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*Includes: Design, Installation, 1 Month of Furniture Rental and Removal
Our clients love the personal attention they receive from Michael Repka, from beginning to end.
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construction consulting, handyman work, and dedicated marketing to local and foreign buyers.
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Upfront

Local news, information and analysis

Kniss says she didn’t break campaign-finance law
Palo Alto vice mayor’s campaign didn’t disclose
developers’ October contributions until after election
by Gennady Sheyner

W

eeks before Election
Day, incumbent Palo
Alto City Council candidate Liz Kniss pivoted from
her campaign’s earlier policy
when she decided to accept cash
from more than a dozen builders,
developers and property managers — contributions that weren’t

disclosed until earlier this month.
At least one of those checks exceeded $1,000 and was made prior to Nov. 8, which means, under
the Political Reform Act, it should
have been disclosed to the public
within 24 hours. The reason it was
not logged until after Nov. 18, according to Kniss’ campaign, is

because treasurer Tom Collins
had surgery in early November.
The Weekly learned last week
that several of the 31 donors who
were listed on Kniss’ Jan. 11 campaign filing actually made their
contributions in the weeks before
the Nov. 8 election. The late contributions totaled $19,340, and the
list of developers and property
managers includes — among others — Charles Keenan, Jim Baer,
Premier Properties and employees
of Keenan Land Company.

The California Association of
Realtors indicated in its own filing
that it made a $2,500 contribution
on Oct. 18. It’s unclear whether
the other donations of more than
$1,000 — from the Thoits Brothers, Hatco Associates LLC (which
is affiliated with Thoits), Palo Alto
Improvement Company (also affiliated with Thoits) and Joseph
Martignetti Jr. — were sent in before Election Day.
In response to the Weekly’s
questions about the contributions,

Kniss’ campaign sought an opinion from the Fair Political Practices Commission (FPPC), which
administers the Political Reform
Act, as to whether it violated the
law. Last week, Collins called the
FPPC advice hotline and then
documented his inquiry in an
email to the advice staff.
“I told her (the FPPC advice hotline employee) that after Oct. 22
deadline for reporting, I did not
(continued on page 9)

TRANSPORTATION

Driver at fault
in car-versus-train crash
Car passengers were inches away from
catastrophe as train struck
by Sue Dremann

T
Veronica Weber

Painted with light and water
Sunset gazers take in the colorful skies while atop Kite Hill at Stanford University on Jan. 25.

EDUCATION

Gunn staff address conflicts
following MLK Day talk
Assembly raises questions about how schools foster understanding, safeguard free speech
by Elena Kadvany

L

ast Friday, Jan. 20, at Gunn
High School, students from
all grades gathered in the
gym for a belated Martin Luther
King, Jr. Day event: listening to
one of their peers and a Gunn
mother talk about their experiences as African Americans. The
mother, Julie Lythcott-Haims, a
well-known writer and speaker,
read excerpts from her upcoming
memoir on race, “Real American.”
At least one student left feeling upset that his school had allowed Lythcott-Haims to make
explicit political references on
Inauguration Day. He went home
and recorded a YouTube video describing his criticisms. The video

spread quickly on social media,
triggering strong backlash, debate
and upset, students said, before it
was taken down on Sunday. One
student penned a lengthy, passionate blog post in response. The
male student who made the video
said in a separate video that some
of his peers blocked him on social
media as a result and expressed
“hate” toward him, while others
responded positively.
The fallout from the assembly
demonstrated the complexities
schools wrestle with — perhaps
more than ever in today’s political climate — to protect students’
free speech and create an environment in which all opinions are

safely and respectfully heard.
“We worked really hard during
the election cycle as well as now to
have the school be a neutral place
where students can receive and
share ideas without fear,” Gunn
Principal Denise Herrmann said .
“I look at this particular exchange
as something we’re going to have
to get better at — being able to talk
about this in a thoughtful way, being able to listen and receive views
that might be different from us and
knowing it’s not the school’s job to
say (something is) right or wrong,
but it is the school’s job to help
students get better at the ability to
(continued on page 10)

he collision of a commuter
train and an SUV in Palo
Alto on Jan. 19 could have
resulted in catastrophe, but instead the out-of-town car driver
and his three passengers got away
with only a close shave.
The incident occurred at 4:16
p.m. at the East Meadow Drive
railroad crossing. The driver
and passengers were from New
Jersey and in a rented SUV, Caltrain spokeswoman Tasha Bartholomew said Tuesday.
“The vehicle was sitting on the
tracks when the gates started to
come down. The driver then tried
to reverse the SUV but could not
do so in time before the train made
impact,” she said in an email.
The northbound train clipped
the front of the Cadillac XT5,
shearing off the car’s bumper and
fender. No one was hurt.
The accident was most likely
caused by the poor judgment of
the driver, who was cited by police, Bartholomew said.
About 30,000 train passengers
were affected by the incident
after Caltrain Transit Police ordered that no trains pass through
the crossing during the investigation. Train service was able to
resume within the hour.
A track security guard, one of
many stationed at East Meadow
throughout the day and night to
monitor the tracks, witnessed the
collision and said the driver was
turning right from Alma Street,
heading west across the tracks.
He could not see the collision because the train blocked his view,
but when he ran over to see what
happened, he found the car occupants outside of the Cadillac

hugging each other.
The guard said he witnesses 20
to 30 cars stuck in the Caltrain
right-of-way or partially on the
tracks every day during his eighthour shift. He spoke on the condition of anonymity.
Two cars can fit in the space
between the light at Alma Street
and the tracks, he said, but if
there are two large trucks or
SUVs, then one usually is stuck in
the right-of-way, where it can get
caught under the crossing gate.
The light at Alma is timed to
turn green before a train comes
into the intersection to let traffic
clear, he said.
Caltrain asks that all motorists and pedestrians take note of
crossings and approach cautiously. Drivers should be at least 15
feet away from the tracks to avoid
getting stuck, Bartholomew said.
Caltrain reaches speeds of 79
mph, at which point it covers the
length of a football field in less
than three seconds, according to
Caltrain safety guidelines.
Motorists should never drive
onto a railroad crossing until they
are sure the traffic ahead has left
enough space for them to cross
without getting boxed in. Drivers
should not shift gears while driving
across the tracks, Caltrain states.
Drivers and pedestrians should
also beware a second train may
be approaching.
“When you see the last car of
a passing train, don’t cross until
you’re sure that no other trains are
coming on either track. A train
will be through a crossing in less
than a minute. It is better to lose
(continued on page 13)
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That Last a Lifetime!
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for your appointment today!
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756 California Street, Suite B
650.969.6077
www.dentalfabulous.com
Mountain View 94041
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Notice is hereby Given that proposals will be received by the
7HSV(S[V<UPÄLK:JOVVS+PZ[YPJ[MVYIPKWHJRHNL!
Contract Name: Gunn High School Central Building Project
DESCRIPTION OF THE WORK: *VUZPZ[VMI\[UV[SPTP[LK[V!
+LTVSP[PVUVM[^VL_PZ[PUNI\PSKPUNZHUKZLSLJ[P]LKLTVSP[PVU
VM H [OPYK *VUZ[Y\J[PVU JVUZPZ[Z VM H UL^ Z[VY` I\PSKPUN
HUKHKKP[PVUZ;OLWYVQLJ[JVUZPZ[ZVMI\[PZUV[SPTP[LK[V\U
KLYNYV\UK\[PSP[`^VYRZP[L^VYRHZWOHS[JVUJYL[LJHIPUL[Y`
Z[LLSTLJOHUPJHSWS\TIPUNÄYLWYV[LJ[PVULSLJ[YPJHSKH[H
HUKÄYLHSHYTZ`Z[LTZ
7\YZ\HU[ [V 7\ISPJ *VU[YHJ[ *VKL :LJ[PVU  VUS`
WYLX\HSPÄLK IPKKLYZ ^PSS IL LSPNPISL [V Z\ITP[ H IPK MVY [OPZ
7YVQLJ[:LLJVU[YHJ[KVJ\TLU[ZMVYM\Y[OLYPUMVYTH[PVU
;OLYL ^PSS IL H MANDATORY WYLIPK JVUMLYLUJL HUK ZP[L
visit at 10:00 AM, Wednesday, February 08, 2017:[HY[PUNH[
the (KTPUPZ[YH[PVU6ɉJLVMHenry M. Gunn High School,
780 Arastradero Rd, Palo Alto 94306. -HPS\YL [V H[[LUK VY
[HYKPULZZ^PSSYLUKLYIPKPULSPNPISL
Bid Submission:7YVWVZHSZT\Z[ILYLJLP]LKH[[OLDistrict
-HJPSP[PLZ 6ɉJL )\PSKPUN + by 11:00 AM, Friday, March
03, 2017.
PREVAILING WAGE LAWS:;OLZ\JJLZZM\S)PKKLYT\Z[JVT
WS`^P[OHSSWYL]HPSPUN^HNLSH^ZHWWSPJHISL[V[OL7YVQLJ[HUK
YLSH[LKYLX\PYLTLU[ZJVU[HPULKPU[OL*VU[YHJ[+VJ\TLU[Z
;OPZ7YVQLJ[PZZ\IQLJ[[VSHIVYJVTWSPHUJLTVUP[VYPUNHUKLU
MVYJLTLU[ I` [OL *VTWSPHUJL 4VUP[VYPUN <UP[ ¸*4<¹ VM [OL
+LWHY[TLU[VM0UK\Z[YPHS9LSH[PVUZW\YZ\HU[[V3HIVY*VKLZLJ
[PVUHUKZ\IQLJ[[V[OLYLX\PYLTLU[ZVMZLJ[PVUL[
ZLXVM;P[SLVM[OL*HSPMVYUPH*VKLVM9LN\SH[PVUZ;OL*VU
[YHJ[VY HUK HSS :\IJVU[YHJ[VYZ \UKLY [OL *VU[YHJ[VY ZOHSS M\Y
UPZOJLY[PÄLKWH`YVSSYLJVYKZKPYLJ[S`[V[OL3HIVY*VTTPZZPVULY
^LLRS`HUK^P[OPU[LUKH`ZVMHU`YLX\LZ[I`[OL+PZ[YPJ[VY
[OL3HIVY*VTTPZZPVULYPUHJJVYKHUJL^P[OZLJ[PVUVM
[OL*HSPMVYUPH*VKLVM9LN\SH[PVUZ;OLZ\JJLZZM\S)PKKLYZOHSS
JVTWS`^P[OHSSYLX\PYLTLU[ZVM+P]PZPVU7HY[*OHW[LYVM
[OL3HIVY*VKL;OL+PZ[YPJ[ZOHSS^P[OOVSKJVU[YHJ[WH`TLU[Z
HZKLZJYPILKPU[OL3*7PUJS\KPUNHWWSPJHISLWLUHS[PLZ^OLU[OL
+PZ[YPJ[HUK3HIVY*VTTPZZPVULYLZ[HISPZO[OH[\UKLYWH`TLU[
VMV[OLY]PVSH[PVUZOHZVJJ\YYLK
)PKKLYZTH`L_HTPUL)PKKPUN+VJ\TLU[ZH[-HJPSP[PLZ6ɉJL
Building “D” )PKKLYZ TH` W\YJOHZL JVWPLZ VM 7SHUZ HUK
:WLJPÄJH[PVUZ MVY $500.00 at ARC Document Solutions,
1100 Industrial Road, unit 13 San Carlos, CA 94070 Phone:
(650) 631-2310 | Email: sancarlos@e-arc.com
(SSX\LZ[PVUZJHUILHKKYLZZLK[V!
7HSV(S[V<UPÄLK:JOVVS+PZ[YPJ[
*O\YJOPSS(]LU\L)\PSKPUN+
7HSV(S[V*( 
([[U!5L]PSSL:\TPYHU
7OVUL!  
-H_!
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Everyone has a right to free
speech but not hate speech.
—Denise Herrmann, Gunn High School principal,
on student free speech. See story on page 5.

Around Town

PARKS & REC ... From more
bathrooms to pickleball courts,
Palo Alto could use the can-do
attitude of NBC’s “Parks and
Recreation” deputy director
Leslie Knope to make all the
improvements residents suggested
they’d like to see at local parks
and recreation facilities. The City
released pages of suggestions
recorded in the annual National
Citizen Survey last week.
Many people asked for the
addition of dog parks, particularly
areas where their pets can run
around on all fours without a
leash, while some wanted to
hear less barking, see more
poop bag dispensers or get rid
of the spots altogether. When it
came to transportation, residents
asked for free shuttle service
either to Foothills Park, the hills or
neighborhood events. Additional
parks was another common
request along with more trees,
bike paths, affordable programs
and community gardens. The
community also proposed building
a new performing-arts theater
and history museum. Across the
board, the survey indicated a
need for more bathrooms at all
parks, especially ones that don’t
have one at all. When it came to
programming, residents seemed
to want more of everything:
year-round swim lessons, art
classes, group exercise, concerts
and even circus programs!
(Another person wanted to see
more recreational opportunities
offered in the southern half of the
city). Swimmers wanted to see
Rinconada Pool get expanded and
stay opened longer to squeeze in
another lap and more family time.
A few requests were very specific,
including one person who wanted
to see solar public art and a parent
who said the community was
“desperately in need” of rhythmic
gymnastics classes, which
apparently are available to youth
overseas, but not here in Palo Alto.
PARTING WORDS ... There were
many testimonials on Wednesday
for Palo Alto Police Chief Dennis
Burns and Assistant Chief Bob
Beacom, who retired last month
after 35 and 27 years on the beat,
respectively. Among the most
poignant came from Pastor Paul
Bains, the department’s chaplain,
who described his experiences
with both officers during a
celebration ceremony at the Elks

Club. Bains described Beacom
as a “man of integrity,” who feeds
the homeless, contributes to
local nonprofits and who has
“given his time, his talent and his
treasure to make the community
what it is today.” As for Burns,
Bains recalled his impact on youth
— both in Palo Alto and in East
Palo Alto. At one youth summit in
East Palo Alto, Bains said, Burns
came early to set up chairs and
stayed late to take them down.
“And all the young people of
color — Latinos, Tongans, African
Americans — they were like, ‘Who
was this guy?’ Because he wasn’t
in uniform. And he is white. And
then they found out he is a police
officer. And then they found out he
is chief of police. ... What it did was
set an impression on the East Palo
Alto community about how there is
another side of law enforcement that they do care. ... This chief has
made an impression upon young
people who have witnessed it
many times over and has made a
positive effect in the lives of people
of color.”
AIMING HIGH ... Stanford senior
Vivian Wang wants to dramatically
change how smartwatches are
used. As one of 15 recipients of
a scholarship from the Winston
Churchill Foundation of the
United States, the engineering
and mathematics student will
be working on how to turn
smartwatches into healthmonitoring devices that can track
diseases like cancer. Wang said
current heart-rate monitors in
smartwatches give important but
limited information, and there aren’t
measurement devices for proteins
in the blood and other bodily fluids
that are used as “disease markers”
in the clinic. She’s proposing to
develop a new handheld system to
monitor these biomarkers.
The grant, created at the request
of the former prime minister
himself, is intended to help boost
science and technology efforts
in the United States and United
Kingdom. The award gives
students the opportunity to spend
a year with a master’s program
at the University of Cambridge
in England studying science,
mathematics and engineering.
The 21-year-old scholar intends
to obtain a master’s degree in
physics from Churchill College,
which is part of the University of
Cambridge. Q
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Veronica Weber

Veronica Weber

Deborah Anthonyson, a senior librarian at the Children’s Library in Palo Alto, leads young readers
through a song during the toddler storytime on March 2, 2016.

COVER STORY

Trouble in paradise
Survey shows growing pessimism in Palo Alto about traffic, retirement
by Gennady Sheyner

I

t’s a typically bustling lunch
hour on California Avenue,
with workers, residents and the
occasional out-of-towner lining up
for falafel wraps, poké bowls and
the deli counter at Mollie Stone’s.
Three years after Palo Alto’s
“second downtown” underwent a
dramatic renovation that widened
sidewalks, added new benches
and installed a modernist, sculptural fountain by the Caltrain station, business in the commercial
strip appears to be booming — a
symbol of the city’s general economic prosperity.
But in the neighborhoods of Evergreen Park, Ventura and College
Terrace, which all surround the
business district, the picture looks
far less rosy. With traffic congestion getting worse, available parking spots harder to find and new
developments nearing completion
across El Camino Real, anxieties
about the city’s growth are rising
as fast as tax revenues, a new poll
of residents indicates.
According to the 2016 National
Citizen Survey, the results of which
were released this week, residents’
perceptions of their city are gradually changing — and not for the better.
Though 85 percent of the survey respondents ranked the “overall quality of life” in Palo Alto as “excellent”
or “good,” the number has dropped
precipitously since 2012, when it
stood at 94 percent. (In every year
for the full decade prior, the rating
hovered in the low 90s.)
The percentage who gave the
city the top two ratings as a “place
to raise children” similarly slipped
from 93 percent in 2014, to 87 percent in 2015 to 84 percent in 2016.
And when it comes to Palo Alto as
a “place to retire,” only 50 percent
gave the city the highest scores, a
slight dip from the 52 percent in
2015 and a significant slide from
just five years ago, when 68 percent strongly endorsed the city in
this department.
To be sure, the new survey

reaffirms that Palo Alto residents
by and large like living in Palo
Alto and have a special fondness
for their particular neighborhoods.
Yet the survey also hints at trouble
in paradise. Of the 135 questions
that the survey asked, only two
showed favorable ratings rising by
more than 5 percent between 2015
and 2016. By contrast, 22 questions
showed a drop of 5 percent or more.
“Usually, in one year you don’t
see that much change,” said City
Auditor Harriet Richardson,
whose office commissions the
survey and analyzes the results.
While the survey suggests that
growing disillusionment is a citywide phenomenon, the attitudes
seem particularly negative in the
area around California Avenue,
according to the survey’s geographical breakdown. Whether
asked about the city’s overall
“quality of life,” the quality of
new buildings or — more generally — about Palo Alto as a place
to raise children, work or retire,
the respondents in these neighborhoods expressed a slightly darker
view of how things are going than
their counterparts elsewhere.
Surrounded by a building boom
both around California Avenue and
at Stanford Research Park, residents
here are also far more likely to be
disenchanted about the quality of
Palo Alto’s “built environment”
(only 52 percent generally approve
of it, compared to about two-thirds
of those who live in the rest of north
Palo Alto). And despite their proximity to the city’s geographic center, the residents of the California
Avenue neighborhoods said they
struggle getting to their desired
destinations, with only 50 percent
giving the city good grades on this
question, well below the citywide
average of 67 percent.
Just this week, dozens of Evergreen Park residents lobbied
the City Council for a new residential parking-permit program.
Many said the rapid office growth

around them has flooded their
neighborhood with commuters’
vehicles, cut into their sense of
community and turned roads into
congested arteries.
Karen Machado, an Evergreen
Park resident, pointed to the
prime reasons for why only 69
percent of the residents in her
area ranked their quality of life
as good or excellent, compared to
85 percent citywide.
“We feel the parking problems
and the traffic problems are some of
the things really contributing to this
deterioration in the rating,” Machado said. “We feel it is a significant
issue that needs your attention.”
The results in the new report mirror in many ways last year’s survey,
which showed growing anxieties
about retirement, swelling frustrations about traffic and an overwhelming recognition that when
it comes to affordable housing, the
city is failing badly. Faced with
these results, the council placed
housing, traffic and parking atop
its 2016 priority list and went on to
create new limits on office space,
move ahead with a new parkingpermit program around the California Avenue area and explore a new
scenario for planning city growth
that would add 6,000 housing units
between now and 2030.
The new survey suggests that
these efforts have yet to allay
anxieties. In fact, from residents’
perspective, things have only gotten worse when it comes to these
issues. Only 28 percent of the survey respondents gave the city high
grades when asked about “ease of
travel by public transportation in
Palo Alto,” down from 60 percent
in 2006. And when asked about the
quality of new development, only
42 percent gave Palo Alto high ratings — which means you’re about
as likely to find a movie critic
raving about “Office Christmas
Party” (according to RottenTomatoes.com) as you are to find a local
resident praising new buildings. A

Below- market apartments, at left, are part of the footprint of Palo
Alto’s new College Terrace Centre.
decade ago, by contrast, 62 percent
of the respondents gave new development high ranks.
Over the same span, the percentage of residents who thought
highly of Palo Alto as “a place to
retire” dropped from 68 percent to
50 percent. And the portion who
think the city is doing a good job
on “affordable, quality housing”
shrank even further last year,
with only 6 percent giving Palo
Alto high marks — down from 11
percent in 2006. Among 271 U.S.
jurisdictions surveyed, the city
finished 270th in this category.
“For it to be in single digits,
you’re pretty much at rock bottom,” said Richardson, who plans
to present the survey findings at
Saturday’s council retreat.
She noted that the city ranks
“much lower” on housing than
benchmark jurisdictions, which
means it’s at least 10 percent below average. Similarly, when it
comes to “variety of housing options,” Palo Alto ranked at 240
out of 245 jurisdictions. And in
cost of living, Palo Alto finished
at 172 out of 174 jurisdictions.
The new survey marks the first
time ever that the average rating
for all the “quality of life” questions dipped below 80 percent (it
was 79 percent). This is primarily
because the answers from Evergreen Park, College Terrace and
Southgate dropped from 84 percent in 2015 to 69 percent in 2016,
the survey notes.
There are other declines. When
asked how likely they would be to
recommend Palo Alto as a place to
live, 72 percent of the respondents
citywide said “likely” or “very
likely” — down from 92 percent
in 2012 and from 80 percent in
2015 (in the California Avenue
area only 58 percent of the respondents said they would do so).
And when asked how likely they
would be to remain in Palo Alto
for the next five years, 75 percent
said “very likely” or “somewhat
likely” — down from 87 percent
in 2013 and from 80 percent in
2015. The audit notes that this is
the first year that the average fell
below 80 percent. (Ironically, the
only area where there wasn’t a decline was around California Avenue, where 82 percent declared
(continued on page 13)

Changing
opinions
2006-2016

23%
Variety
of library
materials

11%

Employment
opportunities

8%
Neigborhood
safety
after dark

5%
Availability
for affordable,
quality
housing

18%
Palo Alto as
a place
to retire

32%
Ease of travel
by public
transportation
in city

Source: City of Palo Alto.
Infographic by Rosanna Kuruppu

Between 2006 and 2016,
residents’ favorable views of
libraries, employment and safety
climbed by the percentages listed
above, but their views of the
city’s public transit, housing and
retirement potential declined by
the differences in red.
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Upfront
EDUCATION

School trustees disagree
on response to civil rights agency
Board of Education continues to revise draft agreement
on sexual harassment investigations
by Elena Kadvany

T

he Palo Alto school board
struggled to agree Tuesday night on its approach
to negotiating a draft agreement with the U.S. Department
of Education’s Office for Civil
Rights, often split over whether
to move forward as quickly and
cooperatively as possible or to be
wary of the agency’s proposed
requirements.
The four trustees, with their
board president still absent following a car accident, wrangled
through nine amendments and a
series of 3-1 or split votes to ultimately agree to direct senior staff
and the district’s attorney to work
to finalize the resolution agreement in upcoming meetings with
the federal agency, while seeking
some clarifications that were approved by a majority of the board.
The board’s longest-serving
member, Melissa Baten Caswell,
pushed back throughout the evening with questions and concerns
about the resolution agreement,
which proposes a set of steps to

bring the district into legal compliance following investigations
into sexual harassment and sexual
violence at Palo Alto and Gunn
high schools.
Baten Caswell repeatedly requested that the district’s law
firm go through the language
of the draft agreement “point by
point” to “tighten” it further and
to make sure it does not leave the
school district open to liability.
“I’m not thinking the Office for
Civil Rights is trying to go after
us, but I think we’re talking about
a very large organization that may
have different staff in the future
and same with us ... and I think
the language needs to be really
tight so there’s no question about
what things mean,” she said.
Attorney Elizabeth Estes of
the law firm Atkinson, Andelson, Loya, Ruud & Romo, who is
working with the district on the
resolution agreement, responded
via speakerphone that she has
been engaged in exactly that process over the last few weeks since
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the Office for Civil Rights (OCR)
provided the proposed resolution
agreement to the district. She said
the language in Palo Alto Unified’s agreement is “substantially
similar” to ones she has negotiated in the past for other school
districts.
Baten Caswell made successful
amendments to direct McGee to
request a meeting with the federal
agency at the end of the three-year
monitoring period to “review next
steps” and to request the Office
for Civil Rights add language to
the agreement to clarify that the
district “voluntarily” entered into
the resolution.
Baten Caswell and member
Jennifer DiBrienza also asked
staff to bring back an estimate of
the cost of fulfilling the resolution agreement,” DiBrienza said.
The board ultimately voted 3-1,
with Baten Caswell dissenting, to
direct the superintendent to work
the Office for Civil Rights and
bring back the next version of the
agreement for discussion but not

Online This Week

These and other news stories were posted on Palo Alto Online
throughout the week. For longer versions, go to www.PaloAlto
Online.com/news.

