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For more information about these camps, see our online directory of camps at PaloAltoOnline.com/biz/summercamps
To advertise in a weekly directory, contact 650-326-8210

Athletics
Athletic Fitness – “Train with the Best”

Arts and Nature
Menlo Park

Community School of Music and Arts (CSMA)

Mountain View

Riekes Summer Camps — A world of opportunity and fun-filled learning. Ages 9-18. Strength &
conditioning, speed & agility, sport specific training, skills development, professional coaches, pre
& post evals, leading edge methods, latest equipment. Register by March 1st for a 10% Discount.
Sessions run from June through August.
www.riekes.org
650-364-2509

50+ creative camps for Gr. K-8! Drawing, Painting, Ceramics, Sculpture, Musical Theater, American Idol
Workshop, more! Two-week sessions; full and half-day enrollment. Extended care available. Financial
aid offered.
www.arts4all.org
650-917-6800 ext. 0

Bay Area Equestrian Center

Riekes Summer Camps — A world of opportunity and fun-filled learning. Ages 9-18. Rock camps,
Hip Hop, recording, filmmaking, animation, B&W and digital Photography, graphic arts, comic book
creation, Photoshop, magazine publishing. Register by March 1st for a 10% Discount. Sessions run
from June through August.
www.riekes.org
650-364-2509

Woodside

At Wunderlich County Park Stables. Kids 8-15 have outdoor fun joining BAEC for horse camps. Camps
focus on caring for and riding horses so come ready to ride and have fun learning good horse care.
www.bayareaequestrian.net
650-446-1414

Camp Jones Gulch

La Honda

Join the fun this summer! Camp Jones Gulch offers friendship and growth to kids ages 6-16. Enjoy our
Traditional Camp or Mini, Horse, Surfing, Leadership and Travel Camps. One- and two-week sessions.
Limited financial assistance available.
www.campjonesgulch.org
415-848-1200

Champion Tennis Camps

Atherton

CTC provides an enjoyable way for your Junior to begin learning the game of tennis or to continue
developing existing skills. The 4-6 year olds have fun learning eye-hand coordination and building
self-esteem!
www.alanmargot-tennis.net
650-400-0464

Jefunira Camp

Palo Alto

Celebrating our 20th year of Jefunira Camp summer fun in 2011! Come join us for some good old
fashion summer fun! Our combination of an exceptional college aged staff and innovative, inclusive
programming will create a memorable summer experience for your child. Programming for children
ages 4-13. Pre and post camp care offered.
www.jefuniracamp.com
650- 291-2888

Kim Grant Tennis Academy
Summer Camps

Palo Alto/Menlo Park/
Redwood City

Fun and Specialized junior camps for Mini (3-5), Beginner, Intermediate 1 & 2, Advanced and Elite
Players. Weekly programs designed by Kim Grant to improve players technique, fitness, agility, mental
toughness and all around tennis game. Camps in Palo Alto, Menlo Park and Redwood City.
Come make new friends and have tons of FUN!!
www.KimGrantTennis.com
650-752-8061

Team Esface Elite
Basketball Skills Clinics

Woodside/
Redwood City

Creative Arts – “Express Yourself”

Nature Awareness – “Explore Our Natural World”

Menlo Park

Menlo Park

Riekes Summer Camps — A world of opportunity and fun-filled learning. Ages 6-18 and families. Learn
awareness & survival skills, explore Monterey Bay, deep redwoods & coastal marsh. Surf camp. Family
Festival. AFCANA Combo Camps combining fitness, arts & nature. Register by March 1st for a 10%
Discount. Sessions run from June through August.
www.riekes.org
650-364-2509

Academics
Delphi Academy

Santa Clara

Have your best summer ever at Delphi Academy’s summer camp! Ages 5-13. Full Day Camp. Morning
academics with experienced teachers, afternoon activities, day trips, camping trips, swimming, sports,
crafts, activities, and a lot of fun!
www.bestsummerever.org
408-260-2300

Harker Summer Programs

San Jose

K-12 offerings taught by exceptional, experienced faculty and staff. K-6 morning academics - focusing
on math, language arts and science - and full spectrum of afternoon recreation. Grades 6-12 for-credit
courses and non-credit enrichment opportunities. Swim, Tennis and Soccer also offered.
www.summer.harker.org
408-553-0537

iD Tech Camps - Summer Tech Fun!

Stanford

Ages 7-17 create video games, iPhone apps, C++/Java programs, websites and more. Weeklong, day
and overnight programs held at Stanford, UC Berkeley, Santa Clara, UCLA and others. Also special
Teen programs held at Stanford in gaming, programming and visual arts. Free year-round learning!
Save with code CAU22L.
www.internalDrive.com
1-888-709-TECH (8324)

Spring Training (April-May). High-energy, high-level basketball training for ages 6-16. Use your
offseason as a time to develop your basketball skills and IQ with the unparalleled coaching staff of Team
Esface. Learn the fundamentals of the game, offensive attack moves and advanced footwork through
dynamic drills and competitions led by young, positive coaches including former Division 1 athletes.
April and May. Two days per week. Sibling and group discounts available. More information and
sign up at:
www.teamesface.com
1-888-537-3223

iD Teen Academies

Matt Lottich Life Skills
Basketball Camp

International School of the Peninsula camps offered in French, Chinese, Spanish or ESL for students
in Nursery through Middle School. Three 2-week sessions, each with different theme. Students are
grouped according to both grade level and language proficiency.
www.istp.org
650-251-8519

Woodside/
Redwood City

MLLS offers high-level, high-energy basketball instruction for ages 6-16. This summer we celebrate the
8th year!! With two to three “leagues” in each session, young beginners to advanced elite players get
to learn fundamental skills, advanced footwork and valuable life lessons from an unparalleled staff of
Pro and Collegiate level players. Camps at Woodside Elementary and Sequoia High School. Early bird,
multi-session, and group discounts available.
www.mllscamp.com
1-888-537-3223

Spring Down Camp Equestrian Center

Portola Valley

Spring Down camp teaches basic to advanced horsemanship skills. All ages welcome! Daily informative
lecture, riding lesson, supervised hands-on skill practice, safety around horses, tacking/untacking of
own camp horse, and arts/crafts.
www.springdown.com
650-851-1114

Summer at Saint Francis

Mountain View

Sports & Activity Camp (ages 6-12): This all sports camp provides group instruction in a variety of field,
water and court games. Saint Francis faculty and students staff the camp, and the focus is always on
fun. The program is dedicated to teaching teamwork, sportsmanship and positive self-esteem.
www.sfhs.com/summer
650-968-1213 ext. 446

Summer at Saint Francis

Mountain View

Advanced Sports Camps (5th-9th grades): We offer a wide selection of advanced sports camps
designed to provide players with the opportunity to improve both their skill and knowledge of a
specific sport. Each camp is run by a Head Varsity Coach at Saint Francis, and is staffed by members of
the coaching staff.
www.sfhs.com/summer
650-968-1213 ext. 446

YMCA of Silicon Valley

Peninsula

Say hello to summer fun at the YMCA! Choose from enriching day or overnight camps in 35 locations:
arts, sports, science, travel, and more. For youth K-10th grade. Includes weekly fieldtrips, swimming and
outdoor adventures. Accredited by the American Camp Association. Financial assistance available.
www.ymcasv.org/summercamp
408-351-6400
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Stanford

Teens spend two weeks immersed in the dynamic world of video game creation at iD Gaming
Academy, computer science/application development at iD Programming Academy or photography/
filmmaking at iD Visual Arts Academy. Overnight programs held at Stanford, Harvard, MIT and others.
Week-long programs for ages 7-17 also available. Free year-round learning! Save w/code CAU22T.
www.iDTeenAcademies.com
1-888-709-TECH (8324)

ISTP Language Immersion

Mid-Peninsula High School
Summer Program

Palo Alto

Menlo Park

Mid-Peninsula High School offers a series of classes and electives designed to keep students engaged
in learning. Classes Monday-Thursday and limited to 15 students. Every Thursday there’s a BBQ lunch.
The Science and Art classes will have weekly field trips.
www.mid-pen.com
650-321-1991 x110

Summer at Saint Francis

Mountain View

Summer at Saint Francis provides a broad range of academic and athletic programs for elementary
through high school students. It is the goal of every program to make summer vacation enriching
and enjoyable!
www.sfhs.com/summer
650-968-1213 ext. 446

TechKnowHow Computer
& LEGO Camps

Palo Alto/
Menlo Park/Sunnyvale

Fun and enriching technology classes for students, ages 5-14! Courses include LEGO and K’NEX
Projects with Motors, NXT Robotics, 3D Modeling, and Game Design. Many locations, including Palo
Alto, Menlo Park, and Sunnyvale. Half and all day options. Early-bird and multi-session discounts
available.
www.techknowhowkids.com
650-474-0400

Woodland School Summer Adventures

Portola Valley

For kindergarten through 8th grade. Offers academics, sports, field trips and onsite activities. June
27 - July 29
www.info@woodland-school.org
650-854-9065

Write Now! Summer Writing Camps

Palo Alto/Pleasanton

Emerson School of Palo Alto and Hacienda School of Pleasanton open their doors and offer their
innovative programs: Expository Writing, Creative Writing, Presentation Techniques, and (new!) Media
Production. Call or visit our website for details.
www.headsup.org
650-424-1267, 925-485-5750

Upfront

1ST PLACE

BEST LOCAL
NEWS COVERAGE
California Newspaper Publishers Association

Local news, information and analysis

AT&T plans Wi-Fi test for downtown Palo Alto
Three Palo Alto neighborhoods also identified
for second pilot wireless project
by Sue Dremann and Zohra Ashpari
owntown Palo Alto could
soon have a Wi-Fi network
as part of two pilot wireless
programs planned by AT&T Mobility, but the unease that some Palo
Alto residents have expressed about
cell-tower technology over the past
several years continues.

D

The Planning and Transportation
Commission is scheduled to hold
a public hearing next Wednesday
(Feb. 23) on the first of AT&T’s
plans — installing two, 12-inchhigh Wi-Fi antennas at the Hotel
President, a six-story apartment
building at 488 University Ave.

Residents living on the hotel’s
sixth and fifth floors, however, have
asked for a hearing, citing health
concerns and invasion of their
privacy by twice-monthly maintenance crews.
“We are troubled ... about giving permission in perpetuity to a
corporation ... to enter our homes
whenever AT&T wants or needs to,
to maintain a commercial service,”
residents wrote in a Feb. 16 e-mail
to city planners.

Sixth-floor resident Michelle
Kraus wrote in an e-mail that
AT&T’s antennas put “the livelihood, health and safety of the residents of this historic Palo Alto residence in jeopardy.”
“AT&T wants to place (the antennas) within feet, not even yards, of
where most of us sleep and eat. Even
the (Federal Communications Commission) and (National Institutes of
Health) have varying views on the
long-term safety due to exposure,”

Silicon Valley Index suggests
economic recovery

Preserving
presidential history

But massive layoffs, tough choices loom
for public sector, report says

Manuscripts, mementoes
of national leaders are on display
this holiday weekend

by Chris Kenrick

by Karla Kane

J

(continued on page 6)

ECONOMY

COMMUNITY

United States. The
multi-page letter,
in Washington’s
neat, flowing handwriting, contains
crossed-out lines
and a few writing
errors.
Such
errors,
unique to each
hand-written document, are part of
what make original
manuscripts so fascinating and valuable, Baldwin said.
“The cross-outs,
the little flaws, it
humanizes it; you
know it’s handmade,” he said.
The differing
personalities of the
presidents or the
cultures of their Presidential-signature collector and Palo
times can be seen Alto resident Joe Baldwin holds an original
by comparing man- letter written and signed by President George
uscripts in the col- Washington. His collection includes an arthritic
lection. The lengthy signature, below, by James Madison.
Washington letter,
for example, full of politeness and ia, graduated from George Washtact, is “very different in tone” from ington High School and returned to
a 20th-century John F. Kennedy let- the commonwealth for law school.
ter in Baldwin’s collection that es- He admitted he is partial to “all the
sentially brushes off the constituent Virginians”; standout Virginia-born
inquiring about a position, he said.
presidents include Washington,
The values of the items in Bald- Thomas Jefferson, James Monroe
win’s collection vary from $175 and James Madison.
to $6,500, which he paid for a letMadison also holds a special apter James Madison wrote toward peal for Stanford University profesthe end of his life, in which the sor Jack Rakove, who is currently
arthritis-suffering fourth president working on a book about him. He
characterized himself as “old and said historical artifacts such as
sick.”
those in Baldwin’s collection “conBaldwin, a Palo Alto resident nect us directly to the past; knowing
since 1973, was born in the nation’s
(continued on page 7)
capital, grew up partially in Virgin-

Veronica Weber

oe Baldwin’s experience with
U.S. presidents started early. On
a cold and rainy March 4, 1933,
his parents brought him to Franklin
Roosevelt’s first inaugural parade.
Lifting him up above the crowd,
they hoped the toddler would be
able to catch a glimpse of the man
who later became America’s longest-serving leader.
Baldwin turned a casual interest in
American presidents into a passion
years later in Palo Alto, in 1980. He
began collecting presidential autographs and correspondence, starting
with an original George Washington
letter he bid on at Sotheby’s, the New
York auction house.
Though he said his active collecting days are over, the fruits of his
decades of accumulation will be on
display this President’s Day weekend at All Saints Episcopal Church
in Palo Alto. The signatures of all
44 U.S. presidents, along with letters, notes and other assorted manuscripts, will be available for public
perusal.
“It’s a labor of love,” he said of
the free exhibition, which will have
the presidential artifacts arranged
in reverse chronological order so
that visitors can “step back in time”
from Barack Obama all the way
back to George Washington.
“I hope people get an appreciation for history — and some of the
same awe and wonderment I get
that it is possible to see this stuff,”
he said.
The “crown jewel” of Baldwin’s
presidential collection is a 1799 letter from George Washington — sent
via John Adams from Washington’s
home in Mount Vernon, Va. — to
a European military officer who
asked him for an appointment in the

Kraus said.
The antennas would be placed at
each end of the hotel’s balcony behind the railing and will not be visible from the street, AT&T’s application states. The hotel has been an
AT&T Mobility site since January
2000, according to the company.
AT&T has been aggressively upping its Palo Alto presence in the
last year to accommodate the city’s

F

rom more jobs to more IPOs,
an economic recovery is stirring in Silicon Valley’s private
sector, according to an annual snapshot of the region’s economic and
social health.
However, with public coffers
empty and job losses among public
employees growing, the region faces a bitter reckoning on how many
public safety, health and welfare
services it can afford.
Those were the main conclusions
of the 16th annual Silicon Valley
Index released Monday (Feb. 14) by
the nonprofit Joint Venture Silicon
Valley Network and the Silicon Valley Community Foundation.
The Index reports the latest data
and trends in economic development, workforce, housing, education,
public health, land use, environment,
governance and culture throughout
Santa Clara and San Mateo counties,
as well as in portions of Alameda
and Santa Cruz counties.
Data in the report was gathered
and analyzed by Collaborative Economics of San Mateo.
“Silicon Valley’s economy is
making slow but noticeable progress recovering from the major blow
delivered by the recession,” Joint
Venture CEO Russell Hancock said
Monday, noting upticks in new business establishments, patent registrations and venture-capital activity
emanating from the region.
But with the loss of 4,200 public
jobs — mostly in education and city
government — and people such as
the police chief of Half Moon Bay
cutting back to part-time schedules,
the public sector faces a looming
crisis.
“You’re going to see huge layoffs
of staff and massive reductions in
public services,” Silicon Valley
Community Foundation CEO Em-

mett Carson predicted at Monday’s
press conference.
“The question isn’t how to avoid
that. The question is, ‘Are we having the broader adult discussion
about what kind of community we’d
like?’”
Federal economic-stimulus funds,
which cushioned the blow of public
layoffs last year, have run out, Carson said.
And supposed silver bullets such
as reforming public-employee pension costs — comprising 10.6 percent of city-government expenditures and 7 percent at the county
level — won’t begin to solve the
problem, he said.
Hancock and Carson said their
groups later this week will offer up
a “third path” to new governmental
efficiencies through agency consolidation, shared services and crossjurisdictional collaboration.
“We’ll propose this as a path Silicon Valley really needs to consider,”
Hancock said.
Currently, the largest single category of county spending is in public safety at 33 percent, followed
by public assistance at 27 percent,
Carson said.
“We’ll have to look at a multiplicity of approaches for the new
normal, have the tough discussions
about, ‘Is it the youngest people we
want to protect, or the oldest folks?
Where do we really want to protect
the environment — is it the water
or the air?’
“We’re going to have to make hard
choices because we no longer have
the revenue streams for the world
we used to have.”
In the private sector, Silicon Valley added 12,300 new jobs over the
past year, Hancock said.
(continued on page 5)
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RECYCLE HOUSEHOLD WATER

INTRODUCING New Gray
FOR YOUR HOME

Water System

Washers+Tubs
+Showers Sinks+Rain

RE-USE and
RE-DISTRIBUTE
For Irrigation Purposes Only

“The difference is in the service.”

Plumbing Contractor License #877352

650-400-3665
For FREE brochure, email: linkcorporation@hotmail.com
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Where age is just a number

The Bowman program builds
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FREE WATER?

We’ve been surrounded by radio
waves all our lives.
— Palo Alto resident Joe Rolfe on whether new
AT&T antennas pose a health risk. See story on page 3.

Around Town

TRUMPETING TREES ... How
do Palo Altans love trees? Let us
count the ways. Of the close to
650 residents who responded to
the city’s Urban Forest Master
Plan Survey, 97 percent said
trees are “important” because
they provide shade and cool
buildings, 95 percent said they
are “beautiful,” 86 percent
said they reduce air pollution
and 62 percent praised them
for providing “edible fruits and
nuts.” One respondent called
trees “living proof of a divine
creator” while another said they
“are fun to climb (maybe not so
much for me anymore, but for
my kid).” What do Palo Altans
dislike about trees? Not that
much, but damage caused by
tree roots tops the list, with 51
percent of responders citing it
as a top peeve. The mess from
fallen leaves or fruit also creates
a problem according to 35 percent of survey respondents. One
person complained about “pollen all over my car” while another cited birds that “poop on my
car when I park in the shade.”
The survey also shows that
most Palo Alto residents think
the city has plenty of room for
improvement when it comes to
managing its urban forest. Only
15 percent said the city does a
“good job” in informing residents
about tree regulations while 60
percent demanded that the city
do a better job. Staff wrote in its
summary of the survey results
that it is clear most residents
“highly value the importance
of trees to the community and
believe that trees add great benefit and improve and enhance
the quality-of-life in Palo Alto. In
short, trees matter.”
GET ON THE BUS ... There’s a
new shuttle in town. At the end
of this month, the company MV
Transportation will begin shuttling Palo Altans up and down
Middlefield Road. The company
is taking over the operation of
the Crosstown Shuttle from the
Peninsula Corridor Joint Powers
Board, the public agency that
operates Caltrain. Joint Powers
Board will continue to operate
the Embarcadero Shuttle, which
runs from the east side of town
to the University Avenue Caltrain
station and which is partially
funded by the Joint Powers

Board. The Crosstown Shuttle,
which is funded entirely by the
city, goes from Charleston Road
to the University Avenue Caltrain
station and serves the JLS and
Jordan middle schools. City
Manager James Keene said the
new shuttle service will come
with a GPS feature that enables
residents to track the shuttles
online. The buses themselves,
meanwhile, will have a ring of
familiarity. Keene said they will
feature the same quirky design
currently found on the Embarcadero buses — blown-up photos
of Palo Altans next to word
bubbles filled with pithy quotes.
MV Transportation will take over
on Feb. 28. Residents are encouraged to provide feedback
at transportation@cityofpaloalto.
org.
THE HARDER THEY FALL ...
After months of spirited debate, the eucalyptus trees at
Eleanor Pardee Park began
to topple this week. The city’s
most controversial tree-removal
operation since the California
Avenue clear-cutting fiasco of
2009 began Tuesday after a
yearlong debate. Palo Alto officials decided to remove the
eucalyptus trees after a branch
fell and landed close to a pedestrian who was taking a walk
at the park more than a year
ago. The tree branch led to
an outcry from the Crescent
Park community, which led
to a series of public hearings
and arborist reports, which in
turn led to the city’s decision
to remove the majestic but ailing trees and replace them with
another species. Last month,
City Council decided to chop all
the trees down at once, rather
than in phases as staff has
recommended. Not everyone is
happy about this plan. J. Craig
Holland attended this week’s
meeting of the City Council and
asked city officials to stop the
operation. He also submitted a
letter alleging that the city acted
inappropriately and failed to
give enough consideration to
the opinion of its Public Works
arborist, who indicated that the
trees could remain viable with
proper care. “I hope it rains like
crazy tomorrow so you can’t cut
the trees down,” Holland told the
council. N
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Parents, school officials exchange tense words
School district efforts on student emotional health not enough, some parents say
by Chris Kenrick

F

rustrated parents interrupted
school district officials Sunday
evening in a sometimes tense
discussion of the emotional wellbeing of students in Palo Alto.
As school officials described a
myriad of efforts to promote a sense
of “connectedness” for students on
Palo Alto’s 17 campuses, some parents expressed impatience, saying
progress has been too slow.
Sunday’s gathering, titled “Stand
Up For Our Youth,” was organized
by 11 local religious congregations
and by Peninsula Interfaith Action,
a coalition of 30 congregations. It
was held at St. Mark’s Episcopal
Church in Palo Alto.
At the invitation of the religious
groups, school officials described
efforts by principals to meet the
district’s top “focus goal” for this
school year: improving “student
connectedness.”
A committee of parents from St.
Mark’s had urged the district to focus strongly on “connectedness” following a series of student suicides in
2009 and early 2010.
School district Student Services
Coordinator Amy Drolette said all
secondary school teachers and staff
members will complete suicide-prevention training by the end of February, and described explicit socialemotional health curricula in place
on all 12 elementary campuses.
But as Drolette presented a
lengthy list of district efforts toward
social-emotional health, she was interrupted twice, by parents who suggested the activities fall short.
“All your words — I’m sure they
mean something to somebody, but
they don’t mean much to us as parents of kids who are struggling,”
said one parent of three Palo Alto
students.
The mother described her children as “lost and confused and they
don’t think anyone cares.”
Superintendent Kevin Skelly
pleaded with parents to “be gentle.”
“These are hard goals,” Skelly
said.
“I understand people’s frustra-

tion around these issues, but we’re
all in this together. It’s not easy for
us either, as a district, to have these
things happen in our lives, so let’s
be gentle with each other.”
In a town of high-achieving parents, “it’s natural for us to measure
ourselves against those folks who
are close to us,” Skelly said.
“One of the challenges we have
as a community is to have students
think about themselves in absolute
terms — in terms not measured
against other kids, where they realize they have value that comes from
being a member of a family, a member of a faith community, a sense of
gratitude.”
Skelly analogized the school district to a fisherman who uses a variety of hooks to attract different students. “We have lots of hooks and
we go fishing for kids,” he said.
Palo Alto High School junior
Lucas Brooks said high school is
particularly difficult for the “inbetween students, who eat lunch by
themselves and go home early —
these are the ones who fall through
the cracks.
“We have to change that. We have
to reach out to them,” Brooks said.
Al Brooks, also a junior at Paly,
described “a lot of academic pressure ... with a lot of attention to Ivy
League schools,” making many students feel like they don’t belong.
“Teach us to value ourselves outside of academics and outside the
high-achieving vision of the Palo
Alto community,” Brooks said.
Miranda Chatfield, a 2008 Gunn
High School graduate, recalled her
frenzied high-school life of sleepdeprived “competition” to get into
a top college.
“I believe most kids at Gunn
thought that way,” Chatfield said.
“But when I got (to college), it didn’t
make sense. ...
“Now I realize you don’t have to
excel at everything because I don’t
think that’s humanly possible. You
can achieve without pushing yourself to the breaking point.”
Chatfield said she is taking this

year off after two years at Cornell
University.
Pressed by parents on how he
plans to measure the district’s progress toward “student connectedness,” Skelly said he wasn’t sure.
“It’s an elusive target,” he said.
“We’ve asked students, ‘Do you feel
connected on campus?’ but I’m not
sure that’s a full enough measure.
“It’s a great result to have more
kids connected — but if your kid is
not connected it doesn’t matter that
97 percent or 98 percent are, if your
kid is not.”
Skelly said principals have considerable autonomy to craft “connectedness” programs to meet the
needs of their individual schools,
adding he is loath to “mandate”
specific approaches.
School board President Melissa
Baten Caswell said the district’s
priority on student social-emotional
health is a “long-term commitment.
“What’s different this year? We
have a dedicated person, we’ve put
money against it and we’ve put people’s time against it.
“From the board’s perspective,
this is very important and we’ll continue to put resources against it. It’s
also important to figure out what to
do about kids who aren’t connected
— how do we find them, and how
do we do something? That is something every school is working on.”
Sunday’s meeting drew more than
150 people, including several parents of students who have died by
suicide and at least four members of
the Palo Alto City Council. N
Staff Writer Chris Kenrick can
be e-mailed at ckenrick@paweekly.com.

