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Drop that remote.
Back away from the burger.
When it comes to a healthy lifestyle, we know it can
be a challenge to get kids to choose fruit over candy
bars and physical activity over computer games.
That’s why Lucile Packard Children’s Hospital
offers a wide range of resources that help families
encourage healthy habits. Take Yves, for example.
After participating with his family in the
Packard Pediatric Weight Control Program, he’s
significantly reduced his weight and gained
self-esteem and confidence in the process.
Ranked as one of the top ten pediatric
hospitals in the nation by U.S.News &
World Report, Lucile Packard
Children’s Hospital is a world class
hospital devoted entirely to the care of
children and mothers. Best of all, we’re
located right in your backyard.
To learn more about Lucile Packard
Children’s Hospital and how to help keep
your family fit and healthy, visit
www.lpch.org.
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Upfront

Local news, information and analysis

Traffic problems may arise for Jewish center
Draft of environmental-impact report
available for public comment
by Lauren McSherry

H

azardous substances and
traffic appear to be the top
concerns for some residents
living near the future site of the
Taube-Koret Campus for Jewish
Life.

The ambitious project involves
building a sprawling community
center and 406 new housing units
on the 12.5-acre site bordered by
Fabian Way, and San Antonio and
Charleston roads.

Sun Microsystems formerly occuSLHGWKHSURSHUW\·VQRZYDFDQWVL[
story, 96-foot-tall office building.
An environmental study of the
SURMHFW·V SRWHQWLDO LPSDFWV ZDV UHleased last month. The public has
until April 3 to comment on the report, and on March 29 the Planning
and Transportation Commission is
scheduled to hold a public hearing,
VDLG $QG\ &RH WKH FLW\·V LQWHULP

deputy planning director.
The Campus for Jewish Life plans
to build the Albert L. Schultz Jewish
Community Center and 180 residential units for seniors on 8.5 acres of
the site. The 226-unit BUILD townhouses and condominiums development will be constructed on the
other 4 acres.
-HDQ:LOFR[ZKRKDVOLYHGLQWKH
nearby Charleston Gardens neigh-

borhood for 20 years, said she has
spoken with fellow residents and
they are concerned about traffic
that might start cutting through their
neighborhood as a result of the development.
The environmental study estimates the project will generate 2,700
vehicular trips daily — including 33
more trips during morning commute
(continued on page 5)

SCHOOLS

‘Universal
preschool’
initiative
provokes
controversy

Taking it to the green

Local providers like idea,
fear consequences

Marjan Sadoughi

Palo Alto Lawn Bowls club faced some stiff competition
from their United Kingdom competition this week. Members
of the KnapHill Bowling Club of Surrey, England stopped to
play Palo Alto's team on a tour of the Bay Area, Los Angeles
and Las Vegas. The teams greet each other before a threehour match (right). Lilian Seabrook, of the England team,
takes a peek at the scoreboard (below).

by Alexandria Rocha
DOR $OWR·V HDUO\ FKLOGKRRG
educators wish all preschoolers could attend quality programs. Many, however, do not think
the Preschool For All Initiative
³ZKLFKZLOODSSHDURQWKHVWDWH·V
June ballot as Proposition 82 — is
the answer.
Some preschool providers in
the community say the initiative
— which would provide three hours
of daily preschool for all 4 year olds
LQ&DOLIRUQLD³LJQRUHVWKHH[LVWLQJ
network of preschools, undermines
teachers and glosses over the situation of families who need daylong
childcare and cannot afford such
services.
´7KHUH·V D ORW RI WHDUV ULJKW QRZ
7KH VWDWH GRHVQ·W KDYH DQ\ PRQH\
:H·UH VR IDU LQ GHEW QRZµ VDLG
Kathy Randall, owner and director of Growing Tree Preschool on
Charleston Road in Palo Alto. “The
VFKRROV DUH D PHVV DOUHDG\ , FDQ·W
HYHQ LPDJLQH KRZ WKH\·UH JRLQJ WR
IXQGWKHVHOLWWOHSHRSOHµ
The Preschool For All Initiative
is spearheaded by film director Rob
Reiner. If voters approve the measure in June, counties would have
one year to plan and offer services in
areas with low-performing schools.
7KHUHLVDOVRDGHDGOLQHWRH[pand services countywide.
:LWKWKHVWDWH·VZHDOWKLHVWSHRSOH
providing the funding, the initiative
LVDQDWWHPSWWRVROYHWKHVWDWH·VSUHschool woes in one broad stroke.
The initiative addresses a wide
variety of areas, including curriculum, teacher qualifications, student

P

Marjan Sadoughi

(continued on page 8)
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(650) 969-7663
Lic. #785441
Since 1975
1901 Old Middlefield Way, #22
Mountain View, Ca 94043

$400 DISCOUNT COUPON
WITH

INSTALLATION OF COMPLETE NEW ROOF

The Bowman program builds
confidence, creativity and
academic excellence.
Lower School - Grades K - 5
Middle School - Grades 6 - 8
Individualized, self-directed program
Rich international and cultural studies
Proven, Montessori approach
State-of-the-art facility
Low student-teacher ratio

www.bowmanschool.org
4000 Terman Drive z Palo Alto, CA z Tel: 650-813-9131

FIFTEENTH ANNUAL

INVENTIVE REMODELS OF LOCAL HOMES
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ReaderWire

Reader comments via e-mail, voice mail and U.S. mail
About development
Lauren McSherry’s report (Weekly,
March 1) on Peter Drekmeier’s efforts to curtail development in Santa
Clara County is interesting.
I think this proposition is nothing
but a sneaky way to steal other people’s property. If Drekmeier and his
friends want the ranchland to remain
undeveloped they should make offers to the current owners that won’t
be refused and buy it — every acre.
Or, since Drekmeier is a politician,
he could convince the Santa Clara
supervisors to exempt this land from
taxes, fees and liability so the current owners won’t want to sell huge
chunks for development.
Virginia Williams
Thornwood Drive, Palo Alto

Money well spent?
Our City Council gave PAGE (Palo
Altans for Government Effectiveness) $6,000 to conduct two meetings about the future of our library
system.
I contacted Barbara Spreng, chair
of PAGE, to find out how that money
was spent. She replied that PAGE
“engaged a professional to help
plan and facilitate the meetings,
ran some paid ads, and provided
refreshments.”
Does this use of tax dollars
encourage “government effectiveness”? My boss would have fired me
if I couldn’t plan and run a simple
meeting.
How many more meetings and
ideas do we need? Do we have to
pay for advertising to get people
interested when our local papers
cover the library issue ad nauseam?
How effective were the ads if only
100 people showed up?
That $6,000 would have been
better spent enhancing the library’s
collection.
Pat Marriott
Dennis Drive, Palo Alto

Proud of police
I am writing to thank the Palo Alto
Police Department for its handling
of the recent lockdown at Terman
Middle School (March 7).
Even though it was a false alarm,
it was very well organized by teachers, the principal and police officers.
Students were instructed to stay in
their classrooms. My classmates

and I felt safe under the supervision
of the teachers.
It is a shame in today’s environment that such procedures are
necessary, but it was good to see
that the lockdown process was well
organized and unneeded.
William Bowden
Saddle Court, Los Altos Hills

Levee lies
Contrary to what President Bush
told the country on Good Morning
America four days after Hurricane
Katrina hit, “I don’t think anybody anticipated the breach of the levees,”
we now have conclusive proof that
he lied.
The Associated Press released
the “smoking gun” — secret transcripts and video footage showing
Bush being personally briefed the
day before Katrina hit. The warnings
given were precise and accurate
— including the failure of the levees.
The reaction of the president was
uncannily similar to his reaction after 9/11: a total paralysis and inability to respond to a major tragedy.
Katrina showcased a total failure
of the executive branch to provide
leadership and succor to the victims.
Jagjit Singh
Louisa Court, Palo Alto

Purpose of impeachment
Impeachment is designed to bridle
the president if he engages in excesses.
The framers of the Constitution
gave to Congress the power, if
need be, to remove the president in
order to strike a balance between
a president swollen with power and
grown tyrannical, and the other two
branches of our government.
A president is impeachable if he
attempts to subvert our Constitution. A case in point illustrates the
consequences suffered by Richard
Nixon as the result of Watergate.
A must-read is James Risen’s new
book, “State of War: The Secret
History of the CIA and the Bush Administration.”
Risen is the New York Times reporter who broke the story of the
National Security Agency spying
scandal.
Larry Henderson
Newell Road, East Palo Alto

YOUR TURN

Our e-mail addresses are: editor@paweekly.com,
letters@paweekly.com, ads@paweekly.com.
Missed delivery or start/stop your paper? Call
650 326-8210, or e-mail circulation@paweekly.
com. You may also subscribe online at www.
PaloAltoOnline.com. Subscriptions are $40/yr ($25
within our circulation area).

Tax-deductible tickets
Advance tickets $25 - after March 24 & at door $30
Sponsored by the Palo Alto Area Mills College Club for the
beneﬁt of the scholarship program for students of Mills College.
For ticket information, call 650-325-2990
Media Sponsor: Palo Alto Weekly and Palo Alto Online
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SUBSCRIBE!
Support your local newspaper by becoming a paid subscriber. $25 per year for
residents of our circulation area: $40 for
businesses and residents of other areas.
Name: _________________________________
Address: _______________________________
City: ___________________________________

ReaderWire Question: Are we too reliant on devices
such as cell phones, PDAs and iPods?

E-mail: readerwire@paweekly.com
Fax: 326-3928
Web Site: http://www.PaloAltoOnline.com

The Palo Alto Weekly encourages comments on our coverage or on issues of
local interest. No anonymous letters or “open letters” to other organizations or
individuals will be printed. Please provide your name, street address and daytime
telephone number. Please keep length to 250 words or less.

Upfront

Jewish
center
(continued from page 3)
hours and 54 fewer trips during evening commute hours than when the
site was used for offices.
The traffic would create a “significant” delay during the evening commute at the Alma Street-Charleston
Road intersection, but the report stated that it can be improved by changing the traffic signal. It is the only intersection in the area predicted to be
affected by the development.
The cumulative effect of traffic
from other housing developments
planned in South Palo Alto, however,
is expected to impact several intersections near the property in the future,
the report stated.
Wilcox worries that her neighborhood — a small triangle of land bordered by Middlefield, San Antonio
and Charleston roads — will bear
some of the brunt of the new traffic
patterns.
“We also have a concern about the
limited amount of parking that is being provided for people at the Jewish
Community Center and the BUILD
development,” she said. “The cars
have to go somewhere and they will
impact our side streets.”
More than 900 parking spaces are
planned for the development.
Penny Ellson, chairwoman of the
Greenmeadow Community AssociaWLRQ·VFLYLFDIIDLUVFRPPLWWHHVDLGVKH
is still reviewing the report but is concerned about how traffic will impact
Charleston Road. Her neighborhood
— which is bounded by Alma Street
and Charleston, Middlefield and San

PA L O
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Antonio roads — is close to Charleston Gardens.
Besides traffic, Wilcox said she is
concerned about the possibility of
nearby groundwater toxicity.
The state Department of Toxic
Substances Control (DTSC), which
oversees the cleanup of hazardous
materials, sent a letter to the city last
November regarding possible groundwater contamination.
7KHOHWWHUVWDWHVWKHGHSDUWPHQW·V
information indicates the groundwater is contaminated with volatile
organic compounds released by
Ford Aerospace, which occupied
the site before Sun Microsystems.
Some volatile organic compounds
may have short- and long-term adverse health effects, according to the
Environmental Protection Agency.
The letter also states the company
released metals, petroleum and hydrocarbons into the soil.
“DTSC believes that hazardous
substances and hazardous materials in
the soil and groundwater on portions
of this Site will need to be addressed
as part of this project,” according to
the letter.
The possible site contamination
was not a concern expressed in written comments submitted to the city by
residents, but Wilcox maintains it is
one “aspect” of the project that needs
to be examined.
“We are quite close as a neighborhood, and that water is supposedly
seeping down through our neighborhood,” Wilcox said.
She is also worried about the visual
impact from the height of the proposed development, which could rise

W E E K LY
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more than 50 feet. The project calls
for an elevated development — with
the first floor starting 8 feet off the
ground — due to possible flooding in
the area.
The developer has asked city planQHUVWRZDLYHWKHFLW\·VIRRWKHLJKW
limit.
Wilcox believes that height is too
great.
“The surrounding neighborhoods,
including my own, are single-story
residential neighborhoods,” she said.
Despite some concerns, Charleston
Gardens and Greenmeadow residents
generally seem to be in support of the
project, Ellson and Wilcox said.
“I think our neighborhood fundamentally thinks the project is good,”
(OOVRQVDLG´,W·VELJ,W·VUHDOO\ELJEXW
nobody is raising red flags.”
Wilcox said some of her neighbors
have commented they are pleased the
rundown office building and parking
lot overgrown with weeds will be replaced with something new.
´:H·UH QRW DJDLQVW ZKDW·V KDSpening,” Wilcox said. “Overall our
neighborhood is welcoming the development.”
She said her neighbors are looking
forward to using the facilities at the
Campus for Jewish Life. A teen center, child-care center, 380-seat cultural hall, two swimming pools, fitness
center and sports field are planned for
the 8.5-acre portion of the site.
“We could have it a lot worse,”
Wilcox said. “We could have a whole
housing development there.” N
Staff Writer Lauren McSherry
can be reached at lmcsherry@
paweekly.com.

The Public Agenda
PALO ALTO CITY COUNCIL . . . The council will appoint members to
the Storm Drain Committee, hear an analysis of an proposed policeauditor program, consider a request for a Tentative Map for a proposed
mixed-use infill development at 260 Homer Avenue which would include
a commercial office use on the ground and second floors, and four residential condominium units on the third floor, and will consider a Budget
Amendment Ordinance for the reorganization of the Department of
Planning and Community Environment. The regular meeting will be held
at 7 p.m. Monday, March 13, in the Council Chambers of City Hall (250
Hamilton Ave.).
PALO ALTO UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT . . . The Board of Education will
vote on a proposal to raise the student-population caps at eight schools.
Board members will also hear an update on the district’s technology plan
and preliminary results from the teacher, parent and student surveys
administered in February. The meeting will be held at 7 p.m. Tuesday,
March 14, in the district’s board room (25 Churchill Ave.).
PALO ALTO POLICY AND SERVICES COMMITTEE . . . The committee
will review a proposed Revolving Door Ordinance and hear a recommendation regarding the procedures for appointment and duties of Emergency Standby Council Members, Tuesday, March 14 at 7 p.m. in the
Council Conference Room of City Hall (250 Hamilton Ave.).
PLANNING AND TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION . . . The commission
will hold a public hearing on the Zoning Ordinance Update and a study
session on the proposed Village Residential land use at 7 p.m. Wednesday, March 15, in the Council Chambers at City Hall (250 Hamilton Ave.).
PALO ALTO ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW BOARD . . . The board will
consider a request to reduce the required daylight plane and setback
along the northwest property line to allow tandem parking for 10 units
of the 96-unit Classic Communities development on West Bayshore
Road. The board will review two proposed Planned Community districts
at 901 San Antonio Road, the site of the proposed Campus for Jewish
Life and BUILD housing developments. The meeting will be held at 8
a.m. Thursday, March 16, in the Council Chambers at City Hall (250
Hamilton Ave.).

Call for Entries
15th Annual Palo Alto Weekly

Photo Contest
C AT E G O R I E S • PENINSULA PEOPLE • PENINSULA IMAGES
• VIEWS BEYOND THE PENINSULA • MANIPULATED IMAGES

PRIZES IN EACH CATEGORY
JUDGES:
•Norbert Von Der Groeben
•Dave Hibbard
•Joe Quever
•Brigitte Carnochan

FIRST PLACE:

SECOND PLACE:

THIRD PLACE:

YOUTH AWARD:

• $250 Cash
• $100 Gift Certificate from
University Art Center
• Individual membership to
the Palo Alto Art Center

• $150 cash
• $100 Gift Certificate to
Jungle Digital

•$100 Cash
•$100 Gift Certificate to
Photo Express

• 1st place $75 gift
Certificate from University
Art Center
• 2nd place $50 Gift
Certificate
from University Art Center
• 3rd place $25 Gift
Certificate from University
Art Center

ENTRY DEADLINE: April 7, 2006, 5:30pm

ENTRY FORM AND RULES AVAILABLE AT www.PaloAltoOnline.com
For more information call 650.326.8210 ext. 268 or e-mail rpalmer@paweekly.com

Photo Express
www.PaloAltoOnline.com
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ASK NOT: CRITICAL NATIONAL ISSUES, CRITICAL THINKERS
If not here, then where? If not you, then who?
If not now, then when? Learn the issues, take action!

Because the sun
never bills you.

Avenidas and Palo Alto League of
Women Voters invite the community
to attend a discussion on

The 36-year-old Palo Alto man who disapeared Feb. 28 while walking to an evening class at the Cubberley Community Center has returned
home.
Jason Lamont, who is diagnosed with bipolar disorder, returned to his
apartment on Alma Street Wednesday night after being gone for more
than a week. His mother, Carol Lamont, filed a missing person report
the day he disapeared and launched a search of her son with friends and
UHODWLYHV&DURO/DPRQWGLVWULEXWHGDKDQGPDGHIOLHUZLWKKHUVRQ·VSKRWR
and description to local stores.
Police conducted a welfare check on Lamont and he appeared to be
in good health. Lamont told police he had been spending time with
friends. N

Presenters: Fred Armstrong, former President of
the California Medical Association and Halstead
Holman, Director, California Physicians’ Alliance

Saturday, March 11, 2006
10 a.m. to noon
Avenidas, 450 Bryant Street, Palo Alto

VA patient’s escape triggers school lockdowns

Free Admission
Co-sponsors: American Association of University Women (Palo Alto
branch), Channing House, City of Palo Alto’s Family Resources, Lytton
Gardens, Palo Alto Adult School, Palo Alto Chamber of Commerce, Palo
Alto Uniﬁed School District, Palo Alto Medical Foundation, Peninsula
Volunteers

www.paloaltohardware.com
875 Alma Street, Palo Alto

650-327-7220

Information: www.avenidas.org or (650) 289-5400
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Is your
dog
getting
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danger?
We can help.
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Is your dog running off your
property and into trafﬁc?
Neighbor’s yards? Wilderness areas? Or chasing other
dogs, or even people? Then
let Invisible Fence® Brand
show you how your dog can
stay safe behind a wall that
no one can see - but that
your dog is guaranteed not
to cross!

SCHEDULE A FREE ON-SITE
EVALUATION TODAY!



CALL



1-888-738-1376

RECYCLE
YOUR
    
      



 





650-725-ARTS (2787) | http://livelyarts.stanford.edu
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News Digest
Missing man reappears

Financing Health Care in the U.S. - Two views
on how the health care delivery crisis can be
resolved.

$#

Upfront

Officials at Gunn High, Juana Briones Elementary and Terman Middle schools locked classroom doors and kept students inside at about 2:45
p.m. Tuesday while police officers searched the campuses looking for a
possibly aggressive or dangerous patient who had broken a window and
escaped from the nearby Palo Alto Veterans Affairs Hospital.
Barron Park Elementary School was not locked down, but teachers
kept students indoors until parents picked them up. The alert times varied
by school.
7KHHVFDSHGSDWLHQWZDVIRXQGODWHUWKDWDIWHUQRRQDWKLVJLUOIULHQG·V
house and is back at the hospital. An unfounded rumor of “a man with a
gun” heightened the alarm.
Doug Moran of the Barron Park Association, who had been closely
tracking the situation for neighbors, said he received a call from the
KRVSLWDO·VSUHVVRIILFHDWDERXWSPLQIRUPLQJKLPWKHSDWLHQWKDG
been found and returned.
Gunn Principal Noreen Likins sent an e-mail to parents in which she
said the school was notified about 2 p.m. by a call from the Palo Alto
Police Department.
“Several police officers arrived on campus and, when the man was not
picked up immediately, advised us to get all students inside for safety and to
keep them there, which is why we went to a 'Code Yellow' — our term for a
lockdown,” Likins said.
“During the lockdown, one of the students in the gym contacted a parent
and said that the reason there was a lockdown was that there was a man with
a gun. This information was communicated to PAPD and even more police
immediately descended onto campus.
“They established that the allegation about the gun was unsubstantiated,”
she said. The lockdown was ended about 3:15 p.m. when police said they had
reliable information the man had taken a bus to San Jose.
“Our first concern is always for the safety of our students and staff, who responded very well today. Everyone was calm and cooperative,” she said. “Our
thanks go to them and to PAPD, which acted very quickly and was wonderful
in keeping us informed and covered throughout the whole incident.”
Gunn Assistant Principal Tom Jacoubowsky said the Palo Alto police officials “viewed this man as dangerous.”
The patient, a 48-year-old man, was discovered missing from the hospital
at 2:45 p.m., at which point the Palo Alto police were called to establish a
perimeter and start a search, said Kerri Childress, communications officer
at the hospital.
Because of confidentiality laws, Childress was unable to give any information about the patient or what he was being treated for.
“He is not a threat to the community,” Childress said in response to the
FRQFHUQDERXWKLVEHLQJGDQJHURXV´+HZDVRQDORFNGRZQEXWWKDWGRHVQ·W
mean he is dangerous to others.”
Sgt. John Costa said police ordered the lockdown as a precautionary move
to allow time for officers to reach the campuses and deploy through the
neighborhoods.
Costa said the “dangerous” characterization might be too strong. “We had
information that in his current state he might be aggressive,” he said. N

Palo Alto man identified in train death
The man who was killed by a Caltrain in Palo Alto last Friday morning has
been identified as Jon William Erickson, 49, of Palo Alto. A spokeswoman
for the Santa Clara County Medical Examiner's office said a family member
made the identification Tuesday morning.
There is a Jon W. Erickson listed on Rambow Drive near East Meadow
Drive. No cause of death has been given yet because the case has not been
closed.
Erickson apparently stepped in front of a southbound Caltrain near East
Meadow Drive shortly before 8:30 a.m. last Friday.
“The engineer of the train reported seeing the man step out onto the
tracks,” Caltrain spokesman Jonah Weinberg said. “Although the coroner
will make the final determination, it would appear to be a suicide.” N
—Don Kazak
ON THE WEB: The latest local news headlines at www.PaloAltoOnline.com
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)XOO6HUYLFH)DPLO\5HVRXUFH&HQWHU
Over 25 Years of Experience
Serving Peninsula Parents and Children from Birth to Age 18
Knowledgeable Professional Staff of Parent Educators & Child Therapists

&RPSUHKHQVLYH$UUD\RI)DPLO\)ULHQGO\6HUYLFHV
 JURXSV ZRUNVKRSV SDUHQWFRDFKLQJ FRQVXOWDWLRQV  PXOWLPHGLD
UHVRXUFHOLEUDU\ FKLOGFDUHEXOOHWLQERDUG  GURSLQSOD\FHQWHU
 FKLOG IDPLO\FRXQVHOLQJ  WXWRUVPHQWRUV  YROXQWHHURSSRUWXQLWLHV

:LWK2YHU'LIIHUHQW(GXFDWLRQDO:RUNVKRSV(DFK4XDUWHU
Positive Discipline  Turn Off The TV - Turn On Creativity  No More Diapers: Toilet Learning
Raising Multicultural and Multilingual Children  Choosing a Kindergarten
Preparing for Adolescence  Navigating Homework Challenges  Making and Keeping Friends

Visit us on the web at

www.ParentsPlaceOnline.org
Call us at
$1RQVHFWDULDQ3URJUDPRI-HZLVK)DPLO\DQG&KLOGUHQpV6HUYLFHV

or

650/688-3040 for a complete class list.

200 Channing Avenue, Palo Alto
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"I am now participating in my
63rd consecutive session and I can think
of no better way to start each day. I am
devoted to Community BootCamp and
I am absolutely a Happy Camper!"   



  



 





   

Next session starts on March 20, 2006

info@timeoutservices.com
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Sign up for
e-bulletins.
Get breaking news
e-mails.
Be the first to
know.

Breaking
News
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home guide • rentals • community calendar •
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estate • online coupons •seniors • photo
reprints • shopping • best of palo alto • home
& garden • personals • sports • arts & entertainment • archives • class guide • open
home
guide • rentals • community calendar •
www.PaloAltoOnline.com
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Stanford Medical School Blood Center

Share a part of your life –
Give blood
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1-888-723-7831
http://BloodCenter.Stanford.edu
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0ALO !LTO (ARDWARE 'IFT #ERTIFICATES

PHOTO 15th Annual
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deadline
April 7, 2006

Go to Palo Alto Online
for contest rules and
information

0ALO !LTO (ARDWARE
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IN DOWNTOWN 0ALO !LTO

www.PaloAltoOnline.com

Elegant senior living by Sunrise is
coming soon to Palo Alto
Information Center located at 450 Sheridan Avenue
(nearest cross street is El Camino Real)
Introducing Sunrise Assisted Living…a place where
families will discover excellence in senior care.
Here, we’ll offer a full spectrum of assisted living
services—from light support to daily comprehensive
care, including medication assistance and continence management. Compassionate caregivers
will offer gentle assistance—tailored to individual
needs and preferences—in the warmth and comfort
of a gracious home.

Call our Information Center at Sunrise Assisted
Living of Palo Alto today! Let us know how we can
help you meet the care needs of a senior in your life.
Ask about our innovative Reminiscence Program
for those with memory impairment.

