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TOO MAJOR
FOR HOME

TOO MINOR
FOR HOSPITAL

When an injury or illness needs quick attention but not
in the Emergency Department, call Stanford Express
Care. Staffed by doctors, nurses, and physician assistants,
Express Care treats children (6+ months) and adults for:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Respiratory illnesses
Cold and flu
Stomach pain
Fever and headache
Back pain
Cuts and sprains

• UTIs (urinary tract
infections)
• Pregnancy tests
• Flu shots
• Throat cultures

Express Care accepts most insurance and is billed as
a primary care, not emergency care, appointment.
Providing same-day fixes every day, 9:00am to 9:00pm.

JUST RIGHT
FOR STANFORD
EXPRESS CARE

Express Care is available
at two convenient locations:
Stanford Express Care Palo Alto
Hoover Pavilion
211 Quarry Road, Suite 102
Palo Alto, CA 94304
tel: 650.736.5211
Stanford Express Care San Jose
River View Apartment Homes
52 Skytop Street, Suite 10
San Jose, CA 95134
tel: 669.294.8888
Open Everyday
by Appointment Only
9:00am–9:00pm

13505 Burke Road, Los Altos Hills
Peaceful Luxury Oasis
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OPEN HOUSE

Saturday & Sunday
1:00 - 5:00

Jazz, Lattes,
& Gourmet Snacks
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The Only Home Care Solution Offering an Innovative,
Science-Based Approach to Aging
Home Care Assistance has elevated the standard of care for older
adults through our Balanced Care Method™, a holistic approach
to care for older adults that promotes healthy mind, body and
spirit and is based on the scientiﬁcally studied lifestyles of the
longest-living people in the world.
Speak to a Care Advisor to schedule your free in-home
consultation today.

Home Care
Assistance

University Avenue

Hawthorne Avenue

High Street

Come visit us! Stop by our ofﬁce
conveniently located in downtown
Palo Alto off Alma.

El Camino Real
Stanford Shopping Center

From our family to yours!

650-397-8712
148 Hawthorne Avenue
Palo Alto, CA 94301
HomeCareAssistance.com/Palo-Alto

Serving happy clients across Palo Alto, Menlo Park, Atherton, Woodside, Portola Valley and more!

WHEN YOU ACCELERATE A STUDENT’S LEARNING

THE
EXTRAORDINARY
HAPPENS

At Stratford, students accomplish extraordinary things. Our advanced yet
balanced curriculum propels our students to excel both inside and outside
the classroom. Discover a school that inspires children to become creative
problem-solvers, imaginative innovators, and confident leaders.

Now Enrolling Preschool – 8th Grade
Palo Alto Campus
870 N. California Avenue
(650) 493-1151

OPEN
HOUSE
Saturday
January 27

10 :00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.

We deliver the extraordinary.
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@Stratford

SCH

Summer
Preschool State License: 434408056. Copyright © 2018 Stratford Schools, Inc.
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Register for our open house at
StratfordSchools.com/NorCalOH

AND CO

L

Upfront

Local news, information and analysis

File photo/Veronica Weber

Students at the new Ravenswood Middle School exit their classrooms and head to an assembly on Aug. 16, 2017, the first day of school.

Ravenswood faces financial crisis
Board of Education knew about fiscal woes for more than a year
by Elena Kadvany
according to a report prepared by
School Services of California.
District staff have attributed the
decline in students to the opening
of charter and private schools in
East Palo Alto, including KIPP
Bay Area Schools this fall and
Priscilla Chan’s The Primary
School in 2016; the longtime Voluntary Transfer Program, which
allows some Ravenswood students
to attend neighboring districts; and
the area’s high cost of living. Enrollment dropped this fall by nearly 400 students, compared to about
150 to 200 students in past years.
The district expects to lose another 300 students over the next two
years, according to projections.
If cuts aren’t made, Ravenswood
will face a $3.3 million deficit next
year and a $10 million deficit the
following year, according to the
county Office of Education.
Anne Campbell, the San Mateo

a written progress report to the
county Office of Education on the
first and 15th of every month and
to meet with county staff weekly,
the Jan. 22 letter states.
If Ravenswood does not take
required steps by county-imposed
deadlines, the county superintendent can determine that a “lack
of going concern” exists, which
means the district is unable to
meet its financial obligations and
must seek the county’s approval
for any expenditures.
Pulido told the Weekly that
the district has every intention of
avoiding this. The board refrained
from taking action before now,
she said, to “do our homework” by
carefully analyzing the district’s
financial health and avoid harming services for students.
“We don’t want to make any rash
decisions,” she said Wednesday.
“We would rather take our time
... making sure we did our homework and we knew how best to
proceed,” she added. “That’s why
we’re where we are at now.”
The district declined to make
(continued on page 8)

Declines in state revenue for Ravenswood
Local Control Funding Formula is based on school district’s average daily attendance

State funding in millions of dollars

county or state oversight.
Despite the bleak financial picture, a school district press release
issued on Tuesday, Jan. 16, makes
no mention of this crisis but rather
rosily announces a “fiscal reform
package” that is “part of a continued push to cement the new Ravenswood culture.”
“With a combination of spending freezes, controlling hours, and
where necessary, reductions, the
district has developed a fiscal reform package that saves the district
$3.3 million,” the release states.
A steady decline in enrollment
— down almost 30 percent (or
about 2,300 students) since the
1999-2000 school year, with projections it will continue in that direction — is the primary culprit for
the district’s loss of revenue, Fry
said. The district has lost 775 students over the last four years alone,
with about 2,700 enrolled this year.
Ravenswood, a K-8 district that
serves East Palo Alto and eastern
Menlo Park residents, relies heavily on state revenue through the
Local Control Funding Formula
(LCFF). Through the relatively
young funding model, enacted in
2013, revenue is distributed based
on average daily attendance: the
average number of days a student
attends school divided by total
days of instruction. The formula
aims to help school districts that
need the most aid by providing
supplemental funding for “disadvantaged” student subgroups, such
as English-language learners, lowincome students and foster youth
— the first two making up the majority of Ravenswood’s population.
Ravenswood received about
$31.5 million through the Local
Control Funding Formula last
year; the amount is down to $30.4
million this year and targeted to
drop to $27.6 million next year,

Rosanna Kuruppu

O

n Dec. 23, 2016, the former chief business official
of the Ravenswood City
School District sounded the alarm.
A decline in enrollment — a
potential death knell for a district
like Ravenswood, which receives
the lion’s share of its funding from
the state based on student attendance rates — represented a “serious cause for concern,” Prima
Singh told the Board of Education, according to minutes from
the meeting. The loss of 192 students from the 2015-16 to 2016-17
school years translated into a loss
of $1.3 million in state funding.
Singh proposed a two-year plan
that would freeze spending and
cut staffing, among other commitments, to avoid a shortfall in
the district’s $47.6 million budget.
Despite staff members’ repeated
warnings over the course of the next
year about the continued threat of
declining enrollment and other economic pressures, it does not appear
that plan was ever implemented.
Now, the district is facing fiscal
insolvency. Last week, the school
board heard from a consultant and
its chief budget official that the
district must immediately make
$3.3 million in budget cuts.
“A lot of times, boards want to
know exactly when they’ll run
out of money, and we’re going to
tell you: about November of next
year,” Debbie Fry, director of
management consulting services
for School Services of California,
told the board members last week.
What’s more, the San Mateo
County Office of Education and
California Department of Education have stepped in to closely
monitor the district, and the county superintendent has warned Ravenswood leaders that a failure to
make necessary cuts this spring
could result in more aggressive

County Superintendent of Schools,
said in an interview that her office
has been watching with concern
the district’s deficit spending over
the past two years but became
“extremely concerned” when they
saw it increase in Ravenswood’s
first interim budget for the 201718 school year, submitted to the
county in December.
The district has been running a
deficit for the last four years, with
a shortfall of $544,000 in 2014-15
increasing to $2 million this year,
according to a budget report. A
letter the county office sent Monday to board President Ana Maria Pulido notes that Ravenswood
“has no other savings, reserves, or
other funding sources elsewhere to
mitigate the significantly declining fund balance because of deficit
spending in the general fund.”
To address the crisis, the county
office has asked the school board
to take a series of steps, including approving layoff notices in the
next two months, to chart a path
toward fiscal solvency.
“Due to the seriousness of the
district’s fiscal condition,” Ravenswood is now required to provide

35
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$26.7 million*
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*Projected based on projected average daily attendance.
Source: Ravenswood City School District

State funding of Ravenswood City School District is tied to average daily attendance of students. The
district has seen a sharp decline in its student population, a trend that is expected to continue.
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QUOTE OF THE WEEK

If we confine ourselves to the
conventional solutions, I think
that’s going to limit us.
Joe Simitian, Santa Clara County Supervisor, on
building teacher housing. See story page 7.

Around Town
CROWFUNDING TO BEAT
CANCER ... Stanford University
graduate student Jorge Cueto
could hardly believe his eyes
when he saw his GoFundMe
page launched to help his
mother undergo surgery for
cancer treatment raise more than
$250,000 this week — almost
double the $140,000 he had hoped
to raise through the campain.
The 24-year-old, who’s studying
computer science and also working
at Google, learned his mother,
Ketty Barnett, was diagnosed with
a carcinoma nodule in her left lung
the week after Christmas. She had
lost a noticeable amount of weight
and had been battling what the
family thought were episodes of the
common cold in recent weeks, he
said. “The most heart-wrenching
part was that when she told me
(the diagnosis), she said she was
most concerned about what this
would mean for me — how it would
impact my work and my studying
and any stress that it might cause
me,” said Cueto, who’s an only
child. Doctors from the University
of California, Irvine Medical
Center, where Barnett is being
treated, have told the family she
can surgically remove the nodule
before the cancer spreads to other
parts of her body. Cueto’s father,
who works as an Uber driver, has
taken time off from work to take
care of Barnett, who had to close
her day care because of her illness.
Cueto has become the family’s
main source of income, as all of
their relatives live in Peru. “It was
really difficult for me to get to the
point of saying, I can’t carry the full
financial burden this entails and
reaching a point where I had to
open myself up and ask for help,”
he said.
SUPPORT FOR NEW
PLAYGROUND ... Palo Alto is
set to add another all-inclusive
Magical Bridge Playground at
Addison Elementary School
through a $300,000 grant
approved by the Santa Clara
County Board of Supervisors

on Tuesday. The county funds
are part of an $8 million fund
established last year to build more
of the play structures throughout
the county. The groundbreaking
playgrounds for children and
parents with physical or cognitive
disabilities started three years
ago in Palo Alto at Mitchell Park.
While the Addison project has a
“reduced” scope compared to the
five other projects, one in each
county district, it will serve as a
model for other school districts to
create all-inclusive playgrounds.
“These projects are distributed
throughout the county, and they
really ‘move the needle’ in setting
a new standard for playgrounds,”
Board President Joe Simitian said
in a press release. The Addison
site was ideal since the campus is
already planning major renovations
being funded by a private,
anonymous donor, except for the
playground. “We’ve made so many
great gains in education, one area
that’s stagnant is playgrounds.
It’s such an important and often
overlooked part of education,”
Principal Amanda Boyce said in a
press release. “My older child has
had growth motor challenges, so it
took longer to do things like climb
the monkey bars,” she said. The
Palo Alto Unified School District
is expected to match the funds.
OSCAR-WORTHY MATERIAL
... Congratulations are in order
for Kristen Nutile, a Stanford
University alumna who edited
“Heroin(e),” a 39-minute film on
Netflix following three women
facing the opioid epidemic in
Huntington, West Virginia, that
was nominated for an Oscar for
best documentary short subject.
Nutile, who graduated from The
Farm with master’s degrees in
documentary film and video, is
now based in New York City.
The film was directed by Elaine
McMillon Sheldon and created in
collaboration with The Center for
Investigative Reporting. “When
I was approached by Elaine, I
was very moved by this particular
problem and that is why I took
on the project,” Nutile said in an
academy blog post in September
when the film debuted. “I loved
how she was following three
women trying to make a difference.
I love how it was female-centric.”
The 90th Academy Awards is
scheduled for March 4 at 5 p.m. Q

Upfront

“There’s no place like home.”

HOUSING

County plans housing
for teachers in Palo Alto
Project to require ‘innovative’ partnerships with school districts, cities
by Elena Kadvany

T

Matched CareGivers

Proposed teacher housing

Matched CareGivers is nurse owned and operated
and has provided the best in home care and case
management on the peninsula for over 25 years.

Blv
d

Gr
an
tA
ve

Santa Clara County
Superior Court
Proposed teacher
housing

When someone you care about needs assistance...

you can count on us to be there. Call (650) 839-2273
Menlo Park • San Mateo • San Jose

Lic# 41470002

MatchedCareGivers.com
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Our trained caregivers provide personal care,
bathing, dressing, companionship, exercise mobility
assistance, and much more.
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Rosanna Kuruppu

o help teachers cope with
the increasingly high
cost of living in the Bay
Area, the Santa Clara County
Board of Supervisors on Jan. 23
unanimously agreed to partner
with local school districts and
cities to explore building a 60to 120-unit affordable-housing
complex in Palo Alto.
The housing for educators
would be built on a countyowned, 1.5-acre site at 231
Grant Ave. in Palo Alto, in the
California Avenue Business
District. The project would
require “innovative” funding
partnerships with local school
districts, including Palo Alto
Unified, Mountain View Whisman, Mountain View-Los Altos Union, Los Altos and the
Foothill-De Anza Community
College District, as well as cities, according to a press release
from Supervisor Joe Simitian,
who is spearheading the effort.
Simitian said he has had
“very preliminary conversations,” with the superintendents
of all four school districts and
Foothill De-Anza’s chancellor,
as well as spoken with the city
of Palo Alto’s planning director
and city manager.
“It’s better for everyone
— folks trying to avoid traffic, kids getting an education,
school districts trying to hire
and retain the very best teachers for our schools, and of
course our teachers themselves
— when our teachers can live
in the communities where they
teach,” Simitian said in the announcement. “It’s never easy
to develop workforce housing
in such an expensive area; but
we have the land, and we know
there are partners who want to
make this work.”
In an interview, Simitian said
that the idea arose from a longtime desire to repurpose the
Grant Avenue site, which currently houses a county Public
Defender Office. The plan offers the potential to tackle two
challenges: affordable housing
and teacher retention.
According to Simitian, local
school districts are facing teacher shortages and turnover due to
the region’s high cost of living.
In Palo Alto, the median rent for
a two-bedroom apartment was
$3,080 at the end of 2017, according to ApartmentList.com.
The housing being proposed
would target people earning between 80 and 120 of the area’s
median income.
An increasing number of
school districts across the Bay
Area, including Mountain View
Whisman, San Jose Unified

Palo Alto Chamber of Commerce presents

Sixty to 120 apartments for teachers could be built at 231 Grant
Ave. in Palo Alto, under an idea that the County of Santa Clara
is exploring with local school districts.
and San Francisco Unified, are
considering teacher housing
proposals, while some already
offer housing.
Several years ago, Santa
Clara Unified School District
built a 70-unit below-market
housing complex on district
land specifically to house new
teachers and address a high
rate of teacher turnover. The
San Mateo County Community College District also offers
workforce housing.
Outside organizations are
also working on this issue. Last
summer, the Chan Zuckerberg
Initiative pledged $5 million to
create a home down-payment
support fund through the housing startup Landed for educators
who work in the Redwood City,
Ravenswood City and Sequoia
Union High School districts.
Simitian said he has not yet
looked at hard data, but numbers provided by the Palo Alto
Unified School District shed
some light on the situation.
In the 2015-16 school year,
just 21 percent of Palo Alto
Unified’s 898 teachers lived in
the city. However, 52 percent
— 467 — lived within roughly
7 miles, from Mountain View
to Redwood City. The rest were
scattered throughout the Bay
Area, from Morgan Hill to San
Francisco.
Among the 734 classified
staff that year, 37 percent lived
in Palo Alto. Sixty-four percent of classified staff resided
in cities from Redwood City to
Mountain View.
Several school and teachers’
union leaders expressed their
support for the proposal in

letters to the Board of Supervisors, including Teri Baldwin,
president of the Palo Alto Educators Association (PAEA); Jeff
Harding, superintendent of the
Mountain View Los Altos High
School District; Judy Miner,
chancellor of the Foothill-De
Anza Community College District; and Brian Wheatley, president of the Evergreen Teachers
Association in San Jose.
Baldwin wrote about the
challenge of finding housing in
Palo Alto.
“As median income earners,
we earn too much to qualify for
for low-income housing but not
enough to afford market rate
rents, let alone payments on a
purchase,” she wrote. “Even
with newly constructed apartment complexes adding to the
housing supply in the area, typical rent can exceed half of the
monthly take-home salary of an
experienced teacher.”
Data provided by Palo Alto
Unified in May 2016 showed
that 70 percent of district teachers would earn salaries in excess of $100,000 for the 2016-17
school year. The county’s median income, according to U.S.
Department of Housing and
Urban Development, is $74,200
for a single person and $113,349
for a family of four.
Despite the teacher union’s
assertions, Palo Alto Unified
Interim Superintendent Karen
Hendricks said the district has
not struggled with teacher retention and currently has only
two vacant positions in special
education. She said there is
(continued on page 10)

“FAKE NEWS”
First Amendment,

Free Speech and the Media

GOOD MORNING
PALO ALTO
Public Policy
Forum & Lunch
What does the term “fake news” really mean?
What is the responsibility of traditional and social media?
How does the 1st Amendment guarantee of free speech
limit potential remedies?
Join a panel of experts in media, politics and law
as we address these questions.

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

12:00 - 1:00pm, Wednesday, January 31st
Mitchell Park Community Center - El Palo Alto Room
3700 Middlefield Road, Palo Alto

Victoria Baranetsky
Panelist
Lawyer, journalist, general
counsel at The Center for
Investigative Reporting

David Snyder

Bill Johnson

Panelist
Moderator
Lawyer, journalist, Executive CEO, Embarcadero Media,
Director of the First
Publisher, Palo Alto Weekly
Amendment Coalition

$15 Chamber members; $20 Non-members
Check-in & lunch available at 11:45 a.m.
Pre-registration required by Tuesday, January 30.
Space is limited.
RSVP to Chamber of Commerce at 650-324-3121
or info@paloaltochamber.com

Sponsored by:

Lunch sponsored by Mollie Stone’s Catering
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Ravenswood
(continued from page 5)

Superintendent Gloria Hernandez-Goff available for an interview on the budget.

