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When it matters most,
patients turn to
Stanford Health Care
“Stanford has saved my
life, not once but twice.
They’ve also given my
daughter life.”
–Yolanda
U.S. News & World Report,
again, recognizes Stanford
Health Care in the top 10
best hospitals in the nation.

Just 28 at the time of her first heart transplant at Stanford Hospital in
1991, Yolanda went on to become the first heart transplant recipient to
have a child at Stanford. Today, her “miracle baby” is 27 years old, and
Yolanda is a grandmother. She continues to thrive after receiving a
second heart transplant and a kidney transplant in 2015. “I love my
entire transplant team,” she said. “Without them, I would not be here.”
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DISCOVER OUR PATIENT STORIES AT

OPEN SATURDAY October 6, 1:30 – 4:00pm
OPEN SUNDAY October 7, 2:00 – 4:00pm

3 Fredrick Court, Menlo Park
Authentic California Mission Home with Reimagined Luxury
• Approximately 0.83 acres in
Menlo Oaks
• Authentic California Mission
style with extensive remodeling
and tremendous possibilities for
expansion
• Four bedrooms in total, three full
baths, and one half-bath, including
separate one-bedroom, one-bath
guest house with full kitchen

• Spacious living room with cathedral
ceilings and ﬁreplace, plus formal
dining room
• Tremendous chef’s kitchen with
stainless steel appliances, day ofﬁce,
and family room with built-in media
center with electric drop-down
cinema screen

• Ultra-luxurious master bedroom suite
accessible through covered walkway
• Incredible central courtyard with
fountain, fruit trees, ﬂowers, ﬁre pit,
majestic heritage oaks, and light
ﬂooded
• Excellent Menlo Park schools

• Private wing off the foyer with two
bedrooms, full bath, and laundry

Offered at $4,885,000 | www.3Fredrick.com
For a private showing or more information, please contact Judy Citron.

A FRESH APPROACH

JUDY CITRON • 650.543.1206
Judy@JudyCitron.com • JudyCitron.com
License # 01825569

#20 Agent in the United States (per The Wall Street Journal, 2018)

Square footage, acreage, and other information
herein, has been received from one or more of
a variety of different sources. Such information
has not been verified by Alain Pinel Realtors®.
If important to buyers, buyers should conduct
their own investigation.
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Saturday, October 13th, 1-6 PM

Country Fest with Touch-a-Truck,
Live Americana, Country & Bluegrass Bands
Line Dancing, Rides & Games
Emergency, Service & Military Vehicles Expo
Proceeds beneﬁt local health services and veteran orgs

Featuring:

Live music and
performances by:

Free kids zone
farmers market
Chili For charity
food trucks
craft beer,
wine & cocktails
artisans & crafts

@FacebookFestivals
www.FBintheCommunity.com
Page 4FBCommunityEvents@fb.com
• October 5, 2018 • Palo Alto Weekly • www.PaloAltoOnline.com

California Cowboys
Jackson Michelson
Toree McGee
The Roaming
Hillbilly
Windy Hill Bluegrass
Lariat Larry
Line Dancing Kylie
1 Hacker Way, Menlo Park
Parking Lot 16

No pets please.
Trained service dogs only.

Upfront

Local news, information and analysis

High schools confront vaping ‘epidemic’
More surveillance cameras installed,
staff are patrolling
by Elena Kadvany

T

wo bathrooms on Palo Alto
High School’s campus have
earned a new reputation:
They’re the “vape bathrooms,”
known as hot spots for students
using electronic cigarettes during
school hours.
Administrators and student

leaders are becoming increasingly
concerned about the level of oncampus vaping, which is happening in bathrooms, on the quad, in
parking lots and sometimes, even,
in class. While e-cigarette use is
more common at the district’s
two high schools, students say it’s

trickling down into the middle
schools as well.
“It’s a constant situation,” said
Paly junior site-council representative Ben Gordon. “Probably you
could find a kid at any time on
campus vaping. It’s really serious
on campus and even more serious
off campus.”
At Paly, Gordon and student
body president Vivian Feng are
working with Principal Adam
Paulson to address the issue

through education, including sponsoring a community town hall later
this month. Meanwhile, the administration has installed more cameras on campus and has staff more
frequently patrolling known vaping
spots, Paulson wrote in a message
to families in late September.
“This is a challenge that will
require efforts from the school, as
well as parents and students, in order to successfully shift the culture
of vaping both on campus and in

students’ lives away from Paly,”
Paulson wrote. Paulson did not
grant an interview for this story.
Schools across the country are
grappling with teenage e-cigarette
use, to the point that the Food and
Drug Administration (FDA) declared last month that it has reached
“an epidemic proportion”: more
than 2 million middle and high
school students were regular users
(continued on page 8)

ELECTION 2018

Jordan tops
school-board
campaign
fundraising
Ashlund, Dauber are neck
and neck in contributions
for school board race

not implementing campaignfinance reform.”
Councilman Cory Wolbach
said that he had tried to bring
forward a colleagues memo
to limit campaign spending
in the past but that council
colleagues who initially expressed interest withdrew their
support of the memo.
Wolbach noted at the forum that since 2014, when he,
Tom DuBois and Eric Filseth
were elected to the council,
the amount of money being
pumped into campaigns has
gone up dramatically. During that year, each of the

by Elena Kadvany
chool-board candidate
Kathy Jordan has a sizable
lead in campaign contributions, having raised more than
double than each of the other five
candidates, according to campaign finance documents released
Sept. 27. She is followed by incumbent Ken Dauber and challenger Stacey Ashlund.
The new documents, which
include contributions made between July 1 and Sept. 22, show
Jordan, a parent and staunch district critic, has received $36,970
in total contributions this year.
She received several sizable
contributions, from $500 to
$1,000, from parents who have
been vocal on recent hot-button
issues, including Title IX reform,
the reporting of weighted gradepoint averages and the district’s
sex-education curriculum. She
also appears to have strong support from donors with Chinese
surnames.
Melissa Chiwa Anderson, Jordan’s campaign manager, contributed $1,000, the campaignfinance report shows. Former
school-board member Camille
Townsend gave Jordan’s campaign $200.
Carol Chan, whose occupation
is listed as homemaker, has made
non-monetary contributions as
well as a $1,500 donation.
Jordan has about $26,900

(continued on page 10)

(continued on page 10)
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Veronica Weber

Palo Alto Vice Mayor Eric Filseth, second from right, answers a question regarding the council’s responsibilities to address ethical
violations by board and commission members during an Oct. 3 debate of Palo Alto City Council candidates: from left, Pat Boone,
Alison Cormack, Tom DuBois, Filseth and Cory Wolbach. The full debate can be viewed on the Palo Alto Weekly YouTube channel at
youtube.com/paweekly/videos.

ELECTION 2018

While raising large sums, council
candidates talk of spending limits
Contenders for City Council have seen rapidly rising campaign-cash totals
by Gennady Sheyner

W

ith Palo Alto’s political races increasingly
turning into big-money affairs, several City Council candidates said Wednesday
night that they would support
campaign reforms to rein in
campaign spending.

In a forum sponsored by the
Weekly, all five candidates,
who are running for three
seats on the council, said they
see the growing campaign
spending as a problem when
asked about the topic.
Candidate Alison Cormack,

who led the 2008 bond campaign to upgrade local libraries and has raised the
second-highest total so far
this year — $59,798 — was
blunt in her assessment: The
current council, she said,
“bears full responsibility for
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—Ben Gordon, Palo Alto High School junior, on
the use of electronic cigarettes. See story on page 5.
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QUOTE OF THE WEEK

Around Town

NAME BRANDS ... Mayor Liz
Kniss gave residents of College
Terrace something to cheer about
when she announced at the Aug.
27 meeting of the City Council,
that the beloved and departed
supermarket, JJ&F Market, will
soon return to College Terrace to
take over a vacancy left behind
by the closure of College Terrace
Market. “For everyone who lives
in that area in particular, it will be
really exciting to know that and
celebratory for the community
to finally have JJ&F back,” Kniss
said at the meeting. But while the
neighborhood is still on track to
have a new market, it will not be
JJ&F. The Garcia family, which had
operated JJ&F for decades, sold
the market to the Khoury family in
2011 (their market closed in 2014,
when the site was redeveloped).
And the Garcias apparently were
a bit rankled when they learned
that Khoury plans to use the JJ&F
name. Now, it looks like the market
won’t carry the name JJ&F after
all, according to a new report
from city planners. Whatever
the name, the Khourys and the
development’s new owner, Jason
Oberman, are hoping to reopen
the market possibly as soon as
early November (the City Council is
expected to approve the Khourys
as the new market operators on
Oct. 15). In a letter to the city, the
Khoury family noted the need
for permanent signage to better
identify the market and replace the
glazed windows at the market with
clear ones, so customers will have
an easier time knowing when the
store is open.
PUBLIC RECOGNITION ... In a
message following her historic
testimony before the Senate
Judiciary Committee last week,
Christine Blasey Ford in a
Wednesday online post thanked
her nearly 11,700 donors of a
GoFundMe page launched to
support the Palo Alto resident
and her family since she went
public with her sexual assault
allegations against Supreme Court
nominee Brett Kavanaugh. “I feel
like all of you who have made a
contribution are on this journey
with me, which is very heartening.
And some journey it has been
and continues to be,” she said.
The fundraiser, launched by
Joanna Strober of Los Altos, had

collected nearly than $535,000
as of Thursday afternoon, close
to four times its goal of $150,000.
The funds will be used to pay for
security, housing, transportation
and other expenses her family
has incurred since fleeing Palo
Alto due to threats since she was
identified last month as the author
of a letter submitted to U.S. Rep.
Anna Eshoo that contained the
allegations against Kavanaugh.
“We have already had to move four
times, our movements are limited
even with security, and the threats
are ongoing. Thanks to you, I am
able to feel safe, my family can
be together, and my children can
continue to go to school,” Ford
said. The Palo Alto City Council
plans to honor Ford with a special
proclamation, Mayor Liz Kniss
announced at Monday night’s
meeting.
BLOCK BY BLOCK ... The longawaited and much deferred
redesign of Cubberley Community
Center kicked off in earnest
on Sept. 27, when more than
250 Palo Alto residents filled
the Cubberley Pavilion to begin
what promises to be a yearlong
brainstorming session. There was
no shortage of ideas for the 35acre campus at 4000 Middlefield
Road, which currently includes
playing fields, artist studios,
nonprofits, dance classes and
other uses. Some thought the
center is an ideal site for teacher
housing, while others said it would
greatly benefit from more green
space and transit services. Some
called for moving all parking
underground and creating more
fields, while others suggested
more art facilities. The ideas were
as varied as the participants, with
one group using its building blocks
to construct models of three-story
buildings with parking on the first
floor, a “green” roof akin to the
Facebook headquarters. Another
opted to keep a large chunk
Middlefield Road frontage open
and to put two separate parking
structures on either side of the
open space, with several modestsized buildings. interspersed in
between, while a third placed all
parking underground. The city and
the school district, which jointly
own the site, are hoping to come
up with a new master plan for
Cubberley by the end of 2019. Q

Upfront
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Marissa Mayer’s planned club stirs
anxieties over parking
Palo Alto council lauds goals for The Corner House, urges more neighborhood outreach
by Gennady Sheyner

F

Gennady Sheyner

ormer Yahoo CEO Marissa
Mayer’s proposed new venture — the transformation
of Palo Alto’s oldest mortuary
into a club geared toward working
women and families — received a
mixed reception on Monday night,
with City Council members and
residents struggling to reconcile
its laudable goals with its potential
consequences for neighborhood
streets.
Mayer, who bought the Roller
& Hapgood & Tinney mortuary
in downtown Palo Alto five years
ago for $11.2 million, has requested a zone change that would allow her to turn the facility at 980
Middlefield Road into “The Corner
House,” a club that would include
collaborative workspaces, play areas, enrichment classes, a cafeteria,
a gym and other amenities.
Before she can meet her goal,
however, Mayer has to overcome
a significant hurdle: convince the
council to approve a “planned community” zone, a designation that
has become so toxic over the past
decade that the council agreed in
2014 to place a moratorium on it.
To do so, she has to make the case
that the project’s “public benefits”
are significant enough to warrant
a waiver from standard zoning
regulations.
As proposed, the roughly
11,000-square-foot building would
“provide a vibrant, welcoming
space for traditional and non-traditional professionals to collaborate,
work, learn, find support, build

Marissa Mayer made her pitch
to the Palo Alto City Council on
Oct. 1 for converting a former
funeral home at 980 Middlefield
Road into a networking, coworking and enrichment center
geared toward working women
and families.
community, and spend time with
their families, friends and neighbors,” the project application states.
Just like the campuses of Mayer’s
former employers, Google and Yahoo, The Corner House may similarly spark a cross-pollination of
ideas, she said.
“I really enjoyed some of those
amenities that come from spending part of your day on a campus,”
Mayer said in an exclusive interview with the Weekly on Sept.
28. “It’s nice to have a coffee and
snacks and to have a cafeteria available. It’s nice to be able to run into
interesting people working on interesting projects all the time and

to have interesting discussions.
Part of this is to make those kinds
of benefits and happenstance meetings happen outside the conference
room.”
In its pre-screening hearing on
Monday, council members signaled
that Mayer still has some ways to
go to convince the community of
the public benefit of the project.
Some members praised Mayer’s
general goal of creating new community space for working families.
Mayor Liz Kniss recalled her time
as a young mother in Palo Alto and
concurred that there is a lack of resources. Councilman Greg Tanaka,
a tech entrepreneur, emphasized
the difficulty of raising a family in
Palo Alto, where just about every
young family needs two incomes to
afford housing and where, he said,
just about every mother is a working mother.
Yet the council also sympathized with the roughly two dozen
residents Monday who voiced their
concerns and, at times, outright opposition to the project. At the top
of the list is parking. One speaker
after another noted the severe parking shortage that the University
South neighborhood already experiences and raised concerns about
conditions getting even worse if the
project wins approval.
While Mayer argued that the
traffic caused by The Corner
House would be less than when
the funeral home was in operation,

New position to resolve special ed disputes
The Palo Alto school district has created a new dispute-resolution position for the special education department in the hopes it
will shift what families of special-needs students often describe as
an adversarial relationship with the district. (Posted Oct. 3, 5:17 p.m.)

Randy Tsuda to lead Palo Alto Housing
Randy Tsuda, who has served as director of Mountain View’s
Community Development Department for the past decade, will be
the next president and CEO of Palo Alto Housing, the nonprofit
announced Wednesday afternoon. (Posted Oct. 3, 3:39 p.m.)

SFO to reduce some plane noise
Recognizing that its hands are largely tied by federal regulations
to change flight procedures to reduce plane noise, San Francisco
International Airport officials are planning to implement a satellite system to fine tune aircraft landings that could make upstream
arrivals potentially quieter. (Posted Oct. 3, 9:50 a.m.)

Council lauds rise of ‘granny units’
Buoyed by a recent boom in accessory dwelling units, the Palo
Alto City Council agreed on Monday to make further revisions
to the city’s zoning laws, with the goal of encouraging even more
such units at a time when other housing types are in short supply.
(Posted Oct. 2, 2:30 p.m.)

Assault, drugging reported at Stanford
A female Stanford University student reportedly had “limited
recollection” of her evening after consuming a drink given to her
by an unknown man on campus, the Department of Public Safety
said in a crime alert Monday. (Posted Oct. 1, 8:37 p.m.)

Authorities describe plane crash severity
A recently released National Transportation Safety Board preliminary report regarding the fatal Sept. 4 plane crash†in the Palo
Alto Baylands describes a significantly damaged plane that appeared to behave erratically before smashing into a tidal pool, killing the pilot and injuring two passengers. (Posted Sept. 29, 5:54 p.m.)

Ravenswood district eyes teacher housing
The Ravenswood City School District Board of Education unanimously directed staff on Thursday, Sept. 27, to explore building
affordable housing for teachers and staff on a former school site
in east Menlo Park. (Posted Sept. 29, 9:32 a.m.)

(continued on page 9)
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Upfront
ELECTION 2018

Seven contend for East Palo Alto
council seats
Candidates weigh in on housing, parking problems in run-up to Nov. 6 election
by Sue Dremann

T

he city of East Palo Alto,
now 35 years old, continues
to face critical challenges:
skyrocketing housing prices, displacement of its renters, a lack of
higher-wage jobs, crushing traffic
and parking problems and other
quality-of-life issues. On Nov. 6,
the city’s voters will be tasked
with choosing two City Council
candidates who will make decisions that will shape the city for
years to come.
Out of seven candidates,
two are incumbents — Mayor

Ruben Abrica, who is an instructor at De Anza Community
College, and Councilwoman
Donna Rutherford, who is a
rehabilitation-program administrator at the nonprofit Mateo
Lodge — and five are challengers: businessman Randal Fields;
construction contractor and entrepreneur Bernardo Huerta;
self-employed property manager
Patricia Ape Finau Lopez; nonprofit Computers for Everyone
CEO Court Skinner; and eBay
Inc. Chief of Staff and Head

of Product Operations Regina
Wallace-Jones.
The Palo Alto Weekly asked
the candidates to weigh in on the
city’s recent progress and how
they envision governing the city
in the next four years if elected,
focusing on housing, parking and
traffic and jobs.
To read their views and learn
more about their ideas for improving the city and helping its residents, go to our exclusive online
coverage, posted at paloaltoonline.atavist.com. Q

Clockwise from top left: Ruben Abrica, Bernardo Huerta,
Patricia Ape Finau Lopez, Regina Wallace-Jones, Court Skinner
and Donna Rutherford.

Vaping
(continued from page 5)

Courtesy Getty Images

A variety of electronic cigarettes and vaporizers.
Paly freshmen and 83 percent of
juniors said they have never used ecigarettes or another vaping device.
At Gunn, 94 percent of freshmen
and 82 percent of juniors reported
the same.
Low percentages of students said
they had vaped in the prior month,
according to the 2017-18 survey: 7
percent of freshmen and 9 percent
of juniors at Paly, and at Gunn, 3
percent of freshman and 10 percent
of juniors. Even fewer students had
smoked cigarettes in the last 30
days.
Districtwide, 2 percent of seventh-graders reported ever smoking e-cigarettes. In response to requests from middle school parents,
the Palo Alto Police Department’s
school resource officer gave presentations on vaping last spring.
The Palo Alto Council of PTAs
plans to discuss data and parent education related to vaping at its executive board meeting next week.

vaping on a daily basis.
“Nicotine — I know it’s bad
for you, but it’s better than smoking the same pack of cigarettes
and having tar in my lungs. I’d
rather juul and get my buzz,” he
said. “It’s like cigarettes except it
doesn’t smell ... and you don’t feel
as guilty doing it.”
He first tried an e-cigarette at
the beginning of his sophomore
year. His friend had a Suorin Drop,
a small, pod-shaped device. He
started vaping more regularly his
junior year, when he purchased his
own Juul.
Purchasing e-cigarettes, even as
a minor, is not difficult, he said.
Students use fake IDs, ask older
students to buy a device for them

Student vaper:
‘You can’t stop it’
A 17-year-old Gunn High
School senior who regularly vapes
spoke with the Weekly on the condition of anonymity. He believes
vaping is a safer alternative to
cigarettes and other drugs and is
well aware of the addictive nature
of nicotine. He wants to become a
psychologist and understands the
negative impact nicotine and other
drugs have on the developing teenage brain.
This doesn’t prevent him from
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Veronica Weber

of e-cigarettes last year. E-cigarette
use skyrocketed between 2011 to
2017, going from 1.5 percent to
11.7 percent among high school
students and from 0.6 percent to
3.3 percent among middle school
students, according to the FDA.
The FDA told the companies that
make some of the most popular devices — including Juul, co-founded
by two Stanford University graduate students — that they had 60
days to prove they can keep the
products away from minors. Federal law prohibits selling e-cigarettes
to anyone under 18. Juul is meant
for adult smokers and requires customers to be 21 years or older to
purchase products online, but the
company has faced sharp criticism
for targeting teenagers, particularly
through the marketing of flavors
like mango and mint.
E-cigarettes, which were created
as an alternative for adult smokers,
use a liquid that may contain nicotine, as well as flavorings, propylene glycol, vegetable glycerin and
other ingredients, according to the
FDA. The liquid is heated to create an aerosol that the user inhales.
Like second-hand smoke, bystanders can inhale the aerosol when it’s
exhaled into the air.
E-cigarette aerosol generally
contains fewer toxic chemicals
than cigarettes, but it is not harmless. One Juul cartridge, for example, contains the same amount of
nicotine as a pack of cigarettes and
lasts for about 200 puffs, depending on individual use, the company
estimates. One cartridge is equivalent to 20 cigarettes, according to a
UCSF professor quoted in a CNN
article.
Some e-cigarettes look like cigarettes and pens while others, like
Juul, resemble USB flash drives.
The majority of Paly and Gunn
students don’t regularly use electronic cigarettes, though use is up
from last year, according to the
2017-18 California Healthy Kids
Survey. Eighty-eight percent of

or use their parents information to
purchase a device online, like he
did. (A Gunn senior got in trouble
for selling Juul pods to underclassmen last year, he said.) He warned
against buying devices on websites
like eBay or Craigslist, which are
known for peddling fake pods that
can be dangerous, he said.
He vapes at school, in the bathroom, and in the car with friends.
He likes the social aspect of it, but
there’s no peer pressure to do it, he
said. He doesn’t believe vaping is
addictive, though every time he
uses a Juul he sees a warning message printed on the device in big,
black letters: “WARNING: This
product contains nicotine. Nicotine
is an addictive chemical.”
The Gunn senior cuts down his
use each year for sports season
without any withdrawal symptoms,
he said. Feng, however, said a close
friend at Paly tried to stop vaping
during an intense period of studying together, became nauseous and
quickly gave in to her cravings.
The Gunn senior admitted: “If
I was juuling since I was 12 and
doing it every day, that may be an
issue for me.”
He’s seen the Gunn administration crack down on e-cigarette
use somewhat, including by
checking bathrooms, but doesn’t

Palo Alto High School junior Ben Gordon stands outside the boys’
bathroom at the Media Arts Center building, which has become a
site for frequent “Juul parties” during school, in which students
vape and listen to music. The school has recently locked the
bathrooms and limited the access as a way to address the issue.
Gordon and fellow members of the Paly Associated Student Body
are organizing town halls to address teens’ vape use.

believe it’s been effective.
“They’re doing the best they
can,” he said. “We’re high schoolers. We’re not stupid. We’re smart.
We’re going to hide (it). You can’t
stop it.”
Gunn Principal Kathie Laurence
did not respond to a request for
comment.
At Paly, e-cigarettes have created
a social divide between students
who vape and those who think it’s
“unacceptable,” Feng said. For those
who openly use e-cigarettes, it’s a
form of social status — students
post pictures and videos of themselves smoking on and off campus
on social media — and don’t see it
as a big deal, Gordon said.
Part of the culture is “we’re not
smoking cigarettes, so it can’t be
that bad,” he said.
On the other side are students,
particularly underclassmen, who
feel uncomfortable going to the
bathroom when students are vaping
there, and those who are alarmed
about the potential long-term
health impacts of e-cigarettes but
don’t feel comfortable confronting
their peers about it.
The students believe raising
awareness — including by having
student-leaders speak out, providing feedback to the administration
(including directly from students
who vape), posting educational
signs on campus and having assemblies — will start to bridge that
divide and be more impactful than
discipline. They see this as a longterm problem for Paly that won’t
be solved this year or with a oneoff school assembly. Vaping is this
generation’s cigarette epidemic,
Feng said.
“You just need to change the idea
of what it does to you,” she said. Q
Staff Writer Elena Kadvany
can be emailed at ekadvany@
paweekly.com.

TALK ABOUT IT

PaloAltoOnline.com
How bad is the vaping habit among
local youth and at schools? Share
your observations on Town Square,
the community discussion forum at
PaloAltoOnline.com/square.

Upfront
(continued from page 7)

many people were unconvinced.
Peter Steinhart, who lives near the
property, said the funeral home
events generally lasted for an hour
or two. The Corner House has proposed hosting 250 small events
(with fewer than 75 attendees) and
about 150 large events (with more
than 75 attendees) annually.
“This is a neighborhood already fighting for parking spaces,”
Steinhart said. “There are signs on
Middlefield now warning Addison
School neighbors not to park here
and block driveways.”
Tom Mees concurred and said
the project fails to address the
city’s goals on traffic, parking and
public safety.
“If allowed, it would reduce
the stock of potential sites for affordable housing while massively
increasing traffic and the demand for parking in surrounding
neighborhoods.”
Others’ objections focused on
the means, rather than the end.
The “planned community” zone,
they said, has been a bad deal for
residents in the past, with developers often receiving valuable zoning
exceptions while failing to provide
the promised benefits. Even if the
project makes sense, the planned
community zone is not the best
way to accomplish it, some critics
said.
“I really oppose these PC projects,” said Eric Verwillow. “I think
all the abuses of zoning I’ve seen
have to do with the fact that community benefits never seem to
realize.”
Yet if the property is to become
anything other than a mortuary
(and Mayer indicated that she has
no interest in entering the mortuary business), a zone change
of some sort will be necessary.
Councilman Adrian Fine suggested that a PC zone would in fact
be an appropriate tool here, given
that the existing PC zone — which
limits the property’s use to a mortuary — has effectively expired.
He called the proposal “encouraging” but concurred with his colleagues that there is still “work to
be done” on the project to address
neighbors’ concerns and to ensure
that the public benefits would be
sufficient.

Much-needed amenity?
Despite skepticism from some
of her neighbors, Mayer made the
case Monday that the new facility
would be more a community center
than a private club, with plenty of
services available to non-members,
including classes and rental spaces
that would be open to the general
public.
“We think by supporting working mothers and modern families
and giving them access to useful
resources — that this is something
that will strengthen sense of community (and) is in itself a community benefit,” Mayer said.
Many agreed. The council
heard on Monday from several
supporters of Mayer’s proposal,

including female entrepreneurs
who testified to the challenges of
managing family and professional
responsibilities.
“If we had one local community center where I can both do my
work and at the very same time,
my children can do their enrichment opportunities each week, in
return we’d have extra time each
day in being present and doing
what’s most important in our lives
— being with our family,” said
Nicole Pollock, a former Google
employee.
Coral Chung told the council
that being an entrepreneur is “not
glamorous and full of parties every
day.” It is, in fact, exhausting.
“I feel like there are no

community centers or options
for me as a young mother with a
5-year-old to go and have support
— and to potentially nurse, if I
have a new baby.”
The council also lauded aspects
of the proposal. Councilman Greg
Scharff urged Mayer’s team to
meet with neighbors and to better
address their concerns. He also observed that her plan “is not a business proposal to make money.”
“What we’re looking at is something where someone is coming in
here and saying, ‘There’s an unmet
need.’ That’s something we should
take very seriously and figure out
how to accommodate that need,”
Scharff said.
Others similarly struggled to
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Mayer

The former Roller & Hapgood & Tinney funeral home would be
remodeled to have more of the feeling of a house under a plan proposed
by former Yahoo CEO Marissa Mayer, who owns the property.
reconcile the views of the project’s supporters and the skeptical
neighbors.
“I think on one hand we have

traffic and parking challenges,
and on the other hand, we have the
(continued on page 10)

The issues are many, complex, and
difﬁcult ... and how we resolve them
will determine the future of Palo Alto —
which is why this Council election is
so important.

Parks

Vice Mayor and candidate Eric Filseth: “what we must
do to assure a positive, liveable future for Palo Alto”

1. Aggressively address our growth issues:

3. Proactively address our growing
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‘

Addressing any of these challenges alone will not be easy,
and navigating all at once will demand extremely thoughtful and
responsible work by City government. Palo Alto is a great place to
live, raise our kids, and grow old in security — but we must work
hard and with care to keep it that way.

’

www.ericﬁlseth.com
Check Eric’s web site for more ideas for building a better future for Palo Alto.

‘
‘

Impressive work as chair of the Council’s Finance
— Palo Alto Weekly, January 12, 2018
Committee ...
Brought healthy, intelligent, and substantive debate to
— Palo Alto Weekly, October 21, 2016
Council meetings.