650-326-1108

Assisted Living, Alzheimer’s Care

Community under construction at 2701 El Camino Real, Palo Alto, CA 94306
For more information and a FREE online newsletter, visit www.sunriseseniorliving.com
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Preschools
(continued from page 3)
access and cost, among other issues.
Many early childhood educators in
Palo Alto are still trying to learn the
ins and outs of Proposition 82.
´3KLORVRSKLFDOO\ ,·P DOO IRU WKH
idea,” said Sharon Keplinger, direcWRURIWKH3DOR$OWRVFKRROGLVWULFW·V
childhood development programs.
´%XW WKHUH LV VR PXFK WKDW·V XQclear.”
8QGHU WKH SURSRVLWLRQ·V WHUPV
less than 1 percent of the population
would pay for the initiative. Only
California residents who earn more
than $400,000 a year and families
that earn more than $800,000 a year
would be required to pay the tax.
According to supporters, that would
generate about $2.4 million a year,
which would be doled out through
county offices of education to qualified preschools. Any existing private
or nonprofit preschool can elect to
participate — including those operated by school districts, as well as
family childcare and communitybased providers.
Tania Azevedo runs the Heads Up
Childhood Development Center on
El Camino Real in Palo Alto. The
center, which has been here for nearly 20 years, serves a few dozen preschoolers and costs between $1,175
and $1,900 a month. The center is
one of the more expensive sites, but
is certainly not outrageous in Palo
Alto terms.
“Our school is very expensive.
It would be wonderful if everyone
could afford it,” Azevedo said.
Like Keplinger, Azevedo has not
taken a position on the initiative, supporting the idea, but wanting to learn
more about possible ramifications of
the proposal.
Diane Chambers, director of the
Young Life Christian Preschool on
Arastradero Road, also said she
wants to read more about the initiative.
Her center serves about 30 children a day and costs $980 a month.
Like most providers in the state, the
Young Life Christian Preschool has
a waiting list every year.
“The waiting list is mostly for the
part-time program. We have fewer
spots for them, which makes us feel
very horrible,” Chambers said.
Other providers have already made
XSWKHLUPLQG³WKH\GRQ·WOLNHWKH
proposition. One major concern for
opponents is it will require all preVFKRROWHDFKHUVWRHDUQDEDFKHORU·V
degree and all teacher assistants to
HDUQDQDVVRFLDWH·VGHJUHHLQWKHQH[W

eight years.
“A lot of people who are in this
field are moms. There is no way a
busy mom is going to have time to go
back to school,” said Randall, whose
center on Charleston Road costs
$1,380 a month.
Like many other current providers,
Randall receives a stipend from the
Santa Clara County CARES Stipend
Program, which gives cash incentives from $100 to $4,500 to encourage providers to continue schooling
in early-childhood education.
Randall said her two children are
older now, but if Proposition 82 had
come along when she was in her late
20s with young kids her “job could
be jeopardized.”
“The only people who are qualiILHGDUHGLUHFWRUV7KDW·VRQHGLUHFWRU
SHUVLWH:H·UHWDONLQJDORWRISHRSOHµ
whose jobs will be jeopardized now,
she said.
Randall has already decided that
she will not apply for funds if the initiative passes, meaning she will not
accept subsidized students.
´,W·V D UHDOO\ VHOILVK DWWLWXGH EXW
, FDQ·W NHHS P\ WHDFKHUV HQUROOHG
if I take subsidized children,” she
added.
The furor surrounding the initiaWLYH·V WHDFKHUTXDOLILFDWLRQ UHTXLUHment has spread throughout Palo
Alto. Bonnie Mathisen, director of
WKH0RQWHVVRUL'LVFRYHU\&KLOGUHQ·V
House on Parkside Drive — which
charges $700 a month — said 70
percent of her teachers currently hold
college degrees and many of the others have already gone back to school
in some capacity. She is, however,
upset about the requirement.
“I can tell you there are many
teachers in preschool who have been
doing it for a long time and are really
YHU\JRRGµVKHVDLG´7KH\·UHJRLQJ
WREHRXWRIMREVRUWKH\·UHJRLQJWR
EHGHPRWHGLIWKH\·UHLQVFKRROVWKDW
go for this funding. I just think this
makes no sense.”
Don Bolce, assistant director of for
the Santa Clara County Office of EdXFDWLRQ·V&HQWHUIRU(GXFDWLRQ3ODQning, said his office has not taken a
position on the initiative yet.
“We realize it would be a major
job and a very important job to plan
to and implement. But the initiative
KDV QRW SDVVHG :H·UH WU\LQJ WR JHW
prepared for the planning process if
it is passed,” he said.
For more information on Proposition 82, visit www.preschoolforallca.com and www.stopreiner.org. N
Staff writer Alexandria Rocha can be e-mailed at arocha@
paweekly.com.
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Sunrise of Palo Alto

Upfront

Arts & Entertainment
A weekly guide to music, theater, art, movies and more, edited by Rebecca Wallace

Norbert von der Groeben

Right: Paly actors
Arunima Kohli,
Kevin Townsend
and Lisa Kellerman
at rehearsal. Lisa is
wearing one of the
prop cars designed
by parent Dan Nitzah. Below: Choir
teacher Michael
Najar, who wrote
“Love Songs in
Traffic,” is still finetuning music and
dialogue, with help
from his actors.

by Terry Tang

Norbert von der Groeben

on the

ROAD
T

he road to mounting Paly’s spring musical has
been bumpier than usual.
When the rights to
“Les Misérables” proved
too expensive, Palo Alto High
School drama instructor and director Kristen Lo had to pick another show. Then she remembered
choir teacher Michael Najar’s pet
project. Two years ago, Najar had
described a musical he had writ-

ten set against the Los Angeles
freeway system.
When Najar played Lo some of
the tunes and outlined the plot,
she realized he wasn’t using the
term “musical” loosely.
“The more songs he played, the
more he told me of the characters — it had political messages,
it had a love story, it had all the
(continued on next page

Paly
thespians
dare to take
on a new
musical, ‘Love
Songs in
Traffic’
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On the road
(continued from previous page)

great aspects of a musical,” Lo
said. “I thought it would be great
to stage.”
Although staging an unheard-of,
untested work provoked grumbling
from a few students, they quickly
learned the show goes on — with
or without them.
For the first time in recent memory, a faculty member’s work will
take center stage for the school’s
spring production. Inspired by a
real-life, ongoing scuffle between
South Pasadena and Alhambra,
“Love Songs In Traffic” will pre-

miere at Paly’s Haymarket Theatre
on March 17.
The urban song-fest revolves
around the love connection between Dave, a Caltrans worker;
and Sarah, a daughter of South
Pasadena preservationists; as they
clash over a freeway expansion that
would disturb picturesque “South
Pas.”
Now, as the cast practices changing lanes with their prop vehicles
during the opening number, “Are
You In My Mirror,” the road seems
to have smoothed itself out.
When “Traffic” was first greenlighted last year, some students’
eyebrows went up. A few who had
eagerly anticipated doing a block-
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buster such as “Les Miz” were
more vocal about their disappointment.
A mini-drama surfaced when Paly’s school newspaper, The Campanile, published a story on the matter a month before auditions. Two
students, using pseudonyms, said
an unknown show wouldn’t draw
audiences. Perhaps indicative of
the stress that high-achieving teens
feel over resumes and applications,
the students claimed that doing an
unknown production would harm
their chances of getting accepted
into music conservatories.
A likelier scenario is that conservatories, which usually audition
applying seniors between January
and March, will look at trial performances above all else.
“We wouldn’t view an unknown
musical as a detriment,” said Alexander Brose, director of admission
at the San Francisco Conservatory of Music. “For a stand-alone
conservatory like ours, we look at
their audition. We certainly look at
recommendations and high-school
transcripts. But I think an unknown
musical is kind of an interesting
thing to do.”
Having worked in musical theater before, Najar expected some
gripes. Yet he and Lo felt the newspaper story inaccurately depicted
a tense teachers-versus-students
climate.
“It bothered me that The Campanile published a story based on one
student’s opinion and then titled it
‘controversial musical,’” Najar said,
but added that the story itself was
less worrisome than the headline.
“The content didn’t bother me. If
you hang out around a theater long
enough, there’s a reason we have
drama kings — and drama queens
— for that matter.”
Any tension seems to have evaporated. After the article came out,
Lo initiated class discussions about
everyone’s anxieties. Except for
some of her students who had to
focus on grades, most tried out in
the end. About three-fourths of the
32-member cast is enrolled in the
drama program. Some contend that
only a small segment of the drama
crowd is made of musical-theater
buffs who take production choices
seriously.
“I really don’t agree with any
of them,” said Sarah Ferguson, a
senior who plays Karen, Sarah’s
well-to-do mother. “I think it’s really exciting to do something no
one has ever done.”
Others aren’t worried that unfamiliarity will breed disinterest.
“I can’t see it making less people
come,” said senior Danya Taymor,
president of Paly’s Thespian Society, who plays a “Traffic” radio DJ.
“Our one-act festival, where the
plays are written by students, draws
one of our biggest audiences.”
Of course, Najar wants to get
more foot traffic beyond the obligatory parents and friends.
“I hope with this one, we’ll get
people who are theatergoers who
want to hear and see something new
and different,” Najar said. “’Into
the Woods,’ do we need to see it
again? I love ‘Into the Woods’ but
somewhere in Palo Alto, 24-seven,
there’s always a production of it going on.”
Although not as biting as Ste-

phen Sondheim, “Traffic” definitely has a satirical edge with its
playful pokes at the warring cities
and their political antics. Some of
the dramatic moments spliced in
amid all the comedy will come
from the couple-to-be, Dave and
Sarah. Their attraction, of course,
culminates in a romantic number,
“For You.”
Najar hesitates to compare the
musical to any particular Broadway
show. But he said he wanted the 16
musical numbers to encompass a
broad spectrum of genres. They include 1950s doo-wop, a jazzy love
song crooned by a guy to his car
and a standard big-Broadway tune
with the chorus. Elements of hip
hop, rock ‘n’ roll and the tango will
also be heard.

"It's really exciting to
do something no one
has ever done."
—Actor Sarah Ferguson
Having the playwright-composer-lyricist just steps away has
taught students the challenges of
the workshop process. New musicals typically undergo various
changes before their debut. Alterations could be anything from cutting a song to speeding a scene’s
pace. Broadway-bound shows are
usually developed through previews in major cities.
For opening night at Paly, Najar
is listening to what his performers
think.
During rehearsal, Najar is clearly
still tweaking music and dialogue.
Most of the cast have embraced
this since the tweaks aren’t coming from just one direction.
“If something doesn’t feel right
or you can add something, you can
do that,” Ferguson said. “He gives
you greater ability to develop the
character and make your character
your own person.”
Freshman Jovan Bennett, who
won the role of Dave, has adapted
to taking on changes at each rehearsal.
“I think it’s not that hard because
I am a fast learner,” said Bennett,
whose twin brother, Joerelle, is also
in the cast. “I think that it’s always
exciting to see what new thing or
song or lines (Mr. Najar) has for
me or for anyone.”
Helping to workshop a musical,
Lo said, can only be an invaluable
learning experience for students.
There are fewer challenges in directing an established show that
has already been staged a certain
way many times over.
“I know it’s scary for them. It’s
a new work — will anyone come?
But I feel like I’m doing a disservice to my kids to not show them
this side of theater,” Lo said.
The choir instructor has no
qualms about collaborating with
students on minute details. To him,
their input reaffirms their commitment to the show. Inclusive by
nature, Najar doesn’t mind retooling songs to suit someone’s voice
range. He even offered extra rehearsal during the week-long winter break, telling students: “I need
you to believe in this. I will do anything for you to get this right.”

The show’s unique visual aspects should also stand out. For
the freeway scenes, the actors
needed makeshift cars they could
get in and out of easily. Parent Dan
Nitzah devised a prototype rebar
frame. Worn with suspenders, the
steel frames have extensions representing a rearview mirror and
steering wheel. As in a Flintstones
cartoon, the actors’ feet do the
driving. They also plan to decorate
their “cars” with furry dice, bumper stickers and other auto adornments.
Paly’s music teacher since 2003,
Najar — a former Alhambra resident — has spent plenty of time
in traffic. He had always been intrigued by the Interstate-710 conflict, which has dragged on for
more than 40 years. The 23-mile
freeway runs south-to-north from
Long Beach to Alhambra, with
major congestion. But an extended
freeway would cut through South
Pasadena, which Najar compares to
Atherton in terms of income and
ambience. The city has spent millions fighting the idea, even paying
a special litigation tax.
The musical spin on the saga
couldn’t have wrapped if Najar
hadn’t relocated to the Peninsula.
“I couldn’t finish this until I
moved out of L.A. I couldn’t get a
new perspective,” he said.
L.A. touches will definitely be
felt throughout the show. Najar has
recruited a high school pal to help
arrange the music. A composer for
TV and film, his friend has written music for such shows as “Desperate Housewives” and the cable
movie “Reefer Madness.”
Whether or not “Traffic” is received well critically, Najar will
have no regrets. Youthful “rockstar” ambitions behind him, he gets
a high from hearing his lyrics and
music come out of someone else’s
mouth.
“The other day, a kid came in the
class humming one of my songs. I
don’t think he knew I was there.
That’s such a privilege to have anyone appreciate it.” ■

What: “Love Songs In Traffic,” a new musical by Paly choir
teacher Michael Najar
Where: Palo Alto High
School’s Haymarket Theatre,
50 Embarcadero Road
When: The show opens Friday, March 17, at 8 p.m. with a
gala, dance and silent auction
afterward. Additional show
times are March 22 at 4 p.m.
and March 18, 23, 24 and 25 at
8 p.m.
Cost: Tickets are $5 for students and $10 for adults. The
opening night gala is $20.
Info: For tickets and information, call (650) 329-3857

About the cover:
Playing the “Love Songs in
Traffic” romantic lead, Caltrans worker Dave, Paly freshman Jovan Bennett croons and
cruises, wearing a prop car.
Photograph by Norbert von der
Groeben.
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Teddy Abrams started college at 11 and is now a graduate student in
conducting at age 18. “He’s someone who lives, eats and breathes music,” says San Francisco Chamber Orchestra music director Ben Simon.

Youthful maestro
Palo Alto conductor and musician has a wealth
of experience at age 18
by Adena DeMonte

T

eddy Abrams’ elementary
school in Oakland did not
have a school band. He played
sports and began piano lessons outside of school at 4, without giving
any significant signs of his abilities
— or of his future mentorship by
San Francisco Symphony conductor Michael Tilson Thomas.
When Teddy was 8, another elementary school’s band played at
his school. His eyes lit up. He first
wanted to play the saxophone, but
his fingers were too small so he
chose the clarinet. He joined the
Berkeley Youth Orchestra and
showed his talent within months,
his mother, Marilyn Abrams,
said.
“Teachers would come up to me
and say, ‘He’s a genius.’ The conductor would come out and say,
‘Who does he belong to?’ Other
people would say that when he
played, it would make them cry,”
she said. “One day I turned to him
and said, ‘I guess you know what
you’re doing (with your life).’”
At age 11, Teddy enrolled in
Laney College in Oakland to ensure that his schedule would be
flexible enough for his intensive
musical studies.
Today, at 18, Abrams has his
home base in Palo Alto, where
his family now lives. But he’s a
graduate conducting student at
the prestigious Curtis Institute of
Music in Philadelphia, a school
with an alum list that reads like a
Who’s Who in classical music. It
includes Leonard Bernstein, whose
first published piece upon his own

graduation from Curtis, “Sonata
for Clarinet and Piano,” will be
performed by Abrams next weekend in a free concert with the San
Francisco Chamber Orchestra at
Stanford University.
Abrams’ experience as a clarinetist, pianist, conductor and composer includes international tours,
conducting at Carnegie Hall, and
studying with such luminaries as
Michael Tilson Thomas, German
conductor Otto-Werner Mueller, and David Breeden, principal
clarinetist of the San Francisco
Symphony.
Abrams graduated with a bachelor’s degree from the San Francisco Conservatory of Music last
spring, and is the youngest in his
class at Curtis; his fellow students
range from 18 to 35. He’s passionate about the future of classical
music and opinionated about music education. He recognizes that
talent only goes so far and that
mentors, educators and family are
a key ingredient in success as a
musician.
“People don’t wake up and become conductors or instrumentalists,” said Abrams. “You need
someone there to help you.”
As Abrams speaks, youthful enthusiasm is infused in his articulate
dialogue; it unabashedly permeates
his carefully thought-out speech as
he notes how much fun it is to get
to take a week off of school to visit
Miami when he works with the
New World Symphony in Florida.
“Teddy has the affect of a nerd,
and he’ll admit to this,” said San

Francisco Chamber Orchestra music director Ben Simon, who also
conducts the Palo Alto Chamber
Orchestra. “He walks around with
a pencil behind his ear, sometimes
two, an armful of scores and a
distracted air. He’s someone who
lives, eats and breathes music.”
Abrams first earned the attention
of his major mentor, Thomas, one
night backstage after a San Francisco Symphony concert. Marin
Symphony Orchestra conductor
Alasdair Neale was in Thomas’
dressing room at the time, discussing the evening’s performance.
As Neale recalls it, Thomas
turned to 9-year-old Abrams and
asked him, “What kind of tunes
are you playing recently? He answered, ‘Lately I’ve been getting
really into the Bartók Contrasts.’
Our expressions changed, and we
were both thinking this is a rather
exceptional kid.”
Abrams went on to play in the
San Francisco Youth Orchestra,
and Thomas took an interest in
Abrams’ development. The young
clarinetist also wanted to conduct,
and Thomas offered him the opportunity to work with his New
World Symphony.
Abrams finished his academic
classes at 16, and transferred to
the San Francisco Conservatory
of Music to major in piano, after
struggling with the instrument for
years. As Abrams describes it, the
piano “is the easiest to press down
and play, but the hardest to make
sound good because it is the most
mechanical and disconnected.”
Arriving at his adult years wellrounded and confident in his musical abilities, Abrams divides his
time among attending class, doing
conducting and instrumental work,
keeping in touch with West Coast
friends and pursuing hobbies.
“Anybody in the arts should not
just sit in their practice room. It’s
really crucial to get out and see
things,” Abrams said. His pastimes
include attending San Francisco
Giants games, laughing at his favorite comedian, Robin Williams;
and studying public transportation systems. It’s an interest he
ˆ with the Czech composer
shares
Dvorák, who, he noted, “knew every single train coming in and out
of Prague.”
Friend and fellow musician
Elizabeth Dorman speaks fondly
of Abrams, saying: “He is very serious and intense, but he’s also got
a silly side. He’s extremely loyal to
his friends.”
Abrams’ choice to pursue a career as a conductor has been heavily influenced by his desire to
spread excitement about classical
music. He is discontented with the
funding for music education in the
country, and says it’s important
to get young people to the symphony.
“If the conductor wants, he can
be the one who can make classical
music interesting. He can go into
schools and bring students into the
concert hall and make them understand why it is important,” Abrams
said.
As a composer, he feels there
should be a balance between tradition and innovation. He disagrees
with the post-modern idea of ignoring an audience in the creation

of art.
“A lot of modern music is hard to
listen to, and it doesn’t have to be,”
he said. “Mozart certainly had his
audience in mind. Stravinsky had
his audience in mind, and the notion that the audience is irrelevant
is not the best one.”
He’s also interested in the possibility of using technology to educate others about classical music,
and runs the International Music
Association Web community at
www.imusicassociation.com.
“Technology is one thing that
reaches people,” he said. “If you
can capitalize on that, you can get
the word out.” ■

What: “Bernstein Bash!” an
evening of music and dance
presented by the San Francisco Chamber Orchestra,
including clarinet player Teddy
Abrams
Where: One of the three
concerts will be held locally, at
Stanford University
When: 7:30 p.m. March 18
Cost: There is a small admission charge.
Info: Call 415-248-1640 or
go to www.sfchamberorchestra.org.

THINK CLEARLY!
Discover from best-selling author L. Ron
Hubbard the only effective and all-natural
program for eliminating the devastating effects
of drugs, pollutants and toxic substances,
allowing you to think clearly!
Learn how the Purification® program can help
you:
• Have more energy

Also available
in Spanish.

• Be more alert
• Improve memory
• Feel happier

Available in paperback $14.95 + tax.
Call (650)969-5262 to order your
copy. All orders shipped within 24
hours, postage paid.

© 2006 CSMV. All Rights Reserved.
PURIFICATION is a registered trademark.
Printed in the USA.

PENINSULA INTERFAITH ACTION ~ PIA
Taking the Time to Recognize and Thank the
“Heroes” Among Us Who Make Our Community Better

Honoring

Assemblymember Gene Mullin
California State Assembly, District 19

Mr. Michael Kieschnick
Co-Founder & President, Working Assets

& Rev. Frances Hall Kieschnick
The Beatitudes Society

Community Heroes
From local congregations will be recognized for their dedicated
and effective leadership.

April 28, 2006
Computer History Museum
1401 North Shoreline Blvd., Mountain View
11:30 a.m. – 1:30 p.m.
Lunch & Program

Reserve your seat now!
Ticket Price: $100 ~ Table Sponsorships Start At $1,500
Contact: Peninsula Interfaith Action (PIA)
Phone: 650-592-9181 ext. 12
www.PIAPICO.org
Lisapiapico@sbcglobal.net
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It’s All About The Kids
Parents, check out the great camps and
summer activities! Camp Directors, reach 79,000
homes with an ad in Summer Fun in Classiﬁeds
and on Fogster.com

MAKING
IT
EASIER
FOR
YOU!

STERN
MORTGAGE
COMPANY
Residential Loans
638 Middleﬁeld Rd.
Palo Alto

Norbert von der Groeben

Call Irene Schwartz - 650.326.8210 x213
or email ischwartz@fogster.com to reserve your
space in this popular, annual special feature.

British painter Judith Cain’s fascination with the former Soviet republic of Kazakhstan is captured on canvas.
“Down by the Illy River-1,” for example, depicts a silvery river she describes as “beautiful, wild, mystical.”

650-322-7277

Central Asian memories

Broker #012098680

British artist Judith Cain brings Kazakhstan
to Palo Alto through her paintings

OUR 27 TH YEAR
www.sternmortage.com

EYE
CARE
NEWS
Presented by

Mark Schmidt
Licensed Optician

COLORED CONTACTS
Those who wear contact lenses have options concerning the color of their lenses.A visibility tint usually consists of a light blue or green tint added to the
lenses to make them easier to locate, thus, easier to
insert and remove and find when dropped.The light
tint does not affect eye color.An enhancement tint,
which is solid but translucent, is a little darker than a
visibility tint and does affect eye color.It is meant to
enhance the natural color of the eyes.Color tints go
even further with color intensity that dramatically

changes the color of the eyes with an opaque tint.
None of these opaque colored contacts cover the
pupil with color, which would alter color perception.
Contact lenses can be an exciting alternative to
glasses.Colored contacts range from a light tint to
eye-color enhancing tints that can change or enhance
your eye color.At MENLO OPTICAL, we emphasize
personal service and take the time to answer your
questions and inform you about your eyewear
options.We fit a variety of contacts and provide
instructions on how to clean and wear the lenses.
Call us at 322-3900, or bring your prescription to
1166 University Drive, on the corner of Oak Grove
Avenue and University Drive.
P.S. Light-filtering colors are the only lenses
that cover the pupil with a tint intended to
enhance certain colors, primarily to increase
sports performance.
Mark Schmidt is an American Board of Opticianry and
National Contact Lens Examiners Certified Optician
licensed by the Medical Board of California. He can be
easily reached at Menlo Optical, 1166 University
Drive, Menlo Park. 650-322-3900

by Rebecca Wallace

P

ainter Judith Cain looks
wonderingly at her snapshot
of a weather-worn, forgotten leather factory in Kazakhstan. Even the trucks out front are
empty.
“These lorries were all over,
as though someone had just left
them. They were just sinking into
the ground,” she says in a soft
English accent. The light of the
Chelsea Art Gallery in Palo Alto
makes her pale blond pageboy
gleam as she addresses a small
crowd at a reception.
A few photos later, she’s beaming at a pink peony. “I’d never
seen them growing in the wild,”
she says.
During her travels a few years
ago in Kazakhstan, a Central
Asian nation almost four times
the size of Texas, Cain has seen

Consignment Furniture

both extremes. Every day she was
confronted with both the former
Soviet republic’s rusting industrial
past and its living landscapes. The
two coexist — sometimes uneasily, sometimes gently — in her
acrylic paintings, which are on
exhibit through April 23 at the
gallery.
Precise rectangles contrast
with green fields in many works.
In “On the Steppe-1,” which is a
commanding 54-and-a-half inches
by 58-and-a-half inches, there’s a
strong delineation between manmade and natural. The rectangles
stand out in a high mountain
range, while the bottom half of
the painting is an emerald meadow dotted with flowers.
The two extremes are interwoven more closely in images from
Almaty, Kazakhstan’s largest

Accessories & Gifts

The Best
of
New & Old.

Since 1992, the ﬁrst and ﬁnest in consigned furniture.