A crisis unaddressed

T

hough the school board has
been discussing the intensifying budget problem for
more than a year, its actions show
that the district has struggled to address the fiscal situation head on.
In a presentation to the board
last April, Chief Business Official Steven Eichman, hired when
Singh retired mid-year, warned
that district expenditures were set
to outpace revenue over the next
two years, with pressure from
declining enrollment, increasing

pension and special-education
costs and other sources, according to district minutes. He warned
that if Ravenswood “continues to
build a deficit,” it would not be
able to meet the state requirement
of having at least 3 percent of its
total expenditures in reserves.
Board member Marcelino Lopez recognized the severity of
the budget outlook, according to
the minutes. He “indicated that
at this time, everyone must work
together and sacrifice because the
district is losing a lot of students,
and it would probably lose more
with the high rents in the area,”
the minutes state.
At that meeting, the board took
a step toward mitigating the budget gap. In a 3-1 vote, with member Marielena Gaona Mendoza
dissenting and member Charlie
Knight absent, the board approved

CityView
A round-up

of Palo Alto government action this week

City Council (Jan. 22)

Stanford: The council approved a letter commenting on the Draft Environmental
Impact Report for Stanford Universityís proposed expansion. Yes: Unanimous
Garage: The council reaffirmed its plan to build a six-story garage, with two
basement levels, at 250 Sherman Ave. Yes: DuBois, Filseth, Holman, Kniss,
Kou, Scharff, Tanaka, Wolbach No: Fine
Upgrade: The council approved a $16-million contract to replace gas and main
lines, add fiber conduit and make streetscape improvements in downtown.
Yes: DuBois, Filseth, Fine, Kniss, Kou, Scharff, Wolbach No: Holman, Tanaka

Parks and Recreation Commission
(Jan. 23)

Foothills: The commission approved the Buckeye Creek Hydrology Study and
endorsed a staff recommendation to open to the public the 7.7-acre site next to
Foothills Park. Yes: Cribbs, Lamere, McDougall, Moss, Reckdahl
Absent: Greenfield, McCauley

Historic Resources Board (Jan. 25)

526 Waverley St.: The board supported a proposal to restore the façade of
526 Waverley St., former site of Palo Alto Sport Shop and Toy World, and to
reclassify the building from Category III to Category II. Yes: Unanimous

Have you been diagnosed
with Depression but have
not yet started treatment?
If so, you may be eligible to participate in a clinical
trial at the Stanford Sleep Medicine Center regarding
an investigational diagnosis tool for Depression.
Participants will receive evaluation and
reimbursement for participation. For more
information, please call Kary at (650) 721-7574.
(For general information about participant rights,
contact 866-680-2906.)
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a resolution to notify more than 40
classified employees that they could
lose their jobs. Later that month, the
board approved another series of
layoff notices for nine custodians.
By May, however, the district
announced that it would rescind
30 of those notices. A press release lauded the action as an indication of “the ambitions of a
district working aggressively to
move itself to a point where they
are the top performing feeder district into the Sequoia Union High
School District.”
Pulido said that the board had
given direction to staff to retain positions if possible. (Layoff notices,
which are subject to board approval, are sent to employees who might
be impacted, but they do not commit the district to terminations.)
In November, the board contracted with School Services of
California to get an independent
review of the district’s financial
health. The services cost $29,500,
according to Eichman.
Minutes from that November
meeting indicate that district leadership also hoped the consultant’s
report would help the district prepare for negotiations with its employee unions, which are ongoing.
But if the district believed that
the consultant’s report might give
valuable direction, Eichman said
School Services’ findings instead
just confirmed what the district
already knew was on the horizon.
Deficit spending over the last
several years had been addressed
in a piecemeal way, he said, such
as by evaluating the need for positions as people left the district
or retired. The combination of a
higher-than-anticipated enrollment drop this fall, increasing
pension costs and other pressures
were making it impossible for the
district to continue this approach.
The district now finds itself
where it was 13 months ago, only
with a greater sense of urgency to
make the cuts necessary to balance the district’s budget. So far,
the district has implemented a
hiring freeze and is reviewing all
staff positions, including teachers,
for cuts.
Also contributing to the deficit
is overstaffing. The district has
not reduced its staff in parallel
with the drop in enrollment, Eichman said. The district will now
consider if each position is legally
required, necessary for compliance, essential or preferred, according to a report from Eichman.
According to the county, Ravenswood is eyeing $1.6 million
in staffing reductions — 15 certificated positions and eight “difficult to fill” positions that are
currently filled through contracts
with outside agencies. The reductions also include the “elimination of programs that require high
contributions from the general
fund” starting next year.
The county also is requiring
Ravenswood to conduct a study of
its actual student count and project “appropriate” class sizes for all
grades in the coming years, taking
into account enrollment trends.
Eichman has proposed the

HOUSING

East Palo Alto eyes
places where RV
dwellers could live
State tenancy laws could hamper
long-term housing options
by Sue Dremann

T

he East Palo Alto City
Council is considering using city property to temporarily give people who live
in recreational vehicles (RVs) a
place to stay. But state tenancy
laws could turn the city’s effort
into a revolving door.
During a Jan. 16 meeting,
council members directed staff
to explore opening up a cityowned property for some RVs
to park on and to pursue cost
estimates for a potential “safe
parking” program run by faithbased organizations.
Project WeHope, an East
Palo Alto nonprofit run by Pastor Paul Bains, is working with
city staff to develop a parking
haven for 10 to 15 RVs. His
Safe Parking Initiative is based
on a program run in Santa Barbara, staff said.
On-site amenities would include portable toilets; portable
shower and laundry services;
and either a place to empty RV
septic systems or vouchers for a
sewage-dumping facility, staff
said. Several churches have expressed interest in potentially
hosting some of the RVs in
their parking lots, Bains said.
The city’s Tanklage site at
1798 Bay Road is under consideration, but a deed restricts
the property to public purposes,
staff said. An argument might be
made that a temporary overnight
RV parking program would constitute a government response to
the housing crisis, and if so, the
city would likely lease the property to Project WeHope.
City Manager Carlos Martinez and City Attorney Rafael
Alvarado said they are studying
how long RVs can stay at a particular site before state tenancy
laws kick in, however.
“The longer we have an occupancy of a site, it will eventually transfer to a tenancy similar to a mobile-home park or an
RV park,” Alvarado said. “The
city would essentially become
the operator of an RV park
or a mobile-home park, and
district look for savings in programs that are high cost or underutilized, including special
education, the Child Development
Center, the After School Education & Safety Program (which
funds after-school activities) and
food services.
“Areas for possible savings”
within special education include

that’s really what we’re trying
to avoid here: those additional
rights of tenancy that are created by an extended stay.”
For example, Martinez added,
the city could be liable for relocation costs and other costs if it
turns the property into a de facto
RV park.
California’s Recreational
Vehicle Park Occupancy Law
defines a tenant as the owner or
operator of a recreational vehicle who has occupied a lot for
more than 30 consecutive days.
Staff does not recommend this
alternative because developing
infrastructure for an RV park
would be prohibitive, they told
the council.
Mayor Ruben Abrica asked
if the RV dwellers could sign a
tenancy waiver. But Alvarado
said they cannot sign away
their rights.
Under the proposed plan, the
RVs would only be allowed to
stay at sites overnight. In the
morning, they would have to
move and could return in the
evenings.
Some council members questioned the wisdom of forcing
the RVs to move in the daytime,
noting they would end up back
on residential streets, which is
what the city is trying to remedy in the first place.
Assistant City Manager Sean
Charpentier said the program
is designed to be a night program only since having an
all-day program could be classified as maintaining an RV
park. But staff thinks a nightonly program could classify as
a parking program.
Staff has also recommended a
separate ban on overnight parking of oversized vehicles. The
Public Works and Transportation
Committee will discuss a potential ordinance in February. Q
A longer version of this article
is posted on PaloAltoOnline.
com.
Staff Writer Sue Dremann
can be emailed at sdremann@
paweekly.com.
psychologists, speech services and
paraeducators. Special education
accounts for a significant portion
of the district budget — just under
$5 million this year.
Additional employees and resources that have been allocated
over the last 17 years to support
(continued on next page)

Upfront

the district’s compliance with a
federal special-educational mandate should be reduced this school
year, Eichman said. The district
officially exited the federal Ravenswood Self-Improvement
Plan, or RSIP, in August, but
given the timing, it started the
year “fully staffed as if we were
still under the federal mandate,”
Hernandez-Goff said at the board
meeting. This staffing costs the
district about $1.4 million.
District staff said the Child Development Center, the district’s
state-funded preschool program,
has low enrollment but high staffing costs. The district should look
at “getting out of the business of
providing preschool services,”
Eichman told the board last week.
The number of students who
pay to eat lunch at school has also
gone down, but staffing has not
been adjusted accordingly, Eichman said.
Eichman emphasized that legal
compliance and student support
remain the district’s top priority,
particularly in an area like special
education.
He is also proposing a spending
freeze and tighter management of
overtime hours.
The district is also preparing to
seek a new parcel tax to prevent an
additional in $1.1 million in cuts.
The current parcel tax, which voters approved at $196 per parcel in
2011, is set to expire in June. The
parcel tax pays for approximately
13 teachers, six classified staff and
portions of several support staff
positions, according to the district.
In November, the board hired a
consultant to conduct polling for
the proposed parcel tax at a cost
of between $21,000 and $28,000,
according to a contract.

At last week’s board meeting,
members gave brief feedback to
staff. Gaona-Mendoza, who was
elected to the board in 2016, said
she hopes the district will protect
essential programs like special
education and cut instead from
the district office.
“We’re not going to survive if
this keeps going and if we keep
getting more people in the administration,” she said at last week’s
board meeting.
Gaona-Mendoza told the Weekly that while the board was well
aware of the enrollment trends,
she did not feel staff were transparent about the severity of the
shortfall until last week’s meeting.
“The budget picture was never
painted as it was painted this
time,” she said.
Vice President Sharifa Wilson
asked that staff create a detailed
spreadsheet that lays out all of the
district’s expenses and funding
sources to provide clarity for the
public. She also said “programs
that are encroaching on our general fund is the first thing to tackle,”
before looking at the relationship
between enrollment and staffing.
Wilson, who was board president in 2017, did not return several
interview requests.
Ronda White, president of the
Ravenswood teachers’ union, said
that the district has been open about
the impending financial crisis in negotiations but had not identified the
exact amount of the deficit. Questions from union leadership about
specific line items in the budget,
such as the high cost to operate
the school cafeteria despite the fact
that most Ravenswood students are
on the state’s separate free-andreduced lunch program, have gone
unanswered, White said. (Eichman
said that the cafeteria is overstaffed
compared to the number of students

Play
structures
and tricycles
fill the
playground
for 3- and
4-yearolds at the
Ravenswood
Child
Development
Center.

Veronica Weber

(continued from previous page)

who use it, which is on the decline.
Minimum wage for those workers
also went up in 2015-16.)
The county Office of Education’s letter notes that the district
has not budgeted for compensation increases nor set aside money
for future negotiation settlements,
which could “necessitate additional budget cuts to maintain fiscal solvency.” Like most districts,
the bulk of Ravenswood’s budget
— 79 percent — is spent on salaries and benefits.
White hopes the district will
first trim what she described as
a top-heavy district office rather
than teachers or classified staff,
such as aides, who work directly
with students.
She also attributed the decline in
enrollment to gentrification and the
emergence of new schools in East
Palo Alto, particularly this year.
District leadership said they
anticipated losing students to The
Primary School and KIPP, whose
charter the board approved in
2016 in a 4-1 vote, with Pulido

dissenting. The Primary School
enrolls about 250 students ages
0 to 5 years old, 52 of whom are
school-age children, according to
the school. KIPP currently enrolls
225 students in transitional kindergarten, kindergarten, first and
sixth grade, with plans to expand
grade levels.
“How do you still give students
the services that they need and deserve with this declining enrollment?” White asked. “It becomes
a big question that I don’t think
any of us have an answer to.”
Last spring, the teachers’ union
took a “vote of no confidence”
in Hernandez-Goff, calling for
her immediate resignation. (The
superintendent called it a “publicity stunt” at the time.) White said
that concerns about the superintendent’s leadership persist and
teachers are “very concerned”
about how the district will weather this financial crisis.
Union leadership met with district staff on Wednesday for three
hours in a special negotiations

session on the budget. White said
she continues to question specific
line items in the budget, with
no concrete responses from the
district.
“The teachers are here to support the district in any way we
can,” White said, “but we can’t
help the district if we don’t have
accurate numbers.”

A ‘new Ravenswood’

R

avenswood’s budget woes
come at a time when the
district has been working to reverse its reputation as a
struggling district with low academic-performance rates.
The district opened a standalone middle school this fall in
the hopes of better preparing students for high school and beyond,
with administrators describing it
as a “new beginning” for the district. (The district plans to hire
more staff for the school as the
(continued on page 10)

Tracing the roots of Ravenswood’s financial crisis
Feb. 12: Ravenswood City School
District board OKs
4-1 KIPP Bay Area
Schools’ petition
to open a TK-8
public charter
school in East Palo
Alto.

Jan. 23:
Steve
Eichman
replaces
Singh,
who
retires.

April 5:
At board
meeting,
Eichman tells
board that
declining
enrollment
means
district
expenditures will
outpace
revenue.

20 6
Dec. 13:
Former Chief
Business Ofﬁcial
Prima Singh to
board: Declining
enrollment is a
“serious cause
for concern.”
She proposes
two years
of spending
freezes and
stafﬁng cuts.

April 5 and 27:
Board approves
layoffs resolutions
for 45 classiﬁed
employees.

April 21:
Teachers
union signs
letter detailing vote
of no conﬁdence in
Superintendent Gloria
HernandezGoff.

May 24: May 25:

District
rescinds
30 out of
45 layoffs.

Board OKs
hiring Maurice Ghysels
as chief
innovation
ofﬁcer.

June 8:
Eichman warns
district must cut
$2.1 million in order
to meet ﬁnancial
obligations in
2019-20.
Human Resources
Director Gina
Sudaria also states
2017-18 revenues
won’t cover ongoing
costs.

June 22:

Jan. 9:

Jan. 16:

Board
adopts
2017-18
budget, with
a projected
$1.3 million
deﬁcit.

Ravenswood
and county
Ofﬁce of
Education
staff meet
to discuss
the county’s
concerns
about the
budget.

District
announces
“ﬁscal
reform”
plan as
“part of
continued
push to
cement
the new
Ravenswood
culture.”

20 8

20 7
June 29: Board
discusses how the
child-development
and after-school
programs are contributing to deﬁcit.
Deﬁcits projected:
$1.3M in 2017-18;
$157,000 in 201819; and $2.2M in
2019-20.

August:

Aug. 10:

KIPP opens Board
in East Palo adopts
Alto.
revised
2017-18
budget due
to “signiﬁcant”
change in
state budget since
May.

Jan. 18 and 19: Jan. 22:

Ravenswood and
county Ofﬁce of
Education staff
and representatives meet. Board
hears report from
School Services
of California and
proposed plan
for cuts from
Eichman.

Aug. 16:

Oct. 26:

The new
Ravenswood
Middle
School
opens on
the ﬁrst
day of
school.

Board considers placing a
parcel tax on
June 2018 ballot “to prevent
loss of more
than $1.1 million in General
Fund revenues
for teacher and
staff salaries.”

Nov. 9: Dec. 14:
Board
contracts
with
School
Services
of California to
analyze
the
budget.

Board
approves
201718 ﬁrst
interim
ﬁnancial
report.

Dec. 15:
San Mateo County
Ofﬁce of Education
receives ﬁrst interim
ﬁnancial report
and becomes “extremely concerned
about the dramatic
increase in deﬁcit
spending,” County
Superintendent
Anne Campbell
said.

Jan. 24: Feb. 8:
Special
negotiations
session
scheduled to
discuss
the budget with
unions.

District staff
to present
ﬁscal solvency plans
and proposed cuts
for board
review and
approval,
per a
county
timeline.

County
Ofﬁce of
Education
in a letter
details its
concerns
about the
budget and
steps the
district is
required
to take to
balance its
budget.

Feb. 22:

March 15: March 19:

Board to
approve
resolution to
implement
necessary
layoffs.

Deadline by
which the
district must
issue layoff
notices to
staff.

Board must
approve and
submit a
second interim
ﬁnancial report
to the county
Ofﬁce of
Education.
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Upfront
programs that will make us attractive to students and parents in
our community,” Hernandez-Goff
said at last week’s board meeting.

Ravenswood
(continued from page 9)

school expands grade-by-grade.)
Maurice Ghysels, the former
superintendent of the Menlo Park
school district, was hired last year
as the district’s new “chief innovation officer,” in part to oversee the
new Ravenswood Middle School.
His salary, $180,000 plus additional
compensation, is funded entirely by
a donor, Pulido said. She declined
to provide the donor’s identity.
A $26 million bond approved
by voters last summer promises
to upgrade aging facilities to keep
students “warm, safe and dry.” This
fall, Hernandez-Goff also agreed to
begin talks with the city of Menlo
Park and other local jurisdictions
to create a joint powers agency that
could increase funding for capital
improvements in Ravenswood.
The district has worked to
present an image of a district on
the rise through press releases
and events, including a first-ever
“State of the District” last June at
which Hernandez-Goff declared
to applause and cheers: “Welcome
to the new Ravenswood.”
The district plans to recruit
more students by promoting its
improvements through an outreach campaign.
“Our goal is to trim all of the
fat, but we have to keep essential
programs going and our movement, our progress toward really improving our educational

What could happen next

R

avenswood is not alone
in its financial struggles.
The San Mateo County
Office of Education also has
been monitoring the Redwood
City School District, which is
experiencing its own shortfall for
the same reasons as Ravenswood,
Campbell said — losing students
to a new charter school and as
families move out of the city.
Redwood City, however, has
been “more proactive” about
making cuts over the last six
months, she said.
Across the state, 41 school
districts are on a Department of
Education list for having a “qualified” financial certification in the
2016-17 year, meaning they are
“in danger” of becoming fiscally
insolvent in the current year or the
next two years, said state department spokesperson Robert Oakes.
The most serious designation, a
negative certification, means the
district cannot meet its financial
obligations for the current and
subsequent year. Only two districts are on that list (including
San Bruno Park School District
in San Mateo County.)
In its letter this week, the county
Office of Education cautioned
Ravenswood to “strictly adhere”

CALL FOR NOMINATIONS
for the 39th Annual

Tall Tree Awards
Nominations are due
Friday, February 9, 2018
in the following categories:

Outstanding Business
Outstanding Nonprofit
Outstanding Citizen Volunteer
Outstanding Professional or Business Person
The Nomination Form is available at
www.paloaltochamber.com

SAVE THE DATE
Tall Tree Awards
May 17, 2018
sponsored by

Questions? Call 650-324-3121 or info@paloaltochamber.com
Page 10 • January 26, 2018 • Palo Alto Weekly • www.PaloAltoOnline.com

to Education Code requirements
when determining the district’s
budget certification this spring.
The county initially disagreed with
the district’s positive certification
of its first interim financial report.
The Ravenswood school board
plans to discuss the budget at special and regular meetings as well as
community meetings in the coming
weeks. Campbell said her office
“will be a presence at every one of
those board meetings” in addition to
meeting weekly with district staff.
Under deadlines set by the county Office of Education, district
staff must present fiscal-solvency
plans and budget cuts for board
review and approval by the next
regular board meeting on Feb. 8.
The board must also process any
layoff notices before March 15 and
submit a second interim report to
the county no later than March 19.
The most serious, potential consequence for Ravenswood would
be a state takeover. This would
occur if the district had to seek an
emergency loan from the California Department of Education.
In the most severe case, if the
loan were to exceed 200 percent
of the district’s reserves, the state
superintendent would assume
governance of the district and appoint an administrator to act on
the state’s behalf, with the school
board reporting to the administrator as an advisory group, according to a Department of Education
webpage. The state’s control lasts
until “certain conditions are met.”
If the loan is less than or equal
to 200 percent of the district’s reserves, the board retains its governing authority, but a state-appointed
trustee monitors operations and
has the authority to rescind any
board action that could impact the
budget. This level of oversight lasts
until the loan is repaid.
Campbell said Ravenswood
is now faced with making some
difficult and urgent but “doable”
changes.
“We have every expectation that
the board and district leadership
will take the steps that are necessary to maintain fiscal stability,”
she said.
Meanwhile, school officials are
framing the budget as part of part
of the district’s ongoing efforts to
cement a new culture.
“For this district to have longterm viability, fiscal reforms need
to be implemented,” Eichman said.
“The practices of the old Ravenswood are no longer accepted.” Q
Staff Writer Elena Kadvany
can be emailed at ekadvany@
paweekly.com.

SHARE YOUR THOUGHTS
PaloAltoOnline.com
Talk about this issue with others in
the community on Town Square,
the online discussion forum at
PaloAltoOnline.com/square.

About the cover: To the left,
classrooms line a hallway at
Cesar Chavez Elementary
School in East Palo Alto. To
the right is the newly opened
Ravenswood Middle School.
Photo by Veronica Weber.

Public Agenda
A preview of Palo Alto government meetings next week
CITY COUNCIL ... The council plans to welcome the mayor of
Linköping, Sweden and then go into closed session to discuss the
ongoing litigation Edgewood SC LLC v. City of Palo Alto. The council
will then consider approving the Fiscal Year 2017 Comprehensive
Annual Financial Report, accept the 2019-2028 Long Range Financial
Forecast and discuss strategies to address the city’s pension liabilities;
adopt amendments to the Residential Preferential Parking Programs
in the Southgate and Evergreen Park neighborhoods, and consider
amendments to the city’s zoning code relating to accessory-dwelling
units. The Linköping ceremony will begin at 6 p.m. on Monday, Jan.
29, in the Council Chambers at City Hall, 250 Hamilton Ave. The closed
session will take place immediately after the ceremony. The rest of the
meeting will take place after the closed session.
BOARD OF EDUCATION... The school board will discuss a proposal for
board member term limits, goal updates, a dyslexia plan and vote on a
comment letter on the Stanford University General Use Permit (GUP).
The meeting will begin at 6:30 p.m. on Tuesday, Jan. 30, at the district
office, 25 Churchill Ave.
PLANNING AND TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION ... The commission
plans to consider zoning amendments relating to the Public Facility
district. It will consider an ordinance to create a new combining district
that would allow for high-density housing and have a workforce housing
component to enable construction of a 57-unit apartment building at
2755 El Camino Real; and consider approving an ordinance modifying
the review process for the city’s annual 50,000-square-foot limit on new
office and research-and-development space. The meeting will begin at
6 p.m. on Wednesday, Jan. 31, in the Council Chambers at City Hall,
250 Hamilton Ave.
ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW BOARD ... The board plans to consider
a request to demolish an existing building at 620 Emerson St. and
construct a two-story commercial building at the site; and review a master
sign program for the Lucy Evans Nature Interpretive Center at 2775
Embarcadero Road. The meeting will begin at 8:30 a.m. on Thursday,
Feb. 1, in the Council Chambers at City Hall, 250 Hamilton Ave.
BOARD POLICY REVIEW COMMITTEE... The school board’s policy
review committee will tentatively discuss policies on class size, school
calendar, board member communications, employee use of technology
and complaints concerning employees. The meeting will begin at 8:30
a.m. on Friday, Feb. 2, at the district office, 25 Churchill Ave., Room A.