School board discusses progress
Finding a way to reliably track students’ homework loads, increasing consistency in high school courses and taking the next
step to address special-education reform are among the high-level
goals for the year that the school district is behind schedule on.
(Posted Jan. 24, 8:30 a.m.)

Permit parking moves ahead in Evergreen Park
For workers around California Avenue, the era of free all-day
parking on nearby residential streets is about to come to an end.
(Posted Jan. 24, 2 a.m.)

Trump protesters promise renewed activism
Palo Alto demonstrators promised a new era of activism immediately after President Donald Trump’s inauguration on Friday,
Jan. 20 — lining El Camino Real and gathering outside U.S. Rep.
Anna Eshoo’s downtown office. (Posted Jan. 20, 5:38 p.m.)

Toy World faces uncertain future
Plans are underway to sell a historic building that houses Palo
Alto Sport Shop and Toy World, a downtown destination for the
past 87 years. (Posted Jan. 20, 8:49 a.m.)

yet approval. The district has until March 7 to respond to the draft
resolution agreement.
Superintendent Max McGee
said Tuesday that Office for Civil
Rights staff would issue a “formal letter” regarding the timing
of releasing the findings, in response to Baten Caswell’s concern at the last board meeting

about signing an agreement before seeing the official findings
in writing. While the resolution
agreement is subject to negotiation and could change, the findings are not, according to the
agency’s procedures. Q
This is an edited version of the
board discussion. For the full
story, go to paloaltoonline.com.

Upfront

Kniss
(continued from page 5)

open any mail until Nov. 15,” Collins wrote in the email.
“I was doing reports for two
campaigns during the next week
and then had to go to Stanford
Hospital for surgery and rehab at Webster House for the
next 10 days,” Collins wrote.
“Once at home, I began posting
contributions.
“The contribution in question,
$2,500, was not shown on a Form
497 because it was not opened,
posted or deposited until Nov.
18 well after the election date of
Nov. 8.”
But while Collins said he didn’t
open any mail between Oct. 22
and Nov. 15, the campaign’s January filing shows several smaller
contributions that were received
— and logged — during that gap.
These include $50 from from attorney Hal Mickelson; $250 from
Martha Kanter, former U.S. undersecretary of education; $750 from
retired developer William Reller
and $250 from entrepreneur Josh
Becker. All were received by the
campaign between Oct. 26 and
Oct. 30, according to the filing.
In response, the FPPC advice
hotline staff wrote in an email to
Collins that because he, as treasurer, “had not opened the ($2,500)
contribution, the contribution is
not considered ‘received.’”
Kniss has not said when
the California Association
of Realtors’ California Real

Estate Political Action Committee
(CREPAC) check was delivered to
her campaign, but she noted in an
email that the group also had not
notified her the check had been
mailed.
The issue of large contributions
calls into question the FPPC advice line’s interpretation of “date
received.” While the law says
nothing about the date when the
envelope is actually opened, the
advice line response implies that
an envelope could be delivered
but left unopened until after the
election — and thus the contribution would not be reported.
FPPC regulations define “date
received” as the date that “the
candidate or committee, or the
agent of the candidate or committee, obtains possession or control
of the check or other negotiable
instrument by which the contribution is made.”
In an interview with the Weekly
last week, Kniss maintained that
the campaign has been “totally
straight-forward” about the contributions from developers.
“We didn’t hide anything,” she
said.
Jay Wierenga, the FPPC’s communications director, told the
Weekly that the advice email cited
by Kniss is different from the types
of determinations made by the
agency’s Enforcement Division.
“We offer advice based on the
information given to us,” Wierenga said in an email. “The only
finder of fact within the FPPC is
the Enforcement Division, which
investigates complaints and/or

Kniss’ list of late donations
Contributions reported as received
between Oct. 23-Dec. 31
Hal Mickelson ......................................................................... Oct. 26
William Reller ......................................................................... Oct. 26
Martha Kanter ......................................................................... Oct. 29
Josh Becker .............................................................................. Oct. 30
Jim Baer .................................................................................... Nov. 18
Brian Chancellor ..................................................................... Nov. 18
California Real Estate Political Action Committee California Association of Realtors 8901076 ..................... Nov. 18
Erik Doyle ............................................................................... Nov. 18
Susan Gilbert........................................................................... Nov. 18
Charlotte Jackson ................................................................... Nov. 18
Bart Lammersen ..................................................................... Nov. 18
Joseph Martignetti Jr. ............................................................ Nov. 18
Toss Vallentine ........................................................................ Nov. 18
Mark Bodie .............................................................................. Nov. 20
Judy Brady ............................................................................... Nov. 20
Howard Dallmar ..................................................................... Nov. 20
James Fletcher ......................................................................... Nov. 20
Mark Gates Jr. ......................................................................... Nov. 20
GHF Partners, Inc. ................................................................. Nov. 20
Hatco Assoc., LLC ................................................................. Nov. 20
Anne Keenan .......................................................................... Nov. 20
Charles Keenan III ................................................................. Nov. 20
Kristi Mathisen ....................................................................... Nov. 20
Perry Palmer ............................................................................ Nov. 20
Palo Alto Improvement Co. .................................................. Nov. 20
Andrew Poppink ..................................................................... Nov. 20
Premier Property .................................................................... Nov. 20
Charles Strouss ....................................................................... Nov. 20
Thoits Bros., Inc. .................................................................... Nov. 20
Joyce Yamagiwa ..................................................................... Nov. 20
Susan Monk ............................................................................ Nov. 26

any potential violation of the Act
on which it becomes aware of
information of a potential violation or receives a complaint with
enough evidence to indicate a potential violation.”
Kniss last week also initially
said that she had decided to accept developers’ checks only after
the election, when her campaign
was about $20,000 in debt. After
the Weekly told her that several
developers had indicated that they
had given her money before the
election — in one case, he said it
was after she had asked for it —
she said she didn’t know when the
checks were issued.
Besides raising the question of
when contributions were received,
the January filing didn’t disclose
the occupation of any of the developers who had contributed to
the campaign. For all but three
contributions reportedly received
on Nov. 18 or later, the contributor’s occupation is listed as “unknown.” (Baer, who is one of the
exceptions, is listed on the form as
a “VC Consultant”).
Kniss’ decision to accept the
developer cash was a departure
from her earlier campaign policy.
In August, developer Boyd Smith
contributed $1,000 to her campaign. According to her campaign
disclosures, Kniss returned the
check two weeks later.
Kniss told the Weekly that she
decided to start accepting contributions from developers, builders and property managers after
seeing a large infusion of cash
into the campaigns of two of her
political opponents. Candidates
Lydia Kou and Arthur Keller each
raised more than $90,000 for their
respective campaigns, with about
$73,000 coming in from five local
families in late October.
Kniss also told the Weekly that
she had initially hesitated in accepting contributions because
of negative perceptions from the
community, including insinuations that members who accept
these funds are “in the developer’s
pocket.” Kniss pointed to her personal record as proof that developers do not get special attention.
Since re-joining the council in
2012, Kniss has had a moderate
record when it comes to growth.
She joined 5-4 majorities in approving a block-long development
on El Camino Real (former site of
the Olive Garden) last year and in
giving the green light to a threestory mixed-use building at 441
Page Mill Road in 2015. But she
also supported the adoption of
an annual office cap and voted
with the rest of her colleagues to
demand revisions to a proposed
mixed-use building at 429 University Ave.
In an interview last week,
Kniss described herself as
“pro-prosperity.”
“I don’t want to see us languish
as a city,” Kniss said. “But have
I given any particular developer
special consideration? Certainly
not.” Q
Staff Writer Gennady Sheyner
can be emailed at gsheyner@
paweekly.com.

News Digest
Negotiations delay Palo Alto Unified calendar
The Palo Alto school district and teachers union are still negotiating the 2017-18 school calendar, with the union seeking changes to
winter break and a longer Thanksgiving holiday.
The Palo Alto Educators Association (PAEA) has requested the
full week of Thanksgiving off for teachers, given attendance is lower
on the Monday and Tuesday of that week, PAEA President Teri
Baldwin told the Weekly.
In past years, the district has given students and teachers Wednesday through Friday of that week off.
The teachers union also has proposed that the first semester should
end on Wednesday, Dec. 20, meaning winter break would run from
Dec. 21 through Jan. 5, according to the district. Baldwin said teachers wanted the break to start later in December to have a more equal
number of days in the first and second semesters.
The district has suggested that the last day of the first semester instead fall on Dec. 15, with winter break from Dec. 18 through Jan. 1.
And while the union’s preferred last day of the 2017-18 school year
is Friday, June 1, 2018, with a teacher work day on the following
Monday, June 4, the district has proposed Thursday, May 31, as the
last day with a teacher work day the next day.
The district and union have, however, reached agreement on the
first day of school for the 2017-18 school year (Aug. 14 for the high
schools and Aug. 15 for elementary and middle schools), said Superintendent Max McGee at Tuesday’s board meeting. Q
— Elena Kadvany

Stanford expansion raises traffic, housing concerns
As Stanford University prepares for its next stage of campus growth,
Palo Alto residents and university students and employees are calling
for the university to make sure that the traffic impacts don’t overwhelm
local streets and that Stanford’s own staff doesn’t get left behind.
The topics of traffic and housing also were the dominant themes
during Wednesday’s community hearing on Stanford’s application
for a new General Use Permit. In applying the the new permit, Stanford is seeking to build 2.3 million square feet in new academic
facilities and 1.2 million square feet of student housing.
The application also calls for up to 40,000 square feet of child care
centers and “trip-reducing facilities” aimed at reducing automobile
trips to and from campus.
The Wednesday meeting brought about 100 residents, students and
Stanford employees to the Mitchell Park Library in Palo Alto to learn
about the expansion effort and express their concerns. The crowd also
included members of labor union SEIU Local 2007 representing higher
education workers, who called on the university to provide more housing
for its own staff as part of its expansion effort. The permit applications
propose 550 units for faculty and staff and 2,600 new student beds.
Jean McCown, Stanford’s assistant vice president and director of
community relations noted that Stanford’s dramatic increase in applications has resulted in “one of the lowest acceptance rates in the nation.”
Under the new plan, Stanford would increase enrollment by about 100
students per year over the course of the General Use Permit. Q
—Gennady Sheyner

In new bus plan, Gunn service to change
As the Santa Clara Valley Transportation Authority prepares to
redraw the bus map throughout Santa Clara County, Palo Alto is
bracing for several unwelcome changes, including the disappearance
of Route 88, which services Gunn High School.
But in a nod to local concerns, VTA officials signaled their intent Monday night to maintain existing paratransit services. VTA
is now looking to change its policy to retain access for riders with
disabilities who depend on paratransit services, said Adam Burger,
the agency’s senior transportation planner.
In addition, VTA staff indicated Monday that they would be willing to work with the Gunn High community to obtain more information about students’ needs.
The two concessions by the county agency aim to address two of
the biggest concerns that Palo Alto officials, residents and transit advocates have been expressing since the bus plan was released last year.
In Palo Alto, the new program means the disappearance of Routes
35 (which goes from Stanford Shopping Center to Mountain View)
and 89 (between California Avenue and the Palo Alto VA Hospital).
It also means that Route 88, which goes along Middlefield, Louis,
and Charleston roads en route to Gunn High, will be disbanded and
replaced with two other routes — 288A and 288B — which will
only serve Gunn during bell times.
Palo Alto also is slated to get a new bus line — Route 21 — which
will connect downtown Palo Alto to Mountain View, Sunnyvale and
Santa Clara. It will replace existing Route 35. Q
—Gennady Sheyner
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Upfront

Assembly
(continued from page 5)

discuss and approach complicated
issues in a thoughtful way.”
Some students and parents perceived the assembly as an inappropriate “indictment” of Donald
Trump, who was sworn in as president that morning. Herrmann said
this perception is mistaken — the
assembly was organized months in
advance, and the fact that it fell on
Inauguration Day was a logistical
coincidence. (Given Gunn’s bell
schedule, it was the only block of
time that week that could accommodate two full assemblies, one
for freshmen and sophomores and
the other for juniors and seniors.)
Representatives from Gunn’s
student government were in touch
with both speakers beforehand
and gave them minimal guidelines beyond sharing their personal stories, Herrmann said. The
goal was to “show people who
are proud of their roots” and “that
who they are makes them powerful regardless of the hardships
they have faced,” said organizing
student Minna Mughal, one of the
school’s diversity commissioners.
Before the event, the organizers
saw a sample of a similar spoken
word piece from senior Ebbie
Banks and an excerpt from Lythcott-Haims’ memoir. LythcottHaims, the former dean of freshmen for Stanford University and
author of “How to Raise an Adult,”
has given talks at Gunn previously.
Banks’ piece, “My Skin,” recalls
being told by his fifth-grade teacher that the possibility of fulfilling
his dream of writing a children’s
book on black history was “like
zero” and how he turned to writing to “relieve the curse of being
a large black male who appeared
to be ‘quite threatening.’” But he
came to be proud of his racial

identity, “trusting no one who tells
me I can’t do something.”
Lythcott-Haims, who introduced her speech as a reading
from her memoir, talked about
her identity and experiences as
an African-American woman
and reflections on raising a black
son, who was in the assembly
audience. She referenced fatal
shootings of young black men
and “pent-up hate” released by
the 2016 presidential election and
ruminated on what it means to be
a “real American.”
“The angry disenfranchised
whites were set free by the 2016
election, and their pent-up hate
kept somewhat muzzled, tamed to
an extent for 40 years now spurts
out like a hydrant spewing hate
across the streets of America.
“Trump won. Black lives
DON’T matter,” she read.
Chloe Sorensen, Gunn’s student
body president, said the majority
of students she talked to after the
assembly thought it was “sobering
but powerful.” Sorensen appreciated that the school devoted an
entire assembly to race. It was the
first time in her four years at Gunn
that a black student was given the
opportunity to tell his story in
front of the entire school, she said.
But the student who created the
YouTube video, and some parents,
strongly disagreed.
“I remember walking out of that
gym with friends around me already starting to criticize it,” the
student said in a separate video
he posted this week in which he
called himself a “provocateur.”
“A multitude of the people
whose opinions I speak for are too
afraid to speak for those opinions
themselves,” he said. “Our community claims to preach tolerance,
but it’s only tolerance for those
who agree with the majority.” (The
student did not respond to an interview request from the Weekly.)

Gunn’s student government met
this week to discuss their response
as leaders, agreeing that “he has a
right to voice his opinion, but we
were mostly concerned about the
way in which he chose to express
it,” Sorensen said.
Gunn parent Kimberly Sweidy,
whose daughter came home last
Friday concerned about what
she described as a “propaganda
speech, with opinions presented
as facts,” said the school should
have clearly communicated to students that they had an option to
opt out of the assembly. She, too,
said she was concerned about all
students’ voices being protected.
“There’s lip service and then
there’s reality,” Sweidy said in an
interview. “They’re going to have
to better vet the topic of talks and
be more mindful and proactive
about preventing alternative viewpoints and (providing a) more balanced approach.”
Herrmann said the school encourages all students to attend all
school assemblies but has “informally” communicated to students
that they can choose not to attend
and to check in to another supervised location. Sorensen said students are not aware of this option
and were told they were required
to attend last week. The administration intends to “improve that
messaging in the future,” Herrmann said.
For Lythcott-Haims’ part,
she said in an interview that she
stands by her speech and would
not change it in any way. In retrospect, she could have perhaps further emphasized that as a memoir,
her speech represented only her
personal, lived experience and
opinions, she said.
As a parent and a former lawyer, she said she’s a staunch supporter of free speech, including
for those whose opinions might be
in the minority or offend others.
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CityView
A round-up

of Palo Alto government action this week

City Council (Jan. 23)

Middlefield: The council approved a lane reconfiguration on Middlefield Road,
between Lytton Avenue and the Menlo Park border. Yes: DuBois, Filseth, Fine,
Kniss, Kou, Scharff, Tanaka, Wolbach Recused: Holman
Parking: The council approved a Residential Preferential Parking program in
the Evergreen Park neighborhood. Yes: DuBois, Filseth, Fine, Holman, Kou,
Scharff, Tanaka, Wolbach Recused: Kniss

Board of Education (Jan. 24)

New classes: The board approved 16 new courses for Palo Alto and Gunn high
schools.
Yes: Unanimous (on consent calendar)
Absent: Godfrey
OCR resolution: The board approved a motion to direct the superintendent to
respond to a proposed resolution agreement from the federal Office for Civil
Rights (OCR) and make every effort to finalize the language of the agreement
for discussion and approval by the board.
Yes: Collins, Dauber, DiBrienza
No: Baten Caswell
Absent: Godfrey
Math pilot: The board discussed the results of an independent, third-party
validation of an elementary mathematics curriculum, Investigations, which
teachers are interested in piloting this year along with two other curricula
already approved by the board. Action: None
LCAP: The board heard an update on its Local Control Accountability Plan
(LCAP), which requires schools to outline how they are spending dollars to
support certain populations of students, such as low-income or foster youth.
Action: None

Historic Resources Board (Jan. 26)

Zoo: The board held a study session about a proposed expansion and
renovation of the Junior Museum and Zoo; Action: None

“I would hope that if somebody
comes and gives a provocative
speech — provocative meaning
it provokes you to think differently ... or pokes and prods at
your emotions a bit — that leads
to further dialogue,” she said. “I
think the silence on these issues
is contributing to the problems we
have and to a lack of understanding and lack of compassion.”
Lythcott-Haims suggested the
school could have, for example,
planned small group discussions
for after the assembly so students
could reflect and unpack their
thoughts with their teachers.
Herrmann said the school
strives to provide opportunities
for students to “have lively debate
without crossing the line of being
harmful or hurtful” in their classes and at larger events, like town
halls or assemblies.
But when it does cross that line,
it is the school’s responsibility to
intervene, she said. This can be
complicated by the fact that many
interactions between students happen off campus, on social media.
In this case, soon after the administration became aware of
the student’s YouTube video,
staff checked in with him and
his parents, as well as Banks. She
declined to share details of the
meeting with the student but said
that overall, it was “positive.”
This is the school’s practice
when handling incidents on social
media that have an impact on students at school, Herrmann said.
“The responsibility that schools
own is that if there is a nexus
between what is being communicated on social media and an
impact at the classroom level, the
school administration needs to intervene,” she said. They typically
contact the students involved in
the exchange, whether that’s two

or a dozen, she said, to “make sure
we understand their role, their intent, and we communicate to them
if they haven’t already been made
aware of the impact, intentional
or unintentional, that it’s had and
then respond accordingly.”
Responding accordingly can
range from removing the social
media posts or facilitating a “restorative justice” meeting to punishment, if the posts amount to
harassment or bullying.
The school walks a “fine line,”
Herrmann said, in balancing a
student’s right to free speech and
addressing speech that might be
harmful to others.
“Everyone has a right to free
speech but not hate speech,” she
said.
The incident has spawned discussion among students, teachers,
administrators and parents. Lythcott-Haims and Sweidy, despite
their differences in opinion, have
agreed to meet and talk. Both see
this as a learning opportunity for
the school to model “what it looks
like to peacefully disagree with
each other,” Sweidy said.
Added Lythcott-Haims: If her
speech made people uncomfortable, “it’s worth investigating why and having that honest
conversation about the disagreements we have about various lived
experiences.
“That’s ultimately what I hope
will happen — we’ll dare to have
these conversations.” Q
Staff Writer Elena Kadvany
can be emailed at ekadvany@
paweekly.com.

TALK ABOUT IT

PaloAltoOnline.com
Join the discussion about this issue
on Town Square, the community
discussion forum at PaloAltoOnline.
com/square.
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Upfront

Survey
(continued from page 7)

that they’ll likely stay put.)
The survey results suggest that
the council’s priorities for 2016
will largely remain front and center in 2017. The council is set to
formally adopt its annual priorities at its Jan. 28 retreat.
On Monday night, several council members pointed to the new
survey as evidence that the city
needs to do more to combat traffic
jams and protect the community
from the consequences of building new office space.
Before the council voted to reduce
the number of traffic lanes along
a northern segment of Middlefield
Road, Councilman Tom DuBois
pointed to the survey in arguing that
the council needs to “start thinking
about congestion in a big way.”
“Ease of travel by car has gone
from 66 percent in 2010 to 44 percent — a 22 percent drop,” DuBois
said. “That’s a key performance
metric that’s not moving in right direction. And we really have to figure out how to stop that problem.”
To be sure, not everything is going in the wrong direction. Ninety-one percent gave high rankings
to their neighborhood “as a place
to live.” The city’s newly renovated library system continues to
get glowing reviews, with 82 percent raving about the “variety of
library materials” and 89 percent
giving high marks to their local
library branch (up from 59 and
73 percent, respectively, in 2006).
The survey also suggests the city’s
recent efforts to repair streets has
been noticed, with 57 percent
giving the city high rankings, up
from 47 percent in in 2006.
Then there is the local economy,
which continues to hum along. In
the category of “a place to work,”
Palo Alto finished 15 out of 319
jurisdictions, with 82 percent of respondents giving it high marks. And
when asked about “employment
opportunities,” Palo Alto did even
better. Out of 280 comparison communities, the city finished first. Q
Staff Writer Gennady Sheyner
can be emailed at gsheyner@
paweekly.com.

Public Agenda
A preview of Palo Alto government meetings next week
CITY COUNCIL ... The council plans to hold its annual priority-setting
retreat at 9 a.m. on Saturday, Jan. 28, at the Palo Alto Art Center, 1313
Newell Road.
CITY COUNCIL ... The council plans to meet in a closed session to
discuss the status of labor negotiations with the Palo Alto Fire Chiefs’
Association. The council will then discuss the Comprehensive Plan
Update, with the focus on the Land Use and Community Design
Element and the revised draft Transportation Element. The closed
session will begin at 5 p.m. on Monday, Jan. 30. A regular meeting will
immediately follow in the Council Chambers at City Hall, 250 Hamilton
Ave.
CITY COUNCIL ... The council plans to meet to interview candidates for
the Historic Resources Board, the Parks and Recreation Commission
and the Planning and Transportation Commission. The meeting will
begin at 6 p.m. on Wednesday, Feb. 1 in the Community Meeting Room
at City Hall, 250 Hamilton Ave.
UTILITIES ADVISORY COMMISSION ... The commission plans to
consider a resolution establishing pledged sources of revenue for
repayment of loans for projects at the Regional Water Quality Control
Plant; consider an amendment to Utilities Rule and Regulation 27,
Generating Facility Interconnections; discuss a recommendation that
the council approve an update to the city’s Ten-Year Electric Energy
Efficiency Goals; and see a presentation on a preliminary financial
forecast and rate changes for Electric, Gas, Wastewater Collection and
Water utilities. The meeting will begin at 7 p.m. on Wednesday, Feb. 1, in
the Council Chambers at City Hall, 250 Hamilton Ave.
ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW BOARD ... The board plans to review a
proposal to demolish four single-family residences and construct 16
two-story residences at 567 Maybell Ave. The meeting will begin at 8:30
a.m. on Thursday, Feb. 2, in the Council Chambers at City Hall, 250
Hamilton Ave.

PaloAltoOnline.com
There’s a conversation going on
about this incident on Town Square,
the community discussion forum. Go
to PaloAltoOnline.com/square to read
what others have to say and to share
your opinion.