Index

Venture-capital investment in the
region is up 5 percent and in certain
sectors, such as information technology and telecommunications, by
much more.
Patents emanating from the region
grew by 9 percent, outstripping the
national growth of 6 percent, he said.
And IPOs in Silicon Valley rebounded to 11 last year — 6 percent
of the nation’s total in a region with
just 1 percent of its population, Hancock said.
But some social indicators, such as
health-insurance and food-stamp participation, were troubling, he said.
The percentage of Silicon Valley
residents with no health insurance
rose from 14 percent to 18 percent,
and those receiving food stamps
grew from 2.6 percent to 4 percent.

Carson noted the stark dichotomy
between the local haves and the
have-nots.
“On one hand we have Google
giving 10 percent across-the-board
raises ... and at the same time our
unemployment continues to hover
around 10 percent ... and one in 10
people gets (public assistance),” he
said.
“Everything’s wonderful here
and there’s a hiring war going on if
you’re in tech and you can write app
code. The sky’s the limit. Yet there’s
this other half ... that lives in a very
different world.
“Where do these people come together to even have a discussion?” N
Staff Writer Chris Kenrick can
be e-mailed at ckenrick@paweekly.com.

(continued from page 3)

Unemployment in the valley, at
9.8 percent, is out of the double
digits and compares to a similar national unemployment rate and a 12.3
percent California rate.
The region had a net gain of
20,200 new business establishments
in the past year, he said.
“Entrepreneurship is alive and
well. In a difficult economy, people
are still coming to Silicon Valley to
start new companies.”
After two years of falling, the
region’s per capita income has stabilized at an average of $79,999,
with a median of $86,000 a year,
he said.
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This Sunday: Preachers Say
the Darndest Things
Rev. Dr. Eileen Altman preaching

An Open and Affirming Congregation of the United Church of Christ

INSPIRATIONS

A resource for special events and ongoing religious
services. To inquire about or make space reservations
for Inspirations, please contact
Blanca Yoc at 223-6596
or email byoc@paweekly.com

SEE MORE ONLINE

www.PaloAltoOnline.com
Watch a video of the community meeting, “Stand Up For Our Youth,” on Palo
Alto Online.
What do you think of school district
efforts to deal with student emotional
health? Share your opinions on Town
Square on Palo Alto Online.
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AT&T

(continued from page 3)

exponential growth in wireless
demand, spokesman Lane Kasselman said. The company launched a
technology-development center in

Palo Alto in August and has been
boosting weak signal spots with additional cell towers.
In addition to the downtown WiFi network, AT&T is proposing to
boost its wireless signals in the Old
Palo Alto, Evergreen Park and Professorville neighborhoods. It would

CityView
A round-up of

Palo Alto government action this week

City Council (Feb. 14)

Appreciation: The council passed resolutions of appreciation for Valerie Stinger,
Vibhu Mittal and Shauna Mora. Yes: Unanimous
California Avenue: The council approved the negative declaration for the California
Avenue Streetscape Improvement project, which includes reducing the number of
lanes from four to two. Yes: Unanimous

Policy and Services Committee (Feb. 15)

Kehillah Jewish High School
7th Annual Fundraising Gala
Featuring Will Durst

City-School Liaison Committee (Feb. 16)

Wednesday, March 2, 2011 at 6pm
Albert and Janet Schultz Cultural Arts Hall
at the Taube Koret Campus for Jewish Life
We hope you will join us in supporting
outstanding contemporary Jewish education.
For tickets, sponsorship information, or to
donate an auction item, please contact
Juliette Goldman at 650.213.9600 or
jgoldman@kehillah.org

KEHILLAH
3900 Fabian Way, Palo Alto, CA 94303

Agenda: The committee saw a presentation on agenda automation. Action: None
Procedures: The committee discussed a series of changes to the City Council’s
procedures and protocols. The committee voted unanimously to further explore
changing procedures for conducting study sessions and for submittal of materials
directly to the council. The committee also voted 3-1 to modify the wording in the
procedures relating to council conduct toward individual board or commission members. Yes: Burt, Holman, Price No: Klein

School issues: The committee discussed demographic projections for school enrollment and heard an update on activities to address teen mental health. Action: None
City issues: The committee discussed the proposed expansion plan for Stanford
University Medical Center and possible impacts on school traffic routes. Action:
None

Historic Resources Board (Feb. 16)

Roth Building: The board approved a proposal to rehabilitate and expand the Roth
Building at 300 Homer Ave. The building will house the Palo Alto Historical Museum.
Yes: Bernstein, Bower, Bunnenberg, Di Cicco, Kohler, Loukianoff Absent: Makinen

Architectural Review Board (Feb. 17)

300 Homer Ave.: The board approved a proposal to rehabilitate and expand the
Roth Building at 300 Homer Ave. with some conditions relating to public access to
the restroom and to the café along Bryant Street. Yes: Lee, Lew, Malone Prichard,
Young Absent: Wasserman
Stanford Hospital: The board discussed the proposed design for the new Stanford
Hospital & Clinics building. The project is part of the Stanford University Medical
Center expansion project. The board will vote on the project at a later date. Action:
None

A CONTEMPORARY

JEWISH HIGH SCHOOL

w w w. ke h i l l a h . o r g
Kehillah is a beneficiary of the Levine-Lent Family Foundation, Len & Vivian Lehmann, area Jewish Community Federations, and the Jim Joseph Foundation.

Public Agenda
A preview of Palo Alto government meetings next week
CITY COUNCIL... The council has no meetings scheduled this week.
BOARD OF EDUCATION ... The board will hear an update on plans for an
elementary math task force, and discuss construction at Gunn and Palo
Alto high schools as well as a proposed pilot program for a longer kindergarten day at Barron Park School. The meeting is scheduled for 6:30
p.m. Tuesday, Feb. 22, in the board room of school district headquarters
(25 Churchill Ave.).
PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION ... The commission plans to
discuss park impact fees and park rules and regulations. The meeting is
scheduled for 7 p.m. Tuesday, Feb. 22, in the Council Conference Room
at City Hall (250 Hamilton Ave.).
PLANNING AND TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION ... The commission
plans to discuss 488 University Ave., a request by Chris Fowler on behalf
of University President Associates LLC and AT&T for addition of two wireless fidelity antennas mounted to the front façade of the Hotel President.
The commission also plans to discuss the city’s update of the Bicycle
and Pedestrian Transportation Plan. The meeting is scheduled for 6 p.m.
Wednesday, Feb. 23, in the Council Chambers at City Hall (250 Hamilton
Ave.).
INFRASTRUCTURE BLUE RIBBON COMMITTEE ... The board plans to
discuss the city’s infrastructure backlog and possible ways to pay for the
items on the list. The meeting is scheduled for 5 p.m. Thursday, Feb. 24,
in the Lucie Stern Community Room (1305 Middlefield Road).
LIBRARY ADVISORY COMMISSION ... The commission plans to elect a
chair and a vice chair, discuss the library system’s book capacity and usage policy for meeting rooms at local libraries. The meeting is scheduled
for 7 p.m. Thursday, Feb. 24, in the Council Conference Room at City Hall
(250 Hamilton Ave.).
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add antennas on nine existing poles,
about 50 feet from the ground, at:
s  7AVERLEY 3T OPPOSITE 7Averley and Whitman Court
s  7AVERLEY 3T AT ,OWELL
Avenue
s  ,INCOLN !VE NEAR %MERSON
3TREET
s  %MERSON 3T NEAR +ELLOGG
3TREET
s  #OLERIDGE !VE NEAR !LMA
3TREET
s  "RYANT 3T NEAR 3EALE
Avenue
s  2INCONADA !VE NEAR !LMA
3TREET
s  . #ALIFORNIA !VE NEAR
2AMONA 3TREET
s  ,ELAND !VE NEAR !SH
3TREET
AT&T is basing the locations on
RESULTS OF ITS -ARK THE 3POT APPLIcation, which allows iPhone, iPod
touch, iPad and Android users to
pinpoint weak signals and convey
the information to the company,
Kasselman said.
2ESIDENTS OF SEVERAL STREETS WITHIN
 FEET OF THE SECOND PROPOSED PIlot project received postcards from
THE CITY ON &EB  DIRECTING THEM TO
an informational website, www.att.
COMWIRELESSPALOALTO AND REQUESTing input.
The wireless boost, known as a
$ISTRIBUTED !NTENNA 3YSTEM WOULD
use a web of smaller, lower-power
antennas rather than a single larger
cell tower to provide service. This
enables signals to skirt buildings
or other structures that might otherwise block a single-source signal,
the AT&T website states.
2ESIDENTS WHO RECEIVED THE NOTICE
had mixed opinions.
“It doesn’t bother me. The antennas might improve the Internet connection, but I don’t go on it as much
as my wife. I’m a dinosaur —I have
a pay-as-you-go phone,” John MalLEY ,AWRENCE WHO LIVES NEAR 
Waverley, said.
Others had nagging concerns
about potential health risks.
“We’d like to see research not put
out by the AT&T Corporation, who
is always for profit. I’d like to know
if these antennas are causing any
HARM v SAID $IANE 2OLFE WHO LIVES
WITH HER HUSBAND *OE NEAR 
Emerson.
“More specifically, I’m concerned
about how it may affect children’s
health, who are more susceptible
THAN ADULTS 3HOULD THESE ANTENNAS
be in a residential area?”
"UT *OE 2OLFE HAD A DIFFERENT
viewpoint:
“We’ve been surrounded by radio waves all our lives. X-rays are
damaging because they have a high
energy — more than a radio wave,
which is harmless, in my opinion,”
he said. “There’s a very little chance
that these antennas will be a serious risk. However, I am not certain
there will be no risk.”
Clare Campbell, the city’s project manager for the two proposals,
said in an e-mail to residents that
the city can’t by law deny a facility
on the basis of potential health issues. The FCC regulates radio-freQUENCY EXPOSURE LEVELS AND !44
must comply.
“The only issue the city has purview over is the aesthetics of a proj(continued on page 9)

Upfront

Presidential
(continued from page 3)

they physically hand-signed those
documents is a great stimulus to the
historical imagination,” he said.
“We historians get used to it after a
while, but we still have some fun.”
Madison is particularly intriguing
to Rakove because, although he is
often maligned as a poor statesman,
he was quite popular upon leaving
office, he said.
“Americans understood that Madison tried to wage the war (of 1812)
constitutionally,” rather than try to
gain greater executive power. The
conflict between the Constitution
and presidential power remains an
issue today, Rakove said.
The modern presidents, too, are
present in Baldwin’s personal collection in various ways. A note from
Ronald Reagan to a friend is signed,
simply, “Ron,” while a 1969 Gerald
Ford letter, dating from his time as
House Minority Leader, assures a
Grand Rapids, Mich., constituent
that then-President Richard Nixon
is an “honorable man.” That same
“honorable” man would resign due
to the Watergate scandal just a few
years later.
“Lists are periodically compiled of
who are great and who are the bums,
and sometimes opinions change,”
Rakove said of why some presidents
continue to fascinate while others
remain lesser known.
“Eisenhower is much more respected now. Jefferson, we’ll always
be interested in; the two Roosevelts;
Wilson ... Lincoln will be a constant,” he said.
Though the exhibit includes memorabilia from every president, Baldwin had to borrow one item from a
friend in order to make it complete:
an autograph from President Barack Obama. Baldwin wrote to the
president in November explaining
his project but has yet to hear back,
he said. An Obama item is the only

thing lacking in the collection.
Baldwin’s interest is not limited to
the memorabilia. He also enjoys reading books and watching films about
presidents and U.S. history. But firsthand artifacts — flaws, smudges and
all — are something special.
“Seeing the handwritten documents
makes it more real. You can see the
humanity of these people. They’re
not just those big pieces of stone on
Mount Rushmore or that statue sitting
in the Lincoln Memorial. He was a
real guy, doing the toughest job in the
world,” he said. N
Editorial Assistant Karla Kane
can be e-mailed at kkane@paweekly.com.

What: Presidential Autograph
Exhibition: an exhibit of original
autographs and documents from all
44 U.S. presidents
When: Sunday, Feb. 20, and
Monday, Feb. 21, from noon to 4 p.m.
Where: All Saints Episcopal
Church Parish Hall, 555 Waverley
St., Palo Alto
Cost: Free

READ MORE ONLINE

www.PaloAltoOnline.com
See a related story, “Preparing the past
for the present: Stanford archivists acquire, digitize and make historical documents available,” on Palo Alto Online.

JOIN US FOR HAPPY HOUR 4-6 DAILY

Half off All Wines by the Glass
Half off All Specialty Cocktails,
Spirits, and Beer
$8 Small Plates
Bar Only

Freshly baked, thin crust
gourmet wood ﬁred pizzas
2 for $25
to go only
Available All Day

430 Kipling Street, Palo Alto I 650.328.6722
www.zibibborestaurant.com

H ELLER I MMIGRATION L AW G ROUP
Employment-based, Family/Marriage & Investor Visas

MASSAGE THERAPY
CENTER

A Full-Service Immigration Law Firm
Serving the SF Bay Area & Silicon Valley for 25+ years
PERM Labor Certiﬁcation N EB1/NIW Self-Petitions
Green Cards, H1B and Work Permits
Engineers, IT/Computer ﬁelds, Scientists/Researchers
HR/Corporate, Business & Individual Clients

Thirty years of experience
devoted to therapeutic touch

Free Attorney Consult!
650.424.1900 N greencard1.com N heller@greencard1.com

#.8t.&3$&%&4tVOLVO
"/%.*/*
CORPORATE AUTO WORKS

Top Rating For Quality By Bay Area
Consumer Check Book

Owner Lucia Miracchi and
Manager Karen Buehler

$PNQMFUF 4FSWJDF and 3FQBJS
:VCB .U 7JFX
off El Camino
near Hwy 85

.PO'SJ

www.corporateautoworks.com

Since
1981

650-691-9477
Distributor JT Design Products

s r

r

Massage Therapy Center
368 California Avenue, Palo Alto
(650) 328-9400
www.massagetherapypaloalto.com

Massage Therapy Center offers
outstanding bodywork with beneﬁts
that truly last. We are proud to be
one of the only Centers in town
that specializes in therapeutic
massage – no hot stones, no
seaweed wraps, no cucumbers on
the eyelids. Instead, at MTC, you
receive simply excellent therapeutic
massage. Experience how longterm beneﬁts of massage enhance
all areas of your life, including your
career and relationships. Improving
your health and well-being is our
life’s work and passion.
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Upfront
Today’s news, sports
& hot picks

Fresh news
delivered
daily

Fresh fish today in Half Moon Bay!!
Just say “The Weekly
sent me” and receive
10% OFF your purchase
"vviÀÊiÝ«ÀiÃÊ{É£xÉ££

HALF MOON BAY FISH MARKET
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Sign up today
www.PaloAltoOnline.com

Online This Week

These and other news stories were posted on Palo Alto Online throughout
the week. For longer versions, go to www.PaloAltoOnline.com/news
or click on “News” in the left, green column.

Former official urges schools to ‘bank land’
Amid concerns about fast-growing elementary school enrollment,
a former Palo Alto school board chairwoman has called on the city
and the Palo Alto school district to “bank land” for future campuses.
(Posted Feb. 17 at 9:52 a.m.)

Reflections: Anniversary of EPA plane crash
East Palo Alto residents reflected on the first anniversary of the
twin-engine Cessna 310R plane crash that rocked their quite neighborhood and knocked out power to Palo Alto. Video by Veronica Weber.
(Posted Feb. 17 at 9:08 a.m.)

Giants’ World Series trophy rolls through Palo Alto
Scores of San Francisco Giants fans decked out in black and orange
descended on Lytton Plaza in Palo Alto Tuesday (Feb. 15) to catch a
glimpse of the Giants 2010 World Series trophy. Video by Veronica
Weber and Tyler Hanley. (Posted Feb. 16 at 10:59 a.m.)
L U C I L E PA C K A R D

C H I L D R E N ’ S H O S P I TA L

Borders files for Chapter 11 bankruptcy
Borders Group, Inc., filed for bankruptcy Wednesday (Feb. 16),
the company announced in a press release. Borders is the nation’s
second largest bookstore chain with approximately 19,500 employees
throughout the United States. (Posted Feb. 16 at 10:14 a.m.)

FBI focuses on Atherton, DA’s office, sources say

&,)  #2* #+% -)* +0
Lucile Packard Children’s Hospital offers classes and seminars designed
to foster good health and enhance the lives of parents and children.

INNOVATIONS IN MINIMALLY INVASIVE PEDIATRIC
SURGERY AND TECHNOLOGY
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LU C I L E PA C K A R D

The FBI is interviewing Atherton residents and others about matters
involving the town of Atherton and the San Mateo County District
Attorney’s Office, according to sources who said they had been interviewed. (Posted Feb. 16 at 8:55 a.m.)

FBI clears ‘suspicious letter’ sent to VA
Chemical tests came back negative Wednesday on contents of a
‘suspicious letter’ that caused evacuation of an office building Tuesday (Feb. 15) at the VA Palo Alto Health Care System. Although the
VA employee who opened the envelope described a “gritty, mustysmelling” substance inside, a VA spokeswoman said FBI agents found
nothing except a letter. (Posted Feb. 15 at 3:32 p.m.)

Historic Sea Scout building becoming ‘EcoCenter’
The nonprofit Environmental Volunteers has been given a $146,000
grant from the Santa Clara County Historical Heritage Commission
to restore the exterior of the historical former Sea Scouts building in
the Palo Alto Baylands, it was announced Monday (Feb. 14). (Posted
Feb. 15 at 10:12 a.m.)

Menlo Park fire destroys board-and-care home
Fourteen veterans were displaced from a group home in Menlo Park
Monday (Feb. 14) in a two-alarm fire that forced some to jump from
second-story windows, Menlo Park Fire Chief Harold Schapelhouman said. (Posted Feb. 14 at 5:29 p.m.)

Addison Elementary School struck by burglar
Palo Alto police are investigating a burglary that occurred at Addison Elementary School, located at 650 Addison, sometime Friday
evening (Feb. 11) or Saturday morning (Feb. 12), police Agent Kara
Salazar said. (Posted Feb. 12 at 4:59 p.m.)

Teacher arrested for molesting student
An East Palo Alto kindergarten teacher was arrested Wednesday
(Feb. 9) on suspicion of molesting a student after he allegedly tried
to bribe the victim’s parents not to press charges, police said Friday
(Feb. 11). Jose Suarez Cerezo, 45, was placed on administrative leave
from his position at Green Oaks Academy while the accusations are
being investigated. (Posted Feb. 12 at 11:37 a.m.)

Merchants delay California Ave. street project
Palo Alto’s plan to reduce lanes on California Avenue and to bring
a host of streetscape improvements to the commercial strip hit an unexpected speedbump when a group of local merchants convinced the
Metropolitan Transportation Commission to put the project on hold.
(Posted Feb. 11 at 5:31 p.m.)

C H I L D R E N’S
H O S P I T A L
V I S I T W W W. L P C H . O R G TO S I G N U P F O R C L A S S E S
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Want to get news briefs e-mailed to you every weekday?
Sign up for Express, our new daily e-edition.
Go to www.PaloAltoOnline.com to sign up.

