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TOO MAJOR
FOR HOME

TOO MINOR
FOR HOSPITAL

When an injury or illness needs quick attention but not
in the Emergency Department, call Stanford Express
Care. Staffed by doctors, nurses, and physician assistants,
Express Care treats children (6+ months) and adults for:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Respiratory illnesses
Cold and flu
Stomach pain
Fever and headache
Back pain
Cuts and sprains

• UTIs (urinary tract
infections)
• Pregnancy tests
• Flu shots
• Throat cultures

Express Care accepts most insurance and is billed as
a primary care, not emergency care, appointment.
Providing same-day fixes every day, 9:00am to 9:00pm.
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JUST RIGHT
FOR STANFORD
EXPRESS CARE

Express Care is available
at two convenient locations:
Stanford Express Care Palo Alto
Hoover Pavilion
211 Quarry Road, Suite 102
Palo Alto, CA 94304
tel: 650.736.5211
Stanford Express Care San Jose
River View Apartment Homes
52 Skytop Street, Suite 10
San Jose, CA 95134
tel: 669.294.8888
Open Everyday
by Appointment Only
9:00am–9:00pm

Work with the #1 team in California!* List your home with

DeLeon Realty

DeLeon Realty will cover all of the following
at no additional charge:
Staging** | Property Inspection | Pest Inspection
Our clients love the personal attention they receive from the DeLeon Team, from beginning to end.
Additionally you will receive a suite of free services from the DeLeon Team, including interior design,
construction consulting, handyman work, and dedicated marketing to local and foreign buyers.
* Rankings per REAL Trends/Wall Street Journal, released June 2017 **Includes: Design, Installation, 1 Month of Furniture Rental and Removal

®

650.488.7325

|

www.DELEONREALTY.com

|

DeLeon Realty CalBRE #01903224
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2018 REMODELING
SEMINARS
Designing & Remodeling Your Perfect Kitchen or Bathroom
THURSDAY, JANUARY 25, 2018 Seminar: 6:00pm-8:00pm
Harrell of Los Gatos: 233 N. Santa Cruz Avenue Los Gatos

SATURDAY, JANUARY 27, 2018 Seminar: 9:30am-11:30am

Harrell Design Center: 944 Industrial Avenue Palo Alto

• Learn about how to create a beautiful,
yet highly functional kitchen or
bathroom.
• What is universal design & energy
HIÀFLHQWORZPDLQWHQDQFHGHVLJQDQG
remodeling?

:KRGRHVQ·WZDQWDORZPDLQWHQDQFH
high style kitchen and bathroom!
• Hear about the latest trends in color,
FRXQWHUWRSVÁRRULQJFDELQHWU\DQGWLOH
• Small or large, you will learn how to
maximize your space and so much more.

PRE-REGISTRATION IS REQUIRED AS THESE CLASSES FILL UP QUICKLY!

Call us or go online to register today!

650.230.2900 | info@harrell-remodeling.com | harrell-remodeling.com
License 8479799

The Only Home Care Solution Offering an Innovative,
Science-Based Approach to Aging
Home Care Assistance has elevated the standard of care for older
adults through our Balanced Care Method™, a holistic approach
to care for older adults that promotes healthy mind, body and
spirit and is based on the scientiﬁcally studied lifestyles of the
longest-living people in the world.
Speak to a Care Advisor to schedule your free in-home
consultation today.

Home Care
Assistance

El Camino Real
Stanford Shopping Center

University Avenue

Hawthorne Avenue

High Street

Come visit us! Stop by our ofﬁce
conveniently located in downtown
Palo Alto off Alma.

From our family to yours!

650-397-8712
148 Hawthorne Avenue
Palo Alto, CA 94301
HomeCareAssistance.com/Palo-Alto

Serving happy clients across Palo Alto, Menlo Park, Atherton, Woodside, Portola Valley and more!
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Upfront

Local news, information and analysis

As costs grow, city may scale back garage plan
Palo Alto considers eliminating a basement parking
level at planned California Avenue garage
by Gennady Sheyner

W

ith cost estimates rising
dramatically, Palo Alto
is considering scaling
back its plans for the California
Avenue area parking garage by
removing one of the two planned
underground levels.
The revision, which is proposed

in a new report from the Public
Works Department, would reduce
the cost of the garage by between
$6 million and $8 million at a
time when the city’s overall infrastructure plan is facing a funding
gap of about $50 million.
If the council approves this

proposal on Monday, Jan. 22, the
city will move ahead with a fivestory garage that would have one
basement, four above-ground levels and 542 parking spots.
The prior design, which the
City Council approved on April 3,
included two basement levels and
636 parking spots. At the time,
staff had pegged the garage cost at
$34.8 million. Now, the estimate
has grown to $40.4 million, according to the report.

The garage, which is planned
for Sherman Avenue, is neither
the first nor the last infrastructure
project to fall victim to the vagaries of Bay Area’s construction
market, which continues to sizzle.
Last year, the council reluctantly agreed to simplify the design
of a proposed bike bridge over
U.S. Highway 101, largely in response to escalating costs. Even
with the revised design, the cost
of the project is now estimated at

$16 million, well above the $10
million that officials had initially
intended to spend.
Similar issues are almost certain to emerge in the coming year
as the city moves ahead with other
big-ticket infrastructure projects,
including a new public-safety
building, a new garage on Hamilton Avenue and replacement
of outdated fire stations near
(continued on page 9)

DEMOCRACY

Women’s League
registers teen voters
Chapter aims to sign up 1,500 teens
by midterm elections
by Elena Kadvany

‘T
Veronica Weber

Honoring the legacy of a King
From left, Sarah Emberling, Ori Shacham, Alma Shacham and many other volunteers make turkey
sandwiches for delivery to the nonprofit LifeMoves and other homeless organizations during
Mitzvah Day, a day of volunteering and service that is held every year on Martin Luther King, Jr.
Day. More than 1,000 people signed up to volunteer on Jan. 15 through the Oshman Family Jewish
Community Center in Palo Alto.

EDUCATION

Term limits: School board mostly
supportive, but some wary of cost
Change would cost $70K, plus $30K in legal fees
by Elena Kadvany

A

proposal to impose a twoterm limit on Palo Alto
Unified Board of Education members received near
unanimous support on Tuesday
— save from the person who is
currently serving her third term.
Board member Todd Collins
asked his colleagues to support a ballot measure for the
November election that would
limit members to serving two
consecutive terms of four years

each, the same as the Palo Alto
City Council. There’s currently
no such board limit.
Despite majority support for
the concept itself, the cost of
making the switch — $70,000,
with an additional $30,000 for
legal fees, members estimated
— gave at least two board members pause.
Collins described term limits
as a common good-governance
practice used from the local to

the state level. Term limits, he
argued, encourage turnover of
elected officials and could help
reduce other barriers to running
for a seat.
Member Ter ry Godfrey
agreed. She said she made the
“unusual” decision to not endorse colleague Melissa Baten
Caswell’s 2016 re-election campaign precisely because Baten
(continued on page 7)

his is so exciting!” a
teenage girl exclaimed
in a classroom at Foothill College on Jan. 11, as volunteers from the League of Women
Voters of Palo Alto handed out
voter-registration forms for her
and about 20 other students to
fill out.
The high school students,
who attend the Middle College
program at Foothill, helped the
League get closer to an ambitious goal: to register all eligible Palo Alto teenagers by the
2018 midterm elections — about
1,500 of them.
Jean Lythcott, voter-services
co-director for the local chapter, said volunteers have started
going into classrooms at local
public and private high schools
across the city to talk to teens
about the importance of registering to vote.
Lythcott’s dissatisfaction
with the League’s youth outreach in past years, which was
mostly limited to visiting Palo
Alto and Gunn high schools at
lunchtime, prompted the new
concerted effort, she said. This
fall, volunteers instead spoke
to Paly students in social studies classes and registered about
300 students. They plan to visit
Gunn, Kehillah Jewish High
School, Palo Alto Preparatory
School, School for Independent
Learners and local continuation
schools in the coming weeks.
Lythcott also is reaching out to
special-education teachers, the
local homeschooling community
and adult schools through which
high school dropouts might be

obtaining their GED.
“I’m really interested in meeting the teenagers that we can
sometimes forget in Palo Alto,”
she said.
At Foothill last week, League
volunteers walked two classes
of high school seniors and juniors through the ins and outs of
voter registration, from choosing
a party preference (the League
is non-partisan, volunteers emphasized) to how it works to
vote by mail when students go
to college.
Of-age students registered and
those who are 16 and 17 years
old pre-registered. A handful
of students in each class had already registered on their own —
some at the Department of Motor
Vehicles when they got a driver’s
permit or license and others at
local libraries or online.
Lythcott emphasized the importance of civic engagement for
this age group.
“You are about to join the largest voting population age group
in the United States,” Lythcott
told the students. “The research
is saying that your group, if you
act as voters, could shape the nation for the next 35 years in the
way that the baby boomers did
in the ‘60s.”
Karni Beth, a Palo Alto resident, said she planned to register
on her 18th birthday last October but didn’t get around to it,
so she was excited to do so last
week. She said it’s particularly
important for younger voters to
get engaged in politics so they
(continued on page 7)
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Upfront

CITY OF PALO ALTO

DIRECTOR’S HEARING
250 Hamilton Avenue,
Community Meeting Room
February 1, 2018 at 3:00PM

Action Items
PUBLIC HEARING. 850 Boyce [16PLN-00229]: Request
for Director’s Hearing on an Individual Review Approval for
the Demolition of a Single-Story Home and Construction
of a 2,043 sf Two-Story Home and Detached Garage.
Environmental Assessment: Exempt from the Provisions
of CEQA per Guideline Section 15303. Zoning District: R-1.
For More Information, Contact the Project Planner Emily
Foley at EFoley@m-group.us.
For additional information contact Alicia Spotwood at
alicia.spotwood@cityofpaloalto.org or at 650.617.3168.
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I just don’t think this is a problem
right now.
— Melissa Baten Caswell, member of the Palo
Alto Unified Board of Education, on whether the district should impose term limits. See story page 5.

Around Town

SHAKE SHACK COMING SOON
... The burger darling of the East
Coast plans to open its first
Northern California location this
fall at Stanford Shopping Center.
Shake Shack is bringing its allnatural Angus beef burgers, flat-top
hot dogs, crinkle-cut fries and
frozen custard. There also will be
“exclusive” menu items that will be
developed in collaboration with
local purveyors, said Kristyn Clark,
the company’s senior manager
of brand communications. The
Peninsula location is the first in the
chain’s Bay Area expansion, with
plans to open in Marin County and
San Francisco’s Marina district.
“It is with great respect and humility
that we enter that landscape,
deepen our West Coast roots and
bring a new community gathering
place to this iconic city after so
many years,” company CEO Randy
Garutti said in a press release
issued Tuesday. Shake Shack,
often described as In-N-Out’s East
Coast competition, started as a hot
dog cart in New York City in 2004.

GRAND IDEAS ... Not too many
people outside the world of urban
planners would use the word
“grand” to describe Palo Alto’s
stretch of El Camino Real, a
congested artery whose eclectic
mix of commercial uses includes
small retailers, big businesses
and hotels, old and new. But the
regional dream of transforming El
Camino into the Champs-Élysées
of the Peninsula lives on, bolstered
by a $350,000 state grant. The
planning grant will be used to
develop various concepts for the
segment between Stanford and
Lambert avenues — a stretch
that witnessed 31 bike-related
collisions between 2006 and
2015, according to the city’s
transportation consultant, Fehr &
Peers. This week, planners with
the consulting firm went out into
the community to ask residents
and visitors what they’d like to see.
After soliciting dozens of ideas on
Sunday at the California Avenue
Farmers’ Market, the planning
team set up shop Wednesday in
front of Country Sun Natural Foods
supermarket, where passersby
were given seven stickers and
asked to affix them by their top
priority areas. Not surprisingly,
the biggest vote-getters were
“safety and public health” and
“environment,” which received

12 and 11 dots, respectively.
Improving the streetscape,
increasing transit reliability and
improving connections between
all transportation modes also
scored high, while “cost” was
considerably lower on the totem
pole of priorities, having received
just one sticker in the first hour of
the Wednesday exercise. Kendra
Rowley, project manager with Fehr
& Peers, said her team has heard a
wide range of opinions about future
improvements, with most people
supporting the idea of making
the street more pedestrian- and
bike-friendly. Some of the visitors
were “angry and loud,” with most
of the concerns centering around
traffic congestion. A few people
talked about making the land uses
on El Camino more exciting, to
make it a “destination” area. As for
bike improvements, respondents
were more ambivalent, with many
people saying they prefer to stay
away from El Camino and take
Park Boulevard or other streets.
The third outreach meeting was
planned for Jan. 18 but then
rescheduled because of expected
rain. It is now set to go from 4 - 7
p.m. on Tuesday, Jan. 23, at the
California Avenue Caltrain station.
MENTAL HEALTH IN TENNIS ... For
the first time, Stanford University
alumna and professional tennis
player Nicole Gibbs shared her
battle with clinical depression and
how she keeps her mental health
in check in a recent interview with
British newspaper The Telegraph.
The 24-year-old first experienced
symptoms in high school, when her
sights were set on going pro, and
continued in adulthood. “I think the
more people talk about it, the more
comfortable they’ll be confronting
it,” she said. The sport’s demanding
schedule strains players’ personal
lives. “If I was living a more standard
life at home then maybe I wouldn’t
need medication but as it stands I
do. If anyone is at risk of depression
then tennis is going to amplify it
for sure.” The Women’s Tennis
Association has taken steps to
support new players through faceto-face conversations throughout
the year while the International
Tennis Federation offers mental
health support to players over the
phone and online. How does Gibbs
cope? She practices yoga and
anything else that helps her find her
center. Q

Upfront
TRANSPORTATION

Board
(continued from page 5)

Courtesy Alta Planning + Design and city of East Palo Alto

Caswell was running for a third
term.
“It made for an awkward conversation, but I felt strongly that
we should be a two-term place,”
she said.
Godfrey said she doesn’t feel
a sense of urgency, however,
to put a measure before voters
this year. She and President Ken
Dauber will finish their first
terms this fall and it’s unlikely,
she said, that there will be a
member running for a third or
fourth term in the next election
in 2020.
Collins and Dauber disagreed
about the timing, arguing that
it’s better to pursue term limits
when no sitting board member
would be personally affected.
Vice President Jennifer DiBrienza said she would support putting the measure on the
ballot but is reluctant to spend
$100,000 when the district has
a laundry list of educational priorities to invest in and is also
facing potential budget cuts this
year.
“I don’t think it’s immaterial,”
she said of the cost.

The city of East Palo Alto is currently constructing a pedestrian and bike bridge that will cross
over U.S. Highway 101, connecting East Bayshore and West Bayshore roads. When completed, the
$8.6 million project is expected to be used by 130,000 to 230,000 people a year, according to a
feasibility report.

Bike bridge to connect
East Palo Alto and Palo Alto
Clarke Avenue-to-West Bayshore crossing aims to increase safety
and access to schools, stores, public spaces

Baten Caswell, who was first
elected to the board in 2007,
said she doesn’t think the lack
of term limits is problematic
in a district where most board
members typically serve one or
two terms.
When former member Camille Townsend was re-elected
in 2012, she became the first
Palo Alto school board member
in more than 40 years to serve
more than two terms. Baten Caswell became the second in 2014.
Weighed against other issues
facing the district that will require funding — closing the
achievement gap, reforming
special education and addressing failures to comply with federal gender equity law Title IX
— term limits falls short, Baten
Caswell said.
“I just don’t think this is a
problem right now. I would rather spend that money on something that is our problem right
now,” she said.
Dauber argued that the onetime expense of the ballot measure is “not really a material
cost given the importance of
local governance of the district
to the community (and) to the
(continued on page 8)

A

fter decades of dangerous crossings on
the University Avenue
overpass over U.S. Highway
101, bicyclists and pedestrians
will be getting two new bridges linking East Palo Alto and
Palo Alto. Construction on the
first started in December.
When completed in June
2019, the East Palo Alto Bicycle/Pedestrian Overcrossing
could be used by 130,000 to
230,000 people each year, according to a feasibility study.
Residents on the east side
will be able to ride or walk
from East Palo Alto’s south
side, at the intersection of
Clarke Avenue and East Bayshore Road, to West Bayshore
Road at Newell Road, where
they can then access Edgewood Plaza shopping center
and Rinconada Park, among
other places.
Residents living in East Palo
Alto’s west side and in Palo
Alto will be able to cross over
the bridge to get to the regional
trail system, the United States
Post Office on East Bayshore,
schools and East Palo Alto’s
Ravenswood 101 shopping
center, which includes Home
Depot, Ikea, Nordstrom Rack,
Target and smaller shops and
restaurants.
The $8.6 million bridge,
crossing above the 10-lane,
160-foot-wide highway, comes
out of East Palo Alto’s 2013
Highway 101 Bicycle and Pedestrian Overcrossing Feasibility Study. The project is
not expected to cause major

traffic issues during construction, according to consultant
Alta Planning & Design. West
Bayshore is likely to be narrowed to a single lane at times
to accommodate construction
of concrete columns and a
ramp; Clarke and East Bayshore lanes could be similarly
affected. Lanes on Highway
101 will also be temporarily closed when crews build a
support column, but the work
is not expected to affect daytime and evening traffic flow,
according to the consultant’s
report.
Northbound 101 will be
closed at night during the
overhead bridge construction,
however.
When completed, the northern ramp at Clarke will border
a city-owned parcel in a reverse
“S” curve and will end at Clarke,
adjacent to Home Depot, according to the report. A new high-visibility crosswalk will be added
at the Home Depot driveway and
another high-visibility crosswalk
with a median island will be added at Clarke and East Bayshore.
Clarke from East Bayshore to
Tinsley Street will be a designated Class III bike route, with
bicycles sharing the lanes with
cars.
The overcrossing will be
lighted at night but with lights
pointing downward onto the
pavement to reduce glare onto
the highway and frontage
roads, the report states.
The West Bayshore side will
consist of a long ramp that
hugs the existing sound wall.

The West Bayshore intersection with Newell will get a
new traffic signal with bike/
pedestrian crossing lights and
a high-visibility crosswalk.
Up to 17 young trees and
shrubs could be removed near
the sound wall as part of the
project, but landscaping to
screen the bridge from West
Bayshore residents will replace
some of the vegetation, the report states. Up to four Modesto
ash trees and some turf and
shrub landscaping will be removed along Clarke on the
northeast side of the highway.
East Palo Alto plans to build
a second bridge at a future date
that would parallel the existing University Avenue vehicular overpass. Both pedestrian
and bicycle projects will create badly needed east-west
conduits that could encourage
bicycle use — a goal of the two
cities — to help ease traffic
congestion.
Residents’ habits indicate
both bridges could be wellused: Compared to the rest of
San Mateo County, East Palo
Alto has a high percentage of
residents walking and biking to
work: 1.2 percent bike and 2.7
percent walk in the county; 3.8
percent bike and 3.5 percent
walk in the city, according to
the feasibility study. Palo Alto
also has a high percentage of
residents who walk and bike:
5.3 percent bike and 8.4 percent walk, the study noted. Q
Staff Writer Sue Dremann
can be emailed at sdremann@
paweekly.com

Elena Kadvany

by Sue Dremann

A Middle College student fills out a voter-registration form during
class on Jan. 11 as part of a League of Women Voters of Palo
Alto push to make sure all eligible Palo Alto teenagers sign up by
midterm elections.

