shall be date on which
the notice is the Business day before
the sale date specified above.
Dated: OCTOBER 4, 2018
JOO YONG LEE, Buyer(s)
LA2117535 PALO ALTO WEEKLY
10/12/18

Fogster.com is a unique website offering
FREE postings from communities throughout
the Bay Area and an opportunity for your
ad to appear in the Palo Alto Weekly.

We handle all your Legal publishing needs
To assist you with your legal advertising needs
Call Alicia Santillan at 650-223-6578
or email asantillan@paweekly.com
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Sports
Shorts

UNDER THE OAK TREE ...Menlo
College women’s volleyball
Lucyanna Herrera was named the
Golden State Athletic Conference’s
Defender of the Week. It’s the third
time an Oaks’ volleyball player has
been honored this season. Herrera
turned in one of her finest weeks
as an Oak this past week as Menlo
swept three conference games and
she recorded a combined 60 digs,
including a career-best 26 digs in
three sets against Hope International
. . . Menlo coach Kaniela Aiona
announced a slight change to his
coaching staff on the cusp of the
season: Jamison Montgomery has
been promoted to Associate Head
Coach. Last season was one of the
most successful for the program and
Montgomery played a large role in
the success on the court.
PREP SCENE ...Larsen Weigle
scored six goals and Griffen Price
made nine saves as Sacred Heart
Prep won the championship of the
S&R Sports Invitational boys water
polo tournament at Irvine High with a
12-7 victory over Huntington Beach.

ON THE AIR

Robert W. Dahlberg

THE HONOR ROLL ...Stanford
sophomore Ben Hallock was
honored as the Mountain Pacific
Sports Federation Men’s Water Polo
Player of the Week on Monday after
leading No. 3 Stanford to victory
over No. 1 USC on Saturday. Hallock
set the tone early with a hat trick in
the first nine minutes of the contest
of a 13-11 win over the Trojans. He
finished with four goals and three
assists overall as Stanford (9-0)
handed USC (17-1) its first loss of the
season. His third goal put Stanford
ahead for good in the match. A
key focus of the Trojan defense all
match, the right-handed Hallock
maneuvered around his defender
in the third quarter and used his left
hand to lob a ball over the goalie’s
head for his fourth score of the
match . . . Stanford libero Morgan
Hentz has been selected the Pac12 Women’s Volleyball Defensive
Player of the Week for the second
consecutive week and the fourth
time this season. Hentz averaged
5.86 digs per set in Stanford wins at
Utah and Colorado.

Menlo-Atherton has been able to effectively run the ball due to the blocking of linemen like David Tafuna (5).

HIGH SCHOOL FOOTBALL

Added importance to neighborhood skirmish
Peninsula Athletic League Bay Division title could be on the line Friday

by Glenn Reeves
t’s the battle of the Menlos Friday when Menlo School plays
at Menlo-Atherton in a 7:30
p.m. start. The two schools sharing the Menlo appellation in their
name haven’t played since 2014.
The game has meaning in regard to the outcome of the Peninsula Athletic League Bay Division race. M-A (4-2 overall) is 2-0
in the PAL Bay. Menlo (also 4-2
overall) is 1-0 in league.
Menlo won that last meeting,
28-20. M-A has won eight of the

I

Saturday

College women’s volleyball: Washiongton at Stanford, 7:30 p.m., Pac-12
Networks

Sunday

College men’s soccer: Stanford at
Washington, 3 p.m., Pac-12 Networks

Thursday

READ MORE ONLINE

www.PASportsOnline.com
For expanded daily coverage of
college and prep sports, visit
www.PASportsOnline.com

recruits, a lot of our guys know
who they are and want to know
how we stack up against a team
with 14 Division I prospects, how
our team with 22 can compete
with Goliath. What they did to
Terra Nova is a testament to how
good they are.’’
M-A’s defense has played extremely well the first two PAL
games in wins over Aragon (410) and over previously undefeated
Terra Nova (30-8). The first points
(continued on page 54)

