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Menlowe Ballet to premiere dance
based on Mongolian folktale

A LEGEND
story by ELIZABETH SCHWYZER

//

photos by MICHELLE LE

comes to life

Menlowe
Ballet’s “ The
Legend of
the Seven
Suns” is
based on
an ancient
Mongolian

I

t’s a Monday afternoon in early October, and at Menlowe Ballet’s studio in Menlo Park,
10 dancers stand poised before the mirror, waiting for the music. No accompanist sits
at the piano in the corner; ballet mistress Julie Lowe mans the sound system.
“OK?” she calls. “Here we go.”

folk tale.
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The music that spills into the
airy studio isn’t Chopin or Tchaikovsky or anything remotely resembling the classical composers
most closely associated with ballet. It’s an unfamiliar yet melodious blend of plucked strings, percussion and vocals, and it seems
to vivify the dancers instantly.
Their eyes brighten as they leap
into motion, throwing their arms
wide and stomping their heels in
time with the rhythm of the song.
Facing them sits Michael Lowe,
Menlowe Ballet’s artistic director. In an oversized Giants jersey,
his spiky black hair streaked with
blond highlights, Lowe doesn’t
look the part of the classical ballet
choreographer. Yet the
artistic director of Menlowe Ballet is steeped
in the grand tradition
of the Ballets Russes.
Born and raised in the
East Bay, the Chinese/
Korean American
dancer joined the Oakland Ballet in 1974 and
served as a principal
dancer there for three
decades, dancing with
ballet greats Leonide
Massine, Agnes DeMille and Anna Sokolow
before retiring from
his performing career
and establishing himself as a choreographer
of contemporary ballets, particularly works
based on Asian cultures
and folktales. In 2003,
Lowe was honored
with an Isadora Duncan
Dance Award — a coveted prize among Bay
Area choreographers
— for his cultural ballet, “Bamboo.”
Lowe and his collaborators Lisa Shiveley,
Julie Lowe and SarahJane Measor founded
Menlowe Ballet in
2011. Over the past
six seasons, the young
company has drawn
talented dancers from
around the Bay Area
and beyond, presented
the work of guest choreographers alongside
Lowe’s ballets, and
established itself as
the premiere classical dance company on
the Midpeninsula. All
the while, Lowe has
been biding his time,
waiting for a chance
to pursue a ballet he’s
had in mind for years.

F

inally, that time has come.
On Saturday, Nov. 8, Menlowe Ballet will premiere
“The Legend of the Seven Suns,”
an original production based on
an ancient Mongolian story. In
order to conduct research for the
ballet, Lowe traveled to Mongolia
last summer, where he lived with
a Mongolian family in their “ger,”
or yurt, and joined them in their
daily activities, milking cows,

chopping firewood and riding
horses in order to understand the
rhythms of their lives. From there,
he went to the capital, Ulan Bator, where he spent time with the
Mongolian State Ballet, studying
their blend of classical technique
and traditional folk dance.
The result of Lowe’s research is
a 30-minute work for 17 dancers:
the largest and longest production
Menlowe Ballet has yet staged.
It’s not the only work they’ll present — Dennis Nahat’s classical
“In Concert” and Lowe’s more
contemporary “Plague” round
out the program — but “Legend”
is the only premiere and a milestone for both the choreographer

Right: Menlowe
Ballet Artistic
Director Michael
Lowe traveled
to Mongolia
to research
this original
production.
Below: Julie
Giordano will
dance the lead
role of the
huntress; Brian
Gephart is the
archer.

When their father returned, he was so angered that he cast them
up into the sky, where
they became six burning suns. Years later,
the earth was hot and
parched. The animals
were suffering, and
appealed to a brave
warrior to help them.
With his bow and arrows, the warrior shot
down five of the suns,
but as he aimed at
the sixth, the swallow
saw that his aim was
off. Bravely, she flew
into its path, redirecting the arrow to bring
down the sixth sun, but
splitting her tail in the
process. With only one
sun burning in the sky,
the animals rejoiced.”

F

and company.
Lowe first heard the Legend of
the Seven Suns as a child, when
his uncle told him the story. In
traveling to Mongolia, Lowe
hoped to hear the most authentic
version of the tale. Instead, he
discovered that the legend varied
from one telling to the next.
“There’s a saying in Mongolia:
‘There are as many versions of a
story as there are tongues to tell
it,’” Lowe said. “What I found
really intriguing was talking to

the Mongolian people and learning just how true that was.” Lowe
explained that he listened for the
version that would most readily
translate to the stage. The one he
chose goes something like this:
“The God of Fire had three
beautiful but selfish daughters.
One day, they decided to compete to see who had the greatest
fire-making skills. Determined
to outdo each other, they hurled
sparks into the woods, igniting
a blaze that destroyed the forest.

or the most part,
Lowe has been
true to the legend, but with one significant change: He has
added a female huntress
— a powerful woman
who loves the warrior
but displays a strength
of her own. Company
member Julie Giordano
dances the role.
“Michael wanted me
to really focus on the
character of a beautiful yet independent
huntress,” she said,
noting that unlike
some contemporary
ballets, “Legend” tells
a story from beginning
to end, so nailing the characters is
particularly important.
“I’ve never been the lead in a
big premiere ballet, so it’s a lot of
pressure, but it’s an exciting pressure,” she added. “I’m trying to
do my best to portray this character that Michael created for me.”
Joining the company on stage
will be a number of students
from the Menlo Park Academy
of Dance. Rather than thinking
of them as “extras,” said Executive Director Shiveley, Lowe inte-

ON THE COVER
Jenna McClintock will dance the
role of a water spirit in “Legend.”
Photo by Michelle Le.

grates these talented students into
the creative process. Other dancers are traveling much greater
distances to take part in the production. Brian Gephart, a former
Joffrey Ballet dancer, has flown
in from New York for the eight
weeks of rehearsal and performance. He will dance the role of
the warrior. Menlowe Ballet member Terrin McGee-Kelly lives in
Antioch, California, and has been
making the daily commute of up
to three hours to attend rehearsals.
That level of devotion seems to
characterize the small but talented company. From the way Giordano describes it, that loyalty is a
response to the way Lowe works
with company members. Formerly a member of Ballet Tucson, Giordano noted that Lowe is
particularly good at recognizing
each dancer’s talents and drawing them to the forefront. “Even
with 17 dancers this season, he
sees each person’s individual
strengths, and knows how to
broadcast them,” she said. “He
does a good job of making sure
we look good on stage.”

L

ooking good is clearly important to Lowe, and to that
end, he has commissioned
an original animation that will
accompany the dance. At the
time of writing this article, costume designer Christina Weiland
was still hard at work crafting
17 costumes for the human and
animal characters of the story.
She’s taking cues from what little
is known of ancient Mongolian
dress and adding in plenty of her
imagination.
The score for the production is
an eclectic mix of traditional and
contemporary Mongolian songs
with other musical arrangements,
including those by Yo Yo Ma’s
Silk Road Ensemble. Part of what
(continued on page 30)
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Menlowe Ballet
(continued from page 29)

fascinates Lowe about Mongolian
culture is its close relationship with
bordering Russia. Much of modern
Russia was once part of the Mongol Empire, and the two nations
established close ties during the
Communist Era. Lowe says those
ties are evidenced in the dances
of both nations. The traditional
dances of Mongolia utilize deep
knee bends, high jumps, flexed feet
and a rapid shimmying of the ribs
and shoulders, all of which remind
Lowe of Russian Cossack dancing
(though he noted his Mongolian
hosts weren’t particularly flattered
by the comparison).
In translating these movements
for the Western stage, Lowe said
he has made certain concessions.
Western ballet is characterized by
a lifted, weightless quality, while
Mongolian folk dances rely on
much earthier, weighted moments.
“The translator kept telling me,

‘dig, dig!’” Lowe remembered,
demonstrating the way his Mongolian hosts encouraged him to
bend his knees, flex his arms and
stomp the ground, hard. “It was
a reminder that these are dances
done by real people, not sylphs.”
His approach with “Legend”
blends elements of both Eastern
and Western dance traditions.
“I want to maintain the integrity of Mongolian dance, but
change certain aspects to integrate it into ballet,” he said.
When asked whether he has
any concerns about cultural appropriation, Lowe noted that
classical ballet choreographers
and composers have long presented the dances of the East on
the Western stage. “Think of the
Chinese Doll dance in the second
act of ‘Coppelia,’ or the Chinese
dance in Tchaikovsky’s ‘Nutcracker Suite,’” he said. “The intent is narrative; not every step is
authentic, but you try to translate
in a sensitive way. I would hope
that audiences understand that.”

INFORMATION
What: Menlowe Ballet’s “Legend of the Seven Suns”
Where: Menlo-Atherton Performing Arts Center, 555 Middlefield Road,

Atherton
When: Saturday, Nov. 8, at 2 and 8 p.m.; Sunday, Nov. 9, at 2 p.m.; and
Saturday, Nov. 15, at 2 and 8 p.m.
Cost: Tickets range from $28-$48.
Info: Go to menloweballet.org or call 800-595-4849.

Above: Brian Gephart as the warrior
and Demetria Schioldager as the
swallow. Top: Julie Giordano, left,
and Lauren Mindel rehearse a
duet. Left: Alec Guthrie and Jenna
McClintock practice a lift as
director Michael Lowe looks on.