Voter
(continued from page 5)

can form their own opinions,
separate from their parents’.
Nikki Merkle-Raymond, a
17-year-old Palo Alto resident
who follows politics closely,
pre-registered during class on
Jan. 11. When she’s of age, she
said, she’ll eagerly weigh in on
lesser-known issues that often
come out in ballot propositions,
such as Proposition 60, which
would have required the use of
condoms in pornographic films.
Merkle-Raymond hopes the
registration effort helps her generation, which she described
as generally outspoken about

social and political issues, follow through on Election Day.
Youth turnout was relatively
low in the 2016 presidential election: Only half of eligible 18- to
29-year-olds voted, according to
the Center for Information and
Research on Civic Learning and
Engagement at Tufts University.
“We’re very vocal about our
beliefs and our ideas, so it gives
the impression that we’re definitely going to be pretty active in
voting ... but then when the day
comes, that doesn’t actually happen,” Merkle-Raymond said.
Beth, for her part, said she plans
to vote in the June election. Q
Staff Writer Elena Kadvany
can be emailed at ekadvany@
paweekly.com.
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Upfront

Online This Week

These and other news stories were posted on Palo Alto Online
throughout the week. For longer versions, go to www.PaloAlto
Online.com/news.

Rex Tillerson talks Syria, North Korea at Stanford
U.S. Secretary of State Rex Tillerson conveyed strong resolve
regarding the Trump administration’s commitment to rebuild warbattered Syria and remove nuclear weapons from North Korea
during a speech Wednesday morning at Stanford University before
a crowd of about 300 to 400 people. (Posted Jan. 17, 6:30 p.m.)

Meeting set for Tuesday on Stanford expansion
Santa Clara County Supervisor Joe Simitian will host a public
meeting on Tuesday regarding Stanford University’s 2018 General
Use Permit (GUP) application. As the public comment period is
ending Feb. 2, the meeting will be one of the last opportunities
for residents to make verbal public comments regarding the GUP.
(Posted Jan. 18, 9:52 a.m.)

Chan Zuckerberg Initiative awards local grants
The Chan Zuckerberg Initiative announced Wednesday the first
41 beneficiaries of its CZI Community Fund who are working
to address various community challenges. Of the 41 Bay Area
organizations, 35 serve residents of East Palo Alto. (Posted Jan.
17, 9:51 a.m.)

Music teacher placed on leave
The Palo Alto school district has placed on leave a part-time
Palo Alto High School music teacher after he was arrested on suspicion of annoying and molesting a juvenile in Sunnyvale. (Posted
Jan. 17, 8:44 a.m.)

Acessory-unit law brings confusion
When Palo Alto officials changed the zoning rules for accessory-dwelling units last year, their goal was to encourage the construction of these little dwellings on residential lots throughout the
city. But as the commission learned on Wednesday, the new law
is also riddled with kinks and ambiguities, which at times lead to
confusion and unintended consequences. (Posted Jan. 15, 10:38 a.m.)

Tesla’s Model 3 makes showroom debut
Palo Alto-based automaker Tesla debuted its new all-electric
Model 3 at its Stanford Shopping Center and Los Angeles Century
City Mall showrooms last Friday. (Posted Jan. 12, 4:53 p.m.)

Board
(continued from page 7)

organization.
“Practically speaking, we
are not going to decide not to
do something of benefit to students because we have to take
$100,000 out of the district’s reserves to pay for this,” he added.
At Godfrey’s suggestion, Dauber will consult with district lawyers to see if there are alternatives
to a ballot measure, such as enacting a bylaw on term limits.
Under state Education Code,
“The governing board of a
school district may adopt or
the residents of the school district may propose, by initiative,
a proposal to limit or repeal a
limit on the number of terms a
member of the governing board
of the school district may serve
on the governing board of the
school district.” Q
Staff Writer Elena Kadvany
can be emailed at ekadvany@
paweekly.com.

VERY
REAL
LOCAL
NEWS
Print or online
subscription starts
at only $5 /month
Visit:
PaloAltoOnline.com/
user/subscribe/

Want to get news briefs emailed to you every weekday?
Sign up for Express, our daily e-edition.
Go to www.PaloAltoOnline.com to sign up.

Worried about your aging
parents during the day?

What is Your Home
Really Worth?

Enroll them in our adult day care
and they’ll receive:
• Transportation
• Physical therapy

Introducing technology
assisted and
local Realtor
inﬂuenced home
valuations with
on-point accuracy.

STEVE GRAY CalRE #01498634

650.743.7702 | info@HelpRealtor.com

For a video visit:
www.HelpRealtor.com
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• Nutritious lunches
• Group Exercise
• Socializing
• Engaging activities
We accept Long Term
Care Insurance, VA,
Medi-Cal and offer
a sliding scale for
private pay.

Visit us at www.avenidas.org/care • Call us today at
(650) 289-5499 to schedule a free visiting day!

Upfront

Rendering courtesy Ross Drulis Cusenbery Architecture

A public parking garage proposed for 350 Sherman Ave. in Palo Alto’s California Avenue Business
District would include 636 parking spaces under a plan the City Council approved in April. Now, with
construction costs rising, the city is considering building a smaller facility.

Garage
(continued from page 5)

Rinconada and Mitchell parks.
For the public-safety building,
the costs are rising particularly
rapidly, fueled by both the construction market and the project’s
expanded scope. In 2012, when
the council was putting together
its infrastructure plan, officials
were expecting to spend $47 million on construction and another
$10 million for land acquisition.
Now, city engineers believe the
new police headquarters could
cost as much $91 million. Using
a projection of construction-cost
escalations, Public Works staff
thinks the price tag would rise to
$74 million by 2021, when construction would take place. The
remaining $17 million balance
would result from policy choices,
including the decision to build
two underground levels to accommodate parking and program
space, according to the report.
The council’s decision on the
California Avenue garage, at
350 Sherman Ave., could have a
significant impact on the police
building, which would be adjacent
at 250 Sherman. The two projects
are being designed in tandem.
The city plans to complete the
garage before commencing work
on the public-safety building
in order to limit the loss of area
parking during construction (the
buildings are replacing two streetlevel parking lots that currently
have 310 spaces between them).
The symbiotic relationship
between the garage and the police building is underscored in
the Draft Environmental Impact
Report that the city released last
week for the two projects.
The study analyzes four alternative scenarios: Two involve
building the police headquarters
elsewhere; one would feature a
parking garage of about half the
size, with a 300 spaces; and the
fourth would be the plan as currently proposed. The document
determined that an alternative
with 300-space public garage
would be the “environmentally
superior option.” The report also
concluded, however, that a larger
garage would not cause any “significant and unavoidable” impacts.
The Public Works’ proposal to

eliminate one of the underground
levels brings the garage closer to
the council and staff’s original vision. A year ago, staff and consulting architect Michael Ross presented to the community three different
options; two of them included retail
on the ground floor and two levels
of underground parking; the third
didn’t have any retail and had one
level of parking. During the public
outreach process, area merchants
lobbied for the city to scrap the retail space and create as many parking spots as possible.
Owners of businesses — including La Bodeguita del Medio, The
Counter, Molly Stone’s and Izzy’s
Bagels — also submitted a letter
calling for the city to go big. While
they acknowledged the significant
cost of the new structure, they
called it a “one-time opportunity
to help alleviate the parking demand and make a forward-thinking capital investment in the future
and continued success of our community and business district.”
The council largely agreed, resulting in the four-story garage
with no retail and with two levels of underground parking. Even
if digging the added basement

level would cost $4 million more,
Councilman Eric Filseth said, “In
the long run, we’ll find that (it’s)
money that’s spent well.”
On Thursday, area merchants attended the meeting of the Palo Alto
Architectural Review Board to
again urge the city to built the maximum number of parking spaces.
Former Councilman Jack Morton, president of the California
Avenue Business Association,
lauded the latest garage design
but said the proposal to reduce
the parking capacity isn’t sitting
well with business owners.
“From merchants’ point of view,
this project now looks beautiful
above ground, but it sorely underperforms what the expectation of
the community was,” Morton said. Q
Staff Writer Gennady Sheyner
can be emailed at gsheyner@
paweekly.com.

TALK ABOUT

PaloAltoOnline.com
Should the city scale back plans
for the California Avenue garage?
Give your opinion and read others’
on Town Square, the community
discussion forum at PaloAltoOnline.
com/square.

Public Agenda
A preview of Palo Alto government meetings next week
CITY COUNCIL ... The council plans to meet in a closed session to
consider litigation Miriam Green v. City of Palo Alto. The council will
then review the revised city comment letter on Draft Environmental
Impact Report for the Stanford General Use Permit application; consider
approving a $16.4-million contract with Ranger Pipelines for replacing
gas and water mains as part of the “Upgrade Downtown” project;
and hear a status report on the city’s Infrastructure Plan, including a
proposal to eliminate an underground level from the proposed California
Avenue garage. The closed session will begin at 5 p.m. on Monday, Jan.
22. Regular meeting will immediately follow in the Council Chambers at
City Hall, 250 Hamilton Ave.
PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION ... The commission plans
to elect a chair and a vice chair; hear an update on the Buckeye Creek
Hydrology Study; consider a recommendation to open a 7.7-acre site
at Foothills Park to the public; consider a lighting plan for a turf field at
Cubberley Community Center; and discuss the Baylands Boardwalk
Improvement project. The meeting will begin at 7 p.m. on Tuesday, Jan.
23, in the Community Meeting Room at City Hall, 250 Hamilton Ave.
HISTORIC RESOURCES BOARD ... The board plans to hold a hearing
on 526 Waverley St.; a proposal to restore the Faáade of a building and
to reclassify it from a Category III to Category II historic structure; and
recommend approval of Eichler Design Guidelines. The meeting will
begin at 8:30 a.m. on Thursday, Jan. 25, in the Council Chambers at
City Hall, 250 Hamilton Ave.

CityView
A round-up

of Palo Alto government action this week

Board of Education (Jan. 16)

Audit: The board heard a report on an annual audit, which had no findings.
Action: None
Enrollment: The board heard an update on enrollment projections for the next
five years. Action: None
A-G data: The board discussed student performance on A-G eligibility
requirements for UC/CSU admission. Action: None
Term limits: The board discussed a proposal for two-term limits for trustees.
Action: None
Equipment: The board waived its two-meeting rule and approved an
administrative regulation on equipment. Yes: Unanimous
Inventories: The board waived its two-meeting rule and approved an
administrative regulation on inventories. Yes: Unanimous

Architectural Review Board (Jan. 18)

350 Sherman Ave.: The board reviewed the proposed garage in the California
Avenue business district and continued the project to March 1. The board
requested more information about the landscape plan and lighting, as well as a
more refined design for a proposed stairway. Yes: Unanimous

Board of Education (Jan. 18)

Budget: The board held a study session to discuss potential budget additions,
cuts and other adjustments for the 2018-19 budget. Action: None

LET’S DISCUSS: Read the latest local news headlines and talk
about the issues at Town Square at PaloAltoOnline.com

Today’s local news, sports & hot picks
Sign up today at www.PaloAltoOnline.com

CITY OF PALO ALTO
Architectural Review Board Regular Meeting
250 Hamilton Avenue, Council Chambers
February 1, 2018 at 8:30am
Action Items
PUBLIC HEARING / QUASI-JUDICIAL. 620 Emerson Street
(17PLN-00331): Recommendation on Applicant's Request for
Approval of a Minor Architectural Review to Allow Demolition
of an Existing Single Story Building and Construct a New Two
Story 4,256 Square Foot Commercial Building, Which Includes
a 200 Square Feet Bonus per PAMC Section 18.18.070(a)(1), for
the Expansion of Nobu Restaurant. The Project Also Includes
Replacement of Three On-Site Parking Spaces with Three InLieu Spaces. Environmental Assessment: Exempt from the
provisions of the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA)
WLY .\PKLSPUL :LJ[PVU  0UÄSS +L]LSVWTLU[ 7YVQLJ[Z
Zoning District: CD-C(GF)(P) (Downtown Commercial). For More
Information Contact the Project Planner Samuel Gutierrez at
samuel.gutierrez@cityofpaloalto.org.
PUBLIC HEARING / QUASI-JUDICIAL. 2775 Embarcadero
[17PLN-00319]: Recommendation on Applicant’s Request for
Approval of a Major Architectural Review for a Master Sign
Program To Allow the Installation of Interpretive Educational
Signage at the Lucy Evans Nature Interpretive Center and Along
the Bay Trail Connecting to the Cooley Landing Educational
Center in East Palo Alto. Environmental Assessment: Exempt
From the Provisions of the California Environmental Quality Act
(CEQA) in Accordance with Guideline Section 15311 (Accessory
Structures). Zoning District: PF (D). For More Information
Contact the Project Planner Claire Hodgkins at claire.hodgkins@
cityofpaloalto.org
The Architectural Review Board is live streamed online at http://
midpenmedia.org/category/government/city-of-palo-alto and
available on via cablecast on government access channel 26.
The complete agenda with accompanying reports is available
online at http://www.cityofpaloalto.org/gov/boards/arb/default.
asp. For additional information contact Alicia Spotwood at alicia.
spotwood@cityofpaloalto.org or at 650.617.3168.
www.PaloAltoOnline.com • Palo Alto Weekly • January 19, 2018 • Page 9

Beverlee E. Wilson
Beverlee Wilson passed
peacefully at home in Los
Altos Hills on November 29,
2017. She was surrounded by
family and longtime caregivers
Rebecca
and
Raymond
Wilson. She was 93. Bev, as she
was always known, is survived
by her three daughters
Shelley
Dupuis
(Steve),
Kristin Keyes (John), Alexis
Wilson, grandchildren Christine Bogdanovitch (Matt),
Ryan Dupuis, Alex Fallon, and great granddaughter Molly
Bogdanovitch. She was preceded in death by her husband
of 62 years Alexander M. (Bud) Wilson, and sisters Gloria
Beck (George) and Marjory Karle (Alex.)
Bev was the consummate partner for her husband Bud
and together they travelled the world through Bud’s work
as a metallurgical engineer and ultimately as Chairman and
Chief Executive Officer of Utah International. They visited
every continent on the globe and countless individual
countries in their travels, frequently under conditions that
would make the uninitiated squirm. They visited many
indigenous peoples during their adventures including the
Aborigine of Australia, the Highlanders of New Guinea
and the Masai of East Africa just to cite a few. In later years
they were accompanied by their children and grandchildren
on outstanding adventures. As Bud was “knighted” in
Australia by order of Queen Elizabeth II, Beverlee became
Lady Berverlee E. Wilson, an honorary title bestowed by the
Governor General of the Commonwealth of Australia.
Bev was born Beverlee Elaine Forsblad in the town of
Delano, California on April 20, 1924. Her family was a
California pioneer and farm family and her father was a
music writer, teacher, and member of the Shriner’s Band and
Tulare Symphony. As a result, Beverlee and her sisters were
very musically inclined. They performed during the 1940’s
as the Forest Sisters and travelled extensively entertaining
audiences with their outstanding voices. Not only did they
perform live in the Big Band Era, they were also recording
artists, and were asked to perform for the USO at the end of
WWII. Beverlee became a teacher in Stibnite Idaho where
Bud was an engineer for the Bradley Mining Company.
Daughters Shelley and Kristin were born in Stibnite. Bev
also taught school in Pixley California, and Alexis was born
in Tulare, right next door.
As the Wilson Family finally came to settle in Los Altos
Hills in 1962, Bev focused her attention on raising her three
fine daughters and giving her time extensively to charity.
Bev was active in Peninsula Volunteers, ARCS Foundation,
and Children’s Home Society. She was a constant force
in these organizations arranging fundraisers, serving in
various capacities, and hosting soirées at her own home in
Los Altos Hills. She also hosted many gatherings for Bud’s
executive group from Utah International. She really knew
how to throw a party, and was continually called upon to
offer her lovely home for charity events. Bev was truly an
elegant hostess and will be remembered as a warm and
welcoming human being.
A memorial service in Beverlee’s honor will be held at the
Menlo Presbyterian Church on Friday January 26, 2018 at
11:00 am, reception to follow.
In lieu of flowers, donations may be made to the
Peninsula Volunteers.
PAID

OBITUARY
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Come by and see
us some time...
we have the
open door policy!

Pulse
A weekly compendium
of vital statistics

POLICE CALLS
Palo Alto
Serving the community for over 26 years!

Charlie Porter Farmers® Agency
License # 0773991

671-A Oak Grove Ave, Menlo Park
cporter2@farmersagent.com

Jan. 10-Jan. 16
Violence related
Battery . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Assault with a deadly weapon . . . . . . . 1
Sexual battery. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Theft related
Commercial burglaries . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Fraud . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Grand theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
Identity theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
Petty theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4
Residential burglaries . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5
Cash forgery . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Strong arm robbery . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Vehicle related
Auto theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
Bicycle theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Driving with suspended license . . . . . . 3
Driving without license . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7
Hit and run . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
Lost/stolen plates . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Theft from auto . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 14
Vehicle accident, minor injury . . . . . . . 10
Vehicle accident, property damage . . . 8
Vehicle tow . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
Dependant adult abuse . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Alcohol or drug related
Drinking in public . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6
Driving under the influence . . . . . . . . . . 6
Drunk in public . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4
Possession of drugs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Possession of paraphernalia . . . . . . . . 6
Miscellaneous
Brandishing. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Disturbance . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Found property. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9
Lost property . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6
Misc. penal code violation . . . . . . . . . . 8
Missing person . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Outside assistance . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Possession of stolen property . . . . . . . 1
Psychiatric subject . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8
Suspicious circumstances . . . . . . . . . . 3
Vandalism . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Warrant, other agency . . . . . . . . . . . . 10
Public incident . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Resisting arrest. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1

Menlo Park

Jan. 10-Jan. 16
Violence related
Armed Robbery . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Theft related
Commercial burglaries . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Fraud . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
Petty Theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Residential burglaries . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Theft undefined. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Vehicle related
Bicycle theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4
Driving with suspended license . . . . . . 4
Hit and run . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5
Theft from auto . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Vehicle accident, minor injury . . . . . . . . 1
Vehicle accident, no injury . . . . . . . . . . 3
Miscellaneous
Coroner case . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Disturbance . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Found property. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Info case . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Lost property . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Outside assistance . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Suspicious circumstances . . . . . . . . . . 1
Vandalism . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
Warrant arrest. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11
Welfare check . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Child protective services. . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Receive stolen property . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Misappropriation of property . . . . . . . . 1

VIOLENT CRIMES
Palo Alto
Encina Avenue, 1/9, 3 p.m.; battery.
Encina Avenue, 1/13, 12:48 a.m.; assault
with a deadly weapon.
El Camino Real, 1/16, 11:58 a.m.;
battery.
De Soto Drive, 1/14, 11:27 a.m.;
dependant adult abuse.