State
of the City
Address
Wednesday,
February 8, 7:00 PM
HanaHaus
456 University Avenue
Palo Alto

**Refreshments and fun immediately following!**

250 HAMILTON AVENUE,
COUNCIL CHAMBERS
FEBRUARY 8, 2017 AT 6:00PM
Study Session:
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(continued from page 5)

TALK ABOUT IT

You are cordially invited
to attend the
City of Palo Alto’s

CITY OF PALO ALTO
PLANNING AND TRANSPORTATION
COMMISSION
REGULAR MEETING

Crash
one minute in life than your life
in one minute,” the agency guidelines state.
Anyone whose vehicle is stuck at
a train crossing should exit the car,
leave the tracks and call 911 or Transit Police at 877-723-7245 to report
what happened, Caltrain said. Q
Staff Writer Sue Dremann
can be emailed at sdremann@
paweekly.com.

Honorable Mayor
Greg Scharff
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Transitions

Jack O’Reilly
November 22, 1942 – January 17, 2017
Resident of Palo Alto

®

The DeLeon Difference®
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Robin Yep Kwong
Resident of Cupertino
Robin Yep Kwong died
peacefully on Sunday, January
8 surrounded by her family
after a lengthy illness.
Robin was a familiar face
in Palo Alto where she and
her husband Ben of fifty years
owned and operated Maximart
Pharmacy. Robin had an
unwavering dedication to the
Maximart community where
her unique customer service
and kindness were well known
to their many customers.
Robin brought a loving and generous spirit to everything
she touched. She was a caregiver and cheerleader to everyone
in her life. Nothing gave her greater joy than caring for her
two grandsons. She loved attending their sporting events,
Cub Scout outings and school functions.
Robin was herself an avid sports fan and enjoyed attending
and watching San Francisco 49er football and Giants baseball
games with her many friends and family. She was a gracious
host. She loved cooking and her Cupertino home was the
site of countless celebrations and family events. Robin loved
being near the ocean and explored beaches all over the world
with her family.
She was born April 26, 1945 in San Francisco and then
spent much of her life in Palo Alto. She was a graduate
of Cubberley High School and attended San Jose State
University.
She is survived by her husband Ben, their daughter
Jennifer Piert, her husband Steve, two adored grandsons,
Ryan and Will Piert, a brother Richard Yep, his wife Mona,
and their son Dylan. In addition, she is survived by aunts,
many loving in-laws, cousins, nieces, nephews, and a host of
long-time friends. She was preceded in death by her parents
George and Doris Yep.
The family asks that contributions in her memory be made
to either the Society for Gynecological Oncology http://www.
foundationforwomenscancer.org/research-opportunities/
or Project Cornerstone at www.projectcornerstone.org,
select the option to dedicate your gift “in memory” of Robin
Kwong or a check can be sent directly to: YMCA/Project
Cornerstone, 80 Saratoga Ave, Santa Clara, CA 95051
PAID
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Patricia Gene Burger

John James (aka “Jack”) O’Reilly, born
November 22, 1942 in Waterloo, England,
died peacefully on January 17, 2017 after a long
battle with amyloidosis. He is survived by his
wife of forty-eight years, Margaret, daughter
Ximena, son Benet, five grandchildren, and his
sister, Elizabeth Forbes of the Isle of Man, and
brother Richard of Blackpool, England.
Jack attended Ampleforth College and
earned his undergraduate degree from Oxford
University and MBA from Stanford. He applied his business and
finance training to the world of banking, pharmaceuticals, and
biotechnology. He had an unquenchable thirst for knowledge
and deep curiosity for the world. He devoured the written word,
enjoyed lively debates where no subject was off limits, had a prickly
sense of humor, and never wavered from his admiration for art,
symphony, and opera. His passion for travel started as a student
with a penchant for adventure, and only subsided when his health
could no longer keep up.
He and Margaret were married in Punta Arenas, Chile, and lived
together on three continents. They made Palo Alto their permanent
home in 1982, having enjoyed their time at Stanford a decade
earlier. Jack was active in supporting local causes, and a key figure
in the opposition to selling off Jordan Middle School following its
(temporary) closure in the 1980s. In retirement, Jack and Margaret
increasingly spent extended periods in Provence, France, where
they restored an old farmhouse and amused themselves cultivating
new friends (and some olives), until Jack’s health started to worsen
in 2015.
He will be remembered fondly by friends and family for his large
personality, his warmth and generosity, his bushy browed joviality,
his obstinance and open-mindedness, and of course his love of his
family, wine, and very old books.
A memorial service will be held at 5pm on Tuesday, January 31 at
All Saints Episcopal Church, 555 Waverley Street, Palo Alto.
PAID
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Thomas Bednar
April 13, 1964 – January 21, 2017
Thomas J. Bednar passed away
at home on Jan. 21 after a lengthy
and bravely-fought battle with
pancreatic cancer. Tom was born
April 13, 1964, in Burlingame,
the son of Ronald and Rosemarie
Bednar. He graduated from Palo
Alto High School in June of 1982.
He married Diana on July 21, 2000,
at Elliston Vineyards in Sunol.
Tom worked as a contractor for
Lund Pearson McLaughlin (LPM)
Fire Protection. He became a
partner of LPM, along with Jim
and Joyce McLaughlin in October of 2002. Tom worked for LPM
30 years. Tom was an amazing husband, stepfather, son, brother
and friend. He was a very generous, considerate, kind and patient
person. He had a great sense of humor, he loved to play golf, go
fishing, watch the SF Giants play baseball and take vacations to
warm relaxing beach locations. He was a huge Jimmy Buffet fan
and attended hundreds of live concerts. Those who will miss
Tom the most include his loving wife Diana Bednar, his mother
Rosemarie, his stepson Michael Berry and his wife Tiffany and
two granddaughters Tatum and Chandler, his stepson David
Berry, Nikay Hurtado and granddaughter Veda, his brother Chris
and his wife Karen and two nieces Rachel and Kristen, and his
brother Steve, along with many other family members, including
in-laws, sisters-in-law and brothers-in-law, many nieces and one
nephew, also a list of very close friends. Tom will be reunited in
Heaven with his father, Ronald.
Tom’s memorial service will be held at Skylawn Memorial
Park, Route 35 at Highway 92, San Mateo, on Friday, Jan. 27.
Please arrive at 10:30 a.m.
In lieu of flowers the family would like donations send to St.
Jude Children’s Cancer Research at http://www.stjude.org/
PAID
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Longtime Palo Alto resident
Patricia (Pat) Gene Burger died
peacefully on Dec. 14, 2016, in Cedarville. She was 84.
Born in Tacoma, Washington, to Duncan and Neva
McFadden, she
grew up in Palo
Alto where her
father was director of finance
at Stanford University. She was an alumna of Palo
Alto High School’s class of 1949
having spent all of her youth in Palo
Alto. She attended the University of
the Pacific in Stockton. In 1959, she
married Vern Burger and had one
child.
She was a homemaker and spent
a considerable amount of time volunteering at El Camino Hospital.
She also enjoyed doing arts and
crafts and was a master quilter.
She is predeceased by her husband Vern Burger, and she is survived by her son, Jeff Cotton, sister,
Cathy and two nieces.

Bernard Manual Zaslav
Violist and educator Bernard
Manual Zaslav died peacefully of
natural causes on Dec. 28, 2016, at
his Stanford home. He was 90.
Born
on
April 7, 1926, in
Brooklyn, New
York, he attended Samuel
J. Tilden High
School and was
introduced to
string quartet
playing by his
Spanish teacher, Sam Levinson.
He graduated from Juilliard
School of Music in 1947 and spent
two years playing in the viola section of the Cleveland Orchestra under George Szell. He then returned
to New York where he worked as a
freelance musician, performing and
recording music.
In 1968, he began his tenure
with the Fine Arts String Quartet,
in residence at the University of
Wisconsin-Milwaukee.
In 1980, he joined the Vermeer
String Quartet and the Northern Illinois University faculty, finishing
his career as a member of the Stanford University String Quartet and
the Stanford faculty.
Throughout his career, he and
his wife, concert pianist and music
educator Naomi, performed and recorded as the Zaslav Duo
His memoir, “The Viola in My
Life: An Alto Rhapsody,” includes
hundreds of stories of musical life in
the second half of the 20th century;
He is survived by his wife of 69
years, Naomi Zaslav; his brother,
Blair Zaslav (Harriet) of Hollywood, Florida; son, Mark Zaslav
(Susan) of Novato; daughter, Claudia Drosen (James) of Marquette,
Michigan; grandchildren, Madison
Zaslav of Novato; Sarah Drosen of
Shelby Township, Michigan and
Alex Drosen of Chicago, Illinois.
Memorial donations may be
made to The American Viola Society at americanviolasociety.org.

Palo Alto Historical Association
presents a free public program:

Mysteries and Discoveries
along Old Page Mill Road
Presenter: Laura Jones
University Archaeologist, Stanford U.
NEW DATE AND LOCATION

Sunday, January 29, 2:00-4:00 p.m.
Palo Alto Art Center
1313 Newell Road
Refreshments • No admission charge

High Performance
Care For High
Performance Cars

Where Learning and Joy
Come Together

Specialized in the expert repair & maintenance
of your Audi, BMW, LandRover, Mercedes-Benz,
MINI, Jaguar, Porsche and Volkswagen.

EUROPEAN SPECIALISTS

www.ecargarage.com | 650-493-7877
contact@ecargarage.com

See 6-minute video at LivingWisdomSchool.org
24 years of proven success in Palo Alto
Graduates attend top colleges and universities
Daily yoga and meditation
NEW high school opening September 2017 in Palo Alto
1:6 teacher/student ratio in kindergarten
School rules begin with “Enjoy yourself!”
Integrated Arts program, including music, theater, art,
and dance
Experiential, projects-based, inquiry-based learning
Balanced approach to technology; 1:1 Apple MacBooks
in upper grades
After-school care

Visit

TK-8 Open House

WHERE HI-TECH MEETS HIGH TOUCH

At ECar Garage, we are committed to honesty, intergrity and
high-quality workmanship. Our product is our service: what comes
out of our hearts, heads and hands. You can trust all three.

10% off

Any Service

Valid for BMW, Porsche, Audi, Jaguar, Land Rover, Mini, and Mercedes Benz models.
*HUUV[ILJVTIPULK^P[OV[OLYVɈLYVYZWLJPHS7SLHZLWYLZLU[VɈLY\WVU]PZP[

WARRANTY ON ALL REPAIRS FOR UP TO
24 MONTHS OR 24,000 MILES

MAKE YOUR APPOINTMENT

(650) 903-7361

439 LAMBERT AVE., PALO ALTO

Lasting Memories
An online directory of obituaries and remembrances.
Search obituaries, submit a memorial, share a photo.
Go to: www.PaloAltoOnline.com/obituaries

Saturday, February 4th
10am – 11:30am

Pre-register online at LivingWisdomSchool.org
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Editorial
Toward a mea culpa
New school board majority opts for more humble,
collaborative course with Office for Civil Rights

I

t has taken two Palo Alto Board of Education elections and the
replacement of four out of five trustees, a new Superintendent
and a new law firm, but the majority of the school board is
finally ready to lead us out of an expensive and unnecessary fiveyear battle with the federal Department of Education.
On Tuesday night, on a 3-1 vote, the school board directed Superintendent Max McGee and the district’s lawyers to finalize a
settlement agreement with the Office for Civil Rights (OCR) that
will commit the district to correcting deficiencies in its current
policies and practices, conducting trainings of employees and engaging an independent investigator to conduct investigations that
the district failed to properly undertake as reports of sexual harassment and assault came to its attention over the last three years.
The board’s actions signify a major shift from its past approach,
when it pursued a strategy, formulated in closed sessions without
public input and at great expense, of denial and resistance.
This time, in open session, the board properly focused on what
the district can learn from OCR and how it can improve its practices to benefit students, their families and school employees.
The district’s problems began in 2012, when a disabled Terman
Middle School student was the victim of repeated bullying and
physical assaults at school. Her family, after many unsuccessful direct appeals to the school and school board for help, finally turned
to the Office for Civil Rights, a federal agency that investigates
complaints and works with school districts to ensure they respond
properly to incidents of harassment and discrimination.
Instead of pursuing an early-resolution process that would have
avoided the issuance of findings of fact after a full OCR investigation, in closed session the school board instructed its attorneys to
deny the allegations being made by the girl’s family and vigorously
defend the actions of school employees.
It was a foolish, expensive and ultimately failed strategy, and
eventually OCR and the district entered into a settlement agreement in December 2012 that required nothing more onerous than
changes to some district policies to bring them in compliance with
the law and the training of employees on how to properly respond
to reports of bullying and other discriminatory harassment.
But the OCR’s letter of findings painted a highly embarrassing
picture of how the Terman bullying case had been handled. The
entire matter was kept secret from the public, and then-Superintendent Kevin Skelly chose not to inform the school board about
either the settlement agreement or the OCR findings. Both became
public in early 2013 when the family of the girl delivered the documents to the Weekly. For more than a year, the board met in closed
sessions and spent money on having its attorneys research how the
district could fight OCR’s conclusions and challenge the agency’s
legal authority.
Then in June 2014, the school board publicly unleashed a written broadside of criticism of OCR’s handling of the Terman case
and an accusation that the family of the bullied girl had altered
documents in an unrelated OCR complaint (an allegation that was
later determined to be false). The board unanimously adopted a
resolution criticizing OCR and initiated a short-lived and ineffective campaign to persuade federal legislators to examine OCR
practices and institute reforms.
Meanwhile, in mid-2013, OCR opened a new investigation into
how the school district had responded to reports of sexual assault
and “slut shaming” of Palo Alto High School students and in 2014
opened an investigation into how the district handled a sexual harassment and assault case involving two Gunn High School students.
Once again, the school board chose to resist OCR’s authority and
opted against seeking early resolution of the cases.
Finally, a month ago OCR provided the district with a longanticipated draft resolution agreement covering both the Paly and
Gunn investigations, as well as several other instances of sexual
harassment. The school board has until March 7 to finalize the
agreement.
Thankfully, with the election of Todd Collins and Jennifer DiBrienza to the school board in November, only Melissa Baten Caswell remains from the board that so badly mishandled these OCR
cases. Despite her efforts Tuesday night to continue to treat OCR as
an adversary and, for no apparent reason, to raise questions about
the experience and judgment of the district’s attorney, Collins, DiBrienza and Ken Dauber made clear they expect McGee and the
district lawyer to finalize a final agreement without delay.
After just a few meetings of the new school board, it is already
obvious that a long overdue commitment to more transparent and
disciplined governance is emerging. What this new group may
lack in past board experience seems to be more than offset by clear
thinking and common sense. Q
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Spectrum
Editorials, letters and opinions

This week on
Town Square

Town Square is an online discussion
forum at PaloAltoOnline.com/square
Middlefield Road
lane reduction
moves ahead
Posted on Jan. 25 at 2
p.m. by John Alderman, a
resident of the Crescent Park
neighborhood
I’m optimistic this will
help, but one of the problems
with solutions like this is that
instead of calming down the
worst drivers, it triggers those
drivers into even worse behavior, barreling down alternative
streets, losing even more time,
which makes them drive even
faster and more recklessly. I
was horrified to see a series of
cars northbound on Middlefield cutting through the circular driveway at Lucie Stern at
near full speed, then turn left
on Melville, then back onto
Middlefield just to get ahead
of a few cars stopped at the
red light.
Posted on Jan. 25 at 4
p.m. by Dave Hoffman, a
resident of the Crescent Park
neighborhood
One common comment in
this thread is that the majority of accidents on this stretch
of road are caused by people
speeding. I have lived in Professorville and Crescent Park
since 2006 and watched in
amazement as traffic enforcement was gradually
eliminated.
So before I endorse another
“road diet” in a city with few
arteries and many bottlenecks
because of its geography, perhaps the Council could explain why they haven’t started
by asking the Palo Alto Police

Letters
Off-leash dogs prove
problematic
Editor,
I am so frustrated with the egos of
the owners of dogs who let their
dogs walk off-leash through our
neighborhoods without any consideration for others. Many people
are scared of dogs and for other
owners of dogs, some (dogs) have
been rescued and do not like other
dogs. ... This makes it really hard
for the people who follow the law

Department to enforce traffic
regulations in town? It would
be a steady source of revenue,
would satisfy the stated goal
of improving safety for all,
should be less expensive than
the road modifications, and
who knows? It might eventually make drivers start slowing
down.

Driver at fault in cartrain accident
Posted on Jan. 25 at 6 p.m.
by Robert Smith, a resident
of the Duveneck/St. Francis
neighborhood
I have lived in the area for
nearly 50 years and have always found the Palo Alto train
intersections to be confusing,
which probably translates to
dangerous. Every time I cross
one of them, I have to consider what I am doing very
carefully.
My apologies to the visitor
who experienced this accident.
This was a terrible way for us
to treat a guest.

Let the band play on
at Stanford
Posted on Jan. 23 at 12:10
p.m. by George Fisher, a resident of Menlo Park
“If they want to represent
the school, they should act like
adults.”
Why? Aren’t they students?
I like to see happy students.
Hard to find joy these days.
Let’s magnify it, not destroy it.
Posted on Jan. 23 at 10:09
a.m. by Chris Gaither, a
resident of the Mayfield
neighborhood
and are respectful of others.
I don’t want to call animal rescue to report these people, and it
will be sad one day when their
animals are hit by cars because
their egos think it is cool for their
dogs to walk off-leash.
Janine Bisharat
Hawthorne Avenue, Palo Alto

Residents subject to
potential flooding
Editor,
When the City built the Chaucer bridge in the 1940s it reduced

Just let them play “Alright,
Now” on the sidelines every
time Stanford scores, and everything will be fine. They do
not need to do the full regalia
half-time performances. Alums, fans and students just
like “Alright, Now.” That’s
the song we connect the band
to at games and rallies.

Palo Alto school
board discusses
progress made —
and delayed — on
district goals
Posted on Jan. 24 at 7:43
p.m. by Suzanne Jacobs, a
resident of the South of Midtown neighborhood
A “Clocktalk” app or an
“agile” extension to Schoology or IC all sound like great
ideas! I bet students could
write all three at a hackathon,
present to staff and students
and see what works best!
Main thing is to get started!
Posted on Jan. 25 at 6 p.m.
by Gloria Symon, a resident
of the Duveneck/St. Francis
neighborhood
Regarding homework: “We
have a problem,” Ken Dauber
has observed. Todd Collins
called the effort to monitor
homework one of the “pillars of our social-emotional
strategy.” Thank heavens
for their common sense and
straightforwardness. Now Dr.
McGee and the administration need to get on board this
issue ASAP and actually do
something. How much “data
gathering” do we have to do?
Good suggestions have been
offered, including the Clocktalk app. Getting the students
involved seems like a good
idea.
There is no time to waste.
Homework overload is a contributing factor to teen depression. We can’t afford to
wait.
the capacity of the creek at that
particular location by approximately half. In periods of high
flow (7,000 cubic feet per second
and above) the culvert beneath the
bridge cannot handle the flow and
the excess flow backs up, overtops
the bridge, and causes flooding.
During periods of flow below the
volume that will overwhelm the
culvert, debris blocking the culvert can also cause flooding.
The situation has not changed
since the flood of 1998 because
the bridge is still there.
The City is working with the

Check out Town Square!
Hundreds of local topics are being discussed by local residents
on Town Square, a reader forum sponsored by the Weekly at
PaloAltoOnline.com/square. Post your own comments, ask
questions or just stay up on what people are talking about
around town!

Guest Opinion
Ending Palo Alto’s traffic and parking nightmare
by Evan Goldin
ne of my
first jobs, in
2004, was
counting the number of cars parked
on every downtown Palo Alto
block from 4 to 11
a.m. Rising before
4, I prowled downtown’s streets, taking note of how the
number of parked
cars changed by the hour and building the
data to stand up Palo Alto’s eventual residential permit program downtown.
One thing was clear: As soon as businesses
started to open, their employees were filling
up our streets with cars.
Many things have changed since that summer — we can now summon a cheap, safe
ride from the palm of our hand — but grinding traffic and lack of parking have not. That
pair of frustrations is still a constant topic of
conversation. It’s led to screaming matches,
apartment downsizing, limits on new office
space and many late nights in the City Council Chambers.
That anger is well-placed and well-meaning. Having grown up in Palo Alto, there’s
no doubt that traffic is far worse today than
it was even a decade or two ago, and it cuts
deeply into our quality of life. It wastes valuable time and pollutes the air. Even my own
parents moved out of Palo Alto recently, with
traffic near the top of their list of frustrations.
Few problems, aside from affordability,
seem more intractable.

O

Joint Powers Agency to replace
that bridge, and it eventually will
be done. However, until it is done
the existence of the bridge remains a threat to divert water out
of the creek at very high flows
and the nearby residents remain
subject to the threat of flooding.
And, the City remains potentially liable in the event another
flood occurs before the bridge is
replaced.
Legal precedents are clear: A
local agency that constructs an
obstruction to a creek that causes
flooding is legally responsible for
the flood damage. The flood of
1998 resulted in a lawsuit against
the City, which was settled out of
court.
John Paul Hanna
Crescent Drive, Palo Alto

Addressing high
school’s crucibles
Editor,
To chase after dozens of hares
is to never catch any. So I like the
school board’s goal of, ahem, rating rabbits.
Only a churl would disparage
the work of those who, worried
about adolescent despair in Palo

Government solutions have focused on
stopping the influx of new residents and
workers through limits on new construction and time limits on parking. That has
pushed residential and commercial rents
higher, and made life harder for downtown
visitors and residents, some of whom now
park nearly a mile from their office so
they can keep driving to work. Aside from
Caltrain’s Baby Bullet service, better public transit options haven’t produced many
solid results, and the Palo Alto Shuttle is
rarely occupied.
According to the Palo Alto Weekly’s recent cover story on traffic, some very fedup residents are even trying to take control
of the epidemic themselves, recording videos, putting cones in front of their homes or
standing on street corners to guard against
illegal turns.
After decades of minimal impact, it’s
time to try a different path to reduced
traffic.
The city should require businesses and
multi-story apartment buildings to subsidize alternative transportation. Specifically, businesses and large apartment
buildings should pay into a fund — a transportation-demand management organization — that then comes up with creative
ways to subsidize transportation methods
other than driving solo.
The council proposed something like
this (a “head tax”) last year and then
shelved it until this year largely because
council members didn’t know what to do
with the money. With the new year upon
us, let’s revisit the plan and pair it with
higher charges on parking-garage permits.