Back in the studio rehearsing
for the show, lead dancers Gephart and Giordano are working on
a complex lift. Giordano is wonderful to watch: lithe and expressive, using her face as well as her
body to convey the energy of the
huntress. As the music rises to a
crescendo of racing drums, she
leaps high into the air, only to land
somewhat clunkily in Gephart’s
arms. They both giggle, disentangle themselves and try again. Q
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Mark E. Bowles

Niki (Lindsay Schulz) shows a death threat letter to Lieutenant Cioffi (Matt Waters) in Woodside
Community Theatre’s “Curtains.”

‘Curtains’ rises on Broadway spoof
Woodside Community Theatre’s production sparkles with
toe-tapping songs, clever dialogue
by Janet Silver Ghent

“S

how People” are a
special breed, according to the signature song of “Curtains,” the toetapping Broadway musical that
leaves audiences humming. For
pure escapism, Woodside Community Theatre’s production of
the 2007 Tony Award-nominated
whodunit is just the ticket. Kudos
to new Woodside director Jay
Manley for bringing this get-happy show to the stage.
Without the murky undercurrents and caustic wit of other John
Kander and Fred Ebb collaborations — among them “Cabaret” and
“Chicago” — “Curtains” is a wisecracking comedy seasoned with
risqué innuendos and campy songand-dance numbers. Sure, there
are murders, but who cares who’s

to blame? There’s just enough poignancy in the drama — and an occasional dissonant note in the score
— to keep audiences engaged.
This is a show about shows. The
curtain rises on the hilariously bad
play-within-a-play “Robbin’ Hood,”
a Wild West melodrama doomed
to die during its Boston tryout.
Boa-bedecked leading lady Jessica
Cranshaw (Darlene Batchelder),
who can neither sing, dance nor
act, flubs the finale, thwarting the
show’s chances to get to Broadway.
Yet as Jessica grabs her bouquets,
she collapses onstage along with
the production, and it turns out she’s
been murdered.
Is this a blessing or a curse?
Who will be next? Who will take
the heat? And can this musical be
saved? The reviews are scathing,

Mark E. Bowles

Lyricist Georgia Hendricks (Stephanie Case) takes center stage as
leading lady in “Robbin’ Hood,” the “Curtains” play-within-a-play.

particularly that of Boston Globe
critic Daryl Grady (David Carr).
Backstage the next day, sassy coproducer Carmen Bernstein (Nancy
Krosse, whose deliciously deadpan
style steals the show) assesses the
damage and curses the critics, along
with funder Oscar Shapiro (Doug
Brees), lyricist Georgia Hendricks
(Stephanie Case) and composer
Aaron Fox (Tim Reynolds). Director Christopher Belling (played by
Ron Lopez Jr., with an off-kilter
English accent and over-the-top
effeminacy) offers a plan: Lyricist
Georgia should take over the lead.
Complications abound: Understudy Niki Harris (Lindsay Schulz),
the blond ingénue who thinks the
role is rightfully hers, objects. So
does Bambi (Breanna van Gastel),
an incredible dancer with the moves
of a gymnast, who happens to be
co-producer Carmen’s underappreciated daughter. Aaron, Georgia’s ex-husband who still carries a
torch, is not thrilled about having
her play opposite her new love interest, leading man Bobby Pepper
(Gary Stanford), a triple threat onstage and a singular threat to Aaron.
In the most poignant number of the
show, “I Miss the Music,” Aaron reveals the depths of his loss. Writing
a song without a partner is lonely
work.
Who’s gonna save the day? Enter bumbling Boston detective and
amateur actor Frank Cioffi (Matt
Waters), with grand aspirations
himself: Woo the blonde and grab
the limelight by keeping the show
alive (oh, and maybe solve the murder).
The plot thickens. Meanwhile,
enjoy the show, cleverly choreographed by Dottie Lester-White,
(continued on page 32)
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Eat, laugh and Support!
Support children and families by dining out
on Nov. 13. Participating restaurants will donate
a portion of your food tab to help provide quality
childcare to low-income working families.
Dine for Kids
sponsored by:

For more information and the list of participating
restaurants, please visit:

http://paccc.org/dine_for_kids
www.PaloAltoOnline.com • Palo Alto Weekly • October 31, 2014 • Page 31

Arts & Entertainment

‘Curtains’
(continued from page 31)

Future

Community Workshop

with musical direction by conductor
Arthur Gordon and choral director
Kristin Pfeifer. The visuals are an-

other treat, with hand-painted sets
by Shari Steele and set design by
technical director Akio Patrick, assisted by his brother, master builder
Steve. Another Patrick, Akio’s
wife, Karen, heads the costume
crew, whose over-the-top mermaid

The City of Palo Alto is hosting a community workshop to
review the plan line concepts and alternatives prepared to
improve safety along the Charleston / Arastradero Corridor.
Please join us to review the options and provide your input.

Community Workshop Details:
Wednesday, November 12, 2014, from 6:30 - 8 PM
at Herbert Hoover Elementary School in the multipurpose room. Hoover Elementary School is
located at 445 East Charleston Road in Palo Alto.
The workshop will be hosted by the Engineering Services
Division of the Public Works Department. For more
information, visit www.cityofpaloalto.org/cacorridor, call

outfits stop the show in “In the
Same Boat.” Picture three guys
— and three women in sailor hats
— wielding paddles as they stand
behind cardboard rowboats while
cardboard waves below them shift
back and forth, revealing mermaids
in flesh-toned tops with strategic
cones.
“He Did It,” set in Pullman-style
sleeping compartments backstage,
is another visual showstopper. In
succession, choristers draw the cubicles’ curtains, shining flashlights
as they shed light on their suspicions.
However, as the cast warns at the
curtain call: “... whatever you do,
don’t reveal who killed who, or it
just might be curtains for you.”
Halloween theatergoers can
slather on the greasepaint, don a
costume and continue the show in
the lobby. Coconut bras, anyone? Q
Freelance writer Janet Silver
Ghent can be emailed at ghentwriter@gmail.com.

(650) 329-2295 or email pwecips@cityofpaloalto.org.

What: Woodside Community

Theatre’s “Curtains”
Where: Woodside High School
Performing Arts Center, 199
Churchill Ave., Woodside
When: Thursday-Saturday, Oct.
30-Nov. 1, at 8 p.m. and Sunday,
Nov. 2, at 2 p.m.
Cost: $15 students, $28 adults
and $25 seniors
Info: Go to woodsidetheatre.com
or call 800- 838-3006.

Good for Business. Good for You.
Good for the Community.
UNTIL RECENTLY,
humans lived with gods.

THE
LAST
SUPERSTITION
A P U B L I C L E C T U R E BY

ROBERTO
CALASSO
IN HONOR OF RENÉ GIRARD
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Every society in history defined itself
in relation to an invisible world. Only
modern society is secular: it doesn’t
believe in anything but itself. Why? And
are we really less superstitious than our
ancestors? Roberto Calasso will begin his
provocative lecture with these questions.
Called “a literary institution” by The Paris
Review, Calasso is the author of a series
of unique works that combine philosophy
and culture, ancient and modern, East
and West. Joseph Brodsky praised Calasso’s retelling of the Greek myths as “the
kind of book that comes out only once
or twice in one’s lifetime” (The Marriage
of Cadmus and Harmony). According to
Wendy Doniger, Calasso also wrote “the
very best book about Hindu mythology that anyone has ever written” (Ka:
Stories of the Mind and Gods of India). His
newest work is a meditation on the Vedas
entitled Ardor and will be published by
FSG on November 18th. Publishers Weekly
predicts “readers will return again and
again for wisdom and insight.” Copies of
Ardor will be made specially available for
purchase.

WEDNESDAY

NOV 5th
7:00 PM • FREE

STANFORD

CUBBERLEY AUDITORIUM

events.stanford.edu
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$10 OFF

Worth a Look

Your fresh hormone-free, organic*
or natural Thanksgiving Turkey when you
PRE-ORDER by Friday, November 21!
 NO PURCHASE NECESSARY 
*Supplies limited, order early

COUNTRY SUN NATURAL FOODS
440 S California Ave  Palo Alto  650.324.9190

Music

EXPIRES 11/26/14

SAVE $5

Kathy Kallick Band

Anne Hamersky

In the world of contemporary
American folk music, Kathy Kallick is a household name; the
Grammy Award-winning musician has topped the bluegrass
charts repeatedly in recent years.
Critics describe her music as
warm, poignant and passionate.
This Saturday, Nov. 1, she
brings her band to the Peninsula for an evening of original
and classic bluegrass tunes. The
Kathy Kallick Band features vocalists and instrumentalists on The Kathy Kallick band plays foot-tapping bluegrass tunes.
guitar, fiddle, bass, banjo and
mandolin. They’ll be playing songs from their most recent album, “Time,” as well as those from “Between
the Hollow and the High-Rise.” Expect an all-ages crowd, a friendly vibe and songs that vary from upbeat
and humorous to bittersweet and soulful.
Two free bluegrass jams begin at 5 p.m., one for for novices and one for experienced players. Doors open
at 7 p.m. and the concert kicks off at 7:30 p.m. at the Mountain View First Presbyterian Church, 1667 Miramonte Ave. Tickets are $20 in advance or $25 at the door, half-price for teens and students and free for
children under 13. For tickets, go to rba.org or call 866-468-3399. To learn more, go to kathykallick.com.

