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Client
Testimonials
@ schoelerman.com

Call Jackie and Richard to Sell Your Home
Sold Over $220,000,000 of Homes

Richard

Jackie

650-566-8033

650-855-9700

jackie@schoelerman.com

richard@schoelerman.com
BRE # 01413607

BRE # 01092400

www.schoelerman.com
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OPEN HOUSE SUNDAY 1:30–4:30P

Portola Valley Estate
6 Blue Oaks Court, Portola Valley

Offered at $5,495,000
Beds 4 | Full Baths 3 | Half Baths 3
Home ±7,280 sf | Lot ±2.76 acres

Visit 6BlueOaksCt.com for more photos and information

Michael Dreyfus, Broker
650.485.3476
michael.dreyfus@dreyfussir.com

Summer Brill, Sales Associate
650.468.2989
summer.brill@dreyfussir.com

Noelle Queen, Sales Associate
650.427.9211
noelle.queen@dreyfussir.com

License No. 01121795

License No. 01891857

License No. 01917593

Downtown Palo Alto

Sand Hill Road

dreyfussir.com

728 Emerson Street, Palo Alto
650.644.3474

2100 Sand Hill Road, Menlo Park
650.847.1141
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Local Knowledge • National Exposure • Global Reach
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Upfront

Local news, information and analysis

YMCA: Shrinking membership is forcing gym closure
Page Mill branch in Palo Alto is less lucrative than
other locations, executives say
by Elena Kadvany

C

iting for the first time a
decline in membership
and inability to attract new
members due to an increasingly
competitive market, YMCA of
Silicon Valley leaders Wednesday evening defended their decision to close the organization’s
35-year-old Page Mill Road facil-

ity in Palo Alto this fall.
YMCA of Silicon Valley President Kathy Riggins, COO Elizabeth Jordan and several board
members’ explanation of what
seems to be a pragmatic business decision to focus resources
elsewhere once the YMCA’s lease
of the Palo Alto Square base-

ment space ends Oct. 1 continually clashed with the emotionally
charged members who attended
Wednesday’s informational meeting. YMCA leadership initially
prevented the media from attending but did not object once the
meeting was underway.
Since 2009, the Page Mill Road
gym has seen a steady but not
sharp decrease in membership,
from close to 1,575 units in 2009
to fewer than 1,425 in 2014. (A
“unit” can be an individual or

family.) Annual revenue has more
steeply declined, from $1,313,000
in 2011 to $1,232,000 in 2014.
Jordan said after the meeting
that the Page Mill facility had a
revenue shortfall of $215,000 for
the fiscal year that just ended.
“Prior to that, for the last four
years, it was anywhere between
$83,000 and $120,000,” she added.
“We worked hard to try to attract
new members. One of the things
we have found is that it is difficult
when you have a facility that tends

to be smaller than others in the
marketplace and that needs some
significant improvements in order
to be attractive. It’s been a very
challenging position to be in.”
Jordan said that the Palo Alto
Family YMCA on Ross Road as
well as other nearby locations have
seen increases in membership. She
described the Ross Road facility
— with a pool, larger gym and
room to host summer camps — as
VÌÕi`ÊÊ«>}iÊ£x®

CITY HALL

East Palo Alto to seek
new city manager
Council plans to hire headhunter to find
a replacement for Magda Gonzalez
by Sue Dremann
he City of East Palo Alto
Statewide tenants’ rights group
plans to replace its current Tenants Together obtained 3,000
city manager, Magda Gon- pages of city documents through
zalez, the City Council indicated the California Public Records Act,
at its Tuesday, July 15, meeting.
some of which purported to show
The council met in closed ses- that the audit was biased in favor of
sion Monday to discuss Gonzalez’s the landlords, which included the
contract, which expires Oct. 21.
city’s largest, Equity Residential.
City Attorney John Nagel conSome documents appeared to
firmed that the council will discuss show a close relationship between
hiring a recruitment professional to Gonzalez and Equity Residenfind another manager. Mayor Laura tial staff, including an email that
Martinez called a special meeting tipped the firm to three proposed
for July 22 to discuss retaining a
tenants’ rights
professional headhunter.
ordinances. The
Before Monday evening’s closed
email was not
session, an overflow crowd of resisent to any tendents came to City Hall to express
ant groups.
their displeasure with Gonzalez’s
Gonzalez told
actions as city manager and dethe Weekly last
mand her termination.
week that TenGonzalez has come under fire
ants Together
for conducting business with an
“cherry picked”
alleged lack of transparency, parthe documents.
Magda
ticularly when she considered posShe defended
Gonzalez
sibly outsourcing police services to
her record of
the San Mateo County Sheriff and support for the rights of underwhen she ordered an audit of the served communities over the
city’s Rent Stabilization Program.
years and said she fully supports
The latter incident caused a the rent program.
firestorm of protest after it was
Gonzalez, a former Redwood
revealed that the auditors inter- City deputy city manager, was
viewed three representatives of hired as East Palo Alto’s leader in
two large landlords but not any 2012. She did not return a request
tenants about the rent program. for comment Tuesday.
Rent board member Shyree RanMaureen Larsson, a rent stabidolph, a tenant, was interviewed lization board member, said she
by the consultant, but only in her believes that Gonzalez misjudged
capacity on the board and not as a the will of the people.
tenant, she has said.
“Any city manager who apThe audit targeted Rent Stabi- pears to undermine two of the
lization Program Administrator fundamental reasons for East Palo
Carol Lamont, accusing her of Alto’s incorporation — to deterbeing biased in favor of tenants. mine who polices us, and laws to
Lamont strongly disputed the al- protect residents from the abuse
legations and submitted her res- of exploitative landlords — isn’t
ignation in March in protest. Her a good fit with the city’s culture,”
last work day was May 10.
she said. N

T
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Ready for a spin
Jesus Sanchez, 7, smiles as he receives a new bike from Ashley Hernandez, left, and Lyndsey Marks,
far left, of the Silicon Valley Bicycle Coalition Tuesday. Employees of the company Accellion built
the bicycles, which will be donated to children at the Ravenswood City School District.

DEVELOPMENT

Board balks at approving controversial
Sherman Avenue development
Architectural Review Board splits in assessment of proposed three-story building
by Gennady Sheyner

W

ith protests from residents mounting, the city’s
Architectural Review
Board on Thursday deferred its
expected approval of a proposed
three-story building at 385 Sherman Ave., the latest in a string of
commercial developments slated
to go up in the business district
around California Avenue.
The development, proposed by
Daniel Minkoff, would replace a
one-story building next to Sarah
Wallis Park with a three-story
building that would have office
space on all three floors as well

as four residential units. The
building would be 45 feet tall and
would have a floor area of 55,465
square feet, the maximum allowed
under the underlying “community
commercial subdistrict” zone.
But after a discussion that
stretched for three-and-a-half
hours, a deeply ambivalent board
voted 3-2, with Clare Malone
Prichard and Robert Gooyer dissenting, to continue the discussion
at the board’s Aug. 21 meeting.
While the board’s vote delays the
approval of the project, it is not expected to halt it. Chair Lee Lippert,

who made the proposal to continue
the discussion, said he would be
willing to approve the project and
simply requested the applicant to
return with more information and
revisions at a later date. Two of his
colleagues, Malone Prichard and
Vice Chair Randy Popp, both advocated approving it on Thursday,
though they could not get the third
vote necessary to move the project
along.
In presenting the latest plans to
the board, project architect Rob
VÌÕi`ÊÊ«>}iÊ£È®
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Upfront

Michael Repka
Before you select a real estate agent, meet with Michael Repka
to discuss how his real estate law and tax back-ground beneﬁts
Ken DeLeon’s clients.

Managing Broker
DeLeon Realty
JD - Rutgers School of Law
L.L.M (Taxation)
NYU School of Law

(650) 488.7325
DRE# 01854880 | CA BAR# 255996

michaelr@deleonrealty.com

www.deleonrealty.com
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There seems to be something
wrong out there.
—John Fredrich, who is making his fifth bid for
the Palo Alto City Council, on the current council’s
degree of transparency. See story on page 7.

Around Town

FIFTEEN MINUTES OF FAME
... Who knew that Palo Alto’s
Baylands Nature Preserve is also
a TV celebrity? Next Wednesday,
July 23, the Baylands will make
a star appearance on the
Science Channel’s “Through the
Wormhole” show. “Through the
Wormhole” — whose host is none
other than Morgan Freeman —
“explores the deepest mysteries
of existence — the questions
that have puzzled mankind for
eternity,” the show’s website
description reads. Parts of next
week’s episode, “When Did
Time Begin?” were filmed in the
Baylands, at the sail station and
by the Pole Field at Byxbee Park.
The episode airs at 7 p.m.

IT’S YOUR PARK ... The City
of Palo Alto has launched a
“maptionnaire” to solicit input
on how Palo Altans travel to
and use the city’s 28 parks. The
interactive online tool hopes to
get citizens to help shape the
city’s Parks, Trails, Open Space
and Recreation Master Plan
— and collect interesting data
along the way. Features include
a map on which users can drop
pins on their favorite parks, a
questionnaire about how often
you visit your favorite park, what
you do there (bring kids to play,
play sports, relax, walk, run), an
option to draw on the map how
you get to that park and room to
give feedback and suggestions
for improvement on any issues
at any particular park. Users can
also drop pins on parks or places
that they think have problems.
Finally, the tool asks users to
“mark any barriers you experience
walking or biking in Palo Alto.
This could include difficult
intersections, lack of sidewalk
or trail connections, or anything
else that keeps you from getting
where you are going.” The datagathering questionnaire is posted
at http://maptionnaire.com/en/56/.
TESLA GOES AFFORDABLE?
... Palo Alto-based auto maker
Tesla confirmed on Twitter that

its planned third generation
car will be named the Model
3 and will carry a retail price
point more accessible to Silicon
Valley Joes: $35,000. According
to the website AutoExpress of
the UK, which got an exclusive
interview with Tesla founder and
CEO Elon Musk, the Model 3
will be able to travel 200 miles
without recharging. To date,
the company’s least expensive
vehicle, the Model S, has been
selling for at least $69,000. At
half that price, said AutoExpress,
the Model 3 could give BMW’s
electric 3 Series — plus makes by
Audi, Lexus and Mercedes — a
run for the money.

GOOGLE CLASS ... A glimpse into
22nd Century education — and
a giant sales pitch for all things
Google — will hit Palo Alto this
weekend as more than 1,200
teachers and administrators from
around the world descend on
Gunn High School for the 2014
Google in Education Summit.
The sold-out event is packed
with workshops like “Chrome is
the New Black,” “ITube, YouTube,
We AllTube for YouTube,” “Code
Breakers Society,” “Metaliteracy
for the 22nd Century” and “Using
Google Tools to Keep the Human
Element.” Keynotes will come
from Googlers like Claire Hughes
Johnson, who oversees the selfdriving cars division; Google
Maps Project Manager Evan
Rapoport; and Gunn parent Dan
Russell, Google’s “Uber Tech
Lead for Search Quality and User
Happiness.” Russell will opine
on “what it means to be literate
in the age of Google — at a time
when you can search billions of
texts in milliseconds.” Among
the presenters of more than 200
workshops is Gunn’s own Ronen
Habib, who will lead a session
called “Happiness and Mindfulness
in the Classroom — An Amazing
Tech Tool.” Habib, a teacher
and also Gunn’s technology
coordinator, launched a new class
in Positive Psychology at the
school last fall. N
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MOONLIGHT
RUN & WALK

SEPTEMBER 5, 2014

REGISTER ONLINE:
PaloAltoOnline.com/moonlight_run

Upfront
NONPROFITS

Services for homeless, low-income
residents face crisis

I

nnVision Shelter Network, the
largest provider of services for
homeless and needy persons
in Palo Alto, is scrambling to find
funding for its programs, according
to a memo received by the Weekly.
The nonprofit organization,
which manages the Opportunity
Center’s drop-in services and other programs, has been borrowing
funding from other programs in
its vast network for the past two
years, spokeswoman Mila Zelkha
told the Weekly.
The problem isn’t a lack of interest: Palo Alto’s high rate of volunteerism places it among the Network’s most engaged communities.
But “We have been unable thus far
to raise the funds in Palo Alto we
need to continue providing these
services. We hope to raise awareness of the homeless challenges in
the community and engender the
local financial support — that is,
from those who live and work in
Palo Alto. We need to continue
supporting those less fortunate in
our community,” Network leadership noted in the memo.

TALK ABOUT IT

PaloAltoOnline.com
What options, if any, do you think
the YMCA should explore for the
Page Mill branch at this point? Share
your opinion on Town Square, the
community discussion forum on
PaloAltoOnline.com.

by Sue Dremann
InnVision Shelter Network is the
product of a 2012 merger between
InnVision of Santa Clara County,
which was based in San Jose, and
Shelter Network, based in San
Mateo County. Mergers usually
take up to four years to straighten
out financially, but Palo Alto’s
programs pose some additional
challenges, Zelkha said. The Opportunity Center is the nonprofit’s
only multi-services drop in center;
other services the agency offers are
provided in conjunction with housing at 18 sites. These other sites are
funded by a wide range of sources,
including corporations, government, foundations and individuals.
Palo Alto’s program is not.
Santa Clara County doesn’t
provide any funding to the dropin center, although it does provide
funding for the Opportunity Center’s housing program, she said.
The Network operates four programs in Palo Alto: The drop-in
center, which provides comprehensive, coordinated-care services, including mental health
counseling, health care, medication, help with filling out paperwork for benefits, support groups,
showers and job counseling; Hotel
De Zink, which provides emergency shelter at local churches to
15 chronically homeless adults a
day, many who have mental illness; Breaking Bread, a hot-meals
program for low-income and

homeless persons; and the Food
Closet, which provides groceries
and ready-to-eat food to homeless
and low-income Palo Altans.
The cost of these services is
$813,000 annually. But the programs only receive $225,464, according to the nonprofit’s annual
budget. That leaves a $587,536
deficit. The Community Working
Group, which owns the Opportunity Center building, provides
$125,000 for operational expenses
from its endowment; the City of
Palo Alto pays out $49,515 annually from its Community Development Block Grant program and
Human Services Resource Allocation Process grants, according to
the budget. That funding covers
only part of the drop-in center’s
$641,060 budget; there is no other
funding, Zelkha said.
Shelter Network officials “went
into the merger with their eyes
open,” Zelkha said of the funding
gap. The new organization originally received generous transitional funding from corporate donors,
including the Sobrato and Packard
foundations, for merger costs, but
with no one else willing to step
up, the situation has reached a tipping point, Zelkha said.
Dr. Donald Barr, Community
Working Group founder and board
member, said the group has been
very pleased with the InnVision
Shelter Networks’ quality of work

ELECTION 2014

Race for Palo Alto City Council expands
Prior candidate John Fredrich to seek council term;
Karen Holman forms election committee

F

ormer Gunn High School
teacher John Fredrich, who
has made four prior bids for
the Palo Alto City Council, filed
a candidate intention statement
this week, indicating he is ready
for a fifth run.
Fredrich, a retired social studies teacher, last sought a council
bid in 2003, when he criticized
the government as “too cliquish” and argued that it “isn’t
representative of the broad interest of the city.” Now, he is once
again arguing that the council is
out of touch with the community,
particularly on issues relating to
development.
The Barron Park resident said
Tuesday he was disappointed
by the way the council acted in
approving the reconstruction of
California Avenue; by its inability to finish building the Mitch-

by Gennady Sheyner
ell Park Library and Community
Center on schedule; and by its
negotiations with John Arrillaga
in 2012 on a proposed office-andtheater complex on 27 University
Ave. The city’s lack of transparency in working with the billionaire developer, Fredrich said,
convinced him that the council
is “not dealing cards off the top
of the deck” and is disconnected
from the “emotional environment” of the community.
“There is an inability on
the council to deal with things
straight away and to keep people
informed in a timely manner and
make decisions in the interest of
the whole community,” Fredrich
told the Weekly. “There seems to
be something wrong out there.”
Fredrich called himself a
“residentialist” and said he opposes “upzoning” of sites un-

less it’s to protect retail. He is
not affiliated with the residents
group Palo Altans for Sensible
Zoning, which helped spearhead
last year’s referendum against a
housing project on Maybell Avenue and which includes in its
membership two other council
candidates, Eric Filseth and
Tom DuBois.
Like Filseth and DuBois, Fredrich was born in the Midwest,
having grown up in Milwaukee,
Wisconsin. He moved to California in 1965 to get an undergraduate degree in political science
from Stanford University. He later also earned a master’s degree
in teaching at Stanford. After 12
years of teaching at various California schools, he settled in at
Gunn, where he spent 20 years.
In an interview Tuesday, Fredrich called himself “a highly

iÀ>Ê*>ÃÌÕÀi

Budget deficit, lack of stable funding put Palo Alto programs
on shaky ground, provider says

Norman Williams walks through the courtyard of the Opportunity
Center in Palo Alto, which offers drop-in services for homeless
single adults and families.
and its cooperative staff and programs. But the Working Group has
also had to dip into its endowment
to pay for expenses that have been
higher than projected.
“We can’t go further into the
endowment,” he said. The Working Group receives donations, but
they are never enough to cover all
of the costs, he said.
“The city should take a long,
hard look if the services should
be budgeted through the Human
Services Task Force to ensure stability,” he said.
There has been no discussion
of cutting services at this point,
he added. But Zelkha said the
Network has been making adjustments. In May, it reduced the
Breaking Bread hot meals program from seven to five days per
week, saving $22,000 annually.
“We are redoing programs from
the inside out,” she said.
The nonprofit is working with
Second Harvest Food Bank to become the host agency for its food
closet program. And CalFresh,
a federally funded program that
helps low-income people buy
informed amateur who doesn’t
spend money to get elected.”
He said he will not be forming
a campaign committee and estimated that he will spend between $1,000 and $2,000 on the
council bid.
“I’m really concerned that
money gets thrown around in
politics on
every level,”
he said.
Fredrich
filed his statement of intent
Monday, July
14, according to City
Clerk Donna
Grider. He Karen Holman
is joining a
growing field of candidates for
the five contested seats on the
nine-member council. Of the
five incumbents whose terms
are ending this year, only Greg
Scharff and Mayor Nancy Shepherd have said they are planning
to run. Councilman Karen Holman hasn’t formally declared her
candidacy, but she recently filed
her statement of intention and
submitted paperwork to form an
election committee, strong signs

food, can provide additional resources, she said.
The nonprofit has also submitted a memo to Santa Clara County
Supervisor Joe Simitian to help
get the county’s social services
agency to provide satellite hours
at the Opportunity Center.
“We can add services into the
building without impacting costs,”
she said.
“This building does a tremendous amount of good work ...
and it has such great intentions,”
Zelkha said of the Opportunity
Center. “It immediately fulfilled
its promise by providing housing.
Now it remains this question of
how — for the folks who are not
housed upstairs — how do we engage those clients and how do we
fund those projects?”
Staff in the city’s Human Services department were not available for comment. Last year the
Human Services Resource Allocation Process provided Innvision
Shelter Network $8,920. N
Staff Writer Sue Dremann
can be emailed at sdremann@
paweekly.com.
that she is planning to seek a second term.
Larry Klein will be termed out
this year while Gail Price has said
she will not seek a second term.
With Holman seemingly set
to run, Fredrich’s entry into the
race brings the number of candidates up to eight. Filseth and
DuBois have
both filed
statements
of intent and
formed election committees. Claude
Ezran, former chairman of the
John Fredrich city’s Human Relations Commission, and retired
Boeing engineer Seelam Reddy
both declared their intentions
to run but have not formed
committees.
The filing period for candidates in the November election
began Monday. Candidates have
until Aug. 8 to file their paperwork, with a five-day extension for those in races in which
incumbents didn’t file election
documents. N
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Upfront
EDUCATION

Calling all Gunn High School alumni,
teachers, parents and friends
Birthday bash in September to celebrate Titan legacy of pride, innovation
by Chris Kenrick

28th
2014

The Bay Area’s Premier Summer Festival
July 19-20, 10am-6pm
Santa Cruz Avenue, Menlo Park
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PRESENTED BY

Clockwise from bottom left: Gunn High School’s first athletic
director, Bob Bow, talks to members of the school’s 50th
anniversary committee Miriam Rotman, Lynn Johnson and Sheryl
Humble, as Gunn’s first principal, Robert McLean, and former
English teacher Tim Farrell look on July 15.
do it any more, but it’s coming
back. The band directors have
embraced it and learned it.
“We live in such a fast-paced
world now, and it’s time to just
take a breath and enjoy things,”
Humble said.
Organizers are reaching out to as
many Gunn alumni and old-timers
as possible — including the school’s
first principal, Robert McLean,
who now lives in senior housing
in Cupertino, the first athletic director, Robert Bow and longtime
English teacher Tim Farrell.
“Through this process we’ve
learned how much pride the initial
group that came into Gunn had for
the school,” Rotman said. “There
was a feeling that they were starting something new, and they
wanted it to last for generations.
“Robert Bow (who stayed at the
school more than 20 years) said, ‘I
can speak about Gunn all night long.
I still bleed red, white and black.’”
Henry M. Gunn was superintendent of Palo Alto schools from
1950 to 1961, a period of explosive growth in Palo Alto that saw

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL:
CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANT FIRM
The East Palo Alto Sanitary District (District) is requesting
proposals (RFP) from qualiﬁed certiﬁed public accounting ﬁrms
to audit its ﬁnancial statements for the ﬁscal year ending June
30, 2014. The District previously requested proposals for this
same purpose, but at its discretion, rejected all bids received
and elected to reissue this RFP in an effort to obtain a wider
pool of proposals. The District invites previous proposers to
re-submit a proposal in response to this RFP. The District will
look favorably on proposals submitted with experience auditing
Special District agencies similar to us. Please contact the
District ofﬁce to obtain a copy of the request for proposal. The
deadline for receiving proposals is August 8, 2014.
7/25, 8/1/14
CNS-2645921#
PALO ALTO WEEKLY
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t was an era of optimism and
expansion in Palo Alto when
Henry M. Gunn High School
opened 50 years ago.
Tracts of new housing were rising on the southern end of town
and the Board of Education, led
by HP co-founder David Packard
and others, was quickly building
new schools to stay ahead of the
Baby Boomers.
This September, a group of
Gunn parents aims to recapture
that sense of abundance and opportunity in a three-day celebration of the school’s 50th birthday.
If Gunn’s recent history has
been shadowed by a devastating
string of student deaths by suicide
and internal battles over guidance
counseling and academic stress,
birthday organizers seek to take
a longer and broader view — celebrating Gunn as a premier U.S.
high school with a five-decade
history of innovation.
“We want to celebrate the legacy
of pride that existed at the school
instead of having the legacy of
bad news,” said one of the parents
involved in the planning, Miriam
Rotman, who moved to Palo Alto
from Israel 16 years ago. “We want
to resurrect that pride in being an
institution that seeks to forward
education in the community.”
Rotman and her friend Sheryl
Humble, a 1987 Gunn graduate
as well as a current Gunn parent, have teamed up with others
to organize the bash, which will
kick off with a pre-football game
barbecue Friday, Sept. 12, and include official ceremonies, a dance
party and sporting events over the
remainder of the weekend.
Humble, who was a cheerleader
in her student days at Gunn, hopes
the celebration will rekindle some
of the old traditions, such as the
singing of the Titan alma mater
after games.
“We used to sing it after every
game,” she recalled. “They don’t

the opening of 18 new elementary schools and two new middle
schools, as well as Cubberley
High School in 1956.
But Cubberley filled up and another new high school, named for
Gunn, opened eight years later in
the fall of 1964, with an enrollment of 600 sophomores and juniors. The school’s first class of
seniors graduated in June 1966.
“Few people, in the course of
their academic lives, have the opportunity of formulating the policy
of the institution they attend,” wrote
Gunn’s first student body president
in the school’s inaugural yearbook.
“We who attended Gunn this past
year had that chance.”
The 50th birthday festivities aim to re-ignite some of the
original passion and excitement
of those early years, Rotman and
Humble said.
“If the students today knew about
this great, rich history we have and
how these people felt when they
were building the school, it might
help them feel a little more connected,” Humble said.
Added Rotman, “We’re saying,
let’s not just think of school as a
stepping stone to college.”
Birthday organizers are soliciting memories on the “Henry M.
Gunn Alumni” Facebook page
and also urge graduates to email
gunnhighalumni@gmail.com
with their names and class years
so they can be added to the Gunn
High Alumni Association.
They’re also seeking local business sponsorships to help cover
costs for the event.
Gunn’s founding students,
teachers and parents were “proud
of their school, proud of this
mission in opening a new high
school, and we want to build on
that pride,” Rotman said. N
Staff Writer Chris Kenrick
can be emailed at ckenrick@
paweekly.com.

Upfront
EDUCATION
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A rendering shows the new Miranda Avenue drop-off at Gunn High School.

Workers put final touches on Gunn’s
new ‘Miranda Drop-Off’
New driveway, traffic circle, allows cars access to campus from Miranda Avenue
by Chris Kenrick
ing racks near the school’s two-story math and English building.
A new entrance on Miranda will
take cars onto a driveway that runs
parallel to the existing bike path
and extends all the way back to the
year-old math and English building. The first 230 feet of the driveway can be used for student dropoffs, and a 20-foot-wide rotary,
or circle, will allow cars to turn
around to exit campus. Beyond
the rotary, parking spaces will be
available for Gunn staff, construc-

D

rivers dropping off and
picking up students at Gunn
High School will have a new
way to access the campus by the
time school opens next month.
The new “Miranda Drop-Off”
for the first time will allow cars
access to the campus on a paved
driveway from Miranda Avenue,
near its intersection with Arastradero Road.
Bicyclists will get a separate entrance in the form of a ramp that
links the existing bike path to park-

tion manager Tom Hodges said.
The Miranda project includes
changes to the traffic signal serving cars exiting northbound Foothill Expressway and proceeding
across Arastradero to Miranda,
Hodges said. The new signal timing will be longer, he said, and
a right-turn lane will be painted
on Miranda for cars turning into
campus. Cars exiting the Miranda
drop-off will be required to turn
VÌÕi`ÊÊ«>}iÊ£x)
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Two-story classroom building
at Duveneck to open next month
Library, ‘flex-room’ also to open, but playing fields may be roped off until October
by Chris Kenrick

D

Embarcadero Media is a locally-owned and independent
multimedia company based in Palo Alto. We have published
in Palo Alto for the last 35 years, with award winning
publications such as the Palo Alto Weekly, Mountain View
Voice and Menlo Park Almanac on the Peninsula, and
the Pleasanton Weekly in the East Bay. In each of these
communities our papers are the dominate, best-read and
most respected among its various competitors. We also
operate extremely popular interactive community news and
information websites in all of our cities, plus unique onlineonly operations in Danville and San Ramon.
We’re looking for talented and articulate Outside Sales
Representatives for our Retail Sales Team. Experience
in online, social and print media sales is a plus, but not a
requirement. Familiarity with the advertising industry and
selling solutions to small and medium size businesses is a
big plus. Four year college degree is preferred.
As a Multimedia Account Executive, you will contact and
work with local businesses to expand their brand identity and
support their future success using marketing and advertising
opportunities available through our 4 marketing platforms:
print campaigns, website and mobile advertising, and email
marketing.
The ideal candidate is an organized and assertive selfstarter who loves working as a team to achieve sales goals,
possesses strong verbal, written, persuasive and listening
interpersonal skills, can provide exceptional customer
service and is not afraid of hard work to succeed.
If you have the passion to achieve great success in your
career and can contribute significantly to our leadership
position in the market, please email your resume and a cover
letter describing why you believe you are the right candidate
for this fantastic opportunity. (NO PHONE CALLS PLEASE)
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uveneck Elementary School
fourth- and fifth-graders
will occupy a new, twostory classroom building and
everybody will get a new library
when students go back to school
next month.
Sixteen months of construction and $11 million has yielded
the two-story building plus two
small, single-story classroom
buildings, for a net increase of
three classrooms at the school.
In addition, there’s a new “flex
room” — larger than a regular
classroom with ample storage
space — near the library.
Though Duveneck still resembles a construction zone, construction manager Tom Hodges said
everything except for the playing
field will be ready before opening
day Aug. 18.
“Except for a few day-care portables, the portables are gone from
Duveneck and they’re restoring the
fields,” Hodges said this week.

Multimedia Advertising
Sales Representative

A new two-story classroom building will open this fall at Duveneck
Elementary School in Palo Alto.
“The fields will get sodded veneck is the sixth such classroom
before school starts, but they’ll building to be built across the school
probably have to grow in until district in the past three years under
October, so they may be blocked the $378 million “Strong Schools”
off until October, like Fairmead- bond program approved by voters
ow was last year.”
in 2008. Other two-story buildings
Interior finishes on the two- have been in use, or are about to
story, eight-classroom building be opened, at Ohlone Elementary
are nearly complete, and furniture School, Fairmeadow Elementary
will be moved in during the first School, Jane Lathrop Stanford
week of August, he said.
Middle School and Gunn and Palo
The two-story building at Du- Alto high schools. N

Submit your resume and cover letter to:
Tom Zahiralis, Vice President Sales and Marketing
tzahiralis@embarcaderopublishing.com

450 Cambridge Avenue | Palo Alto, CA 94306 | 650.326.8210
PaloAltoOnline.com | TheAlmanacOnline.com | MountainViewOnline.com
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“It’s the smartest thing we’ve ever done.”
– STEVE AND SONNY HURST, BAY AREA

City of Palo Alto
NOTICE OF FINAL DATES ON OR BEFORE
WHICH DIRECT AND REBUTTAL ARGUMENTS
MAY BE SUBMITTED TO THE CITY CLERK IN
SUPPORT OF OR AGAINST THE MEASURES
IN PALO ALTO TO BE SUBMITTED TO THE
ELECTORS OF PALO ALTO AT A SPECIAL
ELECTION, TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 4, 2014

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that Tuesday, August 12, 2014, at
5:30 p.m., has been ﬁxed as the ﬁnal date and time when direct
arguments for or against any qualifying ballot measure may be
submitted to the City Clerk for printing and distribution to the
voters of the City. The deadline for ﬁling rebuttal arguments
with the City Clerk has been set for Tuesday, August 19, 2014,
at 5:30 p.m.
The polls will be open from 7:00 a.m. until 8:00 p.m. on Tuesday,
November 4, 2014.
All materials to be printed in the Sample Ballot regarding the
measure will be available for public examination from Wednesday,
August 20, 2014 through Friday, August 29, 2014, online at
http://www.cityofpaloalto.org/gov/depts/clk/elections.asp and
in the City Clerk’s ofﬁce on the seventh ﬂoor.
DONNA J. GRIDER, MMC
City Clerk

A charitable gift annuity (CGA) with
American Associates, Ben-Gurion University
of the Negev offers you high ﬁxed-rate
income for life and amazing tax beneﬁts.
It also supports exceptional education for Israel’s young
people, and forges pioneering research in medicine,
renewable energies, water resource management, desert
agriculture, and more.
FIXED LIFETIME RATES
Age



Rate



 



Tax Free*

 



 









 

 





 

*In the month you use cash to establish a gift annuity, a ﬁnal calculation
is made determining the portion that will be paid to you tax-free.
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Upfront
NOTICE OF INTENT TO AWARD A
LONG TERM LEASE TO AVENIDAS

EDUCATION

Work begins on new
Performing Arts Center at Paly
With a second major project to break ground mid-year, students to face parking squeeze
by Chris Kenrick

P

alo Alto High School students will encounter a construction zone and a parking squeeze this fall as two major
building projects take shape on
opposite sides of campus.
Workers have fenced off all
parking spaces to the left of Paly’s
Embarcadero entrance, clearing
the asphalt to make way for work
on a new Performing Arts Center
to rise near the perimeter of campus, across from Trader Joe’s in
Town and Country Village.
On the Churchill Avenue-facing side of Paly, demolition of
the school’s two gymnasiums is
now slated for the end of the year,
clearing the way for construction
of a new athletic center.
Campus parking will be reduced
by about 110 spaces while both
projects are under construction.
“We’ve been telling (the school)
that everything they can do to get
kids on bikes is going to be helpful,”
construction manager Tom Hodges
said. “After these projects are done,
things will improve greatly.”
The payoff for years of construction noise and dust will come
in about two years — the summer
of 2016 — when Paly students
and teachers will have a state-ofthe-art Performing Arts Center
and an Athletic Center to go along
with other recently completed new
buildings on campus.
But even then, there will be two
smaller projects ahead: renovation
of the school library and a $5.5
million science addition, both

likely to begin in 2016.
When the 2014-15 school year
opens next month, students will
occupy two major new buildings:
a two-story, 27-classroom math
and social studies building near
the railroad tracks between the
400 Building and the Corporation
Yard, and a 23,000-square-foot
Media Arts Building, a home for
Paly’s journalism and photography programs.
But portable classrooms in the
quad — installed four years ago
for “temporary” use — will remain through the next construction
phase. The portables will be reconfigured as science labs as well as
for locker rooms for physical education and school athletic teams.
A delay in demolition of the
old gyms — from the originally
scheduled June until probably December — means Paly’s pool will
be available for fall water polo
before it closes for the duration of
construction on the Athletic Center, according to school officials.
Most of the new building and renovation of Paly’s campus has been
funded through the $378 million
“Strong Schools” bond, approved
by voters in 2008. Major planning
and construction expenditures at
Paly have included $4.7 million
in improvements to the track and
football stadium, a $2.6 million
field for soccer, softball and baseball, $34 million combined for the
two-story classroom building and
the Media Arts Center and $1.2
million in improvements to the

Tower Building.
An additional $24.4 million is
budgeted for the Performing Arts
Center, which will include a 583seat theater.
Most of the cost of the new Athletic Center — now estimated at
$36 million to $40 million — will
be covered by a private donation,
but the district’s budgeted share
recently more than doubled from
$5.7 million to $12.8 million.
In addition, the school district
remains in court over $3.5 million
in disputed funds in its $25 million contract with Taisei Construction Corp. for construction of the
Media Arts Center and two-story
classroom building. The contractor
sued the district last year, alleging
that “unbuildable design elements
within the plans and specifications” caused problems and in
some cases forced them to “remove and replace completed work
elements so that buildable followon work could be completed.”
A case management conference in the lawsuit is scheduled
for Aug. 28 in Santa Clara County
Superior Court. N

FOR CITY OWNED PROPERTY LOCATED
AT 450 BRYANT STREET, PALO ALTO
Notice is hereby given that the Palo Alto City Council will
consider entering into a new lease for a City owned building at 450 Bryant Street with Avenidas, a provider of senior
services to the community. Avenidas has been providing
senior services at this location for the past thirty seven (37)
years. This public notice is required according to City’s
Policy and Procedure Section 1-11/ASD – Leased Use of
City Land/Facilities. A copy of this notice will be mailed to
property owners and tenants within 300 feet of the subject property in accordance with Section 18.77.080(d) of
the Palo Alto Municipal Code (PAMC). The City Council
will review and approve the ﬁnal lease at a regular Council meeting in the next 120 days. The City will provide a
second public notice thirty (30) days prior to the Council
meeting to award the lease.
The terms of the lease will be similar to the current ones
and will include a ﬁfty (50) year term at the rental rate
of one ($1.00) a year. Avenidas will be responsible for
the maintenance and operation of the property as well
as their allocated utility costs. The City will grant a nonexclusive right to Avenidas to use twenty–ﬁve parking
spaces in Lot C for the accommodation of parking needs
for its clients.
For additional information, please contact Hamid
Ghaemmaghami, Manager of Real Property, City of
Palo Alto at (650) 329-2264, or email: hamid.ghaemmghami@cityofpaloalto.com
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News Digest
Judge sides with family in special-ed case
A federal judge has sided with a Palo Alto family in an interim
ruling that orders the Palo Alto Unified School District to provide
in-home education for a 12-year-old boy with severe autism.
The parents of the boy, “S.C.” sued the school district in March,
alleging that Palo Alto Unified violated U.S. law when it refused to
offer in-home education to the student after the family moved to Palo
Alto in early 2013.
Prior to moving to Palo Alto, the child had received in-home education in the Pajaro Valley Unified School District, and his parents
have maintained he should have access to the same kind of program
in Palo Alto.
The district instead proposed a “comparable” educational program
for the boy but on a school campus.
At issue in the ruling is the “stay put” provision of the U.S. Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA), which — pending
resolution of any dispute between parents and a district over a child’s
placement — requires districts to maintain a disabled student’s educational program from the previous district.
The family initially appealed the district’s offer of an in-school
program to the California Office of Administrative Hearing, which
sided with the school district in a decision issued Dec. 31, 2013.
The family is seeking judicial review of that decision in the current
federal lawsuit, in which U.S. Magistrate Judge Howard R. Lloyd
last month issued the preliminary injunction ordering the district to
provide in-home services pending resolution.
The judge accepted the family’s argument that the “stay put” provision means the district must replicate the services the child received in Pajaro Valley. N
—Chris Kenrick

