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June 23, 2008 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 

The Department of Community Services, Division of Arts and Sciences announces … 

New Leadership for the Palo Alto Junior Museum & Zoo 
PALO ALTO, CA - On June 23, John Aikin assumes the position of Director of the Palo 
Alto Junior Museum & Zoo. John comes to Palo Alto with vast experience in wildlife 
education, zoo management and wildlife conservation. 
 
John Aikin has made a career of wildlife conservation at the San Francisco Zoo. For the 
first 18 years, he built and managed a breeding and release program for rare birds of prey at 
the Zoo and a facility to house it. He has found time between caring for eagles and falcons 
to give numerous presentations of wildlife conservation, and even rescue alligators.  
 
For the eight years he has served as the Curator of Planning and Design, a hybrid title that 
reflects his ability to translate between the two elements that are critical to building an 
important conservation park, the planners and the zoologists. He worked with teams of staff 
and designers toward the construction of over $92 M in animal exhibitory and facilities.   
 
As the Director of Conservation since July of 2006, John worked to enact policy and 
implement programs focused on wildlife conservation. Having traveled extensively through 
the world, he believes that the survival of wildlife and wild places rests in the collective 
hands of us all. 
 
“As a boy, the local junior museum had a profound influence on me,” said John Aikin. “The 
people in these institutions inspire and mentor the community in an exploration of science.  
Many children have their first experience with wildlife in this museum and I believe it is 
important that we frame these experiences in the context of nature. So I am thrilled to come 
to the Palo Alto Junior Museum & Zoo at a time when it is upgrading its animal facilities to 
become more like natural habitats, beginning with the bobcats.”  John will be working 
closely with the Friends of the Junior Museum and Zoo to create the new bobcat facility.   
 
“It is important for children in today’s society to experience joy and wonder while 
exploring the natural world and as they grow up to be able to expand the boundaries of their 
exploration,” said John Aikin, “The Palo Alto Junior Museum & Zoo serves as an important 
portal to a wider and wilder world.“  
 
John’ dream is to create an urban oasis that inspires a love of wildlife and a commitment to 
conservation.  