Alto, have given us crisis lines,
community clinics, inpatient
units, support apps, Facebook
groups, social-emotional curriculum, school wellness centers,
wellness teams, therapists and
mindfulness sessions.
But I wish we’d also roll back
some of what’s making our kids
feel so awful in the first place.
Wouldn’t it be wise to smooth
their road instead of continually
holding out hands to them as they
stagger, stumble and fall? And
isn’t there some danger in continually telling them that they’re
broken and need fixing?
I think our schools could use
some fixing, too.
Not their dedicated faculty,
nor rich arrays of subject matter,
nor myriad drama and music and
technology ensembles — just the
daily school grind.
High school is a developmental
crucible that lasts for four intense
years. Yet we continue to allow
a daily grind of: overcrowded
classes; no student voice in nightly homework amounts; relentless
grade reporting that gives kids no
time to recover from the normal
blows of adolescence; pervasive,

Charging a head tax on businesses with
more than 10 employees and increasing
parking-garage rates could raise millions
per year.
That money could then be pooled (and
potentially matched by the city two or three
times over) and turned into large discount
programs on alternative transportation
platforms like Lyft, Uber, Scoop or other
ride-hailing and transportation platforms.
Usage could be limited only to those going
to and from Palo Alto’s business districts,
and only during peak hours.
With door-to-door pickup and no looking for parking on arrival, it’s already more
convenient to hail a ride than drive solo.
For the people who live or work in Palo
Alto, we just need to make ride-sharing
and other new options cost-competitive
with driving alone to truly make a dent in
habits.
As usage starts to pick up from employees who can start to commute from San
Jose, Mountain View and other places for
just a couple of dollars (of their own money) per day, prices will drop as ride-sharing
services are better able to pair commuters
together, getting three or even four commuters in a single car. This is exactly what’s
happened in San Francisco with Lyft Line
and Uber Pool — prices have dropped
drastically over time, as match rates and
carpooling rates have skyrocketed.
Better yet, Palo Alto has already created
the organization to manage this program:
Palo Alto’s new transportation-demand
management (TDM) organization. It is
tasked with reducing solo-occupancy driving in Palo Alto, and this program would

unnerving cheating; scant guidance conversations with families
headed for multiple APs; teenagers’ use of social media, even
during class, to get the emotional
support they need just in order to
endure, well, the whole grind.
It would be boorish to make
public criticisms and not point to
some possible relief: the six proposals of Save the 2,008, the local community alliance for high
school change.
At some point, might we not
wisely pause in our throwing
of life-preservers, sending up
flares, teaching emergency swimstrokes, bailing and fishing kids
out of the water — and just build
a better boat?
Marc Vincenti
Los Robles Avenue, Palo Alto

Protecting City trees
Editor,
I have lived in Palo Alto for
more than 50 years. In these years
I have appreciated many trees. For
now, the ones I am in much sorrow for are the redwoods at the
side of the entrance to Rinconada
Library near the Art Center.
The roots of several of these

be the perfect way to give it the funds to
actually tackle that goal.
So long as local residents and office
workers have little incentive to change
their behavior, they won’t. But give people
a nudge, and habits will change.
Even businesses and residential developers will love the idea, as the city could
make new development easier in return
(of course, asking for contributions to the
TDM from those developers). Employers
want to solve this problem, and they want
to grow and stay in Palo Alto, but it’s very
hard for a single employer to solve this
problem alone. It’s the ultimate tragedy of
the commons, and something really fixed
only with some government-enforced carrots and sticks.
I’ll bet most developers will be happy to
chip in significant money to the TDM, too,
if it means fewer protests to their plans and
faster city approvals.
It would be a much better use of money
than pumping millions of valuable tax dollars into new parking garages or mostly
empty shuttles. It could be the way we can
finally get people out of their cars.
We’ve spent enough time yelling at each
other, in our cars and at council meetings.
Let’s show that Palo Alto can take the lead
again on tough issues and finally make a
dent in America’s most intractable, frustrating problem. Q
Former City of Palo Alto intern and
transportation consultant Evan Goldin
is a Palo Alto native and current resident.
You can email him at evan.goldin@
gmail.com.

trees were butchered when the
landscaping was happening. I
know the size of these roots; I
took pictures of how they were
mutilated. Many of them were
larger than a large watermelon in
circumference.
I can see no excuse for this to
have happened, but someone will
try to come up with an excuse.
Those who allowed this to happen

— are they still collecting a salary, and were they paid to allow
this to happen — and if so, why?
Our town is named for the tall
tree — it has survived for over
1,000 years, and now people of
small minds have allowed these
majestic redwoods to stand without green branches.
Marie-Louise Starling-Bell
Webster Street, Palo Alto

WHAT DO YOU THINK?
The Palo Alto Weekly encourages comments on our coverage
or on issues of local interest.

What top three priorities
would you set for the
City of Palo Alto this year?
Submit letters to the editor of up to 300 words to letters@paweekly.com.
Submit guest opinions of 1,000 words to editor@paweekly.com. Include your
name, address and daytime phone number so we can reach you.
We reserve the right to edit contributions for length, objectionable content,
libel and factual errors known to us. Anonymous letters will generally not be
accepted. Submitting a letter to the editor or guest opinion constitutes a
granting of permission to the Palo Alto Weekly and Embarcadero Media to also
publish it online, including in our online archives and as a post on Town Square.
For more information contact Editor Jocelyn Dong or Editorial Assistant
Anna Medina at editor@paweekly.com or 650-326-8210.
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Arts & Entertainment
A weekly guide to music, theater, art, culture, books and more, edited by Karla Kane
REVIEW THEATER

Above and beyond

realism

REVIEW ART

Cantor Arts Center exhibits
‘The Conjured Life: The Legacy of Surrealism’

REVIEW OPERA
Courtesy of Nathan Keay, MCA Chicago

REVIEW BOOKS

REVIEW DANCE
Two life-sized half-fish, half-human figures sit contentedly on a rock at
the seaside in René Magritte’s 1953 “The Wonders of Nature,” on exhibit
at the Cantor Arts Center at Stanford.

Courtesy of Nathan Keay, MCA Chicago

Paul Sarkisian’s “Night with Raping Wave” is on display at the Cantor
Arts Center through April 3 as part of “The Conjured Life: The Legacy of
Surrealism.”

READ MORE ONLINE
This and other arts stories were posted on Palo Alto Online.
For longer versions, go to PaloAltoOnline.com/arts.

Playing God at the Pear
Encountering a not-quite-but-very-nearly human seems to disturb and
rattle us deeply, leaving our brains unable to reconcile the familiar with
the vaguely strange. This concept is explored in Thomas Gibbon’s “Uncanny Valley,” currently on stage at the Pear Theatre in Mountain View.
(Posted Jan. 25, 9:42 a.m.)
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by Sheryl Nonnenberg

he past year has been a period of upheaval for the Cantor Arts Center, with
the departure of Executive Director
Connie Wolf and the reinstallation of
the permanent collection galleries. It
seems appropriate, therefore, that the
museum ended 2016 on a surrealistic note
— literally — with the opening of a major
exhibition that explores the history and
legacy of one of the 20th century’s most
influential movements, surrealism.
“The Conjured Life: The Legacy of Surrealism,” on view through April 3, was organized by the Cantor but builds upon an
exhibition that was seen earlier this year
at the Museum of Contemporary Art in
Chicago. It contains more than 60 objects,
including paintings, sculptures, drawings
and photographs drawn from both institutions and Stanford’s Special Collections
Libraries. Installed in thematic groupings
(poetry, film, etc.), the exhibition follows the path of the movement from Andre Breton’s groundbreaking manifesto
in 1924 to the cinematic work of David
Lynch.
The term “surrealism” is used now so
often to refer to anything out of the norm
that we might underestimate just how
shocking the philosophy was in its early
stages. The movement followed in the path
of Dada, which was a response to the horror and destruction of World War I.
Breton and his followers sought “a new
mode of pure expression” that explored
the real process of thought, without constraints of reason, or aesthetic or moral
concerns. The world of the unconscious,
which could be tapped via dream analysis,
automatic writing and the random juxtaposition of disparate objects, would lead
the artist to the highest form of creativity.
The movement flourished during the turbulent decades of the 1930s and ‘40s, and
its influence can still be seen in the work
of contemporary artists.
“I’m continually struck by not only the
breadth of Surrealist subject matter —
themes that artists continue to mine today
— but also by the range of experimental
art-making techniques that find their roots
in the movement,” explained Jodi Roberts,
Cantor’s curator of modern art.
As might be expected from an exhibition devoted to ideas “beyond realism,”
there are some pretty trippy objects to
behold. The exhibition begins with one of
the artists most associated with the movement, René Magritte. His work, realistic
yet enigmatic, is wonderfully represented
here with the 1953 painting, “The Wonders
of Nature.” Two life-sized half-fish, halfhuman figures sit contentedly on a rock
at the seaside. It’s fun, funky and wildly
imaginative. In contrast, Dan Baum’s 1965
“The Babies of Della Robbia,” is a threedimensional nightmare of plastic baby

dolls, ghostly white with eyes closed or
missing, contained within a wooden pediment. It’s a clever, if creepy, tribute to the
ceramic art of the Renaissance master.
Photography also is well represented.
The exhibition includes the quietly evocative Paris street scenes of Eugene Atget,
the haunting self-portraits of Francesca
Woodman and Lee Friedlander’s homage to Magritte, a picture of a television
with a huge eye looking back out at us.
Those who are squeamish might want to
pass by the screen showing Luis Buñuel’s
“Un Chien Andalou.” (Yes, it does include
the scene with the woman getting her eye
sliced open.)
Cindy Sherman’s 1989 “Untitled #188”
is a large-scale color photograph of a
blow-up doll, nestled amid a background
of cast-off objects. Deflated, her face
smeared with red lipstick, she is more
contemporary than Buñuel’s woman but
equally unsettling.
San Francisco artist Jess offers up a fascinating accumulation of found objects in
“Midday Forfit: Feignting Spell III.” The
collage consists of magazine pictures, puzzle pieces and bits of wood placed around
a swatch from a Rococo-era tapestry that
depicts a boy and girl on a swing. There
are so many disparate images joined together here, from Indian deities to cars to
mattresses to stained glass, that the eye is
completely bombarded; the juxtapositions
make no sense but they are nonetheless
completely riveting. As the wall label indicates, it is another example of “surrealist
archeology.”
The exhibition ends with Alexander
Calder’s 1957 “Chariot (Sixteen Black
Leaves).” As part of the Cantor’s permanent collection, it is usually installed
elsewhere. When placed in this context,
we can see just how the idea of chance
plays into the surrealist method. The mobile moves almost imperceptibly with air
currents, changing in ways the artist could
not have predicted. In addition, the shadow
it casts on the wall behind becomes a secondary point of interest and an object in
and of itself.
“I think surrealism gave later generations permission to challenge the limits
of traditional artistic categories, materials
and modes of production,” Roberts said. Q
Freelance writer Sheryl Nonnenberg
can be reached at nonnenberg@aol.com
What: “The Conjured Life: The Legacy of
Surrealism”
Where: Pigott Family Gallery at the Cantor
Arts Center, 328 Lomita Drive, Stanford
When: Through April 3, Wed.-Mon. from 11
a.m. to 5 p.m.; Thursdays open until 8 p.m.
Cost: Free
Info: Go to museum.stanford.edu.

Eating Out

Ceri Smith brought her love affair with Italian
wines to Palo Alto, opening Biondivino Wine
Boutique at Town & Country Village shopping
center in December.

DOLCE
VITA
Biondivino Wine
Boutique is inspired
by the beauty of Italy

BY DALE F. BENTSON
PHOTOS BY VERONICA WEBER
Wines from small Italian producers get the star treatment
at Biondivino, with selections like the testalonga rossese di
Dolceacqua from Antonio Perrino, Altura Isola di Giglio by
Ansonaco Carfagna and a sagrantino di Montefalco by Paolo
Bea.

T

he longer she talks, the wider Ceri Smith’s
eyes become, the more she gesticulates,
the quicker her speech pattern. Ideas and
opinions, critiques and compliments gush
like bubbles from a Prosecco bottle. Italian
wine: it’s her business; it’s also her passion.
Smith’s new Biondivino Wine Boutique, in a
corner of Town & Country Village, is clean, organized, contemporary and inviting. It is brightly
lit, made even brighter with Smith’s effervescent
smile.
This is Smith’s second wine shop. The original
has operated for a decade near Green and Polk
streets at the foot of San Francisco’s Russian Hill.
Like the original store, Biondivino has a wine club,
newsletter and online magazine. When permits are
granted from the city, there will be wine events,
tastings and classes at the Palo Alto location.
Smith’s family has deep Italian roots. The wine
stores are named after Smith’s great-grandfather
Settimio Biondi, who arrived in San Francisco the
day after the great quake of 1906. He came by
train from Colorado and befriended Jack London
en route. He built several flats near Mason and
Green streets, and a century later his great granddaughter opened her wine boutique a few blocks
away.
Smith took her first wine job at French champagne-maker Louis Roederer’s Anderson Valley Estate, absorbing everything about sparkling
wines and working in the tasting room. Soon she
discovered the lure of Italian wines and her affection and attention quickly shifted.
After working with Italian importers and distributors in San Francisco, she landed a job in
Manhattan as an Italian wine specialist where she
sold wine to Mario Batali’s Babbo and other topflight restaurants. A phone call from a friend about
a storefront space opening up in San Francisco
brought her back to the Bay Area. Biondivino’s
(continued on next page)
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Eating Out

Biondivino
(continued from previous page)

Green Street doors opened in 2006.
Awards, accolades and opportunities followed. In 2012, Smith was
awarded the Leccio d’Oro prize by
the Tuscan winemakers association, the Brunello di Montalcino
Consorzio. The following year,
San Francisco magazine named
her Wine Curator of the Year. In
2014, she was proclaimed Food and
Wine Magazine’s Sommelier of the
Year. Along with Bonny Doon’s
Randall Grahm, she is co-wine
director of San Francisco’s revitalized and fashionable Tosca Café.

“When I started working with
Tosca on the revamp, our offices
were in the Sentinel (Coppola)
Building,” Smith recalled. “I told
my dad about it and he said that
when my grandfather arrived in the
city he spent his first night in that
building, renting a spot and a blanket for $1. I’ve always thought of
my great-grandfather as my guardian angel.”
Despite the accolades, Smith said
she values knowledge over awards
and relationships over advertising
budgets. She doesn’t favor winemakers with color glossy spreads
featured in wine magazines; rather,
she champions smaller growers

like the legendary Giacomo Conterno, Antonio Perrino and the
miniscule, organic, 2-hectare (less
than 5 acres) vineyard of Pagliaro
in Umbria.
Biondivino carries nearly 500
labels from all 20 wine-growing
regions of Italy, along with topnotch small producers of French
champagnes. Prices range from
$15 to $600.
Smith said at the moment, she’s
drawn to Ligurian wines, from a
small coastal region in northern
Italy along the Mediterranean.
“Often overlooked (Ligurian
wines are) absolutely delicious
and make perfect food-pairing

Starting Solids:
How and When to Introduce Food to Your Baby
Led by a Senior Occupational Therapist at Stanford Children’s Health, our newest class
will teach you about developmental readiness, ﬁrst feedings, current trends, and food
safety for infants about to start solid foods.
Thursday, February 9: 7:00 pm – 8:30 pm

Annual Seminar for
National Eating Disorders Awareness Week
Kara Fitzpatrick, PhD, will host an evening discussion on common myths around eating
disorders. This seminar is Free! and will be held in our new Adolescent Medicine Clinic
in Sunnyvale. Please RSVP to reserve your space at www.classes.stanfordchildrens.org.
Thursday, March 2: 7:00 pm – 8:30 pm

Infant Massage Workshop
A two-hour introductory workshop on the techniques of infant massage along with
tips to relieve gas and aid digestion. Recommended for infants from one month of age
to crawling.
Friday, April 7: 11:00 am – 1:00 pm

Teen Transitions:
A class for 13–14 year olds and their parents
Join us for an interactive learning program on teen relationships with peers, family and
others with discussions focusing on conﬂict resolution, respect for self and others and
healthy decision-making strategies.
Saturday, April 22: 3:00 pm – 5:00 pm

To register visit:
classes.stanfordchildrens.org
or call (650) 724-4601.
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wines with their fresh salinity and
brightness,” Smith said. “Ligurian red wines, made from rossese
grapes, are light and bright and go
down way too easy. As for Ligerian
whites, made from pigato and vermentino grapes, they range from
lighter to complex wines and again
go with so many different dishes.”
Smith seeks out overlooked
classics and more obscure regions
and varieties. She sings praises
for Monteraponi’s organic Chianti classico located near Radda,
in Tuscany’s south-central Chianti
region. From the volcanic soils of
Sicily’s Mount Etna, she loves what
Salvo Foti and the Calabretta family do with the dark-skinned nerello mascalese grape.
“Their wines are earthy, smoky,
yet beautifully balanced and elegant,” Smith said.
She is a proponent of organic and
biodynamic wines. Organic wines
are made from grapes grown in
vineyards that exclude the use of
synthetic fertilizers, herbicides,
fungicides and pesticides. Biodynamic, an ethos attributed to Austrian thinker Rudolf Steiner in the
1920s, is a holistic, self-sustaining
approach to farming where planting, sowing, harvesting and pruning regimes are determined by
the position of the sun, moon and
planets. Despite the obstacles, it’s a
growing movement worldwide.
“There’s a sensory expression
of wine,” Smith explained. “The
winemaker’s captured voice is inside the bottle. I get goosebumps
on my arm when I sip a wine I love
and get them again when I think
about that wine later.”
There is little personality to
wines made in volume. The Antinori family, for example, are media

darlings with a 600-year wine history. According to Wine Spectator,
Antinori owns more than 5,000
acres of vines and sold more than
1.9 million cases of wine last year,
with estimated revenues of nearly
$200 million. There’s no Antinori
to be found at Biondivino.
Contrast that with the Carfagna
family’s Altura Rosso made on the
tiny island of Giglio. “The Carfagna family has undertaken a heroic
project to rebuild miles of ancient
stone walls and terraces to restore
the ancient Altura vineyard site.
The estate is planted to a dazzling
array of grape varieties, which are
blended with some white grapes,
to make the Altura reds,” according to Biondivino’s informative
website.
Smith is animated when describing the nuances of Tuscan and
Piedmontese wines, brooding to
expansive, muscular to subtle, how
some wines linger on the palate
while others vanish like ghosts.
“There is a story in each bottle,
experience and personality,” Smith
said.
For these winemakers, it isn’t
about empire; it’s about passion.
The same could be said for Ceri
Smith.Q
Freelance writer Dale Bentson
can be emailed at dfbentson@
gmail.com.

Biondivino, Town & Country
Village 855 El Camino Real,
Suite 160, Palo Alto; 650-8007293; biondivino.com
Hours: Monday-Saturday, 10
a.m. to 7 p.m.; Sunday, 11
a.m. to 5 p.m.

ShopTalk
by Daryl Savage

SHOE PALACE OPENS AT
ICONIC APPLE SITE ... Apple’s
old flagship store at 451 University
Ave. will be home to another
iconic locally grown company —
Shoe Palace. The Mersho family’s
mega athletic footwear company
is set to open its newest retail
location there on Friday.
The Morgan Hill-headquartered
company was looking for sales
associates for the 6,800-squarefoot store online earlier this
month, and workers were
unloading merchandise and
stocking the store this week.
Since opening their first store in
San Jose in 1993, the Mershos
have rapidly expanded their
stores to about 100 locations
in a half-dozen Western States.
The new (and first) Palo Alto site
is a bit of a departure from their
other stores, which are mostly
located at indoor malls. And that
may not be the only difference.
While most of the company’s
stores are known for their redand-black arched entryways and
wide selection of athletic shoes,

including Nike, Jordan, Adidas,
Vans and Converse, the Palo Alto
site may have added an additional
head-turning feature: It may pay
homage to Apple and its Palo Alto
founder Steve Jobs. There’s a
large picture of Jobs hanging on
the store’s east wall. Though, it’s
not certain if it will remain longterm as part of the decor. —L.T.
VEGGIE DINNERS SET TO
RESUME ... The weekly gourmet
vegetarian dinners, served and
sponsored by the Peninsula
Macrobiotic Community nearly
every Monday evening since 1987,
were temporarily suspended in
November due to a broken stove.
There is now good news. The
stove was finally repaired this
week, according to the group’s
website.

Got leads on interesting
and news-worthy retail
developments? Daryl Savage
will check them out. Email
shoptalk@paweekly.com.

We help you make
sure insurance
claims, payments,
and questions are
handled quickly.

OPENINGS

Serving the community for over 26 years!

Charlie Porter Farmers® Agency
License # 0773991

671-A Oak Grove Ave, Menlo Park
cporter2@farmersagent.com
Courtesy of TWC-Dimension

Matthew McConaughey, left, and Edgar Ramírez team up to find
gold in the uncharted jungle of Indonesia in “Gold.”

TheatreWorks
S I L I C O N V A L L E Y

A CLASSIC AMERICAN COMEDY

Crimes
of the Heart

By Pulitzer Prize Winner Beth Henley

“Delectable! Superb comedy!”
SF Chronicle

Now thru Feb 5

Mountain View Center for the Performing Arts

theatreworks.org 650.463.1960

Them thar hills
McConaughey goes for the ‘Gold’
001/2 (Century 16 & 20)
“Gold,” a twisty drama inspired
by a true 1990s gold-mining scandal in Indonesia, follows underdog
mining executive Kenny Wells,
who desperately wants respect —
including self-respect that goes
deeper than false bravado. And
for a while, he gets it in spades.
But this is a get-rich-quick story,
another fable of boom that’s inevitably on its way to bust. In 1981
Reno, Nevada, times are good for
the Washoe Mining Corporation,
with Kenny (Matthew McConaughey) looking up to his father
(Craig T. Nelson), who inherited
the company from Kenny’s hardscrabble grandfather and built it
into a thriving business in plush
high-rise offices. Fast forward to
1988, and Kenny’s dad has passed
on, leaving the son the family legacy and a great deal of pressure,
exacerbated by the business having

fallen on tough times on his watch.
Wells musters faith in himself
and his dream vision of a big gold
strike.
He finds just the man he needs
to enable that vision — geologistwith-a-knack Michael Acosta
(Edgar Ramírez) — and hitches
the Washoe Corp. to his star.
Acosta pinpoints a massive vein
just waiting to be mined in the
Indonesian jungle. With Kenny
scraping bottom, funding the expedition will take all the bluster
he can muster. But the expedition comes together, and Washoe
strikes it rich: The gamble has
paid off — and Kenny Wells’
problems have just begun.
Directed by Stephen Gaghan
(“Syriana”), “Gold” cannot help
but be compared to Martin Scorsese’s “The Wolf of Wall Street,”
a film that more successfully

The existential dog
‘A Dog’s Purpose?’ To pander
0 (Century 16 & 20)

SARAH MOSER, THERESE PLAEHN, & LIZZIE O’HARA / PHOTO KEVIN BERNE

Give blood for life!
b l o o d c e n t e r. s t a n f o r d . e d u

You’ve heard that a cat has nine
lives. A dog, apparently, has five.
Or so claims “A Dog’s Purpose,”
a heavily contrived drama based
on a bestselling 2010 novel by
W. Bruce Cameron (“8 Simple
Rules for Dating my Teenage
Daughter”). In the film, a soulful,
gender-confused, repeatedly reincarnated canine goes on a magical
journey of Hollywood formula.
Of course, some will hear that
“A Dog’s Purpose” follows an
anthropomorphic dog, voiced
by Josh Gad (“Frozen”) through
five lives, and race to their local
theaters. Others will run screaming for the hills. Some will hear

lines like “She always brought
me something to eat. I almost forgot what it was like to be hungry.
Well, almost!” and be unable to
suppress an “Awwwww.” Others
will retch. If you belong to the
former camp, I don’t judge, really.
I get the impulse for dog lovers to
watch a movie that’s the equivalent of paging through a 16-month
puppy calendar. I really do.
Of course, the scandal over a
German Shepherd’s mistreatment
on the set has put a damper on the
fun, but there’s a much better reason to boycott “A Dog’s Purpose.”
It’s terrible. Directed by Lasse
Hallstrom (“Hachi: A Dog’s

sought Oscar “gold” by looking
at the precipitous rise and fall of
a businessman and related stock
values. It’s not an especially favorable comparison: “Gold” feels
less incisive and certainly less
energetic than Scorsese’s film,
for despite Gaghan’s track record
as screenwriter (he won the Oscar for scripting Stephen Soderbergh’s “Traffic”), he’s working
from a “meh” screenplay credited
to Patrick Massett and John Zinman (“Lara Croft: Tomb Raider”).
“Gold”’s best asset, coincidentally or not, also hails from “The
Wolf of Wall Street”: McConaughey. The star goes paunchy
and balding to physicalize Wells’
need, and his one-man show gives
the picture its energy (along with
a slew of period source music, a
Scorsesean touch). Ramírez offers strong support as the warier
Acosta, who’s both concerned by
and impressed with Wells’ whirling-dervish approach to business. “Gold” also features fine
turns from Bryce Dallas Howard
as Kenny’s haplessly loyal wife,
Corey Stoll as a ruthless investor, and Toby Kebbell as an FBI
investigator.
“Gold” works best as a character study of Wells, a man who’s
neither good (he’s a prideful figure with a moral blind spot) nor
bad (he’s gracious in victory,
giving a promotion where he
could justifiably fire someone).
In themes of “selling a story” to
investors and the blinding power
of money, “Gold” has little new
to offer, but in its particulars —
the character of Acosta (based on
real-life figure Michael de Guzman), for instance, and the sad
hustle of McConaughey’s Wells
— finds deposits rich enough to
make the trip worthwhile.
Rated R for language throughout and some sexuality/nudity.
Two hours, 1 minute.
— Peter Canavese
Tale”), this squishy schmaltz fest
begins with the main dog character, Gad, musing, “What is the
meaning of life? Are we here for
a reason? Is there a point to any
of this?” Questions two and three
will occur to at least a few viewers on the way to an answer to the
titular mystery. And listen, you
will NEVER guess what a dog’s
purpose is.
Before you call me Ebenezer
Scrooge, understand that there’s
only so much cliché, caricature
and cutesiness an adult human
can take, even as it’s punched up
with only-in-the-movies stupid
pet tricks. The stunt that resulted
in the scandal comes in a herodog sequence that finds a police
dog jumping off a Chicago bridge
to save one person and then somehow jumping back onto the bridge
(continued on next page)
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n Trophy Winner

JIM PLUNKETT
When: Thursday, Feb. 9, 4 - 6:30pm
(VIP Registration starts at 3:45pm)

Where: The Woman’s Club of Palo Alto
(475 Homer St., Street parking available)

Why:

To benefit Avenidas programs
for older adults

Come enjoy free hot dogs and beer as you listen
to Gary Cavalli interview Jim about playing football
at Stanford, the NFL, and more! VIP Meet & Greet
with Jim also available.