Menlo Park

Terminal Avenue, 1/10, 10:03 p.m.;
armed robbery.

JulianaLee.com
Real Estate Seminar
Guest Speaker on 2018 Tax Reform

Sunday, 1/21(English) 2-4 PM
Saturday, 1/27 (Chinese) 2-4 PM
Location: Keller Williams Palo Alto
505 Hamilton Ave, STE 100, Palo Alto

FOR

SALE

Juliana Lee
REALTOR/MBA.LLB
Certiﬁed Residential Specialist

(650) 857-1000

(650) 857-1000
李文房地產做的最好

homes@julianalee.com
CALBRE 00851314
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Editorial
Eight is enough
This fall is the ideal time to submit school-board
term-limit measure to voters

A

lthough term limits have become the widely accepted standard
for city, county and state office holders in California, approved
by substantial margins by voters, most school boards have successfully resisted by declining to submit them to voters for approval.
Like opponents of tougher gun laws who never think the time is
right for a public discussion about them, neither immediately after a
horrific shooting, when emotions are high, nor later when the pressure for action dissipates, school boards seem to always find a reason
to deny the public the chance to vote on and enact term limits.
But due to the unusual current make-up of the Palo Alto school
board, with four of the five members still in their first four-year
term and the fifth on track to finish her third term totaling 13 years
in 2020, the school district has a rare opportunity to put a term limit
measure on this November’s ballot without it being personal or affecting any of its “young” members, who all say they will not seek
more than two terms. The time is right — and long overdue.
The proposal to put term limits before the voters came from Todd
Collins, one of the two members elected in November 2016. He believes the district would benefit from ensured turnover on the board
and the predictability of when open seats would create opportunities
for community members to run for office without having the nearly
impossible task of defeating an incumbent.
Perhaps predictably, although unfortunately, during discussion
at Tuesday night’s board meeting, only third-termer Melissa Baten
Caswell resisted the proposal, citing how rarely a school board
member has sought a third term and the value of experience. She
pointed to other school districts with trustees who had served for 20
or more years and who were highly valued resources to other board
members, including those in neighboring districts.
The other three Palo Alto board members each expressed support for Collins’ proposal and a belief that two terms (eight years)
is an appropriate length of service, but they also wondered if the
estimated one-time cost of $70,000 to $100,000 to put the termlimit measure on the ballot was a justifiable expense in light of the
district’s current budget challenges.
Although in the last 40 years only two school board members
decided to disregard the long-established but not required practice
of stepping down after eight years, both occurred in the last six
years — a time of unprecedented chaos and controversy within the
district. In 2012, Camille Townsend ran for and won a third term
and then left office at the end of 2016 after 13 years on the board,
deciding against going for a fourth term. In the 2016 election, Baten
Caswell successfully sought a third term. In both cases, potential
candidates were likely discouraged from organizing campaigns because of the uncertainty of whether these incumbents would step
down or run for another term.
So those who say that term limits aren’t needed because of the
self-discipline of school board members are misguided, and now
is the time to adopt term limits so the turnover of board seats is no
longer left to chance and subject to personal desires or ambitions.
The last time this issue arose, in 1997, was when then-school
board member Don Way proposed a two-term limit be placed on
the ballot for all the same reasons being advanced by Collins. Way’s
colleagues at the time saw no need for it given that the two-term
limit had become deeply embedded into the culture of school district politics. The proposal quickly died away, as it has on many
school boards throughout the state.
The reality is that incumbency is worth at least 10 to 15 percentage points in a local election, forcing interested challengers to start
well behind before the campaign even begins. Without term limits,
and especially in a community as rich with talent as Palo Alto, this
advantage undermines the desirable rotation of our representatives
and creates no predictability of opportunity.
This problem has been solved in almost every city and county
in California with overwhelming voter approval (and at a cost of
putting the measure on ballots) and with almost universal positive
effects for our democracy.
While the cost of placing a term-limit measure on the ballot is not
inconsequential, a one-time expenditure of up to $100,000, drawn
from the district’s substantial reserves, should not influence this
decision. This district routinely spends this kind of money on items
far less important than this reform. It is more than ironic that the
two board members who failed to follow the unofficial two-term
limit voted repeatedly, mostly in closed session, to unwisely spend
hundreds of thousands of dollars in legal expenses fighting against
the federal Office for Civil Rights.
Turnover on elected local public bodies is the lifeblood of democracy. It is what fuels new ideas, opens up access to underrepresented segments of the community and prevents administrators
from becoming too close to the officials to whom they report. Our
current school trustees should not put a price tag on that. Q
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Spectrum
Editorials, letters and opinions

Letters
On College Terrace
Market
Editor,
I would hope now that all parties will consider a new approach
to “viability” of a grocery store.
If some of the signs on the
side of the College Terrace Centre building had been for the
grocery store instead of First
Republic Bank, then maybe we
would not be here now with a
closed grocery store.
I would like to see the viability
process begin with a grocery consultant determining what product
mix and price structure would
provide adequate volume in this
location.
Then the costs of product, labor
and utilities could be figured to
arrive at a profit level.
That profit level would then
allow a determination of what a
sustainable rent would be; even if
negative, I would guess it would
cost the landlord less than 60,000
per month. I think the original
price for rent was set by comparing it to other grocery stores or,
perhaps more cynically, to satisfy
the banker.
I believe all my neighbors in
College Terrace and perhaps
throughout Palo Alto would like to
see the city administration make
sure in the future that all “public
benefits” be legally defined and
insist that all contracts have binding and enforceable clauses specifying the benefit and the penalties
for noncompliance. We cannot
redo the contract failures of past
administrations and their dealings
with developers, but hopefully we
can learn from our mistakes and
stop making the same mistakes
again. That would benefit all the
residents of Palo Alto.
Maybe the city needs a new
legal department with instructions to protect the citizens of
Palo Alto instead of only the
developers.
Maybe the most viable option would be to get a store like
Sprouts to open an annex here.
Larry Kavinoky
Oxford Avenue, Palo Alto

Political, not honorable
Editor,
Despite the inconvenient truth
that her 2016 campaign is under
investigation for finance violations by the California Fair Political Practices Commission (FPPC),
Palo Alto’s City Council unanimously elected fellow member Liz
Kniss as mayor.
Regardless of whether or not
the FPPC eventually penalizes
her, the basic facts — which Ms.

Kniss acknowledges without apology — are not in dispute.
Voluntarily, she pledged her
campaign would not accept donations from developers. Ms. Kniss
did accept such contributions but
failed to meet state law reporting
requirements.
Specifically, Ms. Kniss accepted donations from developers before the election but falsely
dated them as received after the
election and accepted donations
from well-known developers but
falsely reported their occupations/
employers as “unknown.”
Ms. Kniss dismissed these irregularities as justified by her
campaign treasurer’s convalescence and minimized them by
stating “almost every return to the
FPPC will have some errors.”
This explanation lacks credibility. She accepted and reported

non-developer contributions
within the same time period. Ms.
Kniss, a veteran of nine previous
elections, surely knew her campaign was prohibited from accepting any contributions during her
treasurer’s absence. And saying
“others did it, too!” never excuses
one’s own misdeeds.
Certainly, it is fair that she remain on council while receiving
her due process. Ms. Kniss’s behavior, however, has breached an
ethical divide that should have disqualified her from the privilege of
serving as mayor.
While it is customary to address
elected officials as “The Honorable...,” Ms. Kniss’s conduct —
and the City Council’s vote —
seem far more “political” than
“honorable.”
Jaclyn Schrier
Alma Street, Palo Alto

WHAT DO YOU THINK?
The Palo Alto Weekly encourages comments on our coverage
or on issues of local interest.

Do you support a two-term
limit for the Palo Alto
Board of Education?
Submit letters to the editor of up to 300 words to letters@paweekly.com.
Submit guest opinions of 1,000 words to editor@paweekly.com. Include your
name, address and daytime phone number so we can reach you.
We reserve the right to edit contributions for length, objectionable content,
libel and factual errors known to us. Anonymous letters will generally not be
accepted. Submitting a letter to the editor or guest opinion constitutes a
granting of permission to the Palo Alto Weekly and Embarcadero Media to also
publish it online, including in our online archives and as a post on Town Square.
For more information contact Editor Jocelyn Dong or Editorial Assistant
Christine Lee at editor@paweekly.com or 650-326-8210.

Check out Town Square!
Hundreds of local topics are being discussed by local residents
on Town Square, a reader forum sponsored by the Weekly at
PaloAltoOnline.com/square. Post your own comments, ask
questions or just stay up on what people are talking about
around town!

Off Deadline
Is Silicon Valley’s painfully severe ‘housing crisis’ insoluble?
by Jay Thorwaldson

A

t
gatherings late last
year, people
throughout the Peninsula had a chance
to express their
feelings and experiences relating to
— or inflicted by
— the “housing
crisis” that severely
impacts individuals,
families and businesses in the three-county
Silicon Valley region.
Some impacts are astoundingly positive. A
friend recently sold a modest home in north
Palo Alto for several million dollars, reaping
what he called “The Palo Alto Lottery.”
But many thousands of others are driven
to the brink of poverty, if not into full-blown
poverty, by housing costs. Others simply
move away — but are drawn back to the
strong job base of Santa Clara, San Mateo
and San Francisco counties.
Many nonresidents can’t buy in yet still
must commute to where the jobs are, spending hours a day in heavy traffic.
For several decades the cost of housing and
its side-effects have been topics of community discussion, planning and much (verbal)
hand-wringing by government officials. In
the late 1960s I wrote an article for the former Cry California magazine on “The Palo
Alto Experience,” detailing how housing
costs way back then were forcing people to
drive an average of 18 miles a day to get to
work. The 2.4-to-1 job-to-housing ratio was
a factor. It’s gotten worse.
From today’s perspective, the “crisis” has

become acute. Discussions about housing
have become increasingly intense, especially
as communities wrestle with what might be
done to alleviate the problem. Virtually no
one uses the word “solve.”
Last November, nonprofit and neighborhood groups co-sponsored community-discussion forums about the price of homes and
apartment rents. People from many income
levels, job types and family situations met
in varying-sized groups to share their stories about housing hardships and how they
handle, or struggle, with them.
The umbrella co-sponsor was Joint Venture Silicon Valley, an industry-based group
that has assumed responsibility for monitoring a wide area of social and economic
trends, under the leadership of CEO Russell
Hancock and his predecessor, former state
Senator Becky Morgan.
The group publishes an annual “Index”
of conditions and trends in the Silicon Valley region. It publishes periodic updates on
the economy.
Several years back, Hancock warned of a
“shrinking middle class” in Silicon Valley. At
one housing-discussion group in Palo Alto,
held at the Covenant Presbyterian Church in
south Palo Alto, the moderator was Margaret
“Peggy” Jensen, deputy county manager for
San Mateo County. A half-dozen participants
recounted their predicaments and strategies.
Jensen noted at the outset that every workday some 200,000 cars move into and out of
San Mateo County — more than four times
the number driven to a ball game at 3Com
Park. Side effects include use of fuel, pollution and cost — financial and personal.
A Bay Area Council poll last year found
that 40 percent of those who responded said

they “may leave the Bay Area” entirely because of the cost of housing and other factors,
she indicated.
Past land-use decisions are significant, she
noted. About 75 percent of San Mateo County land is dedicated to agriculture or open
space or is limited by the steep slopes on both
sides of Skyline Ridge. Both agriculture and
open space have their fiercely dedicated proponents who would fight to preserve those
lands.
On the flatlands, about two-thirds of the
houses are single-family dwellings, and
Peninsula communities have consistently
lowered height limits of apartment or condominium buildings.
Local funding to build “affordable housing” largely dried up when the state eliminated redevelopment agencies (in early 2012),
she added. To backfill the loss, San Mateo
County voters approved a bond measure for
such housing.
Yet even with such funding the number of
units that would be possible to build would
satisfy just a fraction of the demand for either
the workforce or overall, for any age or occupational group.
One glimmer of optimism arises from a
surge of interest in building below-marketrate housing by entrepreneurs, according to
an article by Marisa Kendall, a reporter for
the Bay Area News Group who covers venture capital and startups.
“An emerging group of local entrepreneurs
is taking up arms against the sky-high cost of
living in the Bay Area, hoping to end once
and for all the housing crisis crippling the
region,” she wrote in a recent article. “These
founders, intent on disrupting the housing
market and bringing down costs, are stepping

in as government officials and nonprofits
struggle with the enormity of the problem.”
A Joint Venture report last July on “The
Peninsula Economy” reached four conclusions: (1) job growth has slowed; (2) unemployment rates are low; (3) growth in the labor
force has stopped; and (4) the housing shortage remains, with record rents and prices. Yet
some large companies, such as Google, have
announced major job expansions.
Hancock is known for his optimism about
what he calls the amazing “phenomenon” of
the Silicon Valley economy of risk and innovation and challenge-solving abilities. But
he acknowledges that he’s unsure about what
can be done about the housing crisis.
“I’m an optimist by nature, so it pains
me to find myself feeling pessimistic
about housing in our region. But it’s hard
to see a solution,” he wrote in an email
response to my question about “solving the
housing crisis.”
“We’re highly developed already; people
are opposed to density; they’re also opposed
to vertical developments; and it means that
we’re nowhere close to providing the kind
of supply that can meet our burgeoning demand. I don’t know what can change it.”
Yet there is a change in “the tenor and
tone” of the discussion, he said. “People
are referring to this now as a crisis — ‘the
housing crisis.’ That has come into common
parlance.”
The November dialogues “have made
more people aware and willing to advocate
for density in the appropriate places,” meaning “elected officials will feel more support”
when facing local opposition. Q
Former Weekly Editor Jay Thorwaldson
can be emailed at jaythor@well.com.

Streetwise

What is your favorite indoor activity on a winter day?
Asked on California Avenue in Palo Alto. Question, interviews and photographs by Christine Lee and Marley Arechiga.

Maico Campilongo

Dulce Ibarra

Alex Dillard

Antonio Puglisi

Teri Colin

Restaurant Owner
Lincoln Avenue, Palo Alto

Bookkeeper
Fordham Street, East Palo Alto
“I watch TV when it’s cold outside.
I like movies. I don’t really like
comedies, so I watch dramas, and
I have kids, so I watch kid-friendly
movies too.”

Assistant Manager for Supported
Housing
Leland Avenue, Palo Alto

Student
Mayfield Avenue, Palo Alto

Housewares Manager at Mollie Stone’s
Masson Avenue, San Bruno

“I like reading all kinds of books:
histories, biographies and fiction.”

“Of course the TV is there. I used
to like to paint, and I need to get
back into it. It’s very relaxing. You
just focus on the painting versus
anything else in the world.”

“I play guitar and watch movies. I
like playing country music or Italian
songs and play for my wife, stepson
and dog. My brother sometimes joins
me on the harp, and sometimes we
play at our restaurant, which is my
second home.”

“I like reading science fiction,
thinking about how can the world
be different and what if it was. I’m
reading a science fiction trilogy
about what happens when you wire
people’s brains together.”
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CITY OF PALO ALTO
NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Palo Alto City Council will
hold a Public Hearing at the special meeting on Monday, January
29, 2018 at 6:00 p.m. or as near thereafter as possible, in the
Council Chambers, 250 Hamilton Avenue, Palo Alto, to consider
Adoption of (1) a Resolution to continue the Evergreen Park4H`ÄLSK9LZPKLU[PHS7YLMLYLU[PHS7HYRPUN9777YVNYHT;
(2) a Resolution establishing 2 hour parking along a portion of El
Camino Real between College Avenue and Park Boulevard; and
ÄUKPUN[OL(J[PVUL_LTW[MYVT[OL*HSPMVYUPH,U]PYVUTLU[HS
Quality Act (CEQA) (Continued from December 11, 2017).

Let Me Tell
Your Ancestors’ Stories
Photo Book Design & Production
Family History Story Writing
Vintage Photo Digitization
Elder Interviews
Genealogy Research

CIVIC CENTER, 250 HAMILTON AVENUE
BROADCAST LIVE ON KZSU, FM 90.1
CABLECAST LIVE ON GOVERNMENT ACCESS CHANNEL 26
*****************************************
THIS IS A SUMMARY OF COUNCIL AGENDA ITEMS.
THE AGENDA WITH COMPLETE TITLES INCLUDING LEGAL
DOCUMENTATION CAN BE VIEWED AT THE BELOW WEBPAGE:
http://www.cityofpaloalto.org/gov/agendas/default.asp

Closed Session
1. CONFERENCE WITH CITY ATTORNEY-EXISTING LITIGATION, Santa Clara County Superior Court,
Case No. 16CV300760, (One Case, as Defendant) –Miriam Green v. City of Palo Alto, Authority:
Government Code Section 54956.9(d)(1)
Special Orders of the Day
 -PYL :HML[` 4VU[O 7VZ[LY (^HYK 9LJVNUP[PVU [V 7HSV (S[V <UPÄLK :JOVVS +PZ[YPJ[ :[\KLU[Z MVY
Excellence in Design, Art, and Messaging
Consent Calendar
4. Adoption of a Resolution Vacating Public Utility Easement at 693 Arastradero Road
5. Adoption of 2018 Utilities Legislative Policy Guidelines and City Legislative Priorities
6. SECOND READING: Adoption of an Ordinance Amending Section 2.040.160 (City Council Minutes)
of the Palo Alto Municipal Code to Provide for Action Minutes and Video/Audio Recordings as the
6ѝJPHS9LJVYKVM*V\UJPS)\ZPULZZHUK+PYLJ[PUN[OL*SLYR[V7YLWHYL:LUZL:\TTHYPLZVM*V\UJPS
and Council Standing Committee Meetings for the use and Convenience of Council and the Public
(FIRST READING: December 4, 2017 PASSED: 8-0 Fine absent)
7. SECOND READING: Adoption of an Ordinance Amending Chapter 2.11 of Title 2 of the Palo Alto
Municipal Code to Reauthorize Public, Education, and Government (PEG) Access Fees That Will
Apply to Comcast as it Provides Service Under its State Video Franchise (FIRST READING: December
11, 2017 PASSED: 8-0 Fine absent)
8. SECOND READING: Adoption of an Ordinance Amending Chapter 16.28 of Title 16 of the Palo Alto
4\UPJPWHS*VKL[V9L]PZL[OL9LX\PYLTLU[ZMVY+L^H[LYPUN+\YPUN*VUZ[Y\J[PVUVM)LSV^.YV\UK
Structures (FIRST READING: December 11, 2017 PASSED: 8-0 Fine absent)
9. Review and Acceptance of Annual Status Report on Developers’ Fees for Fiscal Year 2017; and
(KVW[PVUVM[OL9LZVS\[PVU4HRPUN-PUKPUNZ9LNHYKPUN<UL_WLUKLK*VTT\UP[`*LU[LY+L]LSVWTLU[
-LLZPU[OL(TV\U[VM 3PIYHY`+L]LSVWTLU[-LLZPU[OL(TV\U[VM  HUK7HYR
Development Fees in the Amount of $430,859
10. Approval of a Construction Contract With Federal Solutions Group in the Amount of $745,000 for
the City Hall Floors 4 and 5 Remodel and Elevator Control Panel Upgrade Project (CIP Numbers PF01003, PE-12017, PE-17008, and PE-17009)
 (WWYV]HSVMH3PJLUZL(NYLLTLU[>P[O.;,4VIPSUL[VM*HSPMVYUPH3PTP[LK7HY[ULYZOPW+)(=LYPaVU
Wireless for Placement of Telecommunications Facilities on City Owned Property Located at 1082
Colorado Avenue
Action Items
 7<)30*/,(905.!VU6IQLJ[PVUZ[V>LLK(IH[LTLU[HUK(KVW[PVUVMH9LZVS\[PVU6YKLYPUN>LLK
Nuisance Abated
13. Review the Revised City Comment Letter on the Draft Environmental Impact Report (EIR) for the
Stanford General Use Permit (GUP) Application to Santa Clara County (County) and Authorize the
4H`VY[V:PNUHUK:[Hќ[V;YHUZTP[[OL3L[[LY[V[OL*V\U[`
14. Approval of a Construction Contract With Ranger Pipelines, Incorporated, in the Amount of $16,371,586
for the Upgrade Downtown Project, Funded Through Capital Improvement Program Projects GS12001, WS-12001, PL-16001, PL-15004, FO-10001, PO-89003, and PE-86070; Authorization for the
City Manager to Negotiate and Execute Related Change Orders Not-to-Exceed $1,637,159 in Total
=HS\L"HUK(WWYV]HSVM)\KNL[(TLUKTLU[ZPU[OL*HWP[HS0TWYV]LTLU[-\UK-PILY6W[PJZ-\UK
Gas Fund, and Water Fund
15. Infrastructure Plan and Projects: Status Update on Infrastructure Plan Projects, Anticipated Costs and
-\UKPUN3L]LSZ"9LJVTTLUKH[PVUHUK7VZZPISL(J[PVU[V9LTV]L[OL:LJVUK)HZLTLU[3L]LS-YVT
[OL *HSPMVYUPH (]LU\L 7HYRPUN .HYHNL [V 9LK\JL *VZ[Z" HUK +PZJ\ZZPVU HUK *V\UJPS +PYLJ[PVU VU
Project Priorities, Timing and Potential Funding Options to Achieve a Fully Funded Infrastructure Plan
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are going on in your city!

www.diondesktop.com

PALO ALTO CITY COUNCIL

AGENDA–SPECIAL MEETING–COUNCIL CHAMBERS
JANUARY 22, 2018 AT 5:00 PM

Check out the Weekly’s
Community Calendar
for the Midpeninsula.