’
’

FILSETH

re-elect

Eric

Palo Alto
City Council

Solutions for a better Palo Alto.
Paid for by Eric Filseth for City Council 2018
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Upfront

Debate
(continued from page 5)

three candidates raised less
that $30,000 for his campaign
(DuBois had total contributions
of $23,859; Filseth received
$26,127; and Wolbach raised
$25,586). Councilman Greg
Scharff and then-challenger
Lydia Kou were on the higher
end at that time, with Scharff
reporting $97,551 and Kou reporting $41,617 raised through
the end of 2014, according to
campaign-finance documents.
In 2016, Kou (in her second
attempt to get on the council)
and Arthur Keller each raised
about $80,000 to lead the race
for cash.
So far this year, Wolbach has
already more than doubled the
total amount he raised in his
first council run. According to
the most recent finance documents, he has received $64,758
in contributions, with the latest

Jordan
(continued from page 5)

remaining in her campaign
coffers.
Dauber, the current board
president and only incumbent in
the race, and special-education

WATCH MORE ONLINE

PaloAltoOnline.com

To hear the school-board candidates
talk about district issues, from
academic achievement to youth
wellness, watch a video of the
Weekly’s Sept. 20 candidates’ forum,
posted at YouTube.com/paweekly/
videos.

one coming this week in the
form of a $1,000 check from the
local firefighters union, Palo
Alto Professional Firefighters.
DuBois and Filseth have also
each received far more money
in the current campaign than
they did during the entire election season in 2014. DuBois has
reported $44,465 in cash raised,
including a recent $5,000 contribution from resident Jeff
Hoel, while Filseth has received
$37,673.
Wolbach cited the recent trend
and said he wants to see the next
council revisit the issue.
“I hope that after this election, we can re-introduce this
topic and actually get it done,”
Wolbach said. “We need campaign-finance reform in Palo
Alto. Public financing is the
way to go.”
The candidates didn’t propose any specific schemes for
limiting campaign cash, though
DuBois pointed to the example
of Mountain View, which has

a voluntary $24,000 spending
cap, with adjustments for inflation. He called the influence of
money on politics “corrosive”
and said he would support a
limit on campaign cash.
“I really think we’re talking
about very expensive land (and)
a lot of big money in Palo Alto
and we need to try to limit campaign money,” DuBois said.
Cormack raised the fact that
other candidates have been receiving $5,000 contributions.
These contributions, which
have largely come from five
local families, helped beef up
the campaign coffers of “slowgrowth” candidates Keller and
Kou in 2016 and are now boosting the campaigns of Filseth
and DuBois.
“I think it’s inappropriate,”
Cormack said of the $5,000
contributions.
Filseth, while bemoaning
the escalating sums needed
to wage a competitive bid, expressed doubt that the city can

do anything to rein in spending.
“I don’t know if it’s something that can be unspooled or
just comes with the urbanizing
nature of Palo Alto and the region and so forth,” Filseth said.
“I’m sorry to see us go in that
direction, but so be it.”
Candidate Pat Boone, for his
part, rejected the idea of “money in politics” altogether. He
characterized his council bid
as a “grassroots campaign” and
said the focus of each candidate
should be “connecting with the
people.”
“Make that the focus, not the
dollar,” Boone said.
In addition to discussing campaign-finance limits, candidates
gave their views on issues relating to housing, transportation,
commercial growth, parking,
senior services, airplane noise,
accessory-dwelling units, the
political climate and more.
The candidates forum at Cubberley Community Center was
co-sponsored by American

Association of University
Women, senior-services provider Avenidas, the Palo Alto
Chamber of Commerce, and
youth well-being collaborative
Project Safety Net.
The entire candidates debate, which also includes questions that the candidates posed
to one another, will be posted
this weekend at YouTube.com/
paweekly/videos. Q
Coming next week: Profiles
of the five City Council candidates and summaries of their
views on key city issues.
Staff Wr i ter Genna dy
Sheyner can be emailed at
gsheyner@paweekly.com.

parent advocate Ashlund are neck
and neck in fundraising: Ashlund
has raised $15,312 to date this
year and Dauber, $15,272.
Ashlund’s are mostly smaller donations, several of which
came from current and past Palo
Alto elected officials, including school-board member Terry
Godfrey, former school-board
member Heidi Emberling, Mayor
Liz Kniss, City Councilman Tom
DuBois and former Mayor Nancy
Shepherd.
Elaine Hahn, the former president of district fundraising organization Partners in Education
(PiE), contributed $250.
Both Ashlund and candidate

Shounak Dharap, who were endorsed by the Palo Alto teachers
union, were each bolstered by a
$1,250 donation from the California Teachers Association’s Association for Better Citizenship,
which provides funding to local
and state candidates recommended by the teachers association.
A $1,000 in-kind monetary
contribution for Ashlund came
from Marcie McCue, who oversees marketing and communications for Palo Alto news-aggregation company Flipboard.
Ashlund has an ending cash
balance of about $8,300, the documents show.
Dauber raised about $10,600
during this reporting period.
He received support from three
of his current school-board

colleagues: Vice President Jennifer DiBrienza ($500), board
member Todd Collins ($500) and
Godfrey ($100). Former schoolboard member Barbara Klausner,
now the executive director of tutoring nonprofit DreamCatchers,
also gave $500, as did Amado
Padilla, a former board member
and Stanford University Graduate
School of Education professor.
Dauber also received $205 from
Gary Kremen.
Dauber has given his own campaign about $5,500 to date this
year. He has spent about $7,000
in total this year on advertising,
yard signs and other campaign
paraphernalia, and has an ending
cash balance of about $5,300.
Dharap, an attorney, has raised
$10,274 in contributions this

year — about $7,600 during this
reporting period, his campaign
finance document shows. Larger
contributions came from the San
Francisco firm he works for, The
Arns Law Firm ($1,000), and his
mother, Chanda Dharap ($1,000).
Former school-board member
Dana Tom gave $100 to Dharap’s
campaign.
Candidate Alex Scharf, a recent graduate of the district, has
received contributions totaling
$774, largely from his mother,
Cindy Goral, and Ruth Gordon,
a retiree.
Candidate Christopher Boyd
did not file a campaign-finance
statement for this time period.
The candidates’ 460 forms
are posted as links in the online
version of this article at tinyurl.
com/2018PAUSD460. Q
Staff Writer Elena Kadvany
can be emailed at ekadvany@
paweekly.com.

Public Agenda
A preview of Palo Alto government meetings next week
CITY COUNCIL ... The council does not have a regular meeting scheduled
this week.
BOARD OF EDUCATION ... The school board will vote on a proposal to
build an inclusive Magical Bridge Playground at El Carmelo Elementary
School, discuss board policies and hear a report on the district’s California
Assessment of Student Performance and Progress (CAASPP) results. The
meeting will begin at 6:30 p.m. on Tuesday, Oct. 9, at the district office, 25
Churchill Ave.
PLANNING AND TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION ... The commission
plans to continue its discussion of zoning changes to promote housing,
including revisions to development standards, such as maximum/minimum
unit density, unit size, floor area ratio, height and parking requirements; and
consider a request for roof-top decks on existing structures at 285 Hamilton
Ave. The meeting will begin at 6 p.m. on Wednesday, Oct. 10, in the Council
Chambers at City Hall, 250 Hamilton Ave.
HISTORIC RESOURCES BOARD ... The board plans to continue its
hearing on 1107 Cowper St., a proposal to demolish a two-story home
in Professorville and construct a new home. The meeting will begin at
8:30 a.m. on Thursday, Oct. 11, in the Council Chambers at City Hall, 250
Hamilton Ave.
HUMAN RELATIONS COMMISSION ... The commission plans to hear a
report on the Palo Alto Mediation Program; hear presentations by the Vista
Center for the Blind and Visually Impaired and from the Downtown Streets
Team as part of the HSRAP Listening Forum; and discuss the council’s
recent adoption of the commission’s resolution reaffirming Palo Alto’s
commitment to a diverse, supportive, inclusive and protective community.
The meeting will begin at 7 p.m. on Thursday, Oct. 11, in the Community
Meeting Room at City Hall, 250 Hamilton Ave.
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CityView
A round-up

of Palo Alto government action this week

Board Policy Review Committee (Sept. 28)
Policies: The school board’s policy review committee discussed a range of
policies and bylaws, including on the board’s two-meeting rule for discussing
and taking action on agenda items. Action: None

City Council (Oct. 1)

980 Middlefield Road: The council held a study session on a proposal by
Marissa Mayer to convert a former mortuary at 980 Middlefield Road into a club
focused on working women. Action: None
Accessory Dwelling Units: The council made various zoning changes to the
city’s zoning code pertaining to accessory dwelling unit. The council voted
5-4 vote, with Filseth, Holman, Kniss and Kou dissenting, to remove the
5,000-square-foot “minimum lot” requirement for construction of new accessory
dwelling units. The council also voted 8-1 to explore further reforms, including
a waiver of permit fees for accessory-dwelling units that are designated for
affordable housing. Yes: DuBois, Filseth, Fine, Holman, Kniss, Scharff, Tanaka,
Wolbach No: Kou

Utilities Advisory Commission (Oct. 3)

Distributed energy source: The commission discussed a residential survey on
adoption of distributed energy resources technologies. It also discussed the
expansion of recycled water and water-reuse opportunities. Action: None

Architectural Review Board (Oct. 4)

429 University Ave.: The board recommended by a 2-1 vote not approving
facade changes proposed for the mixed-use building at 429 University Ave. Yes:
Gooyer, Thompson No: Lew Absent: Baltay, Furth
3705 El Camino Real: The board discussed a proposal by Palo Alto Housing for a
four-story development with 65 residential units at 3705 El Camino Real. The board
continued its discussion to allow for further design refinements . Action: None

TALK ABOUT IT

PaloAltoOnline.com
Should the City Council consider
asking candidates to abide by
voluntary campaign-spending limits?
Discuss this topic with others in
the community on Town Square,
the online discussion forum at
PaloAltoOnline.com/square.

Mayer
(continued from page 9)

goal of, ‘How do we help working
moms or women entrepreneurs?’”
Tanaka asked.
Vice Mayor Eric Filseth, who in
the past has been skeptical about
PC-zoned projects, noted that the
city has very few instances where
an existing PC zone expires.
He did not preclude approving
Mayer’s plan but argued that if
the city were to go forward with
the zone change, it would need to
be careful about impacts on the
neighborhood.
“Parking in this area is one of
the most hotly contested (issues) in
the city,” Filseth said, noting that
doctors and dentists in the neighborhood already feel excluded because they can’t purchase enough
parking permits. “We need to
make sure that all that fits.” Q
Staff Writer Gennady Sheyner
can be emailed at gsheyner@
paweekly.com.

Pulse

Tickets now on sale

November 3
No

Palo Alto

Sept. 26-Oct. 2
Violence related
Assault w/ a deadly weapon. . . . . . . . . 1
Battery . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Domestic violence . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Family violence . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Sex crime . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Theft related
Checks forgery . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Commercial burglaries . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
Credit card forgery . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Embezzlement . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Fraud . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Grand theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
Identity theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Petty theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7
Poss. of burglary tools . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Vehicle related
Auto burglary . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 13
Auto theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Bicycle theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Driving w/ suspended license. . . . . . . . 4
Driving without license . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Hit and run . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6
Parking/driving violation . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Scooter theft. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Theft from auto . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Vehicle accident/minor injury . . . . . . . . 7
Vehicle accident/property damage. . . . 8
Vehicle impound . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Vehicle theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Vehicle tow . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6
Alcohol or drug related
Drinking in public . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Driving under the influence . . . . . . . . . . 4
Drunk in public . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4
Possession of drugs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Possession of paraphernalia . . . . . . . . 2
Possession on school grounds. . . . . . . 1
Under influence of drugs . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Miscellaneous
Found dog . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Found property. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6
Lost property . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
Misc. penal code violation . . . . . . . . . . 4
Misc. municipal code violation . . . . . . . 4
Missing juvenile. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Outside assistance . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Psychiatric subject . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5
Public incident . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Sick and cared for . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Suspicious circumstances . . . . . . . . . . 2
Trespassing . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Vandalism . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
Warrant/other agency . . . . . . . . . . . . . 12

VIOLENT CRIMES

Crowne Plaza Cabaña
Hotel in Palo Alto
proceeds benefit children and adults with developmental disabilities
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Spectrum
Editorials, letters and opinions

Ken Dauber, Shounak Dharap for Palo Alto school board

W

ith the strongest board
in decades and a new
management team,
the Palo Alto school district is
in the process of a desperately
needed turnaround.
After more than five years
of mismanagement, legal noncompliance, lack of transparency and a multitude of selfinflicted controversies, the
district is finally equipped to
move beyond the chaos and
blunders of the past. It took two
election cycles and the replacement of two superintendents
and two law firms, but in the
end democracy is working.
Frustrated voters began this
process four years ago when
they elected Ken Dauber and
Terry Godfrey to the school
board. These two, while constituting a minority, brought important fresh and independent
critical thinking to a board that
had doubled-down on strategies developed in frequent
and improper closed sessions
to use all means necessary to
fight and resist the federal Office for Civil Rights (OCR)
investigations into the district.
It was an ill-fated series of actions that broke trust with parents and students and sent the
district down a rat hole of legal
expenses and obfuscation.
Dauber and Godfrey were
elected just three months into
the tenure of former Superintendent Max McGee, who had
been hired by the old board
to replace Kevin Skelly, the
superintendent who had to
leave after failing to inform
the board or the public about
OCR’s blistering criticisms of
the district’s handling of the
bullying of a disabled middle
school student.
McGee, who was touted for
his leadership of an innovative
math and technology-oriented
public boarding school in Illinois, started his job with
promises of working with, not
against, the Office for Civil
Rights’ investigations of the
school district. But it soon
became clear that he was not
equipped to deal with the administrative challenges of the
job and the magnitude of the
problems. Among other things,
he failed to inform OCR about
new sexual harassment and assault cases, misled the board
and public about his secret support for a new high school and
negotiated an unprecedented

three-year union contract
based on financial data that
was found a month later to
have been wrongly calculated.
He surrounded himself with
weak senior administrators,
which led to unprecedented
turnover and confusion about
organizational roles and
responsibilities.
In the 2016 election, voters
finished what they had started
in 2014 by electing two strong
newcomers, Todd Collins and
Jennifer DiBrienza.
With their election, four
of the five trustees were new
since McGee’s hiring, and they
developed a deepening concern
over McGee’s leadership, the
performance of other members
of his senior team and the district’s law firms, particularly in
their handling of sexual assault,
harassment and discrimination
claims, and compliance with
laws and policies in general.
The board took the unprecedented step of ordering independent investigations into
how the district and Paly staff
handled a 2016 sexual assault
and a Title IX report for an
incident in 2015, and these
reports, which showed major
failures in process, and other
revelations gave the board what
it needed to act. Chief Student
Services Officer Holly Wade,
the No. 2 under McGee who
was responsible for Title IX
investigations and special ed,
left the district in June 2017,
as did Associate Superintendent for Human Resources
Scott Bowers. Paly Principal
Kim Diorio and Gunn Principal Kathie Laurence were both
disciplined for their handling
of the Paly assaults. McGee
announced he would be “retiring” in June 2018 after a final
year with the district, but after
it was revealed last September
that his staff forgot to cancel
the third year of pay increases
contained in the union contract
by the March deadline, costing
the district millions of dollars, the board announced he
would be gone by the end of the
month. Chief Business Officer
Cathy Mak announced that she
too would be leaving, effective
later this month.
Bowers’ replacement, Karen
Hendricks, who had only been
in her job a few months, was
named interim superintendent
and immediately began bringing order and discipline to the
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district office. And new Superintendent Don Austin, who
started just three months ago, is
focused on assessing the needs
and problems of the organization, establishing better and
more open communications
both within the district and with
the public. He immediately recruited a well-regarded new
chief business and financial
officer, Jim Novak, to replace
Mak. He also appointed Hendricks as deputy superintendent.
Austin’s skills and leadership
style are markedly different
than McGee’s and appear wellmatched to the district’s immediate priority of getting itself
functioning competently so
that the educational and socialemotional needs of all students
can once again become the focus. Unlike McGee, whose big
ideas about education and innovation sucked up most of his
time and energy at the expense
of managing a $230 million
enterprise, Austin appears eager and capable of tackling the
hard work of building and running an effective and well-run
organization.

W

ith that backdrop, we
believe Ken Dauber
and Shounak Dharap
are the best candidates for the
two board positions on the
ballot. Dauber is the sole incumbent running since Terry
Godfrey decided not to seek a
second four-year term. In addition to Dharap, the other four
first-time candidates are Stacey Ashlund, Chris Boyd, Kathy
Jordan and Alex Scharf.
Four years ago, we supported Dauber’s election because
he shared our concerns about
the district’s poor handling of
the OCR investigations, student stress and well-being, the
lack of progress in addressing
the achievement gap, the need
for more data-driven decisionmaking, problems with the
Gunn High School counseling
program, the lack of an effective homework policy and the
failings of the special-education program.
During his tenure, he has
led the board in making progress on all these goals and as
board president has focused
on greater transparency and
improving the quality of board
meetings. Even his early critics, who didn’t like his public
criticism of the board’s actions

prior to running in 2014, have
largely come around to realizing he has been a force for
positive change and a strong
leader through a difficult period. His even temperament and
clear communications, along
with that of his colleagues, has
eliminated most of the drama
that characterized board behavior in past years. He was
a leader in bringing about the
personnel changes outlined
above.
Shounak Dharap is a litigation attorney and 2008 Gunn
High School graduate who
believes the community’s expectation of “academic exceptionalism” has created a culture
the puts enormous and often
unhealthy pressure on students
to achieve excellence in everything they do, from grades to
test results to athletic success.
He wants to see the district
give equal value and attention
to students and parents who are
looking for a more balanced
and less competitive approach
to high school and a focus on
helping teens find and explore
their passions.
Dharap’s training as an attorney and his thoughtful analysis
of issues will be a valuable addition to a board that has struggled with legal compliance
and process issues, especially
given the impending hiring of
a general counsel. This is also a
unique opportunity to diversify
the board by adding a younger
resident of Indian heritage who
graduated from the district just
a decade ago.
Of the remaining candidates,
Stacey Ashlund’s long involvement in the schools, the PTA
and on the city Parks and Recreation Commission make her the
best alternative. Her extensive
work as an advocate for special
needs children was shaped by
her own child’s experiences and
led her take on numerous special
ed leadership roles over many
years. Our reluctance to support
her stems from her ambivalence
about the need for the management changes undertaken by the
current board and whether she
will bring the needed independence and temperament to the
office. With three current board
members having children with
special needs we would prefer
a candidate, like Dharap, who
brings greater diversity to the
board.
Kathy Jordan is a parent,

former professional tennis
player and Stanford University
graduate who became publicly
involved in school issues last
spring, when she waged a campaign to have Diorio, and potentially others, fired over their
handling of sexual assault and
harassment allegations dating
back several years.
As much as we share some
of Jordan’s complaints about
the past failures of Paly and
district administrators who
handled these matters, her tactics do not suggest she has the
temperament to work effectively with other board members or
the new district administration.
She has sent hundreds of repetitive and demanding emails to
the board, administrators and
the media and made unreasonably broad requests for years
of emails between district
employees.
Her criticisms of the current
board are also misplaced. The
board took all the right steps to
investigate and remove or discipline the staff members who
made mistakes, as described
above.
Alex Scharf is a 2015 Paly
graduate and current Foothill College student who has
focused on his experience as
a student and his frustration
at how the district goes about
serving kids with special
needs.
Chris Boyd says he operates an after-school program
called Insted, but in researching his background the Weekly
found that his organization has
served only a handful of kids
and is not registered to do business in California, and he has
falsely claimed it is a 501(c)3
tax-exempt organization.
We are greatly encouraged
the actions the current board
has taken in the last two years
to address the district’s many
problems and to put in place a
new and stronger management
team. In an engaged community like Palo Alto there will
continue to be unexpected issues and controversies, such
as the middle school name
changes, the sex ed curriculum update, bell schedules and
weighted GPA.
But we are in a far better
place than at any point in the
last decade and we are confident that electing Ken Dauber
and Shounak Dharap is the best
way to continue that progress. Q

Check out Town Square!
Hundreds of local topics are being discussed by local residents
on Town Square, a reader forum sponsored by the Weekly at
PaloAltoOnline.com/square. Post your own comments, ask
questions or just stay up on what people are talking about
around town!

Guest Opinion
Castilleja should add a campus elsewhere — or move
by Carla Befera

O

ne
who
shies away
from conflict, and also is an
ardent supporter
of women’s education, I couldn’t
be more surprised
to find myself in
an adversarial
position with a
wel l-resp e ct e d
school whose work I admire. How did this
happen?
A native Palo Altan, I grew up across
the street from Green Gables (now Duveneck) Elementary. It was quiet after 3 p.m.;
evening/weekend events were rare. Kids
walked or rode bikes, and staff parked in
the school’s lot.
In 1968 we moved to a new home, also
across from a school — a quiet boarding
school that offered topnotch private education to some 180 girls. But after I went
away to college, my parents began grumbling about that nice school. Evidently it
had shut its dorms, becoming a commuter
school, expanding enrollment, and hosting
events. My dad described frustrations like
finding his narrow driveway blocked by
parked cars. And hearing screeching tires
as harried parents tore through the area,
double-parking to let girls off in the morning, honking for them after-school. With
385 enrollees, the school had grown to
twice the student/acre density of any other
public or private school in the area.
But the school continued to grow, adding
a larger playing field, a new pool, a threestory gym. Now neighbors’ nights and
weekends were pierced with game whistles from water polo, booming music from
dances, and streets jammed with parking
for over 100 events each school year. Quiet

Do not close Churchill
Avenue
Editor,
In response to last week’s
Spectrum question — Do you
favor closing the Churchill Avenue rail crossing to cars? — I
say “no” because that’s the way
I avoid Palo Alto’s midtown traffic. From Menlo Park, I go down
to Churchill on El Camino Real,
cross over Churchill to Alma
Street, and then go on to church
on Sunday. So I would like the
city to keep it open.
Eleanor Rakonitz
Windsor Drive, Menlo Park

No to Measure F
Editor,
Measure F is not the forum in
which to address health care costs.
SEIU circumvents their real motives by throwing the provider
costs/charges into the mix.
I used Stanford Health Care
during 2017 — car crash, heart

predawn hours were shattered by beeping
trucks delivering groceries and picking
up trash daily. Summer offered no respite:
weekly camps included double-decker buses lined up at 7 a.m., spewing fumes, ready
for field trips. This residential neighborhood had become a round-the-clock commercial thoroughfare.
Private schools, although high of mission, are essentially commercial enterprises. Unlike public schools, they require
a conditional use permit (CUP) to exist in
a residential (R-1) neighborhood, allowing
them to do business in a non-business zone.
In this case, the school does not especially
serve Palo Alto residents: More than 70
percent of Castilleja students commute
from other areas. Designated a nonprofit,
the school collects more than $20 million/
year in tuition, plus bequests, gifts, multimillions in endowment, but is exempt from
property taxes and contributes little revenue to the city whose services it uses.
In 1998 Castilleja sought to increase enrollment by another 25 percent. Unhappy
neighbors balked, spending two years hammering out a new CUP that capped enrollment at 415 students, with conditions to
reduce traffic, monitor parking, and keep
sound to reasonable levels. The city pointedly noted “any subsequent request for
additional students will not be favorably
looked upon by the city.” Problem solved!
Sadly, not.
Now we get to today’s controversy. As
has been reported, in 2013 Castilleja told
neighbors it would like another 30+ percent
enrollment increase. After questioning, the
school admitted it already had 448 students
— well over the 415 limit. Say what?? It
had begun exceeding its enrollment cap
immediately after the CUP was awarded.
Neighbors pointed to other unmet conditions — traffic calming measures, off-site

attack, etc. I obtained the itemized
costs of every single service, and,
although I was amazed at how
the dollars added up, thanks to
Medicare and my supp, I walked
out without paying a dime. Stanford accepts Medicare’s figure of
“reasonable” costs that amounts to
about l0 percent on each charge,
sometimes less, sometimes more.
Who pays the rest? No matter how you cut it, Stanford still
“eats” a good deal. Maybe they
should. But, Measure F is not the
path to transparency.
Gloria Pyszka
Charleston Road, Palo Alto

City is worsening
parking
Palo Alto is shockingly proposing to cut how much parking
most apartments and condominiums have to provide, even though
a city study found this will make
parking problems even worse.
The study found 59 parked cars

parking, shuttles, limited events — and
school officials shrugged. To say this made
tempers run high is an understatement.
This is where I re-enter the story. Having
moved back to my childhood home across
from Castilleja, I understood why my dad
was so infuriated by the school’s cavalier
attitude towards its previous agreement,
gallingly coupled with its request to grow
even bigger.
But call me Pollyanna, I still believed
neighbors and school could work together
to find a win/win. With the best of intentions, we went to work, meeting with neighbors and discussing the issues. A small
working group (including me) met with the
school for two solid years, outlining neighbors’ concerns — safety, traffic, parking,
noise — in detail, and making suggestions.
And we were told “no” in more ways than
I can count. Splitting campuses (like Pinewood and Crystal Springs have done)? Out
of the question. Moving all parking offsite
(as Nueva does)? Can’t be done. Reorient
to keep ingress/egress out of the neighborhood? Nope. Explore swapping its current
site (terrific for faculty housing) for a larger
site on Stanford’s extensive lands? Don’t be
silly. Prohibit students from driving their
own vehicles? Impossible.
The school finally unveiled and submitted its new master plan to the city, allowing no forum for neighbors’ input — but
proudly telling the city it was the result
of meetings with neighbors. It features an
underground garage for 117 cars that will
not accommodate buses or deliveries and
certainly does not offset 540 students and
140+ staff, plus all the attendees of sports
events, dances, and graduations.
So now we are here. Neighbors have protested to the city that the CUP — violated
for some 16 years — should be enforced.
Head of School Nanci Kauffman made an

at the 46-unit Midtown Court
Apartments behind the Midtown
CVS, but the proposed rules
would require just 49 spaces, putting at least 10 cars on the street.
And the study only checked the
building twice and study authors
admit they may have undercounted cars already parking on the
street.
Currently, most apartments and
condominiums must provide 1.25
parking spaces for studios, 1.5
spaces for one bedrooms, and 2
spaces for two or more bedrooms,
plus some guest parking. Yet the
city proposes to slash this to just
0.8 parking spaces for studios and
one-bedrooms and 1.6 spaces for
other units, with no guest parking.
The new proposals would also
be devastating for some affordable and senior housing projects.
The 57-unit Sheridan Apartments
needs about 54 parking spaces,
based on the study and recent
Residential Preferential Parking
permit sales to building residents.

elegant apology in this space, but she did
not offer to bring the school into compliance. The school has implemented some
of the traffic-calming measures it promised neighbors 18 years ago, and now extolls these improvements, suggesting this
should entitle it to more students. But few
neighbors believe the school population
can grow by another 30 percent — along
with unspecified growth in staff — without
wreaking more havoc on the area. And the
school has pretty well demonstrated that it
only puts forth good-neighbor efforts when
seeking another concession, not after the
agreement is signed.
Other institutions have figured this out.
St. Elizabeth Seton School did a great job
working with neighbors to moderate its
growth. Palo Alto Medical Foundation
moved from Professorville to El Camino
Real, where it has flourished. Harker
School moved to San Jose and now thrives
on four campuses. Crystal Springs split into
two campuses. Why is the city entertaining an application by a private school that
flouts rules everyone else has to obey?
We hope the city will recognize there are
limits to how many angels can fit on the
head of this particular pin, and the school
has reached it. Castilleja wants special
exceptions — to build 120,000 sf of new
buildings (code allows 87,000 sf), remove
some 57 healthy trees (including protected
oaks and redwoods), tear down two homes,
install a massive underground garage (unallowed in R-1 zones), and more.
We think women’s education is grand
and want to see this school succeed. But
it needs to accept that it has outgrown its
current location and must split campuses,
or move, so it can continue its fine work in
a setting that can accommodate its needs. Q
Carla Befera is an arts publicist. She can
be reached at CarlaBefera@gmail.com.

Under the proposed rules, the
building would only have to provide 43 spaces, putting 11 cars on
the street.
It’s already hard to find a
parking place in many parts of
town, where you have to squeeze
through streets overflowing with
parked cars. Making it worse is
wrong — and plain stupid after
we’ve paid for studies saying these
reductions won’t work.
Jeff Levinsky
Hamilton Avenue, Palo Alto

Wrong Melissa
Anderson
Editor,
There are two Melissa Andersons who have been active in the
local public schools in Palo Alto.
I am being confused with the Melissa Anderson who is the campaign manager for Kathy Jordan’s
school board campaign.
I do not support Kathy Jordan’s
candidacy.

I grew up in Palo Alto, graduating from Palo Alto High School
in 1983. My husband, Howard
Look, and I raised three kids
through Palo Alto schools: Walter
Hays, Jordan, Castilleja and Paly.
I was very involved at Paly including serving as president for Paly
Sports Boosters, on the board of
the Friends of the Paly Choir and
TEAM, and I organized Paly’s
Turkey Feast for eight years. I live
on Parkinson Avenue.
In the last three months, I made
two email requests to clarify
which Melissa Anderson is involved with Kathy Jordan: the
first to Kathy Jordan in June and
the second directly to Melissa
(Chiwa) Anderson on Oct. 1. They
have chosen not to comply with
my request.
I would like the Palo Alto
Weekly to publish this letter to help me further clear up
confusion.
Melissa Anderson
Parkinson Avenue, Palo Alto
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410 COLE COURT
PALO ALTO

Open House Friday 4:30 - 7:30pm and Saturday-Sunday 1 - 5pm
4 bedrooms | 3.5 bath | 2,112+/-sf
Built in 2014 this spacious end-unit townhome is a rare opportunity for homeownership in Palo Alto.
Centrally located near San Antonio Village, off-street bike path, and major commute routes.
Excellent Los Altos schools: Santa Rita Elementary, Egan Middle, Los Altos High (buyer to verify)
Offered at $2,498,000 | 410Cole.com

STACEY WOODS
650.793.4583
swoods@apr.com
swoods.apr.com
License #02002137

RAY HOGUE
650.964.3722
rhogue@apr.com
rhogue.apr.com
License #01980343

Square footage, acreage, and other information herein, has been received from one or more of a variety of different sources.
Such information has not been veriﬁed by Alain Pinel Realtors®. If important to buyers, buyers should conduct their own investigation.
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THE CITY IS
PALO ALTO
THE LEADER IS

ALAIN PINEL

$400M

$300M

$200M

$100M

$ 480.31 M

ALAIN PINEL REALTORS

$500M

$ 156.09 M

$ 151.26 M
$ 114.49 M
$ 93.35 M

$0M
Alain Pinel

APR.COM

Deleon Realty

|

PALO ALTO

Keller Williams

Coldwell Banker

578 UNIVERSITY AVENUE

Intero RE

650.323.1111

Volume shown in millions of dollars. Source: TrendGraphix, January 1 through June 30, 2018. Displaying the top 5 brokerages in Palo Alto based on All Property Types closed sales volume.