Theater
‘Hay Fever’ at Gunn High School

Jessica Lwi

A master of the comedy of manners, British playwright Noël Coward had a genius for
sending up the trivial concerns of the English
upper classes. Among the best of his bitingly
witty scripts is 1924’s “Hay Fever.”
Next week, the theater department at
Gunn High School takes on this gem of a
play, which centers on retired actress Judith
Bliss, her novelist husband, David, and their
grown children. Set at the Bliss country estate, the satire features an elaborate plot and
mocks the self-absorption of the Bliss family
In “Hay Fever,” Myra Arundel (Sondrine Bontemps) is a
through the eyes of a series of house guests.
guest of Simon Bliss (Max Mahle, right), but has her eyes
The show opens with a gala on Nov. 6 at 6
on his famous father, David (Alan Hansen).
p.m. and runs Nov. 7, 8, 13, 14 and 15 at 7:30
p.m., Nov. 12 at 4 p.m. and Nov. 15 at 2:30
p.m. at Gunn High School’s Studio Theatre, 780 Arastradero Road. Palo Alto. Tickets are $20 for the gala,
$10 general and $8 for students. For tickets or more information, go to gunntheatre.org.

Your Loca
l Natural Foods Store

on your next purchase of $25 or more
of natural & organic foods, vitamins, body care
and all the ﬁxin’s for your holiday table!
After all other discounts & coupons. Cannot be combined with any other 'Free' or '$ OFF'
Country Sun coupon. One coupon per household per day per purchase of $25 or more.

GraphicDesigner
Embarcadero Media, producers of the Palo Alto Weekly, The
Almanac, Mountain View Voice, PaloAltoOnline.com and several
other community websites, is looking for a graphic designer to
join its award-winning design team.
Design opportunities include online and print ad design and
editorial page layout. Applicant must be fluent in InDesign,
Photoshop and Illustrator. Flash knowledge is a plus. Newspaper
or previous publication experience is preferred, but we will
consider qualified — including entry level — candidates. Most
importantly, designer must be a team player and demonstrate
speed, accuracy and thrive under deadline pressure. The
position will be 40 hours per week.
To apply, please send a resume along with samples of your
work as a PDF (or URL) to Lili Cao, Design and Production
Manager, at lcao@paweekly.com.

4 5 0 C A M B R I D G E AV E N U E | PA L O A LT O

Palo Alto Chamber Orchestra

Festival
Yiddish Cultural Festival
This weekend, Palo Alto’s Oshman Jewish Community Center (3921 Fabian Way) hosts the annual Yiddish Culture Festival: two days of music, dance, poetry and celebration of eastern European culture. The
festival’s headliner this year is klezmer clarinetist Joel Rubin, who will perform alongside the Bay Areabased Veretski Pass klezmer trio. There are many ways to experience the festival: Musicians and singers
can take master classes with klezmer teachers, while those
interested in dance can learn new steps. Lecturers on Yiddish literature and poetry will give talks, and kids age 6-12
can sample everything from music to language as part of a
special youth program.
The festival begins Saturday night at 8 p.m. with a
klezmer concert and dance party and continues through
Sunday evening. Festival passes are $65-$85. Individual
event tickets are $15-$25, with discounts for teens and kids.
For more information, go to klezcalifornia.org or call 415789-7679. Q
— Elizabeth Schwyzer
Lea Delson

The Yiddish Culture Festival opens and closes
with a klezmer concert and dance party.

SEE MORE ONLINE
PaloAltoOnline.com
Watch YouTube videos of the Kathy Kallick Band and Joel Rubin in
the online version of this story PaloAltoOnline.com.

SATURDAY
NOVEMBER 8 2014
7:30 PM

Palo Alto Chamber Orchestra
Benjamin Simon: Conductor
Mayumi Hama: Marimba
Cubberley Theatre
@ Cubberley Community Center
4000 Middlefield Road, Palo Alto

FREE
International Fare
We welcome to our first PACO concert a world famous marimba
virtuosa, Japan’s Mayumi Hama, to perform Rosauro’s sizzling Brazilian
Concerto for marimba and strings. From 18th century Austria, a brilliant
divertimento from young Mozart and from the Soviet Union of the
mid-20th century, Shostakovich’s powerful and deeply personal String
Symphony (Eighth String Quartet).

^^^WHJVT\ZPJVYNPUMV'WHJVT\ZPJVYN
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2091 PPa
Park Boulevard, Palo Alto
Offered
Offereed at $3,488,000
Bespoke
Bespok
ke C
Craftsman in Evergreen Park

5 bedroo
bedroom,
om, 4 bath home of 4,372 sq. ft. (per county) on a 7,500 sq. ft.
ccou
lot (per county).
Elegant crown molding, recessed lights, and gleaming
hardwood floors. Sunken living room shares a two-sided fireplace
hardwood
th
he formal
f
with the
dining room. Office with built-in desks and a full
c easily be converted into a 6th bedroom. Chef ’s kitchen
bath can
featurres an exposed beam ceiling, beautiful cabinetry, granite
features
coun
ntert
countertops,
large center island, La Cornue 5-burner professional
to with pot filler, professional Kitchen Aid refrigerator, and
cookk top
duaal Thermador
Th
dual
ovens. Off the kitchen is the sunroom. Upstairs
th
aree three
bedrooms, including the master suite. On the lower
leevel are two bedrooms, a recreation room with access to the
level
stun
stunning
backyard, library with wainscoting, and laundry
ccent Nearby are Peers Park, Stanford University, and the
center.
sho
shops
and restaurants on California Avenue. Escondido
Ele
Elementary
(API 927), Jordan Middle (API 934), and Palo
Al High (API 905) (buyer to verify enrollment).
Alto
For video tour & more photos, please visit:
F

www.2091Park.com
w

OPEN HOUSE
Saturday & Sunday,
1:30 - 4:30 pm
Ken DeLeon
K
D L
CalBRE #01342140

Mi h l Repka
R k
Michael
CalBRE #01854880
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731 De Soto Drive, Palo Alto
Offered at $2,788,000
Elegant Home in Duveneck/St. Francis

4 bedroom, 2 and 1/2 bath home of 2,569 sq. ft. (per appraisal) on a
6,935 sq. ft. lot (per county), featuring a paver walkway, slate tiles,
and hardwood floors. The grand chef ’s kitchen has 3 skylights, high
quality cabinetry, a Sub-Zero side-by-side refrigerator and freezer,
6-burner Viking range, and granite countertops, center-island,
and menu planning center. Enjoy the spacious family room,
with a fireplace and easy access to the rear patio. The master
suite, with a soaring ceiling and skylight, offers a dressing area
(convertible into a walk-in closet), spa-like bath, private patio,
and hot tub. One bedroom is currently staged as a sitting
area. Laundry center, newer roof, and 2 car garage. Nearby
are Eleanor Pardee Park, Rinconada Park, and Edgewood
Shopping Center. Duveneck Elementary (API 956), Jordan
Middle (API 934), and Palo Alto High (API 905) (buyer
to verify enrollment).
For video tour & more photos, please visit:

www.731DeSotoDrive.com

OPEN HOUSE
Sunday, 1:30 - 4:30 pm
Ken D
K
DeLeon
L
CalBRE #01342140

Mi h l Repka
R k
Michael
CalBRE #01854880

6 5 0 . 4 8 8 . 7 3 2 5 | i n f o @ d e l e o n r e a l t y. c o m | w w w. d e l e o n r e a l t y. c o m | C a l B R E # 0 1 9 0 3 2 2 4

www.PaloAltoOnline.com • Palo Alto Weekly • October 31, 2014 • Page 35

Arts & Entertainment

A&E Digest
ART CENTER AWARDED $88,000 ... Thanks to a grant from the Institute of Museum and Library Services, the Palo Alto Art Center plans

to launch a community project that explores the links between art and
nature. Creative Ecology: Exploring Our Environment with Art, Science,
and the Community will be an 18-month collaboration between the Art
Center and the Palo Alto Junior Museum. The grant of $88,000, announced last week, will support four artists-in-residence who will work
with community participants to explore Palo Alto’s natural environment
before creating and exhibiting work.

November 2014

Community Health Education Programs
For a complete list of classes and class fees, lectures and health education resources,
visit pamf.org/education.
Sunnyvale Center
301 Old San
Francisco Road
2nd Fl. Conference Ctr.
Sunnyvale
(408) 730-2810

Challenging Behaviors
Dementia Caregiver Education Series
Nov. 5, 1 – 2:30 p.m.
Alexandra Morris
Family Care Specialist, Alzheimer’s Association
Alzheimer’s and related dementias can cause a person to act
in different and unpredicatble ways, often leading to misunderstandings, frustration and tension. During this presentation for caregivers, you’ll learn practical techniques and
behavioral changes to help you cope better.