Open 10-4 Tuesday, Wednesday & Saturday
67 Encina, one block north of Embarcadero Rd., Palo Alto 650 324-8791
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As in many of Cain’s paintings,
“On the Steppe-1” mixes the
stark rectangles of Kazakhstan’s
industrial history with its verdant
landscapes.
city. In “In and Around Almaty9,” a checkerboard of a variety of
flowers calls to mind the pressed
flora Cain saw in a museum. But
planted throughout the pattern
are bleak little buildings. Some
have spires like smoke-blackened
chimneys.
Cain, who has shown her work
in New York, Great Britain and

"I need to work on six
or seven paintings at a
time."
—Judith Cain
Geneva, studied at Leeds College
of Art & Design in Britain in the
1960s and later at Goldsmiths
College in London. These days,
she also teaches at Leeds Metropolitan University, where she’s
been since 1985. This exhibit is
her California debut.
Inspiration often comes to her
out in nature, in many lands. A
few of the paintings in the exhibit
are not from Central Asia: “On
the Periphery of the Dark Wood,”
for example, got its start during
a bike ride through an Ireland
countryside so remote that Cain

Arts & Entertainment

What: “Being in Place: Landscapes of Central Asia,” an exhibit of Judith Cain’s paintings
Where: Chelsea Art Gallery,
440 Kipling St., Palo Alto
When: Through April 23.
Opening hours are 11 a.m. to
7 p.m. Wednesday through
Saturday and noon to 5 p.m.
Sundays.
Cost: Free
Info: Call (650) 324-4450 or
go to www.chelseaartgallery.
com.

BodyKneads

Opening night for ‘Ad Libs’
Weekly launches new arts blog
by Rebecca Wallace

SPA+SALON

Start Fresh &
Pamper Yourself
Manicure and Spa Pedicure

$16 reg $37

T

oday’s launch of Ad Libs, my
new arts and entertainment
blog at blog.paloaltoonline.
com/adlibs, marks the beginning
of more personal coverage of our
area’s dynamic arts scene.
To complement the Weekly’s
print A&E edition, I’ll regularly
post items that add a little something. They could be behindthe-scenes tidbits, mini-reviews
of jazz concerts or photography
shows, or pieces of breaking news
that just couldn’t wait for the Friday paper.
Through it all, I’ll add personal
musings about the creative folks
and efforts I see every day. And
here and there I’ll weave in some
of my own arts experiences. I’m
a singer, actor and wannabe tap
dancer, as well as a serious community theater junkie with a passion for all things Hungarian (I
used to sing with a country-western band in Budapest).
I’ll also get to use words like
“moxie.”
A blog also adds new dimensions to arts coverage: we can post
audio and video files and a wealth
of photos, so readers can see and
hear what we’re writing about. If
you’re reading about a guy who
ties himself into a slip knot while
playing “Tangled Up in Blue” on
kazoo, you’ve got to see it
Before I became A&E editor at
the Weekly, I covered the city of
Menlo Park for The Almanac, our
sister paper. My coworkers and I
used to joke about creating our
own version of the Living Newspaper, a Depression-era program
where actors put on plays about
social issues.

Express Mini Facial, Manicure & Spa
Pedicure $65 reg $87
Gift certificates available
810 San Antonio Rd., Palo Alto
650.852.0546 • 7 days, 10am-10pm
www.bodykneads-dayspa.com
Offer ends March 31st 06

Ron Evans

felt she was discovering it for the
first time. Deep grays reflect the
fog and feeling of the day, and
horizontal bands give the sense of
“a film strip, a journey,” she said.
A day in Cain’s studio could,
in fact, take her on a far-reaching
journey. “I need to work on six
or seven paintings at a time, and
they’re all in different stages,” she
said.
Cain became intrigued by Central Asia when she heard of people
transporting items by camel there.
Watching her show her photos
and paintings, it seems she will
be taken with the region for some
time to come.
She seems especially intrigued
by Kazakhstan’s areas that feel
and deserted. One photo depicts
an old Almaty apple orchard
planted by long-gone Russians
and now overgrown. There are
also bus stops in the middle of
nowhere on a vast steppe, and a
derelict collective farm.
Cain also recalls following a
lake about 100 miles long and
never seeing anyone on it.
“We picnicked nearby. Later,
we learned nuclear testing had
been done in the area,” she says,
then smiles and gives a small
adventurer’s shrug. “Anyway, we
survived.” ■

Rebecca Wallace is the Weekly's
arts editor.
We’d go to people’s houses and
act out the top Almanac stories of
the day, we announced. That way,
people who don’t like to read can
also be informed. I’ll play the
mayor casting the controversial
vote. You can be the cat stuck up
a tree, and you can re-enact the
winning high school touchdown.
(Funny, no one ever volunteers
to act out the story about the increase in garbage rates.)
I have hopes that Ad Libs will
serve a similar purpose.
Like the Living Newspaper, a
blog is more than just words on
a page. It’s changing and evolving all the time; it’s alive. And
who knows — someone out there
just might find a creative angle on
garbage rates. Interpretive dance?
Yodeling?
I’m looking forward to hearing
your comments on Ad Libs. You
can post them online or e-mail
them to me at rwallace@paweekly.com. ■

Real Estate Matters
SAVED BY THE NET!
You’re ready to list, but are you
ready to sell? Let’s say that on the
first day your home is for sale, your
agent shows it to prospective
buyers. They love it, and sign a purchase offer on the spot. You were
asking $1,450,000, and they offer
$1,390,000. Because they are relocating, they need an answer right
away. What do you say?
You don’t say, "We just can’t
give you an answer that soon."
These buyers are motivated and
prepared to buy your home, with a
written offer and earnest money
deposit.
So how do you make up your
mind so quickly? You must simply
decide what your rock-bottom price
is before your home is even shown.
Be prepared to negotiate on-thespot by first asking your agent for a
"Net" sheet based on your asking
price.
The sheet will show what
expenses must be paid out of the
gross sales price, i.e. closing costs,
brokerage fee, the payoff on your
existing mortgage, etc. - resulting in

the "net" proceeds that you will
receive at closing.
Next, ask the agent to figure
other net sheets based on receiving
95% or even 90% of the asking
price. This helps you determine the
absolute lowest offer you can
accept. Once you know that figure,
keep it to yourself and be prepared
for all possibilities!
Jackie Schoelerman is a Broker
Associate with Alain Pinel Realtors.
She has degrees in both Architecture and Business Finance, with
extensive experience in Real Estate,
Architecture, and Construction.
Call Jackie for real estate advice.

J a c kie Sc ho e ler ma n
www.schoelerman.com

650-855-9700
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A Guide to the Spiritual Community
Ananda

A Place of Awakening
Sunday Celebration
9-9:45 am
10-11:30

Meditation
Worship and Satsang

2171 El Camino Real, Palo Alto
Paramhansa Yogananda for a free brochure, call (650) 323-3363 or visit
Author of Autobiography
www.anandapaloalto.org
of a Yogi

Los Altos
Lutheran
Church

Sunday, March 12, 10:00 a.m.

ELCA

Pastor David K. Bonde
9:00 am Worship
10:30 am Education
Nursery Care Provided
Alpha Courses

650-948-3012

ESaZSgC\WbSR;SbV]RWab1Vc`QV

Stanford
Memorial Church
University Public Worship

460 S. El Monte Ave., Los Altos

"Why Suffer?"
The Rev. Scotty McLennan
Dean for Religious Life
!LL ARE
WELCOME
)NFORMATION
  

Music featuring University Organist Robert Huw Morgan and the
Stanford Memorial Church Choir, under the direction of Gregory Wait.

Sunday Evening Compline, 9:00 p.m.
A contemplative half hour of sacred music sung in the candle-lit
ambiance of Stanford Memorial Church

http://religiouslife.stanford.edu

www.losaltoslutheran.org
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Bahá’í Faith
“Let your vision be world-embracing.” – Bahá’u’llah
Please join us for an evening of music and devotions

Grace
Lutheran
Church
-ELCA3149 Waverley St., Palo Alto
650-494-1212

The Thomas Merton Center
of Palo Alto
Encouraging spiritual development through education,
spiritual practice and social action.
Celebrate Catholic liturgy with a progressive, lay-led
community every Sunday at 8:45 a.m.
St. Thomas Aquinas Roman Catholic Church,
751 Waverley Street (at Homer), Palo Alto

8:00 AM - Worship Service
10:30 AM - Worship Service

http://www.thomasmerton.org

Child Care Available

Pastor John Kerr

Saturday, April 1, 2006 7:30-8:30 p.m.
Palo Alto Art Center, 1313 Newell Road
www.paloaltobahai.org
(650) 321-0939

FIRST CONGREGATIONAL
CHURCH UCC
1985 Louis Road, Palo Alto • (650) 856-6662 www.fccpa.org

Sunday Worship and Sunday School at 10:00 am

PALO ALTO COMMUNITY CHURCH
Affirming the Divine Spirit in every person.

Sunday
Mornings for
Spiritual Health

Sunday Celebration Services

Meditation 9:15-9:45am
Service
10-11am
Non-denominational
and Inclusive Spirituality.
Thursdays 7-8pm
Meditation &
Self-Development
Pathways to Self Healing
4153A El Camino Way
Palo Alto (650) 424-1118
www.psh.org

8:45am & 11:00am Everyone Welcome
Nursery & youth programs available both services

Guest Spk., Dr. Fred Luskin, AM Services
"The Forgiveness Project"
Workshop - 1 to 3PM, cost $10
"Forgive For Good"
Visit our website for the daily inspirational message from “Daily Word”
3391 Middlefield Rd., Palo Alto • (650) 494-7222

www.unitypaloalto.org

Sunday, March 12 Amistad Sunday
"Promises of The Amistad"
Rev. Dr. Sandy Hulse preaching
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God Is Still Speaking!
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•

•
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To include
your
Church
in

Inspirations
Please call

Blanca Yoc at
650-326-8210 ext.239
or e-mail byoc@

paweekly.com
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First Presbyterian Church of Palo Alto

A

(PCUSA)

re you seeking a spiritual home, a place of welcome
and acceptance? Are you wanting theological study where
you are free to ask honest questions? Are you looking for
a community of faith where you can be empowered to
work for justice, peace and the common good of all?
Come check us out! Maybe you will find the connections
and commitments you believe Christ’s church should
embrace and embody.
8:30 A.M. - Contemplative Service
9:30 A.M. - Adult Education
11:00 A.M. - Worship Service
11:15 A.M. - Children’s Educational Program
Childcare provided at all services
1140 Cowper Street 650-325-5659 www.fprespa.org

Arts & Entertainment

Worth a Look

Opposites attract artistically in the work of students at Monta Loma Elementary School in Mountain View.
Their work is now being shown with that of other students and teachers at Mountain View City Hall.

Art

Film

Music

Who says only the professional
artists should get the exhibitions?
Now through March 24, elementary school students take the
spotlight in the rotunda of Mountain View City Hall, showing off
some 200 works of art.
Following a theme of opposites,
the Mountain View students made
such creations as paintings of
combined animals (butterfly/buffalo, ant/elephant) and drawings
showing the meanings of opposite words.
City Hall is at 500 Castro St.,
with opening hours from 8 a.m. to
5 p.m. weekdays. The exhibit is
free and sponsored by the city’s
Visual Arts Committee and the
Community School of Music and
Arts. Call (650) 917-6800, extension 306, or go to www.arts4all.
org.

Arabic librarian David Giovacchini has a cornucopia of Middle
Eastern films in his Green Library
office on the Stanford University
campus. This winter, he’s been
sharing his favorites with the
school and public as part of a film
series.
The concluding film, “At 5 in the
Afternoon,” will be shown next
Wednesday at 7:30 p.m. in the
Assembly Room at the Bechtel
International Center on campus.
Giovacchini says the film, made
by young Iranian director Samira
Makmalbaf, is the first feature film
to be made in post-Taliban Afghanistan. It’s the tale of a young
girl in Kabul who aspires to be
president of the republic.
The screening is free and open
to the public. For more information, call Giovacchini at (650) 7253426.

Princesses, pianos and Prokofiev people this Saturday’s
concert put on by the Palo Alto
Philharmonic.
The program for the 8 p.m.
concert includes Jeremy Erman’s
“The Twelve Dancing Princesses:
A Fairy-Tale for 7 Players,” several
pieces for piano trio, and Prokofiev’s first string quartet, “String
Quartet #1, Op. 50.” The music
plays at the Palo Alto Art Center
Auditorium at 1313 Newell Road.
Tickets are $16 general, $14 for
seniors and $7 for students. Call
(408) 395-2911 or go to www.
paphil.org.

‘The Art of Opposites’

‘At 5 in the Afternoon’

‘Les Petits Maîtres’
Starting next Thursday, the
walls at Kathleen Avery Fine Art
gallery in Palo Alto will be hung
with the works of artists from
L’École de Paris, a movement
that started around the end of the
1800s in the French capital.
About 28 artists will be represented, including Italian painter G.
Meo (1849-1925), whose oil works
“The Italian Alps I-IV” will be part
of the exhibit.
An opening reception is set for
next Thursday from 6 to 9 p.m.;
RSVPs to (650) 323-7830 are requested. The gallery is at 825 Emerson St. For more information,
go to www.kathleenaveryfineart.
com.

Theater
‘Family Alchemy’

Traveling Jewish Theatre travels
down the Peninsula from its San
Francisco office for three performances in Mountain View next
Thursday through Sunday.
The players will bring to life
stories by Bernard Malamud
and Grace Paley on stage at the
Mountain View Center for the
Performing Arts at 500 Castro St.
Show times are 8 p.m. Thursday,
Friday and Saturday; and 2:30
and 7 p.m. on Sunday.
Tickets are $30-$36. Call (650)
903-6000 or go to mvcpa.com.

Chamber concert

Benefit event
Chamber music can be both
soothing and exciting — and on
Saturday it will also be beneficial,
in more ways than one.
Several longtime local musicians, including mezzo-soprano
Rachel Michelberg, who sang
for years with West Bay Opera
and other groups, are putting on
a concert to support the Brain
Injury Association of America
and to honor the memory of her
husband, David Michelberg. On
the program are works by Berlioz,
Bizet, Chausson, Delibes, Richard
ˆ and Bach.
Strauss, Dvorák
Other musicians are soprano
Iris Fraser, Manzanita Quartet
violist Virginia Smedberg, Congregation Beth Am cantor Kay
Greenwald, conductor and cellist
Thomas Shoebotham, Trio Jubilee
violinist Claudia Bloom and violinist Gulnar Spurlok.
The concert is at 7 p.m. at the
Unitarian Universalist Church of
Palo Alto at 505 E. Charleston
Road; suggested donation is $15
or more. Call (650) 327-2019.

ARE YOU MY TYPE?
Free Blood Typing & Registration for the
National Marrow Donor Program!
Sunday, March 12, 2006, 11 am to 4 pm
A blood mobile will be at the Stanford Shopping Center
Parking Lot at the corner of Quarry and El Camino Real,
near P.F. Chang’s.

A

To find out your blood type, you must be 18 years old and
give a small tube of blood. Your results will be mailed to
you.

O-

To register for the National Marrow Donor Program
(NMDP), you must be between the ages of 18-60, meet the
health guidelines, fill out a consent form, give a small blood
sample, and be willing to donate to any patient in need.

B+

You may choose to only find out your blood type or register for the NMDP.

For more information, call 650-723-7831 or visit
http://bloodcenter.stanford.edu.

AB+
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Restaurant

JAPANESE & SUSHI

of the week

Fuki Sushi 494-9383
4119 El Camino Real, Palo Alto
Open 7 days a Week

MEXICAN
Fiesta Del Mar 965-9354
1006 N. Shoreline Blvd., Mountain View
Mexican Cuisine & Cantina

AFGHAN & PERSIAN CUISINE

CHINESE (continued)

Paradise (650) 968-5949
1350 Grant Rd. #15B, Mt. View
Now serving Halal meat, charcoal grilled kabobs and daily vegetarian specials

Hunan Garden 565-8868
3345 El Camino Real, Palo Alto
Incredible Seafood, Vegetables • 7 days

AMERICAN

Ming’s 856-7700
1700 Embarcadero East, Palo Alto
www.mings.com

Peking Duck 856-3338
2310 El Camino Real, Palo Alto
We also deliver.

Pizza My Heart 327-9400
220 University Ave., Palo Alto
Range: $1.50-16.50

Henry’s Prime Steakhouse 323-7600
888 El Camino Real, Menlo Park
Great Steaks New Menu
Prime and Niman Ranch Steaks

Su Hong—Menlo Park
Dining Phone: 323–6852
To Go: 322–4631
Winner, Palo Alto Weekly “Best Of”
8 years in a row!

Hobee’s 856-6124
4224 El Camino Real, Palo Alto
Also at Town & Country Village,
Palo Alto 327-4111

Windy’s (Chinese) 325-3188
168 University Ave., Palo Alto
Award-winning food. Catering/To Go

CAFES
Crepes Cafe 473-0506
1195 Merril St., Menlo Park
Corner Oak Grove Ave.
Mon-Sat 8am-9pm
Sunday 8am-4pm
www.crepescafe.com

CHINESE
Chef Chu’s (650) 948-2696
1067 N. San Antonio Road
on the corner of El Camino, Los Altos
2002 Zagat: “Gold Standard in
Fresh Chinese Cuisine.”
Jing Jing 328-6885
443 Emerson St., Palo Alto
Authentic Szechwan, Hunan
Food To Go, Delivery
www.jingjinggourmet.com
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INDIAN
Cafe Bombay 948-9463
4546 El Camino, Los Altos
at San Antonio
Lunch, Dinner, Buffets every day
Darbar Indian Cuisine 321-6688
129 Lytton, Downtown Palo Alto
Lunch Buffet M-F; Open 7 days
Janta Indian Restaurant 462-5903
369 Lytton Ave., Downtown Palo Alto
Lunch Buffet M-F; Organic Veggies

ITALIAN
Oregano’s 941-3600
4546 El Camino, Los Altos
Gourmet Pasta, Pizza. Banquet Rooms
Spalti Ristorante 327-9390
417 California Ave, Palo Alto
Exquisite Food • Outdoor Dining
Trattoria Buon Gusto 328-2778
651 Maloney Lane, Menlo Park
Sicilian Menu • Family owned
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The Duck Club 322-1234
100 El Camino Real in the Stanford Park
Hotel, Menlo Park. American Regional cuisine

Rangoon
325-8146 phone, 325-1017 fax
565 Bryant Street, Palo Alto
Wonderfully exotic & inexpensive
11:30-2 Mon-Sat,
5-9:30 Mon-Thurs, 5-10 Fri & Sat

:C<16

PIZZA
Fandango Pizza 494-2928
3407 Alma, Palo Alto
Live Bluegrass Music
www.fandangopizza.com

Chez TJ 964-7466
938 Villa St., Mountain View
Tues-Sat Dinners only 5:30-9:00pm
“Outrageously good” New French-American
fare —Zagat 2003
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Palo Alto Sol 328-8840
408 California Ave, Palo Alto
Huge menu • Homestyle Recipes

Armadillo Willy’s 941-2922
1031 N. San Antonio Rd., Los Altos
Range: $5.00-13.00

FRENCH
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Fiesta Del Mar Too 967-3525
735 Villa Street, Mountain View Open Weeknites to 11pm, Weekends to 12pm

New Tung Kee Noodle House
520 Showers Dr., MV in San Antonio Ctr.
Voted MV Voice Best ‘01, ‘02, ‘03 & ‘04
Prices start at $3.75 See Coupon
947-8888

BURMESE/CHINESE

6=C@A

%ROgaOeSSY
AbO`bW\UOb#(^[
^V]\S($#! !###
TOf($#! !#!!

Pizza Chicago 424-9400
4115 El Camino Real, Palo Alto
This IS the best pizza in town
Ramona’s Pizza 322-2181
2313 Birch St., Palo Alto
Free Delivery • N.Y. Hand-Spun Pizza
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POLYNESIAN
Trader Vic's 849-9800
4269 El Camino Real, Palo Alto
Try our Sunday á la Carte Brunch!
Lunch Tue-Fri 11:30am - 2pm
Brunch Sun 10:30am - 2pm
Dinner Mon-Thurs 5-10pm; Fri-Sat 5-11pm;
Sun 4:30 - 9:30pm
Lounge open nightly
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SEAFOOD
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Cook’s Seafood 325-0604
751 El Camino Real, Menlo Park
Seafood Dinners from
$5.95 to $9.95

VEGETARIAN

S

Joy Meadow 780-9978
701 El Camino, Redwood City
Enjoy our relaxing garden setting
www.joymeadow.com

THAI
Krung Siam 322-5900
423 University Ave., Palo Alto
King of Krung Siam 960-7077
194 Castro St., Mtn. View
Thaiphoon 323-7700
543 Emerson Ave., Palo Alto
Great taste of Thai & Asian cuisine
Outside patio seating

Search a complete
listing of local
restaurant
reviews by location
or type of food on

PaloAltoOnline.com
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Eating Out
RESTAURANT REVIEW

Marjan Sadoughi

Could you have a better dilemma? Here are some of the 30 flavors at Michael’s Gelato & Café.

Sweet freeze
Michael’s lush gelato overwhelms our intrepid
investigator
by Dale F. Bentson

I

was jittery after the 20th sample of gelato. I forged fearlessly
forward, though — resolute
reporter that I am — until I had
tasted all 30 flavors, retested several, then eaten more than I should
have of my favorites.
I was investigating the recently
opened Michael’s Gelato & Cafe
on University Avenue in Palo Alto.
Michael and Sladana Lucich have
been in the salon business for
20 years and recently opened a
gleaming gelato palace a few steps
away from their studio in the space
vacated by Swensen’s Ice Cream.
A complete gutting of the building has resulted in a handsome
gelateria that boasts pomegranate
walls, tables and chairs decorated
in a rainbow of ceramic tiles and
whimsical lighting in an open,
airy space.
“Being European, we love gelato, and we have always wanted to
NOW SERVING
Following are condensed versions, in alphabetical order, of longer restaurant reviews
published in the Weekly over the past several
years. This week’s reviews begin where the
list ended one week ago.
Price Guide: (Beverages not included in
average meal prices) $ - Average meal per
person less than $10 $$ - Average meal
$10-$15 $$$ - $15-$20 $$$$ - Above $20

bring those authentic flavors here,”
Michael said. The couple had their
freezer equipment and cabinetry
designed and built in Italy. It was
installed by specialists from the
factory last December.
The idea of frozen desserts dates
back to the Old Testament when
Isaac offered Abraham goat’s milk
mixed with snow, telling him, “Eat
and drink: the sun is torrid and you
can cool down.” Frozen desserts or
ices can be traced through ancient
civilizations the world over. Our
contemporary notion of gelato is
attributed to Renaissance Florence, where fabulous examples of
the delicacy are sold today in every conceivable nook and cranny
of the city.
Gelato is made from cow’s milk,
never cream, and contains 4 percent to 8 percent butterfat — less
than most American ice creams
that have 10 percent to 18 percent

Marigold, 448 University Ave., Palo Alto
(650) 327-3455
Well-priced Indian classics -- samosas,
meat and seafood curries, biryanis and
tandoori dishes -- served in pleasant surroundings by cordial waiters. Lunch Mon.Fri.: 11 a.m.-2:30 p.m.; Sat.-Sun.: noon-3
p.m.; Dinner Mon.-Fri. 5-10 p.m.; Sat.-Sun.
5-11 p.m. $$ (Reviewed June 6, 2003)

fat. Gelato packs more flavor, too,
because fat coats the mouth preventing full enjoyment of fresh,
natural flavors. Like high-quality ice cream, gelato contains less
than 35 percent air, resulting in a
dense and exceptionally flavorful
product.
I carefully checked the flavors
and colors and arranged the sampling like a wine tasting: lightest
to darkest with the densest, most
full-bodied last. I was not looking
for any particular characteristics;
rather, I was looking for what
struck me as the gelato lay on my
tongue.
I closed my eyes with each new
taste, sipping a drop of water between each spoonful to refresh my
mouth and palate. Each taste sensation conjured specific images,
creating the basis for my tasting
notes. Amongst the noteworthy:
O Lemon custard sorbet: tangy,
creamy, cold, puckery, makes you
want to kiss someone right away.
OMixed berry sorbet: raspberry, maybe some blueberry and
strawberry, seedy, grainy, Pari-

sian-designer-lipstick red.
O Strawberry sorbet: grainy,
paint-the-town red, subtle flavors,
crisp, fun to eat.
O Spring yogurt: vanilla yogurt
with bits and swirls of fresh strawberry, jammy, custardy, very lush,
creamy. One of my favorites.
O Mango: yummy, close your
eyes and think of sandy Baja
beaches, palm trees quivering in
tropical sea breezes, hammocks
stretched near thatched cabanas.
Soooo refreshing.
O Caramel pecan: silky caramel
with ground pecans not unlike a
rich butter pecan ice cream — but
healthier.
O Cookies and cream: kids’ favorite, adults’ favorite, one of my
favorites, ground Oreos, let’s-goplay-in-the-sandbox good.
O Anna Delizia (I think I dated
her in high school): caramel, less
sweet than other flavors (why I
stopped dating her), eggy, hazelnut, toffee and chocolate fudge.
A girl with rich taste (why she
stopped dating me.)
O Vanilla: die-and-go-to-heaven, high-octane vanilla. Seductive, creeeeamy, dense, ambrosial
with flecks of Madagascar vanilla
bean.
O Coconut macadamia nut:
chocolate bits and whole Macadamia nuts, tastes like fresh shredded coconut, creamy, and oh so
white, it resembles the alabaster
flour Michelangelo used in casting David.
O Crema country: not unlike
dense eggnog impregnated with
chocolate slivers, vanilla, amaretto cookies, chocolate-almond
crunch. Sweet as an Andrea Bocelli aria.
O Gold coffee: in-your-face,
smash mouth, supercharged,
espresso flavor. Puts hair on your
chest or takes it off. No decaf here.
Could cause your eyes to cross.
O Coffee toffee: silky texture,
toffee bits add sweetness, for the
fainter of heart or those who want
to sleep tonight.
O Mocha: medium-bodied, with
bits of chocolate folded in, espresso, light vanilla cream, slivered
almonds, chocolate fudge. Won’t
affect your vision.