Register online at www.avenidas.org
or call (650)289-5445.
General admission $50/VIP tickets $100.

‘A Dog’s Purpose’
(continued from previous page)

to save another person. Even Lassie on her best day couldn’t have
managed that. In another scene,
the dog coerces a confession from
a criminal who easily could have
walked away scot-free. It’s that
kind of movie.
Hallstrom is no help. Sure, there
are lots of dog’s-eye-view shots
early on, to establish the film’s

20th Century Women (R) ++++
Palo Alto Square: Fri. - Sun.

Monster Trucks (PG)
Century 20: Fri. - Sun.

A Dog’s Purpose (Not Rated) +
Century 16: Fri. - Sun. Century 20: Fri. - Sun.

Moonlight (R)
Aquarius Theatre: Fri. - Sun.

Arrival - Bonus Content (PG-13) ++++
Century 16: Fri. - Sun. Century 20: Fri. - Sun.

Passengers (PG-13) ++
Century 16: Fri. - Sun. Century 20: Fri. - Sun.

Fences (PG-13) ++++

Home Instead Senior Care
Loveless Team
Coldwell Banker Palo Alto

Aquarius Theatre: Fri. - Sun.

Aquarius Theatre: Fri. - Sun.

The Founder (PG-13) +++1/2
Gold (R) ++1/2
Century 16: Fri. - Sun.
Hacksaw Ridge (R)

Century 20: Fri. - Sun.

Rogue One: A Star Wars Story (PG-13) +++1/2
Century 16: Fri. - Sun. Century 20: Fri. - Sun.

MacArthur Park proudly
plans its third
American BBQ Road Trip

Century 20: Fri. - Sun.

The Lady Vanishes (1938) (Not Rated)
Stanford Theatre: 5:45 & 9:25 p.m., Fri. - Sun.
Lion (PG-13)

Century 20: Fri. - Sun.

The Resurrection of Gavin Stone (PG)
Century 20: Fri. - Sun.

Century 20: Fri. - Sun.

Century 20: Fri. - Sun.

La La Land (PG-13)
Century 16: Fri. - Sun.

Patriot’s Day (R) ++

Century 20: Fri. - Sun.

Resident Evil: The Final Chapter (R)
Century 16: Fri. - Sun. Century 20: Fri. - Sun.

Hidden Figures (PG) ++1/2
Century 16: Fri. - Sun. Century 20: Fri. - Sun.

An American BBQ Experience…
Ribs and a whole lot more!

and, after all, the dogs are the real
stars (although Dennis Quaid,
Peggy Lipton, John Ortiz and others pass through). But I’m here to
tell you it’s okay to love dogs and
hate “A Dog’s Purpose,” a whitebread movie if ever there were
one. And your kids, who admittedly will love it, deserve better,
too.
Rated PG for thematic elements and some peril. One hour,
40 minutes.
— Peter Canavese

MOVIES NOW SHOWING

The Eagle Huntress (G) ++

Co-sponsored by:

point of view. But can someone
explain to me the sinus P.O.V.
shot, in which we look out from
inside a dog’s nostrils? Or the
“isn’t-that-cute” logic by which
a dog can call vets “white coat
people” (LOL!) because the dog
knows the words “white,” “coat”
and “people” but not “vet”? This,
my friends, is why you hire five
screenwriters ... comedy gold.
Because of the anthology format, no one actor had to labor
very long on “A Dog’s Purpose,”

Sing (PG) ++1/2
Century 16: Fri. - Sun.

Century 20: Fri. - Sun.

Split (PG-13)
Century 16: Fri. - Sun.

Century 20: Fri. - Sun.

Un Padre No Tan Padre (PG-13)
Century 16: Fri. - Sun. Century 20: Fri. - Sun.

Palo Alto Square: Fri. - Sun.

Manchester by the Sea (R) +++1/2
Century 20: Fri. - Sun. Guild Theatre: Fri. - Sun.

The Wicked Lady (1945) (Not Rated)
Stanford Theatre: 7:30 p.m., Fri.- Sun., 3:50 p.m., Sat. & Sun.

Moana (G) +++1/2
Century 16: Fri. - Sun.

Century 20: Fri. - Sun.

xXx:The Return of Xander Cage (PG-13)
Century 16: Fri. - Sun. Century 20: Fri. - Sun.

Moana Sing-along (G)
Century 16: Fri. - Sun.

Century 20: Fri. - Sun.

Yu-Gi-Oh! The Dark Side Of Dimensions (PG)
Century 20: Saturday

+ Skip it ++ Some redeeming qualities +++ A good bet ++++ Outstanding

Aquarius: 430 Emerson St., Palo Alto
(For recorded listings: 327-3241)
tinyurl.com Aquariuspa
Century Cinema 16: 1500 N. Shoreline Blvd.,
Mountain View tinyurl.com/Century16
Century 20 Downtown: 825 Middlefield Road,
Redwood City tinyurl.com/Century20

CineArts at Palo Alto Square: 3000 El Camino
Real, Palo Alto (For information: 493-0128)
tinyurl.com/Pasquare
Guild: 949 El Camino Real, Menlo Park (For recorded
listings: 266-9260) tinyurl.com/Guildmp
Stanford Theatre: 221 University Ave., Palo Alto
(For recorded listings: 324-3700) Stanfordtheatre.org

Find trailers, star ratings and reviews on the web at PaloAltoOnline.com/movies

THE CREATIVE WRITING PROGRAM AT STANFORD UNIVERSITY
presents

The Stein Visiting Writer

Stuart Dybek

Join us in February
• Celebrate Mardi Gras all month in the Big
Easy, with Oysters, Cornmeal Crusted Whole
4PZZPZZPWWP*H[ÄZO.\TIVHUK)V\YIVU
Baby Back Ribs. Our bartenders will mix
Hurricanes and Sazeracs.
• Come Celebrate a special Valentine’s Day
with us – book today.
• Our ever popular happy hour features
discounts on favorite bar bites and drink
specials: 4:30 – 7 p.m. M – F.

Call or Visit Us
Online Today!
®

27 U
University
i
it Ave.,
A
Downtown Palo Alto

650.321.9990 • www.macpark.com
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Reading

T H U R S DAY , F E B R U A RY 16, 2017 8:00 PM
B E C H TE L C O N F E R E N C E C E N TE R ,
E N C I N A H A L L , 616 S E R R A S T R E E T
“Not only our most relevant writer, but maybe our best.”
—Darin Strauss, The New York Times Book Review
Photo by Jon Randolph

FREE AND OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

INFORMATION: 650.723.0011

HTTP://CREATIVEWRITING.STANFORD.EDU

Sponsored by Stanford University Creative Writing Program

Book
Talk

A LOOK BEHIND THE ‘VELVET
COUP’... In her new book,
“America Abandoned — The
Secret Velvet Coup That Cost
Us Our Democracy,” local author
and political activist Jill Cody
examines why the United States
is becoming politically, morally
and financially bankrupt. Cody,
who formerly worked for the
City of Mountain View, spent
three years examining how
corporations, the rich, the media,
Congress and the Supreme
Court have withdrawn their
support from American citizens
and, in response, why voters
elected one of the “disgustingly
rich” to save them. In her book,
she explains how the “Velvet
Coup” was accomplished
from the inside with the goal
of achieving a corporate and
billionaire takeover of the
United States government. By
using code words like “reform,”
“efficiency” and “modernization,”
those behind the coup will
destroy government and privatize
public programs and resources,
she says. “It will take peakcitizenship to recapture what we
have lost and what we are about
to lose,” she writes. Cody also

(continued on next page)

A monthly section on local books and authors

John Evans on writing, grief, hope
Local author discusses new memoir about life after wife’s fatal bear attack
by Anna Medina

J

ohn Evans sits at a table at
Printer’s Cafe on California Avenue in Palo Alto. He
kind of dwarfs the table. He’s all
smiles, and just by looking at him
and chatting, it’d be impossible to
guess that he’s the author of not
one but two memoirs that examine the depths and effects of the
grief and tragedy he experienced
after losing his wife in a fatal
bear attack.
“I would get these reactions
where people would say, ‘You
seem like a lovely, friendly person
— you don’t seem at all like someone who would’ve gone through
this horrible tragedy!’ and I feel
like that’s (Evans paused) the
point,” Evans said about people’s
initial surprise upon meeting him
after he wrote his first memoir,
“Young Widower.”
Earlier this month, Evans
released his second memoir,
“Should I Still Wish: A Memoir,”
which picks up where “Young
Widower” left off — just after
the one-year anniversary of his
wife, Katie’s, tragic death in the
Carpathian Mountains of Romania where the two were hiking
together in 2007. Katie, 30, was
killed by a bear as Evans, 29, helplessly watched.
“I watched the attack, trying to
close the distance: 15, maybe 20
yards. Every
time I thought
to approach
and
intervene, I could
not move my
body forward.
I panicked,
but I also had
a sense to fear
for my own
life,” he wrote
in his first
book describing that day.
His
new
memoir chronicles Evans’s
efforts to leave
an intense year
of grief behind
and to make peace with the natural world again.
Evans, a Jones Lecturer of creative writing at Stanford University and former Wallace Stegner
Fellow, reflected on how writing played a significant role in
his grieving process. Evans said
that when he looks back, he often
wonders why he was able to be so
eloquent and thoughtful in writing
during his time in Indiana, just

Veronica Weber

A HISTORY OF THE U.N....
The UNA Midpeninsula chapter,
UNA Silicon Valley and Palo
Alto libraries are co-hosting
the launch of a new book
highlighting the UN’s 70-year
history at 7:15 p.m., Monday,
Jan. 30, in the Embarcadero
Room at Rinconada Library,
1213 Newell Road, Palo Alto.
“UN Association USA: A Little
Known History, “ is the first
full documentation of the
organization from its start. It
documents the UNA-USA’s
(United Nations AssociationUSA) advocacy for the United
Nations, the actions of members
and chapters and its role in
human rights and education
programs. The book also
details the work of UNA-USA
luminaries, such as Clark
Eichelberger, Eleanor Roosevelt,
Elliot Richardson, Ed Luck, Toby
Gati, John Whitehead and Bill
Luers, using original archive
material and interviews. Author
James Wurst and contributors
Dulcie Leimbach and Ed
Elmendorf will be on hand to
discuss the book. The UN has
ties with Palo Alto that extend
more than 40 years. The UNA
Midpeninsula chapter opened
in the 1950s and gained much
visibility when resident Betty
Frye opened the UN Gift Shop
at 552 Emerson St. in downtown
Palo Alto to promote the work
the UN was doing to benefit
children and adults around the
world. Since its opening, the
store has continued to sell fair
trade handicrafts from around
the world that benefit UN
programs (notably UNICEF).

Stanford lecturer and author John Evans recently released his new memoir, “Should I Still Wish: A
Memoir,” chronicling his life after he lost his wife in a bear attack while hiking in Romania.
after Katie’s death. It was during
that time that he produced the
work he submitted for the Stegner Fellowship that brought him
out to Stanford in 2008 and which
also went into his first collection
of poems, “The Consolations.”
It wasn’t until later that
someone
pointed out an
explanation for
his impulse to
write: He had
spent so much
time training himself
to write, that
when a subject presented
itself, he was
able to write
about it.
I ron ica l ly
for a poet and
memoir writer,
it takes Evans less than
3 minutes to summarize his entire life: born in Overland Park,
Kansas; moved to Westchester
County, New York, at age 14; went
to Northwestern University, studied history and received a teaching certificate; joined the Peace
Corps; taught middle school in
Chicago for a few years; went to
graduate school in Miami; his
then — wife received a fellowship
to go to Romania; the internship

turned into a job; they lived in
Romania for a year; taught high
school there; he and his wife went
hiking on the day she passed;
spent a year in Indiana; applied
for a fellowship; came out to Stanford in 2008; has been out here
ever since; the 2-year fellowship
turned into a job.
There’s a pause once he finishes
giving his comprehensive summary of his entire life.
“I realize I just gave you a resume. No personal details. Sorry,”
he laughs.
Indeed, the bare-bones facts
of Evans’ life stand in stark (and
laughable) contrast to his own detailed and rich exploration of his
life and the threads of grief, loss,
guilt, hope and happiness within
it.
After writing “Young Widower,” Evans said that he thought
he had said everything he had to
say about grief and guilt (“and
in some ways I really thought I
had,” he emphasized). He thought
he’d take up something new, write
about a new subject. Maybe wrestling. Maybe a heart condition he
has.
“This is probably an unusual
thing, but I thought, ‘If I die suddenly, I don’t want my (sons) to
think all I ever wrote about was
the great tragedy of my life, that
it didn’t interest me as much to
write about the happiness that followed, to write about the life that

followed,” he said.
Evans explained that, while the
two books were driven by an attempt to answer the same overarching question “How did I become this person?,” he sees them
as telling separate stories.
“I think they’re really about
different lives; the one is really
about what it was like to become
and live as a young widower, and
I think this one was about what
it was like to be that person who
is hopeful and is falling in love
again and who is living with
and as that person,” said Evans,
who has remarried and has three
sons.
Evans explained that the title of
the memoir “Should I Still Wish”
came from the section he wrote to
Katie, which was motivated by a
question that Evans described as
“not the most flattering question
to me: ‘Shouldn’t I still wish that
you hadn’t died?’”
“I think the corollary to the title is so much nicer,” Evans said.
“What would it mean to wish or
want anything? And, I don’t ask
that as a sensational, attentiongrabbing question — It’s just,
as I say in the book, it’s just a
question I keep thinking about;
it keeps coming back to me,” he
said.
Other deep, thought-provoking
questions that Evans explores in
(continued on next page)
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PALO ALTO CITY COUNCIL
CIVIC CENTER, 250 HAMILTON AVENUE
BROADCAST LIVE ON KZSU, FM 90.1
CABLECAST LIVE ON GOVERNMENT
ACCESS CHANNEL 26
*****************************************
THIS IS A SUMMARY OF COUNCIL AGENDA ITEMS. THE AGENDA
WITH COMPLETE TITLES INCLUDING LEGAL DOCUMENTATION CAN
BE VIEWED AT THE BELOW WEBPAGE:

http://www.cityofpaloalto.org/gov/agendas/default.asp

AGENDA–COUNCIL RETREAT–PALO ALTO ARTS CENTER
January 28, 2017, 9:00 AM
1. Fiscal Year 2016 National Citizen Survey and Performance Report
2. 2016 Council Workplan Performance Report
3. Council Annual Priority Setting
AGENDA–SPECIAL MEETING–COUNCIL CHAMBERS
January 30, 2017, 5:00 PM
Closed Session
1. CONFERENCE WITH CITY ATTORNEY-EXISTING LITIGATION
Special Orders of the Day
2. Selection of Applicants to Interview on February 1, 2017 for the
Historic Resources Board, the Parks and Recreation Commission,
and the Planning and Transportation Commission
Consent Calendar
3. Approval of the Acceptance and Expenditure of Citizens Options
for Public Safety (COPS) Funds on Various Law Enforcement
Equipment and Approval of a Budget Amendment in the Law
Enforcement Services Fund
4. Adoption of a Resolution of the Council of the City of Palo Alto
in Collaboration With the Cities of Redwood City, Menlo Park,
HUK4V\U[HPU=PL^+PYLJ[PUN:[HɈ[V7HY[PJPWH[LPU:\IYLNPVUHS
Planning on Bike Routes
Action Items
5. Comprehensive Plan Update: City Council Review & Direction
Regarding the Draft Land Use & Community Design Element and
the Revised Draft Transportation Element
AGENDA–SPECIAL MEETING–COMMUNITY MEETING ROOM
February 1, 2017, 6:00 PM
Special Orders of the Day
1. Interviews of Candidates for the Historic Resources Board,
the Parks and Recreation Commission, and the Planning and
Transportation Commission

John Evans

Book Talk

(continued from previous page)

(continued from previous page)

the book include “What is meaning in the context of completely
different and disrupting experiences?” and “What does it mean
to be hopeful when you ... know
what can happen?” ... “Not a question I think I’ve settled,” Evans
remarked.
His advice to all of those aspiring writers out there (and to the
students he teaches at Stanford) is
to continue writing because, “At
some point in your life, you’re
going to have something that you
want to make sense out of and
write about.” Q
Editorial Assistant Anna
Medina can be e-mailed at
amedina@paweekly.com.

identifies organizations fighting on
democracy’s front lines. “America
Abandoned” is Cody’s first book.
Her life-long passion for knowledge
and desire to inspire change in
politics, the environment, higher
education and organizational
development led her to pursue a
31-year career in public service.
She has assisted in coordinating
national and international strategic
planning meetings on Information
Literacy in Washington, D.C.,
Prague and Egypt. She currently
is a columnist for OpEdNews.
“America Abandoned — The Secret
Velvet Coup That Cost Us Our
Democracy.” is available at: amzn.
com/0997796200.

READ MORE
ONLINE
Ottessa Moshfegh on
how Stegner Fellowship
shaped her career
With her first novel, “Eileen,” Stanford
University’s 2013-15 Wallace Stegner
Fellow, Ottessa Moshfegh, hit the
literary jackpot. Now, her highly
anticipated short-story collection,
“Homesick for Another World,” has
been released by Penguin Press this
month with much critical acclaim,
putting the spotlight on her as an
accomplished writer of short stories.
Find out out how her Stegner
Fellowhip at Stanfrod Unviersity
helped shape her writing career. Go
to PaloAltoOnline.com.

HOW TO CHANGE ATTITUDES...
Melissa Michelson, professor of
political science at Menlo College,
is celebrating the release of a new
book that she co-wrote with Brian
F. Harrison, “Listen, We Need to
Talk: How to Change Attitudes
about LGBT Rights” at 7 p.m.,
Tuesday, Feb. 7, at Menlo College,
1000 El Camino Real, Atherton.
The book tackles hot-button
issues, including LGBT rights and
same-sex marriage, and draws
from a wide range of previously
unpublished data to examine a new
theory on how people can influence
others to change their attitudes on
controversial topics.

IN SEARCH OF A ‘PERFECT
LITTLE WORLD’... Kevin Wilson,
author of the New York Times
bestseller “The Family Fang,” will
celebrate the release of his newest
novel, “Perfect Little World” at
7:30 p.m., Monday, Jan. 30, at
Kepler’s Books, 1010 El Camino
Real in Menlo Park. The book tells
the story of a quixotic psychologist
as he falls down the rabbit hole
of attempting to create a Utopian
family. The American Booksellers
Association has named the novel
as one of the 20 Indie Next Great
Reads for February 2017. To RSVP,
go to brownpapertickets.com. The
event is free.
THE ‘80S MAKE A COMEBACK ...
Technology and culture writer
Kevin Smokler will take audience
members back to Hill Valley,
the town of Shermer, Astoria’s
Goondocks and Lake Lure,
North Carolina, in an evening
retrospective on the most popular
1980s Brat Pack films at Kepler’s
Books on Feb. 1. Smokler has
scoured the country interviewing
actors, writers and directors from
one of the most iconic eras in
film. He went to Goonies Day in
Astoria, Oregon, and took a Lost
Boys tour of Santa Cruz while
researching his latest book, “Brat
Pack America: A Love Letter
to ‘80s Teen Movies.” The free
event will begin at 7:30 p.m., at
Kepler’s, 1010 El Camino Real,
Menlo Park. To RSVP, go to
brownpapertickets.com.

CITY OF PALO ALTO NOTICE
OF PUBLIC HEARING
NOTICE TO DESTROY WEEDS
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that on January 9, 2017,
pursuant to the provisions of Section 8.08.020 of the Palo
Alto Municipal Code, the City Council passed a Resolution
declaring that all weeds growing upon any private property
VY PU HU` W\ISPJ Z[YLL[ VY HSSL` HZ KLÄULK PU :LJ[PVU
8.08.010 of the Palo Alto Municipal Code, constitute a
public nuisance, which nuisance must be abated by the
destruction or removal thereof.
NOTICE IS FURTHER GIVEN that property owners shall
without delay remove all such weeds from their property,
and the abutting half of the street in front and alleys, if any,
behind such property, and between the lot lines thereof as
extended, or such weeds will be destroyed or removed
and such nuisance abated by the county authorities, in
which case the cost of such destruction or removal will
be assessed upon the lots and lands from which, or from
the front or rear of which, such weeds shall have been
destroyed or removed; and such cost will constitute a lien
upon such lots or lands until paid, and will be collected
upon the next tax roll upon which general municipal taxes
are collected. All property owners having any objections to
the proposed destruction or removal of such weeds are
OLYLI`UV[PÄLK[VH[[LUKHTLL[PUNVM[OL*V\UJPSVMZHPK
city, to be held in the Council Chambers of the City Hall
in said city on February 6, 2017, at 6:00 p.m., or as soon
thereafter as the matter can be heard, when and where
their objections will be heard and given due consideration.
Eric Nickel
Fire Chief
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Home&Real Estate

OPEN HOME GUIDE 38
Also online at PaloAltoOnline.com

A weekly guide to home, garden and real estate news, edited by Elizabeth Lorenz

Home Front

KNOW YOUR CITRUS ... Join
Summerwinds Nursery in Palo Alto
for a free “Citrus Know-How” class
on Saturday, Feb. 25 from 11 a.m.
to noon at 725 San Antonio Road.
In this informative Learn ‘n Grow
seminar, learn how to plant and
care for citrus. Seating is limited.
Go to summerwindsnursery.com
to register.
FROM THE BETTER HOMES FILES
... It’s winter, and if you’re itching
to do some home-maintenance
projects on a rainy or overcast day,
here are some indoor projects.
According to Better Homes and
Gardens Magazine, these are
things you can do every winter:
vacuum bathroom exhaust fan
grill and refrigerator and freezer
coils; empty and clean drip trays;
and clean drains in sinks, tubs,
showers, and dishwashers. Happy
cleaning!
Send notices of news and events related
to real estate, interior design, home
improvement and gardening to Home
Front, Palo Alto Weekly, P.O. Box 1610,
Palo Alto, CA 94302, or email elorenz@
paweekly.com. Deadline is one week
before publication.

Workers from The Reuse People take shingles off of a Chimalus Drive home’s roof, using
only hand tools.The cost of a deconstruction can often run 50 to 100 percent more than a
demolition and takes about two weeks.