Teacher
(continued from page 7)

no evidence linking retention to
high cost of living, but she did acknowledge commuting woes: The
district is aware that “traffic can
cause a lengthy commute in some
cases,” she said.
Before the county Supervisors’
vote Tuesday, Hendricks said that
Palo Alto Unified “could investigate opportunities regarding this
option with the county as well as
other potential partners.”
Construction of a multifamily
complex could cost $500,000 to
$600,000 per unit, Simitian said.
He emphasized that funding
the project will require “something other than an off-the-shelf
solution.”
“If we confine ourselves to the
conventional solutions I think
that’s going to limit us,” he said.
While the Grant Avenue site
could accommodate more than 100
units, Simitian noted that “all parties will have to be open to change
as community members and funding partners weigh in on what is
both possible and compatible with
the surrounding community.”
Community services currently offered at the site could be

relocated nearby or remain there
on the ground floor, the news release states. Parking on the site
could be replaced with a structure across the street on the Palo
Alto Courthouse lot. This could
potentially create more parking in
a heavily trafficked part of Palo
Alto, Simitian noted.
Palo Alto Mayor Liz Kniss, a
former school board member and
county supervisor, expressed support for Simitian’s proposal.
“This strikes me as an incredible opportunity to provide workforce housing and strengthen our
schools,” she said in the news
release.
County staff will now seek a
partner to develop the site, discuss
“cost-sharing” for the project and
return with a financing plan no
later than May, a staff report states.
The county aims to have a partner selected no later than August. Q
Staff Writer Elena Kadvany
can be emailed at ekadvany@
paweekly.com.

TALK ABOUT IT

PaloAltoOnline.com
Do you favor this proposal to build
teacher housing? Share your opinion
on Town Square, the community
discussion forum at PaloAltoOnline.
com/square.

Upfront

Neighborhoods

A roundup of neighborhood news edited by Sue Dremann

Courtesy of Morgan Lashley

COYOTE SIGHTING ... A young
female coyote who lost her way
encountered equally bewildered
residents in Old Palo Alto
on Jan. 20. Dog walkers and
residents reported the animal to
dispatchers on the 100 block of
Rinconada Avenue starting at
about 8:30 a.m., animal-control
Officer Ken Cunningham said.
Coyotes are nocturnal, and the
female, likely less than a year old,
apparently became disoriented
in the daylight, he said. Officers
tried to corral her, but she headed
toward the Caltrain tracks and
disappeared. She re-appeared in
the Fairmeadow neighborhood at
about 3:30 p.m. Since she wasn’t
aggressive, officers left her to find
her way home after sunset. The
coyote has not returned since.
It’s not usual to find them in Palo
Alto’s flatlands. She likely came
down a creek or ravine from the
hills, Cunningham said. Coyotes
are unlikely to attack people or
large dogs, but they will hunt cats.
Residents should not corner a
coyote. More information about
living with coyotes can be found at
nativeanimalrescue.org.
COTTAGE HEARING ... A plan to
replace a 997-square-foot singlestory cottage with a 2,345-squarefoot two-story home at 850 Boyce
Ave. will be reviewed by Palo
Alto’s Planning and Community
Environment Department at a
director’s hearing on Feb. 1. Some
adjacent residents are opposing
the Crescent Park neighborhood
project, which was conditionally
approved by the planning
department on Dec. 8. The home
would replace one of four cottages
that are part of a vintage cottage
cluster. Usually situated in a culde-sac, cottage clusters were built
primarily in the 1940s and ‘50s in
Palo Alto and these days provide
smaller, more affordable homes.
The public hearing will take
place at 3 p.m. in the planning
department’s 5th floor conference
room at Palo Alto City Hall, 250
Hamilton Ave. Q

Courtesy Greg Welch

Around
the Block

Cars queue up on the streets of Palo Alto’s Crescent Park neighborhood during weekday end-of-day commutes, prompting residents to
organize themselves to advocate for a solution.

CRESCENT PARK

North Palo Alto residents
ramp up traffic battle
Neighborhood warms to new and creative
activism to unclog residential streets
by Sue Dremann

R

iled by daily traffic snarls
on their residential streets,
about 70 Crescent Park residents met with Palo Alto police and
transportation officials on Jan. 18
to discuss how to end commuters’
occupation of their neighborhood.
The meeting, just the latest movement in a wave of neighborhood activism, covered the expected discussion of pavement markings, traffic
circles and stop signs — but also
ventured into the realm of politics,
with residents talking about potential candidates to support during
this year’s City Council election.
Resident Marlan Pinto said
traffic lights are a big problem. It
seems as though the city changed
the light timing.
“The streets are now unusable
for anyone” traveling through
downtown, he said.
Joshuah Mello, the city’s chief
transportation official, said the
city is working on changes.
“We’re in the middle of doing
massive signal re-timing throughout the city,” he said, which would
help traffic flow better. Some
signals along University Avenue
might be adjusted or be candidates for synchronization, he said.
“University Avenue is timed for
10 mph in the day; Hamilton and
Lytton are timed at 20 mph,” he

said, giving examples.
Greg Welch, a Center Drive
resident, spearheaded the neighborhood advocacy.
“As our next steps, we will have
almost weekly meetings and will
be coordinating (with the city),”
he said, noting they plan to form a
stakeholder group to develop a pilot traffic-management program.
The group would work with Palo
Alto’s transportation department
on creating the program.
Some residents suggested making certain streets one-way during
peak hours, closing streets, adding
right-turn-only lanes and adding
electronic signage that would tell
drivers which roads to avoid when
there are backups.
Mello presented a slideshow
of traffic-calming and diversion
options the city has used at other
traffic hot spots. He said his department has only 12 people who
are already working on $47 million in capital improvements and
$9.5 million in neighborhood
traffic-calming projects.
“I’m willing to carve out time
to work with a stakeholder group,”
he said, if neighbors can take on a
little of the workload.
Quantifying the problem and
identifying where the bottlenecks
are occurring would be one of the

first steps. Mello said he is looking at a service that examines
every trip passing through a zone
to understand traffic patterns. In
some locations the city could add
traffic cameras to gain data.
Residents said they could do
some of the legwork for the city
and gather data. Allen Akin, a Professorville resident, said he is looking for Crescent Park volunteers to
add traffic cameras to their roofs
so he can count cars on streets. He
has added cameras to his home and
has been keeping counts, he said.
Residents also called for increased traffic enforcement.
Palo Alto police Capt. Zach Perron, who also attended the meeting,
said the city’s elimination of its dedicated traffic division is the result of
a lack of police recruits in the Bay
Area. The six officers on patrol during each shift now do traffic patrols
as part of their regular beats.
“I’ve committed swing-shift
personnel to spend time doing
high-visibility traffic enforcement,” he said.
He has instructed his officers to
park in the Crescent Park hotspots
as visual deterrents when they are
processing reports to cut down
on some of “ridiculous driving,”
such as speeders and people driving the wrong way down residential streets to bypass lines of cars.
When the police are on the street,
there are an amazing amount of
stellar drivers, he said.
Getting cars off the road, everyone agreed, is going to be the only
real solution. To that end, creating more mass transit, including
possible bus or HOV lanes during
peak hours on University Avenue
and other main routes, could move
more people through, Mello said.
As for political action, Crescent
Park Neighborhood Association

President Norman Beamer said he
plans to create a subcommittee for
residents who want to vet the City
Council candidates. Three council
seats are up for re-election this fall.
“There are people on the council now who are not looking out
for our interests,” he said.
Three candidates who favor
slow city growth won council
seats in 2014, but the council
now has a majority who are progrowth. That growth, residents
said, has exacerbated traffic and
parking problems.
Others decried the perceived
lack of initiative by the council
and city management to address
long-term traffic problems, which
are only destined to become
worse. Councilwoman Lydia Kou,
who attended the meeting at Palo
Alto Art Center’s auditorium and
holds slow-growth views, reinforced that sentiment.
“The city’s Transportation Demand Management measure has
no teeth in it,” she said, referring
to the concept that buildings can
be developed with less parking
if the building tenants are given
incentives not to drive cars solo.
Kou said she planned to meet
with East Palo Alto Mayor Ruben
Abrica to discuss collaborating on
solving some of the traffic issues
along University Avenue, which
might be improved by signal-light
timing adjustments on the part of
both cities.
Likewise, residents also talked
about meeting with East Palo
Alto leaders to discuss their mutual concerns, including signal
changes to a light at Woodland
and University avenues that is
causing traffic to back up. Q
Staff Writer Sue Dremann
can be emailed at sdremann@
paweekly.com.
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Baby Books
Family Photo Books
Family Trees
Let us help you gather up your photos and
assemble them into a beautifully designed
and professionally bound book that preserves
your family memories, both old and new.
Genealogy | Elder Interviews

Dion Desktop Publications
(408) 396-0026 • diondesk@gmail.com
www.diondesktop.com
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PALO ALTO CITY COUNCIL
CIVIC CENTER, 250 HAMILTON AVENUE
BROADCAST LIVE ON KZSU, FM 90.1
CABLECAST LIVE ON GOVERNMENT ACCESS CHANNEL 26
*****************************************
THIS IS A SUMMARY OF COUNCIL AGENDA ITEMS.
THE AGENDA WITH COMPLETE TITLES INCLUDING LEGAL
DOCUMENTATION CAN BE VIEWED AT THE BELOW WEBPAGE:
http://www.cityofpaloalto.org/gov/agendas/default.asp
AGENDA–SPECIAL MEETING–COUNCIL CHAMBERS
JANUARY 29, 2018 AT 6:00 PM
Special Orders of the Day
1. Introduction of Mayor Helena Balthammar of Linköping, Sweden and the Linköping Delegation
Closed Session
2. CONFERENCE WITH CITY ATTORNEY-EXISTING LITIGATION, Santa Clara County Superior
Court, Case No. 17CV309030, Subject: John Tze and Edgewood SC LLC v. City of Palo Alto et al.,
Authority: Government Code Section 54956.9(d)(1)
Consent Calendar
 (KVW[PVUVMH7HYR0TWYV]LTLU[6YKPUHUJLMVY7LLYZ7HYR+VN6ќSLHZO,_LYJPZL(YLH
4. Adoption of a Resolution to Establish a One-time Contribution of $17,100 to the Art in Public
Spaces Fund and Approve Budget Amendments in the Capital Improvement Funds for the Art in
Public Spaces Capital Improvement Program Project (AC-86017) to Purchase Already Installed
Creative Seating Elements on University Avenue
5. Adoption of an Ordinance Amending Section 2.08.120 of Chapter 2.08 and Section 2.30.270 of
Chapter 2.30 of Title 2 of the Palo Alto Municipal Code to Update job Titles of Attorneys in the City
([[VYUL`Z»6ѝJL[V*VUMVYT>P[O*OHUNLZ(KVW[LKI`*V\UJPSPU[OL-@(UU\HS)\KNL[
 (WWYV]HSHUK(\[OVYPaH[PVUMVY[OL*P[`4HUHNLY[V,_LJ\[L*VU[YHJ[5\TILY* >P[O
2LUULK`1LURZ *VUZ\S[HU[Z PU [OL ;V[HS (TV\U[ 5V[[V,_JLLK   [V 7YV]PKL +LZPNU
Services for Primary Sedimentation Tanks Rehabilitation and Equipment Room Electrical Upgrade
Project at the Regional Water Quality Control Plant - Capital Improvement Program Project WQ14003
7. Approval to Submit a National Endowment for the Arts Grant Application Requesting $25,000 to
Animate the Cubberley Community Center Campus Through Public Art
8. Adoption of a Successor Memorandum of Agreement Between the City of Palo Alto and SEIU
3VJHS/V\YS`<UP[MVYH-V\Y`LHY;LYT,_WPYPUN1\UL
9. Finance Committee Recommendation to Accept Macias Gini & O’Connell’s (MGO) Audit of the City
of Palo Alto’s Financial Statements as of June 30, 2017, and Management Letter
Action Items
10. Approval of the Fiscal Year (FY) 2017 Comprehensive Annual Financial Report (CAFR) and Approval
of Conforming Amendments to FY 2017 Budget in Various Funds; Acceptance of the FY2019
- FY2028 Long Range Financial Forecast; and Discussion and Potential Direction Regarding
Budgeting for City Pension Liabilities
11. Adoption of a Resolution Amending the Southgate Residential Preferential Parking Program
977I`(KQ\Z[PUN[OL5\TILYVM,TWSV`LL7LYTP[ZHUK4HRPUN*SHYPM`PUN4VKPÄJH[PVUZ"HUKH
Resolution Establishing a Two-hour Parking Restriction in the Commercial Zones Adjacent to 1515
El Camino Real and 1681 El Camino Real (Continued from December 11, 2017)
 7<)30*/,(905.!(KVW[PVUVMH9LZVS\[PVU[V*VU[PU\L[OL,]LYNYLLU7HYR4H`ÄLSK9LZPKLU[PHS
7YLMLYLU[PHS7HYRPUN7YVNYHT977>P[O4VKPÄJH[PVUZ"H9LZVS\[PVU,Z[HISPZOPUN;^VOV\Y7HYRPUN
Along a Portion of El Camino Real Between College Avenue and Park Boulevard; and Finding the
(J[PVU,_LTW[-YVT[OL*HSPMVYUPH,U]PYVUTLU[HS8\HSP[`(J[*,8(*VU[PU\LKMYVT+LJLTILY
:[Hќ9LX\LZ[Z;OPZ0[LT)L*VU[PU\LK[V-LI
13. PUBLIC HEARING: Adoption of an Ordinance Amending Section 18.42.040 of Title 18 (Zoning)
to Conform With new State Laws Regarding Accessory Dwelling Units (ADU) and Finding the
*OHUNLZ,_LTW[-YVT9L]PL^<UKLY[OL*HSPMVYUPH,U]PYVUTLU[HS8\HSP[`(J[*,8(7\YZ\HU[
to Public Resources Code Section 21080.17 and CEQA Guidelines Sections 15061(b), 15301,
15303 and 15305. The Planning & Transportation Commission Recommended Approval of These
Amendments on November 29, 2017
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Upfront

News Digest
Rising costs won’t shrink parking garage
California Avenue merchants scored a political victory Monday
night when Palo Alto officials reaffirmed their plan to construct a
garage with two basement levels and more than 600 parking stalls
on a Sherman Avenue lot.
By an 8-1 vote, with Councilman Adrian Fine dissenting, the City
Council voted to reject a staff recommendation to eliminate one
of the basement levels as part of a strategy to contain the project’s
rapidly rising costs. The long-awaited project now has an estimated
price tag of about $40.4 million, roughly four times what it was in
2013, when the council was putting together its infrastructure plan.
Most of the increase can be attributed to the Bay Area’s construction market. Assistant Public Works Director Brad Eggleston said the
market-driven escalation raised the price tag to about $34.8 million.
The council’s subsequent decision to “maximize” the parking capacity
of the new garage added another $6 million to the cost, Eggleston said.
The 2013 plan called for 460 parking stalls.
The decision to “go big” pleased area merchants, who have consistently lobbied for more parking. But it also aggravated the city’s
growing funding gap for infrastructure, which is now estimated at
about $56 million, according to Eggleston.
To address this gap, staff proposed removing one of the two basement levels, which would have resulted in a loss of about 100 spots
and a reduction of about $6 million.
But the proposal to reduce the size of garage met a swell of resistance from residents and business owners.
Councilman Greg Scharff made the motion to stick with last year’s
plan and seven of his colleagues supported him.
“We build this once,” Scharff said. “It’s probably the last public garage
that gets built for a very long time, and it’s important that we do it right.” Q
—Gennady Sheyner

District grapples with ongoing budget deficit
Palo Alto Unified, a well-resourced district that has set ambitious
and costly educational goals for the next several years, is facing a
financial squeeze: There is no ongoing revenue to pay for budget
additions in the next school year, staff said Thursday.
This prompted board President Ken Dauber to ask Interim Superintendent Karen Hendricks to come up with $3 million to $5 million
in administrative cuts, an amount he warned “may not be ambitious
enough” to address an ongoing deficit.
The school board discussed the 2018-19 budget at a special session
on Jan. 18. The district is projecting deficits for the next three years:
$3.5 million deficit this year, $500,000 next year and $1.6 million in
the 2019-2020 school year.
Absent from the budget projections were two items that will have
a significant impact on the district’s bottom line: 41 additional teachers who the district estimates it will need to hire over the next five
years to address an increase in enrollment, and the impact of families
moving into new housing to be built at Stanford University. Without
a cost estimate for the teachers, “We’re kind of shooting in the dark,”
Board Member Todd Collins said.
Dauber asked Hendricks to return to the board with the list of
proposed administrative cuts.
The board plans to hold another budget study session in late February. Q
—Elena Kadvany

Man suspected of drugging Stanford students
Stanford University’s Department of Public Safety police and the
school’s Title IX office are investigating reports that a non-student
drugged at least seven university students at a fraternity party on Jan. 12.
On Jan. 18, Stanford officials said they took an additional step and
sent the suspect a notification banning him from Stanford-owned
property. He also cannot contact anyone who attended the party.
Stanford Department of Public Safety said the incident occurred
in the late night or early morning hours. A drug was allegedly mixed
with alcohol in beverages.
The suspect, who has not yet been charged, had attended a Sigma
Chi fraternity party where at least five members of Pi Beta Phi sorority and two members of the men’s rowing team have told authorities
they believed they were drugged.
Their symptoms were similar to those caused by Xanax or a similar benzodiazepine, a type of tranquilizer. Some benzodiazepines
are used as date-rape drugs.
All seven students have recovered from the incident.
According to a memo from a Pi Beta Phi house sorority to its members,
the man was “loosely affiliated” with Stanford men’s rowing but was not
linked to either Stanford or the Sigma Chi fraternity, the Daily reported.
An active investigation is under way, and Stanford has served the
suspect with a “notice of investigation” warning him not to talk to
anyone at the party and banning him from all Stanford properties,
university spokesman Ernest Miranda said. Q
—Sue Dremann

OPEN HOUSE
SAT & SUN, 1PM - 5PM

AFFORDABLE ELEGANCE IN OLD PALO ALTO

144 LOWELL AVENUE
Set back from the street with a private location in the most desirable neighborhood in the city, this 3BR/2BA
home has everything you could wish for. The formal living room is anchored by a wood-burning ﬁreplace and
warm hardwood ﬂoors. The kitchen opens to the great room bathed in natural light, with vaulted ceilings and
large skylights. A spacious master suite offers a large walk-in closet and soaring ceilings. The rear yard is accessed
by sliding doors off the great room and master suite, which open to a large deck perfect for al fresco dining and
entertaining.