Go to
www.PaloAltoOnline.com/
calendar

Please send inquiries to
diondesk@gmail.com

BETH D. MINOR
City Clerk

Looking
for something
to do?

City of Palo Alto
Planning and Transportation
Commission Regular Meeting
250 Hamilton Avenue, Council Chambers
January 31, 2018 at 6:00pm
Action Items:
1. PUBLIC HEARING: Recommendation to the City Council
to Adopt an Ordinance Amending Palo Alto Municipal
Code (PAMC) Title 18 (Zoning), Chapter 18.28 (Special
Purpose, PF, OS and AC Districts), Sections 18.28.050 (Site
Development Standards), 18.28.060 (Additional PF District
Design Requirements), and 18.28.090 (Parking and Loading)
to Revise Development Standards for City Essential Services
Buildings and Emergency Communication Towers, and Public
Parking Facilities within the Public Facilities (PF) Zone District
within the Downtown and California Avenue Districts, and to
Make Other Clerical or Technical Corrections. CEQA: The
proposed Ordinance is evaluated in the Draft Environmental
Impact Report (EIR) for the Palo Alto Public Safety Building
and Public Parking Garage Project at 250 and 350 Sherman
Avenue. The Draft EIR was published January 8, 2018 for
a 45 day comment period ending February 22, 2018. For
More Information, Contact Amy French at Amy.french@
cityofpaloalto.org.
2. PUBLIC HEARING / QUASI-JUDICIAL. 2755 El Camino
Real [16PLN-00464]: Recommendation for Adoption of an
Ordinance Amending Palo Alto Municipal Code (PAMC) Title
18 (Zoning), Chapter 18.30 (Combining Districts) to Add a
New Combining District to Allow for High Density Multi-family
Housing that Includes a Workforce Housing Component
to be Located on Public Facilities Zoned Properties Within
0.5 Miles of Fixed Rail Transit; Adoption of an Ordinance
Amending the Zoning Map to Apply the New Combining
District to the Project Site; and Site and Design Approval to
Allow Construction of a 57 unit Multi-family Residence at the
Project Site. Environmental Assessment: An Initial Study/
Mitigated Negative Declaration (IS/MND) was published for
public comment on January 19, 2018 for a circulation period
ending on February 20, 2018. Zoning District: Public Facilities
(PF). For More Information Contact the Project Planner Claire
Hodgkins at Claire.Hodgkins@cityofpaloalto.org.
3. PUBLIC HEARING: Recommendation to the City Council to
Adopt an Ordinance Amending Palo Alto Municipal Code
(PAMC) Chapter 18.40 (General Standards and Exceptions)
of Title 18 (Zoning) that Adds a New Section for the Annual
6ɉJL 3PTP[ 9LN\SH[PVUZ HUK 9LTV]LZ [OL 9LZWLJ[P]L
Regulations from Chapter 18.85 (Interim Zoning Ordinances).
The Proposed Ordinance will perpetuate the existing annual
SPTP[ VM  ZX\HYL MLL[ VM UL^ VɉJL9 + KL]LSVWTLU[
WLY `LHY ^P[O TVKPÄJH[PVUZ YLNHYKPUN [OL YL]PL^ WYVJLZZ
unallocated area rollover provisions, and exemptions as
discussed by the City Council on September 5, 2017. CEQA:
This ordinance is within the scope of the Comprehensive Plan
,U]PYVUTLU[HS0TWHJ[9LWVY[,09JLY[PÄLKHUKHKVW[LKVU
November 13, 2017 by Council Resolution Nos. 9720 and
9721. For More Information, Please Contact Clare Campbell
at clare.campbell@cityofpaloalto.org.
The Planning and Transportation Commission is live streamed
online at http://midpenmedia.org/category/government/city-ofpalo-alto and available on via cablecast on government access
channel 26. The complete agenda with accompanying reports is
available online at http://www.cityofpaloalto.org/gov/boards/ptc/
default.asp. For Additional Information Contact Yolanda Cervantes
at Yolanda.Cervantes@cityofpaloalto.org or at 650.329.2404
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of the
Courtesy of Amanda Mills, Midpeninsula Regional Open Space District

Open-space managers, environmentalists
battle to keep weed from taking over
by Sue Dremann

A

ll along Interstate 280 —
from Daly City to San Jose
— a 2 1/2-foot-tall Christmas tree-shaped plant is buffeted
by the wake of speeding cars.
From July to September, it’s just
about the only plant of that size
and shape along the roadside that
is still green during the parched
summer months.
The seemingly innocuous
plants are less conspicuous but
also present along U.S. Highway
101 from South San Francisco
to south of San Jose and along
Highway 92 between 101 and 280.
It’s as though Johnny Appleseed
had strewn the seeds from a sack
along the way.
But these plants are not friendly, nor do they produce benefits
as delicious as apples. The only
benefit of stinkwort is that it was
traditionally used to treat lice in
chickens in Crete, according to
research by Andrea Pieroni and
others in the 2006 Journal of
Ethnobiology and Ethnomedicine. Commonly called stinkwort (botanical name Dittrichia
graveolens) for its resinous,

camphor-like smell, it’s an alien
poised to dominate grasslands
and open spaces from the baylands to the mountains.
Stinkwort can kill grazing animals. Barbs on the fluffy-tipped
seeds, which help it spread, damage the animals’ digestive systems. Oils in the plant also taint
the flavor of meat and milk of
animals that have consumed the
plants, according to various studies cited in a 2013 U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA)
“Weed Risk Assessment” report.
The plants also are known to
cause allergic reactions and severe dermatitis in people who
come in contact with the sticky
resin, and dogs who have worked
amid dense patches of stinkwort
have been known to vomit, probably from ingesting or inhaling
the bristles, according to some
studies.
The plant’s rapid spread is concerning to land managers. The
USDA report states stinkwort
could potentially infest 63 percent
of the United States.
Santa Clara County is ground

Veronica Weber

Stinkwort plants setting seed dominate a hillside overlooking the
Palo Alto Baylands at Byxbee Park.

Brian Fair, a Midpeninsula Regional Open Space technician, surveys stinkwort plants at Rancho San
Antonio Open Space Preserve.
zero. The native Mediterranean
plants were initially identified
near Milpitas in 1984, the first
known location in the country,
according to multiple sources.
By 2012, stinkwort had spread
to 36 of California’s 58 counties,
researcher Rachel Brownsey reported in 2013 in the periodical
California Agriculture.
The stinkwort, a member of
the sunflower family, is an annual plant that grows and flowers
during the hotter summer months
when other plants are already dormant or have gone to seed.
It produces an estimated 71,000
seeds per plant, readily disbursed
over the land and carried by the
wind, water, animals, vehicles or
clothing, according to the USDA
report.
Its native habitats are riparian woodlands, margins of tidal
marshes, vernal pools and alluvial
floodplains, according to the California Agriculture report.
But stinkwort is also able to
grow in many soil types and
habitats, meaning that it is able
to make a home in locations that
are forbidding to other invasive
plants, land managers said. In
California, it has been found to
tolerate rare serpentine and saline soils, where rare, endangered
and specialized plant species reside. Locally, it has been found in
or near the serpentine habitat at
Edgewood Park in Redwood City
and at the edge of marshlands at
Palo Alto’s Byxbee Park.
Stinkwort plants love disturbed
soils and therefore also easily
colonize construction sites, overgrazed rangelands and levees,
among other areas.
At this time, stinkwort is considered a “moderate” weed by the
Berkeley-based nonprofit California Invasive Plant Council,
meaning it has a moderate-high
impact on the environment with
a high potential to spread. But
stinkwort’s rating could rise if left
unchecked, land managers said.

A spreading weed

S

tinkwort began invading
Byxbee Park in 2005, said
Daren Anderson, City of
Palo Alto’s division manager of
Open Space, Parks and Golf.
“We believe it first arrived in
the preserve on the tires of vehicles entering the former landfill.
Staff and volunteers dedicated
significant amounts of time trying to eradicate it before it spread

‘Invasive plants can
degrade and reduce
wildlife habitat.
The invasive weeds
create monocultures
and crowd out native
plant species. Many
wildlife species are
dependent upon the
native plant species.’
– Daren Anderson,
City of Palo Alto’s division
manager of Open Space,
Parks and Golf

beyond control,” he wrote in an
email. “We have had some success in limiting its spread, but it
is challenging.”
Walk up a hill just behind the
Byxbee parking lot and one will
encounter an entire hillside of
stinkwort plants. It is less common along the marsh edges, where
a few plants are scattered here and
there. It also has been found at the
nearby Palo Alto Airport and in
other parts of the Palo Alto Baylands Preserve, according to maps
by the nonprofit Calflora, which
lists all plants in California and
their locations.
Volunteers with the Palo Alto

nonprofit Grassroots Ecology
have removed stinkwort at Cooley
Landing in East Palo Alto, Byrne
Preserve in Los Altos Hills and
Palo Alto’s Foothills Park and
Pearson-Arastradero Open Space
Preserve, according to Claire Elliott, senior ecologist.
She has found stinkwort growing out of walls and between rocks
off Bol Park trail in Palo Alto and
in some surprising locations.
“One of the first places where it
caught my eye was the roof on the
green buildings at Foothill College. It was in a rain garden and
had been introduced into the soil
on the roof,” she said.
Bicycle and vehicle tires are
probably the most common vectors. Some land managers said
that could explain why they have
found more isolated stands deep
in open-space areas, where bicyclists might ride on trails.
“Several years ago, I worked
with a group of neighbors to control the plant at Strawberry Hill
(by Gunn High School), where
we got it mostly under control. I
fear it will be back at that location since the new VA hospital
construction trucks have left it all
along the new retaining wall over
the hill,” she said.
Although the research isn’t
in yet on what effects stinkwort
might have on the ecosystem,
Anderson and Elliott both think
it will have an impact.
“I believe stinkwort, like most
invasive weeds, has an impact on
flora and fauna. Invasive plants
can degrade and reduce wildlife
habitat. The invasive weeds create
monocultures and crowd out native plant species. Many wildlife
species are dependent upon the
native plant species,” Anderson
said in an email.
Midpeninsula Regional Open
Space District has been working to eradicate stinkwort since
2012, said Jonathan “Coty”
(continued on page 16)
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Cover Story
Stinkwort sightings 1984-2018
East
Palo Alto

Menlo
Park

How to manage stinkwort

Don Edwards
San Francisco Bay
National Wildlife
Refuge

Here are some of the best ways to control the
invasive stinkwort plants (Dittrichia graveolens)
on private property.
Identification: Santa Clara County Division of
Agriculture: 408-918-4600 (has a biologist on staff);
Santa Clara County Weed Management Area:
Nancy Barrera, 408-201-0646; San Mateo County
Department of Agriculture: 650-363-4700; Calflora:
tinyurl.com/dbakxm; California Invasive Plant Council:
tinyurl.com/y9pelozo. The latter two have maps,
photos and descriptions.
Eradication and disposal: Hand pull the plants or
cut the root about one inch or more below ground
to prevent it from re-sprouting. If the plants are not

Palo Alto

Los Altos
Hills

Mountain
View

Los Trancos
Woods

Monte Bello
Open Space
Preserve
Map by Kristen Brown

Source: Calflora

A map shows many of the locations where stinkwort has been
spotted since 1984, as reported to the nonprofit plant resource site
Calflora. The plants have since been eradicated in some locations.
Information is courtesy of Calflora.

Stinkwort
(continued from page 15)

Sifuentes-Winter, acting senior
resource specialist. The weed
has been found at 15 district preserves: Bear Creek Redwoods, El
Sereno, Fremont Older, La Honda
Creek, Long Ridge, Los Trancos,
Monte Bello, Picchetti Ranch,
Pulgas Ridge, Rancho San Antonio, Ravenswood, Sierra Azul,
Skyline Ridge, St. Joseph’s Hill
and Windy Hill.

“Some sites have extremely
small infestations that were just
found this year, such as Long
Ridge, which has one known location on the Chestnut Trail with
11 to 50 plants,” he said. Larger
stands can contain hundreds of
plants.
As the weed slowly makes its
way into the preserves, land managers are concerned for the grasslands. Some grassland areas in
the preserves have native grasses,
forbs and wildflowers along with
protected red-legged frogs and

San Francisco garter snakes. If it
gets into these areas, land managers could have difficulty figuring
out how to treat it while not doing
damage to the species, he said.
Driving north on Interstate 280,
the rolling grassland hills below
Stanford University’s Dish are
tawny in the morning light. But
in the draws between the hills,
stinkwort, now dried and brownish and in full seed, is growing up
the hillsides.
At the university’s Jasper Ridge
Biological Preserve, sensitive
habitats are also under threat by
stinkwort. The plants first appeared in 2005 in an area that
was mowed to create a fire break
and in a fire-staging area near
the boundary of Portola Valley’s
Westridge neighborhood. Docents
and researchers recognized the
plants and pulled all of them out
by hand, said Nona Chiariello, a
Jasper Ridge staff scientist.
But every year since, stinkwort
has re-invaded. In 2007, staff
found a private property near
the preserve had an extensive
stinkwort stand. With the landowner’s cooperation, the preserve
conducted its first-ever effort to
manage a neighboring property,
according to a 2006-07 annual
report.
But since that time, Jasper
Ridge staff members have seen
stinkwort crop up on lands in all
directions.

flowering, the plants can be piled on the ground. But
if flowers have formed, seeds can still mature. The
plants should be bagged and disposed in the trash.
Protection: Wear thick gloves without seams, such
as rubberized gloves, to prevent the sticky hairs and
resin from contact with skin. Wear long pants. This
plant can cause severe allergic contact dermatitis.
When to remove: April-September. Start pulling
plants early in spring. Remove the plants before they
flower. Bag the seed heads before removal to prevent
seeds from scattering.
Sources: Calflora, Cal-IPC, Grassroots Ecology,
Midpeninsula Regional Open Space District, Town
of Los Altos Hills.

“Stinkwort is present along
Sand Hill Road, along highway 280 and in Westridge, all
of which could represent source
populations for invasion into Jasper Ridge, directly or indirectly,”
Chiariello said in an email.

Taming a monster

S

ome land managers point
to the highways as the most
threatening source of stinkwort. At Interstate 280’s interchanges, notably at Sand Hill and
Page Mill roads, the plants are
still lush and green from the moist
conditions, even as the weeds in
other locations have dropped their
seeds.
The California Department of
Transportation (Caltrans), which
owns and maintains these highways, is responsible for controlling the weed. But Caltrans District 4 spokesman Jeff Weiss said
that the problem is vexing. The
department began a spraying program that was met with opposition from some environmentalists,
particularly in San Mateo County,
where there are many watersheds.
On the other hand, some land
managers are pushing for Caltrans
to do more spraying, he said. Spot
spraying each plant would be a
Herculean task, Weiss said.
“It’s not possible to eradicate
by hand (because of numbers of
plants), and mowing is an ineffective way of controlling it,” he said.

Weiss called stinkwort “highly
virulent.”
“It’s so hard to control that if we
can just keep it on the side of the
roads, it’s a victory,” he said.
At Jasper Ridge, persistence
has kept the monster at bay.
Staff members survey for stinkwort multiple times each year,
then they hand-cut and pull the
weeds before the plants set flowers or seeds. Preserve staff and
docents have successfully maintained near-zero stinkwort plants
throughout 99 percent of the
preserve.
“Our goal is to not let it get
ahead of us,” Chiariello said. “For
1 percent of Jasper Ridge Biological Preserve, we have tried to reduce the infestation rather than
(aiming for) complete removal,”
Hand weeding has also been
used on other Stanford University lands, according to the office
of Land Use and Environmental
Planning.
“The last few years, field crews
have been diligently hand pulling it out of the central part of the
salamander conservation area —
gradually working out from the
center,” said Alan Launer, associate director of conversation management, in a 2017 statement provided by the university. “It is slow
progress. Hand-pulling seems to
be the most effective method for
controlling Dittrichia graveolens
in areas where herbicide use is

Courtesy of Alisa Kim, Grassroots Ecology

Veronica Weber

Jonathan “Coty” Sifuentes-Winter, Midpeninsula Regional Open Space
District interim senior resource specialist, stands in a field at Rancho San
Antonio Open Space Preserve where stinkwort had to be eradicated.
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Grassroots Ecology volunteers remove stinkwort plants at Foothills Park in Palo Alto.