Fertility Physicians of
Northern California
2581 Samaritan Drive
San Jose, Suite 309
(650) 934-7380

Medicare Updates and Changes
Nov. 5, 7 – 8:30 p.m.
Connie Corrales
Health Insurance Counseling and Advocacy Program
(HICAP) Director

Dr. Tom McDonald Memorial Lecture Series at the Palo Alto Center
Palo Alto Center
795 El Camino Real
Palo Alto
(650) 853-4873
Mountain View Center
701 E. El Camino Real
Mountain View
(650) 934-7380

Meal Planning Using the Glycemic Index
Nov. 11, 7 – 8:30 p.m.
Valerie Spier, R.D.
PAMF Nutrition Services

tor. Frumkin joins the organization following months of turmoil. Former
Executive Director Stephen Jay Carlton resigned a little more than
one year ago after it was discovered he had drained the organization’s
accounts for personal use. Carlton pleaded no contest to charges of
embezzlement and grand theft, and is still facing charges of tax evasion. Meanwhile, the symphony has regained its footing and is looking
to the future. As the former director of development for Ballet San Jose
and the San Jose Repertory Theatre, Frumkin brings an extensive arts
administration background to her new role.
ARTISTS WANTED TO PAINT BOXES ... Calling all artists: If you’ve ever

wanted to try your hand at public art, now’s your chance. A regional
arts organization is looking for artists interested in painting downtown
Palo Alto utility boxes. Red, Yellow, GO for Art! invites applications from
individual or teams of artists based in Santa Clara, San Mateo or San
Francisco counties. To learn more about the project or to apply, go to
facebook.com/redyellowgoforart.
STREET ART FILM SEEKS FUNDS ... A Palo Alto native is raising funds

for a feature-length documentary film about street art in Manila, the capital of the Philippines. Shot over the course of six months, the film focuses
on the work of four artists. “We’re seeing artists reacting to and influencing incredible social change,” said filmmaker Austin Smith, a Palo Alto
High alumnus. “We hope by sharing their stories that we spark dialogue
around global issues and shine light on the power of public art as a medium.” To learn more, go to filipinostreetart.com or bit.ly/fsapkick.
SHERLOCK HOLMES GETS A SEND-UP ... On Sunday, Nov. 9, the Mountain View Center for the Performing Arts plays host to a musical parody
when San Francisco’s Lamplighters Music Theatre brings “Sherlock

Who?” to town. A send-up of the popular BBC series, the event includes
a raffle, live auction and post-show champagne reception with the cast.
To learn more, go to mvcpa.com or call 650-903-6000.

ART CENTER CALLS FOR FABRIC ... The Palo Alto Art Center is asking for donations of clean, solid-colored fabric pieces no larger than one
square yard for an upcoming artists-in-residence program. Artists Lauren DiCioccio and May Wilson will use the scraps to create sculptures.
Fabric can be dropped off at the Art Center front desk during regular
business hours: Tuesday-Saturday 10 a.m.-5 p.m., Thursday 10 a.m.-9
p.m. and Sunday 1 p.m.-5 p.m.Q

— Elizabeth Schwyzer

The Family Table
Nov. 11, 7 – 8:30 p.m.
Karen Ross, R.D.
Parents Place
Learn from a nutritionist how to maximize each family mealtime, minimize power struggles over food and build healthy
traditions that can carry on from one generation to the next.

Foster City Library
1000 E. Hillsdale Blvd.
Foster City
No registration required.

SYMPHONY NAMES NEW DIRECTOR ... The Peninsula Symphony
has announced the hire of Sheri Frumkin as its new managing direc-

Thanksgiving Lighten Up
Nov. 19, 6:30 – 8:30 p.m.
Linda Shiue, M.D.
PAMF Internal Medicine

Want to get news briefs emailed to you every weekday?
Sign up for Express, our new daily e-edition.
Go to www.PaloAltoOnline.com to sign up.

Palo Alto Historical Association
presents a public program

Out of the File Cabinet,
into the Classroom:
bringing archives to third-graders
Presenters: Brian Tuomy and four history interns

Sunday, November 2, 2014, 2:00 – 4:00 p.m.
Lucie Stern Community Center
1305 Middlefield Road, Palo Alto
pamf.org/education
Page 36 • October 31, 2014 • Palo Alto Weekly • www.PaloAltoOnline.com

Refreshments • No admission charge

Eating Out
Classic comfort
food — minus
the meat
by Ruth Schechter

(continued on next page)

Natalia Nazarova

I

f the idea of veggie proteins gets your mouth watering, have I got the place for you. Tempeh, soy
and seitan may not usually elicit cries of “Give me
more!,” but Veggie Grill is using these ingredients in
fresh and creative ways that may change your mind
about a vegan diet.
The menu features fish tacos, crab cakes, cheeseburgers, macaroni and cheese, sausage and Buffalo wings,
but the catch is that all these options are plant-based and
free of dairy, eggs, cholesterol, antibiotics and transfats.
That means no butter, milk or cheese — and definitely no
meat. The “chicken” and “steak” are made of soybeans,
wheat and peas; the nachos are composed of seitan, a
vegetarian wheat protein. Seitan and tempeh, chewy patties of fermented soybeans and rice, absorb flavors when

The portobello sandwich at Veggie Grill comes with skin-on Yukon Gold fries, Southwestern chili or coleslaw.

Come Try Our New Fall Menu
“We serve local and organic mixed greens along with daily fresh seafood”

Butternut Squash Soup –
Garnished with pumpkin seeds and
olive oil.

Roasted Pumpkin – Served with
roasted pork in a delicious red wine
reduction sauce with chanterelles
mushrooms, fresh Italian herbs, and
risotto stuffed in a mini pumpkin.

Octopus Salad – Grilled chopped
octopus on a bed of frisee lettuce,
roasted red peppers and Kalamata
olives with a lemon vinaigrette
dressing.

Grilled Lamb Chops – Served in a
lemon vinaigrette sauce with swiss
chard, and roasted potatoes.

Beets Salad – Served with
arugula, toasted pecans and
parmesan cheese with our
homemade champagne vinaigrette
dressing.
Mediterranean Salad with Sea
Bass – Pan seared sea bass, faro,
spinach, arugula, light pesto sauce, roasted pine nuts,
roasted peppers, dry black olives, Meyer lemon vinaigrette,
and cherry tomato, garnished with sweet potato shavings.
Filet Mignon – Filet mignon in a red wine reduction
served with broccolini and a risotto cake filled with blue
cheese.

Pizzas of the Month
Sausage & Leek – Leeks,
red onions, fresh mozzarella,
mascarpone cheese & homemade
spicy sausage. Add: Farm egg
Mushroom Pizza – Sautéed assorted wild mushrooms,
fresh thyme, goat cheese & truffle oil.

LIVE MUSIC
Recommended Wine Parings

The Duet of Kenya Baker

Rose Wine – Saintsbury Vincent Vin Gris

& Codany Holiday

Red Wine – Twomey Pinot Noir

Cucina Venti is proud to feature the
award winning Kenya Baker Live every
Wednesday - Thursday from 5:30-8:30

1390 Pear Ave., Mountain View
(650) 254-1120
www.cucinaventi.com
For information on future events, follow us on

Hours: 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. Monday - Thursday
9 a.m. to 10 p.m. Friday - Saturday
9 a.m. to 9 p.m. Sunday

Kenya has toured as lead guitarist for
Grammy winner Joss Stone for four
years, performing for celebrities and
dignitaries all over the world.
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Natalia Nazarova

Eating Out

The Newest

Alexander’s

Experience

209 Castro St., Mountain View
650.864.9999
www.alexanderspatisserie.com
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Veggie Grill occupies a bright, modern space in Mountain View’s San Antonio shopping center.
(continued from previous page)

cooked, making them versatile
inredients in vegetarian cooking.
The first Veggie Grill opened in
2006 and there are now more than
20 locations in California, Washington and Oregon, including Walnut Creek and Santana Row in San
Jose. Based on the lunch crowds,
it looks like there’s plenty of room
for more outposts in the Bay Area.
The latest version of the Santa
Monica-based chain opened six
months ago in the revamped Village at San Antonio shopping center in Mountain View. The decor
is bright and modern, a distinct
change from the casual hippie atmosphere often associated with alternative dining establishments. A
stand by the door lets you peruse
the menu before walking up to the
counter to place your order and pay.
Explanations and advice are offered
by extremely friendly and helpful

staff working at the registers. At
one visit, we got a perky “Right
on!” after we made our selections.
The menu is broken up into
snacks, entree salads, bowls and
plates and sandwiches, with separate listings for kids’ meals and desserts. Beverages include lemonade
and natural fruit teas free of highfructose corn syrup (that means
no soda), as well as beer and wine.
Prices are extremely reasonable and
portions are generous, with nothing
on the menu costing more than $11.
We tried the Bombay bowl
($8.95), a mix of steamed kale,
cannellini beans, vegetables and
the restaurant’s trademark “supergrains:” a blend of millet, buckwheat, quinoa and brown rice,
topped with a coconut milk-based
green curry sauce. This Asianinspired dish was tasty, and the
serving was large enough to bring
half of it home for lunch the next
day. The bowl is one of several
gluten-free options, and the restaurant also highlights selections
that are soy- and nut-free.
The Baja “fish” tacos ($9.95) featured three tortillas piled high with
cabbage; too much cabbage, actually, making the tacos almost impossible to fold and eat without spilling
greens all over. The “fish,” made
of seitan, were bland and needed
a heavy hand with hot sauce to
pull the plate together. The “Papa’s
Portobello” ($8.95) was more successful. It’s a grilled portobello
mushroom sandwich loaded with
tomato, caramelized onion and lettuce, accented with herbs and soy
chipotle ranch sauce, with a generous side of crispy French fries. All
sandwiches — many of which can
be made as a wrap — come with
your choice of skin-on, seasoned
Yukon Gold fries (also available
as a snack for $3.50), Southwestern
chili or coleslaw.
We also sampled several side
dishes as a meal. The soup of the
season ($3.25 for a cup) was a
thick creamy asparagus base in a
potato stock that was served with
triangles of seeded pita. The chargrilled street corn ($3.95) was a
winner: an ear of perfectly grilled
sweet corn with the husks pulled
back to use as a handle. Flavored