DERK
BRILL
e-Pro, Certiﬁed Relocation Specialist

Offered at $2,498,000
www.144Lowell.com

M: 650.814.0478
dbrill@apr.com
www.DerkBrill.com
License# 01256035
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Donna Jean Lane

Eric Alan Burns

March 28, 1930 - November 18, 2017

June 19, 1951 – January 16, 2018
Resident of Palo Alto, California
Rick worked at CAR (Community
Association for Rehabilitation)
Work Activity Program, HOPE
Workshop, and Stanford University
Florence Moore Dining hall for 10
years before joining the Abilities
United Adult Program. He loved
the outdoors and attended the
Easter Seals Camp Harmon in
Boulder Creek for 35 years. He
was a faithful SF Giants, 49’ers,
and Golden State Warrior fan. He
will be remembered as everybody’s
“buddy” and best friend. The family
wishes to thank all the caregivers and providers that helped take
care of and look after Rick all these years– he loved you all. Rick
is survived by his mother, Elinor, and sisters Cynthia (Bob)
Melody, Bonnie (Larry) Richie and Lisa (Tom) Birney and their
families. He was preceded in death by his father Richard Burns.
Rick’s family invites you to a celebration of his life on Saturday,
Jan. 27 at 1 p.m. at Shoreline Lake Boathouse, 3160 N Shoreline
Blvd, Mountain View - please join us in Hawaiian or SF Giants
attire. In lieu of flowers, send memorial donations to Abilities
United, Camp Harmon, or Special Olympics.
PAID

A Celebration of Life for Donna Jean Lane (March 28, 1930
- November 18, 2017) will be held on Saturday, February 10,
2018 at 11 am at Valley Presbyterian Church, 945 Portola Road,
Portola Valley, California. A reception will immediately follow
the service at the Portola Valley Town Center.
PAID

OBITUARY

Palo Alto

Jan. 17-Jan. 24

®

The DeLeon Difference®

January 23, 1919 – January 17, 2018
Steven Aronson passed away
peacefully at home Jan. 17, 2018.
He was born a second generation
San Franciscan on Jan. 23, 1919 at
Mt. Zion Hospital.
His family and friends celebrate
his rich and full life. Steve was
known for his kindness and loved by
most who knew him.
Steve made a name for himself
swimming for Galileo HS and the
Concordia Club before earning
scholarships to Stanford and Cal in
both swimming and water polo. He earned a national record while
at Cal and many medals for his accomplishments at the school he
loved.
After ROTC he became a 2nd Lt. before entering active duty
during WWII where he was promoted to Major in the ArmyAir Corps at age 23, ultimately serving a total of 26 years before
retiring as a Colonel in the Air Force Reserves.
He met his wife, Jean K. B. Ferguson, a Letterman Army nurse,
while both were serving at the Presidio of SF. They married May
20, 1942 in Fort Bliss, TX, where Steve was stationed.
They have two sons, Steven Jr. & Peter Michael. Jean died Jan
20, 2008.
Steve had the privilege of being a great-great grandfather and
was very proud to pose with 5 generations. He loved his golf and
many dear golfing friends, some of whom also played into their
90s. Though he played many courses he loved the Stanford club
and served as President.
Steve was a collector of stamps, coins, golf memorabilia, and
amassed an amazing miniature liquor bottle collection. He was
part of Aronson Insurance Agency in SF with his father. He
completed a family history/genealogy book of well over 500 pages
that will be appreciated for many generations to come. He was a
avid gardener and master at bonsai.
Steve & Jean lived in SF before moving to Palo Alto in 1950.
They had many life-long friends from SF & PA, and spent many
years vacationing with some in Maui for over 3 decades; played
poker with others for 50 years; many friends from Cal as well as
many dear friends and neighbors from Palo Alto.
Steve is survived by his son Steven Jr. (late wife Bonnie) and
his 2 sons Michael & Erik and Bonnie’s daughters Amy & Nancy,
and their families; Peter (late wife Michelle) and their sons, Ethan
(Ashlee) and Leo.
By his request, there will be no services. If you wish, you may
provide a gift in Steven’s name to the charity of your choice.
PAID

OBITUARY
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A weekly compendium
of vital statistics

POLICE CALLS

OBITUARY

Steven Aronson

Pulse

650.543.8500
www.deleonrealty.com
650.543.8500 | www.deleonrealty.com | DeLeon Realty CalBRE #01903224

Violence related
Battery . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Child Abuse . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Theft related
Burglary attempt . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Fraud . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Grand Theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Identity Theft. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Petty theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 14
Residential burglaries . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Vehicle related
Auto recovery . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Driving with suspended license . . . 13
Driving without license . . . . . . . . . . . 7
Hit and run . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Parking/driving violation . . . . . . . . . . 4
Reckless driving . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Theft from auto . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9
Vehicle accident, minor injury . . . . . . 7
Vehicle accident, no injury . . . . . . . . 4
Vehicle accident, property damage . 8
Vehicle tow . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Alcohol or drug related
Driving under the influence . . . . . . . . 1
Drunk in public . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
Possession of drugs . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Possession of paraphernalia. . . . . . . 1
Under influence of drugs. . . . . . . . . . 1
Miscellaneous
Brandishing. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Casualty fall . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Elder abuse - financial . . . . . . . . . . . 3
Elder abuse - self neglect . . . . . . . . . 1
Found property. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
Lost property . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Medical aid . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Misc. penal code violation . . . . . . . . 1
Missing person . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Possession of stolen property . . . . . 1
Psychiatric subject . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8
Public nuisance. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Suspicious circumstances . . . . . . . . 5
Urinating in public . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Vandalism . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4
Warrant, other agency . . . . . . . . . . . 9

Menlo Park

Jan. 17-Jan. 24
Violence related
Battery . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Theft related
Fraud . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Identity theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Petty theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11
Residential burglaries . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Robbery . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Theft undefined. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Vehicle related
Auto theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Driving with suspended license . . . . 7
Hit and run . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5
Parking/driving violation . . . . . . . . . . 2
Theft from auto . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Vehicle accident, minor injury . . . . . . 1
Vehicle accident, no injury . . . . . . . . 3
Vehicle tow . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Miscellaneous
Adult protective SVC referral. . . . . . . 1
Found property. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
Gang validations . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Info case . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Juvenile problem. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Missing person . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Outside assistance . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Resisting arrest . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Suspicious circumstances . . . . . . . . 1
Threats . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Warrant arrest. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5
Weapons possession . . . . . . . . . . . . 1

VIOLENT CRIMES
Palo Alto
Arastradero Road, 12/14, 1 p.m.;
battery.
Curtner Avenue, 1/8, 8 p.m.; child
abuse.

Menlo Park
Willow Road/Middlefield Road, 1/18,
4:02 p.m.; battery.

Editorial
Caution on teacher housing
Simitian vision for subsidized teacher housing
has long road to travel

C

oncern over the availability and high cost of housing on
the Peninsula, particularly for lower paid retail, restaurant
and other service workers essential to our local economy
and to the community’s diversity, has sparked lots of brainstorming and angst in Palo Alto on how to create more affordable
“workforce” housing.
With sky-high land acquisition costs and concern over the impacts of higher density development being the major barriers to
the construction of more lower cost housing, Santa Clara County
Supervisor Joe Simitian has floated the idea of building apartments
for teachers on county-owned land across the street from the courthouse near California Ave.
Simitian’s vision is for the county to provide the 1.5-acre parcel
on Grant Ave., through a development partnership, to interested
north county public school districts and the Foothill-Anza Community College District, which would fund the construction of 60
to 120 units of below-market-rate rental housing for teachers.
The concept, largely in Simitian’s head right now, is that each
participating school district would have control over the number of
apartments proportionate to their financial contribution and would
each decide how they are ultimately allocated to their teachers (or
staff). His assumption, based on very preliminary conversations he
has had with school superintendents, is that school districts in Mountain View, Palo Alto and Los Altos, plus the college district, could
be interested, but no formal outreach or assessment has yet occurred.
On Tuesday, Simitian passed an initial hurdle by receiving support from the Board of Supervisors to have county staff work with
him to explore interest in the idea, determine how to relocate the
current users of the site (the county Public Defender, social services
and parking), possibly to a newly constructed office and parking
garage on the courthouse property itself, and find interested development partners who would make proposals to prepare a financing
plan. The board’s approval, which isn’t limited to teacher housing,
is not a commitment to do anything other than determine need,
interest and financial feasibility.
Simitian, the son of a former school teacher, is enthusiastic about
the possibility of creating below-market housing for teachers but
acknowledges there are other housing needs, especially for lowerincome workers, and many unknowns about the actual interest in
teachers in such housing or how it would be funded.
In Palo Alto, most teachers are being paid well in excess of
$100,000, above the income levels to qualify for current subsidized
housing programs. Data obtained from the school district show that
in the 2015-16 school year, more than half of Palo Alto teachers
lived in the area between Redwood City and Mountain View, with
the remainder concentrated in the cities just beyond. Instances of
teachers commuting from farther away than San Jose were rare.
No hard data has been presented showing that Palo Alto is actually
having trouble hiring qualified teachers, only anecdotal stories.
While we heartily support Simitian’s initiative to use land already
owned by the public to develop subsidized housing, we are skeptical about the demand for such housing by teachers and whether the
inherent complexity of financing and building housing that isn’t eligible for federal affordable-housing funds makes this idea realistic.
There are, however, two local examples of subsidized teacher
housing — one done by the Santa Clara Unified School District
some 15 years ago and another by the San Mateo County Community College District, which has constructed 104 rental housing
units for faculty and staff on two of its campuses. There are undoubtedly helpful lessons to be learned from these efforts.
If serious problems in recruiting and retaining excellent teachers
can be documented, then in Palo Alto we wonder why the county
should supply valuable land for teacher housing when the school
district already has available land on surplus school sites, including
at the Cubberley Community Center. Not only would this be a less
complex undertaking, it would allow the county to develop housing
on its site for very-low-income individuals, including seniors and
service workers.
Every organization in Palo Alto — business, nonprofit and government — is struggling with the lack of affordable housing and
the resulting employee-recruiting and commute challenges. So before letting teacher housing become the sole focus, we’d like to see
clear evidence of need and demand and a policy discussion about
whether and why teacher housing should be a higher priority than
other subsidized housing when considering the re-purposing of
limited public property.
The value of teachers living within the community may very
well be worth making it the priority for the use of this county
property, but the public deserves a lot more analysis showing
such a plan will actually result in the desired outcome before
reaching that policy decision. Q

Spectrum
Editorials, letters and opinions

Stinkwort hard to
control

Species pose great
danger

Editor,
Good article on Dittrichia graveolens (Jan. 19, “Invasion of the
stinkwort”).
There is little hope of controlling
this invasive plant. It is common on
roadsides as you reported. Caltrans,
the responsible group, is a big organization not known for fancy
footwork. Mowing and spraying
are time-critical control elements.
It is difficult to accommodate a
variable blossoming event and a
mowing schedule — or a spraying
schedule and a rainy day or week.
Volunteers working in limited
areas can control invasives as in
Palo Alto Foothills Park. They
stoop and bend to remove the
plant and the plants’ root crown
with a trowel. Staff at Palo Alto
Baylands use a weed whip to cut
the plant off at ground level. This
allows the plant to regrow and
produce seeds. The Baylands are
a home to widespread Dittrichia.
Foothills Park has almost none.
Bob Roth
Middlefield Road, Palo Alto

Editor,
Thank you for the two relatively
recent Weekly cover stories about
invasive species. In September
2016, the Weekly sounded an
alarm about Phytophthora, a genus that comprises an especially
nasty group of pests because they
destroy plants on which we depend for food, have laid waste to
millions of iconic California native oaks and are easily spread,
sometimes even through wellintentioned restoration efforts.
Like Phytophthora, stinkwort
(Dittrichia), the plant featured in
last week’s cover story, is incredibly
difficult to control and has potential to devastate local ecosystems.
While we fret about local traffic, housing and overdevelopment, less visible and much larger

Reduce jobs, ease
housing crunch
Editor,
People keep talking about a
housing shortage. They presume
that the number of jobs is right,
and we need to balance them with
more housing. What if we have
too many jobs and the way to
achieve balance is to reduce jobs
until they match housing?
How can we decide whether we
have too many jobs or too little
housing? We can ask the people
who live here what we want.
Many people want housing to be
more affordable — with fewer
jobs it will be. Many people want
less traffic — with fewer jobs
we’ll have less.
Because of how property is
taxed and how those taxes support
public services and schools, some
people argue that we need jobs
and businesses in excess of what
we require to employ local residents. But if we take more than a
fair share of tax-generating businesses, other communities will be
left with less than a fair share.
We can learn to live within our
means. We can create balance
in our community by converting commercial space to housing.
Many agree that crowding more
buildings and people into the San
Francisco Bay Area will further
reduce our quality of life here. We
can reject that self-defeating strategy, share growth with communities that will benefit by it and make
life better for us and for them.
Jen Bayer
Oxford Avenue, Palo Alto

risks to our well-being go largely
unnoticed and unaddressed, even
after Weekly writers bring them
to our attention. Worldwide dispersal of invasive species, some
of which pose existential threats
to natives on which local ecosystem integrity depends, and to
food crops on which all of us rely,
is such a danger.
Here in our community many
seem so intoxicated with clever
technology and world trade that
we lack inclination or competence
to assess whether their benefits
truly outweigh their costs. Perhaps if we learn to make such
evaluations more accurately we’ll
be better able to address threats
like invasive species while addressing issues like traffic, housing and overdevelopment.
Hilary Bayer
Oxford Avenue, Palo Alto

WHAT DO YOU THINK?
The Palo Alto Weekly encourages comments on our coverage
or on issues of local interest.

Your opinion of letting
people who live in RVs park
in government-owned lots?
Submit letters to the editor of up to 300 words to letters@paweekly.com.
Submit guest opinions of 1,000 words to editor@paweekly.com. Include your
name, address and daytime phone number so we can reach you.
We reserve the right to edit contributions for length, objectionable content,
libel and factual errors known to us. Anonymous letters will generally not be
accepted. Submitting a letter to the editor or guest opinion constitutes a
granting of permission to the Palo Alto Weekly and Embarcadero Media to also
publish it online, including in our online archives and as a post on Town Square.
For more information contact Editor Jocelyn Dong or Editorial Assistant
Christine Lee at editor@paweekly.com or 650-326-8210.
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Arts & Entertainment
A weekly guide to music, theater, art, culture, books and more, edited by Karla Kane

through
g
Singin the silence
Mandy Harvey brings music and an
inspirational story to the JCC
by Yoshi Kato

Q: Did your AGT experience
give you fodder for your
songwriting?
A: I write music all the time.

But there was one song in
particular that came about
because of AGT called “Don’t
Let Go” that was written by
me and my whole band while
we were in L.A. on set. We are
performing that (in Palo Alto)
and it tells very much how I
was feeling at the time.
Q: And did your experience on
AGT help prepare you for the
touring life?
A: Long before AGT I was
performing and touring, but
everything has been elevated.
There really wasn’t anything
that could have prepared
me for the life change that
happened suddenly from
being on that show. But it is
a beautiful journey, and I’m
excited to see where it all
leads.
Q: Are you touring solo or
with a band?
A: I tour with my full band, and
it is a blast! We are all very
close friends, but also they are
brilliant musicians who push
me everyday to be better. And
I aim to make as much music
with them as possible!
Q: During the AGT audition,
you performed barefoot to get
a better sense of what your
bandmates were playing. How
does that dynamic work?
A: Working as a team on
stage is the core of how I

Ed Keane Associates

V

iral moments from competitive television are
often those that are tearjerkingly inspirational. Think
Susan Boyle in her “Britain’s
Got Talent” audition or Kelly
Clarkson winning the inaugural
season of “American Idol.” Singer/songwriter Mandy Harvey is
in that elite company.
While studying vocal-music
education at Colorado State University in 2006, she lost her hearing as a result of Ehlers-Danlos
syndrome (EDS, a connective
tissue disorder) and withdrew
from school. Returning to her
own music a couple of years later, she connected with jazz pianist Mark Sloniker and then began writing and performing her
own songs. Harvey’s audition for
NBC’s “America’s Got Talent”
(AGT) program was uploaded
to YouTube early last June and
has been viewed over 25 million
times. Spoiler alert: She received
a standing ovation, and judge Simon Cowell enthusiastically allotted his once-a-season “Golden
Buzzer” to Harvey, ensuring that
she’d advance to the next round.
She placed fourth overall and is
performing at the Oshman Family Jewish Community Center
in Palo Alto Sunday evening.
The Weekly reached Harvey by
email (Q&A has been lightly edited for space and style).

Singer-Songwriter Mandy Harvey will perform in Palo Alto on Jan. 28.
perform. It is a team effort.
Everyone has their moments
to shine, but each of us is
paying attention to each other
and communicating through
visual cues as well as feeling.
Specific rhythm patterns tell
me when I need to come in,
as well as head nods and eye
contact. I feel the bass in my
chest, drums through the floor
and the higher frequencies
through my skin and fingers.
I am very blessed to have my
teammates!
Q: You mentioned on the
show that visual tuners help
you see what you’re singing
and playing. How do you
incorporate those?
A: I use visual tuners daily
and constantly. My favorite is
Pano, a free app. But I work

Hate is not a small-town value
Palo Alto Players do justice to ‘The Laramie Project’
Tony Lacy-Thompson

A

re we born to hate and
fear those different from
us or is it learned? And if
it is learned, can it be unlearned?
How does a close-knit community react when a hate crime is
committed in their midst, and
how is that community changed?
These are some of the questions asked in Palo Alto Players’ production of “The Laramie
Project.”
In 1998 in the small Wyoming
town of Laramie, gay university
student Matthew Shepard was

THEATER REVIEW
brutally beaten and left to die,
tied to a fence on the outskirts
of town by Aaron McKinney and
Russell Henderson. Soon after,
Moises Kaufman took members
of the Tectonic Theater Project
to Laramie to interview people
in the town and with these interviews created a stage play, which
became “The Laramie Project.”
McKinney and Russell (played
by Dana Cordelia Morgan and
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Bradley Satterwhite) tell us that
Shepard made an unwanted pass
at them and so they decide to
rough him up. Were they brought
up to be anti-gay? Did they have
a history of violence? We’re not
told, as the play focuses on the
reactions of the community rather than the criminals (who both
received two consecutive life
sentences).
Through these vignettes, we
meet more people of Laramie.
The police chief tells us how the
town sprung up on the plains as

hard on singing and pitch as
well as pronouncing words
and speech therapy, all day,
everyday.
Q: Along with your remarkable
story, you’ve also become
known for your ukulele. Has
that always been your primary
instrument?
A: I started playing the ukulele
because I could no longer play
the guitar. Because of my EDS
my fingers couldn’t hold up to
the pressure of pressing down
on the guitar without constantly
dislocating. So I changed to
the ukulele and found a dream!
I love it with all my heart! I
do also play a bit of other
instruments, mainly piano. But I
wouldn’t say I’m a professional
at any of them.

a stop on the railroad. “A good
place to live, good people, lots
of space,” he says. He and each
of the townspeople in turn describe their shock and horror at
how anything so heinous could
be committed by anyone living in
their peaceful community.
Religion plays no small role
in middle America and we hear
at various times from Laramie’s
Catholic priest, the local Unitarian minister and the bible-beating, fire-and-brimstone preacher from Kansas who crashes
Shepard’s funeral to spread his
own brand of hate. By contrast,
the Catholic and the Unitarian
leaders are more concerned with
healing than judgment. There is
a wonderful scene at Shepard’s

Q: What’s your approach to
compiling a set list?
A: Creating set lists, we focus
on telling a story. Most of the
songs are original material and
each one is a story in itself. But
the goal is to place each song
so they have the most impact
and meaning. Q

Freelance writer Yoshi
Kato can be emailed at
yoshiyoungblood@earthlink.net.

What: Mandy Harvey in concert.
Where: Oshman Family JCC,
Schultz Cultural Arts Hall,
3921 Fabian Way, Palo Alto.
When: Sunday, Jan. 28,
at 7:30 p.m.
Cost: $25-$40.
Info: Go to paloaltojcc.org/
Events/mandy-harvey-in-concert.

funeral where a group of students dressed as angels, led by
Shepard’s friend Romaine Patterson (Roneet Aliza Rahamim),
surround the hate preacher from
Kansas, hoping to block him from
the view of Shepard’s parents. In
fact, in all the townspeople we
meet, there is hardly a trace of
homophobia, which makes the
crime even less understandable.
Sixty characters are portrayed
by just eight local Bay Area actors, yet one never feels lost, as
each character is crafted carefully and distinctly, a tribute to
director Lee Ann Payne. The set
is minimal, with just a few chairs
scattered around and some views
(continued on page 17)

Arts & Entertainment

The long ‘Road to Mecca’
Pear Theatre production ponders the
soul of an outsider artist
by Karla Kane
omething about an “eccenTHEATER REVIEW
tric” woman of a certain
age who lives on her own,
does what she pleases and shows — are all white, and while charcreative power and an indepen- acters of color living under the
dent spirit always seems to strike injustices of apartheid (the play
fear in the hearts of small-mind- is set in the 1970s) are discussed,
ed neighbors and conservative they aren’t given the chance to
townspeople. In the playwright speak for themselves (a fact that
Athol Fugard’s “The Road to Elsa actually briefly addresses).
Mecca,” the latest offering at the
As Helen grows older in her
Pear Theatre, said woman is Miss isolated home, without electricHelen, an elderly widow in the ity or running water, Marius bedesolate Karoo region of South comes concerned with her ability
Africa who, in the 15 years since to look after herself and is urgher husband’s death, has gone ing her to move into a church-run
from meek and mild churchgoer home for the aged. But is it truly
to free-spirited artist, much to Helen’s welfare that motivates
her neighbors’ chagrin. The more him or simply a desire to reign in
whimsical owls, mystical wise her nonconformist eccentricities?
men and other unusual sculptures Elsa, on the other hand, is outshe creates and displays in her raged that Helen is even considgarden, the more she becomes ering leaving behind her beloved
ostracized from her erstwhile sanctuary, abandoning her artiscommunity.
tic work and giving in to societal
Helen finds herself as the rope pressures.
in a tug of war between her old
Diane Tasca recently retired as
friend, the Rev. Marius, and her the Pear’s artistic director (sucnewer friend, a young teacher ceeded by Elizabeth Kruse Craig,
named Elsa who admires Helen’s who also directs this producartistry and bristles against the tion) but, happily, she hasn’t left
old-fashioned attitudes of Marius the Pear entirely, as she offers a
and the rest of the villagers.
lovely performance as Helen. She
Elsa and Marius represent two gives her character vulnerability
different cultures, as well as gen- and fragility but also moments
erations, from within South Af- of spark and radiance. Marius is,
rica. She’s a resident of urban, for much of the play, made out
modern Capetown, a 12-hour to be the villain, the would-be
drive away, and a descendant of squelcher of artistic expression.
British settlers. She’s a native He is certainly patronizing and
English speaker with a crisp Brit- boo-worthy when he belittles
ish accent and represents progres- Helen’s work by downplaying it
sive ideals. Marius (like Helen) is as an odd “hobby,” but John Baldan Afrikaner, descended from win brings a warmth and dignity
Dutch farming stock, speaks with to the role that helps the audience
a lilting Afrikaans accent and appreciate his perspective and his
represents old-fashioned, conser- tender feelings for Helen. Brianvative Christian values and way of na Mitchell has a tough job with
life. These three characters — the the role of Elsa, as she spends
only ones seen or heard in the play a large part of the play huffing

(continued from page 16)

over the prairie and the town.
This allows the audience to concentrate on the narrative and the
townsfolk without distraction.
Todd Wright does a masterful job as the police chief and
the Catholic priest, as well as a
52-year old man who we at first
think is going to be homophobic
but turns out to be gay himself.
He thanks Shepard for his sacrifice, saying that it will help
the LGBTQ community. Judith
Miller is wonderful as the mother
of Reggie, the local cop (played
by Dana Cordelia Morgan) who
fears she may have contracted
HIV through Shepard’s blood.
One character, a gay cowboy
played by Jeff Clarke, laments
that nothing has changed because of Shepard’s death. But in
the 20 years since, government
has acted. Although in Wyoming
a hate crime law was narrowly

Diane Tasca (foreground) as Helen discusses her artistic journey with friends Elsa (Briana Mitchell)
and Marius (John Baldwin).
and ranting at Helen (and later
Marius), speaking in generalizations (“You Afrikaners” this and
“If my friends in Capetown could
see” that) and being fairly patronizing in her own way as well. I
quite like Mitchell as an actor but
Elsa gets rather exhausting after
a while, even though her words
and ideals are righteous. When
late in the show Helen asks her to
stop screaming so much, I was in
complete agreement.
There are an awful lot of longwinded diatribes in Fugard’s
script. Because of this, and despite the appealing cast, it’s a
slow-moving and sometimes
tedious production, which takes
place entirely in one setting. The
play is a long one (two hours, 40
minutes including intermission),
and much of the entire first act
seems superfluous (things pick

up a bit once Marius shows up
to break the monotony of Helen
and Elsa bickering). There is
beauty in much of Fugard’s language but also redundancy and
heavy-handedness.
There is certainly beauty, too,
in Ting Na Wang’s scenic design
of Helen’s bohemian, candlelit,
colorful treasure box of a home,
and Ben Hemmen’s gorgeous
lighting design. The thought of
Helen leaving such an oasis for a
spartan room in an old-age home
is indeed heartbreaking.
The character is loosely based
on real-life South African outsider artist Helen Martins, whose
home and sculpture garden are
now a heritage site. At the heart
of “The Road to Mecca” is a consideration of the artistic spirit, of
how much an artist’s work can
mean to them even (or especially)

when it’s not appreciated by those
around them. Helen, whose artistic vision bloomed fairly late in
life, is loathe to give it up and desperately afraid her gifts are fading away. This theme surely resonates with any audience member
who’s felt the passion of artistic
inspiration, in any media. Though
a cumbersome play, “The Road
to Mecca,” like Miss Helen,
also proves quietly powerful.Q
Arts & Entertainment Editor
Karla Kane can be emailed at
kkane@paweekly.com.
What: “The Road to Mecca.”
Where: Pear Theatre,
1110 La Avenida St., Mountain View.
When: Thursdays-Sundays, through
Feb. 11.
Cost: $28-$32.
Info: Go to thepear.org.

defeated, and President George
W. Bush indicated he would veto
the legislation if it came to his
desk, in 2009 President Barack
Obama finally signed the Matthew Shepard and James Byrd
Jr. Hate Crimes Prevention Act
into law.
“The Laramie Project” is still
a riveting piece of theater. Brave
and uncompromising, it builds a
picture of small-town America
and a community coming to
terms with tragedy and its own
loss of innocence. Q
Freelance writer Tony LacyThompson can be emailed at
TonyLT@RegardingArts.com.
What: “The Laramie Project.”
Where: Lucie Stern Theater,
1305 Middlefield Road, Palo Alto.
When: Thursdays-Sundays,
through Feb. 4.
Cost: $28-$46 depending on
show date, seat choice and
ticket type.
Info: Go to paplayers.org.