ON THE WEB: Hundreds of restaurant reviews at www.PaloAltoOnline.com

Max’s Opera Cafe, 711 Stanford Shopping Center, Palo Alto (650) 323-6364
Giant, New York deli-style sandwiches,
steak, pasta, salads, seafood, huge desserts. Singing waitpersons in the evening.
Dinner reservations on the hour only. Sun.Thu. 11:30 a.m.-9:30 p.m.; Fri.-Sat. 11 a.m.10 p.m. $$$ (Reviewed January 24, 2003)
Mediterranean Wraps, 425 California
Ave., Palo Alto (650) 321-8189

This hole-in-the-wall offers a classic mixture of simple Jordanian and Lebanese
fare mixed with a bit of Greek. Good, quick
Mediterranean food at low prices. Daily
11:30 a.m.-9 p.m. $ (Reviewed October
10, 1997)
Mei Long, 867 E. El Camino Real, Mountain View (650) 961-4030
Excellent Chinese food with some exotic
twists served in traditional style in an atmo-

O Brownie:
seriously rich,
smooth base with chunks of fudge
brownie, dark and luxuriant,
something from a fairytale with a
happy ending.
O Borgia: The Borgias, of
course, were that bad-to-the-bone
Renaissance family made famous
(or infamous) by Machiavelli. The
gelato is better. Grand Marnier
with dark, dark, dark chocolate.
The kind of dark chocolate that
gave you a stomach-ache as a kid.
O Papa rock: dark, dark chocolate, chockablock full of walnuts,
marshmallows, almonds and other
gooey good things. Think Rocky
Road here, chunky and chewy.
My knees started to buckle after the caramel pecan but I caught
my second wind with the coconut
macadamia nut. The sugar rush really took hold on my second pass
at the brownie. My writing became
jumpy and I had a hard time keeping my scribbles on the straight
lines of the notebook.
By the time I concluded, my
mouth was raw from frostbite and
my brain numbed from concentration and the polar surge of sugar,
but I had a fixed smile on my face
that did not let go until my lips defrosted.
This is a veritable playground of
decadence. Prices are $3.75 small,
$5 medium and $6 for large cones
or cups. Gelato is also available
by the pint and quart ($11 and
$17). There are shakes ($4.75),
floats ($4.50), sundaes ($6.75 and
$8.25) that include three toppings,
granita (shaved ice) with a choice
of 10 flavors, $3.75. There are also
pastries, espressos, and fancy coffees in the morning and six different panini (sandwiches) for an
anytime repast.
Michael’s just seems like a place
I could live in, at least for a while.
There is a small upstairs seating
area that would be perfect for my
pup tent. You might see me there
when you stop in. ■

Michael’s Gelato & Café
440 University Ave., Palo Alto
(650) 322-8200
Hours: Sunday-Thursday, 6:30
a.m.-11:00 p.m. Friday-Saturday, 6:30 a.m.-12:00 a.m.

sphere of understated elegance and formal
service. Stylized wine menu to suit each
entree. Lunch Mon.-Fri. 11:30-2 p.m.; Dinner daily 5-9:30 p.m. $$$ (Reviewed March
31, 2000)
Mikado, 161 Main St., Los Altos (650)
917-8388
In addition to a full sushi bar, the casually
elegant Mikado also serves a tantaliz-

(continued on next page)
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Your Passport to Italy
Without the Price
Voted most excellent Italian Restaurant in Silicon Valley.
– Silicon Valley Concierge Association

Eating Out
(continued from previous page)
ing array of Japanese cuisine, from the
tried-and-true teriyaki dishes to some
more exotic delights. Lunch Tue.-Fri. 11:30
a.m.-2 p.m. Dinner Tue.-Sun. 5-9:30 p.m. $
(Reviewed January 26, 1996)
Mike’s Cafe Etc., 2680 Middlefield Road,
Palo Alto (650) 473-6453

Owner Mike Wallau has been in the restaurant business for a quarter century and has
decided simply to serve his favorite dishes
at his popular Midtown eatery. Many of the
dishes are Italian. A second location is at
150 Middlefield Road in Menlo Park. Palo
Alto hours are Mon.-Fri. 11 a.m.-9 p.m.;
Sat.-Sun. 8 a.m.-9 p.m.; Menlo Park hours
are Mon.-Fri. 7 a.m.-9:30 p.m.; Sat.-Sun. 8

Japanese Food to Go. Delivery
• Lunch Obento &6.25
Beef Teriyaki
Tempura
Salmon Teriyaki
Rice & Salad
• Sushi

Serving Lunch & Dinner
Happy Hour 4-7pm

• Dinner Obento $9.25
• Vegetable Sushi
• Combo Sushi

650-323-9449 MIYAKE

ROMANTIC CANDLELIGHT DINING

We accept Visa & Mastercard

• Unique Flambé entreés
Mon • Spinach Caesar Salad
- Fri • Cherries Jubilee

Min. Order $20

www.miyake-usa.com

140 University Ave. Palo Alto, CA 94301

ALL PREPARED TABLE SIDE

Live Entertainment
Fri • Gypsy Violin with Tibor & Yelena
Sat • Enjoy Dancing to love songs & ballads – vocalist Kaye DeVries
with Richard Geib on piano

TEL: 408.734.5323 • 1228 Reamwood Ave., Sunnyvale, CA
Off Tasman between Lawrence Expwy & Great America Pkwy

The new owners invite you to

Marie Callender’s
LOS ALTOS

Specialize in hot and spicy dishes
(mild also available)
Banquet and catering are available
Call for special banquet and catering menu

Lemon Meringue Pie

$

599
plus tin

Sale ends March 31st

Certified Angus Beef
• Filet Mignon
• Rib Eye Steak

• Top Sirloin
Starting at

$1399

4710 El Camino Real, Los Altos
(Just south of San Antonio)
www.mcpieslosaltos.com

650-941-6989
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Everything has changed, and nothing has changed.

March Pie Special

C

ome experience the newly
remodeled John Bentley’s in Woodside–
Everything has changed, and nothing has changed.

We still are the upbeat, intimate dining
experience with an outstanding contemporary
American menu that isn’t afraid to have fun
with flavors.
For lunch we have an equally interesting menu
full of sandwiches, entrees, salads and starters.
Also visit John Bentley’s in Redwood City

JOHN BENTLEY’S
2991 Woodside Road,Woodside
RESERVATIONS: 650-851-4988
LUNCH:TUES-FRI 11:30-2:00
DINNER:TUES-SAT 5:00-9:00
2915 EL CAMINO REAL, REDWOOD CITY
650-365-7777
www.johnbentleys.com

a.m.-9:30 p.m. $$ (Reviewed July 3, 1998)
Milagros, 1099 Middlefield Road, Redwood City (650) 369-4730
Milagros transports you south of the border. It’s a fun place to hang, with a huge
patio conducive to drinking margaritas. Go
for the drinks because the Mexican cuisine
here is typically flat. Lunch Mon.-Sat.
11:30 a.m.-5 p.m. Dinner Mon.-Thu. 5-10
p.m.; Fri.-Sat. 5-11 p.m.; Sun. 5:30-9 p.m.
$$ (Reviewed October 19, 2001)
Miramar Beach Restaurant, 131 Miranda
Road, Half Moon Bay (650) 726-9053
You can’t get any closer to the beach than
this historic restaurant. We wish we could
say the food rises to the level of the scenery, but you can’t have everything. Reservations are a must. Evening entertainment
is provided in the piano bar. Mon.-Fri. 123:30 p.m.; 5-9 p.m.; Sat. 11:30 a.m.-3 p.m.;
4:30-9:30 p.m.; Sun. 11 a.m.-3 p.m.; 4:309 p.m. $$-$$$ (Reviewed July 27, 2001)
Miyake, 140 University Ave., Palo Alto
(650) 323-9449
Hip, raucous, crowded, generous sushi in
dizzying array of options. Not the place for
a quiet meal. Sit at the sushi bar and watch
the plates of raw fish creations float by.
Mon.-Thu. 11:30 a.m.-10 p.m.; Fri. 11:30
a.m.-11 p.m.; Sat. 11:30 a.m.-11 p.m.; Sun.
11:30 a.m.-10 p.m. $$ (Reviewed January
2, 2004)
Naomi Sushi Pasta Grill, 1328 El Camino
Real, Menlo Park (650) 321-6902
Despite its East/West aspirations, there is
plenty that’s purely Japanese about Naomi
Sushi. The short menu has classic bento
boxes, chicken, vegetarian, grilled salmon
and chef’s specials, teriyakis like beef
sirloin, chicken, or unaju (cooked eel over
rice). Tue.-Fri. 11:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m.; Tue.Thu. 5-9:30 p.m.; Fri.-Sun. 5-10 p.m. $$$
(Reviewed December 26, 1997)
Navio at the Ritz Carlton, 1 Miramonte
Point Road, Half Moon Bay (650) 7127000
This elegant coastal newcomer has the
primo view of Half Moon Bay, situated at
the southern end, high up on a cliff. The
main dining room offers three square
meals per day of nouveau American dishes
with a California twist, plus a $55 prix fixe
weekend brunch. Daily 6:30 a.m.-10 p.m.
$$$$ (Reviewed July 27, 2001)
Neiman Marcus Cafe, 400 Stanford Shopping Center, Palo Alto (650) 329-3329
This white tablecloth affair seems to have
seen better days. Although service is doting, the menu has terminology issues,
misleading customers on certain dishes
-- a “souffle” could show up as a crispy
meringue or as a Jello salad. Mon.-Sat.
11 a.m.-4 p.m., Sun. noon-4 p.m. $$ (Reviewed March 22, 2002)
New Kapadokia, 2399 Broadway St.,
Redwood City (650) 368-5500
Owner Celal Alpay has created a welcoming, family-style restaurant that is one of
the Peninsula’s most authentic Turkish
restaurants. The menu is replete with many
traditional dishes and nearly all of the ingredients are homemade. Mon.-Fri. 10:30
a.m.-2:30 p.m. and 5-9:30 p.m.; Sat.-Sun.
11 a.m.-9:30 p.m. (Reviewed November
1, 2002)
Noah’s Bagels, 278 University Ave., Palo
Alto (650) 473-0751
A Noah’s shop is a slick combination of
schmaltz and kitsch dear to the heart of
any former New Yorker. Although it serves
a variety of steamed bagels, when it comes
to flavors, Noah’s is pretty straight-laced.
There are also branches in Mountain View,
Redwood City, and other nearby cities.
Mon.-Fri. 6 a.m.-5:30 a.m.; Sat. 7 a.m.-5
p.m.; Sun. 7 a.m.-4 p.m. $ (Reviewed July
25, 2003)
Nola, 535 Ramona St., Palo Alto (650)
328-2722
Southwestern, Cajun, Creole and Caribbean-fusion restaurant and bar boasts a festive atmosphere. Creative drink specials
include a New Orleans-style hurricane.
Pleasant outdoor patio. Mon.-Thu. 11:30
a.m.-10 p.m.; Fri: 11:30 a.m.-11 p.m.; Sat.
4-11 p.m.; Sun. 5:30-9 p.m. $$$ (Reviewed
June 4, 2004)
Nordstrom Cafe, 550 Stanford Shopping
Center, Palo Alto (650) 323-5111
Shockingly good prices, an array of enjoyable salads, attentive service and a comfortable environment shine at this cafe located on the second floor of Nordstrom’s.
Mon.-Sat. 10 a.m.-7 p.m., Sun. 11 a.m.-5
p.m. $ (Reviewed March 22, 2002)
Old Pro Sports Grill, 2865 El Camino
Real, Palo Alto (650) 325-2070
Palo Alto’s oldest bar-restaurant combination, the Old Pro offers 20 television
sets that broadcast every sporting event
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Curbside pick-up • Valet parking

420 Ramona, Palo Alto
(between University & Lytton)

650-328-8898
www.MandarinGourmet-PaloAlto.com

Delivery Available
December 18, 1998)

Rojoz Gourmet Wraps, 60 Town & Coun-

Dining & Entertainment
Lebanese Mediterranean Fusion Cuisine
This coupon is good for one complimentary

Chef ’s Sampler
mezza appetizer
for up to four people with the
purchase of at least one dinner
entree per table. Lunch and
dinner hours.
Offer expires 3/31/06. Some restrictions apply.

Entertainment Fri & Sat Nights
Available for booking parties from 20-600 people for
company functions, private parties, birthdays,
weddings or special events.

Lunch Tues-Fri • Dinner Tues-Sun
260 California Ave., Palo Alto • 650-321-6464
www.illusionssuperclub.com

p
yel
— "I received the best service out of all the restaurants I've been to in Palo Alto."
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BEST OF
2000

BEST FRESH FISH • BEST SEAFOOD

Cook’s Seafood
Restaurant & Market
“A GREAT PLACE TO EAT LUNCH OR DINNER”

(continued on next page)
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Winner of Best Chinese Food

Seafood Dinners from $595 to $995
Clam Chowder - Seafood Salads
Our Award Winning Fish & Chips

@MIKE’S

Prepared from the finest Alaskan halibut.

Also featuring a full service fresh fish market.
Restaurant: Mon-Sat 11-8:30 pm, Fri ‘til 9 pm
Market: Mon - Sat 9 - 7, Closed Sunday

751 El Camino Real
Menlo Park, CA 94025
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(650) 858-7700
3001 El Camino Real
www.MikesBikes.com

Give Your
Car to

Call in Orders Welcome
Phone 650 325-0604 or 322-2231

R

Mike’s Bikes
of Palo Alto

COMESTIBLES
YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD GROCER
~ NOW ALSO YOUR LOCAL WINE SHOP ~


...help create a future for people with developmental disabilities

Community Association for Rehabilitation, Inc.
525 East Charleston Road, Palo Alto, CA 94306 • www.c-a-r.org

Call: 650-494-0550

A

Classy Dining Experience & Fine Healthy Food

SPECIALIZED
S-WORKS TARMAC SL
Simply put it’s one of the most advanced
bikes on the planet. 15.5 pounds of
cycling bliss. Ride it at Mike’s.

NEED A
TAX
DEDUCTION?

T

E

Pizz’a Chicago, 4115 El Camino Real,
Palo Alto (650) 424-9400
Deep-dish pizzas named after monuments
and famous people from Chicago. Great
salads and friendly service. Good family
atmosphere. Sun.-Thu. 11 a.m.-10 p.m.;
Fri.-Sat. 11 a.m.-11 p.m. $$ (Reviewed July
14, 1995)
Pizza My Heart, 220 University Ave., Palo
Alto (650) 327-9400
This large and attractive space is just one
of seven restaurants run by pizza magnate
Chuck Hammers. A surfing theme, complete with posters and music, pervades
the restaurant, honoring its Capitola Beach
beginnings. Mon.-Thu. 11 a.m.-midnight;
Fri.-Sun. 11 a.m.-1:30 a.m. (Fri.-Sat. closes
at 2:30 a.m. during the summer.) $$ (Reviewed March 15, 2002)
Playa Bar & Grill, 244 Stanford Shopping
Center, Palo Alto (650) 323-8226
The new improved Una Mas is clear, bright
and bustling, offering healthy Mexican
dishes, including fish tacos. Counter service, outdoor seating. Cash only. Mon.Sat. 10 a.m.-10 p.m.; Sun. 10 a.m.-9 p.m. $
(Reviewed April 28, 2000)
Pluto’s, 482 University Ave., Palo Alto
(650) 853-1556
Pluto’s provides “fresh food for a hungry
universe” -- cafeteria-style food, wholesome veggie dishes and carved meats.
The servings are generous. Space-age decor. Sun.-Thu. 11 a.m.-10 p.m.; Fri.-Sat. 11
a.m.-11 p.m. $ (Reviewed May 2, 1997)
Rangoon, 565 Bryant St., Palo Alto (650)
325-8146
After more than 12 years, Chef Mike Wong
is still serving his expertly prepared Burmese dishes at this charmingly informal
downtown restaurant. The food is an
enticing combination of Chinese, Thai and
Indian flavors. Modern, softly lighted atmosphere. Lunch Mon.-Sat: 11:30 a.m. to
2 p.m.; Dinner Mon.-Thurs. 5 to 9:30 p.m.,
Fri.-Sat. 5 to 10 p.m. Closed Sunday. $$
(Reviewed November 26, 2004)
Ristorante Don Giovanni , 235 Castro
St., Mountain View (650) 961-9749
A reliable bet for a good dinner and a
relaxing evening out. The menu is sprawling and the three or four daily specials are
frequently imaginative, with a pasta of the
day, a risotto, one or two fish dishes and
sometimes veal on a mesquite wood-burning grill. Lunch Monday-Friday 11 a.m. to
2:30 p.m.; Saturday-Sunday 11 a.m. to
3 p.m.; Dinner Monday-Thursday 5 to 10
p.m.; Friday-Sunday 5 to 11 p.m. $$$ (Reviewed July 1, 2005)
Robaii, 496 Hamilton Ave., Palo Alto
(650) 325-1994
Lamb, chicken and falafels highlight this
small but authentic menu. Mon.-Fri. 11
a.m.-6 p.m., Sat. noon-5 p.m. $ (Reviewed

K LY

July 5, 2002)
Palo Alto Creamery Downtown, 566 Emerson St., Palo Alto (650) 323-3131
Omelets, pancakes, sandwiches, burgers, meatloaf, chicken pot pie, famous
milkshakes, beer and wine. “Happy Days”
atmosphere with roomy booths. Mon.-Thu.
7 a.m.-11 p.m.; Fri. 7 a.m.-midnight; Sat. 8
a.m.-midnight; Sun. 8 a.m.-11 p.m. $$ (Reviewed October 12, 2001)
Palo Alto Sol, 408 California Ave., Palo
Alto (650) 328-8840
A colorful restaurant specializing in the authentic flavors of Puebla. Though you can
order familiar food, such as burritos, it’s
more fun to venture further into the heart of
Mexico with Palo Alto Sol’s exotic dishes.
Be sure to order the mole sauce, which
originated in Publa. Mon.-Fri. 11 a.m. to 2
p.m.; Sun.-Thurs. 5-9 p.m.; Fri.-Sat. 5-9:30
p.m. $$ (Reviewed May 27, 2005)
Parkside Grille, 884 Portola Road, Portola Valley (650) 529-9007
This cafe in the redwoods is a great place
to go when you’re in the mood for something simple, elegant and without the fuss.
The menu defies easy classification, but
includes fresh seasonal produce and exceptional seafood. Tue.-Fri. 11:30 a.m.-2:30
p.m.; Sun.-Thu. 5:30-9 p.m.; Fri.-Sat. 5:3010 p.m. $$-$$$ (Reviewed August 2, 1996)
Passage to India, 1991 W. El Camino
Real, Mountain View (650) 969-9990
While the original southern Indian menu is
in full force, you’ll also find some northern
specialties as well as desi Chinese, an Indian twist on Chinese cuisine. New low-fat
vegetarian lunch and dinner buffet. Huge
portions, good service. Mon.-Thu. 11:30
a.m.-2:30 p.m., 5-10 p.m. Fri.-Sat. 11:30
a.m.-10:30 p.m., Sun. 11:30 a.m.-10 p.m.
$$ (Reviewed September 27, 2001)
Pasta ?, 326 University Ave., Palo Alto
(650) 328-4585
This no-frills Italian trattoria is packed and
inexpensive. Food and service can be
inconsistent, but the pasta is consistently
fresh and the gnocchi, ravioli and fettuccine are house-made.
11 a.m. to midnight Friday and Saturday,
11:30 a.m. to 11 p.m. Thursday, 11:30 a.m.
to 10 p.m. Sunday through Wednesday $$$$ (Reviewed September 2, 2005)
Peking Duck, 2310 El Camino Real, Palo
Alto (650) 856-3338
For this tiny and quiet Chinese restaurant,
their namesake is their specialty. Duck,
vegetarian and seafood specialties with a
touch of California cuisine thrown in. Reservations accepted. Daily 11:30 a.m.-9:30
p.m. $$ (Reviewed May 20, 2003)
PF Changs China Bistro, 900 Stanford
Shopping Center, Palo Alto (650) 3301782
Nationwide chain restaurant with tasty
Chinese-American dishes, some with fusion flair. Dramatic Asian ambience, replete
with reds, blacks and rich woods as well as
artifact-like sculptures and hand-painted
murals. Sun.-Thu. 11 a.m.-11 p.m. ; Fri.-Sat.
11 a.m.-midnight. $$-$$$ (Reviewed July
12, 2002)
Pho USA, 883 Hamilton Ave., Menlo Park
(650) 323-7759
This popular noodle house serves up big
hot bowls of traditional Vietnamese beef
broth with noodles -- called pho -- licketysplit. Stir-fried noodle dishes, rice plates
and bun -- vermicelli with meat and vegetable toppings -- round out the menu.
Mon.-Sat. 10 a.m.-8:30 p.m. $ (Reviewed
March 30, 2001)

E

you can imagine. Add to that suds, grub,
and jillions of sports memorablia items
and what you have is a local landmark.
A second location is at 541 Ramona St.
in downtown Palo Alto; (650) 326-1446.
Mon.-Fri. 11:30 a.m.-11 p.m.; Sat. and Sun.
11:30 a.m.-11 p.m. (Opens early for games
during football season.) $$ (Reviewed October 4, 2002)
Old Pro Sports Grill, 541 Ramona St.,
Palo Alto (650) 326-1446
The painted motto on the window proudly
reads, “House of Protein” and it is not false
advertising. Don’t come here on a diet unless it’s Atkins. Great ribs and beef brisket
are smoked on the premises, and steak
bites and burgers are the main attraction.
Gilroy garlic fries were, however, in need of
more garlic. There’s not a bad seat in the
house, as some 30 television sets make
sure you don’t miss a play while you eat.
If the game goes into overtime, be sure to
order s’mores to share. Tuesday-Saturday 11:30 a.m. to 1 a.m.; Sunday-Monday
11:30 a.m. to 10 p.m. (open later on Super
Bowl Sunday); open Saturday-Sunday at
9 a.m. for brunch on game days; bar stays
open until 2 a.m. (Reviewed February 4,
2005)
Olives Cafe, 450 Serra Mall, Stanford
(650) 724-3160
This Mediterranean eatery on Stanford
University’s campus serves grab-’n-go
salads, gourmet sandwiches, snacks and
desserts; along with a cafeteria-style “hot”
line offering pizzettas, soups, and grilled
combo plates. Mon.-Fri. 8 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.
Closed during the summer. $ (Reviewed
November 8, 2002)
Oregano’s Wood-Fired Pizza, 4546 El
Camino Real, Los Altos (650) 941-3600
Sure, the pizzas are abundant, but don’t let
a full menu page of them distract you. You
will also find some gems of pasta dishes
and at least a couple of mouth-watering
salads. Pleasant decor, friendly and consistent service. Mini personal pizzas only.
Mon.-Sat. 11 a.m.-10 p.m.; Sun. 4-9:30
p.m. $$ (Reviewed September 5, 1997)
Original Pancake House, 420 South San
Antonio Road, Los Altos (650) 559-9197
Get breakfast all day -- at least until midafternoon. Pancakes and omelettes are the
highlights here; fresh fruit waffles excel too.
Family-friendly and crowded on weekend
mornings. Mon.-Fri. 6:30 a.m.-2 p.m.; Sat.Sun. 7 a.m.-3 p.m. $ (Reviewed January
5, 2000)
Osteria, 247 Hamilton Ave., Palo Alto
(650) 328-5700
Osteria’s reputation was built on housemade pasta, but the restaurant offers
well-prepared chicken, veal and fish, as
well as daily specials. The pappardelle
Osteria, spinach raviolini and gnocchi are
noteworthy. Desserts are delicious. Decor
is simple, service is efficient and prices are
fair. Reservations are a must. Lunch Mon.Fri. 11:30 a.m.-2 p.m. Dinner Mon.-Sat. 510 p.m. $$$ (Reviewed April 23, 2004)
Pacific Athletic Club, 200 Redwood
Shores Parkway, Redwood Shores (650)
593-4343
Pacific Athletic Club is the only gym we’re
aware of where you can have your car valet
parked and then eat a decadent lunch
while you watch other people work out.
Off hours, the dining room is available for
corporate galas and social events. Lunch
only Mon.-Fri. 11:30-2 p.m. Available afternoons/evenings/weekends for corporate
galas and social events. $$-$$$ (Reviewed
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Eating Out
(continued from previous page)
try Village, Palo Alto (650) 324-9727
Wide assortment of wraps, including Thai,
Tex-Mex, Italian, Hawaiian and seafood.
Convenient locations, lots of parking.
Mon.-Sat. 11 a.m.-9 p.m.; Sun. 11 a.m.-8
p.m. $ (Reviewed January 10, 1996)
S Bakery and Tea House, 2537 Middle-

field Road, Redwood City (650) 9950800
The full menu of pearl tea drinks is augmented with light lunches such as Chinese
chicken salad and sourdough chowder,
plus an array of European-style pastries
and breads. Mon.-Sat. 7 a.m.-7 p.m. $ (Reviewed August 23, 2002)
Satkar, 233 State St., Los Altos (650)

947-8729
In addition to a full menu, Satkar offers
an all-you-can-eat buffet, which includes
many of its signature dishes, such as
chicken tikka, chicken masala, bengan baharta (baked eggplant in curry sauce) and
tandoori lamb. Mon.-Sat. 11:30 a.m.-2:30
p.m. and 5-10 p.m.; Sun. 5-9:30 p.m. $$$$$ (Reviewed January 8, 1999)

Scott’s Seafood Grill and Bar, #1 Town
and Country Village, Palo Alto (650)
323-1555
Excellent fresh fish entrees and seafood
appetizers. Salmon, halibut, tuna, sea
bass and Petrale sole excel. Portions are
generous, but prices are on the high side.
Wine list is first-rate, albeit pricy. Dcor is
nondescript but benign. Service can feel

MAKE
A GIFT
That
Gives
Back

Beech needed
emergency
heart surgery,
and then
plastic surgery,
all before his
first birthday.