Upfront

Palo Alto council backs lane cuts on Cal Ave
Palo Alto’s plan to transform California Avenue into a two-lane pedestrian-friendly boulevard sped ahead Monday night (Feb. 14) when the City
Council unanimously backed the project despite a mixed reception from
area merchants.
Local opinions at Monday’s meeting ranged from anticipation and excitement to frustration and skepticism. While a clear majority of area residents
and business owners spoke in favor of the streetscape project, some claimed
the changes would disrupt traffic flow and hurt California Avenue businesses.
After hearing from both camps, the council approved the environmental
study for the California Avenue Streetscape Project — a $1.7 million effort
to renovate the popular commercial strip and to add a host of street improvements, including newsracks, benches, bulbouts, large trees and bicycle
parking spots. The project would be funded largely with a $1.2 million grant
from the Metropolitan Transportation Commission (MTC), with the city
contributing an additional $550,000.
“I think this will be a fabulous improvement to California Avenue,” said
Councilman Greg Scharff, whose office is located near the busy strip and
who regularly dines there.
By far the most contentious element of the project is the proposal to reduce
the number of lanes from four to two. City officials say the lane reduction
would make the street safer and more attractive to pedestrians and bicyclists.
The city also hopes to enhance the street’s sense of identity and make it
more like Castro Street in Mountain View and Santa Cruz Avenue in Menlo
Park. Thomas Fehrenbach, Palo Alto’s manager for economic development,
told the council Monday that the California Avenue improvements would
entice shoppers and diners to spend money in the commercial area. N
— Gennady Sheyner

Design plans for Roth Building get approval
Plans to open the Palo Alto History Museum at the historic Roth Building
at 300 Homer Ave. ramped up Wednesday (Feb. 16) when the city’s Historic
Resources Board unanimously approved design plans for the building’s
rehabilitation.
“Palo Alto History Museum sees this as an opportunity to fulfill a longtime need in Palo Alto for a local history museum,” museum president
Steve Staiger said, adding that Palo Alto is one of the few cities without
such a museum.
The historical rehabilitation planned by San Francisco-based architect
Michael Garavaglia will include a 1,462-foot addition to the 19,182-foot
building built by Palo Alto architect Birge Clark in 1932.
The Historic Resources Board was the first of two official approvals the
project received this week. On Thursday morning, the Architectural Review
Board added its own endorsement when it unanimously gave the building’s
proposed design a green light. Its approval came with a few conditions,
including ones relating to building signage and to public access to the building’s restroom and cafe.
Among plans described at the Wednesday meeting of the historical board
are a pair of two-story additions to the south-facing rear of the building.
These upgrades will provide more gallery space and a more pleasing view
from adjacent Heritage Park, and will be painted to differentiate new design
elements from the building’s original features, Garavaglia said.
Staiger projected the Palo Alto History Museum will begin construction
this summer and occupy the building next year. N
— Sarah Trauben

(continued from page 6)

ect,” she said.
AT&T consultants said Wi-Fi antennas give off little radiation — up
to 200 times lower than the Federal Communications Commission
(FCC) threshold.
According to an October 2010
study by Hammett and Edison,
broadcast and wireless consulting
engineers, the Wi-Fi antennas would
give off about 3 watts when operating at maximum power — about
0.5 percent of the FCC limit. Power
output in other directions, including
63 feet down to the street, would be
far lower.
Kasselman said having Wi-Fi in a
busy downtown area would benefit
customers, who can access service
anywhere on the street within the
signal area. The company chose
downtown Palo Alto because it
wanted to locate the Wi-Fi hotspot
where there are large concentrations
of people, he said.
Wi-Fi coverage would extend
about 722 feet — less than 1/8 of a
mile. Access would roughly extend
on University from Starbucks near
Florence Street east to Webster Street
and slightly into the side streets to
the south, according to plans.
Wi-Fi could also be beneficial in
crises or in large events when everyone is trying to access mobile
devices simultaneously, he said. N
Staff Writer Sue Dremann
can be e-mailed at sdremann@
paweekly.com.
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County domestic-violence deaths drop by half
Despite an increase in deaths nationwide due to domestic violence in
2010, the trend in Santa Clara County reversed — with only five deaths in
2010 as compared to 11 deaths in 2009, the District Attorney’s office announced Monday (Feb. 14).
County intervention programs, increased reporting of domestic-violence
incidents, outreach, mental-health programs and rigorous arrests and prosecution contributed to the decline, Assistant District Attorney Rolanda Pierre
Dixon said during a press conference in San Jose.
“It is our belief that Santa Clara County’s cutting-edge policies and procedures helped keep the number of domestic-violence-related deaths down
this year, especially at a time when the economy is in such poor shape. ... It
is very clear that outside stressors such as underemployment can be deadly
in a domestic-violence home,” she said.
But while the lower numbers are encouraging, county officials say there
is still more work to be done.
The number of deaths in 2010 is up from a low of three in 2008 but down
from a high of 21 deaths in 2003, according to the committee’s annual
report. The highest incident rate for the past decade was in 2000, with 15
separate events.
The 2010 deaths occurred in three separate incidents: in Mountain View
(one homicide/suicide) and San Jose (one homicide/suicide and one homicide). All of the deaths were by firearm, Dixon said.
A list of warning signs and characteristics of batterers who kill is available
online at www.paloaltoonline.com. N
— Sue Dremann
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Answers to this week’s puzzles, which can be found on page 44

John William Wark
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Aug. 4, 1925 – Feb. 3, 2011
John William Wark passed away quietly, at the
age of 85, on February 3rd, 2011. He was being
cared for in the Hospice Unit of the Palo Alto
Veterans Administration Hospital. John was born
on August 4th, 1925 to John Wark and his wife
Nellie Marie (Sullivan) Wark, in Athol, MA.
John served three years in WWII in the Marine
Corps, ending his service as a control tower
operator at El Toro, a Marine Corps Air Station,
located near Irvine, CA.
After earning a B.S. degree in civil engineering at Utah State University in Logan, Utah, John
began his professional career as a hydrologist
with the Geological Survey in 1950, in Lincoln,
Nebraska. He was with the Geological Survey
for 27 years, with one hiatus of 5 years, when
he took a position in 1952 as engineer with the
Arizona Board of Fire Underwriters. His career
with the Geological Survey took him to Pennsylvania, New Jersey, Delaware, Maryland and the
District of Columbia. His ﬁnal post was Asst. Regional Hydrologist for the Western Region of the
U.S.Geological Survey, Water Resources Division
in California. He retired in 1982, and was awarded

the Meritorious Service
Award of the Department
of Interior, in recognition
of his exceptional contributions to the study of
sedimentation and management of water resources programs.
He is survived by his sons, John G. and wife
Jennifer, and David G. Wark, by his ﬁrst wife, Gayle
(Geddes) Wark, deceased. He is sadly missed by his
beloved wife, Marcella (Freeman) Wark, daughter,
Sandra, and husband, Dean C. Berg, and grandson,
Aaron M. Berg, as well as his nieces, nephews, their
children, and cousins and friends known through
his work on family history and genealogy. We will
all miss him, as will his Water Resources Division
associates and golﬁng friends.
His wishes were for cremation, and burial in
the family plot in Arizona. Graveside services will
be held, in the future, for the family, in Arizona.
Contributions, in memory of John, may be made
to your favorite charity, cancer, or our Wark DNA
Project.
PA I D
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Deaths
Victor Forbes

Victor John Forbes, 85, a longtime resident of Palo Alto, died Jan.
29, 2011.
He was born Sept. 17, 1925, in
Cardiff, Wales. Known as John to
all his friends, he was a veteran of
WWII, serving in the British Navy.
In 1964 he immigrated to the Unit-

your heart.

If you have a family member with cardiovascular disease, getting to know your heart
can make a difference. Make an appointment today to ﬁnd out your risk and meet with
a genetic counselor.
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Transitions

February is American Heart Month and the perfect time to make sure you’re on a
healthy track. At the Stanford Center for Inherited Cardiovascular Disease, we specialize
in the care of patients and families with genetic disorders of the heart and blood vessels.

Learn more about your heart health:
stanfordhospital.org/heartmonth
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STANFORD CENTER
FOR INHERITED
CARDIOVASCULAR DISEASE

ed States and
married his
former neighbor in Wales,
Anna Ivanoff.
They soon
both became
United States
citizens and
purchased a
home in Palo
Alto, where they lived happily for
nearly 50 years.
When he first arrived in California he found employment selling Fuller Brush products door to
door, charming housewives with
his Welsh accent and enthusiasm,
loved ones recalled. With only an
eighth-grade education but trained
as an electrician with experience as
a foreman in both Great Britain and
India, he was offered employment
at SRI international in Menlo Park.
At SRI he found his niche and over
time was promoted into management, working there for nearly 30
years.
He and his wife enjoyed their
home life, entertaining friends and
frequenting social events, especially dances with the British American Club, where they celebrated
and reminisced with a community
of British ex-pat friends. He was
also an avid and award-winning
darts player, often driving to pubs
around Northern California several times a week for competitions.
In retirement the couple enjoyed
leisurely travel across the United
States, Great Britain, Europe, the
former Soviet Union and Mexico.
At home they entertained family
and friends and enjoyed gardening
and shopping.
He is survived by his wife Anna
Forbes of Palo Alto; stepson Peter
Ivanoff ; and two grandchildren.

Mary Fortney
Mary Fortney, seasoned Bay
Area journalist, died Jan. 23, 2011,
of natural causes at her Menlo Park
home. She was 87.
Born Aug. 8, 1924, in the rural
Los Baños area, where her family
had a ranch, she attended Dos Palos High School in Firebaugh. She
graduated from the University of
Oregon with a degree in journalism.
Her professional career in San
Francisco started with reporting
jobs and later she was named editor
of maritime and business journals,
including the Pacific Shipper and
the Daily Commercial News.
In 1966 she moved to the Peninsula and joined the staff of the Palo

Alto Times. She continued with that
newspaper through its transformation into the Peninsula Times Tribune until 1992, when the newspaper was discontinued. During that
time she covered many local beats,
including city government in East
Palo Alto and Los Altos, Stanford
medical news, and every variety of
general assignment.
“I gleaned from Mary an almost
constant joy in her profession. She
loved writing and she loved people,
and she wove them together in
a tight writing style in which her
empathy and compassion glowed
through,” former Palo Alto Times
and Weekly Editor Jay Thorwaldson wrote of Fortney.
“Mary was a thorough professional, covering a wide variety of
stories under a wide variety of circumstances. She always did the job,
including one time I recall when
she was sent on an assignment that
was personally obnoxious to her
because of a family tragedy. She
returned to the city room shaken
after that story — but she got it,
she wrote it, and she wrote it well,”
former colleague Ron Goben said.
Family members remembered her
as an independent, compassionate
woman.
“She was, we felt, a woman ahead
of her time. She argued articulately and she was not only a liberal
thinker but a woman who cared
deeply about the plight of her fellow man,” her niece-in-law Jolene
Telles said.
Travel was her passion and she
often took several trips abroad each
year, including visits to numerous
countries in the Middle East.
She was also a strong supporter of
the San Franciso art community.
She is survived by her brother,
Dick Telles; nephews Richard
Telles, John Telles and his wife
Jolene, and James Telles and his
wife, Diane; nieces Sharon Wegis
and her husband Ralph, and Lisa
Brozek and her husband Paul; numerous grand-nieces and nephews;
and her beloved cat, Fuji.
Services were held at the Shrine
of Therese Catholic Church in
Fresno Feb. 12 and internment followed at Belmont Memorial Park
in Fresno.
The family requests donations be
made in her memory to Jess Telles
Memorial Fund at Santa Clara University, 500 El Camino Real, Santa
Clara CA 95053.

Marilou Wertzler
Marilou Wertzler, 88, a resident
of Lytton Gardens in Palo Alto,
died Jan. 14, 2011.
She was born in 1922 in Battle
Creek, Mich., and served 16 years
as reporter of Indiana Supreme and
Appellate Courts before retiring to
California to be near her family.
She is survived by her daughter,
Vicki Finney, and son, John Wertzler, both of Menlo Park; brother,
Arthur DeLano, of Battle Creek;
sister, Virginia Berry, Beverley
Hills, Fla.; four grandchildren; and
two great-grandchildren. A memorial service is planned for Saturday,
Feb. 26, at 2 p.m. at First Congregational Church, Palo Alto.

BIRTHS
Bilgen Firat and Olcan and
Sercinoglu of Palo Alto, a son,
Feb. 10.

Paul Grimsrud
Long time Palo Alto resident, devoted
husband, father and grandfather. Passed
after a lengthy and courageous battle
with Myeloﬁbrosis. Paul spent early
childhood in Seattle, WA and Alaska,
a decade before it would be a state. He
believed in giving back to the community
by volunteering. Some of these positions
were coaching numerous Little League
and SAY Basketball teams and being
President of a swim and tennis club. He
also served as Commissioner and Chairman on Palo Alto’s ﬁrst
Public Utility Commission. His wife and family invite all his
friends to a Service celebrating his life on February 26 at 2 PM
at Peninsula Bible Church, 3505 Middleﬁeld Rd., Palo Alto.
PA I D

CITY OF PALO ALTO
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Palo Alto City Council
will hold a public hearing at the regularly scheduled
meeting on Monday, March 7, 2011 at 7:00 p.m. or as
near thereafter as possible, in the Council Chambers,
250 Hamilton Avenue, Palo Alto, to Consider Approval
of Mitigated Negative Declaration and Adoption of an
ordinance to amend the Existing Palo Alto Commons
Planned Community (“PC”) to add a 0.83 acre site and
rezone it to PC from CN and RM-15 for a new 3 story
building providing 44 senior assisted living rental units at
4041 El Camino Way.
DONNA J. GRIDER, MMC
City Clerk

Sybil Ann Pﬂuke
Sybil Ann Pﬂuke passed away on February 13, 2011, at home with
her family by her side. She was born on September 1, 1924 in Düren,
Germany to Anton Hochgürtel and Anne Marie Windelschmidt
Hochgürtel. The second youngest of eight children, she had a happy
childhood, but her family was deeply affected by WWII. She met
her husband, Jack Pﬂuke, when Jack was an Air Force Lieutenant
at a radar station near to her hometown in 1956. She joined him
in St. Louis, where they married in 1957. She was proud to become
a US citizen in 1963. After living in State College, Pennsylvania
and Alexandria, Virginia, they moved to San Francisco in 1965, and
settled in Palo Alto in 1974.
Sybil and Jack and their ﬁve children loved to ski, camp, and
water ski together. Sybil was passionate about her hobbies of sewing,
knitting, and crocheting. The house was ﬁlled with laughter and
activity, and her family took several memorable cross- country
driving vacations as well as played lots of games. She was fond of
entertaining, and was an active member of her community, church,
and neighborhood.
She is survived by her husband of 53 years Dr. John Henry Pﬂuke,
by her ﬁve children Lillian Ann Pﬂuke, Teresa Mary Pﬂuke Barnes,
John Anthony Pﬂuke, Christine Sybil Pﬂuke Murakami, and Paul
David Pﬂuke, by her eleven grandchildren Raymond Anton Herrly,
Christopher John Herrly, Brendan Peter Barnes, Lily Alane Barnes,
Nicolas Quinn Barnes, Gabrielle Marie Pﬂuke, John Hein Pﬂuke,
Anthony John Pﬂuke, Margaret Ann Murakami, Sienna Jennings
Pﬂuke, and Anna Jennings Pﬂuke, by her siblings Isabella Josephine
Goldermann and Josef Hochgürtel, and by her large, extended
family.
Friends and family are invited to attend the funeral mass at St
Thomas Aquinas Catholic Church at 751 Waverly Street in Palo Alto,
California on the 19th of February at 10am. We would appreciate
donations in lieu of ﬂowers in memory of Sybil to theCatholic
Charities of Santa Clara County(http://catholiccharitiesscc.org/) or
to the Maryknoll Society (https://www.maryknollsociety.org/).A
memorial blog has been created to celebrate her life. Please visit
http://sybilpﬂukememorial.weebly.com and share your stories.)
PA I D
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Barbara Carr Acevedo
October 6, 1929 - January 21, 2011
Barbara passed the afternoon of January 21st, 2011 after a two
decade struggle against Parkinson’s. Barbara is survived by her
son E. Andrés Acevedo and her daughter in-law Marina Chin of
Menlo Park, as well as her sisters Eleanor Korngold of Sebastopol,
Dorothy Parker of Palo Alto, Catherine Burrows of Green Bay WI,
and her brothers William Carr of Connecticut and Walter Carr
of Seattle, WA. Barbara was preceded by her parents, Winifred
Barton Nichols Carr and William Herbert Carr, as well as her
sister Shirley Louise Patterson.
While born in Palo Alto, Barbara would always consider the
Sierra Nevada Mountains her true home. Her love affair with
the mountains began at age 4, when her father took a job with the
Yosemite Park & Curry Co. and the family moved to Yosemite
Valley. While the family eventually moved back to the San
Francisco Peninsula, Barbara continued to return to Yosemite
as often as possible.
While attending Stanford University, Barbara worked at
Yosemite National Park over the summers for a number of years.
It was at Stanford, where she met a life long friend, Jan Simis,
who’s amazing letters helped lift Barbara’s spirits over the years.
Barbara also made another life long friend, Martha Miller
while working in Yosemite. Over the years, Barbara worked
throughout the park, including at the Ahwahnee and Wawaona
Hotels, Camp Curry, and the High Sierra Camps. She worked
a variety of jobs over the years, from sweeping out tent cabins,
waitressing in the Ahwahnee’s dinning room, and eventually
running the front desk at both the Wawona and the Ahwahnee.
It was this last job that lead to her next mountain adventure
-- working at the 1960 Winter Olympics in Squaw Valley, where
she managed the Olympic Village’s athlete housing ofﬁce. At the
conclusion of the Olympic Games, Barbara relocated to Puerto
Rico to take a job at the Dorado Beach Hotel.
In 1962, she returned to California settling ﬁrst in Squaw Valley
and then in Menlo Park. Barbara eventually began working at
Hewlett Packard in their Corporate Accounting Department,
where she stayed for over 15 years until her retirement.
Though Parkinson’s slowly robbed her of her mobility,
Barbara was able to continue to live independently in her own
home for years. The assistance of her good friends from HP,
especially Pat Musachia and Ruth Owen, helped her maintain
her independence over the years. Clara Roper entered Barbara’s
life as a care giver and over the next 15 years became a close and
valued friend to Barbara. Once Barbara moved into a nursing
home, Clara continued her support and wonderful care. Though
her body failed her, with Clara’s support, as well as the support
and love from her family and friends, Barbara retained her
ﬁercely independent spirit through to the very end.
Barbara’s Family will be holding a remembrance service to
celebrate her life, from 2 to 5 PM on Saturday February 19 at
Elizabeth F Gamble Garden in Palo Alto.
Rather than sending ﬂowers, please consider making a donation in
Barbara’s memory to either the Yosemite Conservancy http://www.
yosemiteconservancy.org/support-us or the Parkinson’s Foundation
http://www.thepi.org/support-pi/giving-to-the-institute/
PA I D
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Editorial
Building a better
fire department
Consultants’ big ideas could save money,
improve efficiency of fire service delivery
he recent pitched battles between Palo Alto firefighters and the
city — including the union’s unsuccessful ballot measure in the
last election to require voters to approve any change in staffing
levels — could be a thing of the past if the city adopts key elements of
a far-reaching study of the department.
There are 48 recommendations in the 190-page report, ranging from
ending the minimum staffing requirement in the fire union contract to
merging the Hanover Street and Arastradero Road stations, and creating a public safety chief to oversee police and fire services.
These and most of the other recommendations are a significant start
to taking a more innovative and fresh look at the delivery of fire services, which often doesn’t reflect how the department’s mission has
changed over the years. Today, fire calls make up a small fraction
of the department’s work. The current policy requires sending a fire
engine followed by an ambulance on every medical call, regardless of
how minor. This is wasteful and could require the city to add another
full-time ambulance. Certainly there are other ways to provide this
important service, if the protocol can be changed.
The picture drawn of the department by the consultants shows several
major shortcomings:
s !N OUTDATED CONTRACT IS CRIPPLING THE CITYS ABILITY TO ADJUST STAFFING
to meet current needs;
s ,EADERSHIP OF THE ORGANIZATION HAS BEEN STRIPPED AWAY IN RECENT
budget cuts;
s 4RAINING AND FIRE PREVENTION ARE SUFFERING
s 2EDUNDANT FIRE STATIONS SHOULD BE MERGED WHEN NECESSARY
In multiple ways, the report found that the department, once considered a “best example” fire organization, is slipping.
“Over the years the department has become a stagnant organization.
While it can still be proud of its ability to keep the public safe when
an emergency occurs, management of the department is struggling, in
part because there are few support staff to conduct important planning
activities.”
And, the report said, “There is an insistence within the organization,
even within management, to focus most of its attention on fire suppression even when emergency medical calls are the majority of the
department’s business, and prevention is a key to reducing losses and
reducing demand calls.”
One example of the old way of thinking is the requirement to staff
rescue equipment with two paramedics even though one paramedic and
one EMT is acceptable under the protocols of the county health officer. But to change this outdated requirement would require a mutually
agreed change to the agreement between the union and the city, or at
least a side agreement, the report says.
One of the most important factors addressed by the report is the
union contract, which sets out how the city and union share responsibility to operate the department. The report said the union’s approach
in Palo Alto has been to push aggressively to protect jobs by placing
restrictions in the labor agreement. For example, the current contract
makes it impossible for the city to adjust staffing levels because it
requires the same number of firefighters be on duty regardless of time
of day. We need the ability to have more firefighters on duty during
times of peak demand for medical services and fewer on duty in the
middle of the night.
As portions of the wide-ranging report are implemented, leadership
will be a key factor. The decision to appoint the police chief the interim public safety director is working well and making such a position
permanent could solve some of the fire department’s problems in the
future, the report said.
Management support is a major problem in the fire department,
where functions such as planning, data analyses, budget and finance
and others are all in need of major improvements, the report said.
Merging these functions will help make both agencies more efficient.
We strongly urge the council to adopt the recommendations in this
study. The city staff will present the council with its recommendations
in about a month. The timing is perfect, as the department’s 121 members, many near retirement age, are working under an expired contract.
The department was budgeted to spend more than $26 million in the
fiscal year 2010 budget, a jump of $3 million over the prior year. To get
a handle on these rapidly rising costs, the city must streamline operations so staffing decisions can be made by department managers, rather
than an outdated agreement in the union contract.
For starters, the city should adopt the recommendation to combine
public safety leadership under one director, with operations chiefs for
the fire and police department reporting to him or her. Other efficiencies can be achieved by the two divisions sharing data analysis and
other back office functions.
The department should also look to Menlo Park or other nearby
departments for opportunities to share training and other costs. This
is a trend that already has started on the Peninsula and it will continue
as long as it lowers costs.

T
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Spectrum
Editorials, letters and opinions

Tesla lawsuit?

Anaerobic-digester costs

Editor,
I am puzzled. If a motor vehicle
driven by a Tesla Motors employee
on Tesla business had struck another
car or pedestrian, Tesla’s insurance
carrier would have been involved in
the veritable New York minute.
However, even though a year has
past since an airplane piloted by a
Tesla Motors employee apparently
on Tesla Motors business crashed
into East Palo Alto, it is baffling
not to read of any news of a claim
or lawsuit against Tesla.
James Madison
Holly Avenue
Menlo Park

Editor,
Peter Drekmeier et al. continue to
promote their “Park Undedication
Initiative” by falsely saying that
using parkland for an anaerobic
digester (AD) will save the city $1
million. The consultant’s preliminary cost estimates clearly show
that AD costs more, not less.
The range of net costs for AD is
$110 to $355 per ton. The range for
the regional plan is $68-$72. That
is a difference of $2.356 million to
$17.546 million a year for 62,000
tons of organics. The consultant inputs rent at only 11 percent of that
charged on the very same land since
1992, which would add $12.90 per
ton more to AD costs.
Consultant’s costs don’t include
the four-acre green roof used in
Drekmeier’s flyer to entice petition
signers. That alone adds $3.51 to
$5.62 per ton more
So the true cost of AD, paying
market rent and building a green
roof, would be $126 to $371 per ton
or at least double the regional plan.
Staff members have said that if the
city could get grants of $25 million
from our debt-ridden state or federal
governments, the lowest AD cost al-

Running a railroad
Editor,
This sidebar to the Caltrain cover
story in the Feb. 11 issue contains
statements that ignore history and
defy logic.
Tom Means, Mountain View City
Councilman, wants to know why
Caltrain can’t be run profitably, as
are some private trains. However,
since World War II the trend in the
U.S., Europe and developed parts of
Asia has been governmental ownership and operation of mass transit
and commuter systems. The only
private trains that have run profitably are high-end “land cruise”
operations, which have nothing in
common with Caltrain except that
they both run on steel rails.
Menlo Park resident Martin Engel believes Caltrain doesn’t seem
to understand its business model.
However, Caltrain’s financial performance, comparable to other U.S.
commuter lines and among the best
performing among Bay Area transit systems, suggests that in fact
Caltrain does understand its business model. (Sidebar story, “On the
verge of Collapse?”) However, it
is the local and state governments
that do not understand their business model, since they all value the
benefits of Caltrain service yet are
unwilling to assure adequate funding for Caltrain.
Engel’s idea that BART could
take over Caltrain, to achieve “close
integration and coordination that
would link the two operators into
one,” defies logic. BART uses a
non-standard track gauge, or width,
preventing Caltrain or other systems’ trains from operating on its
tracks. BART tunnels were built
to handle the relatively low BART
cars, and Caltrain’s double-decker
cars simply could not fit in these
tunnels. BART also uses a third-rail
system to power its trains. A thirdrail system would not be effective
for a future Caltrain electrification
and also would create significant
electrocution dangers on Caltrain’s
open right of way.
Phil Burton
Palo Alto

most becomes competitive with the
use of regional facilities.
Drekmeier has said he would not
turn in the signatures if the AD
project turned out not to be feasible.
With the second-highest garbage
rates in the Bay Area, doubling the
cost per ton surely is not feasible for
Palo Alto.
Let’s see if Drekmeier is a man
of his word.
Emily M. Renzel
Coordinator, Baylands
Conservation Committee
Forest Avenue
Palo Alto

Cal Ave streetscape
Editor,
As a College Terrace resident, I
am a frequent patron of California
Avenue shops and services. All too
often, however, I find excuses to
drive instead of ride my bike.
Frankly, I don’t feel safe biking on
California Avenue, especially with
my young daughter. I am not comfortable riding in the center of the
lane and there is not enough room
to ride on the right side. I’ve talked to neighbors who feel the same
(continued on page 13)

YOUR TURN
The Palo Alto Weekly encourages comments on our coverage or on
issues of local interest.