Cover Story

Veronica Weber

Claire Elliott, senior ecologist at Grassroots Ecology, surveys a
slope at Arastradero Preserve where native tarweed (light-green
patches to the left) intersects with invasive weeds.
inappropriate (most wetlands and
areas where protected amphibians
are present) and mowing is not allowed due to heightened fire risk.”
At Midpeninsula Regional
Open Space District, staff members have found stinkwort on 40
acres and removed about 3.4 acres
worth of stinkwort from those
sites in 2016. When plants are
young in early summer they don’t
produce much oily resin. The district can use a low dose of herbicide to kill the plants. But later
in the season the herbicides can’t
penetrate past the oils anymore, so
staff and volunteers go into handweeding mode. Stinkwort plants
have a taproot, but if cut an inch
or so below the ground they will
die. Their seed’s longevity is only
two to three years. Staff remains
diligent by returning to previously treated sites to remove the

stinkwort again and again until the
seed bank in the soil is depleted.
Midpen also uses a phone app,
iNaturalist, so that open-space
visitors and volunteers can take
a photo of a suspected infestation
and add information about its location. The location is uploaded as
a GPS point, allowing experts to
see the observations and investigate the location.
“It’s a huge help. I get alerts
any time anyone sees something,”
Sifuentes-Winter said.
Funding for weed management
throughout public lands is limited,
many land managers said. Weed
Management Area committees
made up of county, city and nonprofit agencies were to receive
state funding from the Noxious
Weed Management account of the
California Department of Food
and Agriculture, but there hasn’t

been any money, said Eric Wylde,
Santa Clara County deputy agricultural commissioner. The state
legislature originally passed a
bill creating the account in 1999.
Since the program’s creation,
$16.1 million in private funding
and resources have matched the
$5.6 million state dollars. But the
program was last funded in 2010,
but not since the budget crisis hit,
said Doug Johnson, executive director of the California Invasive
Plant Council. In 2014, AB 2402
passed, which revived the program, but only after removing the
$2 million funding the bill sponsors had requested.
“We’ve continued to advocate
for renewing the program. We’re
hopeful that there will be a bill or
budget request this spring to renew
funding. It might be a standalone
effort, or it might be bundled with
other invasive species efforts. Addressing invasive shothole borers
(an insect) is a mounting issue, for
instance, that could use funding.
And since that can impact urban
street trees, it will have high visibility in areas with more representation,” he said.
Weed management groups
around the state have mostly disbanded as a result, but Santa Clara
and San Mateo counties’ groups
still meet to share information. Sifuentes-Winter said Midpeninsula
Regional Open Space has spent
$15,000 per year for the past two
years to control stinkwort using
staff, contractors and volunteers.
Those costs don’t include mapping. He said staff plans to ask the
district’s board for more funding
to fight invasive weeds, of which
the district has identified 40 different species in its preserves.
Stanford spokeswoman Jean
McCown said it is not possible
to break out the university’s
cost of fighting stinkwort, as
the work is just one part of

open-space management.
Anderson said city of Palo Alto
staff is currently working with a
consultant to create a Comprehensive Conservation Plan for the
Baylands Nature Preserve, which

‘Our goal is to not let it
get ahead of us.
For 1 percent of
Jasper Ridge Biological
Preserve, we have
tried to reduce the
infestation rather than
complete removal.’
— Nona Chiariello,
Jasper Ridge staff scientist
will include guidance on how to
best direct the city’s limited resources toward controlling invasive plant species and protecting
habitat.
“Stinkwort will certainly be one
of the species of concern analyzed
in the plan. A similar plan will be
done for Foothills Park, Pearson
Arastradero Preserve and Esther
Clark Park,” he said.
Elliott said her group spends
about $1,000 a year on hand weeding, cutting plants and mowing to
control stinkwort. Most of the
work is done by volunteers.
“The good news is it controls
quickly. When it was on Strawberry Hill we pulled over 100 plants.
In the next year, there was only a
10 percent regrowth,” she said.
But even in death, the stinkwort
has a few tricks up its proverbial
sleeve. If the plants are flowering,
even when cut and piled up, they
can still produce mature seeds,
she said. Elliott and the Grassroots crews must take care to cut

The

the plants before they flower or to
bag and remove flowering plants
from the site. Mowing times are
also critical. If mowed too early,
the plants will just sprout again
and make tiny flowers near to
the ground that can also produce
seeds. Those plants are impossible
to then get out without herbicide.
Sifuentes-Winter said he has
used mowing to his advantage, allowing the plants to re-sprout and
then applying herbicide to the tender new shoots.
While man is battling the invasive stinkwort, Mother Nature
does not appear to be sitting idly
by.
Along Alpine Road in a median
under Interstate 280, the advance
of the stinkwort seems to stop just
where a large area of the native
aromatic golden aster, or telegraph
weed, begins. And in a median at
Sandhill Road over Interstate 280,
another aromatic herb, the native
hayfield tarweed, appears to be
maintaining a sizable area on the
edge of a stinkwort stand.
Time, and perhaps research, will
tell which gets the upper hand.
“I have seen a tarweed plant and
a stinkwort plant growing side by
side,” Elliott said. “Only one of
them is going to win.” Q
Staff Writer Sue Dremann
can be emailed at sdremann@
paweekly.com.
About the cover:
Illustration and design by
Doug Young
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Read more articles about stinkwort:
• How to identify native and nonnative
plants
• Resources that show how invasive
stinkwort is in your neighborhood
• What Los Altos Hills is doing to
combat the weed

Jean and Bill Lane

Lecture Series 2017–2018
Presents

Claire Messud
Reading

MONDAY, JANUARY 22, 2018, 8:00 PM
CUBBERLEY AUDITORIUM,
SCHOOL OF EDUCATION,
485 LASUEN MALL,
STANFORD UNIVERSITY

Photo credit: Ulf Andersen

Veronica Weber

A lone stinkwort in seed at Palo Alto’s Byxbee Park encroaches near
the edge of the salt marshes.

“I can think of few writers capable of such thrilling
seriousness expressed with so lavish a gift.”
— Rachel Cusk, Evening Standard

FREE AND OPEN TO THE PUBLIC
INFORMATION: 650.723.0011 HTTP://CREATIVEWRITING.STANFORD.EDU
Sponsored by Stanford University’s Creative Writing Program
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Arts & Entertainment
A weekly guide to music, theater, art, culture, books and more, edited by Karla Kane

Courtesy Hershey Felder Presents

TheatreWorks and Hershey Felder
score another music-bio hit

by Karla Kane
act: TheatreWorks Silicon
Valley audiences adore
Hershey Felder. The Canadian piano virtuoso, actor and
playwright has carved out a niche
for himself as a master of one-man
musical biographies, and the two
shows he’s previously brought to
TheatreWorks, including last year’s
“Hershey Felder, Beethoven,”
broke box-office records for the

F

theater company. His latest, “Our
Great Tchaikovsky,” has bested
“Beethoven’s” pre-opening ticketsales record, TheatreWorks recently announced. It may well finish
its run as the new all-time favorite,
if the standing ovation Felder received at the press opening is anything to go by.
Most casual listeners will no
doubt recognize much of the music in this show but might not

Courtesy Hershey Felder Presents

Piano virtuoso Hershey Felder brings to life the music and story of
composer Pyotr Ilyich Tchaikovsky in “Our Great Tchaikovsky,”
presented by TheatreWorks Silicon Valley.
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know much about the man behind
it. I include myself in that category: As opposed to, for example,
Beethoven, by whose life story I’ve
long been intrigued, I knew little
more than the nationality, most
famous works and, roughly, time
period of this most esteemed of
Russian composers going into the
performance.
“Our Great Tchaikovsky”’s
format will be mostly familiar to
fans of Felder’s other shows, as
he combines his incredible piano
skills with his knack for storytelling, bringing to life the composer
of “The Nutcracker,” “Swan Lake”
and other masterpieces through
first-person anecdotes (complete
with a Slavic accent). But with
“Tchaikovsky,” Felder also breaks
character from time to time to
speak to the audience about the
process of creating the show as well
as about the fraught socio-political
climate in both Tchaikovsky’s and
modern Russia, and how that climate ties in to Felder’s attempt to
provide a respectful, fair and true
story of Tchaikovsky’s life.
Pyotr Ilyich Tchaikovsky
(Felder’s favorite composer since
childhood) was born in 1840 and
died under mysterious circumstances just before the turn of the
next century. Educated to become
a civil servant, he, like so many
artists since time immemorial, defied his family’s plans for him in
order to pursue his musical dreams.
Though his work was eventually
favored by the czar, affording him
some creature comforts, and his
popularity in the United States
led to him performing at the inaugural concert at New York City’s
Carnegie Hall, he nonetheless
lived a difficult life, often scraping by on commissions. His work

is romantic, passionate and beautiful, fusing Western technique and
knowledge with a native Russian
touch — the tunes that launched
a thousand would-be black swans
and sugar-plum fairies — and in
Felder’s deft hands both he and his
music are thoroughly appealing.
Felder does not attempt to answer
the question of how Tchaikovsky,
seemingly in good health until the
end, really died. Was it brokenhearted suicide, murder or is the
“official” story of cholera spread
through tainted drinking water the
true explanation? The mystery lives
on, as does his music.
Today, Russia is proud to claim
him but reluctant, Felder explains,
to accept an important aspect of
his life: his apparent homosexuality. This “proclivity,” as Felder’s
Tchaikovsky refers to it, haunted
and shamed him, dooming him to
a life of guilt, secrecy and loneliness, and the fear of being outed
and punished for it. Even sadder, Felder points out, is that the
Russian government of today is
scarcely any more tolerant of homosexuality, passing laws against it
in recent years and turning a blind
eye to vigilante acts of brutality,
and unwilling to accept it in the biography of their cherished Tchaikovsky. This information adds a
poignancy and relevance to the
show that make the experience of
spending an evening with the artist
all the more meaningful.
All these productions really need
to succeed are Felder, a piano and
the music, but TheatreWorks audiences are granted an extra treat in
the form of Felder’s own scenic design and Christopher Ash’s lighting and projection design, turning
the stage into a gorgeous dacha
(Russian country house), among

other locales. The audience literally gasped in awe when the delicate
woodland trees were illuminated
near the top of the show and were
further delighted by projections
of birds, deer, snowfall and more
over the course of the night. All
these bells and whistles are superfluous but highly enjoyable, a visual accompaniment to the glorious
sounds on stage.
The show, directed by longtime
Felder collaborator Trevor Hay,
which runs for more than an hourand-a-half without intermission,
sometimes gets bogged down under
the weight of Russian names and
the cramming-in of biographical
facts, but Felder fans (myself, again,
included) will thoroughly relish another evening with the maestro.
Russian powers that be, it seems,
are happy to celebrate Tchaikovsky
as a national symbol — as the possessive “our” in the title suggests
— but all too eager to deny his humanity. Felder brings that humanity to the forefront. Q
Arts & Entertainment Editor
Karla Kane can be emailed at
kkane@paweekly.com.
What: “Our Great Tchaikovsky”
Where: Mountain View Center
for the Performing Arts, 500
Castro St., Mountain View
When: Through Feb. 11.
Cost: $40-$100, depending on
seat choice.
Info: Go to theatreworks.org.

SEE MORE ONLINE
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For a story about Palo Alto musician
Bob Zander, go to PaloAltoOnline.
com/arts.

Eating Out

Founder of local startup Rocket Vodka inspired by his Norwegian father

by Alexandria Cavallero
Photos by Veronica Weber

L

ike so many great Silicon
Valley origin stories, Dariusz Paczuski’s started in his
Menlo Park garage. But in this case,
there was a lot of alcohol involved.
Paczuski launched Rocket Vodka
last March after what he described
as a nine-month “involuntary sabbatical” from his job. During that
period, he spent more time with his
family, invested in himself — and
started a vodka company.
His process is well-vetted, drawn
from trial and error and inspired
by years of watching his father
make his own liquor while growing up in Norway.
“My father made spirits from apples but he’d age it for brandy in oak
barrels,” Paczuski said. “We had
apple trees — Norwegian ground
apples — (and he) would take the
downed apples, juice them and ferment them.”
Though his father never got the
chance to try his vodka, Paczuski
launched the company on the fourth
anniversary of the day he died.
“I had this vodka idea for almost
10 years and never had any time
to work on it,” he said over cocktails made with his vodka, served
at the Four Seasons East Palo Alto
bar in double-walled Rocket Vodka
branded steel mule mugs. (Copper
mugs conduct heat, he said.)
Paczuski began making vodka
with a friend, a Russian engineer
at Google, by buying three types of
apples — Fuji, Granny Smith and

Red Delicious — from the Menlo
Park farmers market. They brought
them back to his garage to steep in
white painters’ buckets with warm
water and yeast for three weeks.
Then they waited.
In the first bucket, there was what
remained of the Granny Smiths,
coated in a carpet of green mold.
Skeptical but determined, they filtered the mixture and distilled it.
“That one, basically, I think we
made penicillin,” Paczuski said.
“In fact, I got a rash on my thigh
(from it).”
The second bucket, filled with
Red Delicious apples, was also
unsuccessful. The fibrous apple
variety, though sweet, did not have
enough sugar. The resulting liquor
was too watery.
The third and final bucket, however, was more encouraging.
From there, Paczuski realized
that there was promise in his plan.
He realized quickly that he wouldn’t
be able to continue making vodka
in his garage and began looking for
a distillery. He narrowed it down
to award-winning master distiller
Gordon Helm at Dry Diggings Distillery in El Dorado Hills. It’s close
to Apple Hill, from where Rocket
Vodka sources apples, and Lake
Tahoe, from which the company
sources water to make the vodka.
The vodka itself is distilled in
small batches. Each bottle contains 68 apples. Rocket Vodka is
made from both apple juice and
concentrate — a blend of Granny Smith, Golden Delicious and
Fuji apples — so there is enough

Far left: Dariusz Paczuski,
the founder of Rocket
Vodka, says his applebased spirits were
inspired by his father’s
homemade apple brandy.

natural sugar to activate the yeast.
Beyond striking the precise balance between natural sugars and
apple-to-apple ratios, the trick, Paczuski said, is to “use high-quality
ingredients and be true to the process.” This creates a spirit that’s
not only pleasing in cocktails or on
the rocks, but also void of any nonnatural sugars, he said.
“Younger versions of me, older,
female and male, still drink, we
just care about what we put into our
bodies,” Paczuski said. “We also
don’t binge drink anymore — or at
least not as often,” he laughed.
Rocket Vodka is now sold at
more than 80 bars, clubs, restaurants, resorts, hotels and retail venues throughout California. Paczuski
is also in talks with distributors in
Nevada and is even putting out feelers in Norway, all while he juggles
the demands of a family and a fulltime job in the tech industry.
The taste of Rocket Vodka reminds him of his childhood in
Norway, he said, like the scene in
the film “Ratatouille” when the
food critic is transported to his own
childhood through the taste of familiar food.
“I flash back to being in the basement in Norway where my dad had
hidden the moonshine,” he said.
Sometimes, his father would let
him taste a drop on the tip of his
pinky finger.
“That taste of that appley spirit,” he said, closing his eyes, “Our
vodka takes me back to that.” Q
Alexandria Cavallero is a
former Palo Alto Weekly intern.
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A monthly section on local books and authors

One- on- one
with

Ba r r y Eisler
‘John Rain’ author talks publishing,
politics, new thriller
BY MICHAEL BERRY
politics and extrapolating
them into rough-and-tumble tales of skullduggery
and conspiracy.
Now he’s published a new
thriller, “The Night Trade,” that
addresses a particularly harrowing subject — the sexual exploitation of children around the world.
On Tuesday, Jan. 23, Eisler will
read and sign copies of his new
book (released this month) at Kepler’s Books in Menlo Park.
A New Jersey native and a
graduate of Cornell Law School,

HERSHEY FELDER

Music by Piotr Ilyich Tchaikovsky
Written and Performed by Hershey Felder
Directed by Trevor Hay

”Th
he ev
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e
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uoso play
ys
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d liike
a Steiinway!””
The Merrcury New
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Now thru Feb 11
Mountain View Center
for the Performing Arts
theatreworks.org
650.463.1960

TheatreWorks
SILICON VALLEY

HERSHEY FELDER / COURTESY HERSHEY FELDER PRESENTS
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Eisler,
years in
Ei
l 54,
54 spentt three
th
i a
covert position with the CIA’s
Directorate of Operations. (He
says he left the Agency because
the bureaucracy conflicted with
his entrepreneurial interests.) He
later practiced law and worked
as an executive for a Silicon Valley startup. He spent a number
of years in Japan, soaking up the
ambiance and earning a black belt
from the Kodokan Judo Institute.
In 2003, Eisler made his debut
as a novelist with “Rain Fall,”
which introduced his signature character John Rain, a half
American, half Japanese assassin who kills with undetectable
methods in the now famous espionage thriller series. (Actor
Keanu Reeves played the assassin on screen in “Rain.”)

Courtesy of Barry Eisler

A

ccording to Barry Eisler,
what’s bad for America
is good for thriller writers like himself.
The Mountain View resident and best-selling author
writes about characters on the
edge — assassins, covert operations specialists and sex
crimes investigators. He has
set his novels and short stories
in locations across the globe
and prides himself on getting
the details right. He is skilled
in spotting emerging trends in

Barry Eisler
Eisler made headlines in 2011,
when he turned down a six-figure
deal from his publisher, St. Martin’s, choosing instead to publish
through Amazon’s APub program and its Thomas & Mercer
mystery and thriller publishing
imprint.
It’s a decision he in no way
regrets. According to Eisler, representatives from Amazon told
him, “We get what you’re doing.
You’re looking for better time to
market, more control over business decisions, more flexibility
overall, and a much higher per
unit royalty rate.”
“The Detachment” was a solid hit as an e-book, and Eisler’s

literary career was changed forever. Eisler has since reclaimed
the rights to republishing his
backlist of books with new titles
and cover art.
Although he is often referred
to as a self-publishing advocate, Eisler demurs, saying that
authors should simply pick the
strategy that works best for them
“Publishing, for me, is a business, not an ideology.”
Eisler’s spouse is literary agent
Laura Rennert, and he credits
her with shifting his career into
overdrive.
“I’m not saying this just because she’s my wife, but she is,
by far, the best agent I’ve ever
had. I’ve never been happier with
a representative on a number of
levels, thank God.”
With his two most recent books,
Eisler has focused on a new character. Introduced in “Livia Lone,”
the Seattle sex crimes detective
finds in “The Night Trade” that
she can’t escape the horrors of her
past, when her parents sold her
and her younger sister into slavery in her native Thailand. She
has taken revenge on some of the
men who raped her, but some are
still at large, more than a decade
and a half later.
In “The Night Trade,” Livia
receives an offer from Homeland Security that allows her to
journey back to Asia. There she
connects with another member
of the John Rain fictional universe — Dox, a former Marine
sniper and a confidante of Rain.
Dox also has deadly unfinished
business with at least one of the
individuals sought by Livia.
Asked whether he finds it difficult to write from a female perspective, Eisler said, “I just start
with what I know about people.
Then I try to ask, how would I see
the world if I were this character,
with this set of circumstances?