By donating to Lucile Packard
Children’s Hospital through a
Charitable Gift Annuity, you can help bring comfort and care to
children like Beech and receive tax benefits and annual income in return.
SAMPLE RATES FOR A $20,000 GIFT ANNUITY ON A SINGLE LIFE

Age at Gift

Age 65

Age 70

Age 75

Age 80

Age 85

6.0%

6.5%

7.1%

8.0%

9.5%

Charitable Deduction

$6,675

$7,554

$8,593

$9,605

$10,357

Annual Payment

$1,200

$1,300

$1,420

$1,600

$1,900

Annuity Rate

For more information, please call our planned giving office at
650-736-1211 or visit www.lpfch.org/plannedgiving.

SUPPORT Y O U R
C H I L D R E N ’ S H O S P I TA L
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rushed. Breakfast Mon.-Fri. 7 a.m.-11
a.m.; Lunch Mon.-Fri. 11 a.m.-2 p.m.; Dinner Sun. and Monday 5-9 p.m.; Tue.-Sat.
5-9:30 p.m.; Brunch Sat.-Sun. 9 a.m.-5
p.m. $$$ (Reviewed May 21, 2004)
Second Cup Cafe, 987 San Antonio
Road, Los Altos (650) 948-1670
There’s nothing fancy or trendy here -- basic breakfasts (omelets, pancakes, french
toast, bacon and sausage, pastries) and
lunches (soups, sandwiches, salads) are
served. But owner Max Zariv, who has
operated the small storefront for over 10
years, offers friendly service on a consistent basis. Breakfast and lunch only
Mon.-Fri. 6 a.m.-3 p.m.; Sat. 7 a.m.-3 p.m.
$ (Reviewed May 16, 2002)
Senor Taco, 3636 El Camino Real, Palo
Alto (650) 493-8757
Large menu of burritos, tacos, tostadas
and daily specials. No-frills atmosphere.
Self-service. Mon.-Fri. 10 a.m.-9 p.m.;
Sat.-Sun. 11 a.m.-9 p.m. $ (Reviewed October 13, 1995)
Shiok! Singapore Kitchen, 1137 Chestnut St., Menlo Park (650) 838-9448
A melding of unusual flavors plus a dash
of fun. Many dishes are served on large
banana leaf-shaped platters, while large
covered pots contain noodle dishes.
Lunch Tue.-Fri. 11:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m. Dinner Tue.-Fri. 5:30-9 p.m., Sat.-Sun. 5-9
p.m. $$ (Reviewed August 2, 2000)
Siam Garden, 1143 Crane St., Menlo
Park (650) 853-1143
Sumptous lemongrass soups, Thai curry,
Thai noodles. The shrimp salad is to die
for. Although there are good lunch specials, pass on them and order off the full
menu. A good place for groups to share
many dishes. Spiciness is mild to barely
medium, so even the most timid palate
can feel comfortable here. Mon.-Fri.
Lunch 11:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m. Dinner 5-10
p.m.; Sat. 5-10 p.m.; Sun. 5-9 p.m. $$
(Reviewed June 6, 2002)
Siam Royal, 338 University Ave., Palo
Alto (650) 329-8129
Siam Royal is a favorite of many Palo Altans that has gotten a little rough around
the edges; much of the food falls flat and
is missing the traditional Thai interplay of
sour, salty, sweet and hot flavors. Still,
spicy eggplant with chicken and sticky
rice with fresh mango (sweetened with
coconut milk) are admirable. Mon.-Sat.
11:30 a.m.-3 p.m.; Sun.-Thu. 5-9:30 p.m.;
Fri.-Sat. 5-10 p.m. $$ (Reviewed January
6, 2006)
Silan Cucina Mama, 376 First St., Los
Altos (650) 917-0300
Silan’s earnest, wholesome food aims to
please but falls just short of spectacular.
Some menu highlights include woodfired pizzas and generous salads. The
restaurant’s theatrical Tuscan setting
make it a great destination for groups or
private parties. Monday through Saturday
11 a.m. to 3 p.m. for lunch; 4:30 to 9 p.m.
for dinner (Friday and Saturday until 10
p.m.). Sundays for dinner only, 4 to 9 p.m.
(Hours are expected to change in the
future, when the restaurant plans to offer
a seafood brunch on weekends. $$ (Reviewed October 8, 2004)
Skip’s Place, 299 First St., Los Altos
(650) 949-1170
Known mostly for its pizza, Skip’s Place
needs to be recognized for its stellar 1/3
pound cheeseburger as well. Come for
lunch, when owner Joe You can be seen
throwing pizza dough up in the air in the
kitchen amid a pleasant hustle and bustle
of customers. Mon.-Sat. 11:30 a.m.-9
p.m.; Sun. pizza only 5-9 p.m. $ (Reviewed January 18, 2002)
Some Kind of Place, 85 Town & Country
Village, Palo Alto (650) 321-4730
The location at Town & Country Village
is small, but the menu spans the globe.
Gives hungry lunch-goers a great way
to eat in a hurry and three items will only
cost you $4.60. Mon.-Sat. 11 a.m.-7 p.m.
$ (Reviewed August 4, 1995)
Spago, 265 Lytton Ave., Palo Alto (650)
833-1000
The true draw at this upscale Californian
restaurant is the decadent atmosphere
and the ostentatious aura that magically
makes anyone passing through the doors
feel important. Still a place to see and be
seen, Spago Palo Alto is one of five Wolfgang Puck-owned Spagos nationwide.
Lunch Mon.-Fri. 11:30 a.m.-2 p.m.; Dinner
Mon.-Fri. 5:30-9 p.m., Sat. 5:30-10 p.m.
$$$ (Reviewed October 18, 2002)

Movies

Movie reviews by Jeanne Aufmuth, Tyler Hanley and Susan Tavernetti
OPENINGS

Alex Fern, Daniel Brühl and Guillaume Canet realize that no one brought the fruitcake in the corny yet affecting “Joyeux Noel.”

Could Anthony Hopkins’ unflappable spirit crash and burn in “The World’s Fastest
Indian”? We’ll see (with maximum theatrics).

The World’s Fastest Indian
✭✭✭

(Century 16) The eccentric hero gets
his day in the sun in this melodramatic
crowd-pleaser based on a true story.
Burt Munro (Anthony Hopkins) is a
quirky old coot who makes offerings to
the Gods of Speed and burns the midnight oil by tinkering with the fastest
motorcycle on earth.
Burt is the scourge of his New Zealand
neighborhood but beloved by neighbor
Thomas (Aaron Murphy), a boy who
believes in Burt’s relentlessly cheerful
dream as much as the old man himself.
The goal: to set the world’s land-speed
record at Bonneville Flats, Utah, or die
trying.
The dramatic hurdles are daunting:
heart disease, lack of cash, and a burgeoning love affair, among other unlikely impediments. But with a dash of Kiwi
luck the elderly entrepreneur makes it
to Utah in good old-fashioned road trip
style, suffering the inevitable indignities of the classic fish out of water.
Nerve-racking snafus threaten to
break Burt’s unf lappable spirit when
he finally arrives at the Holy Grail of
Speed. Not only is he informed that he
isn’t properly registered for the race but
he fails a mandatory tech inspection that
proves how out of touch he really is.
At which point the needle on the feelgood meter snaps to attention, skewing the narrative with savory theatrics
impossible to resist. Hopkins’ dramatic
glee is evident and director Roger Donaldson crafts his little-movie-that-could
with an eye toward maximum inspiration.

Rated: PG-13 for mild language and
sexual references. 2 hours, 7 minutes.
— Jeanne Aufmuth

Joyeux Noel ✭✭✭

(Aquarius) Sentimental yet saccharine, this affecting WWI drama is a
cornucopia of tension and faux emotion.
Based on actual events from the first
year of the Great War, “Noel” weaves a
manipulative spell around the concept
of universal good will.
With little fanfare and minimal character development, three nations call
their loyal boys to the front. The film
focuses on guileless brothers William
and Jonathan (Robin Laing and Steven
Robertson) from a tiny Irish parish,
famed German tenor Nikolaus Sprink
(Benno Furmann) from the Berlin Opera, and career militarist Lt. Audebert
(Guillaume Canet) who hails from the
wine-soaked streets of Paris.
All too soon our leads and their regiments find themselves in the glacial
trenches of a snowy, be-trenched front,
aching for the comforts of home and
a desperate respite from the horrors of
war.
Sprink’s headstrong lover, Danish soprano Anna Sorensen (Diane Kruger),
is having none of it. The holidays are
on the horizon and she wants her man
by her side. She finagles a visit to the
German command post on the semi-pretense of offering a Christmas Eve recital to battle’s disillusioned warriors.
The situation develops into melodrama
both genially old-fashioned and highly
implausible, but for the fact that it actually happened. As Sprink’s crystal tenor

Can Sarah Jessica Parker entice Matthew McConaughey into a happy ending in “Failure to Launch”? C’mon, what do you think?
melodically fuses with the Scottish bagpipes lilting from a neighboring trench,
the men feel the harmonic tug of heartstrings and a desire for human contact
unrelated to the atrocities of war.
Commanders of the respective battalions agree to a temporary cease-fire
in honor of the holiday, holding an impromptu summit meeting on the soulless frozen tundra. A potpourri of foreign tongues and diverse cultures unite
in a melting pot of benevolence and
grace. The far-reaching consequences
of that one fateful night are replete with
joys and sorrows.
Daniel Brühl (“Good Bye Lenin! ”)
is the jewel in the crown of this enterprising ensemble, his sensitive German
commander Lt. Horstmayer torn between unyielding military duty and the
responsibility to fuel his divine spark.

Only the hardest of hearts could resist
the inherent message of this Academy
Award nominee for Best Foreign Language Film. Yes, it’s corny and clumsily crafted, and didactic where lyrical
would better suffice. But the notion of
setting aside immeasurable differences
when at all possible lingers on.
Rated: R for wartime violence and
images. In English, French and German with English subtitles. 1 hour, 56
minutes.
— Jeanne Aufmuth

(continued on page 23)
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THE BEST THRILLER OF T
HE

Movies

YEAR!

“A SHARP-WITTED, HARD
-TO-BEAT THRILLER!”

MOVIE TIMES

Gene Shalit

Leah Rozen

“CRITIC’S CHOICE. THE
ND
OF MOVIE FOR WHIKICH
SATURDAY NIGHTS WER
E MADE.”

Kevin Crust

“A TERRIFIC PERFORMA
NC
BY BRUCE WILLISE.”
Lisa Schwarzbau
m

“A THICK, JUICY STEA
K OF A THRILLER!”
Claudia Puig

“MOS DEF MESMERIZES

Century Theatres
CENTURY CINEMAS 16
Mountain View
650/960-0970

Century Theatres
CENTURY PARK 12
Redwood City
650/365-9000

Century Theatres
CENTURY 12 DOWNTOWN
San Mateo
650/558-0123

CHECK THEATRE DIRECTORY OR CALL FOR SOUND INFORMATION AND SHOWTIMES

.”

Century Theatres
CENTURY PLAZA 10
So San Francisco
650/742-9200

SPECIAL ENGAGEMENTS NO PASSES OR DISCOUNT COUPONS ACCEPTED

Area Codes: (650)

P l Al

W kl

F i 3/10

2 5 5’’

frightening.”
DENNIS DERMODY, PAPER

intense

scary to the max.”
FANGORIA

Note: Screenings are for Friday through Tuesday only.

16 Blocks (PG-13) ✭✭1/2

Century 16: 11:45 a.m.; 12:25, 2:35, 5:05, 5:30, 7:20,
9:45 & 10:30 p.m. Century 12: Noon, 2:30, 5, 7:30 & 10
p.m.
Aquamarine (PG)
Century 16: 12:15, 2:40, 5, 7:15 & 9:30 p.m.
(Not Reviewed)
Century 12: 11:50 a.m.; 2:25, 4:50, 7:25 & 10:10 p.m.
Brokeback Mountain
Century 12: 2:25 & 7:25 p.m.
(R) ✭✭✭✭
Aquarius: 3:30, 7 & 9:45 p.m.; Fri.-Sun. also at 12:30
p.m.
Capote (R) ✭✭✭✭
Century 16: 2:25 & 7:20 p.m.
Century 12: 12:05, 5:05 & 10:05 p.m.
Curious George (G) ✭✭
Century 16: 11:40 a.m.; 1:40, 3:40 & 5:40 p.m.
Century 12: 12:30, 2:50 & 5:05 p.m.
Date Movie (PG-13)
Century 16: 7 & 9:10 p.m.
(Not Reviewed)
Century 12: 1:15, 3:20, 5:30, 7:35 & 9:35 p.m.
Dave Chappelle’s Block
Century 16: 12:20, 2:50, 5:10, 7:40 & 10:05 p.m.
Party (R) ✭✭✭1/2
Century 12: 11:55 a.m.; 2:35, 5:20, 8 & 10:20 p.m.
Doogal (G) (Not Reviewed) Century 16: 11:25 a.m.
Eight Below (PG) ✭✭✭1/2
Century 16: 11:35 a.m.; 2:15, 4:55, 7:30 & 10:15 p.m.
Century 12: 11:30 a.m.; 2:15, 4:55, 7:45 & 10:30 p.m.
Failure to Launch
Century 16: 11:30 a.m.; 12:40, 1:50, 2:55, 4:10, 5:15,
(PG-13) ✭1/2
6:45, 7:35, 9 & 9:55 p.m. Century 12: 11:40 a.m.; 2,
4:30, 7:05 & 9:40 p.m.
Firewall (PG-13) ✭1/2
Century 16: 7:45 & 10:10 p.m.
Century 12: 7:35 & 10:15 p.m.
The Hills Have Eyes
Century 16: 12:30, 3, 5:25, 8 & 10:30 p.m.
(R) ✭✭1/2
Century 12: 11:45 a.m.; 2:20, 4:45, 7:15 & 9:50 p.m.
Joyeux Noel (R) ✭✭✭
Aquarius: 4, 6:30 & 9:15 p.m.; Fri.-Sun. also at 1:30
p.m.
The Libertine (R)
CinéArts at Palo Alto Square: 2:15, 4:50, 7:40 & 10:15
(Not Reviewed)
p.m.; Sat. & Sun. also at 11:30 a.m.
Match Point (R) ✭✭✭✭
Century 16: 1:10, 3:50, 6:55 & 9:50 p.m.
Mrs. Henderson Presents Guild: 4:30, 7 & 9:30 p.m.; Fri.-Sun. also at 2 p.m.
(R) ✭✭
Nanny McPhee (PG) ✭✭✭
Century 16: 11:55 a.m.; 2:20 & 4:40 p.m.
The Pink Panther
Century 16: 12:50, 3:05, 5:20, 7:25 & 9:35 p.m.
(PG) ✭✭1/2
Century 12: 12:25, 2:45, 5:25, 7:40 & 10:05 p.m.
The Shaggy Dog (PG)
Century 16: 12:10, 12:45, 2:30, 3:10, 4:50, 5:35, 7:10,
(Not Reviewed)
7:55, 9:30 & 10:20 p.m. Century 12: 11:35 a.m.; 2,
4:35, 7 & 9:25 p.m.
Century 16: 2:45 & 7:45 p.m.
Syriana (R) ✭✭✭
Transamerica (R) ✭✭✭1/2
CinéArts at Palo Alto Square: 2:35, 5, 7:30 & 10 p.m.;
Sat. & Sun. also at 12:10 p.m.
Ultraviolet (PG-13)
Century 16: 11:25 a.m.; 1:30, 3:35, 5:50, 7:50 & 10 p.m.
(Not Reviewed)
Century 12: 12:45, 2:55, 5:10, 7:20 & 9:55 p.m.
The World’s Fastest Indian Century 16: 11:50 a.m.; 4:45 & 9:45 p.m.
(PG-13) ✭✭✭
★ Skip it ★★ Some redeeming qualities ★★★ A good bet ★★★★ Outstanding

Shocking
JESS CAGLE, WCBS-TV / PEOPLE

Aquarius: 430 Emerson St., Palo Alto (266-9260)
Century Cinema 16: 1500 N. Shoreline Blvd., Mountain View (960-0970)
Century Park 12: 557 E. Bayshore Blvd., Redwood City (365-9000)
Guild: 949 El Camino Real, Menlo Park (266-9260)
CinéArts at Palo Alto Square: 3000 El Camino Real, Palo Alto (493-3456)
Stanford: 221 University Ave., Palo Alto (324-3700)
Internet address: For show times, plot synopses, trailers and more information
about films playing, go to Palo Alto Online at http://www.PaloAltoOnline.com/

ON THE WEB: The most up-to-date movie listings at www.PaloAltoOnline.com

NOW PLAYING

The lucky ones die first.

A Craven/Maddalena Films and Peter Locke Production

STARTS
TODAY

(standard text message and phone rates apply)

CENTURY THEATRES

CENTURY THEATRES

CENTURY 16

CENTURY PLAZA 10

Mountain View (650) 960-0970 So. San Francisco (650) 742-9200

CENTURY THEATRES !

CENTURY THEATRES

Daly City (650) 994-7469

Redwood City (650) 365-9000 San Mateo (650) 558-0123

CENTURY 20 DALY CITY CENTURY PARK 12

CENTURY THEATRES

CENTURY 12 DOWNTOWN SAN MATEO

CALL THEATRE FOR SHOWTIMES
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16 Blocks ✭✭ 1/2
(Century 16, Century 12) Alcoholic
pencil-pusher Jack Mosley (Bruce Willis) gets caught in the crossfire when
forced to escort key witness-slash-petty criminal Eddie Bunker (Mos Def) to
a New York City courthouse. Turns out
Bunker is on tap to identify a handful of
dirty cops in a case that could shake
down the entire department, and the
men in blue are less than enthusiastic
about possible incarceration. Leading
the pack of trigger-happy officers is
Frank Nugent (David Morse), Mosley’s
ex-partner and a powerhouse in the
NYPD. With loyalty and ethics tugging
him in different directions, Mosley attempts to escort his loquacious charge
16 short blocks through traffic, gunfire
and Hollywood double-crossing. Although “16 Blocks” is little more than a
re-tooling of 1977’s “The Gauntlet” star-

ring Clint Eastwood, the Willis vehicle is
still a worthwhile viewing. Rated: PG-13
for violence, intense sequences of action, and some strong language. 1 hour,
45 minutes. — T.H. (Reviewed March
3, 2006)
Brokeback Mountain ✭✭✭✭ (Aquarius,
Century 12) Jack Twist (Jake Gyllenhaal) and Ennis Del Mar (Heath Ledger)
meet in the summer of 1963 as employees of surly ranch manager Joe
Aguirre (Randy Quaid). They spend a
number of months in the wild wrangling
sheep, battling fractious weather, and
consuming endless tins of baked beans
warmed by a campfire. The ranch hand
and rodeo cowboy go about their work
with a singular dedication that grows
into an easy camaraderie. That friendship ultimately turns into a provocative
intimacy that taps deep into both men’s
psyches. As summer draws to a close
Jack and Ennis part ways and get swallowed up by life. Four years later Texas-

STANFORD
THEATRE
The Stanford Theatre is at 221
University Ave. in Palo Alto. Screenings are for Friday through Sunday
only. For more information, call
(650) 324-3700.
The Thin Man (1934) William Powell and
Myrna Loy star as husband and wife in
this comedic murder mystery. Fri.-Sun.
at 7:30 p.m.; Sun. also at 3:55 p.m.
Top Hat (1935) Musical romance starring Fred Astaire and Ginger Rogers.
Fri.-Sun. at 5:40 & 9:15 p.m.

based Jack finds himself en route to
Wyoming and the pair arranges to
meet, discovering that time has intensified their eloquent bond. The incessant tag of “the gay Western” offends;
groundbreaking is more like it. Nuanced
sentiment and genuine affection brand
this as one of the most memorable films
of the year. Rated: R for adult themes
and sexuality. 2 hours, 14 minutes.
— J.A. (Reviewed Dec. 16, 2005)
Capote ✭✭✭✭
(Century 16, Century 12) The Best Actor
Oscar race promises to be smoking hot,
courtesy of Philip Seymour Hoffman’s
delirious turn as the shrill and effeminate Truman Capote. “Capote” focuses
its lens on 1959, when the author happens upon a New York Times article
about the brutal murders of the simple,
upstanding Clutter family of Holcomb,
Kansas. This is just the opening Capote
needs to prove his untested theory that
in gifted hands nonfiction can be as
scintillating as fiction. With the support
of “researcher and bodyguard” Harper
Lee (the superb Catherine Keener as
the “To Kill a Mockingbird” author) and
the blessing of his editor, Capote sets
out for Kansas and an obsession that
will ultimately consume his intricate life.
Debut director (!) Bennett Miller crafts a
marvelously rich and absorbing biopic
of man and mystery and the subtle nuances that make twisted brilliance tick.
Rated: R for violent images and strong
language. 1 hour, 50 minutes. — J.A.
(Reviewed Oct. 7, 2005)
Curious George ✭✭
(Century 16, Century 12) Fans curious
about George should explore the inquisitive simian’s literary exploits rather
than this big-screen banana. George is
the Bart Simpson of his quiet African
expanse — he slaps muddy paint on
animals’ backsides and unknowingly
irritates slumbering lions. Basically,
George is in need of a grander stage to
investigate. Enter Ted, a.k.a. The Man
in the Yellow Hat (voice of Will Ferrell).
When the New York museum Ted works
for is in danger of being turned into a
parking lot, he ventures off to Africa in
search of the massive Lost Shrine of
Zagawa. What he finds is George. Although this cinematic adventure boasts
plenty of heart and a tremendous
soundtrack (thanks to Hawaii rocker
Jack Johnson), the lackluster animation is a decade outdated and the lullaby storyline will put even the biggest
little ones to sleep. Rated: G. 1 hour,
22 minutes. — T.H. (Reviewed Feb. 10,
2006)
Dave Chappelle’s Block Party ✭✭✭ 1/2
(Century 16, Century 12) Contentious
comedian Dave Chappelle knows how
to throw a party, in this case a Brooklyn-based block bash-cum-concert that
lets loose with wit and style. Trailed
by Oscar-winning filmmaker Michel
Gondry (“Eternal Sunshine of the Spotless Mind”) and cinematographer Ellen
Kuras, Dave sets out on a dizzy mission
to distribute free golden tickets to a
rap-heavy fÍte that’s going to rock the
house. Music, humor and a uniquely
mellow vibe characterize this unique
concert film. Dave wanders the back
roads of his Ohio hometown and spontaneously auditions an entire college
marching band with the intention of
packing them off to Brooklyn as backup to some of the biggest names in the

(continued on page 24)

Movies

“A VISUAL FEAST

FROM START TO FINISH!"