New survey requires
homeowners to look
for salvage before
demolition
by Elizabeth Lorenz

P

alo Alto residents anxious to start
building their new homes where an
old home is now may not be aware that
they need to complete a detailed Deconstruction Survey of the old home before it can be
torn down.
The newly required survey, which went into
effect on Jan. 1, is part of the city’s demolition permit process and piggybacks on green
building standards and on the California
Building Code. The rule, which applies to all
single-family homes requesting a demolition
permit, requires a contractor working with an
appraiser to conduct a detailed survey of the
old home with a list of materials that are reusable as well as the values of the materials.
“The intent is to reduce the barrier to deconstruct,” said Melanie Jacobson of Integrated Design 360, who is the city’s Green
Building Program coordinator. “The actual
deconstruction and reuse of the materials is
voluntary to the homeowner.”
The survey is free, but the goal is to motivate
homeowners to go further, either by tax incentives or by the desire to help the environment.
To reduce the amount of building materials
sent to the landfill, the city of Palo Alto already
requires that 75 percent of all materials from a
residential demolition be diverted. In neighboring Menlo Park, that percentage is 60.
The new deconstruction survey must be
scheduled by the homeowners or their contractor, and can be conducted by a city-approved Oakland-based nonprofit called The
Reuse People. The Reuse People has facilities
throughout the United States. Its warehouse in
Oakland is a public store where do-it-yourselfers can shop and buy building materials, such

as single-pane windows and bricks.
Homeowners also are free to have their own
contractors conduct the survey, as long as they
produce the same documentation. Usually this
is a five- to 10-page list of reusable materials
in the old home and their IRS-approved value.
If the homeowner chooses to then have their
home deconstructed, they will get a tax receipt
for the amount of reusable material.
The required deconstruction survey can
also be done by a contractor of homeowners’
choosing working closely with an IRS-certified appraiser.
Homeowners must foot the bill for the actual
deconstruction if they choose to do so. Right
now, about one third to one half of all demolitions in Palo Alto involve deconstructions, according to Associate Planner Scott McKay, who
is also the city’s debris diversion coordinator.
“The idea is that they’ve crunched the numbers,” McKay said, before they decide whether
to deconstruct their home or not.
The “pre-salvage” survey is “pretty detailed,”
McKay said, with line items delineating light
fixtures, doors, windows, flooring, bricks set
in sand, pavers, and anything else the surveyer
can see. What’s inside the walls is not included
in the survey, but homeowners can choose to
save materials there as well.
The cost of a deconstruction can often run
50 to 100 percent more than a demolition and
takes about two weeks. But McKay said homeowners who choose to deconstruct can then
get their demolition permit up to two to three
weeks faster than a regular demolition permit.
The process involves no power tools or bulldozers, but instead mostly hand tools that allow workers to preserve materials in a way that

Courtesy of The Reuse People

POOL CLEANING? ... If you
are thinking about draining and
cleaning your pool, stop and read
this before you do. The City of Palo
Alto advises that you ask your pool
maintenance service to use noncopper-based algaecides. Never
clean your pool filter in the street,
gutter or storm drain. Dispose of
spent filter materials in the trash.
If draining your pool is necessary,
do not drain to the street, gutter or
storm drain. Discharge the water
to a sanitary sewer cleanout. The
sewer line cleanout is usually
located in the front landscaped
area or near the sidewalk, and
marked with an “S”. The cleanout
will have a small circular cap. To
help locate your sewer cleanout,
call the Palo Alto Water Quality
Control Plant at 650-329-2122. If
you live in Menlo Park or Atherton,
contact the West Bay Sanitary
District at 650-321-0384. In these
areas, pool draining is prohibited
without a permit.

Courtesy of The Reuse People

HOW TO PRUNE ROSES ... The UC
Master Gardeners of Santa Clara
County are offering a workshop on
how to prune old-fashioned roses
on Saturday, Feb. 4 from 10-11:30
a.m. The class will be held at the
Palo Alto Demonstration Garden,
851 Center Drive, Palo Alto. Learn
a straightforward method for
keeping your old-fashioned roses
healthy and in trim. If you would
like to practice under the guidance
of UC Master Gardener Kathleen
Heckler, bring your hand pruners,
gloves, and wear long sleeves for
protection from thorns. Heavy rain
cancels the workshop.

The process involves no power tools or
bulldozers, but instead mostly hand tools
that allow workers like this one working on
the flooring inside a home on Webster Street
in Palo Alto, to preserve materials in a way
that allows them to be used again.
allows them to be used again. The Reuse People
nickname the process “the velvet crowbar.”
While the home is being deconstructed,
which takes about two weeks, the contractor
can be making revisions to the plans, and often
the building permit is ready by the time the
land is cleared for new construction. Regular
demolition permits, without deconstruction,
are issued concurrently with building permits
and can take between two and three months.
The city doesn’t keep track of voluntary
deconstructions, which are part of extensive
remodels or those that are done despite getting regular demolition permits. Homeowners
who secure any building permits (for projects
valued at more than $25,000), are required
to file documentation of where materials are
going — also known as debris diversion —
before they get their final permit so it’s possible for the city to collect statistics on future
deconstructions going forward. Q
Elizabeth Lorenz is the Home and
Real Estate Editor at the Palo Alto
Weekly. She can be emailed at elorenz@
embarcaderopublishing.com.

READ MORE ONLINE

PaloAltoOnline.com

There are more real estate features online. Go to
PaloAltoOnline.com/real_estate.
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A Luxury Collection By Intero Real Estate Services

5 Betty Lane, Atherton

291 Atherton Avenue, Atherton

200 Alamos Road, Portola Valley

$26,800,000

$22,880,000

$14,688,000

Listing Provided by: Greg Goumas Lic.#01878208

Listing Provided by: Greg Goumas, Lic.#01878208

Listing Provided by: Nancy Gehrels, Lic.#01952964

26880 Elena Road, Los Altos Hills

10440 Albertsworth Lane, Los Altos Hills

27466 Sunrise Farm Rd, Los Altos Hills

$10,988,888

$11,488,000

$9,500,000

Listing Provided by: Dan Kroner, Lic.#01790340

Listing Provided by: Greg Goumas & John Reece, Lic.#01878208 & 00838479

Listing Provided by: Greg Goumas, Lic.#01878208

618 Beach Drive, Aptos

24316 Monterra Woods Rd., Monterey

7965 Pool Station Road, Angel’s Camp

$6,200,000

$3,850,000

$2,250,000

Listing Provided by: Mark DeTar, Lic.#01156251

Listing Provided by: Sharon Smith, Lic.# 01780563

Listing Provided by: Mia Park & Heather Victoria, Lic.#01390597 & #01401841

See our entire luxury collection at
www.InteroPrestigio.com
©2017 Intero Real Estate Services Inc., a Berkshire Hathaway affiliate and a wholly owned subsidiary of HomeServices of America, Inc. All rights reserved.
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16350 Reynolds Drive | $3,149,950 | Listing Provided by: Dan Gluhaich, Lic.#00963076

www.16350ReynoldsDr.com
Customized to the unique style of each luxury property, Prestigio will expose your home through the most
influential mediums reaching the greatest number of qualified buyers wherever they may be in the world.
For more information about listing your home with the Intero Prestigio International program,
call your local Intero Real Estate Services office.
Woodside
1590 Cañada Lane
Woodside, CA 94062
650.206.6200

Menlo Park
807 Santa Cruz Avenue
Menlo Park, CA 94025
650.543.7740

Los Altos
496 First Street, Ste. 200
Los Altos, CA 94022
650.947.4700

www.InteroRealEstate.com
www.InteroOpenHomes.com
2016 Intero Real Estate Services Inc., a Berkshire Hathaway affiliate and a wholly owned subsidiary of HomeServices of America, Inc. All rights reserved.
• Palo
All information deemed reliable but not guaranteed. This is not intended as a solicitation if you arewww.PaloAltoOnline.com
listed with another broker.
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OPEN SATURDAY & SUNDAY, JANUARY 28 & 29, 1:30 p.m. – 4:30 p.m.

510 PALMER LANE, MENLO PARK
• Just-completed new construction
• 4 bedrooms, ofﬁce/playroom, and
4.5 baths
• Approx. 4,038 sq. ft. of living space
• Solar-powered electricity
• European white oak hardwood
ﬂooring throughout
• 10-foot ceilings and open spaces
create a bright and light ambiance

• Attached 2-car garage wired for
car charger (approx. 451 sq. ft.)
• Spacious, landscaped rear yard with
entertainment patio
• Over one-quarter acre
(approx. 11,550 sq. ft.)
• Unincorporated Fair Oaks
neighborhood just 3.5 miles to
Facebook headquarters

• Main-level bedroom suite plus
3 upstairs suites, including master

www.510Palmer.com
Offered at $4,095,000

TIM KERNS

JENNIFER GONZALEZ LA’O

650.430.4052
tim@timkerns.com

650.218.6491
jen@myrealtorjen.com

CalBRE #01800770

CalBRE #01418866
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OPEN HOUSE
Saturday, January 28, 2:00 – 4:00pm | Sunday, January 29, 1:30 – 4:00pm
668 Partridge Avenue, Menlo Park
Located within blocks of downtown Menlo
Park, Palo Alto, and Stanford, this home
was masterfully designed and built in 2006.
• Three bedrooms and two and one-half bathrooms with
soaring ceilings
• Kitchen with granite countertops and top-of-the-line
appliances
• Family room with vaulted ceiling, extensive cabinetry,
and access to deck and terrace
• Quarter-sawn white oak hardwood ﬂoors throughout
ﬁrst ﬂoor, quality construction, and poplar interior trim
• Beautiful private yard with stone patio; two-car garage
• Prime Menlo Park location in Allied Arts, convenient to
shopping and transportation
• Excellent Menlo Park schools

Offered at $2,695,000
www.668Partridge.com

672 Partridge Avenue, Menlo Park
Premium location within blocks of
downtown Menlo Park, Palo Alto, and
Stanford.
• Two bedrooms and one remodeled bathroom
• Manicured grounds, front and back
• Living room with vaulted ceiling
• Eat-in kitchen with vaulted ceiling, and glass-front
cabinets
• Partial basement with laundry and storage
• Backyard perfect for entertaining and relaxing
• Prime Menlo Park location in Allied Arts, convenient to
shopping and transportation
• Excellent Menlo Park schools

Offered at $1,349,000
www.672Partridge.com
JUDY CITRON • 650.543.1206

A FRESH APPROACH

Judy@JudyCitron.com • JudyCitron.com
License# 01825569

#74 Agent Nationwide, per The Wall Street Journal

#1 Market Share Menlo Park 2016

Information deemed reliable, but not guaranteed.
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560 CHAUCER STREET, PALO A LTO

OPEN SATURDAY & SUNDAY 1:00-4:00

Classic Crescent Park Jewel on Large Lot!

T

his beautiful 3 or 4 Bedroom/3.5 Bath home presents English charm, magnetic
curb appeal, and custom interior appointments. The home’s living, dining and
family rooms are arranged around an attractive ﬂagstone patio rimmed by
mature greenery, effectively unifying indoor and outdoor entertainment spaces.
The grand living room is a warm and inviting setting for quiet enjoyment or large
gatherings. Features include high ceilings, random plank hardwood ﬂoors, and a wall
of windows overlooking the garden. Custom cabinetry and shelving and a charming
window seat ﬂank a dramatic ﬁreplace with rich wood paneled surround.
The focal point of the family room with ﬁreplace is a large bay window framing views
of the peaceful rear garden. Currently used as a family room/ofﬁce with adjoining full
bath. Could be 4th bedroom.
The second ﬂoor includes 3 bedrooms and 2 remodeled baths with handsome
ﬁnishes and, there’s more!
A 3rd ﬂoor versatile use attic with 2 dormer windows, an attached 2-car garage and
generous attic storage are additional features.
Living Area: 2,821 sq. ft. (Per county records, unveriﬁed)
Lot Size: 9,222 sq. ft. (Per county records, unveriﬁed)

Offered at $4,500,000

www.560Chaucer.com

Carol Carnevale

Nicole Aron

BRE#00946687

RE#00952657

559 Palo Alto sales and counting…
Included among the top Real Estate Teams in the Nation
by the Wall Street Journal

T :: 650.543.1195
E :: carolandnicole@apr.com

State-of-the-art real estate,
State-of-the-heart relationships!

www.CarolAndNicole.com
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Stay Connected!

12 Tynan Way, Portola Valley
Offered at $1,988,000
Rustic yet Convenient Setting
Enjoying leafy surroundings, this handsomely updated 4 bedroom, 3
bathroom home of nearly 2,400 sq. ft. (per plans) stands on a property
of 12,200 sq. ft. (per county) and forms the perfect entry-point into
distinguished Portola Valley. Splendidly remodeled spaces include
the gourmet kitchen and the dazzling master bathroom, while the
dreamy, private outdoor areas are peaceful and inviting. Other
amenities include a two-car garage, hardwood floors, tons of
storage, and a flexible den/media room. This woodland location
combines soothing bay views with convenience to local trails,
both Windy Hill and Thornewood Open Space Preserves, and
®

high-performing Portola Valley schools.
For video tour & more photos, please visit:

www.12Tynan.com

OPEN HOUSE
Saturday & Sunday, 1-5 pm
Complimentary
Lunch & Lattes
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355 Lloyden Park Lane, Atherton

T

asteful, Private and Immaculately
maintained SINGLE Story home in the
lovely Lloyden Park neighborhood of
Atherton. Recent upgrades include NEW granite
and stainless kitchen, NEW Interior Doors and
Sliders, DBL pane windows, NEW Front Door,
NEWer Master Bath with radiant heated ﬂoors,
two walk-in closets in the Master. Pristine
Hardwood ﬂoors, Marble and Tile ﬂooring,
2 Fireplaces, Pool, Hot Tub and ﬂagstone patio

Open Sunday 1-4pm

in spacious backyard. NEWly installed electric
gate at front of property opens up to new sod,
lemon trees, majestic Magnolia tree and roses.
3 additional/secondary bedrooms are well
positioned in own wing of the home.
Menlo-Atherton High.
4 Beds, 2 Baths • 11,700 sf lot (approx)

$2,698,000
MLS ML81636282

Virtual Tour www.355LloydenParkLane.com

CAMILLE EDER 650.464.4598
Realtor
camille.eder@gmail.com

CalBRE# 01394600
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www.camilleeder.com
Coldwell Banker
1377 El Camino Real, Menlo Park

OPEN HOUSE SATURDAY & SUNDAY 1–4 PM

910 BOYCE
AVENUE,
PALO ALTO
Offered at $1,998,000
2 Beds / 1+ Baths
Home ±1,120 sf
Lot ±5,250 sf

The perfect entrée into fabulous Palo Alto! A few blocks from downtown, this cozy 2 bedroom, 1+ bath 1940s bungalow is ideal for now
(impeccably maintained and remodeled) and ideal for later (great
corner lot could accommodate a beautiful new home). Gather with
friends around the living room fireplace in the winter. Grill and chill on
the expansive deck off the dining room in the summer. Parking and
storage are a breeze with the spacious 2-car garage. Whether you’re
launching a start-up, buying your first home, making an investment,
looking to downsize, or planning to build, this versatile property could
work for you. Come see us and take a deep dive into all that Palo Alto
has to offer—excellent schools, a vibrant downtown, Stanford University and proximity to leading tech companies!

Downtown Menlo Park
640 Oak Grove Ave, Menlo Park
650.847.1141

dreyfussir.com
Each Office is Independently
Owned and Operated.

COLLEEN FORAKER, REALTOR®
650.380.0085
colleen@colleenforaker.com
colleenforaker.com
License No. 01349099
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585 Old San Francisco Road, #1, Sunnyvale
Offered at $1,298,000
New Townhome Living
A fantastic location is just one of many highlights offered by this
newly built 4 bedroom, 3 bath townhome of over 2,000 sq. ft. (per
plan). Quickly reach local attractions from this stylishly finished
end unit, complete with ADA-compliant features, an open layout,
an attached two-car garage, and many energy-efficient details.
An island kitchen with a breakfast bar centers the home, while
an extravagant master suite showcases a luxurious bath. Also
included are an upper-level laundry center and an outdoor
lounge. Easily stroll to popular shopping and dining, spacious
Braly Park, and Ellis Elementary, and live within moments of
®

top downtown venues (buyer to verify eligibility).
For video tour & more photos, please visit:

OPEN HOUSE
Saturday & Sunday, 1-5 pm
Complimentary Lunch

www.585OldSanFranciscoUnit1.com
6 5 0 . 3 1 4 . 9 2 0 8 | i n f o @ d e l e o n r e a l t y. c o m | w w w. d e l e o n r e a l t y. c o m | C a l B R E # 0 1 9 0 3 2 2 4
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ColdwellBankerHomes.com
Woodside

Price Upon Request

Woodside

$14,995,000

Woodside

Sun 1 - 4

$8,695,000

Country estate built in 2012 to LEED Silver standards. Aprx 3+ stunning ac
in Central WDS. 5 BR 5 full + 2 half BA
Erika Demma
CalBRE #01230766
650.851.2666

155 Kings Mountain Rd Stunning estate in Central Woodside. Renovated
and expanded on 5 flat sunny acres. 5 BR 4 full + 2 half BA
Erika Demma
CalBRE #01230766
650.851.2666

618 Manzanita Wy Beautifully remodeled home, equestrian facilities + pvt
pool & spa, on 2.6+ landscaped ac. 4 BR 4.5 BA
Erika Demma
CalBRE #01230766
650.851.2666

Menlo Park

Redwood City

Menlo Park

Price Upon Request

Sat/Sun 1 - 4:30

$4,295,000

Sat/Sun 1 - 4

$3,325,000

1025 San Mateo Dr. Brand new contemporary-style home. Movie theater,
wine cellar, & lower level large patio. 6 BR 5.5 BA
Hossein Djalali
CalBRE #01215831
650.324.4456

9 Colton Ct Private gated villa on 1/2 ac resort lot w/pool. Huge custom
open flrpln. Sep in-law ste. 5 BR 4.5 BA
Sam Anagnostou
CalBRE #00798217
650.851.2666

570 Berkeley Ave Nearly 3/4 acre lot w/60’s built, one-owner home. First
time on market. Mature trees. 5 BR 2 BA
Nancy Goldcamp
CalBRE #00787851
650.325.6161

Atherton

Woodside

ATHERTON

Sun 1:30 - 4:30

$3,195,000

$2,998,000

Sun 1 - 4

$2,698,000

41 Maple Ave Charming Atherton Cottage w/ MP Schools. Country chic
appeal in a tranquil garden setting. 4 BR 4 BA
Tim Kerns
CalBRE #01800770
650.324.4456

650 Woodside Dr SPACIOUS home w/ VIEWS & separate cottage! Great
Woodside Hills location! 1.29 acres! 4 BR 3 BA
DiPali Shah
CalBRE #01249165
650.851.2666

355 Lloyden Park Lane Tasteful & private 11,700 sf lot. New kitchen,
master bath, & interior doors. MP/ATH high. 4 BR 2 BA
Camille Eder
CalBRE #01394600
650.324.4456

Portola Valley

Menlo Park

Los Altos Hills

Sat/Sun 1:30 - 4:30

$2,595,000

131 Mimosa Way Updated Ladera home on quiet cul-de-sac. Open floor
plan, high ceilings & kitchen-fam room 4 BR 2.5 BA
Billy McNair
CalBRE #01343603
650.324.4456

Menlo Park

Sat/Sun 1 - 4

$1,450,000

514 8th Ave Beautifully updated home in North Fair Oaks. New kitchen,
bathroom, refinished flrs & more 2 BR 1 BA
Drew Doran
CalBRE #01887354
650.325.6161

Sat/Sun 1:30 - 4
PRICE REDUCED

$2,498,000

844 Partridge Ave Spacious & inviting w/dramatic 20” ceilings. 1180 sf
Basement/garage w/custom built-ins. 3 BR 3 BA
Wendi Selig-aimonetti CalBRE #01001476
650.324.4456

Menlo Park

$1,350,000

410 9Th Ave Traditional ambiance. Remodeled kitchen & bathroom.
Hardwood floors & new paint in & out. 4 BR 2 BA
Cristina Bliss
CalBRE #01189105
650.324.4456

californiahome.me |

/cbcalifornia |

/cb_california |

Sun 1 - 3

$2,100,000

14486 Liddicoat Cir Gorgeous Views! Spacious home with high ceilings,
pool, & guest house. Palo Alto schools! 5 BR 3 BA
DiPali Shah
CalBRE #01249165
650.851.2666

Menlo Park

Sun 1 - 3

$858,000

2140 Santa Cruz Ave A305 Sought after penthouse at Menlo Commons.
Complex includes pool, spa, exercise rm. 2 BR 2 BA
Beth Leathers
CalBRE #01131116
650.324.4456

/cbcalifornia |

/coldwellbanker

©2017 Coldwell Banker. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company and Equal Housing Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage Office is Owned by a Subsidiary of NRT LLC. This information was supplied by Seller and/or other sources.
Broker has not and will not verify this information and assumes no legal responsibility for its accuracy. Buyers should investigate these issues to their own satisfaction. Real Estate Licensees affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are Independent Contractor Sales Associates and are not employees of NRT LLC., Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC or
©2013 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker
Real Estate
An Equal
Opportunity
Company.
Housing Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage Ofﬁce is Owned by a Subsidiary of NRT LLC. BRE License #01908304.
Coldwell
BankerLLC.
Residential
Brokerage.
CalBRE
LicenseEqual
#01908304.
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THE TOAST IS TO THE NEW YEAR
THE EXPERIENCE IS AIN PINEL

APR.COM

Over 30 Offices Serving The San Francisco Bay Area 866.468.0111
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Ultimate Downtown Living

436 High Street Unit 403, Palo Alto
OPEN SAT 1/28 & SUN 1/29 1:30-4:30PM
Rare Opportunity! Private top ﬂoor unit in the desirable Abitare complex. Outstanding sophisticated one-bedroom condominium
located near the train and downtown amenities. This unique top ﬂoor elegant updated unit features wood ﬂoors, lots of light, newer
appliances, and a ﬂexible ﬂoorplan. Originally built as a two-bedroom unit it now has an open ﬂoorplan with wood burning ﬁreplace
and study and/or additional bedroom area with built-in cabinetry. Secured parking for one car and additional storage. Washer/ Dryer
in unit. Secured building with elevators. Suitable as a pied-a-tier or corporate housing. Excellent location in downtown Palo Alto.

OFFERED AT $1,075,000

 
OKXQW#VHUHQRJURXSFRP
&DO%5(

 
ODXUHO#VHUHQRJURXSFRP
&DO%5(

ZZZ/HDQQDKDQG/DXUHOFRP
www.PaloAltoOnline.com • Palo Alto Weekly • January 27, 2017 • Page 37

THIS WEEKEND OPEN HOMES
UNLESS OTHERWISE NOTED, ALL TIMES ARE 1:30-4:30 PM

®

2 Bedrooms - Townhouse

ATHERTON
4 Bedrooms
91 Belleau Av
$2,498,000
Sat/Sun Pacific Union International 314-7200
355 Lloyden Park Ln
$2,698,000
Sun 1-4
Coldwell Banker
324-4456
41 Maple Av
$3,195,000
Sat/Sun
Coldwell Banker
324-4456

The DeLeon Difference®

LOS ALTOS

650.543.8500
www.deleonrealty.com
650.543.8500 | www.deleonrealty.com | DeLeon Realty CalBRE #01903224

$2,195,000
941-1111

LOS ALTOS HILLS
5 Bedrooms
14486 Liddicoat Cir
Sun 1-3
Coldwell Banker

MBA: The Wharton
School, University
of Pennsylvania
BA: Waseda
University, Japan
Speaks Japanese
& Chinese Fluently

$2,100,000
851-2666

650.283.8379
xjiang@apr.com
www.xjiang.apr.com

$1,450,000
325-6161
$1,349,000
462-1111
$1,400,000
462-1111

2 Bedrooms - Condominium
2140 Santa Cruz Av #A305
Sun 1-3
Coldwell Banker

$858,000
324-4456

A variety of home financing
solutions to meet your needs

$2,695,000
462-1111
$2,598,000
324-4456

4 Bedrooms
510 Palmer Ln
Sat/Sun
Coldwell Banker

$4,095,000
324-4456

5 Bedrooms
570 Berkeley Av
Sat/Sun
Coldwell Banker

0IXȈWKIXWXEVXIHXSHE]
:MGOM7ZIRHWKEEVH
Mortgage Loan Officer, SVP
NMLS ID: 633619
650-400-6668 Mobile
vicki.svendsgaard@bankofamerica.com
mortgage.bankofamerica.com/vickisvendsgaard

$3,325,000
325-6161

560 Chaucer St
Sat/Sun 1-4 Alain Pinel Realtors

$4,500,000
462-1111

3239 Maddux Dr
Sun
Keller Williams

$3,498,000
520-3407

3719 Starr King Cir
Sat/Sun
Keller Williams

$2,298,000
520-3407

131 Mimosa Way
Sat/Sun
Coldwell Banker

$2,595,000
324-4456

12 Tynan Way
Sat/Sun 1-5
Deleon Realty

$1,988,000
543-8500

5 Bedrooms
20 Cordova Ct
Sat/Sun 1-4 Coldwell Banker

$4,350,000
851-1961

5 Bedrooms
9 Colton Ct
Sat/Sun
Coldwell Banker

$4,295,000
851-2666

SUNNYVALE
4 Bedrooms - Townhouse
585 Old San Francisco Rd #1
Sat/Sun
Deleon Realty

$1,298,000
543-8500

4 Bedrooms

3 Bedrooms

Bank of America, N.A. and the other business/organization mentioned in this advertisement are not afﬁliated; each
company is independently responsible for the products and services it oﬀers. Bank of America may compensate
select real estate companies and builders for marketing its home loan products and services. Bank of America, N.A.,
Member FDIC.
Equal Housing Lender. ©2014 Bank of America Corporation. Credit and collateral are subject to
approval. Terms and conditions apply. This is not a commitment to lend. Programs, rates, terms and conditions are
subject to change without notice. ARK69DJ5 HL-113-AD 09-2014

$1,075,000
323-1900

WOODSIDE

MOUNTAIN VIEW
2527 Mardell Way
Sat/Sun
Midtown Realty

436 High St #403
Sat/Sun
Sereno Group

REDWOOD CITY

3 Bedrooms
668 Partridge Av
Sat 2-4/Sun Alain Pinel Realtors
844 Partridge Av
Sat/Sun
Coldwell Banker

1 Bedroom - Condominium

4 Bedrooms

2 Bedrooms

Xin Jiang

PALO ALTO

PORTOLA VALLEY

MENLO PARK
514 8th Av
Sat/Sun
Coldwell Banker
672 Partridge Av
Sat 2-4/Sun Alain Pinel Relators
240 Ringwood Av
Sat/Sun
Alain Pinel Realtors

$4,300/mo.
325-6161

4 Bedrooms

5 Bedrooms
1300 Oak Av
Sat/Sun
Alain Pinel Realtors

1350 Montecito Av #B
Sat 2-4
Coldwell Banker

$1,495,000
847-1141

FIND YOUR NEW HOME
PaloAltoOnline.com/real_estate

618 Manzanita Way
Sun 1-4
Coldwell Banker

$8,695,000
851-2666

EXPLORE OUR WEB SITE
• Interactive maps
• Homes for sale
• Open homes

• Virtual tours
• Prior sale info
and more

We cover Midpeninsula real estate like nobody else.
:HRσHUWKHRQHRQOLQHGHVWLQDWLRQWKDWOHWV\RXIXOO\H[SORUH
• Interactive maps
÷+RPHVIRUVDOH
• Open house dates and times
• Virtual tours and photos
÷3ULRUVDOHVLQIR

Our comprehensive online guide to the Midpeninsula
real estate market has all the resources a home
buyer, agent or local resident could ever want and
it’s all in one easy-to-use, local site!