Joyce Goldschmid

Laramie Project

Michael Craig

S

A cast of eight takes on around 60 roles in Palo Alto Players’ “The Laramie Project.”
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®

OPEN HOUSE
Saturday & Sunday, 1 - 5pm

Complimentary Refreshments

TIMELESS STYLE IN DOWNTOWN NORTH
325 Channing Avenue #310, Palo Alto
Nestled within a highly coveted location, this stylish 2 bedroom, 2.5 bath home of over 1,800 sq. ft. (per county) delights in convenient
downtown access, lush parks, and easy living. A flowing open-concept main area centers the floorplan, while the upper-level loft
provides flexibility with a full bath and office space. This secure, well-appointed complex is within strolling distance of Heritage Park,
as well as downtown recreation along popular University Avenue. Children may also stroll to top schools like Addison Elementary
(#10 Elementary School in California) and Palo Alto High (#5 High School in California), while Jordan Middle (#4 Middle School in
California) is just a bike ride away (buyer to verify eligibility).

Offered at $2,988,000

For video tour & more photos, please visit:

www.325ChanningUnit310.com
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®

OPEN HOUSE
Saturday & Sunday, 1 - 5pm

Complimentary Refreshments

FLEXIBLE LIVING AMID VERDANT SCENERY
822 Mesa Court, Palo Alto
Delighting in soaring ceilings and abundant sunlight, this bright 5 bedroom, 3.5 bath Ranch-style home of over 3,200 sq. ft. (per tax)
resides on a generous property of over 20,000 sq. ft. (per county). The breezy floorplan features style in warm and inviting gathering
areas which boast multiple points of patio access for flexible indoor-outdoor living. This choice location grants prime access to soughtafter amenities like Terman and Esther Clark Parks, while top schools such as Nixon Elementary (#9 Elementary School in California),
Terman Middle (#1 Middle School in California), and Gunn High (#1 High School in California) are all within close proximity (buyer to
verify eligibility).

Offered at $2,988,000

For video tour & more photos, please visit:

www.822Mesa.com
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Eating Out
Standout
Shanghainese
HERSHEY FELDER

Music by Piotr Ilyich Tchaikovsky
Written and Performed by Hershey Felder
Directed by Trevor Hay
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Th
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Now thru Feb 11
Mountain View Center
for the Performing Arts
theatreworks.org
650.463.1960

TheatreWorks
SILICON VALLEY

HERSHEY FELDER / COURTESY HERSHEY FELDER PRESENTS
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by Dale F. Bentson
Photos by Michelle Le
t’s not off the beaten path, exactly, yet it isn’t a place one
would just stumble upon. Chef
Zhao Kitchen is tucked into Palo
Alto’s Edgewood Plaza on West
Bayshore Road, just off Embarcadero Road and Hwy. 101.
There is an unrelated Chef
Zhao Bistro in Mountain View
that serves Szechuan-style cuisine, while Chef Zhao Kitchen
specializes in Shanghainese cuisine. Owner Jun Zhao and wife
Hong Xia, who also own Shanghai Garden in Cupertino, opened
Chef Zhao Kitchen last May. Their
Shanghainese food is delicious and
well worth seeking out.
The restaurant is divided into a
sit-down section in front, with seating for 46, and three small private
dining rooms. For those on the go,
the back of the restaurant offers a
variety of steam table eats to create
your own to-go boxes.
The dining room menu is
lengthy, and the pages were tattered. It wasn’t an encouraging
start, but everything after that was
four-star.
Shanghainese cuisine, also
known as Hu cuisine, is the youngest of China’s 10 defined regional
cuisines, though it is centuries old.
Influenced by a half dozen neighboring provinces, Shanghai’s culinary history was also inspired by
its strategic position at the mouth
of the Yangtze River. Sugar, soy
sauce, wine, rice wine and rice
vinegar are used more than in any
other regional cuisine.
During our first foray into Chef
Zhao Kitchen, we were overwhelmed by the choices and had
no idea of portion size or what
combinations went well together.

I

Tucked away but not
hidden, Chef Zhao Kitchen
serves mouth-watering
Shanghainese cuisine

No fear, an attentive waitress guided us and assured us that whatever
we ordered would be fresh and
made to order, including the noodles, which are house-made.
The wait wasn’t long. The parade of food started with steamed
xiao long bao ($7.95), a signature
dim sum dish of Shanghai. The
half dozen thin, soup-filled pork
dumplings exploded in the mouth
with a warm, soothing liquid that
teased the taste buds.
The spicy flounder fillet ($14.95)
— served in a small pot filled
with the reds, greens and oranges
of Napa cabbage, potent Sichuan
peppers, scallions and hot chili
oil — made a colorful mosaic of
flavors and aromas. I mistakenly
chewed a blazing hot Sichuan pepper and frantically waved for more

water. Happily, after a minute of
intense discomfort, my taste buds
were fully restored.
My favorite dish was the wokcooked eggplant ($10.95) with
sliced jalapeños and green bell
peppers in a syrupy soy sauce
glaze. The jalapeños tasted like
candy after that Sichuan pepper.
The soy glaze glistened with the
parquet of purple and green ingredients and the flavors were slightly
sweet, not quite caramelized, yet
meaty and earthy.
The tan tan noodles ($8.95) were
house-made, pale, but not translucent and slippery to corral with one
serving fork. The noodles cradled
ground pork, baby bok choy. and
a peanut-butter chili sauce. The
ingredients were nested — meat
over vegetables over noodles — so

Top: Palo Alto’s Chef Zhao Kitchen during a recent lunch rush.
Above, clockwise from left: Mongolian beef slices with scallions,
pan-fried dumplings, tan tan noodles and xiao long bao.

Eating Out

Worried about your aging
parents during the day?
Enroll them in our adult day care
and they’ll receive:
• Transportation
• Physical therapy
• Nutritious lunches
• Group Exercise
• Socializing
• Engaging activities
We accept Long Term
Care Insurance, VA,
Medi-Cal and offer
a sliding scale for
private pay.

Staffer Jessica Liang preps takeout orders at Chef Zhao Kitchen.
diners could take more or less of
any ingredient. The peanut-butter
chili sauce had just enough zing to
energize the dish without making
it too fiery.
The thick, wok-fried salt-andpepper calamari ($11.95) with
sliced onion and jalapeño was
light, airy and tasted like squid,
not saturated oil. No sauce is necessary, although the restaurant
serves a light, sweet rice vinegar
sauce on the side.
The pork-filled potstickers
($8.95) were the perfect pan-fried
dumpling with golden brown,
crisp-fried bottoms and skins that
were springy and chewy but not
doughy. The potstickers were more
elongated than crescent-shaped —
less plump, but just as enticing. In
Shanghai, potstickers are street
food, often eaten for breakfast. I
could do that.
Mongolian beef slices ($13.95)
were intertwined with onions,

scallions, dried red chilies and a
hot black sauce, somewhat similar to a hoisin sauce. The beef
was fork tender with clean, lean
flavors. The onion added a sweet
crunch, the scallions gave color
and the black sauce was just
enough to bind the ingredients
without upstaging the beef.
Thick stir-fried noodles ($9.25)
were woven with spinach, chunks
of Napa cabbage and shredded
pork and bound with a brown
sauce. The noodles were fat and
dense (twice as thick as Italian bucatini) and easier to handle than the
tan tan noodles. They were fresh,
malleable and delicious.
Chef Zhao Kitchen is not undiscovered; the place is usually
packed, so go early. Now that I’ve
figured out how to get to get there,
I will be going back. It’s easy, once
you’ve done it. Q
Freelancer writer Dale Bentson can
be emailed at dfbentson@gmail.com.

Chef Zhao Kitchen
2180 Bayshore Road #120,
Palo Alto; 650-485-2221;
chefzhaokitchen.com
Hours: Lunch, 11:30 a.m. to
2:30 p.m.; Dinner, 5-9:30 p.m.
Reservations



Credit cards
Happy hour




Takeout
Children
Outdoor
seating

Visit us at www.avenidas.org/care • Call us today at
(650) 289-5499 to schedule a free visiting day!

Alcohol: beer and
wine
Parking: lot
Noise level:
moderate
Bathroom
Cleanliness:
Good

Correction

The Jan. 19 story “Distilling
memories” incorrectly stated
that Dariusz Paczuski’s father
is Norwegian. He is Polish. To
request a clarification or correction, contact Editor Jocelyn
Dong at jdong@paweekly.com,
650-326-8210 or P.O. Box
1610, Palo Alto 94302. Q

Absolutely Amazing...

❝

STEVE GRAY was an absolutely

amazing real estate agent for the sale of my home
in Woodside! He helped me from beginning to
the end, which included bringing in a crew of
experts who beautifully got my home ready for
the market. Also, his pricing, marketing and
advertising strategies obviously worked because
my home sold in 4 days…I would recommend
Steve to anyone looking to sell or buy a home!

❝

– L.S. Woodside, Zillow Review

(★ ★ ★ ★ ★ = Highly likely to recommend)*
*Steve Gray's Zillow Rating

STEVEGRAY
CalBRE# 01498634

650-743-7702
sgray@cbnorcal.com

Steve was born in
Menlo Park, raised in
Atherton, and is a
Woodside resident.

www.PaloAltoOnline.com • Palo Alto Weekly • January 26, 2018 • Page 21

4

ACADEMY AWARD NOMINATIONS
®

BEST PICTURE
INCLUDING

BEST ACTOR
TIMOTHÉE CHALAMET

THE BEST PICTURE OF THE YEAR
LOS ANGELES FILM CRITICS ASSOCIATION

GOTHAM AWARDS

Movies

VERY REAL

LOCAL NEWS
Join today:

SupportLocalJournalism.org
WWW.SONYCLASSICS.COM

NOW
PLAYING

PALO ALTO
CINÉARTS
@ PALO ALTO SQUARE
3000 El Camino Real
cinemark.com

REDWOOD CITY
CENTURY REDWOOD
DOWNTOWN 20
825 Middleﬁeld Rd
cinemark.com

THE CREATIVE WRITING PROGRAM AT STANFORD UNIVERSITY
presents

The Mohr Visiting Poet
Louise Glück
Reading
W E D N E S DAY , J A N U A RY 31, 2018, 8:00 PM
B E C H TE L C O N F E R E N C E C E N TE R , E N C I N A H A L L , 616 S E R R A S T R E E T ,
S TA N F O R D U N I VE R S I T Y
Photo © Katherine Wolkoff

“[O]ne of the purest and most accomplished lyric poets now writing.” - Robert Hass

FREE AND OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

INFORMATION: 650.723.0011

1996-98 AccuSoft Inc.

VIEW THE TRAILER AT WWW.CALLMEBYYOURNAME.COM

Frances McDormand plays a mother who takes on the police
department after her daughter’s murder remains unsolved.

Frances McDormand heats up ‘Ebbing, Missouri’
With Golden Globe wins for
“Best Motion Picture — Drama,”
“Best Screenplay,” “Best Actress
— Drama” and “Best Supporting
Actor — Drama,” and seven Oscar
nominations, Martin McDonagh’s
“Three Billboards Outside Ebbing,
Missouri” is among the most-talked
about front-runners this Oscar season. Frances McDormand stars as
Mildred Hayes, the soul-scarred
mother of a teenage girl raped
and murdered seven months before the film begins. Roiling with
righteous fury, Mildred hatches a
plan to push for justice in the unsolved case: She pays for three
billboards shaming the Ebbing,

HTTP://CREATIVEWRITING.STANFORD.EDU

Sponsored by Stanford University Creative Writing Program

Missouri, police department. The
movie, which has proven increasingly controversial and divisive,
traffics in the institutional failures
plaguing American police departments and their communities,
making pointed reference to the injustices suffered by black citizens.
The movie wickedly entertains
and provokes, partly with shocking violence and political incorrectness, and partly in reckoning
with the emotions behind America’s civil violence.
Rated R for violence, language
throughout, and some sexual references. One hour, 55 minutes. Read
the full review online at PaloAltoonline.com.
— Peter Canavese

1/2 (Century 20 & Aquarius)

000

MOVIES NOW SHOWING
Century 16: Fri. - Sun.

12 Strong (R)

Call Me by Your Name (R) ++++
Palo Alto Square: Fri. - Sun.

Century 16: Fri. - Sun.

Coco (PG) +++1/2

Century 20: Fri. - Sun.

Century 16: Fri. - Sun.

The Commuter (PG-13)

Century 20: Fri. - Sun.

Century 16: Fri. - Sun.

Darkest Hour (PG-13)

Century 20: Fri. - Sun.

Century 20: Fri. - Sun.

Den of Thieves (R)

Duck Soup (1933) (Not Rated)
Dunkirk (PG-13) +++1/2
Ferdinand (PG)

Century 20: Fri. - Sun.

Century 20: Fri. - Sun.

Stanford Theatre: Sat. & Sun.

Century 20: Fri. - Sun.

Century 20: Fri. - Sun.
Century 16: Fri. - Sun.

Get Out (R) +++1/2

The Greatest Showman (PG)

Century 16: Fri. - Sun.

Century 20: Fri. - Sun.

Hostiles (R)

Century 16: Fri. - Sun.

Century 20: Fri. - Sun.

I, Tonya (R)

Century 16: Fri. - Sun.

Century 20: Fri. - Sun.

It’s a Gift (1934) (Not Rated)

Stanford Theatre: Sat. & Sun.
Century 16: Fri. - Sun.

Jumanji: Welcome to the Jungle (PG-13)
Century 20: Fri. - Sun.
Lady Bird (R) +++1/2

Aquarius Theatre: Fri. - Sun.

Maze Runner: The Death Cure (PG-13)
Century 20: Fri. - Sun.
Molly’s Game (R) +++
Paddington 2 (PG)

Century 20: Fri. - Sun.

Century 16: Fri. - Sun.

Padmaavat (Not Rated)

The Shape of Water (R)

Century 20: Fri. - Sun.

Century 16: Fri. - Sun.

Phantom Thread (R) +++1/2
The Post (PG-13) ++1/2

Century 20: Fri. - Sun.

Century 16: Fri. - Sun.

Century 20: Fri. - Sun.

Century 16: Fri. - Sun.
Century 20: Fri. - Sun.

Star Wars: The Last Jedi (PG-13) +++1/2
Century 20: Fri. - Sun.

Guild Theatre: Fri. - Sun.

Century 20: Fri. - Sun.
Palo Alto Square: Fri. - Sun.

Century 16: Fri. - Sun.

Three Billboards Outside Ebbing, Missouri (R)
Century 20: Fri. - Sun.

Aquarius Theatre: Fri. - Sun.

Aquarius: 430 Emerson St., Palo Alto
(For recorded listings: 327-3241) tinyurl.com/Aquariuspa
Century Cinema 16: 1500 N. Shoreline Blvd., Mountain View
tinyurl.com/Century16
Century 20 Downtown: 825 Middlefield Road, Redwood City
tinyurl.com/Century20
CineArts at Palo Alto Square: 3000 El Camino Real, Palo Alto
(For information: 493-0128) tinyurl.com/Pasquare
Guild: 949 El Camino Real, Menlo Park
(For recorded listings: 566-8367) tinyurl.com/Guildmp
Stanford Theatre: 221 University Ave., Palo Alto
(For recorded listings: 324-3700) Stanfordtheatre.org
Find trailers, star ratings and reviews on the web
at PaloAltoOnline.com/movies
+ Skip it ++ Some redeeming qualities +++ A good bet ++++ Outstanding
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Home&Real Estate

OPEN HOME GUIDE 31
Also online at PaloAltoOnline.com

A weekly guide to home, garden and real estate news, edited by Elizabeth Lorenz

Home Front
SCAM UTILITY CALLS ...
The City of Palo Alto has been
receiving reports about fraudulent
phone calls from scammers
posing as employees from the
City of Palo Alto Utilities (CPAU).
The callers tell people that their
accounts are past due and their
power will be shut off unless they
make an immediate payment. The
scammers also may use various
official-sounding credentials.
When customers have not paid
their bills, the utilities department
sends out multiple written
warnings before turning off
power. Palo Alto provides its own
utility services for residents and
businesses, so if someone claims
to be from PG&E and demands a
payment, the call is not legitimate.
The city recommends that anyone
who receives a scam phone call
like this should note the caller’s
number, hang up and contact the
Palo Alto Police Department at
650-329-2413.
LEARN HEALTHY COOKING ...
The Palo Alto Adult School will
offer a one-session course on
cooking weeknight meals on
Thursday, Feb. 8. Instructor
Michelle Greenebaum, a nutrition
consultant, will teach you how to
get healthy home-cooked meals
on the table faster and share
various cooking techniques and
knife skills that simplify meal
preparation. Menu options will
include maple miso salmon,
winter-veggie chopped salad and
a fruit dessert. The class will be
from 6:30-9 p.m. at Palo Alto
High School, Room 103,
50 Embarcadero Road, Palo Alto.
Cost is $60. To register, go to
bit.ly/healthyweeknightmeals.
FARM OPEN HOUSE ... If you’ve
been thinking about subscribing
to a community-supported
agriculture program, check out
Hidden Villa’s farm open house
on Saturday, Feb. 17, from
10 a.m. to 1 p.m. Meet farmers,
register to be a shareholder for
the 2018 Community Supported
Agriculture Program and check
out farm items for sale including
flowers, pork, chicken, lamb and
eggs. To assure a parking spot,
pre-register at bit.ly/HiddenVilla
FarmRegistration.
Send notices of news and events related
to real estate, interior design, home
improvement and gardening to Home
Front, Palo Alto Weekly, P.O. Box 1610,
Palo Alto, CA 94302, or email elorenz@
paweekly.com. Deadline is one week
before publication.