APR FALL CAMPAIGN
Jennifer Buenrostro
650.224.9539
jbuenrostro@apr.com
License# 01733750

Derk Brill

650.543.1117
dbrill@apr.com
License# 01256035

PALO ALTO CALL FOR PRICE

PALO ALTO $10,500,000

Breathtaking estate property featuring a totally restored
Spanish Revival residence on an expansive 24k sf lot. www.
CrescentParkEstate.com

Sold Expansive Crescent Park Estate. Sold in 2 days. 5
bedroom, 5 bathroom plus a guest house on an extra large
21,000 sf lot. Beautifully remodeled and very special.

Christy Giuliacci

Nancy Mott
650.255.2325
nmott@apr.com
License# 01028928

Christy Giuliacci

650.380.5989
Christy@apr.com

650.380.5989
Christy@apr.com

License# 01506761

License# 01506761

Sherry Bucolo
650.207.9909
Sbucolo@apr.com
License# 00613242

PALO ALTO $8,500,000

PALO ALTO $7,000,000

Sold Rare nearly ½ acre lot on a sought after street
in premier Crescent Park set among estate homes.
Represented buyers.

Sold Exquisite style and sophistication in the heart of
prestigious Old Palo Alto. Designer ﬁnishes and custom
upgrades.

Derk Brill

PALO ALTO $6,995,000

PALO ALTO $6,750,000

Close-in convenience and secluded privacy, with
exceptional Views! 6BR/6.5BA on one of the largest lots in
Palo Alto. www.LaurelGlenEstate.com

Sold with multiple offers. Recently constructed 4BR/3.5BR
featuring pool, detached & guest house in an outstanding
location.

License# 01256035

Harry Chang

415.699.9092
harrychang@apr.com

415.699.9092
harrychang@apr.com

License# 02025481

650.814.2913
cchang@apr.com

License# 00613242

650.543.1117
dbrill@apr.com

Harry Chang

Charlene Chang

650.207.9909
Sbucolo@apr.com

Derk Brill

650.543.1117
dbrill@apr.com
License# 01256035

Sherry Bucolo

License# 02025481

HILLSBOROUGH CALL FOR PRICE

LOS ALTOS CALL FOR PRICE

Sold Negotiated sale off-market. 5 BR contemporary estate
built in 2012 on private 2.25 acres + panoramic Bay views.

Sold Off-Market! Stunning 5 BR custom home with
expansive 16,700 SF lot. Desirable location in prime North
Los Altos.

License# 01353594

APR.COM

Over 30 Real Estate Offices Serving The Bay Area Including
Palo Alto
650.323.1111
Square footage, acreage, and other information herein, has been received from one or more of a variety of different sources.
Such information has not been veriﬁed by Alain Pinel Realtors®. If important to buyers, buyers should conduct their own investigation.

Page 16 • October 5, 2018 • Palo Alto Weekly • www.PaloAltoOnline.com

Charlene Chang
650.814.2913
cchang@apr.com
License# 01353594

APR FALL CAMPAIGN
Christy Giuliacci
650.380.5989
Christy@apr.com
License# 01506761

John Forsyth
James

Sherry Bucolo
650.207.9909
Sbucolo@apr.com
License# 00613242

PALO ALTO $5,880,000

LOS ALTOS HILLS $5,498,000

Sold SOLD for 20% over list price! Captivating Cape cod
style home on a large 11K lot in premier Crescent Park.
Contact us for our Fall listing promo!

Sold New construction just blocks to Downtown Los Altos
Village! 5 beds, 5.5 baths, 4,289 Sqft living space and 15,101
SqFt lot.

Arti Miglani

650.823.4624
pkalish@apr.com
PALO ALTO $5,175,000

LOS ALTOS CALL FOR PRICE

Sold Our strategic marketing plan and the prep work done
sold the home in one week with multiple offers. Thinking of
moving? “Let me tell you how I work. Let me work for you”

Coming Soon Impeccable custom on premier N. Los Altos
Street. Versatile 2 story ﬂoorplan, private yard with pool.
Spacious rooms, sophisticated.

Kathleen
Wilson

650.207.2017
kwilson@apr.com
License# 00902501

License# 01138400

Pat Kalish

650.804.6942
amiglani@apr.com
License# 01150085

650.218.4337
John.james@apr.com

License# 00702818

Michael
Johnston

PALO ALTO CALL FOR PRICE

PALO ALTO CALL FOR PRICE

Sold Newly built mediteraneaum style home located in
Crescent Park! 5 bed 4.5 ba. Kitchen-family great room.
Studio and more!

Coming Soon New construction, 5 bedrooms, 5 full baths +
2 half baths. Completion in October.

650.533.5102
mjohnston@apr.com
License# 01131203

Nadr Essabhoy
650.248.5898
nessabhoy@apr.com
License# 01085354

Umang
Sanchorawala

Supriya Gavande
650.556.3890
sgavande@apr.com

PALO ALTO $4,980,000

PALO ALTO $4,650,000

Beautiful, craftsman style home in the heart of downtown
Palo Alto. 4 bed/3.5 ba, plus separate 1 bed/1ba cottage

Sold Beautifully renovated Mediterranean style home in
desirable Community Center w 4 beds, 3 baths, 3,372 sf of
living space.

License# 01856590

650.960.5363
usanchor@apr.com
License# 01471341
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APR FALL CAMPAIGN

Arti Miglani

Grace Wu

650.804.6942
amiglani@apr.com
License# 01150085

650.208.3668
gwu@apr.com
MENLO PARK $4,500,000

PALO ALTO $4,398,000

Sold Charming Central Menlo Location! 11,400 sq ft lot
2700 sq ft living space4 bedroom 4.5 bath. Represented
buyer.

Located at the end of C-D-S offers 6bd, 4ba. House built
in 2003. Lower level has 2d large family room. High ceiling.
Wet bar, stairway to backyard.

Grace Wu

Dana Van
Hulsen

650.208.3668
gwu@apr.com
License# 00886757

PALO ALTO CALL FOR PRICE

PALO ALTO $3,900,000

New custom home in a C-D-S. 4bd, 3.5ba plus a small
cottage. 2560 sft +/- living area. Family room open to large
high ceiling patio. Close to schools and Mitchell Park.

Sold Prime Midtown Palo Alto East Coast Inspired 4 BD/3
BA home with beautifully landscaped private large backyard.
Top Rated Schools and Close To Silicon Valley Companies.

Sophie Tsang

License# 01749772

650.269.3422
dfei@apr.com
PALO ALTO CALL FOR PRICE

LOS ALTOS $3,860,000

Coming Soon Spectacular modern home built in 2010. One of
a kind design with high end ﬁnishes. Easy single story indoor/
outdoor living with low maintenance yards.

Sold Gorgeous 4 bedroom, 3 bathroom home in wonderful
location close to the Village. Remodeled gourmet kitchen
and fabulous rear yard with beautiful gardens.

Sophie Tsang

License# 01217572

Derk Brill

650.687.7388
sophie@apr.com
License# 01399145

650.248.3950
dvanhulsen@apr.com

Delia Fei

650.687.7388
sophie@apr.com
License# 01399145

License# 00886757

650.543.1117
dbrill@apr.com
PALO ALTO $3,305,000

PALO ALTO $3,285,000

Sold Ideal location in midtown. Close to Mitchell Park library.
Lovingly maintained. Ease and comfort. Listed at $2,588,000,
sold for $3,305,000. Vtour: 567Alger.com

Sold Recently constructed 3BR/3BA contemporary build
within walking distance to Downtown Palo Alto.
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License# 01256035

APR FALL CAMPAIGN
Scott Symon
415.407.0707
smsymon@apr.com
License# 01363506

Siobhan
O’Sullivan

650.776.5445
sosullivan@apr.com
License# 01298824

LOS ALTOS $3,298,000

MENLO PARK $3,149,000

Country setting in heart of Silicon Valley! Move in or build
new. www.437Mundell.com.

4 bedrooms/3 baths With a nod to classic East Coast style,
this west-side Menlo Park home is stunning inside and out

Shary Symon
650.400.3946
ssymon@apr.com
License# 01098351

Terry Rice

Lori Buecheler

650.207.4142
trice@apr.com
License# 00621581

650.387.2716
lorib@apr.com

PALO ALTO $3,188,000

SAN CARLOS $3,020,000

Sold Spacious light ﬁlled home on a quiet cul-de-sac close
to Mitchell Park and Charleston shopping center. 5bd,
2.5ba, 2103+/- sq.ft. on 10,000+/- sq.ft. lot.

Sold Sold with multiple offers, gorgeous 4 bedroom,
3.5 bath remodeled light-ﬁlled home is ideal for indoor/
outdoor living.

License# 01859485

Jennifer Buenrostro
650.224.9539
jbuenrostro@apr.com
License# 01733750

Sophie Tsang

650.687.7388
sophie@apr.com

Nancy Mott
650.255.2325
nmott@apr.com
License# 01028928

PALO ALTO CALL FOR PRICE

PALO ALTO CALL FOR PRICE

Coming Soon Lovely updated Green Gables Home. 3bd,
2ba new kitchen and bath. Lovely yard. Duveneck School.
Attached 2 car garage. Turn key.

Sold with multiple offers. Lovingly maintained 4 bedroom
2 bath home on a quiet street in Midtown. Large wide lot.
Fix up or rebuild. Excellent location and potential.

Desiree
Docktor

650.291.8487
ddocktor@apr.com
License# 01808874

License# 01399145

Pat Kalish

650.823.4624
pkalish@apr.com
PALO ALTO $3,298,000

PALO ALTO CALL FOR PRICE

Charming 2-story 4 bedroom, 2-bath home in sought after
Old Palo Alto. Close to California Ave shops, restaurants,
cafes and Cal-Train. Excellent Palo Alto Schools.

Coming Soon Approx 1 acre with livable existing house.
Los Altos Hills with Palo Alto mailing address and Palo Alto
schools.

License# 00702818
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APR FALL CAMPAIGN
Stacey Woods
650.793.4583
swoods@apr.com
License# 02002137

Shari Ornstein
650.814.6682
sornstein@apr.com

Ray Hogue
650.964.3722
rhogue@apr.com
License# 01980343

PALO ALTO $2,950,000

STANFORD $2,935,000

Sold Charming home in desirable Green Gables
neighborhood. 3bed/1bath. Close to Duveneck Elementary,
Community Center and Stanford. Sold over list.

Sold Uniquely Designed Stanford Contemporary 4
bedroom/ 3.5 bathroom home with family room features
seamless indoor-outdoor living.

Lori Buecheler

License# 01028693

Shelly
Roberson

650.387.2716
lorib@apr.com

License# 01859485

BURLINGAME $2,900,000

PALO ALTO CALL FOR PRICE

Sold Sold in less than one week with multiple offers,
this beautiful four bedroom home has been completely
remodeled with attention to detail throughout.

First time on market this lovely well maintained 4 bed
3 bath home is located in the desirable Green Gables
neighborhood.

650.464.3797
sroberson@apr.com
License# 01143296

Liz Rhodes
650.722.3000
lrhodes@apr.com
License# 01179852

Jenny Teng

650.245.4490
jteng@apr.com

LOS ALTOS $2,898,000

MOUNTAIN VIEW $2,850,000

Soon 10,000 SqFt lot with approved plans for a
5,231 SqFt home – ready to pull permits. Excellent North
Los Altos Location.

Sold Single story gem in the desirable Waverly Park
neighborhood. Easy access to El Camino Real, highways
85, 237 and 280. Excellent Mountain View Schools.

John Forsyth JamesComing
650.218.4337
John.james@apr.com
License# 01138400

Denise Simons

Denise Simons

650.269.0210
dsimons@apr.com
License# 01376733

License# 01023687

650.269.0210
dsimons@apr.com

PALO ALTO $2,710,000

PALO ALTO $2,700,000

Sold Stylishly updated 4 bedroom, 2 bath mid-century
modern Eichler with abundant natural light, walls of
windows and an open ﬂoor plan.

Sold A private courtyard welcomes you into this delightful 4
bed, 2 bath updated Stern and Price home ideally located
near top rated schools and Mitchell Park Community Center.

APR.COM
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License# 01376733

APR FALL CAMPAIGN
Stacey Woods
650.793.4583
swoods@apr.com
License# 02002137

Kathleen
Wilson

650.207.2017
kwilson@apr.com
License# 00902501

PALO ALTO $2,650,000

PALO ALTO CALL FOR PRICE

Sold Perfect location for a creative buyer or builder! 2
bedroom, 1 bathroom 6800 sf lot.

Coming Soon Spacious 4 bed/3.5 bath with designer
ﬁnishes throughout. Built in 2014. Close to shopping and
major commute routes. Excellent Los Altos schools.

Ray Hogue
650.964.3722
rhogue@apr.com
License# 01980343

Xin Jiang
650.283.8379
Xjiang@apr.com
License# 01961451

Sophie Tsang

650.687.7388
sophie@apr.com

Alan Dunckel
650.400.0324
adunckel@apr.com

PALO ALTO $2,498,000

PALO ALTO $2,350,000

Updated Mid-century Modern in Family-Friendly Palo
Verde. 6600sf lot, 1698sf living. 4BR/2BA.

Sold Outstanding location, one block from University Ave.
Close to parks, restaurants, shops, train and bus stops. Listed
at $1,990,000, sold for $2,350,000. Vtour: 330BryantA.com

License# 00866010

Pamela Culp

Lori Buecheler

415.640.3293
pculp@apr.com
License# 00896337

650.387.2716
lorib@apr.com

PORTO VALLEY $2,250,000

PALO ALTO $2,180,000

Sold Stunning views to the bay from the lovely home in Los
Trancos make this a peaceful retreat. It has 4 BRS and 2.5
baths and gorgeous living spaces.

Sold Prime Old Palo Alto location with gorgeous remodeled
kitchen and spacious living areas surrounded by peaceful
gardens. 2 bedroom/1 bath.

Kathleen
Wilson

650.207.2017
kwilson@apr.com
License# 00902501

License# 01399145

License# 01859485

Michael
Johnston

BELMONT $2,000,000

MOUNTAIN VIEW CALL FOR PRICE

Sold Four bedroom, two and 1/2 bath. New kitchen and
baths. High vaulted ceilings. Spectacular views! Move in
condition.

Coming Soon 3 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, huge detached, 2
car garage. Great back yard.

650.533.5102
mjohnston@apr.
com
License# 01131203
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APR FALL CAMPAIGN

Supriya
Gavande

650.556.3890
sgavande@apr.com
License# 01856590

Michael
Johnston

PALO ALTO $1,798,000

MENLO PARK $1,979,000

Enjoy upscale urban living in the heart of downtown ~
Elegant corner single level condominium~ Two balconettes
& spacious patio~Elevator secure access~ 2 parking spaces.

Well maintained 3 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, 2 car garage in
The Willows. Excellent Menlo Park Schools.

650.533.5102
mjohnston@apr.
com
License# 01131203

Liz Rhodes
650.722.3000
Lrhodes@apr.com
License# 01179852

Supriya
Gavande

Michele Harkov
650.773.1332
Mharkov@apr.com
License# 01838875

EMERALD HILLS $1,798,000

PALO ALTO $1,699,000

Enjoy this Emerald Hills 3bed/2.5 bath home on a quiet culde-sac, minutes from downtown Redwood City, Roy Cloud
school!

Crescent Park/Downtown stylishly remodeled 2 bed&2 bath
home of 1313 sf on ground ﬂoor~A private end unit w/ 2 large
outdoor patios~1-car garage~Hardwood ﬂoors throughout.

650.556.3890
sgavande@apr.com
License# 01856590

Liz Rhodes
650.722.3000
Lrhodes@apr.com
License# 01179852

Jean-Luc
Laminette

Michele Harkov
650.773.1332
Mharkov@apr.com
License# 01838875

SUNNYVALE $1,698,000

PALO ALTO $1,688,000

Sold Enjoy living in the heart of Silicon Valley, close to the
Bay Area’s top companies & activities. Five
bedroom/ﬁve baths.

Exceptional Sterling Park townhome. Former model home,
quiet in pristine condition. Best location in the community.

650.833.9336
jllaminette@apr.com
License# 01847917

Greg Celotti
650.740.1580
greg@apr.com
License# 01360103

Ling Lau

650.269.6809
llau@apr.com
License# 01177889

SAN JOSE $1,650,000

SAN CARLOS $1,598,000

Sold Pristine craftsman in wonderful neighborhood
adjacent to Rose Garden. 1 mile to downtown, Santana
Row. 4ba/2ba with 2660 s.f. Represented buyer.

Absolutely gorgeous 3bd, 2.5ba home on a quiet street.
385Ridge.com

APR.COM

Over 30 Real Estate Offices Serving The Bay Area Including
Palo Alto
650.323.1111
Square footage, acreage, and other information herein, has been received from one or more of a variety of different sources.
Such information has not been veriﬁed by Alain Pinel Realtors®. If important to buyers, buyers should conduct their own investigation.

Page 22 • October 5, 2018 • Palo Alto Weekly • www.PaloAltoOnline.com

Candi Athens
650.504.2824
cathens@apr.com
License# 01973120

APR FALL CAMPAIGN
Greg Celotti
650.740.1580
greg@apr.com
License# 01360103

Pat Kalish

650.823.4624
pkalish@apr.com
License# 00702818

SAN MATEO $1,575,000

SAN CARLOS CALL FOR PRICE

Sold Ready for major remodel, close to Downtown and 101.
Lovely street.

Coming Soon Gorgeous 2bd, 2.5ba townhome with
spectacular views of SF and the bay. 1Mayﬂower.com

Candi Athens
650.504.2824
cathens@apr.com
License# 01973120

Pam Page

Denise Simons

650.400.5061
ppage@apr.com
License# 00858214

650.269.0210
dsimons@apr.com

LOS ALTOS $3,300,000

SUNNYVALE CALL FOR PRICE

Sold! Wonderful 4bd/2.5ba in North Los Altos, close to
town. Remodeled ﬁve years ago, on a large cul-de-sac lot.

Coming Soon Move right into this lovely, remodeled 3 bed,
1 bath home in West Sunnyvale with Homestead High and
close to Washington Park and downtown Sunnyvale.

License# 01376733

Greg Celotti
650.740.1580
greg@apr.com
License# 01360103

Shelly
Roberson

650.464.3797
sroberson@apr.com
License# 01143296

PALO ALTO CALL FOR PRICE

SAN CARLOS $1,398,000

Luxurious Downtown Palo Alto 55+ community - 2BD,
2BA condo with 10ft ceilings, ﬁreplace, balcony and lots
of amenities.

Coming Soon Gorgeous 3bd/2ba home close to downtown,
Caltrain, plus excellent schools. 1011Hall.com

Pamela Culp
415.640.3293
pculp@apr.com
License# 00896337

EAST PALO ALTO $1,398,000

REDWOOD CITY $1,050,000

Located in a neighborhood of homes built in the early
2000s. This stunning 4 BR 2.5BA home is a wonderful
value.

Charming 2Bd, 1Ba bungalow in fabulous Redwood City
neighborhood. Remodeled thru-out. Private yard, 1 car
garage.

Candi Athens
650.504.2824
cathens@apr.com
License# 01973120

Andrea
Meinhardt
Schultz

650.575.3632
aschultz@apr.com
License# 01196243
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Cover Story

Shaping students’ futures
Six vie for two seats on Palo Alto school board
Story by Elena K advany | Photos by Veronica Weber

ith the coming election of two members to
the Palo Alto Unified
School District Board of Education, voters have the chance to
shape the future of a district that
finds itself at a pivotal juncture.
After several years of controversies and crises, including financial errors, the mishandling of
sexual misconduct, management
turmoil and a student suicide cluster, the school district appears to
be on the brink of a new era. The
district has a new superintendent
who is reimagining the personnel, operations and vision of the

W

district office. A near-clean sweep
of top administrators has resulted
in a new human-resources director, chief business official and
chief academic officers, among
other positions.
While some progress has been
made on key issues in the last
four years — legal compliance,
the achievement gap, special education, student mental health —
many in the school community
want to see more from their elected
officials on these and other issues.
The board also faces the difficult task of healing a community
that is divided in many ways, with

fissures both philosophical and
racial uncovered by contentious
debates over weighted grade-point
averages, the renaming of a middle school after a Japanese-American alumnus and sex-education
curriculum.
Whoever is elected to fill the
two open seats on the five-member
school board will shape and inform this next stage in the district’s
history. There are six candidates:
special-education advocate Stacey
Ashlund, after-school-program director Christopher Boyd, incumbent Ken Dauber, attorney Shounak Dharap, parent Kathy Jordan

and recent graduate Alex Scharf.
The two elected members will
join Melissa Baten Caswell, Todd
Collins and Jennifer DiBrienza
at the dais. Current trustee Terry Godfrey is not running for
re-election.
Also on the November ballot — though not covered in this
series of candidate profiles — is
Measure Z, a bond measure that
if approved, would fund the next
20 years of capital improvements
at the schools. Voters will also
have the opportunity to support
or oppose term limits for trustees. If approved, Measure Y will

limit board members to two, fouryear terms in office. To read the
Weekly’s editorial endorsements
on Measures Y and Z, which were
published on Sept. 28, go to tinyurl.com/YZendorse.
The Weekly’s endorsement of
two of the six candidates is in this
paper’s Spectrum section. Q

WATCH IT ONLINE

www.PaloAltoOnline.com
To watch videos of the Weekly’s
Sept. 20 school-board debate and
endorsement interviews with all of the
candidates, go to PaloAltoOnline.com
or YouTube.com/paweekly/videos.

Alex Scharf
lex Scharf knows intimately what it’s like to be
a student in the Palo Alto
Unified School District.
He attended district schools
from kindergarten through 12th
grade: Juana Briones and Ohlone
elementary schools; the now-renamed Fletcher and Greene middle schools; and Palo Alto High
School, from which he graduated
in 2015. He’s currently attending
Foothill College part time.
While Scharf willingly admits
he’s not been closely watching
the school board, only recently
attending board meetings after
deciding to run for a seat in the
November election, he sees his
firsthand experience with key
district issues, especially special
education and student mental
health, as uniquely beneficial.
“I’ve had a lot of problems in
the district and it’s one of those
things where I’ve kind of always
thought, ‘How hard can it be (to
solve) some of these simple problems?’ I don’t need to necessarily
do everything; that’s why there are
multiple people on the board,” he
said in an endorsement interview
with the Weekly. “I can help solve
a lot of these issues that don’t seem
to be looked at or (that the board
hasn’t) spent effort on solving.”
Scharf received his first individualized education plan (IEP)
in fifth grade, he said, due to
problems he had with a teacher
the year before. Based on his
experience in middle and high
school, he’s sharply criticized
teachers’ failure to provide required special-education services. At Paly, he said, one teacher
marked down a perfectly scored
science test due to grammatical
errors, despite the fact that his
IEP stated that he didn’t have to
worry about spelling and grammar in classes other than English.
As a result, he failed the test.
In another example, he said he
decided to audit Advanced Placement physics and on the first day
of the class was told he wasn’t
allowed to enroll. He and his
mother pushed back, but it took

A

nearly three months for the district to agree he could audit the
class — at which point, he said,
it felt too late in the school year
to do so.
“Even though we ended up kind
of winning that argument, you
kind of lose in the end anyway,”
Scharf said.
He attributes these kinds of
issues to a lack of training of
teachers about special-education
compliance and requirements.
Increased training should be
paired with an accountability
system, including punishment
for teachers who don’t follow
through.
Scharf’s experience in Palo
Alto was often defined by what
he described as “long, drawn-out
fights” with the district for services and access. The No. 1 actions the district should take to
mend what many special-education families feel is an adversarial
relationship are to simply listen
and be responsive, he said.
“You have to earn trust through
action,” he said. “I think the most
important thing is to do what you
say you’re going to do.”
He’s supportive of another
candidate’s proposal to create an
ombudsperson position, an independent office for receiving and
investigating students’, parents’
and staff members’ complaints.
Scharf has also criticized the
district’s case-manager structure,
which he said isn’t conducive to
students developing relationships
and advocates. When he was in
middle school, case managers
were assigned by grade, and in
high school, he had four different case managers due to high
turnover.
“I never really got time to know
them and have them advocate for
me properly,” he said.
Scharf also has been open about
his own struggles with mental
health, including a depression diagnosis, being bullied throughout
his time in the district and taking a gap year after graduating to
focus on his physical and mental
health. In 2015, Scharf helped
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Alex Scharf, who graduated from Palo Alto High School in 2015, believes his experience with the school
district’s special-education services could help the school board solve problems with the program.
plan a youth forum on mental
health called “In This Together:
A Place to Share, A Place to Support, A Place to Heal.” The goal
was to raise awareness about
mental health among both youth
and adults, with discussion circles and workshops.
On his campaign website,
alongside endorsements and
campaign promises, are links
to numerous special education
and mental health resources and
the option to donate to the National Alliance on Mental Illness
(NAMI) in addition to or instead
of a campaign contribution.
An Adolescent Counseling Services counselor in middle school
who Scharf said breached confidentiality left him with a negative
perception of support services in
the district, though he acknowledges that improvements have
been made since he graduated,
including the hiring of full-time,
licensed therapists rather than
interns and the opening of wellness centers at both high schools.
These additions, while positive,
still merit close evaluation, he
said, including to make sure that
all students, regardless of race or
socioeconomic background, are
accessing services if needed.

He sees teachers, however —
as the adults interacting the most
with students every day — as the
most powerful advocates for student mental health. He believes
teachers who actively support
students’ well-being should be
recognized or compensated in
some way.
Scharf has also proposed that
the district provide scholarships or some form of financial
compensation for students who
are seeing therapists outside of
school to increase accessibility

and encourage students who need
help to seek it.
Scharf seems cautiously optimistic that the district of today is
on a path to be better than it was
when he was a student. He’s heartened by a change of the guard at
the district office but cautions that
“change in personnel is not the
progress itself.”
“I think changing personnel is
good, but it’s only a start,” he told
the Weekly. “You need to, with the
new personnel, look into the old
problems”. Q

About Alex Scharf
Age: 21
Education: Palo Alto High School, current student at Foothill College
Family members: I live with my parents and five parrots, three of which
are fosters.
I’ve lived in Palo Alto for: All my life. I was born here.
Favorite high school class: Comedy Literature
Favorite quote: “In theory, there is no difference between theory and
practice. In practice, there is.” —Jan van de Snepscheut
Proudest moment: I’m proudest of the fact that I keep trying and
not giving up after failure. So many treatments haven’t worked for my
depression over the years, but I keep being willing to work through and
try new things and not give up. I am proud I’ve stuck through 10 years
and found something that worked.
Campaign website: alexscharf.nationbuilder.com
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Where they stand: The candidates’ views on six district issues
Find out where the school board candidates stand on six key issues, as paraphrased by the Weekly from public comments,
election debates and interviews with the Weekly. Candidate Christopher Boyd did not respond to questions about these issues.
Stacey Ashlund

Ken Dauber

Shounak Dhar ap

K athy Jordan

Alex Scharf

Do you agree with
the board’s Sept.
25 vote to hire a
general counsel?

No. The position is a “big statement
about our priorities as a district”
and the argument that it will
cut down on the district’s legal
spending is “highly misguided.” She
doesn’t see a general counsel as
helping to redirect resources to the
district’s core mission of supporting
students.

Yes. Dauber voted to approve the
position three years ago and said
it’s a “mistake” that it wasn’t filled
at the time. He believes a general
counsel would reduce spending
on external law firms and provide
proactive, on-the-spot legal advice
to ensure compliance.

Yes. The position is a “no brainer,”
would reduce spending on outside
law firms and “is crucial to building
the culture of compliance that has
been absent in the district for far
too long.”

Yes, it is “long overdue.” Jordan
believes the general counsel should
report directly to the board to “build
trust with the community.”

Yes, though he believes the job
requirements, as posted by the
district, were not specific enough
to ensure the hiring of a quality
person.

Do you agree with
the board’s 2017
decision to report
weighted grade
point averages
(GPA) on high
school students’
transcripts?

Yes. The board “did the right thing”
by implementing the same practice
at both high schools.

Yes, though the district should
solicit feedback from students on
why they are enrolling in particular
classes to determine whether
grade weight is influencing those
decisions.

No. He would not have voted to
report weighted GPAs and said
that “any policy that disincentivizes
students from taking elective
courses, from exploring what really
drives their passion to learn, is in
my opinion not a great policy.”

Yes. Weighted GPA is “just one
indicator about a student.”

Yes, especially to ensure access for
seniors applying to the University of
California. “Providing people with
multiple options is good,” though
the district should review whether
weighted grades are impacting
elective availability or student wellbeing.

Should the
district’s
negotiations with
the teachers and
classified unions
be more open to
the public?

Ashlund, who was endorsed by the
teachers’ union, said she sees no
reason to change current practice,
which is closed negotiations. “I
trust our teachers and I trust our
teachers union,” she said. “I trust
them to negotiate fairly for what
the teachers deserve, what the
classified staff deserve.”

Yes. The district should within legal
limits go “as far as we possibly
can” in providing transparency
into labor negotiations. Dauber
is “fully” committed to publicly
sunshining negotiations and said
he has discussed that with the
superintendent, who has indicated
that the district and unions are
discussing “how to open up the
process.”