• Neighborhood guides
• Area real estate links
• and so much more.
PaloAltoOnline.com

Explore area real estate through your favorite local website:
TheAlmanacOnline.com
MountainViewOnline.com
PaloAltoOnline.com
And click on “real estate” in the navigation bar.
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MountainViewOnline.com

TheAlmanacOnline.com

Marketplace
PLACE
AN AD
ONLINE
fogster.com

E-MAIL
ads@fogster.com

Now you can log on to
fogster.com, day or night
and get your ad started
immediately online.
Most listings are free and
include a one-line free
print ad in our Peninsula
newspapers with the
option of photos and
additional lines. Exempt
are employment ads,
which include a web
listing charge. Home
Services and Mind & Body
Services require contact
with a Customer Sales
Representative.
So, the next time you
have an item to sell,
barter, give away or
buy, get the perfect
combination: print ads in
your local newspapers,
reaching more than
150,000 readers, and
unlimited free web
postings reaching
hundreds of thousands
additional people!!

Bulletin
Board

For Sale

PREGNANT?
Considering adoption? Call us first.
Living expenses, housing, medical, and
continued support afterwards. Choose
adoptive family of your choice. Call 24/7.
1-877-879-4709 (Cal-SCAN)
PREGNANT?
Considering adoption? Call us first.
Living expenses, housing, medical, and
continued support afterwards. Choose
adoptive family of your choice. Call 24/7.
877-362-2401
FREE BOOK GIVEAWAY
Gunn Jazz January 27
Gunn Orchestra Jan. 31
HUGE USED BOOK/CD/DVD SALE

100-155
SALE
200-270
QKIDS STUFF
330-390
QMIND & BODY
400-499
QJ
 OBS
500-560
QB
 USINESS
SERVICES
600-699
QH
 OME
SERVICES
700-799
QFOR RENT/
FOR SALE
REAL ESTATE
801-899
QP
 UBLIC/LEGAL
NOTICES
995-997

WISH LIST FRIENDS PA LIBRARY

133 Music Lessons

The publisher waives any and all claims or consequential damages due to errors Embarcadero
Media cannot assume responsibility for the
claims or performance of its advertisers.
Embarcadero Media right to refuse, edit or
reclassify any ad solely at its discretion without
prior notice.

DONATE YOUR CAR, TRUCK OR BOAT
to Heritage for the Blind. FREE 3 Day
Vacation, Tax Deductible, Free Towing,
All Paperwork Taken Care of.
Call 800-731-5042 (Cal-SCAN)

DISH TV - BEST DEAL EVER!
Only $39.99/mo. Plus $14.99/mo.
Internet (where avail.) FREE Streaming.
FREE Install (up to 6 rooms.) FREE
HD-DVR. Call 1-800-357-0810 (Cal-SCAN)

Hope Street Music Studios
Now on Old Middefield Way, MV.
Most instruments, voice.
All ages and levels 650-961-2192
www.HopeStreetMusicStudios.com
Paul Price Music Lessons
In your home. Piano, violin, viola, theory,
history. Customized. BA music, choral
accompanist, arranger, early pop and
jazz. 800-647-0305

140 Lost & Found

HOME BREAK-INS
take less than 60 SECONDS. Don’t wait!
Protect your family, your home, your
assets NOW for as little as 70¢ a day!
Call 855-404-7601 (Cal-SCAN)
Protect your home
with fully customizable security
and 24/7 monitoring right from your
smartphone. Receive up to $1500 in
equipment, free (restrictions apply).
Call 1-800-918-4119 (Cal-SCAN)
Sawmills from only $4397.00
Make and Save Money with your own
bandmill- Cut lumber any dimension.
In stock ready to ship! FREE Info/DVD:
www.NorwoodSawmills.com
1-800-578-1363 Ext.300N (Cal-SCAN)

REWARD FOR MISSING DOG
Currently offering a reward for my lost
dog Snoopy. He escaped January 7,2017
and has been missing since. He is a
small white chihuahua mix with a brown
head and tail as well as brown spots
on his back. He is not microchipped
and was unfortunately not wearing his
collar at time of escape. Last seen on
the corner of Villa and Higdon Ave in
Shoreline West neighborhood. if any
info or if found please contact me at
650-8338933. Would just like to find my
little guy and bring him home.

145 Non-Profits
Needs

Switch to DIRECTV.
Lock in 2-Year Price Guarantee
($50/month) w/AT&T Wireless.
Over 145 Channels PLUS Popular Movie
Networks for Three Months, No Cost!
Call 1-800-385-9017 (Cal-SCAN)

Mind
& Body
420 Healing/
Bodywork
Egg and Dairy Intolerant?
Floatoffyourplate.com

DONATE BOOKS/HELP PA LIBRARY

425 Health Services

150 Volunteers

ELIMINATE CELLULITE
and Inches in weeks! All natural. Odor
free. Works for men or women. Free
month supply on select packages. Order
now! 844-703-9774. (Cal-SCAN)

ASSIST IN FRIENDS BOOKSTORE
ASST SECTION MGRS FOR FOPAL
FRIENDS OF THE PALO ALTO LIBRARY
JOIN OUR ONLINE STOREFRONT TEAM

unique website offering
FREE postings
from communities
throughout the
Bay Area and an
opportunity for your ad
to appear in the
Palo Alto Weekly.

Safe Step Walk-In Tub
Alert for Seniors. Bathroom falls can be
fatal. Approved by Arthritis Foundation.
Therapeutic Jets. Less Than 4 Inch StepIn. Wide Door. Anti-Slip Floors. American
Made. Installation Included. Call
800-799-4811 for $750 Off. (Cal-SCAN)

495 Yoga
DID YOU KNOW
7 IN 10 Americans or 158 million U.S.
Adults read content from newspaper
media each week? Discover the Power
of Newspaper Advertising. For a free
brochure call 916-288-6011 or email
cecelia@cnpa.com (Cal-SCAN)

202 Vehicles Wanted

245 Miscellaneous

Christina Conti Piano
Private piano lessons for all levels,
all ages. In your home or mine.
Bachelor of Music, 20+ years exp.
650-493-6950

Fogster.com is a

jaguar 2000 xj8
L Sedan 4-Door, 4-WD, Cassette Player,
CD Player, Leather Seats ,Sunroof.
Call me: 213-986-6703

Got an older car, boat or RV?
Do the humane thing. Donate it to the
Humane Society. Call 1-800-743-1482
(Cal-SCAN)

BOARD

QFOR

201 Autos/Trucks/
Parts

GET CASH FOR CARS/TRUCKS!!!
All Makes/Models 2000-2016! Top $$$
Paid! Any Condition! Used or wrecked.
Running or Not. Free Towing! Call For
Offer: 1-888-417-9150. (Cal-SCAN)

Gunn Band Concert, Feb. 2

INDEX
QBULLETIN

THE PENINSULA’S
FREE CLASSIFIEDS WEB SITE
Combining the reach of the Web with
print ads reaching over 150,000 readers!

fogster.com is a unique web site offering FREE postings from communities throughout the Bay Area and
an opportunity for your ad to appear in the Palo Alto Weekly, The Almanac and the Mountain View Voice.

115 Announcements

HONE
P650.326.8216

fogster.com

TM

Got Knee Pain? Back Pain?
Shoulder Pain? Get a pain-relieving
brace -little or NO cost to you. Medicare
Patients Call Health Hotline Now!
1-800-796-5091 (Cal-SCAN)
MAKE THE CALL
to start getting clean today. Free 24/7
Helpline for alcohol & drug addiction treatment. Get help! It is time to take your life
back! Call Now: 855-732-4139 (AAN CAN)
OXYGEN - Anytime. Anywhere.
No tanks to refill. No deliveries. The AllNew Inogen One G4 is only 2.8 pounds!
FAA approved! FREE info kit: 844-3593976. (Cal-SCAN)

Technology
Medallia, Inc. has the following
opportunities open in Palo Alto, CA:
Business Operations Manager:
develop subcontractor operations
that extend our internal implementation, servicing, and other capabilities
to help us grow and flex where needed, requires travel up to 20%.
Project Management Analyst,
Client Engagement: conduct client
related analysis in order to assist
Medallia in operating more efficiently
and effectively, position is based at
HQ, and may be assigned to unanticipated work sites throughout the U.S.
as determined by the mgmt.
Information Security Analyst: lead
and execute risk and compliance
related activities at Medallia.

Jobs
500 Help Wanted
Sales Representative
California Trade Association located in
Sacramento is seeking someone with
strong knowledge for Advertising, print,
digital and social media solutions, great
with detail, an amazing attitude, and a
passion for selling content and integrated partnerships. 3-5 years experience a
plus. We offer a competitive base salary,
commission and bonus plan, along with
great benefit package. Email Resume
and Salary History to jobs@cnpa.com.
EOE (Cal-SCAN)
Administrative clerk
Computer/IT
Origami Logic, Inc. seeks f/t Staff
Software Engineer in Mountain View,
CA to develop distributed analytics
infrastructure leveraging Hadoop
ecosystem. Req’s Master’s or frgn
equiv in Comp Sci, Comp Engg or a
related fld and 3 yrs exp in fast-paced
software development or Bach or
frgn equiv fllwd by 5 yrs progressively
resp prof exp. Job may be performed
anywhere in the US and requires up
to 10% travel. References required.
Send resume or CV to jobs@origamilogic.com, ref 16-308.
ENGINEER: SOFTWARE
Involved with software design and
development. BS or equiv. degree in
Comp Sci, Comp. Eng., Elec. Eng, Eng.
or equiv. field. 5 yrs exp. as Software
Eng, Software Dev Eng, Eng or equiv.
5 yrs concurrent exp. with: Multithreaded programming; low level
software design using SOLID design
principles and object oriented programming, data structures and algorithms; tuning applications for performance and scalability; estimations,
project planning in agile development methodology; and SQL. Jobsite:
Palo Alto, CA. Mail resume to: Position
MC012017 Integral Development
Corporation 3400 Hillview Ave.
Building 4, Palo Alto CA 94304
Hardware Eng.

About those ads without
phone numbers...Ads in the
paper without phone numbers
are free ads posted through our
fogster.com classified web site.
Complete information appears
on the web site. The person
placing the ad always has the
option of buying lines for print
in the newspaper. Many do,
some do not – it is their choice.
These free lines in print are
meant to share with you a little
of a lot that is available online.
We offer it as an added bonus.
Hopefully, you will be encouraged to check out fogster.com

Solutions Consultant: collaborate
with sales teams to understand
customer requirements, promote
the sale of company products, and
provide sales support, position is
based at HQ, and may be assigned to
unanticipated work sites throughout
the U.S. as determined by mgmt, and
travel up to 30% for sales support.
Senior Software Engineer: architect,
design, and develop highly sophisticated and dynamic mobile user
experience for iOS.
To apply, mail resumes and ref. job
title to A. Zwerling, Medallia, Inc.
395 Page Mill Road, Suite 100, Palo
Alto, CA 94306. Background checks
required.

624 Financial
Do You Owe Over $10K
to the IRS or State in back taxes?
Our firm works to reduce the tax bill
or zero it out completely FAST.
Call now 855-993-5796 (Cal-SCAN)
SOCIAL SECURITY DISABILITY
benefits. Unable to work?
Denied benefits? We Can Help! WIN
or Pay Nothing! Contact Bill Gordon &
Associates at 1-800-966-1904 to start
your application today! (Cal-SCAN)

628 Graphics/
Webdesign
EVERY BUSINESS
has a story to tell! Get your message out
with California’s PRMedia Release - the
only Press Release Service operated by
the press to get press! For more info
contact Cecelia @ 916-288-6011 or
http://prmediarelease.com/california
(Cal-SCAN)

636 Insurance
Health & Dental Insurance
Lowest Prices. We have the best rates
from top companies! Call Now!
888-989-4807. (Cal-SCAN)

640 Legal Services
DID YOU KNOW
Information is power and content is
King? Do you need timely access to
public notices and remain relevant in
today’s hostile business climate? Gain
the edge with California Newspaper
Publishers Association new innovative
website capublicnotice.com and check
out the FREE One-Month Trial Smart
Search Feature. For more information
call Cecelia @ (916) 288-6011
or www.capublicnotice.com (Cal-SCAN)

560 Employment
Information
DRIVERS: TRUCK DRIVERS
Obtain Class A CDL in 3 weeks Company
Sponsored Training Also Hiring
Experienced and Recent Graduates
Must be 21 or Older Call: (866) 275-2349
(Cal-SCAN)
LOCAL DRIVERS WANTED!
Be your own boss. Flexible hours.
Unlimited earning potential. Must be
21 with valid U.S. driver’s license, insurance & reliable vehicle. 866-329-2672
(AAN CAN)
PAID IN ADVANCE!
Make $1000 A Week Mailing Brochures
From Home! No Experience Required.
Helping home workers since
2001! Genuine Opportunity. Start
Immediately! www.IncomeStation.net
(AAN CAN)

Business
Services
602 Automotive
Repair
DID YOU KNOW
144 million U.S. Adults read a Newspaper
print copy each week? Discover the
Power of Newspaper Advertising. For a
free brochure call 916-288-6011 or email
cecelia@cnpa.com (Cal-SCAN)

604 Adult Care
Offered
A PLACE FOR MOM
The nation’s largest senior living referral service. Contact our trusted,local
experts today! Our service is FREE/
no obligation. CALL 1-800-550-4822.
(Cal-SCAN)

Classified Deadlines:

NOON,
WEDNESDAY

Home
Services
715 Cleaning
Services
Isabel and Elbi’s Housecleaning
Apartments and homes. Excellent references. Great rates.
650-670-7287 or 650/771-8281
Silvia’s Cleaning
We don’t cut corners, we clean them!
Bonded, insured, 22 yrs. exp., service
guaranteed, excel. refs., free est.
415/860-6988

748 Gardening/
Landscaping
J. Garcia Garden Maintenance
Service
Free est. 25 years exp. 650/366-4301
or 650-346-6781
LANDA’S GARDENING &
LANDSCAPING
*Yard Maint. *New Lawns. *Clean Ups
*Irrigation timer programming.
20 yrs exp. Ramon, 650-576-6242
landaramon@yahoo.com

751 General
Contracting
A NOTICE TO READERS:
It is illegal for an unlicensed person
to perform contracting work on any
project valued at $500.00 or more in
labor and materials. State law also
requires that contractors include
their license numbers on all advertising. Check your contractor’s status
at www.cslb.ca.gov or 800-321-CSLB
(2752). Unlicensed persons taking
jobs that total less than $500.00
must state in their advertisements
that they are not licensed by the
Contractors State License Board.

go to fogster.com to respond to ads without phone numbers
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754 Gutter Cleaning
Rain Gutter Cleaning
Call Dennis 650-566-1393
Fully Licensed and Insured.
20 Yrs experience. Free Est.
Roofs, Gutters, Downspouts
cleaning. Work guar. 30 years exp.
Insured. Veteran Owned. Jim Thomas
Maintenance, 408-595-2759.

757 Handyman/
Repairs
Alex Peralta Handyman
Kit. and bath remodel, int/ext. paint,
tile, plumb, fence/deck repairs,
foam roofs/repairs. Power wash.
Alex, 650-465-1821

759 Hauling
J & G HAULING SERVICE
Misc. junk, office, gar., furn., green
waste, more. Local, 20 yrs exp.
Lic./ins. Free est. 650-743-8852

Learn How to Paint
your own home. What tools and materials to use to prep and paint. 40 years
exp. 650-380-4335
STYLE PAINTING
Full service interior/ext. Insured. Lic.
903303. 650-388-8577

775 Asphalt/
Concrete
Roe General Engineering
Asphalt, concrete, pavers, tiles, sealing,
artificial turf. 36 yrs exp. No job too
small. Lic #663703. 650/814-5572

Real
Estate

Glen Hodges Painting
Call me first! Senior discount. 45 yrs.
#351738. 650/322-8325, phone calls
ONLY.

ALL AREAS ROOMMATES.COM
Lonely? Bored? Broke? Find the perfect
roommate to complement your personality and lifestyle at Roommates.com!
(AAN CAN)

810 Cottages for
Rent
Redwood City, 2 BR/1.5 BA - $3,000/Mon

815 Rentals Wanted
Male seeks room/apt.

Mountain View, 2 BR/2.5 BA - $988000

Atherton, Studio - $1975/mont

DID YOU KNOW
Information is power and content is
King? Do you need timely access to
public notices and remain relevant in
today’s highly competitive market? Gain
an edge with California Newspaper
Publishers Association new innovative website capublicnotice.com and
check out the Smart Search Feature. For
more information call Cecelia @ (916)
288-6011 or www.capublicnotice.com
(Cal-SCAN)

Mountain View, 3 BR/2 BA - $3875/mont

fogster.com

No phone number in the ad?
Go to
fogster.com for contact information

The local news you care about
is one click away.

825 Homes/Condos
for Sale
855 Real Estate
Services

805 Homes for Rent

News, sports and local hot picks

Los Altos, 1 BR/2 BA - $1100

801 Apartments/
Condos/Studios
Downtown Palo Alto, 2 BR/2 BA - $3700

771 Painting/
Wallpaper

809 Shared Housing/
Rooms

THE PENINSULA’S FREE CLASSIFIEDS WEBSITE
TO RESPOND TO ADS WITHOUT PHONE NUMBERS
GO TO WWW.FOGSTER.COM

Receive information on what’s happening
in your community by email every day.
Sign up today at PaloAltoWeekly.com

“Stuck on You”—so smooth, you can’t even tell. Matt Jones

This week’s SUDOKU

Answers on page 41.

Answers on page 41.

CITY OF PALO ALTO
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Palo Alto City Council will hold a
Public Hearing at the special meeting on Monday, February 6, 2017 at
5:00 p.m. or as near thereafter as possible, in the Council Chambers,
250 Hamilton Avenue, Palo Alto, to consider Adoption of an Ordinance
Amending Chapter 18 (Zoning) of the Palo Alto Municipal Code to Update Code Sections Regarding Accessory Dwelling Units. The Ordinance is Exempt from the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA)
per Sections 15061(b), 15301, 15303 and 15305 and was Recommended for Approval by the Planning & Transportation Commission on
November 30, 2016.
BETH D. MINOR
City Clerk

CITY OF PALO ALTO
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

Across

39 Ninja Turtles’ hangout

3 Fortune founder Henry

31 Actress Vardalos

1 A-list notable

40 ___ and variations

4 Strong following?

6 “Big Blue” company

41 Three fingers from the
bartender, for instance?

5 Doctor’s orders, sometimes

34 “George of the Jungle”
creature

9 Exudes affection
14 Tell jokes to
15 Perrins’s partner in sauce

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Palo Alto City
Council will hold a Public Hearing at the special meeting
on Monday, February 6, 2017 at 5:00 p.m. or as near
thereafter as possible, in the Council Chambers, 250
Hamilton Avenue, Palo Alto, to consider, 429 University
Avenue [14PLN-00222]: a continued Appeal of the Director
of Planning and Community Environment’s Architectural
Review Approval of a four story, mixed use building with
parking facilities on two subterranean levels on an 11,000
square-foot site. Environmental assessment: Mitigated
Negative Declaration was circulated November 17, 2014
to December 12, 2014. Zoning District: CD-C (GF)(P). The
Council previously considered this appeal on November
30, 2015 and remanded it to the Architectural Review
Board for redesign and further review based on Council’s
direction.