Title Pages
That works for me.”
He said, “I think it’s better to
put on your Human Hat first before worrying about ‘Oh, God.
I’m a man and (the character is)
a woman.”
One aspect of the Livia Lone
books that was particularly challenging was its subject matter:
child slavery and sexual abuse.
“It’s the kind of thing where you
know it exists in the world, but it’s
comforting to not have to know
the details or how widespread it
is,” he said. “This particular topic
was just brutal to read about and
to interview cops about.”
Eisler recognizes that human
trafficking happens in the Bay
Area.
“We comfort ourselves by
thinking, ‘horror exists in the
world, but not here.’ That’s not
good, because horror is a human
thing, not a cultural thing. It exists everywhere, and if you think
it doesn’t happen here, how are
you going to address it?”
Despite its darker scenes, “The
Night Trade” isn’t completely
bleak.
“One of the things that makes
the book work so well is that it’s
not so much about the horror as
about the enduring — and ultimately triumphant — power of
love,” Eisler said. “Livia is a survivor, and she’s motivated by love.”
Although he often extrapolates
from current events and technologies, Eisler takes pride in the

factual accuracy of his fiction. He
even reserves space on his website
to listing mistakes brought to his
attention by readers.
“At the outset, I wanted to make
my books as real as I could, and
I wanted that to be part of my
brand,” he said. “From the first
book, all the settings are places
I’ve lived or at least traveled to
and explored firsthand.”
“The plots I use typically have
something to do with real things
that are going on in the world,
sometimes things that are not
as widely appreciated as they
should be.”
He points to his recent standalone thriller, “The God’s Eye
View” and its depiction of “metastasizing surveillance.”
“What a lot of people don’t understand is just how widespread
and intrusive the technology has
become,” he said. “It’s mind-boggling what’s out there and what

5

the government is deploying.”
Asked whether he has taken any
inspiration yet from the Trump
administration, Eisler said,
“As a citizen and thriller writer
I ask, ‘How did we get to this
point, where an orange-haired reality-TV buffoon and obvious con
man could be elected president?’
Something’s going on within the
political system of this country for
that to happen.” Q
Michael Berry is a freelance
writer for the Palo Alto
Weekly. You can reach him at
mikeberry@mindspring.com.
What: Barry Eisler reads and
signs “The Night Trade.”
Where: Kepler’s Books, 1010 El
Camino Real, Menlo Park.
When: Tuesday, Jan. 23, at 7:30
p.m.
Cost: $15-$50.
Info: keplers.com.

BAFTA AWARD NOMINATIONS

CITY OF PALO ALTO
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Palo Alto City
Council will hold a Public Hearing at the special
meeting on Monday, January 29, 2018 at 6:00 p.m.
or as near thereafter as possible, in the Council
Chambers, 250 Hamilton Avenue, Palo Alto, to
consider: adoption of an Ordinance amending
Title 18 (Zoning) of the Palo Alto Municipal Code
to conform with new State Laws regarding
Accessory Dwelling Units (ADU) HUK ÄUKPUN
the action exempt from review under the California
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) pursuant to
Public Resources Code Section 21080.17 and
CEQA Guidelines Sections 15061(b), 15301,
15303 and 15305. The Planning & Transportation
Commission recommended approval of these
amendments on November 29, 2017.
BETH D. MINOR
City Clerk

INCLUDING

DIRECTOR
BEST ACTOR
BEST ADAPTED SCREENPLAY
BEST FILM LUCABESTGUADAGNINO
TIMOTHÉE CHALAMET
JAMES IVORY
THE
BEST PICTURE OF THE YEAR
LOS ANGELES FILM CRITICS ASSOCIATION GOTHAM AWARDS

CITY OF PALO ALTO
ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT
WWW.SONYCLASSICS.COM

NOW
PLAYING

PALO ALTO
CINÉARTS @ PALO ALTO SQUARE
3000 El Camino Real (800) CINEMARK
VIEW THE TRAILER AT WWW.CALLMEBYYOURNAME.COM

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that a Draft Mitigated Negative Declaration has been prepared by the City of Palo Alto
for the project listed below. In accordance with CEQA
Guideline Section 15073, this document will be available
online for review during a minimum 30-day circulation period beginning January 19, 2018 and ending February 20,
2018. The environmental document is available at https://
tinyurl.com/2755-El-Camino-Real. If you need assistance,
please visit the City’s Development Center during the
hours of 8:00 A.M. and 4:00 P.M. at 285 Hamilton Avenue,
Palo Alto, California.
This item will be considered at a public hearing by the
Planning and Transportation Commission, Wednesday,
January 31, 2018 at 6:00 PM in the Palo Alto City Council
*OHTILYZVU[OLNYV\UKÅVVYVM[OL*P]PJ*LU[LYSVJH[LK
at 250 Hamilton Avenue, Palo Alto, California. Written
comments on the Mitigated Negative Declaration will be
accepted until 5:00 PM on February 20, 2018 in the PlanUPUNHUK*VTT\UP[`,U]PYVUTLU[+LWHY[TLU[VɉJLZVU
[OL ÄM[O ÅVVY VM *P[` /HSS VY JVTTLU[Z TH` IL LTHPSLK
to Claire Hodgkins at Claire.Hodgkins@cityofpaloalto.org.
PUBLIC HEARING / QUASI-JUDICIAL. 2755 El Camino
Real [16PLN-00464]: Recommendation for Adoption of an
Ordinance Amending Palo Alto Municipal Code (PAMC) Title
18 (Zoning), Chapter 18.30 (Combining Districts) to Add a
New Combining District to Allow for High Density Multi-family Housing that Includes a Workforce Housing Component
to be Located on Public Facilities Zoned Properties Within
0.5 Miles of Fixed Rail Transit; Adoption of an Ordinance
Amending the Zoning Map to Apply the New Combining
District to the Project Site; and Site and Design Approval
to Allow Construction of a 57 unit Multi-family Residence at
the Project Site. Zone District Public Facilities (PF). CEQA:
An Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration (IS/MND)
was published for public comment on January 19, 2018 for
a circulation period ending on February 20, 2018. For More
Information Contact the Project Planner at Claire.Hodgkins@cityofpaloalto.org.
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Home&Real Estate

OPEN HOME GUIDE 29
Also online at PaloAltoOnline.com

A weekly guide to home, garden and real estate news, edited by Elizabeth Lorenz

Home Front
WINTER GARDENING ... Expert
gardeners will be on hand at the
Palo Alto Demonstration Garden,
851 Center Drive, Palo Alto, on
Saturday, Feb. 3, from 10-11 a.m.
Demonstrations will include winter
gardening tasks such as pruning
roses and planting bare-root fruit
trees, and master gardeners will
be available to chat about coolseason vegetable beds, lawn
replacements, spring gardening
tasks.
HIGH RENT DISTRICT ... It’s
confirmed. ApartmentList.com has
studied the data and found that
rents in Palo Alto have declined
0.5 percent over the past month,
but are up 4.6 percent over last
year. Median rent prices here
prove to be less affordable than
comparable cities nationwide
(surprise!), with Palo Alto’s median
two-bedroom rent of $3,090
above the national average of
$1,170.
NOT TOO LATE TO WINTERIZE
... From Kelly Roberson at the
home-maintenance desk at Better
Homes and Gardens Magazine,
here are a few winterizing tips for
the rainy season: 1. Clean your
roof gutters. Leaves and other
accumulated debris can clog
and that can cause water to back
up and spill over. Use a small
tool such as a hand scraper to
remove any lodged-in materials
and rinse the gutters with a hose,
making sure that downspouts are
directed away from the home, not
toward the foundation. 2. Check
for heating leaks. According to the
Environmental Protection Agency,
most homes in the U.S. have
enough leaks equal to having a
window open every day of the year.
3. This is a good time to give your
air conditioners some TLC. Drain
hoses and clean up any water in
the drain pan. You can also cover
the unit to prevent rainwater from
entering during winter. 4. Check
your attic insulation, which should
be 12 inches; seeing roof joints is
one clue that you might not have
enough. 5. Change the flow on
ceiling fans. In cold weather, ceiling
fans should push the warm air
trapped at ceiling height down, so
the blades should turn clockwise.

Send notices of news and events related
to real estate, interior design, home
improvement and gardening to Home
Front, Palo Alto Weekly, P.O. Box 1610,
Palo Alto, CA 94302, or email elorenz@
paweekly.com. Deadline is one week
before publication.

READ MORE ONLINE

PaloAltoOnline.com

There are more real estate features
online. Go to PaloAltoOnline.com/
real_estate.

The scalloped leaves of fuzzy “lamb’s ears” (bottom right) nestle underneath sculptural Mexican deergrass in the Palo Alto Demonstration Garden.

T

he lush green lawns
splashed on magazine covers and in your neighbor’s
backyard hold a secret: Water, and
lots of it. To stay healthy, traditional
grass requires 62 gallons for every
100 square feet, coming to more
than 6,200 gallons for each watering session of a 1,000-square-foot
lawn. That’s about 356 showers.
Drought-minded Californians
should consider a makeover, or else
maybe give up bathing for a year.
According to Vera Kark, a Santa
Clara County master gardener
who works at the Palo Alto Demonstration Garden, those looking to
reform their water-guzzling yards
should get acquainted with the
enormous number of ornamental
grasses and plants that thrive in the
area’s mild climate.
“Low-water conditions and water conservation are key to having
a landscape in California from now
on,” Kark said. “The good news is
we have a wide range of plants that
are low water.”
At the Demonstration Garden,
colorful options in the water conservation section (part of the Waterwise Project) crowd out any
memory of plain grass. In one spot,
the soft, scalloped leaves of “lamb’s
ears” nestle next to towering Mexican deergrass, and a few yards
away, yellow flowers peek out from
the “happenstance” rosebush.
Other options include lavender,
spiky rosemary, dense Emerald’s
carpet, manzanitas and “lion’s tail.”
But before getting carried away,
Kark recommends walking around
your neighborhood. Many Palo Altans already have converted their
front lawns away from standard
grass. Some have chosen just one
or two groundcovers; others, like
Kark, have a garden teeming with
different colorful species, from
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Grasses
of a different color

Short-mown lawns give way to ornamental grasses
and plants that shift with seasons
by Fiona Kelliher | photos by Veronica Weber
dramatic cacti to fruit trees.
“You don’t have to just have
flowers to have color,” she said.
“You can have a silver palette, or
yellowy-greens to dark reds with
foliage alone ... think texture and
size.”
While noting their favorites, gardeners should also consider their
own yard’s constraints of shade
and sun, along with how much
time they want to spend on the
plants and how they plan to water
them. Instead of spraying water indiscriminately, computer applications are available to control water

usage; Kark’s is a “very geeky” and
precise system she connects to on
her iPhone. For those who prefer
a more traditional way of gardening, an old-fashioned sprinkler and
a timer will do.
After deciding on a few plants,
Kark recommends starting with ornamentals at the edges of the lawn
to see what thrives, or replacing the
entire lawn. To do so, you should
cut the grass as short as possible
and cover the area with overlapping cardboard so that no lawn
is exposed. Water the cardboard,
add a layer of compost on top, and

Left, Yaku Jima silvergrass frames the smaller spiky plant below.
Right, moving counter clockwise from the bottom, woolly thyme,
native fescues, silver carpet and kurapia show the variety of colors
and textures of native grasses and ground covers which can be used
to replace lawns.

finish the “lawn lasagna” with four
to six inches of mulch such as wood
chips. Be patient.
Six to eight weeks later, the area
will be ready for planting. At this
point, the most important thing
is to read plant labels, Kark said,
which can be a challenge for the
overzealous grower.
One common misconception
is that you should always plant
California natives, even along the
Midpeninsula; in fact, the local micro-climate in this area is Mediterranean and not all California native
plants will flourish. Knowing what
plants actually need will help them
grow with less effort, Kark said.
Fortunately, resources abound
for those looking to sniff out new
ideas. Gardeners can peruse the
Waterwise tips on the Santa Clara
County master gardeners’ website,
troubleshoot ideas with local master gardeners, or even take classes.
At the Demonstration Garden,
master gardeners are on-site on
Saturdays and Mondays.
You also won’t need nearly as
many plants as you think: one of
Kark’s favorite gardening rules is
“first year sleep, second year creep,
third year leap.” The two plants that
look sparse this year might be fine
next year once they get established,
and you’ll save yourself the trouble
and cost. (Landscapers might try to
tell you differently.)
Kark’s final piece of advice appeals to those who see gardening
as an escape from less forgiving
environments. “Now’s the time
to weed,” Kark said. “It’s very
therapeutic.”
For more information, go to bit.
ly/mediterraneangarden. Q
Fiona Kelliher is an intern
at the Palo Alto Weekly. She
can be emailed at fkelliher@
paweekly.com.

Sat & Sun 1:30 - 4:30 pm

781 Channing Ave, Palo Alto
5 Bed | 4.5 Baths | Home: 3,335 SF | Basement: 1,200 SF | Lot: 10,400 SF
Style and innate charm deﬁne this Craftsman style home. With elegance and modern ﬂair throughout,
the 5 bedroom 4.5 bath home is surrounded by towering trees and colorful perennials and offers a tranquil
setting for entertaining and relaxation and a large play area for kids under a towering redwood tree. Just
blocks from downtown Palo Alto shopping and restaurants and near world-renowned Stanford University.
(Buyer to verify square footage)
• Large living room with a ﬁreplace and hardwood ﬂoors
• Formal dining room with a picturesque window that
overlooks the front garden
• Gourmet kitchen with big marble table and top of the
line appliances
• Spacious family room with ﬁreplace that opens through
panoramic sliding doors to the outdoor brick patio
• Posh master suite with ﬁreplace includes an office
area, walk-in closet and exceptionally large bathroom

• Two downstairs bedrooms with Jack and Jill bath
• Two upstairs bedrooms with Jack and Jill bath,
large vanity areas and closets
• Detached one car garage
• Outstanding Palo Alto schools,
Addison, Jordan, Palo Alto High

Offered at $4,895,000

Samia Cullen

Broker Associate

650.384.5392
scullen@apr.com
BRE#01180821
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THE ADDRESS IS THE PENINSU
THE EXPERIENCE IS AIN PINEL

ATHERTON $14,800,000

WOODSIDE $12,995,000

390 Stevick Drive | 5bd/5ba
Mary & Brent Gullixson | 650.888.0860
License # 00373961 | 01329216
BY APPOINTMENT

310 Kings Mountain Road | 4bd/4.5ba
Diane Rothe | 650.787.9894
License # 00974243
BY APPOINTMENT

133 Ash Lane | 4bd/3.5ba
Barbara Piuma | 650.464.8593
License # 00938609
BY APPOINTMENT

ATHERTON $5,250,000

MENLO PARK $4,988,000

PALO ALTO $4,895,000

197 Glenwood Avenue | 4bd/3.5ba
Judy Citron | 650.543.1206
License # 01825569
BY APPOINTMENT

1080 Klamath Drive | 4bd/4ba
Keri Nicholas | 650.533.7373
License # 01198898
BY APPOINTMENT

781 Channing Avenue | 5bd/4.5ba
Samia Cullen | 650.384.5392
License # 01180821
OPEN SAT & SUN 1:00-4:00

96 Hillbrook Drive | 5bd/3.5ba
Joe Bentley | 650.867.0199
License # 01082626
BY APPOINTMENT

PALO ALTO $3,495,000

LOS ALTOS $3,295,000

LOS ALTOS HILLS $3,798,000

PORTO

PORTO

VALLEY $3,590,000

VALLEY $6,295,000

LOS ALTOS HILLS $5,995,750
13531 Burke Road | 5bd/5.5ba
J. James/D. van Hulsen | 650.218.4337
License # 01138400 | 01749772
OPEN SAT & SUN 1:00-5:00

PORTO

VALLEY $4,249,000

12820 Deer Creek Lane | Lot
J. James/L. Roberts | 650.218.4337
License #01138400 | 01814885
BY APPOINTMENT

155 Cherokee Way | 4bd/3ba
Dean Asborno | 650.255.2147
License # 01274816
BY APPOINTMENT

629 Glenbrook Drive | 3bd/3ba
Erika Ameri | 650.269.8211
License # 01727613
OPEN SAT & SUN 12:00–5:00

24225 Summerhill Avenue | 4bd/3ba
Claudia Montalban | 408.891.5907
License # 01016193
BY APPOINTMENT

PALO ALTO $2,850,000

PALO ALTO $2,350,000

SAN JOSE $2,288,888

MOUNTAIN VIEW $1,595,000

1815 Hamilton Avenue | 3bd/2ba
Jeff Stricker | 650.823.8057
License # 00948847
OPEN SAT & SUN 1:30-4:30

1115 Oregon Avenue | 3bd/2ba
M. Corman/M. Montoya | 650.823.8212
License # 01111473 | 01911643
BY APPOINTMENT

1030 Laura Ville Lane | 5bd/3ba
Pamela Culp | 415.640.3293
License #00896337
BY APPOINTMENT

121 Pacchetti Way | 4bd/3ba
Yvette Stout | 650.208.4510
License # 01461495
OPEN SAT & SUN 1:30-4:30

APR.COM
Over 30 Real Estate Offices Serving The Bay Area Including
Palo Alto
650.323.1111

Los Altos
650.941.1111

Menlo Park
650.462.1111

Menlo Park-Downtown
650.304.3100

Woodside
650.529.1111

Square footage, acreage, and other information herein, has been received from one or more of a variety of different sources.
Such
has not been veriﬁed by Alain Pinel Realtors®. If important to buyers, buyers should conduct their own investigation.
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Woodside Vineyard Estate
Offered at $34,600,000 · WoodsideVineyardEstate.com

OPEN HOUSE SUNDAY 1:30–4:30PM

One-of-a-Kind Contemporary Retreat
135 Willowbrook Drive, Portola Valley · 135willowbrook.com
6 Beds · 6.5 Baths · Home ±6,080 sf · Lot ±1.4 acres
Noelle Queen
650.427.9211
n.queen@ggsir.com
CalBRE 01917593

Michael Dreyfus
650.485.3476
m.dreyfus@ggsir.com
CalBRE 01121795
728 Emerson Street, Palo Alto, CA 94301 · Each Office is Independently Owned and Operated.
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OPEN SAT & SUN 1:30–4:30PM

Charming
ming Vintage Gem in Old Palo Alto
2290 South Court, Palo Alto
Offered at $2,998,000 | 4 Beds | 2 Baths | Home ±2,344 sf | Lot ±6,300 sf
This absolutely charming, mostly original 1929 vintage home
is the perfect entré into Palo Alto’s best neighborhood.
Traditionalists will appreciate the old world architectural details
such as the living room’s barrel vaulted ceiling, leaded glass and
casement windows, tile fireplace surround in the Craftsman
style and picture rail trim, all of which create a great first
impression. The gracious formal dining room and eat in kitchen
make entertaining easy. Bedrooms are arranged with flexibility

in mind--two on the first floor and two more plus an office /
playroom / or even possibly a fifth bedroom on the second floor.
Remodel, rebuild or live in as is. This Old Palo Alto period home
offers plenty of possibilities and the premier location provides
proximity to Silicon Valley’s top tech companies, Palo Alto’s
excellent public schools, all that Stanford University has to offer,
and convenient access to local shops and restaurants!
For more, visit 2290southcourt.com

Downtown Menlo Park
640 Oak Grove Ave, Menlo Park
650.847.1141
GoldenGateSIR.com
Each Office is Independently Owned
and Operated.
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Colleen Foraker
650.380.0085
colleen@colleenforaker.com
colleenforaker.com
CalBRE 01349099

Sold!