Dharap, who was endorsed by the
teachers’ union, believes negotiations
could be hampered if they are
“completely open” but supports
gathering public comment before
negotiations begin and having the
board directly involved in the sessions.
Upon learning that the Palo Alto
City Council is considering making
proposals and counterproposals
public, he said he would support such
a model for the district, despite his
earlier concern that doing so would be
“counterproductive to having efficient
negotiations.”

Yes. Jordan would prefer open
negotiations. It is not “appropriate
for a public entity that’s financed
by our public tax dollars” to
have a process “with no visibility
whatsoever.”

Yes, though he’s unsure of the
implications of doing so. Scharf
said he is “all for getting people
introduced to the problem earlier so
that they can have a bigger impact.”

Do you support
or oppose the
board’s twomeeting rule,
which requires
that agenda items
are presented at
a first meeting for
discussion and a
second time for
action?

Support. It has value for public
transparency and providing board
members time to consider issues
thoughtfully. The rule “has been
in place in PAUSD for at least 40
years and we would need a very
solid reason to remove it,” she said.

Oppose. Dauber describes this as
the “do everything twice rule” and
sees it as unnecessarily hampering
board action. If re-elected he will
propose suspending the rule on a
test basis (though for certain issues
the board agenda-setting group
could choose to apply the twomeeting rule), and if that goes well,
lobby to change board policy to
eliminate the rule.

Support. Dharap said the rule gives
board members time “to grapple
with controversial issues,” which
“leads to more thoughtful solutions
and maintains transparency in the
decision-making process. However,
if there’s “broad support” for an
agenda item at the first meeting, he
believes it’s appropriate to waive
the rule “in the interest of effective
governance while still staying true
to the rule’s purpose.”

Support, “unless it’s an emergency
of some type.” The rule “provides
transparency to the public into
the school district’s affairs, and
transparency is something the
district has been lacking.”

Support. It provides an opportunity
for the public to weigh in, and
“giving people an opportunity to
talk is not going to be bad.”

Would you vote to
allocate funding
to support
the county’s
proposal to
build affordable
housing for
regional school
district teachers
and staff in Palo
Alto?

Yes, “assuming it was part of an
overall solid budget plan for the
district.”

He doesn’t “yet” support this
proposal and said it should
be evaluated within the “larger
context” of options to address the
affordable housing and teacher
retention in Palo Alto. He believes
that the board will at some point
have to consider building teacher
housing on district land.

Yes. “Solutions to regional
problems like cost of living are
most effective when they are the
products of regional consensus,”
he said, noting that the district’s
support “would be a crucial step
towards achieving the regional
consensus necessary to implement
the plan.”

No. She would rather use tax
dollars to benefit a larger swath
of teachers, rather than a small
number in Palo Alto Unified and
other districts in the region.

Yes. Investing in a specific project
“is going to be much more cost
effective than just ... tossing out
money to the individual teachers.”

Do you support
term limits for
school board
members,
Measure Y, which
will go to voters
on the November
ballot?

Ashlund declined to state
definitively if she supports this
ballot measure, but it’s not
something she would have
“advocated strongly for.” Term limits
could harm the district’s “longevity,”
she said.

Yes. Dauber voted in favor of a
resolution ordering a term limits
measure for the November election.

Yes, “absolutely.”

Yes.

No, the system is “OK” as is given
that incumbents have to secure
enough votes to be re-elected.
Experience is helpful for the district.
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K athy Jordan
t a Board of Education
meeting in early September, Kathy Jordan took to
the speakers’ podium to draw
parallels between her speaking out against what she sees as
wrongdoing in the school district
and football player Colin Kaepernick’s new Nike ad campaign,
whose slogan is “Believe in
something, even if it means sacrificing everything.”
A similar philosophy, Jordan
says, has motivated her own
dogged protest of sorts against
the district.
She has spoken forcefully at
board meetings, publicly calling
for the termination of employees who mishandled two sexualassault reports at Palo Alto High
School, the issue that prompted
her to get more actively involved
in the schools and to run for a
seat on the board. She has made
close to 100 Public Records Act
requests of the district in the pursuit, she says, of greater transparency around employee misconduct. She filed multiple personnel
complaints as well as complaints
with the California Department
of Education and the U.S. Department of Education’s Office
for Civil Rights related to the two
sexual-assault cases.
Jordan describes herself as an
independent voice and staunch
defender of student rights who
will “fight” to put students and
accountability first in a way current leadership hasn’t.
“What’s needed is a will and
commitment to this cause, an integrity that looks like it was short
on all three from what I see,” she
told the board in May 2017, in the
wake of the public disclosure of
an October 2016 on-campus sexual assault at Paly.
Jordan is the mother of two
daughters, one a current district
student and the older a Paly graduate. An East Coast native, Jordan
attended Stanford University in
the late 1970s and went on to play
tennis professionally, winning seven Grand Slam doubles titles. She
also served as a player advocate
for the Women’s Tennis Association and on the organization’s governing body, the Women’s Tennis

A

Association Tour.
She also worked in politics in
the 1990s. She worked as a field
representative and director on
U.S. Senator Dianne Feinstein’s
campaign, was campaign manager for Congresswoman Anna
Eshoo for several months and also
worked on Lynn Yeakel’s Senate
campaign in Pennsylvania.
In the school district, Jordan
served as co-secretary for Palo
Alto Council of PTAs for four
years, was a parent network cochair and volunteered on a district
committee that recommended a
new school calendar.
After the October 2016 Paly
sexual assault incident was reported in local media, she started
regularly attending board meetings and sharply criticizing the
board’s “lack of leadership” in
holding employees accountable.
In an endorsement interview
with the Weekly, she said she
would have done several things
differently had she served on
the board at the time: She would
have pressed to identify the administrators and staff mentioned
in two written reports by Cozen
O’Connor, the law firm hired to
investigate the two Paly sexual assault cases. (The staff names were
redacted in the October 2016 incident report but announced verbally at a school board meeting; the
names were redacted and have not
been released from the November
2015 incident report.)
Jordan believes additional discipline could be warranted for the
administrators who remain in the
district, including Adam Paulson,
who is now Paly’s principal, and
Kathie Laurence, who is now
Gunn High School’s principal.
She has filed multiple personnel
complaints against both Paulson
and Laurence, as well as thenprincipal Kim Diorio and thensuperintendent Max McGee, who
have since resigned.
“It seems to me that to make
change, we need to know who did
wrong (and) what went wrong,”
Jordan said. “If they’re held individually accountable ... then I
think they’re going to change their
behavior.”
She believes any discipline of

Kathy Jordan, standing outside of Duveneck Elementary School, has spent countless hours at school
board meetings criticizing the leadership for its mishandling of sexual-assault cases and other issues.
public employees who fail to follow law or district policy should
be made public, but more routine
performance evaluations or complaints about a teacher’s classroom ability, for example, do not
need to be publicly accessible.
Jordan said she would have also
allowed students, parents or others with misconduct allegations to
enter them directly into a separate
district system, in addition to the
current practice of staff entering reports and complaints into
a database for tracking reports of
discrimination, harassment and
bullying.
“Allowing direct entry in this
way, from the actual complainant, and tracking it against what
is entered by district personnel,
would serve as a check and balance on the district, and would
provide an avenue for complainants to make sure their complaints
would actually be dealt with appropriately,” she wrote in an email
to the Weekly.
Jordan defends her high volume of Public Records Act requests, arguing that the employee
misconduct is to blame. She
sees transparency and accountability as key to rebuilding trust
among community members who,
like her, have lost confidence in
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At Eastside College Prep Theater
East Palo Alto

district leadership and the school
board in recent years.
Jordan sees systemic compliance failures in many areas of
district operations, including the
budget, special education and
instructional minutes at the high
schools. If elected, she said, she
would advocate for auditing of
areas beyond finances.
Her campaign also focuses on
academic excellence, “including
challenging classes for academically advanced students, electives
and extracurriculars,” her campaign website states — a position

that she said has drawn support
from a segment of the Chinese
parent community.
Campaign finance reports released last week show many contributions from donors with Chinese surnames.
When pressed as to why Chinese parents in particular are
compelled by her promise to
promote academic excellence
for all, Jordan said: “Everybody
came here, whether it was from
China or Pennsylvania like me ...
(continued on page 29)

About Kathy Jordan
Age: 58
Occupation: Parent, student advocate
Education: Bachelor’s at Stanford University; MSM, Stanford Graduate
School of Business
Family members: Married with two children
I’ve lived in Palo Alto: Since 1991
My favorite high school class: U.S. History
My favorite quote: “Hope has two beautiful daughters. Their names are
anger and courage; anger at the way things are, and courage to see that
they do not remain the way they are.” —Augustine of Hippo
My proudest moment: Being part of the winning tennis team at Stanford
in 1978 — the AIAW national women’s tennis collegiate team title.
Campaign website: kathy2018.com
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Carol McComb’s “Starting to Play” workshop
hop includes
the FREE use of a Loaner Guitar for the duration
uration
of the classes. * Regular cost is just $180 for nine
weeks of group lessons, and all music is included.
ncluded.
* “Starting to Play” meets for one hour each Monday
day night
nigh
for nine weeks beginning October 1st.
For more information about this and Carol’s other classes
at Gryphon, visit www.carolmccomb.com
and click on “group classes.”
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Shounak Dhar ap
t was Shounak Dharap’s
concern about the potential downsides of reporting
weighted grade point averages on
students’ transcripts that drew him
to 25 Churchill Ave. to speak at a
school board meeting last March.
The board was in the midst of a
heated community debate on the
policy, with one side in favor of
reporting, calling for fairness in
the college admissions process,
and the other warning of the negative consequences for students’
mental health.
“The board acts in the best interest of all students — the students
who excel because they have the
engagement and the drive and
the passion for learning and students who struggle, like I did in
high school and college, because
they just haven’t found those yet,”
Dharap, who graduated from
Gunn High School in 2008, told
the board. “Those are the students who will feel pressured to
take more AP and honors classes
than they can handle because their
friends are doing it, because their
parents want them to do it, because
it’s the very culture of the school.”
As a concerned community
member then and a school board
candidate now, Dharap has called
on the district to not report
weighted grades and more broadly — through policy, practice
and action — to fulfill its mission of serving all students and
stakeholders, not just the majority

I

who make their voices heard the
loudest. He’s the only candidate
who has taken a position against
reporting weighted grades.
“We can’t on one hand say we
want healthy, happy, stress-free
kids in our district while on the
other hand supporting policies
full bore like weighted GPA that
mental health professionals have
said have the opposite effect,”
Dharap said at the Weekly’s Sept.
20 school-board debate. “When
we have these conversations, we
can’t just talk about mental health
in a vacuum. We have to really
look at the policies we’re putting
into place that are leading to this
kind of culture.”
Dharap, now an attorney, was
part of a group of current and former Gunn students who started
an informal support network on
Facebook to reach out to their
peers following the suicides of
two Gunn students the year after
he graduated. Called “Talk,” the
group posted phone numbers of
current and former students, including Dharap, who were willing
to lend an ear to anyone wanting
to talk. Dharap remembers that
students did call to talk with him
at the time.
He has emphasized his own
circuitous path after high school
— struggling at Santa Barbara
City College and then University
of California, Santa Cruz before

Shounak Dharap, sitting at a table at El Carmelo Elementary School, near his home, has advocated
that students should be encouraged to take classes to help them discover their passions rather than be
pressured into taking AP classes.

About Shounak Dharap
Age: 28
Occupation: Attorney
Education: Gunn High School; Santa Barbara City
College; bachelor’s in English literature from University
of California, Santa Cruz; juris doctor from University
of San Francisco School of Law
Family members: Wife Laura Jefferson, dog Odo
I’ve lived in Palo Alto for: 8.5 years (non-consecutive)

My favorite high school class: AP psychology
My favorite quote: “It is possible to commit no
mistakes and still lose. That is not a weakness; that is
life.” —Jean-Luc Picard
My proudest moment: Taking the oath to support the
Constitution of the United States and the Constitution
of the State of California when I was sworn in as an
attorney.
Campaign website: votedharap.com

(continued on page 30)
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At Castilleja, we are committed to being good neighbors and protecting our planet.
That’s why we’ve reduced the number of peak car trips to our campus by 25% over the last 5 years.
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Ken Dauber
en Dauber, as the sole incumbent in the Board of
Education race, is in the
unique position of having of four
years of votes and actions to point
to — and answer for — in his reelection bid.
He sees the district of 2018 as
drastically different than when he
was elected in 2014, with progress made on several of his 2014
campaign promises, including
improved compliance with federal civil-rights law Title IX; more
effective, transparent governance;
increased mental health services
for students; and stronger district
leadership, he said in an endorsement interview with the Weekly.
He attributes much of that progress
to his own advocacy and steps he’s
taken as board president this year.
Perhaps no more illustrative
of that is the district’s changed
relationship with the U.S. Department of Education’s Office
for Civil Rights and approach to
Title IX compliance. In the 2014
election season, Dauber was the
first candidate who firmly said he
would repeal a board resolution
criticizing the federal agency’s
investigative practices, which the
board then did last February. He
said he insisted on the new board
discussing the district’s resolution
agreement with the Office for
Civil Rights only in open rather
than closed session, as the previous board had improperly done.
Since last spring, when reports
of student sexual violence roiled
the community, the board has
hired a full-time Title IX officer
and asked a national law firm to
investigate and produce a public
report on the district’s response to
incidents of sexual assault.
“The district’s compliance is
now, I think, robust (and) effective — not perfect; it takes time to
turn the whole system. But we are
night and day compared to where
we were before,” Dauber said,
noting that Catherine Lhamon,
chair of the United States Commission on Civil Rights, has described Palo alto As the “model
for K-12 Title IX compliance.
That’s just impossible to imagine
four years ago.”
Dauber, a Google software engineer, made his first and unsuccessful bid for school board in
2012. He won in 2014, securing
the most votes of the candidates.
Dauber’s years on the board
have been tumultuous. He sat
on the dais through a student
suicide cluster, the conclusion
of the Office for Civil Rights’
yearslong investigation into

sexual misconduct in the district,
major financial errors, multiple
community flare-ups over various
district issues and Superintendent
Max McGee’s sudden departure,
which many in the community
perceived as a forced rather than
voluntary resignation.
In those years, he cast minority votes on several key decisions.
In 2015, he was the only member
to vote against renewed contracts
with the district’s main law firms,
with concern about the decreasing quality and increasing cost
of a particular firm, Fagen Friedman & Fulfrost. His proposal to
instead issue a request for proposals to seek new firms failed
at the time, though the board did
replace Fagen Friedman & Fulfrost the following year.
In 2016, Dauber was the sole
school board member to vote
against a multi-year contract that
gave teachers and staff a 12 percent base-salary increase over
three years. He had advocated
instead for 3 percent raises each
year over those three years, plus
one-time bonuses, so that could
instead hire more teachers to ensure smaller class sizes.
Then, in 2017, the board discovered that senior staff had failed to
formally notify the unions that
the district planned to exercise
its option to reopen negotiations,
as required by the contracts, with
the intent of cancelling the raises
after a misestimate of property
tax revenue left the district in a
budget shortfall. The error would
cost the district almost $6 million
in unplanned raises.
When asked whether the board
bears some of the responsibility
for the contractual error, he said
it’s “impossible for a board member and inappropriate, I think, for
the board to see its role as checking in to see if those things are
actually done.
“The board’s responsibility then
in the face of a failure like that
is to review the senior management’s role and take appropriate
steps, which is what I did.”
Generally, Dauber sees the
board as an oversight body that
hires and fires the superintendent
but says it should be more handsoff in management and pedagogical decisions.
This summer, as board president, Dauber cast the sole dissenting vote against new Superintendent Don Austin’s contract. He
declined in his interview with the
Weekly to explain that decision
further than to say Austin was the
“third white male in a row in that

role.” He said, however, he has “a
lot of confidence that he’s going
to be an effective leader for this
district.”
Dauber is heartened by progress
the district has made on student
mental health, the issue that propelled him to community advocacy before his first school board
bid six years ago, though he’s says
there is still more to be done. During his tenure, Dauber proposed
the elimination of academic classes during the high schools’ early
morning zero period, advocated
for years for a teacher-adviser
program at Gunn High School
and has stressed the importance
of the district’s homework policy,
which has been unevenly implemented since its adoption.
Dissatisfied with the progress on the homework policy, he
said teachers need more direct
feedback and metrics on student
homework loads to make any adjustments. The policy as it stands
is akin to, he likes to say, giving
teachers a speed limit but taping
over their speedometers.
Dauber also thinks that starting
small, by having individual teachers and schools experiment with
and assess different methods for
reducing homework load (as they
were recently given permission to
do by the district office), will help
overcome roadblocks that have
hindered progress.
“That kind of approach doesn’t
replace a practice like a districtwide method for gathering and
providing to teachers data about
homework time, but it does help
move forward with the full set of

changes needed for something like
homework — and can be used for
a wide range of practices like curriculum changes,” Dauber said.
Several years of crises also have
made it difficult for the district
to focus on changing core practices like homework philosophies,
Dauber said.
“One of the things I’ve observed
as a community member and now
as a trustee is that it’s a lot easier
to make changes around the edges
than it is in the core of how the
system is operating. Homework is
part of the core,” he said.
He’s hopeful that, if re-elected,
his second term will be a time to
focus on the core rather than the
crises. To address the district’s
achievement gap for minority
and disadvantaged students, for
example, Dauber wants to hold
principals and senior leadership, including the superintendent and chief academic officers,

Kathy Jordan

renaming of two middle schools
this spring sparked support from
some Chinese parents, who vociferously protested naming one
of the schools after Fred Yamamoto, a Japanese-American Paly
alumni with the same surname
as Isoroku Yamamoto, an unrelated Japanese admiral who
planned the attack on Pearl Harbor in 1941. At board meetings,

Jordan defended the Chinese
community against allegations
of discrimination and racism and
criticized a process that “seems
to have become an exercise in
reproach, rather than an exercise
in inclusion.”
She advocated for a community relations resolution adopted
by the school board this summer
to also include acknowledgment

that members of the Chinese community felt alienated and subject
to hostility during the renaming
debate.
Jordan also was publicly supportive of reporting weighted
grade point averages and said she
was in contact with some Chinese
parents about that issue.
While Jordan acknowledges
that some progress has been made

K

(continued from page 26)

because they wanted their children to get a good education. So
of course they’re anxious. ... They
want to see their child ... be supported well.”
Jordan said she believes her
public stance on the contentious

Ken Dauber, who is the current president of the Palo Alto Board of Education, says he’s made good
on his promises from the 2014 school-board campaign, including in the areas of Title IX compliance,
increased mental health services for students and more effective, transparent governance.
accountable for measurable progress on specific goals in their performance evaluations.
Progress on special education
could be monitored by scheduling regular board updates and
appointing himself as the board’s
liaison to the Community Advisory Committee (CAC), which
advocates for special-education
families, he said.
Dauber disagrees with the criticism that high turnover at the district office has created a culture
of fear in Palo Alto Unified and
doesn’t see a need to “rebuild
bridges” with staff.
“The best thing that the board
can do for faculty and staff is to
administer the district, to govern
a district that works well, that has
as few crises as possible, that’s legally compliant and that can focus
on the core job of educating students,” Dauber said. “That’s really
what I’ve tried to do.” Q

About Ken Dauber
Age: 56
Occupation: Software engineer
Education: Bachelor’s, master’s in sociology from Yale University;
doctorate in sociology from University of Arizona
Family members: Spouse Michele; children Amanda, deceased; Jeffrey,
Annie, Celia, Elliot
I’ve lived in Palo Alto for: 17 years
My favorite high school class: Debate
My favorite quote: “The arc of the moral universe is long, but it bends
toward justice.” —Martin Luther King Jr.
My proudest moment: Seeing my kids discover their various different
passions.
Campaign website: kendauber.com

on compliance and transparency in recent years, she believes
there’s more to be done.
“Many of us in the community
have had enough,” her candidate
statement reads. “We’ve joined
forces — to speak up about the
school board and district’s dismal
record of poor oversight, fiscal
mismanagement, and lack of compliance with the law.” Q
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Christopher Boyd

C

Silicon Valley — and put them all
together and experiment with as
many different kinds of new education, new ideas about education
as possible?” Boyd said.
“We are precisely at this point
in time with the modes of education ... which have lasted for 150
years — printing textbooks, putting kids in classes, having teachers in front of the classes — (and)
are totally obsolete,” he added.
“It’s the most exciting moment, I
think, to be in education.”
From 2014 to 2016, Insted
served 10 students each year, and
last year it enrolled five students,
including some from the Ravenswood City School District in
East Palo Alto, Boyd said.
In addition to running his afterschool program, Boyd has criticized the district’s legal spending,
particularly on litigation with special-education families, as well as
what he describes as the district’s
failure to protect students’ civil
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Elena Kadvany

hristopher Boyd decided
to run for a seat on the
school board because he
sees this moment as an “exciting
time” for education as a whole
and in Palo Alto, he said in a September endorsement interview
with the Weekly.
Since 2014, Boyd has run Insted, a small STEM-focused afterschool program in Palo Alto that
he started in a desire for more progressive and experimental education. Insted was his first foray into
education. In the program, Boyd
told the Weekly, post-doctoral
students from Stanford University
teach undergraduate-level courses
such as astrophysics, robotics and
astronomy to students as young as
second grade.
The program was built on the
premise of “What happens if
you take the latest technologies,
the smartest minds — which
are postdocs and professors and
people at Stanford and people in

rights and safety. He describes
the district’s legal approach to
special-needs children as “harsh”
and “hostile.” Boyd opposes the
hiring of a general counsel and
instead has urged the district to
“lead with our humanity and not
use lawyers to be a sword and
shield against parents advocating
for their children.”
He also values the board’s twomeeting rule, which requires
agenda items be discussed once
publicly before the board can take
action. The rule allows for “open
discussion with the public and for
reason and analysis,” Boyd said.
Boyd did not respond to further
questions from the Weekly about
specific school district issues.
An investigation by the Weekly
found that Boyd has been falsely
claiming that Insted is a tax-exempt 501(c)3 nonprofit organization, also known as the Institute
for Education Management. Neither name is listed in the California Secretary of State’s registered
business database as a corporation
or LLC. A tax ID number Boyd
provided to the Weekly is for the
Institute for Environmental Management, a Palo Alto nonprofit
whose mission, according to its
bylaws, is to “develop and facilitate dissemination of technology
for biofuels while minimizing
greenhouse gas emission with
special attention to municipal
solid waste.”
John Benemann, co-director at
the Institute for Environmental
Management, told the Weekly that
Boyd “never worked for or had authorization to represent himself
as working for or involved in any
way with the Institute for Environmental Management (IEM).”
The Institute for Environmental
Management was founded more
than 25 years ago by Palo Alto
residents Benemann, who has
since moved to Walnut Creek,
and Don Augenstein, who was for
a time Boyd’s landlord.
When asked to give evidence
that Insted is affiliated with the
Institute for Environmental Management, Boyd provided a 2015
email showing Augenstein set up
a PayPal account to receive funds
for Insted. Augenstein stated in
the email that the Institute for
Environmental Management was
“doing business as” the Institute

Christopher Boyd, speaking at a September school board meeting,
runs an afterschool program and says Palo Alto needs to provide
more progressive and innovative education to its students.
for Education Management. However, no fictitious business statement indicating this change is on
file with the Santa Clara County
Clerk-Recorder’s Office, as required by law.
Following additional inquiries
from the Weekly, Boyd said that
the Institute for Environmental
Management is Insted’s fiscal
sponsor and that, based on legal
advice, “if IEM is found out of
regulatory compliance, Insted
will be rolled out of fiscal sponsorship or operating status within
IEM and set up as an independent
nonprofit.”
Based on a best-practices guide
from the National Network of Fiscal Sponsors, the sponsorship by
the biofuels nonprofit of the afterschool program is odd, as the missions of fledgling programs and
their fiscal sponsors should align,
the guide states.
Boyd’s work history is centered

in technology, though his resume
and LinkedIn profile differ in
the details. Prior to Insted, Boyd
states on his resume, he worked
as the director of technology for
the University of California, Davis Graduate Studies Department
from 2010 to 2011. He worked as
either a lead technology manager
or a contributor — according to
his resume and LinkedIn profile,
respectively — for the Health Improvement Plan at Stanford University School of Medicine from
2011 to 2012. From 2004 to 2010,
he was a project manager for the
California State Compensation
Insurance Fund, his resume states.
His LinkedIn profile states that
he also is general partner at Automation Research, an organization
for research and development related to automation. Like Insted,
Automation Research is also not
listed in the Secretary of State’s
business database. Q

Shounak Dharap

as an attorney will uniquely aid
the district as it takes steps to
transition into a new era of oversight after years of missteps related to compliance with federal
civil-rights law Title IX, special
education and fiscal management.
He has consistently supported the
hiring of a general counsel and
proposed, in tandem with that,
that the district create an office of
the ombuds to help rebuild trust
with community members who
have felt “at odds” with the district in recent years. (Deputy Superintendent Karen Hendricks has
recently taken on a role “equivalent” to an ombudsperson, Superintendent Don Austin said at last
week’s board meeting.)
“The way to rebuild that trust is
to have an ombudsman whose job
is to liaise with the community,
to be somebody who community
members can go to with their issues ... and then being able to engage in independent investigations
or inquiries,” Dharap said. “It’s
a wholly independent position

(continued from page 28)

finding his passion later, in law
school — as an example of the
need to promote alternate paths
to success in Palo Alto.
At the University of San Francisco School of Law, he lead mental health and substance abuse initiatives as student body president.
Dharap currently works at The
Arns Law Firm in San Francisco,
representing injured workers and
families in class-action lawsuits.
Previously, he worked for the
Santa Clara County District Attorney’s Office, where he assisted
in felony prosecutions and helped
to assemble a statewide task force
to combat human trafficking; as a
law clerk at the United States Attorney’s Office, where he worked
on narcotics prosecutions; and as
a judicial extern for the state’s 1st
District Court of Appeal in San
Francisco.
Dharap believes his experience

Cover Story

Stacey Ashlund
hat sets Stacey
Ashlund apart from
the other five candidates running for a seat on the
Board of Education?
“One word: experience,” she
says.
Ashlund has volunteered in
many education-related capacities, including with the Community Advisory Committee, a
parent advocacy group for special-education students in the Palo
Alto school district; the countylevel Special Education Local
Plan Area Community Advisory
Committee; the Palo Alto Council of PTAs; education foundation
Partners in Education; on her two
children’s school site councils;
as a Girl Scout troop leader; and
with nonprofit Peninsula College
Fund, which supports low-income
first-generation college students.
She also served on the city’s
Parks and Recreation Commission from 2011 to 2015 and as a
Democratic delegate representing
Assembly District 24 during the
same time period.
Her most formative experience,
arguably, has been as a specialeducation advocate for her own
children and for other parents
navigating a complex, sometimes
challenging system.
Ashlund prefers the term “inclusion” to “special education.” The
word was still foreign in the local
education world when she started
advocating for her son, who was
born deaf and received a cochlear
implant on his first birthday. She
looked to the county for early-intervention services, started pouring through legal books to educate
herself and left her career as a usability engineer to support her son.
When he approached kindergarten
age and she suggested the idea of
“full inclusion” to the school district — incorporating her son into
a mainstream classroom — “it
was like (speaking) a foreign language” to staff, Ashlund said.
Special education has made
considerable progress since then,
she said, with inclusion now the
norm across the district, and she
would choose Palo Alto Unified
again for her son. But she’s spent
years advising special-education

parents who don’t have the same
resources or privilege as her family on how to fight for the services their children need. She’s
critical of the district’s ballooning legal expenses in relation to
the special-education budget and
believes that spending needs to be
more balanced between legal and
in-classroom expenditures.
“Litigating against parents is
the balance that disturbs me,”
Ashlund said in an endorsement
interview with the Weekly. “I’m
finding that parents are feeling
less supported by hiring of legal
staff at the district office than
ever before, but the message we’ve
been (hearing) from 25 Churchill
is the opposite of that.”
Attorneys, in Ashlund’s opinion, “turn the conversation
adversarial.”
“This whole dynamic can be extremely difficult and daunting for
many parents. Parents with limited
resources (time, money, education,
as well as the language and personality to navigate this world) are at a
disadvantage, and therefore so are
their children,” she said. “Oftentimes the process does work very
well — but many times the parent
remains unsure if they are doing
the right thing, doing enough, or if
their child will be OK.”
Ashlund opposes the hiring of
a general counsel (she’s not convinced an in-house attorney will
cut down on legal expenses) and
said that district staff already have
the know-how to address legal
issues.
Ashlund said she felt compelled
to run for a seat on the board because of “heartbreaking” divisions she’s seen deepen in the
school community, particularly in
the wake of a contentious debate
over renaming a middle school for
a Japanese-American alumnus. If
elected, she hopes to bring a unifying, positive voice to the school
board. She points to her specialeducation advocacy as evidence of
her ability to promote consensus.
She also sees a need for internal healing among administrators
and teachers. She’s concerned the
high rate of turnover in recent
years, with an almost entirely new
cabinet at the top of the district, is

accountable to the board and, by
extension, to the community.”
He believes the district is on
a better path to Title IX compliance but still needs to address the
thornier issues of education and
culture among students and parents. He’s supportive of the district’s controversial sex-education
curriculum, which includes lessons on consent and has, he says,
shown promise in increasing students’ willingness to report misconduct, including sexual harassment and bullying .
“You can’t really be a Title IX
champion without really championing comprehensive sex ed,”
Dharap said at the Weekly’s
school-board debate.
In a 2017 guest opinion piece

in the Palo Alto Weekly, Dharap
urged the board to seek perspectives beyond those typically expressed at board meetings. He
also submitted a proposal to the
district to create an alumni advisory committee and has sought to
run a community-minded, accessible campaign, holding open office
hours at Happy Donuts and Pizza
My Heart. He plans to continue
this approach if elected, he said.
Another one of Dharap’s campaign priorities is innovation. He
has proposed creating a district
“incubator” — a standing committee that would hear and vet
teachers’ ideas for new programs
and initiatives. He points to examples such as Palo Alto High
School’s Social Justice Pathway