What do you think? How can fire and emergency services be delivered more cost-effectively?
Submit letters to the editor of up to 250 words to letters@paweekly.com.
Include your name, address and daytime phone number so we can reach you.
We reserve the right to edit contributions for length, objectionable content, libel
and factual errors known to us. Anonymous letters will generally not be accepted.
You can also participate in our popular interactive online forum, Town
Square, at our community website at www.PaloAltoOnline.com. Read
blogs, discuss issues, ask questions or express opinions with you neighbors any
time, day or night.
Submitting a letter to the editor or guest opinion constitutes a granting of permission to the Palo Alto Weekly and Embarcadero Publishing Co. to also publish
it online, including in our online archives and as a post on Town Square.
For more information contact Editor Jocelyn Dong or Online Editor Tyler Hanley
at editor@paweekly.com or 650-326-8210.

Check out Town Square!
Hundreds of local topics are being discussed by local residents on
Town Square, a reader forum sponsored by the Weekly on our community website at www.PaloAltoOnline.com. Post your own comments,
ask questions, read the Editor’s blog or just stay up on what people are
talking about around town!

Guest Opinion
A Black History Month tribute to my African-American mentor
the stereotypes my friends and I had developed
By Kevin Skelly
in our bigoted, white world. He was the hardhere are times
est working, smartest, most caring and involved
when I talk with
teacher in the school. After winning Teacher of
my children about
the Year for multiple years, the administration
“when I grew up,” and
instituted a rule that no teacher could win the
they are incredulous.
award in consecutive years. Between classes the
For example, they
halls were clogged as students tried to get some
can scarcely imagine a
acknowledgement from him as he went by.
world without computMr. Harris also coached the seventh/eighth
ers or a world in which
grade basketball team. Even though I scored exthe only phone one had
actly four points on his basketball team, I would
was tethered to a wall.
have run through a wall for Mr. Harris, and so
They have the same reKevin Skelly
would have all of my friends. I am quite sure I
action when I describe
would not have played basketball in high school,
my days growing up in
Southwest Virginia. Roanoke was one of the most nor would I have become a math teacher myself,
segregated cities in the country in terms of hous- were it not for him.
But he wasn’t alone. There were other teachers,
ing patterns, and the schools were rigidly divided
by race. While Brown vs. Board of Education black and white, who, despite the fits and starts,
became the law of the land in 1954, the schools made the experience better for all students.
There is something hopeful and opin Roanoke were not integrated until
timistic in almost every educator,
1970, when I was in fifth grade.
and it seemed they all brought this to
Integration created an environthe fore at Woodrow Wilson Junior
ment wherein I was given life lesHigh during those pivotal years in my
sons and the inspiration to become
life and in the history of our nation’s
an educator. I remember the three
grappling with segregation.
buses filled with my new classmates
Americans place great hope in
coming down the hill to “my” eltheir public schools as an agent of
ementary school. I remember besocietal improvement. One would be
ing afraid, but I can only imagine
hard-pressed to find a social problem
how fearful it was for those on the
where schools are not called upon to
bus. The staff, too, was thrust together and, while I don’t know what Coach John Harris, be part of the solution. So it was, and
is, with segregation and racism, and
the conversations were in the staff who coached Kevin
lounge, I felt that the adults were Skelly in junior high. with the multiple social issues we
face as a nation.
looking out for me and helping me
As I think about how I am a product of these
make sense of this new reality.
When I went to junior high, I met John Harris, experiences, I remember how, just a decade ago,
one of the most influential people in my life. As I was talking to Mr. Harris and thanking him for
a math teacher, he single-handedly destroyed all what he did for me so many years ago. He smiled

T

Kevin Skelly, left, goes up for a rebound
during the 1977-78 season at Patrick Henry
High School in Roanoke, Va.
and said, “You don’t have to thank me, you just
have to go and do something for someone else.”
Good advice for all of us this month, I think. ■
Kevin Skelly is superintendent of the Palo
Alto Unified School District.

Letters

(continued from previous page)

way. Furthermore, the intersections are dangerous for pedestrians. I’ve seen many close calls
where the car on the right stops
for a pedestrian who is blocked
from the view of the car on the
left. That car stops briefly, then
continues, narrowly missing the
pedestrian (if they’re lucky).
The changes proposed will
improve the safety for bikers
and pedestrians, in addition to
making the shopping district
more aesthetically appealing
and environmentally friendly.
I realize that some merchants
are concerned that the construction will negatively impact their
businesses, and I empathize.
But the streets are going to be
repaved regardless. And the appeal of a more beautiful, peopleand bike-friendly streetscape
will most likely result in an increase in business.
I know that I, and my neighbors, will remain loyal to our
local merchants!
The benefits of the proposed
plan — more parking spaces,
more places for people to sit,
more bike parking, a more beautiful landscape — are all good
reasons to support this project.
But for me, the biggest reason
to support this project is safety
— safety for pedestrians, safety
for bikers.
Please support the California
Avenue Streetscape project.
Kristen Anderson
Hanover Street
Palo Alto

Streetwise

Who is your favorite American president and why?
Asked around Town & Country Village and California Avenue, Palo Alto. Interviews and photographs by Zohra Ashpari and Karla Kane.

Sam Gross

Student
Bowdoin Street, Palo Alto
“My favorite is Lincoln for his service
to the country despite extreme personal struggle.”

Lois Ingram

Receptionist
Poplar Avenue, East Palo Alto
“I like Obama because he is more for
the people than trying to do things for
himself or the office.”

Elizabeth de Libero

Sales Industry
Menlo Oaks, Menlo Park
“Bill Clinton, because I felt that his
policies were beneficial both abroad
and on a national level. There was optimism in the country during the time he
was president.”

August Bournique

Attorney
California Avenue, Palo Alto
“James K. Polk because he kept his
campaign promises. They weren’t
good campaign promises, but he kept
them. Or Millard Fillmore. I like his
quotes.”

Richard Ciapponi

Retired
Oregon Avenue, Palo Alto
“Ronald Reagan. I liked some of his
conservative policies. Not all of them,
but some.”
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What really happened
to 2009 murder victim
Jennifer Schipsi

by Gennady Sheyner
The following is based on testimony and evidence presented in the fiveweek-long, first-degree murder-and-arson trial of Palo Alto businessman
Bulos “Paul” Zumot, 37, whom a San Jose jury found guilty on both counts
on Feb. 10. Zumot’s victim — girlfriend Jennifer Marie Schipsi, 29, a Palo
Alto real-estate agent — had dated Zumot for two years prior to her death
on Oct. 15, 2009. Zumot’s sentencing is scheduled for April 21.

The text messages began pouring into Bulos “Paul”
Zumot’s phone just after midnight on Oct. 15, 2009.
The first one told him to stay away. The next one
wished him good night. The one after that called
him a “selfish cold hearted ungreatful ‘human being’

Bulos “Paul” Zumot, left, and his girlfriend, Jennifer Schipsi, were seen here smoking
hookah pipes at his Palo Alto business, Da Hookah Spot, on University Avenue on Oct.
9, 2009, just days before Schipsi’s death.
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The sender, Jennifer Schipsi, had just
walked home from Da Hookah Spot,
Zumot’s cafe in downtown Palo Alto,
to the cottage she shared with Zumot
at 969 Addison Ave. Less than an hour
before she left downtown Palo Alto in
tears, she had been celebrating Zumot’s
36th birthday at his favorite dining spot,
Dishdash Restaurant in Sunnyvale, with
about a dozen friends. Photos from the
party show them together and having
fun: He blows out the candles on the
birthday cake. She smears icing on his
face. He looks at the camera, a goofy
grin flashing through the icing.
Schipsi’s mood appeared to have
soured around 10:30 p.m., as she and
Zumot headed from Dishdash to an
after-party at Da Hookah Spot. They
were in Zumot’s silver Range Rover
with Zumot’s friend, Victor “Vinny”
Chaalan, driving. Zumot and Schipsi
had both had a few drinks. Zumot sat
in the passenger seat. Schipsi sat in the
back. Music was blaring, Zumot later
testified at the trial, and everyone was
having fun.
During the drive, Schipsi received a
text message from her friend Jaber Al
Suwaidi, who missed the party because

Courtesy of the Schipsi family

Craig Lee/Special to the Chronicle

scam artist liar.”

Jennifer Schipsi is pictured here in
happier times.
he was moving from Atherton to Menlo
Park that day. Al Suwaidi, who often
worked out and smoked hookah with
the couple, asked Schipsi to pass by his
new house on San Mateo Drive. Around
that time, Zumot confronted Schipsi
about Al Suwaidi’s text messages, took
her phone when she showed it to him
and tossed it back at her.

Cover Story

Experience
the Pleasure
of Saving
Time!
Whole Foods
Market™ Palo Alto
provides personal shopping for your home
or ofﬁce. Just give us your list and we’ll do
the shopping for you!
We offer pick up or delivery service
Monday through Friday, 10am - 6pm

Placing Your Order is Easy!
Gennady Sheyner

Orders must be a minimum of $50. Free delivery
to all Palo Alto zip codes for orders over $200.
Delivery fees vary depending on distance.

The house at 969 Addison Ave. was boarded up by the morning after the fire (Oct. 16, 2009) that was intended
to cover up Jennifer Schipsi’s murder. The burnt mattress, below, was leaning against a nearby fence.

774 Emerson St., Palo Alto

Gennady Sheyner

“I can’t,” Schipsi responded to
Al Suwaidi. “My phone was just
thrown at me.”
As the Range Rover pulled into
a parking spot on Ramona Street,
across the street from Da Hookah
Spot, Schipsi was in tears. Zumot
testified that he headed straight to
the café because he wanted to give
her space and “defuse the situation.”
Chaalan offered to wait for Schipsi,
but she declined. Chaalan saw her
get out of the vehicle and sit on the
bumper. When the men went in, she
began her walk home.
Witnesses gave different accounts
for what started the argument between Schipsi, 29, and Zumot, the
man whom she’d been dating for two
years and who police say strangled
her to death around noon on Oct.
15. Chaalan recalled Zumot and
Schipsi fussing over the Dishdash
bill, which totaled $619. A guest at
the party offered to start a collection to pay for it. Zumot objected to
the offer and asked Schipsi during
the drive whether she accepted the
money. Zumot said he felt he and
Schipsi should have been the ones
footing the bill.
Schipsi’s friend, Nora Hanafi,
joined the party at Da Hookah Spot,
noticed Schipsi’s absence and called
Schipsi several times, finally reaching her at about 11:20 p.m. She testified that Schipsi told her she and
Zumot argued after one of their mutual friends sent her a text message
requesting they stop by his home.
The message made Zumot “angry,”
Schipsi told Hanafi.
Al Suwaidi, who also talked to
Schipsi on the phone while she was
walking, testified that he heard her
“breathing heavily and crying.” She
told him that Zumot “humiliated her
and that she slammed the door and
left.”
“She said she’s done and that she
can’t handle it anymore,” Al Suwaidi
testified. “She was hysterical.”
Zumot himself testified that he
confronted her during the drive

Call or email us and we will ﬁll your
home or ofﬁce with delicious and
nutritious foods!
email: shop.pal@wholefoods.com
phone: (650) 326-8676

after she began deleting messages
from Al Suwaidi. He said Schipsi
was upset because he told her to shut
up and accused her of lying about Al
Suwaidi’s texts.
Chaalan corroborated Zumot’s
statement. “I remember him saying, ‘Tell me the truth; stop lying to
me’” during the drive to Palo Alto,
Chaalan said.
Zumot said he didn’t see anything
strange about Schipsi’s stormy departure.
“She’d done that a couple of
times — when we argue she’d walk
home,” Zumot said. “It was not a big
deal at all.”

B

ut that’s when the text messages from Schipsi began.
They continued to gush into
his phone that night as he smoked
hookah and played cards with his
friends. Each message was more
furious than the last.
At 12:16 a.m., Schipsi asked him to
cancel their scheduled flight to Palm
Desert, where Zumot was planning
to propose to her that weekend. Over
the next 10 minutes, the messages
became more obscene and provocative, with Schipsi calling Zumot a
“f--,” a “b----” and a “d---head” and
telling him that his “karma will bite
u in your own ass.”

Zumot’s responses were brief and
somewhat dismissive. “I love u too,”
he wrote at 12:26 a.m. Four minutes
later, he followed up with, “U need
to relax.”
Zumot testified that he hoped to
calm her down with his curt replies,
but they appeared to have achieved
the opposite effect. Schipsi berated
him at 12:34 a.m. for “scamming”
his way through life and, in the same
message, said her new goal in life
was to open a hookah lounge across
the street from his so that he could
see how things should be done.
“U turned part of my heart black,”
she wrote in the same message.
“Stay the f--- away so I can regain
my happiness and satisfaction.”
The subject then turned to money.
In a series of angry texts that began
just after 1 a.m., Schipsi ordered
Zumot to pay her the $10,000 he
owed her and told him not to “ever
threten (sic) me again or I will seek
ultimate justice.” She then added
other items to the bill, including
money for a dresser she said he
destroyed ($800), a bed that he allegedly tossed when he kicked her
out of his home in San Jose ($750),
a “zebra painting” that she said he
slashed ($499), a buffet ($1,150), a
(continued on page 18)
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Understanding Heart Failure
· The heart is almost all muscle. With each of its expansions and contractions,
it sends blood out into the body to enable its every action. When that
muscle weakens, the body begins to fail, too.

A community health education series from Stanford Hospital & Clinics

Who is at risk?
· Heart failure can be caused by many conditions, including valvular disease,
high blood pressure, narrowed coronary arteries, irregular heartbeat,
infection and diabetes.
· Age: At 65, heart failure is the most common reason for hospital admission.

What Was Once Just a Bridge Takes Over
As Long-term Rescue for Failing Hearts

Then, in July 2010, she went to the doctor again. This time, she was given an
echocardiogram, a test that measures
the heart’s activity. The result was
alarming – her heart was pumping so
feebly that with each beat it was pumping only 12 percent of the blood in her
heart, only one-fifth of the oxygenation
her body needed. Within days, Jackson
was at Stanford Hospital & Clinics. Her
new physician was cardiologist Dipanjan Banerjee, MD. His diagnosis was
unexpected and drastically life-altering:
Jackson had congestive heart failure.
But he couldn’t tell her why. Sometimes
heart failure has no obvious cause. Jackson’s heart valves were working, her
arteries were clear, her cholesterol was
normal, and so was her blood pressure.
Yet the left ventricle of her heart, the
muscular chamber that constitutes half
of the pumping needed to keep blood

“If I had a transplant, then I’d have
to take immunosuppressants
that would mean I wouldn’t have
been able to be with my greatgrandchildren if they were sick.”
– Donna Jackson, patient
at Stanford Hospital & Clinics
First, however, she had to agree to a
transplant, and for days her answer
was no.
“I had a really hard time,” she said. “I
didn’t want to put my kids through the
thing of me having a transplant. Somebody would have to take care of me.
And I’m thinking that I’d rather leave
a heart available for someone younger
who has a life ahead of them. And if I
had a transplant, then I’d have to take
immunosuppressants that would mean
I wouldn’t have been able to be with my
great-grandchildren if they were sick. I
just didn’t want to go through all that.”

A different option
Heart disease includes a long list of conditions. Heart failure, which specifically
covers the heart’s ability to pump blood,
has become more and more common.
A National Heart Discharge Survey
showed that hospital admissions involv-

ing heart failure rose from more
than 1 million in 1979 to 4 million in 2004. In addition, fewer
hearts are available for transplant. The number has not risen
since 1999, and the gap between
available organs and people
waiting is increasing. Last year,
3,000 patients were on the list
and 2,000 heart transplants
were completed.
But Jackson had another option,
an existing device approved for
a new function by the FDA a
couple of months earlier. And
Stanford had earned a special
advanced designation from the
Joint Commission, the accreditDonna Jackson couldn’t understand why her strength seemed to
have disappeared. She couldn’t even make it from her car to her
ing body for American healthfront door without having to rest. Her heart was failing, doctors
care facilities, as a hospital
finally told her. Now, inside her chest, is a pump that keeps her alive.
with a high level of excellence
in working with that device, the
port during surgery or as a complete
left ventricular assist device, commonly
substitute for its function. The first
called the LVAD.
cardiopulmonary by-pass machine
emerged in 1954. In 1982, a Seattle
It’s a small mechanical pump that takes
dentist named Barney Clark, who sufover what the ventricle can no longer
fered from congestive heart failure, lived
do. For the last decade, physicians have
112 days after surgeons implanted an
used it as a bridge “when patients need
artificial heart in his chest. The device
it now,” Banerjee said, for people on the
was intended to be permanent, but the
transplant list, helping to keep them
400-pound air compressor that powered
alive for the days, weeks or months until
it was clearly an obstacle to anything
a heart became available. Now, however,
approaching a normal life.
it can do more.

The LVAD is part of the family of
mechanical devices built to sustain
the heart, either as a temporary sup-

Better mechanics

Norbert von der Groeben
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Almost three decades later, LVADs run
on 10-hour batteries that weigh a pound
each and a 2-pound controller — not
light, but certainly portable. The LVAD
also stores a record of its activity that
can be downloaded for review.

Jackson was a good candidate for an
LVAD because she was sick enough to
need it to survive, but not so sick that
she wouldn’t survive surgery.

Jackson gets checked by her Stanford
cardiologist, Dipanjan Banerjee, MD.
Her daughter-in-law, Cheryl, drives her
to every appointment. Cheryl helped
Donna find the pink plaid bag that
now carries heart pump supplies. On
the right, a record of Jackson’s heart
pump activity.

Who is a candidate for LVAD?
· Someone whose heart has deteriorated beyond the best medical
management, but whose overall health is strong enough to withstand surgery

How to Keep Your Heart Healthy
· Eat a low-fat, low sodium diet
· Maintain a healthy weight
· Quit smoking
· Exercise regularly
· Limit alcohol consumption

For more information about Stanford’s care program for heart failure, visit: stanfordhospital.org/heartfailure or call 650.723.5468.
Join us at stanfordhospital.org/socialmedia.

Norbert von der Groeben

Jackson knew something was going on
with her health. Her medical treatments
weren’t having any impact and her
breathlessness continued to worsen until one day she couldn’t make it from her
car to her front door without stopping to
rest. “I got so tired I wanted to sleep all
the time,” she said.

flowing around the body, was failing,
rapidly. The standard treatments, those
that address problems like clogged arteries and faulty valves, would be pointless. What Jackson needed to survive
was a heart transplant. It didn’t make
Jackson feel better that Banerjee told
her he’d never had a transplant candidate as healthy as she was.

· shortness of breath
· visible swelling of the legs, ankles, feet and, sometimes, abdomen
· fatigue and weakness
· loss of appetite and nausea
· persistent coughing or wheezing accompanied by phlegm
· decreased alertness

· Medication
· Surgery, including valve repair, ventricular restoration, coronary artery
bypass, myotomy and transplant
· Medical devices such as a defibrillator, pacemaker or ventricular assist like
the LVAD

Only recently, however, has the technology and reliability of the device improved enough for the FDA to approve
it to be implanted not only for a short
time, but for years, as a long-term alternative to transplant. Its value rises with
each year, Banerjee said. “We can see
the writing on the wall – the number of
hearts available each year has not risen
since 1999 and the number of people
needing a heart is rising every year. The
gap between them is getting larger,” he
said. “We are blessed to have the LVAD,
and in some cases, it’s better than a
transplant.”

Life after a transplant comes with a
long list of must-do’s. At the top of the
list are the immunosuppressants Jackson knew about, medications needed to
keep the body from rejecting the transplanted organ.

“We are blessed to have the LVAD,
and, in some cases, it’s better than
a transplant.”
– Dipanjan Banerjee, MD, cardiologist,
Stanford Hospital & Clinics
Life after an LVAD has its downsides,
too. Its primary battery and back-up
batteries must be worn at all times, carried in a specially-modified harness or
vest. A controller goes around the waist.
It can’t handle exposure to moisture,
for obvious reasons. It does put certain
limits on physical activity. And because
it’s a mechanical machine that’s driving a delicate human organ, its settings
must be adjusted to just the right force
and speed.
Jackson considered. “Everyone kept telling me, ‘Mom, it’s your life, whatever
you want to do.’ They left it up to me,”
she said.
“We were just grasping at straws for
anything to keep her alive,” said her
daughter-in-law, Cheryl. “But it had to
be her decision.” But waiting and watching was hard, said Fred Jackson, one of
her two sons and Cheryl’s husband. “She
was going downhill so quick.”
One night, Jackson said, “I was lying in
bed, kind of crying and I said, ‘God, I
can’t take this anymore, whatever you
think I should do, I’ll leave it up to you.’”

She had also had a conversation with
her 6-year-old great-granddaughter,
Peyton. The little girl reminded Jackson
that in that last couple of years, she’d
lost two grandparents and a great-aunt
“and she wanted me to be around,” Jackson said.

A new life
That was enough to persuade Jackson
to okay the LVAD. Her care was directed and supported by a large, multidisciplinary team of professionals. It
was not an easy surgery; her recovery
took weeks. But her family was with
her, helping so much that the Stanford
nurses joked that Jackson’s daughterin-law, Cheryl, should be given an honorary nurse’s license. Peyton and her
brother, 9-year-old Mason, have become
her unofficial guardians, reminding her
about her diet, especially not indulging
in salty foods. Peyton is even more connected to Jackson. She’s learned how to
help her great-grandmother test the batteries and the monitor that is also a part
of the LVAD system.