Hentz does more than
just dig for the Cardinal
Junior libero also a top passer

by Rick Eymer
organ Hentz arrived at
Stanford as a two-time
high school All-American outside hitter, among many
other honors. These days she’s an
All-American libero, taking the
position to new heights.
Hentz, who leads the Pac-12
with 5.08 digs per set, was named
the Pac-12 Womens’ Volleyball
Defensive Player of the Week for a
second consecutive week and for
the fourth time this season.
“She could win it every week,”
Cardinal coach Kevin Hambly
said. “She’s the best libero I’ve
been around, no doubt, and that
includes Olympic-caliber athletes,

M

for passing, defense, toughness
and leadership.”
Hentz, who played libero in the
U.S. national team program, and
No. 2 Stanford (14-1, 6-0) will
be in action this weekend when
Washington State and Washington visit Maples Pavilion for a pair
of Pac-12 Conference matches.
The Cougars (13-3, 4-2) come to
town for an 8 p.m. contest Friday
and the Huskies (12-4, 4-2) arrive
for a 7:30 p.m. Saturday match in
the first back-to-back conference
matches of the season.
Washington State and Washington are involved in a five-way
(continued on page 54)

Mike Rasay/siphotos.com

College football: Stanford at Arizona State, 6 p.m., ESPN

playing the other two schools with
Atherton mailing addresses. “It’s
cool to play both of them. The kids
always ask when are they playing
them, that they want to play Menlo
and Sacred Heart Prep. A lot go
to the same schools growing up.’’
Players on the Menlo School
team know all about M-A.
“With us both being in Atherton
a lot of people know everybody,’’
Bowie said. “Some of our kids
have relatives on their team. And
then on social media, with M-A
being highly-publicized with their

STANFORD VOLLEYBALL

Friday

College field hockey: Stanford at
California, 4 p.m., Pac-12 Networks
College women’s volleyball: Washington State at Stanford, 8 p.m., Pac12 Networks

last 10 in the series.
“We’re excited for it,’’ Menlo
coach Josh Bowie said. “It will be
a great challenge. When you play
games that are a challenge you get
better. It will be a tall order, but
our boys love to compete.’’
Then there’s the geographical
and neighborhood significance.
Sacred Heart Prep (6-0, 1-0)
looms on M-A’s schedule as its
next opponent after Menlo.
“The next two weeks we play
for the city championship,’’ M-A
coach Adhir Ravipati said of

Morgan Hentz leads the Pac-12 with 5.08 digs per set.
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Sports

Prep football
(continued from page 53)

scored against the Bears in league
play didn’t come about until there
were three minutes left in the Terra Nova game.
“Our offensive line has to protect (quarterback) Kevin Alarcon,’’ Bowie said. “And we have
to at least be productive in the run
game. I don’t think we can beat
M-A being one-dimensional. But
we have the athletes to compete.’’
Regardless of how his defense
has played, Ravipati is plenty concerned about the Menlo offense.
“I’ve been impressed watching
them, they could be (6-0),’’ Ravipati said. “Their quarterback is
very accurate. And their receiving corps, number 5 and number
9 (Jaden Richardson and Kevin
Chen), are special. We’ll have
our hands full stopping their skill
guys. We’ve got to be able to get
pressure on their quarterback.
It was good we got to see Terra
Nova last week and got a taste of
playing a pass-first offense.’’

Ravipati hopes his own offense gets a boost from the return
from injury of quarterback Jack
Alexander.
“He’s cleared to go,’’ Ravipati
said. “With Jack at quarterback
we’ll be able to run more of our
own offense.’’
Palo Alto at Fremont, 7 p.m.
This game might not be much
of a competitive matchup on the
field with Fremont 1-5 and Palo
Alto 5-1, but it will be an emotional homecoming for Palo Alto
coach Nelson Gifford, formerly
the head coach at Fremont.
“It’s going to be a tough one,’’
Gifford said. “I was in that district
half a decade, built a lot of great
relationships. I know all the kids
in that program. When the Palo
Alto job came open I had to sit
down and make a list of pros and
cons. It wasn’t a no-brainer, it was
an agonizing decision.’’
He’s not only returning to the
place he coached until last year, but
he’s doing so on homecoming week.
Palo Alto began a very frontloaded schedule this season