Ronald McDonald House to double in size
A planned expansion for the Ronald McDonald House at Stanford
officially broke ground Monday morning, putting the facility on its
way to becoming the largest of the 337 Ronald McDonald Houses
across the world.
When completed, the new, 562,000-square-foot facility will add
67 new private rooms to make for a total of 123 rooms to accommodate a greater number of families of critically ill children being
treated at Lucile Packard Children’s Hospital.
Construction is expected to take 15 to 18 months.
“There are currently between 40 to 50 families on our daily waiting list, and this demand will only increase in the coming years as
Lucile Packard Children’s Hospital Stanford continues to expand,”
Annette Eros, Ronald McDonald House chief executive officer,
stated in a press release.
Ronald McDonald House has raised a significant portion of private
funding for the expansion, officials said, but a $40.5 million goal has
been set to fully fund the project. The expansion project website is at
www.hopeisgrowingcampaign.org. N
—Sue Dremann

Man robbed at gunpoint near City Hall

LOOK FOR THE PALO ALTO WEEKLY BEST OF 2014
NEXT FRIDAY IN PRINT AND ONLINE
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Palo Alto police received a call at 1:27 a.m.
Monday from a man who said he had been robbed
at gunpoint in the 200 block of Hamilton Avenue
in Palo Alto, near City Hall. Officers checked the
area but were unable to find the robber.
The middle-aged man said he had been walking
when he was approached from behind by someone
who called out and demanded his cell phone and
wallet, police said. When the man turned around, he
saw the robber holding a black semi-automatic handgun. Initially the gun was pointed at the ground, but when the man did
not immediately hand over his cell phone and wallet, the robber pulled
back the slide on the gun as if to chamber a round, police said.
The man then handed over his cell phone and wallet, after which
the robber ordered him to walk away on Hamilton. He was not injured, police said.
The robber was described as a light-skinned male of an unknown
race, about 30 years old, 5-feet-10-inches tall and about 175 pounds
with a medium build. Police said he was wearing dark sunglasses, a
dark colored beanie, a dark long-sleeve shirt and dark pants.
The incident wast the first armed robbery in Palo Alto in more
than three months, police said.
The Menlo Park Police Department are investigating a similar
armed robbery that happened less than two miles away at about 6:40
p.m. on Sunday, July 13, on Gilbert Avenue near Pope Street. In that
case, a white male dressed in manner similar to the alleged robber
in Palo Alto and also armed with a semi-automatic pistol robbed two
teens of their cell phones and wallets. N
—Elena Kadvany

Upfront
TRANSPORTATION

County embarks on long road to fix
congested expressways
Major changes planned for Page Mill Road, Foothill Expressway
by Gennady Sheyner

F

aced with thickening traffic jams throughout its expressway network, Santa
Clara County officials are considering a range of long-term
projects that would add driving
lanes and under- or overpasses
to segments of particularly busy
roads, including Page Mill Road
and Foothill Expressway.
At the same time, local and regional transportation officials are
backing away from a prior proposal to install traffic lights on the
chronically congested interchange
of Interstate 280 and Page Mill
Road, where lines of stationary
southbound cars routinely stretch
past the off-ramp and onto the
highway proper. The plan, which
has been in the works since 2011
and which has the support of Caltrans (the state Department of
Transportation), is now back in the
slow lane after opposition from
Los Altos Hills, where residents
and council members vehemently
criticized it in recent months. The
proposed traffic signals will now
be a part of a broader study of the

Page Mill corridor.
The recent developments
around the highway interchange
underscore the steep political
challenges transportation officials
are facing as they look for ways to
increase capacity and traffic flow
on the county’s expressways, a
system created in the 1960s that is
used daily by about 55 percent of
Santa Clara County residents, according to Dawn Cameron of the
county’s Roads and Airports Department. The department is now
working on updating Expressway
Plan 2040, a document that will
evaluate possible changes to expressways, including the widening
of Page Mill from four lanes to
six and grade-separating Foothill
Expressway so that it dips under
Arastradero Road.
Both expressways are already
facing heavy traffic, which is expected to get worse in the years
to come. The Page Mill-Oregon
expressway currently accommodates about 134,000 vehicle trips
per day, making it the sixth busiest in the network. But unlike the

busiest expressways — Capital,
Lawrence and San Tomas — it is
a four-lane road (others have six or
eight lanes), which further exacerbates the congestion. The four-lane
Foothill Expressway has about
94,000 vehicle trips per day.
Furthermore, both expressways
include intersections with the
worst possible traffic conditions,
known as “level of service F.” This
means cars are often forced to wait
through several traffic-light cycles
before they clear the intersection.
The intersection of Foothill Expressway and Page Mill Road
(which becomes Oregon Expressway east of El Camino Real) now
experiences the third-highest level
of delay in the entire expressway
network during both the morning
and evening commute periods,
with an average of 118.9 seconds.
“Traffic volumes are returning
to the great pre-recession levels,
leading to increasing traffic congestion throughout the expressway network,” Cameron told the

NOTICE OF A PUBLIC MEETING
of the Palo Alto
Planning & Transportation
Commission
Please be advised the Planning and Transportation Commission
(P&TC) shall conduct a public meeting at 6:00 PM, Wednesday,
July 30, 2014 in the Council Conference Room, Ground Floor,
Civic Center, Palo Alto, California. Any interested persons may
appear and be heard on these items.
Staff reports for agendized items are available via the City’s main
website at www.cityofpaloalto.org and also at the Planning
Division Front Desk, 5th Floor, City Hall, after 2:00 PM on the
Friday preceding the meeting date. Copies will be made available
at the Development Center should City Hall be closed on the 9/80
Friday.
Study Session
1. Planned Community (PC) Zoning Reform: Study Session
on possible revisions to the Planned Community (PC)
District Regulations. For more information contact Consuelo
Hernandez at consuelo.hernandez@cityofpaloalto.org
Public Hearing
2. Review of Draft Modifications to Build To Line Requirements in
Palo Alto Municipal Code Chapter 18.16. For more information
contact Amy French at amy.french@cityofpaloalto.org
Questions. For any questions regarding the above items, please contact
the Planning Department at (650) 329-2441. The files relating to these
items are available for inspection weekdays between the hours of 8:00
AM to 5:00 PM. This public meeting is televised live on Government
Access Channel 26.
ADA. The City of Palo Alto does not discriminate against individuals
with disabilities. To request an accommodation for this meeting or an
alternative format for any related printed materials, please contact the
City’s ADA Coordinator at 650.329.2550 (voice) or by e-mailing ada@
cityofpaloalto.org.

Hillary Gitelman,
Director of Planning and Community Environment
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Stunning New Construction

Elegantly Designed and Built to Perfection
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Lan Liu Bowling

Lan Liu Bowling

John Chung
Keller Williams

presents

Broker-Associate

813 Sutter Avenue
Palo Alto

Lan@LanBowling.com

johnmc@kw.com

CalBRE # 01248958

CalBRE# 01720510

(650) 269-7538

(650) 520-3407
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Roads
VÌÕi`ÊvÀÊ«>}iÊ£Î®

Palo Alto City Council during a
June 16 presentation.
Things are expected to get much
worse by 2025, when half of the
expressway system is expected
to drop to service level “F” and
when half of all the intersections
are projected to function at the
lowest level of service.
As part of its environmental
analysis for a new expressway
plan, the county is exploring various long-term projects with local
jurisdictions. Some of the options
include an underpass at the Foothill and Page Mill intersection;
the widening of Page Mill from
four to six lanes west of Foothill;
and grade separation of Foothill
at Arastradero Road, near Gunn
High School. The lattermost intersection is projected to drop to
service level “F” by 2025.
Cameron told the Palo Alto
council that when it comes to the
busy intersection of Page Mill and
Foothill, grade separation is the
only way to significantly improve
the traffic flow.
“We can’t fix that without grade

improvements,” Cameron said.
“The ‘F’ is so deep and is projected to get so much worse.”
These alternatives will be further
evaluated in an update of the county’s General Plan’s section known
as the “Circulation and Mobility
Element.” County officials solicited
comments about the scope of the
element’s environmental-impact
report in June and have begun to
put together the document.
But even after the plan is complete, the county will have to
surmount significant hurdles to
make the needed improvements.
This includes identifying funding sources for the projects (the
expressway system does not have
a dedicated funding source) and
winning political support for
these ambitious and highly visible projects.
The latter challenges were
highlighted in the recent battle
over traffic signals at the Page
Mill Road interchange. In March,
hundreds of Los Altos Hills residents signed a petition challenging this project, which has been
in the works since 2011. About 70
attended the March 20 meeting of
the City Council to urge opposition to the plan.

Public Agenda
A preview of Palo Alto government meetings next week
CITY COUNCIL ... The council has no meetings scheduled this week.

“We are deeply worried that
the signalization project would
jeopardize our safety, further
erode our rural environment and
negatively impact our property
values,” the petition stated. “The
implementation of the signalization project would result in a
number of risk factors affecting
not only the neighborhood in the
vicinity of the interchange but
also numerous other areas of Los
Altos Hills.”
Faced with the swell of opposition, the county and Caltrans
agreed recently to postpone the
project and to do further analysis
of the corridor before proceeding
with the changes. On June 24, the
county’s Board of Supervisors
approved a consulting contract to
make improvements on this interchange “upon achieving consensus among the cities and County
on an overall concept plan.”
Rather than proceeding with the
traffic signals, the purpose now
is to come up with a broader design “that can be implemented in
a phased approach” and that will
be integrated into the project list
in Expressway Plan 2040, according to a county report.
At a May 15 council meeting,
Los Altos Hills Mayor John Radford lauded the change in plans.
“We’ve gone from two months
ago having 500 residents sign a
petitions saying we didn’t know
what we’re talking about to now
a plan that’s systematic, that in-

i>`ÞÊ- iÞiÀ

Upfront

Traffic at Page Mill Road and Foothill Expressway is often backed
up during the morning and evening commutes.
volves all the partners, where Los short roadway” and the “very
Altos Hills has a significant part- limited sight lines” on the ramp.
nership in the outcome,” Radford “I’ve always been concerned that
said. “It recognizes that the solu- there’s going to be some major action at 280 and Page Mill is not cident at some point.”
simply a set of lights but a much
Though the county estimates
broader and integrated plan that the cost of redesigning and reconwe have looked at before.”
structing the ramp to be about $130
The consultant hired by the million, regional and local officials
county will also look at possible are thinking of other ways to make
improvements to the steep, short the intersection safer, including
and frequently backed-up Page traffic-signal improvements and
Mill and Alma Street interchange, realignments of other existing
which was constructed in 1954 roads to steer drivers away from
and which continues to concern the Alma ramps. The city would
Palo Alto officials. At the June have to contribute $60,000 for the
16 council meeting, Councilman county to study near-term improveLarry Klein characterized the ments to the ramp system, Palo Alramp as “an accident waiting to to’s Chief Transportation Official
happen.”
Jaime Rodriguez told the council
“As long as I’ve lived here, I’ve on June 16. N
Staff Writer Gennady Sheyner
been concerned about the ramp
from Alma onto Page Mill-Ore- can be emailed at gsheyner@
gon,” Klein said, noting the “very paweekly.com.
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Upfront

YMCA
VÌÕi`ÊvÀÊ«>}iÊx®

more “versatile” than Page Mill,
which is housed in a basement.
Ross Road is able to compete with
the amenities offered by competitors in the area such as the Oshman Family Jewish Community
Center, Equinox and the numerous
boutique gyms that have opened in
Palo Alto in recent years. She said
the proximity of Equinox — located directly across El Camino Real
from the Page Mill branch — has
“been a real hamstring for us.”
Members took a microphone
one by one to express their indignation at the way the decision to
close the gym was made and to
urge leadership to find alternative
solutions.
“It seems like this is a meeting
that should have occurred months
ago,” member Chuck Kinney said
to a round of applause. “I get the
strong feeling that it’s over.”
“We’ve never closed the ranch
before,” Jordan told the Weekly after the meeting. “This is something
that happens so very rarely within
YMCAs. ... In my 22 years, it’s
certainly the only closing I’ve witnessed. We heard that clearly people
wanted to have a different process.
We can’t change what’s been done
... but we acknowledge it.”
Bud Bennington, a former Page
Mill Road board member, asked the
YMCA representatives if it would
be possible — or if they would be
willing — to work with the landlord to buy the members some
more time with a month-to-month
lease or a one-year extension.
Board member John Savage
said they did talk to the landlord,
WSJ Properties, about extending
the lease for a year.
“That’s what we thought would
be the right solution,” he said.

Quality Care.
Quality Life.

But the landlord is planning a
major renovation of the building for
early next year, Savage said, and
part of the conditions for renewing the lease would be to commit
to paying for those improvements.
They also said that the landlord
wants all improvements to happen at the same time, so postponing renovations of the gym while
the rest of the building’s revamp
moves forward wouldn’t make
sense. Jordan has said before that
the basement facility is in need of
many improvements, including for
30-year-old plumbing and a poorly
ventilated cycling room. Members
say they are largely happy with the
facility the way it is.
“I think we all need to recognize
the fundamentals don’t change,”
Savage said. “I don’t want to hold
out any false hope here.”
Another member asked if they
had considered raising Page Mill
membership fees to increase revenue or fund renovations — a

change many members have indicated they would support.
Jordan responded, “It’s hard to
justify charging the same fees as
Equinox to new members” when
Page Mill does not offer the same
level of amenities.
Members repeatedly asked for a
definitive “yes” or “no” to the suggestion of buying the Page Mill
gym more time with a short lease
extension, with board members,
Riggins and Jordan repeatedly
responding that they will take all
the input from Wednesday’s meeting into consideration.
“We haven’t even had a chance
to process the feedback that was
received tonight, so the plan over
next several days is to do that ...
certainly hear it, absorb it, recognize it,” Jordan said after the
meeting. “Right now, there’s no
change to the plan.” N
Online Editor Elena Kadvany
can be emailed at ekadvany@
paweekly.com.

Online This Week

These and other news stories were posted on Palo Alto Online
throughout the week. For longer versions, go to www.PaloAlto
Online.com/news.

Local attorney named to county judgeship
Charles E. Wilson II of East Palo Alto, a deputy district attorney at the Alameda County District Attorney’s Office, is one of
three new judges joining the bench at Santa Clara County Superior
Court, the county has announced. (Posted July 17, 8:27 a.m.)

Girl, 9, drowns in pool in Menlo Park
A 9-year-old girl died Tuesday night as a result of a drowning
at an apartment community pool in the 300 block of Sharon Park
Drive in Menlo Park, police reported. (Posted July 16, 8:35 a.m.)

Ed Arnold, former Palo Alto mayor, dies at 96
Edward Samuel Arnold, Jr., a longtime stockbroker who served
on the Palo Alto City Council for a decade during the city’s politically tumultuous 1960s, died July 6 following a period of declining health. (Posted July 15, 4:59 p.m.)

HP Chairman resigns for health reasons

Miranda Drop-Off
VÌÕi`ÊvÀÊ«>}iÊ®

right onto Miranda.
The $2 million Miranda addition is one of many school-construction projects completed or
underway across the district under
the $378 million “Strong Schools”
bond passed by voters in 2008.
Other “Strong Schools” projects at Gunn have included a
$4.8 million aquatics center, a $5
million industrial-arts building,
a $12.2 million second gym, a
$25 million project that included
the two-story math and English
building plus a five-classroom
World Languages building and
the retrofitting of older classrooms with air conditioning.
Still to come at Gunn is the socalled “Central Building Project”
that ultimately will see demolition of the current music building
and construction of an addition to
the front of Spangenberg Theater
that will include a student lounge
and activities area, student services, flexible classrooms and
potential space for a college and
career center. N

Hewlett-Packard Co. board chairman Ralph Whitworth is resigning July 16 for health reasons, the Palo Alto company announced today. (Posted July 15, 8:49 a.m.)

Woman reportedly sexually harassed in park
Police in Palo Alto are investigating an incident in which a
woman reported being harassed and groped as she sat in a park
in the College Terrace neighborhood on Friday morning. (Posted
July 12, 3:03 p.m.)

For those who want the best for their dog...

When life brings you unexpected challenges, Agility
Health is by your side with full service healthcare delivered
in the comfort and privacy of your home.
Company employed Personal Care Attendants available
to meet your hourly or live-in needs.

To learn more about Agility Health,
please call us at (650) 453-5100
or visit us online at www.agility-health.org
RN Care Management t Skilled Nursing Care t Rehabilitation
Care t Community Resources t Family Health Counseling

David Finckel & Wu Han,
Artistic Directors

EXPLORE WORLD-CLASS
CHAMBER MUSIC
Music@Menlo—the Bay Area’s premier chamber
music festival—offers an incomparable musical
experience: world-class concerts in intimate venues,
innovative programs performed by a cadre of the world’s
great musicians, and numerous free opportunities to
engage with artists and explore classical music.

THE 2014 FESTIVAL: AROUND DVOŘÁK
July 18–August 9, 2014 Menlo Park /Atherton, CA

% Exceptional Concerts % Free Café
Conversations
by World-Renowned
and Master Classes
Chamber Musicians
% Engaging Symposia
% Free Concerts by
Talented Young Artists and Lectures
from the Chamber
Music Institute
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We Welcome Puppies!

FOR TICKETS AND INFORMATION:
(650) 464-8733 | www.paloaltopetcare.com

- 650-331-0202
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Upfront

Sherman
VÌÕi`ÊvÀÊ«>}iÊx®

Zirkle of the firm Brick, LLC,
stressed the changes that have been
made to the designs since the board
last saw it at a preliminary hearing in December, when the board
was prohibited from taking a vote.
The architect withdrew a request
for an exemption that would have
allowed the building to be closer to
property lines than zoning regulations allow; reduced the height of
the building from 50 feet to 45 feet;
and set the third story farther back
than the rest of the building.
The sidewalk on Sherman, which
would have been 10 feet wide under
the first proposal, would now be
about 15 feet 8 inches wide, Zirkle
told the board Thursday.
“It allows us an ample zone for

planters, bicycle parking on the
site, landscape treatment and real
improvement on the sidewalk that
makes it a generous space in the
neighborhood and exceeding sidewalk widths from other portions
of the neighborhood,” he said.
The changes did not, however,
assuage the concerns of the residents, who packed into the small
Council Conference Room to address the board. The vast majority came from the nearby Birch
Court apartments and asked the
board to reject the plan.
“I believe this project is too
massive for the small site that
it sits on,” said Peter Holland, a
resident in one of the Birch Court
condominium buildings. “The
project rises to 45 feet and really
towers over the two-story condominium building that we’re calling Birch Court 2.”

CityView
A round-up

of Palo Alto government action this week

City Council
The council did not meet this week.

Architectural Review Board (July 17)
385 Sherman Ave.: The commission discussed the proposed three-story development at 385 Sherman Ave. and voted to continue the disucssion until Aug.
21. Yes: Lew, Lippert, Popp No: Gooyer, Malone Prichard
Signs: The board voted to continue its discussion of a master-sign program for
City Hall to Aug. 21. Yes: Unanimous

Inspirations
a guide to the spiritual community
FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH, UCC
£nxÊÕÃÊ,>`]Ê*>ÊÌÊUÊÈxä®ÊnxÈÈÈÈÓÊUÊÜÜÜ°vVV«>°À}Ê
Sunday Worship and Church School at 10 a.m.

This Sunday:

Philomena
Rev. Dr. Eileen Altman preaching
An Open and Affirming Congregation of the United Church of Christ
We celebrate Marriage Equality

Inspirations is a resource for ongoing religious services
and special events. To inquire about or to reserve space in
Inspirations, please contact Blanca Yoc at 223-6596
or email byoc@paweekly.com
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FEATURING
PERFORMANCES BY
Jeff Campbell
Spangalang
Roem Baur
Renzo Staiano
Johnny Neri Band
Hands on Fire
David Luning
Megan Slankard
T. Clemente Band
Jacob Jeffries Band
FREE Wi-Fi

Corner of
Lytton & Ramona

Ken Kiser, who also lives at
Birch Court, argued that the new
development would bring noise and
traffic to the area and that the parking offered is insufficient. He called
the plan for 385 Sherman “obviously incomplete and impractical” and
urged the board to reject it.
“The future quality of my lifestyle and happiness as a resident
of Palo Alto is about to be decided
by you and how you react to all
these issues,” Kiser said.
Attorney William Ross, representing a group of residents,
argued that the environmental
analysis for the development is
incomplete, that the plan to ease
the impact of construction is insufficient and that the potential
future traffic problems haven’t
been adequately studied.
One nearby resident lauded
the latest design changes. Brenda
Lowen thanked the applicant for
introducing design elements that
protect privacy. The changes include shifting the third story back
and relocating two trees to create
a screen between the new development and existing residents.
“Right now, I see trees and
sky and nobody looking into my
apartment,” Lowen said. “Because
my balcony, my living room, my
second bedroom all face the new
building, if that screen works, I’ll
be very relieved.”
She and Popp both stressed that
the applicant has property rights that
need to be respected. Popp called
the building “quite compatible” with
the area and argued that the massing and site organization “are very
thoughful and appropriate.”
Gooyer said he was “torn” about
the application but ultimately
tilted against approving it. Zirkle
offered on Thursday to make
the building shorter by another
two feet, but Gooyer argued that
greater changes would be needed
to win his support.
“Some of the main things that in
my mind needed to be addressed
by actually changing the shape of
the building haven’t been done,”
Gooyer said.
Board member Alexander Lew
was less critical, but he also advocated continuing the item to a future
date to give the applicant more time
to address the board’s comments
about landscaping, privacy and
massing. He called the development a “very controversial” project
and noted that the Thursday hearing
was the board’s first formal review.
Lew’s proposal fell by a 2-3 vote,
with only Chair Lee Lippert joining
him. Popp’s motion to have the project return at a later date but to place
the issues in dispute on the board’s
“consent calendar” (where the project would not be discussed in detail
unless a board member specifically
requests that it be pulled from the
calendar) also didn’t get the needed
votes. Faced with an awkward stalemate, Lippert then made a motion to
simply continue the item until Aug.
21, which advanced 3-2, with Popp
and Lew joining him.
“Ultimately, when it comes
back before us, hopefully a lot of
these issues will be addressed and
resolved,” Lippert said near the
conclusion of the hearing. N
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STYLE MEETS FUNCTIONALITY

Make your guests feel comfortable
and “at home” this holiday season.
END OF
Y
SALES E EAR
VENT!
GOING
ON NOW
.

Pulse
A weekly compendium
of vital statistics

POLICE CALLS
Palo Alto
July 9-15

Our Wallbeds Are:
✔ Price Match Guarantee! ✔ Stylish
✔ High Quality ✔ Comfortable
8* ,/Ê 6
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Financing Available!
Bring this ad for $300 off a wallbed
Mountain View 650.477.5532 (call for appointment)

www.wallbedsnmore.com

Violence related
Armed robbery . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Assault with a deadly weapon . . . . . . . 1
Battery . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Domestic violence . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
Elder abuse/physical. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Theft related
Commercial burglaries . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Credit card forgery . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Elder abuse/financial . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Embezzlement . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Grand theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8
Identity theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
Petty theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
Residential burglaries . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4
Vehicle related
Auto theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Driving with suspended license . . . . . 15
Driving without license . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5
Hit and run . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Theft from auto . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
Vehicle accident/minor injury . . . . . . . 11
Vehicle accident/no injury. . . . . . . . . . . 1
Vehicle accident/property damage. . . . 9
Vehicle tow . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
Alcohol or drug related
Drinking in public . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7
Driving under influence . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Drunk in public . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8
Open container. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5
Possession of drugs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Miscellaneous
Found property. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Lost property . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Missing person . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Other/misc. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6
Outside investigation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Possession of stolen property . . . . . . . 1
Suspicious circumstances . . . . . . . . . . 1
Vandalism . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
Warrant/other agency . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1

Menlo Park
July 9-15

Our life here

Palo Alto Is The

BEST PLACE
To Retire.
Webster House is now a member of Episcopal Senior Communities, the not-for-proﬁt organization
that owns and operates Canterbury Woods, Los Gatos Meadows, San Francisco Towers, Spring
Lake Village, and St. Paul’s Towers. Ideally located near the wonderful mix of shops, restaurants,
and art galleries, our newly renovated apartments, gracious amenities, enriched services, and new
programs make living here a style of life that offers you real peace-of-mind in a welcoming
community with the advantages of continuing care. To learn more, or for your personal visit,
please call 650.838.4004.

websterhousepaloalto.org

A not-for-proﬁt community owned and operated by JTM/Lytton Gardens and Episcopal Senior Communities. License No. 435294364 COA #246. EPWH695-01BA 070414

Page 18ÊUÊÕÞÊ£n]ÊÓä£{ÊUÊ*>ÊÌÊ7iiÞÊUÊÜÜÜ°*>Ì"i°V

VIOLENT CRIMES
Palo Alto
Webster Street, 3/25, 8:14 a.m.; sexual
assault/rape.
300 block University Ave., 7/9, 1 p.m.;
assault with a deadly weapon.
California Avenue, 7/11, 1:04 a.m.;
domestic violence/battery.
1700 Sand Hill Road., 7/11, 8:02 a.m.;
battery/simple.
Dartmouth Street, 7/11, 11:28 a.m.;
battery/simple.
200 block Hamilton Ave., 7/14, 1:27
a.m.; robbery/armed.
Laguna Court, 7/14, 11:16 a.m.; elder
abuse/physical.
3412 Ross Road, 7/14, 12:22 p.m.;
battery/simple.
739 Clark Way, 7/14, 3:38 p.m.;
domestic violence/battery.

Menlo Park

Your style, your neighborhood.

401 Webster Street, Palo Alto, CA 94301

Violence related
Armed robbery . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Assault with a deadly weapon . . . . . . . 1
Domestic violence . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Theft related
Fraud . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Petty theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5
Vehicle related
Abandoned auto . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Auto recovery . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
Auto theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Driving with suspended license . . . . . . 6
False registration. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Hit and run . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Theft from auto . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Vehicle accident/minor injury . . . . . . . . 3
Vehicle accident/no injury. . . . . . . . . . . 4
Alcohol or drug related
Driving under influence . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
Possession of drugs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4
Possession of paraphernalia. . . . . . . . . 1
Under influence of drugs . . . . . . . . . . . 3
Miscellaneous
Accidental drowning . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
CPS cross report . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Disturbing/annoying phone calls. . . . . . 1
Info case . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5
Located missing person . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Lost property . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
Outside assistance . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Probation violation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Psychiatric hold . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5
Vandalism . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
Warrant arrest. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10

1300 block Henderson Ave., 7/9, 4:22
p.m.; assault with a deadly weapon.
Gilbert Avenue and Pope Street, 7/13,
6:47 p.m.; armed robbery.
Willow Road and U.S. Highway 101,
7/15, 12:43 p.m.; domestic assault.

Transitions

Diane Shaff

Births, marriages and deaths

Helen Smith
Helen Virginia Smith, a teacher,
artist and Palo Alto resident for 60
years, died suddenly on July 12.
She was 92.
She was
born Helen
Rising on
Oct.
18,
1921,
in
Champaign,
Illinois.
When she
was a toddler her family moved to
California, where she was raised
in Beverly Hills. In her youth, she
played piano and learned to act.
At Beverly Hills High School she
performed alongside entertainer
Betty White in a production of
“Pride and Prejudice.”
She studied drama and English literature at the University of
California, Los Angeles, for three
semesters before trying out acting
in San Francisco on a radio show
called “The Great Gunns.” It was
canceled after six months, and she
returned to Beverly Hills, deciding not to pursue acting further.
In September 1940, she married Phil de Barros, a former high
school classmate, with whom she
had two children, Philip and Paul.
The couple divorced in 1948, and
she went back to school at UCLA
to earn a teaching degree. There
she met Hershel D. Smith, who
was studying chemistry, and they
married on August 12, 1951.
In 1952 the family moved to
Menlo Park, so that she could take
a position teaching first grade in
the Ravenswood School District and Hershel could continue
medical school. They moved to
Palo Alto in 1954. She taught for
five years at Willow, Costaño and
James Flood elementary schools
before she began working in the
district office, helping teachers
with their reading programs. She
retired around 1976.
Later in life she became involved
with the Palo Alto Art Club (now
the Pacific Art League), studying
with Howard Brodie, Mitchell
Johnson and others. She loved the
watercolor medium, as well as
sketching and sumi-e brush painting. She was president of the club
for two years, beginning in 1982.
She and Hershel also volunteered
with the Friends of the Palo Alto
Library.
She is survived by her husband,
Hershel, of Palo Alto; her brother, Lucien Rising, of Colorado
Springs, Colorado; her sons, Paul
de Barros of Seattle and Philip de
Barros of San Diego; her nephews, Greer Rising of Virginia and
John Rising of Colorado Springs;
four grandchildren; and one greatgranddaughter.
A private memorial service will
be held at a later date.

Richard Patrick Brennan
Resident of Palo Alto
Richard Patrick Brennan,
journalist, editor, author,
adventurer, died at his Palo Alto
home on July 4, 2014 at age 92.
He led a full life, professionally
and personally. He was born
and raised in San Francisco,
joined the Army during World
War II after which he majored
in English at San Francisco
State on the GI Bill and then
became a journalist for the
Ukiah newspaper. His career as an editor began in the
aerospace industry in Southern California where he gained
experience and several lifelong friends. Lockheed brought
him back to Northern California.
Adventure always beckoned in the form of long “leaves
of absence”: trekking through Europe, skiing in Aspen,
sailing on a schooner. Later, he became Chief Editor at
IDA (Institute for Defense Analyses) in Washington DC
for four years before returning to California for good
in 1972 and working as a consultant on transportation,
environmental and technology assessment issues.
The next phase of his life included co-authoring a book
on The Future of the Automobile. And he wrote three
books on science for the layman (John Wiley & Sons).
The last in the series, published in 1997, was Heisenberg
Probably Slept Here, a layman’s guide to physics.
A new adventure in 1987 was this Irish bachelor’s
marriage to Carolyn Fratessa in Termonfeckin, Ireland
with Carolyn’s cousins in attendance. He is survived by
his wife of almost 27 years and an extended family of great
friends, new and old; his brother, Jim, predeceased him.
He spoke of science and literature with equal joy. We
will miss his quick wit and intelligence. He was unique.
In lieu of ﬂowers contributions may be made to the
Rosalie Rendu Center, 1760 Bay Road, East Palo Alto,
CA 94303 or Abilities United, 525 E. Charleston Road,
Palo Alto, CA 94306. A memorial mass will be held at St.
Thomas Aquinas Church in Palo Alto on Thursday July
31 at 4 pm with reception at Allied Arts in Menlo Park to
follow. Burial will be private.
PA I D
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Diane Shaff, 66, died June 25 at her home
in Palo Alto, CA. She was born in Glendale,
CA to Ada and Jay M. Shaff, moving to Iowa
for the remainder of her childhood. Diane
graduated from the University of Iowa and
received her Masters in Art from Northern
IL University. While at University of Iowa,
she played bagpipes with the University of
Iowa Scottish Highlanders Bagpipe Band.
She taught art in Chicago area schools
and later in San Jose, CA. She was Vice
President of the Franklin McKinley
Educational Association and participated in the California
Council for the Arts - Teachers Project. She was active in her
community as a long time Board member and President of the
HOA. Diane had a passion for her cats, succulent garden, and
painting in watercolor. She was a voracious reader of mysteries
and a long time Stanford Women’s basketball season ticket holder.
Diane is survived by her wife, Karen Hawkins, stepdaughter
Cheryl D. Hawkins ( John Fabiani ) of Alameda, CA, stepson
Paul D. Hawkins ( Pauline ) of Brevard, NC, father Jay M Shaff of
Bettendorf, Iowa, brother Jay M. Shaff Jr. ( Sharon ) of Dallas, Texas.
Diane was much loved by her many relatives and friends.
She was a most gracious, pleasant and witty woman with a big
smile. She will be missed by her wife of 30 wonderful years.
A memorial service and burial will be held in Bettendorf, Iowa on
July 27 at 2 pm. A local memorial will be held in Palo Alto on Aug.
10 at 2 pm. Contact Spangler Mortuary of Los Altos for details: 650948-6619 In lieu of ﬂowers, memorial donations may be made to the
National Museum of Women in the Arts.
PA I D O B I T UA RY

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that on Monday, August 4,
2014, a public hearing as required by Section 147(f) of the
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 will be held with respect to
the proposed issuance by the California Municipal Finance
Authority of its revenue bonds in one or more series in
an amount not to exceed $23,000,000 (the “Bonds”).
The proceeds of the Bonds will be used to: (1) ﬁnance
the acquisition, construction and equipping of Stanford
Affordable, a 70-unit multifamily rental housing project
located at 2450, 2470 and 2500 El Camino Real, Palo
Alto, California; and (2) pay certain expenses incurred in
connection with the issuance of the Bonds. The facilities
are to be owned by the Palo Alto ECR Partners, L.P., a
California limited partnership and operated by Related
Management Company, L.P.
The Bonds and the obligation to pay principal of and
interest thereon and any redemption premium with respect
thereto do not constitute indebtedness or an obligation
of the Authority, the State of California or any political
subdivision thereof, within the meaning of any constitutional
or statutory debt limitation, or a charge against the general
credit or taxing powers of any of them. The Bonds shall
be a limited obligation of the Authority, payable solely
from certain revenues duly pledged therefor and generally
representing amounts paid by the Borrower.
The hearing will commence at 7:00 p.m. or as soon
thereafter as the matter can be heard, and will be held
in the City Hall Council Chambers, City of Palo Alto,
1st Floor, 250 Hamilton Avenue, Palo Alto, California.
Interested persons wishing to express their views on the
issuance of the Bonds or on the nature and location of the
facilities proposed to be ﬁnanced may attend the public
hearing or, prior to the time of the hearing, submit written
comments.
Additional information concerning the above matter
may be obtained from, and written comments should be
addressed to, City Clerk, City of Palo Alto, 250 Hamilton
Avenue, 7th Floor, Palo Alto, California, 94301.
Dated: July 18, 2014
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Editorial

Damage control at the Y
YMCA struggles with longtime
members over Page Mill facility

M

any organizations have an immensely difficult time conveying bad news to their customers. Out of a desire to not
displease or upset people, they provide too little information or spin the information in a way that ultimately comes back
to bite them.
Nonprofits are often particularly inept at communicating bad
news because their leadership teams generally have no experience
in crisis management and they are understandably anxious about
generous supporters who could sour on the organization in the face
of financial or other difficulties.
The result is often a poorly thought-out strategy of providing
limited or no information and believing that the problem can be
contained and kept from the media and the broader public.
It is surprising and disappointing that an organization as large
and well-respected as the YMCA of Silicon Valley, with local
boards filled with prominent local people, could have stumbled so
badly in the last two weeks over the Page Mill branch’s problems.
Stung by the intensity of reaction to its announcement that
the Page Mill YMCA would close Oct. 1, ill-prepared YMCA
officials are now scrambling to contain the upset of many longtime members.
The Page Mill fitness center, located in the basement of a office
building in the Palo Alto Square complex and surrounded by venture capital and law firms, has always been somewhat of stepchild
facility among Ys because of its lack of a family focus or programs
that reflect the mission of the YMCA.
But as the reaction to the closure announcement clearly shows,
its members care deeply about the community that has formed at
the facility and are not enthusiastic about moving to either the Ross
Road or the East Palo Alto branches or to another gym.
In their attempt to respond to upset Page Mill members by
holding a public meeting Wednesday night to explain its actions,
YMCA executives managed to make matters worse by barring the
media from the meeting.
Reporters spotted by YMCA officials were asked to leave the meeting in spite of it being open to anyone else, YMCA member or not,
who walked into Unitarian Universalist Church. Attendees were not
asked to show their YMCA cards or verify they were members.
The Weekly had sent staff to videotape the meeting so it could be
posted on our website for those unable to attend the 5 p.m. meeting,
a service the Y should have welcomed.
Explanations given for excluding reporters included concern over
the seating capacity of the room and their possible effect on attendees expressing their opinions.
YMCA officials knew the press would be attending, so their attempt to prevent coverage of the meeting was deliberate and reflected
the same poor judgment that has characterized the last two weeks.
The YMCA is a nonprofit organization that enjoys broad support, participation and funding from Palo Alto residents, and operates its Ross Road facility under a use permit with the city. To
exclude anyone from a meeting designed to explain the Y’s actions
creates yet another controversy and only reinforces the suspicions
that not all information is being shared.
Data distributed at the meeting to explain the decision to close
the facility shows that the Page Mill center has seen a gradual
decline in members and operates at a deficit. Some members challenge that data because users of one YMCA facility don’t necessarily belong to that branch. Bay Area-wide members, while
they might not designate Page Mill as their “home” branch, pay
a slightly higher fee to have access to all 29 YMCAs in the Bay
Area. Any member can also pay a small daily fee to use a Y that
is not their home gym.
The YMCA obviously has the right, if not the duty, to manage its
facilities to ensure they are both meeting the mission of the Y and
not imposing an excessive financial burden on the organization.
The problem is that YMCA officials botched the process of
evaluating the future of the Page Mill Y, and in doing so lost the
confidence and support of many of its members and risks losing
support of the general public.
The membership and users of the Page Mill facility should have
been informed and involved long before any decisions were made
about the center’s future and provided with the same data that
management and the board were evaluating.
Had that open communication strategy been followed, instead
of a strategy of secrecy and limited explanation, the YMCA could
have maintained a good relationship with its members and, perhaps, an developed an alternative plan that would have preserved
the facility. N
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Spectrum
Editorials, letters and opinions

Packaged without care
Editor,
I just returned to town to find
a terse, matter-of-fact letter from
the Page Mill Y indicating that
the “Board of Directors determined that the best way to serve
the Palo Alto community going forward is by focusing our
resources and investments on
... other nearby Y facilities. As
a result, we will be closing the
Page Mill YMCA” at the end of
September.
As shocking as the news itself was the way in which it was
packaged. There was never a
hint that the Y, which continually touts itself as responsive to
members and eager to inform
them about Y services, was
considering closing. What about
consulting us about this plan?
What about offering members
reduced services or shorter hours
or the opportunity to brainstorm
— as a community — a way to
keep the Y open?
As recently as three months
ago I was solicited for a donation. As a longtime member and
past donor, I feel betrayed by the
Y management. Like many, I’m
disappointed by the insensitive
way this matter was handled. It
seems sadly inconsistent with
the values and standards that the
Y purports to uphold.
Rena Shaw Davidow
California Avenue, Palo Alto

A needed sense
of security
Editor,
There is something wrong
with taking away a family’s
emergency shelter — their car.
A family facing eviction for
not paying rent has to put up
with many situations that puts
them under tremendous stress.
The family goes to get rent
help from “the United Way
Safety Net” (Dial 211 for this
help). But to get this help, the
family has to prove that they
have sufficient income to pay
for all their essential expenses
the next month. This is the notorious “sustainability rule.”
How stressed out would you be
if, after you lost your job, you
went to the safety net agency
and were told “You are welcome
to come back and apply for rent
assistance, but you have to have
proof that your income is sufficient to cover all your essential expenses for the following
month.”
The family is desperate for a
place to live and have no choice
but to stay in their current residence and go to court to delay
their eviction. By delaying the
eviction, there might be a possibility that the local shelters

will be able to find places for
all the families ahead of them
on the shelter waiting list. But
they are stressed out with facing eviction because it will be a
sure guarantee of homelessness.
No landlord will rent to someone who has been evicted.
A family is able to camp out
in their car, and it is also a place
for their essential belongings.
What overwhelming reason does
the City of Palo Alto have for
putting a stressed family under
so much more stress by denying them the actual and psychological security that comes with
having their own car to live in?
George Chippendale
Santa Ana Street, Palo Alto

Glass walls but no
transparency
Editor,
Thank you for your excellent
editorial on the $4.5 million
“glitzy redesign” of City Hall,
approved on the consent calendar without public input or approval.
In 2012, the project was
pegged at $1.28 million. But in
2013 the city manager wrote,
“During the initial project meet-

ings ... it became apparent that
the first floor renovation would
need to be even broader in scope
to achieve a more open government atmosphere to encourage
public participation and convey
transparency.”
Is this how the city plans to
respond to grand jury charges
about lack of transparency?
Those complaints won’t be resolved with glass walls and open
counters.
Only one contractor bid on
the project, with an estimate
19 percent higher than the construction cost estimate. And just
how functional is the design if
it’s necessary to have a $307,450
“Wayfinding System”?
Residents’ utility payments
will help fund the remodel, since
some counters will be moved to
the first floor “to better serve
the community” and make the
space “more accommodating for
the public.” It’s not the building
that needs to be accommodating. It’s the people in it!
This offensive waste of public
funds is just one more act of selfaggrandizement and an affront
to the citizens paying for it.
Pat Marriott
Oakhurst Avenue, Los Altos

WHAT DO YOU THINK?
The Palo Alto Weekly encourages comments on our coverage
or on issues of local interest.