What excites cardiologists like Banerjee
is the possibility that, with the LVAD
taking the strain off, some patients’
hearts might recover enough to have the
LVAD removed. The next step in heart

“Everything’s been going good.
Dr. Banerjee keeps saying, ‘
People aren’t in your shape
after having this.’”
– Donna Jackson, patient
at Stanford Hospital & Clinics
care may be something that’s more of
a repair than a replacement, Banerjee
said, “a ventricular device that would
allow us to keep as much of the original
tissue and native heart function as possible. It’s always better to have what
Mother Nature gave you.”
The LVAD became a part of Jackson’s
life in late September, and Jackson has
a life that includes most of her previous
activities. She reads on her computer,
does laundry, changes the sheets on her

bed and when the weather is good, goes
for a daily walk with her best friend,
Betty Birdsong. Sometimes they go
shopping. “I do everything for myself,”
she said. “I’ve gotten used to all the
equipment and stuff. And I’m planning
a trip to Hawaii next year.”
She sees Banerjee regularly and
couldn’t speak more highly of him and
all the professionals at Stanford whom
she came to know during her treatment. “I could not find one doctor who
had a bad bedside manner!” she jokes.
“And the nurses treated my family really nicely.”
She would like to go to her water aerobics class again, and has suggested to
Banerjee that perhaps a wet suit might
work. He’s looking into it, she said. A
friend is putting together a backpack
for the batteries that’s a bit more feminine than the black one she currently
wears. “Everything’s been going good,”
she said, and, with a bit of pride, “Dr.
Banerjee keeps saying, ‘People aren’t in
your shape after having this!’”

Norbert von der Groeben

Donna Jackson was not a spry youngster when she began to notice she tired
more easily. But she could still carry
her own groceries in from her car and
she loved her daily water aerobics class.
Her doctors told her they thought it was
bronchitis, then pneumonia and, then,
allergies that were slowing her down.
She was 67, after all, and she had spent
many years nursing her husband before
his death.

What are the symptoms?

How is it treated?

Jackson’s great-grandchildren, Mason, 8, and Peyton, 6, are an important part of her life. And they love storytime with her on her bed. Peyton, in particular, likes to help with
the job of checking the heart pump. Cheryl’s mother, Betty Birdsong, lives near Jackson and the two walk together every day, in part to help with Jackson’s recovery.

Stanford Hospital & Clinics is known worldwide for advanced treatment of complex disorders in areas such as cardiovascular care, cancer
treatment, neurosciences, surgery, and organ transplants. Consistently ranked among the top institutions in the U.S. News & World Report
annual list of “America’s Best Hospitals,” Stanford Hospital & Clinics is internationally recognized for translating medical breakthroughs into the
care of patients. It is part of the Stanford University Medical Center, along with the Stanford University School of Medicine and Lucile Packard
Children’s Hospital at Stanford. For more information, visit stanfordmedicine.org.
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Real Estate Matters
THE IMPACT OF
ESCROW AND PMI

Call Jackie & Richard for
real estate advice.

Richard (650) 566-8033 Realtor, Architect, Contractor
Jackie (650) 855-9700 Realtor, CRS, SRES
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jackie@apr.com richard@apr.com
schoelerman.com DRE # 01092400 DRE # 01413607

OPER

Veronica Weber

schoelerman

As you plan to buy a home,
seek pre-approval for financing so
that you'll know how much home
you can afford and how much to
budget for your monthly mortgage.
Aside from the financed amount,
some other regular expenses associated with homeownership will
also impact your payment amount.
First is homeowner's insurance
that provides protection against fire
and theft. Flood insurance is another beast entirely, and may be required depending on your new
home’s location. Remember that
you can save money by carrying
your auto and homeowners insurance policies with the same company.

Just like insurance, your lender
also collects funds each month for
property taxes. The lender will hold
the insurance and tax funds in escrow until the bills are due to be
paid on your behalf.
Finally, if your down payment
is less than 20 percent of the loan
value, you'll likely pay PMI, or
private mortgage insurance early
on. PMI is insurance for the lender
against your risk of default, and
might add a couple hundred dollars
to your payment.
Don't worry, these costs are
bearable as long as you're prepared
for them and you do your planning
before making your purchase.

Formerly Da Hookah Spot, owned by Bulos “Paul” Zumot, the hookah bar is under new management, with a
new name, Hookah Nites Lounge.
from that point on. Nora Hanafi
said she called Schipsi at 11 a.m.,
(continued from page 15)
but no one picked up and Schipsi
never called her back.
hookah ($1,200) and a kitchen table
The only person other than Zumot
and chairs ($1,980). She asked him
who may have heard Schipsi’s voice
not to come home and to leave the
that afternoon was William Koopcheck under her door.
man, who lives next door to the cotSchipsi also told him several
tage. Koopman said he was outside
times that if he didn’t pay up by 11
his house at around noon on Oct. 15,
a.m., she would call the police. Zu2009, when he heard a voice commot said she made this threat freing from the cottage. He initially
quently, and he didn’t take it serithought it was a voice of a young
ously. But he was still on probation
boy who previously lived in the cotfrom a domestic dispute he had with
tage, but he testified that the voice
Schipsi in March 2008. So at 1:40
might have belonged to a woman.
a.m. that morning, just after Schipsi
Koopman said the voice stopped
threatened to go to the police, he reand started, as if the speaker was
sponded, “No police plz.”
engaged in conversation. The volZumot testified that at the time of
ume was high, but the speaker
this exchange, he was playing poker
wasn’t exactly shouting.
with Chaalan at Bella Luna, a res“It was the kind of voice you’d use
taurant that shared the
if you were to communisame brick building as
cate to someone in the
the hookah café. They
next room,” he said.
‘U
turned
part
of
my
heart
black.
finished shortly after 2
When Al Suwaidi rea.m., went back to the
Stay the f--- away so I can regain ceived a text message
café to count the money
from Schipsi’s phone at
my happiness and satisfaction.’
and then headed back to
12:48 p.m. that afternoon,
the house. Zumot said
he became suspicious. The
— text message from Jennifer Schipsi to Paul
he still felt at that time
previous night, as Schipsi
Zumot hours before her death in October 2009
that Schipsi’s behavior
was walking home from
was “not a big deal,” but
Da Hookah Spot, Al Suhe asked Chaalan to call
waidi sent her a message,
Schipsi and tell her they’re coming presso ...,” she wrote at 11:12 a.m.
“Why is he pissed at me?” referring
home. He also asked Chaalan to folDuring the murder investigation, to Zumot’s behavior in the car. He
low him home.
police recovered five more text mes- and Schipsi then had a phone con“I knew Jennifer was upset, and I sages that were sent from Schipsi’s versation in which she told him
didn’t want to go back to the house phone that day. Investigators believe about her fight with Zumot.
and make things worse,” Zumot said the last four were all authored by
Now, nearly 14 hours after he sent
on the witness stand. “I put him in Zumot after he strangled Schipsi her that message, he received a reas the middleman.”
and took possession of her phone. sponse from her phone: “He is not
By the time Zumot and Chaalan But no one at the trial disputed that he was drunk last night.”
arrived at the cottage at about 2:30 it was Schipsi who wrote the text
It wasn’t just the timing that made
a.m., Schipsi was already in bed. message to Zumot at 11: 14 a.m.
Al Suwaidi suspicious. Schipsi, a
She declined to leave the bedroom
“I’m going to SJPD to file charges real-estate agent, was constantly
even after Zumot sent her a message by 3 if my check is not here,” the on her iPhone, calling and texting
at 2:36 a.m. saying, “Come out plz.” message read.
friends and clients. Al Suwaidi said
Six minutes later, he sent her anothhe and Schipsi exchanged hundreds
olice believe Zumot stran- of texts. He knew Schipsi liked to
er message: “This is not fair.”
gled Schipsi some time in the fill her texts with slang and abbreIn his testimony, Zumot mainnext hour. Her texts to Zumot viations, and he thought the mestained that he and Schipsi made up
shortly after he returned to the cot- suddenly stop and, as Deputy Dis- sage he received that afternoon was
tage from Da Hookah Spot. After trict Attorney Charles Gillingham too formal.
Chaalan left, Zumot said Schipsi pointed out during the trial, none
“It’s not her writing,” he testicame out of the bedroom to use the of Schipsi’s friends heard from her fied.

Final hours

restroom and he coughed to get her
attention.
“I said, ‘I’m sorry,’ and we sat
down and started talking,” Zumot
testified.
He said she requested a hookah,
and he prepared one for them to
smoke. He also went back to the
car to pick up the birthday cake. He
said they “smoked, talked and had
a great time.” He also testified that
at about 3:40 a.m., they had sex and
recorded it on Schipsi’s iPhone, as
was their custom (police later found
the recording on her phone). Zumot
said they went to bed at 4:20 a.m.
The make-up apparently didn’t
last long. At about 11 a.m., Schipsi
resumed her angry texts to Zumot to
demand her money.
“I am serious BRING me my f--ing check and I will go buy a ess-
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BREAK FREE OF THE

Diet/Binge

Cycle

FINALLY THE PROGRAM TO:
s %ND THE BATTLE WITH EMOTIONAL OVEREATING
s ,OSE PAINFUL POUNDS NATURALLY
s ,EARN TO FEEL BETTER ABOUT YOURSELF
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AND COME TO PEACE WITH YOUR BODY
/UR  SESSION SYSTEMATIC PROGRAM COMBINES BEHAVIORAL
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BEHAVIORS AND THOUGHT PATTERNS IN A SAFE AND DISCREET
ENVIRONMENT WHERE YOU 7),, GET POSITIVE RESULTS

Call us today at
650.833.9892 to schedule a
free consultation!
Veronica Weber

Palo Alto police Agent Dan Ryan speaks during a press conference announcing the arrest of Bulos “Paul”
Zumot in the death of his girlfriend, Jennifer Marie Schipsi, as well as arson, on Oct. 19, 2009.
Al Suwaidi assumed the mes- he kept going, possibly triggering They moved into the Addison Avsage was written by Zumot, who he the angry reaction reflected in her enue cottage and took a trip to Lake
knew was sore at him for missing texts that morning. His trip proved Camanche. Photos from the trip,
the Dishdash party. Zumot, in fact, fruitless because he couldn’t find which were shown during the trial,
wrote him a text message the previ- parking outside the police station. showed both of them outdoors and
ous evening, admonishing him for He returned to the cottage, he testi- smiling, his arm around her.
not calling and wishing him a happy fied.
Zumot said he assumed everybirthday. Al Suwaidi replied that he
Schipsi was still in bed when he thing was normal between them on
wanted to say it in person. When he got back home, Zumot said. He lift- Oct. 15. He testified that when he
received a text message from Schip- ed weights, exercised with his jump- got back home, Schipsi was still in
si’s phone the following
bed so he left the latte
afternoon, he thought
on the nightstand next
he recognized Zumot’s
to her. He said they
‘Ur a cancer and u know it. ... I have spoke briefly and she
style and assumed Zumot was trying to make
told him she planned
2 get u out of my life @ any price.
amends.
to see her mother and
“I thought it was
Endemann later that
— text messages from Paul Zumot to Jennifer
Paul,” Al Suwaidi
day. According to his
Schipsi in March 2008
testified. “I thought
timeline, that was their
he wanted to become
last conversation.
friends again.”
Zumot testified that
Al Suwaidi then sent another mes- rope, had a sandwich and a bottle of after dropping off the latte he resage to Schipsi’s phone: “I called water, played on his computer for a turned to the police station, this
him 10 times and he’s still not an- bit and then drove to the station for time parking in a yellow zone. He
swering.” Seconds later, he received the second time. Again, there was picked up the police report, which
a response, “He is in San Jose with no parking so he returned to the cot- concerned a complaint he said he
his attorney I believe.” This mes- tage. On the way back, he stopped made against Hisham Ghanma. It
sage was also written in a tone that by Peet’s Coffee and Tea to pick up was just after 1 p.m. He then went
Al Suwaidi felt was too formal to the latte Schipsi asked for.
back to the café to make sure evThe angry texts didn’t deter erything was in order before his
be Schipsi’s.
“They’re different,” Al Suwaidi him. Zumot said there was nothing Palm Desert trip. He made a list of
testified. “If you have them as strange about Schipsi getting mad at items he would need to buy for that
him and then forgiving him. Their weekend, checked the surveillance
friends, you know.”
Schipsi’s best friend, Roy Ende- rocky relationship was marked by systems and counted the money. He
mann, also received a text from her numerous break-ups, make-ups, took a quick drive to a gas station to
phone that afternoon. The message, restraining orders and police com- fill up his Range Rover. He then rewhich phone records indicate went plaints, some of which were later turned to Da Hookah Spot, smoked
out at 12:24 p.m., said, “How are recanted.
a hookah and spent some time on
One heated dispute occurred on his computer.
you.” It was almost identical to the
message Schipsi sent Endemann the Aug. 24, 2009. Schipsi called Palo
Throughout the day, he said he was
previous afternoon, minutes after he Alto police that afternoon after Zu- wearing a hooded Guess sweatshirt
was out of surgery. The only differ- mot allegedly threatened her life — a factor that Gillingham said exence was that in the earlier message and called her obscenities, officers plains why police officers observed
testified at the trial. Schipsi also a lack of scratches and bruises on
Schipsi wrote, “How r u.”
At 1:47 p.m. Schipsi’s phone re- told Palo Alto officers that Zumot his body when they interviewed him
ceived a message from Zumot. “Can had a “shady thought process” and later that night.
an “infatuation with murder.” She
you call me plz,” Zumot wrote.
Phone records indicate that shortly
asked for an emergency restraining after 2:30 p.m., Zumot left the café
ulos Zumot said he last saw order, which was granted. She also and took off for San Jose, where
Schipsi around noon that told Palo Alto Officer Jared Monroe he was scheduled to take a courtafternoon. In his version that Zumot “planned to burn down ordered domestic-violence class. On
of events, Schipsi was still in bed his business in Palo Alto and collect his way to the class, he stopped in
when he went to the Palo Alto po- the insurance money,” according to Mountain View to buy some Torani
lice station at 11 a.m. to pick up a police report.
syrup from his cousin’s warehouse,
a police report. On his way out,
By mid-September, however, Zu- Earthly Delights Gourmet Foods.
Schipsi asked him for a hug but mot and Schipsi were back together. He made another stop at the Res-

B

Gale Iguchi,
Counselor

A CARING APPROACH TO OUT-OF-CONTROL EATING

-ENLO 0ARK #!  s www.hungryheart.org

MORE
yarn,
needles,
books
& supplies
than you’ve
EVER seen!
FREE special
events,
1-HOUR
Market Sessions
& MORE!
BRING THIS COUPON WITH YOU

$2 Off

FRI

10-6

SAT

SUN

10-6

10-4

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

Market Admission
Good for $2 off Market Admission for every
person in your group!

Advance tickets, directions, and details
at KnittingUniverse.com/Wtickets
Online
or bring this coupon to purchase
Promo Code:
your tickets at the door!
$8 for a single day
Multiple-day discounts available

PA

*>ÊÌÊ7iiÞÊUÊiLÀÕ>ÀÞÊ£n]ÊÓä££ÊU Page 19

NOTICE OF A PUBLIC MEETING
of the Palo Alto
Planning & Transportation Commission
Please be advised the Planning and Transportation Commission (P&TC)
shall conduct a special meeting at 6:00 PM, Wednesday, March
2, 2011 in the Civic Center, Council Chambers, 1st Floor, 250 Hamilton
Avenue, Palo Alto, California. Any interested persons may appear and
be heard on these items.
Staff reports for agendized items are available via the City’s main website at www.cityofpaloalto.org. and also at the Planning Division
Front Desk, 5th Floor, City Hall, after 2:00 PM on the Friday preceding
the meeting date. Copies will be made available at the Development
Center should City Hall be closed on the 9/80 Friday.

1.

Stanford University Medical Center: Recommendation to
City Council to certify the Final Environmental Impact Report (Final
EIR) for the Stanford University Medical Center Facilities Renewal
and Replacement Project, including a statement of Findings that
the Final EIR complies with the California Environmental Quality
Act.

Questions. Any questions regarding the above applications, please
contact the Planning Department at (650) 329-2440. The ﬁles relating
to these items are available for inspection weekdays between the hours
of 8:00 AM to 5:00 PM. This public meeting is televised live on Government Access Channel 26.
ADA. The City of Palo Alto does not discriminate against individuals
with disabilities. To request accommodations to access City facilities,
services or programs, to participate at public meetings, or to learn more
about the City’s compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act of
1990 (ADA), please contact the City’s ADA Coordinator at 650.329.2550
(voice) or by e-mailing ada@cityofpaloalto.org.
***
Curtis Williams, Director of Planning and
Community Environment

NOTICE OF A PUBLIC MEETING
of the City of Palo Alto
Architectural Review Board (ARB)
8:30 A.M., Thursday, March 3, 2011 Palo Alto Council
Chambers, 1st Floor, Civic Center, 250 Hamilton Avenue. Go to
the Development Center at 285 Hamilton Avenue to review filed
documents; contact Alicia Spotwood for information regarding
business hours at 650-617-3168.
4073 El Camino Real [10PLN-00460]- Request by Ken Hayes
on behalf of Eton Capital for Architectural Review of one new
three-story mixed use building. Application includes a Design
Enhancement Exception (DEE). Zone District: CN. Environmental
Assessment: An initial study/ Negative Declaration has been
prepared.
145 Hamilton Avenue [11PLN-00019]: Request by Joseph
Bellomo Architects, on behalf of 575 High Street LLC, for
Architectural Review for facade improvements for an existing
office building. Zone: CD-C(GF)(P). Environmental Assessment:
Exempt from the provisions of (CEQA) per section 15301 (Existing
Facilities).
800 Pasteur Welch Road [10PLN-00416]: Request by WRNS
Studio on behalf of Stanford University Lands and Buildings
for Architectural Review of the replacement of a 3 story 25,534
sq. ft. building with a new 3 story 30,967 sq. ft. building and
associated site improvements. The project also includes a
landscape reserve in lieu of 49 parking spaces. Zone District
MOR. Environmental Assessment: An initial study/Negative
Declaration has been prepared.
180 El Camino Real [11PLN-00004]: Request by D.A. Levy &
Assoc. for Urban Outfitters on behalf of the Board of Trustees
to the Leland Stanford Junior University for Architectural Review
of a new storefront and one new illuminated wall sign at the
Stanford Shopping Center. Zone District CC. Environmental
Assessment: Exempt from the provisions of CEQA, 15301
(Existing Facilities).
Amy French
Manager of Current Planning
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taurant Depot in Sunnyvale, but
he testified that he left the supply
store empty-handed because the line
was too long. Surveillance footage
shows him leaving the Sunnyvale
supply store at 3:35 p.m.
When Fernando Alcoba arrived
to teach his domestic-abuse class
in San Jose at about 3:45 p.m., he
saw Zumot waiting outside the
classroom, a phone in his hand. At
around that time, phone records
show that Zumot made eight phone
calls to his landlord, John Eckland,
whose house is located in the back
of the Addison Avenue property.
When he finally got through, Zumot asked Eckland if he received
the rent check.
Eckland said he thought the call
was “odd.” He testified that he had Days after the murder and fire, flowers were placed in front of 969
already spoken to Zumot about the Addison Ave., Palo Alto, in memory of Jennifer Schipsi.
rent check the previous day and assured him that he received it. When
“I know it was him because our til the following morning. But as she
Zumot reached him at 3 p.m., Eck- eyes met when he was speeding and Eckland saw additional police
land reaffirmed his earlier state- down our block,” Scholpp said.
cruisers and fire engines arriving at
ment, he said.
the scene, they began to get suspiohn Eckland recalled that he cious.
“I told him, reassuringly, ‘Yes!’”
left his house at precisely 6:25
Eckland testified.
“We wondered why there’s so
p.m. to pick up his father, Herb, much commotion about the fire, so
Zumot’s phone remained busy
during the class. At about 5 p.m., he for their customary Thursday din- we began to speculate,” Salomon
sent a text to his friend Joe Marti- ner. Their friend, Eden Salomon, said.
nez to tell him that he planned to would join them that evening, as
alo Alto Fire Captain Carter
propose to Schipsi that weekend would her daughter and another
French was the first person to
and asked for his support. He also friend, Herb Brams.
spot the body. The bedroom
Salomon once lived in the cottage
acknowledged on the witness stand
that while in class he deleted dozens in front of Eckland’s house, and she was filled with smoke when French
of text messages that Schipsi had still felt “a little sentimental” about crawled toward the bed wearing a
sent him the previous night and that her former home, she testified. She self-contained breathing apparatus
morning — including the messages arrived shortly before 6:30 p.m. — the firefighter’s heavy-duty resin which she threatened to go to the Eckland and his father drove up a pirator. He saw the bed through the
heavy smoke. As he neared it, he
few minutes later.
police.
The party went inside and the saw the victim.
Alcoba said he noticed Zumot
French said his first reaction was
seemed “a lot more relaxed” in pre- guests began to chat when lights
vious classes than he was on Oct. began to flicker and a man started to grab the body and pull it toward
15, 2009. He also noticed something banging on the door. That man, him. He moved it about six inches
different about Zumot’s appear- Daren Beaumont, told Salomon the and noticed that it was completely
cottage was on fire. Beaumont testi- incinerated.
ance.
“It definitely met the criteria for
“He wasn’t shaved that day and his fied that he was driving down Adhair wasn’t groomed as normal. He dison when he noticed smoke under establishing death,” French testified.
looked tired,” Alcoba
The following morning,
testified. “He told me
Barbara Maxwell, a special
it was his birthday. He
‘Jenniferrr!!!
Where
are
you???’
agent for fire investigation
was up all night.”
with the Bureau of Alcohol,
About 30 minutes
— text from Jennifer Schipsi’s friend
Tobacco, Firearms and Exafter Zumot’s class
Heather Winters on Oct. 15, 2009
plosives, would spot several
began in San Jose,
signs that suggested to her
Schipsi’s phone rethat the victim died before
ceived its final text
of the day. The message was from the eaves of the cottage. He parked the fire. The body’s position — suhis car, approached the cottage and pine across the middle bed, with one
Schipsi’s friend, Heather Winters.
“Jenniferrr!!! Where are you???” banged on the door. There was no leg bent and a hand raised in a “puresponse.
gilistic manner” — was “unique for
it read.
He then tried the large house in a fire scene,” Maxwell testified.
usie Scholpp said she was the back. Salomon answered the
Maxwell also noticed a melted
in front of her Lincoln Av- door. He told her the cottage was red plastic object that appeared to
enue home at a little after burning, and they each grabbed a be a remnant from a gasoline can.
6 p.m., unloading groceries from garden hose and ran to the cottage. As the body was lifted up, she noher car. She testified that she saw At that point, Beaumont said, win- ticed a “distinct smell of gasoline”
a car speeding down her block — a dow glass was exploding and smoke emitting from the body, especially
sight that always upset her. Scholpp was “bellowing out of the windows near the hair.
had approached the city in the past and under the eaves.” Salomon said
“We determined the fire was inabout installing speedbumps in her she was approaching the cottage tentionally set in incendiary nature,”
quiet residential neighborhood, but when the two windows “burst out” Maxwell testified.
to no avail.
and “flame and smoke started comInvestigating officers also noticed
She turned around and looked at ing out.”
that the front right burner on the gas
the driver, making “direct eye conJohn Eckland, who was upstairs stove in the kitchen was missing its
tact.”
when Beaumont banged on the door, protective covering and had a piece
“My eyes were following him,” quickly joined them and comman- of foil around it. The gas switch on
Scholpp testified. “I was pretty deered one of the garden hoses — the burner was turned on high. This
much giving a glare as the person spraying water through one broken led them to believe the perpetrator
was speeding down the block.”
window while Salomon dowsed wanted the house to disintegrate in
Scholpp, whose home is located the burning bedroom through the a natural-gas explosion after the fire
a block away from the Addison Av- other.
was set.
enue cottage, testified she was “100
Police said the fire was reported
The coroner’s office later confirmed
percent” sure the man was Zumot. at 6:39 p.m. By the time firefighters Maxwell’s determination that the vicThree months after the speeding in- arrived, the fire was largely extin- tim died before the fire. According to
cident, she saw Zumot’s photo in a guished. Salomon testified that she the coroner’s report, the hyoid bone
newspaper and called the police.
didn’t learn about the dead body un- in Schipsi’s windpipe was crushed,