Veggie Grill

San Antonio Shopping Center
565 San Antonio Road Suite 26
Mountain View
650-559-1535
veggiegrill.com
Hours: Daily 11 a.m. - 10 p.m.
Reservations



Credit cards



Parking:
Adjacent lot



Alcohol: Beer
and wine




Highchairs




Catering
Outdoor
seating

Noise level:
Average
Bathroom
cleanliness:
Excellent

Wheelchair
access

with soy Parmesan cheese, cilantro and a squiggle of Southwestern mayo, it was lovely to look
at and bursting with fresh flavor.
Sweetheart fries ($4.50) were also
delectable — crispy, perfectly seasoned, addictive sweet potatoes
with ranch dressing for dipping.
Crispy cauliflower ($5.95) is
bites of cauliflower rolled in panko
crumbs and then deep-fried. The
texture of crunchy coating with
a soft interior is enticing, though
the dish needs its sweet-and-spicy
orange sauce to carry much flavor.
The same problem arises with the
herb-roasted vegetables ($3.95):
a small bowl of zucchini, carrots, onions and one sad-looking
broccoli floret. The herbs were
virtually undetectable, making
for a bland combination that most
people could probably make just
as well (or better) at home.
Though nothing on the menu
contains cholesterol or transfat
and sugar is kept to a minimum,
be aware that eating vegetarian
does not necessarily mean it’s
diet food. Buffalo wings clock in
at 460 calories — half of those
from fat — and a whopping 1,590
mg of sodium. A bowl of quinoa
power salad has 690 calories.
Overall, Veggie Grill does a
great job of making vegan alternatives to traditional comfort
food. Most dishes are tasty and
accessible to those who may be
skeptical about forgoing meat and
dairy. Q

Eating Out

ShopTalk
by Daryl Savage

FOUR NEW HOTELS ON HORIZON... Palo Alto is looking ex-

tremely tourist-friendly, with a total
of four, four-story hotels poised to
open. The two that will open first
are both Hiltons. Hilton Homewood
Suites is an 111,000-square-foot
structure at 4329 El Camino,
while the Hilton Garden Inn is a
105,000-square-foot hotel less than
two blocks north at 4214 El Camino.
Homewood Suites is an upscale,
extended-stay hotel built on the
former site of Palo Alto Bowl. It will
have 138 rooms, each with a full
kitchen. The hotel will also have a
rooftop fitness room and courtyard
with pool. Scheduled for a January
2015 opening, it sits directly across
from Marriott’s Residence Inn. The
Hilton Garden Inn is located near
Arastradero Road, close to Hobee’s
Restaurant. The hotel will have
174 guest rooms and two levels
of underground parking. Referring
to the close proximity of the two
hotels, Homewood Suites General
Manager Matt Dolan said, “Hilton
evaluates the markets and brand
availability in any specific area
before approving hotel projects. It
may seem notable due to the timing of the projects, but the demand
for Hilton brands is greater than
supply.” Also in the planning stage
and going through the preliminary
approval process is The Clement,
a smaller, boutique-style hotel to be
built at 711 El Camino, immediately
south of The Westin Palo Alto. Initial plans, which were submitted to
the city in December 2013, call for
23 hotel rooms, a rooftop pool and
nearly 7,000 square-feet of com-

mercial space. Staybridge Suites
is also on tap for Palo Alto, taking
over the site of Ming’s Restaurant
at 1700 Embarcadero Road. Ming’s
will remain open until all the plans
are approved by the city. Then the
current building will be demolished.
A 147-room hotel with kitchens in
every room will take its place. A
new, smaller Chinese restaurant will
also be built on the site.
MIKI’S MARKET MAY REINVENT
ITSELF ... Miki’s Farm Fresh Produce, the grocery store that opened

and closed within six months, may
be returning to Palo Alto, but with
a new name. Tentatively called
College Terrace Market, the store
could be the replacement for the
former JJ&F Market. “I don’t want
to put my name on anything ever
again,” said Miki Werness, who
opened his grocery store at Alma
Village in October 2012. The market
went out of business in April 2013.
The proposed new store, located
at the corner of El Camino Real and
College Avenue, will take up the
first floor of the planned two-story
College Terrace Centre building.
Reflecting on his short-lived Alma
Village market, Werness said, “It’s
not that I failed. I just tried something that didn’t work. It was an
inferior site. And the store faced the
wrong way,” Werness said, admitting that mistakes were made. “You
would think that 3,000 cars a day
going down Alma would be a plus.
It wasn’t,” he said. But things are
different this time, Werness says.
He is collaborating with the developers of the College Terrace site:

Patrick Smailey and his son, James.
“I’ve been working with the Smaileys and they are doing everything
they possibly can to make the new
grocery store a success,” Werness
said. The store will be smaller than
the original one, according to Werness — between 9,000 and 10,000
square feet. “The location is much
better than Alma Village,” he added.
“First of all, the store will face out,
onto El Camino. That’s important.
And it’s close to Stanford. Plus, it’s
in a neighborhood with a lot of foot
traffic.” Current plans for the market
include a small bakery and a deli.
And as far as funding the venture,
“I have more financial backing than
I ever had at Miki’s,” Werness said,
adding that he is now, “just sitting
and waiting. We still need approval
from the Planning Commission
before we can move forward. If it’s
meant to be, it will happen.”
NIKE REOPENS AT STANFORD ...

The Nike Running Store reopened
at Stanford Shopping Center this
month, after closing in July. The
sports store resurfaced on Oct. 9
after a complete redo of the space,
which gave it an additional 1,000
square feet. Also new are reclaimed
wood floors, wall murals and a focus on women’s sports. Q
Heard a rumor about your
favorite store or business moving out or in, down the block or
across town? Daryl Savage will
check it out. Email shoptalk@
paweekly.com.

Nice Ride.
Even Nicer Loan.
AUTO LOAN RATES AS LOW AS

Inspirations
a guide
id tto the
th spiritual
i it l community

1.29% APR1
Low car loan payments start with our low auto
loan rates as low as 1.29% APR1 for 50 months.
We help members get more car for their money.
Visit your local Xceed Financial Center and find
out what we can do for you.
San Jose
2195 Monterey Hwy
408.283.4300
XFCU.ORG

Inspirations is a resource for ongoing religious
services and special events. To inquire about
or to reserve space in Inspirations,
please contact Blanca Yoc at 223-6596
or email byoc@paweekly.com

Mountain View
601 Showers Drive
650.691.6500

800.XFCU.222

1
Actual rates may vary based each individual’s credit history, loan type, and underwriting factors, but may not be
lower than 1.29% annual percentage rate (APR) for new auto loans and 1.29% APR for used auto loans. The 1.29%
APR reflects a rate reduction of .35% off the standard rate for automatic payment from an Xceed Financial checking
account. Programs, rates, terms and conditions are effective as of 07/01/14 and are subject to change at any time
without notice. Not all vehicle years, makes and models will qualify. Other terms, conditions and restrictions apply.
Xceed Financial Federal Credit Union (“Xceed Financial”) is an equal opportunity lender. Ask an associate for complete
details.
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OUR NEIGHBORHOODS is coming!
For many reasons, the Midpeninsula area has been the most sought-after address
to call home and to locate a business. Communities like Palo Alto, Menlo Park,
Atherton, Portola Valley, Woodside, Los Altos and Mountain View lead the way
by maintaining some of the best schools in the nation, by providing superior
community services and infrastructure, and by helping establish the Bay Area as
the center of innovation and technology.
Each year we produce Our Neighborhoods, a publication showcasing the many
neighborhoods unique to their own communities. Each neighborhood is featured,
capturing its particular qualities and resources,
including a map of the neighborhood,
schools, parks and more.
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OUR NEIGHBORHOODS
MOUNTAIN VIEW AND LOS ALTOS

Be part of this
special publication
Advertising copy deadline November 21
For more information, call Tom Zahiralis,
Vice President, Sales & Marketing at 650.223.6570
or e-mail: tzahiralis@embarcaderopublishing.com

BLOSSOM VALLEY

ST. FRANCIS ACRES

COUNTRY CLUB

P R O F I L E S, M A P S A N D V I TA L FAC T S O F F E AT U R E D N E I G H B O R H O O D S I N T H E C O M M U N I T Y
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Movies

BRILLIANT
ON SO MANY LEVELS

‘‘

OPENINGS

.’’

Super-ego superhero

BETSY SHARKEY,

“Birdman” zooms in on an actor’s existential crisis

‘‘A FUNNY, FRENETIC, BUOYANT
AND RAMBUNCTIOUSLY
SHOWBOATING ENTERTAINMENT.’’