Does the city’s Architectural
Review Board need to be
reformed?
Submit letters to the editor of up to 300 words to letters@paweekly.com.
Submit guest opinions of 1,000 words to editor@paweekly.com. Include your
name, address and daytime phone number so we can reach you.
We reserve the right to edit contributions for length, objectionable content,
libel and factual errors known to us. Anonymous letters will generally not be accepted. Submitting a letter to the editor or guest opinion constitutes a granting
of permission to the Palo Alto Weekly and Embarcadero Media to also publish it
online, including in our online archives and as a post on Town Square.
For more information contact Editor Jocelyn Dong or Editorial Assistant
Sam Sciolla at editor@paweekly.com or 650-326-8210.

Check out Town Square!
Hundreds of local topics are being discussed by local residents
on Town Square, a reader forum sponsored by the Weekly on
our community website at www.PaloAltoOnline.com. Post your
own comments, ask questions, read the Editor’s blog or just
stay up on what people are talking about around town!

Off Deadline

Ed Arnold took things seriously, but with a twinkling slice of wry
by Jay Thorwaldson
he passing
of Edward S.
“Ed” Arnold
July 6 has taken a
twinkle-in-the-eye
out of Palo Alto
political history.
Arnold, who
served a turbulent
decade on the Palo
Alto City Council
through the 1960s,
will be remembered Saturday, Aug. 30, at a noon memorial service at the Covenant Presbyterian
Church in Palo Alto, of which he and his
late wife, Margaret, were co-founders.
Those who attend the ceremony will remember Arnold as a man who took things
seriously — especially his family, community and stockbroker profession — but
who often observed life with a wry smile
and twist of humor. It was a near lifelong
habit: He was editor of his college humor
magazine, The Lyre, at Lafayette College
in Pennsylvania.
I first met Arnold in 1966 when I was a
26-year-old reporter for the erstwhile Palo
Alto Times, assigned to the dread “Palo
Alto beat.”
Good luck on this beat, Bob Burgess of
the City Desk warned when informing me I
would be moving from the Mountain View
bureau to the main office and one of the
two or three main beats of the paper. The
beat covered a nit-picky community (then
as now?) that had a limited sense of humor
about local issues and business (then as
now?), Burgess said.

T

But I dove in during a bitter split on the
City Council, when there was a pattern of
7-to-6 votes between “establishment” and
“residentialist” factions. The split mirrored
a similar division over growth and policies
in the community. Both sides suspected
the Times, and me, of secretly favoring the
other side.
The press table then was within the halfhorseshoe of the council dais at the former
City Hall, now the Palo Alto Art Center
at Newell and Embarcadero roads. I and
one or two other reporters would literally
sit below the council bickering.
One night I looked up and noticed that Arnold seemed to be extra intent in his council
chair. He was frowning down at something
he was working on as other council members talked, some at length. I wondered if
he was doodling, sketching other council
members or reporters — or what?
Then it was his turn to speak, and he
picked up a piece of paper and began reading out loud, slowly and looking right at the
press table, where I and a San Jose Mercury-News reporter sat. After about two
dozen words of precise, targeted comment,
he wrapped it up with a humorous twist, a
play on words as I recall.
He had been editing and rewriting his
comments to whittle them down.
Some weeks later I received a call from
another council member, also an “establishment” member, who asked if he was on
some kind of blacklist of the Times, “because I’m never quoted in the paper, but Ed
Arnold is quoted every meeting.” He said
he’d often feel strongly about something and
even prepare comments and read them.
I assured him there was no blacklist but

asked him to give me some time to think
about the situation.
The next time he spoke, I listened carefully. I noticed that his voice rose a bit and
read really fast. Afterwards I checked my
notes and realized that I had only beginnings of sentences, as he had moved on before I could get down a full sentence.
I called him up and shared my observation. I told him about Arnold’s technique
of reading slowly and including a sprinkle
of humor. Sure enough he also began getting quoted, although he never mastered
the humor part.
When Arnold stepped off the council in
1971, he was joined by several other decade-long members, including “establishment” Councilwoman Frances Dias and
“residentialist” Councilman Kirke Comstock. Dias now resides in Santa Rosa and
Comstock in Portola Valley.
“I love these guys,” the late Stan Norton
said of his council colleagues at a panel discussion looking back on their years on the
council. Norton, elected after the worst of
the political split was resolved when the bitter all-council “recall” election in 1967 decimated the residentialist ranks, balanced between the political extremes. He supported
some development projects yet was instrumental in the creation of the Midpeninsula
Regional Open Space District in 1972.
But during the worst of the council split,
where personal enmity and even name-calling was common, only Arnold and Comstock made any visible attempt to reach out
“across the aisle,” to borrow a congressional
term. Each received sharp criticism from
hardliners in their respective camps.
Arnold took a philosophical view of

such behind-the-scenes jibes, yet they
still stung both men, as I recall. Comstock
tried to soften one election campaign by
sponsoring a kite-flying event in Palo
Alto’s Foothills Park.
Arnold personally was a strong conservative, in a broad political context. He once
told me that he thought the city-owned
utilities smacked of socialism. Maybe, I
replied, but they also smacked of being a
“golden goose” because of all the money
they supplied for the city’s general fund
over many decades. He never did propose
selling them off, however.
Yet he also took a courageous stand in
the early 1970s, following revelations of the
escalation of the Vietnam War through the
bombings in Cambodia. He joined a large
group of Palo Altans in signing a petition, to
be published in the Palo Alto Times, seeking
funds to buy a two-page spread of names
for an end-the-war message in the Washington Post, read by virtually every member of
Congress. The publication may have done
as much or more to end the war as any street
demonstration in those fractious times.
He paid a price for his act of courage and
conscience: A major investor in the stock
brokerage Arnold was with pulled his funds,
costing the firm an immense amount.
“I didn’t know anyone outside knew
about that,” he said (completely serious)
when I asked him about it at a luncheon at
his favorite lunch spot, the Palo Alto Club,
a year or two ago. N
Former Weekly Editor Jay Thorwaldson
can be emailed at jthorwaldson@paweekly.com and/or jaythor@well.com. He also
writes periodic blogs on PaloAltoOnline.
com.

Streetwise

What do you think is the most pressing issue in Palo Alto?
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A commercial building featuring a broad, glassy facade is under construction at 537 Hamilton Ave. in Palo Alto, adjacent to older homes and businesses.

B

irge Clark wasn’t just the most
prolific and beloved architect
in Palo Alto’s history, he may
have also been its most content.
“I’ve always been happy in this
business,” Clark told the Weekly
in 1979, when he was 86. “It’s
rewarding, and I can see effects
of my work. And there aren’t too
many hardships. You know, they
say a doctor buries his mistakes,
and a lawyer’s mistakes go to prison. All an architect has to do to
avoid his mistakes is drive around
the block.”
A pioneer of the Spanish Colonial style, Clark — who left as his
legacy 98 Palo Alto residences as
well as iconic buildings such as
the U.S. Post Office, the former
University Art building at 261
Hamilton Ave. and the sprawling
Lucie Stern Community Center —
remains as popular as ever today.
Architects take tours of his work;
the City of Palo Alto is trying to
purchase the post office building from the U.S. Postal Service;
and the City Council flirted earlier this year with the prospect of
naming the Main Library, which
was designed by Edward Durell
Stone, the Birge Clark Library. (It
ultimately settled on Rinconada
Library.)
“If you live in Palo Alto, it’s
pretty hard for you to go through a
day without passing a Birge Clark

Style wars
Is Palo Alto’s architecture-review process broken?
by Gennady Sheyner | photos by Veronica Weber
structure,” Councilman Larry
Klein said in April. “He helped
create a very significant part of
the community with which we relate day in and day out.”
But if Clark’s reputation remains intact, his profession has
seen better days. Palo Alto, a city
that relishes its role as the center
of innovation and creator of “disruptive” technologies, finds itself
in the midst of an escalating battle
over architecture — a tussle that
pits some of today’s most prolific
architects against a growing coalition of residents who are enraged
about modernist new buildings and
intent on changing the way proposed developments get reviewed.
In one corner are proponents of
modernity, economic growth and
what they see as inevitable urbanization. In the other are land-use
watchdogs, neighborhood leaders
and residents bent on preserving
what they refer to as the city’s
“quality of life.”
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In meeting after meeting over
the past two years, residents have
lashed out at architects with the
scorn traditionally reserved for
developers, accusing them of
blighting the city with modernist
monstrosities. Council watchdogs
and slow-growth “residentialists”
slammed the designs of such recent developments as the affordable-housing complex at 801 Alma
St.; the Arbor Real townhouses on
El Camino Real; and Alma Village, where the flagship grocery
store appears to turn its broad,
beige back on the public.
Architects today face more public scrutiny than Clark could have
dreamed of. Citizen appeals of decisions made by staff and the city’s
Architectural Review Board, once
a rarity in Palo Alto, have become
commonplace. (The council’s June
23 meeting, its final before the
July break, featured two appeal
hearings.) Scorn about new developments has become a routine part

of Palo Alto’s civic conversation,
a recurring topic in public comments at civic meetings, letters to
the City Council and anonymous
postings on PaloAltoOnline.com’s
forum, Town Square.
In December, dozens of residents attended a City Council
meeting to protest the city’s approval of a modernist, 50-foottall, four-story building at 240
Hamilton Ave., across the street
from City Hall. Things got tense,
with some residents blaming architects for usurping the city’s review process and pushing through
ghastly modernist boxes that are
incompatible with the historical
structures around them. Appellant Douglas Smith, an art historian whose architectural taste tilts
toward the traditional, argued that
architects “seem to have gained
control of the review process ... so
they know how to push their abstract designs through the gauntlet, particularly in the commercial

and public domain.”
Elaine Meyer, president of the
University South Neighborhood
Association, took things a step
further. She accused the city’s Architectural Review Board, which
critiques proposals and issues recommendations on them, of cozying up to applicants for personal
reasons.
“It’s likely that some of the architects on the ARB hope to be
employed by the large developers
and architects who come before
it, so they better not say anything
too negative about the project or
they’ll be blackballed and they
won’t be able to work in this
town,” Meyer said.
On the other side of the debate
stood Ken Hayes, the project architect whose name has become
synonymous with new modernist
buildings in Palo Alto. After hearing from dozens of critics and a
handful of supporters at the December meeting, Hayes appealed
to the council to “not enthrone
historic styles in the future.”
“Diversity of architectural styles
gives our city life and defines who
we were as a community,” Hayes
said. (See sidebar, “City has history of architectural diversity.”)
“Palo Alto is recognized
worldwide for its entrepreneurial environment, for innovation,
for technology, for its leadership

Cover Story

A proposal to add a wing to the former University Art building in downtown Palo Alto was recently voted down 8-1 by the City Council. Residents had opposed the addition,
saying the city’s zoning code doesn’t allow it.

on environmental concerns and
sustainability. Our architecture
should be part of the forward
thinking and not be stuck in the
past. Let’s write the book to lead
the way in the future.”
The council ultimately agreed
with this argument and approved
the development by a 6-3 vote,
with Larry Klein, Liz Kniss and
Gail Price all making the case for
diversity. Karen Holman, Pat Burt
and Greg Schmid dissented, with
Holman arguing that the glassy
building would be incompatible with the heavily ornamental,
Birge Clark-designed University
Art building on the opposite corner. Holman, who has been the
council’s most vocal critic of recent architecture, told Hayes that
his plan for 240 Hamilton “misses
the mark.”
But even if critics of the proposal lost the battle in December,
they appear to be winning the war.
In the most recent Services and
Performance Report, an annual
survey that asks residents to rank
various city services, only about
40 percent of the respondents gave
the city a “good” or “excellent”
grade when asked about “quality
of new development in Palo Alto,”
a 12 percent drop from the prior
fiscal year. In the category “Land
Use, Planning and Zoning,” a
dismal 35 percent gave Palo Alto

positive grades, making this category of services the least popular
in the city (below street repair and
sidewalk maintenance).
And it’s not just Birge Clark
enthusiasts and anti-development
“residentialists” calling for reform. In April, former Planning
and Transportation Commission
Chairman Eduardo Martinez accepted a resolution of appreciation from the council and used his
farewell address to levy a criticism
against the city’s architecture-review process. It’s time, he said, to
reinvent the ARB and make the
board more relevant in shaping developments in their early stages.
“As architects, we’ve let the
pendulum swing too far to where
we’re afraid to criticize the work
of other architects, so we let it go,
or we make marginal comments,”
Martinez said. “It’s time for us
to re-examine the position we’ve
taken and really become part of
the process again.”
Coming from Martinez, a softspoken architect better known for
his calm and methodical approach
to criticism, the speech in some
ways represented a sea change in
Palo Alto’s relationship with its
architects.
But architects aren’t taking the
criticisms lying down.
In April, resident Jeff Levinsky
addressed the Architectural Re-

view Board to protest a proposal
by developer Roxy Rapp to renovate the University Art building
at 261 Hamilton Ave., an ornate,
four-story structure designed by
Clark. Levinsky argued that the
city’s planning staff erred in how
it interpreted the term “building
envelope” in the city’s zoning code
— a reading that allowed Rapp to
add a two-story wing to the historic building. The council had
adopted its zoning rule, Levinsky
argued, precisely to prohibit such
expansions because it was “anticipating that clever architects, and
there are a lot here today, would
invent some other way to enlarge
the building.”
His comment drew a sharp
rebuke from Lee Lippert, an architect who chairs the board. Lippert said that he was “particularly
offended that a generalization is
made about all architects.” He also
offered a defense of his board and
its role in the review process.
“I surely would not like to go for
medical advice to somebody other
than a medical doctor and surely
would not seek out legal advice
from any person other than an attorney,” Lippert said. “In this case
all of the board members here are
licensed professional architects,
and my hope is that as licensed
architects we’re sought out for our
professional expertise and that in

fact if this board did not have architects here then we are subject
to the expertise of lay individuals.
And so I would want to be very
careful about members of the public making comments or generalizations about architects. So thank
you.”
The debate over architecture
is far from new (see sidebar, “A
matter of taste”), but it is taking
on increasing relevance as election
season approaches. Holman, who
is expected to seek re-election and
whose critiques of local architecture have become commonplace,
told the Weekly she is now working on a colleagues memo urging the council to re-examine the
role of the Architectural Review
Board. She is also pushing staff to
add some teeth to the design rules
on El Camino Real, including a
shift from “guidelines” (effectively, suggestions) to mandatory
“standards.”
The November election, which
will see five council seats up for
grabs, could bolster this effort by
tilting the balance on the council
toward the slow-growth wing,
with the council’s two biggest advocates of growth and modernity
— Gail Price and Larry Klein
— preparing to conclude their
tenures. Meanwhile, members of
the watchdog group Palo Altans
for Sensible Zoning are waiting

in the wings, with two of them —
Tom DuBois and Eric Filseth —
seeking election on the platform
of limiting zoning exceptions and
protecting neighborhood “quality
of life.” If Holman succeeds in
winning another term, the council’s residentialist minority, which
also includes Schmid and Burt,
could easily become the majority
after the election. Significantly,
this transformation would occur
just as the city is adopting its new
Comprehensive Plan, which lays
out Palo Alto’s official vision for
development for the next three
decades and which will consider
key questions about the height of
buildings, widths of sidewalks and
the distance of buildings from the
street.
Already, election-year scrutiny
appears to be putting pressure on
the council.
Last month, the council voted
8-1 to overturn staff’s and the
Architectural Review Board’s
approval of Rapp’s rehabilitation and expansion proposal for
the University Art building. Holman lauded Rapp’s history of restoring downtown buildings but
argued that staff erred in how it
interpreted the term “building
envelope” (which under law cannot be increased as part of the
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Architectural Review Board member Clare Malone Prichard and Vice Chair Randy
Popp speak during a July 3 meeting at City Hall.
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rehabilitation of a grandfathered
building such as 261 Hamilton).
Staff considered the “envelope”
as a three-dimensional area but
not as the building’s shape — a
definition that would have allowed
the expansion. The council overwhelmingly rejected this logic,
with Burt arguing that it “doesn’t
pass muster.” Holman agreed.
“In this case, your particular
project is a tipping point,” Holman
told Rapp.
The only dissenter in the vote
was Price, the council’s chief advocate for thinking “big” on new
developments.
Price, who recently served as the
executive director of local chapter
of the American Institute of Architects, urged the city to take a
longer view about the “broader
evolution of downtown” and the
importance of rehabilitating historical buildings.
“I think it’s most unfortunate
that we’re at this point,” Price
said.

is at times too eager to praise projects that are either at or beyond the
limits allowed for density. Even
though land-use decisions are beyond their purview, he said, board
members at times effectively say,
“We don’t do zoning, but we sure
support it essentially.” During
a May discussion on a proposal
to rezone 4146 El Camino Real,
for example, Lippert opined that
“higher density is really important,” because the city is having
a hard time finding housing sites.
Vice Chair Randy Popp added at
the same meeting that he thought it
was “really a great idea to increase
the density and take advantage of
opportunity to provide housing.”
Such comments, Burt said, help
fuel the community’s sentiment
that the board is biased toward
buildings with greater mass and
density.
Amid this climate of citizen unrest, the annual meeting in June
between the architecture board
and the City Council took on a
decidedly defensive tone, with one
board member after another tak-

Architectural Review Board members, from left, Clare Malone Prichard, Vice Chair
Randy Popp, Alexander Lew and Robert Gooyer listen to a presentation on birdfriendly building design during a July 3 study session.

ing pains to explain exactly what
the board does and (just as importantly) what it does not do.
“We do not dictate design,”
board member Clare Malone
Prichard said. “Many revisions
and enhancements happen over
the course of our review. We hope
every project is better by the time
we’re done with it, but we certainly don’t make every project perfect
and they don’t necessarily end up
the way many of the board members would want it initially.”
Nor is the board simply a rubber-stamp body, as many critics
contend. According to statistics
presented at the June 9 meeting,
the board had reviewed more than
245 projects over the past two
years, with the typical project getting approval after an average of
2.9 hearings. Almost half of the
projects reviewed required three or
more hearings and only 16 percent
were approved after one hearing.
Board members spent a combined
2,000 hours on these reviews, an
average of 17.25 per project.
While all of these projects were

ultimately approved, in some
cases the difference between what
was first presented to the board
and what was approved is stark.
The design of a three-story townhouse development at 405 Curtner
Ave., for instance, was significantly changed after four review
hearings. The finished product
has more landscaping, a richer
color palette and roofs that were
changed from a gabled design to
inverted L-shapes that help break
up the building’s mass. Similarly,
the approved design of 636 Waverley, while still modernist and still
controversial, is less monolithic
and more colorful than what was
first proposed.
There are good reasons why the
architecture board’s influence on
new developments has become a
subject of legitimate community
debate. Board members repeatedly stress, as Lippert did on June
9, that their role is limited to reviewing projects for “quality” and
“character,” which means looking
at each proposal and determining
whether the application is consis-

Is the architecture
board biased?

T

he past few months have been
trying for the architecture
board, a five-member group
of volunteers whose job is becoming increasingly thankless and
scrutinized.
Last month, during the board’s
annual hearing with the City
Council, Lippert declared that
he has “a giant target placed on
my back that the community has
placed there.”
“I wear it proud,” he added.
Many critics, like Smith, believe
that the board is biased toward
modernist designs. Councilman
Burt said in June that while the
board supposedly doesn’t stipulate styles, the city “has had cases
where the ARB has spoken out
against traditional or derivative
styles,” a position he found puzzling.
“I don’t know of a style that is
not in some way derivative,” Burt
said.
He also suggested that the board

The Ramona Street Architectural District in Palo Alto includes historic buildings designed by Birge
Clark, Pedro de Lemos and others.
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tant with 17 prescribed “findings,”
or criteria. But these findings are
at times so broad, vague and subjective, that critics believe they
give the board enormous latitude
for approving ill-conceived projects. The board may find that
buildings like 636 Waverley are
“compatible with the immediate
environment of the site” and promote “harmonious transition in
scale and character” with adjacent
sites, but critics like Holman, Burt
and Douglas Smith may reasonably disagree. Because words like
“compatible” and “harmonious”
are so hazily defined, critics see
the board’s latitude as a gaping
hole through which they can push
any decision.
This notion of broad leeway is
backed by a 2012 Santa Monica
survey of various cities and their
design-review practices. The
study, which included Palo Alto,
determined that the city’s 17 findings are “extremely broad, allowing staff and ARB the flexibility
to arrive at more than one interpretation of how to best address
any particular design challenge.”
And Palo Alto’s design guidelines
are “written to allow design flexibility and choice, rather than being heavily prescriptive.”
Overall, the Santa Monica study
found that Palo Alto’s “broad
evaluation criteria and wide scope
for design review make for a process that is based significantly on
the discretionary decisions of the
ARB and staff.”
“While staff believes that this
results in a high quality of design,
it is acknowledged that the process
works best for applicants who have
prior development experience in
Palo Alto and thus an established
understanding of City’s design expectations,” the study states. “That
said, one staff member expressed
the opinion that ARB members
are responsible and realistic about
what they can and should expect
from applicants.”
The study also noted that the
“friction between applicants and
design review bodies in Palo
Alto is minimal.” In 2011, out of
more than 400 applications, only
a handful had been appealed by
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The terms of the debate
When it comes to new buildings, city grapples with how —
or whether — to regulate style, density, height
by Gennady Sheyner
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This proposed design for 636 Waverley St. in downtown Palo
Alto was appealed by resident Doug Smith, who called it “strictly
utilitarian” and “subject to no overall aesthetic pattern.”
applicants, with none proceeding
to litigation. The survey concluded
that compared to other cities, the
evaluation of projects in Palo Alto
“relies heavily on broad and subjective criteria, including findings
and, to some extent, suggestive
guidelines.”
It it thus hardly surprising that
the architecture board is under
fire. If the public is angry about
the quality of the new buildings
and if these buildings are based
largely on subjective “findings” and discretionary reviews,
criticism toward the architecture
board would seem to be a logical
response to anger over projects,
protests from board members notwithstanding.
At the same time, the board said
theirs is not a “control board” that
enforces particular architecture
styles. Unlike their counterparts
in Santa Barbara, board members
don’t explicitly endorse particular
styles, focusing instead on things
like building materials, colors and
decorative details, they said.
Former board member John
Northway said the board’s ability
to change the project is in many
ways hampered by what’s proposed.
“When I was on there, it was
said that the ARB can take a really bad building and probably lift
it up to mediocre, or take a mediocre building and maybe improve it
a little bit,” Northway said.
Northway joined the board in
1976, four years after its birth,
and was part of an effort to create the first design standards for
El Camino Real. Like today, many
in the community felt at the time
that new developments warranted
a more thorough review process.
“It was the general feeling that
quality of the buildings being designed and executed would benefit from having an architecturalreview element,” Northway said.
The board’s role hasn’t changed
much since then. In June, board
member Robert Gooyer emphasized the point that the board’s
responsibility is not to design
projects.
“We can only critique what’s

presented to us,” Gooyer said.
Furthermore, the board doesn’t
have the authority to deal with
issues like density and parking,
which commonly inflame community passions but which fall
under the purview of the Planning
and Transportation Commission
and the City Council (even though
this hasn’t stopped the public from
complaining to the architecture
board about inadequate parking
in a given development).
“Oftentimes, the ARB is the
only public hearing for a project,
so whatever the community is
feeling or thinking about the project may not have anything to do
with quality or character issues;
it might have to do with zoning,”
Lippert said.
It also perhaps doesn’t help
the board’s cause that, at the end
of the day, they almost never say
“No” to a project. In November
2011, former board Chair Judith
Wasserman addressed the council on the topic of 195 Page Mill,
a 47,000-square foot mixed-use
development proposed by developer Harold Hohbach. The board
denied the project, but this exception seemed to only prove the rule
(Hohbach ultimately appealed the
denial to the council, where members referred to it as a “fortress”
before approving it after requiring
some design changes).
“We denied one project since
I’ve been on the board,” Wasserman said. “It’s been 11 years.”
That’s still the case today.
“It’s really pretty hard to get
three ‘No’ votes on the ARB,”
said veteran board member Alexander Lew, who at times has supplied one of these votes. “I think
you have to have a pretty horrible
project to get three ‘No’ votes.”

These days, it’s hard
to ‘think big’

P

alo Alto was born in a world
of bold gestures and big
dreams, including architectual ones. When Leland Stanford
planned out his new university in

n the debate over Palo Alto’s built environment, there are several key issues that residents and City Council members are debating: whether to relax the city’s building heights,
require wider sidewalks and “reinvent” how the
Architectural Review Board works.
These topics are expected to come to the forefront in the coming year, as the city updates its
Comprehensive Plan and continues to engage
the public through its “Our Palo Alto” program.
Here are some of the questions the city will try
to answer about the city’s future.

Should Palo Alto relax its
50-foot height limit for new
developments?
Since the early 1970s, the city’s 50-foot height
limit for new developments has been a sacred cow
for slow-growth “residentialists” and a source of
frustration for developers, architects and residents more comfortable with urbanization. The
limit has occasionally been been breached — the
Taube Koret Campus of Jewish Life building is
62 feet tall while the new Stanford Hospital will
be 135 feet once complete. Even so, it is seen by
many residents as an important defense against
the city becoming increasingly dense.
Now that the city is evaluating different visions for its long-term growth, the height limit is
again on the table. One concept would allow new
buildings to rise to 55 feet if they include residential units and are located near public transportation, most notably near the University Avenue
and California Avenue transit hubs. Some think
this doesn’t go far enough, while others see this
as a break for developers.
YES: In 2010, the Palo Alto council asked city
staff to look into the building-height limit and
made a case for relaxing it near train stations.
Councilman Greg Scharff argued that the city
should have flexibility in strategic development
areas.
His view is shared by several members of the
city’s Planning and Transportation Commission,
which considered the topic last week.
“In the right area, I’d support a larger height
limit,” Commissioner Eric Rosenblum said, expressing favor for a relaxed limit within a quarter
mile of transit hubs.
Commission Chair Mark Michael noted that
taller buildings would allow for an additional
story in transit-heavy areas like downtown, California Avenue and possibly El Camino Real.
The “sacrosanct nature of the height limit is a
mistake,” he said.
NO: Councilwoman Karen Holman opposed relaxing the limit in 2010, arguing that “once we start
exceeding it or making exceptions to something,
there tends to be a creep that starts happening.”
Downtown residents concerned about the parking
impacts of recent developments like the Epiphany
Hotel and the soon-to-be-completed Lytton Gateway building at 101 Lytton Ave. are also unlikely
to support taller buildings. Nor are historic preservationists. Beth Bunnenberg, a member of the city’s
Historic Resources Board, said on July 9 that she
“strongly recommends keeping the 50-foot height
limit and sticking to it.”
ACTION: The council will discuss the various
alternatives for the city’s future growth as part
of the environmental analysis for the updated
Comprehensive Plan on Aug. 4. These include an
alternative that would allow greater heights near
transit centers. The new Comprehensive Plan is
scheduled to be adopted in late 2015.