44 John’s “Double Fantasy”
collaborator

6 Societal woes

36 First name mentioned in
“Baby Got Back”

7 Bird’s bill

37 Jewish house of prayer

8 Could possibly

39 Carmichael who coined the
phrase “black power”

16 TV host with a book club

45 Blackhawks and Red Wings
org.

17 Slow reaction to making tears?

46 Montana moniker

9 Franchise whose logo has
three pips

19 1980s attorney general Edwin

49 1978-’98 science magazine

10 Letter tool

42 Seafood in a “shooter”

20 157.5 deg. from N

51 “___ death do us part”

11 “Bang a Gong (Get It On)”rockers

43 Elsa’s sister

21 Insurer’s calculation

54 Act histrionically

12 Facility

46 Folds and Harper, for two

22 Gave bad luck to

55 What the three longest
answers are actually held
together by

13 Leave hairs everywhere

47 Unreal: abbr.

18 Britain’s neighbor, to natives

48 Type of dancer or boot
49 “In My Own Fashion”
autobiographer Cassini

23 ___ Lingus (carrier to Dublin)

40 Cannon fodder for the crowd?

24 Red-sweatered Ken from a
2016 presidential debate

57 XTC’s “Making Plans for ___”

22 Prominent part of a Nixon
caricature

25 Voracious “readers” of old
audiobooks, slangily?

58 Adjust, as a skirt

23 K2’s continent

50 Sticky note note

59 Corset shop dummy

24 Haunted house warning

51 Pasty luau fare

31 Responsibility shirker’s cry

60 Newspaper piece

52 ___ facto

32 Coyote’s cries

61 Creator of a big head

25 Brewer of Keystone and Blue
Moon

33 Gulf Coast st.

62 React to Beatlemania,
perhaps

26 Top floor

53 “Sex on Fire” group Kings of
___

35 Bitty amount
36 Test versions

BETH D. MINOR
City Clerk

www.sudoku.name

37 Ditch
38 “All Things Considered”
co-host Shapiro

Page 40 • January 27, 2017 • Palo Alto Weekly • www.PaloAltoOnline.com

27 “Quadrophenia” band
28 Pacific Northwestern pole

Down
1 Ill-bred men
2 Auckland Zoo animals

29 Craftsperson, in steampunk
circles
30 Nickelodeon’s green
subtance-in-trade

55 “Weekend Update” cohost
Michael
56 Haul a trailer
©2017 Jonesin’ Crosswords (editor@
jonesincrosswords.com)
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Legal
Notices
995 Fictitious Name
Statement
STATEMENT OF ABANDONMENT OF USE
OF FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
File No. FBN624903
The following person(s)/ registrant(s)
has/have abandoned the use of the fictitious business name(s).
The information given below is as it
appeared on the fictitious business
statement that was filed at the County
Clerk-Recorder’s Office.
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME(S):
SILICON VALLEY PENINSULA ROTARACT
250 Stratford Place
Los Altos, CA 94022
FILED IN SANTA CLARA COUNTY ON:
12/07/2015
UNDER FILE NO.: FBN611774
REGISTRANT’S NAME(S):
JUSTIN TAIT
250 Stratford Place
Los Altos, CA 94022
MICHAEL CONDON
250 Stratford Place
Los Altos, CA 94022
THIS BUSINESS WAS CONDUCTED BY: An
Unincorporated Association Other Than
a Partnership.
This statement was filed with the
County Clerk Recorder of Santa Clara
County on December 30, 2016
(PAW Jan. 13, 20, 27; Feb. 3, 2017)
HOCK COMPANY LLP
HOCK COMPANY
HOCK AND COMPANY

HOCK & COMPANY
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
File No.: FBN625004
The following person (persons) is (are)
doing business as:
1.) Hock Company LLP, 2.) Hock
Company, 3.) Hock and Company,
4.) Hock & Company, located at 711
Colorado Avenue, Palo Alto, CA 94303,
Santa Clara County.
This business is owned by: Limited
Liability Partnership.
The name and residence address of the
registrant(s) is(are):
GREGORY O. HOCK
15305 Watsonville Road
Morgan Hill, CA 95037
KEVIN BRATCHER
711 Colorado Avenue
Palo Alto, CA 94303
Registrant began transacting business
under the fictitious business name(s)
listed above on N/A.
This statement was filed with the
County Clerk-Recorder of Santa Clara
County on January 4, 2017.
(PAW Jan. 13, 20, 27; Feb. 3, 2017)
MI RANCHO SUPERMARKET
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
File No.: FBN625258
The following person (persons) is (are)
doing business as:
Mi Rancho Supermarket, located at 3840
Monterey Hwy., San Jose, CA 95111,
Santa Clara County.
This business is owned by: A
Corporation.
The name and residence address of the
registrant(s) is(are):
MI RANCHO SUPERMARKET, (SAN JOSE
2) INC.
137 Roosevelt Ave.
Redwood City, CA 94061
Registrant began transacting business
under the fictitious business name(s)
listed above on 01/12/2017.
This statement was filed with the

County Clerk-Recorder of Santa Clara
County on January 12, 2017.
(PAW Jan. 20, 27; Feb. 3, 10, 2017)
EDUNATION
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
File No.: FBN625227
The following person (persons) is (are)
doing business as:
Edunation, located at 3181 Louis Road,
Palo Alto, CA 94303, Santa Clara County.
This business is owned by: An
Individual.
The name and residence address of the
registrant(s) is(are):
ANDREW DONG
3181 Louis Road
Palo Alto, CA 94303
Registrant began transacting business
under the fictitious business name(s)
listed above on N/A.
This statement was filed with the
County Clerk-Recorder of Santa Clara
County on January 11, 2017.
(PAW Jan. 20, 27; Feb. 3, 10, 2017)
RUNTIME INC.
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
File No.: FBN625272
The following person (persons) is (are)
doing business as:
Runtime Inc., located at 2560 Mission
College Boulevard, Suite 130, Santa Clara
California 95054, Santa Clara County.
This business is owned by: A
Corporation.
The name and residence address of the
registrant(s) is(are):
RUNTIME DESIGN AUTOMATION
2560 Mission College Boulevard, Suite
130
Santa Clara California 95054
Registrant began transacting business
under the fictitious business name(s)
listed above on N/A.
This statement was filed with the County
Clerk-Recorder of Santa Clara County on
January 12, 2017.
(PAW Jan. 20, 27; Feb. 3, 10, 2017)

fogster.com

TM

ENVIRON INVESTIGATIONAL SERVICES
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
File No.: FBN625226
The following person (persons) is (are)
doing business as:
Environ Investigational Services, located
at 531 Lasuen Mall #20223 Stanford, CA
94305, Santa Clara County.
This business is owned by: An
Individual.
The name and residence address of the
registrant(s) is(are):
AUNDREA L. COUTS
531 Lasuen Mall #20223
Stanford, CA 94305
Registrant began transacting business
under the fictitious business name(s)
listed above on 01/11/2017.
This statement was filed with the
County Clerk-Recorder of Santa Clara
County on January 11, 2017.
(PAW Jan. 20, 27; Feb. 3, 10, 2017)

Superior Court of California for Santa
Clara County at Probate Filing Clerk, 191
North First Street, San Jose, CA 95110,
and mail or deliver a copy to DONALD
M. HUGHES, Trustee of The Donald M.
and Laddie W. Hughes Trust Agreement
(and wherein the decedent was the
settlor) at 620 Sand Hill Road #215-D,
Palo Alto, CA 94304, within the later of
four months after the date of the first
publication of Notice to Creditors or, if
Notice is mailed or personally delivered
to you, 60 days after the date this Notice
is mailed or personally delivered to
you, or you must petition to file a late
claim as provided in Section 19103 of
the Probate Code. A claim form may be
obtained from the court clerk. For your
protection, you are encouraged to file
your claim by certified mail, with return
receipt requested.

SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF
CALIFORNIA,
FOR THE COUNTY OF SANTA CLARA

Jacob M. Glickman,
Attorney at Law
60-29th Street, Box 127
San Francisco, CA 94110
(PAW Jan. 20, 27; Feb. 3, 2017)

IN THE MATTER OF
The Donald M. and Laddie W. Hughes
Trust
Agreement Dated May 9, 1979

In the Superior Court of the State of
California
in and for the County of Santa Clara

997 All Other Legals

Public Notice

LADDIE W. HUGHES aka GLADYS WILMA
HUGHES,
decedent
Case No.: 16-PR-179983
NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Probate Code Section 19052, et Seq.
Notice is hereby given to the creditors and contingent creditors of the
above-named decedent that all persons
having claims against the decedent are
required to file their claims with the

In the Matter of the Petition of David
Price to Have the Standing of The Daily
Post Adjudicated as a Newspaper of
General Circulation for the City of Palo
Alto and County of Santa Clara.
No. 17CV305056,
VERIFIED PETITION TO ASCERTAIN AND
ESTABLISH STANDING AS A NEWSPAPER
OF GENERAL CIRCULATION [Gov. C §§
6000, 6020]
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that on Feb.
23, 2017, at 9 a.m. or as soon there-

after as the matter may be heard in
Department 9 of this Court, located
at 191 N. First St., San Jose, California,
petitioner intends to apply for an order
declaring the newspaper known as The
Daily Post to be a newspaper of general
circulation for the City of Palo Alto and
County of Santa Clara, California. Dated:
Jan. 11, 2017.
Petitioner, David Price, appearing pro
se, alleges:
1. Petitioner is the Editor and
Co-publisher of the newspaper known
as The Daily Post, hereafter referred to
as the Newspaper.
2. The Newspaper is a newspaper of
general circulation published for the
dissemination of local and telegraphic
news and intelligence of a general
character in the City of Palo Alto and
County of Santa Clara. The Newspaper’s
business address is 385 Forest Ave., in
the City of Palo Alto and the County of
Santa Clara.
3. The Newspaper has a bona fide subscription list of paying subscribers in
the City of Palo Alto and the County of
Santa Clara.
4. For more than a year preceding the
filing of this petition, the Newspaper has
been established under the name The
Daily Post, and has been so established
and published, that is, issued and sold
or distributed regularly every day except
Sunday in the City of Palo Alto and
County of Santa Clara.
WHEREFORE, petitioner prays for a judgment ascertaining and establishing The
Daily Post as a newspaper of general circulation as defined in Sections 6000 and
6020 of the Government Code, for the
City of Palo Alto and County of Santa
Clara, California. Dated: Jan. 11, 2017.
/s/ David Price, Petitioner David Price,
Editor and Co-Publisher of The Daily
Post.
(PAW Jan. 27, 2017)

Answers to this week’s puzzles, which can be found on page 40.

We handle all your
Legal publishing needs
• The Palo Alto Weekly is
adjudicated
to publish in the County
of Santa Clara.
• Our adjudication includes
the Mid-Peninsula
communities of Palo Alto,
Stanford,
Los Altos, and Mountain
View
• The Palo Alto Weekly
publishes every Friday.

Call Alicia Santillan
650-223-6578
asantillan@paweekly.com

24/7 Online

Free. Fun. Only about Palo Alto.
C R O S S W O R D S
www.PaloAltoOnline.com • Palo Alto Weekly • January 27, 2017 • Page 41

Sports
Shorts
TAKE THE FIELD . . . The Spring
2017 girls’ recreational softball league
is accepting registration for girls ages
5-15 from Palo Alto, Menlo Park and
the surrounding communities. The
league is focused on fun and skill
building, so if your daughter likes
softball please sign her up. No travel,
no pressure -- everyone plays to win,
but the focus is on fun and getting
better. Register and learn more at
http://www.paloaltogirlssoftball.
org. Registration closes on Tuesday;
Season starts in March.

SEASIDE SHOWDOWN . . . MenloAtherton girls’ wrestler Fola Akinola
won her division of the Seaside
Showdown at Terra Nova over the
weekend. Two other Bears, Angie
Bautista and Abby Erickson each
placed third in their divisions. Palo
Alto’s Masako Perez placed sixth in
her division. M-A was third as a team.

Bill Dally/Stanford Athletics

IT’S AN HONOR . . . Stanford
freshman True Sweetser was named
Pac-12 Swimmer of the Week for
the second time this season, as
announced by CollegeSwimming.
com. Sweetser, a freshman from
Gainesville, Florida, won four races
over the course of two dual meets
at Arizona and Arizona State this
past weekend . . . Stanford gymnast
Akash Modi was named the
Mountain Pacific Sports Federation
Men’s Gymnast of the Week, the
conference announced. At the 25th
annual Stanford Open, Modi led the
No. 2 Cardinal to a second-straight
sweep in both individual and team
events against No. 8 California and
No. 19 Washington . . . Stanford
senior forward Erica McCall was
named to the Ann Meyers Drysdale
Award midseason watch list the
U.S. Basketball Writers Association
announced. . . . Sacred Heart
Prep boys basketball coach Tony
Martinelli earned Central Coast
Section Honor Coach accolades, the
CCS office announced this week.
Martinelli has coached the Gators to
five CCS titles in his nine years at the
school. He enters Tuesday night’s
game against visiting The King’s
Academy (6:30 p.m.) with an overall
194-76 record.

Junior Janet Hu, one of Stanford’s most versatile swimmers, won four events against Arizona last weekend.

Cardinal women are ready for prime time
Final home meets against UCLA, USC set the stage for championship season
by Rick Eymer

D

epending upon which poll
you are citing, the Stanford women’s swimming
and diving team ranks first or
second in the nation. California,
the defending national champions, and USC rank anywhere
from sixth to second and UCLA
is among the top 20.
Those four teams will be competing against each other over the
final weeks of the regular season,
a preview of what’s to come as
the championship season begins
in earnest in February.
The Bruins (10-1) are at Stanford’s Avery Aquatic Center for a

Pac-12 swim meet Friday at 2 p.m.
The Trojans (6-0) come to town
for a Saturday meet at noon.
The Golden Bears (5-1) host
USC on Friday and UCLA on
Saturday. Stanford (5-0) travels
to Berkeley for The Big Meet on
Feb. 11.
Cal’s lone loss was, by four
points, to Texas, ranked first in
some polls. UCLA lost to Washington State and has swept the
Arizona schools.
Since the NCAA began sponsoring women’s swimming in
1982, Pac-12 teams have won
14 national championships and
finished second 13 times. The

Cardinal has won eight of them,
the last in 1998. California has
won four of the last seven titles,
with Arizona and USC also
winning.
Texas, Georgia and Florida are
also among the top contenders for
a national title.
Stanford, 9-time national runner-ups, has been pointing toward
this year since Greg Meehan became coach. The roster is full of
Olympic gold medalists, Olympians and several more that are on
the verge of making an impact for
Team USA.
The cast includes world record
holder and four-time Olympic

gold medalist Katie Ledecky,
two-time Olympic gold medalist
and American record holder Simone Manuel, three-time Olympic
gold medalist Lia Neal, Olympic
diver Kassidy Cook, Paralympian
Brickelle Bro, and a host of others
who swam in the Olympic trials
and in national and world championship meets.
That list includes Sacred Heart
Prep grad Ally Howe, a threetime national champion, eighttime All-American and American
record holder. Her strength is the
backstroke, an event that helps
(continued on next page)

ON THE AIR

PREP BASKETBALL

Friday

Palo Alto boys, girls extend
SCVAL De Anza leads

College women’s basketball: Stanford at Washington State, 8 p.m., Pac12 Networks

Saturday
College women’s swimming: USC
at Stanford, noon, Pac-12 Networks

Both M-A teams also remain unbeaten in PAL South action

Sunday
NHL hockey: All-Star game, 12:30
p.m., NBC
College women’s gymnastics:
Arizona at Stanford, 1 p.m., Pac-12
Networks
College women’s basketball: Stanford at Washington, 5 p.m., Pac-12
Networks

T

Monday
AHL hockey: All-Star Game, 4 p.m.,
CSNCA
College wrestling: Stanford at Oregon State, 7 p.m., Pac-12 Networks
David Hickey

READ MORE ONLINE

www.PASportsOnline.com
For expanded daily coverage of
college and prep sports, visit
www.PASportsOnline.com

by Glenn Reeves
he Palo Alto girls basketball has
been checking off items from its todo list all season. Beating nemesis
Los Gatos on Wednesday was the latest
item.
Not only did the 44-36 victory give the
Vikings (6-0, 13-3) a two-game lead over
the Wildcats in the SCVAL De Anza Division standings but it also assuaged disappointment from last year’s losses.
The memories of last year were still fresh.
The Wildcats swept the home and home series with Palo Alto last year and dethroned
Paly as De Anza Division champion.
“Definitely that was our biggest motivator,’’ said Carly Leong, who scored a teamhigh 13 points to help lead Palo Alto. “This

Palo Alto senior Miles Tention has led the Vikings
to an undefeated league season thus far.
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was a really emotional game for us after
they beat us twice last year.’’
The Vikings hope to continue their streak
Friday when they face cross-town rival
Gunn at 6:15 p.m.
The Titans (3-3, 9-9) are a curious team,
capable of beating top teams and just as capable of losing them.
Gunn, which also beat Los Gatos this
year, lost a home game, 60-50, to Mountain
View on Wednesday.
The Titans carried a 38-32 lead into the
fourth quarter before the Spartans exploded
for 28 points. Gunn also had a fourth-quarter lead against St. Francis before fading.
Palo Alto (13-3, 6-0), playing its first
(continued on next page)

Swimming

WOMEN’S TENNIS

Looking to defend a championship
Stanford set to open season at home against the Gaels
by Stanford Athletics
efending NCAA champion Stanford opens its dual
match season on Friday
against Saint Mary’s in a 2 p.m.
contest at Taube Family Tennis
Stadium.
The Cardinal enters its season
opener ranked No. 4 in the nation,
trailing No. 1 Florida, No. 2 North
Carolina and No. 3 Pepperdine.
The most storied program in
college tennis, Stanford captured
its 19th national championship (18
NCAA) in 2016, defeating No. 12
Oklahoma State in a 4-3 thriller.
At No. 15, Stanford became the
lowest-seeded team to win an
NCAA title, knocking off No. 2
Florida, No. 10 Michigan and No.
6 Vanderbilt in a span of five days
prior to reaching the final.

Gone from last year’s championship squad are two important
pieces. Three-time All-American
Carol Zhao, who competed at the
No. 1 spot in each of her 15 duals,
elected to forego her senior season
to pursue a professional career,
while clutch performer Krista
Hardebeck closed out a memorable four-year career in which she
led the Cardinal to two NCAA
titles and compiled 99 victories.
Returning for another season
are four members of last year’s
title team, including senior Taylor
Davidson, whose dramatic threeset victory over Oklahoma State’s
Vladica Babic was one of three
clinchers in the postseason. Fellow senior Caroline Doyle owns
the most career victories (94) of
the Stanford returnees, and will

once again likely play high in the
lineup.
If sophomores Caroline Lampl
and Melissa Lord come anywhere
close to duplicating their success
as rookies, Stanford will be in
great shape. Lampl was especially
tough, tallying a team-high seven
clinchers and racking up an 11-4
record in three-set matches. Lord
won 10 of her final 11 matches,
was a perfect 6-for-6 in the postseason and has carried that momentum into this season, recently
capturing her first career singles
title at the Freeman Memorial
Championships.
Freshmen Emma Higuchi posted a team-best 11-3 record in the
fall while fellow newcomer Emily Arbuthnott has won six of her
eight matches.Q

Prep roundup

points. “They’re always fun to
play against. It was fun coming
to their home and getting a win.’’
Two years ago the Vikings
finished the regular season 22-2
and went 12-0 in league. As a
reward they were placed in the
Central Coast Section Open Division playoffs where they suffered decisive losses and then
lost to Oakland in the first round
of NorCals.
Last year they were beat out for
the league title by Los Gatos, who
also took their place as an entrant
in the Open Division. Paly proceeded to win a CCS championship in Division I.
In the PAL South Division,
Menlo-Atherton won its 17th
straight, beating visiting Capuchino, 62-16. The Bears (17-1, 6-0)
play at Sequoia at 6 p.m. Friday.
The Bears finished the first
quarter up 25-4. Junior Greer
Hoyem scored 15 of her gamehigh 21 points in the first quarter
and senior Ofa Sili added six of
her 14.

Boys basketball
Palo Alto went through a little
cold spell early in the third quarter Wednesday and Los Gatos
capitalized with an 8-0 run to
draw even at 32-32.
That’s when Miles Tention
stepped up and knocked down a
3-pointer. That shot brought about
a game-changing shift in momentum, Palo Alto re-established its
eight-point lead at the end of the
third quarter and went on to a 6657 victory.
Palo Alto (15-2, 6-0) solidified its hold on first place in the
SCVAL De Anza Division. The
Vikings are three games up on
co-second place Wilcox, Cupertino, and Milpitas, all at 3-3 in
league play. The Trojans beat the
Chargers, 61-42, on Tuesday.
Gunn, Los Altos, and the
Wildcats are all 2-4 in league.
The Titans lost to visiting Los
Altos, 62-50 despite getting
23 points from Jeffrey LeeHeidenreich and 10 from Josh
Radin. Q

D

(continued from previous page)

game after losing Julie Chandler
to a knee injury, didn’t leave much
to doubt. Los Gatos (14-4, 4-2)
never led.
The Vikings jumped to an 11-2
lead as Maya Lathi, Leong and
Lauren Koyama (who finished
with 12 points) hit 3-pointers in
that run and Leong added a fastbreak layup.
It was 16-6 at the end of a first
quarter that could have served as
a template on how to play well in
virtually every facet. Paly shot 60
percent (6 of 10) while limiting
Los Gatos to 27.3 percent shooting (3 of 11), and forced seven
turnovers.
Palo Alto maintained a doubledigit lead until midway through
the fourth quarter. But the game’s
outcome was never in doubt.
“We’ve always had a good
rivalry with Los Gatos,’’ said
Skylar Burris, who scored eight

Bill Dally/Stanford Athletics

Shirley Pefley/isiphotos.com

Stanford seniors Caroline Doyle (left) and Taylor Davidson look to finish their careers with another
successful season.

third at the NCAA championships
with runner-up finishes in 2014
(continued from previous page)
and 2016.
Stanford has won 12 straight
give the Cardinal one of the top dual meets, a streak that dates to
medley relay teams in the country. a loss to the Golden Bears three
She holds the school record in the years ago.
Stanford earned a sweep in the
100 back.
Junior Janet Hu is also remark- desert last weekend, with a 178ably versatile and has competed 113 win at Arizona State on Frinationally in the fly and free and day, and a 190-104 victory over
Arizona on Saturday.
holds the school record
Four different swimin the 200 back.
mers won multiple
Ella Eastin and Erin
events to pace the CarVoss were finalists at
dinal over the Sun Devthe Olympic trials. Easils. Hu won four times
tin, one of the best alland Cook swept the
around swimmers in
diving events against
the nation, won a pair
Arizona.
of silver medals in the
On
Wednesday,
200 and 400 individual
Stanford was named a
medley at the most
Scholar All-America
recent Short Course
team by the College
World Championships. Katie Ledecky
Saturday marks the final home Swimming and Diving Coachmeet at Avery Aquatic Center for es Association of America.
seniors Bridget Boushka, Tara The Cardinal, which finished its
Halsted, Neal and Nicole Stafford. fall season ranked atop the CSBoushka is a three-year letter- CAA rankings, also earned one of
winner and two-time Pac-12 All- the top team GPA’s in the nation
Academic honoree; Halsted is a during that time with a combined
two-time Olympic Trials quali- 3.59 GPA.
The Stanford men also received
fier and Pac-12 All-Academic
selection; Neal is also a six-time Academic All-America status
national champion and scholar from the College Swimming
All-American; Stafford is a four- Coaches Association of America.
time All-American, 2014 national The Cardinal, which currently sits
champion in the 200 medley relay at No. 8 in CSCAA’s most recent
and has earned two Pac-12 Aca- coaches poll, owns the fourthhighest team grade-point average
demic honors.
In their first three years, Stan- of any division I team with a 3.52
ford has never finished worse than clip. Q

ATHLETES OF THE WEEK

Zion Gabriel
EASTSIDE PREP BASKETBALL
The sophomore guard
scored 31 points in a game
against Priory last week
and then followed that with
a 25-point effort against
Sacred Heart Prep.

Alistair Shaw
MENLO SOCCER
The versatile junior scored
three times in a win last
week and then played
defender when the Knights
were a man down in a 1-0
win over SH Prep.

Honorable mention
Klara Astrom
Pinewood basketball

Sam Erisman*
Menlo basketball

Katie Guenin*
Menlo-Atherton soccer

Carly Leong
Palo Alto basketball

Carly McLanahan
Menlo-Atherton basketball

Diana Morales
Menlo-Atherton soccer

Lucas Harris
Priory basketball

Eric Norton
Menlo-Atherton basketball

Kyle Stalder
Sacred Heart Prep basketball

Miles Tention
Palo Alto basketball

Joshua Walker-Ford
Eastside Prep basketball

Riley Woodson
Menlo basketball
* Previous winners

Watch video interviews of the Athletes of the Week, go to PASportsOnline.com
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Erika Demma
650.740.2970
edemma@cbnorcal.com
CalBRE #01230766
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618 Manzanita Wy
$8,695,000
Beautifully remodeled 4BD/4.5BA home,
equestrian facilities plus a private pool
& spa, all on more than 2.6 magnificent
landscaped acres.

Hossein Djalali
650.740.2233

www.hjalali.com
hdjalali@cbnorcal.com
CalBRE #01215831
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Camille Eder
650.464.4598
camille.eder@gmail.com
CalBRE #01394600

1025 San Mateo Dr. Price Upon Request
Exceptional brand new contemporarystyle home. 6 BD/5.5 BA + office, movie
theater, wine cellar, & lower level w/ large
patio. Minutes to downtown MP.
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355 Lloyden Park Lane
$2,698,000
Private, Tasteful SINGLE STORY. NEW
kitchen, New Master Bath, HW Floors,
DBL pane windows, pool and so much
more! www.355LloydenParkLane.com

Billy McNair
650.862.3266
www.mcnairgroup.com
billy@mcnairgroup.com
CalBRE #01343603

131 Mimosa Way
$2,595,000
Updated 4 bedroom Ladera home on
quiet cul-de-sac. Open floor plan, high
ceilings & kitchen-family great room.
Large patio & flat lawn. Las Lomitas.

THIS IS HOME
This is where snow ball ﬁghts take place, the great outdoors
are enjoyed and warm and cozy jackets are a must.

Coldwell Banker. Where Home Begins.
#ThisIsHome

californiahome.me |

/cbcalifornia |

/cb_california |

/cbcalifornia |

/coldwellbanker
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