Peter Sobczynski, efilmcritic.com

OPENINGS
small favors.
Rated: PG-13 for partial nudity and language. 1 hour, 37 minutes.
— Jeanne Aufmuth

The Hills Have Eyes ✭✭1/2

“The Hills Have Eyes,” and you might be tempted
to cover yours during this gorefest.
(continued from page 21)

Failure to Launch ✭1/2

(Century 16, Century 12) The title is perfectly apt — and too easy a target — for this
romantic comedy that never shifts out of second gear.
Matthew McConaughey seems to be suffering
from Michael Douglas Syndrome: the inexplicable need to remake the same genre picture
over and over again.
McConaughey’s smooth Southern drawl and
sultry looks are up front and center in his facile
role as easygoing Tripp, a 35-year-old mama’s
boy in no hurry to fly the coop.
And why should he be? Mom (Kathy Bates)
and Dad (Terry Bradshaw of Pittsburgh Steelers fame) cater to his every whim: meals, laundry service and a homey B&B atmosphere that
any Gen-Xer worth his salt would eat up.
Anxious to cut the apron strings, the folks
hire a professional interventionist named Paula
(Sarah Jessica Parker) who promises to pull
the relationship ripcord by guaranteeing that
Tripp fall for her and subsequently move into
his own place.
Cute premise, something along the lines of
McConaughey’s “How to Lose a Guy in Ten
Days.” Or McConaughey’s “The Wedding Planner.”
Needless to say, Paula’s subterfuge works
like a charm. More needless to say, Paula finds
herself seduced by Tripp’s charms as her bestlaid plan threatens to unravel in disastrously
comedic fashion.
Implausible scenarios include wacky outdoor
adventures gone awry and a trio of aggressive
mammals who want a taste of our hero. More
problems stem from a weak script and cheap
laughs (though I fell for the mockingbird gag)
to a stinky stench of bad sitcom.
Supporting players seem confused as to their
“motivation”: typically dry-witted Zooey Deschanel f latlines as Paula’s manic-depressive
roomie and Bradshaw missteps with an awkward and gratuitous nude scene.
When the going gets rough there’s always
Matthew to fall back on. Thank goodness for

(Century 16, Century 12) French filmmakers
Alexandre Aja and Gregory Levasseur slashed
their way onto American screens last year with
the gritty and gruesome “High Tension,” inspiring horror legend Wes Craven to draft the
duo for a remake of his 1977 chiller, “The Hills
Have Eyes.”
The result is this unflinching gorefest packed
with brutal visuals and buckets of bloodshed.
But “Hills” lacks the provocative ingenuity of
“Tension,” instead relying on deformed villains
and cheap scare tactics to score the necessary
screams. Cinematic salvation comes with an
unexpected hero, a noble little girl, and one
loyal German shepherd.
Bob (Ted Levine of TV’s “Monk”) and Ethel
(Kathleen Quinlan) Carter elect to celebrate
their silver anniversary by taking the family
on a summer road trip through the New Mexico desert. The Carter clan is a hodgepodge
of unenthusiastic travelers: Bob and Ethel’s
two gorgeous daughters (including Emilie de
Ravin of TV’s “Lost”) and prankster son, their
sophisticated son-in-law (Aaron Stanford as
Doug), baby granddaughter and two German
shepherds, Beauty and Beast.
Unfortunately for the Carters, this particular
stretch of sand and stone has a rather disturbing history. Atomic testing by the government
turned a once-bustling town into a deserted
expanse.
Well, almost.
Turns out several inhabitants found shelter in
abandoned mines, where radiation eventually
warped their minds and bodies. And when the
Carters take an ill-advised “shortcut,” they find
themselves at the mercy of several ferocious
desert dwellers whose mutated visages make
Sloth of 1985’s “The Goonies” look better than
Brad Pitt.
The graphic violence of “Hills” is not for the
faint of heart. Women are abused and slaughtered, men are burned alive, and characters are
dispatched with axes, shotguns, screwdrivers
and explosives. And the pace is unrelenting.
Stanford is the picture’s hero. Initially written
off by Bob as a “weak Democrat,” Doug shows
his mettle time and again and under traumatic
circumstances. His persistence and courage
keep the audience emotionally attached. And
one of the German shepherds, Beast, proves
a steadfast companion and offers up several
exciting last-second saves.
Aja and Levasseur utilize irony well throughout “Hills,” such as when Bob’s gun falls into
the wrong hands leading to a loved one’s murder or a deformed and caring young girl intermittently sidelines her family’s sinister motives. Fans of the increasingly graphic horror
genre will appreciate this visceral depiction,
but viewers eager for a thought-provoking experience should avoid these “Hills” like that
ominous stretch of New Mexico wasteland.
Rated: R for strong gruesome violence and
terror throughout, and for language. 1 hour,
45 minutes.
— Tyler Hanley

To view the trailer for “Failure to Launch,” "Joyeux Noel,"
"The Hills Have Eyes" and "World's Fastest Indian'
go to Palo Alto Online at http://www.PaloAltoOnline.com/

NOW PLAYING

CENTURY THEATRES 3
CENTURY 12 DOWNTOWN
SAN MATEO 650-558-0123

CENTURY THEATRES
CENTURY PARK 12
REDWOOD CITY 650-365-9000

CENTURY THEATRES
CENTURY PLAZA 10
SO. SAN FRANCISCO 650-742-9200

Sorry, No Passes Accepted For This Engagement.
For Additional Information,
Call Theaters Or Check Directory.

“Loaded with laughter–
a great date movie!
Definitely worth leaving home for!”
Pete Hammond, MAXIM MAGAZINE

“‘Failure to Launch’ is a bright
and breezy romantic comedy,

an amorous launch of laughter and love...that’s just in time.”
Gene Shalit, TODAY

“McConaughey and Parker
make a beautiful couple.

He’s brawny, she’s brainy – these opposites are very attractive.”
Jess Cagle, WCBS-TV/PEOPLE MAGAZINE

CENTURY THEATRES !

CENTURY THEATRES

CENTURY 20 DALY CITY CENTURY PARK 12

CENTURY 12 DOWNTOWN SAN MATEO CENTURY PLAZA 10

Daly City (650) 994-7469

Redwood City (650) 365-9000

San Mateo (650) 558-0123

PA L O

A LT O

CENTURY THEATRES

CENTURY THEATRES

So. San Francisco (650) 742-9200

CALL THEATRE OR CHECK
DIRECTORY FOR SHOWTIMES
SPECIAL ENGAGEMENT-NO PASSES
OR DISCOUNT TICKETS ACCEPTED
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Photo Contest
deadline
April 7, 2006
Go to Palo Alto Online
for contest rules and
information
www.PaloAltoOnline.com

Palo Alto Weekly • Friday, March 10, 2006 • Page 23

Movies
(continued from page 22)
biz. Though Dave assembles cast and
crowd with generous promises of gratis
transport and digs, he’s no goody-twoshoes. His humor is laced with enough
razor-sharp edges to counterbalance
his combustible enthusiasm and hilarious one-liners. Rated: R for strong
language and adult themes. 1 hour, 43
minutes. — J.A. (Reviewed March 3,
2006)
Eight Below ✭✭✭ 1/2
(Century 16, Century 12) Gerry Shepherd (Paul Walker) is a passionate
expedition guide in the icy wilds of
Antarctica. Against his better judgment,
Shepherd agrees to escort a brilliant
geologist (Bruce Greenwood as Davis
McLaren) to one of the region’s more
dangerous areas despite the threat of a

nearing storm. Shepherd and McLaren
form a friendship as they cross the
frigid landscape with Shepherd’s eight
fierce sled dogs leading the way. Disaster strikes when McLaren takes a nasty
spill and winds up in glacial waters
with a broken leg. Only Shepherd’s top
dog, Maya, can rescue the traumatized
scientist just as the snow storm begins
its ominous approach. But Shepherd’s
courage and the speed of his dogs
get the group back safely — only to
discover camp must be evacuated and
that the dogs must stay behind due to
space constraints. Eager dog owners
may find themselves hounding for a
husky after nibbling on this cinematic
treat. Rated: PG for some peril and
brief mild language. 1 hour, 52 minutes.
— T.H. (Reviewed Feb. 17, 2006)
Firewall ✭ 1/2

“Splash” comes back to screens — sort of — as the tween flick “Aquamarine.”

WINNER
ACADEMY AWARD

®

©A.M.P.A.S.®

Are you a dedicated runner looking for a
fun way to challenge yourself,
have fun and help fundraise for
local charities?

BEST ACTOR

Become a Grand Prix Runner!

WINNER

BEST PICTURE OF THE YEAR

The Palo Alto Grand Prix Road Race Series is a partnership of
local road races in the Palo Alto area working together to bring
you a great way to get involved in your community.
Participation in several Grand Prix runs throughout the 2006
year will qualify you for a year-end dinner and awards
ceremony, plus the chance to win great prizes and awards!

NATIONAL SOCIETY OF FILM CRITICS

capote
Philip Seymour Hoffman

To learn more about each run in the 2006 Grand Prix series,
go to:

BASED ON THE BOOK BY GERALD CLARKE SCREENPLAY BY DAN FUTTERMAN DIRECTED BY BENNETT MILLER
WWW.SONYCLASSICS.COM

www.pagrandprix.org

ACADEMY AWARD NOMINEE
®

BEST FOREIGN LANGUAGE FILM
Based on a true story.

Christmas Eve, 1914. On a World War I battlefield, a momentous
event changed the lives of soldiers from France, Germany and England.

“DON’T DARE MISS IT!
THIS YEAR’S BEST REASON
FOR CELEBRATION.”
-Pete Hammond, MAXIM

“A MOVING STORY OF
HUMANITY’S BEST AND WORST.
ITS MESSAGE IS TIMELESS.”

CENTURY 12
SAN MATEO
320 East 2nd Ave.,
San Mateo
(650) 558-0123

©2005 SONY PICTURES ENTERTAINMENT INC.

NOW PLAYING!

CENTURY PARK 12
CENTURY
REDWOOD CITY
CINEMA 16
557 E. Bayshore Blvd.,
1500 N Shoreline Blvd.,
Redwood City
Mountain View
(650) 365-9000
(650) 960-0970
VIEW THE TRAILER AT WWW.CAPOTEFILM.COM

ON OVER

200
TOP TEN
LISTS!
CHECK THEATRE DIRECTORIES
OR CALL FOR SHOWTIMES

HILARIOUS!

“

‘The Shaggy Dog’ is Tim Allen’s funniest movie yet.”
JIM SVEJDA, KNX/CBS RADIO

“Fantastic family
”

Fun!

(Century 16, Century 12) Harrison Ford
looks every inch his 63 years as he
plods his way through his masquerade
as Jack Stanfield, head of network
security for Seattle-based Landrock
Pacific Bank, a high-yield lender that
protects its clients from unnecessary
risk through a series of sophisticated
security systems designed by the man
himself. Jack’s got the requisite two
kids and a swanky waterfront dream
home designed by architect wife Beth
(Virginia Madsen). He meets Bill Cox
(Paul Bettany) at a routine client meeting -- routine, that is, until Cox reveals
himself as a ruthless swindler bent on
cracking Jack’s system. The wily Cox’s
own insurance policy is a methodical
study of the Stanfields that ends with
him taking the wife and kids hostage.
In exchange for their life Jack is asked
to breach his own program and siphon
funds from his 10,000 wealthiest customers into Cox’s offshore account.
The concept of identity theft lends a
whiff of genuine fear and vulnerability
but it all goes south in the end. Rated:
PG-13 for violence. 1 hour, 44 minutes.
— J.A. (Reviewed Feb. 10, 2006)
Match Point ✭✭✭✭
(Century 16) Native New Yorker Woody
Allen sets his latest feature in London,
where he pairs Dostoevsky’s “Crime
and Punishment” with Hitchcockian
suspense and dark humor. Likeable,
ambitious former tennis pro Chris
Wilton (Jonathan Rhys Meyers) gives
lessons at a tony club, where he hits it
off with Tom Hewett (Matthew Goode).
Chris soon meets the rest of the
wealthy family, and finds his life changing rapidly when Tom’s sister (Emily
Mortimer) falls in love with him and encourages her father (Brian Cox) to fast

THE DOGS HAVE TAKEN
AMERICA BY STORM!

CLAY SMITH, THE INSIDER

“Magnificent!”

-Kelly Borgeson, PREMIERE MAGAZINE

PETE HAMMOND,

DIANE
BENNO GUILLAUME DANIEL GARY DANY
KRÜGER FÜRMANN
CANET
BRÜHL LEWIS BOON
• •

JOYEUX NOEL
( MERRY CHRISTMAS )

Distributed by BUENA VISTA PICTURES DISTRIBUTION ©DISNEY ENTERPRISES, INC.

A Film by Christian Carion
FOR WAR VIOLENCE AND A BRIEF SCENE OF SEXUALITY/NUDITY

DIGITAL PROJECTION

www.sonyclassics.com

EXCLUSIVE ENGAGEMENT
STARTS FRIDAY, MARCH 10TH!
VIEW THE TRAILER AT WWW.JOYEUXNOELMOVIE.COM
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DIGITAL PROJECTION

SEE IT
NOW!
SORRY, NO PASSES

SOME THINGS YOU JUST CAN’T MISS!

SOME THINGS YOU JUST CAN’T MISS!

Movies
Beyoncé, Kevin Kline and Steve
Martin serve up silly escapist fare
in “The Pink Panther.”
track him in the family business. But
Chris can’t keep his eyes, or hands, off
Tom’s sexy American fiancee (Scarlett
Johansson). And despite the financial
rewards of climbing the ladder in the
Hewett empire, he’s not too keen on
the office job. His choices have shocking consequences. From the intricate
script to the elegant visuals, this film
shows Allen is a consummate pro with
a philosopher’s bent. “Match Point”
is a masterwork. Rated: R for some
sexuality. 2 hours, 4 minutes. — S.T.
(Reviewed Jan. 6, 2006)
Mrs. Henderson Presents ✭✭

Find.Print.Save.

(Guild) Dame Judi Dench headlines this
English World War II-era comedy that
can’t or won’t settle on a consistent
theme. Laura Henderson (Dench) is
a newly widowed matron with plenty
of money and nothing but time on her
hands. Determined to find a dazzling
hobby, Mrs. Henderson impulsively
purchases an old theater with the intention of mounting an old-fashioned
revue. Mrs. Henderson hires bon vivant
theater manager Vivian Van Damm
(Bob Hoskins) to take the reins of the
Windmill Theater and they’re off to the
races. The revue is an instant success
but the thrill is short-lived as the turbulent political situation takes its toll on
ticket sales. Henderson and Van Damm
need more than vigor and enthusiasm

(continued on next page)

YOU’RE INVITED TO THE
PARTY OF THE DECADE!

Great offers from local businesses.

www.PaloAltoOnline.com
Offer of the Week

Buy one pizza, get one free!
“PUT
YOUR HANDS
UP–FOR DAVE
CHAPPELLE!
A once in a

See Pizazz online for coupon details

Find More Offers From

“A
KICK-@
BLOCK
PARTY!
Blissful perfection!”

**

lifetime event!”

–MICKEY RAPKIN, GQ

–THELMA ADAMS, US WEEKLY

Restaurants/Food
Arrivederci & Bella
Cafe Pro bono
Crepes Café
Darbar Indian Cuisine
del Sol
Domino’s Pizza
Hobee’s
House of Bagels
Jing Jing
Little India
Marigold Indian Cuisine
Ming’s
New York Pizza
New Tung Kee Noodle House
Papa Murphy’s
Pizza A-Go-Go
Pizza Chicago
Round Table Pizza
Retail
Occasions Etc. (formerly MenloAtherton Trophy)
Palo Alto Sport Shop & Toy World
University Art

Personal Care/Healing
Benton Medical
Body Kneads
Car Services & Repairs
Auto Glass L.T.D.
Helming’s Auto Repair
Lozano’s Brushless Car Wash
Marlin’s Car Wash
Rollz Royce Limousine
Lodging/Travel
Pacific Hotels
Other
Club Z Tutoring
HealthyPets.com
Palo Alto Weekly
TheatreWorks

“DAVE
CHAPPELLE IS
WICKEDLY FUNNY!

“GRADE: A!
GIVES YOU A
BLISSFULL
BUZZ!
An event that

Makes you groove in your seat,
laugh yourself silly, and feel
ridiculously hopeful for
the whole human race!”

can restore your faith!”
–OWEN GLEIBERMAN,
ENTERTAINMENT WEEKLY

–KAREN DURBIN, ELLE

A FILM BY MICHEL GONDRY

Check Pizazz Before You Buy.
Interested in promoting your business online?
(650) 326-8210 or Pizazz@PaloAltoOnline.com

www.PaloAltoOnline.com
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www.chappellesblockparty.com
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Movies
(continued from previous page)
to fill the Windmill. When all else fails...
take your clothes off. Unfortunately, as
the story’s disjointed perspective widens the energy dwindles and the film
loses focus. Rated: R for frontal nudity
and mild sexuality. 1 hour, 42 minutes.
— J.A. (Reviewed Jan. 13, 2006)
Nanny McPhee ✭✭✭
(Century 16) Emma Thompson headlines and highlights this enchanting
crowd-pleaser based on the popular
“Nurse Mathilda” books by Christianna
Brand. It’s “Sound of Music” redux
at the Brown household deep in the
English countryside. Mom has recently
passed away leaving the befuddled Mr.
Brown (Colin Firth) with seven clever
but very naughty children to care for.
Just as the umpteenth consecutive

nanny runs screaming from the house
the unsettling and startlingly homely
Nanny McPhee (Thompson) appears,
cool as tepid tea and ready to tame
Brown’s exceedingly unruly lot. Chaos
ensues from every angle as Nanny
works her curious sorcery to bring
the Brown clan around. Quirky, sweet
and charming. Rated: PG for magical
intensity. 1 hour, 37 minutes. — J.A.
(Reviewed Jan. 27, 2006)
The Pink Panther ✭✭ 1/2
(Century 16, Century 12) Steve Martin
tongue-twists and pratfalls into the role
of clueless Inspector Jacques Clouseau
with joie de vivre. In between running
gags, Martin and co-screenwriter Len
Blum (“Private Parts”) have crafted
an amusing missing diamond-murder
mystery with a twist. It’s sudden death
on the soccer field. A miracle kick gives

France the win over the Chinese team,
but the flashy French coach dies from
a poisoned dart. Mon Dieu! The Pink
Panther diamond ring is missing from
his finger. Chief Inspector Dreyfus (Kevin Kline) has an agenda that involves
promoting a small-town police officer
-- the village idiot -- to investigate the
case. Enter Clouseau. The pain-anddestruction humor won’t tickle everyone as pink as the cartoon character
but still provides some good escapist
fare. Rated: PG for occasional crude
and suggestive humor and language.
1 hour, 32 minutes. — S.T. (Reviewed
Feb. 10, 2006)
Transamerica ✭✭✭ 1/2
(Cinearts) Felicity Huffman earns every
gilded inch of her recently acquired
Golden Globe (not to mention her Oscar nomination) for her portrayal of a

transgendered male getting up close
and personal with his feminine side.
Bree Osborne (Huffman) is a pre-operative transsexual impatiently waiting for
the day when her new physical self can
join her psyche in spiritual harmony.
Fate deals Bree a nasty hand when a
caller informs her that an old love affair resulted in a son (Kevin Segers as
Toby), who is holed up in a New York
City jail for turning tricks. Bree chooses
to ignore the information but her therapist (Elizabeth PeÒa) will not, insisting
that Bree tie up her emotional loose
ends before she will sign off on her sex
re-assignment surgery. The film circumvents treacly lessons in tolerance and
rewards itself with the resonance of rebirth and second chances. Rated: R for
intense adult situations. 1 hour, 43 minutes. — J.A. (Reviewed Jan. 27, 2006)
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Johnny Depp
THE LIBERTINE (R)
Fri. Mon. & Tue. (2:15-4:50) 7:40-10:15
Sat. & Sun. (11:30) 2:15-4:50-7:40-10:15
Felicity Huffman
TRANSAMERICA (R)
Fri. Mon. & Tue. (2:35-5) 7:30-10
Sat. & Sun. (12:10) 2:35-5-7:30-10
Times Valid For Friday, 3/10 thru Tuesday,3/14 Only
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Goings On

The best of what’s happening on the Midpeninsula

Special Events
2006 Mexican Presidential Elections:
A Challenge for Democracy Sat., March
11, 8:45 a.m.-3:30 p.m. Free. In Spanish
with simultaneous English translation.
Kresge Auditorium, Stanford University,
555 Abbot Way, Stanford. www.stanford.
edu/group/mexicanos/.
Call for Artists Gallery 9, an artist owned
and operated gallery in downtown Los
Altos, is accepting new member applications. Applications need to be submitted
by March 10. 2-D and 3-D artists welcome. Visit gallery for application and details. Tue.-Sat., 11 a.m.- 5 p.m. Gallery 9,
143 Main St., Los Altos. Call 941-7969.
Gamble Garden Formal Tea Wed., March
15, 2-4 p.m. $20 per person. Elizabeth
Gamble Garden, 1431 Waverley St., Palo
Alto. Call 329-1356. www.gamblegarden.
org.
Garden Workshop Free Master Gardener
workshop to learn how to grow plants
from seeds. March 11, 9-11 a.m. Gamble
Garden, 1431 Waverley St., Palo Alto.
Call (408) 282-3105. www.gamblegar
den.org.
Launch Bash for Hairpin Turns, Leadership Strategies for Women Thu., March
16, 6-8:30 p.m. The Garden Court Hotel,
520 Cowper St., Palo Alto. Call (800) 8913030. www.hairpinturns.com/communi
tyevents.php.
Paul Laurence Dunbar Centennial Conference Celebration of the centennial of
Paul Laurence Dunbar’s death. Explore
perspectives on the diversity of Dunbar’s
literary production as a poet, novelist,
lyricist, dramatist, and journalist. Free.
March 10-11, 9 a.m.-6 p.m. March 10th at
Tresidder Union; March 11th at Stanford
Humanities Center. Stanford University,
419 Lasuen Mall, Stanford. Call 723-3413.
www.stanford.edu/dept/dunbar/.
Reading Minds: Lie Detection, Neuroscience, Law, and Society Fri., March 10,
8:30 a.m. The conference will examine
the scientific plausibility of reliable lie detection through neuroscientific methods.
Conference is free, advanced registration
is required. Stanford Law School, 555
Nathan Abbott Wy., Stanford. Call 7235905. lst.stanford.edu/reading_minds.
“Tour to the Coast” Mercedes SL car tour
begins Sat., March 11, 9 a.m. Owners and
their cars will depart from Stanford Shopping Center. Organized by Mercedes SL

expert Roy Spencer of ourSL.com. Stanford Shopping Center, El Camino Real,
Palo Alto. Call 343-7980. www.oursl.
com/news/2006-03-11/tour.htm.

Benefits
Chefs Who Care Dinner March 13-14,
5:30 and 8 p.m. Entree: Hot Corned Beef,
Cabbage and Red Potatoes. Cost: Prepaid by March 9: adults $22; children ages
6-12 $12.; at the door: adults $24; children
$14. Crowne Plaza Cabana Hotel, 4290
El Camino Real, Palo Alto. Call 961-3584.
www.csacares.org.
Friends Monthly Book Sale Children
and bargain room open Sat., March 11,
10 a.m.-4 p.m.; main room open 11 a.m.4 p.m.; all rooms open Sun., March 12,
1-4 p.m. Proceeds directly benefit Palo
Alto Libraries. Cubberley Community
Center, 4000 Middlefield Road, Palo Alto.
Call 213-8755 or 493-5672. www.friends
paloaltolib.org.
“Menlo Live” A senior celebration featuring a live auction and rock style entertainment, luncheon and dinner, dancing
and music. Online auction open; March
31, lunch event doors open 11:30 a.m.;
lunch served at noon; show at 1 p.m.;
dinner event: cocktails 6 p.m.; dinner at
7 p.m.; live auction and show begin at 8
p.m. Menlo School, 50 Valparaiso Ave.,
Atherton. Call 328-4641. www.menlo
school.org.
Woodside High School Music Program
Dinner Dance Benefit “Rock Around
the Clock” Woodside High School Band
Boosters annual fundraiser Fri., March
10, 7 p.m. Night includes a buffet dinner, drawing for prizes, a silent auction
and jazz by the concert and jazz bands.
Tickets are available by calling Mary Jo
Waldschmidt at 796-8708. American Legion Hall, 651 El Camino Real, Redwood
City. Call 365-2418.

Concerts
22nd Annual Bach Celebration Presented by Palo Alto Chamber Orchestra.
March 12, 19 and 26, 7:30 p.m. A series
of three concerts focusing on the music of
Johann Sebastian Bach, featuring guest
performers and timed to coincide with
the composer’s 321st birthday. $12-$10.
Valley Presbyterian Church, 945 Portola Road, Portola Valley. Call 856-3848.
www.pacomusic.org.

OF NOTE

Port of memory
“Port de Martigues,” a pastel on paper by Auguste Pégurier (18561936), is being shown at Kathleen Avery Fine Art at 825 Emerson
St. in Palo Alto through May 2. It’s part of an exhibit of the works
of nearly 28 artists from L’École de Paris, a movement that started
around the end of the 1800s in the French capital. An opening
reception will be next Thursday from 6 to 9 p.m.; RSVPs to (650)
323-7830 are requested.