205 Walter Hays Drive, Palo Alto
X

Highest price per Sq. Ft
in Green Gables in 2017

X

Ready for market in 5
days

X

Sold in 3 days

X

Closed in 1 week

X

Generated 7 all cash
offers

X

Sold over winter holidays

What your neighbors are saying
“Leika and Arti truly are the Dynamic Duo!
They undertook a crazy (some might have
said impossible) timeline with grace and
aplomb, never once doubting they could work
effectively on our behalf but always ensuring
we knew what the road ahead held for us. And,
our outcome was beyond our expectations.
Their professionalism and intelligence is
unparalleled, and as an added bonus, they are
willing to share their knowledge which was a
welcome surprise! We have already told friends
they should talk with Arti and Leika who will be
at the ready when needed. What a pair – thanks
to them both for taking care of our entire family
throughout an emotional process.”
– K and A

Arti Miglani

650.804.6942
#01150085
amiglani@apr.com
www.ArtiMiglani.com

Leika Kejriwal

650.218.5345
#00942482
leika@apr.com
www.leika.apr.com
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Marketplace

fogster.com

TM

THE PENINSULA’S
FREE CLASSIFIEDS WEB SITE
Combining the reach of the Web with
print ads reaching over 150,000 readers!

fogster.com is a unique web site offering FREE postings from communities throughout the Bay Area and
an opportunity for your ad to appear in the Palo Alto Weekly, The Almanac and the Mountain View Voice.

Bulletin
Board
115 Announcements
DID YOU KNOW
7 IN 10 Americans or 158 million U.S.
Adults read content from newspaper
media each week? Discover the Power
of Newspaper Advertising. For a free
brochure call 916-288-6011 or email
cecelia@cnpa.com (Cal-SCAN)
DID YOU KNOW
144 million U.S. Adults read a
Newspaper print copy each week?
Discover the Power of Newspaper
Advertising. For a free brochure call
916-288-6011 or email
cecelia@cnpa.com (Cal-SCAN)
EVERY BUSINESS
has a story to tell! Get your message
out with California’s PRMedia Release “
the only Press Release Service operated
by the press to get press! For more
info contact Cecelia @ 916-288-6011 or
http://prmediarelease.com/california
(Cal-SCAN)

PREGNANT?

WISHLIST FRIENDS PA LIBRARY

$300+Research Program for Teens

150 Volunteers

215 Collectibles &
Antiques

FRIENDS OF THE PALO ALTO LIBRARY

Mountain View High School Wear

JOIN OUR ONLINE STOREFRONT TEAM

Vintage Mountain View Mugs

152 Research Study
Volunteers

235 Wanted to Buy

Start Dancing in 2018 (3 -teen)
Valentines Day Singles Dance

$300+Research Program for Teens

FREE BOOK GIVEAWAY AFTER SALE
HEARING LOSS? HLAA
HUGE BOOK SALE JAN 13 AND 14
Mountain View Space Camp!

133 Music Lessons
Christina Conti Piano
Private piano lessons. In your home
or mine. Bachelor of Music, 20+ years
exp. 650/493-6950
Hope Street Music Studios
Now on Old Middefield Way, MV.
Most instruments, voice. All ages
and levels 650-961-2192
www.HopeStreetMusicStudios.com

135 Group Activities
Learn to Square Dance!

145 Non-Profits
Needs
DONATE BOOKS/SUPPORT PA LIBRARY

For Sale

240 Furnishings/
Household items

405 Beauty Services
ELIMINATE CELLULITE
and Inches in weeks! All natural. Odor
free. Works for men or women. Free
month supply on select packages. Order
now! 1-844-703-9774. (Cal-SCAN)

425 Health Services

Everything MUST Go! - $negotiable
Fisher Price Swing and Seat - $20

202 Vehicles Wanted

245 Miscellaneous

DONATE YOUR CAR
TRUCK OR BOAT TO HERITAGE FOR
THE BLIND. FREE 3 Day Vacation, Tax
Deductible, Free Towing, All Paperwork
Taken Care of. Call 1-800-731-5042
(Cal-SCAN)

SAWMILLS from only $4397.00
MAKE & SAVE MONEY with your own
bandmill- Cut lumber any dimension.
In stock ready to ship! FREE Info/DVD:
www.NorwoodSawmills.com
1-800-578-1363 Ext.300N (Cal-SCAN)

Got an older car, boat
or RV? Do the humane thing. Donate it
to the Humane Society. Call
1-800-743-1482 (Cal-SCAN)

2018 Free Events Calendar - $00.

Processing Donations

“Portrayed-Off” — Something’s lost in the interpretation.
by Matt Jones

WANTED! Old Porsche
356/911/912 for restoration by hobbyist
1948-1973 Only. Any condition, top $
paid! PLEASE LEAVE MESSAGE
1-707- 965-9546 (Cal-SCAN)

Mind
& Body

fogster.com

TM

This week’s SUDOKU

A PLACE FOR MOM
The nation’s largest senior living referral
service. Contact our trusted,local
experts today! Our service is FREE/
no obligation. CALL 1-855-467-6487.
(Cal-SCAN)
MAKE THE CALL
TO START GETTING CLEAN TODAY.
Free 24/7 Helpline for alcohol & drug
addiction treatment. Get help! It is time
to take your life back! Call Now:
855-732-4139 (AAN CAN)
OXYGEN - Anytime. Anywhere!
No tanks to refill. No deliveries. The AllNew Inogen One G4 is only 2.8 pounds!
FAA approved! FREE info kit:
1-844-359-3976. (Cal-SCAN)
PREGNANT?
CONSIDERING ADOPTION? Call us first.
Living expenses, housing, medical, and
continued support afterwards. Choose
adoptive family of your choice. Call 24/7.
1-877-879-4709 (Cal-SCAN)
PREGNANT?
CONSIDERING ADOPTION? Call us first.
Living expenses, housing, medical, and
continued support afterwards. Choose
adoptive family of your choice. Call 24/7.
877-362-2401 (AAN CAN)

Social Security Disability?
Up to $2,671/mo. (Based on paid-in
amount.) FREE evaluation! Call Bill
Gordon & Associates. 1-800-966-1904.
Mail: 2420 N St NW, Washington DC.
Office: Broward Co. FL., member TX/NM
Bar. (Cal-SCAN)

636 Insurance
Lowest Prices on Health
& Dental Insurance. We have the best
rates from top companies! Call Now!
888-989-4807. (Cal-SCAN)

640 Legal Services
Denied Credit??
Work to Repair Your Credit Report With
The Trusted Leader in Credit Repair. Call
Lexington Law for a FREE credit report
summary & credit repair consultation.
855-620-9426. John C. Heath, Attorney
at Law, PLLC, dba Lexington Law Firm.
(AAN CAN)
DID YOU KNOW
Information is power and content is
King? Do you need timely access to
public notices and remain relevant
in today’s hostile business climate?
Gain the edge with California News
Publishers Association new innovative
website capublicnotice.com and check
out the FREE One-Month Trial Smart
Search Feature. For more information
call Cecelia @ (916) 288-6011 or
www.capublicnotice.com (Cal-SCAN)

695 Tours & Travel
Tours, Vacation Packages
and Travel Packages since 1952.
Visit Caravan.com for details or call
1-800-CARAVAN for catalog. (CalSCAN)

Home
Services
707 Cable/Satellite

Jobs
500 Help Wanted
IT/Software
Software Engineer (Palo Alto, CA) to
dvlp, create, modify & maintain app.
sftwr; Dvlp & direct sftwr systm testing
& validation procedures; prgrmng &
documentation; & sftwr upgrades.
Req knowl of bash, SQL, perl, awk &/or
python. Req. Master’s degree. Resume
to HR, Zugata, Inc., 1895 El Camino Real,
Palo Alto, CA 94306.
Answers on page 29.

Across
1 Trivia contest locales
5 Went over like ___ balloon
10 Sheep sounds
14 Racecar driver Luyendyk
whose son is currently “The
Bachelor”
15 How some rooms are lit
16 Shrek or Fiona, e.g.
17 Hanging around, being a
particle, losing its charge,
catching up on reading, etc.?
19 Like some histories
20 Piece of property
21 Gym fixture
23 Take out
25 May honoree
26 Anticipating a little devil?
33 Furor
34 Leachman of “Young
Frankenstein”
35 Caffeine-containing nut
37 “Rebel Without a Cause”
costar Sal
39 “Superman” archvillain Luthor

www.sudoku.name

Answers on page 29.

40 Abate
41 Tennis player Wawrinka
42 Copper coating
44 “May ___ now?”
45 Nonexistent grades like “G+”?
48 “Westworld” network
49 Photos, slangily
50 Chain that sells a lot of cups
56 Time periods
60 “Free Willy” whale
61 “Give it up!” (or what the
theme answers do)
63 Clock face
64 Pulitzer-winning novelist
Alison
65 Spiced tea beverage
66 Gardener’s purchase
67 Streisand title role of 1983
68 Russian ruler, before 1917
Down
1 NATO phonetic alphabet letter
after Oscar
2 Web addresses
3 Confirmation ___

4 Iroquois League nation
5 Big bother
6 Pick-me-up
7 Abu Dhabi leader, for instance
8 Lip balm ingredient
9 Phenomenal performers
10 Soundstage equipment that
hangs high
11 Cultural leader?
12 Kazakhstan border “Sea” that’s
really a lake
13 Auction off
18 Exterior finish for some
houses
22 Palme ___ (Cannes Film
Festival prize)
24 ___ Tuesday (“Voices Carry”
group)
26 Water filter brand name
27 Kidney-related
28 “The Dark Knight” trilogy
director
29 “Lady Bird” writer-director
Gerwig
30 Hyphenated descriptor for a
repairperson
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31 Recurrent theme
32 Not-so-subtle promos
33 Contacts online, for short
36 Abbr. on military mail
38 Spellbind
40 Sumptuous
42 In a self-satisfied way, maybe
43 Little bite
46 Flow’s counterpart
47 Look forward to
50 Covers with turf
51 Muse, for one
52 Antioxidant-rich berry
53 Heavy metal’s Mˆtley ___
54 “Freak on a Leash” band
55 Barbecue rod
57 Satisfied sounds
58 March Madness gp.
59 Make Kool-Aid
62 ___ Aviv, Israel
©2018 Jonesin’ Crosswords (editor@
jonesincrosswords.com)

560 Employment
Information
No experience, all types
sizes, races, & ages (18+). Work in
films, magazines, or from home on live
streaming websites. Call United Casting
NOW: 212-726-2100 (AAN CAN)
PAID IN ADVANCE!
Make $1000 A Week Mailing Brochures
From Home! No Experience Required.
Helping home workers since
2001! Genuine Opportunity. Start
Immediately! www.AdvancedMailing.net
(AAN CAN)

Business
Services
624 Financial
Are you in BIG trouble
with the IRS? Stop wage & bank levies,
liens & audits, unfiled tax returns, payroll
issues, & resolve tax debt FAST. Call
855-970-2032. (Cal-SCAN)

Classified Deadlines:
NOON, WEDNESDAY

Cut the Cable!
CALL DIRECTV. Bundle & Save! Over 145
Channels PLUS Genie HD-DVR. $50/month
for 2 Years (with AT&T Wireless.) Call for
Other Great Offers! 1-866-249-0619
DISH Network
190+ Channels. FREE Install. FREE
Hopper HD-DVR. $49.99/month (24
mos).Add High Speed Internet - $14.95
(where avail.) CALL Today & SAVE 25%!
1-844 536-5233. (Cal-SCAN)
Dish Network-Satellite Televis
Services. Now Over 190 channels for
ONLY $49.99/mo! HBO-FREE for one
year, FREE Installation, FREE Streaming,
FREE HD. Add Internet for $14.95 a
month. 1-800-373-6508 (AAN CAN)

715 Cleaning
Services
Silvia’s Cleaning
We don’t cut corners, we clean them!
Bonded, insured, 22 yrs. exp., service
guaranteed, excel. refs., free est.
415/860-6988

748 Gardening/
Landscaping
LANDA’S GARDENING &
LANDSCAPING
*Yard Maint. *New Lawns. *Clean
Ups *Irrigation timer programming.
20 yrs exp. Ramon, 650/576-6242
landaramon@yahoo.com

751 General
Contracting
A NOTICE TO READERS:
It is illegal for an unlicensed person
to perform contracting work on any
project valued at $500.00 or more in
labor and materials. State law also
requires that contractors include their
license numbers on all advertising.
Check your contractor’s status at
www.cslb.ca.gov or 800-321-CSLB
(2752). Unlicensed persons taking
jobs that total less than $500.00
must state in their advertisements
that they are not licensed by the
Contractors State License Board.

MARKETPLACE the printed version of

THE PENINSULA’S FREE CLASSIFIEDS WEBSITE
TO RESPOND TO ADS WITHOUT PHONE NUMBERS
GO TO WWW.FOGSTER.COM
754 Gutter Cleaning
Roofs, Gutters, Downspouts
cleaning. Work guar. 30 years exp.
Insured. Veteran Owned. Jim Thomas
Maintenance, 408-595-2759
jimthomasmaintenance.com

757 Handyman/
Repairs
Water Damage
to Your Home? Call for a quote for
professional cleanup & maintain the
value of your home! Set an appt. today!
Call 1-855-401-706
Alex Peralta Handyman
Kit. and bath remodel, int/ext. paint,
tile, plumb, fence/deck repairs, foam
roofs/repairs. Power wash. Alex,
650-465-1821

771 Painting/
Wallpaper
Glen Hodges Painting
Call me first! Senior discount. 45 yrs.
#351738. 650-322-8325, phone calls
ONLY.

Real
Estate
805 Homes for Rent
Menlo Park, 3 BR/2 BA - $7,000.
Menlo Park, 3 BR/2 BA
Remodeled West Menlo Park 3
Bed,2Bath, Los Lomitas Schools, No
Smoking or Pets, $7,000.00 Mo.
650 851 4464

809 Shared Housing/
Rooms
Menlo Park, 1 BR/1 BA - $1600/mth
Redwood City, 4 BR/2 BA - $1200/mont

855 Real Estate
Services
DID YOU KNOW
Information is power and content is
King? Do you need timely access to
public notices and remain relevant in
today’s highly competitive
market? Gain an edge with California
News Publishers Association new
innovative website capublicnotice.com
and check out the Smart Search
Feature. For more information call
Cecelia @ (916) 288-6011 or
www.capublicnotice.com (Cal-SCAN

Today’s news,
sports &
hot picks

The local
news you
care about
is one click
away.
Receive
information on
what’s happening
in your community
by email every day.
Sign up today at
PaloAltoOnline.com

890 Real Estate
Wanted
KC BUYS HOUSES
FAST - CASH - Any Condition.
Family owned & Operated .
Same day offer! (951) 805-8661
WWW.KCBUYSHOUSES.COM (Cal-SCAN)

Legal
Notices
995 Fictitious Name
Statement
VILLAGE FLOWER SHOPPE
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
File No.: FBN637024
The following person (persons) is (are)
doing business as:
Village Flower Shoppe, located 2237 El
Camino Real, Palo Alto, CA 94306, Santa
Clara County.
This business is owned by: An Individual.
The name and residence address of the
registrant(s) is(are):
SUSAN HONG
2237 El Camino Real
Palo Alto, CA 94306
Registrant began transacting business
under the fictitious business name(s)
listed above on 12/19/2017.
This statement was filed with the County
Clerk-Recorder of Santa Clara County on
December 21, 2017.
(PAW Dec. 29, 2017; Jan. 5, 12, 19, 2018)
TAVERNA
EL GRECO CATERING
EL GRECO SOUVLAKI
TAVERNA EL GRECO
TAVERNA PALO ALTO
TAVERNA CATERING

TAVERNA TO GO
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
File No.: FBN637192
The following person (persons) is (are)
doing business as:
1.) Taverna, 2.) El Greco Catering, 3.) El
Greco Souvlaki, 4.) Taverna El Greco, 5.)
Taverna Palo Alto, 6.) Taverna Catering, 7.)
Taverna To Go, located at 800 Emerson
St., Palo Alto, CA 94301, Santa Clara
County.
This business is owned by: A Limited
Liability Company.
The name and residence address of the
registrant(s) is(are):
TAVERNA EL GRECO LLC
800 Emerson St.
Palo Alto, CA 94301
Registrant began transacting business
under the fictitious business name(s)
listed above on 09/23/2017.
This statement was filed with the County
Clerk-Recorder of Santa Clara County on
December 27, 2017.
(PAW Jan.5, 12, 19, 26, 2018)
HI CARE BROKER
MORGAN HILL REAL ESTATE
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
File No.: FBN637629
The following person (persons) is (are)
doing business as:
1.) Hi Care Broker, 2.) Morgan Hill Real
Estate, located at 16910 Sorrel Way,
Morgan Hill, CA 95037, Santa Clara
County.
This business is owned by: A Corporation.
The name and residence address of the
registrant(s) is(are):
DIRESTA CONSULTING GROUP INC.
16910 Sorrel Way
Morgan Hill, CA 95037
Registrant began transacting business
under the fictitious business name(s)
listed above on 08/28/2008.
This statement was filed with the County
Clerk-Recorder of Santa Clara County on
January 10, 2018.
(PAW Jan. 19, 26; Feb. 2, 9, 2018)

No phone number in the ad?
GO TO fogster.com
Answers to this week’s puzzles, which can be found on page 28.

fogster.com

TM

THIS WEEKEND OPEN HOMES
EXPLORE OUR MAPS, HOMES FOR SALE, OPEN HOMES, VIRTUAL TOURS,
PHOTOS, PRIOR SALE INFO, NEIGHBORHOOD GUIDES ON
www.PaloAltoOnline.com/real_estate

UNLESS OTHERWISE NOTED, ALL TIMES ARE 1:30-4:30 PM
ATHERTON

PORTOLA VALLEY

5 Bedrooms
40 Selby Ln
Sat/Sun
Coldwell Banker

$4,900,000
324-4456

224 Atherton Ave
Sat 1:30-4:30/Sun 12-5
Kerwin & Associates

$9,100,000

6 Bedrooms
135 Willowbrook

$6,850,000

Sun
Golden Gate Sotheby’s International Realty
847-1141

473-1500

83 Tuscaloosa Av
$9,000,000
Sat 1-4/Sun 2-4
Golden Gate Sotheby’s International Realty
847-1141

REDWOOD CITY
3 Bedrooms
810 Schooner Bay Dr

HALF MOON BAY

Sat/Sun 1-5

Deleon Realty

4 Bedrooms
930 Railroad Av
$2,795,000
Sun 1-4
Alain Pinel Realtors
529-1111

SAN MATEO

$1,598,000
543-8500

2 Bedrooms - Condominium
1919 Alameda De Las Pulgas # 142

MOUNTAIN VIEW
4 Bedrooms
86 Murlagan
Sat/Sun 1-5

$749,950
Deleon Realty

$1,698,000
543-8500

Sat/Sun 1-4

Alain Pinel Realtors

PALO ALTO

WOODSIDE

4 Bedrooms
2290 South Ct
$2,998,000
Sat/Sun
Golden Gate Sotheby’s International Realty
380-0085

4 Bedrooms

438 Chaucer St
$6,988,000
Sat/Sun 2-4
Golden Gate Sotheby’s International Realty
255-7372
7 Bedrooms
151 Kellogg Ave
$6,350,000
Sun 2-4
Golden Gate Sotheby’s International Realty
644-3474