W

Stacey Ashlund, standing outside of Ohlone Elementary School, has devoted years to helping special-education
families and says the school board and district staff have a fractured relationship that needs healing.
indicative of a culture of “no redemption.” This culture, she said, is
set from the top: the school board.
“I don’t see our past behavior
as accountability. I’ve seen it as
blame,” Ashlund said at a forum
hosted by the teachers’ union in
August. “I feel the board has made
it very clear that the administration was at fault and needs to be ...
fired and replaced.”
Just as parents and teachers are
responsible for supporting children in their success, the board
has a responsibility to support
staff, she said.
Ashlund, who has been endorsed
by the teachers union, includes advocating on behalf of teachers as
one of her three top campaign priorities. She doesn’t believe union
negotiations should be open to
the public, stating that she trusts
teachers to be reasonable in asking for what they need. If elected,
she would support the approval of
an annual cost-of-living salary increase for staff and vote to allocate
funding for a county-led workforce
housing proposal. She would advocate for “fully supporting teachers,
including providing coverage for
up-to-date, personalized professional development, mentorship
(and) classroom support,” her campaign website states.
Ashlund’s other campaign
goals are student success and district accountability. She aims to
broaden the district’s definition

of achievement to be more “quantitative,” less about grade point
averages, AP scores and community-service hours. She advocates
for allocating more resources to
support students affected by the
achievement gap — including
students of color, students with
learning disabilities and mental
health challenges. Those resources would better prepare middle
school students for the rigors of
high school and also go toward
hiring more guidance and college-and-career counselors at the
high schools.
She refers back to the importance of the Developmental Assets, 41 community values developed in the wake of a teen suicide

and Gunn’s Business, Entrepreneurship, and Math (BEAM) program as evidence of the results of
teacher-led innovation.
“As a district we can do a better
job of supporting our teachers to
foster and expand these programs
district wide” he said in a campaign video.
Dharap, who has been endorsed
by the teachers’ union, has suggested that the district needs a
system to allow teachers to provide more “swift or actionable
feedback” to the district administration and school board.
“In the same way other parents
and non-parents are able to give
their opinions to the board, the
board should be able to listen to
those opinions of teachers and

weigh them just as heavily, if not
more when it comes to certain
things where teachers’ expertise
are relevant,” he said.
When it comes to making union
negotiations more transparent, his
view has evolved during the campaign. In an endorsement interview with the Weekly, he asserted
that “to put every proposal and
counter-proposal to public comment would be counter-productive
to having efficient negotiations.”
However, in an email after the
interview, he said he would favor
a change akin to what the city of
Palo Alto is discussing: to sunshine
every offer and counteroffer made
in negotiations with labor unions.
On the district’s high rate of
staff turnover in recent years,

cluster in Palo Alto.
The Developmental Assets
state that “your social emotional
health and well-being is just as
important and essential to your
academic achievement,” Ashlund
said. “They rely on each other.”
Ashlund wants to promote “mutual accountability” between the
school board and the district staff
at all levels, which she believes
will lead to broader healing on issues that have divided the community in recent years. If elected, she
plans to prioritize increased communication and support between
the district office and schools.
“We have to work together; we
have to collaborate; we have to have
an ounce of forgiveness,” she said. Q

About Stacey Ashlund
Age: 55
Occupation: User-experience research consultant
Education: Bachelor’s in math and computer science from University
of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign; master’s in computer science from
Virginia Tech
Family members: Two teens, supportive partner and unnamed pet
I’ve lived in Palo Alto for: 26 years
My favorite high school class: Ballet
My favorite quote: “Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful,
committed citizens can change the world; indeed, it’s the only thing that
ever has.” —Margaret Mead
My proudest moment: I’m grateful to have had many proud moments
in my life — a recent example is successfully launching my eldest off to
college and watching my high school student shine.
Campaign website: stacey2018.com

Dharap said good management,
which he now believes is in place,
paired with “a viable chain of
trust” are key to creating a work
environment with less turnover.
Though Dharap has said his legal experience differentiates him
from the other candidates, he is
“not running to be the district’s
lawyer.”
“I’m running as a community
member, a concerned citizen. The
professional experience I have,”
he said, “informs the way I look
at new material (and) the way I
approach issues.” Q
About the cover: Photos
by Veronica Weber; design
by Doug Young.

www.PaloAltoOnline.com • Palo Alto Weekly • October 5, 2018 • Page 31

Page 32 • October 5, 2018 • Palo Alto Weekly • www.PaloAltoOnline.com

www.PaloAltoOnline.com • Palo Alto Weekly • October 5, 2018 • Page 33

Page 34 • October 5, 2018 • Palo Alto Weekly • www.PaloAltoOnline.com

Arts & Entertainment
Johnna Arnold/courtesy Pace Gallery

A weekly guide to music, theater, art, culture, books and more, edited by Karla Kane

The installation view of “Agnes Martin/Navajo Blankets” at Pace Gallery in Palo Alto.

Pace Gallery pairs
paintings by
Agnes Martin with
Navajo weavings
by Sheryl Nonnenberg

Courtesy of the Estate of Agnes Martin/Artists Rights Society

ometimes what inspires an artist can
seem arcane or beyond comprehension. That is not the case in the current
exhibition at Pace Gallery, where the
cool, meditative paintings of Agnes
Martin are paired with colorful 19th-century blankets created by Navajo women. The
show, on view until Oct. 28, is a testament to
how a common inspiration, in this case the
landscape of New Mexico, can evoke simple
yet evocative works of art in two contrasting
media — paintings and textiles — that both
complement and challenge each other.
“When you think of it, Navajo weavers
were constantly looking at the landscape
and so was Agnes Martin,” Pace President
Elizabeth Sullivan said. “It is such a beautiful
connection and now the gallery is filled with
these amazing women artists.”
Sullivan explained that the genesis of the
show occurred when Marc Glimcher, owner
of the Pace Gallery enterprise, visited with
an associate who had a collection of “first
phase” Navajo blankets and saw the potential
for displaying them along with the work of
Martin. The nine blankets in the show reflect
the characteristics (along with their rarity)
that make them so valuable: tightly woven,
simple designs made of the finest wool and
colored with indigo dyes. Like many valuable artifacts from indigenous cultures, the
blankets were originally intended for functionality; worn during the day for warmth
and slept on at night.
Considering their age, the blankets are in
fabulous condition. When Sullivan began to
prepare for the exhibition, she was concerned
about the effects of gallery lighting.
“The colors are so amazing and, luckily,
indigo does not fade,” she said. The blankets range in size (two are actually serapes,
meant to be worn) but all make a strong, bold
statement thanks to the horizontal bands of
color that might conjure up visions of desert
horizons. In the “Cahn First Phase Chief’s
Blanket, Ute Style,” dating back to the early
1800s, the brown stripes are reminiscent of
the dry, dusty, desert floor intersecting in a
sharp line of demarcation with the deep blue
of a pristine, open sky. Several of the blankets, like the “Mahoney Poncho Serape,” are

Agnes Martin’s “Blessings” reflects the artist’s New Mexico phase.
more ornate, with intricately woven chevrons
and crosses depicted in contrasting earth
tones.
Sullivan explained that the original idea
was to have the blankets interspersed among
Martin’s paintings. “It became clear immediately that this was not going to work,” she
said. “They both need room to shine and not
compete with each other.” The installation
is austere but effective as the viewer moves
from the lobby gallery, where several blankets are hung, into the largest room that is
filled with Martin’s work. A third gallery,
with more blankets, provides a sense of
moving from Martin’s vision, as a transplant
to the desert Southwest, to that of the Native Americans whose ancestry is so rooted
in the environment. Said Sullivan, “I love

this exhibition because I want to encourage
people to look and come up with their own
connections.”
The influence of the Southwest on the
work of Agnes Martin has been well-documented in art history texts. An enigmatic
figure who lived in near-seclusion for three
decades, Agnes Martin had an aura of mystery about her. She shunned the spotlight and
the mainstream art world (although she enjoyed a close friendship with Arne Glimcher,
Marc’s father, and was represented by Pace
most of her life), preferring to paint prolifically and, occasionally, issuing forth written
texts that were treated like sacred manifestos. Born in Canada in 1912, she attended
graduate school in the 1950s at Columbia
University. She was in New York during the

waning years of the Abstract Expressionist
movement and rubbed shoulders with Ad
Reinhardt and Ellsworth Kelly. She was
particularly drawn to the reductive, pure approach of Mark Rothko and her early work
consisted of biomorphic shapes in muted colors. She found gallery representation fairly
easily and seemed on her way to a successful
career. An episode of confusion in the street
(later diagnosed as schizophrenia) caused
her to leave the city and cease painting for
almost seven years. For any other artist, such
an action would probably have spelled doom
but it only seemed to add to the mystique of
Agnes Martin. She settled near Taos, New
Mexico, built a house by herself and returned
to painting.
The six paintings in this exhibition reflect
Martin’s New Mexico phase, in which she
created work in series of acrylic paintings,
mainly square in format, with horizontal
bands of creamy, transcendent color. In
“Blessings,” sky-blue bands are offset by
white, with a single, hand-drawn strip of
orange in the center. Looking closely, the
viewer can see evidence of the graphite used
to create the lines. We can also see the slight
imperfections, even while using a ruler, that
result from a hand-drawn line. Just as with
the blankets, the hand of the artist is visible,
resulting in nuance and complexity that is
not found in a machine-made object. Martin’s colors, soft pastels of blue, orange and
yellow are so calming, so Zen-like, that art
historian Barbara Rose declared them to be
“oases of quiet in a tumultuous, over-stimulated environment.”
Rose wrote those words in her book,
“American Painting,” in 1986. The need for a
quiet, contemplative interaction with art may
be even greater today. Q
Freelance Writer Sheryl Nonnenberg
can be emailed at nonnenberg@aol.com.
What: “Agnes Martin / Navajo Blanket.”
Where: Pace Gallery, 229 Hamilton Ave.,
Palo Alto.
When: Through Oct. 28.
Cost: Free.
Info: Go to pacegallery.com.
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Courtesy of Stanford Live

“My principles are simple:
protect the environment,
expand our open space,
and increase access to our
trails and parks for everyone.”
- Greg Scharff

Elect Greg Scharff

I’m With Her, a folk supergroup made up of Sarah Jarosz, Aoife
O’Donovan and Sara Watkins, will perform at Stanford on Oct. 10.

A true team effort

Midpeninsula Regional Open Space District Board of Directors

Experienced Leadership for the Environment

Folk supergroup I’m With Her performs at Stanford

GregScharff.org
Paid for by Greg Scharff for Open Space District Board 2018 FPPC #1411989

CLEARANCE

Everything on sale
Items 20-30% OFF
Select items 50% OFF

Los Altos Nursery
Winter vegetables, fruit, trees, plants,
soils, fertilizers and much more.
SALE THRU OCTOBER
245 Hawthorne Ave, Los Altos
650-948-1421
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by Yoshi Kato
t took a few twists of fate for I’m
With Her to be born.
The contemporary folk super
trio plays a show at Bing Concert
Hall on Wednesday, Oct. 10. This
local appearance comes more than
four years after its three members
first collaborated and then played
an extemporaneous show at the
2014 Telluride Bluegrass Festival.
Singer/mandolin virtuoso/
multi-string player Sarah Jarosz,
singer/fiddler/ukulele player Sara
Watkins and singer/guitarist Aoife O’Donovan were scheduled
to teach a songwriting workshop
with fellow troubadours Tift Merritt and Nicki Bluhm at the heralded musical gathering. The latter two had schedule conflicts, and
I’m With Her was born soon after
(the name predates the 2016 Clinton slogan).
“That was the first time that I
remember us all getting together,”
Jarosz said. “We were sitting backstage behind the main stage at Telluride. We worked up a couple of
tunes then. It was just one of those
special moments where you can’t
really plan for it. It just kind of
has to happen,” she continued, by
phone from her home in Manhattan. “I think we all knew then that
something special was happening.”
The three ended up playing an
opening set for the Punch Brothers (a band that includes mandolin
player Chris Thile, Watkins’ former Nickel Creek bandmate).
“I remember we all texted each
other the next couple of days after
that saying, ‘This was special. We
should to do more of it.’ And sure
enough, we did,” she recalled.
The deeper layer of the I’m With
Her origin story kismet is that Jarosz wasn’t even booked to play
Telluride that year. “For whatever
reason, I had that weekend off. I’m
never free during that time,” she
revealed. “And I just decided to go
with a couple of friends.
“When some of the festival organizers found out I was there, they
asked me to be a part of a few of
things over the course of the weekend. So that year I just, on a whim,
decided to go for fun. And I’m so
glad I did, because it resulted in
this band,” she said, with a laugh.
With each of I’m With Her’s

I

members able to sing lead and
harmony vocals and play multiple
instruments (O’Donovan contributed piano and keyboards to the
album), the group has a deep and
varied sound. “Our natural instrumental abilities worked out,” Jarosz said. “We realized, ‘Oh, this
works. This works to be a band.’ It
just really was a nice combination
of instruments.
“It took a while to get it off the
ground mainly because the three
of us are so busy with our own solo
things and other projects,” Jarosz
replied, when asked about the over
three-and-a-half-plus-year journey
to the release of I’m With Her’s debut album, “See You Around,” by
New Rounder in February.
Just a few months after Telluride, Jarosz was headlining a
show in Phoenix with O’Donovan
opening. “It was the closest gig to
L.A., so Sara flew out for the day,”
Jarosz said.
The three new bandmates then
got together at O’Donovan’s house
in Brooklyn to work on more covers in advance of a gig in January
2015 at the Celtic Connection festival in Glasgow.
“Then we did a tour that April in
the U.K. and Europe, which was a
perfect chance for us to have a lowpressure opportunity to be on the
road together in a new band formation and just kind of get a feel for
how each other toured together and
all that,” she said. “Luckily, it was
just the most fun ever.
“There’s something beautiful
about the timing of that kind of
wrapping up a decade of (solo)
work and then this kind of starting a new page in my career by
being an equal team member in a
musical venture,” she concluded. “I
feel rejuvenated having this experience and will take that with me
when we go back to our own solo
things.” Q
Freelance Writer Yoshi
Kato can be emailed at
yoshiyoungblood@earthlink.net.
What: I’m With Her
Where: Bing Concert Hall, 327
Lasuen St., Stanford
When: Wed., Oct. 10, at 7:30 p.m.
Cost: $15-$65.
Info: Go to live.stanford.edu.

Eating Out
TINY TAVERNA GOES BIG WITH REFINED GREEK CUISINE AND IMPECCABLE SERVICE

Taverna’s fisherman meze features seasonal fish prepared four different ways.
by Monica Schreiber
Photos by Magali Gauthier

‘H

ave you ever been to
Greece?” our waiter
asked after we had situated ourselves at the bar at Taverna
in downtown Palo Alto. I responded
that I had, many years ago.
“Welcome back,” he said, with
great sincerity.
Such an exchange might have
felt hokey at another restaurant.
Not at Taverna. True, the Whole
Foods looming across the street
makes it difficult to buy completely
into the up-market, Greek islands
fantasy that Taverna is going for.
But everything else about this sixmonth-old, jewel box of a restaurant
exudes Hellenic hospitality, from
the dreamy blue walls to the worldclass service. The waiters are not
just knowledgeable, friendly and efficient, but darn near perfect. From
the moment you sit down, you feel
completely taken care of by this ultra-professional crew. Squint a little
and you can almost believe you’ve
stumbled into a little family-run
tavern on the Aegean — a really
upscale tavern, that is.
Taverna is tiny, just a dozen tables
inside and another handful outside,

so it is almost always bustling and
can get quite noisy at peak times.
You might end a Saturday night
dinner a little hoarse, but that’s a
small price to pay for an evening at
this cozy, corner restaurant, which
already has established itself as a
formidable rival to the Bay Area’s
most storied Greek restaurants.
Indeed, owners Thanasis Pashalidis, 35, and Hakan Bala, 42,
learned the finer points of upscale
Greek cuisine through their many
collective years at San Francisco’s
Kokkari and Palo Alto’s Evvia.
Pashalidis, who grew up in Greece
and Queens, also was the head
waiter for seven years at Michelinstarred The Village Pub in Woodside. Bala is a native of Turkey
who honed his service skills on the
Royal Caribbean cruise line before
disembarking in Palo Alto for a
decade-long stint at Evvia.
These self-assured young restaurateurs appear to have made few,
if any, major missteps in their first
outing as owners. Their executive
chef is their longtime friend William Roberts, formerly head chef
at Los Gatos’ Dio Deka and also
a Village Pub alum. Roberts is
demonstrating his talent for highbrow, innovative cuisine that takes

The grilled lamb chops at Taverna in Palo Alto.

direction from traditional Mediterranean recipes.
Taverna also distinguishes itself
with classy touches that have gone
by the wayside even in many finedining restaurants. A complimentary basket of Acme sourdough
bread and a terrine of salted European-style butter arrives pre-dinner.
There’s also a small bowl of dried,
seasoned chickpeas and golden raisins, followed by an amuse-bouche.
In late summer, we were treated to
a gazpacho-inspired tomato-melon
soup served in a ceramic white cup.
Taverna’s seasonal, locally
sourced menu is divided into
“bites,” “small plates” and “entrees,” a structure that inspires
sharing. So, while it is easy to spend
well over $100 a person for dinner,
it also is possible to craft a substantial, tapas-like meal without even
venturing into the entrees. That
said, if the nightly special happens
to be the 38 North Sonoma duck
breast — dry aged for eight days
and then pan seared and served
with a smoked eggplant and pine
nut purée, wild porcini mushrooms
and black mission figs ($46) —
please consider that outstanding
entrée. Enjoy it with the Domaine
Mercouri ($59 for a bottle), a velvety, dry red from the Peloponnese
in Southern Greece. The grilled
lamb chops ($54) also were perfectly executed, but some diners might
feel inclined to request a European
Union bailout after ordering. Two
small chops, served only with a
small wedge of rather bland, crispy
eggplant, seemed paltry at the price
point, even if the lamb is free range
from Dixon-based Superior Farms.
Koulouri ($3), a popular Greek
street food, is a bread ring covered in sesame seeds — it looks a
little like an oversized bagel. It is
crunchy on the outside and chewy
inside, served here with lamb fat-infused butter. Taramosalata ($11) is
a caviar spread made from cod and
salmon roe, olive oil, garlic, lemon

juice and bread, which serves as the
purée’s starchy thickener. Housemade potato chips are the perfect
vehicle for scooping up this decadent dip. I ordered taramosalata on
both of my visits and all my dining
companions declared it their new
obsession.
The fisherman meze ($24) showcased four excellent offerings on
one plate: a chunky potato salad,
a terrine of cold salmon, a salad
of shaved fennel with anchovies
and a hunk of halibut smothered
in a sweet-savory relish of raisins,
onions and spices. The Shepherd
meze ($24), with wedges of Greek
cheeses, artisanal charcuterie,
roasted peppers and pickled green
beans, was less interesting and less
copious. A side of fries ($6) came
to the table piping hot and crispy,
dusted with herbs and served with
a feta aioli.
From the “small plates” section,
we tried the octopus ($17), served
with fava beans and a pepper relish. The tentacles were tender, but
too charred for my taste. You could
almost taste the grill. The thalassina ($26) was one of the prettiest
dishes we ordered, colorful towers
of ripe melon, each edifice topped
with a Hokkaido scallop, a piece
of calamari or a prawn. Saganaki
($16) is another eye-catcher: a triangle of gently fried kefalograveria
(a mild cheese made from sheep’s
and goat’s milk) served with caramelized onions, doused with the
brandy-and-wine spirit Metaxa and
set afire tableside.
Aside from the duck special,
the entrees I tried were a little
less inspired than the rest of the
menu. A small bowl of tagliatelle
(“makaronia”) ($28) was prepared
with Sweet 100 tomatoes, summer
squash and feta bread crumbs, but
left my French chef friend shrugging and noting that the pasta was
a touch too al dente for his taste.
The whole game hen ($34), cut
into chunks and served with crispy

golden potatoes, was juicy and expertly prepared, but not memorable.
The wine list tilts toward highend Greek, French and California
vintages. Many of the selections cater to the sophisticated palate and
to the expense account, but care
has been taken to ensure the more
modest offerings stand up to scrutiny. A bottle of Varda Vineyards
sauvignon blanc ($36), the least expensive bottle of white on the menu,
was light, crisp and paired divinely
with the Mt. Lassen trout ($37), just
as our server said it would. A liquor
license is coming soon.
I did not try the $6 glass of Retsina Malamatina from Thessaloniki,
but was delighted to see an upscale
restaurant offering a glass of white
wine at a price point many similarly
situated establishments would sneer
at. A $6 dollar glass of wine might
seem a small detail, but I think it
speaks to the vibe of inclusiveness
and friendliness they are taking
great efforts to cultivate here.
“Every day is a gift,” declares
Taverna’s website and menu. It is a
truism of which we shouldn’t need
to be reminded. But where better to
be reminded of the joy of life but
when you’re enjoying exceptional
food and wine brought to you by
someone who genuinely seems to
want to know if you’ve ever been
to Greece. Q
Freelance writer Monica
Schreiber can be emailed at
monicahayde@yahoo.com.
Taverna, 800 Emerson St.,
Palo Alto; 650-304-3840; tavernarestaurant.net
Hours: Monday-Saturday 5-10
p.m. Closed Sunday.




Reservations



Credit cards

Alcohol:
Beer and wine

Parking



Outdoor
seating

Catering

Bathroom
Cleanliness:
Excellent
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Let Me Tell
Your Family’s Stories
A beautifully designed and professionally bound book
preserves your family memories, both old and new.

Heirloom Family History Books

Genealogy • Vintage Photo Restoration • Elder Interviews

‘Born’ again

Fantastic Holiday Gifts!

Lady Gaga follows tough act in ‘A Star is Born’

Dion Desktop Publications
(408) 396-0026 • diondesk@gmail.com
www.diondesktop.com

001/2 (Century 16 & 20)

HIDDEN GARDEN
SUSHI RESTAURANT
Serving unique
brown rice sushi,
in a 35 year tradition.
Now serving an assortment of Sake and Beer.

2363 Birch St., Suite B
Located just off California Ave.
directly behind Bistro Elan

TheatreWorks
SILICON VALLEY

WINNER OF 5 TONY AWARDS INCLUDING

BEST MUSICAL!

Warner Bros. Entertainment Inc./Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Pictures.

50th Anniversary Retrospectives
Baby’s First Year • Teen Athlete • Travelogue

Movies
the world in harmony
In the new iteration
OPENINGS
with him. That heady
of “A Star is Born,” a
rush seals the deal for
rock star and his protege fall for each other between two a love affair, but one darkened by
renderings of her song “Shallow,” addictions, professional jealousy
with its line “We’re far from the and career ambitions.
Subtlety is not the strong suit
shallow now.” They’re definitely
“off the deep end” of love, but the of the screenplay by Cooper, Will
movie they’re in isn’t as deep as it Fetters and Oscar-winner Eric
wants us to believe. For a movie Roth (“Forrest Gump”). The film
obsessed with artists having some- nods to the earlier versions of the
thing to say, Bradley Cooper’s “A story that starred Janet Gaynor and
Star is Born” turns out to be mud- Fredric March in 1937 and Judy
dled in its commentaries on (bad?) Garland and James Mason in 1954,
romance and art versus commerce. but mostly follows the version that
Cooper, who makes his direc- starred Barbra Streisand and Kris
torial debut in the Warner Bros. Kristofferson in 1976.
Jackson Maine might as well
film, stars as country-fried rock
star Jackson Maine — a sort of be Kristofferson’s John Norman
hybrid of Jack White and Eddie Howard and, at least initially, Ally
Vedder. For the role, Cooper drops resembles Streisand’s Esther.
The oft-charming first half of
his speaking voice to a Sam Elliott
drawl and convincingly performs the film establishes Ally as an
artistically insecure but socially
gravelly tunes for packed arenas.
It’s after one such show that the independent spitfire with real
hard-drinking, pill-popping Maine fight in her, which makes it awstumbles into a drag bar, where he’s fully hard to buy that this frog
transported by the odd-woman-out princess would slow-boil in the
non-drag performance of “La Vie music-industry pot without a
en Rose” by a woman named Ally. fight. What’s the point of dramaThe gal’s got pipes ... and that tizing how Maine gives her the
indefinable something called star confidence to be authentic (itself
power. Jackson sees it, along with a queasy dynamic in 2018) if she
her beauty and her soul. They spend just as quickly, and inexplicably,
the night together (sans sex) hang- relinquishes her truth to become
ing out, getting into trouble and a parody of the glitzy, backupsinging one of her original tunes singer-enhanced pop tart? The
in progress. When Maine finally result plays like a sour feminist
convinces Ally to come backstage fail, which could make for aching
at his next arena show, he invites drama if Ally seemed to care a bit
her center stage to debut her song to more about what’s being done to

Lady Gaga and Bradley Cooper
star in the remake of “A Star is
Born.”
her. Instead, this “A Star is Born”
gives more focus to doomed romance with a side of family drama, with Sam Elliott himself(!) as
Maine’s much older brother, and
Andrew Dice Clay as Ally’s fameobsessed dad.
Cooper’s debut film is undeniably a big undertaking from a
production standpoint, with decent songs and a creditable performance from acting neophyte
Gaga. But for all its unabashed
melodrama (and, okay, this is “A
Star is Born,” after all) and industry showmanship, the film’s strongest moments are acoustic, not
plugged-in. When Cooper brings
director of photography Matthew
Libatique’s impeccable camerawork right in close for intimate,
truth-telling exchanges between
lovers who want the best for each
other, the film briefly locates its
own authenticity.
Rated R for language throughout, some sexuality/nudity and
substance abuse. Two hours, 17
minutes.
— Peter Canavese

MOVIES NOW SHOWING
A Simple Favor (R)
Century 16: Fri.-Sun.
Century 20: Fri.-Sun.

FUN HOME
Music by Jeanine Tesori
Book & Lyrics by Lisa Kron
Based on the graphic novel by Alison Bechdel

“Extraordinary and heart-gripping!”
The NY Times
Contains mature language and content

Night School (PG-13)
Century 20: Fri.-Sun.

A Star is Born (R)
Century 16: Fri.-Sun.
Century 20: Fri.-Sun.
BlacKkKlansman (R) +++1/2
Christopher Robin (PG)
Colette (R)

Century 20: Fri.-Sun.

Century 20: Fri.-Sun.

Century 20: Fri.-Sun. Guild Theatre: Fri.-Sun.

Crazy Rich Asians (PG-13) ++1/2
Century 20: Fri.-Sun.

Century 16: Fri.-Sun.

Fahrenheit 11/9 (R) +++ Aquarius Theatre: Fri.-Sun.
Aquarius Theatre: Fri.-Sun. Century 20: Fri.-Sun.
Century 20: Fri.-Sun.
Hell Fest (R)

Century 16: Fri.-Sun.

Century 20: Fri.-Sun.

The House with a Clock in its Walls (PG)
Century 16: Fri.-Sun. Century 20: Fri.-Sun.

Palo Alto Square: Fri.-Sun.

Pick of the Litter (Not Rated) +++1/2
Aquarius Theatre: Fri.-Sun.
The Predator (R)

Century 20: Fri.-Sun.

The Rocky Horror Picture Show (1975) (R)
Guild Theatre: Saturday
Searching (PG-13) ++1/2
Century 20: Fri.-Sun.
The Sisters Brothers (R)

Century 16: Fri.-Sun.
Century 16: Fri.-Sun.

Smallfoot (PG) ++ Century 16: Fri.-Sun.
Century 20: Fri.-Sun.
The Wife (R) +++

Century

Century 16: Fri.-Sun.

Operation Finale (PG-13) +++

Venom (PG-13)

The Man Who Came to Dinner (1942) (G)
Stanford Theatre: Fri.-Sun.
Mission: Impossible Fallout (PG-13) +++1/2
20: Fri.-Sun.

Palo Alto Square: Fri.-Sun.

Monsters and Men (R)

Century 16: Fri.-Sun.
Century 20: Fri.-Sun.

The Working Man (1933) (Not Rated)
Stanford Theatre: Fri.-Sun.