Should Palo Alto require wider
sidewalks and less massive
building facades on El Camino
and California Avenue?
“El Camino, as everyone agrees, is pretty ugly
right now,” Councilman Marc Berman said June
2, when the council discussed requiring new
buildings on the busy commuter artery to be set
farther back from streets, with wider “effective
sidewalks.”
“The Grand Boulevard proposal makes it look
like Mayberry,” he added, referring to a regional
plan to make El Camino more vibrant and pedestrian-friendly.
No one expects the transition to take place
any time soon, but few expected the early steps
to be so onerous. For more than a year, Palo
Alto’s planning staff has been meeting with El
Camino property owners on proposed changes
to the city’s zoning code that would eliminate the
requirement to set buildings close to the street
(known as “build-to line”) and that would require greater sidewalk widths — 12 to 18 feet,
based on the building’s context.
Angry property owners protested the changes,
distributing yellow fliers proclaiming, “The City
Wants Your Land for Their Sidewalks!” Members of the Architectural Review Board and the
planning commission also expressed their own
concerns. Ultimately, the council directed staff
to pursue very limited changes (including eliminating the “build-to line”) and to return with a
recommendation for adopting El Camino’s existing design guidelines as “standards.”
“I think we’ve really got to go back to the
drawing board,” Councilman Larry Klein said
at a June 2 meeting during which the subject was
discussed.
YES: In an April 2013 memo urging wider
sidewalks on El Camino, council members
Holman, Scharff, Gail Price and Greg Schmid
pointed to recent developments that caused “consternation in the community and a strong negative reaction by members of the public as to how
close these new buildings are to the street and
how the buildings turn their backs on the public
right of way.”
Making the sidewalks wider, proponents say,
would make El Camino more pedestrian-friendly
and more consistent with the Grand Boulevard
Initiative, which recommends 18-foot sidewalks.
NO: Opponents of wider sidewalks say the
proposal would unfairly strip them of property
rights and make it more difficult to redevelop
their properties. During community meetings
leading up to the council’s June 2 discussion,
property owners argued that the city should give
them something in return for the new sidewalk
regulation, including “bonuses” to allow for taller
and denser buildings. Others pointed out that El
Camino has shallow lots that already constrain
development.
“The city wants to take a sizable portion of
land from miles of privately owned properties for
the purpose of widening sidewalks,” Tracy May,
owner of 2080 El Camino, said on June 2.
ACTION: The council and the planning commission agreed that the debate over sidewalk
width should be folded into a broader community
conversation over the city’s Comprehensive Plan,
which will stretch on until the end of 2015.
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A new building that houses Walgreens — the former building burned down in 2007 — sits on Bryant
Street next to the renovated Telephone Co. building, built in 1928.
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the early 1890s, a key feature in
his vision was the Stanford Memorial Arch, which would be 100
feet tall, 85 feet wide and 36 feet
deep. A 1903 issue of the Palo
Alto Live Oak points out that it
was the largest arch in America
and the second largest in the
world, “the Arc de Triomphe in
Paris, its only rival, having 25
feet greater height.”
The archway was completed in
1899, though it took another two
years for sculptor Rupert Schmid
to decorate its frieze with carvings of allegorical figures. Built of
sandstone and masonry, the “perfectly proportioned structure” featured a room and stairway wells
that provided access to this room,
according to the Live Oak.
“From this elevation the view is
magnificent, including the wide
reach of San Francisco Bay with
the hazy hills beyond, the farspreading valley with its towns
and villas, and the majestic background of the forest-clad Santa
Cruz mountains,” the newspaper
reported.
The arch didn’t last long. The
1906 earthquake cracked its frieze
and toppled its stone cap, prompting Stanford to dismantle it as a
safety precaution. This did little,
however, to dampen the ambitions
in either Palo Alto and Stanford,
lifelong frenemies who don’t always see eye to eye but who share
the dream of being the very best
at everything.
Today’s City Council boasts
about the city’s carbon-neutral
electricity portfolio, its cuttingedge electric-vehicles ordinance,
its visionary dark-fiber ring and
a bicycle master plan that aims
to transform the city into one of
America’s most bike-friendly cities. The city is now rebuilding its
two largest libraries; overhauling
its “second downtown,” California Avenue; and pursuing a
dramatic renovation of the Palo
Alto Municipal Golf Course that

promises a “Wow!” factor. It is
also designing a new bike bridge
that will span U.S. Highway 101,
a structure that city officials expect to be a visual marvel, or as
Vice Mayor Liz Kniss put it in
June 2013, a “landmark bridge
for Palo Alto.”
“I think of us as a rather elegant city,” Kniss said during the
discussion of the design contest.
“We should have that kind of a
bridge.”
Yet when it comes to new developments, the pendulum in City
Hall is swinging in the opposite
direction, toward tighter regulation, less leeway and fewer exemptions (see sidebar, “The terms of
the debate”). Lippert observed at
the June discussion that the city,
while at the cutting-edge of technology and innovation, “does not
have an icon, a symbol of the city,
a piece of architecture that stands
out that defines our community.”
But efforts to encourage architects to “think big” are a tough
sell in a community where the
architectural debate is a proxy
for the larger conversation over
growth and what they call the
creeping “Manhattanization” of
this suburban city.
Kevin Murray, a College Terrace
resident, made the case last week
when he lashed out at a meeting of
the Planning and Transportation
Commission against the changes
Palo Alto has seen in the past 15
years. He accused the council of
colluding with developers and
said he plans to run a slate of candidates in November to “stop this
nonsense.”
“We’re at capacity. We’re maxed
out. I don’t even recognize my
own home town anymore,” said
Murray, who has lived in Palo
Alto since the 1960s.
Architects aren’t deaf to these
concerns.
“The economy in this area is
thankfully thriving and it brings
with it great opportunity but also
brings challenges to our infrastructure,” said Heather Young, a
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former chair of the Architectural
Review Board who is a partner at
Fergus Garber Young Architects.
“We’re feeling lots of growing
pains.”
Holman, however, cites recent
architectural choices as contributing to that pain.
“We’re changing from an eclectic community,” Holman said.
“We’re really reformulating the
look of the town from traditional
and eclectic buildings into modern-design only. We’re losing that
eclectic and diverse architectural
aspect.”
Holman believes it’s time for
Palo Alto to adopt a “design vision” for the entire city — not
to require a particular style but
to make sure new buildings fit
into their context. One way to
accomplish this could be to take
the “suggestive guidelines” about
compatibility and turn them into
rules, she said.
She also said she hopes to
change the way the city uses “design enhancement exceptions,”
which under current practice
commonly lead to taller buildings, smaller setbacks and more
mass. Burt echoed this criticism
in June, when he observed that
new buildings almost invariably
get developed to the maximum
density as is allowed. In some
cases, they go beyond the city’s
threshold, thanks to state laws that
grant automatic density bonuses
for provision of affordable housing. In today’s built environment,
Burt said, “Maximum is the new
minimum.”
But will architects be able to design exceptional projects without
design exceptions? Holman told
the Weekly that they would still
have plenty of creative leeway,
but they would have to pay more
attention to the context in which
the building will stand and comply with the city’s greater vision
for its built environment. And that
would produce better results, she
said.
Not everyone agrees that new

Feedback from Architectural Review Board members can change
proposed designs dramatically. This initial plan for 405 Curtner
Ave., at top, morphed into the clean-line design, above, that was
ultimately approved.
guidelines are necessary — or
helpful for promoting great architecture. Lippert and Prichard both
stressed that the city shouldn’t
regulate style and emphasized
the importance of preserving the
city’s “eclectic” feel. Prichard said
there is a “wide range of styles
used, and we embrace it.”
“I don’t think control is something that is desirable in this
city,” Prichard said, referring to a
system used in places like Santa
Barbara, which mandate specific
styles.
Young told the Weekly that
she, too, does not think firmer
guidelines are necessary. The city
currently has a mix of standards
and guidelines. Having a list of
“musts” and a list of “shoulds” is a
good combination, she said. Many
of the projects that now attract
heavy criticism were proposed by
applicants who followed all the
rules and regulations before winning approval.
Last year, Young’s firm won
the city’s approval for a 74,000square-foot mixed-use project at
3159 El Camino Real, which includes the existing Equinox Gym,
a restaurant, 48 small apartments,
office space and an underground
parking lot. She asked for and received two “design enhancement
exemptions,” one that allowed the
height to be 55 feet (5 feet greater
than the city’s height limit) and
another that would allow the
buildings to be setback farther
from street.
The irony of the setback exemption is that it aimed to achieve exactly what the city now hopes to
encourage — wider sidewalks.
The exemption was required because the city’s zoning code requires buildings on El Camino
to be close to the street (what’s
known as the “build-to” line).
Even so, exceptions such as the
ones she requested continue to
face heavy public scrutiny, which
makes it increasingly difficult to
build good projects, she said.
“It is harder because everyone

was trying to do the right thing
before,” Young said. “Now, the
professional and public scrutiny
is even higher and it actually is
making it more difficult for the
city to achieve anything.”
Both Northway, whose firm is
designing the mixed-use project
approved last month at 441 Page
Mill Road, and Young believe the
city’s height limit is often too restrictive and can hamper beautiful
architecture. Practically speaking,
Northway said, buildings that are
35- and 50-feet tall “don’t work
architecturally” because of new
requirements for seismic safety
and sustainability (the 35-foot
height applies to El Camino,
where buildings often abut singlefamily neighborhoods). Lifting
the heights to 38 or 54 feet would
“make the buildings work better”
without changing the number of
stories or the general appearance
of the building, he said.
“But when you talk about these
things, all you hear about is how
you’re ‘giving architects a big
break,’” Northway said.
From Northway’s perspective,
it’s not the architecture board
that needs to be reinvented but
the city’s planning practices. Specifically, the city should do more
long-range planning to accommodate growth.
“It’s not the ARB’s fault that
the buildings are built right up to
the sidewalk; it’s the zoning ordinance,” Northway said. “That
was part of the Comprehensive
Plan policies that were voted on
by the entire City Council. I understand people’s frustrations
with some of the new buildings,
but I don’t think you can blame
it on the ARB. The ARB doesn’t
design the buildings.”
What’s really needed, he said,
is a plan that defines the city’s
problems and figures out a way
of dealing with growth. He cited
as an example the recent citizen
committee that considered the
VÌÕi`ÊÊ«>}iÊÓn®
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Should it be
more difficult for
developers to request
“design enhancement
exceptions”?
It has become a common
practice for architects to request
and receive “DEEs” for projects, exceptions that allow them
to go beyond what the zoning
code allows. This could mean
breaching the 50-foot ceiling or
setting buildings closer to property lines than would otherwise
be required.
Like variances and sign exceptions, these exemptions have
come under closer scrutiny lately, with critics of new developments blaming them for making large buildings even larger.
The most recent development
proposal, at 385 Sherman Ave.,
initially requested a DEE for a
reduced setback but ultimately
agreed not to pursue it after
feedback from the architecture
board.
YES: Holman believes the
entire process needs to be reevaluated. It’s her belief that
the city has been misinterpreting the ordinance and that design exceptions should pertain
to architectural elements rather
than standards like height and
setbacks.
“When you start tacking on
all these exemptions, you get a
project that is more out of scale
than the zoning designation
would allow,” Holman told the
Weekly.
NO: Architectural Review
Board Vice Chair Randy Popp
defends the city’s DEE process
and stated on June 9 that the
board considers the context of
each exception that’s requested.
“There is no one project that
is the same as another,” he said.
“One of the very capable and
thoughtful components of our
regulation is an aspect that allows for exceptions within context.”
In an recent interview, former
architecture board Chair Heather Young noted that applicants
have to navigate through many
different city departments, including Fire, Public Works,
Utilities, Planning and Building. In many cases, exemptions
are requested when applicants
are trying to meet the occasionally conflicting requirements
from different departments.
ACTION: Holman and
Councilman Pat Burt have
both criticized developments
that use exemptions to go beyond the “maximums” set by
the city’s zoning code. Holman
said one of the goals of a memo
she is working on right now is
to clarify the purpose of DEEs
and to take a closer look at how
they’ve been used.

Should the role of the
city’s Architectural
Review Board
change?
Recent public outcry over
new developments has prompted questions about the Architectural Review Board’s function and about whether the
approval process is “broken.”
Critics have argued that the
five-member board, which must
be composed of at least three
architects, landscape architects,
building designers or other design professionals, is biased
toward modern architecture
and too friendly to developers.
Others suggest that the board
should give its feedback to developers earlier in the designreview process so as to achieve
better results.
YES: In April, former Planning and Transportation Eduardo Martinez called for the
city to “reinvent the ARB” and
set up a process in which the
review body and the public can
give their input earlier.
Resident Douglas Smith, who
filed appeals of the approvals of
two modernist developments,
argued in December that the
review process is “backward”
because the design is already
set before the city reviews the
development’s aesthetics and
density. He advocated a process
in which “design would be developed slowly” in consultation
with planners, a consultant from
a historic-preservation firm and
with “one or more representatives from the city’s populace.”
NO: Board Vice Chair Popp
defends the city’s process for
reviewing designs of new developments. The city’s zoning
code, he said on June 9, “is
written quite well” and is “one
of the most thoughtful and most
capable that I’ve come across in
my career.”
Popp also defended the role
of the ARB, which he described
as “five individuals who have a
very wide range of experience
and very different educational
backgrounds.”
“We all bring that to the table
in a way that I think helps create
a dialogue ... that brings projects forward in what I consider
to be an efficient and effective
manner.”
ACTION: Councilwoman
Holman plans to address the
ARB’s role in an upcoming
memo, which could spur a conversation on the City Council
about possible reforms.

Should Palo Alto
regulate the style of
new buildings?
In December, dozens of
people attended a City Council
meeting to appeal the recent
approval of 240 Hamilton Ave.,
a modernist building designed
VÌÕi`ÊÊ«>}iÊÓn®

The Downing House on Cowper Street is an example of Queen Anne style architecture.

City has history of architectural diversity
From ornate wooden turrets to modern, flat facades,
Palo Alto’s ‘look’ is eclectic
by Gennady Sheyner

S

anta Barbara has its Spanish villas and San
Francisco has its postcard-perfect Victorians, but Palo Alto’s architecture is a hodgepodge of styles.
The Queen Annes came first, their corner
towers and flamboyant gables perching atop
the spacious manors of Emerson, Waverley and
Cowper streets in the last decade of the 19th century. Loaded with carved pilasters, columns and
ornamental railings, these cutting-edge Victorians made no pretense of humility. As the newly
formed city of Palo Alto began to take shape in
the mid- and late-1890s, the Queen Annes were
the fashionable choice for Stanford University
fraternity houses and well-to-do pioneers looking
to pitch extravagant tents in the new frontier.
The Shingle style, which also made its debut during Palo Alto’s earliest years, was far more modest but no less popular. Found all over the Professorville neighborhood, these homes embraced the
Craftsman style, according to Ward Winslow’s
“Palo Alto: A Centennial History,” a movement in
which “natural materials and continuity between
indoors and out are emphasized.” These hardy cottages greeted visitors with broad, continuous faces,
exposed timbers and redwood paneling. They took
pains to live in harmony with their surroundings.
Classical Revival houses, with their formal
symmetry, Palladian windows and Greco-Roman
columns, also began to pop up around Professorville around that time, according to Winslow. So
did houses in the ornate Colonial Revival style,
with their rectangular facades, regal pilasters
and gabled roofs. This was the style of choice for
Palo Alto’s first apartment complex, a two-story
building at 626-631 Emerson St.
All of these styles are displayed prominently in
the “Palo Alto Live Oak,” an early periodical that
includes in its June 1903 issue a photo spread of
manors owned by some of the city’s most prominent pioneers. Critics today may bemoan the decline of “traditional” architecture and lack of compatibility between old and new buildings, but if
there’s one thing that the Live Oak makes clear
it’s that the city’s architecture has never been homogenous.
The one style that many associate with Palo
Alto today is the Spanish Colonial Revival (or

Early California) look championed by Birge
Clark, the only architect who had an office in
Palo Alto between 1922 and 1930. Winslow refers to Clark as the “chief architect and shaper
of the community” and notes that he is “cited
frequently as having helped to establish the image of the community.” Clark designed a total
of 98 residences in Palo Alto and 39 homes on
the Stanford campus, most of them distinguished
by Spanish-style features such as arcades, redtiled roofs, stucco walls and wrought-iron grilles.
Some of the city’s most iconic public buildings,
including the U.S. Post Office on Hamilton Avenue, the sprawling Lucie Stern Community
Center on Middlefield Road and some buildings
on the historic block on Ramona Street, south of
University Avenue, were designed by Clark.
“If you can describe pure heaven, he was in
it — a growing university town, and he was the
only architect here,” said architect John Northway, who worked with Clark and studied under
him at Stanford and whose family was close to
Clark’s.
It didn’t hurt that Clark had strong allies and
benefactors. Stern commissioned him to build
the community center that today bears her name.
Another long-time acquaintance, First Lady Lou
Henry Hoover, personally intervened to help
Clark overcome initial opposition from Washington, D.C., bureaucrats to his proposed design
for the Palo Alto post office.
“The post office was a radical building for its
time,” Northway said. “Now, it’s a poster child
for ‘Why can’t all architecture look this way?”
But Clark’s legacy and output notwithstanding,
the idea that Palo Alto has a particular “established image,” is shaky at its foundations. From
the early Queen Annes and classical Italianate
style homes to the eight-story monolith that is
Palo Alto’s City Hall, diversity in styles has always been the rule. Anyone driving through the
Eichler communities of Fairmeadow, Greenmeadow or Palo Verde — where minimalist,
one-story buildings with glassy sliding doors
conspicuously reject Spanish flourishes — might
reasonably be shocked to hear that Palo Alto is a
city with a “traditional” style or (as Winslow put
it) the “city that Birge built.” N
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A dog walker and pedestrian pass by buildings on Hamilton Avenue
near Middlefield Road that represent many architectural styles.
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by architect Ken Hayes. Opponents claimed that the building
clashes with the traditional architecture in “the most densely
historic spot in any commercial
area in Palo Alto,” as appellant
Douglas Smith put it.
With new developments almost invariably embracing
modernist designs, these arguments between traditional
and modern architecture are
becoming louder and more frequent. And while no one is calling for Palo Alto to adopt a particular city-wide style, residents
and some council members are
increasingly concerned about
abrupt changes in style between
adjacent buildings.
YES: Members of the Architectural Review Board often say
they don’t dictate style — and
they’d like to keep it that way.
“We’re not a design-and-control board as is the case of many
jurisdictions,” board Chair Lee
Lippert explained on June 9.
“You have communities like
Santa Barbara that dictate what
the standards are for all buildings. If you want Palo Alto to
have a particular style, the City
Council is free to adopt something like that.”
Such a move is unlikely. But
there is a movement favoring
greater stylistic compatibility of
neighboring buildings, a sentiment that might become more
prevalent behind the dais after
the November election. During the December hearing on
Smith’s appeal, council members Holman, Burt and Schmid
stated that the new modernist
building would be incompatible
with surrounding structures.
Holman told the Weekly that

Style wars
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future of Cubberley Community
Center in south Palo Alto and
proposed a plan for the sprawling
center that accommodates a wide
range of uses, including a new
high school, playing fields and
various community services.
“That’s the kind of creative
long-range planning that needs
to be looked at for the whole city

while she has nothing against
“modernist” buildings, she
believes that the recent influx
of this style is threatening the
city’s eclectic character.
NO: Members of the ARB
have lauded the city’s wide mix
of styles. Board member Clare
Malone Prichard said some cities encourage buildings to all
look the same and said it’s “not
something I’d want for Palo
Alto.”
“I think other ARB members
would agree this is a very eclectic place. It has grown up over
time.”
Tony Carrasco, a local architect with decades of experience in Palo Alto, also argued
against encouraging any particular style. A building’s style, he
said, tends to evolve in response
to environmental conditions,
the balance between community and privacy and the use of
current technology.
“In general I wish Palo Alto
would encourage the exploration of designs that embody
these three criteria rather than
adopt some past historical styles
that are not relevant today and
also because innovation, computability with our environment
and technology is in Palo Alto’s
cultural DNA.”
ACTION: While no one is
proposing approving only one
architectural style, debates
over the compatibility of various styles on a single block have
become more common place.
They are expected to remain so
in the coming months as more
developments are proposed and
as modern buildings become
more common in settings where
traditional architecture has long
been the norm. N
Staff Writer Gennady
Sheyner can be emailed at
gsheyner@paweekly.com.

and it’s not happening,” Northway said. “It’s done project by
project.”
Northway concurred that today
— following last November’s defeat of Measure D, a housing development accused of being too
dense — is a “very difficult time
to do anything that doesn’t absolutely obey all the laws.”
The problem for architects is
that many laws contradict each
other. State law, for instance, encourages more density in housing
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A proposal for 240 Hamilton Ave. (at left) was approved 6-3 by the City Council, but dissenters
criticized it as not fitting in with the surrounding buildings’ aesthetics.

A matter of taste
Debates over architectural conformity
have popped up from time to time

A

rchitecture, like literature, music and every
other art form, has always attracted skirmishes over taste. Past battles, much like
today’s, happened to take place during periods
of rapid growth and focused mainly on issues of
mass and compatibility.
In the early 1970s, concerns about rapid urbanization prompted the city to adopt a 50-foot height
limit for new developments. In the mid- and late1990s, residents clashed over the city’s historicpreservation ordinances, with one side lamenting
the “monster homes” and “Baby Taco Bells” that
replaced some of the smaller and older homes and
the other side arguing that the city’s effort to protect “historic” homes was far too restrictive.
Now as then, residents and council members often lash out at new developments for their failure
to conform to the styles of surrounding homes,
whether traditional or modern.
Residents in the Eichler neighborhood of Palo
Verde recently opposed a new two-story building that they argued fails to conform to the
mid-century modern Eichler aesthetic. Not only
architecture but also massing were at the heart
of the dispute. The neighbors felt the proposed
building (which, like the earliest Queen Annes,
had a gabled, multi-layered roof in its first iteration) would be incompatible with Eichler homes
throughout the block.
The petition drive, led by the Eichler Swim
Club, succeeded in prompting revisions to the
new home, which remains two stories but which
now more closely resembles the block’s traditional
(that is to say, modernist) architecture — stouter,
boxier and more muted in its color palette.
Meanwhile, downtown’s architecture critics argue that modern architecture is incompatible with
the Spanish arches and stucco facades of Birge
Clark-style buildings. In resident Douglas Smith’s
campaign against modernist “glass boxes” this
past year, he created a survey comparing photos

projects that accommodate lowincome residents. Local officials
are simultaneously pushing for
less density, citing popular discontent about recent developments. Building a good project
is still possible, he said, though it
takes an enormous amount of will
and resources to get it done.
“Buildings are really the result of
who the owner is,” Northway said.
“If the owner is dedicated to doing a good-to-great building and is
willing to spend the time and the

of traditional, mostly Spanish Colonial buildings
with minimalist modern buildings and asked voters to state their preferences between the two. One
pairing pitted the Pasadena City Hall, a domed
1920s structure filled with Spanish-style arcades
and columns, against Palo Alto’s minimalist civic
tower, which was designed in the 1960s. Another juxtaposed the glassy, soon-to-be-completed
Mitchell Park Library against the smaller, Colonial-style College Terrace Library. He also asked
survey responders for general thoughts about architectural styles and the city’s review process
and was heartened that about 80 percent favored
traditional styles such as Spanish Colonial when it
comes to commercial downtown buildings.
In November, Smith followed up his appeal of
240 Hamilton Ave., located across the street from
City Hall, by challenging another Ken Hayes project, a four-story modernist building that had just
been approved for 636 Waverley St. He cited the
survey at a council meeting, noting that a vast
majority of the respondents found the new buildings to be incompatible with the ones around
them (77 percent in the case of 240 Hamilton).
He described the design composition of the Hayes
development as “a jumbled mess of elements that
fit together in a strictly utilitarian fashion, subject
to no overall aesthetic pattern that would please a
non-architect passerby.”
By the end of last year, the public outcry against
new developments (most of which happened to
have been modernist and pushing the limits of
height and density) was getting loud. In November, Chief Planning Official Amy French notified the Architectural Review Board that Smith
had challenged in an appeal the approval of 636
Waverley.
“It’s a trend, officially,” French said.
“An epidemic,” responded then-Vice Chair Lee
Lippert. N
—Gennady Sheyner

money, you can still do them.”
Public frustration about new
architecture, he noted, is far from
new. The Birge Clark buildings
were once considered radical, he
said, and many people hated the
Eiffel Tower and wanted to dismantle it after the 1889 World’s
Fair. Given that Palo Alto is the
“technological hub of the world”
and that “people here are constantly pushing the envelope,” it’s
not surprising that there is pushback.

“We’ll get buildings that maybe
get people a little uncomfortable
because they like tradition, but
give it time,” Northway said. “Architecture is an art form, and it
reflects what goes on in the era in
which it was created.” N
Staff Writer Gennady Sheyner
can be emailed at gsheyner@
paweekly.com.
On the cover: Photos by Veronica
Weber. Design by Lili Cao.
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Book
Talk
SNATCHED FROM HEADLINES ...
Alice LaPlante’s latest novel, “A
Circle of Wives,” is not only written
by a Palo Altan, but the protagonist
is a Palo Alto police officer, and the
murder victim is a renowned local
doctor. Sorry, I can’t say more,
because part of the deliciousness
of the plot is in its layered unveiling
... and that “aha” moment when
Palo Altans recognize the news
tidbit that inspired it. LaPlante, who
teaches creative writing at Stanford
University, is the author of “Turn of
Mind” and “Method and Madness.”
Her books are available at amazon.
com.
LOCAL AUTHOR ... “The
Wednesday Daughters,” followup novel by Palo Alto author Meg
Waite Clayton to “The Wednesday
Sisters,” is now available in
paperback. The novel continues
the tale of three lifelong friends,
this time focusing on the power of
secrets. Clayton is also the author of
“The Four Ms. Bradwells” and “The
Language of Light.” Information:
megwaiteclayton.com
ONCE LOCAL AUTHOR ... Holly
Payne, a former resident of Palo
Alto and Stanford writing teacher,
has written “Damascena: the Tale of
Roses and Rumi” about a girl saint
who meets the great Persian poet,
Rumi, in the 13th century. The book,
which deals with turning grief into
love, was inspired by a trip Payne
took to research her first novel, “The
Virgin’s Knot.” Payne will be joining
four other authors at the Global
Storytelling forum on Aug. 17 at the
Oshman Family Jewish Community
Center, as part of Litquake 2014.
Information: tinyurl.com/litquakePA
FOR THE BIRDS ... Stanford
economics professor emeritus John
Gurley has turned to learning new
things in his retirement, including
developing a love for a pigeon.
His 28-page book, “Carmen,
Yvette, and Bernadette at La
Baguette,” is an account of how
three friends (including himself)
nursed a wounded pigeon back
to health. The account was just
published by Dorrance Publishing
Co., Inc., Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania.
Information: dorrancebookstore.
com. N

Readers invited to ‘A Wedding in Provence’
by Karla Kane

A

t age 55, Olivia, protagonist in local
author Ellen Sussman’s new novel “A
Wedding in Provence,” seems to finally
have all her life’s dreams within reach. She’s
the artistic director of a successful Bay Area
theater company and quite happy in her career.
Divorced after a long, unsatisfying marriage,
she’s now engaged to her hunky soul mate.
Her groom, Brody, a seemingly perfect rugged-cowboy type from Wyoming, has given
up his ranch and career as a large-animal veterinarian to move to San Francisco to be with
her. Her loyal best friend Emily and Emily’s
French husband, Sebastien, have conveniently
inherited a picturesque inn in Provence, providing Olivia and Brody the ideal location for
a romantic destination wedding. But despite
her excitement over getting married, Olivia
is fraught with anxiety, largely because of the
presence of her two grown daughters, Nell
and Carly, who seem to bring out the worst
in each other.
Elder sister Nell is the black-sheepish wild
child, scraping by as a bit-part actor and wouldbe yoga teacher in Los Angeles, still supported
by mom’s monthly checks. She’s reeling from
the tragic loss of her most recent paramour
and hiding her wounds with a devil-may-care
veneer. Little sister Carly is the family’s golden child. Brilliant, accomplished and always
composed, she’s a Silicon Valley start-up whiz
kid with a steady boyfriend in Palo Alto.
Nell accepts Brody as her soon-to-be stepdad with open arms, whereas Carly, closer
to her high-powered lawyer father, has yet to
come to terms with her parents’ divorce. Each
sister is envious of the other. Nell admires Carly for her achievements and stability. Uptight
Carly envies Nell her easy sensuality and freespirited approach to life. When Nell shows up
in Provence with Gavin, an edgy charmer she
just met on the flight over, tensions between
mother, daughter and sister rise. Meanwhile,
Emily and Sebastien, whose relationship Olivia and her daughters have always idealized,
are having troubles of their own, jeopardizing
everyone’s faith in the idea of true love.
The groom’s side of the family is not exactly drama-free, either. Brody’s elderly father, Sam, has suddenly left his wife, Fanny.
Brody’s best friend, Jake, is also in attendance
to perform the ceremony but he’s a cynical
ladies’ man who doesn’t even believe in marriage. With this troubled crew as her wedding
party, it’s no wonder Olivia feels nervous
about the impending nuptials. And a storm is
due, right in time to thwart plans for a sunlit,
garden celebration.
Sussman has a history of novels featuring
Americans abroad. I enjoyed her “French Lessons” and last year’s Bali-set “The Paradise
Guest House.” “A Wedding in Provence” did
not quite live up to my expectations. One problem: I never felt a strong connection to Olivia.
Other characters speak about her as a largerthan-life dynamo, but it’s more tell than show.
And in a story dealing with first-world family problems, caring about the characters is

key. I craved more development and backstory
for Emily and Sebastien, as well as Paolo, the
lovely cook. We’re given brief glimpses of Olivia’s ex, but I was left wanting to know him
better, too. And what was up with that shifty
Gavin, anyway? Perhaps Sussman left threads
loose on purpose, to let the reader draw their
own conclusions, or maybe she’s leaving room
for a sequel.
It may be tempting at first glance to stuff
“A Wedding in Provence” under the dreaded
“chick lit” umbrella, but Sussman goes deeper
than fashion and fluff. Despite the flaws, there
is also much to like in the book. The contrast
between Nell and Carly, and the growth in
their relationship over the course of the story,
is touching and the family dynamics realistic.
And of course there’s that delectable southof-France setting, all Mediterranean breezes

and lavender fields. It’s also refreshing that the
main love story takes place between the mature, middle-aged adults rather than the bright
young things. Readers should appreciate a tale
in which passion and romance are not out of
bounds for folks over a certain age.
Though it won’t make my list of the best
books of summer, Sussman fans and anyone
looking for a quick, breezy, and compellingenough warm-weather read may well say, “I
do” to “A Wedding in Provence. N
Freelance writer Karla Kane can be
emailed at goldenmoonbear@yahoo.com.
Ellen Sussman will be participating in Litquake Palo Alto on Aug. 17 at the Oshman
Family Jewish Community Center in Palo
Alto; she will also appear at Books Inc., Town
& Country Village, Palo Alto, on Aug. 19.

Michelle Le

Items for Book Talk may be sent to
Associate Editor Carol Blitzer, Palo
Alto Weekly, P.O Box 1610, Palo Alto,
CA 93202 or e-mailed to cblitzer@
paweekly.com by the last Friday of the
month.

Romance a la France

Ellen Sussman, author of “A Wedding in Provence,” stands in her garden in Los Altos Hills.
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The people
behind the puppets

Worth a Look

‘The Great Pretender’ is refreshing, funny and sweet
by Karla Kane
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La Santa Cecilia performs at Bing Concert Hall on July 27.

Music
Latin crossovers
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’ve enjoyed many shows
at Palo Alto’s Lucie Stern
Theatre over the years, but
“The Great Pretender,” making
its world premiere with TheatreWorks, took me by surprise
and may just be my favorite yet.
“The Great Pretender” brings
audiences behind the scenes at
a long-running children’s television show (think “Mister Rogers’
Neighborhood,” “Sesame Street”
and “Lamb Chop’s Play-Along”).
Mr. Felt (Steve Brady) is the
kindly host, who talks directly
to his young viewers, teaches
them crafts, songs and lessons,
and banters with his sassy puppet sidekicks, including Carol
the Pony and Pudge the Pig. The
show is on hiatus, its future in
question, after the tragic death of
Marilyn, the lead puppeteer and
Roy Felt’s wife. Co-star Carol
(Suzanne Grodner) wants to carry on without her, while genial
director Tom (Michael Storm)
proposes replacing her with Jodi
(Sarah Moser), a lifelong Mr.
Felt super-fan with uncanny vocal imitation skills.
Roy, still reeling from his personal and professional loss, isn’t
sure what to think, but Jodi soon
wins him over with her enthusiasm, talent and awkward charm.
As Jodi attempts to fit in among
her childhood idols, Roy is forced
to confront his unresolved grief.
For Roy, the line between Marilyn
and her character became blurred
after years of togetherness, and
his chemistry with someone new
proves unnerving. Ultimately, Roy
has to decide between holding on
and letting go.
Part of TheatreWorks’ New
Works Festival last year, “The
Great Pretender” was penned by
Canadian David West Read. No
doubt much of its success is due
to his sharp writing. Deftly directed by Stephen Brackett, the
show also features a few convincing original songs by Read, presented alongside pleasant piano
and ukulele renditions of Beatles
tunes. The adorably retro set was
designed by Daniel Zimmerman,
and wonderful puppet creations
are by David Valentine.
Kudos to the cast, and especially
to Moser, Brady and Grodner for
their expressive work with the
puppets. Brady strikes all the
right notes as Roy, both in his
saintly TV incarnation and as the
real man off screen. Moser gives
oddball Jodi an effective mix
of goofiness and vulnerability
that saves her from becoming

Mr. Felt (Steve Brady) converses with Carol the Pony in
TheatreWorks’ “The Great Pretender.”
an ingénue/”quirky girl” cliché;
Grodner steals scenes as abrasive,
manic Carol. It took me a while to
warm up to the character, but she
won me over with her brilliantly
impassioned pitch for a movie
about a baseball-playing feline.
Roy’s at his best when interacting with the puppets as his
television persona and finds real
life more difficult to navigate. So
too the play’s strongest moments
come when depicting episodes of
the TV show. I could have done
with a bit more of that and a bit
less of Carol/Tom dialogue, but as
it is we get a sense of why legions
of fans like Jodi would grow up
taking comfort in Mr. Felt’s cozy,
but fictional, world.
It would be easy for the show to
veer too far into cheesy, saccharine
territory, or to get mean-spirited
and mocking, but instead it strikes
just the right warmhearted tone.
If you, like me, could never quite
get used to Kermit the Frog’s
“new” voice, it may make you
wax nostalgic about your own
childhood favorites — and
perhaps consider them in a new
light. And no spoilers, but anyone
not left with a lump in his or her
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throat after the final scene must
be made of stone. “The Great
Pretender” is a genuine gem. N
Freelance writer Karla Kane can
be emailed at goldenmoonbear@
yahoo.com.
What: “The Great Pretender,”
by David West Read, presented
by TheatreWorks
Where: Lucie Stern Theatre,
1305 Middlefield Road, Palo
Alto
When: The show runs through
Aug. 3. Evening performances
are Tuesdays and Wednesdays
at 7:30 p.m.; Thursdays through
Saturdays at 8 p.m.; Sundays at
7 p.m. No evening performance
on Aug. 3. Matinees are at 2
p.m. on Saturdays and Sundays and on Wednesday, July
30. No matinee performance
on Aug. 2; no performances on
July 29. Audio-described performances for blind and visually
impaired audiences on Aug.
1-3; post-show discussions on
Wednesdays.
Cost: Tickets are $25-$74.
Info: Go to theatreworks.org or
call 650-463-1960.

Stanford Live, the university’s performing arts showcase, will
begin its first summer season July 20 with notes of MexicanAmerican alternative and roots music. Los Angeles-based band
La Santa Cecilia and Bay Area-based Los Cenzontles will perform back-to-back starting at 3 p.m. at Bing Concert Hall, 327
Lasuen St., Stanford.
From its early street-performing days to its 2014 Grammy
Award for best Latin rock or alternative recording, La Santa
Cecilia has become the voice of America’s young Latino population. The band draws inspiration from artists like Miles Davis,
Led Zeppelin and Janis Joplin while its lyrics speak to love, loss
and heartbreak. La Santa Cecilia was named “Best Alternative
Band of the Year” by the L.A. Weekly this year.
More traditionally rooted band Los Cenzontles (Nahuatl for
“The Mockingbirds”) looks deep into Latino tradition to promote
dignity, pride and cultural understanding through its music. Its
revival of Mexican roots music in California extends the traditional music to younger generations, while its powerful hybrid
sound creates a fresh voice for a new Chicano generation.
“It’s an opportunity to reach out to audiences we don’t customarily serve, with more informal and lighter programming. We
hadn’t emphasized Latin American music as much as I think we
ought to,” Wiley Hausam, executive director of Stanford Live,
said in a statement.
Tickets for La Santa Cecilia and Los Cenzontles are available
in person at the Bing Concert Hall Ticket Office, by phone at
650-724-2464 or online at live.stanford.edu. Price range is from
$15 to $35.
— Christina Dong

Film
Poppins fresh
How Walt Disney talked author P.L. Travers into selling him
the rights to Mary Poppins will hit the big screen on July 24 at
the Courthouse Square in downtown Redwood City during an
outdoor showing of “Saving Mr. Banks.” (Rated PG-13.)
Disney promised his daughters he would bring Mary Poppins to the screen in this nonfiction drama, but he didn’t count
on Travers’ stubborn resistance to having her famous work destroyed by Hollywood. More than 20 years after persistently
trying to convince the curmudgeonly author, he finally gets a
hearing in 1961 after the book’s sales have diminished. But after
two weeks of wooing, Travers still won’t budge. Disney finally
connects with Travers only after he reaches into his own past.
The Redwood City showing is part of the city’s free “Movies
on the Square” series throughout the summer, which screens 16
films on Thursday evenings beginning at sundown, at approximately 8:45 p.m. Films are shown on a 25-foot outdoor theater
with high-definition surround-sound located at 2200 Broadway
St. Seating is limited. Blankets are welcome. More information
can be found at redwoodcity.org/events.
— Sue Dremann

Movies
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Annie (Cameron Diaz) and Jay (Jason Segel) watch their video
online in Columbia Pictures’ “Sex Tape.”

OPENINGS
Sex Tape --

T

here’s a sequence early on in
“Sex Tape” during which the
married couple played by
Cameron Diaz and Jason Segel try
repeatedly to rekindle their sexual
flame. Time after time, they almost get “there,” but something
keeps frustrating their enjoyment.