3970 Woodside Rd
Sun 1-4

Coldwell Banker

580 Old La Honda Rd
Sun 1-4

Coldwell Banker

888-6379

$8,495,000
851-2666
$2,850,000
851-1961

5 Bedrooms
135 Farm Rd

$8,900,000

Sat/Sun 1-4

Coldwell Banker

2673 Ohio Av
Sat 1-4

Coldwell Banker

851-1961
$2,195,000
851-2666

®

The DeLeon Difference®
650.543.8500
www.deleonrealty.com
650.543.8500 | www.deleonrealty.com | DeLeon Realty CalBRE #01903224
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Sports
Shorts

ON THE AIR
Friday
College men’s and women’s
swimming: Arizona at Stanford, 2
p.m., Stanford Live Stream
College men’s tennis: USF at
Stanford, 3 p.m., streamingtennis.
com
College wrestling: Stanford at Arizona State, 7 p.m., Pac-12 Networks
College women’s basketball:
Stanford at USC, 8 p.m., Pac-12
Networks

Saturday
College men’s basketball: Arizona at Stanford, 1 p.m., CBS
College men’s and women’s
swimming: Arizona State at Stanford, noon, Stanford Live Stream
College women’s gymnastics:
Arizona State at Stanford, 2 p.m.,
Stanford Live Stream
College men’s tennis: George
Washington at Stanford, 3 p.m.,
streamingtennis.com
College men’s volleyball: Long
Beach State at Stanford, 7:30 p.m.,
streamingtennis.com

Gunn, Paly
top SCVAL
standings
Titans, Vikings have
important games Friday
by Glenn Reeves

G

Stanford, Arizona tied for Pac-12 Conference lead
by Rick Eymer
tanford and Arizona will
be playing Saturday with
first place in the Pac-12
Conference men’s basketball race
at stake.
Cardinal coach Jarod Haase
didn’t have much to say about the
impending home match-up (1 p.m.
on CBS) following Stanford’s 8677 victory over No. 16 Arizona
State on Wednesday night.
“The team has the green light to
enjoy this until midnight and it’s
probably 10:30 now,” Haase said.
“I’m not going to think about Arizona until midnight and then we’ll
focus in and lock in and prepare
a game plan like we usually do.”
In what has become an improbable successful conference season, the Cardinal (11-8, 5-1) finds
itself tied atop the standings with
No. 14 Arizona (15-4, 5-1), the
preseason favorite.
“Cohesion is a big part of it,”
Haase said. “You’re getting guys
out there who are used to each
other and who understand where

S

Bri Claros

Riley Woodson

PINEWOOD BASKETBALL
The senior point guard led the
Panthers to a pair of West
Bay Athletic League victories.
She scored 20 points in a victory over Eastside Prep and
followed that with a 24-point
effort in a win over Menlo. She
also had 11 assists.

MENLO BASKETBALL
The senior post averaged 16.7
points and 13.7 rebounds to
help the Knights win three
WBAL games last week. Woodson recorded a double-double
in each of his past two games
and had double digit rebounds
in all three games.

Honorable mention
Klara Astrom*
Sacred Heart Prep basketball

For expanded daily coverage of
college and prep sports, visit
www.PASportsOnline.com

each other is going to be and that
experience is going to pay dividends. We didn’t get that get until
a day before the Cal game.”
Despite a losing record entering
conference play, Stanford never
backed down from its lofty goal of
reaching the NCAA tournament,
something it has not achieved in
four years.
“I certainly wasn’t thinking to
myself that six games in we’d be
in first place,” Haase said. “I have
been consistent with the message
that I believe the team will continue to grow, that we have a chance
to be a good team. We’re still in
the process of getting there. We’ll
practice hard with the understanding there are a ton of improvements to be had.”
After losing to California to
open the conference season and
dropping to a conference-worst
6-8 overall record, it’s as though
the Cardinal woke up from a
nightmare. The five-game Pac-12
winning streak is its longest in 10
years and dramatically illustrates

ATHLETES OF THE WEEK

Wednesday

www.PASportsOnline.com

(continued on next page)

Developing into a contender

Sunday

READ MORE ONLINE

(continued on next page)

Stanford freshman Daejon Davis has quickly developed into one of the top point guards in the Pac-12.

College women’s basketball:
Stanford at UCLA, 3 p.m., Pac-12
Networks
College men’s basketball: Stanford at USC, 6 p.m. Pac-12 Networks

the meteoric rise from the bottom
to the top.
Beating the Wildcats would
certainly lift Stanford and a loss
would not be a setback. There
are plenty of conference games
ahead. The fact the Cardinal has
both swept a home weekend and a
road weekend, shows its not going
anywhere.
Meanwhile, freshman Oscar Da
Silva and sophomore Josh Sharma
are prime examples Stanford is
headed in the right direction.
Da Silva scored eight of his
14 points in the final four minutes. Sharma simply rose to the
occasion.
The pair combined to hit all 11
shots they took, including a halfdozen dunks. They were also a
presence on defense.
“In talking about building a
program and getting to where we
want to get, it’s trying to build it
to where we are a truly selfless
team,” Haase said. “Where we are

unn’s boys basketball
season took a turn for the
better when Bellarmine
transfer Brendan Mora became
eligible at the start of league play.
The Titans won their first three
SCVAL El Camino Division
games before losing Wednesday
at Milpitas 59-56 with Mora sitting out to rest a strained knee.
Williams said Mora was expected just to miss the one game
against Milpitas.
“I’d rather he rest up and be
ready for later,’’ Gunn coach
Brandynn Williams said.
Without Mora, a 6-foot-4 frontcourt player, Gunn (6-9, 3-1) still
almost pulled it out, but mistakes
proved costly.
For example, with Gunn desperately needing possession of the
ball to make a comeback Milpitas
(9-6, 2-2) pulled down offensive
rebounds off missed foul shots on
three separate occasions.
Gunn is now tied for first place
with Santa Clara and Lynbrook
and hosts the Bruins on Friday at
8 p.m.
“To sum it up, fundamental
mistakes hurt us,’’ Williams said.
“The team that makes the fewest mistakes usually wins and we
made far more mistakes. But I’m
very optimistic. Those mistakes
are the kinds of things we can fix
in practice.’’
Gunn had a six-point lead on
three occasions in the first quarter, the last time at 13-7. But Milpitas went on a 13-2 run and the
Titans were forced to try to play
catch-up the rest of the game.
They pulled even at 20-20 in the
second quarter before trailing at
halftime 26-21. They made five of
their first seven shots in the third
quarter and took a 35-34 lead on
a three-point play by Will Roth
with 3:07 left in the quarter. But

Bob Drebin/isiphotos.com

OAKS CORNER . . . Menlo College
women’s wrestling coach Joey
Bareng announced the signings of
two highly-regarded teammates from
Selma High in Gracie Figueroa and
Alleida Martinez. They will join the
Oaks, ranked fourth nationally, in the
fall. Both Figueroa and Martinez are
three-time CIF state champions and
each entered their senior seasons
with unblemished overall records.
Figueroa was 106-0 entering her
senior campaign while Martinez
was 72-0. “Signing with Menlo felt
right because of the atmosphere
and the team reminded me of my
Selma teammates,” said Figueroa.
“Plus, I’m always going to be a Cali
Girl and I want to try to be the first
to bring a national title to California.”
Martinez is the top-ranked wrestler
in her weight class in the nation.
“I feel excited and happy with my
decision of signing with Menlo,” said
Martinez. “I chose Menlo because
not only is the campus welcoming
and safe, but the team morale is
extraordinary and I can’t wait to be
a part of that environment.”. . . The
Menlo College women’s basketball
team returned to the NAIA national
rankings for the first time in threwe
years. The Oaks were voted No. 15
following a 76-66 victory over then
No. 1 Vanguard. Menlo (15-3) beat
No. 3 Campbellsville earlier in the
year. The Oaks host William Jessup
at 5:30 p.m. Saturday . . . Menlo’s
men’s wrestling team competes
at the MissouriValley Invitational
Friday and Saturday, the baeball
team is slated to open its season
with a doubleheader against visiting
Oregon Tech on Friday and the
men’s volleyball team hosts UC
Merced at 6 p.m. Friday.

PREP BASKETBALL

Greer Hoyem
Menlo-Atherton basketball

Dominique Robson
Priory basketball
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Emily Tomz
Palo Alto soccer

Olivia Watson
Castilleja soccer

Sammy Wong
Castilleja basketball

Max Dorward*
Palo Alto basketball

Liam Johnson
Sacred Heart Prep soccer

Adrian LaValle
Priory basketball

Watch video interviews of the Athletes of the Week, go to PASportsOnline.com

Walter Levander
Palo Alto soccer

Eli Russo
Gunn basketball

Marc Velton-Lomelin
Menlo soccer
*Previous winner

Prep basketball
(continued from previous page)

Milpitas immediately responded
with a 6-0 run and Gunn trailed
the rest of the way.
Evan Dray and Eli Russo scored
16 points apiece for the Titans.
Dray also had 12 rebounds. But
Milpitas guard Justin Barnachea
riddled the Gunn defense for 25
points. He made three 3-pointers in the second quarter and it
seemed like he couldn’t miss the
rest of the game.
“We tried to box and one him,’’
Dray said. “Maybe we should
have played man and brought
help.’’
Spencer Rojahn scored 18
points and had seven rebounds
and Palo Alto won its 11th
straight, beating visiting Homestead 56-43 in a SCVAL De Anza
Division boys basketball contest.
Max Dorward added 14 for the
Vikings (13-2, 4-0), who play at
Los Gatos (11-4, 2-1) on Friday at
7:45 p.m.
William Schlemmer scored 11
points and added seven rebounds.
In the Peninsula Athletic
League, Menlo-Atherton dropped
a 56-53 decision to host Mills (133, 4-0) but the Bears (10-5, 3-1)
can turn things around in a hurry
when Sequoia (12-4, 4-0) visits
for a 7:45 p.m. contest on Friday.
In the SCVAL, Palo Alto (132, 4-0) travels to Los Gatos (12-4,
3-1) for a 7:45 p.m. game Friday.
The Vikings are a game ahead
of the Wildcats and Los Altos (106, 3-1).
In the West Bay Athletic
League, Sacred Heart Prep (6-9,
4-1) has a big home game against
Eastside Prep (12-3, 2-3) at 7 p.m.
Friday and Pinewood (9-5, 3-2)
travels to Harker (8-7, 2-3) for a
7:30 p.m. game
Girls basketball
Menlo-Atherton beat Mills, 5346, to set up an important game
with visiting Sequoia (12-4, 3-1)
at 6:15 p.m. Friday.
Greer Hoyem scored 12 of her
20 points in the third quarter to
help the Bears (9-6, 3-0) pull
away from Mills. Carly McLanahan added 17 points.
In the SCVAL, Palo Alto (10-5,
4-0) has an important game at Los
Gatos (8-7, 3-1) at 6:15 p.m.
The Vikings are in first place,
a game ahead of the Wildcats. Q

Men’s basketball
(continued from previous page)

instinctively making plays that are
best for the team.”
Reid Travis had 18 points and
10 rebounds for the Cardinal, who
nearly squandered a 15-point second half lead. Dorian Pickens
added 19 points.
Stanford lost at then-No. 14
Kansas by 21 points last month.
The Cardinal showed how far
they’ve come since on Wednesday night. “We don’t want to get
complacent,’’ Pickens said.
Freshman point guard Daejon
Davis added 13 points and eight
assists for Stanford, which beat a
ranked team, for the first time in
12 games under Haase. Q

0UÅ\LUJL[OL-\[\YL
VM@V\Y*VTT\UP[`
We are currently recruiting for:
/PZ[VYPJ9LZV\YJLZ)VHYK
1 term ending December 15, 2019
/\THU9LSH[PVUZ*VTTPZZPVU
3 terms ending May 31, 2021
7\ISPJ(Y[*VTTPZZPVU
3 terms ending May 31, 2021
<[PSP[PLZ(K]PZVY`*VTTPZZPVU
2 terms ending May 31, 2021

+LHKSPUL!4HYJOH[!WT
APPLICATIONS AVAILABLE
ONLINE:

O[[W!IP[S`IJHWWSPJH[PVUZ

4XHVWLRQ"&RQWDFWWKH&LW\&OHUNâV2τFH
at (650) 329-2571
or David.Carnahan@CityofPaloAlto.org

CALL FOR NOMINATIONS
for the 39th Annual

Tall Tree Awards
Nominations are due
Friday, February 9, 2018
in the following categories:

Outstanding Business
Outstanding Nonprofit
Outstanding Citizen Volunteer
Outstanding Professional or Business Person
The Nomination Form is available at
www.paloaltochamber.com

SAVE THE DATE
Tall Tree Awards
May 17, 2018
sponsored by

Questions? Call 650-324-3121 or info@paloaltochamber.com

NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING
of the City of Palo Alto
Historic Resources Board
On Thursday January 25, 2018, 8:30 AM – 12:00 AM,
in the Palo Alto Council Chambers, Ground Floor, Civic
Center, 250 Hamilton Avenue.
New Business
1. PUBLIC HEARING / QUASI-JUDICIAL. 526 Waverley
Street [17PLN-00454]:
Recommendation on
Applicant’s Request for Approval of Historic Review to
Allow the Façade Restoration and Associated Historic
+LZPNUH[PVU 9LJSHZZPÄJH[PVU -YVT H *H[LNVY` 000 [V
a Category II on an Existing Historic Structure. Zone
District: CD-C(GF)(P). Environmental Assessment:
Exempt from the California Environmental Quality Act
per Sections 15331 (Historical Resource Rehabilitation).
For More Information Contact Historic Planner Emily
Vance at emily.vance@cityofpaloalto.org.
Continued Business
2. Historic
Resources
Board
Discussion
and
Recommendation of Eichler Design Guidelines for
Adoption by City Council. For More Information Contact
Amy French at amy.french@cityofpaloalto.org.
Contact Robin Ellner at 650-329-2603, for information
during business hours. The HRB Liaison is Amy French,
*OPLM 7SHUUPUN 6ɉJPHS ^OV TH` IL YLHJOLK I` LTHPS"
amy.french@cityofpaloalto.org.
Amy French
*OPLM7SHUUPUN6ɉJPHS
The City of Palo Alto does not discriminate against
individuals with disabilities. To request an accommodation
for this meeting or an alternative format for any related
printed materials, please contact the City’s ADA
Coordinator at 650.329.2550 (voice) or by e-mailing ada@
cityofpaloalto.org.
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COLDWELL BANKER
Woodside | 4/4.5 | $13,500,000
1250 Canada Road
Approx. 5 acs in Central Woodside, working
equestrian center. Fantastic Woodside Value

Woodside | 5/5.5 | $8,900,000
Sat/Sun 1 - 4 135 Farm Rd
Classic estate on 4+ acres w/ equestrian
facilities, pool and tennis court 135Farm.com

Woodside | 4/4.5 | $8,495,000
Sun 1 - 4 3970 Woodside Rd
Custom Craftsman on approx 2 acres w/
vineyard, vast lawns & next to Wunderlich Park.

Atherton | 5/3.5 | $5,988,000
157 Watkins Ave
Beautifully remodeled 1-level home w/ resort-like
backyard. Nearly 1 acre on a private lot

Sean Foley 650.851.2666
CalRE #00870112

Ginny Kavanaugh 650.851.1961
CalRE #00884747

Erika Demma 650.851.2666
CalRE #01230766

Hossein Jalali 650.324.4456
CalRE #01215831

Menlo Park | 5/5.5 | $5,800,000
Sun 2 - 4 625 Hobart St
Contemporary award winning Masterpiece home.
5 bd suites. Gorgeous gardens.625HobartSt.com

Portola Valley | 5/3.5 | $3,495,000
900 Wayside Rd
Stunning views across SF Bay from Mt. Diablo to
Black Mountain!www.900wayside.com

Carmel | 3/2 | $2,950,000
Casanova 3NE
Remodeled, Light & Bright Carmel Cottage-Style
home. 4 blocks to dog-friendly Carmel Beach

Woodside | 4/3.5 | $2,850,000
Sun 1 - 4 580 Old La Honda Rd
Custom-built home on 9.5+ acres with splendid
views is worth the drive – 580OldLaHonda.com

Lyn Jason Cobb 650.324.4456
CalRE #01332535

Jean & Chris Isaacson 650.851.2666
CalRE #00542342

Camille Eder 650.324.4456
CalRE #01394600

Ginny Kavanaugh 650.851.1961
CalRE #00884747

Burlingame | 4/3 | $2,750,000
1125 Oxford Rd
Beautifully remodeled on one of Burlingame’s
Premier streets. Great curb appeal. It’s a 10

Woodside | 5/3.5 | $2,195,000
Sat 1 - 4 2673 Ohio Avenue
Newly Renovated Woodside Plaza home, Large
open ﬂoor plan & great central location.

Sunnyvale | 4/3.5 | $1,998,000
1726 Wright Ave
Move right into this spacious home with it’s
updated kit. plus a 2nd master on main level.

Downtown | 2/2.5 | $1,775,000
Sat/Sun 1 - 4 922 Menlo Ave
Dramatic townhouse w/yard & attached 2-car gar.
Elevator and Solar panels. Downtown.

Regan Byers 650.324.4456
CalRE #1034761

DiPali Shah 650.851.2666
CalRE #01249165

John Alexander 650.324.4456
CalRE #00938234

Nancy Goldcamp 650.325.6161
CalRE #00787851

THIS IS HOME
This where love is a
constant, Valentines are
crafted and candy hearts
are always welcomed.
San Carlos | 2/2.5 | $1,288,000
5 Chicory Lane
Spectacular Bay views w/open ﬂoor plan & wood
ﬂoors. 2BD/2.5BA + den. 2 car gar. 1793 sf

Coldwell Banker.
Where home begins.

Charlotte Van Orden 650.324.4456
CalRE #00525483

#ThisIsHome

COLDWELLBANKERHOMES.COM
Californiahome.me

cbcalifornia

cb_california

cbcalifornia

coldwellbanker

Real estate agents afﬁliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor agents and are not employees of the Company. The property information herein is derived from various sources that may include, but not be limited to, county records and the
Multiple Listing Service, and it may include approximations. Although the information is believed to be accurate, it is not warranted and you should not rely upon it without personal veriﬁcation. ©2018 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker
ResidentialBrokeragefullysupportstheprinciplesoftheFairHousingActandtheEqualOpportunityAct.OwnedbyasubsidiaryofNRTLLC.ColdwellBankerandtheColdwellBankerLogoareregisteredservicemarksownedbyColdwellBankerRealEstateLLC. CalRE##01908304
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