000
(Palo Alto Square, Century 20)

MANOHLA DARGIS,

‘‘SENSATIONAL!
NOT QUITE LIKE ANYTHING
YOU’VE SEEN AT THE MOVIES.”
STEVEN J. SNYDER,

Alison Rosa/Fox Searchlight

Alejandro González Iñárritu’s
“Birdman or (The Unexpected
Virtue of Ignorance)” may be
something less than the sum of its
dazzling parts, but it is a sight to
behold and an entertaining, cultural zeitgeist-y farce of life as an
actor in the time of Marvel Studios.
“Birdman” suggests both the
unbearable triteness of being
an actor whose ability is squandered, and the spirituality of what
a talented actor experiences and
can offer under the best of circumstances. Helping matters for
Iñárritu is his leading man: the
idiosyncratic and gifted Michael
Keaton in a role that holds the
funhouse mirror up to his own
life in art.
Keaton plays Riggan Thomson, a faded movie star looking for artistic redemption and
validation by adapting, directing and starring in a Broadway
play based on Raymond Carver’s
story, “What We Talk About
When We Talk About Love.”
Thomson’s fall from Hollywood
grace corresponded with his
abandonment of the “Birdman”
superhero franchise, which (like
Keaton’s “Batman” collaborations with Tim Burton) predated
the genre’s stratospheric peak in
the escalating civil war between
Disney-aligned Marvel and Warner Brothers-owned D.C.
The absurdity of this genre of
cinematic art (each interchangeable picture characterized by one
character as “any toxic piece of
crap”), the pretentiousness of actors and the way the former has
threatened to swallow the latter
whole fuels “Birdman”’s fire.
While occasionally scintillating,
the screenplay by Iñárritu, Nicolás
Giacobone, Alexander Dinelaris
and Armando Bo feels strangely
secondary to the jazzy style born
of Iñárritu’s fertile imagination
and cinematographer Emmanuel
Lubezki’s wizardry in capturing
and stitching together long takes
into a film that appears to be one
long unbroken shot.
The approach sucks us into
Thomson’s maddening egomania, yearning and one-thing-afteranother stress, punctuated with
trou-dropping anxiety-dreams
that remind us of the actor’s vulnerability to emotional and personal exposure (Edward Norton
proves once more brilliant in a

Michael Keaton plays an aging Hollywood actor; Edward Norton
plays his antagonist in “Birdman.”
self-mocking turn as a truly great
actor and truly pathetic man).
There’s more than a pinch of “8
1/2” in Iñárritu’s three-ring circus,
complete with a gaggle of women
(including Emma Stone, Naomi
Watts, Andrea Riseborough, Amy
Ryan, and Lindsay Duncan) circling Keaton’s ringmaster.
Though scattershot, “Birdman”

tells a relatable story of one man’s
attempt to get something right
for once, while functioning as a
useful cultural critique of the entanglement of art and commerce
on stages and screens.
Rated R for language throughout, some sexual content and brief
violence. One hour, 59 minutes.
— Peter Canavese

‘‘MICHAEL KEATON DELIVERS
THE BEST PERFORMANCE
OF HIS CAREER.’’
PETER TRAVERS,

‘‘BRACE YOURSELF FOR A BREATHLESSLY
HEADY FLIGHT INTO THE STRATOSPHERE AS

‘BIRDMAN’ SOARS.’’
‘‘+++++
CLAUDIA PUIG,

A REMARKABLE FEAT.’’
MICK LASALLE,

WINNER

GRAND JURY PRIZE
A U D I E N C E AWA R D

SUNDANCE
2014

CANNES FILM FESTIVAL • TORONTO FILM FESTIVAL • NEW YORK FILM FESTIVAL

++++ ++++
(HIGHEST RATING!)

“O N E O F T H E Y E A R ’ S

B E S T F I L M S !”
-Kyle Smith, NEW YORK POST

(HIGHEST RATING!)

“EXHILARATING.”
-Claudia Puig, USA TODAY

EXCLUSIVE ENGAGEMENTS
START FRIDAY, OCTOBER 31

WRITTEN AND DIRECTED BY DAMIEN CHAZELLE

CAMPBELL
PALO ALTO CinéArts
SAN JOSE
Camera 7 Pruneyard at Palo Alto Square
CinéArts Santana Row
(408) 559-6900
(800) FANDANGO #914 (800) FANDANGO #983

WWW.SONYCLASSICS.COM
SOUNDTRACK AVAILABLE ON

ALTO SQUARE
Camino Real, Palo Alto (800) FANDANGO
NOW PLAYING 3000 El CINÉARTS@PALO

VIEW THE TRAILER AT WWW.WHIPLASHMOVIE.COM

Like us on
www.facebook.com/paloaltoonline
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PALO ALTO CITY COUNCIL
CIVIC CENTER, 250 HAMILTON AVENUE
BROADCAST LIVE ON KZSU, FM 90.1
CABLECAST LIVE ON GOVERNMENT
ACCESS CHANNEL 26
*****************************************

THIS IS A SUMMARY OF COUNCIL AGENDA ITEMS.
THE AGENDA WITH COMPLETE TITLES INCLUDING LEGAL
DOCUMENTATION CAN BE VIEWED AT THE BELOW WEBPAGE:
http://www.cityofpaloalto.org/knowzone/agendas/council.asp

(TENTATIVE) AGENDA–REGULAR MEETING
COUNCIL CHAMBERS
November 3, 2014 - 6:00 PM
SPECIAL ORDERS OF THE DAY
1. Presentation regarding Heidelberg Summer Science Pro
gram
2 Resolution for Donna Grider, City Clerk Retirement
CONSENT CALENDAR

7YVK\J[ZVM[OL6ɉJLVM[OL*P[`(\KP[VY

7. Policy and Services Committee Recommendation to Accept the Report on the Status of Audit Recommendations
(June 2013)
8. Approval of Second Amendment to Contract S14151557
with Bartel Associates, LLC for Actuarial Services in a Total Amount Not to Exceed $103,000
9. Approval of the Nomination of the Category 2 Woman’s
Club of Palo Alto Building at 475 Homer Avenue to the
National Register of Historic Places and California Register of Historical Resources and transmittal of a letter of
support to the State Historical Resources Commission.
Medium density multiple-family residence district (RM-30)
10. Request for Authorization to Increase Existing Contract
with Newdorf Legal by an Additional $40,000 for a Total Contract not to Exceed Amount of $105,000 for Legal
Services Related to Litigation Matters
ACTION ITEMS

11. Approval of Fiscal Year 2014 Reappropriation Requests
for the Municipal Services Center to be Carried Forward
Into Fiscal Year 2015
12. From Finance Committee: Proposed Changes in Development Impact Fees: Implementation of New Public Safety
Facility and General Government Facilities Fees
13. Approval and Authorization to Send Letter Regarding
Waters of the United StatesComprehensive Plan Update: Initial Discussion of the Scope and Schedule of the
Planning Process, Including Concurrent Zoning Changes
(Note: Given the complexity of these issues, this will be
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and Council action on November 17, 2014.)

STATE/FEDERAL LEGISLATION UPDATE/ACTION

14. Review and Approval of a Letter to the Environmental
Protection Agency on a Proposed Rule Change to Waters
Protected Under the Clean Water Act.

Support Palo Alto Weekly’s
coverage of our community.
Memberships begin at only 17¢ per day

Join today:
SupportLocalJournalism.org/PaloAlto
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OPENINGS

Incendiary Revelations
‘Citizenfour’ chronicles a pivotal moment in American history
0001/2 (Palo Alto Square)
Meet Edward Snowden. Just
about everyone has heard of the
twenty-nine-year-old NSA consultant infrastructure analyst
who blew the whistle on the U.S.
government’s program of warrantless mass spying on its own
citizens. But Laura Poitras’ exemplary documentary “Citizenfour”
shares with us the privileged
access Snowden (“I go by Ed”)
granted to Poitras and Guardian
reporters Glenn Greenwald and
Ewen MacAskill, thereby humanizing a man previously seen
mostly in iconic terms.
That we’re seeing Poitras’ footage only now is partly due to
Snowden’s concern that he would
become the story, distracting from
the incendiary revelations he enabled out of his own idealistic
sense of duty — and at great personal cost. One inevitable byproduct of Snowden’s actions is his
own fame, and some may continue to interpret Snowden’s motivation as self-aggrandizement. But
to see an unrehearsed Snowden
briefing his hand-picked reporters is to be impressed by his keen
intelligence, humility, apparently
pure motivation and preternatural
calm under unfathomable stress.
Articulate and poised, Snowden
unceremoniously holds court in a
Hong Kong hotel room over what
Poitras calls an eight-day “encounter,” beginning on June 3, 2013.
Perhaps the most striking element
of “Citizenfour” is that it is filled
with language that sounds like hy-

Courtesy RADiUS-TWC

3. Renewing City of Palo Alto’s Contract with the Independent Police Auditor
4. SECOND READING: Ordinance for Business Registry
5. SECOND READING: Ordinance Approving and Adopting
a Plan for Improvements to El Camino Park
6. SECOND READING: Ordinance to Amend Section
VM[OL7HSV(S[V4\UPJPWHS*VKL6ɉJLHUK+\[PLZVM[OL*P[`(\KP[VY[V9LÅLJ[*OHUNLZPU(\KP[7YHJtices and Clarify the Requirements for Reporting Work

Movies

Documentary filmmaker Laura Poitras shot “Citizenfour” over
eight days in a Hong Kong hotel room with NSA whistle-blower
Edward Snowden, left, and Guardian journalist Glenn Greenwald.
perbole but isn’t, like Snowden’s
assertion that the NSA is “building
the greatest weapon of oppression
in the history of man ... a system
whose reach is unlimited but
whose safeguards are not.”
The resulting extraordinary
“you are there” document of history unfolding evokes the paranoid
thrillers of the post-Watergate
years with action no more active
than cloak-and-hacker lip flapping: tech-speak and wonky talk
of political philosophy and legal
strategy. “Citizenfour”’s centerpiece is its footage of Snowden’s
journalistic testimony and consideration of how best to share it
and deal with the consequences of
doing so, but Poitras also includes
select footage of legal actions and
public forums that offer contex-

Michael Repka
Before you select a real estate agent, meet with Michael Repka
to discuss how his real estate law and tax back-ground benefits
Ken DeLeon’s clients.

tual (and Snowden-friendly) perspectives on NSA overreach.
“Citizenfour” neither gives the
full story of Snowden and his
campaign nor purports to, but it
does elucidate how (and convincingly argues why) Snowden colluded with journalists to expose
oversight-free surveillance of civilians, which threatens to have a
chilling effect on free expression
(though ironically only Snowden’s
public revelation of the government’s secret intelligence-gathering technology and methodology
could widely spread that chilling
effect).
“Citizenfour” stands firmly in
Snowden’s corner and gives him
a powerful mouthpiece, just as
the “Guardian”’s reporting did.
Poitras’ approach can be assailed
for not being fair and balanced,
though it includes a few passing
government “defenses” in PR
and legal situations. But it’s just
as true that the uncontested facts
Snowden revealed are cause for
outrage, and issued from a convincingly sincere intent of “meaningfully” exposing and opposing
the clandestine misuse of state
power. As such, “Citizenfour” is
a film every single American —
and, indeed, every world citizen
— should see.
Rated R for language. One
hour, 54 minutes.
— Peter Canavese

Managing Broker
DeLeon Realty
JD - Rutgers School of Law
L.L.M (Taxation)
NYU School of Law

(650) 488.7325

Give blood for life!