Shawn Fender
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suggesting strangulation. Also, her
lungs didn’t contain any soot, which
suggested that she was no longer alive
when the fire started.
Minutes later, the quiet block was
swarming with firefighters and police officers.

phone calling. One was Craig Robertson, who lived across the hall
from Schipsi’s apartment in San
Jose’s Santana Row. Robertson recalled on the witness stand an incident in which Schipsi came over for
a glass of wine. He said her phone
went off more than 100 times that
little more than a mile
evening, and she told him it was her
away, Zumot entered Da
boyfriend calling.
Hookah Spot at 6:47 p.m.,
Hanafi said Zumot was “obsesa surveillance tape from the café
sive” about texting Schipsi. Martinez
showed. He paced around for a minalso recalled Zumot’s persistence
ute and settled on a sofa near the
when it came to calls and texts.
café entrance on Ramona. Footage
“That’s Paul’s personality,” Marshowed him sitting and smoking a
tinez testified. “He’d call and text a
hookah. A café employee walked
lot — even me. He’d call 10 times
up to him, and they
until I’d answer. That
chatted briefly. Zumot
was his personality. It
took a few more drags ‘His silence yells louder than anything was distracting and anand exhaled clouds of
noying, but you acceptsmoke. At 6:50 p.m.,
he could’ve said at the witness stand, ed it because it’s part of
he got a call that lasted
his personality.”
“I murdered Jennifer.”’
12 seconds. He quickly
In his closing arguwalked out.
ment, Gillingham re— Deputy District Attorney
called several episodes
Charles Gillingham
oe Martinez spoke
in which Zumot flooded
to Zumot several
Schipsi with calls and
times on the day of
text messages. Zumot’s
the fire. Martinez, a deputy sheriff Martinez and asked him for help.
silence that evening was “deafenat the Monterey County Sheriff’s
“He said his house was on fire, ing” and “damning,” Gillingham
Office, testified that he met Zu- and he wanted me to come down to told the jury.
mot at a San Jose gym in 2007, and Palo Alto. I thought it was random,
“His silence yells louder than
they quickly became close friends. and he sounded really scared and re- anything he could’ve said at the witHe and Zumot were neighbors, ally panicked,” Martinez testified.
ness stand, ‘I murdered Jennifer,’”
and they regularly worked out and
During that conversation, Zumot Gillingham said.
smoked hookah together, he said. also recounted his actions that aftert about 9 p.m. that evening,
Martinez later invested more than noon. Martinez said Zumot recalled
Zumot returned to the Palo
$70,000 in Zumot’s hookah café in going to the Restaurant Depot and
Alto police station. An offiSan Jose, becoming a partner in the to his domestic-violence class. He
business. He said he called Zumot said Zumot told him he then went cer asked him to come in to answer
“Bulos” when they discussed busi- from the class straight to the hookah a few questions.
During his interview with deness and “Paul” when they spoke shop.
as friends.
Early the next morning, Zumot tectives Aaron Sunseri and Brian
On at least one occasion, Zumot called him again, Martinez testified. Philip, Zumot acknowledged that he
used Martinez as a shield against This time, his account of the previ- and Schipsi had argued the previous
Schipsi’s threats. On March 14, ous day’s actions was slightly differ- night. He also told the officers that
2008, the couple had a dispute out- ent. Martinez said Zumot told him evening about the messages from
side a Starbucks in San Jose, which that between the domestic-violence Schipsi he had deleted earlier that
ended with Zumot spitting at Schipsi and the hookah cafe, he stopped by day.
After the interview, police seized
and kicking her Mercedes, damag- the cottage and saw Schipsi sleepZumot’s clothing, according to a reing its grill.
ing.
port from Sunseri. Four days later,
When Schipsi threatened to call
umot remained near the cor- an accelerant-sniffing dog alerted
the police that morning, Zumot redoned-off scene of the fire on both of his shoes, his socks,
plied, “I will come w jo. He is gonna
for the next two hours. He his pants and his sweatshirt. An
help me carry da stuff. Yeah call da
police wen jo w me.” Zumot alleged- told a police officer he was worried analysis by the Bureau of Alcohol,
ly flooded her with 88 text messages about his girlfriend and asked if he Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives
that day and sent her hundreds more could get into the cottage. The of- later proved less conclusive. The foin the next two days. On March 17, ficer, Agent Craig Lee, advised him rensic examination could not idenshe applied for a restraining order against going in and told him to try tify ignitable liquids on his sweatshirt, jeans or socks, an ATF report
and cited Zumot’s “I will come w calling Schipsi.
Lee recalled seeing Zumot mak- shows. The lab found gasoline on
jo” message in her application.
Later that afternoon, he sent her ing a series of phone calls from the Zumot’s shoes, but the report noted
two more messages that the pros- scene and looking upset. He said he that the shoes often contain petroleum products.
ecutor would later cite as evidence didn’t see Zumot cry.
Phone records indicate that Zumot
Zumot said he stayed at the station
of how toxic the relationship had
become. “Ur a cancer and u know made a series of phone calls from well past 1 a.m. that night and felt
it,” he wrote at 1:02 p.m. “I have 2 the perimeter of the fire scene, in- hungry and tired.
“I was out of it. I was shocked.
get u out of my life @ any price,” he cluding the one to Martinez and one
to Eckland at about 7 p.m. He asked I couldn’t believe it,” Zumot testiadded an hour later.
“He has mentioned several times Eckland if Schipsi’s white BMW fied.
Four days later, on Oct. 19, Zuthat there is nothing I can do be- was parked outside the cottage, and
cause his best friend, Joe Martinez, Eckland said it was. He also called mot arrived at Da Hookah Spot at
is a police officer and that he (Zu- Da Hookah Spot and spoke to a cafe around 5 p.m. and received a call
mot) has family members employed employee, Ahmed Alaghbash. He from Sunseri, the lead investigator.
by the FBI, and if I contact the law I asked him about Schipsi. Alaghbash Zumot said he looked outside and
said he hadn’t seen her, according to saw a “big number” of police offiwill regret it,” Schipsi wrote.
cers outside the café. They pulled
The friendship between Zumot a police report.
Zumot called Schipsi two times out their guns, told him he was unand Martinez began to cool off in
the fall of 2008 — around the time around the time of the fire, but he der arrest, handcuffed him and esSchipsi and Zumot resumed their didn’t text her that evening. During corted him into a police cruiser. N
Staff Writer Gennady Sheyner
relationship after a brief period of the trial, the prosecution characterseparation. Martinez testified that ized his behavior that evening as can be e-mailed at gsheyner@
he didn’t like the “drama” sur- strange, given Zumot’s tendency to paweekly.com.
rounding the relationship and asked send texts and make phone calls by
Zumot if he could buy out his share the dozens.
About the cover:
During the trial, several witnesses
in the café. Zumot ended up buying
Design by Shannon Corey.
testified about Zumot’s obsessive
Martinez out.

A

The two remained on collegial
terms. On the afternoon of Oct. 15,
2009, Zumot sent Martinez a text
message from his domestic-violence
class, telling him about his plans to
propose to Schipsi. He knew Martinez and Schipsi didn’t like each
other, and he asked Martinez for his
support. They exchanged seven text
messages while Zumot was in class.
Zumot also continued to value
Martinez’s police expertise. Shortly
after 7 p.m., after receiving the call
about his burning home, he stood
a block away from the cottage and
watched police and fire investigators swarm his house. He called
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Weight Loss Mineral
Body Wrap

Lose 10-30 inches
2055 Grant Rd., #100, Los Altos
650-390-9727
bayareahealthspa.com

SATURDAY, MARCH 12, 2011

15th Annual Juana Run
A fun family and competitive road race with events for
all ages. A complimentary pancake breakfast for all
8K participants immediately follows the race.

EVENTS:

UÊnÊ>ÌÊn\ÎäÊ>]Ê£iÊ££\£äÊ>
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LOCATION: Juana Briones Elementary School, Palo Alto
PARKING: Gunn High School (780 Arastradero Rd. Palo Alto)
CONTACT: Juana Run, 3530 Whitsell St., Palo Alto, CA 94306
RACE HOTLINE: (650) 599-3434
ON-LINE REGISTRATION: www.JuanaRun.org
EMAIL: juanarun@aol.com
COST: 8K race $25 before 2/14/2011; $30 before 3/4/2011; $35 race day
1-mile race $15 before 2/14/2011; $20 before 3/4/2011; $25 race day
Kids races $10 before 2/14/2011; $13 before 3/4/2011; $15 race day

Entry includes a t-shirt, ﬁnisher ribbon (kids), age group prizes,
rafﬂe and free food and drink. Scholarships are available for kids races.

15th Anniversary
FOUNDATION FOR A COLLEGE EDUCATION

&
Community

Gala

Forum

Community Forum

Gala

Be inspired by keynote
speakers Cornel West
and Miriam Rivera in
conversation on the topic:
“Access, Success, Impact:
How low-income students
of color succeed in college
and beyond.”

Garden Court Hotel, Palo Alto
Saturday, March 5th
6pm Cocktail Reception
7 pm Dinner and Program
Complimentary valet parking

Memorial Auditorium
Saturday March 5th,
1:00-2:30pm
Students: $5
General Admission: $15

Speakers:
Cornel West & Miriam Rivera
Honorees:
Joanna and L.W. “Laurie” Liston,
Bernard A. Newcomb Foundation,
Stephen Player
Master of Ceremonies:
State Senator Joe Simitian

For more information:
650.322.5048 or www.CollegeFoundation.org
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Arts & Entertainment
A weekly guide to music, theater, art, movies and more, edited by Rebecca Wallace

A Palo Alto High School diver is more than intent in a photo by Allie Shorin, one of the Paly photographers (she has since graduated) whose work
is now being shown at the Oshman Family Jewish Community Center.

K]bb]b[Yach]cb
A

The exhibition was organized by independent curator Simcha Moyal, parent of one of the Viking photographers,
in appreciation of the effort the young
photographers were putting forth in
light of their academic demands.
The unusual aspect of these photographs is that they capture what most
people don’t see: the facial expression
of an athlete in his or her moment, says
Allie Shorin, one of the Paly photographers who has since graduated. Normally, when watching a sports game
on a TV screen or from the stands, a
viewer would concentrate on the action,
and not see the close-up.
The photographer remedies this problem. A subtle presence hiding behind
the lens of the camera, the photographer
has the capacity to become more immediate, to zoom, and capture a subject’s unaware expression. In a sense,
the photographer is an adventurer, the
first person to see the moment and to
disseminate it to the public.
In their public lives, teenagers are

From left, Ali Kershner and Brandon Dukovic, two of the Paly photographers
whose work is now being displayed. Kershner is pictured shooting a girls’
basketball game, while Dukovic is at a boys’ soccer game.
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Veronica Weber

by Zohra Ashpari
young swimmer with arms outstretched gasps for breath; a track
player serenely and precisely
moves his limbs over the high jump;
and a young baseball player stares in
concentration, or some other deep, unnamed feeling.
“Not everyone is interested in sports,
but everyone is interested in human
emotion,” says Ali Kershner, a Palo
Alto High School student photographer.
“These photographs transcend boundaries. I want people to say, ‘Wow, that’s
what sports can do to somebody emotionally.’ That’s how much it means to
them.”
She’s referring to a new exhibition of
student photography that includes these
athletic images. The show runs through
early June at the Oshman Family Jewish Community Center in Palo Alto,
highlighting photos by Kershner and
other photographers from Paly’s sports
magazine, the Viking. The subjects are
Paly athletes.

Veronica Weber
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FRAME SHOW

Saturday, March 5, 11am-5pm

Katie Maser swims with focus in a photo by Allie Shorin.

Featuring Gotti and Francois Pinton Eyewear
Open 7 Days A Week
Joanne Hu, OD - VSP Provider - 650.321.3382
2750 Middlefield Road, Midtown Palo Alto
www.ubereyes.com
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Football players Will Glazier and T.J. Braff hug in a photo by Ali Kershner.
engaged in a type of social performance, dressing or speaking a
certain way, conforming to social
codes. But when playing sports, an
athlete needs to concentrate on the
action. “You can’t give up focus to
being self-conscious,” photographer
and athlete Brandon Dukovic says.
Katie Maser, a swimmer and
subject of one of Shorin’s photos,
says: “When I hit the water, I’m not
really thinking, just acting. I feel
the pain on my face. Water is pain.
The butterfly is a hard stroke and
what’s going through my mind is,
‘Just finish.’”
In sport, thoughts are simple: Finish, get the ball, defend. The feeling
of the body can become so intense
that it drowns out the possibility of
more complicated awareness. What
the viewer sees in these photos are
raw emotions and teenagers engaging in a most natural state, where
what matters is physical ability and
endurance.
“There are the stereotypes of
teenagers as pretentious, immature,
but when you see these photos, you
get a better insight into their personalities — that they are capable
of serious feeling and that they are
all determined, driven to be the best
in their sport,” Dukovic says.
Photography can also yield unex-

pected results. In one of the pictures
currently on display, Shorin, aiming to capture a swimmer’s magnificent arc at the onset of diving,
instead catches him in the middle
of it. He’s forming a tight “V” in the
air, and his expression is a mixture
of surprise, fear and something indescribable.
Although the players can be unpredictable on the field, the photographers often plan their methods
out carefully. Lighting and the photographer’s position to the ground
are taken into consideration, as
well as a focus on game-changing
moments. Some photographers often hone in on the ball and capture
movements and expressions as they
unfold around it.
Viking photographers says that
having an athletic background gives
them an edge in their art, because
they know how the game is played
out, and how players may react in
certain situations.
“Breathing is very important in
swimming. When someone is doing the butterfly, it’s more interesting to get a shot from the front
so you can see the intensity of the
face,” Shorin says.
Not all contributors from the Viking are athletes. Some are more
artistically inclined, such as Talia

Moyal, who says: “I like the reflections on the basketball court and
work with lighting and contrast
to enhance them. I try to find the
beauty within.”
Although interpreting the lines
of the face and the set of the eyes
as certain emotion is a subjective
experience, there are core essences
of feeling that everyone seems to
understand.
Simcha Moyal, Talia’s mother,
interprets a photo that has stayed
with her, the one of Katie Maser,
butterflier in the water.
“She seems to be working hard to
swim forward, to reach the goal that
is in front of her, to deal with the
world in front of her,” Moyal says.
“The strong power of her arms will
help her achieve that goal.” N

    
 $      

What: An exhibit of sports photography by Palo Alto High School
students
Where: Richard and Rhoda Goldman
Sports and Wellness Complex, Oshman Family Jewish Community Center, 3291 Fabian Way, Palo Alto
When: Through early June. Exhibition
hours are Monday through Thursday
from 5 to 10:30 p.m., Fridays from 5
to 9 p.m. and weekends from 7 to 8
p.m.
Cost: Free
Info: Go to paloaltojcc.org or call Jennifer Landucci at 650-223-8664.
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Arts & Entertainment

On stage at Stanford
Stegner fellows see their short stories and poems
turned into theatrical staged readings

K

participants get to focus on their
writing without curricular requirements, other than workshop attendance. “We just have the time to
work,” Quade said. “It’s a tremendous luxury.”
JoAnne Winter, co-artistic director of Word for Word, said she was
extremely pleased when Stanford
Lively Arts director Jenny Bilfield
and Stanford faculty member Tobias Wolff suggested staging stories
by Stegner fellows.
“We’re really thrilled to have this
opportunity to work with the cutting edge of American fiction and
poetry,” she said.
Besides “The Five Wounds,”
other works that will be on stage
Feb. 26 are: “Love Poem” by Miriam Bird Greenberg; “Diagnosis”
by Keetje Kuipers; “Never-Never
Time,” “Heritage” and “Seven” by

Jose Mercado

by Rebecca Wallace
irstin Valdez Quade’s short
story “The Five Wounds” is
set in a New Mexico ranching town. In 2009, the story made
it to the big city in the pages of the
New Yorker.
Next week, the tale takes to the
California stage. The gritty story of
a man playing Jesus in his town’s
Passion Week ritual will be performed by actors as a staged reading at Stanford’s Dinkelspiel Auditorium.
The event is under the auspices of
the San Francisco-based Word for
Word Performing Arts Company,
whose actors perform short stories
and poems. The Feb. 26 staged readings highlight the Stegner Fellowships in Stanford’s Creative Writing
Program; all five fiction writers and
poets are current fellows.
During the two-year fellowships,

Wallace Stegner, for whom the
Stegner Fellowships are named.
Justin Torres; and several poems by
Matthew Siegal.
Various directors have been enlisted for the project. “The Five
Wounds” is led by TheatreWorks
casting director Leslie Martinson,
who has also directed several TheatreWorks productions.
Word for Word, which Winter
co-founded with Susan Harloe in
1993, often turns stories into fully

$<HDU/RQJ([SORUDWLRQ

produced plays, with costumes,
props, lighting, sound and so forth.
The upcoming Stanford production
will be more informal, consisting of
script-in-hand staged readings.
“It’s an exploration of these pieces, the idea being that perhaps if
one or more of them works and is
intriguing, we might take it to the
next level,” Winter said.
Regardless of the level of formality of productions, Word for Word
always makes sure that actors speak
every word of the text — which includes descriptions of their own
characters, the “he said” and “she
said,” and everything else.
This can get pretty vivid in such
cases as “The Five Wounds,” in
which Amadeo, who plays Jesus,
is described in the text as “pockmarked and bad-toothed, hair
shaved close to a scalp scarred
from fights, roll of skin where skull
meets thick neck.”
“We’ve done stories that have had
almost no dialogue in them. You
can make dialogue out of narrative,” Winter said. “The characters
will say what’s happening to them
while it’s happening to them. You
also get to speak the subtext.”
She added: “Some actors come to
it really naturally, and some actors
struggle with it. It’s like doing a different language, or Shakespeare.”
Word for Word has been to Stanford before. Past productions include several stories by Wolff, who
is on the company’s authors’ council along with Amy Tan, Armistead
Maupin, Barbara Kingsolver and
others.
Still, this is the first time the company has staged works by Stegner
fellows. Quade, for one, said she is
very much looking forward to seeing her story on stage.
“As a writer, I spend a lot of time
thinking about the words that I put
on the page,” she said. “To have
somebody look at it that closely,
closely enough to perform it, it’s
sort of an honor.” N

What: Word for Word Performing Arts
Company stages theatrical readings
of Stegner fellows’ short stories and
poems, presented by Stanford Lively
Arts
Where: Dinkelspiel Auditorium, Stanford Lively Arts
When: Saturday, Feb. 26, at 8 p.m.
Cost: $20 general and $10 for Stanford students. Discounts are available
for groups, other students and people
ages 18 and under.
Info: Go to livelyarts.stanford.edu or
call 650-725-ARTS.

TheatreWorks’ new
season announced
Three world premieres are
part of TheatreWorks’ 2011-2012
season, which was announced
this week. The season starts in
July with the new indie-rock
musical “Fly By Night,” and
also includes the premieres of
the post-Hurricane Katrina drama “Clementine in the Lower 9”
in October, and the GrooveLily
musical “Wheelhouse” in June
2012. For the full story, go to
PaloAltoOnline.com.

A&E DIGEST
BIG JAZZ BAND ... Gunn
High School junior Omree
Gal-Oz has been tapped
to perform with the Jazz
Band of America, an honor
ensemble that will play as
part of the Music for All National Festival. Gal-Oz is set
to perform with the national
band on March 18 at Butler
University in Indianapolis.
A pianist, he performs with
groups including the SFJAZZ
High School All-Stars band.
Music for All is an Indianapolis nonprofit organization advocating for expanded music
programs in schools and
other communities.

PALO ALTO CITY COUNCIL



CIVIC CENTER, 250 HAMILTON AVENUE
BROADCAST LIVE ON KZSU, FM 90.1
CABLECAST LIVE ON GOVERNMENT ACCESS
CHANNEL 26
*****************************************
THIS IS A SUMMARY OF COUNCIL AGENDA ITEMS.
THE AGENDA WITH COMPLETE TITLES INCLUDING
LEGAL DOCUMENTATION CAN BE VIEWED AT THE
BELOW WEBPAGE:
http://www.cityofpaloalto.org/knowzone/agendas/council.asp
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(TENTATIVE) AGENDA -- COUNCIL CHAMBERS
DUE TO THE PRESIDENTS’ DAY HOLIDAY THE REGULAR
CITY COUNCIL MEETING OF MONDAY, FEBRUARY 21, 2011
HAS BEEN CANCELLED

20th Annual Photo Contest
CALL FOR ENTRIES
New: Digital Entries Only
ENTRY DEADLINE: April 8, 2011
ENTRY FORM & RULES AVAILABLE
at www.PaloAltoOnline.com

PIZZA
Pizza Chicago 424-9400
4115 El Camino Real, Palo Alto
This IS the best pizza in town

of the week

Spot A Pizza 324-3131
115 Hamilton Ave, Palo Alto
Voted Best Pizza in Palo Alto
www.spotpizza.com

POLYNESIAN
AMERICAN

CHINESE

Armadillo Willy’s 941-2922

Peking Duck 321-9388

1031 N. San Antonio Rd., Los Altos

151 S. California Avenue, Palo Alto

Range: $5.00-13.00

We also deliver.

Hobee’s 856-6124
4224 El Camino Real, Palo Alto
Also at Town & Country Village,
Palo Alto 327-4111

Dining Phone: 323–6852

Burmese
Green Elephant Gourmet

INDIAN

(650) 494-7391
Burmese & Chinese Cuisine

Darbar Indian Cuisine 321-6688

3950 Middlefield Rd., Palo Alto

129 Lytton, Downtown Palo Alto

(Charleston Shopping Center)

Lunch Buffet M-F; Open 7 days

Dine-In, Take-Out, Local Delivery-Catering
Janta Indian Restaurant 462-5903

ITALIAN

Thaiphoon Restaurant 323-7700
543 Emerson St., Palo Alto
Full Bar, Outdoor Seating
www.thaiphoonrestaurant.com
Best Thai Restaurant in Palo Alto
5 Years in a Row, 2006-2010

Spalti Ristorante 327-9390

Jing Jing 328-6885

ÝµÕÃÌiÊ`ÊUÊ"ÕÌ`ÀÊ }

443 Emerson St., Palo Alto

www.spalti.com

Authentic Szechwan, Hunan
www.jingjinggourmet.com

JAPANESE & SUSHI
Fuki Sushi 494-9383

Ming’s 856-7700
1700 Embarcadero East, Palo Alto
www.mings.com

New Tung Kee Noodle House

Largest Indian
Buffet in
Downtown
Palo Alto
Take-out &
Catering
Available

Scott’s Seafood 323-1555
#1 Town & Country Village, Palo Alto
Open 7 days a week serving breakfast,
lunch and dinner
Happy Hour 7 days a week 4-7 pm
Full Bar, Banquets, Outdoor Seating
www.scottsseafoodpa.com

THAI

417 California Ave, Palo Alto

Food To Go, Delivery

Cook’s Seafood 325-0604
751 El Camino Real, Menlo Park
Seafood Dinners from
$6.95 to $10.95

Lunch Buffet M-F; Organic Veggies

2010 Best Chinese
MV Voice & PA Weekly

SEAFOOD

129 Lytton Ave.,
Palo Alto
650-321-6688

369 Lytton Ave., Downtown Palo Alto

1067 N. San Antonio Road
on the corner of El Camino, Los Altos

FINE INDIAN
CUISINE

To Go: 322–4631

8 years in a row!