Baroque String Music Mon., March 13,
8 p.m. Faculty members Anthony Martin,
violin, John Dornenberg, viola da gamba
and Elaine Thornburgh, harpsichord perform Baroque works from France and
Germany by Schmalzer, Buxtehude, Muffat, F. Couperin, Rebel, and Le Clair. $10
general/ $5 student. Memorial Church
Chapel , 450 Serra Mall, Stanford. Call
723-2720. music.stanford.edu/events/
calendar.html.
California Youth Symphony Concert
Kenric Tam, piano soloist Sun., March 19,
2:30 p.m. The program includes works
of Shostakovich, Prokofiev, Copland and
Stravinsky. $12 general; $6 students and
seniors. San Mateo Performing Arts Center, 650 N. Delaware St., San Mateo. Call
325-6666. www.cys.org.
Early Music Singers: William Mahrt,
Conductor Fri., March 17, 8 p.m. Works
by Tallis, Byrd, and Gibbons, in the form
of cantiones sacrae, anthems, madrigals, and songs, are accompanied by Dr.
Mahrt’s illuminating commentary. Free.
Memorial Church, 450 Serra Mall, Stanford. Call 723-2720. music.stanford.edu/
events/calendar.html.
Erinn Losness, piano Sat., March 11, 8
p.m. Graduate student Losness performs
Scarlatti’s Sonata Longo 449, Liszt’s Vallee d’Obermann, and Chopin’s Four Ballades. Free. Campbell Recital Hall, 541
Lasuen Mall, Stanford. Call 723-2720. music.stanford.edu/events/calendar.html.
“Inauthentica” Sun., March 12, 8 p.m.
Works for chamber ensemble by Stanford
graduate composers, performed by the
CalArts contemporary music ensemble,
“Inauthentica.” Free. Campbell Recital
Hall, 541 Lasuen Mall, Stanford. Call 7232720. music.stanford.edu/events/calendar.html.
Kumaran Arul, piano Wed., March 15, 8
p.m. Arul, a lecturer in piano at Stanford,
presents a program featuring Chopin’s
Sonata in B minor, Op. 58. $10 general/
$5 student. Campbell Recital Hall, 541 Lasuen Mall, Stanford. Call 723-2720. music.
stanford.edu/events/calendar.html.
Mozart Missa Brevis in F and Haydn Part
Songs The Haydn Singers, Paul Flight director, offer masterpieces by W.A. Mozart,
including his Misericordias Domini and
Missa Brevis in F, with J. Haydn’s partsongs, among the genre’s first examples,
and Salve Regina in g minor. March 10, 8
p.m. Tickets $15/$12/$10. First Presbyterian Church, 1140 Cowper St., Palo Alto.
Call (510) 465-4092 . www.haydnsingers.
org.
Music at 7, Faculty and Friends, Kaye
DeVries and Leland Morine Thu., March
16, 7 p.m. “Works by Women Composers” Hensel, Poldowski, Reichardt and
Lehmann. Dan Lockert on piano. Tickets
$8/$4. Pre-purchase or at door 1 hour
prior to concert. Community School of
Music and Arts at Finn Center, 230 San
Antonio Circle, Mountain View. Call 9176800 x 335. www.arts4all.org.
Palo Alto Baroque Ensemble Joyce Malick, director All Mozart concert featuring Randy Paik, clarinetist from Pacifica,
performing Concerto for Clarinet. Sarah
Gage, 12 year-old violinist from Menlo
Park, performing Violin Concerto No. 3
Program also includes Ave verum corpus
and Adagio. Sun., March 12, 7:30 p.m.
Free. Palo Alto Art Center, 1313 Newell
Road, Palo Alto.
Palo Alto Philharmonic Chamber Concert Sat., March 11, 8 p.m. A variety of
chamber music: Prokofiev’s String Quartet #1; Schubert’s Adagio for Piano Trio;
Allegro from Piazzolla’s Primavera Portena
for piano trio and the premiere of Jeremy
Erman’s “The Twelve Dancing Princesses:
A Fairy-Tale for 7 Players.” Palo Alto Arts
Center Auditorium, 1313 Newell Road,
Palo Alto. Call (408) 395-2911. www.paphil.org.
Peninsula Symphony Presents “Romantics” Featuring Mihai Marica, performing

CALENDAR LISTINGS
CALENDAR. Information for Weekly and Master Community Calendar
listings must now be submitted online. Please go to www.PaloAltoOnline.
com, click on “Master Community Calendar,” and then click on “Submit
a listing.” Listings are published in the papers on a space-available
basis.
NEWS. The online form
To submit information
in the paper, send it the
paweekly.com; fax (650)
mail to Editor, Palo Alto
Alto, CA 94301.
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QUESTIONS? If you have questions, call the reception desk at the
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326-8210. After hours, you may press zero and leave a message in
the general mailbox.
For complete Calendar listings, go to www.PaloAltoOnline.com
and click on “Master Community Calendar.”

www.PaloAltoOnline.com
If it’s useful and local, it’s on Palo Alto Online!

Tchaikovsky’s cello concerto “Variations
on a Rococo Theme.” Also: R. Strauss’
Rosenkavalier Waltzes and Rachmaninoff’s Symphony #2. Sat., March 11,
8 p.m. $27/$32. Fox Theatre, 2215 Broadway, Redwood City. Call 941-5291. www.
peninsulasymphony.org.
Stanford Chamber Chorale: Stephen M.
Sano, conductor Fri., March 10, 8 p.m.
The Chorale performs Walton’s Jubilate
Deo and Set Me as a Seal upon Thine
Heart, Finzi’s Let Us Now Praise Famous
Men, Burgon’s Magnificat and Nunc Dimittis, Vaughan Williams’ Rest, Thompson’s
The Best of Rooms, Marvin’s Each Future
Song, and Leighton’s Drop, Drop, Slow
Tears. $10 general/ $5 student. Memorial Church, 450 Serra Mall, Stanford. Call
723-2720. music.stanford.edu/events/calendar.html.
Stanford Improvisation Collective in Concert Thu., March 16, 8 p.m. The Stanford
Improvisation Collective plays improvised
works with open scores by Stockhausen,
Wolff, and Zorn, as well as works of their
own creation. Free. Campbell Recital Hall,
541 Lasuen Mall, Stanford. Call 723-2720.
music.stanford.edu/events/calendar.
html.
The Harbour Quartette Sat., March 11,
2:30 p.m. A student recital featuring violinists Tai-jin Lee and Alison Wong, violist
Peter Ahn, and cellist Grace An performing Smetana’s Quartet From My Life, and
quartets by Shostakovich and Mozart.
Free. Campbell Recital Hall, 541 Lasuen
Mall, Stanford. Call 723-2720. music.stanford.edu/events/calendar.html.
Yung-Yee Chen, piano Sat., March 18,
2:30 p.m. A student recital of J.S. Bach’s
Toccata in D Major, Robert Schumann’s
Kreisleriana, Op.16, Arnold Schoenberg’s
Sechs kleine Klavierstucke, Op. 19,
and works by Domenico Scarlatti. Free.
Campbell Recital Hall, 541 Lasuen Mall,
Stanford. Call 723-2720. music.stanford.
edu/events/calendar.html.

On Stage
“Anna in the Tropics” Presented by TheatreWorks. The drama ignites in the heat
of Prohibition-era Florida when a young
storyteller is employed to entertain the remaining Cuban-American factory workers
who still roll coronas by hand. Through
April 2. Tue., 7:30 p.m.; Wed-Fri., 8 p.m.;
Sat., 2 and 8 p.m.; Sun., 2 and 7 p.m. $21$51. Lucie Stern Theatre, 1305 Middlefield

Road, Palo Alto. Call 903-6000 . www.
theatreworks.org.
“Cats” Peninsula Youth Theatre will present Andrew Lloyd Webber’s international
blockbuster March 11, 12 and 18, 2 and
7:30 p.m.; March 16, 9:30 a.m.; March 17,
9:30 a.m. and 7:30 p.m.; March 19, 2 p.m.
Tickets $18 adult, $15 child/senior, $7
general for 9:30 a.m. matinees. Mountain
View Center for the Performing Arts, 500
Castro St., Mountain View. Call 903-6000.
www.pytnet.org.
“Side by Side: A Journey With Depression” Comedian Brian Wetzel’s one-man
play details how his career and personal
life were absorbed by his struggle with
clinical depression and subsequent addiction. Free, may not be suitable for children and young teens. Fri., March 10, 7:30
p.m. Cañada Main Theater, 4200 Farm Hill
Blvd., Woodside. Call 306-3309. www.
canadacollege.edu.
“The Heidi Chronicles” by Wendy Wasserstein Follows Heidi Holland from high
school in the 1960s to her career as a art
historian over 20 years later. Thu.-Sat., 8
p.m.; Sun., 2 p.m. Through March 19.; ribbon cutting with the Mayor of Palo Alto,
Judy Kleinberg Feb. 23, 5 p.m. $10-$20.
Dragon Productions Theatre, 539 Alma
St., Palo Alto. Call 493-2006. www.drag
onproductions.net.
“Urinetown” Foothill Music Theatre presents a tale of greed, corruption, and love
in a time when water is worth its weight in
gold. Thu.-Sat., 8 p.m.; Sun., 2 p.m.; Sat.,
March 11, 2 p.m. $10-$24. Through March
12. Foothill College, 12345 El Monte Road,
Los Altos Hills. Call 949-7360. www.foot
hillmusicals.com.

Auditions
Auditions for Summer Conservatory
March 25, 10:30 a.m..; April 1, 10:30 a.m.;
April 4, 3:45 p.m.; April 21, 3:45 p.m.;
May 2, 3:45 p.m.; May 6, 10:30 a.m.; May
25, 3:45 p.m.; June 3, 10:30 a.m.; June
7, 3:45 p.m.; June 16, 3:45 p.m. Open to
ages 10 through High School. Program
runs Tuesdays-Fridays, June 20-July 28.
Participants learn about acting, music,
dance, costume and set design, and act
in a play. Call for more audition dates. Palo
Alto Children’s Theatre, 1305 Middlefield
Road, Palo Alto. Call 463-4930.
Auditions for “The Cocoanuts” Open to
ages 8 through high school. March 21-22,

(continued on next page)
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3:45 p.m. The Marx Brothers attack the
Florida real estate boom circa 1920 and
find jewels to steal, hotel guests to confound, and songs to sing. Performances
May 5- 13. Palo Alto Children’s Theatre,
1305 Middlefield Road, Palo Alto. Call
463-4930.
Cantabile Chorale Auditions Auditioning
singers for June 10-11, performances of
Mozart Mass in C minor. Auditions March
13, 2006. Call 424-1410 for information or
to schedule an audition. First Presbyterian Church, 1140 Cowper St., Palo Alto.
Call 424-1410. www.cantabile.org.

Exhibits
American ABC: Childhood in 19th Century America The exhibit explores the
subject of childhood and its relationship to the American quest for national
identity during the 19th century. Works
by Winslow Homer, Thomas Eakins, Eas-

man Johnson and others. Through May
7. Cantor Arts Center, 328 Lomita Drive,
Stanford. Call 723-4177. www.stanford.
edu/dept/ccva.
Art Dialogues Free docent lead tours
Saturdays, 2 p.m. Through April 29; no
tour April 15. Call 329-2370 to arrange
a tour. Palo Alto Art Center, 1313 Newell
Road, Palo Alto. Call 329-2366. www.
cityofpaloalto.org/community-services/
ac-index.html.
Art Exhibit “Life on Edge” Recent paintings by Ming Jing Wang, featuring oil
paintings of his travels to Tibet and lives
of Tibetan people. Also showing his recent portrait work. Through March 31.
Stanford Law School, 555 Nathan Abbott
Way, Stanford. www.mwangmd.com.
Flaming Red Cloth: Color and Design
in the Weavings of the Iban of Borneo.
Small selection of textiles from the Iban
people of Borneo. Illustrates the skill of
the weavers in creating textiles that the

Iban people considered effective and
powerful ceremonial art forms. Wednesdays-Sundays, through March 26, 11
a.m.-5 p.m.; Thursdays, 11 a.m.-8 p.m.;
closed Mondays and Tuesdays. Cantor
Arts Center, 328 Lomita Drive, Stanford.
Call 723-4177. www.stanford.edu/dept/
ccva.
Indonesia Discovered Through June 2.
Free and open to the public. McNeil Family Clubhouse, 401 Pierce Road, Menlo
Park. Call 322-8065. www.bcgp.org.
Keeble and Shuchat Photography Nautical images in black and white by Cindy
Fellows and photographs of Mozambique
by Kija Lucas. On display through April
13, Mon.-Sat., 9 a.m.-5:30 p.m. Keeble
and Shuchat Photography, 290 California
Ave., Palo Alto.
The Art and Evolution of Navigation See
how navigational tools evolved from landmarks to GPS, computers, and satellites.
Hands-on exhibits to allow guests to try

out instruments. Fri.-Sun., 11 a.m.-4 p.m.
through May 28. Museum of American
Heritage, 351 Homer Ave., Palo Alto. Call
321-1004. www.moah.org.
The Beauty in Landscape and Water By
photographer Meggi Raeder. Mon.-Thu.,
9 a.m.-9 p.m.; Fri., 9 a.m.-5 p.m.; Sat.
10 a.m.-4 p.m.; Sun., noon-6 p.m. Free.
Through March 13. Institute of Transpersonal Psychology, 1069 E. Meadow
Circle, Palo Alto. Call 493-4430 x 254.
www.itp.edu.
“The Displaced Past” Presented by The
Cañada College Art Department. An art
exhibit featuring local artist and Cañada
College alumni Miriam Hitchcock. The
drawings in the exhibit address issues of
memory, the interruption of life, and the
resulting aftermath. Through March 10.
Cañada College Main Theater, 4200 Farm
Hill Blvd., Redwood City. Call 306-3343.
www.canadacollege.edu.

“I like the Vineyard
so much I bought a
building and moved
my architectural
practice here. It
made perfect sense
for me to own my
office space rather
than lease it - why
grow my landlord’s
equity instead of my
own?”
—Ken Rodrigues of Kenneth
Rodriques & Partners,
architect for the Vineyard and
proud new owner of an office
suite there.

Small Buildings
For Sale
• 465 Whisman Road
(near Ellis Street offramp
from Hwy 101)

• Office and
R & D Buildings
• 1200-6000 square feet
• 90% Financing Available
DESIGN YOUR OWN
SPACE PLAN
www.TheVineyardMV.com
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Talks/Authors
Avenidas Book Group A place to share
ideas, make friends and read current and
past titles by a wide variety of authors.
Meets 3rd Thursdays monthly, 3 p.m.
Avenidas, 450 Bryant St., Palo Alto. Call
289-5423. www.avenidas.org.
Golden Age of Chinese Archeology
Docent lecturer David Buchanan from
the SF Asian Art Museum will speak on
“The Golden Age of Chinese Archeology”
Tue., March 16, 1:30 p.m. Artifacts from
5000BC to 924 A.D. will be discussed.
$1 members/$5 non-members. Little
House, 800 Middle Ave., Menlo Park.
Call 326-2025.
Humanist Forum “Clean money and Fair
Elections.” A talk by Brian Davis. Sun.,
March 12, 11 a.m. Mitchell Park Center,
3800 Middlefield Road, Palo Alto. Call
328-6659. www.humanists.org.
Kepler’s Spanish Book Club A discussion of “Rosaria Tijeras” by Jorge Franco
will be conducted in Spanish with Joan
Molitoris as the moderator. Mon., March
13, 7 p.m. Kepler’s Books, 1010 El Camino Real, Menlo Park. www.keplers.com.
Kepler’s Speculative Fiction Book Club
“Across the Nightingale Floor” by Lian
Hearn will be discussed with Joe Chevalier as the moderator. Sun., March 12,
7 p.m. Kepler’s Books, 1010 El Camino
Real, Menlo Park. www.keplers.com.
PARC Forum Wed., March 15, 4 p.m.
“Software and the Concurrency Revolution,” by Herb Sutter, Microsoft. The talk
will summarizes the issues involved with
concurrency, and give an overview of
various efforts underway to advance the
state of the art in concurrent software.
Free. PARC, 3333 Coyote Hill Road, Palo
Alto. Call 812-4000. www.parc.com.
“RainMakers Live: Building Great Startups that Last” An entrepreneurial mixer
organized by NUSEA and Stanford ASES.
Speakers include Farzad Naimi, serial entrepreneur and Gaurav Oberoi, cofounder, billmonk.com. March 11, 2 p.m.
Free. Sherman Fairchild Auditorium, 291
Campus Dr., Stanford. Call 483-8458.
rainmakerslive.nusea.org.
Reader’s Theater Actress/director Barbara Bentkowsky reads works by August
Wilson and Arthur Miller. Thursdays,
through March 23, 2 p.m. Jewish Community Center, 4000 Middlefield Road,
Palo Alto. Call 493-9400. www.paloal
tojcc.org.
“X” Marks the Spot: Pirates, Mapmaking and Map Stealing Dr. Fabio Lopez
Lazaro, Assistant Professor of History,
Santa Clara University will speak on pirates Wed., March 15, 7:30 p.m. Members free/ non-members $5. Museum of
American Heritage, 351 Homer Ave., Palo
Alto. Call 321-1004. www.moah.org.

Family and Kids

in Mountain View

• Prices start @$475,000

The Year of the Dog: “Gung Hay Fat
Choy” Large-scale watercolor paintings
of Sibelius, the faithful pet Vizsla of Palo
Alto artist and musician Geri McGilvray.
On display through March 31. Daily 9
a.m.-11 p.m. Free. Books Inc. Cafe Gallery, 301 Castro St., Mountain View. Call
328-2416.

AN EXCLUSIVE COMMUNITY FOR SMALL BUSINESS AND PROFESSIONAL FIRMS

Contact Exclusive Agents

KEVIN CUNNINGHAM
650.688.8521

RICK BELL
408.982.8428

kcunningham@ccarey.com

rbell@ccarey.com

Family Art Days Children and their families will explore art activities. March 19:
“Book Binding.” 1:30-4 p.m. Pacific Art
League, 668 Ramona St., Palo Alto. Call
321-3891. www.pacificartleague.org.
Preschool Storytime For children ages
3-5, Fridays, 11 a.m. Mitchell Park Library, 3700 Middlefield Road, Palo Alto.
Call 329-2134. Tuesdays, 10 a.m. Main
Library, 1213 Newell Road, Palo Alto. Call
329-2436. Wednesdays, 11 a.m. College
Terrace Library, 2300 Wellesley St., Palo
Alto. Call 329-2134. www.cityofpaloalto.
org/library/kids-teens.
Special Program Megumi tells stories
about whimsical, greedy and generous
spirits. March 15, 3:30 p.m. Ages 4 and
up. Sponsored by the Friends of the Palo
Alto City Library. Main Library, 1213 Newell Road, Palo Alto. Call 329-2436. www.
cityofpaloalto.org/library/kids-teens.
“The Adventure of the Speckled Band”
A stage adaptation of a Sherlock Holmes
mystery: “The Adventure of the Speckled
Band.” March 10-11, 8 p.m.; March 11-12,
2 p.m. Tickets $8 children/students and
seniors/ $10 adults. Presented by Los Altos Youth Theatre. Bus Barn Theatre, 97
Hillview Ave., Los Altos. Call 947-2796.

Goings On
Toddler Storytime For children ages
18 months to 3 years, Fridays, 10 a.m.
Mitchell Park Library, 3700 Middlefield
Road, Palo Alto. Mondays, 10 and 11
a.m. Main Library, 1213 Newell Road,
Palo Alto. Call 329-2436. www.cityof
paloalto.org/library/kids-teens.

Seniors
Acupuncture Appointments Mondays,
call 289-5400. $20. Avenidas, 450 Bryant
St., Palo Alto. www.avenidas.org.
Advance Health Care Directive Workshop First and third Wednesdays monthly, 10 a.m.-noon. Appointment required.
Avenidas, 450 Bryant St., Palo Alto. Call
289-5423.
Blood Pressure Screening Free blood
pressure screening by volunteer registered nurses. Thursdays, 9:30-11:30 a.m.
Drop-in basis. Avenidas, 450 Bryant St.,
Palo Alto. Call 289-5423. www.avenidas.
org.
Durable Medical Equipment Loan
Closet Free short-tem loans of medical
equipment such as walkers, wheelchairs,
portable commode and other things. Daily. Avenidas, 450 Bryant St., Palo Alto.
Call 289-5423.
Games and Fun “Duplicate Bridge” Mondays, 2:45-4 p.m. $2 members/$5 nonmembers; “Pinochle” Wednesdays, 1-4
p.m. $.50 cents; “Mah Jong” Thursdays,
2-4 p.m. $1 non-members; “Bingo” Fridays, 1:30-4 p.m. $.50 cents/card. Little
House, 800 Middle Ave., Menlo Park. Call
326-2025. www.peninsulavolunteers.org.
March Wednesday Forums 11 a.m.
March 15: “The Upside of Aging”; March
22: “Facing Reality”; March 29: “Awareness Through Movement: The Feldenkrais Method.” Free. Little House, 800
Middle Ave., Menlo Park. Call 326-2025.
www.peninsulavolunteers.org.
Massage and Reflexology A 30-minute
massage or reflexology treatment for
adults 50 and older. Tuesdays, Thursdays
and Fridays. $20 for Avenidas members/$25 for non-members. Appointment
required, call 289-5400 Avenidas, 450
Bryant St., Palo Alto. www.avenidas.org.
Podiatry Foot care and information adults
50 and older. Second Wednesday and
Fridays, monthly. $32/$37. For appointment call 289-5400. Avenidas, 450 Bryant St., Palo Alto. www.avenidas.org.
Reiki Eastern healing therapy adults 50
and older. $15. Wednesdays, 9 a.m.noon. Appointments required, call 2895400. Avenidas, 450 Bryant St., Palo
Alto. www.avenidas.org.
Tuesday Teas 2 p.m. March: 14: “The
Heroes of ‘76’, Building the American
Flag; March 21: “Being a Single, Western Woman in Saudi Arabia”; March 28:
Grand Estates of the Peninsula.” Free.
Little House, 800 Middle Ave., Menlo
Park. Call 326-2025. www.peninsulavol
unteers.org.

Health
Better Breathers Club The Better Breathers Club is a monthly support group for
people suffering from lung disease. Each
meeting offers guest speakers and group
discussion. Mon., March 13, 1:30-3 p.m.
Topic: “Health Insurance/Medicare issues
and how the New Prescription Drug Plan
affects you.” Avenidas Senior Center,
450 Bryant St., Palo Alto. Call (408) 9985865. www.lungsrus.org.
Breast Cancer Session A physician and
a therapist address medical questions
and concerns of breast cancer patients,
family, and friends. Free admission.
Thursdays, through March, 5:30-7 p.m.
Community Breast Health Project, 390
Cambridge, Palo Alto. Call 326-6686.
www.cbhp.org.
Fifty-Plus Fitness Weekend Opening
Session/Reception Fri., March 10, 79 p.m. Walter Bortz, M.D., Chairman of
Fifty-Plus Lifelong Fitness will share his
thoughts on “Exercise: The Best Medicine.” Reception will follow. Reservations
required. Classic Residence by Hyatt,
600 Sand Hill Road, Palo Alto. Call 8431752. www.50plus.org.
Fifty-Plus Lifelong Fitness Annual
Awards Dinner Sat., March 11, reception
6 p.m.; dinner 6:45-9 p.m. Awards presentations to individuals who contribute
to and/or exemplify health, fitness, and
vitality for senior citizens. Presentation of
the Emil Zatopek Award to skating icon
Peggy Fleming. $75. Advance reserva-

tion. Sheraton Palo Alto Hotel, 625 El
Camino Real, Palo Alto. Call 843-1752.
www.50plus.org.
Health and Exercise Classes Acupuncture with Dr. Miyashia Tuesdays, 9 a.m.noon. Call for an appointment. Yoga
meditation Wednesdays, 5:30-7 p.m.
beginning March 15. Little House, 800
Middle Ave., Menlo Park. Call 326-2025.
www.peninsulavolunteers.org.
Health Library Research Service
Wednesdays, March 1-29, 1-3 p.m. Appointment required. Avenidas, 450 Bryant St., Palo Alto.
Pain Management at the End of Life April
5, 10:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m. Pathways Hospice will host a live via satellite teleconference at Stanford’s Fairchild Auditorium on
Pain Management at the End of Life. An
opportunity for health professionals and
consumers to examine ways to improve
the societal approach to pain management. Register by March 31, $15 registration fee. Stanford Medical Center, 300
Pasteur Drive, Stanford. Call (408) 7734267. www.pathwayshealth.org/telecon
ference.html.

Classes/Workshops
Botany for Artists “What’s in a Name?”
How botanists organize the plant world
will be discussed. $15 for members/$20
for non-members. Fri., March 10, 10 a.m.noon. Filoli, 86 Cañada Road, Woodside.
Call 364-8300, ext. 508. www.filoli.org.
Brunch Cooking Class March 14, 6:309:30 p.m. Enroll at Palo Alto Adult School
329-3752. $45 JLS Middle School, 480
East Meadow Drive, Palo Alto. Call 8531811. www.paadultschool.org/.
Computer Classes March 10-31, 1011 a.m.; “Internet” $20 members/$25
non-members. Lab open for practice
Mondays-Fridays, 9 a.m.-3:30 p.m. $15
quarterly. Little House, 800 Middle Ave.,
Menlo Park. Call 326-2025. www.penin
sulavolunteers.org.
Free CPR Certification Class The Palo
Alto Area Red Cross is offering free CPR
training in English and Spanish. March 11,
8 a.m.-noon and 1-5 p.m. Participants will
learn how to respond to breathing and
cardiac emergencies using cardiopulmonary resuscitation. Advance registration is recommended. Foothill College
Middlefield Campus , 4000 Middlefield
Road, Palo Alto. Call 688-0417. www.
paarc.org.
Herbs in the Garden and Kitchen Sat.,
March 11, 10:30 a.m.-noon. $20. With
Jody Main. Learn about herbs, and planning and planting an herb garden. Perennial, annual, container, kitchen, landscape herbs and harvesting techniques
will be covered. Plant lists, recipes and
samples provided. Pre-registration requested. Common Ground, 559 College
Ave., Palo Alto. Call 493-6072. www.
commongroundinpaloalto.org.
Integrated Circuits Workshop 4-part
class designed for students to learn the
history and uses of integrated circuits.
Portable radios that use 2 ICs will be built
by the students. Transistors and Vacuum
Tubes is recommended prior to taking
this course. Ages 10 and up. Saturdays,
March 11-April 1, 10 a.m.-noon. $45
members/$60 non-members. Museum of
American Heritage, 351 Homer Ave., Palo
Alto. Call 321-1004. www.moah.org.
Introduction to Botanical Art Two day
hands-on workshop introduces traditional botanical art skills such as plant
observation, drawing, color mixing and
watercolor painting using leaves, flowers
and fruit as models. No previous experience in art required. A materials list will
be sent upon registration. $150 for members/$180 for non-members. March 1011, 9:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m. Filoli, 86 Cañada
Road, Woodside. Call 364-8300, ext.
508. www.filoli.org.
Karma and Reincarnation Tue., March
14-28, 7:30-9 p.m. $40. Ananda, 2171 El
Camino Real, Palo Alto. Call 323-3363.
www.anandapaloalto.org.
Meditative Yoga Yoga in the Bihar
School tradition taught by Andrea Lenox.
Through April 12. Mondays, 6:15-7:45
p.m. Wednesdays, 9:30-11 a.m. Unity
Church, 3391 Middlefield Road, Palo
Alto. Call 857-0919.
Opera Insights Find out what’s going on
at the opera on stage and backstage with
Tina Baird Thursdays, 3 p.m. Little House,

800 Middle Ave., Menlo Park. Call 3262025. www.peninsulavolunteers.org.
Simple Solutions for Beautiful Flower
Arrangements: Swing into Spring The
class will use traditional spring flowers
to create a variety of arrangements. All
materials are included. $45 for members/$50 for non-members. Filoli, 86 Cañada Road, Woodside. Call 364-8300,
ext. 508. www.filoli.org.
Specialty Summer Greens Sat., March
18, 10:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. $23. With Nancy Garrison. Learn to cultivate spinach
substitutes including ‘Magenta Spreen’,
quinoa, New Zealand spinaches, amaranths and orachs. How to grow ground
cherries will be taught. Pre-registration
requested. Common Ground, 559 College Ave., Palo Alto. Call 493-6072. www.
commongroundinpaloalto.org.
Stroke and Women Lecture Series Presented by Peninsula Stroke Association.
March 15, 11:30 a.m. Speaker: Anne B.
Jacobs. Lunch will be provided. Health
screenings will be available after the lecture. Reservations required call or e-mail
support@psastroke.org. Donations accepted. Classic Residence By Hyatt, 600
Sand Hill Road, Palo Alto. Call 565-8485.
www.psastroke.org.
Watercolor Workshop for Beginners
Students will learn how to stretch paper,
make a watercolor wash, apply glazes
and textures, mix colors and more. $155
for members/$185 for non-members;
includes all materials. Filoli, 86 Cañada
Road, Woodside. Call 364-8300, ext.
508. www.filoli.org.