+ Skip it ++ Some redeeming qualities +++ A good bet ++++ Outstanding

Oct 3–28
Mountain View Center for the Performing Arts

theatreworks.org 650.463.1960
LILA GOLD & JAMES LLOYD REYNOLDS / PHOTO KEVIN BERNE
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Aquarius: 430 Emerson St., Palo Alto
(For recorded listings: 327-3241)
tinyurl.com Aquariuspa
Century Cinema 16: 1500 N. Shoreline Blvd.,
Mountain View tinyurl.com/Century16
Century 20 Downtown: 825 Middlefield Road,
Redwood City tinyurl.com/Century20

CineArts at Palo Alto Square: 3000 El Camino
Real, Palo Alto (For information: 493-0128)
tinyurl.com/Pasquare
Guild: 949 El Camino Real, Menlo Park (For recorded
listings: 566-8367) tinyurl.com/Guildmp
Stanford Theatre: 221 University Ave., Palo Alto
(For recorded listings: 324-3700) Stanfordtheatre.org

Find trailers, star ratings and reviews on the web at PaloAltoOnline.com/movies
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LivingWell
A monthly special section of news

& information for seniors

A second life
Volunteers band together to revive recycled-bouquet program

story by Chris Kenrick | photos by Veronica Weber
eddings, bar mitzvahs, funerals — they
all spell opportunity
for Avenidas Blooms, a volunteer
group that recycles, rearranges
and distributes floral arrangements to the sick, the elderly and
those in need of some spontaneous cheer.
“When you do a delivery, sometimes the reaction you get is that
people will burst into tears. It’s
amazing, just incredible,”said
Menlo Park resident Anne Klause,
who is among the 30 or so volunteers that meet once a week at
Cubberley Community Center to
sort and arrange flowers that are
delivered to recipients at the VA
Hospital, local senior centers and
other health facilities.
“Just making these floral arrangements gives me so much
joy,” said Los Altos resident Robin
Bantz while sorting flowers on a
recent Wednesday. “You’re not
only doing something positive for
the individual receiving it ... but
there’s something magical about
putting color in your hands, putting
flowers and greenery together.”
The following morning, Bantz’s
floral creations landed at the Rose
Kleiner Center in Mountain View,

W

where clients in the memory-care
program could admire them and
choose one to take home.
Krause, Bantz and the other volunteers came together earlier this
year to form the group when the
nonprofit Random Acts of Flowers of Silicon Valley called it quits
after its monthly rent doubled to
$8,000. During its three years of
operation, the nonproft — which
was part of the national Random
Acts of Flowers organization that
is still in operation elsewhere —
delivered nearly 32,000 bouquets
and recycled more than 39,000
vases, according to its website.
The Silicon Valley group also
developed a cadre of exceptionally enthusiastic volunteers, some
of whom were working as many
as four days a week and participating in every step, from picking up
leftover flowers, rearranging them
and personally delivering them to
the bedside.
“When it closed its doors, people
were broken hearted,” said Klause,
who had been four-day-a-week
volunteer. “It was awful, just awful. There were several people
who said, ‘We’ve got to keep this
up. Even if we make only five bouquets and deliver them to the VA

once a week, that’s what we’ll do.’”
Klause was among the volunteers who came knocking on the
door of nonprofit senior services
agency Avenidas in a bid to find a
new home for the activity.
“We heard about (the closure
of Random Acts of Flowers) and
decided to reach out and let the
volunteers know we planned to do
the same mission here,” said Jyllian
Halliburton, volunteer program
manager at Avenidas in Palo Alto.
“We started to get contacted by
the volunteers and we got about
30-plus volunteers reaching out
to us. They were just so excited.”
For now, Avenidas has made
space for flower sorting and arranging in a large classroom at its
Cubberley Community Center site
every Wednesday, but workers are
already agitating for more days of
the week. Some said they additionally volunteer at one of two other
known spinoffs of Random Acts
of Flowers: Blossom Buddies in
Menlo Park and Flowers of Comfort in San Jose.
Many of the volunteers have
maintained their earlier relationships with local donor retailers,
florists and markets.
“There’s nothing that excites

Clockwise from left: Muoi Tran admires a flower bouquet created
by volunteers from the Avenidas Blooms program. Volunteers from
Avenidas Blooms make dozens of bouquets from recycled floral
arrangements to take to local hospitals and senior centers each
month. Luz Arroyaue admires the roses on the bouquet she selected
to take home from the Rose Kleiner Center.
us as much as a bucket of day-old
or week-old flowers,” said Palo
Alto resident Barbara Levin, as
the group cheered the arrival of
a new bucket of leftovers from
Mills Florist. Levin is a longtime
volunteer who routinely collects

cast-offs from Trader Joe’s in Palo
Alto. Others pick up from Trader
Joe’s in Menlo Park and a branch
of Whole Foods.
“We never know what flowers
(continued on page 42)
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Comprehensive coverage with
prescription drug plan included

Stanford Medicine and Sutter Health-affiliated
doctors, specialists and hospitals

Starting at $69 per month

Medicare Advantage Plans
from Stanford Health Care

The coverage. The doctors. The healthy extras. With Stanford Health Care Advantage (HMO),
you get medical, hospital and prescription drug coverage in one plan and trusted care from a robust
network of leading doctors—plus even more benefits that focus on healthy aging.
Learn more at a Stanford Health Care Advantage seminar near you.
Marie Callender’s
751 E El Camino Real
Sunnyvale, CA 94087
Fri, Oct 5 • 10:00am
Mon, Oct 8 • 10:00am

Celia’s Mexican Restaurant
1850 El Camino Real
Menlo Park, CA 94025
Tue, Oct 9 • 2:00pm
Thu, Oct 11 • 2:00pm

Addison-Penzak Jewish
Community Center
14855 Oka Road, Room C
Los Gatos, CA 95032
Sat, Oct 6 • 10:00am

University Medical Group
Campbell
50 E Hamilton Ave
Campbell, CA 95008
Wed, Oct 10 • 2:00pm

Marie Callender’s
620 Blossom Hill Rd
San Jose, CA 95123
Mon, Oct 8 • 10:00am
Tue, Oct 9 • 10:00am

A Bellagio Italian Restaurant
33 S Central Ave
Campbell, CA 95008
Wed, Oct 10 • 10:00am

Denny’s
2920 S Norfolk St
San Mateo, CA 94403
Thu, Oct 11 • 2:00pm
Arrillaga Family Recreation Center
700 Alma St
Menlo Park, CA 94025
Thu, Oct 11 • 10:00am

Walk in or RSVP.
StanfordHealthCareAdvantage.org/seminar

Or call us toll-free to learn more.

1-844-778-2636 (TTY 711)
8am–8pm*

*Seven days a week (October 1–March 31, except Thanksgiving and Christmas);
Monday to Friday (April 1–September 30, except holidays)
Stanford Health Care Advantage is an HMO with a Medicare contract. Enrollment in Stanford Health Care Advantage depends on contract
renewal. Other providers are available in our network. This information is not a complete description of benefits. Call 1-855-996-8422 (TTY: 711)
for more information. For accommodations of persons with special needs at meetings call 1-844-778-2636 (TTY 711).
ATTENTION: If you speak English, language assistance services, free of charge, are available to you. Call 1-855-996-8422 (TTY: 711). ATENCIÓN: si
habla español, tiene a su disposición servicios gratuitos de asistencia lingüística. Llame al 1-855-996-8422 (TTY: 711). 注意：如果您使用繁
體中文，您可以免費獲得語言援助服務。請致電 1-855-996-8422 (TTY: 711)。
H2986_MA19007v2_M
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Living Well

Senior Focus

ACTIVITY COMPANIONS ... Two recent
graduates of the Stanford Graduate School of
Business have launched a startup to bring larger
scale to something they’re passionate about:
intergenerational companionship. Mon Ami
aims to “bring play and fun to aging” by providing
companionship for seniors at home and those
living with dementia, Parkinsons and other
disabilities. Cofounders Madeline DangerfieldCha and Joy Zhang have backgrounds in play
design, education and volunteering in dementia
and hospice settings. The women tapped what
they call a “naturally occurring resource of college
students” around the Bay Area and created an
online platform to make matches for ongoing
relationships. For more information about Mon
Ami, call 650 691-5796 or go to hellomonami.
com.
CELEBRATING EXPERIENCE ... “Lives Well
Lived,” a documentary celebrating the wit,
wisdom and experiences of adults 70 to 100
years old, will be shown Sunday, Oct. 7, 2-4
p.m. at Channing House, 850 Webster St. , Palo
Alto. The city’s Age-friendly City Community
Committee is sponsoring the free showing,
and filmmaker Sky Bergman will be on hand to
answer questions. To register, go to lwlpaloalto.
eventbrite.com.
MEDICARE CHANGES ... Marcelo Espiritu,
a volunteer with nonprofit Health Insurance
Counseling and Advocacy Program, will present
an update on Medicare and the new benefits
impacting seniors and their families. Topics
will include changes to Medicare benefits, the
prescription drug plan, cost-sharing gaps and
eligibility. The free presentation will be Friday,
Oct. 19, from 10 a.m. to noon at Avenidas,

4000 Middlefield Road, on the second floor of
Building I. To register, go to Avenidas.org, click on
“Programs,” then “Lifelong Learning and Leisure,”
and search for class #6168.
MOZART AND BEETHOVEN... Pianist Ian Scarfe
will present “Grace and Drama,” a program on
the two towers of the classical era, Wolfgang
Amadeus Mozart and Ludwig van Beethoven on
Tuesday, Oct. 23, from 1-2:30 p.m. in the Schultz
Cultural Arts Hall of the Oshman Family Jewish
Community Center. $15. For more information,
contact Michelle Rosengaus at 650 223-8616 or
mrosengaus@paloaltojcc.org.
CAREGIVER CONFERENCE ... Philip Choe,
associate director of Stanford’s Geriatric
Fellowship Program will be the keynote speaker at
the 15th Annual Avenidas Caregiver Conference
titled “Don’t Go It Alone: Healthy Caregiving,
Community and Connection.” The event, on
Saturday, Nov. 10, will include nine workshops, a
boxed lunch, prizes and a chance to meet others
in similar situations. For more information, call
650 289-5445 or go to avenidas.org and click on
“Conferences.”
KICK THE TIRES ... Avenidas Village, a local
membership network that helps seniors age
in place, invites the public to sample some of
its social and cultural offerings by attending an
informational “coffee chat” on Tuesday, Oct. 16, at
10 a.m. or a lecture and light lunch on Friday, Oct.
26, at 11:30 a.m. The second event will feature a
talk and demo by GreenWaste of Palo Alto about
how trash and recyclables are processed. RSVP
required at 650 289-5405 or RmcCaughan@
avenidas.org.

Items for Senior Focus may be emailed to
Palo Alto Weekly Contributing Writer Chris
Kenrick at ckenrick@paweekly.com.

The Right Care at
The Right Time

We’ll match you with a skilled nurse for one-on-one care that
ȴWV\RXUQHHGVȃZKHWKHULWȇVDVKRUWYLVLWRUVXSSRUW

SKILLED SERVICES
Post-Hospital Care
Wound Care
IV Therapies
Palliative Care
Hospice Care

Wellness Checks
Medication Management
Airway/Ventilation Care
Patient Education
Respite Care

Call (650) 462-1001 to speak with a Care Coordinator,
or visit NurseRegistry.com/Living-Well

 _NurseRegistry.com
8QLYHUVLW\$YHQXH3DOR$OWR&$

+DYLQJWURXEOHƓQGLQJ
WKHULJKWFDUHSURYLGHUIRU\RX"
/HWXVWDNHWKHJXHVVZRUNRXWRIƓQGLQJJUHDWFDUH
Choosing the right care provider can be a long and complicated
process. Home Care Assistance prides itself on helping families
by providing expert care management, in addition to the most
experienced and dependable caregivers. We take the guesswork
out of what care clients might need and manage everything for
you! Plus, our expert caregiver matching ensures your loved
one is paired with a caregiver with the skills and experience to
meet their needs but also with a personality that will make them
optimally comfortable and happy.

6SHDNWRD&DUH$GYLVRUWRVFKHGXOH\RXUIUHHLQKRPH
FRQVXOWDWLRQWRGD\
Come visit us! Stop by
RXURIƓFHFRQYHQLHQWO\
ORFDWHGLQGRZQWRZQ
3DOR$OWRRII$OPD

From our family to yours!


+DZWKRUQH$YHQXH
3DOR$OWR&$
+RPH&DUH$VVLVWDQFHFRP3DOR$OWR

Serving happy clients across Palo Alto, Menlo Park, Atherton, Woodside, Portola Valley and more!
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“There’s no place like home.”

®

Matched
CareGivers
Providing the best
in home care
for over 25 years.

The DeLeon Difference®
650.543.8500
www.deleonrealty.com
650.543.8500 | www.deleonrealty.com | DeLeon Realty CalBRE #01903224

Matched CareGivers
is nurse owned and
operated. Our trained
caregivers provide personal
care, bathing, dressing,
companionship, exercise
and mobility assistance,
medication reminders, meal
planning and preparation
(including specialized diets),
transportation and errands,
coordination of social
activities, light housekeeping
and laundry.

Robin Bantz, left, Patti Murray, center, and Lady Bess Fishback
browse through hundreds of flowers sorted by other volunteers in the
group to find ones they want to use in their floral arrangements. The
flowers were donated by local businesses, including Trader Joe’s and
Whole Foods.

Second life
(continued from page 39)

When someone you care about
needs assistance...

Join our team!
We’re looking for talented,
highly-motivated and dynamic people

you can count on us to be there.
Call (650) 839-2273
Menlo Park • San Mateo
San Jose
Lic# 414700002

MatchedCareGivers.com

or vases we’re going to have to
work with, so every time we come
in it’s a new and interesting experience and it’s a way of showing
off our creative side,” Levin said.
The women have no trouble
unpacking funeral wreaths and
other event-specific arrangements to “create something more
interesting,” Klause said. But in
some cases the used flowers are
not fresh enough for a second life
and must be discarded.
Volunteer Sandra Bachman,
a Woodside resident, said her

favorite place to deliver is Stanford University Hospital.
“To go in and see patients that
do not have any flowers or visitors
and walk in with a bouquet and for
five minutes they forget about their
problems,” Bachman said. “They
open their eyes and to get that smile,
and to hear through that family
what a difference that can make for
healing … A lot of the nurses say it
helps them heal. It brings the outside in, the sunshine in.”
For more information about Avenidas Blooms, write to info@avenidas.org or call 650 289-5400. Q
Contributing writer Chris
Kenrick can be emailed at
ckenrick@paweekly.com.

Embarcadero Media is an independent multimedia news organization
with over 35 years of providing award-winning local news,
community information and entertainment to the Midpeninsula.
We are always looking for talented and creative people interested
in joining our efforts to produce outstanding journalism and results
for our advertisers through print and online.
We currently have the following positions open
for talented and outgoing individuals:
• Graphic Designer Creation/production of print and online ads,
including editorial layout, in a fast-paced environment. Publishing
experience and video editing a plus, highly-motivated entry-level
considered.
• Digital Sales Account Representative Prospect and sell local
businesses in our markets who have needs to brand and promote
their businesses or events using our full-suite of digital solutions.
Responsibilities include excellent sales and closing skills on the
phone, preparing proposals, maintaining a weekly sales pipeline
and ability to hit deadlines and work well under pressure. Sales
experience is a plus, but we will consider well-qualiﬁed candidates
with a passion to succeed.
• Multimedia Visual Journalist Shoot photographs and video in
Mountain View, Menlo Park and nearby communities including
general and breaking news, features, portraits, lifestyle/food and
special projects on a daily basis for print, online and social media.
Create compelling stories with photos, video and audio with a
strong emphasis on visual storytelling.
For more information visit:
http://embarcaderomediagroup.com/employment

breathe.

The Best Short-Term Rehab
or Long-Term Care.
Wellness and your wellbeing in short-term rehab or long-term care starts
right here. The ﬁnest programs, staff, cuisine, and attention are here for
you in an enviable environment at any one of our awarded Life Care
Communities. Call Janey, 415.351.7956 or email jdobson@ncphs.org.

Health Services
NCPHS
MARIN SAN FRANCISCO PORTOLA VALLEY

450 Cambridge Avenue | Palo Alto, CA 94306 | 650.326.8210
PaloAltoOnline.com | TheAlmanacOnline.com | MountainViewOnline.com
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1525 Post Street San Francisco, CA 94109-6567 - ncphshealthservices.org
This not-for-proﬁt community is part of Northern California Presbyterian Homes and Services.

Want To Stay In Your Home
As You Age?

OCTOBER 2018

Living Well

Calendar of Events

Please note: @ Avenidas is now “Avenidas @ CCC”Cubberley Community Center, Building I-2, 4000 Middleﬁeld Road, Palo Alto.

Avenidas Village helps you:
• Stay independent
• Make new friends
• Simplify your life
• Keep your mobility

• Access vetted
vendors
• Receive 24/7
assistance

Explore over coffee:
Attend a free “Coffee Chat” and ask
members questions.

Join us

TUESDAY, OCT. 16 AT 10:00AM
at Avenidas@Cubberlely (4000
Middleﬁeld Rd, PA)
or call (650) 289-5405 to schedule a
personal consultation!

Be our guest:

Join us

FRIDAY, OCT. 26 AT 11:30AM
at Avenidas@Cubberley for a Free talk by
GreenWaste of Palo Alto and a light lunch.
All are welcome to attend: simply RSVP to
(650) 289-5405

Village
www.avenidasvillage.org

(650) 289-5405

For complete schedule or info about Avenidas events, call 650-289-5400

“

Oct 1
Caregiver Support Group,
11:30am-1pm – every Monday @ Sunrise Palo
Alto, 2701 El Camino Real, Palo Alto. Call Paula
650-289-5438 for more info. Drop-in, free.

Oct 11
Advanced Health Care Directive appts
available,
Avenidas @ CCC. Call to schedule 650-2895400. $5.

Oct 2
Cluttering and Hoarding Support Group,
1st Tuesdays, 2-3:30pm, Avenidas @ CCC. For
more info call Emily Farber 650-289-5417. Dropin, free.

Oct 12
Social Bridge,
1-4pm, Avenidas @ CCC. Call 650-289-5436
for more info. Drop-in, free.

Oct 3
Mindfulness Meditation
– every Wednesday, 2:30-3:30pm, Avenidas @
CCC. Drop-in, free.
Oct 4
Curiosity Club in Avenidas Generation
Lab.
Test, evaluate and discuss tech products. 2-3pm,
Avenidas @ CCC. Call 650-289-5409 for more
info. Free, drop-in.
Oct 5
The League of Women Voters presents:
Election Fall 2018 Propositions – Pros
& Cons,
2-3:30pm, Avenidas @ CCC. Pre-registration
required. Call 650-289-5400. Free.
Oct 8
UNA Film Festival: Lessons in Fear,
3-4:30pm @ Channing House. Drop-in, free.

Oct 15
Senior Adult Legal Assistance appts
available for Santa Clara County
residents age 60+.
Call 650-289-5400 for appt. Free.
Oct 16
Avenidas Village Coffee Chat,
10am, Avenidas @ CCC. Space is limited. RSVP
required. Call 650-289-5405. Free.
Oct 17
Bring Your Own Device – Tech Help,
12-1pm, Avenidas @ CCC. Call 650-289-5409
for more info. Free, drop-in.
Oct 18
Movie: Show Dogs,
1:30-4pm, Avenidas @ CCC. $0/$2 includes
popcorn. Get ticket at front desk.

Oct 9
Avenidas Walkers,
10am – every Tuesday. Call 650-387-5256 for
trailhead info or to schedule. Free.

Oct 19
Presentation: Medicare Changes and
Updates for 2019 presented by HICAP,
10am-12pm, Avenidas @ CCC. Call 650-2895400 to pre-register. Free.

Oct 10
Reiki appts available,
Avenidas @ CCC. Call to schedule 650-2895400. $30/$35

Oct 22
Acupuncture appts available,
Avenidas @ CCC. Call to schedule 650-2895400. $30

Oct 23
Massage appts available,
Avenidas @ CCC. Call to schedule 650-2895400. $35/$45
Oct 24
Blood Pressure Screening,
9:30-10:30am, Senior Friendship Day @ CCC,
Building M. Drop-in, free.
Oct 25
Book Club: Pastwatch – The
Redemption of Christopher Columbus
by Orson Scott Card,
2:30-4pm, Avenidas @ CCC. Drop-in, free.
Oct 26
Free Avenidas Village presentation and
lunch,
11:30. RSVP to (650) 289-5405.
Oct 26
Club Aveneedles (Needlework Club),
– every Friday, 2:30-4:30pm, Avenidas @ CCC.
Bring your own project. Light instruction only.
Drop-in, free.
Oct 29
Do you know about Avenidas
Handyman Services?
Call 650-289-5426 for more info.
Oct 30
Presentation: “Tony Foster: Exploring
Beauty,”
1:30-3pm, Avenidas @ CCC. Call 650-2895400 to register. Free
Oct 31
Presentation: “Ask A Dietician:
Diabetes” by El Camino Hospital,
Avenidas @ CCC. 1:15-2:15pm Chinese; 2:303:30pm English. Call 650-289-5400 to register.
Free

MY EARS ARE STARTING TO PAINT MY
ENVIRONMENT

IN PRIMARY COLORS...
WITH MY PREVIOUS HEARING AID,
EVERYTHING WAS MORE
MUTED AND LESS BRILLIANT.

”

– QUOTE FROM A PACIFIC HEARING SERVICE PATIENT

WE LOVE HEARING
^^^WHJPÄJOLHYPUNZLY]PJLJVT
LOS ALTOS OFFICE

MENLO PARK OFFICE

496 First Street Ste #120
Los Altos, California, 94022
Phone: (650) 941-0664

3555 Alameda de las Pulgas Ste #100
Menlo Park, California, 94025
Phone: (650) 854-1980

SCHEDULE A COMPLIMENTARY CONSULTATION TO HEAR WHAT A DIFFERENCE WE CAN MAKE IN YOUR LIFE
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Home&Real Estate

OPEN HOME GUIDE 58
Also online at PaloAltoOnline.com

A weekly guide to home, garden and real estate news, edited by Elizabeth Lorenz

Home Front

NEIGHBORHOOD SNAPSHOT

OAK TALK ... On Sunday, Oct.
13, botany professor Matt Ritter
will give a talk on “Oaks and other
California plants.” Sponsored
by Gamble Garden and the
nonprofit Canopy, the talk will
be held at Eastside College
Preparatory School, 1041 Myrtle
St., East Palo Alto, from 9:30
a.m. to noon. Ritter, professor
of botany at Cal Poly, San Luis
Obispo, will take attendees on a
visual “tour” through the state’s
flora in a lecture based on his
new book, “California Plants.”
A richly illustrated field guide
to the state’s native plants. He
will use his photos and humor
to share the natural history of
California’s plants. In recognition
of “Oaktober,” Canopy’s oak
month, he will share stories of the
state’s rich oak heritage. Books
will be available to purchase at
the event. Cost is $15. To register
go to gamblegarden.org.
DIY PUMPKIN DECOR ...
The staff at SummerWinds
Nursery in Palo Alto will host
a free 30-minute workshop on
Sunday, Oct. 14, on creating
a succulent-topped pumpkin.
Garden experts will demonstrate
how to make the season’s
latest pumpkin “trend” and
display them at home. Seating
is limited. To register, go to
summerwindsnursery.com.
AUTUMN CLEANING ...
Mountain View residents who
need to dispose of bulky items
(old furniture, appliances,
mattresses) that don’t fit in
their garbage bins can arrange
for a free curbside collection
pickup through their collection
agency Recology. Residential
customers are eligible for three
curbside cleanups per calendar
year at no additional charge.
Residents may also exchange a
free pickup for a dump voucher
that allows residents to take their
stuff to the landfill at no charge.
Recology also rents bins (smaller
than a debris box), which are
delivered to and picked up no
more than seven days after
delivery. For more information,
contact Recology Mountain View
at 650-967-3034.

Send notices of news and events related
to real estate, interior design, home
improvement and gardening to Home
Front, Palo Alto Weekly, P.O. Box 1610,
Palo Alto, CA 94302, or email elorenz@
paweekly.com. Deadline is one week
before publication.

READ MORE ONLINE

PaloAltoOnline.com

There are more real estate features
online. Go to PaloAltoOnline.com/
real_estate.

Neighbors Ling Ling Yang, left, Paula Heegaard, center, and
Gunars Bite go to Ramos Park with their dogs Parker, Nala, Momo,
Bella and Thena.

A place

to put down

roots

Adobe Meadow past and present provides a
stable neighborhood for all

Story by Angela Swartz | Photos by Veronica Weber

A

dobe Meadow in Palo Alto is
a friendly place where once
neighbors move in, they tend
to stay put.
In fact, most neighbors only
move out literally when they
die, said 30-year resident Arthur
Keller, with no irony in his voice.
“There aren’t that many people
who move out otherwise,” said
Keller, who bought his house on
Corina Way 30 years ago. “It’s actually a very stable neighborhood.”
Keller founded the Adobe
Meadow Neighborhood Association in 2005.
The neighborhood’s proximity
to schools, whether it’s Fairmeadow or JLS middle school or Gunn
High, also contributes to people’s
long-term stays, he said. Students
can take the 88L bus to Gunn for
only $1 each way, Keller said.
Adobe Meadow is surprisingly
walkable, said Mary Ann Norton,
who lives on Ross Road at East
Meadow. There are two parks, two
schools, the YMCA, the Palo Alto
Jewish Community Center, the
library and shopping in Midtown
and Charleston Center, she said.
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Neighbors are friendly and look
after one another, Keller said.
Adobe Meadow pioneered a block
captain system that also doubles
as an emergency preparedness
program. During the October
2017 wildfires in wine country,
the neighborhood ordered M95
masks in bulk for neighbors struggling with the poor air quality, he
said. The neighborhood also keeps
a stash of emergency supplies and
a roster of neighbors’ names and
contact information.
Before the neighborhood was
built out, Adobe Meadow consisted of rural lots, according to
the Adobe Meadow Neighborhood Association literature.
In the late 1940s, residents on
Charleston and Grove Avenue
crossed to Piers Dairy on Louis
Road.
In December 1955, a rainstorm
created a lake east of Middlefield
Road, leaving the dairy cows
knee-deep in water. That spring,
developers began building homes
on the dairy site. Eichler homes
sprung up in 1956 on the south
side of the new Adobe Creek

Most Adobe Meadow residents move in and tend to stay, said
30-year resident Arthur Keller, who founded the neighborhood
association in 2005.

FACTS
Child care and preschools (nearby): Covenant Children’s Center, 670
East Meadow Drive; Sunshine Preschool Montessori, 3711 Ross Road
Fire station: No. 4, 3600 Middlefield Road
Library: Mitchell Park branch, 3700 Middlefield Road
Location: East Meadow Drive to Adobe Creek, Middlefield Road to
Louis Road
Neighborhood association: Adobe Meadow Neighborhood Association,
info@adobemeadow.org, adobemeadow.org, president: Chip Wytmar
Parks: Don Jesus Ramos Park, 800 E. Meadow Drive; Mitchell Park,
600 E. Meadow Drive
Post office: Main, 2085 E. Bayshore Road
Private school: Challenger School, 3880 Middlefield Road
Public schools: Fairmeadow Elementary School, Jane Lathrop Stanford
Middle School, Gunn High School
Shopping (nearby): Charleston Center, Midtown Shopping Center

flood channel.
Grove Avenue and Corina Way
started hosting block parties in the
1980s, and now there’s an annual
neighborhood party in Ramos
Park in the fall, Keller said. There
are other neighborhood parties
throughout the year, too, he said.
Residents acknowledge that the
neighborhood is struggling more
with parking now, Keller said. For
example, there’s been a shortage

of spots on weekdays when various company employees park at
Mitchell Park to catch their shuttles to work.
Despite the changes and parking
concerns, Norton still loves her
neighborhood’s vibe. “We have an
active neighborhood association
and very friendly residents.” Q
Angela Swartz is a reporter for
the Almanac. She can be emailed
at aswartz@almanacnews.com.

OPEN
HOUSE
SAT & SUN
1:30-4:30

150 W. Edith Avenue #6
LOS ALTOS

Pristine Downtown Los Altos
Spotless and bright corner unit with approximately
1334 sqft of living space. 3 bedrooms, 2 baths,
2 underground secured parking spaces and
community swimming pool. Recently upgraded
kitchen with granite countertops and stainless steel
appliances. Hardwood ﬂoors. Prime location in
Downtown Los Altos with award winning Los Altos
schools. Walking Distance to downtown shopping
and great restaurants.

Oﬀered at $1,298,000
www.tourfactory.com/2071499

ANNA PARK
License #01473188

650.543.1080
650.387.6159
apark@apr.com

Square footage, acreage, and other information herein, has been received from one or more of
D YDULHW\ RI GLIIHUHQW VRXUFHV 6XFK LQIRUPDWLRQ KDV QRW EHHQ YHULƓHG E\ $ODLQ 3LQHO 5HDOWRUV ,I
LPSRUWDQWWREX\HUVEX\HUVVKRXOGFRQGXFWWKHLURZQLQYHVWLJDWLRQ

1893 Edgewood Drive, Palo Alto
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Offered at $2,898,000
JENNIFER BUENROSTRO
NANCY MOTT
JENNIFER: 650.224.9539
NANCY: 650.255.2325
jbuenrostro@apr.com
nmott@apr.com
www.nancyandjenniferhomes.com
Jennifer CalBRE#01733750
Nancy CalBRE#01028928
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Modern and luxurious new construction
in prime Menlo Park

1790 Bay Laurel Drive, Menlo Park
5 Bed | 5 Bath and 2 half baths | $9,498,000
7,158 Sq Ft | 13,781 Sq Ft

•

•

Great room & kitchen
has walls of panoramic
doors that open to artfully
designed patio
Kitchen features wine and
beverage refrigerators,
custom cabinets, SubZero
and Wolf appliances

•

Master suite with walk-in
closet and en suite bath
with radiant heating

•

Den, gym or recreation
room, media room with
bar and patio, laundry
room and mudroom

Zach Trailer
650.906.8008
ztrailer@zachtrailer.com
zachtrailer.com
DRE 01371338

Keri Nicholas
650.533.7373
keri@kerinicholas.com
kerinicholas.com
DRE 01198898

WSJ Top 150 Agents Nationwide

WSJ Top 18 Agents Nationwide

Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Number 01527235. All material presented herein is intended for informational purposes only. Information is compiled from sources deemed reliable but is subject to errors, omissions, changes in price, condition, sale or
withdrawal without notice. No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footages are approximate. This is not intended to solicit property already listed. Nothing herein shall be construed as legal, accounting or other professional advice outside the realm of real estate brokerage.
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IT'S A GREAT TIME TO BUY A HOME!