READ MORE ONLINE

PaloAltoOnline.com

There are more real estate features
online. Go to PaloAltoOnline.com/
real_estate.
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Root vegetables like these radishes can begin to grow now and be harvested by mid-April. A digging fork (far right) is an essential tool for
loosening your backyard soil before you add compost and fertilizer. All images courtesy of PhotoSpin and Thinkstock.
t’s 35 degrees out in the morning, bare twigs
and mud highlight most of our backyards,
and the ground is cold and damp — but
if you plant some vegetable seeds now, you
could have salad by April.
Palo Alto master gardener Candace Simpson will teach a six-week adult school class
starting Monday, Feb. 5, on how to take advantage of this “between” season to grow carrots,
lettuce, scallions and other winter veggies.
“A lot of people know about planting in September,” Simpson said, “but you can also plant
in February and March. The spring season is
one people tend to ignore, but it’s a great time.
The days are getting longer (which means more
light for plants). It’s a short season, but you can
still get a lot.”
The list of possibilities is long. There are
root vegetables: carrots, beets, turnips, radishes
and scallions. Then there are “leafy cooking
greens,” as Simpson calls them: lettuce, arugula,
kale, collard greens, spinach, cilantro, parsley
and chard. She warns that broccoli and cauliflower take too long to grow so these aren’t a
good option now.
If you get seedlings, that gives you about
a four-week head start over seeds. If you are
planting seeds, Simpson advises adding compost and a fertilizer high in nitrogen to your
soil, especially if it’s an area where you’ve
never grown anything. Examples of such fertilizer are soy or cottonseed meal (7 to 8 percent nitrogen), or alfalfa meal.
Don’t try to plant everything.
Pick several vegetables
you know your household will eat.
“If your family likes kale,
plant kale.
There’s nothing like pulling carrots
out of the
ground for

I

kids,” Simpson said. The tops should be about
a foot tall, and “you can put your fingers in
the soil to feel the ‘shoulders’” of the carrots
to see if they’re big enough or just pick them
as babies.
Follow packet directions but generally you
want to dig down with your finger about three
times’ the diameter of the seed. Pat soil over
the top and lightly water.
Lettuce and carrot seeds are relatively small
and get planted in shallow soil. Simpson suggests dragging your finger along the soil to
create a “row” then placing seeds one by one,
poking them down. Then put soil back over
them. A pea seed should be poked down about
two inches or so. There needs to be good contact with the seed coat and the soil to allow
the seed coat to absorb water and soften. Mark
rows with Popsicle sticks or old plant labels.
Many vegetables need to be thinned as they
grow, and one way to save yourself time is to
make sure to plant only one seed in each hole
and follow the seed packet’s directions for
spacing them.
Look out for weeds.
“A weed is a weed because it’s a highly successful plant in bad conditions,” Simpson said.
At first, you may not be able to tell the difference between your sprouts and weeds. The row
labels will help, as will the seed packets that
should have pictures of the sprouts. Pull weeds
as you see them, but know this: Radishes and
turnips, as well as broccoli and cauliflower,
are from the brassica family, which produces
50 percent of all weeds, she said.
Be patient. The soil is cold right now so
sprouting may take longer than the packet
said. If there are enough sunny days to warm
your soil, you can be harvesting vegetables by
mid-April.
If you choose to plant in a container, the
rule of thumb is to change about 1/3 of the
soil annually so that within three years the
soil is fresh. If you are planting directly into
the ground, invest in a digging fork, Simpson

said, which is a tool with four fork-like
prongs on the end of a shovel handle.
Dig down a foot or so. “You’re loosening, not rototilling,” Simpson said.
If you have clay soil and you can’t get
the shovel in deeper than 6 inches, the
ground might be too dry. If the shovel
goes all the way in but the soil is heavy
and sticky, then it is too wet.
If the top six inches break up nicely,
you could just amend that much with a
layer of compost (about 1- to 2-inches
thick, mixed in) and plant. Try lettuce,
chard, cilantro and radishes. If the
next 6 inches of soil looks dry, you
can water it yourself as it will take
a while for rain to get down that far.
Dig after a rain. Be sure to clear
the area of snails or use
iron phosphate (a nontoxic organically acceptable substance) to
repel them. The new
vegetable sprouts, she
points out, are “one
bite” for a snail.
“I think going
out and looking
every day is a
good thing,” she
said. The soil needs to be
damp and loose enough for a sprout to
break through. When the sprouts come up,
you’ll know the root has already gone down.
Give the sprouts a light misting every day.
Her last bit of advice? “Take a chance.”
For more information from master gardeners, go to bit.ly/MasterGardenersTips.
To register for the adult school winter
gardening class, go to bit.ly/AdultWinter
GardeningClass. Q
Elizabeth Lorenz is the Home and
Real Estate Editor at the Palo Alto
Weekly. She can be emailed at elorenz@
embarcaderopublishing.com.
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Home & Real Estate

OPEN SAT & SUN 1:30 - 4:30

BUILDING PERMITS

29 ALVERNO CT, REDWOOD CITY

A listing of building projects approved by the city of
Palo Alto.
4150 Old Adobe Road Replace water heater
3000 El Camino Real, Suite #200 Use and occupancy only, “Technicolor USA,” (1006 sf)
1010 Corporation Way Crown Castle: ballasted
wireless facility. 45-foot pole with three antennas,
nine radios and two raycaps. 200 service for wireless facility
836 Seale Ave.Replace furnace
325 Lytton Ave. Electric for two new halo illuminated wall signs on southeast side of building.
850 Webster St. Revise electrical circuiting of
emergency standby power served by diesel generator.
526 Addison Ave. Demolish existing garage (400sf)
735 Homer Ave. New detached carport (176 sf
from post to post) . $5,112.
656 Greer Road Install residential electric vehicle
charger, 50-amp dedicated circuit.
733 Homer Ave. Remodel to cottage number 1.(65
sf). Remove a portion of the attached garage and
create a laundry room and storage area. Laundry

room to discharge to landscaping as graywater
system. $10,780.
526 Addison Ave. New detached accessory dwelling unit (400 sf). undergrounding electrical service,
upgrading gas service, replace sewer. $180,000.
728 Layne Court Replace existing furnace.
3201 Hillview Ave. Revision includes buidling A,
level 2, 37,000 sf interior remodel throughout. No
structural changes. Various electrical, mechanical,
plumbing modifications.
3078 Stelling Drivc Install aluminum roof-mounted
patio cover (264 sf) located on rear of house. Includes electrical for lighting/fan. $12,122.88. 3065
Middlefield Road, Unit #203. Remodel two bathrooms (90 sf), kitchen remodel (90 sf). $18,192.
761 De Soto Drive Deconstruction of single-family
residence with attached garage (2400 sf).
3606 Lupine Ave. Replace one patio door with retrofit vinyl patio door. $2,278.
450 Olive Ave. Residential remodel of kitchen (320
sf). Install two new windows, replace one with a
new bay window. Scope of work includes service
upgrade to 200 amps. $70,000.
879 Rorke Way Replace existing window in living
room and existing entry door. $2,900.

OFFERED AT $1,699,000
EXCLUSIVE GATED COMMUNITY
®

Tennis court and swimming pool set between golf course and open space with
hiking trails. Easy access to Woodside, 280 and Canada College (classes, 2 pools &
new 85,000 sf kinesiology and wellness center under construction).
This corner townhome with inner courtyard enjoys a lovely ﬂoor plan, large
rooms with vaulted ceilings. Den/possible 3rd bedroom. Two private patio areas
surrounded lush, mature landscaping. Raised beds/large vegetable garden.
Potential to build fence for added privacy... Feels like a private retreat!

The DeLeon Difference®
J ENNY P OLLOCK
650.867.0609
LICENSE # 01215021

650.543.8500
www.deleonrealty.com
650.543.8500 | www.deleonrealty.com | DeLeon Realty CalBRE #01903224

Mid-Century Modern Stunner with Spectacular Views
in Close-In Los Altos Hills! Palo Alto schools
12698 La Cresta Drive, Los Altos Hills
5 Beds | 3 Baths | Home ± 3,815 SF | Lot ± 1.187 Acres (51,722 SF) | $4,380,000
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Rare opportunity to move right into
a bright, spacious modern home in Los Altos
Hills with breathtaking Bay and Western Hill
Views yet minutes to Downtown Los Altos,
Palo Alto and Stanford. Plenty of flat space
and usable land. Move right in or expand/
remodel to create your dream estate!
Outstanding Palo Alto schools.

View Virtual Tour at 12698lacresta.com

STEPHANIE SAVIDES
Broker/Owner/J.D.

Cell: (650) 464-3581
stephanie.savides@gmail.com
savidesrealestate.com
BRE#01177101 Menlo Park, CA
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Work with the #1 team in California!* List your home with

DeLeon Realty

DeLeon Realty will cover all of the following
at no additional charge:
Staging** | Property Inspection | Pest Inspection
Our clients love the personal attention they receive from the DeLeon Team, from beginning to end.
Additionally you will receive a suite of free services from the DeLeon Team, including interior design,
construction consulting, handyman work, and dedicated marketing to local and foreign buyers.
* Rankings per REAL Trends/Wall Street Journal, released June 2017 **Includes: Design, Installation, 1 Month of Furniture Rental and Removal

®

650.488.7325

|

www.DELEONREALTY.com

|

DeLeon Realty CalBRE #01903224
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Giving close
goes far
RAVENSWOOD EDUCATION FOUNDATION
Imagine if all children, on both sides of Highway 101, received the same great
education. The Ravenswood Education Foundation’s (REF) mission is to ensure
equitable and high-quality educational opportunities for all students in the K-8
Ravenswood City School District in eastern Menlo Park and East Palo Alto.
Our approach is unique. We work side-by-side with Ravenswood leaders and bring
together community partners, concerned citizens and over 600 volunteers to make a
difference in the school day for every one of the district’s 3000 students and teachers.
7MRGI6)*´W½RERGMEPMRZIWXQIRXLEWIRWYVIHXLEX6EZIRW[SSHWGLSSPWRS[
have art and music teachers, science labs and Makerspaces, mental health counselors,
summer school, professional development and much more that provide students with
consistent, equitable opportunities year after year.

HERE
FOR
GOOD.

Join us! Visit www.ravenswoodef.org.

TM

1% for Good provides grants to local organizations that are active in improving our
communities. Sereno Group Palo Alto will be supporting Ravenswood Education Foundation
from January to March 2018.

WWW.SERENOGROUP.COM/ONEPERCENT
PALO ALTO // LOS ALTOS // LOS GATOS // NORTHPOINT LOS GATOS
SARATOGA // WILLOW GLEN // WESTSIDE SANTA CRUZ // SANTA CRUZ // APTOS
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®

OPEN HOUSE
Saturday & Sunday, 1 - 5pm

Complimentary Refreshments

BI-LEVEL LUXURY WITH DRAMATIC BACKYARD
1275 Windimer Drive, Los Altos
Old World glamour infuses this home with warmth and elegance. Boasting 5 bedrooms, 4.5 baths, and an office, this bi-level residence of
over 3,700 sq. ft. (per tax) rests on a generous property of nearly 18,000 sq. ft. (per county), and offers richly appointed spaces that permit
effortless living with upscale style. Two fireplaces, soaring ceilings, archways, and art niches lend character to the palatial interior. The
astonishing backyard retreat enjoys a pristine pool with a spa, plus multiple terraces with a fire-pit and a barbecue. This incredible location
offers prime access to easy commuting along Interstate 280, while children may stroll to highly rated Cupertino schools, such as Montclair
Elementary (buyer to verify eligibility).

Offered at $3,988,000

For video tour & more photos, please visit:

www.1275WindimerDrive.com
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SILICON VALLEY TOP AGENTS
TOP AGENTS BY VOLUME

#1 AGENT BY VOLUME

#1 TEAM BY VOLUME

Michael Dreyfus
650.485.3476
CalBRE 01121795

The Campi Group
650.917.2433
CalBRE 00600311

Chris Iverson
Susie Dews
Colleen Foraker
Shena Hurley
Omar Kinaan
650.450.0450
650.302.2639
650.380.0085
650.575.0991
650.776.2828
CalBRE 01349099 CalBRE 01152002 CalBRE 00781220 CalBRE 01723115 CalBRE 01708130

Gloria Young
Annette Smith
Todd Zebb
Brian Ayer
Dawn Thomas
Barbara Curley
Mary Jo McCarthy
Susan Tanner
650.380.9918
650.766.9429
650.823.3292
650.242.2473
650.701.7822
650.861.2488
650.400.6364
650.255.7372
CalBRE 01870281 CalBRE 01460529 CalBRE 01354295 CalBRE 01736865 CalBRE 01837664 CalBRE 01895672 CalBRE 01180954 CalBRE 01324423

Lisa Keith
Helen Ferrari
Ella Liang
Tom Martin
Lana Tsarikaeva
David Gray
Lucy Berman
Marian Bennett
650.703.8644
650.722.1065
408.656.9816
408.314.2830
650.440.1731
650.773.1271
650.208.8824
650.678.1108
CalBRE 01413627 CalBRE 01463986 CalBRE 00882247 CalBRE 00807118 CalBRE 01272381 CalBRE 01933960 CalBRE 01959509 CalBRE 01363266

TOP AGENTS BY TRANSACTIONS
#1 AGENT BY
TRANSACTIONS
Michael Dreyfus The Campi Group Colleen Foraker
Chris Iverson
Annette Smith
Dawn Thomas
Brian Ayer
Omar Kinaan
650.485.3476
650.917.2433
650.450.0450
650.380.0085
650.766.9429
650.701.7822
650.242.2473
650.776.2828
CalBRE 01870281 CalBRE 01723115 CalBRE 01708130 CalBRE 01121795 CalBRE 00600311 CalBRE 01349099 CalBRE 01460529 CalBRE 01180954
* Source: 2017 Top Producers | GoldenGateSIR.com | Each Office is Independently Owned and Operated.
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Sold!

205 Walter Hays Drive, Palo Alto
X

Highest price per Sq. Ft
in Green Gables in 2017

X

Ready for market in 5
days

X

Sold in 3 days

X

Closed in 1 week

X

Generated 7 all cash
offers

X

Sold over winter holidays

What your neighbors are saying
“Leika and Arti truly are the Dynamic Duo!
They undertook a crazy (some might have
said impossible) timeline with grace and
aplomb, never once doubting they could work
effectively on our behalf but always ensuring
we knew what the road ahead held for us. And,
our outcome was beyond our expectations.
Their professionalism and intelligence is
unparalleled, and as an added bonus, they are
willing to share their knowledge which was a
welcome surprise! We have already told friends
they should talk with Arti and Leika who will be
at the ready when needed. What a pair – thanks
to them both for taking care of our entire family
throughout an emotional process.”
– K and A

Arti Miglani

650.804.6942
License# 01150085
amiglani@apr.com
www.ArtiMiglani.com

Leika Kejriwal

650.218.5345
License# 00942482
leika@apr.com
www.leika.apr.com
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COLDWELL BANKER
Woodside | 4/4.5 | $13,500,000
1250 Canada Road
Approx. 5 acs in Central Woodside, working
equestrian center. Fantastic Woodside Value

Woodside | 5/5.5 | $8,900,000
Sat/Sun 1 - 4 135 Farm Rd
Classic estate on 4+ acres w/ equestrian
facilities, pool and tennis court 135Farm.com

Woodside | 4/4.5 | $8,495,000
Sun 1 - 4 3970 Woodside Rd
Custom home on approx 2 acres w/ vineyard,
vast lawns & next to Wunderlich Park.

Atherton | 5/3.5 | $5,988,000
Sun 1 - 4 157 Watkins Ave
Beautifully remodeled 1-level home w/ resort-like
backyard. Nearly 1 acre on a private lot

Sean Foley 650.851.2666
CalRE #00870112

Ginny Kavanaugh 650.851.1961
CalRE #00884747

Erika Demma 650.851.2666
CalRE #01230766

Hossein Jalali 650.324.4456
CalRE #01215831

Central Menlo | 3/2.5 | $4,250,000
Sat/Sun 1 - 4 355 Olive St
Built in 2008 w/premium ﬁnishes, this stunner has
open ﬂoor plan, high ceilings, furniture grade cabinets
& lush gardens. Great location & MP schools
Elaine White 650.324.4456
CalRE #01182467

Lindenwood Area | 5/3 | $3,998,000
Sat/Sun 1 - 4 272 Greenoaks Dr
Great opportunity to remodel and move-in or
build new on this 40,000+/- sq ft property!

Portola Valley | 5/3.5 | $3,495,000
Sun 1:30 - 4:30 900 Wayside Rd
Stunning views across SF Bay from Mt. Diablo to
Black Mountain!www.900wayside.com

Palo Alto | 3/2 | $2,895,000
Sat/Sun 1 - 4 1879 Hamilton Ave
Pristine, tree-lined street in prime, Green Gable.
Open ﬂoor plan & Top PA schools.

Doug Gonzalez 650.324.4456
CalRE #00895924

Jean & Chris Isaacson 650.851.2666
CalRE #00542342

Hanna Shacham 650.324.4456
CalRE #01073658

THIS IS HOME
This where love is a
constant, Valentines are
crafted and candy hearts
are always welcomed.

Woodside | 4/3.5 | $2,850,000
Sun 1 - 4 580 Old La Honda Rd
Custom-built home on 9.5+ acres with splendid
views is worth the drive – 580OldLaHonda.com
Ginny Kavanaugh 650.851.1961
CalRE #00884747

Coldwell Banker.
Where home begins.

#ThisIsHome

Portola Valley | $1,500,000
501 Wayside
Great building opportunity in Portola Valley.
1.5+ Acre buildable, sunny lot with views!
Jim Milton 650.851.2666
CalRE #01833221

ColdwellBankerHomes.com

COLDWELLBANKERHOMES.COM
Californiahome.me

cbcalifornia

cb_california

cbcalifornia

coldwellbanker

Real estate agents afﬁliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor agents and are not employees of the Company. The property information herein is derived from various sources that may include, but not be limited to, county records and the
Multiple Listing Service, and it may include approximations. Although the information is believed to be accurate, it is not warranted and you should not rely upon it without personal veriﬁcation. ©2018 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker
ResidentialBrokeragefullysupportstheprinciplesoftheFairHousingActandtheEqualOpportunityAct.OwnedbyasubsidiaryofNRTLLC.ColdwellBankerandtheColdwellBankerLogoareregisteredservicemarksownedbyColdwellBankerRealEstateLLC. CalRE##01908304
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PALO ALTO WEEKLY OPEN HOMES
UNLESS OTHERWISE NOTED, ALL TIMES ARE 1:30-4:30 PM
144 Lowell Av
Sat/Sun 1-5 Alain Pinel Realtors

ATHERTON
5 Bedrooms
40 Selby Ln
Sat/Sun
Coldwell Banker
157 Watkins Ave
Sun 1-4
Coldwell Banker
272 Greenoaks Dr
Sat/Sun 1-4 Coldwell Banker

$4,900,000
324-4456
$5,988,000
324-4456
$3,998,000
324-4456

LOS ALTOS
5 Bedrooms
1275 Windimer Dr
Sat/Sun 1-5
Deleon Realty

$3,988,000
543-8500

LOS ALTOS HILLS

$2,498,000
323-1111

5 Bedrooms
822 Mesa Ct
Sat/Sun 1-5
Deleon Realty

$2,988,000
543-8500

SVLuxRE.com

Arthur Sharif & Associates
Silicon Valley Luxury Home Specialists

7 Bedrooms
151 Kellogg Ave
$6,350,000
Sat/Sun 2-4
Golden Gate Sotheby’s International Realty
380-9918

PORTOLA VALLEY
5 Bedrooms
900 Wayside Rd
Sun
Coldwell Banker

$3,495,000
851-2666

6 Bedrooms

5 Bedrooms
13505 Burke Rd
Sat/Sun 1-5
Deleon Realty

$5,988,000
543-8500

12698 La Cresta Dr
$4,380,000
Sun
Stephanie Savides, Broker 464-3581

REDWOOD CITY

MENLO PARK

2 Bedrooms - Attached

3 Bedrooms
355 Olive St
Sat/Sun 1-4 Coldwell Banker

135 Willowbrook Dr
$6,550,000
Sun
Golden Gate Sotheby’s International Realty
644-3474

$4,250,000
324-4456

29 Alverno Ct
$1,699,000
Sat/Sun Pacific Union International 314-7200

WOODSIDE

5 Bedrooms
625 Hobart St
Sat 1-3
Coldwell Banker

$5,800,000
324-4456

PALO ALTO
2 Bedrooms - Condo
325 Channing Av
Sat/Sun 1-5
Deleon Realty

$2,988,000
543-8500

3 Bedrooms

4 Bedrooms
310 Kings Mountain Rd
$12,995,000
Sun
Alain Pinel Realtors
529-1111
3970 Woodside Rd
$8,495,000
Sun 1-4
Coldwell Banker
851-2666
580 Old La Honda Rd
$2,850,000
Sun 1-4
Coldwell Banker
851-1961

5 Bedrooms

1879 Hamilton Ave
Sat/Sun 1-4 Coldwell Banker

EXPLORE OUR
MAPS, HOMES FOR
SALE, OPEN HOMES,
VIRTUAL TOURS,
PHOTOS, PRIOR
SALE INFO,
NEIGHBORHOOD
GUIDES ON
PaloAltoOnline.com/
real_estate

$2,895,000
324-4456

135 Farm Rd
Sat/Sun 1-4 Coldwell Banker

$8,900,000
851-1961

WENDI

Selig Aimonetti

6HUYLQJWKH3HQLQVXOD6LQFH

K NOWLEDGEABLE
& E XPERIENCED
650-465-5602
DRE:

01001476

WWW.WENDISELIG.COM

650.283.8379
xjiang@apr.com

Iconic Modern Masterpiece
Los Altos Hills | Offered at $18,000,000
Designed by renowned “Starchectect” Robert Swatt
Finest Materials and Craftsmanship
Private, adjacent to 3,000 acre park

MoraModern.com

License #01961451
Speaks Japanese & Chinese Fluently
Serving Palo Alto, Los Altos and Menlo Park
2017 Palo Alto Transaction +$32Million

EXPERTISE • INTEGRITY • DILIGENCE

2 017-2

8
01

हૈ ӊ/$#
Broker Associate
15 Years of Proven Results
m: 650.687.7388
sophie@apr.com
SophieTsang.com
LICENSE# 01399145

Serving Menlo Park, Palo Alto, Atherton, Woodside, Portola Valley, Los Altos Hills,
& exceptional properties throughout the Peninsula

SVLuxRE.com
650.804.4770 | arthur@svluxre.com | CalBRE# 01481940

© MMXVIII Sotheby’s International Realty, Inc. All Rights Reserved. Sotheby’s International Realty and the Sotheby’s International Realty logo are registered (or unregistered) service marks used with permission. Operated by Sotheby’s
International Realty, Inc. Real estate agents aﬃliated with Sotheby’s International Realty, Inc. are independent contractor sales associates and are not employees of Sotheby’s International Realty, Inc. Equal housing opportunity.
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Marketplace
PLACE
AN AD
ONLINE
fogster.com

E-MAIL
ads@fogster.com

P
 HONE

650.326.8216
Now you can log on to
fogster.com, day or night
and get your ad started
immediately online.
Most listings are free and
include a one-line free
print ad in our Peninsula
newspapers with the
option of photos and
additional lines. Exempt
are employment ads,
which include a web
listing charge. Home
Services and Mind & Body
Services require contact
with a Customer Sales
Representative.

fogster.com

TM

THE PENINSULA’S
FREE CLASSIFIEDS WEB SITE
Combining the reach of the Web with
print ads reaching over 150,000 readers!

fogster.com is a unique web site offering FREE postings from communities throughout the Bay Area and
an opportunity for your ad to appear in the Palo Alto Weekly, The Almanac and the Mountain View Voice.