That’s a little like the experience
of watching “Sex Tape,” a sometimes amusing R-rated comedy
that never quite hits the spot.
Diaz’s Annie, owner of the
“Who’s Your Mommy?” blog,
fondly recalls the days when she
and her husband, Jay (Segel), were
as frisky as jackrabbits. Now that
they’re married with children (Se-

bastian Hedges Thomas and Giselle Eisenberg), Annie and Jay
are too tired and over-scheduled to
have sex more than once in a blue
moon. But when a toy and game
company for some reason decides
to buy Annie’s blog, Annie knows
how she wants to celebrate: drop
the kids at mom’s and get down
with Jay.
When the pair fail to get their
groove back, an idea occurs to Annie: they could film themselves.
That’s sexy, right? And so they
do, but Jay — who works in radio
— allows his complicated syncing
app, and practice of giving away
used iPads to send the sex tape
into the cloud where friends and
family (and the mailman) holding
his old iPads can see Annie and
Jay’s homemade porn. Thus begins a quest to find and erase all
copies of the sex tape.
Aside from what no doubt
qualify as the oddest Hollywood
product placements in history
(the book “The Joy of Sex,” the
YouPorn website, and Apple, as
a vehicle for porn), “Sex Tape”
doesn’t go to many surprising
places. Oddly, Annie and Jay’s
frantic journey into the night has
basically one stop, after a relatively
easy negotiation with friends Robby (Rob Corddry) and Tess (Ellie
Kemper): to the home of the CEO
(Rob Lowe) who hasn’t yet signed
on the dotted line to buy Annie’s
blog. Lowe gamely plays along
with a bit of casting that is itself
a joke (the actor got into hot water
for his own sex tape in 1988), and
the extended scene wrings some

 #

chuckles out of the randomness of
the CEO’s pastimes (not so many
yuks from Jay’s showdown with
an attack dog).
The oddly paced narrative eventually settles on another necessary
journey into the night, and the unconvincing decision to break and
enter (with kids in tow). Laughs
fail to develop in this sequence
(despite a cameo by an unbilled
comedy star) or in the long-telegraphed setpiece of a fourth-grade
graduation ceremony. The longstanding team of Segel and Nicholas Stoller rewrote Kate Angelo’s
screenplay, but none of the three
writers brings much to the game
in plotting, characterization, or
comic invention. And in the perhaps-tied hands of director Jake
Kasdan (who’s done better work
elsewhere), it’s all rather bland —
in spite of the foulmouthed language and teasing fleshiness of
the stars.
Ironically, “Sex Tape” works
best as a rather sweet look at a loving couple trying to keep its sex

life active; that’s a theme that’ll
resonate strongly with audience
members who have left the kids
home with a sitter. The opening
montage sequence establishing
the couple’s hot-to-cold history
probably delivers the film’s biggest laughs; it’s just too bad that
“Sex Tape” has the same problem
as its protagonists.
Rated R for strong sexual content, nudity, language and some
drug use. One hour, thirty-four
minutes.
— Peter Canavese

Century Theatres at Palo Alto Square
Fri 7/18
Chef – 4:15, 7:15, 10:00
Wish I Was Here – 1:00, 3:15, 5:30, 7:45, 10:05
Sat 7/19
Chef – 1:20, 4:15, 7:15, 10:00
Wish I Was Here – 1:00, 3:15, 5:30, 7:45, 10:05
Sun – Tue & Thurs 7/20-22 & 7/24
Chef – 1:20, 4:15, 7:15
Wish I Was Here – 1:00, 3:15, 5:30, 7:45
Wed Only 7/23
Chef – 1:20, 7:15
Wish I Was Here – 1:00, 3:15, 5:30, 7:45

Tickets and Showtimes available at cinemark.com

LIAM NEESON
MILA KUNIS ADRIEN BRODY OLIVIA WILDE JAMES FRANCO MORAN ATIAS MARIA BELLO KIM BASINGER

“★★★★
(HIGHEST RATING)

PAUL HAGGIS HAS MADE HIS BEST FILM TO DATE.”
-Mick LaSalle, SAN FRANCISCO CHRONICLE
A FILM BY PAUL HAGGIS

WWW.SONYCLASSICS.COM

NOW PLAYING

  

WRITTEN AND DIRECTED BY PAUL HAGGIS
CENTURY CINEMAS 16
1500 N. Shoreline Blvd,
Mountain View (800) FANDANGO

VIEW THE TRAILER AT WWW.3RDPERSONMOVIE.COM

  

  !    
 "  %'"()&$ *  ! 
  &  ' 
      $"#% 
Tickets $10 | tickets.stanford.edu | 650.725.2787
All programs subject to change
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Experience

Sign up now
to sell your home in the fall
so DeLeon Realty can begin
your home’s tramsformation!

Before

After

Here are some our our results
from this year:
Address

% Sold Over List Price Days On
Market
30 Southgate St., Atherton
27.37%
10
510 Alicia Wy., Los Altos

22.62%

7

1840 Valparaiso Ave., Menlo Park

43.06%

9

2412 Laura Ln., Mountain View

31.76%

8

1138 Stanislaus Ln., Palo Alto

37.53%

8

678 Webster St. #2, Palo Alto

44.07%

9

101 Alma St. #702, Palo Alto

20.93%

9

1302 Channing Ave., Palo Alto

26.02%

8

479 Ferne Ave., Palo Alto

21.12%

9

3724 Feather Ln., Palo Alto

64.88%

8

2202 Greer Rd., Palo Alto

25.75%

8

650.488.7325
www.deleonrealty.com
CalBRE #01903224
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This Downtown Palo Alto home listed for $1,298,000 and

Before

After

This South Palo Alto home listed for $1,998,000 and

e the DeLeon Difference
Before

sold for $1,870,000 in 9 days.

This Crescent Park home in Palo Alto listed for $2,698,000 and sold for $3,400,000 in 8 days.

Before

sold for $2,420,000 in 9 days.

After

After

This Mountain View home listed for $998,000 and sold for $1,315,000 in 8 days.
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We’re Hiring
Arts & Entertainment Editor
The Palo Alto Weekly is for looking for a talented, experienced
journalist with a passion for the worlds of art and entertainment.
The ideal candidate for the full-time job of Arts & Entertainment Editor
will be knowledgeable about the local scene, from Mountain View to
Redwood City. You are as adept at covering the traditional arts as you
are great nightlife. You can tweet from events, brainstorm multimedia
features and dive into arts education. As A&E Editor, you will be
responsible for seeking out and keeping our readership informed of all
the signiﬁcant and interesting arts happenings via our website (www.
paloaltoonline.com/arts), weekly print edition and social media.
This is a great opportunity for an organized and creative self-starter
who also enjoys working as part of a team. Because this is an
editor position, we are looking for someone with a strong journalism
background and plenty of ideas. Solid editing, writing and social media
skills a must. Please email your resume, cover letter and three A&Erelated clips to Editor Jocelyn Dong at jdong@paweekly.com, with
“Arts Editor” in the subject line. NO PHONE CALLS, PLEASE.
The Palo Alto Weekly, part of the independent Embarcadero Media
group of news organizations, is an award-winning, 35-year-old online
and print publication.

Dawn of the Planet of the Apes --“Dawn of the Planet of the Apes” is the
latest in a series of Hollywood action
reboots which aim to transform a campy
movie into a gloomy and serious film.
“Cloverfield” director Matt Reeves’ latest
film, the second in a series of prequels
to the 1968 classic “Planet of the Apes,”
follows this recent trend. The film envisions the breakout of a virus that ravages most of humanity and leaves survivors scattered and largely disconnected
from each other. While a human community led by Dreyfus (Gary Oldman)
lives in the ruins of San Francisco in
near hopelessness, the apes enjoy near
utopian prosperity under the leadership
of the first genetically modified simian,
Caesar (Andy Serkis). In his first leading role since “Zero Dark Thirty,” Jason
Clarke exhibits charisma as a virus survivor who must negotiate with the apes to
bring electric power to the humans. The
film’s chief cinematic assets are its apes,
portrayed by actors in motion capture
suits, which hunt deer, fight grizzly bears
and speak to each other in sign. The film
succeeds in disturbing viewers because
it makes an effort to be plausible. The
film plays off the threat terrorists groups
pose in the Middle East and reveals how
frightening social instability can be. Rated PG-13 for intense sci-fi violence and
brief strong language. Two hours and 10
minutes. — C.A.
Tammy -Written by the film and TV star Melissa
McCarthy with her husband Ben Falcone
— who also directs — “Tammy” should
have all the right moves to drive her fans
wild. Instead, it’s likely to inspire the
question “Is this all there is?” “Tammy”
looks for all the world like a big, brash
comedy. But seen close-up, it more
often evinces a low-key indie, with deep
reservoirs of melancholy at best and
wan clichés at worst. McCarthy plays
the titular born loser, who loses her car,
fast-food job and philandering husband
in rapid succession. Walking home to
Mom (Allison Janney) a few doors down,
Tammy announces she needs to be anywhere but here and reluctantly accepts
her hard-drinking grandma Pearl (Susan
Sarandon) as her partner in crime (at one
point, literally), since it’s Pearl who has
a car and cash in the thousands. The
road-movie formula that kicks in might
not have been an obstacle to fun had
McCarthy and Falcone been in a quirkier
mood. But “Tammy” proves dispiritedly
“been there, done that” as the bickering
Tammy and Pearl pick up a father-son
pair — one horny, one sweet — at a
roadhouse (Gary Cole and Mark Duplass, too, seem uninspired). The average viewer will expect raucous comedy
“Tammy” has only in short supply. Rated
R for language including sexual references. One hour, 36 minutes. — P.C.

MOVIE REVIEWERS
P.C. – Peter Canavese, T.H. – Tyler Hanley,
S.T. – Susan Tavernetti, C.A. – Cooper Aspegren
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"6 Ê/ All showtimes are for Friday – Sunday only unless otherwise noted.
For other times, reviews and trailers, go to PaloAltoOnline.com/movies.
Movie times are subject to change. Call theaters for the latest.
22 Jump Street (R) (( Century 16: 10:45 a.m., 1:40, 4:25, 7:15 & 10 p.m.
Century 20: 12:05, 2:45, 5:25, 8:05 & 10:45 p.m.
America (PG-13)

Century 16: 5:05 & 10:15 p.m. Sat & Sun 11:50 a.m.

Begin Again (R) Aquarius Theatre: 12:30, 1:45, 3, 4:15, 5:30, 7, 8 & 9:40
p.m. Century 20: Fri & Sat 11:15 a.m., 1:55, 4:30, 7:15 & 9:55 p.m.
The Breakfast Club (1985) (R)
Century 16: Sun 2 p.m. Century 20: Sun 2 p.m.
Chef (R) Century 20: Fri & Sat 11:30 a.m., 2:15, 5, 7:45 & 10:25 p.m.
Palo Alto Square: 4:15 & 7:15 p.m. Fri & Sat 10 p.m. Sat & Sun 1:20 p.m.
Dawn of the Planet of the Apes (PG-13) ((( Century 16: 9:50 & 10:40
a.m.; 1, 1:50, 4:10, 5, 7:20, 8:10 & 10:25 p.m. Fri & Sat 11:15 p.m. In 3-D at 9 &
11:25 a.m.; 12:10, 2:40, 3:20, 5:50, 6:30, 9 & 9:40 p.m. In 3-D Fri & Sat 12:01
a.m. Century 20: 10:25, 11:20 & 11:35 a.m.; 1:30, 2:40, 4:35, 5:45, 6:10, 7:40,
8:50 & 10:45 p.m. In 3-D at 11 a.m., 2:10, 3:20, 5:15, 8:20 & 9:35 p.m. In X-D at
12:50, 3:55, 7 & 10:05 p.m.
Earth to Echo (PG)
Century 16: Fri & Sat 9:05 & 11:30 a.m., 5 p.m.
Century 20: Fri & Sat 10:40 a.m., 1:05, 3:30, 5:50, 8:10 & 10:30 p.m.
Edge of Tomorrow (PG-13) ((( Century 16: 11 a.m., 1:45, 4:35, 7:30 &
10:20 p.m. Century 20: Fri & Sat 2:25 & 9:35 p.m.
The Fault in Our Stars (PG-13)

Century 20: Fri & Sat 12:15 & 6:30 p.m.

How to Train Your Dragon 2 (PG) (((
Century 16: Fri 9:10 & 11:45 a.m.; 2:20, 4:55, 7:35 & 10:10 p.m. Sat 9:10 &
11:45 a.m.; 2:20, 4:55, 7:35 & 10:10 p.m. Sun 9:10 & 11:45 a.m.; 2:20, 4:55, 7:35
& 10:10 p.m. Mon 9:10 & 11:45 a.m.; 2:20, 4:55, 7:35 & 10:10 p.m.
Century 20: Fri 10:50 a.m., 1:40, 4:20, 6:55 & 9:30 p.m. Sat 10:50 a.m., 1:40,
4:20, 6:55 & 9:30 p.m. Mon 10:50 a.m., 1:40, 4:20, 6:55 & 9:30 p.m.
Jersey Boys (R) ((1/2

Century 16: 1:55, 7:25 & 10:30 p.m.

Life Itself (Not Rated)

Guild Theatre: 1, 4, 7 & 9:45 p.m.

Maleficent (PG) (( Century 16: 9:20 a.m. & 7:45 p.m. Fri & Sat 2:35 p.m.
Century 20: Fri & Sat 11:50 a.m. 2:20, 4:50, 7:20 & 9:50 p.m.
Monty Python Live (Mostly) (R)

Century 20: Sun 11:30 a.m.

Planes: Fire & Rescue (PG) Century 16: 9:40 a.m., 2:20 & 7:10 p.m. In 3-D
at noon, 4:40 & 9:35 p.m. Century 20: 11:35 a.m. 2, 4:25, 7 & 9:25 p.m. In
3-D at 10:30 a.m., 12:55, 3:20, 5:45, 8:10 & 10:35 p.m.
The Purge: Anarchy (R) Century 16: 9:05 & 11:40 a.m.; 2:25, 5, 7:40 &
10:35 p.m. Fri & Sat 12:01 a.m. Century 20: 12:10, 2:45, 5:20, 8 & 10:40 p.m.
Fri & Sat 10:50 a.m., 1:25, 4, 6:40 & 9:20 p.m.
Sex Tape (R) Century 16: 10:15 & 11:30 a.m.; 12:45, 2, 3:15, 4:30, 5:45, 7,
8:15, 9:30 & 10:40 p.m. Fri & Sat 12:01 a.m. Century 20: Fri & Sat 11:05 a.m.,
12:20, 1:35, 2:50, 4:05, 5:20, 6:40, 7:55, 9:15 & 10:30 p.m.
The Sound of Music (1965) (Not Rated)
Stanford Theatre: 7:30 p.m. Sat & Sun 3 p.m.
Tammy (R) (( Century 16: 9:45 a.m., 12:15, 2:45, 5:15, 7:50 & 10:20 p.m.
Century 20: Fri & Sat 10:30 a.m., 12:55, 3:20, 5:50, 8:15 & 10:40 p.m.
Third Person (R)

Century 16: 9:30 a.m., 12:40, 3:50, 7 & 10:10 p.m.

Transformers: Age of Extinction (PG-13) Century 16: 11:35 a.m., 3:25,
7:05 & 10:40 p.m. Century 20: Fri & Sat 11:30 a.m., 3:15, 6:55 & 10:30 p.m.
Wish I Was Here (R) (Not Reviewed)
Palo Alto Square: 3:15, 5:30 & 7:45 p.m. Fri & Sat 10:05 p.m.

( -«ÊÌ (( -iÊÀi`ii}ÊµÕ>ÌiÃ ((( Ê}`ÊLiÌ (((( "ÕÌÃÌ>`}

Aquarius: 430 Emerson St., Palo Alto (266-9260)
Century Cinema 16: 1500 N. Shoreline Blvd., Mountain View
(800-326-3264)
Century 20 Downtown: 825 Middlefield Road, Redwood City
(800-326-3264)
CinéArts at Palo Alto Square:
3000 El Camino Real, Palo Alto (493-0128)
Guild: 949 El Camino Real, Menlo Park (266-9260)
Stanford: 221 University Ave., Palo Alto (324-3700)
Internet address: For show times, plot synopses, trailers and more
information about films playing, go to PaloAltoOnline.com/movies
ON THE WEB: Up-to-date movie listings at PaloAltoOnline.com

Enjoy the ride.

Name: Rudi Wever
Position: Sales
Last Book Read: The Art
of Racing in the Rain
Last Movie: The Icemen
Last Ride: Highway 9, across
Skyline Blvd., down Page Mill Rd,
and into work.

Mt. Revard

Aix-les-Bains

Favorite Epic Ride: Mt. Revard via
Chambery to Aix-les-Bains... amazing!
Bike: LeMond Tete de Course

171 University Ave., Palo Alto

s

650.328.7411

s

www.paloaltobicycles.com
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s

Hours: Mon. - Fri. 10am - 7pm, Sat. 10am - 6pm, Sun. 11am - 5pm
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Eating Out
Pacific Catch makes a splash
New to Mountain View, restaurant offers succulent seafood
and lively libations, but service is uneven

P

two who created World Wraps a
couple of blocks down Chestnut
Street in 1996.
I was a tad confused when I
opened the three-panel Pacific
Catch menu during my first visit.
There were more than 60 items,
plus a lengthy beverage list with
craft cocktails and an additional
menu of daily specials that added another dozen options.
Fortunately, the selections
were categorized into groups like
Pacific starters, Hawaiian poke,
sushi and salads, fish and chips
and sandwiches, island tacos and
Pan-Asian rice bowls. There was
also a kids menu, gluten-free
menu and bar bites — the latter
mercifully not presented.
Unfortunately, without information on the preparation,
presentation or portion size,
we didn’t know what to order. I
mentioned to our waitress that
we had never been in before.
She was unfazed and wandered
off, returning three times to take
our orders without making suggestions.
Meanwhile, at a neighboring
table, a different waiter recited
detailed information about what
the dishes were, what was on
them, what the fish was and how
each dish was prepared. After

Pacific Catch
545 San Antonio Road
Mountain View; 650-941-1810;
pacificcatch.com
Hours: Sunday-Thursday
11 a.m.-10 p.m.;
Friday-Saturday 11 a.m.-11 p.m
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overhearing his expert advice,
we knew what to order. On her
fourth pass, our waitress smilingly took our order. At the same
time we ordered draft beers, and
despite the bar being sparsely
populated, it took 15 minutes for
service.
The original poke ($12) came
as cubes of sushi-grade ahi tuna
that had been marinated in sesame-soy and spicy seasonings.
Topped with toasted sesame
seeds, the ahi was firm and meltin-the-mouth delicate.
Cabo calamari ($9.50) offered

>Ì>>Ê >â>ÀÛ>

by Dale F. Bentson
acific Catch landed a big
one. Besides opening their
sixth and largest Pacific
Catch restaurant at The Village
at San Antonio Center in Mountain View, David Gingrass was
hired as corporate executive chef
in March.
Highly regarded Gingrass has
cooked at Spago, Bix and Postrio
in San Francisco, as well as owning the sadly missed, deliciously
upscale Hawthorne Lane in the
city. His signature is bold, rich
flavors. Gingrass is just starting
to exert his influence with new
Pacific Catch entrees in conjunction with wild salmon season.
Besides Gingrass, the food,
ambiance, and prices make Pacific Catch a worthwhile casual
destination. Located adjacent to
Paul Martin’s American Grill,
the restaurant is open, spacious
and stylish with a large patio,
indoor/outdoor bar, booths and
tables, private dining areas and
a tumbling wall of water. Decorwise, it’s Pacific Rim — a blend
of Hawaiian, Asian and West
Coast.
Pacific Catch was founded in
San Francisco’s Marina District
in 2003 by partners Aaron Noveschen and Keith Cox, the same

Sous chef Javier Rivera assembles a Korean barbecue bowl with
salmon at Pacific Catch restaurant.
crispy squid with deep-fried
lemon slices and Fresno chilies.
The spicy chipotle aioli added
just the right touch.
The island taco platter ($12.50
for two, $15.50 for three) offered
a choice of mixing or matching
from five fillings. We chose
mahi-mahi for one and crispy
shrimp for the other. The mahimahi had been rubbed with spices and deep fried; it was served
on a bed of cabbage, avocado,
tomatillo salsa and lime crema.
The battered shrimp had similar
ingredients. Served with black
beans and choice of side, the tacos reminded me of street food
— crisp, fresh, flavorful.
The Korean rib bowl ($16.50)

was a heap of rice with barbecued ribs, green onion banchan
(chilies, soy) seasoned cucumber, shredded omelet, daikon
sprouts and shredded nori (seaweed), mounded over. The ribs
were tasty but after the meat and
few shredded vegetables, it was
just a lot of rice.
Of the eight sushi rolls, I
opted for the “rising sun” ($13),
an over-sized wrap of tempura
shrimp, rice, avocado, ginger
and cucumber wrapped in ahi
tuna with ponzu (citrus sauce).
Sticky, fresh and slightly spicy, it
was an excellent roll, but meant
for sharing — it’s way too big as
a single appetizer. Half-orders
would have been wonderful.

Serving Fine Chinese Cuisine
in Palo Alto since 1956
A Great Place for Get-togethers
Happy Hour s Catering s Gift Certiﬁcates
Private Dining s Meeting s Banquet Rooms

DINNERS EVERYDAY FROM
AROUND THE WORLD

50% Off
Your First Order
Code: PAWEEKLY50

[Chopsticks Always Optional]

We have daily dim sum service from 11am-2pm. We also offer
tasty vegetarian and vegan dishes. In our Bar we have happy
hours from 3pm to 6pm / Mon-Fri. Book now for our private
rooms and banquet facilities. And don’t forget about our
take out and delivery. In addition to all this, we’re open
365 Days / 11am-9:30pm and parking is never a problem.

Expires on Sunday at midnight.

“Voted Best
Dim Sum in
Silicon Valle
y”

2013

www.gobble.com (650) 752-6001
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– Metro’s best of
Silicon Valley 201
3

Ming’s Chinese Cuisine and Bar
1700 Embarcadero Road, Palo Alto
tel 650.856.7700 / fax 650.855.9479 / www.mings.com

Eating Out
Doggie-bag sushi just doesn’t
do it.
The fish and chips ($10.50
for two pieces, $12.50 for three,
$14.50 for four)was catch of the
day (cod), lightly battered and
fried in canola oil, served with
slaw and your choice of fries.
Overall, it was the most disappointing of the dishes we tried
— not bad, but bland. Even the
jalapeno tartar sauce didn’t offer
much spark and the allotment of
fries was meager.
Spencer Lutz is the chef in the
kitchen. His food was very good
— the portions large, the presentations artistic and tempting,
food arrived hot. However, one
night the entrees came when we
were only halfway through our

starters. No apologies, the waitress just pushed the food onto the
table. Our entrees were cooled
by the time we got to them.
Service-wise, other visits
were spotty as well. Sometimes,
waiters disappeared for lengthy
periods; other times, it seemed
they hovered near the table. In
three visits, nothing ever seemed
quite in sync in the front of the
house.
For dessert, don’t miss the terrific leche rolls ($7). Fried dulce
de leche was divine. Sweet, yes,
but not overly, with a crumbly,
phyllo-like exterior and soft,
creamy interior under a fat scoop
of vanilla ice cream drizzled
with caramel. I’d go back just
for that. N

Tidbits
by Elena Kadvany

SHAKEUP AT LYTTON GATEWAY
...Some are staking claim and others are passing on the hot retail
space at Palo Alto’s soon-to-becompleted Lytton Gateway, the
massive four-story Survey Monkey
building at the corner of Lytton
and Alma Street. The news came
last week that third-wave coffee
cult favorite Blue Bottle Coffee
no longer plans to move into the
space, for reasons unknown. “We
decided against moving forward
with the Lytton Avenue location,
but we’re committed to a presence
in Palo Alto,” Blue Bottle Communications Manager Byard Duncan
wrote in an email. “We’re eagerly
exploring a few other opportunities there.” The very first retailer
to open at Lytton Gateway will be
Gelataio, an independent gelato
shop owned by a Palo Alto couple,
Christianne Mares and Jorge
Borbolla, who originally hail from
Mexico and have backgrounds in
tech. Gelataio, which will open no
later than Aug. 1, will serve Italianinspired gelato made on site with
— you guessed it — ingredients
that are as local and as organic
as humanly possible. With Blue
Bottle out, two Lytton Gateway
retail spaces remain open — a
1,199-square-foot space on Lytton
and a 1,336-square-foot space on
Alma, according to Jason Nortz,
city planner for the Lytton Gateway
project.
CAFE MOVES INTO BARGAIN
BOX ... That was quick. South Bay
bakery/cafè chain Le Boulanger is
taking over the 341 California Ave.
space vacated by Bargain Box last
month. Le Boulanger Senior Vice
President Jeff Brunello has applied
for a conditional use permit to sell
beer and wine in the space, as well
as a request for staff-level architectural review for minor changes to
the building’s facade. Brunello did
not return requests for comment.
Le Boulanger operates 17 cafes

throughout the Peninsula, including
in Menlo Park, Mountain View, Los
Altos and Redwood City.
TANDOORI SHUTTERS ... California Avenue fast-food Indian
joint Tandoori Oven has suddenly
shuttered, with a curt handwritten
sign appearing in the front window
that reads, “Closed :( sorry, out of
business.” An employee at another
Tandoori location — there are six
total, including Palo Alto — who
asked to remain anonymous said
Wednesday that co-owner Mani
Kabir sold his share of the business to his partner and that the
South Bay chain will close entirely.
Palo Alto’s lease was up, he said.
Tandoori’s Campbell location has
already closed, the worker said,
and Los Gatos will shutter by
November. Outposts in San Jose,
Daly City and Santa Clara remain
for now. Owners told employees
the restaurants were not doing
well, but the employee said he
hasn’t seen a drop in business.
Kabir, who did not return requests
for comment, opened at 365
California Ave. (between The
Counter and Starbucks) in
December 2008. And the space
has already been spoken for, with
Pizza Studio, a fast-casual chain
where customers can create their
own pizzas (think Chipotle model),
laying claim to the lease. Jeff
Burrill, the regional developer for
Los Angeles-based Pizza Studio,
said he’s already in the permitting process with the city. “We’re
hoping as soon as we’re issued
that building permit, we’re going
to be off and running, and five
or six weeks later we’ll be open.”
Pizza Studio slings 11-inch pizzas,
all $7.99 each plus unlimited toppings, that diners can customize. N

ShopTalk
by Daryl Savage

DOWNTOWN: ONE OPENING,
TWO CLOSINGS ... Downtown
Palo Alto has lost a steakhouse
and will soon lose a pizza restaurant. California Pizza Kitchen,
531 Cowper St., is scheduled to
close in mid-August. Although
CPK officials did not return calls for
comment, an employee at the restaurant said the staff was told last
month that CPK’s lease was not
being renewed. Palo Alto’s other
CPK, located in the Stanford
Shopping Center, is unaffected
by the downtown closing and will
remain in business. Also on the
chopping block is the nearly new
Palo Alto Grill, 140 University
Ave., which went dark on July 12
after just 15 months in business.
The steakhouse opened to much
fanfare last year, following a major
renovation of the 3,900-squarefoot downtown space, which was
once home to Miyake, the former
sushi bar. The owners of Palo Alto
Grill also ran Lavanda, the Croatian
restaurant that shut down in the
summer of 2012. But all is not lost.
It will be a quick turn-around for
that corner space. Veteran restaurateur Thierry Fassiotti has taken
it over as director of operations,

changing the name to Alkymists
and hoping to have the newly
remodeled, 70-seat restaurant
open in early August. Thierry calls
the cuisine for Alkymists “world
fusion. It’s a mixture of North African, Asian, Latin American and
California fusion.” Fassiotti, who
moved here from Los Angeles to
create Alkymists, is unfazed to
open a new place in the already
restaurant-saturated University
Avenue. “Competition is exciting.
And it’s healthy. There’s nothing
else in Palo Alto anything like this
restaurant,” he said.
MV OFFICEMAX CLOSING, ROSS
TO MOVE IN ... In anticipation of its
July 26th scheduled closing,
OfficeMax in Mountain View’s
Rengstorff Center is liquidating
its entire inventory. Several large
signs advertising “Up to 50% off,”
went up last month to announce
the office supply store’s closure.
Mountain View’s OfficeMax is one
of approximately 400 stores to close
nationwide. The shutdowns are the
result of last year’s merger of Office
Depot with OfficeMax. In Mountain
View, the vacancy caused by the
closing of OfficeMax in Rengstorff

Center, at the intersection of Leghorn Street and adjacent to the onramps to U.S. Highway 101, will be
short-lived. Ross Stores is planning
to fill the 24,000-square-foot-spot,
said an industry source. Ross will
be re-locating from its current spot
in San Antonio Center. Ross’ move
is somewhat surprising since its
current lease does not expire until
2016, but because of the construction nearby, making parking lot access a little more complicated, Ross
was more than happy to get out of
its lease earlier, the source said.
LONGTIME FLORIST GONE ...
Avenue Florist, 347 S. California
Ave., is the latest victim of the
modernization of the aging building it has inhabited for 25 years.
The shop’s last day in business
was June 30. A sign on the front
door of the vacated store advises
customers that it has lost its lease
and explains that another florist,
“Twig and Petals in Menlo Park
will continue serving your needs.”
Avenue Florist’s next door neighbor, The Bargain Box, a thrift store
that raised money for the nonprofit
Children’s Health Council, is also
gone for good. N

Heard a rumor about your
favorite store or business
moving out, or in, down the
block or across town? Daryl
Savage will check it out. Email
shoptalk@paweekly.com.

PENINSULA

Discover the best places to eat this week!
AMERICAN

Armadillo Willy’s
941-2922
1031 N. San Antonio Road, Los Altos
www.armadillowillys.com
ITALIAN

CHINESE

New Tung Kee Noodle House
947-8888
520 Showers Drive, Mountain View
www.shopmountainview.com/luunoodlemv

Cucina Venti
254-1120
1390 Pear Ave, Mountain View
www.cucinaventi.com
INDIAN

Janta Indian Restaurant
462-5903
369 Lytton Ave.
www.jantaindianrestaurant.com

Read and post reviews,
explore restaurant menus,
get hours and
directions and more at
ShopPaloAlto, ShopMenloPark
and ShopMountainView

powered by:

Check out more food news
online at Elena Kadvany’s blog,
Peninsula Foodist,
at paloaltoonline.com/blogs/.
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CLOSER THAN
YOU THINK.
A WORLD AWAY
FROM ORDINARY.

Learn How Moving to
Trilogy at The Vineyards
Can Change Your Life.
Trilogy at The Vineyards is
the perfect place for the
next chapter in your life.
Nestled against Mount
Diablo among working
vineyards and olive orchards
in Brentwood, Trilogy oﬀers
the ultimate resort lifestyle
in a casually elegant, funloving environment that will
keep you active and feeling
great.
You can live the Good Life
every day: Food and wine,
sports, health and wellness
activities, learn new things,
meet new friends and follow
your passion. That’s what
Trilogy can do for you. Book
your tour and ﬁnd out how.

NEW FIRENZE
HOMESITES
JUST RELEASED LIMITED SUPPLY!
Call today and schedule a
private community tour.

TO U R 1 1 G O R G E O U S M O D E L S | M I D $ 4 0 0 s - $ 8 0 0 s + | T R I LO GY L I F E .C O M | 8 5 5 . 3 2 1 . 3 7 2 3
Wine country living in charming Brentwood
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OPEN HOME GUIDE 57
Also online at PaloAltoOnline.com

Home Front
DIY CHICKENS ... Hidden Villa
staff will offer a “Chicken Workshop” from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.
on Saturday, July 19, at 26870
Moody Road, Los Altos Hills. In
the hands-on class, participants
will learn how to butcher their
own chickens and prep them
for the table. They will go home
with fresh, organic, locally raised
chicken. Cost is $80. Information: 650-949-8650 or hiddenvilla.org
FEAST FOR SENSES ... This
year’s Connoisseurs’ Marketplace, with a theme of “A Feast
for the Senses,” takes place from
10 a.m. to 6 p.m. on Saturday,
July 19, and Sunday, July 20,
on Santa Cruz Avenue between
El Camino Real and Johnson
Street in Menlo Park. The festival
features the work of 250 artists,
chef demos, green products,
and home and garden displays
— as well as live music, food and
drink. The free event is sponsored by the Menlo Park Chamber of Commerce. Information:
650-325-2818 or marketplace.
miramarevents.com
A CUTTING GARDEN ... Mimi
Clarke, formerly lead horticulturist at Filoli and now owner of
Fiddle Fern Landscaping, will
teach a class on “Cutting Garden Design” from 10:30 a.m. to
12:30 p.m. on Wednesday, July
30, at Filoli, 86 Cañada Road,
Woodside. The class will focus
on materials, choosing plants
and growing tips and will include
a visit to the Filoli cutting garden.
Cost is $45 for nonmembers,
$37 for members. Information:
650-364-8300 or filoli.org

Vegetables such as corn and kale thrive in the front-yard garden of Kerry van den Haak’s
Palo Alto home.

A red cherry tomato shines in the robust,
edible garden.

YARDAGE SALE ... FabMo,
which gives away samples of designer fabrics monthly (for a small
donation), will hold an inventoryreducing sale from 2 to 8 p.m.
on Thursday, July 24, and 2 to
6 p.m. on Friday, July 25, in the
workshop at 2423 Old Middlefield Way, Suite F, Mountain View.
Volunteers are needed for sort
and set up Wednesday, as well
as to greet, help on the floor and
act as cashier during the event.
Featured items include bolts and
large pieces of garment-weight
fabric, as well as designer fabrics. Information: fabmo.org

of their

A

YOUNG TREE CARE ... Canopy
is looking for volunteers to attend
upcoming trainings on young
tree care. Once trained, volunteers will go through Palo Alto

VÌÕi`ÊÊ«>}iÊ{£)
Send notices of news and events
related to real estate, interior design,
home improvement and gardening to
Home Front, Palo Alto Weekly, P.O. Box
1610, Palo Alto, CA 94302, or email
cblitzer@paweekly.com. Deadline is
one week before publication.

Fruits

Cherry tomatoes grow next to an asparagus
plant, demonstrating how two types of crops
can coexist.

labor

few years ago, when rebuilding her
inherited Palo Alto home from the
ground up, Kerry van den Haak decided that a vegetable garden should supplant the front lawn.
Flanked by one-story houses, she turned
to tiered, raised garden beds to help mitigate
the tall appearance of her two-story home.
She packed the garden beds with fertile soil,
installed a drip irrigation system and planted
a variety of vegetables including corn, beans,
squash, tomatoes, cucumbers, kale, pumpkins, melons and peppers.
“Some of these beds give me three crops a
year, one every four months,” van den Haak
said. “I grow summer crops, winter crops
and in-between crops.”
Van den Haak’s garden is one of 10 sites
that will appear in Common Ground’s 8th
Annual Edible Landscaping Tour on July 19.
In addition to front-yard gardens, highlights
include greenhouses, composting, fruit trees,
and chickens and coops.
Though van den Haak is a member of the
Midtown Garden Circle, a group of gardeners that meets once a month in members’
homes to trade tips and share experiences,
this year marks her first taste of the Edible
Landscaping Tour.
“Those are really the only other gardeners

Common Ground’s
Edible Landscaping Tour
features 10 gardens
by Benjamin Custer
photos by Ciera Pasturel

who I know in the area, so I hope to pick up
some hints from going to see the other participants’ gardens,” van den Haak said.
Her introduction to the tour can be traced
to a Craigslist transaction. A couple of years
ago, she had plants to sell and posted an ad.
When the woman who answered the ad arrived to pick up the plants, the two started
talking about gardening and have been
friends ever since. They garden together
regularly in van den Haak’s front yard.
“My friend saw the tour advertised and
asked me to see if I could put my garden in
the tour,” van den Haak said. “So, I called the
girls, and they came out and looked around,
and they were happy with what they saw. It
just takes a little encouragement for me to do
things like that.”
Van den Haak considers good sun, good
soil and a good water supply to be her recipe
for success. The clay soil native to Palo Alto
is not conducive to gardening, which is why
she relies on garden beds. Though she feels
it would be difficult to maintain a garden in
the backyard given the quality of the soil, she
enjoys nine healthy fruit trees. Unlike vegetable beds, van den Haak said, fruit trees do
not need to be re-dug each year.
VÌÕi`ÊÊ«>}iÊ{£)
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JUDY

BOGARD-TANIGAMI

650. 207.2111
judytanigami@gmail.com
CalBRE# 00298975

SHERI

CINDY

CalBRE# 01060012

CalBRE# 01918407

BOGARD-HUGHES
650. 279.4003
shughes@apr.com

BOGARD-O’GORMAN
650.924.8365
cbogardogorman@apr.com

ConsultantsInRealEstate.com
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25857 Westwind Way, Los Altos Hills
......................................................................................................

ONE-OF-A-KIND BAY VIEW STATE

......................................................................................................

From the moment of arrival, this home exudes a Zenlike ambiance of inspired beauty. Discreetly positioned
from the street, the one-level ﬂoor plan melds in seamlessly with the natural beauty for which Los Altos Hills
is known, while also taking full advantage of sweeping
views out to the San Francisco Bay. A linear, geometric
theme extends throughout, beginning with custom metal art at the front entrance and extending to 4 individual
terraces, triangular in shape. Precision craftsmanship is
evident at every turn, with towering ceiling heights, all
redwood and many with skylights, limestone ﬂoors, and
perfectly placed lighting for art. Throughout the design,
formal conventions are sidestepped with an extraordinary openness and sliding glass doors in almost every
room. A pool and vast terrace are perfect for outdoor
entertaining amid the privacy afforded by more than 3
acres - and all at a convenient, close-in location.

· Contemporary luxury home with magniﬁcent views of
the San Francisco Bay
· One level with 3 bedrooms and 4.5 bathrooms
· 1-bedroom, 1-bath guest house with full kitchen
· Approximately 4,150 square feet of living space in
cluding the guest house*
· Lot size of approximately 3.1 acres; MFA 10,689/
MDA 18,429
· Towering ceilings of redwood, numerous skylights,
and limestone ﬂoors
· Sliding glass doors in almost every room open to a ter
race or private deck
· Center courtyard terrace with pool, spa, and barbecue
center
· Existing orchard and potential vineyard site
· Top-rated Palo Alto schools*
*Buyer to verify

Offered at $6,500,000

Home & Real Estate

Decorative pots line the path toward a variety of edible
plants in van den Haak’s front yard.