Join our team!
We’re looking for talented,
highly-motivated and dynamic people
Embarcadero Media is an independent multimedia news organization
with over 35 years of providing award-winning local news,
community information and entertainment to the Midpeninsula.
We are always looking for talented and creative people interested
in joining our efforts to produce outstanding journalism and results
for our advertisers through print and online.
We currently have the following positions open
for talented and outgoing individuals:
• Graphic Designer Creation/production of print and online ads,
including editorial layout, in a fast-paced environment. Publishing
experience and video editing a plus, highly-motivated entry-level
considered.
• Digital Sales Account Representative Prospect and sell local
businesses in our markets who have needs to brand and promote
their businesses or events using our full-suite of digital solutions.
Responsibilities include excellent sales and closing skills on the
phone, preparing proposals, maintaining a weekly sales pipeline
and ability to hit deadlines and work well under pressure. Sales
experience is a plus, but we will consider well-qualiﬁed candidates
with a passion to succeed.
• Multimedia Visual Journalist Shoot photographs and video in
Mountain View, Menlo Park and nearby communities including
general and breaking news, features, portraits, lifestyle/food and
special projects on a daily basis for print, online and social media.
Create compelling stories with photos, video and audio with a
strong emphasis on visual storytelling.
For more information visit:
http://embarcaderomediagroup.com/employment

450 Cambridge Avenue | Palo Alto, CA 94306 | 650.326.8210
PaloAltoOnline.com | TheAlmanacOnline.com | MountainViewOnline.com
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going 5-1 the first six games
against what looked like a formidable lineup of opposing teams
-- St. Ignatius, Half Moon Bay,
McClymonds, Aragon, Milpitas
and Wilcox. The Vikings suffered no letdown last week in a
game in which it was heavily favored, building a 42-0 halftime
lead en route to a 49-0 win over
Cupertino.
Sacred Heart Prep at Half
Moon Bay, 7:30 p.m.
The Gators will be favored to
continue its undefeated run this
season, to go to 7-0 overall and
2-0 in PAL Bay play, but not by
a whole lot.
HMB (3-3, 0-1) was hit heavily
by graduation after going 14-1 a
year ago, winning the PAL Bay
and Central Coast Section Open
Division III titles and playing for
a state championship.
“I think Half Moon Bay is wellcoached and does some things on
both sides of the ball that present
problems, whether blitzing on defense or using multiple alignments
on offense.’’ SHP coach Mark
Grieb said. “They limit you in a
number of ways. They are a tough,
hard-working group.’’
Saratoga at Gunn, 7 p.m.
Gunn (2-4, 0-2) is coming off
its bye week, hopefully rested and
healed up for the stretch drive.
“It gave us an opportunity to
get healthier,’’ Gunn coach Jason
Miller said. “The guys are anxious to get back after it.’’
This is Saratoga’s first year in
the SCVAL El Camino Division
after a number of years in the De
Anza. The Falcons run a pass-first
offense out of the spread.
“They have a prolific passing
attack, by far the best passing attack we’ll have faced all year,’’
Miller said. “I’ve got to make sure
we’re prepared for that.’’
The Titans are scoring enough
to win, with 178 points scored in
five games on the field, an average
of 36 points per game. But they’ve
allowed 205 points, an average of
41 per game.
“You can get tired chasing
quarterbacks,’’ Miller said. “Our
game plan is to play smart and not
be chasing things you shouldn’t be
chasing.’’
Woodside at Mills, 7:30 p.m.
After a big win in its PAL Lake
Division opener against defending
champion Jefferson, Woodside (42, 1-1) had a disappointing loss to
El Camino last week, 13-7.
“Our offense was out of sync
the whole game,’’ Woodside
coach Justin Andrews said. “The
defense did a good job except on
two fluky scores.’’
It was Woodside’s first full game
with Trevor Cook at quarterback
replacing the injured Brody Crowley, when Cook came off the bench
to lead the win over Jefferson.
“We had some growing pains in
that department,’’ Andrews said.
“I think we were trying to do a
little too much. He’s showed he’s
definitely capable of doing it, but
got a little lost in the lights. He
had a lot on his plate.’’ Q

ATHLETES OF THE WEEK

Cooper McKenna

Griffen Price

GUNN WATER POLO

SHP WATER POLO

McKenna recorded five
goals and was a defensive
presence in a key Santa
Clara Valley Athletic League
victory over Los Gatos last
week. The Titans also beat
Fremont and are tied for
first.