Bulletin
Board
115 Announcements
DID YOU KNOW
7 IN 10 Americans or 158 million U.S.
Adults read content from newspaper
media each week? Discover the Power
of Newspaper Advertising. For a free
brochure call 916-288-6011 or email
cecelia@cnpa.com (Cal-SCAN)
DID YOU KNOW
144 million U.S. Adults read a Newspaper
print copy each week? Discover the
Power of Newspaper Advertising. For a
free brochure call 916-288-6011 or email
cecelia@cnpa.com (Cal-SCAN)

Fogster.com
THE PENINSULA’S FREE
CLASSIFIEDS WEBSITE

DID YOU KNOW
Information is power and content is
King? Do you need timely access to
public notices and remain relevant
in today’s hostile business climate?
Gain the edge with California News
Publishers Association new innovative
website capublicnotice.com and check
out the FREE One-Month Trial Smart
Search Feature. For more information
call Cecelia @ (916) 288-6011 or
www.capublicnotice.com (Cal-SCAN)

PAID IN ADVANCE!
Make $1000 A Week Mailing Brochures
From Home! No Experience Required.
Helping home workers since 2001!
Genuine Opportunity. Start Immediately!
www.AdvancedMailing.net (AAN CAN)

DID YOU KNOW
Information is power and content is
King? Do you need timely access to
public notices and remain relevant in
today’s highly competitive market?
Gain an edge with California News
Publishers Association new innovative
website capublicnotice.com and check
out the Smart Search Feature. For more
information call Cecelia @ (916) 288-6011
or www.capublicnotice.com (Cal-SCAN)

$300+Research Program for Teens

EVERY BUSINESS
has a story to tell! Get your message
out with California’s PRMedia Release
the only Press Release Service operated
by the press to get press! For more
info contact Cecelia @ 916-288-6011 or
http://prmediarelease.com/california
(Cal-SCAN)

“Oh, It’s ON” — they’re on, first. Matt Jones

PREGNANT?
CONSIDERING ADOPTION? Call us first.
Living expenses, housing, medical, and
continued support afterwards. Choose
adoptive family of your choice. Call 24/7.
877-362-2401 (AAN CAN)
HEARING LOSS? HLAA

133 Music Lessons
Christina Conti Piano
Private piano lessons. In your home
or mine. Bachelor of Music, 20+ years
exp. 650/493-6950
Hope Street Music Studios
Now on Old Middefield Way, MV.
Most instruments, voice. All ages
and levels 650-961-2192
www.HopeStreetMusicStudios.com

145 Non-Profits
Needs

152 Research Study
Volunteers
$300+Research Program for Teens

For Sale
201 Autos/Trucks/
Parts
Honda 2001 Accord - $1,600 BO

202 Vehicles Wanted
DONATE YOUR CAR,
TRUCK OR BOAT TO HERITAGE FOR
THE BLIND. FREE 3 Day Vacation, Tax
Deductible, Free Towing, All Paperwork
Taken Care of. Call 1-800-731-5042
(Cal-SCAN)
Got an older car, boat or RV?
Do the humane thing. Donate it to the
Humane Society. Call 1- 800-743-1482
(Cal-SCAN)

240 Furnishings/
Household items
Fisher Price Swing and Seat - $20

245 Miscellaneous
SAWMILLS from only $4397.00
MAKE & SAVE MONEY with your own
bandmill- Cut lumber any dimension.
In stock ready to ship! FREE Info/DVD:
www.NorwoodSawmills.com
1-800-567-0404 Ext.300N (Cal-SCAN)
2018 Free Events Calendar - $00.

Mind
& Body
425 Health Services

This week’s SUDOKU

A PLACE FOR MOM
The nation’s largest senior living referral
service. Contact our trusted,local experts
today! Our service is FREE/no obligation.
CALL 1-855-467-6487. (Cal-SCAN)
Lowest Prices on Health
& Dental Insurance. We have the best
rates from top companies! Call Now!
888-989-4807. (Cal-SCAN)
MAKE THE CALL
TO START GETTING CLEAN TODAY.
Free 24/7 Helpline for alcohol & drug
addiction treatment. Get help! It is time
to take your life back! Call Now:
855-732-4139 (AAN CAN)
OXYGEN
Anytime. Anywhere! No tanks to refill. No
deliveries. The All-New Inogen One G4
is only 2.8 pounds! FAA approved! FREE
info kit: 1-844-359-3976. (Cal-SCAN)
Safe Step Walk-In Tub!
Alert for Seniors. Bathroom falls can be
fatal. Approved by Arthritis Foundation.
Therapeutic Jets. Less Than 4 Inch StepIn. Wide Door. Anti-Slip Floors. American
Made. Installation Included. Call
1-800-799-4811 for $750 Off. (Cal-SCAN)

INDEX
QBULLETIN

The publisher waives any and all claims
or consequential damages due to errors
Embarcadero Media cannot assume
responsibility for the claims or performance
of its advertisers. Embarcadero Media right
to refuse, edit or reclassify any ad solely at its
discretion without prior notice.

WANTED! Old Porsche
356/911/912 for restoration by hobbyist
1948-1973 Only. Any condition, top $
paid! PLEASE LEAVE MESSAGE
1-707- 965-9546 (Cal-SCAN)

Processing Donations

So, the next time you
have an item to sell,
barter, give away or
buy, get the perfect
combination: print ads in
your local newspapers,
reaching more than
150,000 readers, and
unlimited free web
postings reaching
hundreds of thousands
additional people!!

BOARD
100-155
QFOR SALE
200-270
QKIDS STUFF
330-390
QMIND & BODY
400-499
QJ
 OBS
500-560
QB
 USINESS
SERVICES
600-699
QH
 OME
SERVICES
700-799
QFOR RENT/
FOR SALE
REAL ESTATE
801-899
QP
 UBLIC/LEGAL
NOTICES
995-997

235 Wanted to Buy

Answers on page 33.

Across
1 Candy brand that comes in
twos
5 One of Australia’s six
10 “The King and I” character
14 Planetarium roof
15 Hardwood playing surface
16 Ending for concert or movie
17 Banana peel, in British English
18 Image transmitter to the
brain
20 Early Doritos flavor
22 Cuatro doubled
23 Charles played by Jamie Foxx
24 Bitter beer variety, for short
26 It spits out bills
28 Cassis-and-wine cocktail
29 Altar-ed statement?
30 Flowers related to tobacco,
tomatoes, and deadly
nightshade
33 The Bahamas’ capital
35 Dress rehearsal follower
37 Ricky’s portrayer on 1950s TV
38 Bread in an Indian restaurant
39 Doesn’t feel so great

Answers on page 33.

43 Potential award winner
usually announced in January
48 2016 Lady Gaga album
51 TNT drama whose 77th
and final episode aired on
Christmas 2012
52 Abbr. on food labels
53 Certain Wall Street trader,
slangily
55 In medias ___
56 Voting yes
57 Bread for a Reuben
58 “Afternoon of a ___” (Debussy
work)
60 Train travel
62 2019 and 2021, e.g.
65 House, in Havana
68 “Switched-On Bach”
synthesizer
69 “This one goes out to the one
___ ...”
70 “Monday Night Football”
network
71 Muppet with a goldfish
72 Burn perfume, in religious
ceremonies
73 “Take ___! (And ___!)”
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Down
1 6-pt. plays
2 Panda Express vessel
3 Knocks off
4 Lucy Lawless title role
5 Make more room at a booth,
perhaps
6 Highest-ranked
7 Car, alternately
8 End-of-October option
9 Art done with acid
10 Candle count
11 Actor Chuck with a “Facts”
meme
12 McCarran International
Airport’s home
13 Words before ready or serious
19 “Come Away With Me” singer
Jones
21 “What ___ do?”
24 The Touch is the only one still
produced
25 “Muppets Tonight” prawn
27 ___ cum laude
31 Group with dues
32 Hair tangle
34 Flight component?

www.sudoku.name

36 Word before child or peace
40 Very quickly
41 Brick that hurts when
stepped on
42 Fortune teller
44 Screw-up
45 Like some tiles
46 Direct
47 Tableland
48 Former halfback Bettis
49 Detergent that debuted in
1914
50 The world of simians
54 “Haven’t Met You Yet” crooner
Michael
59 Element #10 (Really, it’s that
early in the sequence? Wow.)
61 “Law & Order: SVU” costar
63 The Red Cross or Doctors
Without Borders, e.g.
64 Homes parked in parks
66 Tranquil destination
67 Colony insect
©2018 Jonesin’ Crosswords (editor@
jonesincrosswords.com)

fogster.com
THE
PENINSULA’S
FREE
CLASSIFIEDS
WEBSITE
Combining the reach
of the Web with print ads
reaching over 150,000
readers!
To respond to ads
without phone numbers
Go to www.Fogster.com

MARKETPLACE the printed version of

THE PENINSULA’S FREE CLASSIFIEDS WEBSITE
TO RESPOND TO ADS WITHOUT PHONE NUMBERS
GO TO WWW.FOGSTER.COM

Jobs
500 Help Wanted
ENGINEERING
Synopsys, Inc. has openings in
Mountain, CA: CAD Engineer, Sr. I:
Provide CAD engrg support & Sys
admin to design engrg staff. Req. MS
in CE/EE/CS/CIS or rel + 6 mos exp in
SW engrg. REQ#16233BR. Software
Engineer, Sr. I: Dev, test & improve SW
for dist proc & data visualztn across
EDA functions. Req. MS in CS/CE/EE
or rel + 6 mos dvlpg & maintaining
sys SW in C/C++ on Linux Platform.
REQ# 16070BR. R&D Engineer, Sr.
I: Design, dev, test or debug EDA/
DFM tools. Req. MS in CE/EE/CS or rel.
REQ#16203BR. ASIC Digital Design
Engineer, Sr. II: Define, develop,
verify, & support cstmr integration of
elec subsys IPs. Req. MS in CE/EE/CS or
rel + 3 yrs exp in dig IP dvlp & implmtn
flows. (Alt. BS+5yrs). Req ID#16207BR.
UNIX Systems Admin, Sr. I: Define,
designs & implement network comm
& solution improvements using
UNIX/Linux. Req. MS in CS/InfoSys
or rel + 6 mos exp Unix/Linux server
admin. Req ID#16204BR. Software
Engineer, Staff: Lead dvlpmt of
static analysis SW security product for
Java, PHP, C#, JavaScript apps. Req.
MS in CS/CE or rel + 4 yrs exp dvlpg
SW security products using static
program analysis. (Alt. BS+6yrs). Req
ID#16205BR. To apply, send resume
with REQ# to: printads@synopsys.com.
EEO Employer/Vet/Disabled
TECHNOLOGY
Box, Inc. has the following job
opportunity available in Redwood
City, CA: Senior Technical Product
Specialist (KT-CA): Develop the product
strategy and roadmap for Box Notes by
identifying areas of opportunities for
company products. Submit resume by
mail to: Attn: People Operations, Box,
Inc., 900 Jefferson Ave., Redwood City,
CA 94063. Must reference job title and
job code KT-CA.
TECHNOLOGY
Box, Inc. has the following job
opportunity available in Redwood City,
CA: Manager, Capacity Operations
and Fulfillment (JT-CA): Manage
physical supply chain of all Datacenter
hardware (servers, components, etc).
Partner with all Technical Operations
leadership to scope and execute
sophisticated technical programs.
Submit resume by mail to: Attn: People
Operations, Box, Inc., 900 Jefferson Ave.,
Redwood City, CA 94063. Must reference
job title and job code JT-CA.

TECHNOLOGY
Box, Inc. has the following job
opportunity available in Redwood
City, CA: Senior Technical Program
Manager (KS-CA): Drive highly complex
programs and initiatives across multiple
disciplines in Engineering and the entire
company. Submit resume by mail to:
Attn: People Operations, Box, Inc., 900
Jefferson Ave., Redwood City, CA 94063.
Must reference job title and job code
KS-CA.
TECHNOLOGY
Box, Inc. has the following job
opportunity available in Redwood
City, CA: Software Engineer (NACA): Design, develop, and test the
tooling and abstractions to streamline
developer workflows in adoption of
cloud infrastructure. Submit resume by
mail to: Attn: People Operations, Box,
Inc., 900 Jefferson Ave., Redwood City,
CA 94063. Must reference job title and
job code NA-CA.
TECHNOLOGY
Pure Storage, Inc. has following job
opps. in Mountain View, CA: Hardware
System Design Verification Test
Engineer [Req. #HWS44]. Test, debug
& validate comp./storage electronic
HW. Sr. Data Analyst [Req. #SDA79].
Dsgn & dvlp visualizatn & anlysis of key
busnss prfrmnce metrics. Mail resumes
refernc’g Req. # to: G. Vega, 401 Castro
St, 3rd Flr, Mountain View, CA 94041.

Business
Services
624 Financial
Are you in BIG trouble
with the IRS? Stop wage & bank levies,
liens & audits, unfiled tax returns, payroll
issues, & resolve tax debt FAST. Call
855-970-2032. (Cal-SCAN)
Denied Credit??
Work to Repair Your Credit Report With
The Trusted Leader in Credit Repair. Call
Lexington Law for a FREE credit report
summary & credit repair consultation.
855-620-9426. John C. Heath, Attorney
at Law, PLLC, dba Lexington Law Firm.
(AAN CAN)
RETIRED COUPLE $$$$
for business purpose Real Estate loans.
Credit unimportant. V.I.P. Trust Deed
Company www.viploan.com Call
818 248-0000 Broker-principal
BRE 01041073. (Cal-SCAN)
Social Security Disability?
Up to $2,671/mo. (Based on paid-in
amount.) FREE evaluation! Call Bill
Gordon & Associates. 1-800-966-1904.
Mail: 2420 N St NW, Washington DC.
Office: Broward Co. FL., member TX/NM
Bar. (Cal-SCAN)

fogster.com

TM

695 Tours & Travel

754 Gutter Cleaning

Tours, Vacation Packages
and Travel Packages since 1952.
Visit Caravan.com for details or call
1-800-CARAVAN for catalog. (CalSCAN)

Roofs, Gutters, Downspouts
cleaning. Work guar. 30 years exp.
Insured. Veteran Owned. Jim Thomas
Maintenance, 408-595-2759
jimthomasmaintenance.com

Home
Services
707 Cable/Satellite
Cut the Cable! CALL
DIRECTV. Bundle & Save! Over 145
Channels PLUS Genie HD-DVR. $50/
month for 2 Years (with AT&T Wireless.)
Call for Other Great Offers!
1-866-249-0619 (Cal-SCAN)
DISH Network
190+ Channels. FREE Install. FREE
Hopper HD-DVR. $49.99/month (24
mos).Add High Speed Internet - $14.95
(where avail.) CALL Today & SAVE 25%!
1-844-536-5233. (Cal-SCAN)
Dish Network-Satellite
Television Services. Now Over 190
channels for ONLY $49.99/mo! HBOFREE for one year, FREE Installation,
FREE Streaming, FREE HD. Add Internet
for $14.95 a month. 1-800-373-6508

715 Cleaning
Services
Silvia’s Cleaning
We don’t cut corners, we clean them!
Bonded, insured, 22 yrs. exp., service
guaranteed, excel. refs., free est.
415/860-6988

748 Gardening/
Landscaping
LANDA’S GARDENING &
LANDSCAPING
*Yard Maint. *New Lawns. *Clean
Ups *Irrigation timer programming.
20 yrs exp. Ramon, 650/576-6242
landaramon@yahoo.com

751 General
Contracting

757 Handyman/Repairs
Water Damage to Your Home?
Call for a quote for professional cleanup
& maintain the value of your home! Set
an appt. today! Call 1-855-401-7069
(Cal-SCAN)
Alex Peralta Handyman
Kit. and bath remodel, int/ext. paint,
tile, plumb, fence/deck repairs, foam
roofs/repairs. Power wash. Alex,
650-465-1821

771 Painting/
Wallpaper
Glen Hodges Painting
Call me first! Senior discount. 45 yrs.
#351738. 650-322-8325, phone calls
ONLY.

Real
Estate
801 Apartments/
Condos/Studios
Mountain View, 2 BR/2 BA - $3500

805 Homes for Rent
Menlo Park, 3 BR/2 BA - $7,000.
Menlo Park, 3 BR/2 BA
Remodeled West Menlo Park 3 Bed,
2 Bath, Los Lomitas Schools, No
Smoking or Pets, $7,000.00 Mo.
650 851 4464

809 Shared Housing/
Rooms

Legal
Notices
995 Fictitious Name
Statement
TAVERNA
EL GRECO CATERING
EL GRECO SOUVLAKI
TAVERNA EL GRECO
TAVERNA PALO ALTO
TAVERNA CATERING
TAVERNA TO GO
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
File No.: FBN637192
The following person (persons) is (are)
doing business as:
1.) Taverna, 2.) El Greco Catering, 3.) El
Greco Souvlaki, 4.) Taverna El Greco, 5.)
Taverna Palo Alto, 6.) Taverna Catering,
7.) Taverna To Go, located at 800
Emerson St., Palo Alto, CA 94301, Santa
Clara County.
This business is owned by: A Limited
Liability Company.
The name and residence address of the
registrant(s) is(are):
TAVERNA EL GRECO LLC
800 Emerson St.
Palo Alto, CA 94301
Registrant began transacting business
under the fictitious business name(s)
listed above on 09/23/2017.
This statement was filed with the
County Clerk-Recorder of Santa Clara
County on December 27, 2017.
(PAW Jan.5, 12, 19, 26, 2018)
HI CARE BROKER
MORGAN HILL REAL ESTATE
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
File No.: FBN637629
The following person (persons) is (are)
doing business as:
1.) Hi Care Broker, 2.) Morgan Hill Real
Estate, located at 16910 Sorrel Way,
Morgan Hill, CA 95037, Santa Clara
County.

This business is owned by: A
Corporation.
The name and residence address of the
registrant(s) is(are):
DIRESTA CONSULTING GROUP INC.
16910 Sorrel Way
Morgan Hill, CA 95037
Registrant began transacting business
under the fictitious business name(s)
listed above on 08/28/2008.
This statement was filed with the
County Clerk-Recorder of Santa Clara
County on January 10, 2018.
(PAW Jan. 19, 26; Feb. 2, 9, 2018)
MONICA FOSTER
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
File No.: FBN637747
The following person (persons) is (are)
doing business as:
Monica Foster, located at 2699
Middlefield Road, Palo Alto, CA 94306,
Santa Clara County.
This business is owned by: A
Corporation.
The name and residence address of the
registrant(s) is(are):
MF SALON INC.
345 Sheridan Ave. Ste., #405
Palo Alto, CA 94306
Registrant began transacting business
under the fictitious business name(s)
listed above on 01/01/2018.
This statement was filed with the
County Clerk-Recorder of Santa Clara
County on January 12, 2018.
(PAW Jan. 26; Feb. 2, 9, 16, 2018)

997 All Other Legals
“I Sanchit Kiran Deshmukh, son of
Kiran Shankar Deshmukh, holder of
Indian Passport No. G8174534 issued at
Mumbai on Mar 17, 2008, permanent
resident of, 13 D-Wing Highway Park
E-5, Thakur Complex W E Highway,
Kandivali East, Mumbai Maharashtra
400101, India and presently residing at
720 Serra St Apt 418, Stanford 94305,
USA do hereby change my name from
Sanchit Deshmukh to Sanchit Kiran
Deshmukh, with immediate effect.”
(PAW Jan. 26, 2018)

Answers to this week’s puzzles, which can be found on page 32.