328 Churchill Avenue, Palo Alto

OPEN SUNDAY 1:30-4:30
This striking home is a bold representation of contemporary architecture embracing
enduring principles of modern design. The ﬂoor plan includes 4 bedrooms, 5.5 baths, 2
libraries and 1 ofﬁce.
Approach the home through a private entry courtyard where lush greenery is punctuated
by two gracious and colorful maple trees, contrasting with the clean simple lines and
muted color palette of the home’s exterior elevation.
A dramatic two-story vaulted ceiling rises 23+ ft. above the center of the home and lower
hallway that leads to the stunning living room with 13+ ft. ceilings. A varied placement of
windows creates visual interest and allows natural light to ﬂood the room
The lower level is comprised of living, dining and family rooms, a well-equipped eat-in
kitchen, library and ofﬁce. A unique aspect of this remarkable home is that all public
rooms open to the surrounding garden landscaped in serene shades of green with
occasional pops of brilliant color.
Natural light streams through 16 artistically arranged windows illuminating the unique
open hallway connecting an upstairs library and 4 upper level bedrooms, each with
private bath.
The garden is a rich tapestry of varied hues of green providing a peaceful natural
backdrop harmonizing with the elegant simplicity of the home’s architectural design.
This captivating home is a rare sensory delight, and a place you will always want to go….
and never want to leave!

Living Area: 4,611 sq. ft. (Per county records, unverified)
Lot Size: 9,750 sq. ft. (Per county records, unverified)

Offered at $6,238,000

Carol Carnevale

Nicole Aron

BRE#00946687

RE#00952657

www.328Churchill.com

Included among the top Real Estate Teams in the Nation
by the Wall Street Journal

C :: 650-465-5958
E :: carolandnicole@apr.com

State-of-the-art real estate,
State-of-the-heart relationships!

Stay Connected!

586 Palo Alto Sales.....and counting

www.CarolAndNicole.com
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Listed by Michael Repka of the DeLeon Team
650.900.7000 | michael@deleonrealty.com | www.deleonrealty.com | DRE #01903224

TIMELESS CHARM IN DESIRABLE LOS ALTOS
1300 Montclaire Way, Los Altos

Offered at $2,988,000

Elegantly-designed spaces and lush grounds warm this beautiful 5 bedroom, 3.5 bath home of 2,705 square feet (per county) on a 9,600 square
foot lot (per county) in the peaceful Highlands neighborhood. Large bay windows, multiple skylights, and intricate designer details create an
inviting and relaxing ambience indoors. The chef ’s kitchen features granite countertops, a travertine tile backsplash, and an oversized eat-in
area with outdoor access to the flagstone patio, wooden deck, and flourishing fruit trees. Two master suites, a flexible office space, a formal
dining room, separate family and living rooms, and two additional bedrooms with a shared hall bath complete the home. Excellent hiking trails,
breathtaking vistas, Los Altos Golf & Country Club, and popular downtown conveniences rest mere minutes away.

Saturday & Sunday
1:00 - 5:00 pm

OPEN HOUSE

Complimentary
Refreshments

For more information, video tour & more photos, please visit:

www.1300Montclaire.com
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E XCLUSIVES

OPEN HOUSE SUNDAY 1:30–4:30PM

1850 Waverley Street, Palo Alto
Offered at $4,750,000 · 4 Beds · 3 Baths · Home ±2,457 sf · Lot ±5,400 sf
1850Waverley.com · Noelle Queen & Michael Dreyfus

OPEN HOUSE SUNDAY 1:30–4:30PM
27464 Altamont Road, Los Altos Hills

215 Josselyn Lane, Woodside

Palo Alto Estate

Offered at $6,000,000
4 Beds · 3.5 Baths
Home ±4,928 sf · Lot ±4.2 acres

Offered at $9,995,000
5 Beds · 6 Baths · Home ±8,085 sf
2 Guest Units · Lot ±4.96 acres

Offered at $19,950,000
7 Beds · 8 Full Baths · 4 Half Baths
±13,477 sf on ±1.27 acre Lot

LosAltosHillsAcreage.com
Dulcy Freeman & Michael Dreyfus

JosselynEstate.com
Noelle Queen & Michael Dreyfus

OldAdobeEstate.com
Dulcy Freeman & Michael Dreyfus

650.485.3476 · License #01121795
Visit dreyfus.group for more listings
728 Emerson Street, Palo Alto, CA 94301 · dreyfus.group
Each Office is Independently Owned and Operated.
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OPEN SATURDAY & SUNDAY 1:30 - 4:30
976 MENLO AVENUE, MENLO PARK
Offered at $1,875,000
www.976Menlo.com
2

2.5
2 Beds/2.5 Baths
1,517 square feet

Y

ou will love living in this very attractive 2 bedroom/2.5 bath townhouse in a prime downtown Menlo Park location. The living room has high ceilings, a fireplace and a door to a private, well-landscaped garden.
Separate dining area opens to an inviting covered porch, perfect for quiet sitting or outdoor entertaining. The attractive eat-in kitchen has top appliances, granite counters and a sunny breakfast nook. There are
beautiful hardwood floors in the living areas. The master suite and additional en suite bedroom are well-sized and there is a large, open area for an office, daybed, or children’s play area. The two-car garage is attached.
Excellent Menlo Park Schools.

124 LUNDY LANE, PALO ALTO
Offered at $2,985,000
www.124LundyLn.com
5

3
2,855 sf | LOT: 8,610 sf
2-car garage

R

emodeled 5 bedroom home on a quiet Palo Alto cul-de-sac. The inviting, slated-tiled covered porch leads to the formal entry, which opens to a spacious formal living room with fireplace. The formal dining room boasts french doors leading to the deck and gardens and is a wonderful place for family gatherings. The remodeled, eat-in kitchen with fantastic natural light has attractive custom cabinetry,
countertops and hardwood floors. On the main level, the bedroom wing features a master suite, 3 additional bedrooms and a remodeled hallway bathroom. A large family room doubles as a home theatre and boasts a
custom bookcase lining the staircase to a second level with an en suite bedroom, complete with a wet bar and refrigerator. The entire family room and second floor bedroom suite have their own entrance, allowing for a
multitude of uses. The home wraps around a sunny deck and gardens that can be accessed from the bedroom wing as well as the dining room. With wonderful indoor-outdoor flow, a hot tub, a seating area in front of the
home and a quiet, end of cul-de sac location, this is a home to enjoy. Located In the heart of Silicon Valley and close to Google, Facebook and Apple. Award winning Palo Alto Schools.

monicacormanbroker

mandymontoya

650.543.1164

650.823.8212

CalRE #01111473

CalRE #01911643

mcorman@apr.com
MonicaCorman.com

mmontoya@apr.com
MandyMontoya.com

Ranked in the Top Tier by the Wall Street Journal
2016, 2017 and 2018 Nationwide List of Top Real Estate Professionals.

Information deemed reliable, but not guaranteed. Buyer to verify all information to their satisfaction.
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OPEN HOMES
UNLESS OTHERWISE NOTED,
ALL TIMES ARE 1:30-4:30 PM

EAST PALO ALTO
2 Bedrooms - Condominium
453 E O’Keefe St #101
$748,888
Sat/Sun Intero Real Estate Services 947-4700

LOS ALTOS

3 Bedrooms

4 Bedrooms - Townhouse

6 Bedrooms

3 Fredrick Ct
$4,885,000
Sat 1:30-4/Sun 2-4 Alain Pinel Realtors 462-1111
1027 Hollyburne Av
$1,795,000
Sat/Sun 1-4 Coldwell Banker
324-4456
172 Elliott Dr
$2,098,000
Sat/Sun 1-4
Golden Gate Sotheby’s International Realty
644-3474
386 Encinal Av
$2,850,000
Sat/Sun 1-4
Pacific Union
804-1640

847 Avery Dr
$1,498,000
Sat/Sun Intero Real Estate Services 947-4700

167 Ramoso Rd
Sun
Coldwell Banker

PACIFICA

REDWOOD CITY

3 Bedrooms - Condominium

3 Bedrooms
150 W. Edith Av
Sat/Sun
Alain Pinel Realtors

$1,298,000
323-1111

1320 Country Club Dr
$2,700,000
Sat/Sun 1-4 Intero Real Estate Services 947-4700
1260 Payne Dr
$2,395,000
Sat/Sun 2-4
Golden Gate Sotheby’s International Realty
847-1141
1363 Arbor Av
Sat/Sun
Sereno Group

$3,495,000
947-2900

5 Bedrooms
1300 Montclaire Way
Sat/Sun 1-5
Deleon Realty

$2,988,000
543-8500

751 Alvina Ct
$3,850,000
Sat/Sun 1-5 Intero Real Estate Services 947-4700
1105 Briarwood Ct
$4,500,000
Sat/Sun Intero Real Estate Services 947-4700

675 Sharon Park Dr #134
Sat
Deleon Realty

$1,288,000
543-8500

4 Bedrooms
925 Cotton St
$4,195,000
Sun
Coldwell Banker
324-4456
500 San Mateo Dr
$3,495,000
Sun
Coldwell Banker
324-4456
2328 Branner Dr
$3,150,000
Sun 2-4
Golden Gate Sotheby’s International Realty
847-1141
35 Oak Hollow Way
$4,398,000
By Appointment Coldwell Banker
324-4456

8 Bedrooms
773 & 775 Partridge Av
Sat
Deleon Realty

$4,488,000
543-8500

MOSS BEACH
2 Bedrooms

LOS ALTOS HILLS
4 Bedrooms
27464 Altamont Rd
$6,000,000
Sun
Golden Gate Sotheby’s International Realty
644-3474

191 Reef Point Rd
$3,495,000
Sun 2-4
Golden Gate Sotheby’s International Realty
847-1141

MOUNTAIN VIEW
3 Bedrooms

MENLO PARK
2 Bedrooms - Condominium
1230 Sharon Park Dr #64
$1,585,000
Sun
Pacific Union International 314-7200

2 Bedrooms - Townhouse
976 Menlo Av
Sat/Sun
Alain Pinel Realtors

$1,875,000
462-1111

1654 Miramonte Av
Sat/Sun 1-4
Sereno Group

$2,080,000
947-2900

4 Bedrooms
1299 Cuernavaca Circulo
$2,298,000
Sat 1:30-4:30/Sun 2-4
Golden Gate Sotheby’s International Realty
847-1141

3 Bedrooms
32 Humboldt Ct
Sun 1-4
Alain Pinel Realtors

$1,595,000
529-1111

2 Bedrooms
128 Middlefield Rd
Sun
Deleon Realty

$1,988,000
543-8500

3 Bedrooms
4232 Darlington Ct
Sat/Sun 1-4
Sereno Group
596 Military Way
Sat/Sun 11-5 Coldwell Banker
251 Carolina Ln
Sun 1-4
Coldwell Banker
1893 Edgewood Dr
Sat/Sun
Alain Pinel Realtors

$2,388,000
947-2900
$2,799,000
325-6161
$2,895,000
324-4456
$2,898,000
323-1111

3 Bedrooms - Condominium
4068 El Camino Way
$1,988,000
Sat/Sun 1-5
Deleon Realty
543-8500
447 College Av
$1,925,000
Sat/Sun 1-4 Intero Real Estate Services 947-4700

4 Bedrooms
526 Seneca St
$4,488,000
Sat
Deleon Realty
543-8500
1850 Waverley St
$4,750,000
Sun
Golden Gate Sotheby’s International Realty
644-3474
1690 Edgewood Dr
$4,588,000
Sat/Sun 1-5 Intero Real Estate Services 622-1000
328 Churchill Av
$6,238,000
Sun
Alain Pinel Realtors
462-1111
410 Cole Ct
$2,498,000
Sat/Sun 1-5 Alain Pinel Realtors
793-4583

5 Bedrooms
1820 Bret Harte St
Sat/Sun Keller Williams Palo Alto
1117 Hamilton Av
Sun
Deleon Realty
124 Lundy Ln
Sat/Sun
Alain Pinel Realtors
1321 Harker Av
Sun
Deleon Realty

$6,198,000
454-8500
$6,988,000
543-8500
$2,985,000
462-1111
$7,288,000
543-8500

6 Bedrooms

Your Realtor & You
SILVAR Congratulates Filipino American Real Estate Group’s New Leadership
Members of Silicon Valley’s real estate
community, public officials and friends
congratulated the Filipino American Real Estate
Professional Association Silicon Valley chapter,
at the installation of the group’s 2018-2019
officers and board directors on Sept. 28.
2018-2019 FAREPA SV president Cheryl Javier
is a broker and owner of CBC Realty. Javier is
joined by Robert Balina (Synergize Realty), vice
president; Mark Taylan (Direct Funding, Inc.),
treasurer; and Gelda Lopez (Wells Fargo Home
Mortgage), secretary.
The association’s 2018-2019 board directors
are Dexter Lat (Realty World One Alliance),
Dan Ramas (Keller Williams Silicon City),
Anna Truong Lopez (Bank of America), Divina
Parreno (WFG Title Insurance Company),
Michael Lam (Kaydoh Inc.), Janet Huynh
(Brokers Network Inc.), Alison Goh (Intero Real
Estate Services), Anne Orozco Ramirez (Keller
Williams Silicon City), Jennie Villegas (Keller
Williams Bay Area Estates), Frank Cancilla
(FCC Realty Group).
Silicon Valley Association of REALTORS®
president Bill Moody administered the oath of
office to Javier, the new officers and directors.
Moody congratulated the 2018-2019 FAREPA
leadership and professed SILVAR’s continued
support for FAREPA and the multicultural real
estate association’s goals.
“We look forward to continue working with you
and strengthening our partnership, and having a
lot of fun in the year ahead,” Moody told Javier.
California State Senator Jim Beall praised
FAREPA for helping the community and
“making it a better place to live.” Department of

Real Estate acting commissioner Daniel Sandri
also praised FAREPA for educating its members
and encouraging ethical practices.
“In the end we can look back to all the people
we have helped and the lives we have enhanced
and the positive changes we have created,” said
Sandri.
Javier thanked the real estate community
for its support. Javier is looking forward to
strengthening FAREPA’s commitment to
enhancing the working lives of its members,
expanding its base, and helping needy families in
the community.
“With persistence, perseverance and personality,
we will succeed,” said Javier.
A highlight of the evening was the presentation of
FAREPA’s first-ever Bayanihan award to SILVAR
public affairs and communications director
Rose Meily. “Bayanihan” is a Filipino term that
refers to the spirit of communal unity, work
and cooperation to achieve a particular goal.
The award recognizes a person “whose care and
character is an example of what and whom our
organization has set to become in the industry.”
Members of FAREPA are actively engaged
in real estate sales and brokerage, property
management, mortgage banking, and real
estate development. Regular activities of the
association include luncheon meetings, which
serve as forums for discussion of contemporary
and critical real estate issues and for networking
with other real estate professionals.
***
Information provided in this column is presented
by the Silicon Valley Association of REALTORS®.
Send questions to Rose Meily at rmeily@silvar.org.
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$7,888,000
543-8500

PORTOLA VALLEY
3 Bedrooms
130 Gabarda Way
$2,895,000
Sat/Sun Intero Real Estate Services 543-7740
271 S Balsamina Way
$2,695,000
Sat/Sun Intero Real Estate Services 543-7740
14 Tynan Way
$2,295,000
Sun
Coldwell Banker
851-2666

4 Bedrooms
128 Pecora Way
$2,295,000
Sat/Sun Intero Real Estate Services 543-7740
139 Crescent Av
$2,795,000
Sun
Coldwell Banker
851-1961

5 Bedrooms
25 Bear Gulch Dr
Sun
Coldwell Banker
707 Westridge Dr
Sun
Coldwell Banker

2 Bedrooms
1112 Junipero Av
Sat/Sun
Alain Pinel Realtors

$1,050,000
323-1111

3 Bedrooms

PALO ALTO

417 Seneca St
Sun
Deleon Realty

$5,495,000
324-4456

$5,595,000
851-1961
$10,995,000
324-4456

1934 James Av
$1,748,000
Sat/Sun
Coldwell Banker
325-6161
1616 Union Av
$1,789,000
Sun 2-4
Golden Gate Sotheby’s International Realty
644-3474

4 Bedrooms
36 Woodhill Rd
Sun
Alain Pinel Realtors
210 Montalvo Rd
Sun 1-5
Sereno Group
632 Canyon Rd
Sun
Coldwell Banker

$2,950,000
462-1111
$2,895,000
323-1900
$3,295,000
325-6161

5 Bedrooms
1125 Virginia Av
Sat/Sun
Coldwell Banker

$1,985,000
325-6161

7 Bedrooms
1552 Jefferson Av
$2,349,000
Sat/Sun 1-4 Intero Real Estate Services 947-4700

SAN CARLOS
3 Bedrooms
215 Lemoore Dr
Sun 1-5
Coldwell Banker

$2,095,000
851-2666

4 Bedrooms
130 Lynton Av
$2,590,000
Sat 2-4/Sun 1:30-4:30
Golden Gate Sotheby’s International Realty
847-1141

SAN JOSE
3 Bedrooms
391 Maplewood Av
Sat/Sun 1-5
Deleon Realty

$1,598,000
543-8500

SANTA CLARA
3 Bedrooms - Townhouse
2462 Golf Links Cir
Sun 2-4
Coldwell Banker

$1,430,000
324-4456

SUNNYVALE
3 Bedrooms
1030 Polk Av
Sat/Sun 1-4
Intero Real Estate Services
346 E Washington Av
Sat
Sereno Group
647 Torreya Av
Sat/Sun 1-5
Deleon Realty
1122 W Iowa Av
Sat/Sun 1-5
Deleon Realty

$1,900,000
947-4700
$1,299,000
947-2900
$1,888,000
543-8500
$1,998,000
543-8500

WOODSIDE
5 Bedrooms
14732 Skyline Blvd
$1,849,000
Sun 2-4
Coldwell Banker
324-4456
310 Kings Mountain Rd
$12,000,035
Sun
Golden Gate Sotheby’s International Realty
644-3474
125 Lakeview Dr
$7,850,000
Sun
Coldwell Banker
324-4456

Today’s local news, sports & hot picks
Receive information on what’s happening in
your community by email every day.

Sign up today at www.PaloAltoOnline.com

THE ADDRESS IS THE PENINSU
THE EXPERIENCE IS AIN PINEL

LOS ALTOS HILLS $7,200,000

LOS ALTOS HILLS $7,188,000

PALO ALTO $6,995,000

PALO ALTO $6,238,000

1516 Country Club Drive | 4+bd/3.5+ba
Bogard-Tanigami Team | 650.924.8365
License # 00298975 | 01918407
OPEN SAT & SUN 1:30-4:30

12121 Foothill Lane | 5bd/7ba
Connie Miller | 650.279.7074
License # 01275848
BY APPOINTMENT

931 Laurel Glen Drive | 6bd/6.5ba
Derk Brill | 650.543.1117
License # 01256035
OPEN SUNDAY 1:30-4:30

328 Churchill Avenue | 4bd/5.5ba
C. Carnevale/N. Aron | 650.543.1195
License # 00946687 | 00952657
BY APPOINTMENT

LOS ALTOS $4,895,000

LOS ALTOS HILLS $4,895,000

MENLO PARK $4,885,000

MENLO PARK $4,598,000

295 Covington Road | 4bd/3.5ba
Kristi Foxgrover | 650.823.4577
License # 00909136
OPEN SAT & SUN 12:00-5:00

27800 Edgerton Road | 5+bd/3.5ba
Connie Miller | 650.279.7074
License # 01275848
OPEN SATURDAY 1:30-4:30

3 Frederick Court | 3bd/2.5ba
Judy Citron | 650.543.1206
License # 01825569
BY APPOINTMENT

661 Windsor Drive | 5bd/5ba
Keri Nicholas | 650.533.7373
License # 01198898
BY APPOINTMENT

PALO ALTO $3,498,000

PALO ALTO $2,985,000

PALO ALTO $2,798,000

WOODSIDE $2,398,000

556 Pena Court | 4bd/3ba
Delia Fei | 650.269.3422
License # 01217572
OPEN SAT & SUN 2:00-5:00

124 Lundy Lane | 5bd/3ba
M. Corman/M. Montoya | 650.465.5971
License # 01111473 | 01911643
BY APPOINTMENT

2256 Santa Ana Street | 4bd/3ba
Shelly Roberson | 650.464.3797
License # 01143296
BY APPOINTMENT

227 Rapley Ranch Road | 4bd/2ba
K. Bird/S. Hayes | 650.207.0940
License # 00929166 | 01401243
BY APPOINTMENT

REDWOOD CITY $2,088,000

MENLO PARK $1,875,000

PACIFICA $1,595,000

SUNNYVALE $1,198,000

2740 Delaware Avenue | 4bd/3ba
Cindy Liebsch | 650.591.7473
License # 01324217
BY APPOINTMENT

976 Menlo Avenue | 2bd/2.5ba
M. Corman/M. Montoya | 650.465.5971
License # 01111473 | 01911643
BY APPOINTMENT

32 Humboldt Court | 3bd/2ba
Genella Williamson | 650.787.0839
License # 00755754
OPEN SUNDAY 1:00-4:00

412 Paria Terrace | 2bd/2.5ba
Derk Brill | 650.543.1117
License # 01256035
OPEN SUNDAY 1:30-4:30

APR.COM

Over 30 Real Estate Offices Serving The Bay Area Including
Palo Alto
650.323.1111

Los Altos
650.941.1111

Menlo Park
650.462.1111

Menlo Park-Downtown
650.304.3100

Woodside
650.529.1111

Square footage, acreage, and other information herein, has been received from one or more of a variety of different sources.
Such information has not been veriﬁed by Alain Pinel Realtors®. If important to buyers, buyers should conduct their own investigation.
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Marketplace
PLACE
AN AD
ONLINE
fogster.com

E-MAIL
ads@fogster.com

P
 HONE

650.326.8216
Now you can log on to
fogster.com, day or night
and get your ad started
immediately online.
Most listings are free and
include a one-line free
print ad in our Peninsula
newspapers with the
option of photos and
additional lines. Exempt
are employment ads,
which include a web
listing charge. Home
Services and Mind & Body
Services require contact
with a Customer Sales
Representative.
So, the next time you
have an item to sell,
barter, give away or
buy, get the perfect
combination: print ads in
your local newspapers,
reaching more than
150,000 readers, and
unlimited free web
postings reaching
hundreds of thousands
additional people!!

INDEX
QBULLETIN

BOARD
100-155
QFOR SALE
200-270
QKIDS STUFF
330-390
QMIND & BODY
400-499
QJ
 OBS
500-560
QB
 USINESS
SERVICES
600-699
QH
 OME
SERVICES
700-799
QFOR RENT/
FOR SALE
REAL ESTATE
801-899
QP
 UBLIC/LEGAL
NOTICES
995-997
The publisher waives any and all claims
or consequential damages due to errors
Embarcadero Media cannot assume
responsibility for the claims or performance
of its advertisers. Embarcadero Media right
to refuse, edit or reclassify any ad solely at its
discretion without prior notice.

fogster.com

TM

THE PENINSULA’S
FREE CLASSIFIEDS WEB SITE
Combining the reach of the Web with
print ads reaching over 150,000 readers!

fogster.com is a unique web site offering FREE postings from communities throughout the Bay Area and
an opportunity for your ad to appear in the Palo Alto Weekly, The Almanac and the Mountain View Voice.

Bulletin
Board
115 Announcements
DID YOU KNOW
that newspapers serve an engaged
audience and that 79% still read a
print newspaper? Newspapers need to
be in your mix! Discover the Power of
Newspaper Advertising. For more info
email cecelia@cnpa.com or call
(916) 288-6011. (Cal-SCAN)
DID YOU KNOW
7 IN 10 Americans or 158 million U.S.
Adults read content from newspaper
media each week? Discover the Power
of Newspaper Advertising. For a free
brochure call 916-288-6011 or email
cecelia@cnpa.com (Cal-SCAN)
EVERY BUSINESS
has a story to tell! Get your message out
with California’s PRMedia Release — the
only Press Release Service operated by
the press to get press! For more info
contact Cecelia @ 916-288-6011 or
http://prmediarelease.com/california
(Cal-SCAN)

202 Vehicles Wanted
WANTED! Old Porsche
356/911/912 for restoration by
hobbyist 1948-1973 Only. Any condition,
top $ paid! PLEASE LEAVE MESSAGE
1-707-965-9546. Email:
porscherestoration@yahoo.com.
(Cal-SCAN)

210 Garage/Estate
Sales
Palo Alto, 1280 Pine Street, 8a-noonish

245 Miscellaneous
SAWMILLS from only $4397.00
MAKE & SAVE MONEY with your own
bandmill- Cut lumber any dimension.
In stock ready to ship! FREE Info/DVD:
www.NorwoodSawmills.com
1-800-567-0404 Ext.300N (Cal-SCAN)
Vintage Mountain View Shop

Mind
& Body
425 Health Services
FDA-Registered Hearing Aids
100% Risk-Free! 45-Day Home Trial.
Comfort Fit. Crisp Clear Sound. If you
decide to keep it, PAY ONLY $299 per
aid. FREE Shipping. Call Hearing Help
Express 1- 844-234-5606 (Cal-SCAN)
Medical-Grade HEARING AIDS
for LESS THAN $200! FDA-Registered.
Crisp, clear sound, state of-the-art
features & no audiologist needed. Try it
RISK FREE for 45 Days! CALL
1-877-736-1242 (Cal-SCAN)

go to fogster.com to respond
to ads without phone numbers

OXYGEN - Anytime. Anywhere!
No tanks to refill. No deliveries. The AllNew Inogen One G4 is only 2.8 pounds!
FAA approved! FREE info kit: 1-844-3593976. (Cal-SCAN)

Jobs
500 Help Wanted
ENGINEERING
Pure Storage, Inc. has following job
opps. in Mountain View, CA: Member
of Technical Staff (Software Engineer)
[Req. #CHJ85]. Dsgn & dvlp SW for
storage arrays to connect to cloud
srvces for manag’g & monitor’g. Sr.
Business Insights Analyst [Req. #BSN21].
Dsgn & dvlp data dashboards for bsnss
optimiztn & sales improvemnt. Member
of Technical Staff (Software Engineer)
[Req. #ZSD44]. Dsgn, dvlp & test systm
SW for high-end enterprise apps.
Quality Engineer [Req. #QLT18]. Dvlp
& deploy prodct quality plans & drive
continuous imprvemnt. Mail resumes
refernc’g Req. # to: S. Reid, 401 Castro St,
3rd Flr, Mountain View, CA 94041.

Toyota ITC seeks in Mountain View,
CA:
Software Engineer: Design & impl
research prototypes of ICA. Req. MS in
CS, EE or rel + 2 yrs exp in dvlp AI SW
sys. TO APPLY: Submit resume to http://
us.toyota-itc.com/jobs. Job ID: 0111.
EOE.

Business
Services
601 Accounting/
Bookkeeping
ADMIN. ASSISTANT
bkpg incl payroll, bill paying, tax prep.
Leave contact name and telephone at
650-968-5680 or email to kara@jps.net.

604 Adult Care
Offered
A PLACE FOR MOM
The nation’s largest senior living referral
service. Contact our trusted,local
experts today! Our service is FREE/
no obligation. CALL 1-855-467-6487.
(Cal-SCAN)

FREE BOOK/MEDIA GIVEWAWAY
HUGE BOOK SALE OCT 13 & 14
The 18th Annual Race Against PH

“Gimme One Vowel” — and the rest, consonants. Matt Jones

This week’s SUDOKU

Answers on page 61.

Answers on page 61.

The Vintage Mountain View Shop
Young Guitarist House Concert - $15-20
donation/seat

133 Music Lessons
Christina Conti Piano
Private piano lessons. In your home
or mine. Bachelor of Music, 20+ years
exp. 650/493-6950
CMEC Music Instruction
Covenant Music Education Center
(CMEC) invites children and youth
wishing to enroll in private music
lessons in piano, voice, flute, violin,
brasses and organ. Contact Covenant
Music Education Center at 650-494-1760
or covenant presbyterian.net/cmec.
Guitar Lessons For Engineers
Please see www.rkguitar.com for
musical samples and details.