Cucumber plants lean against tilted PVC pipes to ensure
they absorb the right amount of sunlight and are easily
accessible.

Fruits of their labor

The vegetables in her front-yard garden combine with
the fruit trees in her backyard and a raised garden bed
along the side of the house to supply between 30 to 40
percent of her household’s annual food intake, van den
Haak estimated.
“The tomatoes are just starting, the beans I’ve started to
pick, the cucumbers are ripe, so I won’t be buying any of
those for the next four months,” she said.
Van den Haak still makes occasional trips to the store
for vegetables and fruits she can’t grow, such as avocados,
in addition to items such as rice, eggs, bread and meat.
The edible landscape also helps to take a bite out of her
water bill each month. There is no lawn in the front yard,
and there is a fake lawn in the backyard. The garden flourishes with the drip line system, which means there is no
need for sprinklers. She said her household’s water usage
is in the bottom 20 percent of the neighborhood.
And a sustainable yard does not mean an ugly yard.
“You can mix flowers and vegetables,” she said. “It
doesn’t have to be one or the other.”
Sprinkled throughout her garden are succulents, gazanias, dahlias, salvias, butterfly bush and plumerias.
Assuming she is in town, van den Haak hopes to participate annually in the Edible Landscaping Tour. N
Editorial Intern Benjamin Custer can be emailed at
bcuster@paweekly.com.
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She has cultivated a passion for gardening throughout
her life. Born and raised in Melbourne, Australia, she
grew vegetables similar to those in her current garden, as
the areas have similar climates.
“I’ve always grown food, but not in the front to this
extent,” she said. “I’ve had gardens with mostly ornamentals, where I’d tuck in some lettuces or some other edible
things.”
She moved to the United States in her mid-20s, spending
four years in upstate New York before landing in Palo Alto.
After four years on the East Coast, Silicon Valley’s mild
climate was a sight for sore eyes and a green thumb.
“I can’t remember if I grew any vegetables in Rochester,” van den Haak said. “It was so hot and humid in the
summer and so freezing cold and covered with snow in
the winter.”
Gardening is cathartic for van den Haak, but peace of
mind fuels the hobby.
“It’s about knowing that the food I’m eating hasn’t been
sprayed with chemicals; it doesn’t have fungicides and
things on it,” she said. “I know I can go out to the garden,
pick it and put it straight into my mouth, and it’s safe to
eat.”

Knowledge and
Experience.
Applied.
650.766.6325
tpaulin.com

Blueberries grow in a special soil in her backyard.

What: 8th Annual Edible Landscaping Tour
When: Saturday, July 19, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Where: Nine gardens in Palo Alto and one garden
in Menlo Park
Cost: $35
Info: commongroundinpaloalto.org/learn-organic/
edible-landscaping-tour/

Home Front
VÌÕi`ÊvÀÊ«>}iÊÎ®
neighborhoods to survey the health of hundreds of young street
trees. Next trainings are from 9 a.m. to noon on Saturday, July
19 (meet at Embarcadero Road and Cowper Street near Gamble Garden) and 6 to 8:30 p.m. on Wednesday, July 23 (meet at
Heritage Park, 300 Homer Ave., Palo Alto). Information: Canopy
at 650-964-6110 or canopy.org N

READ MORE ONLINE
PaloAltoOnline.com

For more Home and Real Estate news, visit www.paloaltoonline.
com/real_estate.

Residential
real estate
expertise for the
mid-peninsula.

NICKGRANOSKI

Michael Repka
Before you select a real estate agent,
meet with Michael Repka to discuss
how his real estate law and tax background beneﬁts Ken DeLeon’s clients.
Managing Broker
DeLeon Realty
JD - Rutgers School of Law
L.L.M (Taxation)
NYU School of Law

Broker Associate
Alain Pinel President’s Club
DRE #00994196

www.NickGranoski.com

ngranoski@apr.com
650/269–8556

A variety of home ﬁnancing
solutions to meet your needs
Vicki Svendsgaard Sr. Mortgage Loan Ofﬁcer
VP NMLS ID: 633619

650-400-6668 Mobile
vicki.svendsgaard@bankofamerica.com
Mortgages available from

(650) 488.7325
DRE# 01854880 | CA BAR# 255996

michaelr@deleonrealty.com
www.deleonrealty.com

Bank of America, N.A., and the other business/organization mentioned in this advertisement are not afﬁlated;
each company is independently responsible for the products and services it offers. Bank of America, N.A., Member
Equal Housing Lender ©2009 Bank of America Corporation Credit and collateral are subject to approval.
FDIC.
Terms and conditions apply. This is not a commitment to lead Programs, rates, terms and conditions are subject to
change without notice. ARHSCYE3 HL-113-AD 00-62-16160 10-2013
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HOME SALES

SALES AT A GLANCE

Home sales are provided by California REsource, a real estate information company that obtains
the information from the County
Recorder’s Office. Information
is recorded from deeds after the
close of escrow and published
within four to eight weeks.

Atherton

Los Altos Hills

Total sales reported: 1
Lowest sales price: : $3,200,000
Highest sales price: $3,200,000

East Palo Alto

Atherton

Portola Valley

Total sales reported: 3
Lowest sales price: $1,300,000
Highest sales price: $2,825,000

Los Altos

East Palo Alto

Total sales reported: 1
Lowest sales price: $2,725,000
Highest sales price: $2,725,000

Mountain View

Total sales reported: 11
Lowest sales price: $1,100,000
Highest sales price: $4,450,000

2793 Illinois St. V. Zapata to
J. Gonzalez for $599,000 on
6/9/14; previous sale 8/08,
$300,000

Total sales reported: 6
Lowest sales price: $595,000
Highest sales price: $3,750,000

Menlo Park

Total sales reported: 1
Lowest sales price: $599,000
Highest sales price: $599,000

392 Greenoaks Drive Collier Trust to Z. & R. Alon for
$3,200,000 on 6/9/14

Palo Alto

Total sales reported: 3
Lowest sales price: $2,220,000
Highest sales price: $5,998,000

Redwood City

Total sales reported: 20
Lowest sales price: $431,000
Highest sales price: $2,268,000

Total sales reported: 9
Lowest sales price: $530,000
Highest sales price: $1,350,000
-ÕÀVi\Ê >vÀ>Ê, ÃÕÀVi

Los Altos
72 Bay Tree Lane Lynch Trust to
Siedenburg Trust for $2,413,000
on 6/27/14; previous sale 8/91,
$625,000
449 Casita Court American
Financial to J. & Y. Wang for
$4,450,000 on 6/25/14
847 Clinton Road Stevens Trust
to C. Bonwick for $2,000,000
on 6/27/14; previous sale 2/83,
$155,000
1800 Fallen Leaf Lane Lopez
Trust to L. Zhang for $1,850,000
on 6/24/14
2107 Fallen Leaf Lane B. Luc
to Banks Trust for $1,688,000
on 6/23/14; previous sale 8/06,
$1,060,000
141 Fremont Ave. Hangebrauck Trust to Happy Life for
$1,530,000 on 6/24/14
838 Hierra Court C. & A. Li to
Z. Huang for $1,560,000 on
6/25/14; previous sale 4/07,
$1,125,000
1271 Patlen Drive Lewis Trust
to A. Varshney for $2,000,000
on 6/27/14; previous sale 10/97,
$600,000
522 Tyndall St. A. & M. Kovalenko to S. Antony for $1,100,000

on 6/24/14; previous sale 1/11,
$775,000
667 University Ave. J. & B.
Differding to Mark Trust for
$2,160,000 on 6/23/14; previous
sale 3/90, $700,000
1973 Wimbledon Place Teichman Trust to C. Yee for
$1,830,000 on 6/27/14; previous
sale 12/78, $144,000

Los Altos Hills
25701 Lomita Linda Court
Chao Trust to T. Nguyen for
$5,998,000 on 6/25/14; previous
sale 2/96, $770,000
25750 Moody Road D. Hannebrink to A. & D. Lemos for
$2,220,000 on 6/25/14; previous
sale 1/89, $859,000
27201 Moody Road S. Woods
to T. Gillis for $2,450,000 on
6/25/14; previous sale 11/04,
$2,260,000

Menlo Park
12 Artisan Way D R Horton to
S. Esmaeilzadeh for $1,300,000
on 6/9/14
590 Laurel St. S. Paludo to J.

Kugler for $1,740,000 on 6/10/14;
previous sale 11/06, $1,260,000
960 Roble Ave. Mulholland Trust
to M. & Y. Ha for $2,825,000 on
6/11/14

Mountain View
1502 Alison Ave. Camp Trust to
J. & C. Myszka for $1,600,000
on 6/27/14
116 Avellino Way Tri Pointe
Homes to D. Hwang for
$1,436,000 on 6/26/14
1127 Castro St. Jelavich
Trust to Rieckmann Trust for
$1,900,000 on 6/27/14
537 Devonshire Court B. Newman to Z. Xia for $1,175,000 on
6/24/14; previous sale 10/03,
$635,000
201 Flynn Ave. #20 M. Wallullah to J. Rho for $782,000 on
6/27/14
121 Frederick Court D. Chan to
Z. Zeng for $876,000 on 6/27/14;
previous sale 2/06, $670,000
1569 Glen Una Court Hoang
Trust to Y. Ma for $2,268,000
on 6/27/14; previous sale 3/09,
$1,340,000

1790 Hackett Ave. H. & S.
Loayza to T. & R. Service for
$998,000 on 6/26/14; previous
sale 9/09, $565,000
2052 Jardin Drive S. Shitamoto
to K. & M. Tsuruta for $1,625,000
on 6/24/14; previous sale 5/02,
$654,000
2211 Latham St. #222 S. Jones
to Y. Du for $648,000 on 6/26/14
926 Madison Drive Marks Trust
to R. Hood for $2,100,000 on
6/27/14; previous sale 11/89,
$520,727
500 W. Middlefield Road #191
M. & L. Anderson to P. Goodwin
for $431,000 on 6/24/14; previous sale 4/89, $97,500
575 Moorpark Way T. & X. Kitamura to R. Shukla for $1,070,000
on 6/24/14; previous sale 8/99,
$569,000
1943 Mt. Vernon Court #302
Hamburg Trust to Y. Zhu for
$675,000 on 6/26/14; previous
sale 3/98, $227,500
431 Nicholas Drive K. & V.
Johnstone to Wenzel Trust for
$1,280,000 on 6/27/14; previous
sale 5/01, $731,000

733 Rainbow Drive J. HoutenPrehn to V. Kheifets for
$1,190,000 on 6/26/14; previous
sale 1/98, $362,000
765 N. Rengstorff Ave. #8 C.
Wu to W. Wang for $720,000
on 6/27/14; previous sale 5/11,
$424,000
255 S. Rengstorff Ave. #91
J. & L. Chang to J. Culver for
$540,000 on 6/23/14; previous
sale 5/05, $456,000
1798 Spring St. M. Concra to Adams Trust for $905,000 on 6/27/14;
previous sale 11/06, $650,000
441 St. Julien Way #441 Harry
Trust to N. Chan for $925,000
on 6/25/14; previous sale 8/04,
$540,000

Palo Alto
2462 W. Bayshore Road #1
S. Lawrence to S. Pogreb for
$595,000 on 6/27/14; previous
sale 7/86, $97,000
440 Cesano Court #309 Y.
Klistornyy to J. Osofsky for
$1,050,000 on 6/27/14; previous
sale 10/08, $250,000
2330 Cowper St. Cdlt Trust to

Kangyuan Trust for $3,750,000
on 6/25/14
991 Lincoln Ave. Ish & May
Trust to RAAM Ventures for
$2,400,000 on 6/26/14
950 Matadero Ave. L. Spears
to Schwab Trust for $3,205,000
on 6/27/14
626 Wellsbury Way M. Cox to
G. Ye for $2,180,000 on 6/25/14;
previous sale 11/08, $1,400,000

Portola Valley
184 Vista Verde Way Archer
Trust to Frampton Trust for
$2,725,000 on 6/11/14; previous
sale 4/98, $500,000

Redwood City
234 C St. A. & A. Steinharter
to A. Bailey for $920,000 on
6/10/14; previous sale 1/12,
$598,000
1052 Chesterton Ave. Baker
Trust to D. Davis for $1,255,000
on 6/11/14; previous sale 4/78,
$94,000
59 Dockside Circle Hong Trust
to E. & N. Mye for $1,250,000
on 6/6/14; previous sale 8/90,
$430,000
335 Mcevoy St. Crockett Trust
to S. Wong for $530,000 on
6/10/14
3716 Page St. M. & S. Cuddy to
R. & L. Clemmons for $900,000
on 6/10/14; previous sale 12/03,
$620,000
2088 Poplar Ave. M. & P.
White to Aitken-Young Trust for
$1,335,000 on 6/6/14
783 Portwalk Place Rose
Trust to B. Shen for $626,000
on 6/6/14; previous sale 7/98,
$280,500
307 Santa Clara Ave. Sherman
Trust to E. Mittra for $1,350,000
on 6/10/14; previous sale 11/04,
$1,058,000
1700 Valota Road Mason Trust
to M. Cunneen for $1,300,000
on 6/6/14; previous sale 10/12,
$915,000

263 OAKHURST AVENUE, MENLO PARK

Suburban Park
A delightful sought-after neighborhood with tree-lined streets,
a spirited and connected community, and esteemed Menlo Park
schools awaits you. Here is a great opportunity to own a lovely
California ranch-style home with potential for growth.

t
t
t
t
t
t
t
t
t
t
t
t

Two bedrooms, one bath
House approximately 1,030 sf*
Lot size approximately 5,500 sf*
Two-car covered parking
Freshly painted inside and out
Double-paned windows
Formal dining room plus eat-in kitchen
Updated appliances
Hardwood floors
Wood-burning fireplace
Mature professional landscaping
Spacious backyard

*Square footage from TitlePro

OPEN HOUSE SAT & SUN 1:30 - 4:30PM

D ANTE D RUMMOND
Cell: (650) 400-9390

Offered at $1,125,000
w w w. 263 OAKHURST.C OM
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ddrummond@apr.com
CalBRE #00656636

www.DanteDrummond.com

2056 Santa Cruz Avenue, Menlo Park
Open Sunday

Miles McCormick

Number One Team out of 79,000 Keller Williams agents

650-400-1001

H o m e s O f M e n l o Pa r k . co m
Averaging 10,000 Visits Per Month
DRE 01184883
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307 GRAYSON COURT, MENLO PARK
OPEN HOUSE SATURDAY & SUNDAY, 1:30-4:30PM

Attractively Priced at $1,050,000
www.307Grayson.com

A

beautiful multi-colored rose garden, slate walkway and
covered front porch welcome visitors to this adorable home.
Over the years, this 2BR/ 1 BA home has been tastefully remodeled
and sensibly expanded. The one-car garage has been converted
to a laundry room, third bedroom/office and second bathroom.
The sunroom addition serves as a large family room, with views and
access to the backyard garden and play area. Tucked away on a
private street in desirable Willows neighborhood, this property is just
minutes from restaurants and shopping in downtown Palo Alto and
Bay Area commute routes.
$IIRUGDEOH6LQJOH)DPLO\/LYLQJ
3ULYDWH/RFDWLRQ&RQYHQLHQWWR'RZQWRZQ
'HVLUDEOH:LOORZV1HLJKERUKRRG
*UHDW0HQOR3DUN6FKRROV

CHARLENE CHANG

SANDRA YIE
Realtor®/MIT M.B.A.

Realtor®/Stanford M.B.A.

650.543.1087

650.543.1108

syie@apr.com ■ apr.com/syie

cchang@apr.com ■ CharleneChang.com

CalBRE# 01927512

CalBRE# 01353594
Information deemed reliable, but not guaranteed.
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151 SEALE AVENUE
PALO ALTO
OUTSTANDING OLD PALO ALTO LOCATION
This charming 2-bedroom, 1-bath bungalow with detached 2-car garage is located in
the heart of Old Palo Alto. The spacious 7,500sf lot (50’x150’) is outside of the flood
zone, and offers the opportunity to move right in, add to the existing house, or build
your dream home. Close to transit routes, freeway access, and Parks. Award winning
Palo Alto Schools include Walter Hays Elementary, Jordan Middle School, and Palo
Alto High School (Buyer to verify).

OFFERED AT $1,898,000

WWW.151SEALE .COM

Derk Brill
E-PRO, CERTIFIED RELOCATION SPECIALIST

Alain Pinel Realtors
CELL 650.814.0478

dbrill@apr.com
CalBRE# 01256035

www.DerkBrill.com
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Alexander Valley Ranch, Healdsburg, Sonoma County

$5,900,000
Just 100 miles from downtown Palo Alto another world awaits. Pine Flat Ranch, 475 acres comprising four parcels. Highly
acclaimed Alexander Valley location overlooking neighbors renowned hillside vineyards. 40-60 acres identiﬁed a suitable
for high quality vineyard development at elevations of 400-1000 feet. Small modernized farmhouse, garden, bocce ball
court, outdoor kitchen and dining area, ﬁreplace, workshop and pond. Various home-sites, well and springs, creek and
improved roads. Numerous trails for horse back riding, hiking or bike riding. Abundant natural wildlife. Unique opportunity to create a spectacular estate or compound. Zoning allows for multitude of uses, including winery and tasting room
(subject to permits). Pristine nature at its best and yet only 10 miles to downtown Healdsburg and its highly acclaimed
dining and shopping

Knights Valley View parcel,
Healdsburg, Sonoma County
s 32.47 acre
hill top view parcel
s Multiple building sites
s New well
s 5 bedroom septic
pre- perc
s Paved roal to parcel
s Underground utilities
s PG&E transformer installed
s Ready to bid

$1,300,000
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685 High Street #2B
Pa l o A lt o
Prime Downtown Location
overview
2 Bedrooms / 2.5 Baths
Condo Size Approx. 1,485 sq ft

schools
Addison / Jordon / Palo Alto
(Buyer to verify availability)

Listed at $1,298,000
              





Paul McCarthy
Broker Associate

www.685HighStreet2B.com

650.533.3104
pmccarthy@ZaneMacGregor.com

www.ZaneMacGregor.com
CalBRE # 01196179
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Thank
you
for making the

DeLeon

Team

#1

in Silicon Valley
and

#5
in the Nation.
*Wall Street Journal/Real Trends

(650) 488-7325 | www.deleonrealty.com | CalBRE #01903224
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>ŽǀĞůǇŚŽŵĞŝŶĂďĞĂƵƟĨƵů͕ǁŽŽĚĞĚŶĞŝŐŚďŽƌŚŽŽĚ

ϴϲϮůĂŶĚĨŽƌĚŽƵůĞǀĂƌĚ
REDWOOD CITY
This light and bright 3 bedroom, 2.5 bath home is located in the
desirable, wooded neighborhood of Edgewood Park, less than one
ŵŝůĞƚŽ^ĞƋƵŽŝĂ,ŝŐŚ^ĐŚŽŽů͕^ĞƋƵŽŝĂ,ŽƐƉŝƚĂů͕ĂŶĚ^ƚĂīŽƌĚWĂƌŬ͘
hƉĚĂƚĞĚǁŝƚŚƌĞĮŶŝƐŚĞĚŚĂƌĚǁŽŽĚŇŽŽƌŝŶŐ͕ŶĞǁĐĂƌƉĞƟŶŐ͕ŶĞǁ
ƉĂŝŶƚ͕ĂŶĚŶĞǁůŝŐŚƚĮǆƚƵƌĞƐ͕ƚŚĞƐƉĂĐŝŽƵƐŇŽŽƌƉůĂŶŽīĞƌƐϮ͕ϮϳϬ
ƐƋ͘Ō͘;ƉĞƌĐŽƵŶƚǇͿŽŶĂϵ͕ϴϴϮƐƋ͘Ō͘ůŽƚ;ƉĞƌĐŽƵŶƚǇͿ͘dŚĞĞŶƚƌǇǁĂǇ
ŇŽǁƐƚŽƚŚĞĨŽƌŵĂůůŝǀŝŶŐĂŶĚĚŝŶŝŶŐƌŽŽŵĞŶƐĞŵďůĞ͕ǁŚŝĐŚĂƌĞ
ĚĞĮŶĞĚďǇĐƌŽǁŶŵŽůĚŝŶŐ͕ĂĮƌĞƉůĂĐĞ͕ĂŶĚƐůŝĚŝŶŐĚŽŽƌƐƚŚĂƚŽƉĞŶ
ƚŽƚŚĞƉĞƌŐŽůĂͲƐŚĂĚĞĚƉĂƟŽ͘dŚĞůŝŐŚƚͲĮůůĞĚŬŝƚĐŚĞŶŚĂƐĐŚĂƌŵŝŶŐ
ďƵŝůƚͲŝŶƐĂŶĚĂďƌĞĂŬĨĂƐƚŶŽŽŬ͕ǁŝƚŚĞĂƐǇĂĐĐĞƐƐƚŽƚŚĞĚŝŶŝŶŐƌŽŽŵ
for great entertaining. A special feature of this home is the large,
ƐĞƉĂƌĂƚĞĨĂŵŝůǇƌŽŽŵǁŝƚŚĂďƌŝĐŬŚĞĂƌƚŚĂŶĚĮƌĞƉůĂĐĞ͕ŐůĂƐƐĚŽŽƌƐ
to the gardens, and a fun wetbar. The bedroom wing contains
two bedrooms that share an updated bath, while the master suite
ĨĞĂƚƵƌĞƐ&ƌĞŶĐŚĚŽŽƌƐĂŶĚĂŶĞůĞŐĂŶƚŵĂƌďůĞͲƚŽƉƉĞĚǀĂŶŝƚǇ͘dŚĞ
ůĂƌŐĞ͕ƉƌŝǀĂƚĞďĂĐŬǇĂƌĚŽīĞƌƐƉůĞŶƚǇŽĨƌŽŽŵĨŽƌĨƵŶĂŶĚƌĞĐƌĞĂƟŽŶ
ǁŝƚŚůƵƐŚůĂǁŶ͕ĂƚĞƌƌĂĐŽƩĂͲƟůĞĚƉĂƟŽ͕ŵĂƚƵƌĞƚƌĞĞƐ͕ĂŶĚǀŝďƌĂŶƚ
ŶĞǁƉůĂŶƟŶŐƐ͘ŶũŽǇƚŚŝƐǁŽŶĚĞƌĨƵůŚŽŵĞŝŶĂďĞĂƵƟĨƵůĂǇƌĞĂ
ĐŝƚǇǁŝƚŚĞĂƐǇĂĐĐĞƐƐƚŽďŽƚŚ^ĂŶ&ƌĂŶĐŝƐĐŽĂŶĚ^ŝůŝĐŽŶsĂůůĞǇ͘d,/^
KE/^'D͊

OFFERED AT $1,298,000
ŽŵĞĂŶĚŶũŽǇŽŵƉůŝŵĞŶƚĂƌǇĂƚĞƌĞĚ
>ƵŶĐŚΘ>ĂƩĞƐĂƚƚŚĞKƉĞŶ,ŽƵƐĞ͊
KWE,Kh^^dhZzΘ^hEzϭWDͳϱWD

Ken DeLeon DŝĐŚĂĞůRepka
CALBRE# 01342140 CALBRE# 01854880

;ϲϱϬͿϰϴϴͲϳϯϮϱ
ŝŶĨŽΛĚĞůĞŽŶƌĞĂůƚǇ͘ĐŽŵ
WWW.DELEONREALTY.COM
CALBRE# 01903224

For video tour, more photos,
ĂŶĚŝŶĨŽƌŵĂƟŽŶ͕ƉůĞĂƐĞǀŝƐŝƚ͗

ǁǁǁ͘ϴϲϮůĂŶĚĨŽƌĚ͘ĐŽŵ
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Private Home in Central Portola Valley

99 Stonegate Road
PORTOLA VALLEY
Anyone searching for the feeling of being miles away from it all
will absolutely love this expanded and updated 5 bedroom, 3 bath
ƌĞƐŝĚĞŶĐĞ͘ dŚĞ ŚŽŵĞ ĐŽŶƚĂŝŶƐ ϰ͕ϵϭϮ ƐƋ͘ Ō͘ ;ƉĞƌ ƉůĂŶƐͿ ŽŶ ϭ͘ϰϭ
ĂĐƌĞƐ ŽĨ ůĂŶĚ ;ƉĞƌ ĐŽƵŶƚǇͿ͕ ǁŝƚŚ Ă ƉŽŽů͕ ŐĂƌĚĞŶƐ͕ >ŝǀĞ KĂŬ ƚƌĞĞƐ͕
and expansive level lawn. Grand entertaining is a pleasure in the
living/dining room with enormous windows and doors to the
grounds. A private master suite wing is great for those desiring atŚŽŵĞƐĞĐůƵƐŝŽŶ͕ĐŽŵƉůĞƚĞǁŝƚŚĂŶŽĸĐĞ͕ŵĂƌďůĞͲĐůĂĚďĂƚŚƌŽŽŵ͕
ƐŝƫŶŐ ĂƌĞĂ͕ ďĂůĐŽŶǇ͕ ĂŶĚ ϯ ĐůŽƐĞƚƐ͘ dŚĞ ŬŝƚĐŚĞŶ ŽīĞƌƐ ĂůĂĐĂƩĂ
slab marble surfaces, cherrywood cabinetry, 48” Wolf range SubZero refrigerator, center island, and adjoining family room with an
ŝŵƉƌĞƐƐŝǀĞ ůŝŵĞƐƚŽŶĞ ĮƌĞƉůĂĐĞ ĂŶĚ ƉĂƟŽ ĂĐĐĞƐƐ͘ &ŽƵƌ ĂĚĚŝƟŽŶĂů
ďĞĚƌŽŽŵƐ͕ Ϯ ĨƵůů ďĂƚŚƐ͕ ĂŶĚ Ă ƐĞƉĂƌĂƚĞ ĚĞŶ ĂƌĞ Ăůů ƉŽƐŝƟŽŶĞĚ ŝŶ
their own wing, ideal for large families or as suited. Located just a
mile to Ormondale Elementary school as well as the Portola Valley
Town Center and library, and just about 5 miles to both Page Mill
ĂŶĚ^ĂŶĚ,ŝůůZŽĂĚƐ͕ǇŽƵ͛ůůĮŶĚƚŚĞďĞƐƚŽĨƚŽǁŶĂŶĚĐŽƵŶƚƌǇǁŝƚŚ
ƚŚŝƐ ĂŵĂǌŝŶŐ ŚŽŵĞ͘ ^ĐŚŽŽůƐ ŝŶĐůƵĚĞ KƌŵŽŶĚĂůĞ ůĞŵĞŶƚĂƌǇ ;W/
ϵϮϯͿĂŶĚŽƌƚĞDĂĚĞƌĂDŝĚĚůĞ;W/ϵϯϳͿ;ďƵǇĞƌƚŽǀĞƌŝĨǇĞůŝŐŝďŝůŝƚǇͿ͘

K&&Zd$3,788,000
OPEN HOUSE SATURDAY & SUNDAY, 1:30 - 4:30PM

Ken DeLeon Michael Repka
CALBRE# 01342140 CALBRE# 01854880

(650) 488-7325
info@deleonrealty.com
WWW.DELEONREALTY.COM
CALBRE# 01903224

For video tour, more photos,
ĂŶĚŝŶĨŽƌŵĂƟŽŶ͕ƉůĞĂƐĞǀŝƐŝƚ͗

www.99StonegateRd.com
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INVITING FAMILY RANCHER

MANSELL
AND COMPANY
RESIDENTIAL REAL ESTATE
OPEN SUNDAY 1:30 - 4:30 PM

Op
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&
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Su n

01: 3

4 :3

0 pm

 "AY ,AUREL $RIVE -ENLO 0ARK
Wonderful four bedroom, four bath home on serene tree lined street in the
Stanford Creek area of Menlo Park. Most importantly, this property is not
on Stanford leased land. Bright and open remodeled kitchen with granite
counters and stainless appliances. Warm, rich hardwood floors throughout
the main living areas and new engineered wood flooring in the guest suite/
family room. Skylights in the living and dining areas add natural light to
those areas. Other amenities include separate laundry room, attached 2-car
garage, and professionally landscaped yards.
Desirable neighborhood schools include: Oak Knoll Elementary, Hillview
Middle School and Menlo Atherton High School. (Buyer to verify with
school district)
s 3QUARE FOOTAGE   PER !SSESSOR
s ,OT SIZE   PER !SSESSOR
Offered at $2,998,000

26173 Rancho Manuella Lane

One of the Best Sites in Los Altos Hills
$6,000,000

A Long Tree-Lined Drive Leads to this Glorious Knoll-Top Setting.
The property is Situated Close to the Village, is Extremely Private
And Quiet, and Offers Abundant Trees and Level, Usable Land.
The Gracious Home has 3Bd, 3.5Ba, Library, Dining Room,
Large Kitchen Plus Great Room. Detached 3-car Garage.
Separate 2Bd, 2Ba Guest House.
For More Information Please Call

TERRIE MASUDA, CRS, GRI, SRES
COLDWELL BANKER
(650) 917-7969

Carolyn Mansell
CalBRE #00449754

(650) 948-0811

terrie@terriemasuda.com
CalBRE License Number: 00951976

1000 FREMONT AVE, SUITE 100, LOS ALTOS, CA 94024
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A Luxury Collection By Intero Real Estate Services.

7292 Exotic Garden, Cambria

6 Quail Meadow Drive, Woodside

5 Betty Lane, Atherton

$58,000,000

$22,800,000

$19,998,000

Listing Provided by: Dana Cappiello, Lic.#01343305

Listing Provided by: David Kelsey, Tom Dallas, Greg Goumas Lic.#01242399, 00709019, 01878208

Listing Provided by: Greg Goumas, Lic.#01878208

655 Manzanita Way, Woodside

280 Family Farm, Woodside

10800 Magdalena, Los Altos Hills

$10,800,000

$10,700,000

$6,995,000

Listing Provided by: Linda Hymes, Lic.#01917074

Listing Provided by: Dana Cappiello, Lic.#01343305

Listing Provided by: Cutty Smith, Melissa Lindt, Lic.#01444081, 01469863

13195 Glenshire Drive, Truckee

12733 Dianne Drive, Los Altos Hills

12390 Hilltop Drive, Los Altos Hills

$6,900,000

$6,398,000

$5,249,000

Listing Provided by: Greg Goumas, Lic.#01878208

Listing Provided by: Greg Goumas, Lic.#01878208

Listing Provided by: Greg Goumas, Lic.#01878208

12861 Alta Tierra Road, Los Altos Hills

600 Hobart Street, Menlo Park

195 Brookwood Road, Woodside
$4,900,000

$4,495,000

$4,098,000

Listing Provided by: Virginia Supnet, Lic.#01370434

Listing Provided by: Greg Goumas, Lic.#01878208

Listing Provided by: David Bergman, Lic.#01223189

24877 Olive Tree Lane, Los Altos Hills,

12200 Winton Way, Los Altos Hills

1250 Miramontes Street, Half Moon Bay

$3,998,000

$3,688,000

$3,499,000

Listing Provided by: Carol Casas, Lic.#01354442

Listing Provided by: David Troyer, Lic.#01234450

Listing Provided by: Dana Cappiello, Lic.#01343305

See the complete collection

w w w.InteroPrestigio.com

2014 Intero Real Estate Services, a Berkshire Hathaway affiliate and a wholly owned subsidiary of HomeServices of America, Inc. All rights reserved.
All information deemed reliable but not guaranteed. This is not intended as a solicitation if you are listed with another broker.

®

®

The Solution to Selling Your Luxury Home.

15000 Miradero Avenue, San Jose | $1,588,000 | Provided by: Don Gaskin & Doug Moore Lic.# 01181702 & 00370136

Customized to the unique style of each luxury property, Prestigio will expose your home through the most
influential mediums reaching the greatest number of qualified buyers wherever they may be in the world.
For more information about listing your home with the Intero Prestigio International program,
call your local Intero Real Estate Services office.
Woodside
1590 Cañada Lane
Woodside, CA 94062
650.206.6200

Menlo Park
807 Santa Cruz Avenue
Menlo Park, CA 94025
650.543.7740

Los Altos
496 First Street, Ste. 200
Los Altos, CA 94022
650.947.4700

®

®

2014 Intero Real Estate Services, a Berkshire Hathaway affiliate and a wholly owned subsidiary of HomeServices of America, Inc. All rights reserved.
All information deemed reliable but not guaranteed. This is not intended as a solicitation if you are listed with another broker.

MENLO PARK OFFICE

650.462.1111

BY APPOINTMENT
PALO ALTO
Build your dream estate on this 5.4+/-ac vacant parcel
with incredible views of the Bay Area. $10,800,000

LOS ALTOS OFFICE

650.941.1111

OPEN SATURDAY & SUNDAY
LOS ALTOS HILLS 26520 St. Francis Rd
Tranquil and serene 4bd/3ba single-story home on 1+/-ac.
Sunny pool. $3,499,000

LOS ALTOS OFFICE

650.941.1111

BY APPOINTMENT
LOS ALTOS
Lovely 2bd/2ba home with formal LR located in the
elegant Creekside Oaks community. $1,725,000

PALO ALTO OFFICE

650.323.1111

OPEN SUNDAY
PALO ALTO 818 Seale Ave
Wonderful 3bd/3.5ba Leland Manor home features a
chef's kitchen and remodeled baths. $4,998,000

PALO ALTO OFFICE

650.323.1111

BY APPOINTMENT
PALO ALTO
4bd/2ba updated Dutch Colonial-style home, near
downtown in desirable Crescent Park. $2,995,000

LOS ALTOS OFFICE

650.941.1111

OPEN SATURDAY & SUNDAY
MOUNTAIN VIEW 1816 Appletree Ln
Beautifully remodeled 3bd/2ba home in a desirable
neighborhood with Los Altos schools. $1,698,000

MENLO PARK OFFICE

650.462.1111

BY APPOINTMENT
MENLO PARK
Unique opportunity to purchase prior to completion.
Hamptons-style exterior. 6bd/5.5ba. $4,995,000

PALO ALTO OFFICE

650.323.1111

OPEN SATURDAY & SUNDAY
PALO ALTO 306 Fulton St
Ideal location. Charming Mediterranean-style
3bd/2ba with office and 2-car garage. $2,098,000

WOODSIDE OFFICE

650.529.1111

BY APPOINTMENT
PESCADERO
Former successful B&B, remodeled, 2bd/1.5ba main
house. 3 lovely cottages, on 5.37+/-ac. $1,398,000

MAKE YOUR MOVE
##!"#!#"!#&&%"$!$" $)
$(!"!(#*!($!#&#$"#(
'!# *!!($!"