The freshman goalkeeper
recorded nine saves in
each the semifinal and
championship match to lead
the Gators to the S&R Sport
Invitational title. He also
recorded 22 saves in three
earlier wins.

Honorable mention
Rachel Grant

Aidan Chang

Mariah Grover*

Kevin Alarcon, Dillon Grady

Madison Lewis

Troy Franklin

Isa Robinson

Raymond Price III

Sarah Perry

Sam Untrecht

Emma Spindt

Larsen Weigle

Gunn volleyball
Menlo-Atherton volleyball
Castilleja water polo
Sacred Heart Prep tennis
Woodside cross country
Menlo-Atherton volleyball

Palo Alto football
Menlo football

Menlo-Atherton football
Sacred Heart football
Menlo water polo
Sacred Heart Prep water polo
*Previous winner

Watch video interviews of the Athletes of the Week, go to PASportsOnline.com

Volleyball
(continued from page 53)

tie for second place in the Pac-12,
typical of one of the top competitive conferences in the country.
All 12 teams own overall winning
records and their combined nonconference record is 101-27 (.789
winning percentage).
As good as Hentz is, Hambly
thinks there’s a lot more to come.
“She’s a special talent with
a special mentality,” Hambly
said. “She may have saved the
game with 25 digs but afterward
she’s thinking about the five she
didn’t get. She still wants to get
better.”
As freshmen, then coach John
Dunning said they didn’t know
how good they could be and even
with seven losses and the sixth
seed, the Cardinal went on to capture the championship.
As juniors, “now they know
how good they can be,” Hambly
said. “And they’re not going rest.
They want to be better. We’re constantly working the same. It’s a
long process of trying to be great
in December.”
Hentz embodies that notion, as

does reigning national Player of
the Year Kathryn Plummer and
fellow All-Americans Jenna Gray
and Audriana Fitzmorris. No one
takes a practice off because players like Michaela Keefe and Caitlin Keefe are working hard too
and they want Stanford to reach
the top as much as anyone.
Opposing teams work to serve
away from Hentz, who has a
knack not just for making amazing digs but also for putting the
ball in the best spot for Gray,
who ranks second in the nation with 12.66 assists per set, to
handle.”We’ve seen her so much
that its become commonplace,”
Hambly said. “And then she still
does things that surprise us. All
we do is shake our heads and
laugh. She makes plays that are
hard for others look easy and she
can still do the spectacular.”
With 1,375 career digs entering
play this weekend, Hentz already
ranks fifth on Stanford’s all-time
list, 81 behind Kristin Klein, who
is Michaela and Caitlin’s mother.
Gabi Ailes, Stanford’s first true
libero, is the all-time leader with
2,147. Ailes showed the importance of a libero. Hentz is taking
it to another level. Q
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SOTHEBY’S INTERNATIONAL REALTY
Global Presence | Iconic Brand | Unrivaled Service

Central Woodside

69 Flood Circle, Atherton

400 W. Portola Drive, Los Altos

820 Bruce Drive, Palo Alto

8 Maywood Lane, Menlo Park

175 Fawn Lane, Portola Valley

2290 South Court, Palo Alto

12 Ohlone Street, Portola Valley

180 Hanna Way, Menlo Park

10 Ohlone Street, Portola Valley

495 Sequoia Avenue, Redwood City

3448 Page Street, Redwood City

GoldenGateSIR.com
640 Oak Grove Ave, Menlo Park
650.847.1141
Each Office is Independently
Owned and Operated.
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COLLEEN FORAKER, REALTOR®
650.380.0085
colleen@colleenforaker.com
License #01349099