145 Non-Profits
Needs
DONATE YOUR CAR, TRUCK OR BOAT
TO HERITAGE FOR THE BLIND. FREE
3 Day Vacation, Tax Deductible, Free
Towing, All Paperwork Taken Care of.
Call 1-844-491-2884 (Cal-SCAN)
Got an older car, boat or RV?
Do the humane thing. Donate it to the
Humane Society. Call 1- 844-335-2616
(Cal-SCAN)
DONATE BOOKS/SUPPORT PA LIBRARY
Volunteer help wanted
WISHLIST FRIENDS PA LIBRARY

150 Volunteers
FRIENDS OF THE PALO ALTO LIBRARY
JOIN OUR ONLINE STOREFRONT TEAM
Love MATH? Share your passion
Love to READ? Share your passion
Study testing app for depression

For Sale
201 Autos/Trucks/
Parts
Volvo 2007 S 60 2.5 L Turbo
Nice 2007 Volvo sedan w/Car Fax.4 new
Michelin tires. Black w/beige leather
inside,moon roof,Turbo 5 cyl,back-up
assist. Rear seats fold flat. Offered midrange KBB / Car Fax

Across
1 Beetle variety
5 Did some community theater,
say
10 “Ben-Hur” novelist Wallace
13 Its state song is the creatively
titled “The Song of [that
state]”
14 Potato often used for fries
16 Spot in la mer
17 Starting at the beginning
19 Element #50
20 “For rent,” in other, shorter
words
21 Want ad palindrome
22 Tater ___
23 1920s mobster who mainly
worked in bootlegging and
numbers rackets
28 Aries symbol
31 Tie type
32 Voicemail sound
33 All excited
35 What the “J” in TMJ doesn’t
stand for
36 German submarine
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39 Find a way to make things
happen
43 Doctor’s directive
44 Traveling through
45 Like, making your mind
blown
46 Obnoxious kid
48 Full pairing?
50 Some NCAA players
51 With “The,” fantasy video
game series including
“Oblivion” and “Skyrim”
55 Actress Whitman of
“Parenthood”
56 Shepherd’s pie tidbit
57 Topple
61 The O. Henry ___-Off
62 “Yeah, pretty unlikely”
66 Jay Presson Allen play about
Capote
67 Will’s concern
68 Ireland, in Ireland
69 Thanksgiving dinner item
70 Industrial city of the Ruhr
Valley
71 Kit piece

Down
1 Prepare flour for baking
2 Bull, in Bilbao
3 Gone wrong?
4 Played in Las Vegas
5 Trajectory influenced by
gravity
6 Dog, unkindly
7 Gatekeeping org.?
8 “Melrose Place” actor Rob
9 Boil down
10 Kiddos
11 Playwright T.S.
12 Fall Out Boy bassist Pete
15 Words after “on” or “by”
18 Ticket remainder
24 Japanese general of WWII
25 Casino delicacy?
26 In any way
27 Without being asked
28 Does 2 Chainz’s job
29 Freebie at a Mexican
restaurant

www.sudoku.name

30 Element #42 (which for
some reason isn’t in as many
puzzles as, say, 19-Across)
34 Fierce look
37 Antiquing material
38 Cocoa amts.
40 Permanent marker brand
41 Grain-storage building
42 Like Boban Marjanovic
47 Blood-sucking African fly
49 Musical ligature
51 Like new vacuum bags
52 Michelle’s predecessor
53 Throws, as dice
54 1994 movie mainly set on
a bus
58 Start to awaken
59 Hosiery shade
60 The other side
63 Small batteries
64 Sault ___ Marie, Mich.
65 Bill of Rights count
©2018 Jonesin’ Crosswords (editor@
jonesincrosswords.com)

MARKETPLACE the printed version of

THE PENINSULA’S FREE CLASSIFIEDS WEBSITE
TO RESPOND TO ADS WITHOUT PHONE NUMBERS
GO TO WWW.FOGSTER.COM
624 Financial
ARE YOU BEHIND $10k OR MORE
ON YOUR TAXES? Stop wage & bank
levies, liens & audits, unfiled tax returns,
payroll issues, & resolve tax debt FAST.
Call 855-970-2032. (Cal-SCAN)
Unable to work due to injury
or illness? Call Bill Gordon & Assoc.,
Social Security Disability Attorneys! FREE
Evaluation. Local Attorneys Nationwide
1-844-879-3267. Mail: 2420 N St NW,
Washington DC. Office: Broward Co. FL
(TX/NM Bar.) (Cal-SCAN)

636 Insurance
DENTAL INSURANCE
Call Physicians Mutual Insurance
Company for details. NOT just a
discount plan, REAL coverage for 350
procedures. 1-855-472-0035 or http://
www.dental50plus.com/canews Ad#
6118 (Cal-SCAN)
Lowest Prices
on Health & Dental Insurance. We have
the best rates from top companies! Call
Now! 888-989-4807. (Cal-SCAN)
SAVE
on Medicare Supplement Insurance!
Get a FAST and FREE Rate Quote from
Medicare.com. No Cost! No Obligation!
Compare Quotes from Major Insurance
Cos. Operators Standing By.
CALL 1-855-690-0310. (Cal-SCAN)

640 Legal Services
DID YOU KNOW
that the average business spends the
equivalent of nearly 1 ½ days per week
on digital marketing activities? CNPA
can help save you time and money. For
more info email cecelia@cnpa.com or
call (916) 288-6011. (Cal-SCAN)

Home
Services
707 Cable/Satellite
DIRECTV SELECT PACKAGE!
Over 150 Channels, ONLY $35/month
(for 12 mos.) Order Now! Get a $100
AT&T Visa Rewards Gift Card (some
restrictions apply) CALL 1-866-249-0619
(Cal-SCAN)

Real
Estate
801 Apartments/
Condos/Studios
San Carlos, 2 BR/2 BA - $3000
San Carlos, 2 BR/2 BA - $2,900

805 Homes for Rent
Menlo Park, 3 BR/2 BA - $7,500

815 Rentals Wanted
Couple Seeks Long Term Rental

825 Homes/Condos
for Sale
Atherton, 3 BR/2 BA - $2,888,888
Central Atherton
3 Bedroom 2 Bath
Family Room, Pool and New Roof
Caul De Sac Location
Los Lomitas Schools
Owner Agent
650-208-0664
Redwood City, 5+ BR/3 BA - $2,765,000
San Carlos, 4 BR/3 BA - $2399000

Legal
Notices
995 Fictitious Name
Statement
VISTA TECHNOLOGIES
VISTA TECH
FCI VISTA
MINIMINER.COM
MINI MINER
VISTA NETWORKS
VISTA NETWORK
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
File No.: FBN645759

757 Handyman/
Repairs
Water Damage to Your Home?
Call for a quote for professional cleanup
& maintain the value of your home! Set
an appt. today! Call 1-855-401-7069
(Cal-SCAN)
Musante Builders Handyman
Licensed Contractor and Handyman
I fix homes. From small jobs to Kitchen
and Bath Remodeling. musantebuilders.
com-free estimates.
650-722-4773 CSLB #977272

FOGSTER.COM

Answers to this week’s puzzles, which can be found on page 60.

SAVVY TAX AND BOOKKEEPING
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
File No.: FBN646597
The following person (persons) is (are)
doing business as:
Savvy Tax and Bookkeeping, located at
16165 Monterey Road, #207, Morgan
Hill, CA 95037, Santa Clara County.
This business is owned by: An Individual.
The name and residence address of the
registrant(s) is(are):
ZDENKA KOLARIK
305 Vineyard Town Center, #257
Morgan Hill, CA 95037
Registrant began transacting business
under the fictitious business name(s)
listed above on 09/19/2018.
This statement was filed with the County
Clerk-Recorder of Santa Clara County on
September 19, 2018.
(PAW Sept. 28; Oct. 5, 12, 19, 2018)
ODORI SUSHI & TEPPANYAKI
GENKI SUSHI
SUSHI MONSTER
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
File No.: FBN647028
The following person (persons) is (are)
doing business as:
1.) Odori Sushi & Teppanyaki, 2.) Genki
Sushi, 3.) Sushi Monster, located at 2111
El Camino Real, Palo Alto, CA 94306,
Santa Clara County.
This business is owned by: A
Corporation.
The name and residence address of the
registrant(s) is(are):
ODORI SUSHI & TEPPANYAKE INC.
2111 El Camino Real
Palo Alto, CA 94306
Registrant began transacting business
under the fictitious business name(s)
listed above on September 1, 2018.
This statement was filed with the County
Clerk-Recorder of Santa Clara County on
September 28, 2018.
(PAW Oct. 5, 12, 19, 26, 2018)

To place a Classified ad in
The Almanac,
The Palo Alto Weekly or
The Mountain View Voice
call 326-8216 or
at fogster.com

JAN STROHECKER

, SRES

Junk Removal Diva
Woman Owned Professional All Junk
removal, since 2010.
No Job Too Small or Too Big; Household,
Office, etc.
Call: (650) 834-5462

A NOTICE TO READERS:
It is illegal for an unlicensed person
to perform contracting work on any
project valued at $500.00 or more in
labor and materials. State law also
requires that contractors include their
license numbers on all advertising.
Check your contractor’s status at
www.cslb.ca.gov or 800-321-CSLB
(2752). Unlicensed persons taking
jobs that total less than $500.00
must state in their advertisements
that they are not licensed by the
Contractors State License Board.

AJ’S QUICK CLEAN CENTER
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
File No.: FBN646128
The following person (persons) is (are)
doing business as:
AJ’S Quick Clean Center, located at 3175
Middlefield Rd., Palo Alto, CA 94306,
Santa Clara County.
This business is owned by: An Individual.
The name and residence address of the
registrant(s) is(are):
JOOYONG LEE
460 Saratoga Ave. Apt 101
San Jose, CA 95129
Registrant began transacting business
under the fictitious business name(s)
listed above on N/A.

This statement was filed with the County
Clerk-Recorder of Santa Clara County on
September 6, 2018.
(PAW Sept. 21, 28; Oct. 5, 12, 2018)

Non MLS Homes & Land
Call Jan

715 Cleaning
Services

751 General
Contracting

SVHOODS
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
File No.: FBN646154
The following person (persons) is (are)
doing business as: SVHOODS, located at
2850 Middlefield Road, Unit E120, Palo
Alto, CA 94306, Santa Clara County.
This business is owned by: A
Corporation.
The name and residence address of the
registrant(s) is(are):
HOOD GREGORY
2850 Middlefield Road, Unit E120
Palo Alto, CA 94306
Registrant began transacting business
under the fictitious business name(s)
listed above on 09/01/2018.
This statement was filed with the County
Clerk-Recorder of Santa Clara County on
September 6, 2018.
(PAW Sept. 14, 21, 28; Oct. 5, 2018)

TM

$$ FOR SALE $$

DISH TV $59.99
For 190 Channels $14.95 High Speed
Internet. Free Installation, Smart HD
DVR Included, Free Voice Remote. Some
restrictions apply. 1-844-536-5233.
(Cal-SCAN)

PA Molly Maid, Inc.
Give yourself the gift of time
and let Molly Maid clean your home,
contact us at 650-965-1105 or at
pamollymaid@aol.com

The following person (persons) is (are)
doing business as:
1.) Vista Technologies, 2.) Vista Tech, 3.) FCI
Vista, 4.)Miniminer.com, 5.) Mini Miner, 6.)
Vista Networks, 7.) Vista Network, located
at 2225 East Bayshore Road, Palo Alto, CA
94303, Santa Clara County.
Registered owner(s):
ARMEN ARMOND TEMURIAN
2225 E. Bayshore Rd.
Palo Alto, CA 94303
This business is conducted by: An
Individual.
The registrant commenced to transact
business under the fictitious business
name(s) listed above on May 10, 2018.
This statement was filed with the County
Clerk-Recorder of Santa Clara County on
August 24, 2018.
(PAW Sept. 14, 21, 28; Oct. 5, 2018)

fogster.com
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Sports
Shorts

ON THE AIR
Friday
College women’s volleyball: Stanford at Utah, 5 p.m., Pac-12 Networks

Saturday

Sunday
College women’s volleyball: Stanford at Colorado, 11 a.m., Pac-12 Networks
College men’s soccer: Stanford at
California, 3 p.m., Pac-12 Networks
College women’s soccer: Stanford
at Oregon State, 3 p.m., Pac-12 Oregon

READ MORE ONLINE

www.PASportsOnline.com
For expanded daily coverage of
college and prep sports, visit
www.PASportsOnline.com

Troy Franklin (11) is one of Menlo-Atherton’s top receivers. He will be a major factor in how the Bears perform against Terra Nova on Friday.

HIGH SCHOOL FOOTBALL

All eyes on Atherton this weekend
Menlo-Atherton hosts Terra Nova; Sacred Heart Prep, Menlo School also at home
by Glenn Reeves
his is the first full-fledged
week of Peninsula Athletic
League play. And the entire six-team Bay Division will
be in action Friday afternoon in
Atherton.
Terra Nova is at Menlo-Atherton, Aragon at Sacred Heart
Prep and Half Moon Bay at
Menlo School, all at 3 p.m. or
thereabouts.
Call it a throwback Friday.
Menlo and Sacred Heart Prep

T

do not have lights. M-A has lights,
but due to an agreement with its
neighbors is allowed to play only
four night games per season. One
home game has to be designated
as an afternoon game, and this
week’s game is it.
“It’s kind of ironic,’’ M-A coach
Adhir Ravipati said. “Atherton
and Menlo Park are two of the
most affluent cities on the Peninsula and we can’t get lights.’’
The PAL Bay doesn’t resemble
much what it was a year ago, when

league play was a brutal gauntlet.
All six teams were strong. Five of
six made the Central Coast Section playoffs.
This year, Terra Nova and Sacred Heart Prep are both 5-0 in
nonleague play. M-A is 3-2 at this
point, 2-2 in nonleague, but has
played by far the most difficult
schedule. Aragon and Half Moon
Bay are way down from where
they were last year. Menlo, the
Ocean champion last year, has
moved up to the Bay to replace

Burlingame.
Here’s a look at this week’s
games:
Terra Nova at M-A, 3 p.m.
This is the big game of the
week, a matchup that could go a
long way toward determining the
eventual PAL Bay champion.
M-A played its league opener
last week and defeated Aragon
41-0 with Priory transfer Jaeden
(continued on next page)

STANFORD FOOTBALL

Let’s get physical
Lines drawn in the trenches for Utes, Cardinal
by Glenn Reeves
tanford got beat at its own
style of play last week as
Notre Dame dominated
the line of scrimmage.
Now the Cardinal faces another
test of its own physicality when it
takes on Utah at Stanford Stadium
on Saturday at 7:30 p.m. (ESPN).
“This will be a line of scrimmage football game,’’ Stanford
coach David Shaw said. “If you
are not prepared they will knock
you back.’’
Utah, perhaps more than any
other team in the Pac-12, resembles Stanford in its dedication to
a physical identity.
“We both have been steady in
what we believe,’’ Shaw said of
the similarities between himself
and Utah coach Kyle Whittingham. “Philosophy-wise we’re

S
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pretty much in lock and step.’’
Stanford has a number of players from Utah. For them this is a
special game.
“It’s a family affair for me,’’
said inside linebacker Sean Barton, a senior from North Salt Lake.
“I grew up a huge Utah fan. Both
my parents and my grandparents
went there. I didn’t miss a home
game until I was in high school.
This is another week to get better
against a team I care about. I can’t
think of another team outside of
Utah that has more players from
Utah than we do.’’
The current Stanford roster includes six players from Utah.
For Stanford, getting back
home is welcomed after two very
difficult road games back-to-back
at Oregon and Notre Dame.
“Brutal games, emotional

David Bernal

College men’s water polo: USC at
Stanford, 2 p.m., Pac-12 Networks
College football: Utah at Stanford,
7:30 p.m., ESPN

Robert W. Dahlberg

THE HONOR ROLL ...Menlo
College’s Danielle Murrietta earned
Golden State Athletic Conference
Female Cross Country Runner of the
Month after blazing a trail through
her first three races of the season
and capping off a spectacular first
month as an Oak. Murrietta started
the season at the Kim Duyst Twilight
Invitational, where she finished 13th
and was the highest-placing NAIA
runner in the field. At the SFSU
Invitational, she finished as the top
NAIA runner and was among the
top-five among GSAC runners at
the TMU Invitational, earning a 23rd
place finish in the 5k which featured
a field of over 200 . . . Stanford
freshman soccer forward Sophia
Smith was named National Player
of the Week by TopDrawerSoccer
and Pac-12 Offensive Player of
the Week. Alison Jahansouz, a
redshirt senior from Huntington
Beach, earned her second Pac-12
Goalkeeper of the Week honor. She
played every minute of Stanford’s
wins over No. 16 UCLA and No. 2
USC last week, making four saves
Thursday’s and three on Sunday . . .
Junior goalkeeper Kelsey Bing was
named America East Field Hockey
Defensive Player of the Week and
sophomore attacker Corinne Zanolli
was tabbed the America East
Offensive Player of the Week for No.
21 Stanford . . . Middle blocker Tami
Alade was one of 30 NCAA women’s
volleyball student-athletes selected
as a candidate for the 2018 Senior
CLASS Award. . . . Stanford senior
men’s soccer player Amir Bashti
earned Pac-12 Player of the Week
honors it was announced Tuesday.
It’s his second such recognition and
the second in the past three weeks.
Stanford has 32 player of the week
selections all-time . . . Stanford libero
Morgan Hentz and middle blocker
Holly Campbell were selected the
Pac-12 Women’s Volleyball Defensive
Player and Freshman of the Week,
respectively . . . Stanford’s Katie
Ledecky matched Michael Phelps
with her fifth USA Swimming
Swimmer of the Year award over the
past weekend. Ledecky has won the
award five times in the last six years
after she set the record with four in
a row from 2013-16, and has tied
Phelps for the most all-time.

Stanford inside linebacker Sean Barton (27) will be in the middle of
the action against Utah on Saturday.
games,’’ is how Shaw described
them.
Stanford has an 11-game winning streak at home.
The Notre Dame game was an
abrupt reality check as Stanford
(4-1, 2-0) suffered its first loss of
the season and dropped from No.
7 to No. 14 in the AP rankings.

“We did not play our best football,’’ Shaw said. “All that being said we were still down just
seven in the fourth quarter with
the ball. That was the best defense
we’ve played, the best defensive
line we’ve played. Bottom line,
(continued on next page)

Prep football
(continued from previous page)

Barker at quarterback. As of
Wednesday Ravipati was unsure
who would start against Terra
Nova.
There’s a chance Jack Alexander, who won the starting job
in preseason practice but hasn’t
played yet due to a foot injury,
could be ready to see his first action. Justin Anderson, a starter in
the first two games of the season,
looks ready to return from an
injury that kept him out against
Aragon.
Ravipati said it would be a decision made on Friday.
“They do run a lot of guys out
there,’’ Terra Nova coach Tim Adams said. “But they’re all athletes,
they all can play.’’
There’s no question about who
will start for Terra Nova. Jared
Julian is the latest in a long long
of dual-threat Terra Nova quarterbacks. The 6-foot-3, 210-pound
Julian has completed 65 percent of
his passes with seven touchdowns
and also leads the team in rushing.
Terra Nova has averaged 44.6
points per game through its first
five games.
Cupertino at Palo Alto, 7 p.m.
The Palo Alto football team
will find out Friday, when it takes
on Cupertino, what kind of residual effect comes from losing its
first game of the season.
The Vikings started 5-0, beating three teams that played in
state championship games a year
ago, before losing to Wilcox in
a showdown between unbeaten
teams.
Coach Nelson Gifford said he
doesn’t expect a letdown, that the
team has been focused on learning from the Wilcox game.
“It wasn’t that we lost, it’s how

we lost, not playing our best
game,’’ Gifford said. “I don’t
think there was a single area
where we were at our best. When
you’re not at your best against a
team like Wilcox you see the result -- a two touchdown loss.’’
He’s been asking himself some
hard questions.
“It’s hard to take,’’ Gifford said.
“I had to look in the mirror. ‘Did I
prepare them, did I give them the
coaching they needed?’ I don’t
think so. Our focus has to be on
ourselves in order to be the best
version of ourselves we can be.’’
Cupertino, which moved up
from the Santa Clara Valley Athletic League El Camino Division
to the De Anza Division after last
season, is off to a 4-1 start.
Quarterback Jackson Chryst
had a tough first half against Wilcox, completing only 3 passes for
16 yards as the Palo Alto offense
sputtered. He got the passing
game going in the second half,
throwing two touchdown passes
to bring his season total to 14, but
the 21-0 lead Wilcox had built
was too much to overcome.
“Jackson will keep working
on having good footwork in the
pocket, good reads, good decision making,’’ Gifford said. “But
it’s not just Jackson. We need
everyone on offense to put forth

a collective effort. And the only
way to improve is through practice. There are no shortcuts.’’
Both of Chryst’s second-half
touchdown passes went to Jamir
Shepard, who now has a CCSbest 11 receiving touchdowns on
the season.

Friday’s game 0-5.
“I think it’s going to be a tough
game for us, Grieb said. “They
have a great run game, so it all
starts with us trying to stop their
run, slow down their run. We need
to do a good job on the defensive
line.’’

Aragon at SH Prep, 3:30 p.m.
The 2018 schedule has worked
out nicely for the Gators. They
played their five nonleague
games, had their bye week, and
now are ready to play their five
PAL Bay games. Two discrete
segments of the schedule with
time off in between.
“It’s kind of how you want it,’’
SHP coach Mark Grieb said.
“Your nonleague games and
league games with a break in between. It’s nice it worked out that
way for us. But all our players and
coaches know our most challenging games are ahead of us.’’
Sacred Heart Prep has allowed
only 43 points in five games, an
average of 8.6 per game. And the
offense has come on strong, scoring 137 points over the last three
games in wins over Saratoga,
Hillsdale and San Mateo.
The only question is the caliber
of opponent. Those three teams
are a combined 3-13 so far this
season. And Aragon goes into

HMB at Menlo School, 3 p.m.
Menlo (3-2) concluded the nonleague portion of its schedule on a
positive note with a 39-7 win over
Capuchino.
“The only difference between
the Capuchino game and the
Overfelt game (a 48-31 loss) was
that we didn’t turn the ball over,’’
Menlo coach Josh Bowie said.
“That and being able to get off the
field on third down on defense.’’
Bowie hopes his team’s improved play carries over against
Half Moon Bay.
The Cougars enjoyed the best
season in school history last year
when they won the PAL Bay and
CCS Open Division III championships and finished 14-1, losing in a
state championship game to Sierra
Canyon, 44-42.
Menlo’s interior defense stood
out against Capuchino: linemen
Mafi Latu and Brian Mhatre and

ATHLETES OF THE WEEK

Stanford football
(continued from previous page)

we believe we’re better than what
we showed. We have a chance to
show it this week.’’
Heisman Trophy candidate
Bryce Love took a beating and
left the Notre Dame game limping
in the fourth quarter. Shaw said
Love is day to day and that there’s
a chance he will play this week.
Utah is off to a 2-2 start, but
is 0-2 in conference with losses
to Washington State (31-28) and
Washington (21-7).
The Utes are the one Pac-12
program Shaw has a losing record
against, having gone 1-2 against
them.
Quarterback Tyler Huntley
is another dual run-pass threat,
much like Notre Dame’s Ian Book
was last week.
“There are similarities between
the two,’’ Shaw said. “If we don’t
contain him (Huntley) can get
outside the pocket and hurt you.
He’s a similar challenge as a runner and a passer.’
Utah is ranked No. 1 in the Pac12 in total defense, rushing defense and pass efficiency defense.
The team’s offensive rankings are
all down near the bottom of the
Pac-12. Q

Tevah Gevelber

Samson Axe

CASTILLEJA CROSS COUNTRY

MENLO FOOTBALL

The junior runner finished
second in the girls Division
V race at the Stanford
Invitational with a time of
18:54.4, a personal best by
more than a minute and a
half and the fastest of any
local runner.

The junior running back ran
for 106 yards, scoring the
go-ahead TD in the first
quarter on a 19-yard run,
and adding an 11-yard TD
run in the second period of
the Knights’ 33-7 win over
Capuchino.

Honorable mention
Taylor Gould
Menlo tennis

Grace King*
Menlo golf

Sophia Longo
Menlo-Atherton tennis

Reagan Smith
Sacred Heart Prep volleyball

Lexi Stull
Castilleja volleyball

Charlotte Tomkinson
Menlo cross country

Justin Chiao
Gunn cross country

Deston Hawkins
Menlo-Atherton football

Isaiah Henderson
Woodside football

Ethan Mimeless
Menlo-Atherton cross country

Kamran Murray
Menlo cross country

Casey Orton
Woodside cross country
*Previous winner

linebackers Conor McCusker and
Ronier Babiera.
Woodside at El Camino,
7:30 p.m.
Woodside got a big win last
week, coming back from a 14-0
deficit to beat defending PAL
Lake champion Jefferson, 45-33.
“We were able to weather the
storm,’’ Woodside coach Justin
Andrews said.
Woodside (4-1, 1-0) made its
comeback with Trevor Cook in
at quarterback in place of Brody
Crowley.
Crowley got injured in Woodside’s game against Leigh. He
tried to play against Jefferson,
but “You could tell he was off,’’
Andrews said. “Turns out he has
a broken wrist.’’
Crowley underwent surgery and
is out for the season.
Cook completed 6 of 11 passes
for 117 yards. He also carried
five times for 34 yards and a
touchdown.
The Woodside comeback was
started by Isaiah Henderson, who
had an 83-yard punt return for a
touchdown and had 239 all-purpose yards in the game. Nathan
Yoho rushed for 98 yards. Q

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that on October 29, 2018, a public
hearing as required by Section 147(f) of the Internal Revenue
Code of 1986 will be held with respect to the proposed issuance
by the California Municipal Finance Authority (the “Authority”) of its
revenue bonds in one or more series in an amount not to exceed
$95,000,000, including but not limited to revenue bonds issued
HZWHY[VMHWSHU[VÄUHUJL[OLMHJPSP[PLZKLZJYPILKOLYLPU[OL
¸)VUKZ¹;OLWYVJLLKZVM[OL)VUKZ^PSSIL\ZLK[V!ÄUHUJL
the acquisition, rehabilitation, improvement and equipping of
a 220-unit apartment complex for low-income seniors located
at 656 Lytton Avenue, Palo Alto, California; and (2) pay certain
expenses incurred in connection with the issuance of the Bonds.
The facilities are to be owned and operated by Lytton Gardens
1, LP, a California limited partnership, or another entity created
I`*V]PH(ќVYKHISL*VTT\UP[PLZ[OL¸:WVUZVY¹VYHUHѝSPH[L
thereof (collectively, the “Borrower”).
The Bonds and the obligation to pay principal thereof and interest
thereon and any redemption premium with respect thereto
do not constitute indebtedness or an obligation of the City of
Palo Alto, the Authority, the State of California or any political
subdivision thereof, within the meaning of any constitutional or
statutory debt limitation, or a charge against the general credit
or taxing powers of any of them. The Bonds shall be a limited
obligation of the Authority, payable solely from certain revenues
duly pledged therefor and generally representing amounts paid
by the Borrower.
The hearing will commence at 6:00 p.m. or as soon thereafter as
the matter can be heard, and will be held in the City Hall Council
Chambers, City of Palo Alto, 250 Hamilton Avenue, Palo Alto,
California. Interested persons wishing to express their views on
the issuance of the Bonds or on the nature and location of the
MHJPSP[PLZWYVWVZLK[VILÄUHUJLKTH`H[[LUK[OLW\ISPJOLHYPUN
or, prior to the time of the hearing, submit written comments.
Additional information concerning the above matter may be
obtained from, and written comments should be addressed to,
City Clerk, City of Palo Alto, Palo Alto City Hall, 7th Floor, 250
Hamilton Avenue, Palo Alto, California, 94301.
Dated: October 5, 2018
10/5/18
CNS-3175593#
PALO ALTO WEEKLY

Watch video interviews of the Athletes of the Week, go to PASportsOnline.com
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COLDWELL BANKER

Menlo Park | 3/2 | $1,795,000
Sat/Sun 1 - 4 1027 Hollyburne Ave
Charming home updated w/ attention to detail features remodeled kit. & baths,
sunroom, LR with ﬁreplace, dining area and large patio for entertaining

Hugh Cornish 650-619-6461
hughcornish.com | hcornish@cbnorcal.com
CalRE #00912143

Sue Crawford 650.566.5341
scrawford@cbnorcal.com | suecrawford.com
CalRE #00587710

WELCOME

Woodside Heights | 5/5 full + 2 half | $7,850,000
Sun 1:30 - 4:30 125 Lakeview Dr
Grand, Elegant Tudor Estate with Gorgeous San Francisco Bay Views and
Las Lomitas Schools!

Coldwell Banker Palo Alto Welcomes...

Haley Scott

Naseem Faria

Haley Scott has been involved in the real estate
community for many years and is certain with her new
career as an agent, she will be able to represent the
Coldwell Banker Palo Alto team, and her clients, with
the utmost courtesy, vision, and enthusiasm.

Naseem Faria brings 10 years of Real Estate experience to
Coldwell Banker Palo Alto. She is extremely excited to join
the team and continue to serve her clients with exceptional
service and expertise, now with the power and backing of
Coldwell Banker’s brand and market share.

C. (408) 460-2071
O. (650) 325-6161

C. (408) 338-9932
O. (650) 325-6161

haley.scott@cbnorcal.com
CalRE# 02060202

naseem.faria@cbnorcal.com
CalRE# 01809674

Coldwell Banker
Residential Brokerage
630 Ramona Street,
Palo Alto, CA 94301

Coldwell Banker
Residential Brokerage
630 Ramona Street,
Palo Alto, CA 94301

COLDWELLBANKERHOMES.COM
Californiahome.me

cbcalifornia

cb_california

cbcalifornia

coldwellbanker

Real estate agents afﬁliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor agents and are not employees of the Company. The property information herein is derived from various sources that may include, but not be limited to, county records and the
Multiple Listing Service, and it may include approximations. Although the information is believed to be accurate, it is not warranted and you should not rely upon it without personal veriﬁcation. ©2018 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker
ResidentialBrokeragefullysupportstheprinciplesoftheFairHousingActandtheEqualOpportunityAct.OwnedbyasubsidiaryofNRTLLC.ColdwellBankerandtheColdwellBankerLogoareregisteredservicemarksownedbyColdwellBankerRealEstateLLC. CalRE##01908304
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