DRE# 01854880 | CA BAR# 255996

Schedule an
appointment:
call 888-723-7831
or visit
bloodcenter.stanford.edu

michaelr@deleonrealty.com

www.deleonrealty.com

Movies
The following is a sampling of movies
recently reviewed in the Weekly:
Whiplash 0001/2

What does it take to be “one of the
greats?” This is the question at the dark
heart of “Whiplash,” an indie “Amadeus”
set in a New York City music conservatory. Fearsome instructor Terence
Fletcher (J.K. Simmons) makes it his
mission to inflict punishment on students, doling out emotional and physical injury in order to help them achieve
greatness as musicians (and, by extension, to secure his own legacy). One
of the Shaffer Conservatory of Music’s
most brilliant students, Andrew Neyman
(Miles Teller) quickly learns to want precisely what he can’t have from Fletcher:
Respect. Fletcher lays psychological traps for Andrew as he draws the
student into the complex web that is
the competitive studio band, where
students live in a constant struggle for
“first chair.” Andrew begins as a devoted player and an intent studier of Buddy
Rich recordings, but under Fletcher
these practices become obsessions
that drive out all human connections.
Seduced and abused by his new spiritual father, Andrew comes more deeply
to resent his own father (Paul Reiser) for
his lack of “success,” and determines
that new girlfriend Nicole (Melissa
Benoist) isn’t worth the time and head
space she takes up. The theater-ofcruelty narrative culminates in a wildly
intense capper to the film’s series of
increasingly taut confrontations (including a family-and-friends dinner at which
Andrew blows up in frustration over
cultural definitions of success). Writerdirector Damien Chazelle establishes
himself as an intelligent new voice in
film with this bracing draft of cold air in
what’s thus far been a largely airless
year at the movies. Rated R for strong
language including some sexual references. One hour, 46 minutes.
— P.C. (Reviewed Oct. 24, 2014)

attempts to find his place in campus
life. For her part, Sam is carrying on a
romance on the down-low with a white
student (Justin Dobies’ Gabe), race giving both of them unnecessary pause
due to their own hang-ups and the
school’s charged environment. Rated R
for language, sexual content and drug
use. One hour, 40 minutes.
— P.C. (Reviewed Oct. 24, 2014)
The Boxtrolls 000

Made by stop-motion animation house
LAIKA (“Coraline,” “ParaNorman”), “The
Boxtrolls” falls into the category of classical fairy tale, with its shadowy world
inhabited by innocents in contention
with monstrous adults. In the Englishaccented village of Cheesebridge,
the people live in fear of boxtrolls:
underground-dwelling creatures that
emerge at night to scavenge trash.
Pest exterminator Archibald Snatcher
(Ben Kingsley) pursues his sociopolitical aspiration — to become one of
the elite, cheese-eating “White Hats”
— by slandering the boxtrolls as babysnatching murderers. In fact, the gremlin gadgeteers are benign and lovable,
so much so that they raised an orphan
human boy (Isaac Hempstead-Wright)
as one of their own. The good-hearted
Eggs, named for the label on the box
he wears, focuses his existence on
protecting the boxtrolls from those who
persecute them, particularly Snatcher
and his henchmen Mr. Trout (Nick
Frost), Mr. Pickle (Richard Ayoade) and

Mr. Gristle (Tracy Morgan). Eggs also
gains a defender in Winnie Portley-Rind
(Elle Fanning), who stumbles onto the
truth after running off from her White
Hat parents (Jared Harris and Toni
Collette). Many kids are likely to find
“The Boxtrolls” scary, dank and generally off-putting, but those who devour
Roald Dahl novels will consider it an
early Halloween treat. The stop-motion
animation bursts with rollercoasteresque action sequences — perhaps to
a fault as it’s halfway over before the
protagonist gets any quality character
development. Certainly, the allegory of
the insidious nature of gossip and the
scathing class satire of socially unjust
personal goals carry a sting that should
leave kids smarting but a bit wiser. Just
don’t subject the weest ones in your
family to this dark vision. Rated PG for
action, some peril and mild rude humor. One hour, 36 minutes.
— P.C. (Reviewed Oct. 17, 2014)
Fury 000

The new film from David Ayer, the writer
of “Training Day” and writer-director of
“End of Watch,” plays like one of those
urban cop dramas transplanted to
WWII’s German front, circa April 1945.
Playing the terrified innocent this time
is Logan Lerman (“The Perks of Being a
Wallflower”), while the seasoned guide
is a weathered but still buff Brad Pitt.
(continued on next page)

WHAT’S ON YOUR

NOT

TO-DO LIST?

Dear White People 000

At this point in American history, we’d
like to believe we’ve come a long way
on the subject of race. But as “Dear
White People” wades into those still
roiling waters, viewers will have to confess we’ve still got a long way to go.
Set in fictional Ivy League college Winchester University, writer-director Justin
Simien’s debut presents a believable
school setting (and American microcosm) peopled with colorful characters.
Among them is Sam White (Tessa
Thompson), the DJ/blogger flogging
the titular gimmick “Dear White People”
(e.g. “Dear white people: The minimum
requirement of black friends required to
not seem racist has just been raised to
two...”). By doling out wisdom to whites
about their racial and cultural presumptions, Sam becomes a campus hero
to some and a pariah to others. Meanwhile, plans are afoot among some of
the school’s white students — represented by Kurt Fletcher (Kyle Gallner),
son of the school president — for a
black-themed Halloween party predicated on mocking racial stereotypes.
This hotbed of tension sets the stage
for political, journalistic, romantic and
domestic dramas to play out amongst
the students and, in some cases, their
parents. The power struggles allow
Simien opportunity for satire, but also
for sincere attempts at understanding between characters and improved
self-knowledge. Lionel Higgins (Tyler
James Williams) exemplifies this in shyly
exploring his own homosexuality as he

Unlike other independent living
residences in the area, The Avant
is small (just 44 units)Ǿ privately
owned and available on a monthto-month rental basis. Our boutique
016)"*"+0,2/11"+1&3"01ƛ +

anticipate and meet your needs —
#/,* %2ƛ"2/"!1/+0-,/11&,+

to chef prepared meals to a
gracious home without the
home maintenance hassles.
Age well. Live smart.

Live it.You’ll love it!
Experience the Avant and all

Century Theatres at Palo Alto Square
Fri & Sat 10/31 – 11/1

Birdman

– 1:00, 2:30, 4:00, 5:30, 7:00,

8:30, 10:00

it has to offer with a trial stay
in one of our just-opened
model apartments.

Sun 11/2

Birdman

– 1:00, 2:30, 4:00, 5:30, 7:00, 8:30

Mon, Tues, & Thurs 11/3 – 11/4, 11/6

Birdman –
ONLY 11/5
Birdman

Call us at 650.320.8626 for more details.

4041 El Camino Way | Palo Alto, CA 94306
theavantpaloalto.com | Tel: 650.320.8626

1:00, 2:30, 4:00, 5:30, 7:00

Weds

– 1:00, 2:30, 4:00, 7:00

Tickets and Showtimes available at cinemark.com
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Movies
Multimedia Advertising
Sales Representative
Embarcadero Media is a locally-owned and independent
multimedia company based in Palo Alto. We have published
in Palo Alto for the last 35 years, with award winning
publications such as the Palo Alto Weekly, Mountain View
Voice and Menlo Park Almanac on the Peninsula, and
the Pleasanton Weekly in the East Bay. In each of these
communities our papers are the dominate, best-read and
most respected among its various competitors. We also
operate extremely popular interactive community news and
information websites in all of our cities, plus unique onlineonly operations in Danville and San Ramon.
We’re looking for talented and articulate Outside Sales
Representatives for our Retail Sales Team. Experience
in online, social and print media sales is a plus, but not a
requirement. Familiarity with the advertising industry and
selling solutions to small and medium size businesses is a
big plus. Four year college degree is preferred.
As a Multimedia Account Executive, you will contact and
work with local businesses to expand their brand identity and
support their future success using marketing and advertising
opportunities available through our 4 marketing platforms:
print campaigns, website and mobile advertising, and email
marketing.
The ideal candidate is an organized and assertive selfstarter who loves working as a team to achieve sales goals,
possesses strong verbal, written, persuasive and listening
interpersonal skills, can provide exceptional customer
service and is not afraid of hard work to succeed.
If you have the passion to achieve great success in your
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position in the market, please email your resume and a cover
letter describing why you believe you are the right candidate
for this fantastic opportunity. (NO PHONE CALLS PLEASE)
Submit your resume and cover letter to:
Tom Zahiralis, Vice President Sales and Marketing
tzahiralis@embarcaderopublishing.com

450 Cambridge Avenue | Palo Alto, CA 94306 | 650.326.8210
PaloAltoOnline.com | TheAlmanacOnline.com | MountainViewOnline.com

MOVIE TIMES
All showtimes are for Friday – Sunday only unless otherwise noted.
For reviews and trailers, go to PaloAltoOnline.com/movies. Movie times are subject to change. Call theaters for the latest.
Alexander and the Terrible, Horrible, No Good, Very Bad
Day (PG) Century 16: 10:30 a.m., 12:45, 3, 5:15, 7:30 &
9:45 p.m. Century 20: 11:15 a.m., 1:30, 3:45, 5:55, 8:05 &

10:15 p.m.