Chef Chu’s (650) 948-2696

Darbar

Su Hong – Menlo Park

Winner, Menlo Almanac “Best Of”

CHINESE

Trader Vic’s 849-9800
4269 El Camino Real, Palo Alto
Dinner Mon-Thurs 5-10pm; Fri-Sat 5-11pm;
Sun 4:30 - 9:30pm
Available for private luncheons
Lounge open nightly
Happy Hour Mon-Fri 4-6 pm

Open 7 days a Week

STEAKHOUSE

MEXICAN

Sundance the Steakhouse 321-6798
1921 El Camino Real, Palo Alto
Lunch: Mon-Fri 11:30 am-2:00pm
Dinner: Mon-Thu 5:00-10:00pm
Fri-Sat 5:00-10:30pm, Sun 5:00-9:00pm
www.sundancethesteakhouse.com

Voted MV Voice Best ‘01, ‘02, ‘03 & ‘04

Palo Alto Sol 328-8840

Prices start at $4.75

408 California Ave, Palo Alto

947-8888

Õ}iÊiÕÊUÊiÃÌÞiÊ,iV«iÃ

open 7 days

Siam Orchid 325-1994
496 Hamilton Ave., Palo Alto
Organic Thai
Free Delivery to Palo Alto/Stanford/Menlo Park
Order online at www.siamorchidpa.com

4119 El Camino Real, Palo Alto

520 Showers Dr., MV in San Antonio Ctr.

www.darbarcuisine.com

Search a complete
listing of local
restaurant
reviews by location
or type of food on
PaloAltoOnline.com
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MOVIE TIMES

  
  

  

Movies
Another Year (R) (((1/2

    

Aquarius Theatre: 3:45 & 8:30 p.m.

Barney’s Version (R) (((

Guild Theatre: 2, 5 & 8 p.m.

Bedlam (1946)

Stanford Theatre: Fri. at 7:30 p.m.

Big Mommas: Like Father,
Like Son (PG-13)
(Not Reviewed)

Century 16: 12:05, 2:40, 5:15, 8 & 10:35 p.m. Century 20: 11:40 a.m.; 12:40, 2:10, 3:25, 4:45,
6:10, 7:20, 8:50 & 10:05 p.m.

Biutiful (R) ((1/2

Palo Alto Square: 1:15, 4:30 & 8 p.m.

Black Swan (R) (((

Century 16: 11:55 a.m.; 2:30, 5:05 & 7:40 p.m. Century 20: 2:50 & 8:05 p.m.

The Body Snatcher (1945)

Stanford Theatre: Fri. at 6 & 9 p.m.

Cedar Rapids (R)

Century 16: Noon, 2:25, 4:45, 7:15 & 9:40 p.m.

(((

The Eagle (PG-13)
(Not Reviewed)

Century 16: 1, 4:10, 7:20 & 10:05 p.m. Century 20: 11:25 a.m.; 2:15, 4:55, 7:35 & 10:20 p.m.

The Fighter (R) ((1/2
Gnomeo & Juliet (G) (((

Century 16: 12:40, 3:30, 6:40 & 9:50 p.m. Century 20: 11:55 a.m.; 2:40, 5:45 & 8:30 p.m.
Century 16: 11:35 a.m.; 1:50, 4, 6:30 & 8:40 p.m.; In 3D at 12:10, 2:25, 4:35, 7 & 9:20 p.m. Century 20: 11:40 a.m.; 1:55, 4:10, 6:25, 8:35 & 10:45 p.m.; In 3D at 12:45, 3, 5:15, 7:30 & 9:40 p.m.

The Green Hornet (PG-13) (1/2 Century 20: 1 & 9:20 p.m.
I Am Number Four (PG-13)

Century 16: 11:30 a.m.; 12:25, 2:05, 3:05, 4:40, 6:10, 7:50, 9 & 10:30 p.m. Century 20: 11:15
a.m.; 12:15, 1:50, 2:55, 4:25, 5:30, 7:05, 8:10, 9:45 & 10:45 p.m.

((

The Illusionist (2011) (PG) ((( Aquarius Theatre: 1:45 & 6:30 p.m.
The Importance of Being
Earnest (1952)

Stanford Theatre: Sat.-Mon. at 5:45 & 9:30 p.m.

Just Go With It (PG-13) (1/2

Century 16: 11:50 a.m.; 12:50, 2:35, 3:50, 5:20, 7:10, 8:20 & 10 p.m. Century 20: 11:35 a.m.;
2:20, 3:45, 5:05, 6:35, 7:50 & 10:35 p.m.

Justin Bieber: Never Say Never Century 16: 12:30, 3, 5:30 & 8:05 p.m.; In 3D at 11:45 a.m.; 2:20, 4:50, 7:30 & 10:20 p.m. Cen
(G) (Not Reviewed)
tury 20: 12:30, 3:05, 5:40, 8:10 & 10:40 p.m.; In 3D at 11:15 a.m.; 1:45, 4:20, 6:55 & 9:30 p.m.
The King’s Speech (R) (((1/2 Century 20: 11:25 a.m.; 2:10, 4:55, 7:45 & 10:25 p.m. Palo Alto Square: 1:30, 4:20 & 7:15
p.m.; Fri. & Sat. also at 10 p.m.
The Mechanic (R) ((

Century 16: 10:15 p.m. Century 20: 1:05, 3:30, 5:50, 8:15 & 10:30 p.m.

No Strings Attached (R)
(Not Reviewed)

Century 16: 10:35 p.m. Century 20: 11:30 a.m.; 2, 4:50, 7:25 & 10 p.m.

Oscar-Nominated Animated
Aquarius Theatre: 1, 3 & 7:30 p.m.
Shorts (Not Rated) (Not Reviewed)
Oscar-Nominated Live-Action Aquarius Theatre: 5 & 9:30 p.m.
Shorts (Not Rated) (Not Reviewed)
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Stanford Theatre: Sat.-Mon. at 7:30 p.m.; Sat. & Sun. also at 3:45 p.m.

The Rocky Horror Picture
Show (R) (Not Reviewed)

Guild Theatre: Sat. at midnight.

The Roommate (PG-13)
(Not Reviewed)

Century 20: 12:25, 2:50, 5:15, 7:55 & 10:15 p.m.

Sanctum (R) (

Century 20: In 3D at 12:05, 5:25 & 10:40 p.m.

True Grit (PG-13) (((

Century 16: 11:40 a.m.; 2:15, 4:50, 7:35 & 10:10 p.m. Century 20: 11:20 a.m.; 1:55, 4:35, 7:15
& 9:55 p.m.

Unknown (PG-13)
((1/2

Century 16: 11:30 a.m.; 2:10, 4:55, 7:45 & 10:30 p.m. Century 20: 11:40 a.m.; 12:50, 2:20,
3:35, 5, 6:15, 7:40, 9 & 10:25 p.m.

( Skip it (( Some redeeming qualities ((( A good bet (((( Outstanding
Internet address: For show times, plot synopses, trailers and more information about films playing, go to www.Palo
AltoOnline.com.
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The Picture of Dorian Gray
(1945)
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NOW PLAYING EVERYWHERE

CHECK LOCAL LISTINGS FOR THEATRE LOCATIONS AND SHOWTIMES
 ! ! 
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OPENINGS
Cedar Rapids ---

(Century 16) The out-of-town
conference: What happens there is
supposed to stay there. But smalltown insurance salesman Tim Lippe
has hung his hopes on the weekend’s
American Society of Mutual Insurance conference in Cedar Rapids,
Iowa. His job and his self-respect
depend on bringing home the prestigious “Two Diamond Award.”
Relativity is a key part of the gentle mockery of “Cedar Rapids,” a
snappy new comedy written by Phil
Johnston and directed by Miguel
Arteta (“Youth in Revolt”). To Tim
(and his high-pressuring boss), the
coveted “Two Diamond Award”
means everything; to us, it’s an absurdly political marketing tool. To
those of us near the biggest of cities,
Cedar Rapids seems podunk; to Tim
Lippe of Brown Valley, Wis., Cedar
Rapids is like the land of Oz.
The Mayberry-esque Brown Valley has at least one secret: Tim (Ed
Helms) is sleeping with his former

seventh-grade teacher, Millie Vanderhei (Sigourney Weaver). Their
rendezvous define a relationship
that’s oddly sweet but more than a
little awkward. When Brown Star
Insurance’s top salesman (a highly
amusing Thomas Lennon) kicks the
bucket, the job of representing the
firm in Cedar Rapids falls to Tim,
who has never even taken a plane
ride.
Nervous, but determined Tim
readies himself to prove he lives up
to the “Two Diamond” standards
of “community, country and God.”
Everything about Cedar Rapids
wows him: his rental car (ooh!),
his hotel lobby (aah!) and his unexpectedly black roommate Ronald
Wilkes (Isiah Whitlock Jr. of “The
Wire”). And Tim gets saddled with
a second roommate, the man he’s
been warned to avoid: Dean Ziegler
(comic force of nature John C. Reilly). A binge drinker smarting from
the breakup of his marriage, Ziegler
is so degenerate that he considers
“degenerate” a compliment.
Some at the ASMI conference
are evangelists (like convention
organizer Orin Helgesson, played
by Kurtwood Smith), and some are
realists (like Ronald). Others are
world-weary cynics, like Ziegler,
insurance saleswoman Joan Ostrowski-Fox (Anne Heche) and local prostitute Bree (Alia Shawkat).
But just try to resist Tim’s optimism, warmly embodied by quirkmeister Helms. Tim hands out butterscotch candy as an icebreaker, fer
gosh sakes. Though she’s married,
Joan finds herself drawn to Tim’s
genuineness, which is more powerful by far than his naïveté.
“Cedar Rapids” doesn’t break
any ground, but it pleasantly evokes
“Fargo” and the oeuvre of Alexander Payne and Jim Taylor (who get
producer credits here) in its detailed
and consistently funny observation
of small-town sincerity muddling
through a dog-eat-dog world. Is it
possible insurance companies have
gotten a bad rap? Is it possible integrity still means something? Tim
has to run a gauntlet of sex, drugs
and karaoke to find out, but his trials are our laughs and smiles. For a
good time, call on “Cedar Rapids.”
Rated R for crude and sexual
content. One hour, 26 minutes.
— Peter Canavese

NOW PLAYING

old friend Ken (Peter Wight), Tom’s taciturn
brother Ronnie (David Bradley) and, above
all, Gerri’s unshakeable work colleague
Mary (Leslie Manville), whose neediness
knows no bounds. The film makes no overt
reach for profundity, but it does quietly
affirm that there’ll always be another year
— with or without us. It’s reason enough to
be hopeful, and to make the most of what
and whom we have while time still belongs
to us. Rated PG-13 for some language.
Two hours, 10 minutes — P.C. (Reviewed

Feb. 4, 2011)
The Illusionist --(Aquarius) Set in 1959, the story concerns
Tatischeff, a kindly, borderline-washed-up
magician living hand to mouth on the touring circuit. Though nothing ever comes
easy, the illusionist has long since acclimated to the drudgery of the touring life,
with its constant geographical disorientation and general bemusement. Tatischeff
makes his way from the Music Hall de Paris

For a review of “I Am Number
Four,” which critic Tyler Hanley
gave two stars, and one of “Unknown,” which got two-and-ahalf stars from Peter Canavese,
go to PaloAltoOnline.com.

NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING
of the City of Palo Alto
Historic Resources Board
Please be advised the Historic Resources Board shall conduct a meeting
at 8:00 AM on Wednesday, March 2, 2011 in the Civic Center, Council
Chambers, 1st Floor, 250 Hamilton Avenue, Palo Alto, California. Any
interested persons may appear and be heard on these items.
STUDY SESSION:
1213 Newell Road (Main Library): Request by City of Palo Alto Public
Works Engineering for Study Session review of a 3,700 square foot addition
and other site improvements at the Main Library. Zone: PF.
Questions. If interested parties have any questions regarding the above
applications, please contact the Planning Division at (650) 329-2441. The
ﬁles relating to these items are available for inspection weekdays between
the hours of 8:00 AM to 12:00 PM and 1:00 PM to 4:00 PM and staff
reports will be available for inspection at 2:00 PM the Friday preceding the
hearing.
The City of Palo Alto does not discriminate against individuals with
disabilities. To request accommodations to access City facilities, services
or programs, to participate at public meetings, or to learn more about the
City’s compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 (ADA),
please contact the City’s ADA Coordinator at 650.329.2550 (voice) or by
e-mailing ada@cityofpaloalto.org.
Steven Turner, Advance Planning Manager

NOW PLAYING

CHECK LOCAL LISTINGS FOR
THEATERS AND SHOWTIMES

GREENLIGHT Earth Day Film Festival
presents

REEL(IZE)
YOUR
CONNECTION

The following is a sampling of movies
recently reviewed in the Weekly:

CALL FOR ENTRIES

Another Year ---1/2
(Aquarius) “Another Year” observes a
sprawl of friends and family linked by their
emotional dependence on the happily married Tom and Gerri (Jim Broadbent and
Ruth Sheen). Geologist Tom and counselor
Gerri are enjoying days of wine and roses:
chatty dinners and satisfying hours spent
gardening their community allotment. They
also spend plenty of quality time with their
affable son Joe (Oliver Maltman), unhealthy

March 25, 2011

Entries must be received by

All entries will be shown on cable
TV and the Internet.
Top entries in each category will
be shown at the Greenlight Earth
Day Film Festival
Fri & Sat ONLY 2/18-2/19
The Kings Speech 1:30, 4:20, 7:15, 10:00
Biutiful 1:15, 4:30, 8:00
Sun thru Thurs 2/20-2/24
The Kings Speech 1:30, 4:20, 7:15
Biutiful 1:15, 4:30, 8:00

to a British music hall and a Scottish pub,
where he captures the fancy of the establishment’s young maid. The girl invites herself on the tour, following after the illusionist
like a lost puppy. Emotionally ill-equipped
to resist the girl, the magician acquiesces,
and the odd couple settles into a chaste
domesticity reflective of Tati’s real-life guilty
longing for a greater connection with his
daughters. Rated PG for thematic elements and smoking. One hour, 20 minutes.
— P.C. (Reviewed Feb. 11, 2011)

Great homes are as different
as the people who live in them.
Whether you’re building a new home
or remodeling, expect excellence
from De Mattei.

Students grades 6-8,
Students grades 9-12,
Open (all others)

VISIT
www.cityof paloalto.org/greenlight for details
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1ST PLACE

COLLEGE BASEBALL

BEST SPORTS
COVERAGE

Stanford has
makings for
another winner

California Newspaper Publishers Association

Sports
Shorts

COACHING CORNER . . . A girls’
lacrosse coach is needed at
Menlo-Atherton High. Those interested should contact M-A athletic
director Mary Podesta at mpodesta@seq.org . . . Sacred Heart
Prep has immediate openings for
girls lacrosse assistant coaches.
All interested candidates contact
AD Frank Rodriguez at (650) 4734031.

ON THE AIR
Friday
Women’s basketball: Stanford at
USC, 7 p.m.; KZSU (90.1 FM)

Saturday
Men’s basketball: USC at Stanford,
7:30 p.m.; Comcast Sports Net Bay Area;
XTRA (860 AM); KZSU (90.1 FM)

Sunday
Women’s basketball: Stanford at
UCLA, noon; Comcast Sports Net Bay
Area; KZSU (90.1 FM)

www.PASportsOnline.com
For expanded daily coverage of college
and prep sports, please see our new site
at www.PASportsOnline.com

by Rick Eymer
enior Zach Jones and sophomore Kenny Diekroeger
both arrived at Stanford as top prospects at other
positions from where they played as freshmen.
Jones, a prep All-American as a catcher, had future
major-leaguer Jason Castro ahead of him. Diekroeger,
Menlo School’s record-setting shortstop, had three-time
Pac-10 Defensive Player of the Year Jake Schlander ahead
of him.
After each spent a season at third base, both players
returned to their natural positions, and, as a result, the
Stanford baseball team has the makings of a championship year.
The Cardinal will open its 2011 season on Friday with
a three-game series at Rice University in Houston, Texas.
Mark Appel will be the starting pitcher for the Cardinal.
The pitching rotation is topped by returning starters
Brett Mooneyham and Jordan Pries, while Jones and
Diekroeger are two of five returning starting position
players.
Stanford’s recruiting class has been rated among the
top in the nation the past two years and that’s visible in a
starting lineup that could feature six sophomores and two
freshmen to go with Jones.
The Cardinal (31-25 last year with an appearance in an
NCAA regional) starts the season ranked 10th in Baseball America’s preseason poll. Stanford was picked to
finish second behind UCLA in the Pac-10.
“It’s always been a pitching-oriented conference,” Jones
said. “We have good offensive players and we have to be
productive with our pitching. When they are performing,
I feel our pitchers are the best.”
Mooneyham and Pries enter their third season as the
team’s top starters, and are backed by 10 pitchers (11 if
Stephen Piscotty is included) who combined for an 18-9
record with six saves last season.

S

PaloAlto sophomore E.J. Floreal (24) scored 21 points as the Vikings wrapped up the
SCVAL De Anza Division title with an 85-42 romp over Los Gatos on Tuesday night.

(continued on page 30)

PREP BASKETBALL

PREP WRESTLING

Paly, SHP boys
all set for
CCS playoffs

League meet title
was a long time
coming for Palo Alto

by Keith Peters
hey have been on similar paths
ever since their football teams
captured Central Coast Section championships in the fall, even
though one team had to wait a little
longer for its football players to arrive after capturing a state title.
Both teams struggled a little in
December, but have lost only once
between them since then and are a
combined 23-1 in league play heading into Friday night’s regular-season finales.
Yes, the Palo Alto and Sacred
Heart Prep boys’ basketball teams
are quite ready for the postseason —
proving their readiness with similar
lopsided victories to clinch their
respective league titles on Tuesday
night.
Palo Alto (10-1, 17-6) won its
second straight SCVAL De Anza
Division crown by racing past visiting Los Gatos, 85-42, for its sixth
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by Keith Peters
his has been a historic school year, thus far, for
the Palo Alto High athletic teams as December
produced state championships by the football and
girls’ volleyball teams.
With football players like Spencer Drazovich and Jose
Tochez on the Paly wrestling team, it seemed only fitting
for that squad to enjoy some historic success, as well.
The Vikings did just that last weekend by becoming the
first Paly wrestling team to win a league meet championship in 25 years by capturing the SCVAL Championships
at Wilcox High in Santa Clara.
Palo Alto’s previous meet crown came in 1986. The Vikings also won the league dual-match title that season.
“In ‘86, I was in college and I think Tony (co-coach
Tony Brewer) was already in Japan playing baseball,”
Paly coach Dave Duran recalled. “The next one better
not take that long!”
Duran and Brewer had their team primed for a title
after it finished 5-1 in the dual-match season, finishing
behind only Los Gatos (6-0). The Vikings spent the week
leading up to the league finals working on three things
that Duran hoped might make a difference.
The first was to wrestle well in the first round. The
second involved Paly’s big point scorers — all had to perform well, including Ryan Oshima, who was just com-

T

T

Keith Peters

READ MORE ONLINE

Cardinal opens its season at Rice
with top recruiting class, high hopes

Keith Peters

TRACK COACHES . . . Stanford’s
director of track and field, Edrick
Floreal, and local youth track
coach Joy Margerum have been
nominated for coaching posts for
USA Track and Field teams for
upcoming prestigious international events. Floreal, who took
over Stanford’s track and crosscountry programs in the fall of
2005, has been nominated as the
Jumps Coach for the 2012 U.S.
Olympic team while Margerum,
who coaches the Palo Alto-based
Jackrabbit Track Club and Lady
Sprinters, has been nominated
for Combined Events for the USA
women’s team for the 2011 Pan
American Games. All national
team coaching staff selections are
pending final approval of the U.S.
Olympic Committee’s Chief Executive Officer. Floreal is in his 14th
season overall with the Stanford
program. Since his arrival at Stanford in 1998, Floreal has been a
four-time MPSF coach of the year,
the 2009 West Regional Indoor
Coach of the Year and the 2006
West Regional Outdoor Coach
of the Year. Under his watch, 52
Stanford athletes have earned
126 All-America honors. A twotime Olympian who competed for
Canada in 1988 and 1992, Floreal
served as assistant coach for
Team USA at the 2002 IAAF World
Junior Track and Field Championships, which featured the world
record-setting men’s 4x100-meter
relay team, the first team to run
under 39 seconds. Margerum
recently completed a seven-year
stint with the University of California Golden Bears’ coaching staff,
working with hurdlers. She’s now
working in coordinating alumni
and community relations.

Paly senior Davante Adams had 16 points and 12 assists as the Vikings defended their league title.