Lose 15-20 lbs
in 8 Weeks

Seth and Lori lost 79 lbs. together at Lite for Life.
“Lite for Life was the ideal
choice for us. For the ﬁrst time,
my husband was making salads consultation
and going to the grocery store. We • Learn the most
became closer and more involved in powerful secret to
attaining and maincreating a healthy lifestyle.”
taining your ideal
– Seth & Lori

FREE

weight

• See what you’re doing
now that defeats your
efforts

SAVE

$75

OFF ANY PROGRAM
*8 week minimum
Expires 3/25/2006

• Nutritionist Supervised
• All Natural
• No Required Food
Purchases
• Private Counseling

Serving the Peninsula for 27 Years
PERSONAL WEIGHT LOSS CONSULTING & LITE FOOD MARKET
Call or book your appointment online! www.lifeforlife.com

PALO ALTO 650.323.5483 • LOS ALTOS 650.941.5433

Film
Greenlight Earth Day Film Festival A
celebration featuring film projects that
explore environmental citizenship. Films
featured will be produced by local artists,
with an emphasis on student films. All
entries and forms must be received by
April 1. See Website for information on
how to submit films. Call 329-2417. www.
cityofpaloalto.org/earthday.
Jewish History in the Movies Ancient Israel movies and discussions with Rabbi,
Ari Cartun. Wednesdays through March
15, 4:30 and 7:30 p.m. Congregation Etz
Chayim, 4161 Alma, Palo Alto. Call 8139094. www.etzchayim.org.
March Monday Movies March 13: “Must
Love Dogs”; March 20: “Flightplan” ;
March 27: “Dear Frankie.” $1 members/$2
non-members, 1 p.m. Little House, 800
Middle Ave., Menlo Park. Call 326-2025.
www.peninsulavolunteers.org.
Wednesday “Kultur” Movies March
15: “One Flew over the Cuckoo’s Nest;”
March 22: “Howard Hughes: The Man
and the Madness;” March 29: “Harvey.”
$1 members/$2 non-members. 1 p.m.
Little House, 800 Middle Ave., Menlo
Park. Call 326-2025. www.peninsulavol
unteers.org.
“Wetback” Records the journey north to
Canada and US of five desperately poor
Nicaraguans without documents and little money. March 11, 7:30 p.m. Unitarian
Universalist Church, 505 E. Charleston
Road, Palo Alto. Call 283-3797. www.
worldcentric.org/filmseries/winter2006.
htm.
Winter Documentary Film Series On
Economic Justice and Environmental
Sustainability. March 10 and 24, April
7 and 28, May 12 and 26, 7:30 p.m. A
donation of $5 to $10 is suggested, but
not required. Discussions and socializing
will take place after the films. Unitarian
Universalist Church of Palo Alto, 505 E.
Charleston Road, Palo Alto. Call 2833797. www.worldcentric.com.

Sports
Palo Alto Junior Tennis Learn to play
tennis with the Palo Alto Junior Tennis
League during their spring season. Ages
9-15. Beginner and intermediate leagues
available. Saturdays, April 22-June 10.
See website for registration and more
information. Cubberley Tennis Courts,
4000 Middlefield Road, Palo Alto. www.
paloaltotennis.com.

Let the Sunshine in
There’s nothing quite
like the well crafted
beauty of an Andersen
window or door. At Bruce Bauer our expert sales staff
will help you find the best Andersen solution for your
home improvement needs. The famous Andersen®
Frenchwood® patio doors and the new custom-sized
double-hung windows provide exceptional beauty,
energy efficiency and reliability.
Come in to Bruce Bauer Lumber & Supply today to find out
more about our Andersen® windows and doors. Bruce Bauer
Lumber & Supply. We’re more than just a warehouse.

Outdoors
Camellia Tours Docent-led tour to explore camellias. Free. Thursdays, through
March 23; Saturdays, March 11-25, 11
a.m. Filoli, 86 Cañada Road, Woodside.
Call 364-8300, ext. 507. www.filoli.org.

Bruce Bauer Lumber & Supply
134 San Antonio Circle, Mountain View, CA 94040
(650) 948-1089 www.brucebauer.com
Mon-Fri 7:30am-5:00pm Sat 8:00am-4:30pm Sun 9:00am-4:30pm
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Environment
A Strange Plant Lives Here Thu., March
10 a.m.-2 p.m. With docents Dick Gehrer,
and Tommi and Strether Smith. A moderately paced hike of 3 to 4 miles along
the Cordilleras, Polly Geraci, Hassler, and
Blue Oak Trails that will include elevation

gains of 400 to 500 feet. Preserve may be
muddy, dress accordingly. Pulgas Ridge
Open Space Preserve. Call 691-1200.
www.openspace.org.
California Newts Sun., March 12, 10
a.m.-2:30 p.m. 4-mile, moderately paced
hike led by docents Paul Vadopalas and
Judy Fenerty. The hike will focus on the
natural history of reptiles and amphibians,

with an emphasis on California newts and
their uniqueness. Total elevation gain for
the hike is 200 to 600 feet. Monte Bello
Open Space Preserve. Call 691-1200.
www.openspace.org.
Hills and History Sat., March 18, 10 a.m.2 p.m. With docents Strether Smith and
Rich Schwerin. A exploration bike ride that
will climb about 1,000 feet in the course

Stratford School is opening
a new preschool and elementary
school in Palo Alto!
To learn more about Stratford or to schedule a tour,
please call (650) 493-1151 or email pa@stratfordschools.com.

www.stratfordschools.com

of 8 miles and will include single track and
fire road riding. Appropriate for intermediate riders, and children with experience.
Fremont Older Open Space Preserve.
Call 691-1200. www.openspace.org.
In Search of Lemonade Springs Sun.,
March 19, 10 a.m.-2 p.m. With docents
Tommi and Strether Smith. A 6-mile hike
to explore Peters Creek and Long Ridge

Trail areas. The overall elevation gain is
200 to 600 feet. Long Ridge Open Space
Preserve. Call 691-1200. www.open
space.org.
“Invasion of the Thistle Snatchers” Volunteer opportunities, community service
and hours. Sundays, 9 a.m.-1 p.m. to rid
Foothills Park of various invasive weeds
and broom. Bring gloves, hiking boots
and water. Sponsored by City of Palo
Alto, Open Space. Foothills Park, 3300
Page Mill Road, Los Altos Hills. Call 3032777. www.cityofpaloalto.org.
Search for the Everlasting Sat., March
11, 10:30 a.m.-3 p.m. Search for the everlasting with docents Bob Segalla and
Barbara Patterson. A leisurely-paced,
4-mile exploration into the rolling hills of
Picchetti Ranch. Expect a few 200-foot
climbs. Bring a lunch. Picchetti Ranch
Open Space Preserve. Call 691-1200.
www.openspace.org.
Spring at Skyline Sat., March 18, 10
a.m.-2 p.m. Moderately-paced, 5-mile
hike through Skyline Ridge Preserve with
docents Bill and Kathy Korbholzr. Children who are experienced hikers are
welcome. Skyline Ridge Open Space
Preserve. Call 691-1200. www.open
space.org.
Spring Tracking Sun., March 12, 2-4 p.m.
Docent Keith Johnsgård will give “merit
badges” in tracking. Learn to identify
and differentiate mammal tracks on this
leisurely paced hike. Prepare for muddy
conditions. Meet at the Caltrans vista
point. Reservations are required. Russian
Ridge Open Space Preserve. Call 6911200. www.openspace.org.
Vernal Equinox Walk Sun., March 19,
1-4:30 p.m. With docents Mike Alexander
and Kandis Scott. A scenic 4.6-mile loop
hike with stops to learn what causes the
four seasons. Hike route includes Peters
Creek and Long Ridge Trails and will be
at a moderate pace. Long Ridge Open
Space Preserve. Call 691-1200. www.
openspace.org.

Clubs/Meetings
Global Brand Marketing: Organizing for
Success March 15, 7:30-9:30 a.m. Amy
Rubin, global brand manager, Intel Corporation will share lessons for building a
singular, successful brand throughout
the world. BMA members, free. $15 nonmembers. Scott’s Seafood, Embarcadero
and El Camino, Palo Alto. Call (415) 8482437. www.norcalbma.org.

Religion/Spirituality
Community Labyrinth Walk Sat., March
12, 12:15 p.m. Free. Discussions will be
led by trained labyrinth facilitators. All
Saints’ Episcopal Church, 555 Waverley St., Palo Alto. Call 404-5869. www.
asaints.org.
Table Talk on Iraq War Karen Meredith
will speak March 12, noon. Grace Lutheran Church, 3149 Waverley St., Palo
Alto. Call 494-1212. www.gracepa.org or
www.ltkenballard.com.

Volunteers
Palo Alto Stanford Heritage Docent
Training Sessions cover tour presentation, archive research and the early history of Palo Alto. Application deadline
March 10. Training Thursdays, March 23April 20; field trip April 22. $50 fee. Call to
request an application. Lucie Stern Community Center, 1305 Middlefield Road,
Palo Alto. Call 299-8878. www.pasther
itage.org.

Support Groups
ArtSynergy Artists Discussion Group
Discussion/support group where artists can talk about their work, trade resources, and share creative energy. Free.
Meets 2nd and 4th Thursdays, monthly,
4:30-5:45 p.m. Call or e-mail curtoid@
ix.netcom.com to sign up. Pacific Art
League, 668 Ramona St., Palo Alto. Call
941-0627. www.pacificartleague.org.
Breast Cancer Couples Support Group
Explores issues that arise for couples
dealing with breast cancer. Spouses/
partners of breast cancer patients are
welcome to come alone. Facilitated by
Deborah Rosenberg. Fee admission.
2nd and 4th Tuesdays monthly, 6:308:30 p.m. Community Breast Health
Project, 390 Cambridge, Palo Alto. Call
326-6686. www.cbhp.org.
Metastatic Breast Cancer Support
Group Therapist-led group addresses
the concerns of women dealing with ad-
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vanced breast cancer, including: treatment decisions, side effects of treatment,
work-related issues, end-of-life concerns,
changing relationships with children,
spouses/partners, family and friends.
Free admission. Mondays through March,
6:30-8:30 p.m. Community Breast Health
Project, 390 Cambridge, Palo Alto. Call
326-6686. www.cbhp.org.
Ongoing Breast Cancer Support Group
For anyone who has completed breast
cancer treatment and is focusing on continued physical, emotional, and spiritual
well-being. Facilitated by a therapist or a
guest speaker to discuss issues. Free admission. 2nd and 4th Mondays monthly,
5-6:30 p.m. CBHP or Stanford Cancer
Center, Call for address, Palo Alto. Call
326-6686. www.cbhp.org.
Young Women’s Breast Cancer Support
Group to discuss issues such as: connecting with other young women, coping with aggressive treatments, fertility,
children, dating, and long term health
concerns. Free admission. 1st, 3rd and
5th Tuesdays monthly through March,
6:30-8:30 p.m. Community Breast Health
Project, 390 Cambridge, Palo Alto. Call
326-6686. www.cbhp.org.

11 a.m.-3 p.m. Viewpoints Gallery, 315
State St., Los Altos. Call 941-5789. www.
viewpointsgallery.com.
“Double Take” An exhibit of sculpture by
Rob Browne and paintings by Fred Holle.
Thu.-Sun., through March 12, 1-5 p.m.
1870 Art Center, 1870 Ralston Ave., Belmont. Call 261-1086. www.1870artcenter.
org.
Go West: Paintings by Nicole Charbonnet Through March 29. New Orleans artist’s California debut with her intricately
layered paintings depicting cowboys,
gangsters, and the open roads of the
American West. SPUR Projects, 888 Portola Road, Portola Valley. Call 529-2040.
www.SpurProjects.com.
Here Comes The Big Parade A parade
of over twenty doll sculptures works by
James Lagiss. Through March 31. Stellar
Somerset Gallery, 539 Bryant St., Palo

Alto. Call 328-6688. www.stellarsomer
setgallery.com.
“Hot Off the Press: Exploring the
Boundaries of Printmaking” On display
through March 19. With Cindy Blain, Belinda Chlouber, Linda Fillhardt, Barbara
Kirst, Kate Orrange, and Judith Serebrin.
The Main Gallery, 1018 Main St., Redwood City. Call 701-1018. www.themain
gallery.org.
“Les Petits Maitres” An exhibition comprised of newly acquired paintings and
sculpture from La Belle Èpoque through
the Modern Era 1890-1950 with emphasis on works of L’Ecole de Paris. March
16-May 2; reception Thu., March 16, 6-9
p.m. Kathleen Avery Fine Art, 825 Emerson St., Palo Alto. Call 323-7830. www.
kathleenaveryartfineart.com.
“Recent Explorations” Paintings by
Ann McMillan A show of impressionist in
plein air paintings by Ann McMillan, fea-

turing works from her recent discovery of
pastels. On display Wed.-Sun., 11 a.m.-5
p.m. Through March 26. Portola Valley
Art Gallery, 765 Portola Road, Portola
Valley. Call 851-1563. www.portolavalleyartgallery.com.
Spectrum 21, An Exhibit By Bay Area
Photographers Through March 29. Gallery hours: Sun.-Thu., 11 a.m.-9 p.m.;
Fri.-Sat., 11 a.m.-10 p.m. Modernbook
Gallery, 494 University Ave., Palo Alto.
Call 327-6325. www.spectrum21.org,
www.modernbook.com.
Tercera Gallery Featuring oil paintings
on canvas by Addie Shevlin and paintings on panel by Daniella Woolf. On display through March 31. Gallery hours are
Tue.-Sat., 10:30 a.m.-5:30 p.m. and by
appointment. Tercera Gallery, 534 Ramona St., Palo Alto. Call 322-5324. www.
terceragallerypaloalto.com.

Stanford Medical School Blood Center

Share a part of your life –
Give blood
1-888-723-7831
http://BloodCenter.Stanford.edu

Community Events
Filoli Now Open on Sunday Sundays, 11
a.m.-3:30 p.m. Now part of the normal
operating season for self-guided tours.
Through Oct. Filoli, 86 Cañada Road,
Woodside. Call 364-8300, ext. 509.
www.filoli.org.
Financing Health Care in the U.S A discussion by Halstead Holman, Director,
California Physician’s Alliance and Fred
Armstrong, former President of the California Medical Association. Co-hosted by
Avenidas, League of Women Voters. Sat.,
March 11, 10 a.m.-noon. Free. Avenidas,
450 Bryant St., Palo Alto. Call 289-5400.
www.avenidas.org.
Tour Tours of Frank Lloyd Wright-designed Hanna House on Stanford campus. First and third Sundays, 11 a.m.,
second and fourth Thursdays, 2 p.m. Advance reservations required. $10. Hanna
House, Stanford Campus, Stanford. Call
725-8352. www.stanford.edu/dept/news/
neighbors/visiting/hanna.html.

Dance

Art Galleries
“Being in Place: Landscapes of Central
Asia” Works produced after Judith Cain’s
travels to Kazakhstan. The British painter
is currently an Associate Lecturer in the
Fine Art Department at Leeds University.
On display through April 23. Open Wed.Sat., 11 a.m.-7 p.m.; Sun., noon-5 p.m.
and by appointment. Free. Chelsea Art
Gallery, 440 Kipling St., Palo Alto. Call
324-4450. www.chelseaartgallery.com.
Bloomin’ March A bouquet of original
art works by Bay Area artists. Through
March 25; reception Fri., March 10, 68 p.m. The exhibit includes paintings,
monotypes, ceramics, glass, jewelry and
photography. Tuesdays, 11 a.m.-5 p.m.;
Wednesdays-Saturdays, 11 am.-9 p.m.
Closed Sundays and Mondays. Gallery
House, 320 California Ave., Palo Alto. Call
326-1668. www.galleryhouse2.com.
“Cycle” Interpreting the bicycle in watercolor by Terri Hill. Through April 2; reception Sat., March 11, 1-4 p.m. Gallery
hours: Mon.-Sat., 11 a.m.-5 p.m.; Sun.,

THE SAN FRANCISCO BAY.
IT’S PART OF YOUR DAILY LIFE.

SO KEEP MOTOR OIL AND AUTO FLUID
LEAKS OFF STREETS.
It’s no exaggeration that we live and work in a
watershed that flows directly into the Bay.
Rain carries oil and other fluids leaked from cars into
storm drains, harming creek and Bay wildlife.

KEEP YOUR CAR MAINTAINED AND CHANGE
YOUR OIL CAREFULLY.
Keep oil from dripping onto streets or driveways.
Recycle your oil and oil filters at the curb or at a
recycling center. Better yet, have your oil changed
professionally – they’ll recycle it for you. Call
650.329.2598 for a recycling site near you.

www.cleanbay.org
WE’RE ALL IN IT TOGETHE R

MVV03

Ballroom Dancing Waltz will be taught
Fri., March 10, 8 p.m. Lessons for beginning and intermediate levels, no experience or partner necessary. General
dance party 9 p.m.-midnight. Singles and
couples welcome. Free refreshments. $7.
Cubberley Community Center Pavilion,
4000 Middlefield Road, Palo Alto. Call
856-9930. www.geocities.com/friday
nightdance.
DanceVisions Concert “Mirror of Live 9”
Nine local Choreographers present their
work. Local dancers, including children
perform. March 10-11. $15 general; $12
students/seniors; $5 children ages 511. Cubberley Theatre, 4000 Middlefield
Road, Palo Alto. Call 814-2772.
Live Music/Contra Dance March 11:
Caller: Charlie Fenton. Band: The UHauls. $10 members; $8 students; $5
and low income $2 off. Beginners class
7:30 p.m.; dance 8-11 p.m. 1st United
Methodist Church of Palo Alto, Hamilton and Byron, Palo Alto. Call 965-9169.
www.bacds.org.

Regional Water Quality Control Plant for East Palo Alto Sanitary District, Los Altos, Los Altos Hills, Mountain View, Palo Alto and Stanford.
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Sports
Shorts

NORCAL BASKETBALL

The drive
is to return
to the finals

RECORD RUN . . . The outdoor
season-opening Stanford Spring
Open track and field meet was
supposed to be a low-key affair
on Sunday. The weather was
bad and athletes had to dodge
rain drops. Nonetheless, the inclement weather didn’t prevent
Mission Prep (San Luis Obispo)
track standout Jordan Hasay from
setting a national freshman record
by 2.18 seconds in the women’s
3,000 meters at Cobb Track &
Angell Field. Competing unattached, Hasay clocked 9:26.32
to eclipse the national age-group
record for 14- and 15-year olds as
well as the U.S. freshman mark
(9:24.14) while beating college-age
competitors.

Palo Alto’s Lin wants his chance
to play in the NorCal title game
by Keith Peters

N

ON THE RUN . . . The 10th Annual
Juana Run is in the books. Tom
McGlynn of the Stanford-based
Nike Farm Team and a Focus-nFly coach, won this Saturday’s
race. He completed the 8K curse
in 25:04. The women’s overall
winner was 39-year-old Becki
Kriege, who toured the streets of
Barron Park in 29:35. Los Altos
Hills resident Sean Seley won
the men’s 40-over age division in
27:55. In the One Mile, Gunn alum
current Castilleja coach Tom Allen
won in 4:47 to beat Gunn distance
coach/alumnus Matt Tompkins.
Pal Alto High junior Renata Cummins won the women’s mile race
in 5:32. Approximately 800 runners participated in the annual
run.

ON THE AIR
Friday
College baseball: Stanford at USC, 6
p.m., KZSU (90.1 FM)
Prep sports: High School Sports
Focus, 11 p.m., KICU (36), rebroadcast
Sunday at 4 p.m.

Saturday
College baseball: Stanford at USC, 1
p.m., KZSU (90.1 FM)

Sunday
College baseball: Stanford at USC, 1
p.m.; KZSU (90.1 FM)
Prep sports: Cal-Hi Bay Area, 5:30
p.m., KRON (4) rebroadcast Monday at
7 p.m. on Fox Sports Net

SPORTS ONLINE
For expanded daily coverage of college
and prep sports, please see our online
edition at www.PaloAltoOnline.com

Keith Peters

OF LOCAL NOTE . . . Former
Stanford All-American basketball player Molly Goodenbour
is among the early favorites to
become the head women’s basketball coach at USF. Goodenbour, the top assistant at USF
this season, is in line to replace
head coach Mary Hile-Nepfel,
who has resigned following a 9-20
campaign this season. Hile-Nepfel has coached 19 seasons at
USF. Goodenbour was the head
women’s coach at Santa Rosa JC
for three seasons before coming
to USF for the 2005-06 season.
Goodenbour played on Stanford’s
NCAA championship teams in
1989-90 and 1991-92.

Palo Alto senior Jeremy Lin drives in for a dunk during a 20-point performance in the Vikings’ 85-51 romp over Richmond in a NorCal Division II opener on Tuesday.

o matter what happens in the semifinals of the CIF
Northern California basketball playoffs, Palo Alto
coach Peter Diepenbrock
expects to be watching the
round-ball game on Saturday.
The only question is, will
he be watching his own
team in person or the Pac10 Conference men’s tournament on television?
Diepenbrock, most assuredly, is hoping to be in
Sacramento this weekend
to coach in the NorCal
Division II championship
game.
“It’ll be nice to have such
an opportunity up there
again,” Diepenbrock said. Kheaton Scott scored 15
Diepenbrock and his Vi- points.
kings were in Sacramento a
year ago, facing Oak Ridge of El Dorado Hills in the
NorCal title game. With then-junior guard Jeremy Lin
sitting on the bench nursing a broken ankle, Palo Alto
was sliced and diced in a 55-35 error-filled, seasonending loss.
Without Lin’s ability to drive, penetrate and find the
open player, the Vikings were stuck on the perimeter
against El Dorado. Not only couldn’t they get the ball
inside, but they had a difficult time just getting off a
shot. Oak Ridge went on to win the state championship
a week later.
There was talk of a possible Palo Alto-Oak Ridge
matchup again this season, made more interesting by
the fact Lin would be healthy this time. Oak Ridge,
however, was upset by Laguna Creek in the Sac-Joaquin Section quarterfinals last week and is gone.
Laguna Creek, interestingly enough, then lost to
Montgomery of Santa Rosa in their section title game.
On Tuesday, No. 5 seed Laguna Creek upended No.
4 Chico, 61-53, in the opening round of the NorCal
Division II playoffs. Montgomery, the No. 3 seed, was
upset by No. 6 Mitty in overtime, 58-56.
That sent Laguna Creek (23-9) to face top-seeded
Palo Alto (29-1) in one semifinal Thursday while Mitty
traveled to face No. 2 Jesuit (Sacramento). The winners
(continued on page 36)

Pinewood girls hoping to have another
shot at the NorCal basketball finals
by Keith Peters

T

he drive to Delta College in Stockton
isn’t the most exciting or scenic. Yet,
Doc Scheppler makes the trip almost an
annual event for a very good reason. The college is the site of the CIF Northern California
Division V championship game. If you want to
play in it, the drive to Stockton is necessary.
Scheppler and his Pinewood girls’ basketball
team should be on the road sometime Saturday
morning, heading for a showdown with topseeded Branson at 1 p.m. At stake is a berth in
the CIF state championship game the following
Saturday at ARCO Arena in Sacramento.
For a Pinewood-Branson showdown to take
place this weekend, two things had to happen
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on Thursday night: Top-seeded Branson (29-4)
had to beat No. 5 Sacred Heart Prep (14-16) at
the College of Marin and No. 2 seed Pinewood
(21-9) had to beat No. 6 Rincon Valley Christian (30-3) in Los Altos Hills.
Branson already has beaten Pinewood this
season, an ugly 40-30 affair in the one-day
Bentley Classic on Feb. 11. Then again, the
Bulls beat the Panthers during the regular season last year but Pinewood came back with a
victory in the NorCal semifinals.
After a dominating win over Forest Lake
Christian in the NorCal finals, Pinewood advanced to the state title game and crushed Pacific Hills, 61-39, for the school’s second state
(continued on page 35)

See results of Thursday night’s semifinals at
www.paloaltoonline.com