PALO ALTO 650.323.1111 | MENLO PARK 650.462.1111 | WOODSIDE 650.529.1111 | LOS ALTOS 650.941.1111
APR REGIONS | Silicon Valley | Peninsula | East Bay | San Francisco | Marin | Wine County | Monterey Bay | Lake Tahoe

PALO ALTO WEEKLY OPEN HOMES
EXPLORE OUR MAPS, HOMES FOR SALE, OPEN HOMES, VIRTUAL TOURS, PHOTOS, PRIOR SALE INFO, NEIGHBORHOOD GUIDES ON www.PaloAltoOnline.com/real_estate
UNLESS OTHERWISE NOTED, ALL TIMES ARE 1:30-4:30 PM

ATHERTON

6+ Bedrooms

FEATURED

4 Bedrooms
369 Fletcher Dr
Sat/Sun
Coldwell Banker

$3,849,000
324-4456

HOME OF THE WEEK

75 Valencia Ct
Sun
Coldwell Banker
90 Cheyenne Pt
Sat/Sun
Coldwell Banker

6+ Bedrooms
303 Atherton Av
$7,300,000
Sat/Sun 1-4:30 Coldwell Banker
324-4456

4 Bedrooms
27 Clarendon Rd
Sat/Sun 1-4
Pacific Union

$1,688,000
314-7200

LOS ALTOS
3 Bedrooms
539 Valencia Dr
$1,999,000
Sat 2:30-5:30/Sun 10:30-1:30 Coldwell Banker 941-7040

1770 BAY LAUREL DRIVE
MENLO PARK
OPEN SAT/SUN
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Offered at $2,998,000

Terrie Masuda
917-7969

1241 Via Huerta
$1,998,000
Sun
Alain Pinel Realtors
941-1111

5 Bedrooms

607 Nandell Ln
$5,988,000
Sat/Sun 1-4 Alain Pinel Realtors
941-1111

6+ Bedrooms
789 Manor Wy
Sat/Sun
Coldwell Banker

$4,950,000
325-6161

LOS ALTOS HILLS
26173 Rancho Manuella Ln $6,000,000
Sun
Mansell & Company, Inc. 948-0811
25857 Westwind Wy
$6,500,000
Sun
Alain Pinel Realtors
941-1111

4 Bedrooms
26520 St Francis Rd
$3,499,000
Sat/Sun
Alain Pinel Realtors
941-1111
$2,495,000
324-4456

5 Bedrooms
12861 Alta Tierra Rd
Sat 2-5
Intero Real Estate

5 Bedrooms
2270 Camino A Los Cerros $3,598,000
Sat/Sun Dreyfus Sotheby’s Realty
847-1141

$789,888
325-6161

$4,788,000
206-6200

836 Jackson St
Sat/Sun
Coldwell Banker

$1,295,000
941-7040

1816 Appletree Ln
$1,698,000
Sat/Sun
Alain Pinel Realtors
941-1111
1642 Nilda Av
Sat/Sun
Coldwell Banker

$2,088,000
323-7751

307 Grayson Ct
$1,050,000
Sat/Sun
Alain Pinel Realtors
323-1111
$1,125,000
323-1111

99 Stonegate Rd
Sat/Sun
Deleon Realty

$3,788,000
543-8500

57 Davis Rd
Sun 1-4
Coldwell Banker

25 Martin Lane
Sat/Sun
Coldwell Banker

210 Grandview Dr
Sat/Sun
Coldwell Banker

4 Bedrooms

8 Skyline Dr
Sun
Coldwell Banker

830 Mohican Wy
Sun 1-4
Coldwell Banker

$1,570,000
851-2666

$1,895,000
324-4456

$1,450,000
851-1961

4 Bedrooms
3 Vineyard Hill Rd
$9,750,000
Sun
Alain Pinel Realtors
462-1111
$1,388,000
323-7751

17125 Skyline Bl
$2,395,000
Sun 1-4
Alain Pinel Realtors
529-1111

5 Bedrooms

507 Exeter Wy
Sat/Sun 1-4 Coldwell Banker

$1,299,000
324-4456

1170 Godetia Dr
Sun
Coldwell Banker

$3,295,000
851-2666

128 Audiffred Ln
Sun 1-4
Coldwell Banker

$3,595,000
851-2666

YOUR DELEON TEAM IN PALO ALTO
Palo Alto 2014: $65,538,501 Sold/Pending/Active

EXPERTISE:

151 Seale Av
$1,898,000
Sat/Sun 1-5 Alain Pinel Realtors
814-0428

3 Bedrooms
306 Fulton St
$2,098,000
Sat/Sun
Alain Pinel Realtors
323-1111

1239 Hollyburne Av
Sat/Sun
Coldwell Banker

$689,000
324-4456

539 Madison Wy
$3,998,000
Sun
Dreyfus Sotheby’s Realty 644-3474

1701 Oak Av
$2,595,000
Sat/Sun 1-4 Alain Pinel Realtors
462-1111

319 Everett Av
Sat/Sun
Coldwell Banker

371 Hedge Rd
Sat/Sun
Coldwell Banker

752 Chimalus
$2,195,000
Sun
Pacific Union International 314-7200

1830 Oak Av
$2,575,000
Sat/Sun
Alain Pinel Realtors
323-1111

2 Bedrooms

2 Bedrooms

424 Seneca St
$3,750,000
Sat/Sun
Alain Pinel Realtors
323-1111

$1,388,000
324-4456

WOODSIDE

515 Oak Park Wy
$1,395,000
Sun
Coldwell Banker
324-4456
862 Blandford Bl
$1,298,000
Sat/Sun 1-5
Deleon Realty
488-7325
285 Nevada St
$1,068,000
Sat/Sun 1-4 Alain Pinel Realtors
529-1111

PALO ALTO

$1,895,000
324-4456

4 Bedrooms

$998,000
941-1111

13956 Skyline Bl
$1,250,000
Sun 2-4
Alain Pinel Realtors
529-1111

3 Bedrooms

$1,329,000
324-4456

1985 Oak Av
Sun
Coldwell Banker

$1,295,000
325-6161

521 S Sunnyvale Av
Sat/Sun 1-5 Alain Pinel Realtors

3 Bedrooms

REDWOOD CITY

4 Bedrooms

3 Bedrooms

3 Bedrooms

3 Bedrooms

1 Bedroom - Condominium

2 Bedrooms

SUNNYVALE

ORINDA

685 High St #2B
$1,298,000
Sat/Sun Zane MacGregor & Co. 324-9900

2140 Santa Cruz Ave B209
$518,000
Sat/Sun Prestige Realty Advisors 302-2449

$895,000
324-4456

5 Bedrooms

2 Bedrooms - Condominium

428 8th Av
Sun
Coldwell Banker

5 Bedrooms

3 Bedrooms

2 Bedrooms - Townhouse
2091 San Luis Av #1
Sat/Sun
Coldwell Banker

6 Blue Oaks Ct
$5,495,000
Sun
Dreyfus Sotheby’s Realty 644-3474

SAN CARLOS

MOUNTAIN VIEW

MENLO PARK

263 Oakhurst Pl
Sat/Sun
Alain Pinel Realtors

$3,475,000
851-1961
$2,998,000
851-1961

3 Bedrooms

3 Bedrooms

14494 Liddicoat Circle
Sat/Sun
Coldwell Banker

4212 Alameda De Las Pulgas
Sun 1-4
Coldwell Banker

4 Bedrooms

4 Bedrooms

149 Osage Av
$5,395,000
Sat/Sun
Alain Pinel Realtors
941-1111

3 Bedrooms

3 Bedrooms

91 Fleur Pl
$9,400,000
Sun
Alain Pinel Realtors
462-1111

BURLINGAME

SAN MATEO

$1,998,000
325-6161

PORTOLA VALLEY

5 Bedrooms

498 Walsh Rd
$4,998,000
Sun
Alain Pinel Realtors
941-1111

4339 Miranda Av
Sat/Sun
Coldwell Banker

$2,495,000
324-4456

840 Hamilton Av
$2,995,000
Sat/Sun
Alain Pinel Realtors
380-5989

The True Team
Approach
to Real Estate

Local Knowledge
Global Marketing
Professional Advice
Comprehensive Solutions
Exceptional Results

Surpassing Your Expectations

820 Hamilton Ave
Call for price
Sat/Sun 1-4 Stanford Property
326-2900

5 Bedrooms

2063 Santa Cruz Av
Sun
Coldwell Banker

$2,495,000
851-2666

953 Roble Ridge Rd
$6,998,000
Sun
Dreyfus Sotheby’s Realty 644-3474

1770 Bay Laurel Dr
Sat/Sun
Coldwell Banker

$2,998,000
941-7040

3532 Ramona St
$3,688,000
Sat/Sun
Alain Pinel Realtors
323-1111

2056 Santa Cruz Ave
Sun
Miles McCormick

$1,995,000
400-1001

2328 Greer Rd
$2,298,000
Sat/Sun Dreyfus Sotheby’s Realty
847-1141

DeLeon Realty Inc. CalBRE 01903224

650-581-9899
650-513-8669
Homes@DeleonRealty.com
www.DeLeonRealty.com
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Marketplace
PLACE
AN AD
ONLINE
fogster.com

E-MAIL
ads@fogster.com

PHONE
650/326-8216
Now you can log on to
fogster.com, day or night
and get your ad started
immediately online. Most
listings are free and
include a one-line free
print ad in our Peninsula
newspapers with the
option of photos and
additional lines. Exempt
are employment ads,
which include a web
listing charge. Home
Services and Mind &
Body Services require
contact with a Customer
Sales Representative.
So, the next time you
have an item to sell, barter, give away or buy, get
the perfect combination:
print ads in your local
newspapers, reaching
more than 150,000 readers, and unlimited free
web postings reaching
hundreds of thousands
additional people!!

INDEX
BULLETIN
BOARD
100-155
N FOR SALE
200-270
N KIDS STUFF
330-390
N MIND & BODY
400-499
N JOBS
500-560
N BUSINESS
SERVICES
600-699
N HOME
SERVICES
700-799
N FOR RENT/
FOR SALE
REAL ESTATE
801-899
N PUBLIC/LEGAL
NOTICES
995-997
N

The publisher waives any and all claims
or consequential damages due to errors
Embarcadero Media cannot assume responsibility for the claims or performance of its advertisers. Embarcadero Media right to refuse,
edit or reclassify any ad solely at its discretion
without prior notice.

fogster.com

TM

THE PENINSULA’S
FREE CLASSIFIEDS WEB SITE
Combining the reach of the Web with print
ads reaching over 150,000 readers!

fogster.com is a unique web site offering FREE postings from communities throughout the Bay Area and
an opportunity for your ad to appear in the Palo Alto Weekly, The Almanac and the Mountain View Voice.
Hope Street Music Studios
In downtown Mtn.View. Most
Instruments voice. All ages
& levels 650-961-2192
www.HopeStreetMusicStudios.com

Bulletin
Board

Piano Lessons
Senior Special! Fulfill your dream! Start
from scratch or refresh skills you
learned as a child. Enjoy a relaxed, fun
time. Dr. Renee’s Piano 650/854-0543

115 Announcements
Pregnant?
Thinking of adoption? Talk with
caring agency specializing in matching
Birthmothers with Families Nationwide.
LIVING EXPENSES PAID. Call 24/7
Abby's One True Gift Adoptions.
866-413-6293. Void in Illinois/ New
Mexico/Indiana (AAN CAN)
Starting Cool Season Vegetables
Ath: Temporary Change in
Classified Deadlines
Classified deadlines for Weekly and
Voice Best Of and Almanac Readers’
Choice newspapers have been
changed as follows:

Piano Lessons in Palo Alto
Call Alita at 650.838.9772

135 Group Activities
music theory course
Thanks St, Jude

145 Non-Profits
Needs

230 Freebies

SonWorld Adventure ThemePark VBS

Pool Table - FREE

Summer Chinese Program

152 Research Study
Volunteers
PRETERM LABOR STUDY: MOMS
WANTED

240 Furnishings/
Household items
4 Club Chairs - $25/each
Calico Corners Sofa - $1100
Couch pullout sofa bed sleeper - $85/BO
French Louie XV Sofa - $ 900.

HUGE USED BOOK SALE

Kitchen Table Set
The Kitchen Table Set is in very good
condition. If you have any question
regarding this ad, please contact Joy
Cigliutti at this Cell# 650-666-9367.

For Sale
201 Autos/Trucks/
Parts

SUMMER DANCE CAMPS & CLASSES
Teacup Maltese Puppies

120 Auctions
HUGE AUCTION
Books, Bikes, Art, albums, tools, and
more. A VW Bug and a Nissan King
Cab. August 2, 2014. Please go to
USAuctionCo.com for details or call
408-497-0339 leave a message.

130 Classes &
Instruction
Airline Careers
begin here: Get trained as FAA certified
Aviation Technician. Financial aid for
qualified students. Housing and Job
placement assistance. Call Aviation
Institute of Maintenance 800-725-1563
(AAN CAN)
Airline Careers
Begin Here: Get FAA approved Aviation
Maintenance Technician training. Job
placement and Financial assistance
for qualified students. CALL Aviation
Institute of Maintenance 888-242-3382
(Cal-SCAN)
Earn $500 a Day
as Airbrush Media Makeup Artist
For Ads, TV, Film, Fashion. One Week
Course Train and Build Portfolio.
15% off tutition.
AwardMakeupSchool.com
818-980-2119 (AAN CAN)
Medical Billing
trainees needed. Become a Medical
Office Assistant! NO EXPERIENCE
NEEDED! Online training gets you Job
ready! HS Diploma/GED & PC needed!
1-888-407-7063 (Cal-SCAN)
German language class
Instruction for Hebrew
Bar and Bat Mitzvah For Affiliated and
Unaffiliated George Rubin, M.A. in
Hebrew/Jewish Education
650/424-1940

133 Music Lessons
Christina Conti Private Piano
Instruction
(650) 493-6950

Buy or Sell an RV Online
Best Deals and Selection. Visit RVT.com
Classifieds. Thousands of RVs for Sale
By Owner and Dealer Listings.
www.RVT.com 877-698-1118
(Cal-SCAN)
CanAm 2009 Spuder - $2800
Yamaha 2006 Grizzly - $1700

202 Vehicles Wanted
Cash for Cars
Any Car/Truck. Running or Not!
Top Dollar Paid. We Come To You!
Call For Instant Offer: 1-888-420-3808
www.cash4car.com (AAN CAN)
Donate Your Car, Truck, Boat
to Heritage for the Blind. Free 3 Day
Vacation, Tax Deductible, Free Towing,
All Paperwork Taken Care Of.
800-731-5042. (Cal-SCAN)

210 Garage/Estate
Sales

Needle Point Armchair

245 Miscellaneous
DirectTV
2 Year Savings Event! Over 140
channels only $29.99 a month.
Only DirecTV gives you 2 YEARS
of savings and a FREE Genie upgrade!
Call 1-800-291-0350 (Cal-SCAN)
DISH TV Retailer
Starting at $19.99/month (for 12
mos.) & High Speed Internet starting at
$14.95/month (where available.) SAVE!
Ask About SAME DAY Installation!
CALL Now! 1-800-357-0810 (Cal-SCAN)
Kill Bed Bugs!
Buy Harris Bed Bug Killer Complete
Treatment Program/ Kit. (Harris
Mattress Covers Add Extra Protection).
Available: Hardware Stores, Buy Online:
homedepot.com (AAN CAN)
Reduce Your Cable Bill!*
Get a whole-home Satellite system
installed at NO COST and programming
starting at $19.99/mo. FREE HD/DVR
Upgrade to new callers, SO CALL NOW
1-866-982-9562. (Cal-SCAN)

Ath: Temporary Change in
Classified Deadlines
Classified deadlines for Weekly and
Voice Best Of and Almanac Readers’
Choice newspapers have been
changed as follows:

Sawmills
from only $4397.00. Make and save
money with your own bandmill- Cut
lumber any dimension. In stock
ready to ship. FREE Info/DVD: www.
NorwoodSawmills.com 1-800-578-1363
Ext.300N (Cal-SCAN)

July 18 Voice
Friday, July 11 at Noon
July 23 Almanac
Wednesday, July 16 at Noon
July 25 Weekly
Monday, July 21 at Noon

Round Plush Cat Bed - NEW - $10.00

Early deadlines apply to both online
and newspaper ads. www.Fogster.com
Mountain View, 2449 Villa Nueva Wy.,
7/19/14: 9 AM - 3 PM
Mounyain View, 1331 San Domar
Drive, July 19 8-3
Several family Garage Sale.
Many Miscellaneous items.
MV: 767 San Clemente Way, 7/19,
8-4
Moving. Housewares, sets of dishes
for 12, linens, Capo di Monte, clothes,
shoes, patio furn.

Martial Arts Summer Day Camps

Acupuncture in Los Altos
If you are bothered by any health
condition and haven’t found effective
treatments, call Jay Wang PhD 650485-3293. Free consultation. 747 Altos
Oaks Dr.

355 Items for Sale
CUDDLY TOY PETS

fogster.com

260 Sports &
Exercise Equipment
Did You Know
144 million U.S. Adults read a
Newspaper print copy each week?
Discover the Power of Newspaper
Advertising. For a free brochure call
916-288-6011 or email
cecelia@cnpa.com (Cal-SCAN)

270 Tickets
Did You Know
7 IN 10 Americans or 158 million U.S.
Adults read content from newspaper
media each week? Discover the Power
of Newspaper Advertising. For a free
brochure call 916-288-6011 or email
cecelia@cnpa.com (Cal-SCAN)

Jobs
500 Help Wanted
Multimedia Sales Representatives
Embarcadero Media is headquartered
in Palo Alto and operates diverse
media enterprises, including the
region’s most respected and awardwinning community newspapers and
specialty publications, websites and
e-mail marketing products.
Locally-owned and independent
for 34 years, we publish the Palo
Alto Weekly, Mountain View Voice
and Almanac on the Peninsula and
the Pleasanton Weekly. In each of
these communities our papers are
the dominate, best-read and most
respected among its various competitors. We also operate extremely
popular interactive community news
and information websites in all of our
cities, plus unique online-only operations in Danville and San Ramon. Our
flagship website, Palo Alto Online
(http://paloaltoonline.com), attracts
more than 150,000 unique visitors
and 600,000 page views a month.
As the first newspaper in the United
States to publish on the web back
in 1994, the Palo Alto Weekly is
recognized throughout the state and
nation as a leader in transforming
from a print- only news organization
to a innovative multimedia company
offering advertisers and readers new
and effective products. In 2013, the
Weekly was judged the best large
weekly newspaper in the state by
the California Newspaper Publishers
Association. Its web operation, Palo
Alto Online, was judged the best
newspaper website in California.
The Palo Alto Weekly and
Embarcadero Media are seeking
smart, articulate and dedicated
experienced and entry-level sales
professionals who are looking for a
fast-paced and dynamic work environment of people committed to producing outstanding journalism and effective marketing for local businesses.
As a Multimedia Account Executive,
you will contact and work with local
businesses to expand their brand
identity and support their future success using marketing and advertising

opportunities available through our
3 marketing platforms: print campaigns, website advertising and email
marketing.
The ideal candidate is an organized
and assertive self-starter who loves
working as a team to beat sales
goals and possesses strong verbal,
written, persuasive and listening
interpersonal skills and can provide
exceptional customer service.
Duties, responsibilities and skills
include:
* Understands that the sales process
is more than taking orders
* Has a strong understanding of how
consumers use the Internet
* Can effectively manage and cover
a geographic territory of active
accounts while constantly canvassing
competitive media and the market for
new clients via cold calling
* Can translate customer marketing
objectives into creative and effective
multi-media advertising campaigns
* Ability to understand & interpret
marketing data to effectively overcome client objections
* Understands the importance of
meeting deadlines in an organized
manner
* Can manage and maintain client
information in our CRM database system, is proficient in Microsoft Word
and Excel and has knowledge of the
Internet and social media
* Ability to adapt objectives, sales
approaches and behaviors in
response to rapidly changing situations and to manage business in a
deadline-driven environment
Compensation includes base salary
plus commission, health benefits,
vacation, 401k and a culture where
employees are respected, supported
and given the opportunity to grow.
To apply, submit a personalized cover
letter and complete resume to: Tom
Zahiralis, Vice President, Sales and
Marketing, Embarcadero Media,
450 Cambridge Ave., Palo Alto, CA
94306. E-mail to:
tzahiralis@embarcaderopublishing.com

go to fogster.com to respond to ads without phone numbers
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Cat Spa Deluxe Activity Center - $30

FREE BOOK GIVEAWAY AFTER SALE

substitute pianist available

Laces Soccer Camps
Youth summer soccer camp in Palo Alto.
All proceeds donated to Right to Play
Charity. $100 per week for 1/2 day
camp. www.lacessoccercamps.com.
Outdoor Painting Summer Camps

Free Bones and Balance Workshop

Stanford music tutoring

Fun Programming Summer Camp

Fosterers Needed for Moffet Cats

Senior Lunch Program - Palo Alto

original ringtones

350 Preschools/
Schools/Camps

Tea Set - $25

Queen headboard/side storage - FREE

403 Acupuncture

Reading Tutor

150 Volunteers
JOIN OUR ONLINE STOREFRONT TEAM

new Holiday music

345 Tutoring/
Lessons

215 Collectibles &
Antiques

FRIENDS OF THE PALO ALTO LIBRARY

Early deadlines apply to both online
and newspaper ads. www.Fogster.com

RWC: 1228 Douglas Ave. Fri.
7/18, 11am-2pm; Sat. 7/19,
9am-1pm
BIG RUMMAGE SALE benefits
Lucile Packard Children’s Hospital.
(Just south of Woodside Rd., bet.
Broadway and Bayshore Fwy.) CASH
ONLY. (650)497-8332 or during sale
(650)568-9840

Kid’s
Stuff

WISH LIST FRIENDS PA LIBRARY

DONATE BOOKS/HELP PA LIBRARY

July 18 Voice
Friday, July 11 at Noon
July 23 Almanac
Wednesday, July 16 at Noon
July 25 Weekly
Monday, July 21 at Noon

Palo Alto, 1545 Edgewood Dr., July
19, 9-3
Yard Sale & Bake Sale- Girl Scout Troop
61623 holding its 2nd annual summer
yard & bake sale. All proceeds benefit
the troop! Donations welcome including
gently used items to sell in the sale.
Furniture, toys, clothing, books, yarn,
and a treasure trove of other things.

“One Day in Rome” -- I think you can handle this. Matt Jones

MARKETPLACE the printed version of

fogster.com

417 Groups
Did You Know
newspaper-generated content is so
valuable it's taken and repeated,
condensed, broadcast, tweeted,
discussed, posted, copied, edited, and
emailed countless times throughout
the day by others? Discover the Power
of Newspaper Advertising. For a free
brochure call 916-288-6011 or email
cecelia@cnpa.com (Cal-SCAN)

425 Health Services
Lose up to 30 Pounds
in 60 Days! Once daily appetite
suppressant burns fat and boosts
energy for healthy weight loss. 60 day
supply - $59.95. Restricted calorie diet
and regular exercise required.
Call: 800-561-9814 (CalSCAN)

Answers on page 60

©2014 Jonesin’ Crosswords

Across
1 Capital founded in 1535
5 Fit for farming
11 Like many a gen. or maj.
14 “Once ___ a midnight dreary...”
15 Bag brand
16 Prefix that follows giga, tera
and peta
17 Question for someone who’s
already written “beta” and
“kappa”?
20 Magazine staff members
21 Hide from the cops
22 Drink too much
23 Annual MTV bestowal, for short
25 Decidedly unhip
26 Packs away
28 Flower necklace given by an
environmental group?
30 Knitter’s ball
31 Result of a punch
32 They drop the bass
33 Brawl site
34 “Glee” network
37 Great ___
38 Hayride seat
39 Avril Lavigne’s take on an Elton
John song?
43 Some fountain drinks
44 “He’s ___ among men...”
45 “Voices Carry” group ___
Tuesday
46 Fruit in the lyrics to “Portland,
Oregon”
47 Elaborate architectural style
49 Satellite launched 10/4/57
52 “Stop trying to imitate the best
boxer of all time!”
55 “Saving Private Ryan” craft, for
short
56 Add fizz to
57 Emanate
58 “___ Miserables”
59 Freudian topic
60 Gets the idea
Down
1 Activist/playwright Clare Boothe
___

2 2010 Apple arrival
3 Screens in a computer lab
4 Unremarkable place
5 Sky blue
6 Fixes, as a fight
7 Big primate
8 Diner order
9 Seductive guys
10 Agree with, as a sentiment
11 Annul, as a law
12 Dig up
13 Capital of Taiwan
18 ___! All Berries (Cap’n Crunch
variety)
19 “First Lady of Song” Fitzgerald
23 What internet trolls may spew
24 Christopher of “Law and Order:
SVU”
26 Barrett of the original Pink Floyd
27 ___ Mahal
28 Simba’s mother, in “The Lion
King”
29 33 1/3, for an LP
31 Oranges, reds and golds, in
fashion terms
33 Gym teacher’s deg. (hey, it even
has the class in its name)
34 What a celebrity may use to
sign in at a hotel
35 Cheer heard a lot at World Cup
2014
36 Simple signatures
38 Crocheted footwear for infants
39 Nittany Lions all-time leader in
touchdowns ___ Clark
40 Words after “loose as” or “silly
as”
41 Reproach about jumping ahead
in line
42 Singing program, to fans
43 Golf bag item
46 Word after shopping or crime
48 Show that you like the show
49 Rogen unwelcome in North
Korea
50 “Would ___ to you?”
51 First-aid boxes
53 Trick ending?
54 Rug cleaner, briefly

This week’s SUDOKU
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Safe Step Walk-in Tub
Alert for Seniors. Bathroom falls can be
fatal. Approved by Arthritis Foundation.
Therapeutic Jets. Less Than 4 Inch
Step-In. Wide Door. Anti-Slip Floors.
American Made. Installation
Included. Call 800-799-4811 for $750
Off. (Cal-SCAN)

Jobs
500 Help Wanted
Ath: Temporary Change in
Classified Deadlines
Classified deadlines for the Weekly
and Voice Best Of and Almanac
Readers’ Choice newspapers have
been changed as follows:
July 18 Voice
Friday, July 11 at Noon
July 23 Almanac
Wednesday, July 16 at Noon
July 25 Weekly
Monday, July 21 at Noon
Early deadlines apply to both online
and newspaper ads. www.Fogster.com
Customer Service/Assemblers F/T
& Summer Help Needed- $500/wk
650-969-3585
No Exp. Needed
Managing Director
Operations/Marketing Manager
Part time nanny/driver (afternoons)
Software Engineer
M.S. in Comp. Sci. and Eng. and 3 yrs
exp req’d. Hello Network, Inc. 1895
El Camino Real, Palo Alto, CA 94306,
Attn: John Murphy.

550 Business
Opportunities
Own Your Own
Medical Alert Company. Be the 1st and
only Distributor in your area! Unlimited $
return. Small investment required. Call
toll free 1-844-225-1200. (CalSCAN)

560 Employment
Information
$1,000 Weekly!
mailing brochures from home.
Helping home workers since 2001.
Genuine Opportunity. No Experience
required. Start Immediately
www.mailingmembers.com (AAN CAN)

Business
Services
624 Financial
Do You Owe Back Taxes
Do you owe over $10,000 to the IRS
or State in back taxes? Get tax relief
now! Call BlueTax, the nation’s full service tax solution firm. 800-393-6403.
(Cal-SCAN)
Identity Protected?
Is Your Identity Protected? It is
our promise to provide the most
comprehensive identity theft prevention
and response products available!
Call Today for 30-Day FREE TRIAL
1-800-908-5194. (Cal-SCAN)
Problems with the IRS?
Are you in BIG trouble with the IRS?
Stop wage and bank levies, liens &
audits, unfiled tax returns, payroll
issues, and resolve tax debt FAST.
Seen on CNN. A BBB.
Call 1-800-761-5395. (Cal-SCAN)
Reduce Your Past Tax Bill
by as much as 75 Percent. Stop
Levies, Liens and Wage Garnishments.
Call The Tax DR Now to see if you
Qualify. 1-800-498-1067. (Cal-SCAN)

640 Legal Services
Auto Accident Attorney
Inured in an auto accident? Call
InjuryFone for a free case evaluation.
Â Never a cost to you. Don`t wait,
call now, 1-800-958-5341. (Cal-SCAN)

655 Photography
Did You Know
DID YOU KNOW that not only does
newspaper media reach a HUGE
Audience, they also reach an ENGAGED
AUDIENCE. Discover the Power of
Newspaper Advertising. For a free
brochure call 916-288-6011 or email
cecelia@cnpa.com (Cal-SCAN)

Home
Services
701 AC/Heating
Ath: Temporary Change in
Classified Deadlines
Classified deadlines for Weekly and
Voice Best Of and Almanac Readers’
Choice newspapers have been
changed as follows:
July 18 Voice
Friday, July 11 at Noon
July 23 Almanac
Wednesday, July 16 at Noon
July 25 Weekly
Monday, July 21 at Noon
Early deadlines apply to both online
and newspaper ads.
http://Fogster.com

703 Architecture/
Design
Bright Designs. Barbie Bright
Full service Int. Design. Remods.
Vail, Beaver Creek, CO. SF, WDS,
Monterey, Carmel. 970/926-7866.
brightdesigns1@gmail.com

Africa-Brazil Work Study
Change the lives of others
and create a sustainable future.
1, 6, 9, 18 month programs available.
Apply now! www.OneWorldCenter.org
269.591.0518
info@OneWorldCenter.org (AAN CAN)

715 Cleaning
Services

Drivers:
Start with our training or continue
your solid career. You Have Options!
Company Drivers, Lease Purchase or
Owner Operators Needed.
888-891-2195
www.CentralTruckDrivingjobs.com
(CalSCAN)

748 Gardening/
Landscaping

ARE YOU

The Palo Alto Weekly
Marketplace
is online at:
http://www.fogster.com
CONNECTED?

A Good Housecleaning Service
Call Orkopina! Since 1985. Bonded, Ins.
Lic. #20624. 650/962-1536

HOME & GARDEN
30 Years in family

LANDSCAPE

Ya     
 Tree Trim & Removal,
Palm & Stump Removal

650.814.1577 
J. Garcia Garden Maintenance
No
phone number in the ad?
Service
Free est. 21 years
Go exp.
to 650/3664301 or 650/346-6781

fogster.com

for contact information

TM

THE PENINSULA’S FREE
CLASSIFIEDS WEBSITE
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WITHOUT PHONE NUMBERS
GO TO WWW.FOGSTER.COM

LANDA’S GARDENING &
LANDSCAPING
*Yard Maint. *New Lawns. *Rototil
*Clean Ups *Tree Trim *Power Wash
*Irrigation timer programming. 18
yrs exp. Ramon, 650/576-6242
landaramon@yahoo.com
R.G. Landscape
Yard Clean-ups, debris removal,
maintenance, installations. Free est.
650/468-8859

Sam’s Garden Service
General CleanuGardening
PrunTrimming
New LawnSprinkler Systems
 Planting
(650) 969-9894
Tired of Mow, Blow and Go?
Owner operated, 40 years exp.
All phases of gardening/landscaping.
Ref. Call Eric, 408/356-1350

751 General
Contracting
A NOTICE TO READERS:
It is illegal for an unlicensed person
to perform contracting work on
any project valued at $500.00 or
more in labor and materials. State
law also requires that contractors
include their license numbers on all
advertising. Check your contractor’s status at www.cslb.ca.gov or
800-321-CSLB (2752). Unlicensed
persons taking jobs that total less
than $500.00 must state in their
advertisements that they are not
licensed by the Contractors State
License Board.

779 Organizing
Services
End the Clutter & Get Organized
Residential Organizing
by Debra Robinson
(650)390-0125

790 Roofing
Tapia Roofing
Family owned. Residential roofing, dry
rot repair, gutter and downspouts. Lic
# 729271. 650/367-8795

Real
Estate
801 Apartments/
Condos/Studios
Ath: Temporary Change in
Classified Deadlines
Classified deadlines for Weekly and
Voice Best Of and Almanac Readers’
Choice newspapers have been
changed as follows:
July 18 Voice
Friday, July 11 at Noon
July 23 Almanac
Wednesday, July 16 at Noon
July 25 Weekly
Monday, July 21 at Noon
Early deadlines apply to both online
and newspaper ads. www.Fogster.com
Menlo Park - $3295.00

757 Handyman/
Repairs
Fast and Reliable Handyman
One call, does it all! Fast and Reliable
Handyman Services. Call ServiceLive
and get referred to a pro today:
Call 800-958-8267 (Cal-SCAN)
!CompleteHome
Repair
! modelin
!Professional inting
!Carpentr 
FRED
30 Years Experience !Plumbing
!Electrical
650.529.1662 !CustomCabinets
650.483.4227 !Decknces

ABLE

HANDYMAN

759 Hauling
J & G HAULING SERVICE
Misc. junk, office, gar., furn.,
mattresses, green waste, more.
Lic./ins. Free est. 650/743-8852
(see my Yelp reviews)

771 Painting/
Wallpaper
DAVID AND MARTIN
PAINTING
Quality work
Good references
Low price
Lic. #52643

(650) 575-2022

Glen Hodges Painting
Call me first! Senior discount. 45 yrs.
#351738. 650/322-8325
H.D.A. Painting and Drywall
Interior/exterior painting, drywall
installed. Mud, tape all textures. Free
est. 650/207-7703
Italian Painter
Residential/Commercial, interior /exterior. 30 years exp. Excel. refs. No job
too small. AFFORDABLE RATES. Free
est. Call Domenico, 650/421-6879
STYLE PAINTING
Full service painting. Insured. Lic.
903303. 650/388-8577

775 Asphalt/
Concrete
Mtn. View Asphalt Sealing
Driveway, parking lot seat coating. Asphalt repair, striping, 30+
years. Family owned. Free est. Lic.
507814. 650/967-1129
Roe General Engineering
Asphalt, concrete, pavers, tiles, sealing,
new construct, repairs. 36 yrs exp.
No job too small. Lic #663703.
650/814-5572

Menlo Park, 2 BR/1 BA - $3295.00
Mountain View, Studio - $1,685
Palo Alto - $5995

805 Homes for Rent
Menlo Park Las Lomitas, 3 BR/2 BA
- $4300
Menlo Park, 2 BR/1 BA - $3295.00
Palo Alto Home, 4 BR/2 BA - $4800
.mon
Woodside, 3 BR/2 BA - $7,200.00

809 Shared Housing/
Rooms
Downtown Palo Alto Love Nest, 2 BR/1
BA - $3295

815 Rentals Wanted
Midpeninsula: Cottage
inlaw unit or pvt. suite. Dependable,
respected music teacher/composer.
Excel. refs. 650/281-3339 or
adinjc@aol.com

825 Homes/Condos
for Sale
Menlo Park, 3 BR/2 BA - $1099000
Palo Alto
Palo Alto, 3 BR/2 BA - $899000
Palo Alto, 4 BR/2 BA
Palo Alto, 4 BR/3 BA
Sunnyvale, 3 BR/2 BA - $599999

855 Real Estate
Services
All Areas: Roommates.com
Browse hundreds of online listings
with photos and maps. Find your
roommate with a click of the mouse!
Visit: http://www.Roommates.com.
(AAN CAN)

Public
Notices
995 Fictitious Name
Statement
SWAGELOK NORTHERN CALIFORNIA
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT
File No.: 593230
The following person (persons) is (are)
doing business as:
Swagelok Northern California, located
at 3393 West Warren Avenue, Fremont,
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CA 94538, Alameda County.
The principal place of business is in
Alameda County and a current fictitious
business name statement is on file at
the County Clerk-Recorder’s Office of
said county.
This business is owned by: A
Corporation.
The name and residence address of the
owner(s)/registrant(s) is(are):
SUNNYVALE FLUID SYSTEM
TECHNOLOGIES, INC.
3393 West Warren Avenue
Fremont, CA 94538
Registrant/Owner began transacting
business under the fictitious business
name(s) listed above on 03/01/2010.
This statement was filed with the
County Clerk-Recorder of Santa Clara
County on June 17, 2014.
(PAW June 27, July 4, 11, 18, 2014)
MASSAGE FOR EVERYBODY
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT
File No.: 593433
The following person (persons) is (are)
doing business as:
Massage for Everybody, located at
585 Ortega Ave., Mt. View, CA 94040,
Santa Clara County.
This business is owned by: An
Individual.
The name and residence address of the
owner(s)/registrant(s) is(are):
TERI STRYKER
585 Ortega
Mt. View, CA 94040
Registrant/Owner began transacting
business under the fictitious business
name(s) listed above on 7-1-2014.
This statement was filed with the
County Clerk-Recorder of Santa Clara
County on June 20, 2014.
(PAW June 27, July 4, 11, 18, 2014)
PALO ALTO SOO BAHK DO
PALO ALTO KARATE
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT
File No.: 593504
The following person (persons) is (are)
doing business as:
1.) Palo Alto Soo Bahk Do, 2.) Palo
Alto Karate, located at 1107 Trinity
Lane, Palo Alto, CA 94303, Santa Clara
County.
This business is owned by: An
Individual.
The name and residence address of the
owner(s)/registrant(s) is(are):
SOFUS A. MACSKASSY
1107 Trinity Lane
Palo Alto, CA 94303
Registrant/Owner began transacting
business under the fictitious business
name(s) listed above on N/A.
This statement was filed with the
County Clerk-Recorder of Santa Clara
County on June 24, 2014.
(PAW July 4, 11, 18, 25, 2014)
Translantix
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT
File No.: 593544
The following person (persons) is (are)
doing business as:
Translantix, located at 762 Hamilton
Avenue, Palo Alto, CA 94301, Santa
Clara County.
This business is owned by: An
Individual.
The name and residence address of the
owner(s)/registrant(s) is(are):
LUCINDA PIEPER
762 Hamilton Avenue
Palo Alto, CA 94301
Registrant/Owner began transacting
business under the fictitious business
name(s) listed above on N/A.
This statement was filed with the
County Clerk-Recorder of Santa Clara
County on June 24, 2014.
(PAW July 4, 11, 18, 25, 2014)
AIMEE’S CAKES
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT
File No.: 593190
The following person (persons) is (are)
doing business as:
Aimee’s Cakes, located at 946 Colonial
Lane, Palo Alto, CA 94303, Santa Clara
County.
This business is owned by: An
Individual.
The name and residence address of the
owner(s)/registrant(s) is(are):
AIMEE LYSAGHT
946 Colonial Lane
Palo Alto, CA 94303
Registrant/Owner began transacting
business under the fictitious business
name(s) listed above on N/A.
This statement was filed with the
County Clerk-Recorder of Santa Clara
County on June 16, 2014.
(PAW July 4, 11, 18, 25, 2014)
QuestBridge
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT
File No.: 593268
The following person (persons) is (are)
doing business as:

QuestBridge, located at 115 Everett
Ave., Palo Alto, CA 94301, Santa Clara
County.
This business is owned by: A
Corporation.
The name and residence address of the
owner(s)/registrant(s) is(are):
QUEST SCHOLARS PROGRAM, INC.
115 Everett Ave.
Palo Alto, CA 94301
Registrant/Owner began transacting
business under the fictitious business
name(s) listed above on 09/27/2002.
This statement was filed with the
County Clerk-Recorder of Santa Clara
County on June 17, 2014.
(PAW July 11, 18, 25, Aug. 1, 2014)
CrossFit Palo Alto
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT
File No.: 593854
The following person (persons) is (are)
doing business as:
CrossFit Palo Alto, located at 327
Kingsley Ave., Palo Alto, CA 94301,
Santa Clara County.
This business is owned by: A
Corporation.
The name and residence address of the
owner(s)/registrant(s) is(are):
DYMMEL TRAINING SYSTEMS, INC.
327 Kingsley Ave.
Palo Alto, CA 94301
Registrant/Owner began transacting
business under the fictitious business
name(s) listed above on N/A.
This statement was filed with the
County Clerk-Recorder of Santa Clara
County on July 2, 2014.
(PAW July 18, 25, Aug. 1, 8, 2014)
SANTIAGO’S HANDYMAN SERVICES
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT
File No.: 594033
The following person (persons) is (are)
doing business as:
Santiago’s Handyman Services, located
at 386 Roosevelt Ave., Sunnyvale, CA
94085, Santa Clara County.
This business is owned by: An
Individual.
The name and residence address of the
owner(s)/registrant(s) is(are):
JOSE SANTIAGO
386 Roosevelt Ave.
Sunnyvale, CA 94085
Registrant/Owner began transacting
business under the fictitious business
name(s) listed above on 2/27/2014.
This statement was filed with the
County Clerk-Recorder of Santa Clara
County on July 9, 2014.
(PAW July 18, 25, Aug. 1, 8, 2014)
STATEMENT OF ABANDONMENT OF
USE OF FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
File No. 593670
The following person(s)/ entity (ies)
has/have abandoned the use of the
fictitious business name(s).
The information given below is as it
appeared on the fictitious business

TM

statement that was filed at the County
Clerk-Recorder’s Office.
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME(S):
WHITE PROPERTIES JOINT VENTURE
431 Burgess Drive, Suite 200
Menlo Park, CA 94025
FILED IN SANTA CLARA COUNTY ON:
11/15/2012
UNDER FILE NO.: 503553
REGISTRANT’S NAME(S)/ENTITY(IES):
CAROLEE WHITE, Trustee
620 Sand Hill Road, 215 E
Palo Alto, CA 94304
JAMES S. HEATON, Trustee
2408 Rogue Valley Manor Dr.
Medford, OR 97504
CHARLES H. HEYSER, Trustee
113 Mirabel Place
San Carlos, CA 94070
THIS BUSINESS WAS CONDUCTED BY:
Join Venture.
This statement was filed with the
County Clerk Recorder of Santa Clara
County on June 27, 2014
(PAW July 18, 25, Aug. 1, 8, 2014)
GreatDay Records
GreatDay Media
GreatDay Publishing
GreatDay Tunes
GreatDay Music
GreatDay Songs
GreatDay Hits
GreatDay Global Publishing
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT
File No.: 594084
The following person (persons) is (are)
doing business as:
1.) GreatDay Records, 2.) GreatDay
Media, 3.) GreatDay Publishing, 4.)
GreatDay Tunes, 5.) GreatDay Music,
6.) GreatDay Songs, 7.) GreatDay Hits,
8.) GreatDay Global Publishing, located
at 555 Bryant Street #873, Palo Alto,
CA 94301, Santa Clara County.
This business is owned by: A Limited
Liability Company.
The name and residence address of the
owner(s)/registrant(s) is(are):
GreatDay Records LLC
555 Bryant St. #873
Palo Alto, CA 94301
Registrant/Owner began transacting
business under the fictitious business
name(s) listed above on 06/05/2014.
This statement was filed with the
County Clerk-Recorder of Santa Clara
County on July 10, 2014.
(PAW July 18, 25, Aug. 1, 8, 2014)
BONDI BLUE, INC.
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT
File No.: 593988
The following person (persons) is (are)
doing business as:
Bondi Blue, Inc., located at 2625
Middlefield Rd. #258, Palo Alto, CA
94306, Santa Clara County.
This business is owned by: A
Corporation.
The name and residence address of the

THE PENINSULA’S FREE CLASSIFIEDS WEBSITE
TO RESPOND TO ADS WITHOUT PHONE NUMBERS
GO TO WWW.FOGSTER.COM
owner(s)/registrant(s) is(are):
BONDI BLUE, INC.
2625 Middlefield Rd., #258
Palo Alto, CA 94306
Registrant/Owner began transacting
business under the fictitious business
name(s) listed above on 06/12/2014.
This statement was filed with the
County Clerk-Recorder of Santa Clara
County on July 8, 2014.
(PAW July 18, 25, Aug. 1, 8, 2014)

997 All Other Legals
ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE FOR CHANGE
OF NAME SUPERIOR COURT OF THE
STATE OF CALIFORNIA FOR THE
COUNTY OF SANTA CLARA
Case No.: 114CV267440
TO ALL INTERESTED PERSONS:
Petitioner: MARIA SAINZ filed a petition
with this court for a decree changing
names as follows:
CLARA MARIA DEGOIS, aka CLARA
MARIA SAINZ, aka CLARA DEGOIS
SAINZ to CLARA MARIA DEGOIS SAINZ.
THE COURT ORDERS that all persons
interested in this matter appear before
this court at the hearing indicated
below to show cause, if any, why the
petition for change of name should not
be granted. Any person objecting to the
name changes described above must
file a written objection that includes the
reasons for the objection at least two
court days before the matter is scheduled to be heard and must appear at
the hearing to show cause why the petition should not be granted. If no written
objection is timely filed, the court may
grant the petition without a hearing.
NOTICE OF HEARING: November 4,
2014, 8:45 a.m., Room: Probate of the
Superior Court of California, County of
Santa Clara, 191 N. First Street, San
Jose, CA 95113.
A copy of this ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE
shall be published at least once each
week for four successive weeks prior to
the date set for hearing on the petition
in the following newspaper of general
circulation, printed in this county:
PALO ALTO WEEKLY
Date: July 2, 2014
/s/ Aaron Persky
JUDGE OF THE SUPERIOR COURT
(PAW July 11, 18, 25, Aug. 1, 2014)

You may want to consult with an attorney
knowledgeable in California law.
You may examine the file kept by the
court. If you are a person interested in
the estate, you may file with the court
a Request for Special Notice (form
DE-154) of the filing of an inventory
and appraisal of estate assets or of
any petition or account as provided in
Probate Code section 1250. A Request
for Special Notice form is available
from the court clerk.
Attorney for Petitioner: Martin H.
Steinley, Esq. (State Bar # 138754),
Beamer, Lauth, Steinley & Bond, LLP,
401 B Street, Suite 1530, San Diego,
CA 92101-4238, Telephone: (619)
235-6800
7/18, 7/25, 8/1/14
CNS-2643573#
PALO ALTO WEEKLY
Legal Notice
Notice of Application
Notification is hereby given that Wells
Fargo Bank, National Association,
101 N. Phillips Avenue, Sioux Falls,
Minnehaha County, SD 57104 has filed
an application with the Comptroller
of the Currency filed on July 10,
2014, as specified in 12 CFR 5 in
the Comptroller's Manual for National
Banks, for permission to establish traditional branch office at: 2754 Middlefield
Rd., Palo Alto, Santa Clara, CA 94306.
Any person wishing to comment on this
application may file comments in writing
with the Large Bank Licensing Lead
Expert, 400 7th Street SW, Mail Stop
10E-2, Washington, DC 20219 within
30 days of the date of this publication.
The non-confidential portions of the
application are on file with the Deputy
Comptroller as part of the public file.
This file is available for public inspection during regular business hours.
(PAW July 18, 2014)

Answers to this week’s puzzles, which can be found on page 59.

NOTICE OF PETITION TO ADMINISTER
ESTATE OF
ELIZABETH S. LYMAN
CASE NO. 1-14-PR174715
To all heirs, beneficiaries, creditors,
contingent creditors, and persons who
may otherwise be interested in the will
or estate, or both, of: ELIZABETH S.
LYMAN
A Petition for Probate has been filed by
TIMOTHY ROE LYMAN in the Superior
Court of California, County of Santa
Clara.
The Petition for Probate requests that
TIMOTHY ROE LYMAN be appointed as

A bold new
approach
to classifieds
for the
Midpeninsula

fogster.com
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Instantly online. Free.
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personal representative to administer
the estate of the decedent.
The Petition requests the decedent’s
will and codicils, if any, be admitted to
probate. The will and any codicils are
available for examination in the file kept
by the court.
The Petition requests authority to
administer the estate under the
Independent Administration of Estates
Act. (This authority will allow the personal representative to take many actions
without obtaining court approval. Before
taking certain very important actions,
however, the personal representative
will be required to give notice to interested persons unless they have waived
notice or consented to the proposed
action.) The independent administration
authority will be granted unless an interested person files an objection to the
petition and shows good cause why the
court should not grant the authority.
A hearing on the petition will be held in
this court on August 14, 2014 at 9:30
a.m. in Dept. 12 located at 191 North
First Street, San Jose CA 95113.
If you object to the granting of the petition, you should appear at the hearing
and state your objections or file written
objections with the court before the
hearing. Your appearance may be in
person or by your attorney.
If you are a creditor or a contingent
creditor of the decedent, you must
file your claim with the court and mail
a copy to the personal representative
appointed by the court within the later
of either (1) four months from the date
of first issuance of letters to a general
personal representative, as defined in
section 58(b) of the California Probate
Code, or (2) 60 days from the date
of mailing or personal delivery to you
of a notice under section 9052 of the
California Probate Code.
Other California statutes and legal authority may affect your rights as a creditor.
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Sports
Shorts

Nearly
time for
the JOs
Stanford club teams
appear ready to host
world’s largest tourney

Stanford senior Emily Dorst (2014) and her father, Chris, (1976) bookend a remarkable Stanford streak
that has seen Cardinal teams win at least one national crown over a period of 38 straight years.

It’s all in the family
Stanford’s 38 years
of at least one
NCAA title starts,
ends with a Dorst
by Keith Peters

ON THE AIR

READ MORE ONLINE

www.PASportsOnline.com
For expanded daily coverage of
college and prep sports, visit
www.PASportsOnline.com
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Chris Dorst was a two-time All-American goalie for Stanford,
helping win the school’s first NCAA title in 1976.
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Saturday
Women’s basketball: WNBA AllStar Game, 12:30 p.m.; ESPN

T

he next NCAA championship won by a Stanford team
will mark the 39th straight
year that the Cardinal has won at
least one national championship.
It is quite a remarkable achievement for any school to have a 38year streak of titles.
But, should the Stanford men’s
water polo team win the next
NCAA championship or maybe
the women’s volleyball or cross
country team, a special part of
the streak will end.
Call it the Dorst connection.
Stanford’s streak of titles started in 1976 when the men’s water
polo team, with then-senior Chris
Dorst playing goalie, captured the
national crown by beating UCLA,
13-12.
The streak reached 38 straight
years this past spring when the
Cardinal women’s water polo
team, which included junior goalie
Emily Dorst, captured the national
crown by beating UCLA, 9-5.
To make the streak perhaps even
more special was the fact that se-
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OF LOCAL NOTE . . . Former
Stanford defensive back Richard
Sherman of the Seattle Seahawks
received the award for Breakthrough
Athlete of the Year on Wednesday
night at the annual ESPY Awards .
. . Gunn High senior Anna Zhou of
Palo Alto played for the girls’ title on
Thursday at the AJGA Junior at Serrano in El Dorado Hills after shooting
rounds of 68-73 for a 141 total. Zhou
took a two-stroke lead into the final
round at Serrano Country Club.
She was looking for her fifth AJGA
(American Junior Golf Association)
title this season. Also competing was
Palo Alto High’s Michelle Xie. She
had rounds of 76 and 79 for a 155
total that left her 11-over heading into
the final round.

by Keith Peters
he preliminaries are all but
over for the boys and girls
of the Stanford Water Polo
Club with the National Junior
Olympics coming up in just over a
week. The final tuneups were this
past weekend in separate tournaments in Southern California.
The Stanford boys sent three
teams to the US Club Championships, with the 14&U squad posting the best finish while taking
third. The 12&U team was 12th
and the 16&U team 15th.
The 14&U team finished with
a 4-1 record and was coached by
Clarke Weatherspoon and included Niko Bhatia, Nikolas Caryotakis, Andrew Churukian, Miller
Geschke, Jayden Kunwar, Alexander Nemeth, Andrew Penner,
Nathan Puentes, Luke Rohlen,
Chris Rowland, Walker Seymour,
Corey Tanis, Alex Tsotadze, Alan
Viollier and Larsen Weigle.
“My hope is that this result can
give us a nice boost heading in
JOs,” said Weatherspoon. “Every
tournament is unique, as is each
game. These kids have played
great throughout the year and it
would be nice to get a high placement playing JOs at home.
“That said, they have all grown,
physically and emotionally this
year. I’m proud of their accomplishments and resilience regardless of the outcome. Let’s see how
it all shakes out.”
Stanford defeated Northwood,
15-5; romped past Commerce,
17-2; held off CHAWP, 8-4; lost
to eventual champion Vanguard,
12-4; and then beat Kahuna, 12-7,
for third.
The Stanford 18&U team
played in the Ironman Superfinals, another high-level club
championship tournament in Orange County, and finished sixth.
The Stanford 18&U girls’ team
finished fourth at the US Club
Championships, falling to SoCal
in the semifinals, 9-8, and then
dropping a 9-7 decision to 680 in
the bronze-medal game on Sunday. Stanford opened with a 10-6
win over Rose Bowl, then defeated
Huntington Beach, 6-4. On Saturday, Stanford edged Xtreme, 10-9,
and defeated SET in the quarterfinals, 8-5.
Stanford’s roster included Caroline Anderson, Sam Acker, and
Bianca Batista from Gunn;
Caitlin Stuewe and Morgan
McCracken from Sacred Heart
Prep; Jessica Heilman from
Menlo-Atherton; Sami Strutner, Courtney Batcheller, Nata-
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A FINAL TUNEUP . . . It won’t be
the perfect regular-season record as
last season, but the Palo Alto Oaks
nonetheless can wrap up a 14-2
campaign on Sunday when they
host their final Western Baseball Association doubleheader at Baylands
Athletic Center starting at 11:30
a.m. The twin bill will be the final
tuneup prior to Palo Alto hosting the
AABC West Regional, which begins
on July 25. Due to a scheduling
conflict, the first two games in the
six-team, double-elimination tourney
will be played at Washington Park in
Burlingame. Game 3 will be moved
to Baylands at 4 p.m. with another
game following that night. Reportedly, the tourney will include two
teams from the Los Angeles area,
two from Sacramento and two from
the WBA, the Oaks and most likely
Fontanetti’s. The Oaks reached last
year’s championship game before
finally falling, finishing the season
with a 19-2 mark with both losses
coming in the regional. Palo Alto is
coming off a split in its doubleheader
last Sunday, losing to Fontanetti’s
by 12-1 before bouncing back with a
3-0 victory. The Oaks got only three
hits in the first game but had no such
problems in Game 2. Looking ahead
to the postseason, Oaks management exercised several pitchers
in the seven-inning second game.
Starter C.J. Hillyer claimed the win
with four shutout innings, allowing only two hits. Jacob Naval and
Brandt Norlander took over the final
three innings, completing the shutout
and allowing no additional hits. Gunn
High grad Graham Fisher struck the
big blow for the Oaks in the fourth
inning, doubling over the outfielder
in deep center field to drive in Casey
Thompson and Danny Ordonez.
Ordonez drove in Thompson in the
sixth inning for an insurance run. The
game ended with a low score more
typical for these two teams.

WATER POLO

Emily Dorst was a backup goalie this past season as the Cardinal
women won a national title in water polo.
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NCAA streak
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nior Becca Dorst, Emily’s older
sister, played for the Bruins.
It’s probably safe to say that no
other college in America has such
a streak with such a unique connection.
“It’s neat,” said papa Dorst, “but
it’s not the sort of thing that gets
you out of bed each morning.”
But, it is something he and his
family can enjoy until the next
Cardinal NCAA team champ is
crowned. Then again, Emily has
one more season on The Farm and
the women’s water polo team could
repeat — keeping the title bookends in place for another year.
After graduating from MenloAtherton High, Chris Dorst went
on to Stanford and was named an
All-American in both 1975 and
‘76 — becoming the first AllAmerican goalie in school history. The men’s water polo team
was loaded with talent and pretty
much favored to win the school’s
first-ever NCAA title in ‘76.
“We were No. 1 all year,” Chris
said. “Had they (the Bruins)
beaten us, it would have been an
upset.”
Stanford actually lost its first
two matches that season before
winning the next 20, topped by
the national title.
“We had a great team, with
some of the best players you’ve
never heard of,” Dorst said.

Stanford had four All-Amer- ters — Lindsay (a Cal grad),
icans that season, with Drew Becca (a UCLA grad) and Emily.
McDonald, Doug Burke and Lindsay graduated from Sacred
Rick Johannsen joining Dorst. Heart Prep while Becca and EmVeteran coach Art Lambert was ily graduated from Menlo-Atherthe guiding light that year before ton. All three played water polo,
retiring.
with two of them — Lindsay and
“Our success was more Art Emily — following in dad’s goalie
Lambert bringing us all together,” footsteps.
Dorst said. “Best coach
“I married specifiI ever played for.”
cally for DNA,” joked
Dorst said Lambert alChris.
ways had the team preFor those keeping
pared emotionally and
track, Chris has one
physically. He helped
NCAA team title, Mathe team overcome the
rybeth has one and Emknock that Stanford was
ily has one. Becca has
a bunch of smart boys
one second place and
who couldn’t play.
three thirds while LindLambert used that to
say has one runner-up
motivate his team.
medal.
Emily Dorst
“There was nothing
Bragging rights go
left to chance. We were prepared to Emily, as far as the sisters are
and relentless,” Dorst said. “And concerned.
we had fun. We had a real fun
“She (Emily) has not even begroup of guys.”
gun to stick it to them,” Chris said
Dorst believes that Lambert, with a laugh.
now in his 70s and living in Idaho,
Despite playing behind freshcould still coach today.
man Gabby Stone this season,
Dorst went on to make the U.S. Emily helped the Stanford women
Olympic team that missed the go 25-1. She had 37 saves in 13
Moscow Games due to the boy- games.
cott, but came back four years
Emily wasn’t even aware of
later and helped the USA take the her place in the streak until after
silver medal in Los Angeles.
the Cardinal’s NCAA title this
Dorst eventually married Mary- spring.
beth Linzmeier, who had been an
“I think my dad told me,” she
eight-time All-American swim- said. “It is pretty special.”
mer at Stanford, helped win one
Emily followed her sisters into
NCAA team title and also made the sport after traipsing along to
the 1980 Olympic team.
their matches.
The two later had three daugh“We tried out everything (sports
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wise),” Emily said, “but that’s the
one (water polo) that stuck.”
Emily and Becca teamed to
help M-A win a Central Coast
Section title in 2010, before the
sisters went their separate collegiate ways. After Lindsay headed
to Cal and Becca to UCLA, it was
up to Emily to keep the family
tradition alive at Stanford.
“She (Emily) wasn’t the starter,
but she is a huge part of our team’s
grinder mentality,” said Cardinal
head coach John Tanner, who recently returned with his team from
Europe where Stanford played the
Netherlands and France in exhibitions.
This weekend, the Stanford
men and women will be playing
in the US Open of Water Polo in
Southern California. The women
will be playing at the Brenda Villa
Aquatics Center in Commerce,
named after the former Cardinal All-American and four-time
Olympian.
Villa helped keep the streak of
NCAA titles alive by leading the
Cardinal to the NCAA crown in
2002.
After that, Emily will be back
in town to watch some of water
polo’s National Junior Olympics
(July 26-Aug. 3), which is being
hosted by the Stanford Water Polo
Club. Then it will be time to start
making plans for an NCAA title
defense.
“I don’t want to jinx the team,”
Emily said, “but, it would be a great
way to end my senior year.” N

Water polo
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lie Williams, Anna Edgington,
Katherine Moore, and McKenna
Yates (St. Francis); Niki Reynolds
(Burlingame); Kristen Denney
(Carlmont) and Emma Malysz
(Presentation).
The Stanford 16&U team
opened with a 0-4 record and
failed to medal.
The Junior Olympics, hosted
by Stanford, will get under way
July 26 at various local pools. The
boys will play the first four days
followed by the girls. The event is
considered the largest of its kind
in the world.
* * *
At the UANA Junior Pan American Championships at the Riverside Aquatics Complex, two players with Stanford ties led the USA
Women’s National Youth Team to
the gold medal with an 11-6 victory over Brazil on Tuesday.
Aria Fischer, whose father
Erich helped Stanford win an
NCAA title in 1986, scored three
goals while incoming Stanford
freshman Jordan Raney also tallied three goals.
The U.S. Men’s Youth National
Team found redemption and a
gold medal at the UANA Junior
Pan American Championship
with a 10-9 victory over Brazil on
Wednesday in Riverside. Menlo
School senior Nick Bisconti is a
member of Team USA. N
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Special
time for
the sisters

Paly grad Pederson
pounds all-star homer
Palo Alto Babe Ruth teams are hoping to advance
past NorCal State Tournaments and into regional play

Nneka, Chiney Ogwumike
make WNBA history;
Lin joins NBA Lakers
by Keith Peters
ormer Stanford All-American basketball players
Chiney and Nneka Ogwumike, who in April became only
the second set of siblings ever selected with the top overall pick in
an American professional sports
draft, have made history again.
Chiney, the No. 1 overall pick by
the Connecticut Sun this year, and
Nneka, the No. 1 overall selection
by the Los Angeles Sparks in 2012,
have been chosen by the league’s
head coaches as reserves for Boost
Mobile WNBA All-Star 2014, the
WNBA announced this week.
With that, Chiney, who will
be making her first All-Star appearance, and Nneka, who will be
making her second, become the
first pair of sisters ever selected
to participate in the WNBA’s AllStar event.
Chiney is making the most of
her first season in the WNBA. After being the No. 1 pick in the 2014
WNBA Draft, she was the Rookie
of the Month for May and June.
She leads the Sun in scoring (15.5
ppg) and rebounding (8.4 rpg) and
is also tops among WNBA rookies
in both categories.
“It means the world to me because, honestly, I didn’t expect to
come to the league and be able
to feel like a confident player,”
Ogwumike said of the honor.
“You expect rookie struggles,
and I have struggled at times, but
I have great teammates who lift
me up, and I have an organization
that gives me so much confidence.
And to be there alongside my sister . . . I think it’s just awesome
and I feel blessed.”
Nneka Ogwumike, meanwhile,
is averaging 15.4 points and 7.7
rebounds and ranks among the
top15 in the league in both categories.
“Being named an all-star the
second year in a row is definitely
an honor,” Nneka said. “I’m ecstatic to be sharing this accolade
again with my teammate Candace
Parker and most especially, my
sister.”
The Ogwumike sisters faced
each other for the first time this
past Sunday in a regular-season
game, now could face each other
again as all-stars.
The all-star game will take
place at US Airways Center in
Phoenix on Saturday and will
be nationally televised on ESPN,
with tip-off at 12:30 p.m. (PT).
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NBA
Palo Alto High grad Jeremy
Lin has joined the Los Angeles

Former Dartmouth softball coach Rachel Hanson (right) has been
hired to take over Stanford’s program this coming season.
Lakers following a trade from the
Houston Rockets.
Peter Diepenbrock, Lin’s coach
at Palo Alto, thinks the change of
scenery might be good for Lin.
“First and foremost it gets
him away from a coach (Kevin
McHale) who doesn’t believe
in him. That just wasn’t working,” Diepenbrock said Monday.
“Whether his new coach does believe in him remains to be seen,
of course.
“But getting away from McHale,
(James) Harden, (Dwight) Howard and out of Houston is a good
thing. That group is never going
to win anything and it was very
hard to root for that style of play.
Yes, there are a lot of new factors
to consider, but I’m happy he will
have a chance to play a lot and
hopefully play his real position of
point guard which wasn’t happening in Houston.
“And, I think he and Kobe have
a lot of the same personality traits
so it will be interesting to see how
they get along.”
Lin, who led the Vikings to the
2006 CIF Division II state championship before heading to Harvard, was originally signed by the
Golden State Warriors as a nondrafted free agent before gaining
“Linsanity” fame with the New
York Knicks.
Lin, now a four-year NBA veteran, holds career averages of
11.9 points, 4.8 assists and 2.6 rebounds in 217 career games (140
starts). Last season, in 71 games
with the Rockets, the 25-year-old
averaged 12.5 points, 4.1 assists
and 2.6 rebounds while shooting
career-bests from the field (.446)
and on three-point field goals
(.358).
Lin was named the NBA’s Player of the Week for February 12,
2012 and started all 82 games of
the 2012-13 season. He became

the first American of Chinese or
Taiwanese descent to play in the
NBA in 2010-11, after four-year
career at Harvard.
“On behalf of the entire organization and Rockets fans around
the world, I want to thank Jeremy
for his contributions to our organization,” said Rockets owner
Leslie Alexander on the team’s
website. “It has been a joy to
watch Jeremy over the past few
seasons. We wish him all the best
in the future.”
Lin is scheduled to make $14.9
million this season, the final year
of the three-year $25 million contract he signed with Houston.
Softball
Rachel Hanson has been named
Stanford’s softball head coach.
Hanson joins the Cardinal after
four seasons as the Dartmouth
head coach where she elevated
the program to new levels of success and claimed the winningest
seasons in the school’s past decade.
Hanson is coming off a successful 2014 season in which
she led the Big Green to its first
Ivy League Championship with
an 18-2 conference record. She
guided her team to a 31-19 overall mark and a trip to the NCAA
Tempe Regional. The 18 conference victories are the most in
Dartmouth history and the 31
wins overall ranks second alltime.
Under Hanson’s leadership,
Dartmouth student-athletes garnered a variety of individual honors including the 2014 Ivy League
Player of the Year, 2013 Rookie
of the Year, the 2013 and 2014
Ivy League Pitcher of the Year,
NFCA All-Region honors, Ivy
League first- and second-team
selections and Ivy League AllAcademic recognition. N

alo Alto High grad Joc
Pederson had a solo home
run for the Pacific Coast
League during a 7-3 loss to the
International League in the Triple-A All-Star Game on Wednesday night in Durham, N.C.
The 22-year-old Pederson, who
plays for the Albuquerque Isotopes in the Los Angeles Dodgers’ organization, slammed a 3-1
pitch deep to right-center field
bleachers in the sixth inning for
the PCL’s first run of the game.
After drawing a four-pitch walk
in the eighth inning, he came
around to score his second run of
the evening on a two-out single
by Colorado Spring’s Ben Paulsen. Pederson finished the game
1-for-3 with a home run, a walk,
an RBI and two runs scored.
The IL struck early with a pair
of runs in both the first and second innings. After Pederson cut
it to 4-1 in the top of the sixth,
the IL tacked on three more to expand the lead to 7-1 in the bottom
of the sixth. Pederson’s run in the
eighth and another two-out RBI
in the ninth cut it to 7-3.
Pederson’s home run was the
first by an Isotope in the Triple-A
All-Star Game since Val Pascucci
homered in the 2007.
In 79 games with Albuquerque
this season, Pederson is hitting
.324 with 13 doubles, four triples, 17 home runs and 43 RBI.
He has reached base in 72 of the
79 games he’s played in and leads
the PCL with a .445 on-base percentage. Pederson also ranks tied
for sixth in home runs (17), sixth
in stolen bases (20), third in slugging percentage (.572), fifth in
runs scored (61) and tied for first
in walks (63).
Also playing in the PCL AllStar Game for the International
League was former Stanford
player Stephen Piscotty. He had a
single in two at-bats. He’s batting
.305 with six homers and 51 RBI
for the Louisville Redbirds.
In other all-star news, Stanford
sophomore infielder Tommy Edman was named to the New England Collegiate Baseball League
(NECBL) South All-Star team,
the league announced Sunday.
Edman, a member of the Newport Gulls, will start at shortstop
for the South squad.
The 21st NECBL All-Star
Game will be held this Sunday at
MacKenzie Stadium, the home of
the Valley Blue Sox, in Holyoke,
Mass.
Edman is the second current
Cardinal player to be named a
starter in his respective summer league all-star game, joining pitcher Cal Quantrill of the
Coastal Plain League’s Morehead
City Marlins.

Quantrill was the starting for
the East in Monday’s all-star
game at Big Rock Stadium in
Morehead City, N.C. Quantrill
faced three batters, striking out
two, in his only inning of work.
The West went on to post a 7-5
victory.
Babe Ruth
The Palo Alto Babe Ruth 13and 14-year-old all-star teams
were alive for at least on more
game in their respective NorCal
State tournaments following victories on Wednesday.
The 13s defeated Eureka, 3-1,
in the consolation finals at Wilson Park in Vallejo while the 14s
eliminated Sonoma, 7-2, at Clark
Field in Woodland.
The 13s took on unbeaten TriValley on Thursday in the championship game at 5 p.m., and
needed to win twice to advance
to regional play in Fowler (Calif.)
beginning July 24.
Palo Alto scored a pair of runs
in the sixth, breaking a 1-1 tie
and giving the pitching win to
reliever Andrew Bergeron. Daniel Hemuili reached on error and
stole second. Daniel Robello then
walked before Bergeron drove
Hemuili home for a 2-1 lead. Robello, who advanced to third on
the hit, then scored on a single by
Seattle Hmlar.
The Palo Alto 14s, meanwhile,
took on Woodland on Thursday
in the consolation finals. Woodland fell to unbeaten Tri-Valley,
4-2, in Wednesday’s other game.
The winner meets Tri-Valley in
the championship game on Friday, needing two victories to advance to regional play beginning
July 27 in Surprise, Ariz.
Palo Alto jumped out to a
4-0 lead after two innings and
stretched that to 7-0 in the top of
the sixth before Sonoma got on
the board with single runs in the
sixth and seventh. Sonoma had
the bases loaded with two out
in the final frame before Henry
Darnell fouled out to left fielder
Shane Wallace for the final out.
Wallace also produced at the
plate for Palo Alto with three hits,
including a double and sacrifice
bunt plus two RBI. Sean Young
drove in three runs while going
2-for-2. David Clarke had a pair
of hits and drove in a run, John
McGrory singled and scored
twice and Dominic Cacchione
doubled and scored a run.
Kyle Pruhsmeier pitched a seven-inning, complete-game fivehitter with four strikeouts.
The Palo Alto 15-year-old
all-stars will open NorCal State
Tournament play on Saturday at
Belmont Sports Complex, taking
on Tri-Valley at 10 a.m. N
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Coldwell Banker

#1 IN CALIFORNIA

ATHERTON | NEW LISTING!

CHRIS MCDONNELL/
KELLY GRIGGS
650.207.2500/464.1965
CalBRE #00870468/01812313

35 RALSTON RD
$14,900,000
5BR/7BA+3 half BA. New, custom-built
French masterpiece in quiet W Atherton
location. Built with incredible quality & unsurpassed attention to detail.

PALO ALTO | EXCLUSIVE, OFF MLS

HANNA SHACHAM
650.752.0767
hshacham@cbnorcal.com
CalBRE #01073658

MENLO PARK | OPEN SAT & SUN 1:30-4:30

TERRIE MASUDA
650.917.7969
www.terriemasuda.com
CalBRE #00951976

1770 BAY LAUREL DR
$2,998,000
Wonderful home on serene tree lined street
in the Stanford Creek area of Menlo Park.
Most importantly, this property is not on
Stanford leased land.

www.nancygoldcamp.com
CalBRE #00787851

$2,100,000
Away from it all! Custom built. One owner
home. Family room, Dining room, Gym, wine
cellar. Remodeled kitchen w/breakfast area.
Opulent master bath.

HELEN & BRAD MILLER
650.400.3426
helenhuntermiller@gmail.com
CalBRE #01142061/00917768

GINNY KAVANAUGH
650.529-8570
KavanaughGroup.com
CalBRE #00884747

2063 SANTA CRUZ AV
$2,495,000
Wonderful 6 yr old 2-story 4BR/3BA
traditional home with fully fenced yard in
Las Lomitas School District. Easy access to
freeways & Central Menlo.

DOROTHY GURWITH
650.325.6161
DGurwith@cbnorcal.com
CalBRE #01248679

4339 MIRANDA AV
$1,998,000
Cul-de-sac location with tranquil creek side
setting. This large home has all the rooms
and space that you have dreamed about on
a large lot

ELAINE WHITE
650.566.5323
ewhite@cbnorcal.com
CalBRE #01182467

sbellumori@cbnorcal.com
CalBRE #00494595

515 OAK PARK WY
$1,395,000
Priced to sell! 3 BR/2.5 BA/Family Kitchen.
New hardwood, wall-to-wall carpet, and
paint. Expansive deck with outlook towards
Edgewood Park.

75 VALENCIA CT
$3,475,000
This 3BR/3.5BA home w/1 BR guest apt on
1.6+/- acre epitomizes indoor/outdoor living
with decks, gardens, pool house, pool & spa –
75Valencia.com

14494 LIDDICOAT CIRCLE $2,495,000
Sparkling, updated 4 BD/3.5 BA home
includes separate apartment for guests. Approx. 1.4 acres surrounded by mature trees;
Palo Alto schools.
www.14494liddcoatcircle.cbrb.com

MENLO PARK | OPEN SUNDAY!

LYN JASON COBB
650.464.2622
lynjason.cobb@cbnorcal.com
CalBRE #01132535

REDWOOD CITY | OPEN SUNDAY

STEVE BELLUMORI
650.752.0826

PORTOLA VALLEY | OPEN SUNDAY

LOS ALTOS HILLS | OPEN SAT-SUN

PALO ALTO | OPEN SAT & SUN 1:30-4:30

WOODSIDE

77 UPENUF RD
$1,695,000
MARGOT LOCKWOOD Beautiful vws of the bay. Gently sloped level
650.400.2528
lots ideal for building a dream hme! 2 parcels
homes@margotlockwood.com - aprx. 14 ac sold together. Currently has
CalBRE #01017519
1BD/1BA cabin.

E

PRIC

MENLO PARK | OPEN SUNDAY

LOS ALTOS HILLS | COMING SOON!

NANCY GOLDCAMP
650.400.5800

235 SEALE AV
$12,000,000
Rare Opportunity to build in the heart of
Old Palo Alto on a HUGE 20,000 SF* lot
(Per City of Palo Alto Parcel Report).100.0’
Wide X 200.0’ Deep*

NEW

1985 OAK AV
$1,895,000
Lovely 3BR/2.5BA ranch-style home. Large
lot with fenced pool. Stanford land lease with
47 years remaining. Oak Knoll School.

REDWOOD CITY | JUST SOLD!

TERRI COUTURE
650.917.5811
www.TerriCouture.com
CalBRE #01090940

140 DOHERTY WY
$1,300,000
Terri represented her buyers in the multiple
offer purchase of this home. Call Terri for the
utmost in professional real estate advice.

©2014 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage Office is Owned by a Subsidiary of NRT LLC.
Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor sales associates and are not employees of Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC, Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage or NRT LLC. CalBRE License #01908304.
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