(continued on page 32)

Prep basketball
(continued from previous page)

title in 10 years. Sacred Heart Prep
(13-0, 21-2) captured its second consecutive West Bay Athletic League
title with a 75-42 thumping of host
Priory.
Both teams now can look ahead
to the Central Coast Section playoffs, which begin next week. The
CCS seeding meeting is this weekend. Both teams should get top-four
seeds — Paly in Division II and SHP
in Division IV — and receive byes
into the quarterfinals — Division II
at Foothill College and Division IV
at Menlo School — on Feb. 26.
To reach their respective CCS
finals and thus qualify for the CIF
NorCal playoffs, both teams will
have to continue banking on their
talented starters, counting on their
deep benches and continue taking
advantage of their similar fast-paced
offenses and pressing defenses.
Palo Alto first-year coach Adam
Sax has one goal achieved after winning the De Anza Division and celebrating by cutting down the nets.
“That was definitely a team goal,”
Sax said of winning league. “It took
some time to get the chemistry with
the football team, but I feel like
we’re really coming together as a
team. The guys are really starting
to look for each other and are very
unselfish.”
Senior Davante Adams, for example, already has won league, CCS
and state titles in football. He wasn’t
completely healthy until around Jan.
12. In the past two games, he has
scored 42 points and dished out 24
assists. Tori Prati, T.J. Braff, and
Bill Gray are other football players
who have contributed to the basketball team’s success.
Prati added 10 points in the win
over Los Gatos while sophomore
standout E.J. Floreal led all scorers with 21. Senior Max Schmarzo
made five treys and finished with
15 points. His first trey gave Paly
a 31-9 lead in the second quarter,
finishing off a 17-0 run that pretty
much finished off Los Gatos.
“This is what I expected it to be in
December,” Sax said.
Sacred Heart Prep coach Tony
Martinelli also had to wait for a
handful of football after they captured the school’s first-ever CCS title in the sport. Martinelli, however,
got his additions earlier than Paly.
“Colin (Terndrup) was in great
shape right from the start,” Martinelli said. “I figure running for all
of those yards in football kept his
legs strong. His shot looked great, as
well. Tomas (O’Donnell) and Duke
Moran took awhile longer.
“Tomas started looking better
once we got down to San Diego and
then started his first game in the
league opener, and has been strong
ever since. Duke did not play due
to injury his sophomore year so he
was adjusting to the speed of varsity
basketball, as well as learning the
play book and defenses. Midway
through the league season, he was
up to speed.”
O’Donnell had 12 points in the
title-clinching win over Priory this
week and Moran added seven, while
senior Will McConnell led the way
with 17.
Girls’ basketball
Palo Alto already has locked up
the SCVAL De Anza Division title
and a high seed in next week’s CCS

Division I playoffs, but there is still
something the Vikings can accomplish in their regular-season finale
on Friday at Lynbrook at 6:15 p.m.
No Paly girls’ team in the past 25
years has gone undefeated in league
play. The current Vikings (11-0,
18-4) can be the first with one more
victory.
The 1986 and ‘87 squads both
won league titles with 11-1 records
and the 2006 team, the last Paly
squad to win a division crown, also
went 11-1.
The Vikings moved closer to that
perfect season with a solid 58-37
victory over third-place Los Gatos
on Wednesday. Paly got contributions from all four seniors on Senior
Night as Katerina Peterson, Sydney
Davis, Mary Albertolle and Mariah
Philips combined for 25 points and
helped limit the Wildcats (7-4, 16-7)
to just 18 points in the second half.
Juniors Lindsay Black (13 points)
and Emilee Osagiede (eight) joined
with sophomore Stephanie Allen in
another strong defensive effort for
coach Scott Peters.
The Vikings clinched the division
crown last Friday with a 39-33 win
over host Gunn, knocking the Titans
(8-3, 16-5) three games off the pace
at the time.N

STANFORD

Paly boys, Gunn girls play waiting game
in with other teams already in CCS soccer
by Keith Peters
rmando del Rio and Jake Moffat don’t have to be too concerned about Saturday’s seeding meeting for next week’s Central
Coast Section soccer playoffs. Both
of their Sacred Heart Prep teams
have won league titles and earned
postseason berths.
Henry Arredondo of Priory is in a
similar situation with his girls’ team,
which finished second to SHP in the
West Bay Athletic League (Foothill
Division) also also secured an automatic playoff berth.
And Menlo-Atherton boys’ coach
Jacob Pickard can look forward to
what seed his team will get after it
wrapped up a co-championship in
the PAL Bay Division.
That luxury, however, does not
fall on Paly boys’ coach Don Briggs
or Gunn girls’ coach Damian Cohen. After playing 90 minutes on
Wednesday, they had to wait a little
more than 48 hours to find out if
they’ll still be playing next week.
That’s the fate of the Palo Alto
boys’ and Gunn girls’ soccer teams,
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who finished their respective
SCVAL De Anza Division seasons
with different results.
Palo Alto finished with a downer,
a 3-1 loss to first-place Mountain
View on the Vikings’ field. Gunn
finished on an upper, knocking firstplace Los Gatos into second with a
2-1 upset victory on the Wildcats’
field.
The Vikings (4-1-7, 8-3-8), who
could have finished second and
earned an automatic berth into the
Central Coast Section playoffs with
a tie, instead wound up in fourth.
The Titans (4-5-3, 9-6-5) couldn’t
move up in the standings with a victory, but absolutely needed one.
Both teams now must wait to discover their postseason fates when
the CCS seeding committee selects
the fields Saturday. The only way in
for Paly and Gunn would be at-large
berths.
Briggs was hoping for at least a
tie on Wednesday, but believes his
team’s chances are still 50-50 of getting in.
“I’ve been told we’re in,” Briggs

said, noting the Vikings’ 32 points
in league play plus some bonus
points should be enough.
Briggs also has to wait to find out
if standout defender Gerrit van Zyll
will be available for the postseason,
if there is one. The junior got a red
card very late in the match after
saying something that an official
overheard. Depending on how the
violation is written up, van Zyll may
or may not be available for Paly’s
CCS opener should the Vikings advance.
“We’re already so slim (on players),” said Briggs, whose depleted
lineup due to injuries reflects the
team’s seven ties in league play. The
Vikings went through a stretch of
five straight ties in the second half
of the season, needing only one victory during that time to earn a CCS
berth.
On Wednesday, Zac Hummel’s
goal gave Paly a 1-1 halftime tie
with Mountain View (10-0-2), but
the Spartans got the eventual win(continued on page 31)

Palo Alto Uniﬁed School District
Notice is hereby Given that proposals will be received by the Palo Alto Uniﬁed
School District for bid package:
Contract No. GH 2011 - 01
DESCRIPTION OF THE WORK: The work includes, but is not limited to: Add air
conditioning to existing classroom HVAC units, select rooﬁng replacement and
the installation of a cool roof system as well as all other incidental work necessary
to provide complete and operational systems. Bidding documents contain the
full description of the work.
There will be a MANDATORY pre-bid conference and site visit at 3:30 p.m. on
March 16th, 2011 beginning at the Gunn High School Ofﬁce located at 780 Arastradero Road, Palo Alto, California 94304.

STEGNER FELLOWS’ SHORTS ON STAGE
SAT / FEB 26 / 8 PM / DINKELSPIEL AUDITORIUM
The ﬁction and poetry of Stanford’s Stegner Fellows, transformed
through riveting staged readings.
“Word for Word takes the word ‘adaptation’ to all-new levels.”
— San Francisco Examiner

SLIDE
SAT / MARCH 5 / 8 PM / DINKELSPIEL AUDITORIUM
“Eighth Blackbird’s performances are the picture of polish and
precision.” — The New York Times
Grammy-winners eighth blackbird in major new music/theater
work by Steve Mackey and Rinde Eckert.
PLUS: Nicholas Isherwood (FEB 16), Trio Voce (MAR 4), John
Hollenbeck Large Ensemble (MAR 6), SF Opera Adler Fellows
(MAR 13), Calder Quartet (MAR 30) AND MANY MORE!

TICKETS: livelyarts.stanford.edu | 650-725-ARTS

Bid Submission: Proposals must be received at the District Facilities Ofﬁce
Building D, by 11:00 a.m. on March 28, 2011.
PREVAILING WAGE LAWS: The successful Bidder must comply with all prevailing wage laws applicable to the Project, and related requirements contained in
the Contract Documents.
Palo Alto Uniﬁed School District will maintain a Labor Compliance Program (LCP)
for the duration of this project. In bidding this project, the contractor warrants
he/she is aware and will follow the Public Works Chapter of the California Labor
Code comprised of labor code sections 1720 – 1861. A copy of the Districts LCP
is available for review at 25 Churchill Avenue, Building D, Palo Alto, CA 94306.
1. A pre-job conference shall be conducted with the contractor or
subcontractors to discuss federal and state labor law requirements
applicable to the contract.
2. Project contractors and subcontracts shall maintain and furnish to
the District, at a designated time, a certiﬁed copy of each payroll
with a statement of compliance signed under penalty of perjury.
3. The District shall review and, if appropriate, audit payroll records
to verify compliance with the Public Works Chapter of the Labor
Code.
4. The District shall withhold contract payments if payroll records are
delinquent or inadequate.
5. The District shall withhold contract payments as described in the
LCP, including applicable penalties when the District and Labor
Commissioner establish that underpayment of other violations has
occurred.
Beginning February 23rd bidders may examine Bidding Documents at Facilities
Ofﬁce, Building “D”. Bidders may purchase copies of Plans and Speciﬁcations
at Peninsula Digital Imaging, 599 Fairchild Drive, Mountain View, CA 94043,
Phone (650) 967-1966
All questions can be addressed to:
Palo Alto Uniﬁed School District
25 Churchill Avenue, Building D
Palo Alto, CA 94306-1099
Attn: Alex Morrison
Phone: (650) 329-3927
Fax: (650) 327-3588
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Heating Bills
Through the Roof?
Attic Insulation Saves
Energy and Money!
ReNew CAN UPGRADE
YOUR ATTIC INSULATION IN A
SIMPLE ONE DAY PROCESS
#ALL 650-574-4422
FOR A FREE HOME
ENERGY EVALUATION

FEBRUARY
SPECIAL
R-30 encapsulated
insulation installed
for $1.25/ sq. ft.
0'% REBATE AND
&EDERAL TAX CREDIT AVAILABLE

www.renewforhomeCOM s #A ,IC 
-EMBER OF THE 0ALO !LTO #HAMBER OF #OMMERCE

STANFORD BASEBALL 2011
Date
Friday
Saturday
Sunday
Tues.vs.
Feb. 25
Feb. 26
Feb. 27
March 1
March 4
March 5
March 6
March 18
March 19
March 21
March 23
March 25
March 26
March 27
March 29
April 1
April 2
April 3
April 5
April 8
April 9
April 10
April 12

Opponent
Time
at Rice
1:30 p.m.
at Rice
1 p.m.
at Rice
1 p.m.
California
5:30 p.m.
at Vanderbilt
4 p.m.
at Vanderbilt
noon
at Vanderbilt
11 a.m.
vs. Santa Clara 5:30 p.m.
at Texas
1 p.m.
at Texas
noon
at Texas
11 a.m.
vs. Michigan
6 p.m.
vs. Michigan (DH) 2 p.m.
at UC Davis
2:30 p.m.
at Pacific
6 p.m.
vs. Long Beach 5:30 p.m.
vs. Long Beach 1 p.m.
vs. Long Beach 1 p.m.
vs. St. Mary’s
5:30 p.m.
at WSU
5:30 p.m.
at WSU
2 p.m.
at WSU
noon
vs. San Jose St. 5:30 p.m.
at USC
6 p.m.
at USC
6 p.m.
at USC
1 p.m.
vs. Pacific
5:30 p.m.

Date
April 15
April 16
April 17
April 19
April 21
April 22
April 23
April 25
April 26
April 29
April 30
May 1
May 3
May 6
May 7
May 8
May 10
May 13
May 14
May 15
May 17
May 20
May 21
May 22
May 24
May 27
May 28

Opponent
vs. Oregon St.
vs. Oregon St.
vs. Oregon St.
at Santa Clara
vs. UCLA
vs. UCLA
vs. UCLA
vs. California
at St. Mary’s
at Arizona St.
at Arizona St.
at Arizona St.
at San Jose St.
vs. Washington
vs. Washington
vs. Washington
vs. UC Davis
at Oregon
at Oregon
at Oregon
vs. USF
vs. Arizona
vs. Arizona
vs. Arizona
vs. Cal Poly
at California
at Cal (DH)

Baseball
Time
5:30 p.m.
1 p.m.
1 p.m.
6 p.m.
5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.
1 p.m.
5:30 p.m.
3 p.m.
6:30 p.m.
6:30 p.m.
12:30p.m.
6 p.m.
6 p.m.
2 p.m.
noon
5:30 p.m.
7 p.m.
2 p.m.
1 p.m.
5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.
1 p.m.
1 p.m.
5:30 p.m.
2:30 p.m.
1 p.m.

(continued from page 28)

Jones likes junior left-hander
Chris Reed as the top surprise of
the season.
“He’s a big, strong kid who will be
a big story this year,” Jones said. “I’d
bet money that he’s going to be the
first guy drafted off this team.”
Danny Sandbrink returned for his
senior season, while juniors Scott
Snodgress, Brian Busick and Elliott Byers and sophomores Sahil
Bloom, Dean McArdle, Appel, Garrett Hughes and Chris Jenkins are
all returning pitchers. McArdle and
Busick each won five games, tops
among all returning pitchers.
“Our third starter, middle relief
and closer are to be determined,”
said Stanford coach Mark Marquess, entering his 35th season with
the Cardinal. “I’m high on several
pitchers, like Mark Appel, Scott
Snodgress, Dean McArdle.”
In addition to Jones, Diekroeger
and Piscotty, sophomore outfielders
Jake Stewart and Tyler Gaffney are
also returning starters.
Of the 17 players who received at
least two at bats last season, 12 return
this year, including Ben Clowe, Eric
Smith, Scott Colton, Dave Guiliani,
Christian Griffiths, Justin Ringo and
Kellen McColl. Smith is expected to
take over the second base job.
Several of the 11 freshmen are
expected to contribute immediately,
with right-hander A.J. Vanegas a
candidate for the third starting spot.
Austin Wilson and Brian Ragira
could likely start in the outfield and
third base, respectively.
Menlo School grad Danny Diekroeger and Tommy Colton each joins
his older brother, along with Brant
Whiting, Lonnie Kauppila, Brett
Michael Doran, Brian Guymon, Sam
Lindquist and Zach Yohannes.
Other local products on the roster are Menlo School grad Jack
Mosbacher and Sacred Heart Prep
grad Ryan Sakowski, whose father,
Vince, also played at Stanford.
Kenny Diekroeger led Stanford
with his .356 batting average last
year. The preseason All-American
pick also hit five home runs and
drove in a team-high 41 runs. He led
the team with 77 hits and scored 42
runs, second (with Gaffney) to Piscotty’s 45.
Diekroeger, Clowe, Gaffney and
Piscotty each hit .328 or higher.
Jones led the Cardinal with 10 stolen bases, while Clowe, Piscotty and
Stewart each added five.
The Cardinal plays nine of its first
11 games on the road, with trips to
Vanderbilt and Texas before playing
six of eight at home.
“If it doesn’t kill us, we’ll be
better,” Marquess said. “UCLA is
strong and has the best two college
pitchers in the country on the same
staff.”
Eight of the 10 teams reached the
postseason last year.
“We’re not going to be intimidated by anybody,” Jones said. “At
the same time we’re certainly going
to know a lot about ourselves. You
look at the freshmen and they all
played on top teams either with the
U.S. national program or All-American teams. The rest of us have been
there, even as young as we are.”N
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20th Annual Photo Contest

ATHLETES OF THE WEEK
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IT P

Graduate Education at the Frontier of Psychology and Spirituality

Steve is passionate about working to help lift children
out of poverty, violence, and neglect.
After earning his M.A. from ITP, Steve founded a
counseling program in East Palo Alto, a culturally rich
but underserved community.
“ITP changed my life, and now, working together with
wonderful ITP interns, we are changing the lives of hundreds
of kids by helping their families strengthen and stabilize.”

Hailie Eackles

Joey Christopherson

Pinewood School

Palo Alto High

The senior put her team on
her shoulders and scored
91 points in three basketball victories, while adding 23 rebounds and nine
assists as the Panthers
earned a second co-championship in the WBAL Foothill
Division.

The third-seeded junior
defeated the No. 2 seed in
the semifinals by scoring
four points in the final 15
seconds, then won the 121pound title with a 5-1 win
to help the Vikings win the
SCVAL Wrestling Championships.

Honorable mention
Hashima Carothers
Eastside Prep basketball

Geena Graumann
Sacred Heart Prep soccer

Ahjalee Harvey*
Eastside Prep basketball

Emilee Osagiede
Palo Alto basketball

Danielle Man
Pinewood soccer

Miranda Seto
Pinewood basketball

Joseph Bolous*

ner in the 52nd minute when Mackie Kelly launched a long free kick
from in front of the Spartans’ bench
and teammate Minh Wilson got a
foot on it, directing it over the reach
of Paly keeper Austin Shiau.
The Gunn girls, meanwhile,
took the lead in the first half on a
through ball by Sarah Robinson to
Haleli Moalem, who leaped a sliding player and slotted the goal.
Gunn scored the winner in the
second half with Caroline Anderson sent a cross in front of the goal
and Robinson half-volleyed it into
the back of the net.
“Los Gatos has only given up
eight goals all season (preseason
and league,” said Cohen. “Thus, this
was an impressive close for us.”
Of Gunn’s six losses, three were
to league champ Mountain View —
all one-goal decisions. Should the
Titans advance to the CCS playoffs,
it will mark the first time in school
history from the De Anza Division.
Gunn previously has qualified as
the El Camino Division champion.
The Titans scored at least 25
goals more than they did last season
and should remain in the De Anza

Institute of Transpersonal Psychology
1069 East Meadow Circle, Palo Alto CA 94303
[ph] 650.493.4430 [email] info@.itp.edu

Open House

First Tuesday of Every Month
7:00 P.M.

Sacred Heart Prep soccer

accredited by the western association of schools and colleges

Menlo-Atherton wrestling

Kalen Gans*
Palo Alto wrestling

Koji Kameda
Menlo-Atherton wrestling

Nick Ortiz
Palo Alto wrestling
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Prep soccer

Find out more: www.itp.edu/steve
Academic Programs: On-Campus & Online

Division for a third straight season,
the longest stretch in school history
for the team.
In another De Anza Division
girls’ finale, Palo Alto closed out
its disappointing season with a 0-0
deadlock with host Mountain View,
which earned the division crown
thanks to Gunn’s victory over erstwhile leader Los Gatos. Paly finished 2-7-3 in league (5-11-3 overall) and will miss the CCS playoffs
for the first time since 2000.
In another De Anza Division
boys’ finale, Gunn (3-6-3, 4-10-5)
apparently will remain in the division following a 2-0 victory over
visiting Los Gatos on Wednesday.
Mason Naar and Daniel Tirosh
(penalty kick) provided first-half
goals for the Titans while Sammy
Hayward did a good job defensively on sweeping away potential Los
Gatos scoring threats.
In the West Bay Athletic
League:
An unbeaten season came to an
end for the Sacred Heart Prep boys’
soccer team, which dropped a 3-2
decision to host King’s Academy
on a soggy field on Wednesday.
The Gators (11-1-1, 16-1-1), who
wrapped wrapped up the title last
Friday with an 8-0 win over Eastside Prep.N
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Planning a Whole
House Remodel
For homeowners interested in learning more
about how to approach a remodeling project,
these interactive workshops promise to be
informative and fun. Upfront planning will
ensure a successful project!
n Get the answers you need about design,
space planning and learn a few secrets to
create a home that ﬁts your lifestyle, today
and everyday.
n Gain some color courage and learn how your
home’s paint palette can transform even the
smallest spaces, inspire and energize, soothe
and calm or simply transform the ordinary
into extraordinary.
n Get excited about your home remodel as
our designers take you through a journey of
ideas, photos, materials and product options
available to transform your home today!
We never forget it’s your home.®

Saturday, February 26
10:00 am – 12:30 pm
Harrell Remodeling Design Center
Registration and light breakfast
at 9:45 am
Call us or go online to register today.
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Sports

Wrestling
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Jim Anderson

ing back from a knee injury. And
the third?
“We had to wrestle tough and
perform well in the wrestle-backs,”
Duran said.
Palo Alto evidently accomplished
all three goals because the Vikings
scored 190.00 points and captured
the 15-team tournament championship on Saturday. Cupertino was
second with 180.50 while Los Gatos was fourth with 170.00, trailing
third-place Fremont (175.00). Gunn,
the SCVAL El Camino champ, was
seventh with 96.50 points.
“We will enjoy this and get back
to work,” Duran said. “We have two
weeks to prepare for CCS.”
Duran was not only pleased with
how things turned out, but with how
his athletes performed.
“The boys wrestled,” Duran said.
“We were the leader after the first
round of wrestling. Our big point
scorers performed — three champions, three third-place finishes, five
more CCS qualifiers through the
wrestle-backs.”
Palo Alto finished with 11 qualifiers for CCS — “the most we’ve
ever had,” Duran said. “All this
with eight of the 14 competing in
their first varsity finals (and only
one senior).
“Going into the medal round we
up two points on Cupertino and 10
points on Fremont. We had three
in the finals, ‘Tino four, and Fremont five. We had eight more in the

wrestle backs. We knew if we had
one more solid round of wrestling,
we would win the tournament. The
medal round was our best round of
the tournament.”
Palo Alto has been close before,
finishing third last season.
“This year,” Duran said, “we finally got it done.”
Paly’s three champions were junior Joey Christopherson (121),
junior Nick Ortiz (127) and junior
Kalen Gans (162). Christopherson
won his title with a 5-1 decision,
Ortiz won with a 3-0 decision and
Gans was victorious with a 4-2 decision. Oshima was third at 154 and
Tochez finished third at 217. The top
six finishers all qualified for CCS.
Paly’s other CCS qualifiers were
Trent Marshall, sixth at 132; Gunnar Felt, sixth at 142; Jared SwezeyGleason, fifth at 147; Erik Anderson,
fifth at 173; Andrew Frick, fourth at
191 and Drazovich, sixth at 287.
Gunn qualified six for the CCS
tournament, but surprisingly had no
individual champions. Top-seeded
senior Stefan Weidemann, who
came in undefeated and ranked
among the best in the state at 154
pounds, opened with a pin in 2:24
and registered a 20-3 technical fall
in the semifinals. In the finals, however, Weidemann (20-1) was upset
by Ian Messaros of Cupertino. Messaros won by a pin in just 1:09 of the
first round.
Gunn freshman Cadence Lee
was fourth at 105 pounds. She won
the girls’ CCS title in her weight
division last weekend and thus has
earned a berth in the girls’ state

The Palo Alto High wrestling team scored 190 points, winning by 10, and had three individual champions
while capturing the SCVAL Championships last weekend, the program’s first league meet crown title in 25
years.
championships.
The Bears scored 85 points to trail ing to advance to CCS as an alterGunn’s other CCS qualifiers were South San Francisco (183), Half nate. Senior Austin Escobedo was
Daniel Papp, fifth at 114; Eric Cra- Moon Bay (164) and El Camino fourth at 215 pounds for the second
mer, sixth at 121; Miko Mallari, (147).
straight season.
fifth at 137; and Julian Calderon,
Delagnes improved to 33-6 while
Kendra Wiley followed up her
fourth at 162.
Kameda moved to 24-8 on the sea- third-place finish at the Girls’ CCS
son. Both are hoping for high seeds Wrestling Championships by winPAL Championships
for the upcoming CCS Champion- ning the 124-pound title in the Girls’
Junior Andre Delagnes (119 ships in two weeks. M-A freshman PAL Championships. She’ll now get
pounds) and senior Joji Kameda Anthony Andrighetto also qualified ready for the state championships
(152) both won their divisions to for CCS by taking second at 103 after winning her fourth title of the
help Menlo-Atherton finish fourth pounds while his brother, junior season while improving to 21-1.N
on Saturday at Burlingame High. Dino, took third at 125 and is hop-

ARE YOU TIRED OF YOUR FINANCIAL INSTITUTION’S HIGH FEES?

Make the Switch today!
SI G N UP F O R S TA R ON E ’ S W O R RY- F R EE C H EC K I N G
Free Online Banking

Easy Electronic Funds Transfer

Free Touchtone Teller

Convenient ezDeposit

Free Visa Debit Card

Thousands of ATMs nationwide

Secure Bill Pay

ATMs inside 7-Eleven® stores

It is easy to apply, go to www.starone.org
or call us toll free at (866) 543-5202
or (408) 543-5202.

Cupertino
10991 N De Anza Blvd

De Anza Blvd & Homestead Rd

Palo Alto
3903 El Camino Real

El Camino Real & Ventura Ave

San Jose
1090 Blossom Hill Rd

Blossom Hill Rd & Almaden Expy

San Jose
3136 Stevens Creek Blvd

Stevens Creek Blvd & S. Winchester

Sunnyvale
1080 Enterprise Way, Ste 150
Enterprise Way & 11th Ave

“ J o i n U s ! M e m b e r s h i p i s o p e n t o i n d i v i d u a l s w h o l i v e , w o r k o r a t t e n d s c h o o l i n S a n t a C l a r a C o u n t y. ”
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