Redwood City, 4 BR/2 BA - $1200/mont

A NOTICE TO READERS:
It is illegal for an unlicensed person
to perform contracting work on any
project valued at $500.00 or more in
labor and materials. State law also
requires that contractors include their
license numbers on all advertising.
Check your contractor’s status at
www.cslb.ca.gov or 800-321-CSLB
(2752). Unlicensed persons taking
jobs that total less than $500.00
must state in their advertisements
that they are not licensed by the
Contractors State License Board.

815 Rentals Wanted
A COTTAGE, ADU or SM HOUSE
For mature, locl prof archtctrl & int
dsgnr. Will also care for pets, do errnds
& provide trnsprt. Refs upon req.
Shelley 650.400.3885; designdetailsp@
sbcglobal.net

890 Real Estate
Wanted
KC BUYS HOUSES - FAST
CASH - Any Condition. Family owned
& Operated . Same day offer! (951) 8058661 KCBUYSHOUSES.COM (Cal-SCAN)

We handle all of your
Legal publishing needs
• The Palo Alto Weekly is adjudicated
to publish in the County of Santa Clara.
• Our adjudication includes the Mid-Peninsula
communities of Palo Alto, Stanford,
Los Altos, and Mountain View
• The Palo Alto Weekly publishes every Friday.

Call Alicia Santillan
650-223-6578
asantillan@paweekly.com

24/7 Online
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Sports
Shorts

Friday
College women’s basketball: Arizona State at Stanford, 7 p.m., Pac-12
Networks

Saturday
College women’s gymnastics:
Stanford at Oregon State, 2:30 p.m.,
Pac-12 Networks
College men’s basketball: Stanford at UCLA, 7:30 p.m. Pac-12 Networks

Sunday
College women’s basketball: Arizona at Stanford, 5 p.m., Pac-12 Networks

READ MORE ONLINE

www.PASportsOnline.com
For expanded daily coverage of
college and prep sports, visit
www.PASportsOnline.com

Cardinal at a crossroad
Stanford, Arizona State meet in crucial Pac-12 Conference game

by Rick Eymer
tanford gets a chance to
avenge its Pac-12 Conference loss to Arizona State
earlier this year when the Sun
Devils visit Maples Pavilion for
a 7 p.m. tip-off Friday.
The Cardinal (12-8, 6-2) is at a
crossroad. The game against Arizona State represents the midpoint
of the conference season and Stanford cannot afford to play further
behind conference leader Oregon
(18-3, 7-1) and still hope to compete for the regular-season title.
Stanford only gets one chance
at Oregon and Oregon State and
those games are on the road. The
top seven teams in the conference
are within two games of each
other.
The Cardinal fell behind early
and was never able to close the
gap, losing to host UCLA, 64-53,
Sunday.
The loss knocked Stanford out
of a first-place tie with Oregon
and into a second-place tie with
the Bruins (15-4, 6-2).
Friday’s game might be even
more important for Arizona State
(14-6, 5-3), which needs a victory
just to stay in the upper half of the
conference standings.
Stanford plays its ninth nationally ranked opponent in the Sun
Devils. The Cardinal is currently
tied for the national lead with
eight games against ranked opponents and tops the country with
five games against top-10 teams.
The Cardinal has eight losses
through 20 games for the first
time since 1998-99, when it started 11-9.
Brittany McPhee, who is 14
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points shy of 1,000, is averaging
15.3 points since returning from
injury. Kiana Williams, who
scored 14 points in the loss to the
Bruins, is the Pac-12’s secondleading freshman scorer in conference games at 10.3 per game.
Stanford is 59-16 all-time
against Arizona State dating to
Jan. 5, 1979 and 32-3 against the
Sun Devils at home. After winning 16 in a row from 2007-14,
Stanford is 3-5 in its last eight
games against ASU. The Cardinal battled back from a 10-point,
second-half deficit in Tempe on
Jan. 7 to tie the game with just under nine minutes remaining, but
fell, 73-66.
Against UCLA, it was more of
the same. Stanford trailed by as
many as 13 in the fourth quarter
and never got closer than six after UCLA’s 10-0 run to start the
game.

Bob Drebin/isiphotos.com

Thursday
College men’s basketball: Oregon
State at Stanford, 8 p.m. Fox Sports 1

Stanford freshman Kiana Williams (23) averages 10.3 points a game in conference play.

Nadia Fingall has been solid for
Stanford hoops.

Nadia Fingall and DiJonai
Carrington each grabbed eight
rebounds to lead the Cardinal.
Sniezek added nine points and
five assists. No one else scored
more than six.
Stanford put itself in a hole in
the first quarter, going 4-of-15
from the field, 1-of-9 from long
range. The Cardinal was also
1-of-4 from the foul line and
turned the ball over four times.
Men’s basketball
There’s an old adage in Pac-12
folklore that states if you don’t
like the standings, just wait 24
hours. Stanford has been the perfect example through the first 26
days of conference play.
Less than a week has passed
since the Cardinal found itself
tied for the Pac-12 lead. That was
after ending 2017 mired in last
place with the worst overall record of any conference team.
After losing to host USC, 6964, Wednesday night, Stanford
(11-10, 5-3) stumbled into third
place after stubbing its toes the
past two games. Painful losses,
no doubt, but this is still a young
team with plenty of upside.
No team in the Pac-12 has yet
to show a desire to run away with
the regular-season title and maybe
only a couple of teams are on life
support. With 10 teams all within
three games of first place, there’s
plenty of time for a complete
shake-up.
Stanford, which plays at UCLA
on Saturday at 7:30 p.m. (Pac-12
Networks), possesses the ability to
play with the best and to also play
down to the worst. Q

COLLEGE FOOTBALL

Paly grad set
to transfer
QB Chryst to use fifth
year elsewhere
by Glenn Reeves

Q

uarterback Keller Chryst
announced on twitter over
the weekend that he will
transfer from Stanford.
His statement: “After
four seasons
at Stanford, I
have decided
to transfer for
my 5th year
of eligibility
when I graduate in June.
Thank you to Keller Chryst
Stanford University, the Stanford
Football program, and especially
my teammates for the experiences
here. Looking forward to what the
future holds!”
Chryst, who played his final
two years of high school football
at Palo Alto, completed 78 of 144
passes this past season for 962
yards with eight touchdowns and
four interceptions.
K.J. Costello took over as the
starting quarterback midway
through the season.
After attempting only nine
passes over his first two years at
Stanford, Chryst went 6-0 as a
starter as a junior.
He suffered a knee injury in the
Sun Bowl against North Carolina,
but managed to get back in time
for Stanford’s 2017 season opener
against Rice in Australia.
From a football family, Chryst’s
uncle, Paul Chryst, is the head
coach at Wisconsin. Q

Jim Shorin/Stanford Athletics

ON THE AIR

Bob Drebin/isiphotos.com

CARDINAL CORNER . . . The thirdranked Stanford women’s swimming
and diving team heads to Los
Angeles for a pair of Pac-12 dual
meets. The Cardinal takes on UCLA
on Friday at 2 p.m. and then heads
to USC to match-up with the 13thranked Trojans at noon on Saturday.
Last Saturday, senior Janet Hu won
two events and set a pool record to
guide Stanford to a 176-113 victory
over Arizona State. She was named
Pac-12 Swimmer of the Week as a
result. Against No. 20 Arizona on
Friday, junior Ella Eastin won three
events and senior Kassidy Cook
swept the diving events to lead
the Cardinal to a 192-100 win over
the Wildcats. Stanford has won 20
consecutive dual meets entering the
weekend. The Cardinal last lost to
then No. 3 Cal on Feb. 14, 2015. . . .
Stanford juniors Kris Bubic and Nico
Hoerner were named preseason
second-team All-America by D1
Baseball. Bubic, who attended
Mitty High in San Jose, returns after
posting a 7-6 record with a 2.79 ERA
and a 3.1-1 strikeout-to-walk ratio in
2017. . . . Stanford senior Elizabeth
Price was named Pac-12 Women’s
Gymnast of the Week, her fifth such
honor. Price swept all events, posting
three scores of 9.950, including
career-highs on the vault (9.950) and
in all-around (39.775) in Saturday’s
Pac-12 opener against Arizona
State. A six-time All-American, Price
leads the nation on the uneven bars
(9.950) and all-around (39.692), is
tied for first in floor exercise (9.950)
and is third on the vault (9.917). . . .
Stanford junior running back Bryce
Love, who recently announced his
intention to return to Stanford for his
senior year, was named one of seven
finalists for the Lombardi Award. .
. . Sacred Heart Prep grad Tierna
Davidson made her debut with the
U.S. national team in its 5-1 victory
over Denmark. She assisted on Julie
Ertz’s goal that put the Americans
ahead to stay. Fellow SHP grad Abby
Dahlkemper also played along with
Stanford grads Kelley O’Hara and
Christen Press. Jane Campbell
served as back-up goalie.

HIGH SCHOOL ROUNDUP

M-A girls find first
place comfortable
Palo Alto, Menlo boys remain in league lead

3-pointers. Matthew Marzano
had 10.
Gunn edged host Saratoga, 5654, in a SCVAL El Camino Division game.
The Titans (8-9, 5-1) are tied for
first with Lynbrook (10-8, 5-1).
Gunn plays at Monta Vista Friday
night.

by Glenn Reeves
“Joe’s a 4-to-1 ratio guy,’’ Men- Girls soccer
he Menlo-Atherton girls lo coach Keith Larsen said. “He’d
Junior Claire Moley recorded
may have lost three start- be 6-to-1 if we had better finish- her first career multiple-goal
ers. He’d be the best game and her timing was flawers off last seaassist to turnover ratio less. The milestone helped Palo
son’s 29-3 team. But
guy in the state.’’
the Bears are in their
Alto beat host Mountain View,
Foley had a 40-point 2-1, in a Santa Clara Valley Athaccustomed position,
game last season letic League De Anza Division
undefeated and in first
against Eastside Prep girls soccer match Wednesday,
place in the Peninsula
and is leading the team knocking the Spartans from the
Athletic League South
in scoring. But scoring ranks of the undefeated and shovDivision after a 43-31
is not his primary focus. ing them out of first place.
win at home Wednes“We have other peoday over Aragon.
It was Mountain View’s first
ple who are talented,’’ loss in 51 weeks, and that too
M-A (12-6, 6-0) has
Foley said. “I try to keep was at the hands of the Vikings
totally dominated the Greer Hoyem
everyone involved.’’
PAL in Markisha Colelast Jan. 31. That didn’t turn out
man’s four seasons as head coach.
too badly for the Spartans, who
The win over Aragon (14-4, 5-1), SCVAL
went on to win the Central Coast
Max Dorward scored 13 points Section Open Division last seawhich went into the game tied for
first place, was M-A’s 39th con- and grabbed eight rebounds, Bry- son. Palo Alto was dumped in the
secutive PAL South regular-sea- ant Jefferson added 12 points and first round for the second straight
son victory, a streak that dates to the Vikings (15-2, 6-0) won their season.
a 54-53 loss to Capuchino on Jan. 13th straight game.
Last year’s victory didn’t do
Paly hosts Menlo-Atherton at much for Palo Alto either, which
14, 2015. That is the only PAL
game the Bears have lost since 6 p.m. in a nonleague game Sat- finished second to the Spartans in
Coleman, the former Eastside urday. The Bears (10-7, 3-3) lost the SCVAL despite a 1-0-1 mark
Prep and Stanford guard, took to host Aragon, 45-44, in a PAL against them. Four league ties, all
contest Wednesday.
over the coaching position.
scoreless, relegated the Vikings to
Senior Spencer Rojahn scored second place.
They are 41-1 in regular-season
play. Add in a 9-0 record in three 11 points, including three
Palo Alto (9-2-1, 5-0-1) gets to
PAL Tournaments and it’s 50-1
overall.
M-A got off to a 1-4 start this
ATHLETES OF THE WEEK
season, but have gone 11-2 since
then. Coleman noted that only
three of her current players, Greer
Hoyem, Carly McLanahan and
Erica Fischer, played much last
season.
“The rest are pretty new,’’ she
said. “It’s taken some time for
them to learn how to play with
each other. This was a big win
for us, but we’re only half way
through with league. There’s still
a lot of work to be done. I’m proud
of them, but there’s still a lot of
room for improvement.’’
Hoyem led M-A with 15 points,
despite sitting out much of the
game in foul trouble. She was the
only player on either team to score
in double figures.
Greer Hoyem
Max Dorward
“Greer has done a great job this
year passing out of the double
M-A BASKETBALL
PALO ALTO BASKETBALL
team,’’ Coleman said. “She’s getThe senior averaged 22 points The senior scored 21 points,
ting better all the time.”
a game for the Bears last
grabbed 11 rebounds and
M-A is back in action Friday,
week.
She
scored
25
in
a
key
sank two crucial free throws
playing host to Woodside at 6:15
PAL South Division win over
that extended Palo Alto’s 77p.m.

breathe in the smells of first place
this time around, at least until
Friday, when Mountain View (131, 5-1) plays at Santa Clara at 6
p.m. Friday. The Vikings have a
league bye.
The two teams meet again Feb.
14 at Palo Alto.
Gunn beat visiting Wilcox, 2-0,
on Wednesday night in a SCVAL

T

Lara Hoyem

Boys basketball
It’s a point guard’s world. The
good teams, at most all levels of
contemporary basketball, have
someone real good as a team
leader at point guard.
That is certainly the case with
the Menlo School boys team,
which improved to 15-1 on the
season and 7-0 in the West Bay
Athletic League after a 64-43 victory Tuesday over Priory.
Point guard Joe Foley keeps the
Menlo offense running at a high
level and under control. Going
into Tuesday’s game Foley was averaging 17.1 points, 5.3 assists and
4.3 steals per game, team-highs in
all three categories. He has 74 assists and only 20 turnovers.

Sequoia after scoring 20 in a
league victory over Mills. Hoyem also recorded 21 points in
a nonleague loss to SI.

68 double overtime victory
at Los Gatos on Friday. Dorward scored 14 points in an
earlier win over Homestead.

Honorable mention
Jessalyn Grant-Bier
Gunn basketball

Hannah Jump*
Pinewood basketball

Amanda Khu
Castilleja soccer

Avery Lee
Menlo basketball

Tatiana Reese*
Priory basketball

Julia Wang
Menlo soccer

Peter Graham
Palo Alto wrestling

Lucas Harris
Priory basketball

Cole Kastner
Menlo basketball

Walter Levander
Palo Alto soccer

Santy Mendoza
Menlo soccer

Stefan Schlotter
Sacred Heart Prep soccer
*Previous winner

El Camino Division contest. The
second-place Titans (5-4-3, 4-1)
host Monta Vista (5-5-2, 3-1-2) at
5:30 p.m. Friday.
Freshman Summer Steadman
scored in the 35th minute with
an assist from junior Lily Jose.
Freshman Annah Turner, with an
assist from Liz Schemp, added a
goal in the second half. Q

City of Palo Alto
Director’s Hearing
250 Hamilton Avenue,
Community Meeting Room
February 15, 2018 at 3:00PM
Action Items
7<)30* /,(905.  8<(:01<+0*0(3  4PKKSLÄLSK
Road [17PLN-00344]: Request for Director’s Review for
a Preliminary Parcel Map for Condominium Purposes to
Create Two Residential Condominium Units in Conjunction
With the Construction of Two New Single-Family
Residences. Environmental Assessment: Exempt From
the Provisions of the California Environmental Quality Act
(CEQA) in Accordance With Guideline Section 15315 (Minor
Land Divisions). Zoning District: RM-30 (Medium Density
Multiple-Family Residence District). For More Information
Contact the Project Planner Phillip Brennan at phillip.
brennan@cityofpaloalto.org. Zoning District: RM-30.
For additional information contact Alicia Spotwood
at
alicia.spotwood@cityofpaloalto.org
or
at
650.617.3168.

CITY OF PALO ALTO
Architectural Review Board Regular Meeting
250 Hamilton Avenue, Council Chambers
February 15, 2018 at 8:30am
Action Items
PUBLIC HEARING/QUASI-JUDICIAL. 375 Hamilton Avenue
[17PLN-00360]: Consideration of a Major Architectural
Review of a New Five-Level, 49’10” Tall Parking Structure,
With One Below Grade Parking Level to Provide 338
Public Parking Spaces. On February 14, 2018, the
Planning and Transportation Commission is Scheduled to
+PZJ\ZZ 4VKPÄJH[PVU [V [OL :WLJPHS :L[IHJR VU /HTPS[VU
Avenue on the Project Site. Environmental Assessment:
An Environmental Impact Report was published January
12, 2018 for public comments. Zone District: PF; Public
Facilities. For More Information Contact Chief Planning
6ɉJPHS(T`-YLUJOH[amy.french@cityofpaloalto.org.
PUBLIC HEARING / QUASI-JUDICIAL. 3045 Park Boulevard
[17PLN-00073]: Consideration of a Major Architectural
9L]PL^ [V (SSV^ +LTVSP[PVU VM HU ,_PZ[PUN 6ɉJL )\PSKPUN
and Construction of a New Two-Story 29,120 Square
Foot R&D Building. Environmental Assessment: An Initial
Study is Being Prepared in Accordance With the California
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA). Zoning District: GM
(AD) (General Manufacturing with Automobile Dealership
Combing District). For More Information Contact the Project
Planner Graham Owen at Graham.Owen@cityofpaloalto.
org.
The Architectural Review Board is live streamed online at
http://midpenmedia.org/category/government/city-of-paloalto and available on via cablecast on government access
channel 26. The complete agenda with accompanying
reports is available online at http://www.cityofpaloalto.
org/gov/boards/arb/default.asp. For additional information
contact Alicia Spotwood at alicia.spotwood@cityofpaloalto.
org or at 650.617.3168.

Watch video interviews of the Athletes of the Week, go to PASportsOnline.com
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COLDWELL BANKER

Woodside | 4/4.5 | $8,495,000
Sun 1 - 4 3970 Woodside Rd
Custom home, w/ ﬂawless details and awe inspiring 2 acre setting. Boasts Pinot Nior
Vineyard, vast lawns & privacy of Wunderlich Park.
Erika Demma 650.740.2970
edemma@cbnorcal.com
CalBRE #01230766

Woodside | 5/5.5 | $8,900,000
Sat/Sun 1 - 4 135 Farm Rd
Classic estate situated on 4+ acres features sprawling 5-bedroom, 5.5-bath residence with
equestrian facilities, pool and tennis court - 135Farm.com
Ginny Kavanaugh 650.400.8076
gkavanaugh@cbnorcal.com | KavanaughGroup.com
CalBRE #00884747

Lindenwood Area | 5/3 | $3,998,000
Sat/Sun 1 - 4 272 Greenoaks Dr
Welcome to Lindenwood of Atherton. Here is a great opportunity to either remodel and
move-in or build new on this 40,000+/- square foot property!
Doug Gonzalez 650.465.8930
douggonzalez.com | dgonzalez@cbnorcal.com
CalBRE #00895924

Central Menlo | 3/2.5 | $4,250,000
Sat/Sun 1 - 4 355 Olive St
Built in 2008 w/premium ﬁnishes, this stunner has open ﬂoor plan, high ceilings, furniture
grade cabinets & lush gardens. Great location & MP schools.
Elaine White 650.465.4663
ewhite@cbnorcal.com | elainewhite.com
CalBRE #01182467

THIS IS HOME
This is where silly moments,
crazy laughter and
unforgettable memories
can be found.
This is where
awesomeness happens.
Woodside | 4/3.5 | $2,850,000
Sun 1 - 4 580 Old La Honda Rd
It’s worth the drive for this custom-built 4-bedroom, 3.5-bath home on approximately 9.5
acres with awe-inspiring views - 580OldLaHonda.com

Coldwell Banker.
Where home begins.

Ginny Kavanaugh 650.400.8076
gkavanaugh@cbnorcal.com | KavanaughGroup.com
CalBRE #00884747

COLDWELLBANKERHOMES.COM
Californiahome.me

cbcalifornia

cb_california

cbcalifornia

coldwellbanker

Real estate agents afﬁliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor agents and are not employees of the Company. The property information herein is derived from various sources that may include, but not be limited to, county records and the
Multiple Listing Service, and it may include approximations. Although the information is believed to be accurate, it is not warranted and you should not rely upon it without personal veriﬁcation. ©2018 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker
ResidentialBrokeragefullysupportstheprinciplesoftheFairHousingActandtheEqualOpportunityAct.OwnedbyasubsidiaryofNRTLLC.ColdwellBankerandtheColdwellBankerLogoareregisteredservicemarksownedbyColdwellBankerRealEstateLLC. CalBRE##01908304
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