Before I Go to Sleep (R)
Century 16: 11:50 a.m., 2:30, 4:55, 7:35 & 10:05 p.m.
Century 20: 11:50 a.m., 2:30, 4:55, 7:25 & 9:50 p.m.
The Best of Me (PG-13)

7:10 p.m., Sat 7:25 p.m.

Century 16: Fri & Sun 1:25 &
Century 20: 7:30 & 10:25 p.m.

4, 5:30, 7 & 8:30 p.m., Fri & Sat 10 p.m.
The Book of Life (PG) Century 16: 10:55 a.m., 4:10 &
7:05 p.m. In 3-D at 1:40 & 9:40 p.m. Century 20: 11:05
a.m., 1:35, 4:20, 6:50 & 9:25 p.m. In 3-D Sat & Sun 12:15,
2:45, 5:30, 8 & 10:30 p.m.
The Boxtrolls (PG) +++ Century 20: Fri & Sun 11:25 a.m.,
Fri 1:50 & 4:35 p.m., Sat & Sun 4:50 p.m.
Citizenfour (R) +++1/2
Guild Theatre: 1:30, 4:15, 7:05 & 9:45 p.m.

The Maze Runner (PG-13) ++1/2 Century 16: 10:15
p.m., Fri & Sun 10:35 a.m. & 4:25 p.m., Sat 4:40 p.m.
Century 20: 11:40 a.m., 2:20, 5:05, 7:55 & 10:35 p.m.
Met Opera: Carmen (Not Rated)
Century 16: Sat 9:55 a.m. Century 20: Sat 9:55 a.m.
Nightcrawler (R)
Century 16: 11:05 a.m., 1:55, 4:45, 7:40 & 10:30 p.m.
Century 20: 11:20 a.m., 2:15, 5, 7:50 & 10:40 p.m.
The Nightmare Before Christmas (1993) (PG)
Century 16: Fri 10:20 a.m., 12:30, 2:40, 4:50, 7 & 9:10 p.m.,
Sun 2 p.m. Century 20: Fri 11 a.m., 1, 3, 5, 7, 9 & 10:50

p.m., Sun 2 p.m.

Ouija (PG-13) Century 16: 12:05, 2:35, 5:05, 7:50 & 10:50
p.m. Century 20: 11 a.m., 12:05, 1:20, 2:25, 3:40, 4:45, 6,

7:10, 8:20, 9:35 & 10:45 p.m.

Dear White People (R) +++
Century 16: 11:10 a.m., 1:50, 4:30, 7:25 & 10:05 p.m.
Century 20: 11:45 a.m., 2:25, 5, 7:40 & 10:20 p.m.

Pride (R) +++
Century 16: 10:40 a.m., 1:30, 4:20, 7:10 & 10 p.m.
The Rocky Horror Picture Show (R)
Guild Theatre: Sat at midnight

Designing Woman (1957) (Not Rated)
Stanford Theatre: 5:20 & 9:30 p.m.
Dracula Untold (PG-13)
Century 20: 12:30, 3, 5:20, 7:45 & 10:05 p.m.

Fury (R) +++ Century 16: 10:30 a.m., 1:35, 4:40, 7:45 &
10:50 p.m. Century 20: 1, 4:10, 7:20 & 10:30 p.m.
Century 16: 12:15, 3:45, 7:15 &

10:35 p.m., Sat & Sun 10:35 a.m., 5:30 & 9 p.m., Sat 2 p.m.
Century 20: 12:25, 3:40, 7 & 10:15 p.m.

Saw 10th Anniversary (R)
Century 16: 11:30 a.m., 2:20, 5, 7:45 & 10:20 p.m.
Century 20: 12:10, 2:50, 5:25, 8 & 10:40 p.m.
St. Vincent (PG-13)
Aquarius Theatre: 2:15, 4:45, 7:10 & 9:25 p.m.
Century 20: 11:35 a.m., 2:10, 4:40, 7:20 & 9:55 p.m.
The Tale of Princess Kaguya (PG)
Century 16: 4 & 10:35 p.m.

Happy New Year (Yash Raj Films) (Not Rated)
Century 16: 11 a.m., 2:55, 7 & 10:10 p.m.

The Two Faces of January (PG-13)
Aquarius Theatre: 2:40 & 7:30 p.m.

How to Marry a Millionaire (1953) (Not Rated)
Stanford Theatre: 7:30 p.m., Sat & Sun 3:20 p.m.

Whiplash (R) +++1/2
Century 16: 10:45 a.m., 1:45, 4:35, 7:15 & 9:55 p.m.

+ Skip it ++ Some redeeming qualities +++ A good bet ++++ Outstanding

Aquarius: 430 Emerson St., Palo Alto (266-9260)
Century Cinema 16: 1500 N. Shoreline Blvd., Mountain View (800-326-3264)
Century 20 Downtown: 825 Middlefield Road, Redwood City (800-326-3264)
CinéArts at Palo Alto Square:
3000 El Camino Real, Palo Alto (493-0128)

Movie reviews
(continued from previous page)

Good for Business. Good for You.
Good for the Community.

Kill the Messenger (R) ++1/2
Aquarius Theatre: 5 & 9:55 p.m.

Birdman (R) +++
Century 20: 12:35, 3:30, 6:25 & 9:20 p.m. In X-D at 11:10
a.m., 2, 4:50, 7:45 & 10:35 p.m. Palo Alto Square: 1, 2:30,

Gone Girl (R) ++1/2

John Wick (R) Century 16: 11:40 a.m., 2:25, 5:10, 8 &
10:40 p.m. Century 20: 11:30 a.m., 12:35, 2, 3:05, 4:30,
5:35, 7:05, 8:10, 9:40 & 10:45 p.m.
The Judge (R) ++1/2 Century 16: 12:40 & 7:20 p.m.
Century 20: 12:45, 3:55, 7:05 & 10:20 p.m.

Pvt. Norman Ellison (Lerman) has been
trained only to type 60 words a minute,
but when he’s tasked with replacing the
assistant driver of Sgt. Don “Wardaddy”
Collier’s tank, Norman finds himself
thrown into a pool of unspeakable horrors. Pitt’s Collier oversees a unit that
also includes saved evangelist Boyd
“Bible” Swan (Shia LaBeouf), wisecracking Trini “Gordo” Garcia (Michael
Peña) and unpredictable Grady “CoonAss” Travis (Jon Bernthal). No ordinary

Guild: 949 El Camino Real, Menlo Park (266-9260)
Stanford: 221 University Ave., Palo Alto (324-3700)
Internet address: For show times, plot synopses,
trailers and more information about films playing, go
to PaloAltoOnline.com/movies
ON THE WEB: Up-to-date movie listings
at PaloAltoOnline.com

sergeant, Collier successfully applies
his relatively limited machine guns
and tank cannons to his task, while
frustratedly acclimating Norman to
what he frames as the necessary evils
of war. Successfully, that is, until the
now-familiar Ayer trope of a hardcore
extended climax not guaranteed to end
well. LaBeouf again proves capable of
conveying emotions that ooze like open
wounds (that’s a compliment), while
Peña and Bernthal do strong variations
on types they’ve played before. The
picture truly belongs to Lerman, who
maintains a reactive spontaneity as the
audience surrogate, and Pitt, delivering
the crucial star performance that once

would’ve been the job of Humphrey Bogart or John Wayne. Collier’s struggles
with “combat stress” (PTSD) and his
dueling impulses for sympathy and fury
embody the film’s moral ambiguity,
though Ayer only occasionally allows
viewers to forget they’re watching a
decidedly anti-war film. Rated R for
strong sequences of war violence,
some grisly images and language
throughout. Two hours, 14 minutes.
— P.C. (Reviewed Oct. 16, 2014)
MOVIE REVIEWERS
P.C. – Peter Canavese, T.H. – Tyler Hanley,
S.T. – Susan Tavernetti

RISTORANTE
417 S. California Ave., Palo Alto

Open for:
Thanksgiving - November 27
Christmas Eve - December 24
Christmas Day - December 25
New Year’s Eve - December 31

Book Your Holiday Party Now
Call for Reservations (650) 327-9390
Mention this coupon on Sundays and Mondays
to receive 15% OFF or No Corkage Fee expire 12/31/14
Full Bar
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